onadelle Ranchos « Rolling Hills @5y PRSRT ST

ECR

Riverstone « Tesoro Viejo = US. POSTAGE PAID

Independent

PERMIT NO. 61
Volume 22 Issue 9 2026 The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County

WY Al
CALIFORNLYS
GAS PRICES
SO HIGH?

b B Serving the Madera Ranchos
B

= anis Korner ¢ Page 9
In ThIS ISSU@ n Pages  Pages 18 & 19




Page 2

When tensions
flare in the Middle
East, Californians
feel it first and |
worst. While na-
tional crude prices
set the floor, Cali-
fornia’s taxes, cli-
mate rules, unique
fuel special blend
and diminished re-
fining systems raise
the price per gallon.

Two Reasons

California gas
is expensive for two
overlapping  rea-
sons: It is structurally more costly than in
most other states even in normal times;
and the 2026 global oil shock hit the state
harder than the rest of the country.

As of mid-September 2026, regular
gasoline in California averages about
$5.89 to $5.97 a gallon, versus a U.S. av-
erage around $4.27 to $4.31. Diesel costs
are even more extreme, with statewide av-
erages over $8 per gallon, even topping
$9 per gallon in some counties.

Oil is priced globally, and while the
U.S. is “energy independent,” it does not
mean the U.S. sets its own gasoline price
or that domestic crude automatically stays
cheap at the pump. Oil trades as a global
commodity, so U.S. gasoline prices fol-
low international crude benchmarks, even
when the country produces more oil than
anyone else and is a net exporter of petro-
leum products. The U.S. is the world’s
largest oil producer and is a net exporter
of petroleum products.

Crude oil trades as one intercon-
nected commodity. A barrel of similar
quality from Texas, the North Sea or the
Middle East, is valued against the same
worldwide supply-demand balance and
the same set of risks. Refiners then pay
that price or lose supply to exports.

U.S. consumption of petroleum prod-
ucts is still far larger than domestic crude
output — approximately 20 million barrels
per day of products vs. roughly 13.5-13.8
million barrels per day of crude in 2026.
The country remains a net importer of
crude oil even while exporting refined
products.

Additional Facts

Forbes explains the two extra facts
that sharpen the picture.

e U.S. production is mostly light,
sweet crude. Many U.S. refineries were
built for heavier, sour grades, so the coun-
try simultaneously exports light barrels
and imports heavier ones. That two-way
trade further locks domestic prices to the
global market.

« Quality, location and transport still
create modest differentials (a few dollars
per barrel, occasionally more). They do
not break the overall linkage. The result
is a structural swap: The U.S. exports
most of its light crude and imports heavy
crude mostly from Canada, so refineries
can run efficiently. Those imported bar-
rels are bought at world prices. Retro-
fitting plants is expensive and slow.

Please see GAS on P. 7

Wanted: Attempted Murder & More

The Madera County
Sheriff’s Office is asking for
the public’s help locating
Erik Von Richard Hau-
mann, 33, who is wanted in
connection with a violent at-
tack that occurred on Sept.
17 in North Fork. The vic-
tim was a 75-year-old man
who suffered multiple se-
vere and permanent injuries.

Haumann is accused of
stealing the victim’s vehi-

Barbara. A warrant has
been issued for Haumann’s
arrest for attempted mur-
der, torture, mayhem and
robbery.

Haumann is 33 years
old, 511" tall and weighs
approximately 200 pounds.
He has brown hair and hazel
eyes.

Do not approach or at-
tempt to contact Haumann.
If you see him or know

cle and is believed to be headed to Santa  where he may be, call 9-1-1.

What’s Happening On HWY 417

With three months of the Madera County State Route 41 Expressway Project
construction now complete, here’s a look at the progress made during the project’s
first quarter and what’s ahead.

During the first two months, much of the project’s early work focused on prepar-
ing the corridor for major construction activities. Crews installed California Tiger
Salamander exclusionary fencing and carried out environmental clearance and
wildlife protection activities required for construction to advance. Clearing and grub-
bing, stormwater protection measures, wetland protection mats and permanent fenc-
ing along the state right-of-way were also completed or were underway throughout
the project area. Nighttime lane closures between Avenue 12 and Avenue 14 sup-
ported portions of this early work while minimizing impacts to daytime traffic. As
work progressed, construction transitioned into more visible roadway and earthwork
activities. Crews began temporary lighting work and grading southeast of Avenue 12
and State Route 41 in preparation for future roadway and drainage improvements.

Wildlife protection and site preparation continued near the Avenue 11 Bridge
embankment, while survey crews carried out construction staking and grade verifi-
cation to support work throughout the corridor. During the third month, construction
activity continued to expand as crews prepared for larger earthwork, bridge, drainage
and roadway operations. Nearly 10 miles of exclusionary fencing reached substantial
completion throughout the project limits, marking a major milestone in the environ-
mental preparation needed for construction. Permanent fence relocation also contin-
ued, including installation of barbed-wire and chain-link fencing.

“I’m most pleased with the completion of the exclusionary fencing. With almost
10 miles of fencing to install, it went pretty fast, and we were able to complete the
work without any environmental issues,” said Bryan Kroeger, Project Manager/Res-
ident Engineer CCME, Inc.

Earthwork also became more visible during the month. The contractor continued
grading east of State Route 41, just south of Avenue 12, where the future roadway pro-
file is beginning to take shape. Initial excavation also began at a large drainage basin
in the same area. Crews then expanded to the west side of State Route 41, clearing and
preparing the former maintenance and material stockpile area for future embankment
construction associated with the new Avenue 11 Bridge. Preparations for the Avenue
11 Bridge also continued to advance. The contractor is working to establish the water
supply needed to support major excavation and embankment placement, while foun-
dation piles for the new bridge have been ordered and are expected to arrive on site
soon. Their arrival will allow crews to begin foundation work for the new bridge.
Other work continued throughout the corridor as additional subcontractors became ac-
tive on the project. Electrical crews continued underground conduit installation for fu-
ture lighting systems, including drilling beneath Avenue 12 and installing conduit
along portions of the alignment now accessible for construction. The drainage sub-
contractor also began mobilizing, with drainage pipe and other materials arriving on

site in preparation for increased drainage work in the coming months.

Quarter 1 marked an important milestone for the State Route 41 Expressway
Project as construction moved from project startup and site preparation into active
work throughout the corridor. Major milestones achieved during the quarter included
advancement of environmental clearance,

So far, there has been substantial

Please see HWY 41 on P. 4

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Domestic Well, Agriculiure Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swabbing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

Brenda McElroy

Self Sabotage

Sabotage is an intentional
act of blocking or damaging
success. While we may be
tempted at times to sabotage
someone else’s success, why
would we sabotage our own?

When it

of their comfort zone. They
might not be organized by
nature, but doing it reveals
what they are capable of
learning. Whenever my
granddaughters tell my son-
in-law they can’t do some-
thing, he adds the word
“yet.” Tell yourself, “I’m not
organized — yet.”

Waiting for motivation —
You might be naturally moti-
vated to sew, or tinker with
things in the garage, but you
never wake up thinking, “I
can’t wait to get out there
and purge and organize my

tools.” Don’t wait until
you’re in the middle of a
project, frustrated because

you can’t find your supplies
or the right tool. Schedule a
time to work on the area that
matters most

comes to get-
ting organ-
ized, we

When it comes to get- reap the ben-

to you. Then

efits when

ting organized, we aren’t
intentional about failing,
but that doesn’t mean we enjoy.

don’t block or damage Produc-
our own success ... sabo- tive procras-

tage is an intentional act tination  —
our . . The term,

own success. of bIOCk'ng_Or damaging coined by re-
Here are six success. While we may be searcher and

common pit- tempted at times to sabo- psychologist

:____1060 D}U}i‘?é}]o Madera
falls and how tage someone else’s suc- Piers Steel,

WE GIVE OUR BEST them, o cess, why would we fi1F 40 R
FOR YOUR BUSINESS : notr'?ilrllg min(:jr.

sabotage our own? thing Dro-
ductive
set — | start while avoid-
Call us TODAY to see how with this because if
we can help you struggle with it,
organize your business.

999-363-3498

you’re al- thing else. For me that
all of these, so |
We’re accepting NEW clients! Balanced Bookkeeping

you’re
what

doing
you

aren’t inten-
tional about
failing, but
that doesn’t
mean we
don’t block or
damage

can’t do might look like organizing
might as my travel supplies when |
well give up now.” None of should be packing for a
us can do it all. Choose one trip.
of these to focus on at a I often come across or-
time. When organizing don’t ganizing books and bins
have in mind the whole adding to the clutter in
house, or even a whole room. clients’ homes, accumulated
Narrow your focus to one through productive procras-
drawer, one bookshelf or one tination. We avoid the most
cabinet. Better to do all of pressing, difficult and often
one small area than nothing most important tasks, and
at all. unintentionally block suc-
Disorganized identity — cess. Ask yourself — s
We set ourselves up for fail- what I’m doing what | want
ure when we decide we’re in- now, or what | need most?
herently messy and there’s no Reward yourself with the
possibility of change. The want, after the need is com-
process of getting organized
takes many of my clients out

Balanced Bookkeeping & Business Solutions, LLC
www.BalancedBook.org * christine@balancedbook.org

9/26

Say you sawitin ¢ Jn

www.The Ranchos.com

{l

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 12




Page 4
HWY 41 cont. from P. 2

completion of nearly 6.7 miles of exclu-
sionary fencing (the orange fencing seen
along Highway 41 which is for wildlife pro-
tection), preparation of key work areas
throughout the corridor, approximately 50
percent completion of permanent fence re-
location along the state right-of-way, and
the transition into grading and earthwork
operations for future roadway improve-
ments.

“It’s great to see the project team has
worked hard to complete the tedious and
rigorous environmental mitigation work to
prepare the project site and I’'m excited to
see the new corridor start to really take
shape as earthwork and bridge structure
work gets underway,” said Jared Carter, Di-
rector of Public Works for Madera County
Public Works.

What’s coming next is construction ac-
tivity, expected to increase substantially
during the project’s second quarter as crews
move into major earthwork, bridge con-
struction, drainage improvements and addi-
tional roadway work. A major focus will be
the new Avenue 11 Bridge, where crews
are preparing to begin constructing the em-
bankment and foundation work west of
State Route 41. Significant excavation will
also take place at large drainage basins east
of State Route 41, both north and south of
Avenue 12, with excavated material sup-
porting ongoing earthwork and embank-
ment construction. Crews will begin
installing major drainage crossings south of
Avenue 12, while grading continues
throughout the corridor as portions of the
future roadway begin to take shape. As con-
struction moves closer to the existing high-
way, the project’s progress will become
increasingly visible to motorists. Drivers
will begin seeing K-rail, that strong con-
crete-made road barrier that is used to guide
traffic and stops vehicles from going into
cross lanes or away from the road. Also,

there will be additional construction equip-
ment and activity within or near the existing
median as crews prepare for upcoming
roadway work and traffic shifts.

By the end of the second quarter, the
Avenue 11 Bridge embankment is expected
to be one of the most noticeable signs of
progress, along with deeper basin excava-
tion, new drainage infrastructure and more
visible roadway construction throughout
the corridor.

Nighttime lane closures were imple-
mented between Avenue 12 and Avenue 14
to allow crews to safely complete construc-
tion activities while limiting impacts to
daytime traffic.

“The biggest changes drivers and the
surrounding community will notice are the
start of construction for the avenue 11
bridge and traffic pattern shifts as construc-
tion moves into its next phase,” said James
Menefee, Superintendent at Yarbs Grading
& Paving. As construction advances, com-
muters should expect to see additional traf-
fic control throughout the project corridor,
including cones, K-rail and changing traffic
patterns as work moves closer to the exist-
ing roadway. During daytime hours, two
lanes of traffic in each direction are ex-
pected to remain open along the existing
four-lane portion of State Route 41. Tem-
porary lane closures may be necessary dur-
ing nighttime construction operations.
Drivers may also begin to notice new traffic
configurations as construction progresses,
including changes to where northbound and
southbound traffic transition between the
existing two-lane and four-lane portions of
State Route 41. Commuters are encouraged
to allow additional travel time, use caution
when traveling through the construction
zone, slow through areas with active traffic
control and remain alert for changing con-
ditions and construction personnel.

For the latest information on upcoming
lane closures, traffic impacts and construc-
tion activities, visit 41expressway.com.
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Guest Editorial

By Jonathan Alpert

Hundreds of women looked at
Lindsay Clancy, a mother who killed
her three young children, and thought
“That could have been me.”

As a psychotherapist, that identi-
fication concerns me. Not because
these women were supporting mur-
der. They weren’t. Many recognized
their own experiences with postpar-
tum depression, anxiety, exhaustion
or feeling failed by doctors in
Clancy’s story. But recognizing
something familiar in another per-
son’s suffering is very different from
concluding that you could have be-
come her.

We’ve spent years talking about
“toxic masculinity.” The response to
Clancy raises a less comfortable
question: Is there such a thing as
“toxic femininity?” | think there is.
Not because femininity itself is
toxic, any more than masculinity is,
but because traditionally feminine
virtues can become unhealthy when
pushed beyond reason. Empathy can
become over-identification; compas-
sion can crowd out judgment and
loyalty can become an expectation
that women defend other women sim-
ply because they’re women.

That dynamic was evident during
Clancy’s trial. Women gathered out-
side the courthouse dressed in pink,
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SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“THERE ARE NO
LIMITS TO
GROWTH AND
HUMAN
PROGRESS
“{WHEN MEN AND
WOMEN ARE
FREE TO
FOLLOW THEIR
DREAMS.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

Toxic ... Femininity?

carried signs saying “Believe,” and
talked about their own struggles after
childbirth. Many believe Clancy was
profoundly ill, failed by the medical
system and shouldn’t be held crimi-
nally responsible if she was psy-
chotic at the time. That’s a legitimate
argument, and it’s essentially the
question the jury couldn’t resolve
when her trial ended in a mistrial.
But believing Clancy was psychotic
is very different from believing that
what happened to her could have
happened to you.

Postpartum depression affects
roughly one in seven mothers. Post-
partum psychosis is far rarer, occur-
ring in only one or two per 1,000
births. Depression doesn’t simply be-
come psychosis because it gets se-
vere. Psychosis involves a loss of
contact with reality, sometimes in-
cluding delusions or hallucinations.
Even then, most people who experi-
ence psychosis don’t become homici-
dal.

Those distinctions are important.
Blurring them can leave mothers
with postpartum depression fearing
that their illness is the beginning of
something far more dangerous when,
for nearly all of them, it isn’t. In try-
ing to reduce the stigma around post-
partum mental illness, we may
inadvertently create more of it.

Empathy doesn’t require erasing
distinctions. We can recognize some-
thing familiar in another person’s
suffering while acknowledging that
her experience and actions may be
profoundly different from our own.
But once someone else’s story be-
comes our story, judgment gets
harder. Questioning her can begin to
feel like questioning ourselves.

We’ve turned “women support-
ing women” into a cultural virtue.
Often it is one. Women have stood
together against discrimination,
abuse and exclusion, sometimes
when nobody else would stand with
them. But solidarity loses its mean-
ing when it becomes an obligation
rather than a choice. Solidarity can
also become an expectation: Believe
her. Defend her. ldentify with her.
Questioning another woman can start
to look like betrayal.

This solidarity isn’t extended

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 9
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Held for Autumn Ransom

| have been hoodwinked. Bam-
boozled. Dare | say ... hornswoggled.

It happens to me every single
September. | know it's still summer. |
know I still have nearly a full month
of 80-plus-degree days ahead of me.
And yet, inevitably, | fall for it. One
morning | leave for work and there’s
that telltale chill in the air. The one
that teases relief from the heat and an
end to that mid-year oppressor that is
summer. It just takes one 65-degree
morning and suddenly I’ve rushed
back inside and thrown on a sweater
and trotted off to work knowing darn
good and well 1’m going to be miser-
able in T-minus 87 minutes.

Never mind that | have been alive
long enough to know better. Never
mind that by three o’clock that after-
noon | will be questioning every de-
cision | made that morning while my
steering wheel attempts to remove my
fingerprints. At 7

i . ‘ 3 ] , ‘ el

y eryn b. nyre
not know it’s fall yet, but the stores
certainly do. Walk into almost any
store in September and summer has
been forcibly removed from the
premises. There are pumpkins every-
where. Decorative leaves. Plaid
blankets. Signs reminding us to be
thankful. Candles with names like
Crisp Autumn Morning and Harvest
Orchard, despite the fact that outside
the asphalt is approximately the tem-
perature of

a.m., none of that

molten lava. And

matters. | have By September, summer has don’t think I did-
felt the chill. 1 q n't see that
am ready. Bring overstayed its _We_lcome' Ok, Christmas tree
me all  the Well, whoam I kidding? By July peeking out from
sweaters. Bring fifth I’m threatening to hiber- behind the gar-
me the boots. pate until Halloween, but mid- den section,
Bring me the gantember is simply too long for Walmart. I see
soup. | want this heat to hang around. Labor what you're
blankets and can- ' doing. You’re
dles and leaves Day has passed. The pool party part of the con-
changing colors. 1S OVer. spiracy!

| want to drink And, of
something warm course, there is
while looking pumpkin spice.

thoughtfully out a window, as though
I am the kind of woman who regu-
larly sits quietly and contemplates au-
tumn. | am not. But “Fall Eryn” could
be.

The problem is that September
has no interest in cooperating with
this fantasy. Getting dressed in the
morning requires the kind of strategic
planning normally reserved for mili-
tary operations. It is cool enough for
a sweater when you leave the house
and hot enough to regret it by after-
noon. So, you dress in layers. You
bring a jacket. You wear shoes ap-
propriate for the morning and regret
them by lunch. Your car contains sun-
glasses, a sweater, and enough mis-
cellaneous clothing to survive an
unexpected change in latitude.

This is not a season. It is a nego-
tiation. Fortunately, retailers are
here to assure us that the thermome-
ter is irrelevant. The weather may

I’m more of a salted caramel kind of
girl, but I can appreciate pumpkin
spice in coffee. Certainly a baked
good. Obviously a candle. But
pumpkin spice protein bars? We
have completely lost the plot as a
civilized society. At some point
pumpkin spice stopped being a fla-
vor and became a hostage situation. |
recently discovered pumpkin spice
dog treats exist. Even the dogs have
been drafted.

And we participate willingly be-
cause we are trying to make fall hap-
pen. We are trying to will it into
existence through fabricated scents
and an assigned flavor that has ap-
parently found its way into Spam. |
saw a picture. |1 had no interest in
diving far enough down that rabbit
hole to determine whether it was
real.

Please see GEN WHY on P. 13

sadley > DRILLING AND
sy~ PUMP SERVICE

—&—
PUMP SYSTEMS
Same Day Service

674-1663
36691 Ave. 12 Family Owned
Madera Ranchos Seuce 1976

9/26

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

26

=

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$20 OFF

1st visit only

.. oqk Good and Feel Great

(I‘:Julr'rljor!l_al

&
wenuincides  LOSE WEIGHT
* AM PM AND INCHES TOO

Medications
- Diet Injection

;,LS'A DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
=l “\We Are Ver OPEN: Monday - Frida
E X’mﬁda,}{e W 224- 6 7 44 9:00 AM untﬂ);:so PMy

4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Developing
Land Surveying
and Civil
Engineering Design
Solutions
with our clients
and the
local community
since 2008

"BEDROCK

| JENGINEERING

=F A solid foundation for your next project

Civil Land Underground
Engineering Surveying Locating 559-645-4849
(104 = o
el')lm ) BedRock Engineering
( ) F—— 'S 10878 Hfghway 41
bt Madera
KT /N 8oy
§ www.BedRockEng.com

ARENA SAND « SAND & GRAVEL *
HORSE FOOTING « CRUSHED ROCK
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL -

FILL DIRT e

TOP SOIL »

HUMUS -

BARK e

www.chadstrucking.com

TRUCKING

CA #441782

CHIPS »

RIVER ROCK e

BASE ROCK «

ROCK DUST »

COBBLE STONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP -

f

LANDSCAPE DIRT _ 7=
& DRIVEWAY

559.479-4113

Click on ““Local News’ at



GAS cont. from P. 2

The Price at the Pump

What you actually pay at the pump is
broken down like this: The U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration, EIA, standard
four-part breakdown of U.S. retail regular
gasoline prices treats crude oil as the largest
component, and longer-run averages sit
right in the 50-52 percent range. The EIA
explains:

1. Gasoline types — Gasoline is sold
based on octane levels in three primary
grades of gasoline:

a. Regular
b. Midgrade
c. Premium

The octane level indicates gasoline’s
resistance to combustion. Gasoline with a
higher octane is less prone to pre-ignition
and detonation, also known as engine
knocking. Refiners charge more for higher-
octane fuel and premium-grade gasoline is
the most expensive. From 1995 through
2006, the price difference among grades of
gasoline was typically about 10 cents per
gallon. Since 2006, the price difference
among gasoline grades has generally in-
creased. In 2025, the national annual aver-
age price of midgrade gasoline was about
57 cents per gallon more than regular-grade
gasoline, and the average price for pre-

mium-grade gasoline was about 93 cents
per gallon more than regular-grade gaso-
line.
Why California is Always
More Expensive

Even before the Iran war, California’s
highest-in-the-nation gas prices were al-
ready up 80 cents per gallon prior to the war
with Iran, while the rest of the country was
enjoying some of the lowest priced gas in
years. The EIA reports annual averages
were about $2.14 in 2016, $2.17 in 2020,
$3.95 in 2022, $3.30 in 2024 and $3.10 in
2025; the latest months of 2026 are back
above $4.00.

Robert Rapier of Shale Magazine, a
chemical engineer in the energy industry,
the Chief Energy Analyst for Energy Net-
work Media Group and Editor-in-Chief of
Shale Magazine, published USC Professor
Michael Mische‘s 2025 report, A Study of
California Gasoline Prices, which clearly
explains why California’s fuel costs are so
high — and why they’re likely to remain
that way:

Seven Reasons Your California

Gas Tank Costs More to Fill

1. Special Blends, Special Costs —
California’s mandated gasoline “blend-
stock” is called CARBOB, which stands for
California Reformulated Gasoline Blend-
stock for “Oxygenate Blending.” It is

motion with each stride.

fore losing them.

e When women run, their breasts don't just
move up and down; they move in a complex
figure-eight pattern, with about six inches of

» Snakes had back legs for 70 million years be-

Strange
"BUT TRUE

specifically formulated to be mixed with
oxygenates, such as ethanol, to produce
California Reformulated Gasoline that
meets state emissions standards. It serves as
the base fuel before ethanol is added, al-
lowing refiners to create gasoline that com-
plies with the Phase Il or Phase Il
California Reformulated Gasoline that
meets state emissions standards.

CARBOB gasoline blend might be
cleaner, but it comes with a hefty price tag.
Between this specialty formula, seasonal
reformulations and Cap-and-Trade compli-
ance, we’re talking an extra $0.47 to $1.15
tacked onto every gallon before it even
leaves the refinery. Refinery operators have
described the compliance process as “...
jumping through flaming hoops while car-
rying water buckets.” The engineering chal-
lenges alone are massive.

2. The Tax Man Cometh ... and
Cometh Again — While politicians point
fingers at oil companies, Sacramento qui-
etly collects about $1.64 per gallon in taxes
and fees — by far the highest in America.
Next time you wince at a $100 fill-up, re-
member that roughly $30 went straight to
government coffers. The irony? Those re-
finers being vilified often make mere pen-
nies per gallon in profit during normal
operations.

“Some quarters we actually lose

JNOW
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money on each gallon of California gas we
produce,” one industry veteran said.

3. Dependency by Design — Remem-
ber when California was an oil power-
house? Those days are fading fast. The state
now produces just 23 percent of its crude
needs, importing over 60 percent from
places like Ecuador, Saudi Arabia and Irag.
Every tanker that docks in Long Beach rep-
resents both transportation costs and vul-
nerability to global markets. When tensions
flare in the Middle East, Californians feel
it first and worst.

4. Refinery Exodus — You can’t sell
what you can’t make. California’s refining
capacity has been shrinking for years, with
Phillips 66 and others closing facilities.
Valero’s Benicia refinery closed in April,
2026. Another 8.6 percent of capacity is ex-
pected to disappear soon.

“We’re constantly weighing whether
the investment to keep this place running is
worth it, given the regulatory landscape,” a
refiner manager said.

5. Pipeline? What Pipeline? — Unlike
states east of the Rockies, California has no
crude oil pipelines crossing its borders.
We’re essentially an energy island, forced
to rely on ships and limited rail capacity to
bring in fuel. This isolation isn’t just ex-

Please see GAS on P. 14

» Early sodas were marketed as cure-alls for impotence, stomach pain, scurvy, al-
coholism, opium addictions, nervousness and more.

 During WWII, Japan launched 9,000 paper and rubberized-silk balloons carry-
ing incendiary and anti-personnel bombs to the U.S., reaching as far as Michigan.
e If the U.S. Army were a city, it would be the 10th largest in the U.S.

» Before the Civil War, disbelief in the in Bible or profaning the Sabbath were
campus crimes at Yale.

* The United States American Nurses Association ended their policy of racially
segregating nurses in response to the urgent need for nurses during WWII.

» Original Celtic bonfires were more aptly named bone fires, as the Celts threw
animal bones into the flames to ward off evil spirits.

 The word "Nintendo" roughly translates to "leave luck to heaven."

» Police officers in Hawaii were once allowed to have sex with prostitutes during
undercover sting operations.

e The term "Indian" originated with Christopher Columbus, who thought he had
landed in the East Indies.

* According to the Giant Impact theory, a Mars-size planet struck a blow to Earth
and splashed off rocks and debris into space, creating a huge ring that later formed
the moon.

v A SMALL CEN'I'ER WITH BIG HEARTS V

Pmdmi f Oultlw !:arh\g‘lmhm h-lldngSocul
Hum-i.ihe 5 i |

Skills &
Environment | 'I'M:ughPhy Explomnn | Enryl:hld | Confidence

OPENING FOR CHILDREN 2.5 - 5 YEARS OLD
BUILT ON CHRISTIAN VALUES

We encourage kindness, respect, gratitude,
compassion, and love through age-appropriate
Christian values in a welcoming environment

for all families.

California Community Care Lic. #203810322
20 Years Teaching Experience * Fully Insured
Say you saw it in

MONARCH GROVE

= CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER =
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209-230-8853

11222 Hwy 41, Madera
MONARCHGROVECDC.COM

Thought for the Day: “Make failure your teacher, not your undertaker." -- Zig
Ziglar

the Independent

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Senior Report

By Melanie Williams

Autumn is here, bringing a landscape of bright vibrant fall colors and the an-
ticipation of delicious morsels with warm crisp apples, pumpkin and spice. Fall is
also the time for the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center Craft Fair.

On Saturday, Oct. 3, the Senior Center is hosting the 8th Annual Holiday Craft
Fair from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Treasure House will be open at the Holiday Craft
Fair this year and plants will be available in the Scout Garden, along with great ideas
for fall planting.

Ranchos Hills Seniors

The th Annual
Holiday Craft Fair
Sat.0ct. 309 a.m. o 1 p.m.

We have new vendors, with some of our favorite vendors returning to partic-
ipate this year. The Rios Taco Truck will be here for you to purchase a variety of
Mexican-style breakfast and lunch plates at the Craft Fair. Vendors include many
specialty items like leather goods, purses, horseshoe art, handcrafted antique sil-
ver jewelry, olives, olive oils and Christmas decorations. There will be NO park-
ing available at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center at 37330 Berkshire Drive. Parking
is available along Berkshire Drive and Fernwood Drive in Madera Ranchos. When
parking in the neighborhood, please respect the neighbors and their property and
please do not block driveways when parking vehicles. If you need additional in-
formation about the Fall Craft Fair, please call 559-645-4864 between 9 a.m. and
1 p.m., Monday through Friday. Everyone is welcome to come by the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center for the 8th Annual Holiday Craft Fair on Oct. 3 to see
local vendors and their products.

Our monthly potluck is on Thursday, Oct. 8 at 6 p.m. The “Trick or Treat, Al-
ways Something Good to Eat” Potluck is our theme for October. You may want to
celebrate Halloween by wearing some spooky accessories for the festivities. We
have a fun group activity and game night planned and any senior is welcome at our
monthly potluck events. All seniors need to bring a main dish or side dish to share
for eight to 10 people and their own place settings for the potluck. Homemade
desserts are always welcome. If you plan to come, please call the Senior Center, so
we can have enough tables set up for everyone.

There is a new activity coming to the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center for Art en-
thusiasts. We are offering a new Beginning Watercolor and Drawing Class with
Becki Malti, an award-winning local artist. An Orientation Class is scheduled for
Tuesday, Sept. 29 at 1 p.m. This is an informational meeting only and will explain
what to expect, materials you will need and the goals of the art experience. The Be-
ginning Watercolor and Drawing Class will be limited to 10 students but if more
people are interested in the class, a waiting list will be added. Classes for current
participants will be held every other Tuesday at 1 p.m. starting October 13 until the
end of the year, adjusting for the holiday season. Community members who are in-
terested may sign up at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center at 37330 Berkshire Drive
in Madera Ranchos or call the Senior Center at 559-645-4864 between 9 a.m. and

October Craft Fair at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center i1s Here!

1p.m.

The Senior Center has weekly activities every month for seniors to gather and meet
other seniors in the community. Weekly activities include the senior exercise classes
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10 a.m. and card and table games are sched-
uled every Thursday at 12:15 p.m.

The Senior Hot Lunch Program is available Monday through Friday at 11 a.m. and
Brown Bag Day is on Wednesday, Oct. 21 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Indian Basket Weaving Class members sit and visit as they learn how to weave
beautiful baskets with pine needles. The Ranchos “Basket Cases” meet on the first and
last Tuesday of each month at 9 a.m.

The members of the Senior Center thank all the local residents and businesses for
supporting us to provide a senior community center in the Madera Ranchos. Happy Hal-
loween and enjoy the family festivities from the members of the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center.

Quote for October: “There are three things I’ve learned never to discuss with peo-
ple: Religion, politics and the Great Pumpkin.” — Linus, from It’s The Great Pumpkin
Charlie Brown.

Create a gift Prom th
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts =)

¢ 559-824-6336
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

e heart

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”

Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee « Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome | Wl & Ga‘;%m * Bldgue * Weod Stems

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
| e spiss5sY) 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Say you saw it Iin
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Click on ““Local News’ at



Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden

Before we get into our events for
this new academic year, we want to
finish up a couple of events that took

'

his mother.

place at the end of the 2025-2026 ac-
ademic year. Our recipients for the
Kiwanis Character Counts Awards at
Sierra View Elementary were Lucas
Carion and Faith Mayes with Silvana
Gutierrez and Yair Tinoco from

Webster Elementary School Character Counts Award
winners. From left is Silvana Gutierrez’ mother and Silvana
Gutierrez. Next are Kiwanis members Andrea Pille, Sally Row-
den and Mona Diaz. Finally is award winner Yair Tinoco and

Webster Elementary. The Kiwanis’
six pillars of character are trustwor-
thiness, respect, responsibility, fair-
ness, caring and citizenship.
Congratulations to Lucas, Faith, Sil-
vana and Yair.

Moving into this aca-
demic school year, our
sold out “Elvis in the Ran-
chos” event took place on
Thursday, Sept. 10. We
had a tasty dinner catered
by Mike and Diane Maz-
zoni and the silent auction
items  were eagerly
claimed, just as the “silent
dessert” auction was gob-
bled up. Jeremy “Elvis”
Pearce created a rock’n
and roll’n showtime event
that included insights into
the stories behind Elvis’
songs. All this took place
at Birdstone Winery. To
all our guests and our
sponsors, Chad and Katie Harr from
Chad’s Trucking along with Camarena
Health, “Thank You ... Thank You Very
Much.”

We’re planning other entertaining
events in the coming months, and all

Students Prove Character Counts with Local Kiwanis Awards

will be posted in the Ranchos Inde-
pendent and on the What’s Up in the
Ranchos? Website. Flyers will be
posted throughout our communities
with our Venmo QR Code included.
These events give us the opportunity
to raise funds for the projects and ac-
tivities that we provide for the chil-
dren in our communities. Thank you
for your continued community sup-
port.

We will be at the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors Craft Fair on Saturday, Oct. 3
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., featuring a Hol-
iday Christmas Wreath on display,
complete with tickets available to pur-
chase a chance to win it. The drawing
will be at our Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce Christmas Tree Lighting
on Dec. 4.

Key Club is a high school service
leadership program and our Liberty
High School Key Club Officers for
2026-2027 are Tyler Nguyen — Presi-
dent; Miya Prado — Vice-President;
Jayden Nguyen - Secretary; and
Treasurer is Suneha Sambi. Their ad-
visor is Kiwanis Member Sally Row-
den. These officers and the club
members build their service leadership
skills by the service opportunities they

Sierra View Elementary School Character
Counts award winners, from left — front row,
Lucas Carion and Faith Mayes. Behind them,
from left, are Kiwanis Members Andrea Pille,
Sally Rowden and Mona Diaz, and Principal
Rebecca Hart.

take part in throughout the year.

The Ranchos Kiwanis meet at the
Pizza Factory on Avenue 12 every sec-
ond and fourth Thursday of the month
at 6 p.m. You are welcome to join us.

“The best gift you could give
someone is your time because you’re
giving them something you’ll never get
back.” — Unknown

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

equally to all women. Consider Riley
Gaines, the former University of Ken-
tucky swimmer who became an advo-
cate for sex-based eligibility in
women’s sports after competing
against transgender swimmer Lia
Thomas. Gaines says she is defending
fairness and opportunities for female
athletes. For doing so, she has faced
intense criticism and accusations of
intolerance. The very women we’re
told should be heard and believed can
quickly find that principle withdrawn
when their views become “inconve-
nient.”

You can disagree with Gaines, but
it’s difficult to miss the contradiction
in a culture that celebrates women for
finding their voices, then condemns
some of them for what they say.
“Women supporting women” can end
up meaning women supporting the
“right” women. At that point, solidar-
ity starts looking a lot more like con-
formity.

None of this settles what should
happen to Clancy. Her mental state

www.The Ranchos.com

matters in determining criminal re-
sponsibility, and postpartum psy-
chosis is a serious psychiatric
emergency. Compassion for her does-
n’t mean approving of what she did.
But feeling for someone doesn’t re-
quire believing you could have been
her, and sharing her sex doesn’t re-
quire taking her side.

Maybe the mistake is telling
women they should “support women”
in the first place. Women aren’t a
team. They’re individuals. They can
disagree, make bad decisions, hold
unpopular opinions and be wrong.
Taking women seriously means al-
lowing them to judge other women
and to be judged themselves. Blind
support isn’t respect; it’s the refusal
to make distinctions.

Jonathan Alpert is a psychothera-
pist in New York City and Washington,
D.C. He is the author of "Therapy Na-
tion: How America Got Hooked on
Therapy and Why It's Left Us More
Anxious and Divided." This editorial
originally appeared on www.washing-
tonexaminer.com.

. -Qwner/CEO .
. Madera Ranchos Resident

-

Room Additions & General Contracting + Commercial & Residential

Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERAQAOL.COM

(559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

Say you

saw itin
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It's Time to Jom
Chamber of Commerce

Why should I join the Chaumber of Commerce?

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce has the reputation of being a leader of
business integrity in Southeast Madera County and lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of Southeast Madera County.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of Southeast
Madera County, directing it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.
5. Because I feel an obligation to improve the quality of life in Southeast Madera County .

:
3
}

BECOME A MEMBER OF SOuTHEAST MADERA COUNTY’S
GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
REPRESENTING THE MADERA RANCHOS, ROLLING HILLS,
BONADELLE RANCHOS, TESORO VIEJO AND RIVERSTONE.

\ CONTACT THE CHAMBER OFFICE AT 559-645-4001
/Ummhcl Cunnnt-r(-(} TO GET SIGNED UP NOW. HELP SUPPORT THE CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE AND LET’S BUILD A STRONGER COMMUNITY.

9/26

Whewv is the NEXT Chaunber of Comwmerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday,
October 14, at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and be a part of
what’s going on in your community. Call us at 559-645-4001.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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WWWW. F\DS\DE CHURCH

FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

E.20 _Q.0(
o o AW i _._,;3 ’&J

ga—— 'S SUNDAY SERVICES AT 8:00 | 9:30 | 11:00 AM
g e = CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
Qo
i q,' e i @,g YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE
Y || (| JRHICGH & HIGH SCHOOL

A """""Msgg,%%ﬁ"'él%z‘é?a MONDAYS 7:00 - 9:00 PM

SEE YOU SUNDAY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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ORGANIZE cont. from P. 3

plete.

Perfectionism It stops
you from starting or keeps you
from finishing. Either way
you’re left with an imperfect
project that reminds you con-
stantly of something waiting
to be done. Looking for the
perfect system or organizing
product is an endless task. The
solution? Boundaries.

Decide Ahead of Time — |
will make my choices from X
number of websites or min-
utes/hours/days of searching.
Schedule dates for research,
action and completion. Will it
be perfect? Probably not. Will

9/26

it be done? Yes. Done is better
than perfect.

No Maintenance Plan
Key to your success is what
you do the day after you com-
plete your organizing project.
Daily life is messy, but daily
habits like a 10-minute reset
at the end of the day keeps
the mess from becoming a
project.

Are you a friend or foe to
your organizing success? Com-
bat whatever’s blocking you
and increase your peace and
productivity.

For more info, contact Or-
ganized By Choice at 559-871-
3314 or email them at

info@organizedbychoice.com.

5 FREFsi70 76

“Humanize b‘reart, avﬂlze ﬂreaﬁstmdreﬁneﬂmsystem " Grand Master Ramiro Btﬁiﬂa.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

eal Esta

“Real estate is
my life! I make
ijIH real estate

reams a reality.”

a3

9/26

J

MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

» mfotorealtor@gmail.com
Integrity, Dedication, ResuTts'
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

ranchoshomevalue.com

HALL

COUNTRY PROPERTIES

NORA & MIKE HALL
YOUR RANCHOS NEIGHBORS
FOR OVER 32 YEARS

WE LIVE HERE.
WE UNDERSTAND COUNTRY PROPERTY.
Acreage * Wells * Septic * Barns * Shops
20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE + 100's OF HOMES SOLD

MADERA RANCHOS + BONADELLE RANCHOS
ROLLING HILLS + EASTERN MADERA COUNTY

Call the HALLS and Start Packing!
559.706.6048 | HallCountryProperties.com

NORA HALL, BROKER ASSOCIATE DRE #01731544

9/26

REALTY ONE GROUP ACTION

1
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H
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* MIKE HALL DRE #01905755 =

BUYING
SELLING

Al

LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fle®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @ gmail.com
DRE 02093132 Real Broker

Say you saw it in the Independent
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APark? Isa
Community Park
Possible?

By Igal Treibatch

There have always been whispers
about the need for a park within the
Bonadelle and Madera Ranchos commu-
nities. When the area was developed in
the 1960s by some Hollywood entertain-
ment personalities, they did not give
much thought about building a park to
help to create a recreational centerpiece.
Well, times have changed, and although
there were attempts to build a park in the
past, it did not happen.

Today, as | understand, there are
over 4,000 homes and approximately
14,000 inhabitants in the areas surround-
ing these communities. The idea for a
park has resurfaced recently and SEMCU
has been working on the possibility of
building a community park. During the
research, we also found that our area’s
Supervisor, Jordan Wamhoff, is working
on the same idea. After meeting with Jor-
dan and County staff, we concluded that
a survey should be taken to find out what

our community envisions a park should in-
clude. So, during the next month, we will
be working with the County and conduct-
ing a survey with the goal of understand-
ing what the community envisions a
five-acre park should include.

A survey is being prepared by the
County and will be conducted among our
community. It would help greatly to un-
derstand what people feel is necessary and
what may be advisable to include in a po-
tential five-acre park while remembering
that it takes money to run a park after it is
constructed.

Please look at the survey and fill in
what you think is needed while keeping in
mind what may be necessary, what is im-
portant to include and what may be sec-

ondary for now. For now, we may assume
that the park will cover about 3-5 acres.

We invite the public to join us at our

next SEMCU meeting when we will be dis-
cussing the park and our ongoing efforts.
Participation is very simple with your

phone or computer. See below for instruc-
tions.

SEMCU is a nonprofit organization
that represents the interests of the residents,
property owners and businesses in South-
eastern Madera County. Its concerns,
among other issues, are our community,
safety, water, traffic, schools, future parks
and energy. We invite our community to
join and help make a difference for our
families and youngsters. We invite com-
munity members to join SEMCU as board

members to help shape the Southeast
Madera County area. Together we can
build a stronger, more vibrant community.

SEMCU meets once per month online
for about an hour and you may virtually
participate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call in

- on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then

enter the ID# 83632424343 followed with
the access code 85422.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, Oct.

{ 20 at 6 p.m. Make your voice heard!

SEMCU is “By the Community, For

~ the Community”

TO TAKE THE
“PARK SURVEY,”
SCAN THE
QR CODE BELOW
WITH YOUR PHONE.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

By September, summer has over-
stayed its welcome. Ok, well, who am
| kidding? By July fifth I’m threaten-
ing to hibernate until Halloween, but
mid-September is simply too long for
this heat to hang around. Labor Day
has passed. The pool party is over.
You’ve overstayed your welcome.
Kindly exit stage left. By this point,
nobody is enchanted by getting into a
car that has been sitting in a parking
lot for six hours. We are tired of
sweating. We are tired of running the
air conditioner. We have reached the
point where opening the front door and
being hit in the face by heat feels per-
sonal.

Then one cool morning arrives

and reminds us that something differ-
ent is coming. And suddenly | under-
stand why I’m such an easy mark. Fall
has become more than a temperature
on a thermometer. It is a feeling.
Football games and soup simmering
in the crockpot. Holidays coming.
Pulling out blankets you haven’t seen
since spring and discovering sweaters
you completely forgot you owned.
And the leggings. Oh, my, the leg-
gings.

Maybe that is part of what seasons
give us. They mark change in a way
our ordinary days don’t. One day
looks mostly like the one before it,
until suddenly the mornings are
cooler. The light changes. The leaves
turn. We pull out a sweater and realize
another summer has passed. There is

Say you saw it in the Jndependent

something comforting about
rhythm, even when we’re impatient
enough to get several weeks ahead of
it.

Eventually, the weather will catch
up with the calendar. One morning I’ll
walk outside and the chill will stay.
The sweater won’t be abandoned in the
passenger seat by noon. The trees will
finally get the memo, and drinking
pumpkin spice coffee won’t feel like
an act of climate denial. Until then,

that

I’m willing to play along. I’ll light the
candle. I’ll admire the decorative
pumpkins. 1’1l keep a sweater in the

car that | have absolutely no intention
of wearing after 10 a.m. And if con-
suming cinnamon and nutmeg can
somehow intimidate the temperature
into dropping another 20 degrees, |
guess I’ll head to the nearest Starbucks
and do my part. After all, in Septem-
ber, fall is really more of a state of
mind.

9/26

. Sago Rey
» Palm Plantationl

Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of

559-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. « Fresno : www.sagorey.com

More than 20,000

Shade & Fruit trees.
call Juan and Maria at
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Classified

Auto Wholesale

CASH for RVs, cars and trucks —
Vehicles bought and sold. Give us a
call TODAY! JAX Auto Wholesale.
559-375-4091.

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-
ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.

Housecleaning

Rosalia’s Housecleaning Serv-
ice — Housecleaning, handy-
man services — regular
weekly, monthly and one-time
housecleaning service, whole
house clean outs. Call 559-
514-9816.

One month FREE! with 6-
month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-ins/move-
outs, windows, construction
clean up. LupePrado25@yahoo
.com. Call either of our
LOCAL numbers: 559-710-
0692 or 650-771-2915.

Jeep Parts

Jeep Brake Parts — Complete
brake rebuild kit for Jeeps with
9" brakes. Drums and "Loaded"
backing plates, plus M/C. $175
OBO. make offer. Call Don
Helms at 559-645-5248.

Puppies

Male and female Maltese puppies

ready to go. FREE for adoption. If in-

terested, write me at:
robertedward704@gmail.com

to get more details on the puppies.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 559-908-1066.

Vintage Kitchen Stove

1950s gas stove — from mother-
in-law’s remodel. Original
owner. White O’Keefe & Merritt
four-burner gas stove/oven with
griddle. Great retro project.
$100. Call Randy at 559-905-
8311.

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

ANEY
HIROPRACTIC
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36754 AVE. 12

660-5262

GAS cont. fromP. 7

pensive — it’s precarious. When a refinery
goes offline for maintenance (or worse, an
unplanned outage), there’s no quick way to
bring in replacement fuel from neighboring
states.

6. Business Climate Colder Than San
Francisco Fog — Since 2018, over 360 en-
ergy related companies have packed up and
left California. That exodus takes with it
jobs, tax revenue and most critically, in-
vestment in energy infrastructure.

“It wasn’t just the regulations them-
selves — it was the constant moving of goal-
posts and the openly hostile rhetoric from
officials,” a former California oil executive
who relocated his company to Texas said.
“Eventually, you go where you’re wel-
come.”

7. The 2035 ICE Ban Shadow — Fi-
nally, the state’s aggressive push to ban the
sale of internal combustion engine vehicles

by 2035 creates a chilling effect on long-
term investment in fuel infrastructure. Why
would companies invest billions in refining,
storage and distribution assets in a state that
has openly stated its goal of making those
assets obsolete?

Shale Magazine says, “The Bottom
Line is that California’s painful gas prices
aren’t accidents or the result of corporate
villainy — they’re the predictable outcome
of policy choices made over decades. Mul-
tiple investigations by federal and state
agencies have repeatedly found no evidence
of price gouging, which has been Gov.
Gavin Newsom’s accusation.

“What they have found is a perfect
storm of regulations, taxes, import depend-
ency and shrinking infrastructure that guar-
antees Californians will continue paying
premium prices for their mobility.”

Katy Grimes is the Editor in Chief of
the California Globe. This article originally
appeared at www.CaliforniaGlobe.com.

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Come join us on Wednesdays
for our Life App Classes starting at 6:30pm.
Classes available: Team Kids (K-6 Grade),
Youth Group (7- 12 Grade) and Adults.

Sunday School 9 a.m. -

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos -

559-645-1700

Email: GoldenValleyBaptistChurch@live.com
www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org

WE’RE ON THE WHBI

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

HAI RCI.I‘I'S

H'S“l r 4

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla ys ONL Y S 1 3‘

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

CASH for RVs, cars

and trucks!

JAX Auto
Wholesale

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & Mortgage Professinals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water

559-718-3554 Weekly & monthly service . oust contre : + Locally Owned

J (not a licensed contractor) Covering ’ Call Gina
#209-2 761579 W call Mag Anayasr. | [Welntainfreas ' atseoze030l| | 951.2504 3511605 6454799
FreeLmE_‘§$1'1g!§'tes' 559‘375‘4091 e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office  cell after5p.m.

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

Get Involved!

’(__1;”11!'!' of (.r.ul'.mr.-_'( ¢

045-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634

The Independent
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

Have friends or family 1

(0]
who love the = %I
Independent but live s 0 E.
° 7 ° Lr’I
outside the area? Are ] 54
yYou moving but you E 5 2l
still want to keep in touch 2 03
; ing' s HNRNEL
with what’s happening in = 55
o .
Southeast Madera County? ] 369
[} ik
SUBSCRIBE! g g
* 4 SE
fo the Independent g 0%
local news ¢ local events ¢ local happenings (7} % g:
editorial ® games ¢ real estate ¢ columns o ﬁ o 55
Es |5EA

3067 Ave. 12, 15¢ 3 £

The Jndependent mos WEZ 20

645-0634 ¢ fax 645-4002 ¢ ranehosnews@yahoo.eom
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Say you saw it infe Imdependen
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ACROSS
1 Italian resort
isle
6 Infantry
weapons
13 Villainous
sorts
20 Disney’s
“Little
Mermaid”
21 Shoulder
ornament
22 Not in favor of
23 Parasitic
loafer
25 Examine by
touch, as for
a physical
26 Former
Swedish car
27 Gluten source
28 Genetic ID
30 Man'’s wig
31 Build
33 Alternative fo
a blender
35 Gold-medal
alpine skier
Shiffrin
38 Lowly laborer
40 Ghost sound
41 Supposed
realm of
existence in
the celestial
spheres
43 Top of a cup
44 Big rigs
49 Requires
50 Throne, e.g.
51 Pulsate
53 Crate

54 Country
singer Willie

56 African nation
since 1993

58 Geologic time
units

60 Little cut

62 Test runof a
new policy

64 Stars and
Stripes' home

68 Coin fosses,
e.g.

69 Damaged by
erosion

70 Pompous
reactionary, in
Britspeak

72 Giant-screen
film format

73 Family on
“Dallas”

74 Flax plant
grown for
its oil

76 Striped
jungle cats,
in French

81 Pilot

82 Entity

84 Scott in an
1857 court
decision

86 Handsome, in
Spanish

87 Fiery felony

89 Approx.
amount

90 Small
possum
sometimes
kept as a pet

92 Fruity drinks 6 Breathable,

94 Knock noises visored head-

95 Kazakhstan wear items
border lake 7 Disturb

96 Stream 8 “Family”
resulting from aclress
a high-energy Thompson
collision of 9 Actor
protons Russell

101 Make warped 10 “Do Ya" rock

102 Colorful ring ap.
11 Muscle-bone

of anatomy
103 Some lawn connector
moisture 12 Courtroom
104 Transports in typist
a big rig 13 Brief slumber
106 Apple tablet 14 Christie of
110 Translates mystery
112 Starts travel- 15 Western bars
ing like seven 16 Tilt skyward
key wordsin 17 Like exiras
this puzzle purchased
115 Brightest star via the
in Scorpius program
116 Knickknack 18 Lauder of
117 Digression cosmetics
118 Occupies, as 19 Pilot
a hotel 24 “The Seven
119 Gathers Year lich”
120 Sipping aid actor Tom
29 Navy bigwig
DOWN 32 Thinking
1 Zooming logically
requirements, 33 Rival
for short 34 Singer Perry
2 Song from 35 “Voices
108-Down, Carry” singer
eg. Aimee
3 —colada 36 “Oh, gotcha”
4 Growths on 37 "Hooked on
gingers’ chins .. record
5 Not well company

38 Jackofold 77 Most
talk TV culpable

39 Authorizing 78 X-ray units

42 Onion 79 Sword
relative variety

43 Emu 80 Marsh-
relatives dwelling rail

45 Gl tract 83 Foot back
bacterium 85 Choose by

46 Central picking slips
Georgia city of paper, say

47 “—the 88 Hammer
Sheriff” users, often

48 Frank 90 Fri. follower
formerly of 91 Mill fodder
CNN 93 Vicinity of the

51 Caughtin a U.S. Capitol
lie, e.g. 94 Apply more

52 Pound on, as heat to
a door 96 Law firm

55 Least vicious aides, briefly

57 Pares down 97 “—we all?”’

59 Bignamein 98 Designer
acrylic plastic Oscar
sheets dela—

61 Ore. 99 In current
neighbor times

63 “Kapow!” 100 Volkswagen

64 Fast Amtrak compact
train 101 Private

65 Grass-cutting pupil
machine 104 Egg

66 “The Baker’ sources
actor Koteas 105 Queries

67 Sonata 107 Twosome
section 108 Verdi opera

68 Lighter igniter 109 Actress

71 Became Barrymore
ecstatic, with 111 Old JFK flier
“out” 113 Rio

72 Notion carmaker

75 Units of work 114 Includes

Click on ““Local News™ at



Just Like Catg & Dogs by Dave T. Phipps

SO SWEET MY MOTHER STILL WRITES ME
LETTERS. "HELLO, DEAR, HOPE THINGS ARE
GOOD WITH YOU, | MEAN CONSIDERING”...

‘pantasal sybu |1y "ou| ‘e1eoIpuis saunyead Buly 92026

ADS
LOGOS

PR
MARKETING

645-0634

“I’M not telling him to move. YOU tell him!”
www. The Ranchos.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) After much traveling this year, you're due for some settled time
with family and friends. Use this period to check out situations that will soon require a lot of
serious decision making.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Keep your keen Bovine mind focused on your financial situation,
as it begins to undergo some changes. Consider your money moves carefully. Avoid impulsive
investments.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You'll need to adjust some of your financial plans now that things
are changing more quickly than you expected. All the facts you need haven't yet emerged, so move
cautiously.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Personal and professional relationships dominate this period. Try
to keep things uncomplicated to avoid misunderstandings that can cause problems down the line.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) An elusive goal that you'd been hoping to claim is still just out of
reach. But something else has come along that could prove to be just as desirable, if only you'd
take the time to check it out.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) This is a good time to get away for some much-needed rest
and relaxation. You'll return refreshed and ready to take on a workplace challenge that awaits
you!

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Confidence grows as you work your way through some
knotty situations. Watch out for distractions from well-meaning supporters that could slow things
down.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Consider spending more time contemplating the possibilities
of an offer before opting to accept or reject it. But once you do make a decision, act on it.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You're in a very strong position this week to tie
up loose ends in as many areas as possible. Someone close to you has advice you might want to
heed.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Congratulations! This is the week that you've been
waiting for: After a period of sudden stops and fitful starts, your plans can now move ahead
without significant disruptions.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You're in an exceptionally strong position this week to
make decisions on many still-unresolved matters, especially those involving close personal
relationships.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) This week starts off with some positive movement in several areas!
A special person becomes a partner in at least one of the major plans that you'll be working on.

Born this Week.

You work. hard and get things done. You also
inspire others to do their best. You would do well
heading up & major corporation.

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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IM TAKING
HIM TO THE
PLAYGROUNP

SPIN ME

FASTER

‘World nghts reserved.

50, OBVIOUSLY, IT'S
GONNA BE MY NEW
HYPERFIXATION.

THE CHARACTERS ARE
JUST RIP-OFF S OF OTHER,
BETTER CHARACTERS. THE
PLOTLINES ARE PAFER
THIM AND HALF OF 'EM
DON'T 60 ANYWHERE.

THIS CoMIC BooK
ISN'T REALLY ALL
THAT GREAT.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which South American
country has two capitals? 2. AD SLOGANS:
Which car company uses the ad slogan "Let's
go places"? 3. FOOD & DRINK: What is a
johnny cake primarily made of? 4. LITERA-
TURE: In which Harry Potter novel is the
portkey (a method of magical transportation)
first mentioned? 5. GENERAL KNOWL-

) JusT RS
| FINISHED THIS

1 CoMic Book
SERIES AND ITS

3 SOMETHING. ¢

EDGE: What is the most popular animal used
on national flags? 6. MOVIES: What object is
Wilson in the movie "Cast Away"? 7. U.S.
STATES: Which U.S. state is the only one that
has parishes instead of counties? 8. MUSIC:
Which 1980s band released the album titled
"Synchronicity"? 9. TELEVISION: What is
James Kirk's middle name in the "Star Trek" se-
ries? 10. MYTHOLOGY: Who is the Greek
goddess of wisdom?

[ BUT EVERY ONCE
IN A WHILE, You
GET THESE HINTS
THAT SOMETHING'S
NOT QUITE RIGHT,
AND THE HERO
SEES IT, TOO.

Q| THE MAIN HERO IS =
\ [ A GOOD? TWo-SHOES,

\__ HONESTLY, HE'S _J
TTY BLAND. |

{ IT STARTS ouT
| LIKE A GOLDEN
2 AGE Comic.
VERY "EVEEYTHING |
IS BLACK AND WHITE." /)

- | PRE

‘eUBYIY 0T
, [ 8ot IF vou GET | TS Two IN TH | T'5 THE PERFECT SNHEGLL 6
\ ) | IT'S THI . .
| Bﬂ;ﬁ;’;&gﬁs ' |INTO THE LORE- | MORNIN'. THIS TIME! | DO MY BES 80110d 8yl '8
TURNS oUT THE : DI AINTSK A GooD CONVERSATIN' "BURISINOT */
REST OF THE RUN | ‘ e TS 'IIEGABIIOA PUBIG-UOS|IA V/ 9
el INCONVENIENT. vl Uy
THE HERO'S , - _
BEEN TRAPPED .'8114 40 18109 8y} pue Jsnod ALleH,, ‘v
IN A DEVICE AND ‘[eWILI0D E
SOMEONE'S BEEN e10f0 1 -
FEEDING HIM Bl0A0L "¢
HALLUCINATIONS. 'Zed B pUe 819NnS ‘BIAIjOG ‘T
© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps | IEIES e
GERALD, HONEY, IT’S GRANDMA’S OOH, LIKE GOING TO ROCKET PIZZA No, DEAR, JUST A SMALL GET- GEEZ, THIS 1S WHY OLDER
BIRTHDAY THIS WEEKEND AND | | WITH LASER TAG, A BIG CAKEWITH| | TOGETHER, A NIGE DINNER AND | | PEOPLE NEVER GET EXCITED . ,
WERE GOING TO HAVE A PARTY. /| [ AMAGICIAN AND BALLOONS? J | MAYBE HER FAVORITE PIE. ABOUT THEIR BIRTHDAY?! by Linda Thistle
7/—/ \f g | 7 9(3[5
; . g 52 71 |3
E 6 8|5
i 3 718 |6
116 23
: £ 6|2 198
§ 3 1 715
7 8 6
by Jeff Pickering 9 24

IVE UR-_ OUR Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
W Nap WitAT A FOUR NEIGHBORS’ ra oach o acros, cach colum down and
FouR g LEG":”* ONE ARM? PlT BULLY numbers from one to nine.

" ONE ARMP
ONE AR B

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: *

* Moderate * * Challenging
* % % HOO BOY!
©2026 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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The Independent

(AL 359-43-0034

MAGIC MAZE ® FALL

ZHEBYWTTSEVRAHR

Out on a Limb

\T6 PRETY{ COMNON IN NORTHERN B
CAUTORIA X5 A D 0F ORCADELICS.

OLIJGEBYWGURPNKL
[ GDLRBZAXVSSQOL
EMKLOITGECEAYW

SRHALLOWEENUSAQ

A
B
PEIFOEQUINOXNLT
0
0

JHVFCFECAYCXVU
ACORNSRETAEWSS
QPNMAOEZAMNROCF
YLLIHCBSEDIRYAH

KIJHFECSNIKPMUPB

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: THE YIELD FROM CROPS

Find at least six differences in details between paneils. “Furssiw s1 211, "9
‘poaow st dens uoady “C TOPIA SE JOU SI UIBLIND “ "PoAOuW $1 19T UL ¢ MoFuUO] 1 PR ‘T U9LOYS S1 NUDA] [ 1S20UDIDLIICT

Acorns Corn maze Football Pumpkins

Bonfire Equinox Halloween Scarves
Chilly Fall Hayrides Sweaters
Color Foliage Pine cones

2026 King Features Syndicata, Inc. All rights resarved.

www.The Ranchos.com



SENMCUL)

south east madera county united

A non-profit organization dedicated to lmprovmg life in Southeast Madera County

Community PARK Survey -— |

Do we want a park ? What should be in it 2
Please look at the survey provided by the county
. and fill in what you think is needed while keeping
. in mind what may be necessary, what is important
' to include, and what may be secondary for now in
- a park of about 3-5 acres.
| TO TAKE THE “PARK SURVEY?” SCAN

Z THE QR CODE WITH YOUR PHONE J

TREE TRIMMING ¢ TREE REMOVAL ‘t«iﬁ%’-& STUMP GRINDING » FULL TREE CARE

SENIOR & MILITARY LTI;%?JE,RES; $200 OFF for
. DISCOUNTS 725> REPEAT CUSTOMERS

CALL or TEXT HOSS TROUP 559-223-8317
«  Call our Ranchos sponsor & tell them sent you
WE TAKE CARE Of YOUR TREES SO THEY CAN TAKE CARE OF YOU!

Valid until October 31, 2026

Our next | é-ay .@@.De{? 2.@5’3 a‘]@ 6 pnmﬂ
@nﬂﬁﬁa@ go ﬁo WWW SEMCU ORG for the link
pheone: 669-900-6888 - & enter ID#: 836 8242 4343, then code 854 221

559-363-9095 ¢ www.semcu.org e info@semcu.org

EORITHEICOMMUNITY;FBYSTHEICOMMUINITY

9/26



