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Click on “Local News” at

Candidate filing dates for the March 5,
2024 Presidential Primary Election have
been announced. A Presidential Primary
Election will be held on Tuesday, March 5,
2024 with the following offices scheduled
to appear on that ballot:

FEDERAL AND STATE OFFICES
President of the United States US Rep-

resentative in Congress Member of State
Assembly

COUNTY CENTRAL COMMITTEES
Democratic Party (By Supervisorial

District) Republican Party (By Supervisor-
ial District) Green Party (At Large) Liber-
tarian Party (At Large) Peace & Freedom
Party (At Large)

JUDICIAL OFFICES
Judge of the Superior Court, Office 2

(Austin) Judge of the Superior Court, Of-
fice 4 (Bender) Judge of the Superior Court,
Office 7 (Blea) Judge of the Superior Court,
Office 10 (Enos)

COUNTY OFFICES
Supervisor, District 3 Supervisor, Dis-

trict 4
Filing periods for becoming a candi-

date in this election are:
Sept. 14, 2023 to Nov. 8, 2023 Signa-

ture in Lieu of Filing Fee Period
Sept. 29, 2023 to Dec. 8,2023 Declara-

tion of Candidacy and Nomination Papers –
Members of County Central Committees
Only

Oct. 30, 2023 to Nov. 8, 2023 Decla-
ration of Intention Period Judicial Candi-
dates Only

Nov. 9, 2023 to Nov. 13, 2023 Ex-
tended Declaration of Intention Period Ju-
dicial Candidates Only (Extends only if
Incumbent fails to file by deadline. Does
not apply to office for which there is no In-
cumbent)

Nov. 13, 2023 to Dec. 8, 2023 Nomi-
nation & Declaration of Candidacy Period
All Candidates

Dec. 9, 2023 to Dec. 13, 2023 Ex-
tended Nomination and Declaration of Can-
didacy Period (Extends only if Incumbent
fails to file by deadline. Does not apply to
office for which there is no Incumbent)

Jan. 8, 2024 to Feb. 20, 2024 Write-in
Candidacy Period

For filing information, visit
www.votemadera.com and click on the “In-
terested in Running for Office” link or call
the Elections Division. For additional in-
formation, contact the Elections Division at
559-675-7720 or call toll free at 1-800-435-
0509.

Madera County
Announces Dates
To File to Run

“Leg Bail” Suspect Forces LHS, RMS Lockdown
On the afternoon of Monday, Sept. 11, both Liberty High

School and Ranchos Middle School were locked down when a
person suspected of stealing a car bailed out of the car in question
and took off on foot in the area of the two
schools. Although the situation hap-
pened after the students had been dis-
missed from school for the day,
several people were still present in-
volved in after-school activities.

The suspect, described as a His-
panic male, was arrested by Madera
County Sheriff’s Deputies who were as-

sisting the California Highway Patrol in locating the suspect. He
was reported driving near the two area schools and then elected
to “leg bail” into the nearby community. Ultimately he was found

hiding in a tree nearby.
The lockdown of the facilities

was put into place by the respective
schools’ administrations. The lock-
down was kept in place, prohibiting
anyone from entering or leaving the
two campuses, until approximately

4:45 p.m., at which time the students still
on campus were released to their parents.

emocrats in the California Legis-
lature are trying a novel approach
to remove former President Don-

ald Trump from the state’s March 5 pri-
mary ballot. But first they need a fellow
state Democrat to get on board the long-
shot effort.

Just Nine Lawmakers
Nine California lawmakers wrote a

letter to Attorney General Rob Bonta
over the weekend, arguing that Trump
isn’t eligible to be on the ballot for in-
citing an insurrection when a mob of his
supporters attacked the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6, 2021. The move, which comes
amid several lawsuits to keep Trump off
state ballots across the country, is
unique because Bonta could use his
standing as California’s top law en-
forcement officer to expedite a state
court ruling on the matter. Should the
effort succeed, California could be the
first state to bump Trump off its ballot,
even if the ruling is ultimately over-
turned. Bonta would also be the coun-

try’s first state attorney general to take a
swing at knocking Trump off the ballot.
The other cases rely on secretaries of
state.

Like the suits in other states, the
California case would argue that Trump
is disqualified from the ballot because
the 14th Amendment prohibits any pub-
lic official who has been party to an in-
surrection from ever holding office
again.

“We all watched in horror Mr.
Trump’s insurrection against the United
States when he ordered a mob of his
supporters to the United States Capitol
on January 6, 2021 to intimidate Vice
President Pence and the United States
Congress,” the lawmakers state in the
letter which was obtained by
POLITICO.

Bonta’s office said he is reviewing
the lawmakers’ request. A spokesperson
added, “There is no denying that Don-
ald Trump has engaged in behavior that
is unacceptable and unbecoming of any

leader — let alone a President of the
United States.”

Taking On Trump
Taking on Trump in such a high-

profile way could also bode well for the
attorney general’s political ambitions.
He’s considering running for governor
in 2026, when Gavin Newsom is termed
out.

Bonta, as the attorney general, has
automatic standing to proactively ask a
court for declaratory relief, a process
where a judge can quickly rule on an un-
resolved legal question. The lawmakers
asked Bonta for “immediate interven-
tion” on the issue. Trump has pushed
back against the campaign to keep him
off the ballot, which has included legal
challenges in New Hampshire, Min-
nesota, New Mexico and Colorado,
though such attempts are in the early
stages. Trump spokesperson Steven
Cheung previously said it was a “politi-
cal attack” that was “stretching the law
beyond recognition” and compared it to
the various criminal indictments against
Trump, which the former president has
described as witch hunts.

No Legal Basis
“There is no legal basis for this ef-

fort except in the minds of those who are
pushing it,” Cheung told POLITICO last
month.

Most efforts to remove Trump have
focused on the theory that secretaries of
state can unilaterally disqualify him on
constitutional grounds. At least one law-
suit, brought by a voter, has already
been filed in California calling on Sec-
retary of State Shirley Weber to take ac-
tion. Weber, however, hasn’t ruled
anything out. Her office told Playbook
they are “carefully reviewing this issue”
after receiving many requests to dis-
qualify Trump. But Democratic secre-
taries of state have largely been

D

Please see VOTE on P. 10
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If you’ve got a pest, call the BEST!

Call for a FREE estimate TODAY!
559-294-1779 • CSIexterminators.com
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Robert Stephen “Steve” Pearl
January 25, 1944 -- August 23, 2023

Robert Stephen “Steve” Pearl of the Madera Ranchos
passed away on Aug. 23, 2023 surrounded by family and
friends. He was a resident of the Madera Ranchos for 48
years.
He was born in Fresno on Jan. 25, 1944, the son of David

and Mildred Pearl. He was the oldest sibling of his three sis-
ters. He served two years in the U.S. Army branch of the
military. He received a BA degree in Geography from
Fresno State University and had aspirations to teach, but he
decided on a career with the United States Postal Service
that would last 35 years. With many years of experience in
management, he retired as Postmaster of the Madera Post
Office in 2003.
Steve was married and is survived by his wife, Arcadia

(Cadie) Pearl. They met at the Postal Service in 1978 and
have been together for 45 years. He is survived by his
daughter, Stephanie, and his daughter-in-law, Erica Lane;
his son, Joshua Stephen; his daughter, Jessica; and son-in-
law, Robert Willey. We must not forget Lenny, his beloved
canine whom he loved to play ball with and was always by
his side.
Steve’s fondest memories were from when he resided in

Balboa Island in Southern California and worked at the
Newporter Inn in Newport Beach; he loved to tell the story.
He also loved to garden and was an expert in it. His expert-
ise was apparent in the beautiful landscape and gardens he
created and enjoyed for so many years in the Ranchos. He
is loved and deeply missed.

In Memoriam
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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The Bookshelf

Ranchos Library Offers Triple Threat
By Jerrica Edmundson

Nestled in the heart of the Madera Ran-
chos, the Madera Ranchos Library contin-
ues to be a beacon of knowledge and
community engagement. With its weekly
story time sessions, specific book donation
hours and the opportunity to join the Friends
of the Ranchos Library, this cherished insti-
tution is thriving more than ever.

Every Thursday at 11 a.m., families
and book enthusiasts alike gather at the
Madera Ranchos Library at 37398 Berk-
shire Drive for an enchanting journey
through the world of storytelling. These
weekly story time sessions have become a
beloved tradition for residents, fostering a
love for reading and providing a wonderful
opportunity for parents and children to bond
over the magic of books. The library's ded-
icated staff and volunteers work tirelessly to
curate engaging stories and activities that
captivate young minds.

In an effort to manage book donations
efficiently, the library has established spe-
cific guidelines. Donors are encouraged to
bring their gently used books during regu-
lar business hours only. This ensures that
donated materials can be sorted, cataloged
and made available to the community in a
timely manner. By adhering to these hours,
the library staff can focus on providing ex-
cellent services to patrons without disrup-
tion.

For those passionate about supporting
the Madera Ranchos Library and its mission
to promote literacy and community well-
being, the Friends of the Ranchos Library is
the perfect avenue. This dedicated group
meets on the first Thursday of every month
at 6 p.m. It offers a platform for individuals
who share a common interest in books, cul-
ture and education to collaborate on proj-
ects, organize events and raise funds to
further enrich the library's resources and
services. Membership is open to all and new
faces are always welcome.

In a digital age where libraries face
evolving challenges, the Madera Ranchos
Library remains a steadfast pillar of the
community. Through engaging story time
sessions, prudent book donation guidelines
and the inclusive Friends of the Franchise
Library, this institution continues to foster
a love for reading while creating opportuni-

ties for residents to connect, learn and
grow together. It's more than just a li-
brary; it's a thriving hub of knowledge
and community spirit.

And now
for Jerrica’s
Bookshelf:

A Darker
Shade of
Magic by V.
E. Schwab is
a mesmeriz-
ing journey
t h r o u g h
m u l t i p l e
London s ,
each with

its unique blend
of magic and menace. Schwab's story-
telling prowess shines as she introduces
readers to Kell, a powerful magician with
the rare ability to travel between these
parallel worlds.

The world-building is nothing short
of spectacular. From the vibrant and
flourishing Red London to the stark and
desolate White London, every dimension
is vividly realized, with its own politics,
dangers and mysteries. As Kell navigates
these realms, he stumbles upon Delilah
Bard, a cross-dressing thief with a thirst
for adventure. Their partnership is both
unlikely and electric, making for a dy-
namic and unforgettable duo.

Schwab weaves a complex tale of
power, greed and morality, drawing read-
ers into a world where choices have far-
reaching consequences. A Darker Shade
of Magic is a spellbinding blend of magic
and intrigue, leaving readers eagerly
reaching for the next installment in this
enthralling series.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37398 Berkshire Drive

559-645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday andThursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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“... we’re not
going to

have real
prosperity

or recovery
until we stop

fighting the
symptoms and
start fighting

the disease. ”

Guest Editorial

By Al Brodow

A new California law makes it a
crime if you don’t accept your child’s
choice of gender identity. “The bill
could potentially make you guilty of
child abuse if you refuse to call your son
‘Jane’ and buy him dresses,” said Bob
Hoge in RedState. “Authorities could
take away your kid if you don’t bend the
knee.”
California’s controversial AB 957,

which requires parents to affirm their
child’s gender identity or lose custody,
passed the state Senate. The standard of
the well-being of a minor is being
changed to “include a parent’s affirma-
tion of the child’s gender identity as part
of the health, safety and welfare of the
child.” Now that it’s passed the Senate,
the Assembly will need to agree, which
the heavily Democratic legislative body
assuredly will. Then it heads to Gover-
nor Newsom, who will almost certainly
sign it since he endorses gender politics.
A group of dysfunctional people al-

lege that they can change their birth sex
and instead of calling them out, our so-
ciety accepts it and our government uses
it as a tool to destroy the nuclear family.
California wants to impose sex changes
on children who are too young to make
an informed decision about their sexu-
ality. Doctors will be forced to treat
these children with puberty blockers,
hormonal treatments and sex surgeries.
“Society has accepted a destructive

lie that you can create your own reality
and define your own identity,” says au-
thor Ben Shapiro. “Children should not
be subjected to the whims of politically
driven adults when it comes to massive
bodily mutilation that impairs function
for a lifetime — all before the child has
experienced puberty,” Shapiro said.
“And society should not be obligated to
obey the gender theory nonsense of the
radical left, which seeks to confuse as
many children as possible in the name
of an anti-biological program in service
to a political agenda.”
“Transgender isn’t real,” explains

Kara Dansky, women’s advocate and
author of The Abolition of Sex. “It was
simply made up. Words like ‘gender
identity’ don’t have any meaning. Every
single human being is either a male per-
son or a female person.” Despite the ob-
vious truth of Dansky’s statement, we
have reached a place where to state the
obvious gets you attacked as a child
abuser. Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton says what most of us are think-
ing — the push to have kids perma-
nently change their bodies is the real
form of child abuse.
Transgenderism does not describe a

marginalized group of people who need
civil rights protection, Dansky said. On
the contrary, “The so-called transgender
agenda is being fueled by a massive, vi-
cious and well-funded industry in the
guise of a civil rights movement. It is all
a lie,” Dansky said. “The obliteration of
the material reality of biological sex
should scare everyone.”
There is no “right” that says you

can demand whatever you want. If I
identify as a rhinoceros, it is not reason-
able for me to demand that everyone
ought to agree with me. In fact, it would
be ludicrous if anyone agreed with me.
My mental state would rightly be open
to question. Why do our elected repre-
sentatives ignore reality by glorifying
the delusions of people who think they
can change their birth sex?
We have the right to disagree. Par-

ents especially have the right to question
children who adopt ridiculous notions
about their sexuality. Up to the age of
puberty, our kids have all sorts of weird
ideas about who they are. The function
of parents is to decide what is best for
their children. The big question is, why
would our elected representatives want

Change Kids’ Gender ... or Else!

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 15
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From around May through
September in the Southwest is
monsoon season. If you haven’t
yet experienced it, I highly recom-
mend it . This is the t ime of year
when thunderstorms shake the
mountains and lightning turns
night to day, even for only mere
seconds at a t ime. I t’s a rivet ing
show that can last for hours and
hours.

I remember as a kid how much
I absolutely loved this season. My
mom and I would sit on the porch,
which is covered, and watch in
awe as God’s creat ion sang and
danced. I don’t have a single mon-
soon memory that isn’t warm and
fuzzy. That’s probably in part be-
cause I have never faced the dan-
gers of being
stuck out in that
type of
weather, but
that’s not the
point of this
story. Recently,
while spending
time with my
dad in New
Mexico, I was able to catch a few
good storms that brought back
some wonderful memories from
monsoon seasons of old.

Not long before my mom
passed away, I was visi t ing my
parents right around this t ime of
the year. As cliché as it sounds, I
remember it l ike it happened last
week. We were all s i t t ing in the
living room watching television
when the first crack of thunder
made the windows rattle. Mom and
I were immediately excited and
jumped up to head outside and
watch. Dad, who was mostly un-
bothered and uninterested in such
things, stayed inside laughing at
our si l l iness. We sat in rocking
chairs, mostly in silence, and just
listened to Mother Nature’s grand
performance. The lightning was
particularly exquisite that night. It
was breaking and spreading the
expanse of the horizon in mesmer-
izing patterns. The overhang on
the back porch kept blocking my
view, and I really wanted to get a
video of it , so in my infinite wis-
dom I wandered into the middle of
the backyard with my phone up in
the air, recording the night. In the

MonsoonMemories

video, you can hear my mom say,
“Yep, there’s my brilliant, college
educated daughter, standing out in
the middle of a l ightning storm,
making herself the tallest thing in
the vicinity, with her phone in the
air like a lightning rod.” Whether
or not the l ightning rod part
specif ical ly is true, the rest cer-

tainly was. I
laughed and
wandered back
onto the porch.
I didn’t get a
good shot of the
l ightning, but I
managed to cap-
ture a special
moment with

my mom that I cherish to this day.
Another great monsoon mem-

ory goes way back in time, when I
was a wee lass of maybe 10. My
mom and I were visit ing with her
parents on the other side of town,
having a bit of a mult i-genera-
t ional sleepover, when a part icu-
larly excit ing storm ripped
through the area. I remember i t
being quick but angry. Mom and I
were sitting on the bed in the back
guest bedroom, eating popcorn and
drinking hot chocolate. We had the
sl iding glass door pulled wide
open; the eaves kept the water
from getting in, but mom had laid
some towels down just in case.
The potential mess was worth the
experience. The patter of the rain
intermingled with the crash of the
thunder is like God’s own personal
orchestra. We were lul led into a
sense of utter peace when my
grandpa opened the door and asked
if we’d seen my grandma. He was
ready for bed and he thought she
might be in there with us. This
was highly unlikely, because my
grandma was terrified of thunder-

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-479-4113
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

The patter of  the rain in-
termingled with the crash of
the thunder is l ike God’s own
personal orchestra.
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Wa l k i n g a r o u n d t h e e x -
t e n d e d r e c l i n e r , I j ammed my
“ t h i s l i t t l e p i g gy had none ” t o e
o n t h e l e g o f t h e c o f f e e t a b l e .
No rma l l y I d o n ’ t p a y much a t -
t e n t i o n t o my t o e s . T h i s l i t t l e
p i g g y c h a n g e d t h a t . I t a l s o
ch ang ed t h i n g s l i k e ou r h i k i n g
p l a n s . F o r t u n a t e l y , w e we r e
a b l e t o c o n -
v e r t t o b i k i n g
i n Yo s em i t e
i n s t e a d . An -
o t h e r d a y i t
m e a n t b e i n g
d r o p p e d o f f
w i t h t h e o l d e r
f o l k s n e a r t h e
e n t r a n c e a t a
c o n c e r t . I t
s t i l l me an s d e -
c i d i n g h ow
b a d l y I n e e d a n i t em f r om t h e
o t h e r r o om be f o r e p u t t i n g my
t o e t h r ough t h e p a i n o f g e t t i n g
t h e r e .

I t ' s o f t e n t h e l i t t l e t h i n g s
i n o u r l i v e s a n d h ome s t h a t
c a u s e a n g s t a n d f r u s t r a t i o n .
Wh e n i t ’ s a t o e y o u w a i t i t
o u t . B u t h e r e a r e s om e q u i c k
f i x e s f o r m a n y o f t h e o t h e r
s u b t l e , o r n o t s o s u b t l e
s t r e s s e s we f a c e .

M a t c h i n g — How many
c o n t a i n e r s a n d l i d s mu s t y o u
hand l e b e f o r e f i n d i ng a ma t c h ?
A r e you r e ady t o t h r ow ou t t h e
l e f t o v e r s b e f o r e y ou f i n d on e ?
S t o r e t h e l i d s o n t h e c o n t a i n -
e r s . I t t a k e s mo r e s p a c e , b u t by
t h e t im e y o u e l im i n a t e a l l t h e
c o n t a i n e r s a n d l i d s t h a t h a v e
n o ma t c h , t h e r e s h o u l d b e
r oom . Th i s go e s f o r s i p py cup s
and wa t e r bo t t l e s , t o o .

N e w S t u f f — Ar e y o u t r i p -

Somet imes i t ’s
the Li t t l e Things

p i n g o v e r s h o p p i n g b a g s a n d
b o x e s o f i t em s wa i t i n g t o b e
h omed ? Be f o r e y o u p u t a n y -
t h i n g i n t o you r d i g i t a l o r phy s -
i c a l c a r t , d e c i d e ex a c t l y whe r e
i t ’ s g o i ng t o b e s t o r e d . Un l o ad
b a g s a n d b o x e s immed i a t e l y
i n t o t h e i r p r e d e t e rm i n e d
home s .

U s e r - f r i e n d l y S t o r a g e —
I s i t h a r d t o f i n d t h i n g s o r p u t
t h em aw a y i n y o u r c l o s e t ,
p a n t r y o r d r a w e r s ? O n e c om -
m o n c u l p r i t i s b a d l i g h t i n g .
A d d a s t i c k - o n mo t i o n s e n s o r
r e c h a r g e a b l e s t r i p l i g h t t o a n y
c l o s e t , c a b i n e t o r p a n t r y t h a t
h a s n o , o r p o o r , l i g h t i n g . F i x
c l o s e t d o o r s a n d d r aw e r s t h a t
d o n ’ t o p e n a n d c l o s e e a s i l y .
P u r g e d r a w e r s t h a t a r e
j amme d f u l l . U s e o p e n - t o p p e d
b i n s f o r t h i n g s y o u u s e r e g u -
l a r l y .

C l o t h e s — T i r e d o f p i l e s o f
c l o t h e s ? P l a c e a d i r t y c l o t h e s

b i n i n t h e
c l o s e t . A s s i g n
a s p o t o n t h e
b a r f o r emp t y
h a n g e r s . A s -
s i g n a s h e l f
f o r f r e q u e n t l y
wo r n f o l d - u p
c l o t h e s .
Change c l o t h e s
i n t h e c l o s e t .
W i t h o u t h a v -
i n g t o mov e

much , y o u c a n p u t y o u r d i r t y
s t u f f i n t h e b i n and hang up o r
p u t o n t h e s h e l f y o u r “ c l e a n -
i s h ” c l o t h e s and vo i l à ! No more
p i l e s .

B e d t i m e — I s t h e k i d s ’ b e d -
t im e a n i g h tm a r e ? C r e a t e a
b e d t im e r o u t i n e c h a r t w i t h a
s t a r t a n d e n d t im e a n d “ l a s t
c a l l ” f o r s n a c k s s o t h e b a t h i n g ,
b r u s h i n g t e e t h , s t o r i e s , e t c .
c a n b e d o n e w i t h o u t i n t e r r u p -
t i o n . C o n s i s t e n c y i s k e y t o
e v e r y o n e g e t t i n g t h e r e s t t h e y
n e e d .

L o c a t i o n , L o c a t i o n , L o c a -
t i o n — Do you n e e d t o mov e
o t h e r t h i n g s o r u s e a s t e p s t o o l
t o r e a ch t h i ng s you u s e o f t e n ? I
r e c a l l mov i n g a c l i e n t ’ s b a g -
g i e s a nd wr ap s t o a t o p d r awe r
i n h e r k i t c h e n . S h e s t i l l t a l k s
a b o u t wh a t a d i f f e r e n c e t h a tthe Ranchos Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

storms, so there was absolutely
nothing that could have convinced
her to sit there with us, even her fa-
vorite granddaughter. (Spoiler alert,
I’m also her only granddaughter) .
We found her pret ty easi ly, how-
ever. She was
camped out in the
powder room in
the middle of the
house. This room
had no windows.
She had the door
shut , the l ights
on and was just
si t t ing on the toi let , with her eyes
closed, nursing a drink and
whist l ing and humming to herself .
Did I mention that my grandma did
not love thunder? This was defi-
ni tely a rough storm, but I’m not
going to say there wasn’t a moment

that my young mind thought perhaps
my grandma was dest ined for the
nuthouse. Grandpa tried to coax her
out and she said she planned to
sleep there unti l God decided he
was done for the night . She didn’t
end up sleeping in the bathroom be-
cause the storm passed quickly, but

she certainly did-
n’t come out until
the thunder qui-
eted.

I feel blessed
that I shared in
my mom’s awe of
the thunder and
rainstorm. I think

it is nature’s purest form of beauty. I
marvel at God’s wonder. In the storm
we find light in the darkness, quiet in
the noise, and peace in the fear. For
me, the monsoon season is a re-
minder that this world, and all of us,
are fearfully and wonderfully made.

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

9/23

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 9

I t ' s o f t e n t h e l i t t l e
t h i n g s i n o u r l i v e s a n d
h o m e s t h a t c a u s e a n g s t
and f r u s t r a t i o n . . . h e re a re
s o m e q u i c k f i x e s f o r m a n y
o f t h e o t h e r s u b t l e , o r n o t
s o s u b t l e s t re s s e s w e f a c e .

Summer is the BEST time to
remove unwanted trees!

call today and get
1100%%
OOFFFF!!

LIC. #1017900
BONDED &
INSURED

9/23

... the monsoon season is a re-
minder that  this  world,  and al l  of
us ,  are fearful ly  and wonderful ly
made.
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Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
9/23

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

9/
23

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYSwelcome

As I’ve  sa id  before ,  I  was
ra ised as  the  country  was  coming
out  of  the  Great  Depress ion when
things  were  a  whole  lo t  d i f ferent
than they are  now.  Meals  were
cooked at  home and the family al l
sat  at  the ki tchen table together to
eat .  We didn’ t  have iPods ,  ce l l
phones  or  fas t
food res taurants
to  keep us  f rom
eat ing wi th  the
family.  We could
be out  playing or
a t  the  l ibrary  or
over at  a fr iend’s
house ,  but  we
were expected to
be  home in  t ime
to set  the table for  dinner.
I  was  looking through my

mom’s  old  rec ipe  cards  the  o ther
day and as  I  read some of  them I
could remember eat ing that  dish or
watching mama preparing i t  for  her
family.  In going through the cards,
I  real ized a lot  of  the meals  mama
cooked weren’ t  wr i t ten  down on
cards .  She jus t  knew how to  cook
them and fortunately,  passed them
on to  us  g i r l s .  I  guess  you would
cal l  some of  the  meals  “comfor t
food,” as they made me think of the
t imes with family.
What is  comfort  food? Accord-

ing to  the  in ternet ,  they are  foods
that  remind us of  comfort ing child-
hood memories .  For  most  of  us ,
these  foods  are  a  long way f rom
gourmet.  They bring on feel ings of
nosta lg ia ,  safe ty  and secur i ty .
Someone took a poll  and l is ted the
top 25 most  popular  comfort  foods,
and bel ieve  i t  or  not ,  in  th is  pol l
peanut  butter  and jel ly sandwiches
and gr i l led  cheese  sandwiches
came out on top.  I  won’t  l is t  al l  25,
but  here is  a  part ial  l is t :  apple pie,
f r ied chicken,  meat loaf ,  chocolate
chip  cookies ,  chicken and
dumplings,  chil i ,  beef stew, tomato

soup and tuna casserole .  So I  de-
cided to take my own poll .  On the
top of  the  l i s t  were  macaroni  and
cheese,  pot roast ,  fr ied chicken and
potato salad.  
I’m going to l is t  our family fa-

vori tes and tel l  you how we cooked
them. There won’t  be many recipes
because  i t  depends  on the  s ize  of
your  family  as  to  how much you
cook.  You don’t  want to cook a big
four  or  f ive-pound roas t  for  jus t
two or  three  in  the  family .  How-
ever,  you might  want to cook more
than your  family  can ea t  in  one

meal  as  some of
these  are  jus t  as
good,  i f  not  bet -
ter ,  warmed up
for  another  meal
or a  snack.
My s is ter

Maxine  sa id  the
meal  she  remem-
bers  the  most  i s
what we called . . .  

Smothered Steak
The ingredients  are:
Round Steak
Potatoes
Onion
Oil
Flour 
Salt  & pepper
1 can Bouil lon Soup,  or  a cou-

ple Bouil lon cubes
Water
Have ready a  large baking pan

with  a  l id  or  a luminum foi l .  Heat
the  o i l  in  a  large  f ry ing pan.  Cut
the  s teak in to  serving s ize  pieces ,
salt  and pepper to taste,  and dredge
in flour.  Shake excess f lour off  and
brown good in  the  f ry ing pan and
when meat is  browned good,  trans-
fer to the baking pan. Scrub enough
potatoes  for  your  family  and s l ice
in quarter  to eighth inch sl ices and
lay on top of  the  s teak.  Peel  and
sl ice  as  many onions  as  you wi l l
need (one is  usual ly  enough)  and
put on top of  the potatoes.  Salt  and
pepper  to  tas te .  Add the  can of
soup or  the  boui l lon cubes  and
enough water to just  come up to the
top of  potatoes.  
Cover  and bake in  a  350 oven

for about  an hour or  unti l  meat  and

by Jean Briner

Getting Comfortable

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : Wi t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(September 2013)

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 9/
23

potatoes are done.  You can do this
wi thout  the  boui l lon,  but  i t  jus t
makes  a  more  f lavorful  d ish  wi th
i t .
Randy’s favori te  is  . . .
Pot Roast
You wil l  need:
1 good roast  – I  think chuck is

best .
A couple of  cloves of  garl ic
Salt  and Pepper
Oil
Red Wine,  beef  broth or  water
Carrots
Onion
Potatoes (optional  – see note)
Pat the roast dry with paper tow-

els. Peel and slice garlic, make slits
in roast and insert the sliced garlic.
Salt and pepper the roast. In the pot
you will be cooking the roast, pour a
couple of tablespoons of oil in bot-
tom and heat well.  Brown roast in
pot on both sides. When roast is

browned good, remove to plate. Add
a little more oil and add sliced veg-
etables, stirring until well browned,
Remove to plate. Pour about a cup of
desired liquid into pan and using a
wooden spoon scrape all  the brown
bits from the bottom of the pan.
Don’t discard them as these are
yummy and part of the flavoring. Put
roast back in the pan and add the
vegetables. Add additional liquid
(about 2 or 3 cups) to come half way
up the roast. Cover pot and put in a
275 degree oven. Cook a 3-pound
roast for about 3 hours and a 4 to 5-
pound roast you should allow 4
hours. Do not peek during cooking
until  right at last when you make
sure it is done. After taking the roast
and vegetables out and placing on
serving platter, make gravy with the
liquid remaining in the pot, spooning

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

What is  comfort  food? Ac-
cording to  the internet ,  they
are  foods  that  remind us  o f
comfort ing chi ldhood memo-
ries.
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire

off any surface fat. You may have to
add more liquid, make a paste of a
couple tablespoons of cornstarch and
water. When liquid is boiling, add
the cornstarch and whisk until mixed
well and thick enough as you prefer.

Note about potatoes: Some people
don’t like potatoes cooked with the
roast, they prefer cooking them sepa-
rate and making mashed potatoes.

And my favori te? I have been
thinking about this for a couple of
days and it is hard to pick just one.
There is fried chicken, or meat loaf,
or just about anything from the gar-
den. How about a pot of pinto beans
with fr ied potatoes and fr ied okra
and a pan of cornbread? But I think
the meal I remember the most is
corned beef hash – this is one dish
you defini te ly want lef t overs .
Warmed up for breakfast with an
egg cooked anyway you like i t , a

toasted English muffin – delicious!
Corned Beef Hash
You’ll need:
Pota toes – peeled and cut in to

cubes
An onion – chopped
Salt and Pepper
1 Can Corned Beef
Oil for frying
Pour a couple of tablespoons of

oi l in a frying pan and get i t hot .
Pour in the pota toes and onions
with salt and pepper. Fry until done
and golden brown. Don’t use too
much oi l , you don’ t want to deep
fry the pota toes . Open the can of
corned beef and break i t up and
pour into potatoes. Continue cook-
ing unti l meat is hot and well dis-
tr ibuted in the potatoes.

There you have it , some of our
comfor t food. What is yours? I
hope whatever i t i s i t br ings back
lots of good memories of home,
family and love.

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

The Joy of Showing Animals for 4-H

Golden Oak 4-H
This year, Golden Oak 4-H partici-

pated in their first Madera District Fair.
Madera Fair is a place where youth get to
participate in the display of skills related
to agriculture, arts and education. 4-H
and FFA Clubs from all over the county
come together to compete in multiple dif-
ferent livestock exhibits as well as still
exhibits.

Golden Oak 4-H had a phenomenal
showing atMadera Fair this year with out-
standing performances by our primary
members. Iris Garzon, who placed 1st in
the Acrylic Flowers Painting, entered
many still exhibits such as the Cattle
Women’s Coloring Contest, a Bug’s Life
Butterfly and participated in Primary
Pygmy Goat Showmanship and Evalua-
tion. Elizabeth Morgan, who Placed 2nd
for the Lipstick on a PygmyGoat Costume
Contest and Cakes for chocolate cupcakes.

We had outstanding performances
from our Intermediate members as well.
Hunter Williams-Smith Placed 1st in In-
termediate Poultry Showmanship, 3rd in
Intermediate Small Animal Master
Showmanship and 4th in Bantam Breed-
ing Avian. In large animals, Hunter
Placed 1st in Heavyweight Breeding Doe
and 2nd in Intermediate Best 3 Doe’s
Boer Goat, 1st in Daughters and Dam
Breeding Boer Does, Best of Division in
Livestock Education Poster, 2nd in

Please see 4-H on P. 15

CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE

mad e — sma l l t h i n g , b i g p a y -
o f f . P a y a t t e n t i o n t o wh a t f r u s -
t r a t e s you and con s i d e r whe r e i t
m i gh t b e mo r e conven i e n t .

Ta s k s — Wha t d o y o u f e a r
you won ’ t g e t d on e ? I s i t p a y i ng
b i l l s o n t ime , c h e ck i ng t h e k i d s ’
s c h o o l p a p e r s , l a u n d r y ? S c h e d -
u l e a r e g u l a r t im e t o d o i t a n d
p u t i t o n t h e c a l e n d a r w i t h r e -
m inde r s so t h a t , un t i l i t b e comes
r o u t i n e , y o u won ’ t f o r g e t . C a l -
e n d a r b l o c k s o f t im e f o r t a s k s
t h a t t a k e s e v e r a l h ou r s .

You migh t have no t i c ed th r e e
c ommon t h eme s among many o f
t h e s e s o l u t i o n s : c r e a t i n g home s ,
l im i t s a n d r o u t i n e s . T h e s e a r e
go l d i n t h e o r g an i z i n g wo r l d .

When e v e r y o u f e e l s t r e s s e d ,
s t o p a n d c o n s i d e r : i s t h e r e a
h ome , l im i t o r r o u t i n e s o l u t i o n
f o r t h i s i s s u e ?

Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729,
call 559-871-3314 or email info@or-
ganized bychoice.com. You can vis i t
www. organizedbychoice.com when
you go online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

Golden Oak 4-H members at the Madera
District Fair included (from top left) Eliza-
beth Morgan and Iris Garzon, Sarah Morgan,
Wyatt Morgan and Hunter Williams-Smith.
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Click on “Local News” at

Senior Report

October Brings Holiday Craft Fair

9/
23

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

9/
23

By Me lan i e Wi l l i ams

Th e C r a f t F a i r i s j u s t
a r o u nd t h e c o r n e r .

T h e R a n c h o s /H i l l s S e n i o r
C e n t e r i s h o s t i n g t h e 5 t h An -
nu a l Ho l i d a y C r a f t F a i r o n S a t -
u r d a y , Oc t . 2 1 f r om 9 a .m . t o 2
p .m . We h a v e man y r e t u r n i n g
v endo r s a nd a f ew new vendo r s
c om i ng t o t h e Ho l -
i d a y C r a f t F a i r . I f
y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d
i n p a r t i c i p a t i n g a s
a v e n d o r o r a v o l -
u n t e e r a t o u r C r a f t
F a i r , t h e r e i s s t i l l
t im e t o s i g n u p .
Th e c e n t e r w i l l b e
s e l l i n g h ambu r g -
e r s , v e g g i e b u r g -
e r s a n d h o t d o g s
t o a n y o n e who
wou l d l i k e t o p u r -
c h a s e a BBQ
l u n c h . C ome a n d
j o i n u s o n S a t u r -
d a y , O c t . 2 1 f o r
t h e Ho l i d a y C r a f t
F a i r a t t h e R a n -
c h o s /H i l l s S e n i o r
Cen t e r . We a r e l o -
c a t e d a t 3 7 3 3 0
Be r k s h i r e D r i v e i n
Mad e r a R a n c h o s .
Yo u a r e w e l c ome
t h e c a l l t h e Cen t e r
a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4
a n y we e k d a y f r om
9 a .m . t o 1 p .m .
f o r mo r e i n f o rm a -
t i o n .

Ou r g u e s t s a t
t h e R a n c h o s /H i l l s
S e n i o r C e n t e r h a d
a won d e r f u l t im e
a t t h e S umme r
N i g h t s I c e C r e am So c i a l l a s t
mo n t h . J ame s M i l l e r c o o r d i -
n a t e d t h e L e g a c y Ve t e r a n ’ s
Mo t o r c y c l e C l u b t o p r e s e n t a
n ew Ame r i c a n F l a g t o t h e Cen -
t e r w i t h a f o rm a l f l a g r a i s i n g
c e r emon y . We s a n g t h e S t a r -
S p a n g l e d B a n n e r i n a p p r e c i a -
t i o n o f t h e v e t e r a n s f o r t h e i r
s e r v i c e i n t h e m i l i t a r y a s we l l
a s t h e i r p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e
Ame r i c a n f l a g . A f t e rw a r d we
h a d d e l i c i o u s h omemad e i c e
c r e am and a good t ime o f c o n -

v e r s a t i o n w i t h n ew gu e s t s a n d
membe r s . Dav i d B r a d f o r d f r om
B r a d f o r d D J En t e r t a i nme n t
c omp i l e d a g r e a t l i s t o f mu s i c
a n d d o n a t e d h i s t im e a n d
e q u i pme n t f o r t h e S umme r
N i g h t s I c e C r e am So c i a l .
E v e r y o n e e n j o y e d t h e c o n t em -
po r a r y mu s i c g e n r e s a s we l l a s
s ome o f t h e “Go l d e n Od i e s . ”

We h a d g u e s t s
d anc i ng a l ong w i t h
a f ew b r a v e s o u l s
wh o s a n g w i t h
K a r a o k e i n s t r u -
m e n t a t i o n i n t h e
b a c kg r o und . Th e r e
w e r e ma n y r e -
q u e s t s t o h a v e
B r a d f o r d D J En -
t e r t a i nme n t c ome
b a c k f o r a n o t h e r
K a r a o k e N i g h t a t
t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r
i n t h e f u t u r e .

We a p p r e c i a t e
t h e p e o p l e who
c ame t o o u r o p e n
h o u s e e v e n t . I t
w a s a g o o d o p p o r -
t u n i t y t o l e a r n
mo r e a b o u t t h e
R a n c h o s / H i l l s
S e n i o r C e n t e r .
T h a n k y o u t o
Ma r g o Conk l e a n d
Con n i e P r i n c e f o r
t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n
a n d p r omo t i o n o f
t h e e v e n t a n d a l l
t h e vo l un t e e r s who
h e l p e d d u r i n g o u r
Summer N igh t s I c e
C r e am Soc i a l .

A n o t h e r p r o j -
e c t i s i n t h e wo r k s
a t t h e

R a n c h o s /H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r .
T h e p l a n i s t o f o rm a t c h e s s
c l u b f o r p e o p l e who a r e i n t e r -
e s t e d i n p l a y i n g c h e s s o n a
s em i -we ek l y b a s i s . We a r e pu t -
t i n g o u t t h e wo r d t o a l l c h e s s
e n t h u s i a s t s t h a t we h av e a n e x -
p e r i e n c e d c h e s s p l a y e r who i s
w i l l i n g t o v o l u n t e e r t o t e a c h
t h e g ame o f c h e s s , a s w e l l a s
c o o r d i n a t e c h e s s g ame s f o r a l -
r e a d y e x p e r i e n c e d c h e s s p l a y -
e r s . H e we l c ome s n o v i c e o r
e x p e r i e n c e d c h e s s p l a y e r s .

T h i s i s a n ew a c t i v i t y i n t h e
p l a n n i n g s t a g e s a t t h e S e n i o r
C e n t e r . I f y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a c h e s s c l u b a nd
a r e w i l l i n g t o c ome a n d p l a y
w i t h o t h e r c h e s s e n t h u s i a s t s ,
c a l l t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r a t 5 5 9 -
6 45 - 4 864 .

Come ch e c k ou t o u r Ex e r c i s e
C l a s s o n Mond a y , Wed n e s d a y
a n d F r i d a y a t 1 1 a .m . a n d c a r d
G ame s a r e e v e r y T h u r s d a y a t
1 2 : 1 5 p .m . Th e Mon t h l y S a l e i s
o n Oc t . 7 f r om 8 a .m . t o n oon .

Ou r O c t o b e r B i r t h d a y a n d
Ann i v e r s a r y Lun ch e on i s o n S a t -
u r d a y , O c t . 2 8 a t P h o e n i c i a n
Ga r d e n a t 1 0 25 E . He r n d on Ave
#106 i n F r e s n o .

We en cou r a g e t h e c ommun i t y
t o c ome t o t h e Odd F e l l ow s

B r e ak f a s t on Oc t . 15 . I t ’ s a g r e a t
S u n d a y mo r n i n g b r e a k f a s t
s e r v e d f r om 7 : 3 0 a .m . t o 1 1 a .m .
o n t h e t h i r d S u n d a y o f e a c h
mon t h . Th e Odd Fe l l ow s Ha l l i s
l o c a t e d on Ave 15 and Road 29 .
T h e y d o n a t e t o ma n y Mad e r a
c ommun i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s . We
g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e i r c o n t i n -
u e d g e n e r o s i t y a n d d o n a t i o n t o
suppo r t t h e Rancho s /H i l l s S en i o r
Cen t e r .

C a l l o r c o n t a c t u s f o r mo r e
i n f o rm a t i o n a b o u t o u r w e e k l y
a n d mon t h l y a c t i v i t i e s a t 5 5 9 -
6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 o r ema i l u s a t r h s e -
n i o r s@a t t . n e t

T h o u g h t f o r O c t o b e r : “ A u -
t u m n … t h e y e a r ’s l a s t , l o v e l i e s t
s m i l e . ” J o h n H o w a rd B r y a n t , I n -
d i a n S u m m e r

Guests and members enjoy the
Summer Nights Ice Cream Social at
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

The Legacy Veterans Motorcy-
cle Club presented a new flag for
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

skeptical about that approach, arguing
that the U.S. Supreme Court is likely to
be the final arbiter. The high court could
also overturn a favorable ruling for
Bonta, should he decide to answer his
colleagues’ call.

Assemblymember Evan Low, a De-
mocrat from Silicon Valley who initiated
the letter, said the strategy is all about
pushing the courts to fast-track the mat-
ter. Dec. 8 is the deadline for Weber to
declare which candidates are eligible for
California’s primary ballot, and state De-

mocrats fear other attempts to disqualify
Trump aren’t moving fast enough.

“Whatever the courts decide it is im-
portant that they do so quickly to avoid
further political strife,” Low said, “and
the Attorney General is uniquely posi-
tioned to get the American people the an-
swers we need to protect our Republic.”

The letter was also signed by Demo-
cratic Assemblymembers Alex Lee,
Stephanie Nguyen, Kevin McCarty,
Corey Jackson, Mike Gipson, Mike Fong
and Phil Ting and state Sen. Josh Becker.

This article originally appeared on
www.politico.com.

VOTE cont. from P. 2
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork9/23
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
love to see you at our next meeting, Wednesday, October 11
at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center.
Come join us and see what’s going on in your community. Call
us TODAY at 645-4001.

NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr  MMeeeettiinngg

9/23

Come find out more about their all-new
full-service butcher shop, featuring
Harris Ranch Choice cuts of beef.

Everyone is invited! Come get involved with your Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce and let’s do some social and

business networking • Bring business cards for drawings
Hors d’oeuvre and drinks will be available

For more information contact the Chamber at 645-4001

When’s the next mixer?

Tuesday Oct. 17 • 6-7:30 p.m.
State Foods Supermarket

37405 Ave. 12
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•Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set!
• Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your
utility company and only pay for the energy you use.
• More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you
deserve.

$1,200 average first year savings • 5 Star rating on Google • Kuubix Master Dealer • FREE Estimate

559-978-7448
6081 N 1st Street • Suite 101 • Fresno • info@solarbystellar.com

9/
23
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By Robin Henderson Kongoni

“There is no power for change greater
than a community discovering what it
cares about." – Margaret J. Wheatley.

Exciting News for the Ranchos
Community: Coming Soon! Ranchos Li-
brary Teleconference Room! We are
thrilled to announce a fantastic addition
to our beloved Ranchos Library that will
further strengthen our community bonds
and facilitate meaningful connections.
As SEMCU’s (Southeast Madera
County United’s) next donation project,
the Ranchos Library will soon feature a
state-of-the-art teleconference room,
creating a hub for communication, col-
laboration and community engagement.

The Ranchos Library has always been
a cherished space for learning and gather-
ing, now it's taking a step into the digital
age. With SEMCU's donation, a complete
remote virtual meeting system will allow
anyone in our community to book time in
our library and host virtual meetings.

Here are some exciting features of
our library’s newly equipped telecon-
ference room:

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents
&&Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 9/
23

1. Large Wall-Mounted TV – A
high-quality, wall-mounted TV will pro-
vide crystal-clear visuals, ensuring that
participants can engage in meetings
with clarity and ease.

2. Independent Speakers – Inde-
pendent speakers that deliver impecca-
ble audio quality, making every
conversation, presentation, or discus-
sion more engaging.

3. Roaming Microphone – A roam-
ing microphone ensures everyone's
voice is heard, even in larger gatherings,
promoting inclusivity and effective
communication.

4. Camera – A top-notch camera
will capture participants from various
angles, making it feel like you're right
there in the room with your colleagues,
friends or fellow community members.

5. Podium – For those moments
when a central point of focus is needed,
a podium will be available, ensuring a
professional and organized meeting at-
mosphere.

Our goal is that starting from the
end of September 2023, individuals and
groups are welcome to book with the li-
brary staff dates ahead and reserve the
teleconference room. This exciting ad-
dition will be ideal for various commu-
nity activities. The conference room will
allow people to: • Come together and

discuss upcoming events, brainstorm so-
lutions to challenges or catch up with
family, friends, and neighbors, engage
with Government Representatives,
Schedule a virtual meeting with govern-
ment representatives to voice your con-
cerns, ask questions and participate in
local governance. • Sports teams and
leagues can set up virtual meetings with
players and coaches, enhancing collabo-
ration and strategizing.

SEMCU is happy to make this valu-
able addition to our library possible. It's a
testament to the power of community col-
laboration and the belief in creating
spaces where we can come together phys-
ically or virtually. We encourage anyone
in our community to suggest ideas for fu-
ture community-worthy projects. Your
input is valued, so we all can continue to
make the Ranchos a vibrant and con-
nected community.

We can't wait to see the Ranchos Li-
brary's teleconference room in action and
witness the positive impact it will have on
our community. Please contact the staff
at the Ranchos Library for details on how
to book your time and get ready to em-

brace the future of community engage-
ment.

Our next teleconference is on Mon-
day, Oct. 16 at 6 p.m. You can partici-
pate or just listen to the SEMCU
meetings via telephone or computer. By
telephone just dial 312-757-3121 and
you will get prompted to input the ac-
cess code 715657949#. By computer,
tablet or phone you can use the link
www.gotomeet.me/GreystoneConfer-
ence.

To reach SEMCU for more infor-
mation or suggestions, call 559-363-
9095 or reach us at www.semcu.org or
by email at info@semcu.org. 

There are opportunities to become a
Board Member if you live in Southeast
Madera, which will allow you to be a
part of the decision-making process with
our collaborative group of concerned
neighbors in SEMCU’s community area.
It will be your opportunity to voice your
concerns and have an input on how is-
sues facing our community are handled. 

SEMCU is “By the Community, 
For the Community”
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

9/23 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Chapter Group Breeding Boer Does, 3rd
in Heavy Weight Breeding Doe and 5th in
Mid-Weight Breeding Doe.

Wyatt Morgan received Best of Divi-
sion in Intermediate Drawing of a Boeing
747-SP, 1st in Lipstick on a Pig Cattle
Costume Contest, 4th in Registered Breed-
ing Heifer and Market Steer and Placed 6th
in Intermediate Beef Showmanship. Grif-
fin Williams- Smith Placed 1st in the Live-
stock Education Poster on Biosecurity as
well as entered still exhibits such as
Wooden Ring Crafts and Cloud Nine
Photo Contest. Sarah Morgan received
Champion Yorkshire and Duroc Market
Hog, Best of Division for Confections for
Ice Cream Cone Cake Pops, 1st in Lipstick
on a Pig Swine Costume Contest, 1st in
Mason Jar Bouquet and 3rd in Intermedi-
ate Swine Showmanship.

Keep a lookout in local social media
for activities in which our club may be par-
ticipating. If you would like more infor-
mation on our club or would like to join
Golden Oak 4-H, please contact our club
leaders at 4hgoldenoak@gmail.com.
By Jacob Garzon

Sierra Shadows 4-H
The Sierra Shadows 4-H club com-

peted at the Madera District Fair in Sep-
tember under the theme of “Light Up the
Night.” In total, 18 members represented

our club across numerous classes and com-
petitions, including market and breeding
livestock and animals, showmanship,
horses and still exhibits.

Highlighting the club competitions, the
Sierra Shadows Garden Display, put together
by Jake Poore, Ava Wells, Colie Tickel, Si-
enna Garcia, Paisley Bower and led by Dana
Poore, won 1st Place and Best of Show. Our
Swine Group won 1st
Place 4-H Club
Group, and our Goats
were awarded 3rd
Place 4-H Club
Group. The Club
Group selects its three
best animals to com-
pete against all other
clubs as a group. Lucy
Lee and Taylor Ward
represented our Horse
Group with Taylor
competing in 10 dif-
ferent horse events
and won 1st Place in
4-H Intermediate
Showmanship, 1st Place in her Mare Halter
class, 1st Overall in 4-H Intermediate West-
ern High-Points and 1st Place in Western
Horsemanship, among other awards. Lucy
competed in 13 horse events, placing 2nd in
Gelding Halter, 2nd in 4-H Intermediate
showmanship for both English and Western
and 2nd in the “Big T” pattern for
Gymkhana.

Our six Swine members hauled
home multiple accolades, including
Roman Pena’s Grand Champion 4-H and
Champion Light Cross Market Hog;
Ciara Pena’s Champion Hampshire;
Micah Lee’s Reserve Champion Duroc;
Eli Garcia’s Reserve Champion Hamp-
shire; and Landon Davis’ Reserve Cham-
pion Yorkshire. Landon Davis and

Sienna Garcia also
took home first Place
in their respective
classes. Landon
Davis also received
2nd Place Pen of Two
Market Hogs, and
2nd Place Farrowed
and Fed. All six
members Placed in
their showmanship
classes, with Roman
Pena, Ciara Pena
and Eli Garcia tak-
ing 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
Place, respectively,
in Junior Showman-

ship. Landon Davis won 2nd Place in In-
termediate Showmanship. Three
members exhibited Meat Goats, Aubrey
Rocca winning 4-H Reserve Champion
Lightweight Market Goat, and Annelise
Crandall and Lucy Lee taking 3rd Place
in their classes. Annelise was also 6th in
Junior Showmanship and Lucy Placed
8th in Intermediate Showmanship.

In small animals, our Rabbit Group
led the way with Emily Wallace taking
home Outstanding 4-H Rabbit Exhibitor
and winning 1st Place in two separate
classes and 3rd Place Rabbit Meat Pen.
Emily also won 1st Place in intermediate
showmanship and Jake Biesenthal placed
2nd. Landon Davis received 2nd In Class
with his Pygmy Goat and 7th Place in In-
termediate Poultry showmanship. Our pri-
mary members, also known as Cloverbuds,
proved that what they lack in size they
make up for in work ethic. Paisley Bower
and Brooke Davis exhibited their Pygmy
Goats and Brooke also exhibited her Old
English Bantam chicken. Paisley Fahey
and Jade Mellot both showed in Peewee
Goat Showmanship. The livestock show
was wrapped up with a Round Robin on
Friday where the champion showman got
to show each of the six different species in
their division of small or large animals.
Taylor Ward Placed 4th in 4-H Intermedi-
ate Large Animal Round Robin and Emily
Wallace was 5th in Intermediate 4-H
Small Animal Round Robin. Annelise
Crandall, Aubrey Rocca, Jamey Crandall,
Landon Davis and Cloverbud Members
Brooke Davis, Paisley Fahey and Paisley
Bower all exhibited still exhibits, taking
home numerous accolades.

Save the date for our next club meet-
ing on Tuesday, Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. at Sierra
View Elementary.
By Mikayla Carr

4-H cont. from P. 9

to deprive parents of their right to func-
tion as parents? 

The answer lies in the ultimate aim
of the Left, which is to impose maximum
control over the individual. Our country
is based on the notion that individual

rights take precedence over unlimited
governmental power. We are at a dan-
gerous moment in American history in
which individual freedom is under at-
tack. One way for the Left to achieve its
objective is by destroying the nuclear
family. In California, the family is being
crushed by laws supporting false gender

theories and denying parents the right to
raise their kids. 

Should adults be allowed to choose
their sexual identity? Yes. The real
question is, should their decision be
binding on the rest of us? If a man is
sufficiently deluded to believe he is a
woman, we have the right to disagree
without facing government coercion.
That is doubly true when it comes to
protecting children from making disas-
trous decisions about their bodies. A
distinction must be made between con-
senting adults and immature children,
who are easy marks for destructive left-

ist ideology. 
California politicians want to de-

stroy the family by convicting concerned
parents of child abuse. It is time for par-
ents to vote these sick politicians out of
office.

Ed Brodow is a conservative politi-
cal commentator and author of 10 books,
including his latest, THE WAR ON
WHITES: How Hating White People Be-
came the New National Sport. He can be
found at www.edbrodowpolitics.com.
This article originally appeared at
www.PolitiCrossing.com.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

Sierra Shadows 4-H members Ciara
Pena, Landon Davis, Micah Lee, Sienna Gar-
cia, Roman Pena and Eli Garcia at the
Madera District Fair in early September.

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

9/23

Lic.#414178
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Median Listing Price
$488K

MedianDays onMarket
17

Median Sold Price
$477K

Median Price/SF Sold
$251

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® •DRE02093132

Jessica Gonzales
559-408-1784

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161

WE GOT YOU!

9/
23

“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

9/
23

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden

Hello to the fall season. The cool-
ing weather is very much welcomed
along with all the festive events, hol-
idays and gatherings we share during
this time of the year.
We are sending congratulations

to Bruce Wilson of the Madera Ran-
chos who won
our Labor Day
BBQ Basket raf-
fle. He was ex-
tremely happy
with the win as
lots of items to
create a success-
ful BBQ gather-
ing were
packaged in the
basket. Plus, a
very unique large
c o u n t r y - s t y l e
hanging dinner
bell that was de-
signed and
“ b l a c k s m i t h
crafted” by one
of our own mem-
bers, Rod
Chaney. Again,
congra tu la t ions
Bruce.
Mark a “Save the Date” on your

calendar for our Winter Christmas
Tea happening on Saturday Nov. 18.
An easy, relaxing, fun event with
lunch, raffle prizes and a silent auc-
tion. Many of the auction items are
perfect for the fall/winter seasons.
The event will be held locally and it’s
usually midday. A flyer will be out
toward the end of September. You’ll
be able to find them in the Ranchos
Library, local businesses and on
“What’s up in the Ranchos?” on Face-
book. The cost of tickets is $25 each
and only 60 tickets will be sold. Tick-
ets will go on sale Oct. 1 and if you
would like to reserve tickets you can
email Sally Rowden at rowden-

sally2@gmail.com.
I just attended a Kiwanis Leader-

ship Training program with our 11
Kiwanis Division 5 clubs. I came to
realize that no matter the size of the
group, positive things can be accom-
plished and you shouldn’t put your
ideas in a confining box but rather
think “big picture.” Of course, that

big picture must
address what your
community really
needs.
As I’ve seen

shared on
“What’s up in the
Ranchos?” folks
have posted ideas
of needs focusing
on re-establishing
the Flatlander’s
Parade and/or
getting a commu-
nity park built.
All projects need
the community,
clubs, organiza-
tions, agencies,
b u s i n e s s e s ,
churches, etc., to
have a voice and
become a team

working together in seeing these proj-
ects happen. Possibly as you’re read-
ing this you might have other ideas
you would like heard. We welcome
you to email us and share your ideas.
Send your ideas to rowden-
sally2@gmail.com. As we gain input,
we will share in our newspaper arti-
cles and “What’s up in the Ranchos?”

“People were designed for ac-

Time for a HOME change?
Let ME help you.

Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@guarantee.com
DRE LIC. #01894032

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

555599--990033--00885555

9/
23

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

    Real Estate

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

TThhee  LLuuxxuurryy
HHoommee  RReeaallttoorr

LLoouurriiee  FFoollllaanndd

aann  eexxppeerrtt  iinn  yyoouurr  aarreeaa!! AAvvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  RReeaall  EEssttaattee  aanndd  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  nneeeeddss

555599--779900--44772299
FFoollllaanndd@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett

555599--779900--44772299
FFoollllaanndd@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett

BBRREE  ##0011331166334466
TThheeLLuuxxuurryyHHoommeeRReeaallttoorr..ccoomm

TTrruullyy  LLooccaall,,  TTrruullyy  EExxppeerrtt

9/
23

Cool Weather Brings Cool Kiwanis Events
Kiwanis Korner

Congratulations to Bruce Wilson of
Madera Ranchos, the winner of our Labor Day
BBQ Basket raffle and hand-crafted blacksmith
dinner bell.
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it one of these days. No one would choose
to be stumbling, bumbling and incoherent.
So, as the title states, I do not blame Joe
Biden for his declining mental condition.
It is a condition not of his choosing. But I
do blame him – vehemently – for using his
remaining limited faculties to bring down
our once great nation! Weak as he is, he’s
done his part to stoke crushing inflation,
push the climate change hoax, open our
borders to anyone from anywhere, and
weaken our military preparedness. But I do
blame his handlers, whoever they may be,
for leading him to speak (“Speak, Joe!”)
on behalf of disastrous policies and to sign
disastrous bills. They know what they are
doing, and he is cognizant enough on oc-
casion to reflexively push the most de-
structive liberal policies. Inexplicably,
voters were well aware of his shortcom-
ings, so how in the world did he get
elected?

Blame those who voted for him and
out-vote them next
year.

Democrats ig-
nored Biden’s im-
pairments and voted
him into office any-
way, perhaps with the
help of some squishy
Republicans and
never-Trump voters,
and perhaps with the
help of a few voting
irregularities. This is
a cautionary tale. As
we know, the na-
tional presidential
election will be held
in November 2024,
but before that, in the

California Primary Election on March 5,
2024, registered voters will cast their bal-
lots to nominate the candidates whose
names will appear on the November bal-
lot. The last day to register before the Pri-
mary is Feb. 20, 2024. If you have a
favorite presidential candidate, you’ll want
to make sure you’re registered and then
vote in the Primary for him or her.

See you next year at the polls in
March and November.

By Betty Van Valkenburg

I’m not a doctor, nor do I play one on
TV. But it is apparent to anyone with eyes to
see and ears to hear that Joe Biden, hapless
President of the United States of America,
suffers from serious cognitive decline.

Duh!
And he was already noticeably im-

paired when he was elected. His condition
was – and is – apparent to
all, except perhaps to good-
‘ol stumble-bum Joe him-
self. And the impairment
has become increasingly
worse during his disastrous
tenure. Everyone sees it.
Everyone knows it. Foreign
dignitaries see it firsthand
as they help him off stage
or direct him where he
should go. A Medal of
Honor hero knew it as
Biden turned his back on
him before his award cere-
mony was over and absent-
mindedly walked out of the
room. Frighteningly, Amer-
ica’s enemies know it and
see his weakness. His staffers knew it when
they enlisted the Easter Bunny to lead him
off stage. And the whole world saw on tel-
evision his disastrous and tragic withdrawal
from Afghanistan.

He exhibits even more impairment
today, embarrassing the country with gaffes,
incoherence, obvious lies, memory lapses,
stumbles, odd hair-sniffing and senselessly
repeated stories. And yet, he is running
again for president of the greatest nation in

the world and leads or has led in some polls.
How can that be?

Many of us have had heart-wrenching
experiences with cognitively impaired fam-
ily members whom we love and care for.
Perhaps sweet AuntMary, like good ‘ol Joe,
stumbled over non-existent objects. But she
was not America’s commander in chief. Or
once-robust Uncle Pete, like good ‘ol Joe,
sometimes forgets who or where he is, but

he doesn’t occupy the Oval Office or have
the awesome responsibilities that comewith
it. And maybe lovable but doddering
Grandpa wants to run for president or be-
lieves that he is the duly elected president,
but unlike Joe Biden, Grandpa is not the
president, and considering his cognitive
condition, no one would allow him to run
for the highest office in the land.

No one wants or chooses severe mental
impairment, and any of us could experience

Don’t Blame Biden!

1. Is the book of Labour (KJV) in the Old or
New Testament or neither?
2. From Acts 20:35, "That so labouring ye
ought to support the weak, and to remem-
ber the words, it is more _____ to give
than to receive." Righteous, Blessed,
Bountiful
3. Ecclesiastes 3:13 states, "And also that
every man should eat and drink, and enjoy

the good of all his labour, it is the _____ of
God." Will, Gift, Law
4. From Proverbs 14:23, "In all labour
there is profit, but the _____ of the lips ten-
deth only to penury." Whispering, Talk,
Howling
5. In Ephesians 4:28, "Let him that stole
steal no more, but rather let him labour,
working with his _____." Brothers, Soul,

Hands
ANSWERS

1. Neither
2. Blessed
3. Gift
4. Talk
5. Hands

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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classified rates are
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RRAANNDDYY  BBAAIILLEEYY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$15
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849

www.bedrockeng.com

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,
pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned
propane company
in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES

DRIVEWAY  BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

Commercial/Residential
ALSO specializing in finish

carpentry & handyman services

tile • hardwood • laminate • LVP

Expert installation • over 30 yrs experience

NEW FLOORS 
IN YOUR HOME!

559-994-5908
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468   

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

Lose Weight NOW!

DIET
WORLD

MEDICAL
GROUP

Quick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

224-6744
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in the

Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 



Page 20

Click on “Local News” at

Classified
Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care
Excellent Child Care - 30+ years of
experience. Your home or mine.
Evenings after 5 p.m. and weekends.
Call and interview me! Call Diane
Whetsel at 559-645-5903.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Gutter Services
The Gut ter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tanda rd
ra in gu t t e r s . Genera l Con t rac to r .
Repa i r Main tenance . 26 yea r s
work ing in the a rea . Cal l 5 5 9 -
908 - 0759 .

Housecleaning
Over 40 yar s o f e xpe r i en c e -
Re f e r enc e s ava i l ab l e - Lupe ’ s
Hou s e C l e an i ng , r e s i d e n t i a l ,
o n e - t ime s e r v i c e , move -
i n s /move - ou t s , w i ndows , c on -
s t r u c t i o n c l e a n up .
Lup e P r a d o 2 5@y a h o o . c om .

C a l l e i t h e r o f o u r LOCAL
numb e r s : 5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2 o r
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .

Property Clean Up
Proper ty c l ean up , l andscape
maintenance and tree tr imming
- FREE ESTIMATES . P ro f e s -
s iona l and re l i ab l e . Cal l Er ic a t
559-903-3757 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows start at $5 and up -
- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.
Remove hard water stains on home
windows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.

Call Nick at 285-1723.
Free estimates.

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to ar-
rive at the figures given at the
bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the di-
agram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

9/23

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE  ccaallll  555599--664455--00663344

• When I need to dust the ceiling, I don't
have a fancy contraption; I just use my
broom. If you have popcorn ceilings,
you can rubber band a feather duster to
the end of your broom. Look around
your house, and maybe you'll find a
sneaky cleaning purpose for everyday
items. 
• Dirty candles can be cleaned up quickly
with a leg of panty hose. Slip the candle in the hose, rub the outside of the
candle and release. 
• "Rub banana on CDs with scratches. Wipe the excess off with a soft towel
and make sure all of the banana is gone before you put it in your player. It
usually does the trick for me." -- E. in Maine
• You can use a coffee filter to clean the screen of your television. It's not
scratchy and non-static. Be sure not to press down hard into today's
screens. And use only approved cleaners for your flat-screen and plasma
television sets.
• "I purchased a medium-size colander with a handle at the dollar store. I
have it hanging on a hook in the kids' bathtub. It's much easier for them to
scoop toys out of the water, and more fun too, I think." -- A.C. in Nebraska
• Need to clean your iron? Scrub the face with salt. Then heat it and run the
iron over the salt. I pour the salt on foil for even more heat effect. 

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A little "wool gathering" for the usually productive Lamb is all
right if it helps you unwind. But be careful, as too much daydreaming can put you behind
schedule in your work.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A work problem is close to being resolved. Now you can go
ahead and celebrate the week, accepting invitations from friends who enjoy your company.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Getting your new plan accepted won't be a major hassle if you
have the facts to back it up. Your supporters are also prepared to help you make your case. Good
luck.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Dealing with a pesky job problem might be time-consuming, but
necessary. The sooner you get this situation settled, the sooner you can move on to other matters.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Career advancement is favored, thanks to your impressive work
record. On a more personal side, you should soon hear some good news about an ailing family
member.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) There might be mixed signals from a certain someone who
doesn't seem all that certain about his or her intentions. Best to sort it all out now before it becomes
more confusing.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Get all the facts about that investment "opportunity"
before you put as little as $1 into it. Hidden problems might arise that could prove to be costly.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Compromising on a matter you feel strongly about not
only ends the impasse, but can be a win-win deal for all. Remember, Scorpios do well with change.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) With all the demands you currently have to deal
with, accepting the help of family and friends could be the wisest course to take at this time.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Recent upsetting incidents might have left you with
a big gap in your self-assurance. Refill it by spending time with those who know how worthy
you really are.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A dispute about money needs to be resolved quickly
before it festers into something more serious. Consider asking an impartial colleague to mediate
the matter.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A soft approach could be more effective than making a loud
demand for the information you need. You might even find yourself with more data than you
expected.

©2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

You're sought out for the wonderful advice you're able
to offer others. Sometimes you even take it yourself.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk
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1. FOOD & DRINK: What does the
acronym "IPA" stand for in a beer? 2.
LITERATURE: Who is the author of
"The Hunger Games" series? 3. U.S.
STATES: Which state has the most light-
houses? 4. GEOGRAPHY: What is the
capital of New Zealand? 5. GAMES:
What is a perfect score in bowling? 6.
SCIENCE: What does an auxanometer
measure? 7. ANIMAL KINGDOM:
What is a female donkey called? 8.
MOVIES: Which holiday is celebrated at
the end of "When Harry Met Sally"? 9.
TELEVISION: Which entertainer has
hosted "Saturday Night Live" the most?
10. ANATOMY: What is the anatomical
name for the kneecap?

1.IndiaPaleAle.
2.SuzanneCollins.
3.Michigan.
4.Wellington.
5.300points.
6.Plantgrowth.
7.Ajenny.
8.NewYear'sEve.
9.ActorAlecBaldwin,17times.
10.Patella.

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1.TheAssociation.ThesongwenttoNo.1
andendedtheyearastheNo.7songper
Billboard--untiltherankingswererevised
andthesongendedupasNo.2.2.Randy
VanWarmer,in1979.VanWarmer'srecord-
ingcompanydidn'tespeciallylikethesong,
butittoppedtheadultcontemporarychart.
3.Diamondwrotethesongafterseeinga
photoofPresidentKennedy'sdaughterCar-
oline.4.Tavares.Thesongwastoolong
andhadtobesplitbetweena-andb-sidesof
therecords.5."Mr.Blue,"bytheFleet-
woods,in1959.Thesongisn'ttobecon-
fusedwiththeCatherineFeeny"Mr.Blue"
thatendedtheseasonsixfinaleof"BoJack
Horseman,"theanimatedadultcomedyTV
series.AlthoughtheFleetwoods'song
mighthavebeenthebetterchoice.

1. Name the group that released the 1966
version of "Cherish." 2. Who wrote and re-
leased "Just When I Needed You Most"? 3.
What prompted Neil Diamond to write
"Sweet Caroline"? 4. Who released "Heaven
Must Be Missing an Angel"? 5. Name the
song that contains this lyric: "Our guardian
star lost all its glow the day that I lost you.
It lost all its glitter the day you said no."

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..
Our next meeting is Monday, October 16 at 6 p.m.

PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..
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SEMCU is changing the Ranchos Library
Conference Room to a

VIDEO CONFERENCE ROOM 
to have TELECONFERENCE capabilities

for ALL Southeast Madera residents to use.
Contact the Ranchos Library
to book your use and time.

By telephone - dial: 312-757-3121 and you will get
prompted to input the access code 715657949#
By computer, tablet or phone - use the link -

https://www.gotomeet.me/GreystoneConference


