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CELEBRATING18 YEARSIN THE RANCHOS

Jordan Wamhoff, left, and
Andy Wheeler face off for

a public discussion of
their views on the Madera

County District 1
Supervisor position at a

forum held at the Ranchos
Pizza Factory, sponsored
by the Republican Party

of Madera County.
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s this political season starts to wind down heading into the November General
Election, most local races concerning the Ranchos have already been decided –
but not so with the race for District 1 Supervisor. Relatively evenly matched in the

results of the June Primary Election, Jordan Wamhoff edged out Andy Wheeler by a
vote of 1,661 votes to 1,645. Only 16 votes separated the two candidates. Now, in the
General Election coming on November 8, the two are fighting to hold on to their exist-
ing votes and are trying to carve up the 1,517 votes that went to Michele Stephens.

In an attempt to get their names and messages out to more voters in the Ranchos, on
Monday, Sept. 12 a forum was held at the
Ranchos Pizza Factory, sponsored by the
Republican Party of Madera County. The
two candidates spoke for nearly two hours
answering questions from the public on a
broad range of topics. Here are the high-
lights of that forum.

The Forum Begins
“What do you want me to tell the peo-

ple when they call and ask?” was a question
rhetorically posed to the two candidates by
Republican Party of Madera County Chair-
person, Gina Wallace. Acting as the master
of ceremonies for the event, she was setting
the tone that she – and many others in the
room – felt that County Supervisors needed
to be accessible to all voters on all topics.

Leading off the evening was a question
of water fees being imposed on farmers
through California’s Sustainable Ground-
water Management Act, or “SGMA.”
Wamhoff was first to speak, but his concern
addressed a bigger picture. “They’re sup-
posed to raise about $10 million from this
in the County, to go toward water infra-
structure” he said, “who’s to say it doesn’t go toward consulting fees?” For Wamhoff,
trusting government to do what it says was the bigger issue. Wheeler spoke next, giving
a brief explanation of SGMA and how its creation was in response to overdrafting of Cal-
ifornia’s water tables and that it came to Madera County directly from the state. With a
state objective of being “water neutral,” meaning putting in as much as you take out,
Wheeler said, “They’re collecting a fee to be able to do: a. Water recharge; b. Fallow out
land or whatever other projects.” He continued by saying the problem for many was how
legitimate are some of these projects? “$10 million get raised but will it actually move
us to a point where we become water neutral?”

At this point, ChairpersonWallace asked a straightforward question: “Howwould you
have voted?”Wheeler attempted to explain that the real problem was not the vote but how
it got to the voting stage, to which Wallace accused Wheeler of avoiding the question.
After further insistence on Wallace’s part, Wheeler said that, given the way it was pre-

sented, he would have voted for it. Wamhoff said that, “Without having concrete, clear-cut
language as to how that money would have been spent … I would have voted no.”

Trash Talk
Wallace next asked about the recent attempt by the County Supervisors to institute

a new three-can trash system that forced people to pay for composting, even if they were
already composting themselves, pointing out that public outrage killed the plan even
though all supervisors had signaled support of the plan. When asked if he would have
supported the plan, Wamhoff succinctly answered, “No.”

Wheeler answered next by saying,
“The simple answer is ‘no,’” but he then
went on to explain that the biggest chal-
lenge County government faces is the State
decrees something and then tells the County
to figure out a way to do it. “The easy way
is to just take the State rules and pass them
on down… it’s not the best way.” Using his
experience on the Golden Valley Unified
School Board, he explained about finding
creative ways to satisfy the State while tak-
ing care of the people of the Ranchos. “It
can’t be a ‘one size fits all’ solution.” Wal-
lace then stated that the existing Supervi-
sors did roll over and didn’t listen to
constituents, but a groundswell of opposi-
tion did effect change – opposition she in-
ferred of which the Supervisors should have
been aware.

Noting all of the new building in the
Ranchos, Wallace changed gears and told
of a proposed “halfway house” for drug of-
fenders in another District that was being
planned to be built near a school, under the
guise of being “affordable housing.” Com-

munity members banded together and stopped it, but Wallace asked the candidates their
thoughts on the proposal.

“Affordable housing means a nice, small house a family cab get as a first starter
home,” Wamhoff said. He then elaborated by saying the term “affordable housing” is
often a camouflage for a myriad of different programs, including mental health and drug
treatment facilities. Secondarily, he offered that “affordable housing” is usually afford-
able as a result of massive government subsidies paying for the housing; subsidies with
which he said he disagreed. “That’s something I would keep a very watchful eye on to
make sure our community is safe.”

Andy Wheeler led off his comments by saying, “I’ll start off the phrase by saying
‘no,’ I would vote against it.” Wheeler went on to explain that a concept like affordable

A
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Every year the San
Joaquin Valley Air Dis-
trict needs artists in
grades K-12 to submit
drawings with clean air
themes for the annual
Healthy Air Living
Kids’ Calendar Con-
test. If you are a cre-
ative person and you go
to school in the San
Joaquin Valley, this contest is for you.

• Contest is open to San Joaquin Valley
school students in Kindergarten through
12th grade.

• Artwork should be your original

drawing and demon-
strate why it is im-
portant to have
clean air or how we
can all help keep our
air clean.

• Artwork
should include a
“Healthy Air Liv-
ing” message.

For complete
rules and an entry form, go to ww2.
valleyair.org/youth-resources/calendar-
contest.

The deadline for 2023 calendar entries
is Oct. 14, 2022.

Valley Air District Kids’ Calendar Area Takes 2 Lives in 48 Hours
Two people lost their lives on Ran-

chos area roads in a 48-hour period from
Sept. 15 to 16.

On Thursday, Sept. 15, a Dodge
pickup travelling northbound on Highway
41 near Avenue 15 hit a Toyota Corolla,
causing the car to travel out of control into
the southbound lane of Highway 41 and
run head-on into a BMW.

The Corolla driver was killed and the
driver of the BMW had to be airlifted to a
local hospital after sustaining major in-
juries.

No one in the pickup was hurt and the
CHP doesn’t know what triggered the ac-

cident, whether the pickup driver was try-
ing to pass or just merge into traffic.

Again on Friday, Sept. 16, a man rid-
ing a Harley Davidson was travelling east-
bound on Avenue 12 when a westbound
Altima near Road 33 1/2 attempted to pass
into his lane. Both drivers, in an attempt
to avoid the other, mistakenly turned into
each other, hit head-on and ended up on
the shoulder of the south side of Avenue
12. The motorcycle driver was ejected and
pronounced dead at the scene while the
Altima’s occupants all appeared to have
been wearing their seatbelts. They were
taken to a local hospital for their injuries.

Jordan Wamhoff, left, and Andy Wheeler
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Better Off Under Biden?

“it is always
when things

seem most
unbearable,

that we must
have faith

that America’s
trials have

meaning
beyond our

own
understanding.”

Guest Editorial

By Issues & Insights Editorial Board

When he wasn’t admiring his
White House portrait, Barack Obama
managed to say a nice thing about
President Joe Biden. He must have
been joking, though, because what he
said defies reality.

“Joe, it is now America’s good
fortune to have you as president,”
Obama said. “The country is better off
than when you took office. We should
all be deeply grateful for that.”

Our “good fortune”? Let’s review
just how much “better off” we all are
thanks to Biden and his fellow De-
mocrats.

COVID deaths: When Biden took
office on the promise that he had a
plan that would end COVID, the offi-
cial death count was 424,318. Today,
it is over 1.044 million. In other
words, there have been nearly 620,000
COVID deaths on Biden’s watch and
that’s despite all the interventions
Biden claimed would end the pan-
demic. Are the families of those
620,000 people better off?

Inflation: Despite the recent de-
cline in pump prices, gasoline costs 91
percent more than it did in January
2021, according to the Consumer
Price Index. Food prices are up 14
percent. Overall prices have climbed
13 percent in the time Biden has been
president. To put that last number in

perspective, the overall increase in the
Consumer Price Index during Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s entire four years
in office was just 7 percent.

Real earnings: How about work-
ers, are they better off? While wages
have climbed, they haven’t nearly
kept pace with Bidenflation. As a re-
sult, workers have seen their real
wages decline by 5 percent, which
works out to an effective average pay
cut of $2,726 per year. Does that, in
Obama’s mind, make them better off?

Financial stress: Inflation and a
sluggish economy have had an impact
on people’s sense of financial stress.
When Biden took office, the
IBD/TIPP Financial Related Stress
Index stood at 61.6. Anything over 50
indicates increased stress. That was
understandable since the economy was
still reeling from the COVID lock-
downs the previous year, but the fi-
nancial stress index was 69.3 in July
2022, or 12.5 percent higher. Anyone
want to argue that people are better
off under Biden when it comes to their
financial worries?

Economic optimism: The
IBD/TIPP economic optimism index
stood at 50.1 when Biden took office
and then climbed during the first few
months of his presidency. But once
Biden’s economic policies started to
take effect, confidence plunged. It is
now a desperately low 38.1. The last
time it was this low, Biden was vice
president.

Unity: When it comes to how
united the country is, well, our differ-
ences are also worse since Biden took
office, despite his solemn pledge to
bring the country back together after
Trump’s supposedly “highly divisive”
term. The TIPP unity index stands at
28.5, which is down from 37.8 back in
April 2021 – the first month TIPP
began tracking this. Even Democrats
overwhelmingly think Biden has
failed to unite the country, with the
index plunging from 53.7 in April
2021 to 35.8 today.

Stock market: On the last trading
day before Biden took office, the Dow
Jones Industrial Average stood at
30,997. Last week, it closed at 32,151.
On paper, that’s a gain of 4 percent –
which over the span of 18 months isn’t
much to brag about. (Over those same

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 17
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We’ve a l l heard tha t b londes
have more fun , bu t do organ ized
peop l e have more fun? Th ink
abou t t h i s : wha t ’ s more fun ,
spend ing $75 per month on ren t -
ing s to rage space or go ing out to
d inne r once a week? Wha t ’ s
more fun , spend ing a ½ an hour
look ing fo r you r keys o r pu r se ,
o r r ead ing a
good book?

Whi l e mos t
wou ld answer
go ing ou t t o
d inner and read-
ing , s t a t i s t i c s
show tha t many
l i fes ty le choices
resu l t in a more
s t r e s s fu l ex i s -
t ence . Tha t ’ s
no t fun . The Na-
t i ona l Assoc i a t i on o f P ro fe s -
s ional Organizers Survey showed
tha t 65 pe rcen t o f r e sponden t s
noted tha t the i r household was at
l e a s t mode ra t e ly d i so rgan i zed
and 71 percen t sa id the i r qua l i ty
o f l i f e wou ld improve i f t hey
were be t t e r o rgan i zed . The re
seems to be a d i s connec t be -
tween be l i ev ing tha t be ing o r -
gan i zed i s a be t t e r way o f l i f e
and actua l ly doing i t . So , how do
we br idge tha t gap?

Boundar ies .
I f you ’ r e v i s i t i ng the t i ge r s

a t the zoo , you’ re very aware of
the bene f i t o f bounda r i e s .
Bounda r i e s a l so enhance you r
expe r i ence in spo r t s , r e l a t i on -
sh ip s , t ime managemen t and f i -
nances . A t t imes we pe rce ive
boundar ies as res t r i c t ive or cum-
bersome, bu t they spare us f rom
s t r e s s , i n ju ry , hea r t a che and
loss .

Disorganized and
Hating It

The same i s t rue fo r bound -
a r ies in organ iza t ion . They min i -
mize anx i e ty and f ru s t r a t i on .
Here are a few common boundary
pushers and some t ips on how to
combat them.

Col l ec t i b l e s : Year s ago , a
c l i en t began co l l ec t i ng Hummel
f igur ines . For each b i r thday she
rece ives more . What used to be a
joy , i s now as bu rden as she
s t rugg les to c ram them in to c los -
e t s and keep the ones on disp lay
dus t - f ree .

Se t t ing boundar ies fo r a co l -
l e c t i on means to dec ide how
much space you want to a l lo t to
i t , choose the favor i t e s tha t wi l l
comfo r t ab ly f i t and re l ea se the
r e s t . I t a l so means g iv ing you r -
s e l f pe rmi s s ion to l e t peop l e
know you have reached you r
l im i t . Of f e r some a l t e rna t i ve
sugges t i ons fo r g i f t s l i ke a g i f t
ce r t i f i ca te fo r a massage or d in -
ne r ou t , i n o the r words , some-
th ing you don’ t have to s to re .

B a c k u p
Supp l i e s : One
woman ema i l ed
ask ing wha t t o
do wi th a l l t he
backup supp l i e s
t ha t we re
sp i l l i ng ou t a l l
ove r he r f l oo r .
She sa id she
saves money by
buy ing in bu lk
and s tock ing up

when th ings are on sa le .
L iv ing beyond ou r means

when i t comes to ou r space
comes wi th a cos t . She was
s t r e s sed wi th the c lu t t e r i t was
caus ing . Des igna t e a spec i f i c
space for backup suppl ies . Honor
tha t bounda ry and wa i t t o pu r -
chase more un t i l t he r e ’ s room
fo r i t o r , f i nd someone to sp l i t
the sa le va lue and suppl ies wi th .

Lef t -over Conta iners : Chan-
ces are you have more conta iners
for le f t -overs than you have le f t -
ove r s to pu t i n them. They t ake
up va luab l e k i t chen space and
cause s t r e s s when rummag ing
th rough a s tu f fed cab ine t t ry ing
to match a l id to a conta iner . De-
t e rmine how many you ac tua l l y
need and use . Match tha t number
of l ids and conta ine rs and le t go
o f the r e s t . Res i s t s av ing eve ry

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

9/22

Lic.#414178

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 17

woman in question was retired and
just wanted to supplement her in-
come a bit. She saw our billboard
somewhere and thought she’d just be
babysitting some elderly people a
few days a week, playing a little
cards and making them some lunch.
I don’t know if the hiring manager
skipped going over the job duties in
detail in the interview, or she just
didn’t pay attention, but as we got to
the bathing and hygiene portion of
the training she was starting to look
increasingly alarmed. So much so
that I leaned down and whispered to
her asking if she was ok. She said
she wasn’t willing to be part of this
illegal sex ring. Of all the responses
I tried to anticipate, this was not on
the list. I blinked a few times before
my brain caught up to her words.

As you can imagine, we immedi-
ately called a break and spoke to her
in private. When I asked her to clar-

ify her comment she said we were
obviously expecting her to perform
sex acts for money. No. Nope. Not
even a little. None of that is true.
That is the most wrong thing I’ve
heard in all the years I have been
doing this job.

It was so hard for me to keep a
straight face while trying to convince
this woman that we are not a prostitu-
tion ring fronted by a federally funded
home healthcare program. She didn’t
believe me and said she would be re-
porting us to the authorities and
stormed out leaving my partner, the
hiring manager, and me trying to rec-
oncile what in the heck just happened.
Side note, I would have loved to have
been on the other end of her call to
the authorities.

All I have to add is this: if things
are this exciting in a healthcare
training class for adults, there must
be an absolute party going on in
High School health classes these
days.

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed
• Septic Systems Installed •

Concrete Work
• Driveways •
Trenching

Call Sonny at
S.G.E.

Lic. #719500

9/
22

There seems to be a dis-
connec t be tween bel iev ing
that be ing organized is a
bet ter way of l i fe and actu-
ally doing it . So, how do we
bridge that gap?

Boundaries .

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

9/22
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Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
9/22

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

9/
22

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYSwelcome

Have  y ou  h a d  j u s t  a b ou t
e n ough  o f  t h i s  h o t  w e a t h e r ?  I
k n ow  we  h a v e n ’ t  h a d  s ome  o f
t h o s e  1 15  d e g r e e  d a y s  I  r emem-
b e r  f r om  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  I  u n d e r -
s t a n d  we  b r o k e  s ome  k i n d  o f
r e co r d  f o r  t h e  l onge s t  s t r e t c h  o f
d ay s  a t  1 00  o r  mo r e .  We l l ,  I  f o r
o n e  d o n ’ t  l i k e  t h o s e  k i n d s  o f
r e co r d s .

Look i n g  a t
t h e  c a l e n d a r ,
t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f
f a l l  w i l l  b e
Thu r s d ay ,  S ep t .
22 .  Doe sn ’ t  t h a t
s o und  g r e a t ?
Make s  me  t h i nk
o f  b e i ng  ab l e  t o
c o ok  a n d  n o t
wo r r y i n g  a b ou t
h e a t i n g  u p  t h e
k i t c h e n  o r  t h e
who l e  h o u s e .  I
t h i n k  j u s t  a b ou t  e v e r y on e  l i k e s
s o up  ( I  k n ow  s ome  p e op l e  who
cou l d  e a t  s o u p  a n y  d a y  o f  t h e
ye a r ) .

S o ,  l o o k i n g  f o rwa r d  t o  t h e
c oo l e r  w e a t h e r ,  l e t ’ s  t a l k  s o u p
t h i s  mon t h .  

Bas i c  Vege t ab l e  Soup
1  T  o l i v e  o i l
1  on i on  –  c hopped
2  r i b s  c e l e r y  –  s l i c ed
2  c a r r o t s ,  p e e l e d  &  chopped
6  cup s  v ege t ab l e s ,  c hopped
4  C  L i qu i d
15  o un c e s  c a n n e d  d i c e d

t oma to e s
1  T  d r i e d  h e r b s
½  t s p .  k o she r  s a l t
I n  a  l a r g e  po t  o r  Du t ch  oven

h e a t  o l i v e  o i l  o n  med i um  h e a t .
Add  o n i o n ,  c e l e r y  a n d  c a r r o t s
a n d  s t i r  a n d  we l l  c o a t  w i t h  o i l .
Cook ,  s t i r r i n g  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,
un t i l  v ege t ab l e s  t u rn  go lden .  S t i r
i n  v ege t ab l e s ,  l e t  c ook  f o r  a  f ew
m inu t e s ,  s t i r r i n g  o f t e n .  Cov e r
w i t h  l i q u i d ;  a d d  t oma t o e s  a n d
d r i e d  h e r b s  a n d  s a l t .  B r i n g  t o  a

b o i l .  R e du c e  h e a t  u n t i l  a  s l ow
s imme r .  Cov e r  a n d  l e t  c o ok  f o r
a b ou t  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  u n t i l  v e g -
e t ab l e s  a r e  done .

Th i s  r e c i p e  i s  s o  v e r s a t i l e
y ou  c a n  d o  j u s t  a b ou t  a n y t h i n g
w i t h  i t  –  t h e  v a r i e t i e s  a r e  e n d -
l e s s :

The  6  c up s  o f  v ege t ab l e s  c an
b e  a n y t h i n g  y o u  o r  y o u r  f am i l y
l i k e .  W i t h  t h e  s umme r  g a r d e n s
w i n d i n g  d own ,  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r -
e n t  v a r i e t i e s  o f  s q u a s h ,  o k r a ,
g r e en  b e an s ,  p o t a t o e s  ( i n c l ud i ng
y ams  o r  swe e t  p o t a t o e s )  o r  b e l l
p e p p e r s .  O r  f r om  t h e  f a rme r ’ s

ma r k e t ,  h ow
abou t  t u r n i p s  o r
c a b b a g e .  I f  y o u
don ’ t  have  f r e sh
v e g e t a b l e s
a v a i l a b l e ,  h ow
abou t  c a n n e d
c o r n ,  o r  g r e e n
b e a n s .  O r  h ow
abou t  f r o z e n
g r e e n  b e a n s ,
c o r n ,  p e a s  o r
e v e n  a  p a c k a g e
o f  m i x e d  v e g -

e t a b l e s .  I f  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  u s e
baby  sp inach  o r  Swi s s  cha rd  wa i t
u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  m i n u t e s  o f
cook i ng  b e f o r e  a dd i ng  t h em .

L i q u i d  c a n  b e  wa t e r  o r  v e g -
e t ab l e  b r o t h  f o r  you  v ege t a r i a n s ,
bu t  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  c an  u s e  e i t h e r
ch i cken  o r  b e e f  s t o ck .  I  r e ad  one
r e c i p e  t h a t  u s ed  V -8  f o r  a  l i q u i d
–  bu t  t h a t  wou l d  b e  you r  c ho i c e .

Be  c a r e f u l  when  add i ng  d r i e d
h e r b s .  R emembe r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
s t r o n g e r  d r i e d  t h a n  f r e s h .  You
c a n  u s e  d r i e d  b a s i l ,  I t a l i a n  s e a -
s on i ng ,  o r  a ny t h i ng  you  p r e f e r .

Car ro t  Soup
4  C  ho t  wa t e r
4  t s p .  i n s t a n t  b o u i l l o n  ( o r  1

bou i l l on  c ube )
2  c l ove s  g a r l i c ,  m inc ed
1  on i on ,  c hopped  ( a bou t  1  ½

cup s )
1  r i b  c e l e r y ,  c hopped
2  T  bu t t e r  o r  o l i v e  o i l
1  p o und  c a r r o t s ,  p e e l e d  a n d

s l i c ed
1  l a r g e  po t a t o ,  c hopped
½  t s p .  t h yme

by Jean Briner

From Soup to ... Soup!

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : Wi t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(September 2012)

¼ t s p .  g r ound  d i l l
2  t s p .  k o she r  s a l t
¼  t s p .  b l a ck  p eppe r
1  ½  C  m i l k
He a t  w a t e r  a n d  b o u i l l o n  i n

t h e  m i c r owav e  u n t i l  h o t .  Me an -
wh i l e ,  s a u t é  g a r l i c ,  o n i o n  a n d
ce l e r y  i n  bu t t e r  un t i l  t e nde r  i n  a
Du t c h  o v e n .  Add  wa t e r  a n d  a l l
r ema i n i n g  i n g r e d i e n t s  e x c e p t
m i l k .  B r i ng  t o  a  bo i l ,  c ove r  a nd
r e d u c e  h e a t  t o  ma i n t a i n  a  s l ow
s immer .  S immer  un t i l  t h e  c a r r o t s
a r e  d o n e  –  a b ou t  3 0  m i n u t e s .
P u r e e  i n  sma l l  b a t c h e s  i n  a
b l ende r  o r  f ood  p r o c e s so r .  O r ,  i f
y o u  h a v e  a n  imme r s i o n  b l e n d e r
i t  wou l d  wo r k  r i g h t  i n  t h e  p a n .
Re t u r n  m ix t u r e  t o  p an ,  a dd  m i l k
a nd  r e t u r n  t o  t empe r a t u r e  w i t h -
ou t  l e t t i n g  i t  b o i l .  The  m i l k  c an
be  wha t eve r  you  choose .  To  keep
t h e  c a l o r i e s  down  u s e  s k im  m i l k
b u t  f o r  a  c r e am i e r  s o u p  u s e

who l e  m i l k  –  o r  a ny t h i ng  i n - b e -
tween .

Q u i c k  a n d  E a s y  C h i c k e n
Nood l e  Soup

1  T  Bu t t e r
½  C  chopped  on i on
½  C  chopped  c e l e r y
1  C  chopped  c a r r o t s
4  ( 14 . 5  ounce s )  c an s  c h i ck en

b ro t h
1  ( 1 4 . 5  Oun c e s )  c a n  v e g -

e t a b l e  b r o t h
½  p ound  c h opp ed  c o ok e d

ch i cken
1  ½  C  egg  nood l e s
½  t s p .  d r i e d  b a s i l
½  t s p .  d r i e d  o r eg ano
Sa l t  a nd  p eppe r  t o  t a s t e
I n  l a r g e  p o t  o v e r  med i um

he a t ,  me l t  b u t t e r .  Cook  o n i o n ,
c e l e r y  a nd  c a r r o t s  i n  bu t t e r  un t i l
j u s t  t e nde r .  Pou r  i n  c h i ck en  and

Please see RECIPES on P. 17

Look ing  a t  t h e  ca l endar,
t h e  f i r s t  day  o f  f a l l  w i l l  b e
Thursday,  Sep t .  22 .  Doesn ’t
t h a t  s o und  g re a t ?  Make s
me  t h i n k  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o
c oo k  a nd  n o t  wo r r y i n g
abou t  h e a t i n g  u p  t h e
k i t chen  o r  t he  who l e  house .

9/
22
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Senior Report

9/22

A Senior Center Boutique? Why, Yes
f ew new vendors coming to the
Craf t Fa i r . I f you are in te res ted in
par t ic ipa t ing as a vendor or a vol -
un tee r a t ou r Cra f t Fa i r , t he re i s
s t i l l t ime to s ign up . The cen te r
wi l l be sel l ing hamburgers , veggie
burge r s and ho t dogs to anyone
who would l ike to purchase a BBQ
lunch . Come and jo in us on Oct .
15 a t the Ranchos /Hi l l s Sen io r
Center , located at 37330 Berkshire
Dr ive in the Madera Ranchos .

Fe rnwood Gardens , a t 12090
Fernwood Dr . in the Ranchos , i s
hos t i ng a Spooky Gardens Tour
wi th l ive music , a ra f f le and other
even t s on Oct . 22 . They have gra -

c ious ly o f f e r ed to dona t e p ro -
ceeds of the evening raf f le to ben-
e f i t t he Ranchos /H i l l s Sen io r
Cen t e r . The Sen io r Cen t e r w i l l
have an in fo rma t ion t ab l e se t up
dur ing the even t on Oct . 22 , f rom
7 :30 p .m . to 9 :30 p .m . The com-
mun i ty i s we l come to the even t
and can l ea rn more abou t ou r
loca l Sen io r Cen te r . Ca l l o r con -
t ac t u s fo r more in fo rma t ion a t
559-645-4864 or emai l us a t rhse -
n io rs@at t .ne t

Thought fo r October : “How
beaut i ful the leaves grow old. How
fu l l o f l igh t and co lor are the i r
las t days .” – John Burroughs

By Melan ie Wi l l i ams

Did you know the Ran-
chos /H i l l s Sen io r Cen t e r ha s a
bou t i que? We have me t many
people who come to the month ly
Sa tu rday Sa l e a t t he Trea su re
House , bu t have no t v i s i t ed the
bou t i que in s ide the ma in bu i l d -
ing of the Sen ior Cente r .

Do you need a g i f t i dea fo r
someone spec ia l ? Come and see
what you might f ind a t the Ran-
chos /Hi l l s Bout ique . I t has many
unique and co l lec tab le i t ems for
sa l e and the bou t i que has an
ec l ec t i c co l l e c t i on o f dona t ed
i t ems f rom t imes pas t as wel l as
mode rn day j ewe l ry p i ece s . I f
you a re look ing fo r an unusua l
o r deco ra t i ve g i f t , come in and
check ou t
t he bou -
t i que in
the Sen -
io r Cen -
t e r . The
Cen te r i s
open Monday
th rough Fr iday f rom
9 a .m . to 1 p .m . and you can
shop any t ime du r ing the hou r s
the Sen ior Cente r i s open .

When the Sen io r Cen t e r
opened in 1980 , many people in
the commun i ty wan ted to de -
ve lop ways to keep the p l ace
open to the commun i ty in the
Made ra Ranchos Area so they
es t ab l i shed i t a s a non -p ro f i t
commun i ty cen t e r . S ince they
wan ted i t t o be se l f - su f f i c i en t
f rom the o the r Coun ty -ope ra t ed
commun i ty cen t e r s , t hey had to
f i nd ways to r a i s e funds to buy
the proper ty and keep i t running .
Many sen io r s began sha r ing
the i r c rea t ive ideas and pro jec t s
t ha t wou ld gene ra t e funds to
keep the cen t e r ope ra t i ng wi th -
ou t ma jo r fund ing f rom Made ra
County .

One of the many ideas was to
open a space tha t wou ld house
co l l e c t ab l e i t ems fo r sa l e tha t
were dona ted by the members of
the Sen io r Cen t e r and the su r -
round ing Made ra Ranchos com-
mun i ty . Th i s space was
af fec t iona l ly ca l led , “Grandma’s
At t i c . ” He l en Lowe l l hand -

c r a f t ed the f i r s t s i gn fo r
Grandma’ s At t i c and i t s t i l l
hangs in the bout ique today . The
name was even tua l ly changed to
the Ranchos /Hi l l s Bout ique .

Many peop l e dona t ed hand -
c r a f t ed i t ems to Grandma’ s
At t i c , as wel l as unusua l “Whi te
E lephan t ” co l l e c t ab l e s . They
made j ewe l ry , qu i l t s , a r t i f i c i a l
f l ower a r r angemen t s and even
Eas te r Baske t s . The t rad i t ion of
mak ing Eas t e r Baske t s i s s t i l l
done by Caro l Wood , who now
runs the bout ique for the Sen ior
Cen t e r . Ca ro l became invo lved
th rough he r c r ea t i ve t a l en t s o f
deco ra t i ng the cen t e r eve ry
change o f season as we l l a s the
even t s hos t ed by the Ran -
chos /H i l l s Sen io r Cen t e r . She

took on the Bou t ique
f rom Caro l i ne
Reeves and

B o b b i e
F a r i n a ,
w h o

wou ld dec -
o ra t e t a -

b l e s , sha r e c r a f t i dea s
and dona t e a r t i s an co l l e c t ab l e s
to the cen te r .

Mar ie Se l l s t a r t ed a qu i l t ing
g roup by p rov id ing embro ide ry
b locks to any member s in t e r -
e s t ed . She would then p iece the
b locks toge the r i n to s tunn ing
qu i l t s t ha t we re so ld in
Grandma’s At t ic . Tom and Jenny
Mul l ins were the f i r s t coup le to
run Grandma’ s At t i c and they
made wood pro j ec t s t ha t o the r
member s pa in t ed and so ld f rom
Grandma’ s At t i c . Joann S te i rn
wou ld ho ld c r a f t i ng c l a s se s in
he r home to deve lop c ra f t i ng
ideas tha t peop le cou ld con t inue
a t the Sen ior Cente r .

Through the ded ica t ion and
par t i c ipa t ion of the many ta l -
en ted found ing members o f the
Sen io r Cen te r , we were ab le to
make thei r dream a real i ty . Come
and vis i t us a t the Ranchos /Hi l l s
Sen ior Cente r . The Craf t Fa i r i s
jus t a round the corner .

The Ranchos /H i l l s Sen io r
Cen t e r i s hos t i ng the Annua l
Cra f t Fa i r on Sa tu rday , Oc t . 15
f rom 9 a .m . to 2 p .m . We have
many re tu rn ing vendors and a

• Every Saturday in October from 7:30-9:30
pm. We will be having our Spooky Garden’s
Tour nights. Our haunts will come alive and
be dying to see you!

(Halloween weekend excluded)

Fernwood Gardens • 645-7677
12090 Fernwood Dr., Madera • www.FernwoodGardens.net

9/22

Fernwood Gardens
has transformed for
the spooky season!

Call today for info
and to sign up for
one of our succulent
pumpkin classes.
Classes are Oct. 5,
12, 19 from 6-8pm.

$70 each.

New operating hours:

Tue-Sun
8-5 p.m.

CLOSED Monday

FALL IS HERE! FALL IS HERE! FALL IS HERE!
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By Igal Treibatch

How will water problems
change Madera County?

Throughout Madera’s history,
Madera has always been known as
“farming country.” Most of Madera’s
Tax revenue came from agriculture. Cat-
tle, fruit, nuts and annual crop production
was vibrant and successful. Our not-so-
recent water shortage has finally come
home to roost and will change our lives.

To understanding Madera’s land
and water history, we have to look back
to the “Gold Rush” when the state gave
away free land to those who were will-
ing to work the land and put it to use.
The basic reason was to increase the
population and increase the tax base.
Along with the land, California gave
away the water rights connected to the

land which resulted in their inability to
fully control water use. Today, through
different methods, Sacramento is
wielding its power to change that. New
rules such as the Sustainable Ground
Water Act has newly defined how we
all must look after our water and
aquifers. We can’t just drill a well and
use the water as in the past. We are on
the way to measure the aquifer’s ability
to recharge itself and draw only the
amount of water that will not cause
over-drafting, or taking out more than
is going in.

Since the early 2000s, I have been
working on water projects as well as
bringing to Madera all the managers of
the Israeli National Water Company,
called MEKOROT (please look them
up on your computer. You will be
amazed). I did this to show them Cali-
fornia’s problems as well as taking
California delegations, including
politicians and water professionals, to
Israel to show them the water technol-
ogy advancements of MEKOROT. Due
to their aggressive Reverse Osmosis
projects and other methods, as well as

re-using water, Israel in most cases no
longer has to depend on rain, surface or
ground water to meet all of its domestic
needs, including providing available water
to its neighbors.

One of the forms they implemented is
drilling Dry Wells, or “recharging wells,”
in flood and rainwater flow paths in order
to sink passing water for recharging the
aquifers. To date, with farming business’
help, SEMCU has been able to drill 146
similar wells – all free of charge to the
homeowners – throughout Southeast
Madera County with great results.

But all of this is not enough to turn
the tide. It is certain that agriculture in all
its types will decline in Madera and many
family and corporate farms will go out of
business in the next few years. Today,
agriculture is restricted to the amount of
water they may use during the year, with
insufficient amounts of water for farming.
I’ve taken over 200 acres out of farming
in my operation with more to come. As we
all noticed in recent years, more urban de-
velopment is coming to Madera and re-
placing agriculture. I see it as the natural
future progression since water use can be

better controlled with such urban devel-
opments by treating and reusing water,
and may even create water surplus for
recharging. So, less trees and more homes
are in our future since Madera County will
need the new homes’ tax base to replace
agriculture’s tax base in order to stay
afloat and take care of Madera’s inhabi-
tant’s needs.

In the past, SEMCU applied for and
received several hundreds of dollars in
grants relating to water and electricity
savings and helped homeowners through-
out our area receive these funds and
equipment to help our water saving goal.
SEMCU is closely following the drought
and encourages ways for you to get in-
volved with this very important issue,
along with other community issues we all
care about. We at SEMCU invite you all
to come up with ideas for projects that our
community needs and let us know your
thoughts.

For more information related to
SEMCU, call 559-363-9095 or email

Please see SEMCU on P. 15
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SEMCU at info@semcu.org. You can also
visit SEMCU on the web at
www.semcu.org. Please join us for the
once-a-month meeting and see what
SEMCU can do for you and your commu-
nity. Our virtual SEMCU meetings place
on the third Monday of each month and

last about one hour. The next meeting is
Oct. 17 at 6 p.m. If you would like a link
to the virtual meeting, you may give us a
call at the number listed above. To join
the conference call, dial 312-757-3121
and use access code 715-657-949.

SEMCU “By the Community,
For the Community”

SEMCU cont. from P. 14

By Sarah Morgan

TheMadera Fair Started on Aug. 27
and ended on Sept. 11. All 4-Hmembers
who participated in livestock came and
did an amazing job. The types of live-
stock animals that attended were beef,
dairy cattle, swine, lambs and goats.
There were also some small animals

there, such as rabbits, chickens and ducks. We also have exhibitors with horses. The
livestock animal exhibitors at the Madera Fair were Hailey Martinez, Lucy Lee, Taylor
Ward and Roman Pena. Also were Hunter Weathers, Landon Davis, Micah Lee, Sienna
Garcia, SarahMorgan, Cheyenne Barrientos, Annelise Crandall, Jamey Crandall, Hunter
Williams-Smith, Griffin Williams-Smith and Wyatt Morgan. These kids did such an
amazing job and many of them had champions and placed in showmanship. The small
animal exhibitors at the Madera Fair were Hunter Williams-Smith, Jacob Garzon and
Griffin Williams-Smith.

We also have many club members who exhibit non-animal things, called “still ex-
hibits.” That can be anything from cookies and cupcakes, photographs and drawings,
arts and crafts items and even
Lego creations. Our mem-
bers who exhibited still ex-
hibits were Paisley Bower,
Brooke Tavares, Jade Mel-
lott, Iris Garzon, Elizabeth
Morgan, Brooke Davis, Pais-
ley Fahey, Landon Davis,
Wyatt Morgan, Sarah Mor-
gan and Aubrey Rocca.
Many of these exhibitors
placed in the top three with
their amazing creations.

Congratulations to all of
these hardworking members
for a job well done at the fair.

Jamey Crandall, Hunter Williams-Smith and Griffin
Williams-Smith wrangle goats for 4-H.

felt the would have available to devote to
the business of the people of District 1.

“I work as an independent financial ad-
visor,” Wheeler said. “I do not work for a
firm or punch a clock.” His position allows
him to not be strapped to a desk 24/7. He
also mentioned that he has four kids who
have “All moved on with their lives,”
meaning that the typical family-related
things that many people deal with daily are,
in his words, “Now moving to the side.”

Wamhoff revealed that he has a suc-
cessful solar distributorship that he has run
for the last 11 years with two partners who
now handle the bulk of the business.
“We’re doing quite well, and I don’t do a
lot of the day-to-day operations anymore.”
Wamhoff then made a point he was
adamant about. “I still contend that you
guys do not want a full-time politician
doing this job. You don’t.”

A Timely Question
The final question of the night was

pulled from the pages of newspapers and
off of TV screens all across the country. If,
as a Supervisor, you were approached by a
special-interest group that wanted permis-

sion to fly their organization’s flag in front
of the County offices, alongside the Amer-
ican flag and the flag of the State of Cali-
fornia, what would your response be?

“My stance is, if the procedure is there,
stick to the procedure,” Wamhoff said. “If
the procedure is we fly the American flag
and the Californian flag, then that’s it. If
you want to open it up and someone wants
to put a Black Lives matter flag, well, if
that’s open, then you had better be able to
fly the Gadsen flag. I think if you just stick
to the procedures you can avoid a lot of
those issues.

“There are three sort of flags that should
generally be there because that’s what you’re
representing. That’s the American flag, the
State flag and the County flag,” Wheeler
said. “Those are the pieces we are truly deal-
ing with. Anything else and you’re giving
voices to groups that really have nothing to
do with your local politics.” His concern is
what has recently been observed in Fresno
where individual groups have started saying,
“Well, I want this … but you can’t have this
because this one’s prejudiced …” When
Gina Wallace asked both candidates how
they would vote on the “flag” issue, both of-
fered a resounding, “no.”

FORUM cont. from P. 4
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Kiwanis Brings “Buddy Benches” to Golden Valley Elementary Schools
Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden

September, with this
heat, has surprised us all. As
I’m typing this the triple dig-
its are supposed to be coming
to a close. Ninety-seven de-
grees will be so welcoming.

The Madera Ranchos
Kiwanis have continued
right through the sweltering
heat. Excitingly, the “Buddy
Bench” project for our three
elementary schools was
completed. As you’re visit-
ing Sierra View, Stone Creek
or Webster elementary
schools, look for a bright red
or glossy blue bench that
reads “Buddy Bench.”
These benches are to help

students create friendships. The staff have shared with the students the friendship sharing
idea of the Buddy Bench. When a student sees another student sitting on the bench, they
can share their friendship by asking them to join in to play. A great way for our schools to
provide a student resource that supports students “who just want to make friends.”

As shared by Cadence Fraga, now a second grader in Klein, Texas, Cadence in first
grade at a new school experienced a Buddy Bench. She made friends immediately. From
that experience she went on a journey of raising money to have a Buddy Bench at three
other schools. Thank you, Cadence. Your vision has now journeyed to us in the Golden
Valley Unified School District.

Two other school projects underway that we are monetarily supporting are the sup-
plies needed for the Home Economics Class at the Ranchos Middle School and the stu-
dent garden supplies needed at Educational Options. Further information on these two
projects will be shared as the planning and implementation continues to develop.

Our Installation of Officers and Dinner will take place on Sept. 17. Ollia Ridge will

be installed as our president, Sally Rowden installed as our secretary andMarie Cameron
will continue as our treasurer.

At our Oct. 13 meeting our guest speakers will be Fresno County Sheriff Margaret
Mims and Madera County Sheriff Tyson Pogue. Their topics will be how Fresno County
and Madera County work together in fighting crime and the growing issue of fentanyl in
our Fresno and Madera communities. Their presentation will begin at 7 p.m. The meet-
ing will be held at Second Son Brews at 37167 Ave. 12 #4C.

Other upcoming Madera Ranchos Kiwanis events include the Run 4 The Miracle 5k
Run/Walk – Kiwanis Division 5 supporting Valley Children’s Hospital Pediatric Trauma
– Injury Prevention Program on Sept. 21 at 7:30 a.m. at Woodward Park. For more in-
formation google Run 4 The Miracle (runsignup.com).

Two other events to be watching for are the Poinsettia Sale and the Christmas Tea.
Orders for Poinsettias will start at the end of October and beginning of November. The
Christmas Tea is planned for
Nov. 5. Only 60 tickets will
be sold so watch for updates
in our Ranchos Independent
articles and on our Facebook
page regarding both of these
events.

In closing, when you’re
reading this article the blister-
ing heat will have quieted and
fall will be at the front door.
And theMadera Ranchos Ki-
wanians will be continuing
their work for our children
and our communities as
“There’s nothing stronger
than the heart of a volun-
teer.” – James Doolittle

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Kiwanis members, from left, John Minney, Becky Koop,
Ollia Ridge, Leslie Corella, Mona Diaz, Shellie Roth and Shelly
Deniz flank their donated “Buddy Bench” to Stone Creek Ele-
mentary School.

Another “Buddy Bench” was donated to Sierra View Ele-
mentary by the Ranchos Kiwanis, represented by, from left stand-
ing, Becky Koop, John Minny,Marie Cameron, Leslie Corella,
Shelly Deniz and Charlie Diaz. Seated are Ollia Ridge and Mona
Diaz.

Frank Kramer
August 18, 1945 - August 19, 2022

The Lord called Frank home on August 19, 2022. Frank was born on August 18, 1945 and lived a
full life of 77 years. Frank graduated fromWoodward High School from the Class of 1964. Upon grad-
uation, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy where he served proudly for three years on board the USS Enter-
prise.

Frank married his loving wife Gloria in 1967. He was an entrepreneur at heart and opened his own
construction company in 1980 called Frank Kramer Exteriors. Frank loved to fish, gamble and was al-
ways on the go, but most of all he loved spending time with his family.

He is survived by his wife Gloria of 55 wonderful years, three sons: Michael and his wife Jacque-
line; John and his wife Heather; andMark and his wife Jaime along with six grandchildren: Isabelle, Ash-
ley, Allison, Emma, Alex and Breanna.

Frank has been described by many as a wise, generous and loving soul. He wisely invested time
spent with his grandchildren and gave to them generously with outings like John’s Incredible Pizza,
doughnut runs and pedicures. Frank will be missed by all who knew him.

In Memoriam
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636
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Classified
Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

For sa l e - - Large b ird cage .
20”x20”x28” h igh . Ro l l ing s t and
27” h igh w/ she l f . Whi t e . L ike
mew. $250 . Ca l l 559 -312 -0891
and please leave message .

Help Wanted

Re l iab l e person to c l ean horse
corra l eve ry o the r weekend .
T ra in ing fo r work wi l l be p ro -
v ided be fo re s t a r t i ng . Approx i -
mate work t ime is one hour . $20 .
Need two re f e r ences . I f in t er -
es ted , p lease ca l l 559-312-0891 .
Leave message .

Housecleaning

Over 40 yar s o f exper i ence -
Re f erence s ava i l ab l e - Lupe ’ s
House Clean ing , res iden t i a l , one -
t ime se rv i c e , move - i n s /move -
ou t s , w indows , con s t r u c t i on
c lean up . Lup eP r ad o 2 5@yaho o
. c om . 5 5 9 - 9 1 6 - 1 5 2 8 o r 6 5 0 -
7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RE -
CYCLABLE P ICKUP - K IDS
4 RECYCL ING o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n ew s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l um i n um a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . Ca l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 . Fund s suppo r t Rancho s
c ommun i t y o r gan i z a t i on s .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates.

SUDOKU
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the di-
agram by following the arithmetic
signs in the order they are given
(that is, from left to right and top
to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to com-
plete its blank squares and use
each of the nine numbers only
once.

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

9/22

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE
ccaallll

555599--664455--00663344

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates are
crazy cheap

and crazy effective!  

• Before I pluck my eyebrows, I rub on a bit of
my granddaughter's teething gel. She's done
teething and doesn't need it anymore, but it
works well for me. Be very careful to apply, let
dry and wash your hands before touching your
eye any further! -- M.L. in California 
• When microwaving items of different sizes,
arrange the largest parts toward the outside of
the plate for more even cooking.
• Lemon juice mixed together with coarse salt
makes an inexpensive copper cleaner. 
• When going fishing and you are only bringing a couple of lures, use an old, empty pill
container. It holds well and you won't be poked. -- D.B. in Minnesota
• When figuring up the cost of moving yourself or using a service, be sure to consider
the cost of your time and your health. And be certain that you are able to drive the mov-
ing van if you rent a large truck. 
• If you don't keep a lot of foods in your freezer, you can fill large gallon-size zipper-
top bags with ice cubes. You will always have plenty of ice on hand, and your freezer
will not have to work as hard to keep the items in it frozen.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803
© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) As eager as you are to take on that new challenge, it would be best
to temper that spurt of "Ram"-bunctious energy until you have more facts to back up your decision.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) This is a good time for hardworking Bovines to take a break from
their hectic on-the-job schedules to bask in the unconditional love and support of friends and family.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Pay attention to what you hear in the workplace. You could pick
up some hints about possible changes. Meanwhile, a new infusion of creative energy sets in by
week's end.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Try to be more flexible in dealing with a suddenly difficult situation,
whether it's on the job or at home. Others might have some good points to offer. Listen to them.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You might think you're not getting the royal treatment you deserve.
But, be careful not to become a royal pain by complaining about it. Be patient and allow things
to work out.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22)Watch that penchant for being super judgmental at work. Itmight
create a bad impression with someone whose decisions could determine the course of your career.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You've been your usual busy-bee self, gathering nectar
wherever you can find it. But now's a good time to kick back, relax and just enjoy smelling the
roses.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) That pesky personal situation seems to be improving.
But, change comes slowly, so be patient. Expect someone to bring more positive news by week's
end.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Whoa! Ease up on that hectic pace you've been
putting yourself through. Take time to recharge your energy levels before going at a full gallop
again.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Try to be intrigued, not intimidated, by the issues
you're suddenly facing, and you'll be ahead of the game. Don't be afraid to demand answers to your
questions.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Are new associates freezing you out of their inner circle?
Never mind. Put a warm smile on that friendly face of yours, and you'll soon thaw them all down
to size.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your wise guidance helps colleagues agree to compromise and
move forward. Meanwhile, there are still vital issues you need to deal with in your personal life.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

You enjoy being free with your emotions, but you can exercise
disciplined focus as well. You would make a fine artist.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk
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Click on “Local News” at

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the only
country in the world without an official
capital city?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which
Chinese zodiac animal is celebrated in the
year 2022?
3. BUSINESS: When did the auction site
eBay launch?
4. HISTORY: How many years has Queen
Elizabeth been on the throne?
5. MOVIES: Who playedWolverine in the
X-Men movie series?
6. U.S. STATES: Which state's motto is
"Mountaineers are always free"?
7. ASTRONOMY:What is the only planet
in our solar system that isn't named after a
Greek-Roman deity?
8. MYTHOLOGY: Which Egyptian god
has the head of a jackal?
9. TELEVISION: Howmany times has the
hospital's name changed in the drama
"Grey's Anatomy"?
10. RELIGION:Where was the founder of
Buddhism born?

1.Nauru,anislandnationinthePacific
Ocean.

2.TheYearoftheTiger.
3.1995.
4.70.ShejustcelebratedherPlatinum
Jubilee.

5.HughJackman.
6.WestVirginia.
7.Earth.
8.Anubis,godofdeath.
9.Three.
10.Buddhawasborninwhatismodern-
dayNepal.

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crossword



UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..
Our next meeting is Monday, October 17 at 6 p.m.

PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..

AAnnyyoonnee  wwiitthh  DDoommeessttiicc  WWeellll
oorr  WWaatteerr  QQuuaalliittyy  PPrroobblleemmss

If you are experiencing domestic well or water
qual i ty  problems,  contact  “Sel f -Help
Enterprises.” Qualified people may have a
water tank installed or have bottled water
delivered. Call Drought Support at 559-820-
1685 or contact them at droughtsupport@
selfhelpenterprises.org.

The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.

9/
22


