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THE 2016 ELECTION
wwhhaatt  aa  lloonngg,,  ssttrraannggee  ttrriipp  iitt’’ss  bbeeeenn

The only election specific to the Ranchos is the contest
between Warren Parr and Andy Wheeler for the GVUSD
Area 3 Trustee position to replace Mike Kelly. As is our cus-
tom, the pages of the Ranchos Independent are thrown open
to the candidates to tell us absolutely everything we need to
know about them in their own words. An overview of the
whole election is located on page 20.

-- The Editor

Thank you Editor Bailey for the use of
this forum and allowing me to express my
concerns and lay out my vision for the fu-
ture of Golden Valley Unified School Dis-
trict.

My Platform is simple: 1) Restore the
Budget Reserve/ Rainy Day Fund; 2) Bring
traditional Career Vocational Education to
GVUSD; 3) Restore Local Control and Tra-
ditional Values.

The best indicator of what someone
will do in the future is what they have done
in the past. I HAVE A RECORD, a 24-year
record of service to public education.
Below is a diverse sample of my public
record of accomplishments and my vision
for the future. My motto is “If you really
want to do something, you'll find a way. If
you don't, you'll find an excuse.” – Jim
Rohn

I HAVE A RECORD: Before there
was a GVUSD.

In 1996 I ran for the school board of
Madera Unified School District. My num-
ber one issue was the completion of Madera
High South Campus. Although I lost a close
race to Trustee Robert Garibay, the narrow
loss demonstrated the community's com-
mitment to the completion of the South

Warren Parr Andy Wheeler
My name is Andy Wheeler, and it is

an honor to be running for the GVUSD
school board. I have been a resident of the
Madera Ranchos for 18 years. We moved
to the Ranchos when my oldest son was
just one year old. My wife, of 20 years, and
I have been lucky enough to have both of
our boys start in the district at Webster and
working their way through and to the high
school. My oldest, Brockton, has graduated
and currently attends Fresno State, and my
youngest, Maxwell, is starting his freshman
year at Liberty High. My job as a financial
advisor for 17 years has given me some
great insight to the financials aspect of the
district, especially as it pertains to public
bonds and budgets. This combined with my
desire to listen to what others’ ideas or con-
cerns are will be invaluable as a board
member. I realize that my job will be to
represent this community as a whole, so
with my involvement here as a parent and
coach, I believe I am approachable. 

As a long-time resident of the Ran-
chos, I have had the pleasure of watching
this district grow and develop. We have
witnessed the transition from being an off-
shoot of Madera Unified to the thriving,
successful district GVUSD is today. This

Please see PARR on P. 18 Please see WHEELER on P. 18

By Karen Petryna

Thursday night, Sept. 22, from 6 to 8
p.m., approximately 50 Ranchos residents
came to the Town Hall meeting held by
District 1 Supervisor Brett Frazier at the
Ranchos Middle School cafeteria to listen
to the County’s new Director of Water and
Natural Resources,
Julia Berry, talk
about what effect
the state’s Sustain-
able Groundwater
Management Act
(SGMA) might
have on the Madera
Ranchos. Berry,
who has been on the
job as the director of
the County’s new
department for
about five months,
gave a PowerPoint
presentation on how
the Act will be
rolled out as a plan
to achieve sustainable groundwater man-
agement goals within prescribed time-
frames.

SGMA’s Already Surfaced
In this year’s January issue of the

Ranchos Independent, Tim Jones, part
owner of Riverstone at Avenue 12 and

Highway 41, described how that develop-
ment is already on track to meet the new
SGMA requirements.

Jones said Riverstone and Root Creek
Water District will meet SGMA and
County water balance requirements, to
take out no more groundwater than they
put back into the ground partly by using

the District’s In
Lieu Groundwater
Recharge pipeline,
which runs under
Ave. 12 from the
Madera Canal’s
Lateral 6.2 on the
north side to the
District’s agricul-
tural land on the
south side. “[The
water is] all part of
the same basin or
District,” Jones
said, further ex-
plaining that using
surface water taken
from the Canal, the

District will provide 3,400 acre-feet of
groundwater recharge on a five-year
rolling average to reduce groundwater
pumping by the same amount. Referring
to SGMA, Jones said, “Everyone in Cali-

Ranchos gets Peek at State’s SGMA

Julia Berry (left) Madera County’s Direc-
tor of Water and Natural Resources, presents
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
at a Town Hall at Ranchos Middle School as
District 1 Supervisor Brett Frazier looks on.

Please see TOWN HALL on P. 20

Supervisors Decide “Yes” on Quarry
By Randy Bailey

On Monday, Sept. 12 at 9 in the morning,
the Madera County Board of Supervisors began
a meeting that was decided 11 hours later by a
vote of 3-2 in favor of the controversial Austin
Quarry to be located on the southwest corner of
Highways 41 and 145. Supervisors David
Rogers, Rick Farinelli and Tom Wheeler voted
“yes” while Supervisors Max Rodriguez and
Brett Frazier voted “no.” The vote, the final step
in the approval process by the County, followed
a similar, earlier 3-2 approval vote by the
County’s Planning Commission.

With more than 200 people filling the
Supervisors’ chambers to capacity, arguments
were presented both for and against the quarry
on issues of water, traffic, pollution and noise.

On water, the County estimated a usage
of about 105 acre-feet per year with Vulcan
agreeing to provide 500 acre-feet to replenish
that use every five years. They also figured
most of the water would be recycled. But the
lawyer for the opposition, David Hale repre-
senting the Madera Oversight Coalition, con-
tended that the numbers were closer to 2,700
to 4,000 acre-feet per year and that the dig-
ging necessary for mining aggregate would
tear through the existing groundwater filters
and fractures and alter the water coming to the
Ranchos.

Opposing the quarry are the Madera
Quarry, the Madera Oversight Coalition, the
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
and many local citizens. Supporting the
quarry are the Madera Unified School Dis-
trict, Madera County Economic Development
Commission, Caltrans and many local citi-
zens.

It is expected that the next step will be a
lawsuit against the project.

Low-Cost Flu Shots
Annual low-cost flu shots, spon-

sored by the Madera County Depart-
ment of Public Health, are coming to
the Ranchos Thursday, Oct. 27 from
noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Ranchos
Market, 37405 Ave. 12. The cost is
only $5 or FREE with a Medicare
card. You must be 12 years old or
older. For more info call 675-7893.
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Letters

Dear Editor:
Please pardon me while I wipe the go-

dawful slime off my face after it was shoved
into the cesspool of greed and selfishness I
just experienced. I have never seen the level
of political garbage I witnessed Monday
[Oct. 12], at least not since I last bothered to
watch the farce at the federal level play out on
television. Look out Trump and Clinton, you
“ain’t seen nothing yet” until you’ve seen the
Madera County Planning Department and
Board of Supervisors act in concert to get
what they crave, that being MONEY!

At the end of the special hearing on the
Austin Quarry, with microphones still run-
ning, Mr. Wheeler could be hearing saying
that Vulcan had to get their business license
as soon as possible, so the County could be
sure they would get the sales taxes they
would be due. After over nine hours of testi-
mony, the only thing Wheeler could think
about was the MONEY! Now others in the
County could see what those of us who have
struggled to make sense of where our County
is going for years know to be the truth – those
in power here just want the money; give me
the MONEY!

Want to know why the County is ap-
proving project after project with highly
questionable “water balance” numbers? Fol-
low the MONEY! Just so you truly under-
stand the situation, Norm Allinder’s precious
Planning Department is “self-funded,” not
paid out of County general funds; they live
and die by the fines, permits, government
funds and miscellaneous fees they can get
their hands on. When these departments act
as “lead agency” for any project, they take at
least 15 percent of any grant or loan a special
district is given and they don’t want that 15
percent to be on some puny amount. How do
you think the Dublin Well cost $2.5 million,
when the original estimate was $800,000?
Calculate the difference between 15 percent
of $800,000 or 15 percent of $2.2 million …
bingo, MONEY! Why does Public Works
want to force the Rolling Hills homeowner’s
association to get a State LOAN (not a grant)
for $5 million and hook up to Riverstone?
Why are they trying to sneak through a $15.5
million LOAN to put in new pipes in the
Ranchos water system? We are already
$750,000 in the hole to Madera County and
their plan includes meters on our wells that
will raise your water bill and allow them to
cut off your water if you don’t pay fast
enough. Yup, it’s MONEY of course.

There is a procedure laid out for special
districts to get citizen approval of any County
plan; it’s called a PROP 218 election. But that
means Planning and Public Works would
have to TALK to us and give us the real cost
of any project and they sure don’t want that,

so they get around it any way they can. It
skates very close to crossing the line on le-
gality, but the less the public knows, the bet-
ter as far as the County staff is concerned.
What can we, as citizens, do about all of this?
Well, to quote Supervisor Rogers at the July,
2015 budget hearing: “If people can’t afford
to pay to live here, they should find them-
selves another place to live and move there.”
Can you feel some of that “slime on my face”
I mentioned? (Check this out by watching the
video of the 7/27/2015 public budget hearing
for special districts, about 1 hour and 30 min-
utes into the recording). 

We don’t have to just sit there and ac-
cept the even more egregious half-truths the
LAWYERS for Vulcan threw down Mon-
day. Here are some points to ponder:

Why did Supervisor Wheeler’s district
alter the layout of the districts, specifically
between Districts 1 and 5, along Highway
145 at Highway 41? If you look at the district
maps, the original line ran east and west,
straight along Highway 145, on the north side
of the road. Look at the current boundaries
and you’ll see the boundary dips south of 145
right at the Vulcan quarry site and follows the
Vulcan project outline and the “Park and
Ride” lot to Highway 41. Makes me wonder
… when did Mr. Wheeler first know about
the Vulcan Project? How could he be con-
sidered to be a neutral judge of a project he,
the County and specifically his district bene-
fit from so greatly? Why move it out of Dis-
trict 1, which will be severely impacted by
the quarry? Did Mr. Wheeler benefit in any
other way from his “pre-knowledge” of what
Vulcan wanted to do?

The real slick lawyer for Vulcan showed
us overhead shots of million dollar homes in
Pleasanton placed very close to a Vulcan
plant; his point was why they tolerated a
quarry while we, with our piddling little
house values (see the MONEY tie again?),
would not? Well, I would like to know how
many times and how much money was spent
trying to get the quarry removed before and
long after those homes were built? Could it
be Vulcan’s 100-year lease made it impossi-
ble to challenge or remove the quarry? What
would those houses be worth without the
quarry being present?

A real zinger in the lawyer’s speech was
the mention of the sacrosanct “private prop-
erty rights” Mr. Urrutia has in this great coun-
try of ours. But I ask you: Why do his rights
supersede OUR property rights, especially to
quiet enjoyment of our homes? What about
the property rights of the cattleman just
across the street from the quarry? Their cat-
tle will be breathing silica dust just like we

Please see LETTERS on P. 7
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By Randy Bailey

On Tuesday, November 8, one of
the weirdest election seasons in my
memory will finally come to fruition.
There are many who have had enough
of both Hillary and Donald and can’t
wait for it to be over. There are oth-
ers, the political “junkies,” who are
loving every minute of it. I call it the
weirdest because things have hap-
pened during this campaign that I
have never seen before and don’t
know if I’ll see again.

You may be wondering why I’m
addressing this now when the election
is almost six weeks away. That would
be because of the absentee ballot. Just
like the Christmas displays that keep
popping up earlier each year, absen-
tee ballots come out better than a
month before the election. This year
they can be returned as early as Octo-
ber 10. Since the majority of voters
vote absentee, a newspaper about the
election written right before the elec-
tion would be an exercise in futility.
It would be like showing up at a New
Year Eve’s party wanting to exchange
Christmas gifts. Sorry, we did that
last week.

Weirdness #1 -- The divisiveness.
In elections past there has always
been the chance that your guy would-
n’t make the final cut. Alan Keyes
comes to mind for me. Oh yeah, I

voted for a black guy for president
WAY before it was trendy. Why? I
liked his ideas. Go figure.

But when Keyes didn’t make it
through the primary process there was
no “Anyone but Bush” or “Never Mc-
Cain” nonsense. You licked your
wounds and went ahead because your
second choice or third choice was bet-
ter than the other side’s first choice.
If you had tried that back then people
would have looked at you and politely
asked, “What? Are you nuts?”

Weirdness #2 -- the primaries. I
have always believed in the system.
The will of the people will be heard
and there’s nothing you can do about
it ... maybe. This year I saw Bernie
Sanders win a state and get a handful
of the available delegates then I
would see Hillary win a comparable
state and she would seemingly hit the
jackpot. Huh? OH, the “super dele-
gate.” Right right right. It was like
some kind of double secret probation
out of Animal House. It hit me that
the Democrat powers that be were
NOT going to have any of this Bernie
business, voters be damned.

Then I started seeing similarities
in the Republican primaries. Trump
was winning state after state in a
pretty crowded field, and all of a
sudden it started to trickle out that the
Republican powers that be were not
going to have any of that. There were

What a Long, Strange Trip

“Family and community are the
costars of this

great
American
comeback.

They are why
we say

tonight:
Private

values must
be at the
heart of

public
policies.”

Editorial

their preferred candidates that they
wanted selected (you know, like Dole,
McCain and Romney in the past) and
Trump didn’t fit the mold. Fortu-
nately the Republicans didn’t do to
Trump what the Democrats did to
Bernie.

Weirdness #3 -- the one-party pri-
mary. This is a California nightmare
all the way. The people voted it into
existence so now we get the top two
vote getters from the primaries as the
candidates in the general election. But
wait ... what if they’re both from the
same party? Gives “lesser of two
evils” a whole new meaning, doesn’t
it? For our U.S. Senator this year we
get to choose between a Democrat and
a Democrat. It’s OK. They’re replac-
ing a Democrat.

Weirdness #4 -- third party infat-
uation. How should I put this? I
know: “You’re WASTING your
vote!” You felt the Bern now feel the
Johnson? Puh-leeze.



Click on “Local News” at

9/
16

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
I know the whole equal i ty

among the sexes th ing bas ica l ly
means that I should open my own
door and be happy about i t , bu t
does anyone else miss chiva l ry?
Anyone?

No? Just me then.
Personal ly , I ’m more of the

“woman can do anyth ing they
want” type , but nowhere in my
cont rac t does i t say tha t in ex-
change for fa i r t rea tment , equal
pay and respec t I must g ive up
the archa ic ins t i tu t ion of
chiva l ry . I was ra ised to be a
s t rong woman, to pursue my
dreams and know that my gender
i sn’ t the def in ing fac tor in my
success , but I apprec ia te cer ta in
aspec ts of be ing a woman tha t
maybe I’m not supposed to ta lk
about . Why
can’ t a man
s t i l l ho ld a
door open for
me, or pul l out
a chair , or pick
up the check?
Does tha t re -
a l ly se t back
the women’s
l i b e r a t i o n
movement? Are
there real ly women out there that
be l ieve th is? I f so , wow. I f not ,
then where have a l l the gent le -
men gone?

I don’t know if i t is a matter
of parents not ra is ing gent lemen
or perhaps the genera l overbear-
ing nature of the more ext reme
feminis t s have bea t the gent le -
men out of the younger genera-
t ions. Whatever the case, I would
l ike to cal l a nat ionwide vote to
bring i t back.

Just the other day I was walk-
ing up to my apar tment bui ld ing
wi th my arms ful l of grocer ies
and these two guys , very ear ly
twent ies , un locked the bui ld ing
door walked in and let i t shut be-
h ind them. I know they saw me
because we made eye contact and
even though I was mere ly a few
steps behind them there was no
sense of common cour tesy so I
had to put my grocery bags down
and unlock the door , load up and
make my way down the hal l .
Thanks guys . I f tha t wasn’ t bad
enough, I reached the e leva tor

Stick a Fork in Chivalry

jus t as i t was ascending to the
next f loor . They couldn’t even be
bothered to wai t for a woman
with her arms ful l of bags. A gen-
t leman would have held both the
door and the e leva tor . Heck , a
gent lewoman would have done
the same. Obvious ly th is has
more to do wi th jus t a lack of
common cour tesy but I see i t

every day .
Countless t imes
I ’ve come to a
door a t the
same moment a
man has
reached i t and
unless he is in
his for t ies he
usua l ly jus t
walks through
i t wi thout a

second glance my way.
This carr ies over in to dates ,

as well . In al l honesty I’ve never
real ly been a “pul l the chai r out
for me” kind of gir l , but I would
like him to open my car door for
me. That’s not just chivalrous, i t
is romantic. I can’t remember the
las t t ime that happened for me.
The las t t ime I was on a date he
beeped the car door open for me
while I was climbing in. I know it
probably seems si l ly to many
girls today, the thought of a man
opening the door for you to get
in to the car , but I miss those
days. I enjoy being treated like a
lady, and I don’ t th ink that you
have to give that up to be thought
of as an intelligent and productive
member of socie ty capable of
contributing every bit as much as
a man.

This al l sor t of hi t me when I
had a “damsel in dis t ress” mo-
ment where the whi te horse- r id-
ing knight had to save the day .

Lesson here is , we real ly
need to s tar t teaching our
sons to be gent lemen again ,
and also , us ing a lady as a
human shie ld wi l l never ge t
you the gir l .

Please see GENWHY on P. 7

Page 6

www.ranchosdental.net

9/16

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”

Happy 20thAnniversary
Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

Our dedicated Doctor and Staff look forward to many
more years of making smiles beautiful and bright.
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Spoiler aler t , i t turns out I was the
white knight . Once again the scene
is se t a t my apar tment complex
where I was coming home af te r a
gir ls’ night out . I f you know me at
al l you know I don’t l ike bugs and
dur ing the summer I am never
wi thout bug spray in my purse .
Yes, I carry a big purse. As I made
my way to the complex door there
was a man I didn’ t know standing
there, apparently wait ing for some-
one to let him in. (As a side note, I
am not afraid to use my bug spray
on humans e i ther ) . As I ap-
proached him I saw a giant beet le
jus t tak ing up space on the con-
cre te s tep . I asked the dude i f he
would s tep on i t , to which he
repl ied , “Ewww.” Never one to
leave the enemy free to a t tack , I
whipped out my bug spray and
blasted the beetle who immediately
ran toward us . I wi l l never under-
s tand this about bugs: they always
run toward the bug spray. Are they
suicidal? Is i t a las t minute ploy to

scare the i r a t tacker in to dropping
the bug spray and running in the
oppos i te d i rec t ion? Someone
should look into this .

So there I am in a dress , heels
and a huge flower in my hair with
my bug spray and a determined ex-
pression. As the bug makes its ad-
vance, the dude squeals like a three
year old and jumps behind me.

Now, ser iously.
You don’ t want to ki l l a bug,

f ine . I ’ l l th ink less of you, sure ,
but what do you care. But jumping
behind the gi r l l ike a human
shie ld , th i s i s not gent lemanly .
Once the bug keeled over I put the
bug spray back in my purse and
made sure the pr incess was okay .
Lesson here is , we rea l ly need to
s ta r t teaching our sons to be gen-
t lemen again , and also , us ing a
lady as a human shie ld wil l never
get you the gir l .

Thi s co lumn or ig ina l l y ap-
peared in the Sep tember 2015
issue of the Ranchos Independent .

- - Edi tor

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

will and their pregnant cows will be subject
to constant blasting. We are being robbed
of our rights, to fill the coffers of Vulcan
and the County and THAT violates the laws
and rights wewere given at birth. The rights
of themany are being sacrificed on the altar
of MONEY!

Those of youwho live in the Bonadelle
north homes serviced by Sierra View Ele-
mentary have benefitted from the largess of
Vulcan for over 10 years; one woman even
called the Vulcan employees “lovely, lovely
people.” I have a question for you though:
Have you ever asked yourselves why? All
the extras voluntarily added to the EIR as
mitigation, purchases of FFA beef, spon-
sorship of school events; these are not acts
of kindness by a humanitarian company.
They are purely acts of greed disguised as
generosity. It was a calculated ploy to win
favor and it gives you an idea of what kind
of money is to be made off of Madera
County, not for charity, but for pure greed
and profit. How canwe be angry with those
nice Vulcan people when they are being so

nice? The fact is they have beenmaking cal-
culated moves for 10 years to insure their
precious project would be a go. See how
generous they are when you go to them
seeking $30,000-$40,000 for a new well
after Vulcan blasts and severs your water
source and you have no water. Experience
shows they get real tight with a buck once
their quarry is up and running. They could
give a flip about what the citizens of this
county think of them then; they believe
themselves to be above such pettiness as air
quality or water loss.

Four alternatives were presented in the
Final EIR that could slow or minimize the
“significant environmental impacts” of the
quarry. Number three proposed to cut the
lease to 50, not 100 years and reduce the
amount of aggregate (and thus the blasting
and truck traffic we all fear) to “less than
significant.” While the EIR states this is by
far the best alternative to the destruction and
harm the quarry will bring to our lives as it
is proposed, it is also stated clearly that it is
NOT an acceptable option. Why, you ask?

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

Please see LETTERS on P. 19
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

9/16 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Favorite Recipes
for a Favorite Niece

by Jean BrinerAre you as happy to see this
summer gone as I am? At my age I
know I shouldn’t be wishing away
time, but this summer will be well
forgotten! As Dolly said in a recent
Family Circus cartoon (one of my
favorites), “I’ll be happier when
this day is yesterday.” To begin
with it was the hottest summer on
record, and you all know how I hate
hot weather, then I had one of the
worst summer colds I can remem-
ber. It took weeks to finally get rid
of, then I had car problems from
hell: After just over four weeks and
in two different
shops it is back
“on the road
again”— thank
God for family
and plastic!
Thanks to Randy
and my sister
Maxine for
being my taxi.
Then the crown-
ing blow to our
family, our dear
Brenda passed
away. Brenda
was my nephew
B a r r y ’ s
( R a n d y ’ s
younger brother) wife. They had
been married just over 38 years.
Barry’s job had taken them to New
Mexico several years ago so we
didn’t get to see them very often,
but I really enjoyed our phone calls.
Brenda was a Breast Cancer sur-
vivor, she had Fibromyalgia and a
couple of other problems that I’m
not sure about and sometimes re-
cently she was in such pain she
would simply just have to go to bed.
But regardless of when you called
her or how she felt, she was always
eager to talk and find out about
what was going on with the family
in California. What a warrior!

One of my first memories of
Brenda was when she, Barry and
their daughter Eryn were visiting
my mom during the summer and my
mom’s garden was flourishing with
tomatoes. Brenda loved fried green
tomatoes so mama told her to go out
in the garden and pick some and
she’d fry them for her. Brenda did-

n’t have to be told twice – out to
the garden she went! She said she
was in “hog heaven.”

Fried Green Tomatoes
4 Green Tomatoes, sliced in ¼

inch slices
Sal t  and Pepper
1  egg,  beaten
1  C  dr ied  b read  c rumbs  (o r

Panko)
1/3  C but ter  or  margar ine
Mel t  bu t t e r  in  l a rge  sk i l l e t .

Dip  tomato  s l ices  in  egg then in
crumbs. Add
tomato  s l i ces
to  hea ted  pan
and  cook until
gold-en  brown,
tu rn  on ly  once
unt i l  b rown on
o ther  s ide .
Season  to
tas te .

B r e n d a
loved  spaghe t -
t i ,  and  her  fa -
vorite was Mom’s
(her  mother  in
law – my s is ter
Faye)  S imple
easy:

Mom’s Spaghet t i
1 pound hamburger
½ onion,  chopped
1  Can  I t a l i an  S tewed  toma-

toes
1 jar  mar inara  sauce
1 envelope Spaghet t i  Season-

ing mix (any brand)
Sal t  and Pepper
1  pound  favor i t e  spaghe t t i

noodles
Grated Parmesan cheese
Heat  a  couple  tablespoons  of

oi l  in  the  bot tom of  a  la rge  pot ,
cook  on ions  un t i l  t r ans lucen t .
Add  hamburger  and  cook  un t i l
done ,  d ra in  o f f  any  excess  fa t .
Add  s tewed  tomatoes  and  mar i -
na ra  sauce .  F i l l  mar ina ra  bo t t l e
wi th  wa te r  and  add  to  po t .  Add
seasoning  mix  and  sa l t  and  pep-
per  to taste. Turn heat down, and
let sauce simmer until it thickens.
Fill  large pot with water, when

Brenda loved people .  She
had  a  smi le  tha t  was  con ta-
gious – you couldn’t  help but
smi le  wi th  her.  I  don’t  th ink
she  ever  me t  someone  tha t
she  couldn’t  ta lk  to  . . .  I  was
thinking of  her  the  other  day
where  she  is  now.  She is  out
o f  pa in ,  walk ing  on  the
s treets  o f  gold .  

We miss  you dear!

Please see RECIPE on P. 11

Click on “Local News” at 

20 HP • 30 HP • 60 HP
120 HP Tractors

16 FT Dump Trailer

www.cowboystock.net

We have the size for your job!

209-652-9043
Call for an estimate

9/
16
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We now
deliver to the

Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.9/
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

9/16

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

9/
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Hello 93636,
I want to again thank the many of

you who have come by the shop to
check us out and personally say hi. I
also want to thank the many more who
visited us on Facebook. Thank you
93636 for all your support.

I chose this article's topic because
I believe it is interesting, informative
and enlightening. This type of vehicle
may soon be parked in your driveway,
if not already. I also want to give the
93636 "Do-it-Yourselfers" crowd a
heads up so they avoid the mistake we
made with our first replacement of an
electric power steering unit.

Three weeks ago a 2010 Ford Fu-
sion came into the shop with a "no
power steering" complaint. The steer-
ing was electric so we connected a
scanner and retrieved trouble codes to
begin the diagnostic process. The elec-
tric steering gear was defective so we
recommended replacement. The steer-
ing gear is a rack and pinion type. We
did our due diligence and all the in-
formation we generated indicated the
replacement unit was a "Plug and
Play;" just bolt it in and go. The de-
fective gear assembly came out and
the replacement was installed without
incident, or so we thought.

The new gear didn't work.
Again we began diagnostic only to

find the new steering gear needed to
be programmed. If that information
would have been available to us in the
beginning, we would have removed
the memory from the failed unit while
it was still in the vehicle and con-
nected to the vehicle's network. The
defective unit is now laying on the
shop floor. We have to reprogram the
whole darn car. No problem. After the
programing everything worked fine, it
just took several hours more then it
needed to.

"Do-it-Yourselfers," again I'm
sorry to say, it's very unlikely that you
will be able to complete this repair by
yourself. If you are going to give it a
try anyway, make sure the memory is
extracted BEFORE you remove the
steering gear or it will increase your
time and be expensive. Don't feel bad
though – heck, I only know of a hand-

Electric Everything

ful of independent shops that can han-
dle this repair.

Let's discuss the advantage of
electric steering. Hydraulic steering
uses a hydraulic pump to deliver pres-
surized fluid to the steering gear to de-
crease steering effort. The pump is
driven by a belt connected to the gaso-
line engine. As long as the gasoline en-
gine is running there is a power
steering pump load on the engine, even
if you are driving straight ahead. Mo-
torized electric steering only creates a
load when turning. Soon most gasoline
engine loads will be transferred to
small electric motors controlled by the
PCM (computer), not just the steering.
In addition, the systems operated by
electric motors will continue to oper-
ate even when your vehicle’s engine is
turned off during a stop. YES, that's
right, soon your vehicle’s engine will
stop running (stall) when coming to a
stop. The gasoline engine will auto-
matically restart when you depress the
gas pedal to drive away. I'll bet some
of you are thinking this will create a
lot of wear and tear and increase fail-
ure rates for batteries and starter mo-
tors. There are a lot of variations but
the concept is the same. Your vehicle
will use a much larger battery and
starter motor. The starter motor is mas-
sive and in many cases doubles as the
vehicle’s alternator. It will recharge
the batteries while the gasoline engine
is running and restart the gasoline en-
gine when it's off. The larger battery
will also facilitate higher voltages. The
increased voltage output will increase
starter speed by more than seven
times. The gasoline engine starts im-
mediately when you depress the gas
pedal to drive away.

The air conditioning compressor
and the power brake booster will no
longer be directly connected to the
gasoline engine. Both systems will be
powered by electric motors and con-
tinue to function when the gasoline en-
gine is turned off during a stopping
event. You will need that BIG battery
while you are waiting for that train that
is parked on the tracks, during a sum-
mer evening, while the air condition-
ing is running, the radio or
entertainment system is playing and
the headlights and brake lights are on.

About two years ago I worked on a
Karma Fisker. These automobiles do
not use transmissions. The gasoline en-
gine powers a generator which powers
two electric traction motors in the rear

HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

PLEASE call
for your appointment

439-2004

Haircuts only $12 • Bring in this coupon and get

$2 OFF!
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37357 AVE. 12
MADERA RANCHOS
next to LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
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Please see ELECTRIC on P. 12
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instead we recommend Sherwin-Williams
ELASTOMERIC COATING
included in your price: All necessary carpentry work • Stucco repair

In Business Since 1970 • BBB A+ rated • Lic. #273099

9/
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36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

9/16

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!
9/

16

You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

MaderaGlass &Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give thema call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
&Mirror has the expertise to make
quickwork of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty atMaderaGlass &Mirror. Fix
abrokenoneor completeaproject.

ByBetty Van Valkenburg

Piling up taxes – Most politicians never
met a tax they didn’t like. TheU. S. TaxCode
contains over 74,000 pages, which would fill
150 reamsofpaper andstackover24 feethigh.
And aside from raiding our wallets, which is
bad enough, the Code imposes worse conse-
quences to our liberty and self-determination
bymanipulating every facet of our lives.

As quoted in the Washington Examiner
from the Tax Foundation’s book, Putting a
FaceonAmerica’sTaxReturns: “…lawmak-
ers have increasingly asked the tax code to di-
rect…social andeconomicobjectives, suchas
encouraging people to buy hybrid vehicles,
turn corn into gasoline, purchase health insur-
ance, buy a home, replace that home's win-
dows, adopt children,
put them in daycare,
purchase school sup-
plies, go to college, in-
vest in historic
buildings, spend more
on research and the list
goes on.”

Piling up rules
and regulations –
Politicians in congress
pass law after law and
thenwalkawaywhileunelectedbureaucrats at
HUD,EPAanddozensofother alphabet-soup
agencies bury us with rules and regulations to
implement the laws. The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) alone has promulgated
amountainof regulationswhichhave the force
of law and which our elected legislators have
neither read nor approved. According to the
EPA’s website: “Regulations are mandatory
requirements that can apply to individuals,
businesses, state or local governments, non-
profit institutions, or others.” In other words,
they regulate everything!

A check of the Federal Register for just
one day’s activity shows 19 brand new EPA
rules on suchdiverse subjects as “Drawbridge
Operation Regulation; Sacramento River,
Sacramento, CA” and “Energy Conservation
Standards for Dehumidifiers.” A quick word
searchof theRegister yielded11,566mentions
in at least a thousand regulations just for
“coal.”

Pilingupcampaignmoney–Howmany
emails or phone calls did you receive today
asking forcontributions to this campaignor that

politicalPAC?Thestacksof campaignmoney
are impossible to measure, but we know that
they’re frequently big enough to be a corrupt-
ing influence. And the bigger the elected of-
fice, the bigger the influence and corruption.

Piling up lies, more lies and despicable
lies -- “If you like your doctor, you can keep
your doctor.” “Read my lips: no new taxes.”
“Wewill balance thebudget.” “Highspeed rail
will be great.” “What emails?” “Trust me!”

Tying strings to piles of grant money.
“Take this grant money – it’s free.” Grants
from government entities are not free. The
money ultimately comes from taxpayers and
burdensourgrandchildrenwithadditionaldebt.
Butmore importantly, eachgrant dictates how
themoneymustbeused (the strings), thusbrib-
ing states and localities to comply with far-
away politicians’ wishes, circumventing local
elected bodies and ignoring the voters. Con-
sider just how powerful these grants are when
recipients cower into submission at simply the
mention of cutting off other or future grants,
suchashappenedwith the“anyonecangoany-
where” bathroom debacle. As a case in point,
youmight ask the Fresnomayoral and council
candidates how much of the city’s budget is
grant funded and directed, and howmuch the

council and mayor ac-
tually control. The an-
swer might be
enlightening.

Shovel ‘em out
with your vote.

Politicians will
never clean up the
muck of their own cre-
ation, so it’s up to us to
do so. Let’s shovel out
thebarn this electionby

voting out thosewho havemade themess and
those who are likely to pile on more of the
same. Then let’s help to elect and retain any
principledconservativeswhosebarnsarepretty
clean already by donating to their campaigns
or volunteering to help. Once they’re elected
we can let them know that we have our shov-
els ready – just in case they want to add to the
piles of corruption, overregulation, over-taxa-
tion and unconstitutionality.

See you at the polls inNovember. Please
note that electionobservers recommendvoting
in person rather than sending an absentee or
provisional ballot through the system. If you
have an absentee ballot, you can “surrender” it
at the polling place and you will be given a
regular ballot to vote. The poll worker will
then write “surrendered” on the absentee bal-
lot envelope and place it in a special recepta-
cle. If they do not know about this provision,
youcanask them to look it upor checkwith an
official.

For information and resources, please
visit www.teapartypatriots.org.

Grab a shovel. The politicians are
piling it higher and deeper!

Politicianswill never cleanup the
muck of their own creation, so it’s up
tous todoso.Let’s shovelout thebarn
this election by voting out those who
havemadethemessandthosewhoare
likely to pile onmore of the same.
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boiling, add salt and noodles and
cook according to package direc-
tions. There are several types of noo-
dles you can use; Faye’s favorite
was Fettuccini. Mix sauce with noo-
dles and top with parmesan cheese as
desired.

Brenda’s favorite dessert was
“Republican Dessert.”

Republican Dessert
Heat oven to 350
1 C. flour
1 stick margarine
½ C, chopped nuts
Mix together like pie dough.
Press into bottom of 9 x 13 pan.

Bake in preheated oven for 10 min-
utes.

1 8 oz. pkg. cream cheese-soft-
ened

1 C. Powdered sugar
1 large container Cool Whip
Cream together softened cream

cheese and powdered sugar. Fold in
Cool Whip. Spread on top of cooled
crust and freeze.

2 small pkg. instant chocolate
pudding mix

2 1/2 C. Milk
Mix pudding and milk together

as package directs – DO NOT add

any more milk.
Spread on top of cream cheese

layer and return to freezer.
1 small pkg. Cool Whip – Spread

on top of pudding layer.
Top with toasted coconut or

chopped nuts if desired.
Freeze until ready to serve.
This recipe can be tweaked to

your liking – Eryn said when she and
her mom made it, they added more
cream cheese. And if I were making
it, I would put the chocolate pudding
on half of it, and lemon pie filling on
the other side.

Brenda loved people. She had a
smile that was contagious – you
couldn’t help but smile with her. I
don’t think she ever met someone that
she couldn’t talk to. A few years ago
she had a karaoke business that really
wasn’t a business to her because she
had so much fun helping people and
watching them have fun. I was think-
ing of her the other day where she is
now. She is out of pain, walking on
the streets of gold. If you know
Brenda like we do, I can just see her
teaching Jesus karaoke – after all I do
think he has a sense of humor.

We miss you dear!
Thank you Eryn for the help in

this article.

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

�1. CONSERVATIVE BUDGETING
Grow the reserve • Grow course electives

�2. BRING VOCATIONAL TECH TO GVUSD
Create student opportunities

�3. MORE LOCAL CONTROL
Pro-actively work with state legislators • Keep harmful bills from becoming law

�WARREN PARR
the BEST choice for GVUSD AREA 3 TRUSTEE
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Varney Offers Donut with a Deputy
Madera County Sheriff Jay Varney is

inviting the community to join him and
the deputies to discuss community issues
during monthly events he’s dubbed
“Doughnut with a Deputy.” Based on the
popular “Coffee with a Cop” format, the
objective is to increase communication
and break down any bar-
riers between the
public and
the Madera
C o u n t y
Sher i f f ’ s
O f f i c e .
The focus
of the events
is to put citi-
zens and
deputies in a
neutral environ-
ment to focus on so-
lutions to issues and
build working relationships.

Everyone is invited and encouraged
to attend these agenda-free events. Come
out and get to know your local law en-
forcement, discuss issues, have a dough-

nut or just hang out. Sheriff Varney has
announced the first event will be Sept. 28
from 6:30 to 8:30 a.m. at Zanders Coffee
at 35300 Highway 41 #10 in Coarsegold.

“These events are a great opportunity
to eliminate some of the communication
obstacles and make ourselves available to
the community to have open and honest

conversations about what’s important
to them,” Sheriff Var-

ney said.
T h e

C o f f e e
with a Cop
program is
supported by

the US Depart-
ment of Justice,
Office of Com-
munity Oriented

Policing Services
and its growth since

2011 continues at an exponential
rate. Coffee with a Cop was highlighted
in the Final Report of the President’s Task
Force on 21st Century Policing as a way
to build community trust and confidence.

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
9/
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The Bookshelf

ByAmanda Judd

Thank you all for helping the Ranchos
Library celebrate Library Card Sign-Up
month all through September. Remember to
put those cards to good use and that youmust
haveyour library cardwith you inorder to uti-
lize the public computers and to check out li-
brary materials. Don’t forget, you may also
now request items from different libraries at
no expense. Items received are no longer sub-
ject to the 50 cent hold fee. Request to your
heart’s content.

These weeks have been passing by very
quickly and in a short time therewill be lots of
holiday shopping and planning going on. Did
you know that AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support Madera
Ranchos Library every time you shop, at no
cost to you?To shop atAmazonSmile simply
go to smile.amazon.com from the web
browser on your computer or mobile device.
You use the same account on Amazon.com
andAmazonSmile.Your shopping cart,Wish
List, wedding or baby registry, and other ac-
count settings are also the same.

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you
will need to select Friends of the Ranchos Li-
brary as your organization in order to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you
begin shopping. Then every eligible purchase
you make at smile.amazon.com will result in
a donation of .5 percent of the purchase price
from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
The purchase price is the amount paid for the
item minus any rebates and excluding ship-
ping andhandling, giftwrapping fees, taxes or
service charges.

Celebrateyour familyduringFamilyHis-
tory Month which is observed during the
month of October. Take time to educate and
playbydrawing apicture of your family, trace
people-shaped cookie cutters onto paper, cut
out the shapes and decorate to look like your
family.Discussyour familygenealogy, family
healthhistory and share stories.Youcouldalso
preserve family photos and, better yet, create a
family cookbook. A family is a wonderful
thing to celebrate.

Wewould also like to advise that at Story
Time on Thursday, Oct. 27 children are en-
couraged to wear their Halloween costumes.

Celebrate Family History Month

differential housing. It's very possible in
the near future transmissions will be-
come obsolete just like carburetors.

The primary reason for the addition
of electric motors is they are more en-
ergy efficient than gasoline engines and
thereby improve fuel mileage and de-
crease emissions.

It's my hope to bring Career Voca-
tional Education classes to Golden Val-
ley Unified School District. When we
build the curriculum it would be my
preference that it be forward-thinking
and innovative, not repackaged Voca-
tional Education from the past. As al-
ways, I'm looking for ideas to write
about. If you have suggestions or have
a question about a vehicle, please con-
tact me at complete_car_care@hot-
mail.com or the Complete Car Care
Facebook page.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636.

Warren Parr
Two-time ASE/NAPA California

Technician of the Year
2013 ASE/NAPA National Techni-

cian of the Year 2nd Runner Up
ASE Certified Master and Advance

Level (L1) Technician

ELECTRIC cont. from P. 9
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Self-Help Legal Document Assistant
•

•

9/
16 Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/18

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

Estate Planning • Family Law
Legal Document Assistant

Notary Public • Fax •Copy • Scan
... and more

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.”

New Location by Appointment Only
559-395-4640 office

36141 Ave. 12 #109 • Madera, CA • 93636 •www. JudysLegalDocmentService.Com

5,995$

7,995$

2007 Mitsubishi Galant
4-cyl., Auto, Stereo STK. #117

2007 Ford Escape Hybrid
4-cyl., Auto, Stereo STK. #120

all prices +tax, license and fees • all vehicles subject to prior sale

Why go to Fresno? We love to say Yes!
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

9/
16

October Brings “Big Things” to Seniors
Senior Report

ByPattiGroh

Awhileback, inthecomicstripPicklesbyBrian
Crane,theretiredcharacter,Earl, talksabouthisinabil-
ity to remember people’s names. If you read the strip,
youknowthatEarlisakindofcrusty,oldguy.Hethinks
he has developed some kind of a syndrome.He asks
Josewhatitiscalledwhenyoucan’trememberpeople’s
names,butyoujustdon’tcare.Themanheistalkingto
saysthathisnameisnotJose,butClyde.“Whocares?”
Earlreplies.Okay,itisfunnyforoldEarlbut,hey,Icare!
I just hate itwhen I see someoneandcan’t greet them
bynamebecause I can’t remember it. I like for others
togreetmebyname.Ihaveevengonesofarastohave
had two necklaces made
with my name on them.
Myhusbandteasesmethat
IcanjustlookdownifIfor-
get my own name. (He
thinksitisfunnyjustlikeold
Earl.)

AttheCenterwehave
name tags on lanyards for
all the members. You are
fined 25 cents if you don’t
wearthemtoboardorgen-
eralmeetings,butotherwise
members tend not towear
them.I’msuggestingthatwealltrytowearthemwhen
weareat theCenterwhether it is a social functionora
worksession.Ihopeweallcare.

Big things going on at Ranchos/Hills Seniors in
October.Wearegoing tonominatepeople for theof-
ficesofpresident,vice-presidentandtwoboardmem-
bersattheOctobergeneralmeetingonthe11that6:30.
Please thinkaboutservingandtalk to thecurrentpres-
ident,EthelHansen.

ThemonthlysaleattheCenterisSaturday,Oct.1
withbakedgoodsforsale, theTreasureHouseandthe
Boutiquewillbothbeopenwithgreatstuffavailable.It
isopenat8a.m.Members,rememberweneeddonated
homemadebakedgoodies.

TheOctober birthdays and anniversaries
willbecelebratedSaturday,Oct.15atHuckle-
berry’s restaurant located at Perrin andCham-
plain,offofFriantRoad.Pleasebethereat11:15
forserviceat11:30.

OnSunday,Oct.16theproceedsfromthe
Oddfellows breakfast will be donated to Ran-
chos/HillsSeniorssoweareencouragingevery-
onetogohaveawonderfulbreakfast there. It is
served at theOddfellowsHall from7:30 to 11
a.m. TheOddfellowsHall is at the northwest
corner of Road 29 andAvenue 15. It is good
food(andalot)withjuiceandeggsandmeatand
biscuits.TherecouldbemorethatIhaveforgot-

tenbut“wow.”And
the proceeds come
to theCenter. It is a
win-windeal.

And finally,
our Halloween
potluck will be on
our regular potluck
night, Thursday,
Oct.27.Weencour-
age everyone to
come in costume.
Therewill be judg-
ing and prizes.

Therewillbesomegamesanddecorations.This
eventstartsat6p.m.Bringyourowntableserv-
ice.

Lunchcontinuestobeservedeveryweek-
dayatthecenter.Pleasecallbefore11a.m.onthe
day before you plan on eating there. Exercise
classisM-W-Fat10a.m.Itisverywellattended
and a good place to alsomeet people and hear
what isgoingoninthecenterandcommunity.

If anyone would like to teach crafts or
whatever at the center, we’d love to hear your
ideas.Orwhatwouldyoulike to learn?Weare
very open to new ideas.Call the center at 645-
5864toreceiveorgiveinformation.

Big things going on at
Ranchos/Hills Seniors in October. We
aregoing tonominate people for theof-
ficesofpresident, vice-presidentand two
board members at the October general
meetingon the11that6:30.Please think
about serving and talk to the current
president, EthelHansen.
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Refreshments will be served • Gift drawings • See the Ranchos’ only “player” Grand Piano!

for more information call the Chamber office at 645-4001
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VDI Services and the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to invite you
to the BIGGEST mixer of the year so you can say Goodbye to Summer and Hello to Fall!

Wednesday, October 19 • 6-7:30 p.m.

Everyone is invited to this Community Party

at the NEW Fernwood Gardens Nursery
12090 Fernwood Drive

(behind the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center and across the street from Hurst Hardware)

New Chamber Member
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome the

newest member to the Madera Ranchos business family
Vanessa Spady & Sandy Unruh -- Dough Ray Me Bakery & Coffee Spot/Sweetie Darlings

37164 Avenue 12, Ste. 102, Madera Ranchos
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Clip here for discount coupon • Valid for most vehicles
Like us on Facebook.com/CompleteCarCare

Check out our Google website www.completecarcarefresno.com
expires 10/20/16

9/
16$10 OFF

We service and repair Air Conditioning
Systems • Inspect and Recharge

We service Cooling Systems, this
includes your Radiator, Water Pump,
Hoses, etc. • Cooling System Service

includes up to 4 gallons of a 50/50
mixture of coolant and distilled water

wwaarrmm  wweeaatthheerr  iiss  hheerree  --  ccoommee  oonn  oovveerr  ttoo
CCoommpplleettee  CCaarr  CCaarree

ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  vveehhiiccllee  ccoooolliinngg  nneeeeddss!!

�
�

Call Billy at 275-0157 for an estimate
and to book your appointment

Less Toys + Good Organization =
More Play

What would you rather have, a zillion
things to choose from on a menu or a dozen
things that you know you really like? 

Jane Porter in Why Having Too Many
Choices is Making You Unhappy tells of
searching for a toilet brush on Amazon.
With over 1,000 to choose from the process
drained her and she ended up at her neigh-
borhood Dollar Store where they had ex-
actly one to choose from. Porter says, “Too
many choices exhaust us, make us unhappy
and lead us to sometimes abscond from
making a decision all together. Researcher
Barry Schwartz calls this ‘choice over-
load.’ It's not just insignificant details like
which brush to wipe the inside of the toilet
with — having too many choices in our
creative and professional lives can lead us
to avoid making important decisions.”

If we, as adults, struggle with choice
overload, imagine our children entering
their bedrooms or playrooms piled with a
plethora of toys. Entering that chaos, it’s
no wonder children prefer the ease of sit-
ting in front of the TV. 

Today I posted a question about toys
to a moms’ group on Facebook. In the first
four responses, two of them said they had
recently downsized and found their chil-
dren spending more time playing with
fewer toys in their bedrooms and play-
rooms.

In addition to the ease and enjoyment
of play, there’s the element of learning that
takes place. Kathy Sylva, professor of edu-
cational psychology at Oxford University
conducted a study with 3,000 children ages
3-5 years old. Sylva reported, “When they
have a large number of toys there seems to
be a distraction element and when children
are distracted they do not learn or play well.”

And, guess what? When there are
fewer toys, there’s less to clean up! Yay!
This is a great bonus for kids learning to
pick up after themselves and for the mom
or dad who’s doing the training. (Notice I
didn’t give the option of parents cleaning
up after their kids.)

So how do we transform chaos to this

utopia I speak of? Start with some inten-
tional observation. Clue into how and
where your kids are spending their play-
time. Do they prefer playing near you or
do you find them happy to be alone with
their Legos? What are they playing with
most? It may be that they play with the
same thing because it’s the only thing they
can find in the mess, but it also might give
a clue as to the type of toy your child
prefers. 

Based on your findings, determine
how and where to store the toys. You
might choose to store some in the family
room if they are things you play together
and if your child is more social. You may
decide to have the playroom be the bound-
ary for toys so there are fewer places to
clean up at the end of the day. There’s no
one right place or way to do it. You’re the
expert when it comes to knowing what’s
best for your family. 

The one overarching goal is to not
have more toys than your children can
comfortably manage and choose from.
When I organize children’s rooms, the first
step is always to purge. Some no-brainers
are things they no longer play with or
things they haven’t grown into yet (store
elsewhere), broken toys or toys with miss-
ing pieces and too many of one thing. 

Keep those things that you observe
them, or other kids their age, enjoying.Be
selective based on your space and your
goals for your kids’ development. De-
pending on their age, include them in the
process so that they can develop organiz-
ing skills. If there are some debatable
items, put them away in a bin to be rotated
in at a later date, or donated if not missed.

The next step is deciding how much
space you want to use for storing toys
(now that keeping them scattered all over
the floor is no longer an option). You will
also want to choose a storage system or
containers that make toys easily accessible
both for play and clean up. This is where
some Pinterest, Ikea, DIY and Amazon
ideas come into play. 

Keep in mind putting like things to-
gether, containerizing and labeling, and if
there are still more toys than will fit in your
new system — purge some more.

If you’re stuck or want some specific
storage and maintenance ideas, my serv-
ices are available at the contact informa-
tion below, or attend one of my Family
Management classes.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at  P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www.
organizedbychoice.com.

9/
16



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 17

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 9/
16

Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion
Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders

And Much More ...

Tina Shannon •Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com9/16

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

9/
16

Sixteenth Congressional District rep-
resentative Jim Costa's campaign saw a
collapse around Labor Day when five local
labor unions, historically supportive of De-
mocrat candidates, all endorsed farmer
Johnny Tacherra.

On Sept. 9, Tacherra announced that
he had received the endorsement of the
Communications Workers of America
Local 9408, Northern California Carpen-
ters Regional Council (servicing 46 North-
ern California Counties), Carpenters Local
701, Carpenters Local 152 and Drywall
Lathers Local 9083 in his campaign to re-
place Congressman Jim Costa. In addition,
Tacherra was also endorsed by the Madera
County Tax Payers Association.

Tacherra’s expansion of support
across all geographic and demographic
portions of the 16th District reflects how
far his campaign against Costa has come in
just two short years when he ran the clos-
est race on the West Coast despite zero

Tacherra Celebrates Endorsements
funding from the National Republican
Congressional Committee.

In their endorsement, CWA Local
9048 stated that they "… will not support
[Costa] in his final run for office because
he is against good American jobs." They
then endorsed Tacherra to replace him in
Washington, D.C.

"I am ecstatic to be able to bring peo-
ple in the Central Valley together who
might not always agree but know we need
to fix our communities because Washing-
ton is a disaster," Tacherra said. "Jim Costa
has failed this district, our country and
even those who have supported him in the
past. All parties must come together to fix
our nation and our Valley. It is time for a
new generation of leadership for Fresno,
Madera and Merced counties. I am hon-
ored that organized labor has shown the
courage to join me in our fight for our fam-
ilies' future and I will fight for them every
day to get this economy growing and the
water flowing."

Tacherra spokesman Carl Fogliani
called this a defining moment in the 16th
District race. "Everybody forgets that
many overlapping or neighboring seats
now currently in the GOP column have
similar registration percentages where De-
mocrats far outnumber Republicans,”
specifically Hanford’s David Valadao and
Andy Vidak, and Ceres’ Anthony Can-
nella. “Johnny Tacherra has built support
from across the district spectrum to build a
majority while Costa's support shrinks after
barely surviving the last election,” Fogliani
said. “Now the fact that he can't even main-
tain the support of organized labor is a fur-
ther indicator that change is coming to the
16th Congressional District in November."

Organized/promoted by the Central
Valley Mustang Club • Sponsored by
O'Reilly's, KJFX and KYNO, Les Schwab,
Future Ford, Wilson’s Motorcycles,
AmeriPride, Lithia Ford, Hedricks Chevrolet,
Sportsman's Warehouse and Minuteman Press

The Central Valley
Fallen Heroes Car Show
SATURDAY, oCT. 1
sIERRA vISTA mALL, cLOVIS
100% OF PROCEEDS GO TO:
• The American Legion District 14
• the Fresno Firefighters Association
• The Fresno and Clovis Police Chaplaincy

ANY questions please call Paul Beckley 559-246-5721

• Inaugural show • Spectators are free
• All makes and models • Vendor displays

• BBQ tri-tip sandwiches/food/drinks

9/
16
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Campus. Two years later the "Why Not
Madera?" campaign began. Today Madera
South Campus is a comprehensive high
school with one of the best Career Vocational
Education facilities and programs in Califor-
nia.

I HAVE A RECORD:Why not Liberty
High School?

The following is an excerpt from a letter
of recommendation by Madera Unified
School District (MUSD) Trustee Robert
Garibay: "I have known Mr. Parr since the
early 1990's. An advocate for quality educa-
tion in Madera. Mr. Parr played a key role in
MUSD's effort to pass a general obligation
bond to build schools. His leadership and en-
thusiasmwas infectious; he had the ability to
win over the community in the successful
bond attempt.Mr. Parr is the kind ofman you
would want in your corner."

I HAVE A RECORD: GVUSD recall.
I managed the successful recall cam-

paign that was supported by 82.7 percent of
the 42.1 percent who voted in the special
election. Our superintendent and the direc-
tion of GVUSD was restored. I endorsed,
contributed to or campaigned for every cur-
rent school board member except Trustee
Kelly. He ran unopposed. If you like the di-
rection of our current school board, you will
like me.

I HAVE A RECORD: Local control.
The California Department of Con-

sumer Affairs/Bureau of Automotive Repair
is responsible for the implementation and en-
forcement of the federal Clean Air Act.
When California failed to meet its federal
Clean Air targets around 2006, it was clear
the bureaucrats had no real world experience
or understanding of the industry they were
tasked to manage. The management model
they created was insufficient. As an experi-
enced emission technician, I worked for three
years within California's bureaucratic system
to create a more efficient monitoring and en-
forcement model. California's Goldshield
program (Test Only Centers) was replaced
with the new STAR program in 2013. I will
use my experience, knowledge and under-
standing of the Sacramento bureaucratic sys-
tem in my effort to restore some Local
Control to GVUSD.

The following are excerpts from a letter
of recommendation by California Bureau of
Automotive Repair Chief, Patrick Dorais:
"You have demonstrated a commitment to
the Smog Check Program and overall sup-
port of its clean air objectives … you have
actively participated in several of our
statewide workshops to improve the program
over the last few years. In particular, your
support and ideas on the STAR Program
have been instrumental in helping us prepare
and launch this new program.”

My Platform
1) RESTORE THE BUDGET RE-

SERVE/RAINYDAYFUND:Due to the re-
cession and declining student enrollment
(drought), GVUSD has spent down its
budget reserve/rainy day fund to support stu-
dent education at the highest level possible.
In my opinion the budget reserve is critically
low. My vision is to rebuild the budget re-
serve and restore financial stability to the dis-
trict by dedicating a portion of the new Local
Control Funding Formula (LCFF) revenue to
the budget reserve.

2) CAREER VOCATIONAL TECH-
NOLOGY IN GVUSD: Thirty-four years
ago I was involved in a racing accident. Over
the course of a two-year recovery I lost my
job. I began repairing cars out of my home to
contribute to the family income. As it turned
out that was the humble beginnings of Com-
plete Car Care which officially opened Sep-
tember 1985. Eleven years prior, I took a
simple Automotive Vocational Education
Class duringmy senior year in high school. It
became my passion and hobby. I SUPPORT
Career Vocational Education. Madera
County is ranked the #1 county in the United
States for manufacturing job growth.Madera
county has experienced a 59.8 percent in-
crease in manufacturing jobs from 2009-
2014. Additionally, Madera was ranked No.
49 nationally on Forbes list of the Best Small
Places for Business and Careers. Sadly,
GVUSD does not provide vocational path-
ways to prepare our students for these local
career vocational jobs.

Early in 2016 the GVUSD Board of
Trustees approved a new Career Technical
Education facility. The facility is a compre-
hensive Ag and Vocational Education com-
plex on 10 acres at Liberty High School. An
architectural firm was selected but that's
where it sits for lack of money. We need
$800,000 to move forward. Let's use devel-
oper fees. I would like to enter into a financial
arrangement with the Riverstone develop-
ment (example: pre pay developer fees/50-50
district match) to help fund the architectural
fees. The benefit for the developer is his de-
velopment is more attractive to buyers. The
Career Technical Education facility will be
good for students and good for business.

On this November's election ballot is
Proposition 51. Prop. 51 authorizes $9 billion
for school facilities. Traditionally this money
is used for matching funds. Our best chance
to qualify for thesematching funds is to get in
the front of the line with approved Depart-
ment of State Architect shovel-ready plans.
We need to move NOW. I have identified
several other sources of revenue that can be
used to financially support the building of the
Career Technical Education facility: 1) In
2006 the voters of GVUSD passed the $70

PARR cont. from P. 2

growth has not always been easy, but as a
community, we have ensured that growth
and progress has taken place. We now sit on
the precipice of another large period of
growth.With the new housing developments
being started, like them or not, the new
houses and residents are coming. With this
growth, great possibilities for us as a district
are present, but great oversight is needed to
ensure that what our community has started
continues to be a source of community pride.
This is my goal as your next trustee, to en-
sure your voice is heard and that our children
benefit.

Currently, our schools score very well
in comparison to our neighbors on academic
test scores. This achievement is great and
needs to continue. We need to challenge our
children and prepare them for what their fu-
ture brings. Those that are college bound
need to have strong college prep courses that
not only enable them to enter college pre-
pared, but hopefully, ahead of the game with
some of the credits needed already under
their belts.

It is not enough anymore to solely focus
on the pure academic courses. As we see the
district grow, we need to encourage more
programs that allow students to see how the
skills they are learning can impact them in
their future careers. Programs like Ag need
to be supported and grown. This district has
set this as a priority, and I plan to ensure that
there is follow through. In my opinion, we
need more vocational education in order to
give our students possible directions after
high school. I have seen the Ag program not
only teach the science of agriculture but
leadership and responsibility, skills that will
aid those students in all of their future en-
deavors. I am excited to see the courses that
can grow from this starting point.

I think all of us will agree that Eric
Burger has raised the bar in our music pro-
gram, and if you see him give him a big pat
on the back and words of encouragement.
The development of a marching band this
year has allowed our students to show off the
talent they have to a much broader audience.
With ongoing support, I anticipate a program
that will draw students from outside our dis-
trict lines. I am excited to see what will come
in the future at all grade levels with a devel-
oped fine arts program. I believe seeing a
thriving fine arts program will bolster our
students’ academic achievements.

For our size of district, we have seen our
athletic teams really flourish. The student in-
volvement with our athletic teams has been
tremendous. In the past four years alone, we
have seen our student athletes compete in 16
valley championship matches. This great
showing has brought tremendous pride and
recognition to us as a community. We have

had several of these students then take the
skills developed here on to compete at a col-
legiate level. What has been even more
amazing to see is the number of students
who earn scholar-athlete awards at the end
of each year. To me, this shows the well-
rounded young adults we are sending into
the world.

There are a lot of future growth wants
above but none of this will take place with-
out stability in our teachers. The last several
years have devastated our teaching ranks.
We have been able to rehire but at the cost of
seniority. As a district, wemust find a way to
retain and develop our teachers’ ranks. I
would love to see our teachers stay with
GVUSD until retirement because this allows
for continuity and growth. To do so, we need
to support themwhen they are new and con-
tinue to support them as they grow through
their seniority.

I have spent a lot of ink talking about
where we are and where I would love to
see us go. I am not blind to the fact that this
all takes funding. We have accomplished
an awful lot on a very tight budget. The
state has not made it very easy on us, and
yet, we have had success. It must be rec-
ognized that all of these things cannot just
pop into existence without the dollars to
back it. We have to be responsible with our
budget, and we can only spend the funds
that we know we have. I, for one, do not
trust what the state says will be there in
three, four, or even 10 years. We have been
challenged by the cutting back in the al-
ready meager funding we receive. Our stu-
dent population is much smaller than most
of our neighbors like Fresno Unified and
Madera Unified, and we receive on aver-
age roughly 20 percent less state funding
dollars per student compared to those dis-
tricts. That being said, the growth that is
coming plus continued responsible acts
will allow some or all of these plans above
to come into existence. No stone can be left
unturned in the approach to teaching our
students.

I believe my experience in finance, as
well as being a parent with a child still in the
district, makes me the best candidate for the
position. My ability to see the school not
only from the business side but at the same
time from the perspective of a parent sepa-
rates me from others. As a parent of a special
education child, I have learned to look at
benefiting kids where they are as an individ-
ual and not as a group, something that I think
we can carry into all areas of education. I
look forward to representing ALL of the
Golden Valley Unified School District in
January. I am aware that will only take place
with your vote and your support, which I
hope to earn. I encourage you to reach out to

Wheeler cont. from P. 2
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Yeah, it’s that darn ‘ol MONEY thing again.
In fancy language, it notes Vulcan will not
be able to make enough money in only 50
years and fewer tons of rock and so cannot
be considered. How do you feel, after living
here for 20 to 40 years, to discover the im-
pacts on your life and home must happen be-
cause Vulcan has to make lots and lots of
money? Our supervisors will protect Vulcan
so far as to drive citizens whose sweat,
money and effort have made Madera County
what it is today out of the County and even
the Valley. There are other places where
normal citizens are not on the firing line for
the sake of MONEY, but it is NOT possible
here it seems.

There ARE alternatives, but it will be
an arduous and expensive task. We could get
a measure on the ballot, where we could all
vote as we wish and speak with a united
voice. Lawsuits are also possible, as MD 95
has proven. We all know the County has
NOT “done right” by us for many, many
years and if you want water to come out of
your tap for as long as you live, if you want
air that doesn’t choke you and you don’t
want your wives, husbands, children and
friends to be sacrificed by road accidents
right here close to home, you will have to
decide NOW to do what it takes to protect
what’s yours. The County staff and Vulcan
have proven beyond any doubt they do not
care about our welfare; you and you alone
and with others who feel as you do will have
to stand tall and insist your lives and health
matter just as much as MONEY! This is not
healthy, free commerce Vulcan is practicing,
it is greed, pure and simple.

Michele V. Roberts
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
I would like to take this opportunity to

present excerpts of the Aug. 11, 2015 Fresno
Bee article titled "Madera County Tops
Small-Market Ranking for Manufacturing
Job Growth."

"A surge in manufacturing activity in
the past couple of years has propelled
Madera County to the unlikely top spot in a
national ranking for manufacturing job
growth among not only Small Metropolitan
Areas, but all metro markets in the country.
Madera County’s weighted index of 74.4
also placed the area tops among all 421
metro areas reported across the United
States, regardless of size. The economic de-
velopment blog NewGeography.com ana-
lyzed metro areas nationwide.”

The report documents a 59.8 percent

growth rate in manufacturing jobs from
2009-2014. Additionally, Madera was
ranked No. 49 nationally on Forbes list of
the Best Small Places for Business and Ca-
reers under their Job Growth Ranking.
Madera is the only MSA in the Central Val-
ley that was included in the Forbes list.

Sadly, Golden Valley Unified School
District is the only public school district
within or surrounding Madera County that
I'm aware of that does not have vocational
pathways to prepare our students for these
career vocational opportunities.

Recently I was interviewed by the
Madera County tax consultant studying the
March 2017 proposed Sales Tax Increase
Measure for Public Safety. I presented my
argument for keeping tax rates low. The con-
sultant's comment was there is a shortage of
law enforcement officers in the Valley and
supply and demand will play a role with re-
gard to wages and taxes. I see job opportu-
nities all around. Let's add law enforcement
to our list of lost career vocational opportu-
nities.

The state of California several years ago
increased K-14 funding by way of its new
Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF).
LCFF increases revenue to school districts to
pre-recession levels by 2021.GVUSD’s share
is several million dollars per year by my esti-
mation. In addition, district revenue from de-
veloper’s fees and increased student
attendance will also increase via the new de-
velopment. I supportmoving forwardwith the
Career Technical Education facility at the ear-
liest opportunity. From the beginning it was a
dream of this community to build a compre-
hensive high school district. Liberty High is
now16years old and that dream is unfulfilled.

Soon we will have an opportunity to
make that dream a reality. It will continue to
remain just a dream unless we have proac-
tive, prepared, dedicated school board mem-
bers who will seize this opportunity. Please
support Career Vocational Education in
GVUSD.

Warren Parr, Candidate for GVUSD Trustee
Area 3
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
This is to all Rolling Hills residents and

rate payers.
The residents of Rolling Hills are hav-

ing a gun held to their heads by the State
Water Resources Board, (Kassy D.
Chauhan) and Madera County.

Our Supervisor, Brett Frazier, seems to
be of little help. He appears to simply go
along with what he is told and then tells us
we have to pay. He warned us we will not

be happy with him when we vote on the 218
election.

If we follow what the County is insist-
ing on we will be asked to raise our water
rates to between $200 plus per month in my
estimation.

Our current bill is $70. $5.1 million
($15,000 and change per house) is $62 per
month if it is zero interest. Paid back over 20
years, that’s $2 million (minimum) for the
new well to get off of restrictions (at $6,000
per house) at an additional $25 per month
again with no interest. That is $157 per
month plus the County says we are not pay-
ing enough for maintenance – or a reserve
fund – let’s call that $47 per month for an
even $200 per month water bill.

I hope my numbers are wrong but I can
onlyguesswhen theCounty treatsus likemush-
rooms (keep us in the dark and feed usBS).

As you know, Rolling Hills has always
paid its way but there are a lot of folks con-
cerned about the direction things have gone
lately.At themeeting recentlywewere toldwe
will be on stage 3 water restrictions until we
are able to meet a flow equal to 1.5 times the
averagedaily flow for theheaviest flowmonth
of the past year, and must meet these require-
mentswith our highest producingwell off line.

One and a half times the highest usage
day required all year is one heck of a
padding on our needs, when you add a re-
quirement of the highest producing well-
being off line it becomes too much.

The State of California water resources
has adopted, California Waterworks Stan-
dards. The state is a 500-pound Gorilla when
it comes to these regulations; they do not
have to be realistic they simply need to be
adopted.

WE need to: Submit the correct figures
on our well capacity. Both of our wells are
running at less than capacity because they
will last longer that way. The production re-
quirements being demanded of us are in-
flated to cover any feasible need. We should
be using true maximum output figures for
the wells, not what they are currently putting
out while being throttled back.

Well number two output was reduced
because of dirty water complaints. We have
old mains; if you increase the flow it will stir
up sediment in the water lines that has accu-
mulated over the years. Stirred up silt is by
no means a predictor of pump capacity. If
the wells are reported at maximum output
figures we may well meet the standards as
we are. With that said we will still need an-
other well in the near future.

The second issue is the water meters.
Water meters will be required on all connec-
tions by 2025. We are being forced to com-
ply now, and only being given one option.
We are being told the Countywill spend $5.1
million because they will not let us put me-

ters on the water main running through our
property in an easement. The County is in-
sisting we move the water mains to the street
in front of the homes and we must somehow
get our water supply line to the house moved
from the front to the rear. For some reason
the County refuses to back off on this re-
quirement, and insists it be done now.

I did a little research on smart meters.
They are placed in any location and transmit
water usage data by radio to the base. They
can report as often as every hour if you want.
The cost of the unit is between $300 and
$400. The city of Glendale (not disadvan-
taged by any scale) received about 25 per-
cent in grants from the Federal Department
of Energy and the California Energy Com-
mission.

We have options! We need to explore
these options before letting the County use
scare tactics to force us into compliance nine
years before it is required.

We also need to take a long hard look at
how Madera County Special Districts has
been managing our District. The adminis-
tration fees have been increasing and we re-
ally have no idea how much of the money is
being spent. Auditing and bookkeeping over
the years have been sketchy at best. We have
an Auditor Controller who seems to be on
top of things now. I am hoping the Grand
Jury can pull enough together to give us an
idea of the problems.

We need to research options other than
Madera County operating the system for us.
It has been my experience that very few
things done by government are done effi-
ciently.

Again, we have time – nine years – be-
fore the meter mandate. We must not let our-
selves be forced to act before we have had a
chance to explore our options.

Thank You,

Dale Drozen
Rolling Hills
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million Measure S bond. According to dis-
trict bond council, by 2021 GVUSD may be
able to access an additional $5 million due to
increased assessed property values within the
GVUSD boundaries; 2) In 2013 California
increased K-14 funding by way of its new
Local Control Funding Formula. In my esti-
mation, GVUSD's share is several million
dollars per year by 2021; 3) GVUSD cur-
rently receives approximately $8,200 per stu-
dent. Every 122 new students generate 1
million new LCFF dollars; 4. It's been esti-
mated that 18 students per year transfer out
of GVUSD due to lack of Career Vocational
Education opportunities. 18 x $8,200 =
$147,000 per year.

From the beginning it was a dream of
this community to build a comprehensive
high school district. Soon we will have an op-
portunity to make that dream a reality but it
will require vision, dedication and leadership.

3) TRADITIONAL VALUES: The
ACLU earlier this year contacted GVUSD to
inform us that our district's board policies are
out of compliance with newly enacted Cali-
fornia gender expression laws. The ACLU
requested the district revise its current board
policies (example: gender neutral dress code,
common use restroom and locker room fa-
cilities) to reflect the changes in the law. This
is an attack on our community, our culture
and our family values. I support traditional
values and the right of our families and com-
munity to raise our children with the values,
ethics and morals of our religious convic-
tions. California law has no standing in this
regard in my opinion but the U.S. Constitu-
tion does. The 1st Amendment of the Bill of
Rights states in part: "Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof
...” Texas and 10 other states are suing the
Obama administration over its directive to
U.S. public schools to let transgender stu-
dents use the bathrooms and locker rooms
that match their gender identity. I am actively
monitoring these lawsuits for their progress
and success. If successful, we may be able to
use their arguments and model to regain local
control in this area. I will fight for our con-
stitutional rights.

Please vote Warren Parr for GVUSD
Board of Trustees Area 3.

me with any questions or concerns. Together
we can ensure that this district keeps on a
path toward greatness. I can be reached on
my cell at 559-243-6228 or via email at
abcmwheeler@gmail.com. Please join me
on my Facebook page “Andy Wheeler for
GVUSD School Board.” As always my
campaign is “For our kids, For their future.”
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fornia will be required to produce a water bal-
anceby2020.Riverstone is aheadof thegame.”

Surface and Groundwater Connected
With the drought ongoing, Madera Irri-

gation District’s (MID) General Manager
Tom Greci said MID was continuing to try
to make the best of a bad situation by sup-
plying as much surface water to its clients
as it could. But, even when there is plenty
of surface water, some areas and groups, in-
cluding the residents of both the City of
Madera and the Ranchos, rely completely
on groundwater. The advantage of using the
Madera subbasin groundwater is that it
needs very little filtering or additives, if any,
to be potable or drinkable. If only surface
water were available for drinking, it would
require treatment at a dedicated and permit-
ted facility first — a very expensive propo-
sition. So, to the extent that MID can make
it cheaper and easier to get surface water to
growers, that reduces the amount of ground-
water pumping and overdrafting of the
aquifer’s potable water that the plants and
trees don’t require but people do.

SGMA Defined
Made up of three bills signed by Gov-

ernor Brown in September 2014 and a
fourth in September 2015, SGMA:

• Provides for sustainable management
of groundwater basins • Enhances local
management of groundwater consistent with

rights to use or store groundwater • Establishes
minimum standards for effective, continuous
management of groundwater • Provides local
groundwater agencieswith the authority, tech-
nical, and financial assistance needed tomain-
tain groundwater supplies • Avoids or
minimizes impacts for land subsidence • Im-
proves data collection and understanding of
groundwater resources and management • In-
creases groundwater storage and removes im-
pediments to recharge • Empowers local
agencies tomanage groundwater basins,while
minimizing state intervention.

According to Brown, “A central feature
of these bills is the recognition that ground-
water management in California is best ac-
complished locally. Local agencies will now
have the power to assess the conditions of
their local groundwater basins and take the
necessary steps to bring those basins in a state
of chronic long-term overdraft into balance.”

To help meet the regulatory require-
ments of the act, the state established the
Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant
Program with a fund of $100 million --
$500,000 of which has already been
awarded to Madera County primarily to de-
velop the plan to address the state’s 6th most
critically overdrafted subbasin.

Current Reality
In the meantime, at Frazier’s Sept. 22

Town Hall, comments were made about
how:

Large corporations, in particular, con-

tinue to plant thousands of acres of almond
trees and other high water-usage crops
throughout the Ranchos and the rest of the
County, effectively exporting our ground-
water, which is illegal;

Farming operations, large and small,
account for 97 percent of the groundwater
withdrawal from our “underground lake,”
the Madera subbasin;

The Madera subbasin has been known
to be critically overdrafted for more than
four decades; and

The Board of Supervisors will not
likely reconsider putting a halt to either
plantings of certain crops or installation of
more pumping wells, despite their authority
to do so.

Toward the end of the meeting, after
accepting several gestures of welcome and
gratitude from Ranchos residents for what-
ever her department could do to help, Berry
said she thought SGMA would be a good
thing. But, as many remarked, there may not
be any groundwater to sustainably manage
by the time the State-mandated SGMA plan
is put in place in 20 years.

Also present at the Town Hall was
County Public Works Director Ahmad
Alkayyat, who said the delay in the Valley
Teen Ranch – MD-10a consolidation proj-
ect, originally scheduled to be completed
by now, has been delayed by further au-
diting requirements of County records by
the state.

TOWN HALL cont. from P. 2
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PRESIDENT
Donald J. Trump
US SENATE
Both Democrats, the lessor (and not by
much) of these two evils is Loretta Sanchez.
Hold your nose on this one. Choose NOT to
vote and you elect Kamala Harris. You
DON’T want that.

USREPRESENTATIVE, Dist. 16
JohnnyTacherra
CALIFORNIAASSEMBLY,Dist. 5
FrankBigelow
GVUSDTRUSTEE,Area3
WarrenParrorAndyWheeler.
PROPOSITIONS51 -67
51:NO Authorizes$9billion ingeneralobligation

bonds for schools. Kill the High-Speed Rail and

you’dhaveenoughmoney for this7 timesover.

52: YES Requiresvoterapprovaltochangeuse
ofhospital feesor funds.

53:YES Requiresstatewidevoterapprovalbe-

foreany revenuebondscanbe issuedor soldby

thestateforcertainprojectsif thebondamountex-

ceeds$2billion.

54: YES Require that every bill is published in

print and online at least 72 hours before each

houseof the legislaturecanvoteon it.

55:NO Extendsby12years thetemporaryper-

sonal income tax increases enacted in 2012 on

earningsover$250,000. Insteadof a fair tax sys-

temweget this.
56:NO Increases cigarette tax by $2 per pack,

with increases on other tobacco products and

electronic cigarettes containing nicotine.Govern-

ment’s cashcow.Enough!

57: NO Reducing criminal sentences, juvenile

criminal proceedings and sentencing. The

WORSTprop.ontheballot.Theirsollutiuontotoo

manycriminals in jail?Turn them looseonus.

58:NO Repeal1998Proposition227, the"Eng-

lish inPublicSchools" Initiative.

59:NO OverturnCitizensUnitedSupremeCourt

ruling.

60:NO Requirecondomsinpornofilms.Really?

Is thiswhatwe’respendingour timeon?

61:NO Stateprescriptiondrugpurchasestiedto

V.A.pricing.Theregoesyouravailability.

62&66: 62:NO, 66:YES Both death penalty

related. 62wants to ban it, 66wants to enforce it.

Sometimesyou’vegot to takeout the trash.

63:NO Permit tobuyammoandno largemag-

azines.TheyHATEthe2ndAmendment..

64: NO Legalizing recreational marijuana. The

argument is always, “But alcohol is legal.” Have

you seen the damage alcohol does to lives?

Guesswhatthenumbertwosubstancepeoplego

to rehab for, afteralcohol?Marijuana.

65&67:NOonBOTH Both have to dowith

grocerystore“oneuse”bags.65wantstokeepthe

baninplacebuttakepartofthemoneychargedby

grocersandgive it toenvironmentalgroups,while

a “no”voteon67will overturn theban.

2016 VOTER’S GUIDE
ELECTION DAY TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-
4476.

For Sale

Mikasa Country Club Dinnerware
Service for 12, 60 plus pieces. White with
light blue band. $150. 645-0103.

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-clean-
ing electric oven - used. Good condi-
tion $400. Also have peacock tail
feathers $1 each. Call 559-312-0891.

Guitar Lessons

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified

T O A D V E R T I S E
i n t h e R a n c h o s I n d e p e n d e n tC A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476.

WindowCleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Yard Sales

Mov i n g /Y a r d S a l e . S a t u r d a y
O c t . 8 , 7 a .m . - 2 p .m . T o o l s ,
C h r i s tm a s d e c o r a t i o n s a n d
h o u s e h o l d i t em s . 1 4 8 6 3 Ro a d
3 5 Mad e r a Ran ch o s .

Guitar, Mandolin, or Ukelele lessons.
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings or
early afternoons. Trained instructor. Call
Yolanda for details. 577-4423.

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

The Gutter Doctor special izing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut ters . General Contractor - Re-
pair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Painting Services

Paint ing Services - 40 years of
experience . Licensed. Frank
Kramer Exteriors . Lic . #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.

6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
are crazy cheap

SUDOKU

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

call

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

9/
16

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 9/16

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 9/16

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

DRE #00329063 9/
16

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life!Wemake
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com •Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

9/
16

9/16

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

ALEX M. SHUBIN
REALTOR

CA-BRE #01180082

Alex M. Shubin
www.AlexMShubinProperty.com

AlexShubin@att.net

559-479-0520
9/16

• It was Colombian novelist, short-
story writer, screenwriter and journalist
Gabriel Garcia Marquez who made the fol-
lowing sage observation: "Words are not
created by academics in universities and
suchlike; rather it is the man in the street

who does so. Dictionary compilers almost
always recognize them too late and em-
balm them in alphabetical order, in many
cases when they have lost their original
meaning."

• You might be surprised to learn that
the first printing press in North America
was not anywhere within the present-day
boundaries of the United States. The very
first one was set up in Mexico City, back in
1539.

• In the Talmud, a central text of Rab-
binic Judaism, sneezing is called "pleasure

sent from God."
• The largest single dormitory in the

world is at the United States Naval Acad-
emy in Annapolis, Maryland. With 4.8
miles of corridors and providing 33 acres
of floor space, Bancroft Hall provides a
home for the school's entire brigade of
4,000 midshipmen.

• Many people harbor a fear of snakes
(which, incidentally, is known as ophidio-
phobia), but venomous bites and constrict-
ing squeezes aren't the only ways a snake can
kill. For instance, in the 1990s a man in Iran,

while trying to capture a snake, placed the
butt of his shotgun against the snake's neck
behind its head. In attempting to escape, the
snake wrapped the length of its body around
the gun, pulling the trigger in the process --
and killing its would-be captor.

• According to historians, Native
Americans who lived on the Pacific coast
often weaned their babies on caviar.

• Thought for the Day: "Distrust any
enterprise that requires new clothes." --
Henry David Thoreau

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Posadas
Cleaning

Marina Posadas

Open
Availability

En Español
559-481-0958

559-536-8018

License #3003592

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

559-548-0000

5310 W. Spruce
Ave., Fresno

“On the corner
of Spruce and
Herndon.”
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) After much traveling this year, you're due for some settled time with
family and friends. Use this period to check out situations that soon will require a lot of serious
decision-making.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Keep that keen Bovine mind focused on your financial situation
as it begins to undergo some changes. Consider your money moves carefully. Avoid impulsive
investments.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You'll need to adjust some of your financial plans now that things are
changingmore quickly than you expected. All the facts you need haven't yet emerged, somove cautiously.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Personal and professional relationships dominate this period. Try
to keep things uncomplicated to avoid misunderstandings that can cause problems down the line.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) That elusive goal you'd been hoping to claim is still just out of reach. But
something else has come along that could prove just as desirable, if only you would take the time to
check it out.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t em b e r 2 2 ) This is a good time to get away for some much-
needed rest and relaxation. You'll return refreshed and ready to take on the workplace challenge that
awaits you.

LIBRA (Sep tember 23 to Oc tober 22) Confidence grows as you work your way through
some knotty situations.Watch out for distractions fromwell-meaning supporters that could slow things down.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Consider spending more time contemplating the
possibilities of an offer before opting to accept or reject it. But once you make a decision, act on it.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You're in a very strong position this
week to tie up loose ends in as many areas as possible. Someone close to you has advice you might want
to heed.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Congratulations. This is the week you've been
waiting for: After a period of sudden stops and fitful starts, your plans can now move ahead with no
significant disruptions.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You're in an exceptionally strong position this
week to make decisions on many still-unresolved matters, especially those involving close personal
relationships.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) The new moon starts this week off with some positive
movement in several areas. A special person becomes a partner in at least one of the major plans you'll
be working on.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

You work hard and get things done. You also inspire others to do
their best. You would do well heading up a major corporation.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. GEOGRAPHY:What is the name of the
dam that created Lake Mead?
2. LITERATURE: Who wrote essays
about attempting to speak French, titled
“Me Talk Pretty One Day”?
3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What political
party did President Zachary Taylor
represent when elected?
4. GENERALKNOWLEDGE: Howmany
time zones does China have?
5. MOVIES: Who starred in the movie
“Mommie Dearest,” and what actress did
she portray?
6. FOOD & DRINK: What ingredient
gives gin its distinctive taste?
7. MYTHOLOGY: The Minotaur and his
labyrinth were said to be located on which
Greek island?
8. ACRONYMS: What does ROM stand
for?
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: About how
many eggs can a queen bee lay each day?
10. TELEVISION: What was the name of
the family dog on “The Simpsons”?

1.Hoover
2.DavidSedaris
3.Whig
4.One
5.FayeDunawayasJoanCrawford
6.Juniperberries
7.Crete
8.Read-OnlyMemory
9.2,000
10.Santa’sLittleHelper

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crossword
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