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NEWS FLASH • EXCLUSIVE
Possible New Ranchos Water Source
Source Could Produce Up to
10 Times Amount Currently
Being Used by MD-10A

By Karen Petryna

T

he concept is simple: Ask all the candidates five basic
questions about themselves, about their abilities and why
they should be our next elected official. There were no constraints put on their answers. They could be as brief or as detailed as they felt was necessary to answer the questions. The
questions were sent to all those running for Golden Valley Unified School District Board of Trustees, Madera County District 1 Supervisor, Madera County Sheriff and Madera County
District Attorney. Here are their answers.

By Randy Bailey

Golden Valley Unified
School District
Board of Trustees Area 1

1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
Board of the
Golden
Valley
Unified School
District?
I care deeply
for the community I have lived
Kimberly Kirk
in for over 26 years and where I raised
my two sons. I have watched GVUSD
evolve into a very dynamic school district. Over the years I have noticed that
the students of our community have
grown into vibrant adults and many of
them have returned to our schools as
teachers. With my many years of experience as a teacher, my involvement as a
parent at Liberty High and as a longtime
member of this community, I believe I
am highly qualified for this position.

2. What are your thoughts on Common
Core?
California has always had rigorous instructional standards and now we are seeing them across the country through the
Common Core. The Common Core establishes clear, consistent guidelines for what
every student should know with a focus on
developing the critical thinking, problemsolving, and analytical skills that our students need to be successful. The Common
Core standards are allowing our teachers
to go deeper into the essential standards
and be creative with their instructional approach.
3. If you could make just one change to
the Golden Valley Unified School District
as a Trustee, what would it be?
I would like to see an increase of Career Technical Education offerings in
GVUSD. I want to help to ensure that
every educational need is met.
4. Do you think Zero Tolerance programs
serve a purpose or act as a barrier to exercising common sense?
Zero Tolerance does serve a valuable
purpose. GVUSD’s Zero Tolerance policy
is supported and enforced by all employees

Please see QUESTIONS on P. 3

There may be a new source of water
that can be made available to the MD-10A
Water District if certain details can be
worked out. MD-10A’s water needs equal
about 300 million gallons over an 18
month period; this new source can provide
upwards of 3 billion gallons over a 12month period. On condition of anonymity,
a source with intimate knowledge of this
water supply said that the water could be
made available to the Ranchos’ MD-10A.
This separate source of water thought
to be non-riparian was identified east of the
Ranchos about 14 years ago. Non-riparian
means that it has its own aquifer that is separate from the San Joaquin River’s aquifer.
This is key because river water is highly
regulated and riparian rights allow the extraction of river water only for the private
use of property owners, but any excess
water cannot be sold. The source said that
a geologist identified the water as being
separated from the river-sourced water by
hundreds of feet and many layers of clay,

also known as an aquitard. The potentially
separate water source is located about 400
feet below ground in its own renewable
aquifer, or water-containing region, and
was initially estimated as capable of producing 7,000 to 10,000 acre-feet per year,
which is somewhere between 2 and 3 billion gallons of fresh water, approximately
10 times what is needed by users of MD10A. The source said that if the water is
verified as separate, MD-10A will have
first dibs to purchase it.
It is generally estimated that a threeperson household will consume approximately one acre-foot, or 325,851 gallons
of water, every 18 months. Since the MD10A Water System has about 900 connections, even accounting for expansion,
1,000 acre-feet per year is more than
enough water for everyone connected to
the system, and then some. Therefore, if
the non-riparian water source is verified
and shown to produce 7,000 to 10,000
acre-feet per year, that would exceed the
needs of MD-10A by more than seven to
10 times over.
Potential Obstacles
The first obstacle is proving that the

Please see NEW H2O on P. 24

Ranchos Shopping Center Planned
By Karen Petryna
If all goes according to plan, residents
of the Ranchos may be able to enjoy several
more shopping amenities as early as 2016
according to Russell Shaw, whose clients’
plans have been 10 years in the making. The
project, to amend the County’s General Plan
and rezone 40 acres at the southwest corner
of Avenue 12 and Road 36 across from Liberty High School from agricultural to commercial use, has already been approved by
the County Planning Commission. Called
“Liberty Village at the Ranchos,” tentative
plans presented by the Planning Department
to the Planning Commission at their Sept. 9
meeting were approved in a 5-0 vote. And,
according to Senior County Planner Matt
Treber, the project will likely next go before
the Board of Supervisors in November. If
the Board also approves the entitlement,
Shaw said C. G. Brown Developers, Inc.
will then be in a position to seriously market
for what they envision as an opportunity to
provide the community with a wide variety
of shopping choices including a drug store

and a drive-through restaurant.
Benefits
Shaw listed a number of benefits for the
Ranchos community from a local shopping
center including the ability to fill prescriptions without having to drive to Madera or
Fresno, which would also benefit air quality. He said he had met with the schools who
were also supportive — particularly of the
idea that high school students wouldn’t have
to race to River Park on their lunch break
for fast food.
Water Issues
Regarding water issues and the anticipated use of 6,700 gallons per day when the
shopping center is complete, Tom Hurst,
Planning Commissioner and owner of Hurst
Hardware, said that if the owners wanted to,
they could continue to have their property
used to grow almonds and draw as much
groundwater as they wanted — without any
additional cost for rezoning or permitting
using the agricultural well already on the
property. Separately, Shaw also said, despite
having been approached by many brokers

Please see SHOPPING on P. 28
Click on “Local News” at

QUESTIONS cont. from P. 2

in the district. Zero Tolerance helps to reinforce the community’s expectations of our
young people and prepares them for the real
world.
5. Why should we vote for you?
If voted in, my plan is to support and
help guide our employees in providing a
safe and encouraging learning environment,
with a continued focus on GVUSD’s high
academic expectations.

1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
Board of the
Golden Valley Unified School District?
I am uniquely
qualified because
Carla Neal
my story is the
same as yours. I moved to the area in 1990
from the Bay Area. In 1991, I simultane-

ously began my teaching career at Fresno
State and as a teacher’s aide in Fresno Unified in Special Education. Through determination I completed my student teaching
at Webster and at Eastin Arcola and then
started teaching Kindergarten at Sierra
View in 1993. After five years, I stayed
home to raise my daughter, and left the security of being a tenured teacher. I became
an active parent volunteer more involved at
Small Fry Nursery School in Madera at
Howard Elementary and also began teach-
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ing Child Development at the Madera Center. In the years that I was home from teaching, Chawanakee’s Sierra View had
changed to the current GVUSD. I have
GVUSD insider and outsider perspectives
as a parent and as a teacher in the pursuit of
happiness and educational excellence for all
students. Over the last 20 years, I have also
started several small businesses: Arrow
Food Equipment Service (w/Greg Neal)

Please see QUESTIONS on P. 16
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Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!
3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat
Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Current Hay Prices per Bale
Orchard Grass ....................................................... $21.99
Timothy Grass ....................................................... $19.99
Forage Hay (heavy bales) ......................................... $17.99
Oat Hay (heavy bales) ................................................. $16.49
Alfalfa ................................................................... $15.65 (and up)
Wheat Hay ........................................................... $13.99 (and up)
(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store!

$8.99 FREE
Lay Pellets
$18.99
Poultry Supplies

Hen Scratch

50 LB. BAG
80 LB. BAG

32 oz. FLY SPRAY

FREE
with every $200+
feed purchase

IVERMECTIN

Horse De-Wormer

BUY2 GET 1

You still get 2% CASH BACK
on ALL of your purchases with
your 3-V Feed REWARDS Card!

Don’t forget to
activate YOURS!

and

all prices exp. 10/31/14
except where noted and
are subject to change
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Guest Editorial
By DJ Becker

Will existing supervisors, and candidates in the upcoming board of supervisor race, take a pledge to work
full-time for Madera County and earn
their annual paychecks in excess of
$71,500?
Let’s ask them to.
Many residents are angry and disillusioned with their board. They would
love to be paid $275 or more per day,
plus benefits, to attend meetings, sit on
committees, dictate to staff and occasionally make decisions – or meddle, as
some claim.
A lot of residents say they have seen
too few results and suspect they aren’t
getting their money’s worth or even the
best efforts of the people they elect and
pay to represent their interests, especially when their repeated calls for improved County fire protection, public
safety, action on more efficient water use
or code enforcement go completely
unanswered. And after decades of denial,
the potentially catastrophic problem of
overdrafting of groundwater by our own
agriculture has also come home painfully
to roost right over their door.
No denying those dry wells now.

Tax Dollars
Most voters would also like to know
who sets the County priorities and where
Madera's tax dollars go. Some current
and former department heads say privately they should be allowed to run
their own departments and not be micromanaged by elected officials without
planning experience and little or no
knowledge of their professional fields.
Several Madera County supervisors
also own or operate their personal, fulltime businesses, begging the question:
“Where does Madera County business fit
in that schedule?” A frequent glance at
the County parking garage often reveals
only empty spaces reserved for our
elected supervisors. Sure, meetings and
committees are great, but a look anywhere around the County clearly demonstrates the basics aren't getting done.
In years past, supervisors served
part-time as dedicated public servants
and received a small monthly stipend for
their time, not unlike how the very efficient – and elected – Madera city council now serves. City of Madera council
members make similar decisions, receive

a token payment of $345 per month, plus
health insurance, and still manage to attend meetings, sit on committees and review and balance a $62 million budget.
In my years of observing them at this
work, they are dedicated, serious and get
an excellent job done.
Increasing the pay for County supervisors statewide in 1970 was thought
to attract a more professional level of experience and provide better management
skills to local elected government officials. Instead, the opposite may have become the reality with ego, power,
political connections and a predictable,
hefty paycheck being the motivation,
rather than public service. A travel allowance, health insurance and generous
state pension benefits also sweeten the
deal.
Connections and campaign money,
in the form of advertising and yard signs
– rather than actual experience and or
qualifications – often decide the winners
of these heated races. City officials, who
spoke on the condition of anonymity,
have long said the unprofessional and
amateur actions of past and present
County supervisors have greatly contributed to the County disarray and large
budget deficits, and the abrupt departure
of many competent County personnel,
most recently including even major
County department heads. Those same
department heads who have earned degrees in their fields have unrealistic
budgets and long job descriptions and
are expected to work as many hours as it
takes. These very low local salaries also
fuel the talent flight from Madera
County to less acrimonious, betterfunded and better-run counties or municipalities. I also hear the short-staffed
County Resource Management Agency
has just recently been reorganized or perhaps upended, again, with the departure
of County engineer Ken Vhang.
Increasing Personnel
At the height of the 2007 economic
boom, supervisors also increased the
full-time positions of their personal legislative assistants from two to five, at the
hefty price tag of roughly $50,000 annually each, plus benefits. The assistants
manage the supervisors’ calendars, do
the legwork on any proposed County
legislation and field – or some would say

Please see FULL-TIME on P. 14
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Full-Time Supervisors?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2015. Delivery must be by August 31, 2015.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

Click on “Local News” at
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Priorities, Priorities

I had the privilege and honor to moderate the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce’s “Candidates’ Night” on Monday,
Sept. 8 at the Ranchos Middle School.
Here was an opportunity to listen to the
final two candidates in the District 1 Supervisor’s race as well as the two remaining candidates for Madera County Sheriff.
After successfully surviving the primary
in June, here were the finalists for the Nov.
4 General Election. Someone on the stage
that night was going to be our next Supervisor and someone was going to be our
next Sheriff.
At the event, I started things off by offering up a couple of quotes from semi-famous people. Actually they’re only
famous if you’ve heard of them, and, outside of the journalism world, I doubt few
people have ever heard of George Jean
Nathan or Bill Vaughan. Anyway, the purpose was to set the tone.
Nathan said: “Bad officials are
elected by good citizens who do not vote.”
Hmmm ...
I then followed that by Bill Vaughan’s
observation: “A citizen of America will
cross the ocean to fight for democracy, but
won't cross the street to vote in a national
election.” I emphasized that this rang all
the more true when it was just a local,
County election.
I made these comments to a packed
crowd of about 35 people, which approx-

“we present
to the people
of America a
sparkling
vision of
tomorrow, a
belief that
greatness
lies ahead,
only waiting
for us to
reach out
for it. ”

imately 10 of whom were from the Chamber of Commerce.
Now, just a few weeks prior, the
Chamber had sponsored a community
meeting with County officials to discuss
the situation with MD-10A and the community’s not being able to water their respective lawns -- right here in this same
building -- and it was standing room only.
There was no place to sit. People were
standing all along the back of the auditorium and crowding around the exit, all
vying to get a better view of the County
employees and to hear what they had to
say about their dying Coastal Redwoods.
Here’s the irony: not one person on
that stage was an elected official. Manual
Nevarez was the closest, but he was a
Jerry Brown appointee who’s not running
for reelection. What that means is that if
you woke up tomorrow, turned on your
faucet and had to take a dirt shower, every
one of them would still have a job and
there’s not a thing you could do about it.
Fast forward a couple of weeks later
and here are the people who, when
elected, WILL tell those other folks who
were on the stage that night what to do.
They HAVE to because they’re directly responsible to the voters who put them
there. This is like arguing with the cop
who gave you a ticket when ultimately it’s
the judge who will determine your fate.
It’s like complaining to the busboy about
how bad your service is then smiling
blankly when your waitress shows up. It’s
like focusing all of your attention on the
sparkplugs of your car that’s running
poorly when the problem is the fuel injection.
I love the Ranchos, but we sure have
a funny way of looking at things sometimes. If the people who showed up for the
County/MD-10A meeting were truly that
concerned and that incensed about our
water situation, then there should have
been twice as many people show up for the
Candidates’ Night than were at the County
meeting. We should have had to relocate it
to Hawk Stadium over at the high school
to accomodate all of the people.
But we didn’t.
So now, we’ll have an election in
about a month and those who actually do
show up and vote will play eenie-meenieminey-moe with their candidate selection
on their ballots and then hope for the best,
all the while saying, “If only there was
some way we could have gotten some
more information about the candidates ...”

Page 6
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A Souper Time of Year
According to the calendar, it’s
just a few days until the first day
of fall, my favorite time of the
year. Football has already started,
the days will begin to grow to add a little salt and pepper as
s h o r t e r a n d c o o l e r, a n d w e c a n you go – don’t wait until the end
begin to cook in the kitchen and or you will have a very bland
n o t w o r r y a b o u t h e a t i n g u p t h e soup. To take this soup up another
house. Recently I bought some notch, how about dropping in
h a m b u rg e r t o m a k e a m e a t l o a f , some pasta – small shells, alphabut I finally put it in the freezer, b e t s , s m a l l e g g n o o d l e s , o r e v e n
waiting for the weather to cool off s o m e s p a g h e t t i b r o k e n i n t o s h o r t
a bit; I just didn’t want to heat up pieces. Be sure to salt soup when
the house.
you add the pasta if needed.
W h e n i t s t a r t s t o g e t c o o l e r,
Do you have an abundance of
what better way to warm up your c a r r o t s i n t h e r e f r i g e r a t o r, e i t h e r
house than to
from the garden
make a big pot
or a bag of
of soup? I know
peeled carrots
When it starts to get that have been
people
that
would
h a v e c o o l e r, w h a t b e t t e r w a y t o in the refrigerasoup just about warm up your house than to tor a while?
e v e r y d a y, s o make a big pot of soup?
How
about
with that in
making
some
m i n d , l e t ’s t a l k
soup
out
of
about soup this
them?
month.
Carrot Soup
When the kids in our families
1 T Butter
were young enough to go Trick or
1 T extra virgin olive oil
Tr e a t i n g , w e w o u l d a l l g o t o m y
1 Medium onion, chopped
sister ’s house or Steve’s and have
1 Stalk celery, chopped
a “Souper Supper.” We would all
2 Cloves garlic, chopped
bring a favorite soup, maybe a pot
1 tsp. Chopped fresh thyme or
of stew, stuff to make a salad and parsley
always loaves of French bread.
5 C p e e l e d a n d c h o p p e d c a rThe kids are all grown now, so we rots
don’t do it any longer and I miss
2 C water
it.
4 C reduced sodium chicken
You people that had a big gar- or vegetable broth
den this summer that is waning as
½ C half and half
you pick the last of the vegeta½ tsp. salt
bles, have a perfect ingredient
Freshly ground black pepper
patch for a pot of soup. Just about
Heat butter and oil in a Dutch
any vegetables you had in the gar- o v e n ( o r b i g s o u p p o t ) o v e r
den can be put in soup, the only medium heat. When butter is
thing I can think of that I would- melted add onion and celery, cook
n ’t p u t i n t h e p o t w o u l d b e e g g - u n t i l s o f t e n e d , s t i r r i n g o c c a s i o n plant.
a l l y. T h i s s h o u l d t a k e a b o u t 5
Garden Vegetable Soup
minutes. Add garlic and thyme or
In a large pot, put some olive p a r s l e y, c o o k , s t i r r i n g u n t i l f r a o i l a n d a p a t o f b u t t e r, a d d g r a n t ; t h i s s h o u l d t a k e a b o u t 1 0
chopped onion and cook for a few seconds.
minutes, adding salt and pepper to
S t i r i n c a r r o t s . A d d w a t e r,
taste. Add some chopped carrots, b r o t h a n d s a l t a n d p e p p e r, b r i n g
p o t a t o e s a n d a n y t h i n g e l s e f r o m to a low boil over high heat. Rethe garden you have – tomatoes, duce heat to a high simmer and
corn or squash. Let this cook for cook until very tender – about 25
a f e w m i n u t e s , t h e n a d d e n o u g h minutes.
water or chicken or vegetable
When carrots are tender, puree
stock to cover and simmer until
the vegetables are done. Be sure
Please see RECIPE on P. 9

by Jean Briner

Dear Friends
and Neighbors,
We must protect the future of our community and
our economy, and right now that means finding both short and long term
solutions to our water crisis.
Short term solutions are diﬃcult. We are already taking conservation
measures, but for those of us in the Ranchos community, that is not
enough.
Our top priority is providing for the water needs of homes and
businesses here in the Ranchos and in Supervisorial District One.
I have begun to look at desert states such as Arizona and Nevada,
to see what they have implemented and what worked for them for both
short and long term strategies.
The construction of the Temperance Flat dam project is a
necessary part of any long term solution.
Another need is for repair of the pipes in our water delivery system, to
stop wasteful leakage and to prevent contamination. I am exploring state
and federal assistance to help with funding to repair the pipes as soon as
possible. The grant money that has been accepted involves a possible two
year wait. That repair must take place much sooner than two years!
Bottom line – the water issue has been discussed for too many years
with no results. I will continue to work on our water needs until we have
true results, so we don’t have to go through this crisis again.
We must look at the big picture, in order to fairly balance the needs of
residents, farms and businesses. As your next Supervisor, I will work full
time to better serve the people of District One.

Click on “Local News” at

soup in blender in batches, or use
an immersion blender until smooth.
Be careful when stirring hot liquid.
Stir in half and half and adjust seasoning.

Most everyone likes chicken
noodle soup. This is especially
good for that leftover chicken in
the refrigerator.
Q u ick an d Eas y Ch ick en N oodle Soup
1 T butter
½ C chopped onion
½ C chopped celery
1 C chopped carrots

www.The Ranchos.com

4 cans (4.5 ounces) chicken
broth
1 can vegetable broth
1 ½ C egg noodles
½ tsp. dried basil
½ tsp. dried oregano
Salt and pepper to taste
2 or 3 C cooked chicken, shredded
I n l a rg e p o t o v e r m e d i u m h e a t
m e l t b u t t e r. C o o k o n i o n s , c e l e r y
and carrots in butter, adding a little
s a l t a n d p e p p e r. C o o k u n t i l j u s t
t e n d e r. P o u r i n t h e c h i c k e n a n d
vegetable broth, and bring to boil.
Add noodles, lower heat to simmer
and cook until done. Add seasoning
and stir in cooked chicken and con-

tinue simmering until hot.

There you have it – three easy
s o u p r e c i p e s . To m a k e a n y o n e o f
them for your evening meal, how
about adding an easy dessert like a
Dump Cake? If you have never
made one, now is the time. Even
your kids or grandkids can help
you.
Dump Cake
1 can canned fruit – sliced
peaches, crushed pineapple, fruit
cocktail – your choice.
1 cake mix – any flavor
1 cube butter, sliced
In a 9 x 13 baking pan that you
have buttered or sprayed with bak-

i n g s p r a y, p o u r i n t h e f r u i t i n c l u d ing the syrup. Sprinkle the dry
cake mix evenly on top of the fruit
and place the sliced butter evenly
over the top. DO NOT MIX! Bake
in preheated 325 oven for about 45
minutes. Best served warm with a
scoop of vanilla ice cream on top.
Not long ago, a lady came into
the office and we talked about a
recipe book she was going to loan
me, and I have misplaced her
p h o n e n u m b e r. A l l I k n o w i s h e r
name is Sarah with an “H” and it
was Russian recipes from members of her church. Please call me
at 645-0634. I am anxious to see
the book.
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Fall Preparedness
September is National Preparedness
Month. Normally this topic refers to getting prepared for emergencies and disasters. That’s a really good thing to do, and if
that’s the information you’re looking for,
visit www.ready.gov.
But today I want to talk about a different type of preparedness. If you’re like
me and realize that when September hits
Christmas is around the corner, then it’s
not too early to begin preparing for the holidays (which is hopefully quite unlike a
disaster).
I’m not recommending shopping,
baking cookies and addressing Christmas
cards in September. I’m referring to creating a home environment that’s ready for a

busy season. It’s kind of like Spring Clean- will help tremendously as the mail ining, only it’s Fall Preparedness. This way creases during the holidays.
when you have less time for routine chores
Clear the rest of your kitchen counter
and more stuff (decorations, gifts, food) and of unused or rarely used items so that you’re
people coming into the house, you will be prepared with space for additional baking
ready!
and cooking projects. Do a quick purge of
Start in the kitchen. Remove every- your kitchen cabinets. Remove excess and
thing from the fridge and freezer. Toss items unused dishes, glassware, mugs and expired
that have been in there too long and share the or unlikely-to-be-used dry goods.
items you know you’ll never use. Wipe
Survey your living/family room. Does
down the shelves and sides. Return contents, it have the feel of an inviting place to have
grouping items in categories using drawers a cup of hot chocolate? I’m not talking
and shelves for speabout creating the
cific things. This will
resemblance of a
help you to easily see
model home, but if
For some this list may seem it’s cluttered with
what you have and
what you need when overwhelming, but if you attack one too much furniture,
preparing meals and area (kitchen, family room, guest magazines or whatentertaining.
room, guest bath) each week during ever else has colIf your house is October, your home will be holiday lected there, set
normal, you probaaside some time to
ready.
bly have a pile of paremove the items
pers sitting on the
that need to be recykitchen
counter.
cled, relocated or
Rather than waiting until you’re expecting donated. Now you’ll be ready with room
company, and quickly gathering and dump- for the extended family and the tree.
ing the papers into a bag or box to be stored
If your guest room is used during the
indefinitely, designate places for bills to holidays, but not much during the rest of
pay, catalogs, receipts, school papers, invi- the year, it likely needs some de-cluttering
tations, etc. Install and label wall pockets, as well. Guest rooms often become catchor use stacking trays, or folders in an open- alls so don’t wait until your company is on
topped container. Having homes for papers their way to recycle, relocate and donate

items that have inadvertently landed there.
Clear a spot in the closet for guests to use,
as well as a holding place for Christmas
gifts you purchase ahead of time.
Now that you’re on a roll, continue
into your guest bathroom. If it’s also the
kids’ bathroom, purchase containers that
can hold the frequently used items (normally stored on the countertop). Clear a
spot in the cabinet below and store the containers there when not in use. Match up a
couple nice sets of towels for guests and
eliminate towels that are never used to create more space.
For some this list may seem overwhelming, but if you attack one area
(kitchen, family room, guest room, guest
bath) each week during October, your home
will be holiday ready.
If you’d like more detail and ideas like
these, join me at the Ranchos Organize
Your Paper, Space and Life Class starting
Tuesday, Sept. 30. See my ad on page 22.
I also make house calls!
YoucancontactBrendaMcElroytohavequestionsansweredatOrganizedbyChoice(becausethings
don’talwaysfallintoplace)atP.O.Box26152,Fresno,
CA93729,oryoucanemailheratinfo@organizedby
choice.com, visit her website www.organizedbychoice.comor she can be reached byphoneat559871-3314.

Come Meet Johnny!
October 4 • 5 p.m. • The Branch & Vine Fruit Barn
Join the Ranchos Friends of Johnny at a Fundraiser for our NEXT Congressman
Everyone is invited • All donations are appreciated • Recommended Donations:

$60 per individual • $120 per couple • Sponsor a table for $800*
* sponsorship includes one round of beverages for all at your table of eight

There will be a light sit-down dinner • RSVP to complete_car_care@hotmail.com
Johnny will talk about:
Water • Obamacare • Border Security • Veterans’ Healthcare • 2nd Amendment Protection • Taxes
9/14
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The Branch & Vine Fruit Barn
38802 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos
Click on “Local News” at
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If I were to boil down my biggest
pet peeves into one generalized complaint, I think it would be inconsideration. Nothing gets my blood boiling like
a fool who wanders around without regard for other people. They mistakenly
think their time, their needs and their
problems are more important than anyone else around them. People who milk
the system and live on the hard work of
others are inconsiderate. People who
hold up the line because they are fiddling the motorized carts, I would have been
with their cell phone are inconsiderate. just as appalled that this store was letPeople who refuse to parent their chil- ting children run amok. You don’t park
dren and leave them to disturb and even in a handicapped spot, you don’t steal
wreak havoc on society are inconsider- wheelchairs and you don’t let your little
ate. I cannot stand people who are will- brats play on the motorized shopping
fully inconsiderate.
carts for disabled patrons. They are not
Last week I was at Target, and there toys. They are not babysitters. If you
was a kid riding around on one of the don’t want to watch your children, find
electric shopping carts provided for dis- someone to do it for you. If you can’t
abled customers. I watched for a mo- arrange that, consider a muzzle and a
ment, wondering if he might be leash if you have absolutely no control
physically challenged, but when I no- over the behavior of your offspring.
ticed that he and another boy were tak- Other people shouldn’t have to suffer
ing turns driving the
because you and
cart and running
your children have
around in the aisles,
I don’t think politeness and no manners.
my mouth dropped.
The manager,
common courtesy are difficult though not as outWhere in the world
were the parents? concepts. I don’t think it’s too raged as I was
Was no one seeing much to ask for someone to exer- (which was disapthis? And if some cise good manners.
pointing), was at
poor disabled soul
least sympathetic to
needed a cart, and
my plight. He imthese kids were
mediately followed
using it to joy ride around the cleaning me down the aisles until we found the
product aisle, would someone notice jerk with her two jerks in training; the
then? I asked a woman near them if she plan was to explain to her that children
knew whose children they were, she did were not allowed on the motorized carts
… because they were hers. If my mouth and to retrieve it, but we were too late.
could have dropped any further, I would What we found was an angry, gray-haired
have been mopping the floor of Target woman shouting at the family and trying
with my tongue. I asked her how she to knock the kids off the vehicle with her
would feel if some poor, physically chal- cane. I, of course, burst into a fit of laughlenged person needed the cart because ter, the manager was horrified and clearly
she couldn’t walk. Her response (and I did not know what to do. The kids gave
hope it enrages you as it did me) was, up and hid behind their slack-jawed
“That’s not my problem. I need them out mother and the lady slid onto the cart and
of my hair while I shop or it will take all rode away. The manager walked away
day.”
and I stood there with a triumphant smirk.
Needless to say, I was not having
The mother turned her shock and
that. I stormed off to track down the rage onto me, shouting at me for not
nearest employee and get these punks minding my business and getting the
kicked off the scooter. Unfortunately, the manager. I quickly reminded her that alfirst two floor associates didn’t seem too though I came back with a manager, I
concerned with the situation and the had nothing to do with the awesome eldthird was too timid to demand the cart erly woman who did the mother’s job for
back, so in my frustration I set off to find her. She was still hollering as I turned on
the manager. I explained to him that even my heel and strode away, a feeling of
if my mother, my aunt and my grandmother weren’t disabled and reliant on
Please see GEN WHY on P. 17
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Letters
watching these rows being filled with water I
am going to water my trees and lawn because
I am not going to let my trees die while the
corporate farm disregards our water situation.
No matter what we do we cannot stop the
overdraft of the groundwater used by ag.
They are flooding the fields again as I am
writing this. I live on Kensington Drive with
an empty canal behind my house.

Pauline and Steven Emmert
Madera

Dear Editor:
(Attached is a request I made to the
Golden Valley School Board at their meeting
in May, 2014. I did not hear ANYTHING all
summer. In August, I emailed the president of
the board. She replied that she would look into
it. Still no word. I am now running into problems with transportation for our kindergartners. The options are limited! I just wonder
why this is so difficult in a small country school
where community should be the priority.)
My husband and I have lived in the Ranchos for 36 years and have been foster parents for the past 15. We have housed over 150
children in our home, many of whom have
attended Sierra View. Our daughter was in

Dear Editor:
I decided to help conserve water until I
noticed the corporate farm behind my house
plant a plot of bare land with about 20 acres
of trees. They did this about a month ago.
They plowed, placed rows across the field
and flooded the rows. They then planted the
trees and flooded the rows again. I thought
they were supposed to use drip? I read in the
paper where people were not supposed to
water their lawns, or flush their toilets. After

Thomas Moscatelli
Madera Ranchos

the very first kindergarten class.
Now I have a small transportation problem and I am hoping the school board can
help me solve it. My daughter is also a foster
parent. Between the two of us we have 12
children. Because of the very unconventional
life we lead, we have several appointments
each week. Most of our kids visit with parents twice a week. We are required to take
them to the dentist and the doctor often. At
the same time, we can have kids who are in
therapy once a week. All in all, we spend a
lot of time in the car. One of the things that allows us to do this is that we share childcare
between us.
In past years, our kids have been able to
move back and forth between my daughter’s
bus stop and mine. Apparently, this was not
actually sanctioned but it is what the school
has done to accommodate us. It has been
wonderful. Let me say that the school has
been exceptional in taking in our kids and really caring about them. I can’t tell you how
many times I have had kids who are going
back home to mom and they ask, “But, can
we still go to the same school?” The kids love
the school and the district and I tell people all
the time how wonderful the district has been
for my kids.
Now though, we have been told that we
must choose one bus stop and use it exclu-

sively. My daughter has had a kindergartner
for the past five weeks and this has been extremely difficult. There have been times
when I have had to pack up six children in
order to either pick her up at school or at my
daughter’s house. Once, she had to remain
sitting in the office for an hour until one of us
could go by and pick her up. This was not
ideal as she could have easily gotten off the
bus at my house.
Next year, between us we will have three
kindergarteners and both of us will not always be at home after school. Ninety-five
percent of the time one of us is home and
could be there when the kids get off the bus,
but this changes each day depending on who
has appointments. What I am asking from the
board is for flexibility to have the kids get off
the bus at either my daughter’s house or mine
depending on the circumstances of that day.
Shelley Halverson
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
There are several important issues and offices on the ballot in Madera County this No-

Please see LETTERS on P. 13
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Dear Editor:
Just wanted to tell you how much my
husband and I enjoyed “The Bogeyman”
(The Ranchos Independent, August 2014).
We are farmers southwest of Madera and our
daughter and her family live in the Ranchos.
That's how we happened to read your editorial on water.
We completely agree with your assessment of how we ended up in this big mess! I
wish everyone in the state could read what
you wrote and would appreciate it as much
as we did!
Thank you so much,

Click on “Local News” at

Page 13

LETTERS cont. from P. 12

Michael is committed to attack the major
issues facing Madera County in the future:
1. Crime affecting Agriculture

2. Mitigating the effects of the future growth
a l o n g t h e H i g h w ay 4 1 C o r r i d o r a n d
enhancing the Department’s presence in the
Ranchos.
3. Mitigating the effects of Gangs and the
hundreds of felons that will be released into
our community by the State due to AB109,
the early State prisoner release program.
26 Years of Law Enforcement Experience, 20 years serving the citizens
of Madera County. Currently the Department’s second in command
and responsible for more than a $10 Million annual budget.

Michael Salvador qualifications:

Stell and Patty Manfredi
Madera

Active in the Community:

Member of the Madera Rotary Club and the Kiwanis Club of Greater Madera.
6 years serving the community as a trustee for the Madera Unified School district.

Policy Experience:

Endorsed by four men who know
what being the Sheriff means:
Tulare County Sheriff

Dear Editor:
My husband and I have lived in the Ranchos for the last 21 years. We met Mona Diaz
back when she was working at her nursery.
She was always helpful and informative, and
very involved with the Ranchos community.
She works very hard for our community and
stands behind her words. We have found her to
be very honest and forthright. It was clear from
the statements she made during Candidates’
Night that she puts the state of the community
first. That’s why she has our respect and our
vote.
Having talked to Mike Salvador on Meet
the Candidates Night, we found Mike to be
very personable, honest and really cares about
this community. He gave us his full attention
and looked directly at us during our whole conversation. Michael Salvador has our vote.
Jan Bailey
Madera Ranchos

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

•

David Robinson

Kings County Sheriff

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

Judith L. Locatelli

Doug Binnewies

Mariposa County Sheriff
and

New
by A Location
p p o in
t
Only ment

Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

John Anderson • Madera County Sheriff

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/16

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
36141 Ave. 12 #109 • Madera, CA • 93636

•
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Dear Editor:
My wife and I went to our first Candidates’ Night last week. Not knowing what to
expect, it was a nice experience. Finally, a

Lee Bailey
Madera Ranchos

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

Michael Boudreaux

www. Salvador4Sheriff.com

vember, BUT we would like to bring to your
attention the office of District Attorney. We
would not be supporting or endorsing Michael
Keitz for your District Attorney if we did not
believe he is of the highest moral and ethical
character, will serve our County with absolute
dedication and conviction, and is the most
qualified candidate. For those reasons we ask
you to closely examine the individuals, their
backgrounds and accomplishments prior to
casting your vote for Madera County's District
Attorney. Here are some basic facts:
Michael Keitz is the only candidate with
experience as a prosecutor, spending 22 years
in the Madera DA's office.
His record consists of a 17 percent increase in criminal convictions which have
been achieved during his tenure.
There has been a 130 percent increase in
criminal jury trials that have occurred during
the same period of time, resulting in the successful prosecution, conviction and incarceration of many criminals.
These are only a few brief statements
why we are vigorously supporting Michael
Keitz for District Attorney. So please, examine the two candidates and ask yourself what
individual would you want "Putting the Bad
Guys behind bars"? We want the person that
can most effectively do the job. Thank you for
your attention and we hope that you join us in
supporting and reelecting Michael Keitz for
Madera County District Attorney.
Sincerely,

chance to see some faces that go with the
names on the signs. We had one candidate that
was delayed by his job (a fine excuse). He did
appear near the end so those of us there now
know what he looks like. If you haven’t ever
been to one of these events before, you should
experience it at the next opportunity. Randy
Bailey was directing the talking traffic and presenting the questions from the audience. I noticed that some of the questions were on
MUCH larger sheets of paper than I was given
at the door, and typed. My guess would be
some people had more time to plan than I did.
There was no yelling or screaming between the candidates, or audience, which was
a plus of course. The only thing I can say that
was a disappointment for us was the audience
should have filled the room.

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

9/14

Page 14

Looking Like a Landfill
Ron Rosa, a 20-year resident, retired
volunteer firefighter and frequent County
critic, has been attempting to get his Madera
Acres neighborhood cleaned up for 10 or
more years.
“This County looks like a landfill. It affects property values and all our neighborhoods. Drive down any rural road, even Road
26 just north of the city line. It’s full of acres of
debris piles and rusting cars. The County roads
are a disaster,” Rosa said. “It IS ... a leadership
problem. And it’s just an awful, embarrassing
mess and sad we have to live this way. Nobody
in the County [government] returns any calls
or does anything unless you embarrass them
in the newspaper first,” Rosa said.
Rosa said he didn’t know what the answer was, other than perhaps new County
leadership.
“I don't know what they are doing, but
this County should be able to [prioritize and]
get these basic things done,” he said. “That’s
what we pay them to do. Somebody should
replace them all.”
Madera County supervisors are well
paid, by Madera County standards. Let’s be

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map

Say you saw it in
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Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

the Ranchos Independent

You Have Options
If you haven't already given up in disgust,
don’t forget you do have another option. Only
approximately 4,000 voters’signatures on a petition will force a no-confidence, “grassroots”
recall vote of any supervisor not performing or
working full time for Madera County.
We and Madera County can do better. Let's
start with the basics and see some results. Get
involved. Speak up to be sure your voice is
heard.
DJ Becker is a freelance news reporter and County resident with 10 years
of local coverage of public safety, crime,
CalFire, CHP and the Madera Police Department and city council, among other
community issues. Her work has been
published in The Madera Tribune, The
Ranchos Independent, The Sierra Star
and online at NewsMadera.com. She can
be reached on Facebook at: Clean Up
Madera County.

We now deliver
to the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills
areas.
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dodge – all those pesky calls and complaints from their constituents. Residents
questioned the expense and need for these
positions, who only answer to the board
and are in addition to the existing department of County Clerk, which has longserved the administrative needs of the
board of supervisors.
Voters who stood in open council session during the five year recession and
pleaded with the board to reduce their number of legislative assistants back to one or two
were ignored, as many other essential County
personnel were furloughed, or let go instead,
including at least 16 sheriff’s deputies and
many fire fighters.

sure they are focused and earning that pay,
and are listening to residents, the County staff
and not treating their positions as a part-time
effort.
And let’s ask: just what have they accomplished?
Publishing their activities, calendars
and accounting for their time as supervisors
and that of their personal assistants would
also go a long way toward restoring the public's trust. Supervisors could also learn from
the well-run example of the city of Madera:
hire competent people, pay and treat them
fairly, listen to them, listen to the County
Administrative Officer and then let them do
their jobs.
Other residents suggest term limiting
supervisors to one or two terms, to discourage people seeking well-paid careers as
long-term politicians and to avoid the cronyism and entrenchment of special interests
that often go along with it.
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Sit Down, Eat at Ranchos Market
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watch for our
Pumpkin Patch • Face Painting
Petting Zoo • Giant Slide
coming in October!

Remodeled Ranchos Market Now Features Dine-In Eating
The Ranchos Market at 37405 Ave. 12 has recently added a new line of store-made deli
goods conveniently packaged for take-out, along with a new dine-in area for customers, according to long time deli clerk Kevin Define.
Define said the ready to go, packaged products of crab, broccoli and chicken salads were
designed to save customers time and have been well received. In the meat department, seasoned
chicken and beef fajitas are
available and tri-tip beef is
custom cut and advertised at
or below Costco pricing, he
said.
“We also have the
chicken, beef and cheese
burritos, and enchiladas, all
deli made. They have been
very popular with customers
as well,” Define said.
The new convenience
items had been prompted by
customers’ requests, he said.
Kevin Define of the Ranchos Market deli stands next the new
The deli serves ham- line of convenience, prepackaged deli goods and salads designed
burgers and fries to order to save customers time.
and also makes old fashioned, hand-scooped ice cream shakes in vanilla, chocolate and strawberry for $2.99.
Define said he hoped more people would dine in the store, once they discovered the new
seating area.
Hours for the Ranchos Market and the deli are 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Their phone number is 6451277.
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Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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and my own company called Green Footprint Company, LLC in 2008. As a single
mother in 2005 trying to save money on
fuel, I learned to make renewable biodiesel
fuel in the summers at the American Legion
and the Solar Living Institute in Hopland,
Calif. as well as have sold residential solar
in which I was able to “save my house” of
20 years in 2010, after the recession, and
often work two jobs to make ends meet.
Sometimes I hang on just by my fingertips
but I never give up. This spirit of perseverance, dedication and an endless grace for the
people of this community is what I hope to
bring to the school board.
I am an avid hiker and live here largely
because of our access to the beautiful and
inspiring Sierra Nevada Mountains and to
the coast, which are sacred ground to me. I
have stayed because of my neighbors and
dear friends who are part of our extended
family all these years, even though most of
my family is still in my birth state of Ohio.
I have fought hard to work and maintain my
home here and to raise my daughter peacefully and with the utmost care and respect
of all our children in the community and the
educational process. I support our teachers’
freedom to teach as they are trained professionals who deserve our respect as much as
possible. When there are problems, the due
process of an open discussion with administration should wisely listen to everyone involved to figure out facts, problem solve and
to help calm storms; that is my philosophy
rather than quick judgment of a child, family or teacher. I understand that parents are
crazy in love with their children, and should
be, and conversely that the schools have
some professional information and input
that can also help parents to better understand their children.
I believe together we are stronger because the long-term best interest of our community is for our children to have a great
education. Adults that model civil problem
solving whenever there are problems, innovation to keep moving forward and a community that loves all our children is
possible. I care about an awesome public
education for all, a healthy and sustainable
environment (clean air and water) and good
jobs. I am involved with the Sierra Club and
our Madera County water and land use
study group. I love our rural and farming
lifestyle with access to major cities and how
people help each other in times of need in
our community. The Madera Ranchos has
helped to make my family who we are today
and I want to keep giving back, say “thank
you” and fight for the good in this community and, most particularly, for our children,
students and schools.
2. What are your thoughts on Common

Core?
I am still learning about Common Core
and just read Mr. Hatch’s thoughts from the
district on Common Core, which is posted
on the GVUSD website, and have had two
residents in the area ask me this same question. I will support and trust Mr. Hatch in his
viewpoint. I learned at the last (September)
board meeting that the district is holding off
on adopting the Common Core books until
more information is identified and discussed
in the district, which could be wise. I have
read that the University of California is supporting the Common Core and the San Francisco Chronicle posted that the 3rd grade
math adds up to big changes.
Of course, I think our students need to
learn all they can in their pre-adult years
from the adults around them and from teachers in ways that increase their knowledge
and life skills. This includes learning in developmentally appropriate ways beginning
with concrete learning to more abstract
learning as children grow older. I believe in
helping students to grow physically, emotionally and cognitively through their brainfriendly multiple intelligences as proposed
by educational expert Howard Gardner of
Harvard. I also know teachers are required
to teach according to the state standards for
each subject and grade level with the ability
to create and form ideas, analyze and solve
problems, as well as learn social skills in a
group setting at school. Sometimes learning
is best from students’ interests and other
times explicit teacher-directed lessons are
most essential and are required teaching. I
think those who are closest to students –
parents and teachers and administrators and
the students themselves – are in the best position to know what students need to learn,
not necessarily the federal government and
national standards. I think the national standards approach is to help avoid inequalities
and social injustice, which is important in
any community in the U.S. today. There are
inequalities and we must inform ourselves
and avoid any harm to children and their development and protect the human rights of
all. The laws protect all children and every
child has a right to a quality, free, public education, no matter their religion, race, gender or ability in this great country. It is a
tremendous blessing and one I take very seriously with a touch of good humor.
So I am ok with the district moving
slowly with or without Common Core until
as a community and district we can educate
ourselves enough to make the wisest decisions. Common Core seems to be political
with the Gates Foundation, but I think we
can all rise above as we have mutual interests. I don’t think we can turn back the clock
on computer technology and its educational
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It’s time to visit the NEW
DINE-IN AREA at
Grilled Chicken & Wraps • Fries
Hamburgers & Cheeseburgers • Milkshakes
FRESH
FLOWERS
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FREE
Small Drink
with the purchase of a

CHICKEN SANDWICH
or

BURGER & FRIES
WITH THIS COUPON ONLY • EXP. 10/31/14

37405 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos • 645-1277 • 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

benefits. I trust our teachers and staff who I
believe have the students’ best educational
interests at heart and are trained usually by
our local colleges and continue to develop
professionally with district training and support. The majority of personnel have many
years of experience. When I first started
teaching, California was ranked top in the
nation’s schools but this has changed over
the last decade and we must wake up and
change this trend if we are to compete
against Germany, Japan and other advanced
world economies. I will be happy to keep
everyone involved and in communications
on curriculum and the Common Core, along
with the district staff, county and state legislators. The battle in my mind lies most in
reducing poverty and protecting children
and their right to learn, safe and happy. My
union, American Federation of Teachers and
California Teachers Association, is supporting Common Core so it would be helpful if
we all decided for ourselves and were unified. I would like to see more diversity of
AP classes, gifted and talented programs,
technical or vocational programs, as well as
excellence in special education programs. I
believe if we maximize collaboration and
cooperation then we cannot fail, but that
also includes involving everyone, no matter

their position on Common Core or any other
initiative which is hard and can take time. I
look forward to a lively debate and more information on the facts of the Common Core.
Note: my daughter is now taking Physics at
Sacramento State and it is tough, yet I am
so proud of her for giving her best and she is
seeking tutoring on campus. We need to
keep our eyes on the ball. Together, we all
have the answers.
3. If you could make just one change to the
Golden Valley Unified School District as a
Trustee, what would it be?
The change I would make is for more
open processes in education, justice for all and
communications that include kindness, respect
and greater citizen involvement and comment
of more people. I also want to directly listen,
look into and implement the interests of our
tax-paying parents and community as well as
protect the district and its continued goals towards excellence in education that I believe can
be even brighter. Like my daughter in soccer, I
am a powerful defender of education and of
this community and a goal setter and achiever.
I will work toward sustainability of our community as a great place to live, laugh and learn.
4. Do you think Zero Tolerance programs serve a purpose or act as a barrier
to exercising common sense?

Please see QUESTIONS on P. 18
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victory rushing through me even though I
had nothing to do with the final confrontation. I was thanking the good Lord
for blessing me with the privilege of witnessing the exchange, though.
I don’t think politeness and common
courtesy are difficult concepts. I don’t think
it’s too much to ask for someone to exercise
good manners. I don’t expect to never get
bumped into, cut off or inconvenienced, but
an “oops” and an “I’m sorry” go a long way
when they are sincere. Sometimes your situation is critical, sometimes your needs
should come first, but not wanting to keep
an eye on your children in a department
store is not one of those times. Being late
for work but really wanting that Grande
Frappuccino so you cut in front of eight
people claiming an emergency is not one of
those times. I can’t think of a single emergent situation that can be solved with a
Grande Frappuccino.
So, the message here is, let’s all be
kind to one another. Let’s all show some
consideration and compassion for our
fellow human beings. And above all, let’s
not steal motorized convenience equipment for the disabled and elderly, because you never know when one of those
feisty old ladies comes armed with a cane
and an attitude.

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
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Before we had mass shootings and had
to think more about safety in our schools,
we established Zero Tolerance policies in
our student discipline laws, which basically
said no guns allowed on campus or knives
or objects that could cause harm to other
students and was also a direct link with student discipline to the law enforcement system. Unfortunately, our laws have not
reduced school violence everywhere. It
seems obvious to me that guns or weapons,
drugs, etc., should not be allowed. The problem with the law is that in some areas such
as Oakland, minority students were constantly expelled and referring growing children to law enforcement and giving them a
record set them up for constant and perceived community failure, instead of the
school leadership dealing with problems
without law enforcement. Common sense
should prevail and as I said those who know
students best are in the position to help the
most and if a minor student is violent (without a weapon) or has needs that require
more support, then the district must respond
and that is not always best with a police officer or a juvenile record for minor incidents. However, violence against children is
too great in this country with a 60 percent
increase of children harmed by gunshot
wounds the last decade and we all must
work to reduce it however we can with
safety in mind and the children first. There
is not a day or year that went by that I did
not pray, trust and hope that my daughter’s
K-12th grades and all her friends and fellow
students and teachers were safe and adult
guns were locked at home. As we protect
children, we must also protect teachers and
adults. The Leave No Child Behind Act left
many families behind, I think. Mental health
from the effects of bullying can be devastating but there are much better ways to deal
with these problems than with guns and the
schools can help lead the way. I am proud
of our community and its Zero Tolerance
policies and that conversely we also teach,
or should teach, more tolerance of individuals and acceptance of those who are different to stop bullying. Simply, hate hurts. I, as
a teacher, always comfort the victim first in
any student disagreement on the playground
or in class where one seems to have been the
victim of an aggressor. Sometimes, just listening and knowing a student is best and the
proper support services are critical in our
schools. There is probably room for improvement with the law. Kindness never
hurt anyone and I also believe in the arts to
heal. It is significantly cheaper to invest in
education than in prisons. May compassion
and intelligence always lead in this community and that is why I am stepping up as a
GVUSD school board candidate.

5. Why should we vote for you?
My primary goal is to listen and support the citizens of Area 1 that I will represent so that our Madera Ranchos concerns,
hopes and dreams of all the people and children/students in our area are realized in partnership with GVUSD education and the
community we share. I hope to increase citizen participation in all ways possible and
democracy for all. Our property taxes keep
our schools growing and I want to see how
this community wants to grow and so your
words, ideas and concerns of your family
are important to me. My door is open. You
can reach me at abrightergvusd@
gmail.com or on my Facebook community
page at Carla for Madera Kids.

Golden Valley Unified
School District
Board of Trustees Area 4
1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
Board
of
the
Golden Valley Unified School District?
It isn’t likely
that a single trait
makes a candidate
Brian Freeman
uniquely qualified. A
candidate’s mix of experiences come together and make them unique. I’ve been
an active community member in our
schools for 25 years. The last four years I
have served as your elected school board
trustee. I felt strongly that I should not become involved at the trustee level until I
had no more kids attending schools in our
district.
As a Board member, I know that
Golden Valley USD is much like a business
– a non-profit business. Providing an education for the students of our district is our
only product. All other activities’ sole purpose is to support that mission. We receive
public funds to carry out this charge and we
answer to you, the tax-paying stakeholders
on how we spent your money.
Students and parents define our educational mission. They are our customers. I
understand that the board of trustees must
consider the needs of all students in the district with an unbiased and fair approach.
Balance is imperative. I know our budgets
and I strive to make every dollar serve the
most students with positive results. I understand the financial balance between
short-term needs of today’s kids and longterm fiscal responsibility that will ensure
that future years’ needs are met.
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2. What are your thoughts on Common
Core?
“Common Core.” Myth? Legend?
Good? Evil?
Needless to say the words Common
Core have become a cliché that provokes
many different reactions. It would be safe to
say you could go on the Internet right now
and find a website to support any position
on the subject. That said, without going into
great detail, these are my thoughts.
I have a 4-year-old granddaughter that
will start kindergarten in California next
year. I am pleased that she will start her
school years with Common Core teaching/testing methodology. Here are some reasons why.
Common Core is about a solid foundation. The building blocks at each level are
to be mastered before moving on to the next.
Building solid foundations drives future student success. Foundations with holes make
for potential failure. Common Core isn’t just
about getting the right answer. It encompasses understanding how you arrive at the
answer. The goal is to develop students with
critical thinking skills throughout their educational career. We need young adults to
emerge from our educational system with
the skill to read text-rich documents and extract facts and information from them. They
will make sound logical conclusions and
will not fear decision-making.
The reality is that the “multiple choice”
method were using right know isn’t enough.
If we are to expect our future graduates to
be truly competitive in a global work force
we have do more and the time to start is
now.
3. If you could make just one change to the
Golden Valley Unified School District as a
Trustee, what would it be?
If I could only change one thing I
would return Golden Valley USD to district
at large voting for school board seats. As
most people know by now, GVUSD was
forced by the state to divide into five voting
areas. As a voter/stakeholder this change has
resulted in taking away much of your voice,
or vote if you like, on how a significant
amount of your tax dollars are spent. If the
opportunity arises I will see that voting at
large returns to GVUSD.
4. Do you think Zero Tolerance programs
serve a purpose or act as a barrier to exercising common sense?
Zero Tolerance programs establish
boundaries and structure. They are developed by people using common sense to
identify unacceptable actions or behaviors
that will have a predetermined consequence.
Such a policy presents an opportunity for
someone to exercise their common sense
and stay out of trouble. Schools have to cre-

ate a learning environment. The rules are in
place to protect that environment from actions and activities that cause distraction.
The “this is a place to learn” culture must
prevail. Daily life as a student on a school
campus offers continuous opportunities to
exercise and practice common sense.
5. Why should we vote for you?
A vote for me is a vote to continue
building a strong future for Golden Valley
Unified School District. We are a stronger
district than we were four years ago. We
have successfully reorganized at all levels.
We are a district clearly focused on our mandate to offer a complete educational experience for every single GVUSD student.
John Moseley
did not respond to
this series of questions.
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Tree Cabling • Tree removal
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John Moseley

Madera County
Board of Supervisors
District 1
1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
Madera
County
Board of Supervisors to represent
District 1?
I am uniquely
qualified by virtue
of three decades of
Mona Diaz
successful work in
volunteer community projects, including the
founding of Golden Valley Unified School
District. Many of the tasks involved in that
project provided me with experience that
will apply to my duties as your County supervisor. These included working with state
and local governmental entities, zoning,
road access, financing, site selection, design
and construction. I owned a business in the
Ranchos for 20 years, an experience which
gave me a first-hand understanding of the
needs of our business community.
2. What do you see as a possible solution
to the Ranchos’ water situation, both in the
short term and in the long term?
We must protect the future of our community and our economy, and right now that
means finding both short- and long-term solutions to our water crisis. Short-term solutions are difficult. We are already taking

Please see QUESTIONS on P. 21
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My name is Brian Freeman. My family and I have had the pleasure
of living in this community for the last 28 years. I am currently your
School Board Trustee for Area 4. It would be an honor to continue my
role as a board member for another term and continue the work we have
started.
The last four years have been productive. With the dedication of
parents, the community and our district employees, we are better at what
we do. Golden Valley USD continues to be the highest-performing school
district in Madera County. We are navigating California’s economic
challenges without compromising quality education for our students.
College Prep curriculum is strong and we are building Career
Tech and Agricultural Career pathways. We are actively using current
technology, such as tablets and computers, in our classrooms to ensure
our students are competitive and prepared.
Together we can provide the same excellence and even greater
9/14
experiences and opportunities for present and future students.
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conservation measures, but for those of us
in the Ranchos community, that is not
enough. My top priority is providing for the
water needs of homes and businesses here
in the Ranchos and throughout Supervisorial District 1. I have begun to look at desert
states such as Nevada and Arizona to see
what they have implemented and what
worked for them for both short- and longterm strategies. The construction of Temperance Flat Dam is a necessary part of any
long-term solution. I am glad to see that
$2.7 billion for storage funding is included
in the water bond that will be on the Nov. 4
ballot. I will continue to advocate for storage and recharge projects.
Another need is for repair of the pipes
in our water delivery system, to stop wasteful leakage and to prevent contamination. I
have been making contact with state and
federal officials to explore possible assistance with funding to repair the pipes as
soon as possible. The grant money that has
been accepted involves a possible two-year
wait. The repair must take place much
sooner than two years! Bottom line – the
water issue has been discussed for too many
years with no results. I will continue to work
on our water needs until we have true results
so we don’t have to go through this crisis
again. We must look at the big picture, in
order to fairly balance the needs of residents, farms and businesses.
3. What are your thoughts on both commercial and residential development in the
Ranchos and how would you guide those
developments over the next four years?
I believe in smart growth. The primary
consideration for approval of new growth is
the assurance of adequate water.
4. Name one area where the present Board
of Supervisors is “missing the boat” when
it comes to the Ranchos, and what would
you do differently?
Overall, my experience in dealing with
the Board of Supervisors has been good.
However, as I walk door-to-door and listen
to the concerns of voters, I am hearing a lot
of negative comments about the slowness of
the board in coming to grips with the water
crisis. That issue has been neglected for far
too long, and the actions of the board appear
to Ranchos residents as being too little too
late. I would take a long-term proactive approach so that we are prepared to take action before such problems become crises.
5. Why should we vote for you?
I truly care about the people in the community. I have a proven history of getting
things done as both a private citizen, business owner, and a founding board member
of Golden Valley Unified School District.
This will be my final term on the GVUSD
School Board and I will be able to devote

full-time to providing excellent and effective representation to the people of Supervisorial District 1. I believe in maintaining
communication with the people I represent,
and I welcome comments and suggestions.
My cell number is 559-333-1913.
1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
Madera
County
Board of Supervisors to represent
District 1?
I have realworld experience
owning a small
Brett Frazier
business and a proven
record of managing local government. I
know what it is like to meet a payroll and
put people to work, and as a former councilperson and mayor, I know how to work
with a multitude of different interest groups
to advance projects in our community's best
interest. I am proud of the fact that when I
served as mayor, we were able to balance an
$80 million budget while spending less
money than we took in.
On day one, I intend to bring my working
relationships as well as institutional knowledge
of past, current and future agreements and projects that the County has in the pipeline.
Most importantly, I will bring your
voice through an open-mind and open-door
policy to ensure that decision making is
rooted in our local neighborhoods. I will
hold mobile office hours bi-weekly to offer
residents of South-Eastern Madera County
the opportunity to contact me directly. Otherwise, you'll always be able to reach me on
my personal cellphone at 559-395-3705.
Moreover, I am honored to be law enforcement's choice for supervisor. The Madera
County Deputy Sheriff's Association, Madera
Police Officer's Association and CAL FIRE
Local 2881 have endorsed my candidacy, and
as supervisor, I will see that we fully fund and
support the men and women serving in harm's
way. Most importantly, their courage and sacrifice should always serve as a constant reminder to us all – we can face great challenges
head-on and find solutions by working together as a community. We face great challenges as a community and our old ways will
no longer suffice. I ask that you join me in continuing the conversation for an Online Community Forum via Facebook on Tuesday, Oct.
7 at 7 p.m. Residents deserve an opportunity to
ask questions and share ideas on ways to move
our community forward.
2. What do you see as a possible solution
to the Ranchos’ water situation, both in the
short term and in the long term?
Our water issues did not develop

Please see QUESTIONS on P. 22

Madera County
Sheriff
1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
position of Sheriff
of
Madera
County?
My depth of
law enforcement
experience, education and leadership

We carry personalized pillows
barnwood and pallet board signs
rustic home decor • purses
table runners • re-purposed windows
picture frames • jewelry • scarves
handcrafted soaps • gifts
and much, much more!
Tue-Fri 11 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Horse Boarding

When you want
the BEST for your horse

it’s PARKER’S
EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

Cross Ties • Round Pen • Wash Racks
Tack Rooms Trailer Parking • Three Sandy Arenas
Dressage Court • Full-sized 200x200 Arena
Miles of Trails • Practice Trail Course with Obstacles
Weekly Summer BBQs • Moonlight Rides
Shady Lawns and Trees ALL for $270

264-7980

9/14

overnight and Madera County's old ways
must change before we can begin to solve
them. If we are to secure our water future,
we must substitute political posturing for active problem solving. In the very short term,
let's start with getting the new Dublin Well
online as soon as possible. No more excuses! Residents deserve transparency and
answers, not inaction and delay.
Second, with Governor Brown's signing
of sweeping groundwater legislation last
week, we must act now to limit Sacramento's
power grab of our water and adopt a local
comprehensive water management plan that
protects existing neighborhoods and family
farms, preserves property rights and ensures
responsible growth. These decisions should
be made at the local level and not left in the
hands of Sacramento bureaucrats.
The drought has reminded us of one
thing: continued overdraft of our water supply cannot and will not sustain our way of
life. We must invest in recharge projects
throughout the Madera Ranchos and SouthEastern Madera County to replenish our
aquifer and provide our families with the
most reliable water supply possible.
Lastly, I support November's Water
Bond and the $2.7 billion investment in storage projects like Temperance Flat. We desperately need it and it will ultimately benefit
families and farms in our area, providing
greater water stability while also creating
needed jobs. To bring about these changes
will require difficult decisions and a clear
course of action. As your supervisor, I will
welcome the challenge and responsibility.
3. What are your thoughts on both commercial and residential development in the
Ranchos and how would you guide those
developments over the next four years?
I have said before and I will say it
again, “No new development without adequate water. Period.”
With past and recent approvals by the
Board of Supervisors, South-Eastern
Madera County is slated to become one of
the fastest growing areas in the Central Valley over the next 20 years. We can either be
in control of that growth or we can be at its
mercy. I choose to be in control while empowering existing communities to hold new
development accountable. It is imperative
that conditions placed on these developments are adhered to in perpetuity. I will
challenge developers to take a long-term
planning approach to work with existing
communities and service districts to help fill
infrastructure needs such as recharge basins
and other connectable services.
4. Name one area where the present Board
of Supervisors is “missing the boat” when
it comes to the Ranchos, and what would
you do differently?

Let's start with water and special districts.
These services are that which a local governing body is primarily responsible for. Therefore, this is an area that cannot afford delay
and political posturing. Residents in the
Madera Ranchos have felt that our leaders
have not upheld past promises. A present reminder is the unfulfilled signed court order requiring a new well for water users of MD95.
My father taught me that it is harder to
gain back trust than losing it in the first place.
I will keep my word and see that the Ranchos
concerns are adequately being addressed.
Moving forward, as a supervisor and
member of our community, I will see that
the Madera Ranchos has the tools, discretion and authority to make decisions in the
future at the local level. With the community's engagement and guidance, I will work
as a partner to look at new opportunities to
consolidate many of the water, roads and
utility districts in form of a local governing
body, like a community services district, that
reflects our people and their needs.
Over the last decade, we have been reminded by Madera County's poor management of our finances and now our water.
Now more than ever, we need fresh leadership and new ideas to correct Madera
County's old ways.
5. Why should we vote for you?
I have a great deal at stake in this race.
With two children in Golden Valley Unified
Schools, I am constantly reminded of the
challenges that have been left unattended to. I
want our children to inherit a safe and strong
community to be proud of. Now more than
ever, we need to set forth a clear plan of action
to tackle the greatest public safety concern
facing our families — how to sustain a longlasting safe and reliable supply of water to all
of our communities.
I acknowledge that the answers may require tough choices in the near future. More
importantly, as your supervisor, I will not only
recognize the responsibility and challenges
before us, I will welcome it. I would be honored to earn your vote on November 4.
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Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

Page 23

www.TheRanchos.com
9/14

www.chadstrucking.com

CA #441782

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.net

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

$50

9/14

OFF

Back to School SPECIAL

ANY dental treatment*

New Patients ONLY

*with this coupon • one coupon per family
expires December 31, 2014
www.The Ranchos.com

Welcome to GVUSD 2014-2015

Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Andy Alvarado.

By Andy Alvarado
Welcome to Golden Valley Unified
School District. On Aug. 21, GVUSD opened
its doors to 1,934 students ranging from
grades TK-12. We would like to thank our entire professional learning community for its
preparation for the 2014-2015 school year.
Because of your efforts we experienced one
of the most successful starts to the school year.
We are excited in what this year has to
offer. We truly believe in the importance of
teaching and learning and have a committed
staff that will ensure all of our kids are given
the best possible education they are entitled to
receive. With the support of our Governing
Board and all of our stakeholders, Golden
Valley Unified School District has established goals for the 2014-2015 school year.
They are as follows:

• Students will reach high standards.
• All students will be engaged in learning
state standards through a rigorous and relevant curriculum.
• All students will be taught by highly
qualified professionals in a clean, caring and
secure environment.
• GVUSD staff will find innovative
ways to involve parents and community
members in preparing our students for college and careers.
In order to keep our focus laser-like as
we pursue these goals, staff has developed
guiding principles which were derived from
the GOLDEN VALLEY WAY!
As a Community of Leaders We Will…
• Guard the high expectations set by our
professional learning community.
• Vow to ensure rigorous learning, in
every classroom, that is relevant and applicable to the real - world.
• Unrelenting pursuit for victory with
honor because competition is real and is important for learning and building character.
• Shape trusting and collaborative relationships within our learning community
• Develop the individual capacity of our
students and staff in a respectful, safe and collaborative professional learning environment.
These principles will provide staff a
solid foundation to conduct our daily tasks
as we pursue our goals for the 2014-2015
school year, all the while maintaining a
focus on providing rigorous and relevant
learning experiences for all of our students.
We are fortunate to be a part of this
wonderful community and together we
will prepare student for careers of their
choosing.

Golden Valley Baptist Church
come meet friends!

Mansel Trimble is the pastor at Golden Valley
Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?

Ranchos Neighbor: No R/C Flights
By Christi McKinney
For nearly 30 years, men, women
and children from the Fresno Radio
Modelers Club have been flying their
prized remote controlled planes at “Guy
Field” located just east of the Ranchos
on Avenue 12. The club was founded in
1956 and members flew at various places
in Fresno before finding a home here. At
present there are 180 members in the
club with 50 active members
Over the past nine months, Ranchos
homeowner Rich Gilman has been upset
about the noise generated by some of the
airplanes. Gilman lives east of the field,
past the canal and power towers which is
4/10 of a mile from the end of the runway. Gilman recently sent letters out to
his neighborhood, basically stating: “I
am asking for support in dealing with a
noise problem which affects the quality
of our lives here in the Ranchos.”
Gilman states that the airplane noise
is “egregious” and his attempts to talk
with FRMC members have fallen on deaf
ears. Matt Raymond, President of
FRMC, says he has respectfully and diligently attempted to address Gilman’s
concerns, but to no avail. Allegedly
Gilman showed up at Guy Field one day
and confronted FRMC Member, Morris
Fruit, who happens to be a neighbor of
Gilman.
“Gilman confronted me about my
plane saying it was too loud. He wanted
me to stop flying,” Fruit said. The next
day Raymond called Gilman and advised
him to not speak with the pilots on the
property since everyone was very agi-

NEW H2O cont. from P. 2
potential additional source of water is indeed non-riparian. The source estimated that
the cost of proving the water supply is in its
own aquifer would cost somewhere in the
neighborhood of $165,000 for a 400-footdeep well to draw the water out, along with
another well to monitor what effect drawing
on the first well, completed in the potentially separate aquifer, will have on the river
aquifer. If there is no effect, that will verify
the aquifers are not connected and water
from the deeper aquifer, underlying the river
aquifer, can be transported offsite and sold.
The second obstacle would be getting
the water from the source to the MD-10A
Water System, a distance of several miles.
In addition to the cost of the conveyance
system, MD-10A ratepayers would also
have to pay for the water itself — at competitive rates — on an ongoing basis. The

tated by Gilman’s approach.
Gilman has called the Madera
County Sheriff, a Registered Environmental Health Specialist and a Madera
County Code Enforcement Officer, all of
whom took no action against Guy Field.
A week ago he had inspector Dexter
Marr from Madera County Environmental Health Agency out to do an inspection
and Marr said, “I was impressed with
Guy Field and FRMC. Several of the
planes in question flew for me during my
inspection. I went to a spot near the complainant’s residence and found that neither the intensity of sound or the duration
of sound [matched] a video provided by
the complainant ... I found that the
FRMC appeared to be well run and they
had tried to address this complaint. The
noise I heard measured lower than two
people having a conversation. We actually had no idea that the airfield was here
until we received this complaint.”
The eight acres that Guy Field sits
on is covered by a 10-year lease that runs
through 2019. Members pay both for
memberships and to fly plus they volunteer to do necessary work to take care of
the grounds. People come from all over
the country to fly here and the club
brings in thousands of dollars in revenue
to the Ranchos through members buying
breakfast, having coffee and donuts, getting pizza or sandwiches, or buying
snacks and gas.
At present there are “dueling petitions” being circulated representing both
sides of the issue and the topic is getting
play on the “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
page on Facebook.

source said that once word of this potential
new water source becomes public, MD10A could find itself competing with agriculture interests for the same water.
However, the source felt strongly that if the
water in question proves to be completely
separate from the San Joaquin River, it
may well turn out to be a long-term lifeline
for the Ranchos.

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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style make me uniquely qualified to be your
next Sheriff. I have served as the chief executive of my department for over 10 years.
I have served for almost two years as the
Acting City Administrator – the CEO of the
City of Chowchilla – a position I have been
selected to fill again since August 30 of this
year.
I am the only candidate with the highest level of POST certification – Executive;
a Master’s degree in Criminology from
Fresno State; and am a graduate of the FBI
National Academy and the FBI LEEDS program.
In the endorsement process, five of the
five endorsing public safety associations
have endorsed my candidacy. These are
your friends, neighbors and relatives that
provide your first line public safety services
in Madera County. These endorsements include the Madera Deputy Sheriffs Association, the Madera Probation POA, the
Madera Police Officers Association, Chowchilla Police Officers Association and the
Central California Correctional POA. In addition, the Fresno Deputy Sheriffs Association has endorsed me.
2. Can a dedicated officer and a substation
happen for the Ranchos?
Yes, a dedicated deputy and substation
could happen for the Ranchos. I have already spoken with Superintendent Alvarado
about placing an office at Liberty High
School. I have also spoken with a Ranchos
business owner about possible office space,
as well as having a conversation with a Ranchos-area developer regarding providing
permanent office/substation space in their
development. All were very receptive to the
ideas we discussed. Once elected I will continue to move forward with these discussions
as
well
as
reviewing
staffing/budgeting that could allow for a
Ranchos-based deputy.
3. Do you have a plan to deal with gangs
and drugs in Madera County and specifically in the Ranchos?
Once I take office I will be reviewing
how information from the Ranchos regarding criminal activity is gathered/reviewed/acted upon. I will be reviewing the
drug/gang-related arrest history and
who/what gang or criminal organizations
are currently most active and actionable. I
will then be working with staff to determine
which actors receive immediate attention.
Similar to medical triage, we will be acting
first on those cases that should have the best
return, meaning greatest likelihood of prosecution.
I will also be working closely with
Chief Steve Frazier of the Madera PD to
maximize the countywide impact of MADNET and the Madera SIU.

4. Ag crime is happening all around the
Ranchos. Do you have any specific plans
to attack ag crime and bring it under control?
After reviewing current efforts with existing ag crimes staff, I intend to have an intern gather information regarding well sites
and other outdoor ag facilities that have existing internet accessible video equipment.
We will then determine what if any level of
monitoring (with permission granted by the
owners) can be accomplished by the sheriff's office or by the landowners’ own resources.
5. Why should we vote for you?
I have the experience, education, leadership ability, law enforcement drive and no
preconceived ideas about how service
should be delivered to the Ranchos.
Under my leadership we would not be
retrofitting and leasing back a new multimillion dollar headquarters facility that is
farther west when the sheriff's office call
load continues to move north and east. At
this time manpower is more important than
a new building in the City of Madera.
My Ranchos focus will be on manpower, service delivery and communication
with the public. That is my plan for the Ranchos, and that's why you should vote Jay
Varney for Sheriff on Nov. 4.
1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
position of Sheriff
of Madera County?
For more than
16 years, starting
off as a deputy sheriff patrolling the
county roads and
Michael Salvador
interacting with the
populace, I have worked my way up by giving service to my fellow citizens of Madera
County. One of the greatest honors for my
hard work I received was appointment as
undersheriff by Sheriff John Anderson. Because I started at the bottom and worked my
way up, I have an understanding of how the
Sheriff’s Office in Madera County works.
Many times I have been asked by Sheriff
Anderson to represent him at community
groups and when interacting with other governmental agencies.
I have also had a large part in creating
a budget, one of the greatest challenges for
the Sheriff. With the amount of limited
funding, I have worked with Sheriff Anderson and the Board of Supervisors making
decisions to get the most of the taxpayer’s
dollar to protect Madera County citizens’
property and rights.
I have elected policy-making experi-
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visit us at mowersplus.us

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

9/14

Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

LOSE WEIGHT

20

AND INCHES TOO

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Foster Parents Needed

LIC. #107206625

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

9/14

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

9/14
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Mobile
Riding Lawnmower
Repair Service

Happy
FALL!

call

6to4make
5-P
ET S
your

grooming appointments

37221 Ave. 12 #1C

in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos
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ence. My tenure on the Madera Unified
School District Board of Trustees gave me
the experience of working through the political process to solve problems. Our board
successfully reduced spending during the
worst economic downturn since the Great
Depression. I was instrumental in setting the
priorities of the district and positioning it for
recovery.
I am a collaborator and an innovator. I
have managed projects that have improved
the department’s equipment and technology.
I believe that we are at our best when there
is open communication between all levels
of the organization. I do not accept the statement “we have always done it this way.”
I believe that starting at the bottom and
working my way up, having a working
knowledge of the entire department and already a working relationship with the community and other law enforcement agencies
makes me the best person the voters can
elect to serve Madera County.
2. Can a dedicated officer and a substation
happen for the Ranchos?
The original Ranchos service center
was developed using grant money. That
grant paid for the storefront location, a
deputy sheriff and a community service officer. The grant was for three years. The department was fortunate that when Children’s
Hospital relocated to Madera County the
grant was extended for an additional three
years. Once the grant expired the department funded the rent on the service center
plus the community service officer. The
deputy was folded back into patrol and in
2009 the budget situation deteriorated and
the center was closed.
Buildings do not protect people –
deputies do. The easiest thing to do is to take
the offer I received last year from a business
owner, buy an $85 sign and have a ribbon
cutting declaring a substation in the Ranchos and mission accomplished. I don’t
work that way. I believe that it is more important to hire the five deputies necessary to
provide the Ranchos 24/7/365 service and
assign them to the area. We can do this in
several ways. One way would be to have the
Ranchos community come together using a
benefit assessment district and contract for
the service level that the community wants.
This is successfully done in the Fig Garden
district of Fresno. It provides dedicated
service to the area. Another way is for the
Board of Supervisors to increase the sheriff
office’s budget by $300,000. That is probably not realistic in the current economic climate. Finally, the Board of Supervisors can
facilitate the annexation of two residential
areas that border the City of Madera: Parkwood and Parksdale. These areas, if incorporated, would free up sheriff’s office

resources and allow for redeployment to the
Ranchos. This is the least expensive way to
get the job done. Once we have the dedicated personnel working the area, we can
look at a place to house them. There are mitigation measures in the new subdivisions
along the Highway 41 corridor that will provide for a public safety building that could
be used as substation.
3. Do you have a plan to deal with gangs
and drugs in Madera County and specifically in the Ranchos?
With California releasing thousands of
convicted criminals, many of them gang
members, the next sheriff must be equipped
to think outside the box. I have been working with Supervisor Farenelli and his Gang
Prevention committee to find alternative solutions to a growing problem. Any solution
must involve schools, community groups
and faith-based groups, along with effective
directed enforcement. I have committed a
deputy sheriff to the special investigations
unit of Madera Police Department. This unit
focuses its time in directed enforcement targeting gang members and their criminal activity. The sheriff’s office is also
participating in a grant application with the
City of Madera to increase the size of the
unit and hire an additional deputy sheriff.
This will allow the multi-agency unit to
spread its reach further into the County to
stop the spread of gang activity. I will continue to support the efforts of the Department of Justice in drug enforcement in the
County. Our staff is writing a grant that, if
approved, will allow for additional personnel to interdict drug activity, provide a prevention piece and rehabilitate users.
4. Ag crime is happening all around the
Ranchos. Do you have any specific plans to
attack ag crime and bring it under control?
Ag crime is one of my two priority
areas. Agriculture is the County’s economic
engine. Currently the department has one
Ag Crimes investigator for the entire
County. This is down from three in 2008. I
will ask for the two deputy sheriffs needed
to return the unit to full staffing. Once fully
staffed, I will divide the valley floor into
three zones. These zones will allow our investigators to learn the area and its specific
problems. I will also use my expanded
crime prevention unit to engage the farming
community and reinstitute proven crime
control methods like site surveys and Operation ID (the application of owner applied
identification numbers).
5. Why should we vote for you?
I believe that my 17 years of experience
working for you, the citizens of Madera
County, makes me uniquely qualified to be
your next sheriff. I can start on day one making a difference. I am proficient in all five
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

WANTED

559-268-6650

phases of sheriff’s office operations: Law Enforcement, Civil, Court Security, Coroner and
OES. I know its people, processes, strength
and weaknesses. You will have an advocate
with the Board of Supervisors and in Sacramento for your public safety needs. I have the
endorsement of five men that know what
being a sheriff is all about:
Mike Boudreaux, Tulare County Sheriff
Doug Binneweis, Mariposa County
Sheriff
Dave Robinson, Kings County Sheriff
Ed Bates, Madera County Sheriff (retired)
And the person you, the people, have
elected four times to the job of sheriff of
Madera County, John Anderson.
The most important endorsement is
yours, the citizens of Madera County. I am
asking for your vote on Nov. 4. Your safety is
my priority.

call Tom and Maria at

Will Buy All HORSE-RELATED Items Including TACK
and TURQUOISE JEWELRY • Call 559-264-7980

9/14

Saturday, Oct. 11
Breakfast 7-9 a.m. • Sign In 8:30-10 a.m.
Proceeds to sponsor the Madera Challengers
special needs Little League team

entry fee
$20 Single Rider
$30 Double Riders

Meet at 100 E. 6th St., Madera

Presented By

MADERA
HONDA/SUZUKI
and the

MADERA
RIDERS CLUB

www.The Ranchos.com
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3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com
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for mo
r
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Madera County
District Attorney

1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
position of District
Attorney
for
Madera County?
I am uniquely
qualified to be
elected
Madera
County District AtDavid Linn
torney because I have
lived and practiced in Madera County for
four decades and I am a nationally recognized attorney holding the prestigious
American Juris Prudence Award in criminal
law procedure. I have had jury trials on
some of the largest criminal cases, such as
the Mariposa Chainsaw Massacre and the
Joseph Smith child molestation case. I also
successfully handled the largest arson case
in Fresno County history: the University
Apartment Complex case. I have leadership
experience being a combat Vietnam Veteran
and have retired from the U.S. Navy as a
commander. I have also run a very successful private practice law firm in Oakhurst.
2. What do you see as the number one job
of the District Attorney and how will you
tackle that job?
The biggest job the new District Attorney will have in Madera County will be to
"Restore the Public Trust" in the District Attorney’s office. Previous District Attorneys
such as Ernest Licalsi and David Mahnier
worked as Madera County District Attorneys serving the people and keeping them
safe and functioned in such a way so that

Madera County District Attorney’s Office
was one of the best in the State of California. The current District Attorney, since his
appointment 5 1/2 years ago, has tragically
destroyed the office’s reputation, failed to
properly serve the people and has essentiality destroyed the District Attorney’s office
as part of our County's Criminal Justice System.
3. Without naming names, what was your
most challenging case and how did it
change you as an attorney?
The Mariposa Chainsaw Massacre case
was the most challenging case that I have
handled. It taught me the great importance
of a strong winning closing argument in a
case that is largely dependent upon expert
testimony.
4. What are the top crimes facing Madera
County and how are you uniquely
equipped to prosecute them?
Drugs, crimes against public peace and
welfare, and crimes against property. I am
uniquely equipped to prosecute these crimes
because my 40 years of legal experience has
been in general practice. I have handled
drug crimes in the court room, handled
death cases in the court room and I am
uniquely qualified to handle property crimes
of all kinds. I have handled numerous
crimes involving real and personal property
such as arson, water control and water theft.
I am the only candidate in Madera County
running for any office that has been formally
trained in Water Law and Water Shed Management.
5. Why should we vote for you?
I am possibly the most qualified person
to run for Madera County District Attorney
in the history of the County.
1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
position of District
Attorney for Madera County?
I agree with the
premise of the
question: I am the
only qualified canMichael Keitz
didate in the race. In
order for a District Attorney to serve the residents of Madera County well, that person
has to have experience in prosecuting criminal cases and managing other prosecutors.
My opponent has no experience: zero in
doing either of those functions. I was a
Madera County Reserve Deputy Sheriff for
19 years. For the last 22 years I have prosecuted cases and, as District Attorney, managed other prosecutors. There is no
substitute for experience and the safety of
the people of Madera County is too impor-
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SHOPPING cont. from P. 2
who would like to resume farming almonds
as was done from the 1970s through the
early 2000s, C. G. Brown Developers feels
the community would be better served with
additional retail services on the property.
Shaw said that according to university research, almond farming draws an estimated18 to 22 gallons per square foot per
year of groundwater versus the 3.65 gallons
per square foot per year draw anticipated at
full build-out of the shopping center —
more than a five-fold increase of groundwater use.
Stipulations
Describing some of the permitting

QUESTIONS cont. from P. 27
tant to be left up to someone in need of "on
the job training."
2. What do you see as the number one job
of the District Attorney and how will you
tackle that job?
The number one job of the District Attorney is to prosecute criminals and do
everything in his or her power to ensure
those found guilty are put in prison or jail
for as long as possible. It is what I have
been doing for the last five years as District
Attorney and the 16 years prior to that as a
Deputy District Attorney and what I will
continue to do in my next term.
3. Without naming names, what was your
most challenging case and how did it
change you as an attorney?
My most challenging case was prosecuting a peace officer for murder. Peace officers are held in the highest regard by the
public for the service and commitment they
provide. When a peace officer does something wrong, the tendency of people is to
not believe a crime has been committed or
that it was justified. Prosecuting this case
made me realize just how hard you have to
fight to make sure that the law is enforced
equally for all people.
4. What are the top crimes facing Madera
County and how are you uniquely

steps involved for build-out of the shopping
center, if the Board approves the rezone for
commercial use of the property, Treber explained that most of the planned components, including restaurants and a fuel
station, will need their own permits for conditional use. Similarly, Hurst said that while
the Board of Supervisors doesn’t always accept the Planning Commission’s recommendations, if they also approve the rezone
project, the planned shopping center will
still be subject to all the requirements the
County sets forth such as road improvements for traffic safety.
Regarding water, Hurst compared the
situation for the Dollar General Store,
which is going in on the north side of Av-

enue 12 next to S&K Mini-Mart, to that
of the shopping center. He said the Dollar
General property, by virtue of being located within the MD-10A boundary and
having been paying standby fees, will be
able to hook up to the Water System by
rights, though they will still have to
demonstrate adequate pressure for fire
protection. The shopping center, on the
other hand, Hurst said, will have to be annexed into the MD-10A boundary at considerable cost to the developer and benefit
to MD-10A.
Madera County Public Works Director Johannes Hoevertsz said that the
Board of Supervisors, as evidenced by
their weekly meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 16

(which can be viewed from the County
website) is very concerned about increasing demand on groundwater, and if the
shopping center is going to tie into MD10A it should have to provide storage to
mitigate impact, which will be a condition
of a building permit. According to Shaw,
that cost will likely include the purchase
of a half million gallon storage tank for
about $500,000, again, for fire protection.
And, since MD-10A currently has no storage, the shopping center water storage
tank will not only provide the same fire
protection to everyone on the system, but
it will also help alleviate the system’s
daily cyclical or diurnal demand of low
and high draw periods.

equipped to prosecute them?
Initially, it is important for the public
to know that I take all crime in Madera
County seriously, whether or not it is in a
category of “top crime” or some other less
commonly occurring or less violent crime.
Having said that, the following is a list of
more frequently occurring crimes that impact Madera County:
Murder/Gang Violence
Driving while under the influence
Sex crimes
Burglary
Drugs – especially Methamphetamine
Ag crimes
Animal Abuse
Graffiti
I am uniquely equipped because I am
the only candidate to have any actual experience in prosecuting these cases. Further, I
have made each of these crimes a high priority of the office. I have added a second
prosecutor to my homicide and gang team,
and am applying for a grant to add a third
prosecutor to the team to combat the gang
violence besieging our County.
To fight drunk drivers, I obtained a
grant from the Office of Traffic Safety dedicated to prosecuting felony drunk driving
and drivers under the influence of drugs. I
have a dedicated sex crimes prosecutor,
with specialized training, to handle the sex-

ual abuse crimes occurring in the County
which leave so many people victimized.
Residential burglaries have been especially prevalent and most are related to narcotics abusers. We have worked with the
community outreach programs to raise
awareness and educate on prevention techniques. We prosecute these cases to the
fullest extent where sufficient evidence is
available to sustain convictions. I was a narcotics prosecutor for many years and I have
a specially assigned prosecutor to handle
narcotics cases. I am fully aware of the impact of drugs on our society and the essential need for law enforcement.
Having been an ag crimes prosecutor
for years, I know all too well the impact and
importance of ag crimes in our farm community. Therefore, I have tasked my assistant district attorney to review each of these
cases and give them special attention to ensure they are fully prosecuted.
I am very sensitive to animal abuse. I
was raised with animals and spent many
years working with veterinarians treating
pets and livestock. As a result, they have a
special place in my heart. I have ensured
that animal cases are fully prosecuted and
known to the public to ensure awareness
and promote prevention.
Graffiti can have a devastating effect
on a local economy. Graffiti has been very

prevalent in our County and principally in
the City of Madera. I partnered with the
Madera Police Department and Madera
City Code Enforcement to eradicate the
problem by getting citizens involved in reporting graffiti, helping in its cleanup and
implementing strong prosecution of offenders. I participate in the graffiti task
force to make sure our efforts to enforce are
coordinated. Because of these actions, graffiti has been reduced to a fraction of what it
once was.
5. Why should we vote for you?
Because experience matters. The
choice in this election could not be more
clear: A District Attorney with 22 years of
prosecutorial experience, or a criminal defense lawyer and "slip and fall" accident
specialist. For the past 34 years I have been
working to lock criminals up behind bars,
while my opponent has been working to
keep them free and on the streets where they
can commit more crimes at your expense.

So there you have it. If you’ve been sitting on the fence, hopefully these answers
have helped solidify your choices. Remember election day is Tuesday, Nov. 4 and absentee ballots go out well before that. Be an
informed voter then vote.
Editor
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Christmas Tree
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Lighting Ceremony

Maywood Shopping Center • Friday, Dec. 5* • 6 p.m.
The return of the original Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming
to the Maywood Center on Friday, Dec. 5 at 6 p.m. Come join in the
celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans
Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas
carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.
Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 13. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details
*tentative date

Your
Chamber of Commerce

The Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce
would love to see you at our next meeting,
always the second Wednesday of the month
at 6:30 p.m.
The Chamber office is located at
37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C.
Call us at 645-4001 for more information.

New Member

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Welcomes

Ben Bergquam
of California Turf Warehouse
to the Golden Valley family

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring another exciting

Chamber Mixer
Wednesday, October 15 • 6-7:30 p.m.

Now & Again Thrift & Gift Shop
37164 Avenue 12 Suite 103, Madera Ranchos
Everyone is invited. Great food will be served.

www.The Ranchos.com
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Classified • call 645-0634
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 45 years
experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-6454583.

Auto Detailing
Mirror Image Mobile Auto Detailing - Full Service Auto detailing,
also
RV's,
Boats
and
Motorcycles.
We use our own
water. Headlight restoration. Wax,
polish, cut and shampoo. Call 559676-2877.

Child Care
Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-9704476.

Floor/Upholstery Care

interiors. BBB and Golden
Va l l e y
Chamber
m e m b e r.
Call Bruce today for a free
estimate. 559-676-0760.

For Sale
MOVING SALE - Fri., Sat. &
Sun. 8 a.m. to noon through Sept e m b e r. To o l s a n d l o t s m o r e . N e w
i t e m s a d d e d w e e k l y. 1 5 4 9 3 R d .
36, Bonadelle Ranchos.

Housecleaning
Housecleaning - Get ready for ...
anything! Get your house, yard
a n d w i n d o w s i n o r d e r. G i v e u s a
call for a free estimate. Call Linda
a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 0308 or Staci at 559458- 3248.

# 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

Recyclables Pick Up
FREE RECYCLABLES PICKUP
- K I D S 4 R E C Y C L I N G o ff e r s
pickup of all recyclable materials,
i n c l u d i n g p a p e r, p l a s t i c s , g l a s s ,
aluminum and cardboard. If you
have any questions be sure to call
Dianna at 999-6832 or 645-1048.
Funds support Ranchos’ Seniors,
l i b r a r y, s c h o o l s a n d 4 H .

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, Responsible, Honest. Fair prices. Call 4162585.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

Painting Services

Window Cleaning Services

Painting Services - Gerald Scheffing
& Son Painting. 40 years experience.
Interior & Exterior. Licensed, insured
and bonded. Lic #313070. Call 6742320.

Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track and sills included.
Remove hard water stain on home
windows, shower doors and car windows. C o b w e b r e m o v a l available.
Fully insured. Call Nick at 2851723. F re e estimates.

Pinnacle Carpet Care and
Upholstery
"Dries
in
minutes, not hours."Carpet,
u p h o l s t e r y, t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n - Painting Services - 40 years of
i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e g a t e , experience. Licensed. Frank
Exteriors.
Lic.
s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V. K r a m e r

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”

SENIOR DISCOUNT!

The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap.

CALL 645-0634

SUDOKU

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Speci
AUTO A alizing in
CCIDEN
TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $25!
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36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Page 31

Real Estate
DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Nancy Watson

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.davidparker.info

645-5000

Property Management we can rent your home:

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
9/14

www.parker-properties.info

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
9/14
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109
9/14

www.nancywatson.net

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

DRE #00329063

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

Ask about our

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

FREE

Interest rates are historically low, but
prices are edging up. Call me for more
information on your home’s current value
... it could be the perfect time to sell.

home
warranty
program.

We Have
PreApproved
Buyers!

9/14

www.maderahomes.com

9/14

Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

9/14

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone
Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740

Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987
Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003
9/14

BRE# 01397023

maria@ossrealtor.com
Ranchos resident for over 30 years!

DRE Lic. #01454566

www.The Ranchos.com

TO ADVERTISE CALL 645-0634

9/14

Call Today!
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

sin
1970ce

HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12
www.jhsanders.com

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
LIC. #273099

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Diana J. Tucker
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770
Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

J.H. Sanders

822-4500

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

& TRACTOR SERVICE

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

Sales & Leasing

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

FRANK KRAMER

Jo-De DRILLING

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

381-5879 559-454-8060

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368

645-1570

Lic. #961690

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

s
Rancheont
Resid

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

Central Valley
Housecleaning
Ser vices
We CLEAN
houses • offices • rental houses
windows, including hard water stains
shower doors

repair

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

10 Years of Experience
Many Ranchos References

559-514-9816

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

559-363-1851
559-645-SNIP

we also have P.O. BOXES available
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

+ A/C SERVICE

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
LOCALLY

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE DELIVERY

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 10AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

CALIFORNIA
MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

288-9521
40101 Ave. 10
Madera

OWNED!

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around
your home or business

559-907-2501

JEAN BRINER
Today!
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

ADS

LOGOS
PR

MARKETING

645-0634

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An offer to help with a stalled project should reassure you that you
have a workable plan in spite of the problems in getting it up and running. The week's end brings more
positive news.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A past problem about a workplace situation re-emerges early in the
week. Talking things out helps ease tensions by midweek, but some hurt feelings could linger a few more days.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Optimistic aspects dominate your efforts. However, expect to
confront some criticism, some of which might be valid, so keep an open mind. But overall, it's your
views that will count.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Social interaction with new people, especially on the job, could be
a bit strained in the early part of the week. But the awkwardness passes as you get to know each other better.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Expect news about a follow-up to a workplace change that could make a difference
in your career path. Meanwhile, new friends widen the circle for all you Social Lions who love to party.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Enjoy your well-earned plaudits for a job well done.
But be aware that some people might not share your colleagues' admiration, and you might have to work
harder to win them over.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) It's a good week to recheck your probably already
overlong "to do" list and decide what to keep and what to discard. Lose the clutter and focus your
energy on what's really important.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) This is a good time to take a new perspective on what
you've been offered. Expanding your view could help to uncover any plusses or minuses that weren't
apparent at first.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Applying the usual methods to this week's
unique challenges might not work too well. Instead, use your creativity to find a way to resolve any
impasse that develops.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) So what if fate throws some obstacles in your path
this week? Just keep in mind that the sure-footed and resolute Goat can get past any barrier by focusing
on the goals up ahead

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) This week calls for better communication with people in
both your private life and the workplace. Start by asking questions, and then pay close attention to the answers.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Potentially beneficial workplace changes could be closer than
you realize. Make sure you know what's going on so that you're not left high and dry when the good
things happen.

Born this Week

You're not timid about pushing to have your aims realized
once you've set your mind to accomplishing your goals.
(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. Venus' equatorial diameter is about 95
percent the size of Earth's.
2. Hank Azaria.
3. "Ghostbusters," in reference to the giant
Stay-Puft marshmallow man
4. Hades
5. William Henry Harrison died of pneumonia
only 32 days after taking office.
6. 1959
7. A legume
8. 71 percent
9. Dictionary
10. Seven

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our
solar system is closest in size to Earth?
2. TELEVISION: Who is the voice of Moe
the bartender on "The Simpsons"?
3. MOVIES: In which movie did Bill
Murray deliver the line, "Well, there's
something you don't see every day"?
4. MYTHOLOGY: In Greek mythology,
who rules the underworld?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which U.S. president
served the shortest tenure in history?
6. LITERATURE: When was the novel
"Goodbye, Columbus" by Phillip Roth
published?
7. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of food is
a peanut?
8. GEOGRAPHY: How much of the
Earth's surface is covered by the oceans?
9. LANGUAGE: What is another name for
a lexicon?
10. MATH: How many different letters are
used in Roman numerals?

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com
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