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UNANIMOUS! 
Madera County Board of Supervisors
Vote 5 - 0 in Favor of  Castle & Cooke

Gateway Village Project

Gateway Village Project Manager
Steve Krueger (right) is  con-
gratulated by Madera County

District 1 Supervisor Frank
Bigelow after the 

historic vote.

Full story on page 2.
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By Pete Petersen
Golden Valley Unified School District

At the Jan. 30, 2006 Golden Valley
Unified School District Board Meeting,
district staff was authorized to move for-
ward with the installation of stadium lights
at Liberty High School. In addition to
installing football stadium lights, the proj-
ect includes providing power to the exist-
ing ball diamond scoreboards and power
to two future ball diamonds. Other key
components of the project include relocat-
ing the football scoreboard to the north

side of the football field, a public address
system and lights and conduit for future
emergency lighting which is required by
the State of California. 

Originally, the stadium lights, two
sport field buildings, new parking lots,
fencing and concrete walks were included
in the project. The project is now planned
to be constructed in phases. Based upon
this change, plan redesign work and resub-
mission to the Division of the State
Architect (DSA) is necessary. 

In an effort to decrease construction
time, DSA approval for the lights is

included in plans. Our architect, Widom,
Wein, Cohen, O’Leary, Terasawa
(WWCOT), has provided a drawing which
shows location of lights which will neces-
sitate berm removal before any actual con-
struction. Upon DSA approval, which we
eagerly anticipate in September of 2007,
the time length of the project is estimated
to be nine months from advertisement to
construction completion. 

As the mighty Hawks take the field
here in 2007, discussions are underway to
decide start of construction. Total cost of
the project is estimated to be $950,000.

“Let There Be Light!” Coming to a Stadium Near Us

By Randy Bailey

More than 12 years of work on behalf
of developer Castle & Cooke came to
fruition Tuesday, Sept. 11 when the
Madera County Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved to amend the
Madera County General Plan, thereby
removing all remaining roadblocks to the
2,062-acre development
at the corner of Highway
41 and Avenue 12.

“It will take about
nine months to a year to
complete the engineer-
ing plans, then we plan
to start,” said Steve
Krueger, project manag-
er for Gateway Village,
meaning the first homes
could be ready in as lit-
tle as two years.

When fully built,
Gateway Village is pro-
jected to have over
6,500 homes and apart-
ments, providing hous-
ing for more than
21,000 residents. In
addition, there will be
commercial areas bringing amenities to
the Ranchos area that are not here now.
The project will be built in a series of
phases over a projected 20 year timeline.

The relief was obvious on the faces of
the representatives of Castle & Cooke as
Supervisor Frank Bigelow offered up
seven different motions one-by-one before
the Board of Supervisors, all seeking
approval of different areas of the project,
that were then passed unanimously by all
five members of the Board.

The Supervisors were quick to point

out their approval of the project, but sever-
al shared that they weren’t always support-
ers. Supervisor Ronn Domenici said he
was initially against Castle & Cooke, pri-
marily because of water concerns. “I’m
convinced the water has been taken care of
- I’m satisfied,” he said. “It has changed
from being a negative in 2001 to being a
model for the County.”

“It’s a first-class corporation,” said
Supervisor Max
Rodriguez, referring to
Castle & Cooke.
“They’ve taken the bull
by the horns and have
shown us that we
should all work together
because Madera is on
the move.”

Highest praise
came from Bigelow
who said that the
Village Green project
was a culmination of a
developer embracing a
community and then
including features the
community wants.
“Today's passage of the
Castle & Cooke's EIR

and its agreements is a tremendous step
forward for Madera County. The Castle &
Cooke proposal establishes the model for a
project that is balanced and meets the
needs of the public both today and in the
future,” Bigelow said.

The consensus was that the agreement
reached with Castle & Cooke would now
serve as a standard by which future devel-
opers would be held.

“This series of documents can now be
tailored for any of the projects coming to
Madera County,” Bigelow said. Steve

Krueger echoed the sentiment and said, “I
hope the County will use this as a model
for future developments.”

Madera County Resource
Management Agency Director Ray Beach
said he was satisfied with the agreement
with Gateway Village. “The goal is to not
harm existing County operations and we

feel we have achieved that.”
The completed project approved by

the Board covers all costs of the Gateway
Project and makes Castle & Cooke
responsible for schools, roads, water and
fire protection. In addition, the water treat-
ment plan engineered by Castle & Cooke
is projected to result it a net gain of water.

After a decade’s worth of delays and setbacks, Gateway Village gets a unanimous green light from the Board of Supervisors

APPROVED
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Golden Valley Unified School District
is pleased to announce that an agreement
was reached Sept. 10 to ensure that the
School District's facilities will not be
impacted by a significant proposed hous-
ing development.

Golden Valley Unified School District
has monitored the progress of a planned
development of Gateway Village, a project
of 6,459 residential dwelling units pro-
posed by Castle & Cooke Madera
Properties, LLC.  The District and
Developer both have recognized that the
development will have a significant impact
on the District’s facilities due to a large
population increase.  At last night’s
Governing Board meeting, the Board
approved a memorandum of understanding
and is working out the final terms of an
agreement with the Developer that will
ensure mitigation of the significant impacts
and will protect the District's future inter-
ests in relation to the development.  

In summary, the agreement requires
the Developer to fund all elementary
schools required by the Project at a maxi-
mum of $32,000 per student equal to
approximately $46.5 million.  The
Developer will also pay $4.40 per square
foot for each single-family and multi-fam-
ily residential unit to fund secondary

schools.  The $4.40 fee will inflate over
time at a rate of 2 percent per year, and,
over the life of the Gateway Village proj-
ect, is anticipated by the District that this
additional funding will generate nearly
$51.5 million for those facilities.  The
Developer has also agreed to pay $1 mil-
lion for interim housing of students gener-
ated by the Project while new facilities are
being built.  Additionally, the Developer
will pay impact mitigation fees in accor-
dance with State law at $.42 per square
foot of all non-residential development
and age-restricted units, projected to gen-
erate $1.8 million.  The total mitigation
program is equal to approximately $100.8
million.  This amount is more than twice
State statutory development fees required
by law which are projected to be $44.5
million, or additional voluntary contribu-
tion by the Developer of $56.3 million.  

The District is satisfied that this
agreement will result in a successful col-
laboration with the development commu-
nity to ensure the availability of adequate
schools. The agreement will benefit the
School District, the homebuilders and the
community.  The District anticipates that
the final agreement will be approved by
the Board at its regularly scheduled meet-
ing on Sept. 25.

Golden Valley, Castle & Cooke Settle

FINALLY! MADERA COUNTY APPROVES GATEWAY VILLAGE 5-0



September 2007 Page 3

Ranchos Birthday Party has Best Gift: Third Grader Beating Cancer

By Randy Bailey

Kids and birthday parties just seem to
go together, but they take on the miracu-
lous when they are thrown to celebrate
total remission of cancer in a child’s life.

Eight-year-old Caleb Gennawey is
just such a miracle.

On April 13, 2004 Caleb was diag-

nosed with lymphoblastic leukemia when
he lived in Riverside in Southern
California. He was treated at Loma Linda
Children’s Oncology Unit there and in
June of 2006 it was determined that
Children’s Hospital Central California
was the best place for him. Caleb, his sis-
ter Aubrey and his Mom and Dad made
the decision to move to the Ranchos home
of  grandparents Ken and Robin Gauer. 

Once in the Ranchos, Caleb started
school at Webster where Grandmother
Robin Gauer said he received great sup-
port from his teachers and school admin-
istrators.

The Best Gift
Now a third grader, Caleb received

the best gift of his life when on Aug. 16
his bone marrow tests showed no more
cancer cells in his system. To celebrate his
eighth birthday and the wonderful news
from the doctors, the Gauers threw a luau
party for Caleb that was attended by
friends, family, neighbors and many of the
people they had met through cancer pro-
grams over the years.

On Sept. 2, friends from all over the
Valley showed up at the Gauer home and
enjoyed slip ‘n slides, limbo competitions
and food and decorations provided from
the heart by friends of one little boy. There
was even a DJ donated through Jennie and
Keegan Kabeary, owners of DJ One in

Clovis.
Along the way in Caleb’s fight

against the dreaded disease, he has been
honored in various ways through the can-
cer fighting community. He was the hon-
orary co-chair of the American Cancer
Society. He was featured in a special cal-
endar created by the Riverside Fire
Department’s association with the
Candlelighters Childhood Cancer
Foundation, and has been involved with
the Pennies for Patients program of the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. In 2005
the Riverside Fire Department named
Caleb their “Honored Hero.”

As Caleb enjoyed his special day
there was one time when he seemed a lit-
tle sad, according to his grandmother.
When asked what the matter was, the 8
year old said he was thinking of two of his
friends from Children’s Hospital who
weren’t so fortunate in their fight against
cancer.

“I wish they could have beat their can-
cers too,” he said softly to his grandmother.

Gauer said Caleb misses his friends
and she finds him “talking” to them often.
“It seems like at the age of 8 he’s lived the
life of 10 persons of full age,” Gauer said.

A Fresno man wanted for homicide in Illinois is now behind bars in Madera, booked on
suspicion of kidnapping. Jose Sotelo, 30, who claims to reside in Fresno, was arrested shortly
before 1 a.m. on the morning of Sept. 24 at the Chukchansi Gold Resort Casino in Coarsegold.

According to reports, Sotelo is suspected of grabbing a woman after she refused his
advances, reportedly by trying to pick her
up by saying he’s from Chicago. Just as a
security guard was approaching Sotelo, he
purportedly let go of the woman and ran.

Deputies Brad Dorr and Michael
Gordon were called, quickly arrived on the
scene and within minutes of their arrival
had Sotelo detained. Additionally, they
found and removed a bindle of cocaine from
Sotelo’s front shirt pocket. Deputy Dorr ran
the suspect for any wants and warrants and
found that Cook County authorities in
Illinois had issued a warrant for Sotelo’s
arrest for homicide.

While the Madera County Department
of Corrections awaits word from Cook
County regarding extradition, Sotelo
remains booked in Madera on suspicion of
kidnapping and possession of a controlled
substance. Sotelo’s bail has been set at
$100,000.

Man Suspected in Illinois Death
Caught at Chukchansi Casino

Jose Sotelo, 30, was arrested at
Chukchansi Casino on suspicion of kidnapping
and possession of drugs, then further checking
turned up a warrant out of Illinois for homicide.

Ranchos resident Caleb Gennawey
enjoys a day of fun after receiving a clean bill
of health just three years after he was diag-
nosed with leukemia.

Just some of the friends from all over the Valley that showed up for Caleb Gennawey’s Birthday
Party/Freedom from Cancer Celebration at Ken and Robin Gauer’s house in the Ranchos.

(Standing L to R): Gabi Gibeault, Cerephina Dalisay, Olivia Neal, Madissen Harp, Darbi
Duke, Clare Wardle, Alexis Kochackis, Taylor Lewis (Kneeling L to R): Brie Abbott, Mikayla
Brauer, Katie Fairchild, Maddie Abbott, Juliet Olsen, Shannon Foley  (Seated): Allison Saether

Ranchos Soccer Sharpshooters
Take Silver Trophy in Mojave

At a tournament in Apple Valley with
165 teams competing, the Ranchos Under-12
Sharpshooters made it to the final game of the

championship which ended in a 2-2 tie. Los
Gauchos ultimately won on penalty kicks,
earning our local girls the silver trophy. 
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Editorial

By Randy Bailey

There’s a disease that’s making the
rounds in this neat little section of Southeast
Madera County. It’s usually relatively unde-
tectable, but every so often something trig-
gers an outbreak and, Katie bar the door, here
it comes.

The symptoms are easy to spot. Usually
the afflicted seems like him or herself, but
something’s just not quite right. There’s usu-
ally an increase in muttering. Things like, “I
moved out here to get away from that.” Or,
“Why would we need that out here when
there’s a perfectly good one 25 miles away in
Fresno?”

I was at the Board of Supervisors meet-
ing on Sept. 11 when the Board unanimous-
ly approved Castle & Cooke’s  plans for
Gateway Village. Here’s a project that has
been in the works for every bit of 12 - 13
years. Every “i” has been dotted and every
“t” has been crossed. Environmental impact
reports, C.E.Q.A. challenges, frivolous law-
suits, carpetbaggers ... you name it, it’s gone
after Gateway Village in one way or another.
Water, roads, traffic, pollution, impacts on
schools, blah, blah, blah. Over and over for
12 years. Town hall meetings, Chamber of
Commerce meetings, School Board meet-
ings, Kiwanis meetings, Seniors Center
meetings ...

And now here I sit in the Board of
Supervisors’ chambers to watch a historic
decision to finally move forward with a very

reasonable, intelligent,  well thought out
development and during the public com-
mentary section of the meeting here “they”
come - they’re muttering as they walk up to
the microphone.

I get to hear “concerns” over infra-
structure questions that I have heard
addressed and discussed and explained and
taken under advisement and further
addressed and discussed and then have
answered anywhere from where a kinder-
gartner to a nuclear physicist could under-
stand it, just to have someone else ask the
same question as soon as they get done
answering it. I swear to God, they ask the
same question AGAIN.

Being in the Board of Supervisors’
chambers and listening to the beginning of
another set of “concerns” that everyone else
in the room had heard three years ago made
me think about the recent poll that group of
builders did for that piece of property on
Avenue 15 and Road 36. The histrionics, the
gauntlets being thrown down, the vitriol ...
the muttering. I started thinking about the
rock quarry and the neighborhood park and
the Community Center and the new library
and the creation of Golden Valley School
District and every time all I could hear was
the muttering. It wasn’t always the same
people muttering, but it was pretty close.

This mutterer was concerned about the
impact that a Castle & Cooke development
would have on traffic on Avenue 12. We
couldn’t do this because it would increase
traffic on Avenue 12.

And then it hit me.
When the people up on 15 and 36 start-

ed talking about wanting to commercially
develop that corner, the number one argu-
ment against it was that commercial devel-
opment was what Avenue 12 was designed
to handle.  The comments were, “If you
want to build something like that, go to
Avenue 12.” And now here I sat with some-
one who doesn’t want something built
because it could change traffic flow in the
area the other mutterers claim was designed
for just such a use.

As my eyes began to glaze over, all I
could think of is something Dale Drozen
said in a letter to the editor in the August
Ranchos Independent. He was talking about
a neighbors group in opposition to what a
property owner wanted to do with his own
piece of property. Dale said, “To the resi-
dents of the area: If those that were here
before you had your attitude, you wouldn’t
be here today.” 

Mutter about that. 

Ranchos Schizophrenia - Got It?

H e r o e s  m ay

n o t  b e

b r av e r  t h a n

a n yo n e

e l s e .

T h e y ' r e

j u s t  b r av e r

f i v e  m i n u t e s

l o n g e r .

The

Ray  Gun
S h o o t i n g  S t r a i g h t

t o  t h e  H e a r t
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RONALD REAGAN
saying more in one quote

than others say in a lifetime



Fire mitigation fees:
This bone just keeps getting bigger and juicier.
I am finding just what I was afraid I would find:

several hundreds of thousands of dollars have been
spent paying for things that mitigation fees just are not allowed to pay for, prop-
ping up the past instead of building the department for the future.

The mitigation fund has been charged to replace worn out equipment. It has
been charged for new engines and all of their equipment when what really hap-
pened was an old, used engine just got new numbers put on it.

Fees can only be used to pay for a need created by the development that
paid the fees. The fees are permitted because they create growth in required
services as the community grows – when used as intended. It is a bit like hav-
ing Grandma pay into a college fund for the grandkids and you spending that
money to pay monthly bills, so we can use the money budgeted for the month-
ly bills to take a vacation. It feels good at the time, but when the future comes,
surprise! Grandma’s got nothing left for the grandkids’ college.

Another hit on the mitigation fees:
Item 7, “Fire Protection Master Plan” on the Sept. 25 Board of Supervisors

Agenda asks for $30,000 to create a Fire Protection Master Plan. Mitigation
fees are not a slush fund to fix all things that have been neglected over the
years. The Government Code that allows the County to impose and collect these
fees without our being allowed to vote on it also restricts how they may be
used. The fees must be used only to mitigate/fix the needs created by the proj-
ect that paid the fees. A Fire Protection Master plan is something the County
has needed for years and the problems and issues it will address were not cre-
ated by the few houses that have been added. It may be a necessary expense, but
it should not all come from mitigation fees.

As long as I am chewing on fire issues, there are a few more that need to
be dug up and will be in the future:

This County has fire stations that are dangerous to work at. If they were
owned by landlords and rented out, I think Cal OSHA, or the County Health
Department, would shut them down. We ask the firefighters to risk their lives
responding to our calls for help. Do we also need to damage their health with
unsafe living conditions at the stations where they have stay?

Pardon me for a moment. I am straining to reach around and pull the
knife out of my back after the last Board Meeting:

Being a retired fire Captain, and living in the woods, I’m still a “scanner
rat.” Listening to the scanner traffic, I noticed a problem with the 911 system.
There were long delays, sometimes as much as 12 minutes, between when CHP
posted the accident and fire/rescue was dispatched. I called the duty captain in

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Please see DOG on P. 11
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I need to set the record straight about something. In last month’s paper I wrote an edi-
torial about the basics of journalism. I got one letter from a reader that thought I was using
the editorial as an attack piece and it occurred to me that possibly others could think the
same way. The editorial was written as the result of a series of meetings I had in my office
with people who basically accused me of making up a news story. It was in  response to
those meetings that I wrote the editorial. If anyone took
my meaning any other way then I’m sorry. I’ll try to do
better next time.

So, what do you think of the new look for the
paper? I like it a lot. In the history of the Ranchos
Independent it has been a tabloid, a broadsheet, a
tabloid again and now a half-broadsheet tabloid with
some slightly different dimensions. The new shape
- the result of a new printer - allows for a lot more
color, more room for stories and more room for
comics and games. It’s been a challenge, though.
I thought everything would basically just cut and
paste from the old layout right into the new one.
Can you say, “Wrong!” There have been a few
bugs but I’m sure they will work themselves
out and in the end you still get the great content that you
love in a bit more of a user-friendly package. Enjoy it.

I’m also very excited that we mark the official return of Woody Laughnan to
his “Olde Cowboy” column in this issue. After the death of his wife he felt that he need-
ed some time away and I told him whenever he felt like coming back I would have a spot
waiting for him. I’ve told him - and anyone else that would listen - that his articles were
that rare piece of writing that would actually have me laughing out loud as I would read

them and I missed them. Welcome Woody back with me, won’t you?
I need to do a little tutorial here on writing a

letter to the editor. If you’ve been reading the
Ranchos Independent for the last three years that
I’ve owned it you know that I put letters in the paper
that agree with me and others that don’t. I may not
agree with what the naysayers say, but I’ll be more
than happy to print it BUT there are certain rules that
we have to follow.

I never have a problem with bad language in let-
ters because you are intelligent people and don’t have
to resort to that sort of thing. Problem solved. The

biggest problem I DO have is letters that aren’t signed. If you want your letter to be
anonymous in the paper, no problem. I’ll say “Name withheld upon request” and your
anonymity is assured. Any letters sent in unsigned I throw away - a pity because there
have been some good ones.

Oh, and as a “P.S.” on getting your letter published, here’s a tip: The paper is called
The Ranchos Independent. It’s not the Ranchos News. It’s not the Madera County
Independent. When I get letters referring to those publications I always ask the same
question: Where are those papers from? They sound really good.

Some coming up events that you need to know about. The One Nation Under God
Motorcycle Ministry is having its first Christian Biker’s Rally on Saturday, Oct. 6 at the
Madera Fairgrounds. It’s free and will run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Rockin’ Hawks Classic Car Show is going to be held Saturday, Oct. 13
right here at Maywood Center. Money raised is going to help
the Ranchos Youth Cheer Program. The
event is free to attend and they’re expecting a
lot of cars from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

On the same day is the 15th Annual
Ranchos Run over at Liberty High. Sponsored
by the Kiwanis, this event will help raise
money for sorely needed medical equipment
for Station #19 Volunteer Fire Company. The
race begins at 7 a.m. and you can run, walk, roll
or crawl, it doesn’t matter. The main thing is
that you’re able to help our local volunteer
friefighters. Show up, get in shape and help out a very worthy cause all at one setting.     

Random Notes

4:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

WEBSTER CARNIVAL!
LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!

Webster Elementary • 36477 Ruth • Hosted by the Webster Parent Teacher Club

9/
07

Rock Mountain

Silent Auction

Hollywood

18-ft. Slide • Photobooth • Bounce House

Great Prizes! • Great Games!

Friday, Oct. 12, 2007
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UNANIMOUS! Madera County Board of Supervisors

Vote 5 - 0 in Favor of  Castle & Cooke
Gateway Village Project

Gateway Village Project

Manager Steve Krueger (right)

is  congratulated by Madera

County  District 1 Supervisor
Frank Bigelow after the historic vote.Full story on page 2.
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I was sure happy to see Castle &
Cooke’s Gateway Village project get
approved the other day by the Board of
Supervisors. It was also refreshing to
hear the positive comments that were
made by the new school superintendent,
Sarah Koligian. Apparently, Castle &
Cooke and the school district have come
to an agreement about new schools to
serve the project. Superintendent
Koligian called the agreement “mutually
beneficial.” Sounds like maybe it was a
good deal for both sides. Hopefully, now,
we can again enter into an era of peace
and tranquility in our community. I was
sure tired of seeing the pot-shots that
were being taken by both sides. I don’t
think I’ve ever seen more “misinforma-
tion” and suspicion floating around the
Ranchos before. I don’t know about you,
but I have always appreciated Castle &
Cooke’s involvement in our community.
I’m happy that, at last, they may be here
to stay.

On another subject. Have you ever
wondered about what makes “good gov-
ernment”? Or do you think that this is just
another oxymoron – that no “govern-
ment,” at any level, can be “good”? Well,
think about this. If we were to stick to the
principles of government that were envi-
sioned by our founding fathers, we would
only have a government that served to
protect our individual liberty, providing

for our safety and creating an environ-
ment where the entrepreneurial spirit
could flourish. We seem to have wan-
dered far from this principle. When we
look at our government today, the
degrees in which we are served by our
elected officials varies greatly from the
perspective of federal, state or local gov-
ernment. The bigger the government is,
the larger the tax bite and the larger and
more onerous the regulations enforced by
that government.

The biggest problem with this gov-
ernment structure, though, is that it is
harder to have your individual voice
heard by “large” government than by
“local” government. The business of our
federal government is to “run” the coun-
try. That’s a big job. Many times, the
things that are important to us here in the
Ranchos get “swept out the door”
because those things just don’t hit the
radar screen. Our ability to influence
things at the federal level is limited to the
influence we have with two senators and
a handful of “local” congressmen. I don’t
know about you, but I don’t think I have
much influence with those guys (and
gals). At least not after they get elected.
While they’re campaigning, they may
care (a little bit) about keeping me happy.
My guys (and gals) only represent one of

Yosemite Sam
Musings on the

Future

Please see SAM on P. 15

9/
07

Introduce friends to a memorable event by hosting
a private wine tasting in the comfort of your home or
office. Relax together while enjoying limited
production wines and food pairing ideas direct
from the wine country.

Call to book a WineShop At Home tasting
featuring six different exquisite wines for just $59
(a $120 value). As the host you will receive generous
discounts toward your favorite wine selections.

(Prices do not include tax & shipping) 

We Bring The Wine Country To You

Dear Editor:

Just a note to let you know that “Word
From Home” has sent over 100 packages to our
troops. We have have had support from Ranchos
Hills Seniors, Ranchos Kiwanis, Curves,
Central Valley Wireless, Pizza Factory and
Madera Ranchos Market, as well as businesses
and groups in Fresno and the city of Madera. 

Our troops’ letters indicate they are very
appreciative of our packages and our prayers. 

We intend to continue sending packages
until all of the troops come home. We are
sending our next packages out the week of
September 24. Anyone interested in donating
items or money for postage can contact our
group at 645-0513.

Thanks Madera Ranchos for all of your
support. 

Thanks,

Pam Hansen
Madera Ranchos 

Dear Editor:

Growing up in this small town I am
grateful to have been part of a tight knit
community. I was always supported by my
parents, parents of friends, teachers,
coaches and administrators. I always felt
that they would back me up in any situa-
tion in which I was “right” and steer me
onto the right path if I was “wrong.” Now
as an adult, coach, educator and friend, I
have the opportunity to give back to my
community by supporting the students in
their achievements and the parents in their
continuing and ever present support of
their children. I would also like the oppor-
tunity to steer you down a path that will be
beneficial for all involved.

Let me start by saying that parental
support and attendance at sporting events
in this community is phenomenal. Parents
play a pivotal role in their child’s success-
es by their encouragement and presence.
However, it is hard for parents to see from
the bleachers what occurs in practice, time
outs and on the sidelines of a game. It is
unfair to berate any coach or go to a high-
er authority without first speaking to the
coach directly. More importantly, I feel it
is the students’ responsibility to discuss
with their coach any concerns they have
with their program. I have seen many pos-
itive changes within the volleyball pro-
gram at Liberty High over the last three
months. I believe this is a result of players
communicating directly with their coach-
es. Athletes need to have a sense of pride

and ownership in the programs they are
involved in. While parents need to walk
alongside their children in this endeavor,
they also need to step back and allow their
child to make changes happen.

Secondly, a negative atmosphere at
home, toward a coach, has an impact on the
students’ ability to play the game and the
coach’s ability to coach. This negativity allows
the athlete to play below their potential and
then blame someone else. It causes a lack of
respect for the coach and decreases the ath-
letes’ drive to do well. Parents should allow
open communication with their child about
their frustrations and then show them a posi-
tive way to affect their circumstances. 

Thirdly, students need to learn to work
hard and adjust to ALL situations. Please
remember that each coach has a different
coaching style. Some yell A LOT, some are
quiet. There are those that laugh and joke
while others are continually serious and
focused. In high school I had nine different
coaches, four school coaches and five different
club coaches. This forced me to adjust to a
new coach every season. While I enjoyed
some more than others, each one taught me
something different. I am grateful for them all.

Finally, I hesitate to speak on behalf of
other coaches, but most of us are not in this
for the money or because we have been
forced into it. We dedicate an extra 20+
hours a week because we love the game,
the competition, and most importantly, we
care about the students. I encourage each
parent in this community to continue to
support your children. In doing so, parents
need to find a way to support the coaches
as well. We’re not perfect, but we want the
best for your kids, just as you do. 

Christi Prince
Madera Ranchos

Letters

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you.

Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93638

or
FAX 645-4002

or
ranchosnews@theranchos.com

Please see LETTERS on P. 14



The Bookshelf

By Ellen Mester

Now that school is in full swing I’d like to invite all of the kids to sign up for a library
card. They are free unless you’ve had one and lost it; then there is a $2 replacement fee. In
honor of Banned Book Week, however, I will personally pay the replacement fee for any
Madera Ranchos student under 18 who needs a replacement card from Sept. 29 through
Oct. 6. Why am I doing this? Because the library is a wonderful resource for everyone, and
I don’t want the $2 fee to keep students from using one of the most valuable assets our local
government offers. Now you might be wondering why I chose Banned Book Week or what
the heck it is anyway. Banned Book Week was established in 1982 by the American Library
Association to highlight the subtle and the extreme of censorship of the written word. The
motto is “Free people read freely” — wise words indeed. Some of the titles from the 100
most challenged books are: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain; Bridge to
Terabithia by Katherine Paterson; The Giver by Lois Lowry; Forever by Judy Blume; and

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle. All of these books were singled out because a few
people were offended in some way by the subject matter, language, or characters in the sto-
ries. Many of you are familiar with these books and know that they are wonderful stories
for readers of all ages, but primarily children. It’s a wonderful testimony to our democracy
that as citizens we have the right to challenge but we also have the right to read freely. Let
freedom ring!

Our fall Friends of the Ranchos Library Book Sale has come and gone. I apologize for
not getting it in the paper last month. It was very successful in many ways. Our landlords
here at the Maywood Center graciously allowed us to use the vacant store which formerly
was Sylvia’s Amazing Birds for the book sale. Thank you, Ed Ajlouny and company.
Thanks to all the volunteers who participated and a special thank you to the Liberty High
students who helped us move all the tables and books to set up for the sale. Thank you to
the Boy Scouts and the Bailey girls for all of their hard work. You guys are my heroes. If
you missed the sale, stop by the library and shop in the Friends book sale room where there
are always books for sale.

New Library Planning Committee Update
The NLP Committee has a new brochure that details our mission, vision and how you can

help. Pick one up at the library or better yet come to our next meeting which is the third Wednesday
of every month at 7 p.m. in the Ranchos Library. Learn more about the library and the Friends.

Reminders: Bring your children to Monday Story Time at 11 a.m. with Mrs. Anderson.
The Friends of the Library meet the first Thursday of every month at 7 p.m.

Book Recommendations
Young Adult Fiction: The Chocolate War by Robert

Cormier. This book was written in 1974 and is considered a
classic because it was the first in the new style of young adult
literature that has since become the style that teens expect
and relate to the best. It also is on the top 100 list of banned
books. In an all boys’Catholic high school setting where the
priests rule with a somewhat sadistic reign, an underground
student group called the Vigils worked their own form of
cruelty on their fellow students. Freshman Jerry Renault
just wanted to play football and get through school with-
out too much hassle. But when the Vigils gave him an
assignment to refuse to sell Chocolate bars for the school,
something in him snaps. Brother Leon in a quiet, sinister
(some reviewers call him evil) way punishes Jerry for
refusing to sell the chocolates but when he recruits the
Vigils to ensure that all 2,000 boxes are sold, then Jerry
gets it from both sides. This book addresses bullying from adults and peers
alike and how non-conforming can cost you your life. It’s a compelling account that is
frighteningly timeless and connects well with teens and adults alike.

Young Adult Fiction: Shattering Glass by Gail Giles. Similar to The Chocolate War
in some respects, the high school setting and the manipulative control of the student body
by a handful of students again reflects how teens get caught in the tide of conformity rather
than letting their individuality lead them in the right direction. Simon Glass is the class nerd

who becomes the pet project of Rob Haynes, charismatic unof-
ficial leader of the senior class. Rob has a subtle way of setting
the “cool factor” and getting his peers to do his bidding. Rob
and friends transform Simon into the most popular kid in class
but Simon has his own subtle ways of letting Rob know he’s
no puppet. Written from the perspective of Young Stewart,
one of Rob’s cohorts, we see how a good kid who doesn’t
know how to say NO is willingly talked into an unbelievable
situation that has dire consequences for all those involved.
Before each chapter the author has an interview with one of
the characters about what happened at the end. It serves the
titillating purpose of making you hurry to the next chapter. It

“Free People Read Freely,” and Banned Book Week Good Time to Read

September 2007 Page 7

Please see BOOKS on P. 22

9/07



Page 8 September 2007

9/
07

Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE 
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation within 50 miles,

durable urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits and state tax.

Everything one needs for a direct,
simple cremation.

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

$ 1499.89
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Creating meaningful funerals 
that celebrate life
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N
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ADERAThe Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
Did you miss my article in the August

edition of the Independent? Several people
told me that they wondered what happened
to me. It is nice to be missed. August was
an extremely busy month for me. I have
six family birthdays in August and one of
them is mine. My three grown children
treated me to a weekend at the beach. My
son Bob and Marta live at Carpinteria,
Calif. It is a cute little beach town close to
Santa Barbara. My son Rick from Fresno
took me down in his motorhome. I sat in
the front seat next to him and felt like a
queen. It was my first time riding in a
motorhome. My daughter and her family
came in their car.

I got back just in time from my beach
trip to attend Golden Valley Unified’s
Beginning Day for our teachers. Next was
getting all of our schools opened and start-
ed on time. Our new
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,
Sarah Koligian, has
her hands full and is
doing an excellent
job. Getting the
modernization of
Webster Elementary
finished for school
to open on time was
a real miracle. The
Webster teachers
did a great job get-
ting all of their
boxes unpacked and
their rooms decorat-
ed for the Webster
Back to School
Night the very first
day of school. My hat is off to all teachers.
Being ready for students and having your
room ready for students on the first day of
school is a very big job; they are two dif-
ferent things. I went to all five Back to
School nights at our schools and
Superintendent Koligian was at every one
also. August was also a time for many
Special School Board meetings.

When I visited Independence
Continuation and Lincoln Community
Day School during Back to School Night,
I found that the district has bought 20 seat
time licenses for “Odysseyware,” which is
an online web-based program to help sup-
port the core curriculum and provide
courses necessary to reach each student’s
academic goal at these schools. When you
have two teachers teaching all four grade
levels, this program must be a big help to
both the students and the teachers. Each

student has a password to use this program
at home as well as at school. One student
told me that he was getting his Spanish
language credit through this program.

Superintendent Koligian has started a
new program in which she and two school
board members are visiting each school to
get a first hand peek at what is in store for
our students this coming year. My first vis-
itation with board member Roger Schuh
and Superintendent Koligian was a visit to
Ranchos Middle School. Principal Pinkard
welcomed us and gave us an overview of
his site’s current events. Principal Pinkard
said that his staff is working on improving
the student’s math scores. His API scores
were down last year but he expects that to
change with work in that area. We ended
our visit with classroom visitations. The
rooms were colorful and full of student’s
work and the students were on task.
Ranchos Middle School has just started a
modified block schedule of teaching to

give more time for
teaching core sub-
jects and to do verti-
cal articulation with
Liberty High
School. I will be
checking throughout
the year to see how
it is working.

I went to the
Firemen’s Bar-B-Q
this year. It was the
best-organized and
well-run event I
have been to in a
long time. Chuck
Hoover has been a
friend and volunteer
fireman for 30

years. I think that is some kind if a record.
The volunteer firemen do so much good
for this community that we can never
thank them enough. If you didn’t go this
year you should make plans to go next
year to support our volunteer firemen.

The Madera County Office of
Education has started their first ever coun-
tywide employee recognition program.
There were three categories: Classified,
Certificated and Management. Employees
of the Year were to be chosen from all of
the schools in Madera County. This year,
Golden Valley Unified is very proud that
Cherie Adams, who is the secretary at
Sierra View Elementary, is the winner in
the Classified category and Kristi Fisher,
Golden Valley’s district psychologist, was
the winner in the Management category. I

Please see STOCK on Page 13

[The Madera County Office of
Education] Employees of the Year
were to be chosen from all of the
schools in Madera County. This
year, Golden Valley Unified is very
proud that Cherie Adams, who is
the secretary at Sierra View
Elementary, is the winner in the
Classified category and Kristi
Fisher, Golden Valley’s district psy-
chologist, was the winner in the
Management category.
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The 15th Annual Ranchos Run
TO SAVE LIVES AT OUR SCHOOLS
Sponsored by the Ranchos Kiwanis

and Station #19 Volunteer Fire Company

Sat.  Oct.  13

275-55937

Liberty  High
Registration at 6:30 a.m. - Run/Walk at 7:30 a.m.

• T-shirts to all entrants
• Awards to top finishers in all classes

• 40 different classes available

This annual family fun event will raise funds for badly needed
defibrillators for our local schools. Runners, walkers, rollers
and crawlers are all invited to join in the fun for such a worthy
cause. Sponsors are also still needed. Call 559-275-5937.

This annual family fun event will raise funds for badly needed
defibrillators for our local schools. Runners, walkers, rollers
and crawlers are all invited to join in the fun for such a worthy
cause. Sponsors are also still needed. Call 559-275-5937.

Avenue 12 at Road 36 • Madera Ranchos

For more information call:
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By Woody Laughnan

I saw Old Autumn in the misty morn
Stand shadowless like silence,

Listening to silence.

Yesteryear poets oft penned melancholy
lines such as these from Thomas Hood in 1827.

There was a quality, a mood in their
writing that could send one off into a fairy
dance, turn thoughts to love and hope,
indeed stir the cold ashes of passion into
flame again.

Poets of the likes of Shakespeare and

Richard Greene and Matthew Arnold, and
later Amy Lowell, penned literary verse that
was balm for a troubled soul, as it was for
me in my growing up time which did not
come until middle age when suddenly I
became aware that I was drowning myself
in John Barleycorn beneath what Matthew
Arnold called “… the naked shingles of the
world.”

In autumn, a sort of melancholia, or
deep nostalgia, often grips us. Perhaps it is
because autumn is filled with wistful days
and long sighs, even gloom, I think, and
also pain as we wrestle with what was,
what is and what might have been.

Verily, though we may still dream the old
dreams, as we grow older it is not with the

same fervor as it was in summers and autumns
past, the sand in the lower bell of the hourglass
dangerously reaching closer to the top.

Autumn arrived at my house sometime
before dawn on a September morn, on almost
the appointed hour and date fixed by Pope
Gregory XIII on the Gregorian calendar.

It came with a sudden wisp of cool,
damp breeze, unmistakable redolence of
old harvests, musty places and old faces,
and seemingly muffled whispers from
beyond the grave. Summer has finished her
work and marched into oblivion.

Darkness in the days ahead will settle in
the neighborhood early, one barely having
enough time after work for a turn around the
yard. The rose bushes are stingy with blooms,

and the petunias, marigolds and zinnias are
turning brown and soon will not flower at all.

During the lingering hours between
dusk and bedtime I often ask myself what
was I doing in autumn in years long gone by
and then I recall that it was spinning dreams
and fantasy in smoky barrooms or flitting
hither and yon like the season's last grasshop-
per, unaware that the summer and autumn of
my years were already well on the wane.

Youth indeed was a fleeting thing,
here one day and gone the next, like sum-
mer turning into autumn and one comes to
realize that the dreams and fantasies of yes-
terday are only mocking monsters as the
new world passes us by, leaving us with the
question: “Will we see another spring?”

The  Olde  Cowboy
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FFiinnee  QQuuaalliittyy  CCrraaffttmmaannsshhiipp

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair

9/
07

Always high quality at good prices! 645-0421 or 479-1321

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909
Call for details. 

Locally Ownedand Operated

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE
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By Patrick Foster
Liberty FFA Board Member and Reporter

Golden Valley’s Liberty High School
Future Farmers of America (FFA) recently
participated in the 2007 Madera County
District Fair entering one market lamb, two
breeder lambs, one breeder hog, two replace-
ment dairy heifers and a record breaking 12
market hogs. Their
hard work paid off,
resulting in a first
place, a third place,
a sixth place and a
surprise Grand
Champion award
for a “Replacement
Dairy Heifer.”

In her first
year showing
heifers, which are
young female cows
that have not had a
calf yet, Megan
Perry walked away
with the Grand
Champion Award.

The one breeding hog was shown by
Kylie Bowe who received a first place and
was also recognized as third overall in breed.
The Liberty High FFA’s plans are to
approach Bowe’s breeder about supplying
other members with pigs for the 2008 fair.

Liberty’s two replacement dairy heifers
were shown by Megan and David Perry, a

brother and sister team from the Ranchos.
While Megan was earning the Grand
Champion award, David was being awarded
6th place for his heifer.

Three lambs were shown by Justin Hart,
including both breeder lambs and his market
lamb.

The owners of the record breaking 12 mar-
ket hogs that were shown at this year’s Madera

District Fair were
brother and sister
teams Christopher,
Teri and Patrick
Foster and Megan
and David Perry.
Sister teams consist-
ed of Kylie and
Megan Bowe, and
Cheyenne and
Charmayne Hefley.
Individual students
included Nick
Lamphear, Jordana
Shandor and Brad
Able.

Several mem-
bers of Liberty’s

FFA – new members and veterans – thought
this year’s fair was an incredible experience.
Liberty High’s FFA is a new and growing
club on campus and this showing at the
District Fair has impressed the members and
members of the community.

Anyone interested in joining FFAcan ask
a member on campus for more information.

Liberty High FFA Surprised by
Awards at Madera District Fair

Megan Perry works her pigs at the Madera
District Fair, but it was with a Replacement Dairy
Heifer that she walked away with the Grand
Champion Award.

Central Valley Party Bus (CVPB)
offers complete charter bus party pack-
ages to all Oakland Raiders and San
Francisco 49ers NFL home games. For
each game,  they offer a great service at a
reasonable price.

The CVPB Complete Party Package
includes a ticket to either a Raiders or
49ers home game; a round trip chartered
bus ride; a Tailgate Bar-B-Q party before
the game; and an open bar.

The advantages of riding with CVPB
include prime seating, gas and wear and
tear savings and no worries about traffic
or driving. Of course you could always go
the old fashioned way and deal with sur-
charges for purchasing your own tickets,
parking fees and limited parking, pur-
chasing your own food and beverages,
bad seats and then after all that you have
to drive yourself home after the game.

Remember that the CVPB party

package is also a great gift and will be
appreciated by anybody from your die-
hard fan to your novice football fan. You
can purchase a package and use them as
gifts, incentives, staff appreciation or for
employees of the month. In addition,
Central Valley Party Bus can be used for
many different occasions.  You find the
reason and they’ll provide the fun.

For more information, contact:
Central Valley Party Bus
1200 Maple St. Ste. 104
Madera, CA 93637
(559) 664-1141
Toll Free (87-PARTYBUS)

NFL Party Bus Hits the Ranchos
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fire dispatch and was told, “We
can’t dispatch until someone tells us
there is an accident.”

I tried letters to the supervisors –
no change. 

I knew from experience that it
would take me months to work my way
through the red tape of official
requests. In the mean time, people
could be dying.

So, on Aug. 7 I asked the board to
add it to the agenda as an urgent item.
My request was granted by a unani-
mous vote. The board heard the issues
and passed a motion directing county
fire chief and sheriff’s department to
meet with me and look into the issue. 

The result?
A couple of quick phone conversa-

tions with the assistant chief and the
under sheriff telling me they would
look into it. After that, I emailed sever-
al examples of delays as they hap-
pened, and received no replies. 

This is where it begins to get inter-
esting.

While checking on the Board of
Supervisors agenda for Sept. 11, I dis-
covered to my surprise that there had
apparently been a meeting to discuss
the matter, to which I was not invited.
Not surprisingly, at that meeting it was
concluded that “all is well” with the
911 system, and I was just confused. 

Funny thing though. At the time
this was being put on the agenda, I was

communicating with the CHP Captain
in charge of the dispatch system for our
area. When I asked him about the meet-
ing and the conclusions he told me that
he knew nothing about it, and couldn't
see how anyone could have looked into
the system without contacting him, but
he would look into it. 

On September 11, at the Board of
Supervisors meeting Under Sheriff
Frank Benard gave a report that “all
was well” with the 911 system and the
“delays” were just an illusion because
the clocks were not synchronized
between the systems. I got up said I
disagreed with the report. I related
another incident that information had
not been passed along. 

The Board of Supervisors’

response? No response at all. They
introduced new staff members to the
crowd as I was returning to my seat and
in the middle of the consideration of
the matter. Shortly after that, Tim
Williams from Fresno Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) testified that
there were no delays, and he agreed
with the clock explanation. He then
went on to say that they were starting a
new procedure (that would fix the
problem that I had imagined but really
wasn't there) by notifying CalFire auto-
matically at the same time they get the
call on their computer screen.

Interesting stuff and I might be
amused if people’s lives were not at

DOG cont. from P. 5

Please see DOG on P. 14
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It s all about the flavor!
T I C O ’ S   P L A C E

9525  SommervilleDr. #101 • Fresno

FINE
COLOMBIAN & MEXICAN

CUISINE

434-6616

50% OFF
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Buy one Mexican combination plate and get
the second one of equal or lesser value at

One discount per person.
Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Weekdays only.

,

The Ranchos Independent

Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

St. Francis of Assisi wrote: “Lord,
make me an instrument of thy PEACE.
Where there is hatred, let me sow LOVE.
Where there is injury, PARDON. Where
there is error, TRUTH. Where there is dis-
cord, HARMONY. Where there is doubt,
FAITH. Where there is sorrow, JOY.
Where there is darkness, LIGHT.”
Wouldn’t it be marvelous if we could
wave a hand and it would produce peace
rather than fighting in Palestine , Israel,
Iraq and all other locations on this earth?
Don’t we wish hatred was wiped out by
love? There is one thing about hatred that
many do not understand: The one who is
hated feels NOTHING! However, the per-
son doing the hating is destroying him or
herself. Foolish, very foolish!

Again, we have lost two of our mem-
bers, namely Alex Pronin and Ben Bishel.

Our membership sends our sympathy
to their wives and families. We all realize
at this time in our senior lives this will hap-
pen, but it is always difficult to deal with.

Now on a lighter note, the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center, located at 37330 Berkshire,
offers painting classes, exercise and line danc-
ing classes, potluck dinners and games for those
who are alone and need the comfort of getting
out of the house and into the company of others.
If you are new to the area, lonely or just lost a
spouse, we welcome you to come and see us.
We are here for you. Many of our members
have surely experienced your same situation.

Our next monthly sale will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 6. Our garden staff has been
busy keeping the plants and trees watered
during this time of extreme heat. There are
several Japanese maple trees still available
and looking for a happy home as well as
many other varieties of shade and fruit trees.
Many, many, pretty flowering plants are also
available. After a month without our bake
sale in August and the Labor Day holiday on
the last monthly sale, the bake sale is BACK
and BETTER with homemade cookies, can-
dies, pies, cakes and quick breads. The cook-
books and produce as well as boutique items
may be purchased in the main building. What
is one person’s discard is another person’s
treasure and our Treasure House has every-
thing you might be looking for so please
come in to find your personal treasure.

The Up Side
“Positive anything is better than neg-

ative nothing.”

We don’t want you to forget us dur-

ing the week so remember the plant, pro-
duce and boutique sections are available
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Thursday
evenings between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.

Our next travel adventure will be
Oct. 9 through Oct. 22. We will fly to the
East Coast then board a bus. We plan to
see the fall colors of the Eastern U.S. and
Canada plus many other sights in the
area. You need NOT be a member to par-
ticipate in our trips. For more informa-
tion or if you’re interested in joining the
group, call Joann at 645-4864 as an
immediate deposit is needed to hold a
spot for you.

A Panama Canal cruise is in the
planning for April 14 through 28. A flight
to Fort Lauderdale, Florida will be made
and then the ship will be boarded with
stops in Jamaica and Cartagena,
Columbia. Then it’s off through the locks
of the canal and exiting into the Pacific
Ocean with dockings in Costa Rico and
three in Mexico, namely Huatulco,
Acapulco and Cabo San Lucas. Then it’s
on to San Francisco to disembark. This is
really a spectacular cruise. For more
information call Joann at 645-4864 or
come in for a flyer.

Again, you need NOT be a member
to participate in this cruise.

The September Birthday and
Anniversary celebration luncheon was
held on Saturday, the 15th at 11:30 a.m.
at the Japanese Kitchen at Shaw and
Willow in Clovis. October’s celebration
will be held Oct. 20 at the Madera Valley
Inn, 215 N. “G” Street, Madera at 11 a.m.

Remember BINGO Tuesday nights
from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

If you need someone to laugh with,
come join our Thursday evening
potlucks with games played afterward.
There is a lot of fun here and remember
laughter is good for your body and soul
and being happy does not mean every-
thing is perfect – it means you have
decided to see beyond the imperfections.

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-

gram Monday through Friday at 11:30
a.m. Suggested price for 60 years and
older is $1.75. Reservations are needed a
day in advance so remember to call Joann
at 645-4864. The center will be closed on
Columbus Day, Oct. 8. We have a growing
exercise program being held on Mondays,

Looking for Miracles Against Hatred

Please see SENIORS on P. 13
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NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #526211
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645-4113
Lic. #273099

• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 9/

07

Frank Kramer Exteriors

Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME
with TEX•COTE instead of paint

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!
NOW OFFERING

• lifetime warranty
on accidental
breakage

• labor
• materials

MILGARD
Vinyl Windows

Wednesdays and Fridays from 10:15 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. The participants are getting
more than just exercise by attending. They
have fun and they share laughs. There is
still room for you and you can attend all
three days or just one or two of them. The
Line Dancing class is also a great way to
exercise. They meet on Fridays at 12:30
p.m. This combines fun and exercise.
You do not need to be a member to attend
these classes. We have a large group, but
there is always room for one more – you!
Come to think of it, there is room for
two: you and your friend. Come in and
check these classes out. Our watercolor
classes held on Wednesdays 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. are open and free to the Ranchos
community adults. No prior watercolor
experience is needed. The instructor can
be reached by calling 645-1137.
Interested in the mini-series painting
class on Tuesdays and Thursdays? For
more information on these classes, call
Joann at 645-4864. 

Up and Coming Events
October 6, Monthly Sale, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
October 20, Birthday and Anniversary

Luncheon, Madera Valley Inn, 215 N. “G”
St., Madera, 11 a.m.

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday lunch pro-

gram, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann at 645-4864).

Monday, exercise class, 10:15 a.m. –
11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more
available).

Wednesday, Exercise class, 10:15
a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card
BINGO.

Wednesday, 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Watercolor painting class.

Thursday, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Potluck
then Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other
games (please bring your own plate and
silverware).

Friday, Exercise class, 10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. Line dancing class.

Please feel free to come in and visit
our Senior Center and get acquainted with
our members. We welcome you to come
and be one of us as our organization offers
and promotes social, educational and
civic activities in order to provide a better
quality of life for all senior citizens. You
have received an invitation. Hope to see
you soon?

SENIORS cont. from P. 12

am proud to have these two employ-
ees recognized.

September is always a busy month. It
is time to put the annual Webster
Elementary School carnival on Oct. 12 at
4:30 p.m. on your calendar and then on
Saturday, Sept. 29 is the Kiwanis Liberty
Under the Stars Talent Show at Liberty
High Theater at 4 p.m. We have some very
talented students in Golden Valley.

I am the historian for the Foundation
for Golden Valley Schools. At our last
meeting I learned that our next fundraiser
shall be held at Birdstone Winery during
the next Wine Trail on November 10 and
11. Profit from the two lunches that are
served will go to the Foundation. Have
you joined our Foundation to support our
Golden Valley schools? If you would like

to, call the district office at 645-7500 and
ask for Aimee. She will tell you about the
Foundation and send you the form. A
Foundation Newsletter will be included in
the October edition of the Independent.

This has not been a good year for the
Ranchos Hills Seniors as we have lost
seven members. Benjamin Bishel and
Alexander Pronin both passed away in
August and both will be missed. I send my
heartfelt sympathy to both their families.
Corrine Harms has had hip surgery and
Ruth Ramirez has had shoulder surgery,
they are both active Ranchos Hills mem-
bers. Get well soon – we need you back.

The next school board meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Oct. 9 at 6 p.m. at the
Liberty High School library. As always
there will interesting things going on.
Come say hi to our new student board
member, Holly Champ.

STOCK cont. from P. 8

To Advertise Call
645-0634
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Golden Valley Martial Arts

Bully-Proof your kids and get in
the Best Shape of your life.

Learn: Seieido, Taekwondo, Mixed Martial 
Arts, Jujitsu, Self-Defense against
Multiple Opponents, 
Weapon Disarms.

Attend as many classes as you want for no extra charge.
We require NO Contracts. There are NO Testing fees.

Private Lessons Available!

September is
"FREE TRAINING MONTH"

Call for details!

Parents!
Train with your children.
Ask about our special Family Rates.

Contact Master Johnson 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com
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STUDENT POPULATION IS LIMITED! CALL NOW!

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

9/
07

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church.............8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship........8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Adult Sunday School............10:30 a.m.
Adrenaline Youth.........................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

risk. You should look at the video
of that part of the hearing. A month and
a half and I am still waiting for the
times from CHP.

If you call on a cell phone to report
a vehicle accident you get a recording
asking you to push any key if it is an
emergency – so now we have a “911 +
any other key” system. After you push
another key and it rings a few times,
CHP in Merced will answer. They will
take your information and – I can't get a
straight answer out of CHP – from what
I have observed, if you do not tell them
that there are injuries they will just send
an officer and wait to see what they
find. If you tell them there are injuries
they will notify Fresno EMS. Fresno
EMS will dispatch an ambulance and
notify the fire department dispatch in
Mariposa and fire dispatch will send a
fire/rescue unit. If you call from a regu-
lar “land line” phone add another step:
first you talk to the Madera Sheriff dis-
patcher whom you tell about your acci-

dent and then get transferred to the
CHP, after which you’ll tell them about
your accident. Every step takes time and
every step is another chance to drop the
ball (I have documented a lot of
dropped balls lately).

The issue gets even more confus-
ing when it comes to passing on new
information. One big issue that came
out of the 9/11 Trade Center attack was
that the rescuers responding to the
same disaster could not talk to each
other, I don't see that a lot has changed
here in Madera.

That is another issue for another report.
Castle & Cooke:
One other thing. After the Castle &

Cooke project got approved the only
question I have at this time: Why didn't
Sheriff Anderson arrest the folks from
the school district? They had to have
used a gun to get the agreement that
they got. It is amazing how some in our
government will take advantage of you
when they have you over a barrel,
holding you upside down and shaking
every penny out of your pocket.

DOG cont. from P. 11

Dear Editor:

My friend asked me the question, “What do
you think of our newspaper, the Independent?”

First let me say I’m a Ranchos resident and
have been since 1987, so I’ve been here since the
beginning. Len Wilcox was first then our beloved
Bill Bell and now Randy Bailey, and in my opin-
ion our paper is bigger and better than ever.

So, I in turn asked 14 other friends the same
question. All gave the same answer as myself.

People who make a difference for the
better in a community should be recog-
nized. Keep up the good work Randy!

Cathryn Lackey
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

I'd like to take this time to introduce
myself. My name is John (Bubba) Ward.
I am 10 years old and live here in the
Ranchos. I am the middle child of three
children and the only son born to Erik
and Jean-Ann Ward. I am a fifth grade
student at Sierra View Elementary. I play
soccer, race motocross and maintain a
4.0 GPA.

My passion is motocross. I have
been racing since I was 5 years old. I
started on a 50cc motorcycle and by age
8 I was the California Motorcycle
Association (CMA) 50cc rider of the
year and had won several champi-

onships. I am currently racing both a
65cc and an 85cc motorcycle. I have
worked hard to get where I am today. I
race in the 65cc intermediate and the
85cc novice classes. I am good on my 85,
but the 65 is where I shine. I believe that
I am the fastest 65 rider in the Valley.

This brings me to my next goal. That
is to race at the national level. I plan to
do this at the Dodge Amateur Motocross
Nationals. This event is held October 1st
thru October 7th at the AMP National
MX Track in Sacramento.

I am writing this letter to ask for
your support. Until now my only
sponsors have been my Mom and
Dad. I believe that I have the ability
to earn myself sponsors by doing well
at the national level, I just need your
support to get there. A full week of
racing, entry fees, gate fees, gas,
parts, camping and not working is a
lot for Mom and Dad (and my sisters).
Any help you can offer will be great-
ly appreciated.

Thank you,
Bubba Ward

PS. For those who may be con-
cerned, I will be taking all of my
schoolwork with me. School comes
first and I won't let this ruin my 4.0.

Thank you for taking the time to read
this letter. If you can help, please mail to:

John Ward
36746 Avenue 17
Madera, CA 93636

LETTERS cont. from P. 6



September 2007 Page 15

To Advertise 
Call 

645-0634

TREES, SHRUBS & FLOWERS

NEXT TO HURST’S HARDWARE

Great Prices & We Deliver

John Finley • 974-2117
37398 Berkshire Drive • Madera Ranchos

CM&N Nursery

9/07

10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

37 Years 

Experience

9/
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50 states! It’s not likely that they are
interested in the Madera Ranchos.

The same is true of state government.
Running California is a big job. It’s the 7th
or 8th largest economy in the world. If I’m
lucky, I may get to talk to our local
Assemblyman’s representative every once
in awhile and I may get to see our
Assemblyman once or twice a year (by the
way, our guy is Mike Villines). I can ask him
how things are going and he can let me
know if the guys in Sacramento are about to
pass a law that’s going to cost me more
money, or regulate me out of business.
Again, I don’t necessarily feel that I’m being
protected, or that Sacramento gives one darn
hoot about our community. Mike Villines is
a nice guy, but he’s just one of many politi-
cians in the state capitol that constantly pass
laws that have an impact on me. They don’t
even ask me if I like ‘em before they pass
‘em! Makes me realize just how important it
is to pay attention to who’s running for
office, and how important it is to vote.

County government is a whole lot bet-
ter. We only have five supervisors that run
Madera County. My odds here are better.
One out of five, rather than one out of hun-
dreds or one out of thousands. I think that
our District 1 Supervisor, Frank Bigelow, is
trying to do a good job. I see him often at
various community events and he seems to
be interested in what District 1 residents
have to say. When you call Frank on the
phone, chances are pretty good that he will
return your call and there’s a pretty good
chance that he’ll even know what you’re
talking about when you call him! 

But again, Frank is only one out of five
that run the county. It is quite often that the
members of the Board of Supervisors are not
unanimous in their voting. What this means
is that Frank can’t get something done for
District 1 without the support of at least two
other Supervisors. The County’s resources
are limited. What happens in District 1
sometimes comes at the expense of other
areas in the county. Again, this isn’t the best
environment to best serve our community. 

But I like my chances better in this sit-
uation. I think my vote “counts” more here
than in state or national elections. Do you
realize that when John Silva won his seat on
the Board of Supervisors a few years ago,
that he received less than a thousand votes to
get elected? That’s right. In some years, you
can get elected Supervisor in one of
California’s counties with less than a thou-
sand votes – shocking! At least Frank
Bigelow was elected with something less
than five-thousand votes in District 1. 

The bottom line, though, is that Frank
has to think about the county as a whole, not
just District 1. Sure, he may try to do some

things from time to time that benefit the
Ranchos, but he wouldn’t be doing his job
the right way if he did something for our
District that ended up hurting the county in
general. After all, he was elected to serve the
county.

So what’s my point? Think how nice it
would be if all of the elected officials where
you lived had only your local community to
think about. Your odds go way up. Instead of
one out of five caring about what happens in
southeast Madera County, we had five out of
five. Chances are, you would at least per-
sonally know who all of your elected offi-
cials were. Hell, you probably would have
voted for ‘em! You probably would know
where they live in the community and you’d
probably know the names of their kids.
You’d probably run in to them at the Pizza
Factory and at the Hawks’ football game.
Why, you might even be friends with one or
more of them. Now, these are the odds I like. 

Sooner or later, our community will get
the chance to incorporate into a new city.
Just like what the folks in Oakhurst are
doing right now. Sure, it’s probably not
going to happen anytime soon, but we
shouldn’t lose sight of the benefits that will
come to our community when it finally does
happen. Our area will continue to grow. In a
few years, the Gateway Village project, and
maybe others, will have been partially built.
Sooner or later, our community will want to
govern itself, and we will have the financial
wherewithal to do it.

I’ve been listening to the discussions
around the community lately about the ideas
to build a new library and community center
right here in the Ranchos. I’ve seen versions
that have soccer fields, baseball fields,
swimming pools and parks. Frankly, it looks
very appealing. It seems like it would be a
terrific asset for our community. Our soccer
players and little-leaguers wouldn’t have to
go to Fresno or Madera to practice and play.
We’d have a local “center” to host commu-
nity activities and business events. We
would have an honest-to-goodness commu-
nity recreation complex.

The cool thing, though, is that it would
be owned, operated, and governed by a
Board of Directors that would be locally
elected from our community. Not one gov-
ernment official from Madera County
would have anything to do with it. Sounds
like it would be good practice “running
things” while we’re waiting around for the
day to come to be our own city. I’m going to
continue to watch as these plans unfold. I
think it will be very interesting. This is the
kind of government that I like. LOCAL gov-
ernment. The kind that does stuff right here
in the community in which we live. The
kind of government where ALL of the elect-
ed officials have the best interests of our
community at heart.

SAM cont. from P. 6
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Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made
aprons available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic -
yet functional - styling

with your choice of
material on each side.

Two aprons for the
price of one!

To order today
call 208-855-0830

or
build your own at

The Unisex Adjustable

only

30$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)
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CCllaassssiiccRReevveerrssiibbllee
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©

©

The Wash Day©
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). 
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
9/07
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The Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT INSAY YOU SAW IT IN
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By Sarah Koligian,
GVUSD Superintendent

What do you mean, we need to “stay
ahead of the curve”? What curve are you
talking about and why should Golden Valley
Unified School District be concerned? These
are questions that Golden Valley Unified
School District employees addressed at our
Back to School All-Staff Mini-Conference
held at Liberty High School on Aug. 13,
2007. This topic was chosen for our theme
for the year based upon a needs assessment
that was conducted at the end of last year.
Our teaching staff and our student achieve-
ment data are showing us that we need to be
aware of the language and cultural diversity
that not only makes us a rich community but
also makes us aware that not all students
learn in the same manner. Maya Angelou
states it well: “We should all know that diver-
sity makes for a rich tapestry, and we must
understand that all threads of the tapestry are
equal in value no matter what their color.” 

Schools today are faced with a blend of
students, languages, cultures and customs
that are unequaled in modern history. At
local, state and national levels, drastic and
sometimes unexpected shifts in these factors
can have profound effects on teachers, class-
rooms and districts. This scenario is one that
Golden Valley USD educators are likely to
face with increased regularity in the future. For
high-achieving districts such as Golden Valley,
the challenge is to “stay ahead of the curve” by
understanding these factors, discussing then
openly and laying out sound plans for address-
ing them today and in the future. 

At the Aug. 13 Mini Conference,
keynote speaker, Kevin Clark, from Clark
Consulting and Training, Inc. presented to a
captive audience of approximately 250 clas-
sified, certificated, management staff and
Governing Board members. Clark’s special-
ty is in providing assistance to educational
agencies in the design, development, imple-
mentation and measurement of educational
programs for English learners and diverse
student groups. His keynote message
addressed “staying ahead of the curve” by
understanding language, culture and our edu-

cational future. He presented some startling
statistics, such as the English Learner popula-
tion is one of the fastest growing populations
in California. Approximately 1.6 million stu-
dents, or 25 percent out of a total of 6 million
students in California, are classified as English
Learners (EL) students. Golden Valley’s statis-
tics are much lower than the state average,
however the numbers of EL students in
Golden Valley have quadrupled over the last
seven years and are currently approximately 7
percent of the total student population.

Clark shared several teaching strategies

that are fairly easy for staff to use, requiring
little preparation time, but having a major
impact on our linguistically and culturally
challenged students. Employees were moti-
vated, inspired and ready to apply some of
these strategies in their classrooms. One
overarching theme from this session was that
we have incredible students and staff in
Golden Valley but we realize that not all stu-
dents learn at the same pace or in the same
way. Howard Gardner, multiple intelligences
author, sums it up best: “The biggest mistake
of past centuries in teaching has been to treat
all children as if they were variants of the
same individual, and thus to feel justified in
teaching them the same subjects in the same
ways.”

Another first for Golden Valley employ-
ees during the Aug. 13 mini conference was
our recognition of staff with five years or
more longevity in Golden Valley. We recog-
nized over 90 classified, certificated and
management employees that have worked
for the district for anywhere from five to nine
years. These employees are to be commend-
ed for their dedication and commitment to
the students and families of our district. They
are another reason why Golden Valley is
“ahead of the curve.” In addition to our vet-
eran staff, we welcomed 22 new staff mem-
bers to site and district level positions: nine
new teachers, eight new classified staff and
five new management staff. For a more in-
depth look at our newest Golden Valley staff
and team members, please see the following
list of new staff or go to the Golden Valley
Unified School District website
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us and look under the
“What’s New” link for new employees.

During the remaining day of the Mini-
Conference, staff had the opportunity to
attend four separate mini-conference ses-
sions from a menu of over 20 topics that were
facilitated by some of our very own GVUSD
staff. The sessions covered topics such as
homework, the grieving process, first aid,
using Gradebook, transforming your class-
room with three simple behaviors, using the
new science curriculum, block scheduling,
using Edusoft, making a difference with
Hispanic male students, meeting the needs of
hard-to-serve students, cultural proficiency
and how it impacts learning, and protecting
our most precious resource – children. The
day was enhanced by a delicious and healthy
breakfast and lunch prepared by our own
Food Services team.

After lunch, our second keynote speak-
er, Dr. Gale Gorke, founder and director of
Kids Kan, Inc., and coordinator of the PEP
grant currently serving Golden Valley
schools, presented to our staff on the impor-
tance of being inclusive with all students
especially when it comes to physical educa-
tion. Staff enjoyed participating in a sample
of some of the PEP grant activities that had

Information Keeps GVUSD “Ahead of the Curve”

Golden Valley Unified School
District Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Please see CURVE on P. 23

Welcome to the newest members of
the Golden Valley Unified School
District team of employees. We were
busy hiring throughout the summer and
ensuring that we “had the right people on
the bus” and “in the right seats” as Jim
Collins states in his book, Good to Great.
For more information on GVUSD new
employees, go to www.gvusd.k12.ca.us
and look under the “What’s New” link
for new staff.

NEW CERTIFICATED STAFF
for 2007-2008

Kim Johnson:
Kim graduated from
Fresno State in May of
2007. She was a stu-
dent teacher at Fresno
Unified School
District and at Clovis

Unified. She holds a dual credential in
Multiple Subjects and Special Education.
She is the RSP Teacher at Liberty High
School.

Larissa Sobieralski:
Larissa graduated from
Fresno State with her
BA in Music Education
in May of 2001. She
taught K-8 Music at
Golden Valley USD

from 2001 to 2002. She is teaching music for
K-8.

Frank Panian:
Frank Panian gradu-
ated from CSU
Sacramento in 2003
with a B.S. in
C o n s t r u c t i o n
M a n a g e m e n t

Engineering. He received his Masters
in Education in 2005 from the
University of Phoenix and his Single
Subject Credential in Math. He is
teaching Math at Liberty High
School.

GVUSD’s 07-08
Team Additions

Please see STAFF on P. 23
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Mission Statement
The mission of Golden Valley Unified School District is to provide our students

the means to achieve to their highest potential within a caring, secure environment.

Vision Statement
Golden Valley Unified School District is committed to creating and maintaining

an innovative learning community based in excellence.

Madera County Office of Education (MCOE) has started their first ever coun-
ty-wide employee recognition program. All Madera County districts were encour-
aged to submit three nominees in the categories of Classified, Certificated and
Management Employees of the Year. The District sent three nominees to the selec-
tion committee and found out that two of the three winners for the entire county are
from Golden Valley! We had the winner in the Classified category – Cheri Adams,

Sierra View secretary; and also the winner in the Management category – Kristi
Fisher, district psychologist. This is quite an honor for these employees and for our
entire district. MCOE will be visiting these two employees over the next two weeks
to interview and videotape them and the staff that nominated them. Wendy Woods,
Reading Lab teacher at Webster Elementary also was a finalist for Teacher of the
Year. Congratulations to Cheri, Kristi and Wendy!

Golden Valley Unified Employees
Win First-Ever Recognition Awards

Sierra View Elementary sec-
retary Cheri Adams won in the
Classified category.

Management category winner
was Kristi Fisher, GVUSD psychol-
ogist.

Wendy Woods, a teacher at
Webster Elementary, was a finalist
for Teacher of the Year.

The state of California recently
released Academic Performance Index
(API) scores for all schools. Liberty High
School has once again done a tremendous
job of representing itself to the communi-
ty as a place where rigor, relevance and
relationships are foremost. Our API score

showed a growth of 17 points from a score
of 763 to 780. Growth was charted in the
three of the four core academic areas of
Math, Science, Social Science and
Language Arts. All students and staff at
Liberty will be celebrating this accom-
plishment in the days to come.

Hawks Soar with their API Score

Over the summer, Webster
Elementary School underwent a huge
transformation. With a new parking lot,
new roofs, upgraded classrooms and a
sparkling Multipurpose Room, Webster

students were welcomed back for the
2007-2008 school year. Every class-
room and building was improved as the
$4.2 million overhaul was completed in
about 60 days.

Moving and Shaking at Webster
$4.2 Million Project upgrades every building at Webster

Old temporary classrooms were
removed ...

... and replaced with new re-locatable
buildings.

A new marquee, donated by the Webster
Parent Teacher Club, was installed.

Traffic is flowing much better with the
improved student loading zone.

Mrs. Zinn’s 2nd graders in their new
classroom on their first day of school.

Miss Jennings’ 5th grade class enjoys
learning in their remodeled classroom.

HELP WANTED
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -
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COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available
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PPrreessttiiggee  GGrroooommiinngg
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET
447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno
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07-08 Season Dedicated to Tessmer

The Tessmer family members show their Hawk pride during the ceremony that dedicated the
2007-2008 Season to the memory of Donovan Tessmer.

The Liberty Hawks officially dedicat-
ed their 2007-2008 season to running back
Donovan Tessmer at the first Liberty
Hawk football game Friday, Aug. 31. 

During a ceremony before the game,
Tessmer’s parents Duane and Martha
Tessmer, along with his sister Megan and
uncles, aunts and cousins, were brought
onto the field. It was then announced that
Donovan’s No. 1 jersey would not be worn
again by a Liberty High player during

head coach Chris Imperatrice’s tenure at
Liberty High School. The highly emotion-
al beginning of the Hawk’s season brought
the capacity crowd to its feet in a standing
ovation for the Tessmers and acted as val-
idation that dedicating the season to the
memory of Donovan Tessmer was indeed
the right action to take.

The football team also honored the
Tessmers with passes to all of the Hawks’
games for the rest of the season.

Members of the Liberty High Varsity Football Team embrace members of the Tessmer fam-
ily during the dedication ceremony naming the 2007-2008 Season in honor of Donovan Tessmer.

Player’s memory also honored by “retirement” of No. 1 jersey
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for seniors in their homes

Call Home Instead
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24-Hour & Hourly
CAREgivers

Needed
No criminal history and

car w/insurance required

265-3110

TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand
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““HHOOMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  BBIIGG  RROOLLLL””

3300%%  -  6600%%  EEvveerryyddaayy  SSaavviinnggss
11882200  EE..  MMccKKiinnlleeyy  ((NNeeaarr  BBllaacckkssttoonnee))  444455-00220066
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Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

9/07

Liberty High School held its first
Donovan Tessmer Blood Drive last month,
in conjunction with Back to School Night. 

Liberty activities director Melissa
Locke was ecstatic with the turnout. A total
of 49 people donated blood that resulted in
43 pints. What was even more impressive
was that there were 17 first-time donors.

Locke hopes to get even more blood donat-
ed at their next blood drive in February, 2008.

The American Red Cross suggests fol-
lowing these tips when you donate blood:

• Get a good night’s sleep. 
• Have a good breakfast or lunch. 
• Drink extra fluids to replace what

you donate, but avoid tea, coffee or other
caffeinated drinks.

• Eat iron-rich foods - red meat, fish,
poultry or liver, beans, iron-fortified
cereals, raisins and prunes - but avoid
fatty foods, such as hamburgers, fries or
ice cream before donating.

43 Pints Drawn at First Donovan Tessmer Blood Drive

Shane Vanderpool (left) and Mason Fox are shown having fun as they contribute their share of the 43
pints of blood collected at the first Donovan Tessmer Blood Drive at Liberty High School.

Sierra View Elementary’s 4th, 5th
and 6th Grade students participated in
the August Character Counts Rally.
Students earned the privilege of compet-
ing on their team in the monthly

Character Counts Rally by being pillars
of character on a daily basis.  Character
Counts means getting homework done
on time, coming to school on time and
making good choices each day.

Character Counts at Sierra View!

Sierra View Elementary teacher Laura Mayer pumps up the highly spirited Yellow Team
at the August Character Counts Rally.

Sierra View Elementary teacher Nicole
Canales and student Madison Porter are the
Big Cheeses in Mrs. Canales’s 4th grade
class.

The Big Cheese is a weekly writing
activity where kids learn to write more engag-
ing, creative, complex sentences and para-
graphs using adjectives, proper punctuation,
conjunctions and more.

Big Smiles for Big Cheese at SV



Free Estimates • Lic.# 814909
645-0421 or 479-1321

Don’t Get Caught In The Rain!
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CONTINUOUS
GUTTERS

CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

9/07

PET BOUTIQUE

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS 9/

07

2nd  ANNIVERSARY SALE
20% OFF SELECTED ITEMS

Check out our website at www.DogGoneCuteStore.com

Dog Gone Cute Store

NEW
STOREHOURS

Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control 9/07

LANDSCAPE  &  GARDENING  SERVICE
Lic.  #B0008113

9/07

37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos
645-0122 • next to the Pizza Factory

Lots of New & Used Computers

Refurbished Laptops
starting at $340!

Hurry while

supplies last

9/
07

BBAACCKK  TTOO  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSppeecciiaall

is a well-written and thoughtful story without the overt cruelty of The Chocolate War.
Adult Non-fiction: What Will My Mother Say by Dympna Ugwu-Oju. The author of this

book is a Journalism instructor at Fresno City College. She
was born in Nigeria but was educated in the U.S. Her story
begins with her mother’s story — a tremendous testimony
of perseverance in the face of unimaginable struggles. The
cultural edicts from the Ibo tribe were very strict in the
1950’s and 60’s. Dympna’s father, the head master of the
school as well as local politician, died just before she and
her twin brother were born. Her mother as a new widow
lost her home, car, furnishings and money as standard
procedures for Ibo women. After a year of mandatory
mourning which consists of remaining on a mat in the
same black clothes and barely eating or drinking, her
mother finally was able to move away to start a new life
elsewhere. She maneuvered her family through all
these trials by complying with the customs and expec-
tations of Ibo women. She expected her daughter to do
the same. Dympna had different expectations for herself and fought
against tradition and most of all her mother to live a life of her choosing. What a wonderful
narrative told with the passion of one who has come from so far to achieve so much.

Check out these books and more at the library and always remember your library card:
Don’t leave home without it!

BOOKS cont. from P. 7
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Saturday, September29 – doors open at 4 p.m.
Kiwanis Liberty Under The Stars Talent Show
Liberty High School – 12220 RD 36

Tuesday, October 2
Ranchos Seniors Bingo – 5:30 p.m.
Early Bird Bingo – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Bingo – 7:00 p.m.
(repeats every Tuesday night – 37330 Berkshire)

Saturday, October 6 – 8 a.m.
Ranchos Seniors Monthly Sale
(repeats the 1st Saturday of each month
– 37330 Berkshire)

October 8-12
Sierra View Book Faire
Sierra View Elementary School – 16436 Paula RD

Tuesday, October 9 – 6 p.m.
GVUSD School Board Meeting

Liberty High School Library – 12220 RD 36
(repeats October 23)

Friday, October 12 – 4:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Webster School Carnival
Webster Elementary School – 36477 Ruth

Saturday, October 13 – 7:30 a.m.
Kiwanis-sponsored Ranchos Run
For Station #19 Volunteer Fire Dept.
Benefiting local Schools
Liberty High School – 12220 RD 36

Thursday, October 25 – 8:30 a.m.
Coffee with the Principal
Ranchos Middle School – 12220 RD 36

Friday November 30, 6:00 p.m.
Chamber of Commerce Tree lighting event
Maywood Shopping Center – Corner of
Maywood & AVE. 12

Community Calendar of Events
By Linda Bresee 

Got an event? communitycalendar1@theranchos.com
559-645-0634 * fax 559-645-4002 * 37167 AVE 12 #5C 93636

(all events in the Madera Ranchos UNLESS stated otherwise)
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Rebecca Sligh:
Rebecca Sligh graduat-
ed from the University
of Toledo with a
Bachelor’s degree in
Education in 1998. She
comes with 8 years of

experience in teaching. She has taught at
Otawa Hills High School, Sanger High,
and Dundee High School. She is teaching
English at Liberty High School.

Michelle Stetsko:
Michelle Stetsko grad-
uated from Fresno
Pacific University with
a Single Subject
Credential in Home
Economics. She has

taught at Edison High School and Hanford
West High School. She is teaching Home
Economics at Liberty High School.

Denice Lane:
Denice Lane graduated
from Fresno State
University with her
English Credential in
2007. She student
taught at Clovis

Unified and Fresno Unified. She is teach-
ing English at Liberty High School.

N a t h a n
Sobieralski: Nathan
Sobieralski graduated
with a Doctorate in
Music from UCLA. He
has his Masters and
Bachelors in Music. He

has been a Faculty Conductor at Cazaero
Music Camp, a Brass Specialist at El
Monte Union High School Band and at
Clovis Unified. He is teaching band at
Liberty High School.

Kevin Feramisco:
Kevin Feramisco grad-
uated from California
State University Fresno
with his Bachelor’s
Degree and received
his credential from

National University in English. His has
been a long term substitute at Clovis
Unified this last year. Kevin is teaching
English at Ranchos Middle School.

Jessica Ketchum:
Jessica Ketchum grad-
uated from California
State University Fresno
with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Art and
Single Subject

Credential. She was a student teacher last
year at Madera Unified School District
working with the 9-12th grades in Art.
Jessica is the new Art Teacher at Ranchos

Middle School and Liberty High School.

NEW CLASSIFIED STAFF
for 2007-2008

Pamela Watkins:
Pamela Watkins has
worked as a “substi-
tute” in the cafeteria
this last year. Pamela
was always available
to offer her services

when needed. Prior to coming to Golden
Valley USD she worked at Clovis Unified
as a Campus Monitor. She is working as a
Cafeteria Assistant at Webster.

Francisco Robles:
Francisco Robles
worked as a Bus Driver
for Golden Valley USD
back in 2005. He has
many years experience
driving a school bus and

is now back fulltime with Golden Valley USD.
D u s t i n  S h a w :

Dus t in  has  worked
m a n y  y e a r s  a s  a
mechan ic .  He  has
been  wi th  Golden
Sta te  Pe te rb i l t .  He
was  h i r ed  a s  the

mechan ic .
Matthew Tugas:

Matthew has worked
with Home Depot as a
District Trainer
Department Head. He
runs a landscaping
business and his spe-

cialty is Bonsai and tropical nurseries.
Matthew is working as a landscaper.

Joshua Prater:
Joshua Prater worked
as a cement finisher
prior to his new job. He
has also worked as a
“Substitute Custodian”
for several months

with Golden Valley USD. Joshua now
works for Golden Valley USD full time at
Liberty High School as a
Custodian/Landscaper.

L e e A n n e
Williams: Leanne was
an Infant Teacher at
Citibank Family
Center in Sioux Falls,
SD. She is a Special
Education Instructional

Aide at Ranchos Middle School.
Roy Ellis: Roy

comes with many
years experience as a
bus driver. He has been
a Bus Driver Trainer
for GVUSD. He is
joining the team as a

part time bus driver.
Linda Rangel:

Linda has over 10
years experience with
Caruthers Unified
School District. She
has been in accounting
for several years. Linda

is the new Business Services Analyst II.

NEW ADMINSTRATIVE/
MANAGEMENT STAFF

for 2007-2008
Sarah Koligian:

Sarah Koligian graduat-
ed from CSU Fresno
with her teaching creden-
tial and Administrative
Credential/Master ’s
Degree in Educational

Leadership. She spent the last 20 years of
her educational career in Central Unified
as a teacher and administrator at both site
and district level positions. 

Jim Monreal: Jim
Monreal graduated
from Santa Clara
University with a
Bachelors Degree in
Finance. He has over
15 years experience in

the banking industry. For the past year, Jim
has worked with Caruthers Unified as their
Business Manager. Jim is the new Chief
Business Official.

D a r l e a
Livengood: Darlea
Livengood graduated
from CSU Stanislaus.
She came from Golden
Valley High School in
Merced where she was

the Associate Principal, Curriculum and
Instruction. Darlea is the new Principal at
Liberty High School.

Gloria Chavez:
Gloria Chavez gradu-
ated from Fresno
Pacific University with
a P.P.S. She most
recently was the Dean
of Students at Los

Banos Unified School District. She was a
counselor at Madera County Office of
Education for eight years and is now a new
counselor at Liberty High School.

Dave Baughman:
Long time community
member from the
Madera Ranchos, Dave
has many years experi-
ence in maintenance.
He has been instru-

mental in the fields at Liberty High School.
He is the Manager of Maintenance,
Operations and Transportation.

STAFF cont. from P. 18

us all “moving and shaking” to give us
first-hand experience and to stress the
importance of involving all students in
physical activities.

Golden Valley is ready and willing to
accept the challenge of “staying ahead of
the curve” by implementing the district’s
strategic plan goals which include objec-
tives and strategies in the following areas:
curriculum and instruction, communication,
safety, facilities and finance. Our staff and
our Governing Board members will work
hard to provide the best education possible
for all students, to meet them where they are
academically, physically and mentally and
to move them forward throughout the year.
We will develop well-rounded students,
actively engaged in co-curricular activities.
We will mold our students into good citi-
zens thus enabling them to “Stay Ahead of
the Curve”!

“We can talk or dream about the glori-
ous schools of the future or we can create
them.” – Marilyn Ferguson.

CURVE cont. from P. 18

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

GOLDEN VALLEY
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1. INVENTIONS: When were the
first "sneakers" known as Keds
mass-marketed?
2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a
group of dragons known as?
3. PERSONALITIES: Who is actress
Kate Hudson's famous mother?
4. OPERA: What was the name of
the tragic female lead in "La
Traviata" by Verdi?
5. MEASUREMENTS: How many
dimples are on a regulation golf
ball?
6. FOLKLORE: What tool is Paul
Bunyan most often depicted as hold-
ing?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
is cereology?
8. MUSIC: Who sang the famous
theme "Goldfinger"?
9. THEATER: What is the name of
the slick attorney in "Chicago"?
10. MARTIAL ARTS: In what coun-
try did Tae Kwon Do develop?

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc. 

1. 1917
2. Aweyr
3. Goldie Hawn
4. Violetta
5. 336 
6. An ax
7. The study of crop circles
8. Shirley Bassey
9. Billy Flynn
10. Korea

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

&
DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&  Chuck’s  Transmission

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

664455-44447755

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-55879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

ANK
Quality Exteriors, Inc.

General Contractor Lic. #669920
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392
Vinyl Siding • Gutters • Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall Insulation • Dual Pane Windows

Garage Doors • Textured Coatings

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • WINDOW

TEXTURED COATING
SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

645-1600
Brad & Cathy Burford

37167 Ave. 12 #D5
Madera Ranchos

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-77770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

37221 Ave. 12 • Maywood Center
RENT 9 AND THE 10th is FREE!
Movies, Postal Services and More!

645-1202

Take Two VideoDVD Rentals

NOW
POSTALMAILBOXESFOR RENT!

HIGH QUALITY

559-4454-88060

GATE SYSTEMS

Marion Pool
Service

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Repairs

• Full Service
or Chemical

Service • Equipment • Supplies
• Residential • Commercial

• Family Operated 

FALK’S
FARRIER SERVICE

209-261-5174
209-382-1652
Robert Falk
Owner

professional, certified
correct
horseshoeing
for balance &
performance

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

(559) 645-0634  
$25on

ly

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

ADS
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Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-222-FEET    

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

(222-3338)

CALL  BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

WALK-INS AVAILABLE
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
permanent makeup

manicurist
hair salon color, cuts

& highlights

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Senior Pictures
Family Portraits

Weddings
Pet & Livestock

Portraits
Sports Photography

559-479-0943
LynnSandersonPhoto.photoreflect.com

645-11578

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

645-11578

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B

Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate and Notary Public

R We Gone Yet?

474-0505

rwegoneyet.info

the best savings for online
travel services

flights • hotels • cruises
entertainment tickets
car rentals • condos
sports tickets  

645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

A
Delightful

Touch

FOR THE “ART”
OF CONCRETE

IT’S

559-213-2100
Doug Stuart
CCL#847829

all phases of artistic residential concrete

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36946 Ave. 12 • Madera, CA 93636

Rentals & Property
Management Available 

Business Directory • Business Directory

(559) 645-0634  

for sales tomorrow, call

TINA
SHANNON
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) This is a good time for the usual-
ly outspoken Lamb to be a bit more discreet. You still can get your
point across, but do it in a way less likely to turn off a potential
supporter.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Good news: All that hard work
you put in is beginning to pay off, but you need to watch that ten-
dency to insist on doing things your way or no way. Be a bit more
flexible.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You might want to delay making a
decision on the future of a long-standing relationship until you
check out some heretofore hidden details that are just now begin-
ning to emerge.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your reluctance to compromise on
an important issue could backfire without more facts to support
your position. Weigh your options carefully before making your
next move.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) This is a good time for ambitious
Leos or Leonas to shift from planning their next move to actually
doing it. Your communication skills help persuade others to join
you.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Relationships – personal or
professional – present new challenges. Be careful not to let a sud-
den surge of stubbornness influence how you choose to deal with
them.
Libra (September 23 to October 22) You might need more facts
before you can decide on a possible career change, but you should
have no problem making a decision about an important personal
matter.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You’re respected by
most people for your direct, no-nonsense approach to the issues,
but be careful you don't replace honest skepticism with stinging
sarcasm.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A newly emerg-
ing situation could require a good deal of attention and some dif-
ficult decision- making. However, close friends will help you see
it through.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Family matters need
attention. Check things out carefully. There still might be unre-
solved tensions that could hinder your efforts to repair damaged
relationships.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Of course you deserve
to indulge yourself in something special, but for now tuck that bit
of mad money away. You'll need it to help with a looming cash
crunch.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A temporary setback in your
financial situation is eased by changing some of your plans. You'll
be able to ride it out quite well until the tide turns back in your
favor.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a gift for understanding people's
needs. You have a low tolerance for those who act without concern
for others.

©2007 King Features Syndicate
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

9/07

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

9/07

CONFUSED ABOUT ALL THE
DIFFERENT MORTGAGES
ON THE MARKET?

Let me make it simple

Linda Matthews - cell 559-907-9465
office - 559-658-7611 ext. 204

lmatthews@acceptancecapital.com

There’s more to a mortgage than just getting a
loan. Purchases, refinances, reverse mortgages ...
with so many choices it’s easy to get confused. Let me
help you find the right loan for your financial situation.
I’m available evenings and weekends for a free, no-
strings-attached prequalification. Call me today!

Linda Matthews

9/
07

Real Estate

9/
07

9/
07John Herrera, Realtor

559-217-8947

I am not only a long-time Ranchos resident, but I am also involved in
the community. Thank you to our Ranchos community for supporting
our kids by purchasing your fireworks from our Kiwanis booth. All of
our fundraising projects are to
help children. For any of your
real estate needs, call me.
“The most important things in
your house are the people.” 

Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

9/
07

FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.
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Real Estate

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

Brand new custom home on 1/3 acre in the heart of Madera Ranchos. Over 2,700 sq. ft. with
high ceilings throughout and vaulted great room. Crown molding, granite counters throughout.
Custom cabinets and tile. Extra large master suite with jetted tub. Finished 3-car garage. Rinnai
tankless hot water system, alarm, surround sound system. RV parking as well.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$479,000
11953 Trieste

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

9/07

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$389,000
35340 Avenue 13 1/2

Sharp home zoned for horses. Vaulted ceilings, brick fireplace, spacious kitchen with
lots of counter space, breakfast bar and walk-in pantry. Isolated bedroom and bath
with walk-in closets, carpeting and tile flooring throughout. Large covered patio and
yard is completely fenced. Located near schools and 15 minutes from Riverpark.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$739,000
35179 Marciel

Beautiful former model home with pool. Great room  with built-in cabinets, soaring ceil-
ings and fireplace. Two sets of French doors.  Formal dining room, deluxe kitchen with
granite island. Master suite has huge walk-in closet, spa tub. Isolated bedroom off laundry
for office, mother-in-law. 3-car garage with office, large covered patio. Pool is must see!

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$379,000
36757 Fender

Brand new Continental Custom home. Over 2,000 sq. ft. and features 10 ft. ceilings,
custom tile, crown molding, 8 ft. tall doors, decorative ceiling fans and lighting.
Kohler sinks and faucets, great room w/gas firplace, bay window in dining room and
granite in kitchen. Master suite has huge walk-in closet and a spa tub.

9/07

17308 Road 37
New custom home on 2.25± acres. 5BD/3BA
w/tons of upgrades including granite counter-
tops, huge jetted tub, vaulted ceilings, his/her
closets and large 4-car garage. View this home
today! $519,000

36206 Ruth Ave.
Beautiful 3BD/2BA Ranchos home w/
open floor plan. Laminate flooring,  granite
countertops, Jacuzzi, walk-in closet, dual
pane windows and tons of cabinets. Too
many upgrades to list! $355,000

Price
Reduced!

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770

9/
07

REDUCED - 3 BD/2BA @ 36954 Sparta.
RV OK,newer roof, fresh paint, alarm,
sprinklers. Many extras. $284,500.

CUSTOM 4 BD/2BA @ 35203 Ave.13 1/4.
2 ac. zoned for horses, RV OK. $477K.

Buyer should verify zoning, square footage and schools.

PISTACHIOS - 228+ acres, 12 APN
numbers. $14,500/ac.
36 and 38 ac. orchards. $12,450/ac.
Both owner/agent.

398+ ac.Ave.15 west ofRd.35.William-
son Act.Owner/agent.$19,500/ac.

COMMERCIAL - 1+ ac. corner lot on
Avenue 12. Owner/agent. $500,000.

GREATBUY - 37+ ac. in Ag Preserve.
RD.35 @ Ave.11.Owner/agent.$480K.

Land

INDUSTRIAL - 15 ac. 3 houses, office
complex.RD 25 near Ave.12.$150K/ac.
INDUSTRIAL - 5 ac. w/house “as is”,
RD 25 north of Ave. 12. $600,000.
RIO MESA PROPERTY AVAILABLE

ALMONDS - 70 ac. mature almonds.
Near Raisin City. $12,500/ac.
40 ac. newly planted trees
(+ 40 vines). Ave. 9 @ Rd. 35.
$25K/ac. Both owner/agent.
FIG, ALMOND & POMEGRANATE
also available. Owner/agent.

Orchards

Homes

We are pleased to have Jim Powell on our team as
of August, 2007. Jim will serve in our Agriculture Sales. He
has a lifetime in ag service and public service. Jim is a grad-
uate of Cal Poly with a B.S. degree in Fruit Production,
holds a Pest Control Operator’s license and owns his own
farm management company, El Oso Farming. Our new Ag
Specialist has extensive experience in farm management for
some of the largest farm operators in the valley. He is very
well informed and knowledgeable of most operators in
Madera, Fresno, Tulare and Ventura counties.

Jim is available to work with you and our agents in
investing in enlarging operations and managing your ag land. You will find him to be
informed, pleasant, truthful, trustworthy and, most importantly, to have your interests
always foremost in his mind. Call – we can help!

Jim Powell - Ag Specialist

To Advertise Call 645-0634

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com
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Classified
Alteration Services

Molly’s Alterations (now open later
7 a.m. - 6 p.m.) - Tailoring, repairs,
and leathers. Fast service. Located at
36619 Ave. 12 or call 645-5527.

For Sale

For Sale – Treadmill - Trimline 3300.
Like new - rarely used, fully programma-
ble. Adjustable programs, incline, speed.
Readout - speed, incline, calories, time,
distance. $500 OBO. Call 645-0212.

For Sale – Horses AQHA Registered
horses for sale. Call 559-645-5290 or
559-304-5073.

For Sale – 2 Horses for sale. Geldings, been
on trails at Morro Bay and Huntington Lake.
$750 each. Call 559-645-4161.

For Sale – 2007 Pool Table. Never used
w/accessories. Solid wood, 1-inch slate,
leather pockets, can deliver. Cost $4K
sacrifice $1,375. Call 559-277-2511.

For Sale - Hot Tub/Spa 2007. Never
used, therapy seats, ozonator, loaded.
Full warranty. Sacrifice $2,475. Can
deliver. Call 559-360-9047.

For Sale – DIRT! $30 per load. Bobtails
only. We load. Call Neal at 645-1200.

For Sale - Bedroom Set. 7-pc. solid
cherrywood. Sleigh bed, 2 nightstands,
dresser/mirror. All dovetailed, new in
boxes! Cost $7K sacrifice $1,675. Call
559-438-0248.

For Sale – Twin PILLOWTOP mat-
tress/box, new in plastic. Cost $300
sacrifice $125. Full cost $400 sacrifice
$175. Call 559-230-0486.

For Sale – $195 Queen PILLOWTOP
mattress/box, cost $599 sacrifice $195.
Never used w/ warranty. King cost $699
sacrifice $295. Call 559-447-5066.

Garage Sale

Garage Sale - Saturday October 6
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 37240 Cloverleaf.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in both

continuous and standard rain gutters.
Unusual jobs. Air conditioning service
also available. Yearly cleaning. 29 years
working in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Handyman Services

Rancho Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Rancho
Handyman. Whether the job is big or
small the Handyman can do it all. Call
Ohan for estimates. Now available:
house painting. Call 645-6924.

Investment & Loans

Money To Loan Service – Oro
Financial. Able to loan today. Credit
not a problem. Cash for trust deeds.
Mobile home on land. Call 438-9999.

Junk Hauling

Junk Removal - You call, I haul.
Brush, appliances, tires, T.V.s, metal
furniture, etc. Reasonable rates. Call
Tim Polach at 559-822-6400.

Painting Services

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in
the West” for over 35 years. Call 674-
2320. Lic. #313070.

Texture Coat Painting - Call Frank
at 645-4113.

Plants

FREE! - Pond plants free to good
home. Call 645-4948.

Playhouses Wanted

Looking for outdoor Little Tykes
playhouses, new or used. Call 352-
5441.

Spa Service

Spa repair, maintenance, service and
transport. Jet tub repair also. Call
Dave at Mr. Wrench Spa Repair 474-
3224.

Tractor Services

Tractor discing, grading, mowing,
trenching, drilling, home irrigation sys-
tems. Call Tomas at 645-4932.

Tractor work, discing, rototilling, weed
cutting. Bobcat work, drilling post
holes, trees, trenching and clean ups.
Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching and concrete
work. Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-
1500.

Tractor work, lot discing, mowing and
scraping. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Utility Services

Underground utilities installed. Call 645-1500.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special. Most windows $5
inside/out. Screen and track included. Prices may
vary for non-standard windows. Hard water stain
and cobweb removal available. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.

9/07

9/07

Do You Like to Write?

call 645-0634

TThhee  RRaanncchhooss  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
is looking for a few good
men and women to write
for the best little paper in
the Central San Joaquin Valley.

Do You Have an
Inquiring Mind?
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SHOWROOM
14586 Highway 41
Madera, CA 93636

(4 miles North
of Children’s Hospital)

License #865511

AVE 15

NAVE 14 1/2

HERNDON

CGM

9/07

Keep Your Cool
While You Prepare For Winter!

Keep Your Cool
While You Prepare For Winter!

9/07

SUDOKU
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The Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce

Invites You to the Annual

Sacramento
Legislative
Update

Wednesday, Oct. 3 • 7 p.m.
Ranchos/Hills Seniors’ Center

37330 Berkshire Dr.

with Special Guest
State Assembly Republican Leader

Mike
Villines

Frank
Bigelow

Guest Speaker

Madera County
District 1 Supervisor

Topics Will Include:

• Term Limits
• Redistricting
• Healthcare

• “Job Killer” Bills
• What’s Good and What’s Bad in California Right Now

We hope you can join us for
an interesting and informative evening.

Ranchos/Hills Seniors’ Center
37330 Berkshire Dr. • On the
corner of Berkshire & Fernwood

AVE. 12

BERKSHIRE
F
E
R
N
W
O
O
D

M
A
Y
W
O
O
D

For information call 645-4001 • Refreshments to be served
9/07
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