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Click on “Local News” at 

The assassination of Charlie Kirk was 
not just the killing of a brilliant young 
mind, a husband, and a father; it was an at-
tempt to kill the truth. It was an attempt to 
kill a movement of young adults engaging 
in public discourse about the essential 
truths of humanity. And it was an attempt 
to kill civility. 

This is not to say that everything Char-
lie said was true; I don’t think that is the 
case for any of us. But Charlie Kirk en-
gaged the arena of ideas more coura-
geously, more robustly, more civilly, and 
with more faith than just about anyone in 
the public square today, which is why he 
had such a following among the youth. He 
was different. 

He did not, as far as I could tell, use the 
inflammatory language so common in 

today’s public discourse. He was obviously 
a staunch conservative and a man of gen-
uine faith, with firm convictions and a pre-
ternatural gift for debate, all of which got 
him killed. But his conservativism was not 
ideological or partisan. It came from con-
viction, well-reasoned conviction. 

The loss of Charlie Kirk at the hands 
of yet another practitioner of the culture of 
death is a tragedy for the country since he, 
more than anyone else, attempted good 
faith efforts to model civil discourse and de-
bate in the public square. His hallmark 
characteristic was to use speech, with pa-
tience and kindness, not violence, to ad-
dress divisive issues. You might disagree 
with him, but he would give anyone a gen-
uine hearing and then respond. 

The assassin and those who are pleased 

with the fact that Charlie Kirk is no longer 
in the public arena fail to understand that 
what was attacked was not so much a man 
as the idea that the truth is more powerful 
than a bullet. 

This sort of violence is a tacit admis-
sion that untruths are not powerful enough 
to combat the truth. It is cowardice, but also 
the fruit of the failure of lies. Yes, there is 
profound loss with the death of Charlie, but 
the truth that he relentlessly pursued cannot 
be killed. In the end, truth will prevail. 

Just by telling the truth, we can defeat 
evil. This, I hope, is part of Charlie’s 
legacy. The best way to respond to this 
tragedy is with truth, since the light of truth 
is what destroys lies, even violent lies. 

We are living through a perilous mo-
ment in history. Wars in Ukraine and the 
Middle East threaten lives and peace every-
where. The cold civil war that exists in our 
country is heating up and threatens wide-
spread violence. To acknowledge obvious 
truths is becoming increasingly dangerous. 

And yet each of us has an obligation to 
speak the truth. We may not be able to do it 
as cleverly as Charlie did, but we must be 
willing to risk everything for the truth. We 
must give ourselves to the truth with the be-
lief that even in death, the truth will prevail. 
Simply by telling the truth, evil and un-
truths will be defeated. 

We are in a serious struggle for our 
freedoms and our culture, and the murder 
of Charlie Kirk seems to be an inflection 
point. Where do we go from here? There is 
a danger that his death will lead to more vi-
olence. Anger over his death is certainly 
justified, but violence will not win the day. 
The virtues that Charlie exhibited are 
what’s needed: Patience and kindness with 
a firm commitment to the truth. 

Sadly, the open – and at times violent 

– hostility toward people of traditional faith 
in this country is becoming a new normal. 
Yes, there are examples of conservatives 
behaving badly, but it is obvious that the vi-
olence building in our country is directed at 
people of traditional faith. 

We are not facing the systematic per-
secution of Nero, but the persecution is real, 
nonetheless. Lives are being lost, but the 
culture of death is destructive in other ways 
as well. My two teenage children were both 
fans of Charlie Kirk. On Wednesday, their 
innocence was taken away. They now know 
that to hold ideas that conflict with the pro-
gressive Left means that they, too, are hated 
and that hatred can turn violent. 

Ultimately, of course, the response can 
only be an unwavering commitment to the 
truths of the Gospel. Belonging to God al-
lows us to defeat lies and deception. Char-
lie Kirk was a Christian and outspoken 
about his faith. We’ve been learning that his 
wife went to daily Mass and that Charlie 
sometimes went with her. His murder can-
not be separated from the fact that he had 
deep, personal faith. 

The Christian faith is not safe. It re-
quires a commitment to the truth that de-
mands sacrifice. Let’s hope, not the 
sacrifice of one’s life, but our life is about 
the eternal, and it requires a commitment to 
the truth. If necessary, the commitment of a 
martyr. 

Let us pray that Charlie’s life will in-
spire more of us courageously to commit to 
the truth regardless of the risk. 

 
Jayd Henricks is the President of 

Catholic Laity and Clergy for Renewal and 
the former Executive Director of Govern-
ment Relations at the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. This article originally 
appeared at www.thecatholicthing.org. 

Notice is hereby given that Gover-
nor Newsom has ordered a Special Elec-
tion on Tuesday, Nov. 4, regarding  
Proposition 50, the Election Rigging Re-
sponse Act (Assembly Constitutional 
Act 8). For this election, ballots will be 
mailed out starting Oct. 6. and Drop 
boxes will be open to receive ballots on 
Oct. 6. The last day to register to vote 
will be Oct. 20.  

11-Day vote centers will open, on 
Oct. 25. and 4-Day vote centers will 
open on Nov. 1. 

 
Important Reminder: As with every 

election, if you return your ballot by 
mail, it must be postmarked by Election 
Day Nov. 4, 2025.

Special Election
Riverstone was being plagued by a 

rash of vehicle burglaries, but with the ar-
rest of 38-year-old Felipe Martinez Med-
ina of Fresno by Madera County Sheriff’s 
Office, the burglaries have stopped. 

Between Aug. 28 and Sept. 2, Madera 
County Sheriff's Office received multiple 
reports of burglaries from unlocked vehi-
cles in Riverstone. The things stolen 
ranged from a firearm, a tool kit and a 
stereo, to vehicle keys, mail and other 
property. Sheriff’s Deputies used home 
surveillance footage to help in their inves-
tigation. It was this footage that helped 
identify the suspect vehicle, a black mid-
sized SUV. They were then able to trace 
the vehicle to a 2008 Ford Edge and to the 
identification of Medina. Upon checking 

Medina’s record, it was discovered he was 
on Post Release Community Supervision 
for a prior stolen vehicle offense. He was 
also arrested in Fresno on Sept. 2nd with 
another stolen vehicle. Search warrants 
were obtained for his home, which led to 
the recovery of stolen mail and other prop-
erty linked to yet another case in Clovis. 

"Those who target Madera County 
should think twice,” said Sheriff Tyson 
Pogue. “Our communities are protected by 
strong law enforcement and advanced 
technology. Criminals will be stopped, 
caught and prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law." 

Madera County District Attorney 
Sally Moreno said, "My office will ag-
gressively prosecute those who victimize 

Madera County residents. Criminals need 
to know that we will hold offenders ac-
countable and seek justice for our commu-
nity.” 

Rash of Vehicle Robberies in Riverstone Resolved

Felipe Martinez Medina, 38, of Fresno 
was booked by Madera Sheriffs.
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By Sally Rowden 
 
We had the pleasure of having Madera 

County District Attorney, Sally Moreno, as a 
guest speaker. Sally brought with her Callie the 
Comfort and Support 
Dog for crime vic-
tims and witnesses, 
particularly children. 
Callie is a rescue dog 
and was trained 
through the Valley 
State Prison Freedom 
Dog Program. She re-
sides with Sally and 
her family.  

Callie displayed 
her very calm and 
welcoming presence. When on the job, she 
helps with witnesses’ anxiety and accompa-
nies children during interviews, examinations 
and in the courtroom. Thank you, Sally and 
Callie, for your inspirational visit. 

Both Mona Diaz and Sally Rowden at-
tended the installation for our incoming Divi-
sion 5 - Lieutenant Governor for 2025-2026, 
Dr. Ray Portales. This was held on Sunday, 
Sept. 14. A fun event with yummy banana 
splits being served.  

A highlight for us was receiving the Dis-

tinguished Division 5 - Kiwanis Club Award. 
The out-going Lieutenant Governor, Rose-
mary Hernandez, was to honor a club she felt 
served their children and communities with 
dedication, inspiration, and commitment. 

Rosemary shared that 
although the Madera 
Ranchos is a smaller 
club, the work it does 
for its children and 
communities is highly 
impressive. To each 
of our members, 
thank you for your 
giving and sharing of 
time that allows our 
club to be successful.  

A few projects 
we will be working on in October include our 
Christmas/Winter Prize Basket which should 
be out on display in our communities very 
soon. You’ll be able to obtain tickets to be-
come the exciting recipient of this well-sup-
plied basket. All funds go toward our high 
school, middle school and elementary school 
scholarships, and awards we present to stu-
dents at the end of the school year in 2026.  

Our Installation of Officers for 2025-
2026 will be happening in October. Sally 
Rowden is the in-coming president and An-

drea Pille is the in-coming secretary with 
Marie Cameron as our treasurer.   

We are planning to attend the Sierra 
View Elementary School Carnival on 
Friday, Oct. 24. This should be an excit-
ing event for the children and families. 
And it should be beautiful fall weather. 

If you have an interest in being part 
of a giving and sharing group for our 
children and our communities, come and 
join us. We meet on the second and 
fourth Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 
The location is Second Son Brews in the 
Maywood Shopping Center – 37167 Av-
enue 12, Suite 4C in the Ranchos.  

We have a guest speaker monthly to 
keep us updated on community business, 
health subjects, and/or events taking 
place. At our first October meeting a 
Speech Language Pathologist, Theresa 
Azparren, will be sharing information on 
our voice development as we become 
“seasoned.” 

Besides joining us to give back to 
others, you will be receiving usable self-
information through our varied guest 
speakers. Come visit. If you have any 
questions or would like to be a Guest 
Speaker, please email Sally Rowden at 
rowdensally2@gmail.com. 

Callie is Madera County’s Comfort and Support 
Dog for crime victims and witnesses, particularly chil-
dren. Callie is a rescue dog that was trained through the 
Valley State Prison Freedom Dog Program. 

Sally Rowden and Mona Diaz, left, receive the 
Kiwanis Division 5 Distinguished Club Bell Award 
for the Ranchos Kiwanis Club from Dr. Ray Portales, 
Kiwanis Division 5 Incoming Lt. Governor, and Rose-
mary Hernandez, Outgoing Lt. Governor. The award 
will be housed in the Madera Ranchos for the 2025-
2026 year.

Inspiring Guests Bring Uplifting News for Madera Ranchos Area Kiwanis Club
Kiwanis Korner

 
If you have an interest in being 

part of a giving and sharing group for 
our children and our communities, 
come and join us. We meet on the sec-
ond and fourth Thursday evenings at 
6:30 p.m. at Second Son Brews in the 
Maywood Shopping Center . 
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GO 
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long

Page 4    

Say you saw it in
the Independent

9/25
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Letters
Dear Editor: 

My homeowners insurance was can-
celled a couple years back. I have not found 
affordable insurance since. I've been denied 
for the following reasons(purportedly). 

• Our subdivision is under threat of 
wildfires due to insufficient fire breaks 
along adjacent grazing lands — to which I 
do agree. This area experiences high winds 
daily. And 16-20' breaks will easily be 
breached by flying embers. Many proper-
ties within our subdivision are also in vio-
lation of fire prevention ordinances. Is this 
situation no longer being monitored? 

• Secondly, I have been refused cover-
age because there is not a fire hydrant or 
fire station within 5 miles of my home. Sta-
tion 19 is 5.2 miles away. It's been that way 
for 40-50 years. But with the density of 

homes today, this needs serious considera-
tion. The Tesoro Viejo subdivision has a 
modern fire station. 

With just a little more consideration 
the station could have been placed West of 
that project and served both communities. 
Are there any plans for a new fire station 
to protect our community? 

• As it stands now, I would have a dif-
ficult time selling my home as prospective 
buyers applying for a mortgage would be 
denied for lack of insurance. Lowering the 
value of my property and property taxes to 
Madera County. 

P.S, I've worked as a volunteer fire-
fighter with Madera County Fire/CDF. 

 
Don Helms 
Madera Ranchos
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“A recession 
is when your 

neighbor loses 
his job. A 

depression is 
when you lose 

yours. Recovery 
is when Jimmy 
Carter loses 

his.”

Guest Editorial

A recent post by Elon Musk on X 
has ignited a firestorm by highlighting 
a stark graph depicting “2023 Com-
bined Violence Rates by Party.” The 
graph shows a towering blue bar for 
Democrats at 21,765 — dwarfing the 
red Republican bar at a mere 858. This 
isn’t just about general crime; it’s a 
damning indictment of how Democrat-
run cities breed chaos, often spilling 
over into outright political violence. 
Musk’s amplification underscores a 
truth conserva-
tives have known 
for years: Almost 
all political vio-
lence in America 
stems from the 
radical left and the 
Democrats who 
enable it. From 
historical assassi-
nations to modern 
riots and targeted 
killings, the evi-
dence is over-
whelming — and 
it’s backfiring on the left as Americans 
wake up to their dangerous agenda. 

This graph is a snapshot of a 
deeper pattern where Democrat poli-
cies like soft-on-crime prosecutors, de-
fund-the-police madness and open 
borders create breeding grounds for vi-
olence. In cities like Chicago, New 
York and San Francisco — all under 

decades of Democrat control — homi-
cide rates soar, and political extremism 
festers. And when that violence turns 
political, it’s almost exclusively from 
the left. Take the tragic assassination 
of Turning Point USA founder Charlie 
Kirk just last week at a college event. 
Kirk, a vocal conservative advocate, 
was gunned down in what Republicans 
are calling a direct result of leftist rhet-
oric demonizing the right. House Re-
publicans have demanded an 

investigation into 
left-wing net-
works, pointing to 
a pattern of incite-
ment that goes be-
yond one 
incident. 

As one Town-
hall columnist put 
it, this is the “ris-
ing tide of left-
wing political 
violence,” fueled 
by Democrats 
who justify ag-

gression in the name of “social jus-
tice.” The response from Democrats? 
Predictably tone-deaf. Rep. Seth Moul-
ton’s deranged remarks downplaying 
the violence as part of a broader “prob-
lem” ignored the left’s culpability, 
while a Democrat senator’s thread 
bizarrely tried to equate both sides — 
missing the point that polls nuke the 

Left’s Political Violence 

 
This isn’t hyperbole; it’s 

data-backed reality. The left’s 
extremist policies — pushing 
gender ideology, racial division, 
and unchecked immigration — 
have led them to extreme sup-
pression of dissent, including vi-
olence. 

 

narrative of equivalence. A recent poll 
shredded CNN’s talking points, show-
ing the left is far more likely to justify 
political violence and even celebrate 
deaths like Kirk’s. This isn’t hyper-
bole; it’s data-backed reality. The 
left’s extremist policies — pushing 
gender ideology, racial division, and 
unchecked immigration — have led 
them to extreme suppression of dis-
sent, including violence. As Chloe 
Trapanotto noted on her show on X, 
the media lies about symmetry be-
tween left and right violence, but it’s 
not even close. 

Look no further than the two as-
sassination attempts on President Don-
ald Trump this year alone. The first, in 
Butler, Pennsylvania by Thomas 
Matthew Crooks, was spun by the 
media as a “Republican” act because 
of his registration — but conservatives 
knew better. Crooks donated to Act-

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 16
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Summer needs to leave. 
It has had its time. Autumn is right 

backstage just waiting to make an en-
trance, but summer is that theater girl in 
middle school who thinks the whole au-
dience is here to see her rather than 
their own kids. I get to work and it’s 
cool and crisp and lovely and I think, fi-
nally, autumn is taking centerstage. 
Then I come out for lunch and summer 
is back for her fifth encore. Someone 
needs to grab the old stage hook and 
drag her away.   

Listen, I know I’m supposed to feel 
wistful about the long days of sunshine 
and the warmth and the tan lines, but none 
of that appeals to me. Well, I don’t mind 
sunshine, but I don’t need it to hang 
around past eight. Also, I’m not a fan of 
sweating, especially when I’m not doing 
anything more than simply existing, so 
anything above about 85 degrees is a no 
from me. And I don’t get tan lines any-
way. I get red. Ex-
tremely red. Then 
it peels away to re-
veal my standard 
lighter shade of 
pale, so I would 
rather just slather 
on the sunscreen 
and skip the unnec-
essary trip to lob-
sterville. I can only 
fake tan, which I 
can accomplish 
just as easily when 
the temperature outside is a blissful 72 
and the sun sets at 6:30.  

Every commercial and social media 
post by some smug person who owns a 
boat insists that summer is the best. Well, 
some of us have jobs, buddy, and I don’t 
actually know anyone with a boat. Sum-
mer, to me, is just working the same hours 
I always work but then having to walk to 
my car at the end of the day with sweat 
dripping down my back and wondering 
why they can make a self-driving vehicle, 
but they can’t actually make a deodorant 
that lasts all day.  

Fall, on the other hand, fall is my sea-
son. The mornings become crispy and 
fresh. The evenings cool off before the 
sun actually sets, even though it’s setting 
earlier. Also, the simple fact that the sun 
is setting earlier, which makes my early 
to bed, early to rise schedule a little more 
in line with circadian rhythms and what-
not. The trees set themselves on prover-
bial fire in stunning blasts of color. Okay 
… as a color-blind person I can’t fully ap-
preciate this, but I see enough of it to 

Summer Needs to Leave

know it’s breathtaking. A definite win for 
autumn.  

Let’s not forget the bugs. Fall not 
only brings the end of triple-digit weather, 
but also the end of getting eaten alive by 
monstrous mosquitoes season. I don’t 
know what purpose mosquitoes actually 
serve, and I don’t care; they’re sneaky, 
I’m itchy, and I’m glad they are going off 
to whatever their next big adventure is. I 
do not wish them luck.  

I know it’s 
awfully basic of 
me to love autumn 
this much. If it 
helps, I hate every-
thing pumpkin 
spice. Somehow, 
it’s in everything, 
not just lattes. It’s 
pumpkin spice 
takeover season; I 
could do without 
that. I am still 
pretty basic about 

the fall fashion, though. Heaven help me, 
give me sweaters and leggings and boots, 
oh my. I love all the layers that create all 
the right angles and shadows. Adorable 
jackets that tie the outfit together per-
fectly. And the socks. Real socks. Not 
those flimsy no-show things that slide off 
your heel and ruin your faith in humanity. 
Actual, cozy, heart and foot-warming 
socks.  

The world slips from smells of sun-
screen and sweat to wood burning fire-
places and spices. There are other spices 
besides pumpkin, people. Summer 
screams fast paced, cramming all the 
memories you can make into a short cou-
ple of months, which was great when you 
were a kid and you had nothing else to do. 
Who has time to make a whole season of 
memories when there’s a 40-hour work 
week to deal with, groceries to get, food 
to cook, a house to clean and other vari-
ous adulting responsibilities that take up 
way too much time. Fall hands you a 

 
Listen, I know I’m supposed to 

feel wistful about the long days of 
sunshine and the warmth and the 
tan lines, but none of that appeals 
to me. Well, I don’t mind sunshine, 
but I don’t need it to hang around 
past eight.  

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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I  w a s  r e c e n t l y  o n  a n  a p p  
t h a t  w a s  n o t  e a s y  t o  n a v i g a t e .  
T h i n g s  w e r e n ’ t  w h e r e  I ’ d  e x -
p e c t  t o  f i n d  t h e m .  I n f o r m a t i o n  
w a s  m i s s i n g ,  f e a t u r e s  w e r e n ’ t  
l a b e l e d  c o r r e c t l y ,  a n d  e v e n t  
d a t e s  h a d  p a s s e d .    

A  w e l l - d e s i g n e d  a p p  p r o -
v i d e s  a  c l e a r  p a t h  t o  w h a t  y o u  
n e e d .  R e l a t e d  i t e m s  a r e  
g r o u p e d  a n d  l a b e l e d  l o g i c a l l y  
a n d  u n n e c e s -
s a r y  c l u t t e r  
r e m o v e d .  
Y o u r  k i t c h e n  
s h o u l d  w o r k  
t h e  s a m e  w a y .  

I s  y o u r  
k i t c h e n  m i s s -
i n g  t h e  m a r k ?  
A r e  i t e m s  
h a r d  t o  f i n d ?  
D o  l a b e l e d  
s h e l v e s  n o  
l o n g e r  m a t c h  
t h e i r  c o n -
t e n t s ?  A r e  
c a b i n e t s  c l u t -
t e r e d  w i t h  
e x t r a  m u g s ,  
f o o d  s t o r a g e  
c o n t a i n e r s ,  o r  
p o t s  y o u  
h a v e n ’ t  
t o u c h e d  i n  y e a r s ?  A r e  e x p i r e d  
i t e m s  g o i n g  u n n o t i c e d ?  T h e s e  
t i p s  a n d  t o o l s  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  
r e s t o r e  o r d e r  a n d  c r e a t e  a  
k i t c h e n  t h a t ’ s  a s  i n t u i t i v e  a s  a  
g r e a t  a p p .  

P u r g e  &  s o r t  –  M e t h o d i -
c a l l y  c l e a r  o u t  c a b i n e t s  a n d  
d r a w e r s .  E v a l u a t e  e a c h  i t e m :  
I s  i t  s t i l l  r e l e v a n t  t o  y o u r  c u r -
r e n t  l i f e s t y l e ?  T h a t  c a k e - d e c -
o r a t i n g  k i t  f r o m  a  d e c a d e  a g o  

C l e a r i n g  t h e  P a t h  
t o  a  

U s e r - f r i e n d l y  K i t c h e n

o r  t o d d l e r  p l a t e s  f o r  k i d s  n o w  
i n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  m i g h t  
n e e d  t o  g o .  A p p l y  t h e  " n e e d ,  
u s e ,  o r  l o v e "  t e s t  —  e v e r y  
i t e m  m u s t  e a r n  i t s  k e e p .   

A v o i d  t h e  t r a p  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  
“ N o w  t h a t  I ’ v e  f o u n d  i t ,  I ’ l l  
u s e  i t . ”  I f  i t ’ s  b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  
t h i s  l o n g ,  i t ’ s  u n l i k e l y  t o  b e  
u s e d  n o w .  K e e p  t r a s h  a n d  d o -
n a t i o n  b a g s  n e a r b y  f o r  a n y -
t h i n g  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  p a s s  t h e  
t e s t .  T o s s  e x p i r e d  d r y  g o o d s  
a n d  o p e n e d  c e r e a l s  u n t o u c h e d  
f o r  m o n t h s .  

A s  y o u  p u r g e ,  s o r t  k e e p e r s  
i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  o n  a  t a b l e  o r  
c o u n t e r :  b a k i n g ,  d i n n e r w a r e ,  
g l a s s e s ,  u t e n s i l s ,  f o o d  s t o r -
a g e ,  c o o k w a r e ,  e t c .  D i s c a r d  
u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p l i c a t e s .  C l e a n  
t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  c a b i n e t s  a n d  
d r a w e r s .   

O p t i m i z e  p l a c e m e n t  –  J u s t  
l i k e  t h e  h o m e  p a g e  i s  t h e  e a s i -
e s t  p o i n t  o f  a c c e s s  o n  a n  a p p ,  
t h e  w a i s t  t o  e y e  r a n g e  i s  t h e  
e a s i e s t  p o i n t  o f  a c c e s s  i n  y o u r  
k i t c h e n .  N o  s t e p  s t o o l s  o r  
b e n d i n g  r e q u i r e d .   

D e t e r m i n e  
w h i c h  c a t e -
g o r i e s  a r e  
u s e d  m o s t  
o f t e n  a n d  
p l a c e  t h e m  i n  
t h i s  p r i m e  
r e a l  e s t a t e .  
F a c t o r  i n  
w h e r e  t h e y ’ r e  
u s e d .  P l a c e  
p o t s ,  p o t h o l d -
e r s  a n d  c o o k -
i n g  u t e n s i l s  
n e a r  t h e  
s t o v e / o v e n .  
D i s h e s  a n d  
g l a s s w a r e  
n e a r  t h e  d i s h -
w a s h e r  o r  d i n -
i n g  a r e a .  
M u g s  n e a r  t h e  
c o f f e e  m a k e r ,  

e t c .   
A d j u s t  c a b i n e t  s h e l f  h e i g h t  

t o  m i n i m i z e  w a s t e d  v e r t i c a l  
s p a c e  a n d  m a k e  t h i n g s  e a s i e r  
t o  r e a c h .  

O r g a n i z i n g  t o o l s  –  T h r e e -
t i e r  c a b i n e t  o r g a n i z e r s  a n d  
t u r n  t a b l e s  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r  v i s -
i b i l i t y  a n d  a c c e s s  —  e s p e -
c i a l l y  i n  c o r n e r s .  C o n t a i n e r i z e  
f r o n t  i t e m s  i n  d e e p  c a b i n e t s  
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Say you saw it in the Independent

 
I s  y o u r  k i t c h e n  m i s s i n g  

t h e  m a r k ?  A r e  i t e m s  h a r d  
t o  f i n d ?  D o  l a b e l e d  
s h e l v e s  n o  l o n g e r  m a t c h  
t h e i r  c o n t e n t s ?  A r e  c a b i -
n e t s  c l u t t e r e d  w i t h  e x t r a  
m u g s ,  f o o d  s t o r a g e  c o n -
t a i n e r s ,  o r  p o t s  y o u  
h a v e n ’t  t o u c h e d  i n  y e a r s ?  
A r e  e x p i r e d  i t e m s  g o i n g  
u n n o t i c e d ?  T h e s e  t i p s  a n d  
t o o l s  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  r e -
s t o r e  o r d e r  a n d  c r e a t e  a  
k i t c h e n  t h a t ’s  a s  i n t u i t i v e  
a s  a  g re a t  a p p .  

 

blanket, flips on the gas fireplace and says, 
“Here. Read a book. You don’t need to go 
swimming now, it’s too chilly outside. 
Would you like a hot chocolate?”  

Summer has plenty to be proud of like 
popsicles, flip-flops, pools and cookouts. 
Still, fall brings you hearty soups, spiced 
apple cider, drinks that don’t sweat through 
the cups, and the best holidays of the entire 
year. Well, OK, Christmas is technically 
winter, but close enough.  

Fall gets me. It doesn’t demand bikinis 

and huge, floppy hats that prevent sunburn, 
and barrels of bug spray. Fall doesn’t judge 
me for staying inside when the sun is blaz-
ing down and there’s no pool nearby to 
jump into and cool off. Fall says, “Hey, 
life’s changing and that’s okay; have some 
crunchy leaves and enjoy the smell of cin-
namon on everything.” Why thank you, 
fall. Don’t mind if I do.  

So, farewell, summer. Take your UV 
Index and your relentless heat with you. 
Don’t let the screen door hit you on the way 
out. Fall and I have plans and some Hal-
loween decorations to put up. 

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

Please see ORGANIZED on P. 12
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H a v e  y o u  h a d  j u s t  a b o u t  
e n o u g h  o f  t h i s  h o t  w e a t h e r ?  I  
k n o w  w e  h a v e n ’ t  h a d  s o m e  o f  
t h o s e  1 1 5  d e g r e e  d a y s  I  r e m e m -
b e r  f r o m  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  I  f o r  o n e  
don ’ t  l i ke  t hose  k inds  o f  r eco rds .  

L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  c a l e n d a r ,  t h e  
f i r s t  d a y  o f  f a l l  w a s  M o n d a y ,  
S e p t .  2 2 .  D o e s n ’ t  t h a t  s o u n d  
g r e a t ?  M a k e s  m e  t h i n k  o f  b e i n g  
a b l e  t o  c o o k  a n d  n o t  w o r r y i n g  
a b o u t  h e a t i n g  u p  t h e  k i t c h e n  o r  
t h e  w h o l e  h o u s e .  

I  t h i n k  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y o n e  
l i k e s  s o u p  ( I  k n o w  s o m e  p e o p l e  
w h o  c o u l d  e a t  s o u p  a n y  d a y  o f  
t h e  y e a r ) ,  s o  
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  
t o  t h e  c o o l e r  
w e a t h e r ,  l e t ’ s  
t a l k  s o u p  t h i s  
m o n t h .   

B a s i c  Ve g -
e t a b l e  S o u p  

1  T  o l i v e  o i l  
1  o n i o n  –  

c h o p p e d  
2  r i b s  c e l e r y  

–  s l i c e d  
2  c a r r o t s ,  

p e e l e d  &  
c h o p p e d  

6  c u p s  v e g e t a b l e s ,  c h o p p e d  
4  C  L i q u i d  
1 5  o u n c e s  c a n n e d  d i c e d  t o m a -

t o e s  
1  T  d r i e d  h e r b s  
½  t s p .  k o s h e r  s a l t  
I n  a  l a r g e  p o t  o r  D u t c h  o v e n  

h e a t  o l i v e  o i l  o n  m e d i u m  h e a t .  
A d d  o n i o n ,  c e l e r y  a n d  c a r r o t s  
a n d  s t i r  a n d  w e l l  c o a t  w i t h  o i l .  
Cook ,  s t i r r i ng  occas iona l ly ,  un t i l  
v e g e t a b l e s  t u r n  g o l d e n .  S t i r  i n  
v e g e t a b l e s ,  l e t  c o o k  f o r  a  f e w  
m i n u t e s ,  s t i r r i n g  o f t e n .  C o v e r  
w i t h  l i q u i d ;  a d d  t o m a t o e s  a n d  
d r i e d  h e r b s  a n d  s a l t .  B r i n g  t o  a  
b o i l .  R e d u c e  h e a t  u n t i l  a  s l o w  
s i m m e r .  C o v e r  a n d  l e t  c o o k  f o r  
a b o u t  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  u n t i l  v e g e t a -
b l e s  a r e  d o n e .  

T h i s  r e c i p e  i s  s o  v e r s a t i l e  
y o u  c a n  d o  j u s t  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  

From Soup to ... Soup!

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  h a v e  
d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  “ B e s t  
O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  G o o d  r e c i p e s  
a r e  t i m e l e s s  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  
e n j o y  t h e m  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(September 2015)
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Click on “Local News” at 

w i t h  i t  –  t h e  v a r i e t i e s  a r e  e n d -
l e s s :  

T h e  6  c u p s  o f  v e g e t a b l e s  c a n  
b e  a n y t h i n g  y o u  o r  y o u r  f a m i l y  
l i k e .  W i t h  t h e  s u m m e r  g a r d e n s  
w i n d i n g  d o w n ,  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r -
e n t  v a r i e t i e s  o f  s q u a s h ,  o k r a ,  
g r e e n  b e a n s ,  p o t a t o e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  
y a m s  o r  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s )  o r  b e l l  
p e p p e r s .  O r  f r o m  t h e  f a r m e r ’ s  
m a r k e t ,  h o w  a b o u t  t u r n i p s  o r  
c a b b a g e .  I f  y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  f r e s h  
v e g e t a b l e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  h o w  a b o u t  
c a n n e d  c o r n ,  o r  g r e e n  b e a n s .  O r  
h o w  a b o u t  f r o z e n  g r e e n  b e a n s ,  
c o r n ,  p e a s  o r  e v e n  a  p a c k a g e  o f  
m i x e d  v e g e t a b l e s .  I f  y o u  a r e  
g o i n g  t o  u s e  b a b y  s p i n a c h  o r  

S w i s s  c h a r d  
w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  
l a s t  f i v e  m i n -
u t e s  o f  c o o k i n g  
b e f o r e  a d d i n g  
t h e m .  

L i q u i d  c a n  
b e  w a t e r  o r  v e g -
e t a b l e  b r o t h  f o r  
y o u  v e g e t a r i -
a n s ,  b u t  t h e  r e s t  
o f  u s  c a n  u s e  e i -
t h e r  c h i c k e n  o r  
b e e f  s t o c k .  I  
r e a d  o n e  r e c i p e  

t h a t  u s e d  V - 8  f o r  a  l i q u i d  –  b u t  
t h a t  w o u l d  b e  y o u r  c h o i c e .  

B e  c a r e f u l  w h e n  a d d i n g  d r i e d  
h e r b s .  R e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
s t r o n g e r  d r i e d  t h a n  f r e s h .  Y o u  
c a n  u s e  d r i e d  b a s i l ,  I t a l i a n  s e a -
s o n i n g ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  y o u  p r e f e r .  

C a r r o t  S o u p  
4  C  h o t  w a t e r  
4  t s p .  i n s t a n t  b o u i l l o n  ( o r  1  

b o u i l l o n  c u b e )  
2  c l o v e s  g a r l i c ,  m i n c e d  
1  o n i o n ,  c h o p p e d  ( a b o u t  1  ½  

c u p s )  
1  r i b  c e l e r y ,  c h o p p e d  
2  T  b u t t e r  o r  o l i v e  o i l  
1  p o u n d  c a r r o t s ,  p e e l e d  a n d  

s l i c e d  
1  l a r g e  p o t a t o ,  c h o p p e d  
½  t s p .  t h y m e  
¼  t s p .  g r o u n d  d i l l  
2  t s p .  k o s h e r  s a l t  
¼  t s p .  b l a c k  p e p p e r  
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1  ½  C  m i l k  
H e a t  w a t e r  a n d  b o u i l l o n  i n  

t h e  m i c r o w a v e  u n t i l  h o t .  M e a n -
w h i l e ,  s a u t é  g a r l i c ,  o n i o n  a n d  
ce l e ry  i n  bu t t e r  un t i l  t ende r  i n  a  
D u t c h  o v e n .  A d d  w a t e r  a n d  a l l  
r e m a i n i n g  i n g r e d i e n t s  e x c e p t  
m i l k .  B r i n g  t o  a  b o i l ,  c o v e r  a n d  
r e d u c e  h e a t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  s l o w  
s immer .  S immer  un t i l  t h e  c a r ro t s  
a r e  d o n e  –  a b o u t  3 0  m i n u t e s .  
P u r e e  i n  s m a l l  b a t c h e s  i n  a  
b l ende r  o r  f ood  p roce s so r .  Or ,  i f  
you  have  an  immer s ion  b l ende r  i t  
wou ld  work  r i gh t  i n  t he  pan .  Re -
tu rn  mix tu re  t o  pan ,  add  mi lk  and  
r e tu rn  t o  t empera tu re  w i thou t  l e t -
t i n g  i t  b o i l .  T h e  m i l k  c a n  b e  
wha tever  you  choose .  To  keep  the  
c a l o r i e s  d o w n  u s e  s k i m  m i l k  b u t  
f o r  a  c r e a m i e r  s o u p  u s e  w h o l e  
mi lk  –  o r  any th ing  i n -be tween .  

Q u i c k  a n d  E a s y  C h i c k e n  
N o o d l e  S o u p  

1  T  B u t t e r  
½  C  c h o p p e d  o n i o n  
½  C  c h o p p e d  c e l e r y  
1  C  c h o p p e d  c a r r o t s  
4  ( 1 4 . 5  o u n c e s )  c a n s  c h i c k e n  

b r o t h  
1  ( 1 4 . 5  O u n c e s )  c a n  v e g -

e t a b l e  b r o t h  
½  p o u n d  c h o p p e d  c o o k e d  

c h i c k e n  
1  ½  C  e g g  n o o d l e s  
½  t s p .  d r i e d  b a s i l  
½  t s p .  d r i e d  o r e g a n o  
S a l t  a n d  p e p p e r  t o  t a s t e  
I n  l a r g e  p o t  o v e r  m e d i u m  

h e a t ,  m e l t  b u t t e r .  C o o k  o n i o n ,  
c e l e r y  a n d  c a r r o t s  i n  b u t t e r  u n t i l  
j u s t  t e n d e r .  P o u r  i n  c h i c k e n  a n d  
v e g e t a b l e  b r o t h s  a n d  s t i r  i n  
c h i c k e n ,  n o o d l e s  a n d  s e a s o n i n g s .  
B r i n g  t o  b o i l ,  t h e n  r e d u c e  h e a t  
a n d  s i m m e r  a b o u t  2 0  m i n u t e s  
u n t i l  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  d o n e .  

D o  y o u  h a v e  a  f a v o r i t e  s o u p  
o r  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o u p ?  I  r e a d  t h a t  
R u t h  G r a h a m  w r o t e  t h a t  w h e n  
h e r  f a m i l y  w a s  i n  C h i n a  a s  m i s -
s i o n a r i e s  h e r  m o t h e r  a l w a y s  
s e r v e d  O y s t e r  S t e w  f o r  C h r i s t -
m a s  m o r n i n g  b r e a k f a s t .  A f t e r  
s h e  a n d  B i l l y  w e r e  m a r r i e d  s h e  
c o n t i n u e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  h e r  
f a m i l y .  

I  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e  l a s t  t w o  
C h r i s t m a s  E v e s  w i t h  R a n d y  a n d  
h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  h e  h a s  s e r v e d  h i s  
w o r l d - f a m o u s  ( s o  h e  s a y s )  C o r n  
C h o w d e r  f o r  d i n n e r .   

L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  c a l e n d a r,  
t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  f a l l  w a s  
M o n d a y,  S e p t .  2 2 .  D o e s n ’t  
t h a t  s o u n d  g re a t ?  M a k e s  
m e  t h i n k  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  
c o o k  a n d  n o t  w o r r y i n g  
a b o u t  h e a t i n g  u p  t h e  
k i t c h e n  o r  t h e  w h o l e  h o u s e .  
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By Melanie Williams 
 
Fall is coming! We celebrate the 

changing of the season with the arrival of 
bright vibrant fall colors. The promise of 
delicious morsels with everything pump-
kin and spice, greets us after a summer full 
of fresh fruits and vegetables. Fall is also 
the time for the Ranchos/Hills Senior Cen-
ter Craft Fair. 

On Saturday, Oct. 6, the Senior Cen-
ter is hosting their Annual Fall Craft Fair 
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The Treasure 
House will be open at the Craft Fair this 
year. Plants will be available in the Scout 
Garden, along with good ideas for fall 
planting. 

We have new vendors, with some of 
our favorite vendors returning to partici-
pate this year. The Tacos Jacinto truck will 
occupy a space, selling the “Best Tacos in 
the Valley, Since 1995.” They are also 
selling a variety of Mexican-style break-

fast and lunch plates at the Craft Fair. 
Vendors include many specialty 

items like leather goods, horseshoe art, 
handcrafted jewelry and homemade prod-
ucts from essential oils. Parking will be 
available along Berkshire Drive and Fer-
nwood Drive. Please respect the neigh-
bors and their property and do not block 
driveways. Call 559-645-4864 between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m., Monday through Friday 
for more info.  

Our monthly potluck is on Thursday, 
Oct. 9 at 6 p.m. The “Trick or Treat, Al-
ways Something Good to Eat” Potluck is 
our October theme. You may want to cel-
ebrate Halloween by wearing some spooky 
accessories for the festivities. We have a 
fun group activity and game night planned. 

Any senior is welcome at our 
monthly potluck events. All seniors need 
to bring a main dish or side dish to share 
for eight to 10 people and their own place 
settings for the potluck and homemade 
desserts are always welcome. If you plan 

to come, please call the Senior Center, so 
we can have enough tables set up for 
everyone. 

The Senior Center has weekly activ-
ities every month for seniors to gather and 
meet other seniors in the community. 
Weekly activities include the Senior Ex-
ercise Classes every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 10 a.m. Card and Table 
Games are scheduled every Thursday at 
12:15 p.m. The Senior Hot Lunch Pro-
gram is available Monday through Friday 
at 11:30 a.m. and Brown Bag Day is on 
Wednesday, Oct. 22 from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

The new Line Dance Class is kickin’ 
up its heels with instructor Jennifer Howe. 
Jennifer is very patient to clarify steps and 
review sequences at a pace that enables 
seniors to learn to line dance. We had a 
great group of novice line dancers during 
August and September. The next sched-
uled classes are Sept. 24, Oct. 8 and Oct. 

22. All Line Dance Classes begin at 2 p.m. 
on every other Wednesday for the fall cal-
endar at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. 

The Indian Basket Weaving Class is 
growing as members sit and visit as they 
learn how to weave beautiful baskets with 
pine needles. The Ranchos “Basket 
Cases” meet on the first and last Tuesday 
each month at 9 a.m. 

A big thank you to Tony Tynan for 
doing some much needed concrete work 
on our parking area and access points to 
the Senior Center. We are very apprecia-
tive for his expertise in improving our fa-
cility. The members of the Senior Center 
thank all the local residents and businesses 
for supporting us to provide a senior com-
munity center in the Madera Ranchos. 

Happy Halloween and enjoy the fam-
ily festivities from the members of the 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. 

Quote for October: “October, the 
month when trees all remind us how beau-
tiful it is to let things go.” --Anonymous 

Senior Report

October Craft Fair at Center
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prime beef • dry aged steaks
specialty GROCERies • BUTCHER SHOP 
FULL SERVICE DELI • MON-SAT 10-7
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Click on “Local News” at 

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Tues-
day, October 14 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and be 
a part of what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001 for more information.

When is the NEXT Chamber of Commerce Meeting? 9/
25

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is reaching out to the Community — the Madera Ranchos, Bonadelle Ranchos, Rolling Hills, Tesoro Viejo 
and Riverstone — about new street banners to adorn Avenue 12 and bring more pride to our community. You can help by donating to this project. Send 
your donation to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera, CA 93636. You may also VENMO a donation to Mike 
Fursman @ Mike-Fursman. If you have a company and would like to donate, you will be recognized on a banner. 

We are all part of this community and we can all be proud of what we can do together. Let’s brighten up our community. 
Thanking all of you in advance, 
Mike Fursman, Golden Valley Chamber President 
All Chamber Board Members

On behalf of Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, we want to extend 
a heartfelt “thank you” for renewing your membership. Your continued support means the 

world to us and plays a vital role in helping us fulfill our mission to the community. 
 

Valley Propane • Timothy Prewitt, DDS. Inc. 
Joliene Mason • Wight Water Pools, Inc. 

 
Mike Fursman, Golden Valley Chamber President 

All Chamber Board Members
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Real Estates o  y o u  c a n  r e m o v e  t h e m  e a s i l y  
t o  r e a c h  t h e  b a c k  i t e m s .   

I n s t a l l  m e t a l  o r  w o o d  s l i d -
i n g  d r a w e r s  i n  c a b i n e t s  f o r  
h e a v y  i t e m s  l i k e  f o o d  p r o c e s -
s o r s ,  i n s t a n t  p o t s  a n d  g l a s s  
b a k e w a r e .  C u t l e r y  a n d  u t e n s i l  
o r g a n i z e r s  p r e v e n t  j u m b l e d  
d r a w e r s  b y  s e p a r a t i n g  m e a s u r -
i n g  s p o o n s ,  s p a t u l a s ,  t o n g s ,  
e t c .  K e e p  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  
u t e n s i l s  i n  a  c a d d y  n e a r  t h e  
s t o v e .  

U s e  l a y - f l a t  s t a c k i n g  w a t e r  
b o t t l e  o r g a n i z e r s .  S t o r e  t r a y s  
a n d  c o o k i e  s h e e t s  i n  v e r t i c a l  

s t a n d s .  L a b e l  b i n s  f o r  p a n t r y  
i t e m s .   

R e s e r v e  c o u n t e r t o p s  –  f o r  
d a i l y  u s e  o b j e c t s  l i k e  a  c o f f e e  
m a k e r ,  t o a s t e r ,  e t c .  F r e e  u p  
c o u n t e r  s p a c e  b y  s t o r i n g  K -
c u p s ,  k n i v e s ,  o r  c a n  o p e n e r s  i n  
u n d e r - c a b i n e t  o r g a n i z e r s .   

Y o u r  k i t c h e n  n o w  h a s  a  
c l e a r  p a t h  f o r  u s e  a n d  u p k e e p .  
R e m e m b e r  —  d o n ’ t  p u t  i t  
d o w n ,  p u t  i t  a w a y .  B o n  A p -
p e t i t !  

 
F o r  m o r e  i n f o ,  c o n t a c t  O r -

g a n i z e d  B y  C h o i c e  a t  5 5 9 - 8 7 1 -
3 3 1 4  o r  e m a i l  t h e m  a t  
i n f o @ o r g a n i z e d b y c h o i c e . c o m .

ORGANIZED cont. from P. 7
9/

25



Page  13
9/

25

By Igal Treibatch 
 

 
My own thoughts without 

taking a political side! 
 
What happened to the middle? 
I wish, I really wish, that we all could 

find the middle. I wish people could step 
up, get out of their comfort zone and talk 
to each other, accept each other as people 
and work honestly toward compromise. 
Acceptance can be a hard thing, but it can 
bring harmony. We are missing harmony. 
I long and wish for peace. 

Along with others, SEMCU is a non-
profit organization that represents the in-
terests of the residents, property owners 

and businesses in Southeastern Madera 
County. Its concerns, among other issues, 
are our community, safety, water, traffic, 
schools, future parks and energy. We in-
vite community members to join SEMCU 
as board members to help shape the 
Southeast Madera County area and help 
make a difference for our families and 
youngsters. Together, we can build a 
stronger, more vibrant community. 

SEMCU meets once per month for 
about an hour at the Madera Ranchos Li-
brary at 37398 Berkshire Dr. in the Ran-
chos, or you may join us online to 
virtually participate. To join online, go to 
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call 
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then 
enter the ID# 83632424343 followed with 
the access code 85422. Our next meeting 
is on Tuesday, Oct. 31, at 6 p.m. at the 
Ranchos Library. Make your voice heard! 

 
SEMCU is “By the Community,  

For the Community”

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents 
& Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will 
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take 
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is 
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 9/
25

• The U.S. postmaster general was in the line of 
succession to the presidency until 1971. 
• There are more mobile phones than people 
alive. 
• In the late 18th century, Sweden's King Gus-
tav III tried to prove that coffee was a deadly 
substance by making one twin drink coffee and the second one tea on a daily basis, 
while betting on which would be the first to succumb. Both twins survived and out-
lived both the king and the doctors conducting the experiment. 
• The longest English word that generally appears in dictionaries is "pneumonoul-
tramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis," the name of a lung disease. 
• Watermelons were often used as canteens by early explorers and travelers. 
• The tobacco industry spends almost $4 billion per year to promote smoking, more 
than is spent advertising and promoting any other product. 
• Black holes aren't black. They glow slightly, giving off light across the whole 
spectrum. 
• The world's largest playable guitar is 43.5 feet long. 
• Before an NHL game, hockey pucks are frozen to make them glide more smoothly 
and reduce bouncing. 
• The ancient Greeks believed that amethysts could ward off intoxication and hang-
overs, so they often drank wine from cups carved from the gemstone. 
• Seven percent of Americans steal toilet paper rolls in hotels or motels. 
• About 70-75% of the world's population does not even use toilet paper. 
• In 2009 a pigeon named Winston raced Telkom, South Africa's largest ISP, to see 
which one could deliver 4GB of data to a location 60 miles away the fastest. By the 
time Winston arrived with the 4GB flash drive, Telkom had transmitted only 4% of 
the data. 
 
Thought for the Day: "The two most important days in your life are the day you are 
born ... and the day you find out why." -- Mark Twain 
 

2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Click on “Local News” at 
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
       IndependentThe
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www.The Ranchos.com

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m. 
37398 Berkshire Dr. • Ranchos Library

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries  in  hours ,  not  days."  
BBB A+ ra t ing .  Epoxy/aggrega te  
spec ia l i s t  too .  Cal l  Bruce  today 
for a free estimate.  559-676-0760.  
 
Chimney Sweep  
 
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces. 
Also clean clothes dryer vents. 
 
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY, 
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332. 
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut te r  Doctor  spec ia l iz ing  in  
both  cont inuous  and  s tandard  ra in  
gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  Re -
pa i r  Main tenance .  26  years  work-
ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   
5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O n e  m o n t h  F R E E !  w i t h  6 -
m o n t h  a r r a n g e m e n t .  4 0  y e a r s  
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  R a n c h o s .  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  
C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 

Property Clean Up  
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
ma in t enance  and  t r e e  t r imming  -  
FREE  ESTIMATES.  P ro fe s s iona l  
a n d  r e l i a b l e .  C a l l  E r i c  a t  5 5 9 -
903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL -  FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP -  AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. 
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump 
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066. 
 
Window Cleaning Services 
 
M o s t  w i n d o w s  s t a r t  a t  $ 5  a n d  
up  - -  ins ide /out  -  Screen ,  t r ack ,  
s i l l s .  Remove hard water  s ta ins  
on home windows, shower doors and 
car windows. C o b w e b  r e m o v a l  
t o o . Fully insured. Call Nick at 285-
1723. 

Free  est imates .  

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

9/25

Blue, the Democrat fundraising arm, 
and his social media reeked of leftist in-
fluences. The second attempt, by Ryan 
Wesley Routh in Florida, was even 
clearer: A hardcore leftist who sup-
ported Ukraine aid, hated Trump, and 
echoed Democrat talking points about 
“democracy” threats These aren’t iso-
lated; they’re part of a continuum where 
Democrats’ inflammatory rhetoric — 
like calling Trump a “fascist” or 
“Hitler” — incites their base to action. 
As Breitbart reported, even MSNBC’s 
Peter Baker admitted the left has en-
gaged in violence, though he weakly 
tried to pivot to Trump’s words. This 
pattern isn’t new. The 2020 BLM and 
Antifa riots, which Democrats cheered 
as “mostly peaceful,” caused over $2 
billion in damage, injured thousands of 
police officers and led to dozens of 
deaths. 

Cities burned while Kamala Harris 
raised bail money for rioters, and Joe 
Biden dismissed the chaos. The Feder-
alist called it out: The left threatened, 
“It votes Biden, or it gets the riots 
again,” using violence as electoral 
blackmail. Contrast that with January 
6 — hyped as an “insurrection” but re-
sulting in no armed takeover — just a 
riot the left uses to criminalize opposi-
tion while ignoring their own far worse 
excesses. Go back further, and the 
left’s violent history is undeniable. In 
2017, a Bernie Sanders supporter shot 
up a Republican congressional base-
ball practice, nearly killing House 
Whip Steve Scalise. Rep. Louie 
Gohmert warned then that such vio-
lence was no surprise given the left’s 
portrayal of conservatives as evil. That 
same year, Sen. Rand Paul was bru-
tally assaulted by a leftist neighbor, 
suffering broken ribs. In 2022, an 
armed man tried to assassinate 
Supreme Court Justice Brett Ka-
vanaugh after Democrats leaked the 
Dobbs decision and whipped up hyste-
ria over abortion. Pro-life centers 
faced a wave of firebombings by 

Jane’s Revenge, a radical left group, 
yet legacy media like ABC and NBC 
buried the story to avoid highlighting 
left-wing terrorism. 

Campus violence is another left-
wing staple. At Berkeley in 2017, antifa 
thugs rioted to shut down conservative 
speakers, beating attendees while ad-
ministrators looked the other way. More 
recently, pro-Hamas encampments 
turned violent, with chants of “Global-
ize the Intifada” calling for murder — 
yet Democrats excused it as “free 
speech.” As Josh Hammer wrote, “… 
we must stop treating these genocidal 
calls as acceptable.” Even in 2022, an 
attack on New York GOP gubernatorial 
candidate Lee Zeldin was dismissed by 
the left, with Ben Domenech predicting 
such violence would worsen under De-
mocrat rule. Historically, Democrats 
have blood on their hands. Abraham 
Lincoln was assassinated by John 
Wilkes Booth, a Democrat sympathizer 
opposed to emancipation. JFK was 
killed by Lee Harvey Oswald, a com-
munist defector to the Soviet Union. 
The Weather Underground, a leftist ter-
ror group in the 1970s, bombed build-
ings in pursuit of revolution. 
Fast-forward, and the left’s embrace of 
violence continues, justified by their 
moral superiority complex. 

Republicans, committed to inalien-
able rights and law and order, reject 
such tactics — proving the right’s 
moral high ground. Elon Musk’s graph 
is a wake-up call: Democrat control 
equals violence, and political violence 
is their specialty. As Americans see 
through the media’s gaslighting, the 
left’s tactics are crumbling. Trump’s re-
silience after two attempts shows the 
MAGA movement’s strength, while 
Kirk’s death galvanizes conservatives. 
The backfire is real — voters are flee-
ing the party of chaos for the party of 
peace. If Democrats want to end the vi-
olence, they should start by looking in 
the mirror. 

 
This article originally appeared on 

whatfinger.com.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

Say you saw it in the Independent 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) While you prefer to meet troublesome situations head-on, you 
might want to stand back from this one until you know what (or who!) started it. Caution should 
be your watchword. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Once again, your common-sense approach to a problem helps 
you sort it out before it gets out of control. Expect to learn some startling facts as events continue 
to develop. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Positive influences dominate your sign, but you'll have to work 
hard to get the great rewards that are out there. Meanwhile, personal relationships thrive on 
tender, loving care. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A friend seems to be drifting away. You might feel betrayed, but 
you need to know the facts before you pass judgment. Perhaps you made too many demands that 
couldn't be met. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) New people start to come into the Lion's life at this time. Some of 
them could influence important career changes. Keep an open mind and weigh all the 
possibilities. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) It's a good time for agreements, contracts, and other 
positive commitments, including one with Cupid. Also, expect good news about a health matter. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A recent change of plans upsets your penchant for 
keeping things in order, but once you adjust to the new situation, you'll be able to make new 
plans. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Aspects favor personal commitments. Family plans 
could include moving to a new home or even to a new city. Be open to any and all considerations. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Both attached and single Archers can expect 
to see a positive reversal in certain relationships that had seemed to be on a collision course to 
nowhere. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Family and friends take priority over everything 
else. Exercise a little more flexibility in your well-planned life so that you can spend more time 
with your kith and kin. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A pesky person who caused you some problems 
recently will soon move out of your life. Meanwhile, an ARIES is ready to help you get a fresh 
start romantically. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Yours is the sign of change and creation. This is a good time 
for you to experience changes that can open up new personal and professional opportunities. 

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

 You love to have fun and enjoy competition. You also 
have a gift for "reading" people and assessing situations.

Born this Week
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TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

 
1. Baxter. 
2. "Diary of a Wimpy Kid." 
3. The deepest and darkest part of the ocean, at  
    depths of 3,000 to 6,000 meters.  
4. Southern Caribbean Sea. 
5. Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
6. Chromophobia. 
7. Tendons. 
8. South Dakota. 
9. John Quincy Adams. 
10. Sapphire. 

Click on “Local News” at 

1. MOVIES: What was the name of Ron Bur-
gundy's dog in "Anchorman"? 2. LITERA-
TURE: The middle school student Greg 
Heffley is the protagonist of which book se-
ries? 3. SCIENCE: What is the Abyssal Zone 
in the ocean? 4. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the 
island of Aruba located? 5. TELEVISION: 
Which city is the setting for the series "Break-
ing Bad"? 6. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the 
fear of colors called? 7. ANATOMY: What 
connects muscles to bones? 8. U.S. STATES: 
Which state is home to the Badlands National 
Park? 9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the 
sixth president of the United States? 10. GEN-
ERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is September's 
traditional birthstone?
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SUDOKU
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