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Truth Cannot Be Killed
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By Jayd ﬂeq_ ks 2

The assassination of Charlie Kirk was
not just the killing of a brilliant young
mind, a husband, and a father; it was an at-
tempt to Kkill the truth. It was an attempt to
kill a movement of young adults engaging
in public discourse about the essential
truths of humanity. And it was an attempt
to Kill civility.

This is not to say that everything Char-
lie said was true; | don’t think that is the
case for any of us. But Charlie Kirk en-
gaged the arena of ideas more coura-
geously, more robustly, more civilly, and
with more faith than just about anyone in
the public square today, which is why he
had such a following among the youth. He
was different.

He did not, as far as | could tell, use the
inflammatory language so common in

today’s public discourse. He was obviously
a staunch conservative and a man of gen-
uine faith, with firm convictions and a pre-
ternatural gift for debate, all of which got
him killed. But his conservativism was not
ideological or partisan. It came from con-
viction, well-reasoned conviction.

The loss of Charlie Kirk at the hands
of yet another practitioner of the culture of
death is a tragedy for the country since he,
more than anyone else, attempted good
faith efforts to model civil discourse and de-
bate in the public square. His hallmark
characteristic was to use speech, with pa-
tience and kindness, not violence, to ad-
dress divisive issues. You might disagree
with him, but he would give anyone a gen-
uine hearing and then respond.

The assassin and those who are pleased

with the fact that Charlie Kirk is no longer
in the public arena fail to understand that
what was attacked was not so much a man
as the idea that the truth is more powerful
than a bullet.

This sort of violence is a tacit admis-
sion that untruths are not powerful enough
to combat the truth. It is cowardice, but also
the fruit of the failure of lies. Yes, there is
profound loss with the death of Charlie, but
the truth that he relentlessly pursued cannot
be killed. In the end, truth will prevail.

Just by telling the truth, we can defeat
evil. This, | hope, is part of Charlie’s
legacy. The best way to respond to this
tragedy is with truth, since the light of truth
is what destroys lies, even violent lies.

We are living through a perilous mo-
ment in history. Wars in Ukraine and the
Middle East threaten lives and peace every-
where. The cold civil war that exists in our
country is heating up and threatens wide-
spread violence. To acknowledge obvious
truths is becoming increasingly dangerous.

And yet each of us has an obligation to
speak the truth. We may not be able to do it
as cleverly as Charlie did, but we must be
willing to risk everything for the truth. We
must give ourselves to the truth with the be-
lief that even in death, the truth will prevail.
Simply by telling the truth, evil and un-
truths will be defeated.

We are in a serious struggle for our
freedoms and our culture, and the murder
of Charlie Kirk seems to be an inflection
point. Where do we go from here? There is
a danger that his death will lead to more vi-
olence. Anger over his death is certainly
justified, but violence will not win the day.
The virtues that Charlie exhibited are
what’s needed: Patience and kindness with
a firm commitment to the truth.

Sadly, the open — and at times violent

— hostility toward people of traditional faith
in this country is becoming a new normal.
Yes, there are examples of conservatives
behaving badly, but it is obvious that the vi-
olence building in our country is directed at
people of traditional faith.

We are not facing the systematic per-
secution of Nero, but the persecution is real,
nonetheless. Lives are being lost, but the
culture of death is destructive in other ways
as well. My two teenage children were both
fans of Charlie Kirk. On Wednesday, their
innocence was taken away. They now know
that to hold ideas that conflict with the pro-
gressive Left means that they, too, are hated
and that hatred can turn violent.

Ultimately, of course, the response can
only be an unwavering commitment to the
truths of the Gospel. Belonging to God al-
lows us to defeat lies and deception. Char-
lie Kirk was a Christian and outspoken
about his faith. We’ve been learning that his
wife went to daily Mass and that Charlie
sometimes went with her. His murder can-
not be separated from the fact that he had
deep, personal faith.

The Christian faith is not safe. It re-
quires a commitment to the truth that de-
mands sacrifice. Let’s hope, not the
sacrifice of one’s life, but our life is about
the eternal, and it requires a commitment to
the truth. If necessary, the commitment of a
martyr.

Let us pray that Charlie’s life will in-
spire more of us courageously to commit to
the truth regardless of the risk.

Jayd Henricks is the President of
Catholic Laity and Clergy for Renewal and
the former Executive Director of Govern-
ment Relations at the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. This article originally
appeared at www.thecatholicthing.org.

Special Election

Notice is hereby given that Gover-
nor Newsom has ordered a Special Elec-
tion on Tuesday, Nov. 4, regarding
Proposition 50, the Election Rigging Re-
sponse Act (Assembly Constitutional
Act 8). For this election, ballots will be
mailed out starting Oct. 6. and Drop
boxes will be open to receive ballots on
Oct. 6. The last day to register to vote
will be Oct. 20.

11-Day vote centers will open, on
Oct. 25. and 4-Day vote centers will
open on Nov. 1.

Important Reminder: As with every
election, if you return your ballot by
mail, it must be postmarked by Election
Day Nov. 4, 2025.

Riverstone was being plagued by a
rash of vehicle burglaries, but with the ar-
rest of 38-year-old Felipe Martinez Med-
ina of Fresno by Madera County Sheriff’s
Office, the burglaries have stopped.

Between Aug. 28 and Sept. 2, Madera
County Sheriff's Office received multiple
reports of burglaries from unlocked vehi-
cles in Riverstone. The things stolen
ranged from a firearm, a tool kit and a
stereo, to vehicle keys, mail and other
property. Sheriff’s Deputies used home
surveillance footage to help in their inves-
tigation. It was this footage that helped
identify the suspect vehicle, a black mid-
sized SUV. They were then able to trace
the vehicle to a 2008 Ford Edge and to the
identification of Medina. Upon checking

Rash of Vehicle Robberies in Riverstone Resolved

Medina’s record, it was discovered he was
on Post Release Community Supervision
for a prior stolen vehicle offense. He was
also arrested in Fresno on Sept. 2nd with
another stolen vehicle. Search warrants
were obtained for his home, which led to
the recovery of stolen mail and other prop-
erty linked to yet another case in Clovis.

"Those who target Madera County
should think twice,” said Sheriff Tyson
Pogue. “Our communities are protected by
strong law enforcement and advanced
technology. Criminals will be stopped,
caught and prosecuted to the fullest extent
of the law."

Madera County District Attorney
Sally Moreno said, "My office will ag-
gressively prosecute those who victimize

Madera County residents. Criminals need
to know that we will hold offenders ac-
countable and seek justice for our commu-
nity.”

Felipe Martinez Medina, 38, of Fresno
was booked by Madera Sheriffs.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden

We had the pleasure of having Madera
County District Attorney, Sally Moreno, as a
guest speaker. Sally brought with her Callie the

tinguished Division 5 - Kiwanis Club Award.
The out-going Lieutenant Governor, Rose-
mary Hernandez, was to honor a club she felt
served their children and communities with
dedication, inspiration, and commitment.

Comfort and Support

Rosemary shared that

Dog for crime vic-
tims and witnesses,
particularly children.
Callie is a rescue dog
and was trained
through the Valley
State Prison Freedom
Dog Program. She re-
sides with Sally and
her family.

Callie displayed

If you have an interest in being
part of a giving and sharing group for
our children and our communities,
come and join us. \We meet on the sec-
ond and fourth Thursday evenings at of
6:30 p.m. at Second Son Brews in the
Maywood Shopping Center .

although the Madera
Ranchos is a smaller
club, the work it does
for its children and
communities is highly
impressive. To each
our members,
thank you for your
giving and sharing of
time that allows our
club to be successful.

her very calm and
welcoming presence. When on the job, she
helps with witnesses’ anxiety and accompa-
nies children during interviews, examinations
and in the courtroom. Thank you, Sally and
Callie, for your inspirational visit.

Both Mona Diaz and Sally Rowden at-
tended the installation for our incoming Divi-
sion 5 - Lieutenant Governor for 2025-2026,
Dr. Ray Portales. This was held on Sunday,
Sept. 14. A fun event with yummy banana
splits being served.

A highlight for us was receiving the Dis-

A few projects
we will be working on in October include our
Christmas/Winter Prize Basket which should
be out on display in our communities very
soon. You’ll be able to obtain tickets to be-
come the exciting recipient of this well-sup-
plied basket. All funds go toward our high
school, middle school and elementary school
scholarships, and awards we present to stu-
dents at the end of the school year in 2026.
Our Installation of Officers for 2025-
2026 will be happening in October. Sally
Rowden is the in-coming president and An-

Marie Cameron as our treasurer.

We are planning to attend the Sierra |8

View Elementary School Carnival on
Friday, Oct. 24. This should be an excit-
ing event for the children and families.
And it should be beautiful fall weather.

If you have an interest in being part
of a giving and sharing group for our
children and our communities, come and
join us. We meet on the second and
fourth Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
The location is Second Son Brews in the
Maywood Shopping Center — 37167 Av-
enue 12, Suite 4C in the Ranchos.

We have a guest speaker monthly to
keep us updated on community business,
health subjects, and/or events taking
place. At our first October meeting a
Speech Language Pathologist, Theresa
Azparren, will be sharing information on
our voice development as we become
“seasoned.”

Besides joining us to give back to
others, you will be receiving usable self-
information through our varied guest
speakers. Come visit. If you have any
questions or would like to be a Guest
Speaker, please email Sally Rowden at
rowdensally2@gmail.com.

Inspiring Guests Bring Uplifting News for Madera Ranchos Area Klwa 1S Club

drea Pille is the in-coming secretary with

Sally Rowden and Mona Diaz, left, receive the
Kiwanis Division 5 Distinguished Club Bell Award
for the Ranchos Kiwanis Club from Dr. Ray Portales,
Kiwanis Division 5 Incoming Lt. Governor, and Rose-
mary Hernandez, Outgoing Lt. Governor. The award
will be housed in the Madera Ranchos for the 2025-
2026 year.

Callie is Madera County’s Comfort and Support
Dog for crime victims and witnesses, particularly chil-
dren. Callie is a rescue dog that was trained through the
Valley State Prison Freedom Dog Program.
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Letters

Dear Editor:

My homeowners insurance was can-
celled a couple years back. I have not found
affordable insurance since. I've been denied
for the following reasons(purportedly).

e Our subdivision is under threat of
wildfires due to insufficient fire breaks
along adjacent grazing lands — to which |
do agree. This area experiences high winds
daily. And 16-20" breaks will easily be
breached by flying embers. Many proper-
ties within our subdivision are also in vio-
lation of fire prevention ordinances. Is this
situation no longer being monitored?

« Secondly, | have been refused cover-
age because there is not a fire hydrant or
fire station within 5 miles of my home. Sta-
tion 19 is 5.2 miles away. It's been that way
for 40-50 years. But with the density of

homes today, this needs serious considera-
tion. The Tesoro Viejo subdivision has a
modern fire station.

With just a little more consideration
the station could have been placed West of
that project and served both communities.
Are there any plans for a new fire station
to protect our community?

* As it stands now, | would have a dif-
ficult time selling my home as prospective
buyers applying for a mortgage would be
denied for lack of insurance. Lowering the
value of my property and property taxes to
Madera County.

P.S, I've worked as a volunteer fire-
fighter with Madera County Fire/CDF.

Don Helms
Madera Ranchos

9/25

. _Sago Rey
- Paln Plantation!

Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of

554-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. + Fresno « www.sagorey.com

More than 20,000

Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

9/25

NEED WALKWAYS, PATIOS
OR DRIVEWAYS?

GET IT DOMNE]

g CALL
innovative hardscapes services
WALKWAYS « PATIOS * DRIVEWAYS * DECORATIVE
CURBS * GRADING * FOUNDATIONS
DEMO/REMOVAL » ROCK HARDSCAPES

CURB APPEAL LOOK * COLOR STAINS
CONCRETE REPAIRS * YARD CLEAN UPS

#l559-718-3554

@omcm

call or text

Say you saw it in
the IS nbepenbent

lﬂbmﬁz@@&ﬁmﬂm@m
forgthelfirslyearnsprompy
m&g@gaﬁj@@
ﬂﬂ?@‘i@ﬂ[@aﬂz@f@@

559-645-5324
the ONLY,

propane company/in; the

us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS
thls season and all year long

PROPANE
6 _5-5324 . 37221 Ave. 12 #ID
Madera Ranchos * Maywood Center

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Guest Editorial

A recent post by Elon Musk on X
has ignited a firestorm by highlighting
a stark graph depicting “2023 Com-
bined Violence Rates by Party.” The
graph shows a towering blue bar for
Democrats at 21,765 — dwarfing the
red Republican bar at a mere 858. This
isn’t just about general crime; it’s a
damning indictment of how Democrat-
run cities breed chaos, often spilling
over into outright political violence.
Musk’s amplification underscores a
truth  conserva-

Left’s Political Violence

decades of Democrat control — homi-
cide rates soar, and political extremism
festers. And when that violence turns
political, it’s almost exclusively from
the left. Take the tragic assassination
of Turning Point USA founder Charlie
Kirk just last week at a college event.
Kirk, a vocal conservative advocate,
was gunned down in what Republicans
are calling a direct result of leftist rhet-
oric demonizing the right. House Re-
publicans have demanded an

investigation into

tives have known
for years: Almost
all political vio-
lence in America

This

historical assassi-
nations to modern
riots and targeted
killings, the evi-
dence is over-

olence.

isn’t hyperbole; it’s
data-backed reality. The left’s

have led them to extreme sup-
pression of dissent, including vi-

left-wing net-
works, pointing to
a pattern of incite-
ment that goes be-

stems  from the oytremist policies — pushing Yond one
radical left and the ender ideolo el ahbs e incident.

Democrats who g gy’_ . i ! As one Town-
enable it. From and unchecked immigration — pay columnist put

it, this is the “ris-
ing tide of left-
wing political
violence,” fueled
by Democrats

whelming — and
it’s backfiring on the left as Americans
wake up to their dangerous agenda.
This graph is a snapshot of a
deeper pattern where Democrat poli-
cies like soft-on-crime prosecutors, de-
fund-the-police madness and open
borders create breeding grounds for vi-
olence. In cities like Chicago, New
York and San Francisco — all under

The Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2025, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-

formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales Emeritus

5 59_6 45_0 6 3 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C » Madera, CA 93636

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www. The Ranchos.com

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“A RECESSION
IS WHEN YOUR
NEIGHBOR LOSES
HIS JOB. A
DEPRESSION IS

¥ WHEN YOU LOSE
'. YOURS. RECOVERY
/IS WHEN JIMMY
CARTER LOSES
His.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

who justify ag-
gression in the name of “social jus-
tice.” The response from Democrats?
Predictably tone-deaf. Rep. Seth Moul-
ton’s deranged remarks downplaying
the violence as part of a broader “prob-
lem” ignored the left’s culpability,
while a Democrat senator’s thread
bizarrely tried to equate both sides —
missing the point that polls nuke the
narrative of equivalence. A recent poll
shredded CNN’s talking points, show-
ing the left is far more likely to justify
political violence and even celebrate
deaths like Kirk’s. This isn’t hyper-
bole; it’s data-backed reality. The
left’s extremist policies — pushing
gender ideology, racial division, and
unchecked immigration — have led
them to extreme suppression of dis-
sent, including violence. As Chloe
Trapanotto noted on her show on X,
the media lies about symmetry be-
tween left and right violence, but it’s
not even close.

Look no further than the two as-
sassination attempts on President Don-
ald Trump this year alone. The first, in
Butler, Pennsylvania by Thomas
Matthew Crooks, was spun by the
media as a “Republican” act because
of his registration — but conservatives
knew better. Crooks donated to Act-

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 16




Page 6

Summer Needs to Leave

Summer needs to leave.

It has had its time. Autumn is right
backstage just waiting to make an en-
trance, but summer is that theater girl in
middle school who thinks the whole au-
dience is here to see her rather than
their own kids. | get to work and it’s
cool and crisp and lovely and I think, fi-
nally, autumn is taking centerstage.
Then | come out for lunch and summer
is back for her fifth encore. Someone
needs to grab the old stage hook and
drag her away.

Listen, I know 1I’m supposed to feel
wistful about the long days of sunshine
and the warmth and the tan lines, but none
of that appeals to me. Well, | don’t mind
sunshine, but | don’t need it to hang
around past eight. Also, I’m not a fan of
sweating, especially when I’m not doing
anything more than simply existing, so
anything above about 85 degrees is a no
from me. And | don’t get tan lines any-
way. | get red. Ex-

.by eryn b. nyre

know it’s breathtaking. A definite win for
autumn.

Let’s not forget the bugs. Fall not
only brings the end of triple-digit weather,
but also the end of getting eaten alive by
monstrous mosquitoes season. | don’t
know what purpose mosquitoes actually
serve, and | don’t care; they’re sneaky,
I’m itchy, and I’m glad they are going off
to whatever their next big adventure is. |
do not wish them luck.

I know it’s

tremely red. Then
it peels away to re-
veal my standard

Listen, I know I’'m supposed to

awfully basic of
me to love autumn

sadley > DRILLING AND
sy~ PUMP SERVICE

_&_
PUMP SYSTEMS
Same Day Service

674-1663
36691 Ave. 12 Family Owned
Madera Ranchos Seuce 1976

9/25

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great

(I‘:Julrmor!lal

&
wenuincides  LOSE WEIGHT
* AM PM AND INCHES TOO

Medications
- Diet Injection

9/25

S

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$20 OFF

1st visit only

;,LS'A DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
=l “\We Are Ver OPEN: Monday - Frida
E X’mﬁda,}{e W 224- 6 7 44 9:00 AM untﬂ);:so PMy

4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

lighter shade of
pale, so | would
rather just slather
on the sunscreen
and skip the unnec-
essary trip to lob-

feel wistful about the long days of
sunshine and the warmth and the
tan lines, but none of that appeals
to me. Well, I don’t mind sunshine,
but | don’t need it to hang around

this much. If it
helps, | hate every-
thing pumpkin
spice. Somehow,

it’s in everything,
not just lattes. It’s
pumpkin spice

sterville. 1 canonly past eight.
fake tan, which 1

can  accomplish

takeover season; |
could do without
that. | am still

just as easily when
the temperature outside is a blissful 72
and the sun sets at 6:30.

Every commercial and social media
post by some smug person who owns a
boat insists that summer is the best. Well,
some of us have jobs, buddy, and | don’t
actually know anyone with a boat. Sum-
mer, to me, is just working the same hours
I always work but then having to walk to
my car at the end of the day with sweat
dripping down my back and wondering
why they can make a self-driving vehicle,
but they can’t actually make a deodorant
that lasts all day.

Fall, on the other hand, fall is my sea-
son. The mornings become crispy and
fresh. The evenings cool off before the
sun actually sets, even though it’s setting
earlier. Also, the simple fact that the sun
is setting earlier, which makes my early
to bed, early to rise schedule a little more
in line with circadian rhythms and what-
not. The trees set themselves on prover-
bial fire in stunning blasts of color. Okay

.. as a color-blind person | can’t fully ap-
preciate this, but | see enough of it to

pretty basic about
the fall fashion, though. Heaven help me,
give me sweaters and leggings and boots,
oh my. I love all the layers that create all
the right angles and shadows. Adorable
jackets that tie the outfit together per-
fectly. And the socks. Real socks. Not
those flimsy no-show things that slide off
your heel and ruin your faith in humanity.
Actual, cozy, heart and foot-warming
socks.

The world slips from smells of sun-
screen and sweat to wood burning fire-
places and spices. There are other spices
besides pumpkin, people. Summer
screams fast paced, cramming all the
memories you can make into a short cou-
ple of months, which was great when you
were a kid and you had nothing else to do.
Who has time to make a whole season of
memories when there’s a 40-hour work
week to deal with, groceries to get, food
to cook, a house to clean and other vari-
ous adulting responsibilities that take up
way too much time. Fall hands you a

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

~BEDROCK -
| /ENGINEERING s "

B . : ) with our clients
A solid foundation for your next project and the
local community

since 2008

Civil Land Underground
Engineering Surveying Locating 559-645-4849
(104 = o
el')lm ) BedRock Engineering
( ) F—— 'S 10878 Hfghway 41
bt Madera
KT /N 8oy
§ www.BedRockEng.com

ARENA SAND « SAND & GRAVEL *
HORSE FOOTING « CRUSHED ROCK
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL -

FILL DIRT e

TOP SOIL »

HUMUS -

BARK e

www.chadstrucking.com

TRUCKING

CA #441782

CHIPS »

RIVER ROCK e

BASE ROCK «

ROCK DUST »

COBBLE STONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP -

f

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-479-4113

Click on ““Local News’ at
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blanket, flips on the gas fireplace and says,
“Here. Read a book. You don’t need to go
swimming now, it’s too chilly outside.
Would you like a hot chocolate?”

Summer has plenty to be proud of like
popsicles, flip-flops, pools and cookouts.
Still, fall brings you hearty soups, spiced
apple cider, drinks that don’t sweat through
the cups, and the best holidays of the entire
year. Well, OK, Christmas is technically
winter, but close enough.

Fall gets me. 1t doesn’t demand bikinis

and huge, floppy hats that prevent sunburn,
and barrels of bug spray. Fall doesn’t judge
me for staying inside when the sun is blaz-
ing down and there’s no pool nearby to
jump into and cool off. Fall says, “Hey,
life’s changing and that’s okay; have some
crunchy leaves and enjoy the smell of cin-
namon on everything.” Why thank you,
fall. Don’t mind if | do.

So, farewell, summer. Take your UV
Index and your relentless heat with you.
Don’t let the screen door hit you on the way
out. Fall and | have plans and some Hal-
loween decorations to put up.

=

Tesoro Viejo

FARMERS MARKET

EVERY THURSDAY

FROM 5P.M. TO8P.M.
TESORO VIEJO TOWN CENTER

FRESH

PRODUCE GOODS

ARTISANAL

FOOD
TRUCKS

FAMILY
ACTIVITIES

@TESOROVIEJOFARMERSMARKET

9/25
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Clearing the Path
to a
User-friendly Kitchen

I was recently on an app
that was not easy to navigate.
Things weren’t where 1’d ex-
pect to find them. Information
was missing, features weren’t
labeled correctly, and event
dates had passed.

A well-designed app pro-
vides a clear path to what you

or toddler plates for kids now
in elementary school might
need to go. Apply the "need,
use, or love" test — every
item must earn its keep.

Avoid the trap of thinking,
“Now that I’ve found it, 11l
use it.” If it’s been forgotten
this long, it’s unlikely to be
used now. Keep trash and do-
nation bags nearby for any-
thing that doesn’t pass the
test. Toss expired dry goods
and opened cereals untouched
for months.

As you purge, sort keepers
into categories on a table or

counter: baking, dinnerware,
glasses, utensils, food stor-
age, cookware, etc. Discard

unnecessary duplicates. Clean
the inside of the cabinets and
drawers.

Optimize placement — Just
like the home page is the easi-
est point of access on an app,
the waist to eye range is the
easiest point of access in your

need. Related items are kitchen. No step stools or
grouped and labeled logically bending required.

and unneces- Determine
sary clutter which cate-
removed. | el . gories are
Your Kkitchen 5 il S _en MISSING seq most
should work the mark? Are items hard often and
the same way. to find? Do labeled place them in
s your shelves no longer match this prime
kitchen miss- thejr contents? Are cabi- 82l  estate.
ing the mark? ¢ e q ith i Factor in
Are itemns [T eXtra \nere they’re
hard to find? Mugs, food storage con- ysed. Place
Do labeled tainers, or pots you pots, pothold-
shelves no haven’t touched in years? ers and cook-
Ion_ger match Are expired items going ing utensils
their con- eed? T i d near the
tents? Are unno 'Ce_ ) ese tips and qi5ye/oven.
cabinets clut- tools will help you re- pishes and
tered with store order and create a glassware
extra  mugs, kitchen that’s as intuitive near the dish-
food _ storage 59 g great app. yvasher or din-
containers, or ing area.
pots you Mugs near the
haven 't coffee maker,

touched in years? Are expired
items going unnoticed? These
tips and tools will help you

restore order and create a
kitchen that’s as intuitive as a
great app.

Purge & sort — Methodi-
cally clear out cabinets and
drawers. Evaluate each item:
Is it still relevant to your cur-
rent lifestyle? That cake-dec-
orating kit from a decade ago

etc.

Adjust cabinet shelf height
to minimize wasted vertical
space and make things easier
to reach.

Organizing tools — Three-
tier cabinet organizers and
turn tables provide better vis-
ibility and access — espe-
cially in corners. Containerize
front items in deep cabinets

Please see ORGANIZED on P. 12
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From Soup to ... Soup!

(September 2015)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, | have
decided to bring you a “Best
Of” of her recipes over the
past 10 years. Good recipes
are timeless and | hope you
enjoy them all over again.

Have you had just about
enough of this hot weather? |
know we haven’t had some of
those 115 degree days | remem-
ber from the past, but I for one
don’t like those kinds of records.

Looking at the calendar, the
first day of fall was Monday,
Sept. 22. Doesn’t that sound
great? Makes me think of being
able to cook and not worrying
about heating up the kitchen or
the whole house.

I think just about everyone
likes soup (I know some people
who could eat soup any day of

'@é Jean Briner

with it — the varieties are end-
less:

The 6 cups of vegetables can
be anything you or your family
like. With the summer gardens
winding down, there are differ-
ent varieties of squash, okra,
green beans, potatoes (including
yams or sweet potatoes) or bell
peppers. Or from the farmer’s
market, how about turnips or
cabbage. If you don’t have fresh
vegetables available, how about
canned corn, or green beans. Or
how about frozen green beans,
corn, peas or even a package of
mixed vegetables. If you are
going to use baby spinach or

-

1% C milk

Heat water and bouillon in
the microwave until hot. Mean-
while, sauté garlic, onion and
celery in butter until tender in a
Dutch oven. Add water and all
remaining ingredients except
milk. Bring to a boil, cover and
reduce heat to maintain a slow
simmer. Simmer until the carrots
are done - about 30 minutes.
Puree in small batches in a
blender or food processor. Or, if
you have an immersion blender it
would work right in the pan. Re-
turn mixture to pan, add milk and
return to temperature without let-
ting it boil. The milk can be
whatever you choose. To keep the
calories down use skim milk but
for a creamier soup use whole
milk — or anything in-between.

Quick and Easy Chicken
Noodle Soup

1 T Butter

Y% C chopped onion

Y% C chopped celery

1 C chopped carrots

4 (14.5 ounces) cans chicken
broth

1 (14.5 Ounces)

can veg-

etable broth

% pound
chicken

1 % C egg noodles

Y tsp. dried basil

Y% tsp. dried oregano

Salt and pepper to taste

In large pot over medium
heat, melt butter. Cook onion,
celery and carrots in butter until
just tender. Pour in chicken and
vegetable broths and stir in
chicken, noodles and seasonings.
Bring to boil, then reduce heat
and simmer about 20 minutes
until everything is done.

Do you have a favorite soup
or a traditional soup? I read that
Ruth Graham wrote that when
her family was in China as mis-
sionaries her mother always
served Oyster Stew for Christ-
mas morning breakfast. After
she and Billy were married she
continued the tradition with her
family.

I have spent the last two
Christmas Eves with Randy and
his family and he has served his
world-famous (so he says) Corn
Chowder for dinner.

chopped cooked

Greate a (g/i,f;t fhcwn, the heart

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

Il

the vyear), so Swiss chard
looking forward wait until the
to the cooler last five min-
weather, let’s Looking at the calendar, utes of cooking
talk soup this the first day of fall was before adding
month.. Monday, Sept. 22. Doesn’t them.
Basic  VeO- that sound great? Makes Liguid = can
etable Soup ; : be water or veg-
1 T olive oil Me think of being able to gtapie broth for
1 onion - cook and not worrying you vegetari-
chopped about heating up the ans, but the rest
2 ribs celery kjtchen or the whole house. Of uscan use ei-
— sliced ther chicken or
2 carrots, beef stock. |
peeled & read one recipe
chopped that used V-8 for a liquid — but
6 cups vegetables, chopped that would be your choice.
4 C Liquid Be careful when adding dried
15 ounces canned diced toma- herbs. Remember that they are
toes stronger dried than fresh. You

1 T dried herbs

Y% tsp. kosher salt

In a large pot or Dutch oven
heat olive oil on medium heat.
Add onion, celery and carrots
and stir and well coat with oil.
Cook, stirring occasionally, until
vegetables turn golden. Stir in
vegetables, let cook for a few
minutes, stirring often. Cover
with liquid; add tomatoes and
dried herbs and salt. Bring to a
boil. Reduce heat until a slow
simmer. Cover and let cook for
about 30 minutes or until vegeta-
bles are done.

This recipe is so versatile
you can do just about anything

can use dried basil, Italian sea-
soning, or anything you prefer.

Carrot Soup

4 C hot water

4 tsp. instant bouillon (or 1
bouillon cube)

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 onion, chopped (about 1 %
cups)

1 rib celery, chopped

2 T butter or olive oil

1 pound carrots, peeled and
sliced

1 large potato, chopped

Y% tsp. thyme

Y4 tsp. ground dill

2 tsp. kosher salt

Y4 tsp. black pepper

¢ 559-824-6336
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee - Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome | A & Glaftd Sudis * Bidgue * Wood Stems

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
| spis 5515 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Click on ““Local News’ at




Golden Valley Baptist Church
Sunday School 9am e Sunday Worship Service 10:30am
Wednesday Life Apps 6:30pm e All Ages
Women'’s Bible Study Thursdays 6:30pm
12414 Road 37 e Madera Ranchos
Email: GoldenValleyBaptistChurch@live.com
559-645-1700 10

" -Qwner/CEO".
. Madé‘fa..__R-anChtls:Re sdert

Room Additions & General Contracting + Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERAQ@AOL.COM (559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

PRIME BEEF - DRY AGED STEAKS

SPECIALTY GROCERIES - BUTCHER SHOP
FULL SERVICE DELT - MON-SAT 10-?

UREG [IAA? £XT
MADERA

A429-3026

www.The Ranchos.com
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Senior Report

October Craft Fair at Center

By Melanie Williams

Fall is coming! We celebrate the
changing of the season with the arrival of
bright vibrant fall colors. The promise of
delicious morsels with everything pump-
kin and spice, greets us after a summer full
of fresh fruits and vegetables. Fall is also
the time for the Ranchos/Hills Senior Cen-
ter Craft Fair.

On Saturday, Oct. 6, the Senior Cen-
ter is hosting their Annual Fall Craft Fair
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The Treasure
House will be open at the Craft Fair this
year. Plants will be available in the Scout
Garden, along with good ideas for fall
planting.

We have new vendors, with some of
our favorite vendors returning to partici-
pate this year. The Tacos Jacinto truck will
occupy a space, selling the “Best Tacos in
the Valley, Since 1995.” They are also
selling a variety of Mexican-style break-

to come, please call the Senior Center, so
we can have enough tables set up for
everyone.

The Senior Center has weekly activ-
ities every month for seniors to gather and
meet other seniors in the community.
Weekly activities include the Senior Ex-
ercise Classes every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday at 10 a.m. Card and Table
Games are scheduled every Thursday at
12:15 p.m. The Senior Hot Lunch Pro-
gram is available Monday through Friday
at 11:30 a.m. and Brown Bag Day is on
Wednesday, Oct. 22 from 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

The new Line Dance Class is kickin’
up its heels with instructor Jennifer Howe.
Jennifer is very patient to clarify steps and
review sequences at a pace that enables
seniors to learn to line dance. We had a
great group of novice line dancers during
August and September. The next sched-
uled classes are Sept. 24, Oct. 8 and Oct.

Ranchos Hills Seniors

fast and lunch plates at the Craft Fair.

Vendors include many specialty
items like leather goods, horseshoe art,
handcrafted jewelry and homemade prod-
ucts from essential oils. Parking will be
available along Berkshire Drive and Fer-
nwood Drive. Please respect the neigh-
bors and their property and do not block
driveways. Call 559-645-4864 between 9
a.m. and 1 p.m., Monday through Friday
for more info.

Our monthly potluck is on Thursday,
Oct. 9 at 6 p.m. The “Trick or Treat, Al-
ways Something Good to Eat” Potluck is
our October theme. You may want to cel-
ebrate Halloween by wearing some spooky
accessories for the festivities. We have a
fun group activity and game night planned.

Any senior is welcome at our
monthly potluck events. All seniors need
to bring a main dish or side dish to share
for eight to 10 people and their own place
settings for the potluck and homemade
desserts are always welcome. If you plan

22. All Line Dance Classes begin at 2 p.m.
on every other Wednesday for the fall cal-
endar at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

The Indian Basket Weaving Class is
growing as members sit and visit as they
learn how to weave beautiful baskets with
pine needles. The Ranchos “Basket
Cases” meet on the first and last Tuesday
each month at 9 a.m.

A big thank you to Tony Tynan for
doing some much needed concrete work
on our parking area and access points to
the Senior Center. We are very apprecia-
tive for his expertise in improving our fa-
cility. The members of the Senior Center
thank all the local residents and businesses
for supporting us to provide a senior com-
munity center in the Madera Ranchos.

Happy Halloween and enjoy the fam-
ily festivities from the members of the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

Quote for October: “October, the
month when trees all remind us how beau-
tiful it is to let things go.” --Anonymous
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is reaching out to the Community — the Madera Ranchos, Bonadelle Ranchos, Rolling Hills, Tesoro Viejo
and Riverstone — about new street banners to adorn Avenue 12 and bring more pride to our community. You can help by donating to this project. Send
your donation to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera, CA 93636. You may also VENMO a donation to Mike
Fursman @ Mike-Fursman. If you have a company and would like to donate, you will be recognized on a banner.

We are all part of this community and we can all be proud of what we can do together. Let’s brighten up our community.

Thanking all of you in advance,

Mike Fursman, Golden Valley Chamber President

All Chamber Board Members

On behalf of Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, we want to extend
a heartfelt “thank you” for renewing your membership. Your continued support means the
world to us and plays a vital role in helping us fulfill our mission to the community.

Valley Propane ¢ Timothy Prewitt, DDS. Inc.
Joliene Mason ¢ Wight Water Pools, Inc.

Mike Fursman, Golden Valley Chamber President
All Chamber Board Members

Whew is the NEXT Chawmber of Conunerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, Tues-
day, October 14 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and be
a part of what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001 for more information.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

= .| SUNDAY SERVICES AT 9 & 10:30 AM
e - CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
i wemes=® o | JR HIGH 2ND SERVICE 10:30 AM
; @iouse cmisincnsen .. M §
_ ® .l YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE .
29 9 | JRHIGH & HIGH SCHOOL i
A 1193 AVE 12 w311 | MONDAYS | 7:00 - 9:00 PM

MADERA, CA 93636 FOLLOW ONLINE TO SEE ALL EVENTS AND TIMES

SEE YOU SUNDAY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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ORGANIZED cont. from P. 7

SO you can remove them easily
to reach the back items.

Install metal or wood slid-
ing drawers in cabinets for
heavy items like food proces-

sors, instant pots and glass
bakeware. Cutlery and utensil
organizers prevent jumbled
drawers by separating measur-
ing spoons, spatulas, tongs,
etc. Keep frequently wused
utensils in a caddy near the
stove.

Use lay-flat stacking water
bottle organizers. Store trays
and cookie sheets in vertical

stands. Label
items.

Reserve countertops - for
daily use objects like a coffee
maker, toaster, etc. Free up
counter space by storing K-
cups, knives, or can openers in
under-cabinet organizers.

Your Kkitchen now has a
clear path for use and upkeep.

bins for pantry

Remember — don’t put it
down, put it away. Bon Ap-
petit!

For more info, contact Or-
ganized By Choice at 559-871-
3314 or email them at
info@organizedbychoice.com.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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JOIN SUPERVISOR WAMHOFF FOR A

TOWNHALL
MEETING

GET AN UPDATE FROM COUNTY
OFFICIALS REGARDING ROADS,
PUBLIC SAFETY & MORE.

= WAMHOFF

-

RANCHOS LIBRARY Q

37398 BERKSHIRE DRIVE

kel
OCTOBER 15, 2025 B2y

5:30-7:uom@

QUESTIONS? 559-662-6010

eal Esta

“Real estate is
my life! I make

dyom' real estate
reams a reality.” j

a3

9/25

J

MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

\ 559-250-6740 « mfotorealtor@gmail.com

. Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

The Luxury
Home Realtor |
an expert in your area! I
559-790-4729 §
Folland@comcast.net IJOUI'IC FOHand
559-790-4729
TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com Folland@comcast.net
BRE #01816346

TIME FOR A HOME CHANGE?

LET ME HELP YOU!

LIF =
Ll

» I ANA MARIE SHERWOOD, REALTOR®
559-903-0855 ¢
RC CglEi:\EII;YI'S ASHERWOOD@REALTYCONCEPTS.COM
DRE LIC. #D1894032

BUYING
SELLING

LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fle®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @gmail.com

DRE 02093132 Real Broker
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By lgal Treibatch

My own thoughts without
taking a political side!

What happened to the middle?

I wish, I really wish, that we all could
find the middle. | wish people could step
up, get out of their comfort zone and talk
to each other, accept each other as people
and work honestly toward compromise.
Acceptance can be a hard thing, but it can
bring harmony. We are missing harmony.
I long and wish for peace.

Along with others, SEMCU is a non-
profit organization that represents the in-
terests of the residents, property owners

and businesses in Southeastern Madera
County. Its concerns, among other issues,
are our community, safety, water, traffic,
schools, future parks and energy. We in-
vite community members to join SEMCU
as board members to help shape the
Southeast Madera County area and help
make a difference for our families and
youngsters. Together, we can build a
stronger, more vibrant community.
SEMCU meets once per month for
about an hour at the Madera Ranchos Li-
brary at 37398 Berkshire Dr. in the Ran-
chos, or you may join us online to
virtually participate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call
in on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then
enter the ID# 83632424343 followed with
the access code 85422. Our next meeting
is on Tuesday, Oct. 31, at 6 p.m. at the
Ranchos Library. Make your voice heard!

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

Calling all Community Members
Moms, Dads, Community Service Personnel!

Are you interested in adv

To learn more email:
info@first5madera.org

ocating for the youngest

children and families?

If so, we have the perfect opportunity for you to make a positive
impact. We are currently recruiting for a Commissioner to
represent the Chowchilla and Fairmead area and their needs. This is
your opportunity to be a part of a team that helps ensure children
have access to quality early learning experiences and development.
To learn more about this opportunity email or click the link above.

* The U.S. postmaster general was in the line of
succession to the presidency until 1971.

e There are more mobile phones than people
alive.

Olrange
« In the late 18th century, Sweden's King Gus- Bw’g
tav 111 tried to prove that coffee was a deadly

substance by making one twin drink coffee and the second one tea on a daily basis,
while betting on which would be the first to succumb. Both twins survived and out-
lived both the king and the doctors conducting the experiment.

* The longest English word that generally appears in dictionaries is “pneumonoul-
tramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis," the name of a lung disease.

» Watermelons were often used as canteens by early explorers and travelers.

« The tobacco industry spends almost $4 billion per year to promote smoking, more
than is spent advertising and promoting any other product.

« Black holes aren't black. They glow slightly, giving off light across the whole
spectrum.

» The world's largest playable guitar is 43.5 feet long.

« Before an NHL game, hockey pucks are frozen to make them glide more smoothly
and reduce bouncing.

* The ancient Greeks believed that amethysts could ward off intoxication and hang-
overs, so they often drank wine from cups carved from the gemstone.

« Seven percent of Americans steal toilet paper rolls in hotels or motels.

» About 70-75% of the world's population does not even use toilet paper.

* In 2009 a pigeon named Winston raced Telkom, South Africa's largest ISP, to see
which one could deliver 4GB of data to a location 60 miles away the fastest. By the
time Winston arrived with the 4GB flash drive, Telkom had transmitted only 4% of
the data.

Thought for the Day: "The two most important days in your life are the day you are
born ... and the day you find out why." -- Mark Twain

2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

‘. — 4 Not everyone
\\\. | needs LS ...

But you might.

k
If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Caesar Dents
& Auto Body Repair

1146 Barstow #G e Clovis

559-797-2528

Auto ¢ Aircraft « Boats
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Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al RCUTS |

]S“I &S

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

559-363-9095

3rd Tuesday of the month ¢ 6 p.m.
37398 Berkshire Dr. « Ranchos Library

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJ1PSIDE joim Us

SUNDAYS|9.& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAVY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent
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Classified

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-

ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.
Housecleaning
One month FREE! with 6-

month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -

References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.
Call either of our LOCAL
numbers: 559-710-0692 or

650-771-2915.

Property Clean Up

Property clean wup, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming -
FREE ESTIMATES. Professional
and reliable. Call Eric at 559-
903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows start at $5 and
up -- inside/out - Screen, track,
sills. Remove hard water stains
on home windows, shower doors and
car windows. Cobweb removal
too. Fully insured. Call Nick at 285-
1723.
Free estimates.

STOP THE PAIN

“We've got your hack”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!
\\‘Q% / !
o=
% \"‘%

ANEY

HIROPRACTIC
& rthabilifotion conter

o 36154 AVE.12 *

660-5262

EDITORIAL cont. fromP. 5

Blue, the Democrat fundraising arm,
and his social media reeked of leftist in-
fluences. The second attempt, by Ryan
Wesley Routh in Florida, was even
clearer: A hardcore leftist who sup-
ported Ukraine aid, hated Trump, and
echoed Democrat talking points about
“democracy” threats These aren’t iso-
lated; they’re part of a continuum where
Democrats’ inflammatory rhetoric —
like calling Trump a “fascist” or
“Hitler” — incites their base to action.
As Breitbart reported, even MSNBC’s
Peter Baker admitted the left has en-
gaged in violence, though he weakly
tried to pivot to Trump’s words. This
pattern isn’t new. The 2020 BLM and
Antifa riots, which Democrats cheered
as “mostly peaceful,” caused over $2
billion in damage, injured thousands of
police officers and led to dozens of
deaths.

Cities burned while Kamala Harris
raised bail money for rioters, and Joe
Biden dismissed the chaos. The Feder-
alist called it out: The left threatened,
“It votes Biden, or it gets the riots
again,” using violence as electoral
blackmail. Contrast that with January
6 — hyped as an “insurrection” but re-
sulting in no armed takeover — just a
riot the left uses to criminalize opposi-
tion while ignoring their own far worse
excesses. Go back further, and the
left’s violent history is undeniable. In
2017, a Bernie Sanders supporter shot
up a Republican congressional base-
ball practice, nearly Kkilling House
Whip Steve Scalise. Rep. Louie
Gohmert warned then that such vio-
lence was no surprise given the left’s
portrayal of conservatives as evil. That
same year, Sen. Rand Paul was bru-
tally assaulted by a leftist neighbor,
suffering broken ribs. In 2022, an
armed man tried to assassinate
Supreme Court Justice Brett Ka-
vanaugh after Democrats leaked the
Dobbs decision and whipped up hyste-
ria over abortion. Pro-life centers
faced a wave of firebombings by

Jane’s Revenge, a radical left group,
yet legacy media like ABC and NBC
buried the story to avoid highlighting
left-wing terrorism.

Campus violence is another left-
wing staple. At Berkeley in 2017, antifa
thugs rioted to shut down conservative
speakers, beating attendees while ad-
ministrators looked the other way. More
recently, pro-Hamas encampments
turned violent, with chants of “Global-
ize the Intifada” calling for murder —
yet Democrats excused it as “free
speech.” As Josh Hammer wrote, “...
we must stop treating these genocidal
calls as acceptable.” Even in 2022, an
attack on New York GOP gubernatorial
candidate Lee Zeldin was dismissed by
the left, with Ben Domenech predicting
such violence would worsen under De-
mocrat rule. Historically, Democrats
have blood on their hands. Abraham
Lincoln was assassinated by John
Wilkes Booth, a Democrat sympathizer
opposed to emancipation. JFK was
killed by Lee Harvey Oswald, a com-
munist defector to the Soviet Union.
The Weather Underground, a leftist ter-
ror group in the 1970s, bombed build-
ings in pursuit of revolution.
Fast-forward, and the left’s embrace of
violence continues, justified by their
moral superiority complex.

Republicans, committed to inalien-
able rights and law and order, reject
such tactics — proving the right’s
moral high ground. Elon Musk’s graph
is a wake-up call: Democrat control
equals violence, and political violence
is their specialty. As Americans see
through the media’s gaslighting, the
left’s tactics are crumbling. Trump’s re-
silience after two attempts shows the
MAGA movement’s strength, while
Kirk’s death galvanizes conservatives.
The backfire is real — voters are flee-
ing the party of chaos for the party of
peace. If Democrats want to end the vi-
olence, they should start by looking in
the mirror.

This article originally appeared on
whatfinger.com.

TO ADVERTISE call 5596430634
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Just Like Cate & DOQS by Dave T. Phipps

OK, THIS TIME DON'T APOLOGIZE
FOR ANYTHING YOU DID UNTIL YOU
KNOW WHAT YOU'RE IN TROUBLE FOR.

LOGOS
PR

BT cBFOR By L.,

MARKETING

645-0634

‘pantasal siyBu ||y ‘ou| ‘eyeoipuls seinjead Buly $2020

@ Nerth Amarica Syndicate, Inc. Warld rights reserved.

“You look a little under the weather, Stormy.”
www.The Ranchos.com

E B DAL

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) While you prefer to meet troublesome situations head-on, you
might want to stand back from this one until you know what (or who!) started it. Caution should
be your watchword.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Once again, your common-sense approach to a problem helps
you sort it out before it gets out of control. Expect to learn some startling facts as events continue
to develop.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Positive influences dominate your sign, but you'll have to work
hard to get the great rewards that are out there. Meanwhile, personal relationships thrive on
tender, loving care.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A friend seems to be drifting away. You might feel betrayed, but
you need to know the facts before you pass judgment. Perhaps you made too many demands that
couldn't be met.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) New people start to come into the Lion's life at this time. Some of
them could influence important career changes. Keep an open mind and weigh all the
possibilities.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) It's a good time for agreements, contracts, and other
positive commitments, including one with Cupid. Also, expect good news about a health matter.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A recent change of plans upsets your penchant for
keeping things in order, but once you adjust to the new situation, you'll be able to make new
plans.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Aspects favor personal commitments. Family plans
could include moving to a new home or even to a new city. Be open to any and all considerations.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Both attached and single Archers can expect
to see a positive reversal in certain relationships that had seemed to be on a collision course to
nowhere.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Family and friends take priority over everything
else. Exercise a little more flexibility in your well-planned life so that you can spend more time
with your kith and kin.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A pesky person who caused you some problems
recently will soon move out of your life. Meanwhile, an ARIES is ready to help you get a fresh
start romantically.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Yours is the sign of change and creation. This is a good time
for you to experience changes that can open up new personal and professional opportunities.

Born this Week.

ou Love to have Fun and enioy competition. You also
. . oty competition. Jon &
have a gift for "reading” people and Assessing situations.

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SET FOR OUR

SoLIE
POWN,
STRIPE |

Lie

1 DUNNO, MAN. :
BEIN' A HENCHMAN, P
A CAUSIN' STRANGERS [
W T GIT SHIPWRECKED.
| THIS AIN'T THE CAREER g
| SAW FER MYSELF. wes

M STRANGER 15 LEADING THEM
M TO A NEW TOWN....

THAT KIN'T BE! THAT WoulD
BE O'ER TWO THOUSAN MILES

1| WHERE WE wuz!

ALONG COASKLINE FROM f

Qrasee. Lot o roen Reorevr
o Lu w‘r'T- B /l

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: What was the name of Ron Bur-
gundy's dog in "Anchorman™? 2. LITERA-
TURE: The middle school student Greg
Heffley is the protagonist of which book se-
ries? 3. SCIENCE: What is the Abyssal Zone
in the ocean? 4. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the
island of Aruba located? 5. TELEVISION:
Which city is the setting for the series "Break-
ing Bad"? 6. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the
fear of colors called? 7. ANATOMY: What
connects muscles to bones? 8. U.S. STATES:
Which state is home to the Badlands National
Park? 9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the
sixth president of the United States? 10. GEN-
ERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is September's
traditional birthstone?
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps 5 4 D 0T U

LoU, LIFE ON THE FARM HAS | [ How ABOUT JOGGING, IR [ FIGURE I SLEEP ABOUT
BEEN A BIT SLOW. INEED | \BIKING OR MAYBE PILATES? | ("yVAR THINKING MAYEE 12 HOURS A DAY, SO | by Linda Thistle
_TO FIND AN ACTIVITY. _/ W O R pEi e YEL )| K SHOULD BE A NATURALL/
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RAT, A TAT TAT {

MAGIC MAZE @ "1 SFOVIE
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— I - Find the listed words in the diagram, They run in all
Find at least six differences in details between panels. UDIBPJIP DAV SIUR] 9 directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
TUSILIP ST POOL] ¢ I2MO0] S1 IYSI] ' “SUIMOYS 10U ST We  IJ3] S UBIA "€ "PIAOW SI JOLIA] “T 19TU0] St Jaded *| :Sa0uaiajficl Unlisted clue hint: PERSON WHO MENDS SHOES

A-Team Croods Incredibles Rescuers
Bellboy Dark Hours Lion King Smurfs
Birds Dirty Dozen LongestDay  Town

Business Godfather Matrix

£2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

www.The Ranchos.com



S ENMCULD

soul'h east madera county unll'ed

' FIRE SEASON IS
! STILL HERE!

' If you are experiencing domestic well or water quality problems, :
" contact “Self-Help Enterprises.” Qualified people may have a water
tank installed or have bottled water delivered, or have work done -
- on a new or existing well. For your needs, call or email:

Water Wells: 559-802-1289 waterwells@selfhelpenterprises.org
.| Water Quality: 559-802-1285 waterquality@selfhelpenterprises.org
. Tank Water: 559-802-1685 tankandhauledwater@selfhelpenterprises.org
LBottled Water 559-802- 1284 bottledwater@selfhelpenterprlses org

HELP YOUR COMMUNITY

We are working on finding grants and other funding
for our community at large, including schools, seniors,
traffic safety, water, and more. Give us your ideas.

SEMCU’s next meeting is in person on Tuesday, October 215t at 6 p.m.
at the Ranchos Library Teleconference Room

37398 Berkshire Drive, Madera Ranchos Library

or online: go to: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the link
by phone: 669-900-6833
& enter meeting ID#: 836 3242 4343 with access code 854 221

559-363-9095 ¢ www.semcu.org e info@semcu.org

EORITHEICOMMUNINY; BYAIHEICOMMUNITY,



