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With increased cars on the road – and an increase 
in accidents, some deadly – Madera County is ready  
to take action on Avenue 12 and Highway 41. 
 
By Daniel Gligich 
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hanges are coming to Avenue 
12 near the Highway 41 in-
tersection after many deaths 
in the area over the years. 
Road improvements will start 

next year and will take 12 to 18 months 
to complete. Long-term traffic improve-
ments include constructing two right-
turn lanes southbound onto Highway 41 
from eastbound Avenue. 12. 

The county also plans to put traffic 
signals at the intersections at Riverstone 
Blvd. Southeast and Riverstone Blvd. 
Southwest. Other improvements include 
constructing a six-lane road from High-
way 41 through Riverwalk Blvd., con-
structing a six-lane to four-lane 
transition road through Road 40 and 
constructing a concrete raised-median 
for the entire corridor from Highway 41 
to Road 40. 

Along with the road improvements, 
Madera County plans to have interim 
improvements in place by the end of the 
month that includes partnering with the 
California Highway Patrol for increased 
enforcement presence along the Avenue 
12 and Highway 41 corridor with a focus 
on speed, cell phone use, DUI and com-
mercial vehicle compliance. Addition-
ally, the county will place “slow down” 
signs at key locations on Avenue 12. 

Home builder signage in right-of-

ways along Avenue 12 between High-
way 41 and Road 40 will be removed 
and the County is also adding a left-turn 
pocket and a temporary signal at River-
stone Blvd. Southwest.  

Madera County Supervisor Jordan 
Wamhoff said the change is a long time 
coming, aimed at quickly rectifying 
growing safety concerns. “The people of 
the Ranchos and southeastern Madera 

County are being heard loud and clear,” 
Wamhoff said. “Along with pressing 
Sacramento for greater enforcement on 
big rigs through the CHP, I’m working 
hard to ensure the County takes the steps 
necessary as quickly as possible to make 
Avenue 12 safe for all travelers.” 

This article appears courtesy of the 
San Joaquin Valley Sun. 
www.sjvsun.com. 

With increased cars on the road – and an increase 
in accidents, some deadly – Madera County is ready  
to take action on Avenue 12 and Highway 41. 
 
By Daniel Gligich 

C
The City of Huntington Beach has  

sued the State of California over a new law 
requiring schools to hide a child’s gender 
transition from parents 

A new law signed by Governor Gavin 
Newsom in July that prohibits schools  
from notifying parents if their child is “gen-
der confused” or “transitioning” to the op-
posite sex, was legally challenged with a 
lawsuit by the City of Huntington Beach on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18. 

America First Legal filed the lawsuit 
on behalf of a group of California parents 
and the City of Huntington Beach against 
California Governor Gavin Newsom, At-
torney General Robert Bonta and the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Tony 
Thurmond. 

Assembly Bill 1955, by Assemblyman 
Chris Ward (D-San Diego), labeled the 
Support Academic Futures and Educators 
for Today’s Youth Act (SAFETY Act), also 
prohibits employees or contractors of 
schools from being required to make such a 
disclosure unless otherwise required by 
law. 

Throughout the year, opponents 
charged that the bill would keep informa-
tion away from parents and erase trans-
parency with parents. However, proponents 
said that it would hurt students who wanted 
to be identified differently and, without the 
law, would let school districts “out” stu-
dents to their parents. The bill proved to be 
very controversial, barely passing in the 
Senate and Assembly in June, with the lat-
ter vote coming within a few votes of fail-
ing. Nonetheless, the bill was passed and 
Gov. Newsom signed the bill into law in 
July. 

Since then, hints of legal challenges 
have been constant. But none were as per-
sistent as the Orange County city of Hunt-
ington Beach. Last month, the Huntington 
Beach City Council drafted a law giving 
parents the right to know about changes in 
their child’s gender identity. Earlier this 
month, the city passed the new law, essen-
tially laying down a challenge against the 
state. City officials hinted heavily at an up-
coming lawsuit, even saying that parental 
rights over their children’s education are 
protected under the 14th Amendment. 

“It was unconstitutional in the first 
place,” said City Attorney Michael Gates.   “It 
sends a signal ... that we are a ‘Parents’ Right 
to Know’ city, and that educators should not 
interfere in the parent-child relationship.”

City Sues State 
For Hiding Kids’ 
Sex Transitioning 

Madera County unveiled a center beam from the World Tade Center on 
Patriot Day, September 11, 2024, honoring the lives lost in the 9/11 attacks 
in New York City on September 11, 2001, and commemorating Madera 
County firefighters who have lost their lives in the line of duty here. 

The unveiling of this historic beam stands as a powerful symbol of re-
silience, unity and remembrance. It serves as a tribute not only to the vic-
tims of the attacks but to local firefighters who lost their lives in service to 
our community. 

“As we gather to remember the events of 
September 11 and our local firefighters whose 
lives have been lost, we honor their courage and 
dedication and pay our deepest respects,” said 
Justin Macomb, Madera Division Fire Chief. 
“This beam is a poignant reminder of the 
strength we find in unity, and our commit-
ment to never forget.” 

After the terror attack and cleanup of the area began, several communities expressed an interest 
in obtaining some of the salvaged metal from the attacked towers. The Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey gave away 9/11 artifacts from the World Trade Center to deserving applicants until 
2016 when they ran out. To date, they have given out 2,600 pieces of steel to communities in all 50 states 
and 10 foreign countries. It's a unique way to honor and preserve our painful past, but also, to never forget. 

This particular piece now resting in the City of Madera, briefly graced the Ranchos. It even made the front page of the 
June 2022 issue of the Ranchos Independent. The accompanying story said, “On Saturday, May 28, a 14-foot steel beam salvaged 
from the World Trade Center that was attacked by terrorists on Sept. 11, 2001 solemnly rolled through the Madera Ranchos. It 
was on its way to Madera where it is ultimately going to be incorporated into a 9/11 Memorial planned for construction at Madera 
County’s Courtyard Park.”  On that day, the beam travelled throughout Madera County for everyone to see. Appropriately, it was 
escorted by area firefighters, law enforcement and the American Legion Motorcycle Riders on the way to its final resting place. 

The memorial can be seen at Courthouse Park at 210 West Yosemite in Madera. 

Madera County Unveils World Trade Center Beam  
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Wesley “Wes” Wayne Walter, a beloved husband, father, "Meep," brother and 

uncle, passed away on August 22, 2024, at the age of 64. Born on November 8, 1959, 
in Fresno, California, Wes was the son of the late Robert Walter Sr. and Charlotte 
Walter. He was preceded in death by his sister, Gail Walter, and his parents. Wes is 
survived by his loving wife, Karen, his four cherished daughters — Stacy, Allison, 
Selena and Mimi (Sarah) — and two granddaughters, Katelyn and Savannah, along 
with his brother, Rob, and several cousins, nephews and nieces. 

Wes was a proud graduate of Hoover High School and Fresno State’s Lyles Col-
lege of Engineering, where he earned a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineer-
ing. His career spanned over 35 years at JBT where he played an integral role in the 
company’s success as a member of the Valley Industry Partnership (VIP Home), 
helping to mentor and hire aspiring engineers. 

Wes had an early start in life, working as a mechanic and attendant at Ben 
Honda's Exxon station while putting himself through college. His hard work and 
dedication continued throughout his career, first at Guardian and later at JBT, where 
he became known for his expertise, loyalty and mentoring spirit. 

Beyond his professional life, Wes was a man of many passions. He had a love 
for cars and enjoyed vacations camping at Pismo Beach. His shop was his sanctuary, 
where he spent hours working on projects and pursuing his love of collecting and 
shooting guns. Above all, Wes loved his family deeply and his greatest joy came 
from the time spent with those closest to him. 

Wes will be remembered for his warmth, dedication and the love he showed to 
those around him. He leaves behind a legacy of hard work, kindness and a life lived 
fully. His presence will be missed, but his memory will live on in the hearts of his 
loved ones. 

A man who lived his life with passion, purpose and love — Wes will forever be 
in our hearts.

Wesley “Wes” Wayne Walter
November 18, 1959 — August 22, 2024

In Memoriam

A new law banning the use of plastic 
shopping bags was approved by California 
legislators in August, effectively outlawing  
all plastic shopping bags starting in 2026. If 
you don't bring your own bag, a paper bag 
will be offered. The new law was signed 
into effect by Gov. Newsom on Sept. 22. 

The California Legislature passed a  
ban on plastic bags in 2014 which was ap-
proved by voters in 2016. That action 
banned thin plastic shopping bags, but 
shoppers could buy thicker plastic bags de-
signed to be reusable. Unfortunately, a state 
study found that people were not reusing or 
recycling any plastic bags. The study found 
that the annual amount of plastic shopping 

bags being thrown away increased from 8 
pounds per person in 2004 to 11 pounds per 
person in 2021. The law didn’t reduce the 
use of plastic, it increased it. 

In addition to California, 12 other 
states have some type of plastic bag ban in 
place, and hundreds of cities across 28 
states also have their own plastic bag bans. 

"Californians voted to ban plastic gro-
cery bags in our state almost a decade ago, 
but the law clearly needed a redo,” said 
Jenn Engstrom, director of the California 
Public Interest Research Group. “With the 
Governor's signature, California has finally 
banned plastic bags in grocery checkout 
lanes once and for all.”

New Law Bans Shopping Bags
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HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long
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By Betty Van Valkenburg 
  
Once upon a time in a land seemingly 

far, far away … 
Obvious airheads like Cacklin’ Ka-

mala were not expected to run for Presi-
dent of the United States of America, or 
even for dog catcher. And mentally im-
paired and seriously compromised life-
long politicians like Joe Biden were 
expected to fade into the sunset rather 
than to lead the country down the path of 
failure and, apparently, to line his fam-
ily’s pockets. (Fortunately, there is still a 
presumption of freedom of speech, so one 
can give an honest opinion of politicians 
without promoting violence or mayhem, 
just speaking plainly.) 

The United States Secret Service was 
a revered and effective organization com-
posed of well-trained, educated and patri-
otic Americans who willingly put their 
lives on the line for their protectees. And 
my cousin was one of them. Fortunately, 
there are still good agents around, like 
those who rushed to shield Donald Trump 
with their own bodies at the event in 

Pennsylvania. But the leaders of the Se-
cret Service appear to be, at worst, politi-
cally motivated; and the organization is in 
serious decline. May heaven help our 
elected officials, whether we agree with 
them politically or not, who rely on Se-
cret Service protection under the current 
inadequate leadership. 

All voters were expected to be citi-
zens of the United States of America and 
to vote in their own districts according to 
the rules … and to vote once only. Votes 
were cast on “election day” and ballots 
were safeguarded and counted quickly, 
thus avoiding the time for serious 
shenanigans behind the scenes and avoid-
ing accusations of fraud. “Harvesting” re-
ferred to picking field crops, not 
“harvesting/taking” ballots from others, 
possibly marking any blank ballots, or 
tossing in the trash can those not marked 
to the “harvester’s” liking. This sugges-
tion has been made: Since everyone re-
ceives a ballot by mail these days, if old 
Aunt Martha or Papa Joe is mentally im-
paired, either at home or in  a care facility, 
you might appoint yourself to “harvest” 
their ballots and make sure they are 
marked according to your loved ones’ de-
sires and are delivered to the proper loca-
tion. 

And once upon a time, not too long 
ago under the last administration, the 
economy was in good shape, and there 
was relative peace in the world. Folks 
could afford to fill their gas tanks and buy 
a sack of groceries without draining their 
bank accounts … once upon a time … 

 
Once Upon a Time ...

Say you saw it in the Independent 
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“... this is one of 
the reasons 

why there can 
be no further 

negotiation 
while this 
 situation  

continues. You 
can't sit and 

 negotiate with 
a union that's in 
violation of the 

law.”

Guest Editorial

By Joe Schaeffer  
 
Hillary Clinton and California 

Gov. Gavin Newsom have stirred up 
another hornet’s nest on the funda-
mental issue of free speech. In doing 
so, the two superstar Democrats 
have once again exposed the 
Achilles’ heel of the progressive 
ruling establishment: its inability to 
abide being mocked. 

On Sept. 16, with remarkable 
nonchalance, Clinton told MSNBC 
host Rachel Maddow that American 
citizens should 
face civil and 
criminal penal-
ties for “parrot-
ing Russian 
talking points.” 
The first ques-
tion that in-
stantly comes to mind is, who gets 
to decide what opinions expressed 
by American citizens amount to for-
eign agitprop? Supporting Donald 
Trump is the first big clue. 

“I think it’s important to indict 
the Russians, just like [special coun-
sel Robert] Mueller indicted a lot of 
Russians who were engaged in di-
rect election interference and boost-
ing Trump back in 2016,” Clinton 
told Maddow, harking back to the 
feverish days of a thoroughly dis-
credited federal Russiagate cam-
paign against her Republican 

opponent. 
“But I also think there are 

Americans who are engaged in this 
kind of propaganda and whether 
they should be civilly or, even in 
some cases, criminally charged is 
something that would be a better de-
terrence because the Russians are 
unlikely, except in a very few cases, 
to ever stand trial in the United 
States.” 

With breathtaking honesty, Clin-
ton acknowledged that she can’t 
stop Americans from voting as they 

see fit,  but she 
does want to pre-
vent them from 
exercising their 
right to free 
speech if that 
crosses a line 
drawn in her 

mind. 
“I think we need to uncover all 

the connections and make it very 
clear that you can vote however you 
want, but we are not going to let ad-
versaries, Russia, China, Iran or 
anybody else, basically try to influ-
ence Americans as to how we should 
vote in picking our leaders,” Clinton 
stated. 

Meanwhile, on the West Coast, 
Newsom signed three bills into law 
on Sept. 17, each ostensibly meant 
to crack down on AI “deepfake” 
videos. 

“The California ban on cam-
paign deepfakes will allow courts to 
issue injunctions blocking people 
from distributing intentionally de-
ceptive political content during 
election season, and it exposes peo-
ple who share deepfakes to civil 
penalties,” Politico reported. 

But while Newsom stressed he 
seeks to eliminate deception, he was 
spurred to immediate action on the 
issue by a video shared by X owner 
Elon Musk that is clearly a parody. 

In July, Musk posted a video 
featuring the AI-generated voice of 
current Democratic presidential 
nominee Kamala Harris, calling her-
self a deep state puppet and diver-
sity hire. No sensible person could 
possibly be confused into thinking 
the audio is genuine. 

Newsom then called out Musk, 

Who Doesn’t Get Free Speech? Why, You

 
Democrat heavyweights 

openly seek to criminalize citi-
zens’ freedom of expression. 

 

Please see SPEECH on P. 9
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My grandfather has been one of 

my fans since I started writing 
monthly articles in the Ranchos In-
dependent. Perhaps even my biggest 
fan. He read each month’s column 
religiously and would then put his 
own pen to paper and send me his 
thoughts on whatever I wrote. 
Sometimes his musings were sweet 
notes of praise. Sometimes they 
were words of encouragement and 
support. Then other times it was a 
journey through his strange yet 
amusing mind in a vehicle I like to 
call his twisted sense of humor. 
People have often said to me that I 
have my father’s sense of humor. 
Well, let me tell you something: I 
know from where my dad got it and 
if those letters are any indication, 
then I’m a little grateful it appears 
to get a tad more diluted with each 
new generation. 
I never knew 
what mood 
Grandpa would 
be in when he 
penned one of 
his notes to me. 
You would think 
it would simply 
reflect the senti-
ment of the article. Many times it 
did, but other times he would 
metaphorically take a left turn down 
a dirt road in his brain, find a field 
and do mind donuts for a while and 
you just had to go along for the 
ride. Here’s the thing, though, de-
spite his random oddness, or maybe 
because of it, I looked forward to 
those letters every month. 

One of the best parts of our cor-
respondence was the vocabulary ex-
change. Whenever I used a word 
that he thought was particularly 
clever or uncommon he would be 
sure to comment on it in his letter. 
He always prided himself on having 
a robust and extensive vocabulary. 
He often tried to teach me new 
words. Despite fancying myself a 
writer most of my life, and being an 
English major in college, he was al-
ways surprised when I already knew 
a word he wanted to teach me. I 
think that was mostly because he 
couldn’t fathom that someone sev-
eral decades younger could not only 
share in his love of words but man-
age to have amassed a similarly vast 
and varied vocabulary as he had, at 

Missing My Biggest Fan

such a young age. It never bothered 
me, I found it amusing. Sometimes I 
would take one of the words he 
would write to me about and work it 
into the next article. I thought it was 
a subtle way to keep connecting 
with him. He definitely noticed and 
it seemed to have made him proud. I 
think it was mostly because he 
thought he had taught his grand-
daughter something, but it was a 

c o n n e c t i o n ,  
nonetheless.  

Another fa-
vorite aspect of 
these letters he 
would send me 
was when he 
would include 
little anecdotes. 
Sometimes it 

was a tale about his childhood, oc-
casionally it was a story from his 
time as a police officer, and some-
times he would give me a fabulous 
gift and tell me about something my 
father did in his youth that Dad neg-
lected to share with me. I got to ex-
perience little moments in history 
through Grandpa’s eyes, that’s 
something you can never replace.  

We built a relationship through 
our letters. He and I didn’t establish 
one when I was a child. I’m not sure 
he knew what to do with children. 
I’m not sure he was a child when he 
was a child, but I suppose that’s 
something I’ll never know. But as a 
grandfather to the precocious little 
only child that I was, he seemed sort 
of at a loss. My mother’s father was 
the “build her a life-sized doll-
house” type, which made it easy for 
him to bond with little me. My 
dad’s dad was more of a “find a cof-
fee shop and have me sit quietly 
while he flirted with the waitress,” 
type. So, we didn’t have much of a 
connection when I was a kid. As an 
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That’s what’s so great about 

grandparents. They can share 
parts of your own past with 
you through a different lens.  
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adult we managed to forge one when 
I started writing articles and got 
home one day to find my first letter 
from him.  

We lost him a couple of months 
ago. He won’t have a chance to read 
this. I won’t get a letter commenting 
on my use of the word precocious. He 
probably would have remembered 
some story from when I was that little 
girl that I would have long since for-
gotten. That’s what’s so great about 
grandparents. They can share parts of 
your own past with you through a dif-
ferent lens.  

I’m definitely going to miss the 
old man. I’m going to miss seeing 
his letter come in the mail .  I’m 

going to miss reading his words in 
his unique handwriting where he 
would capitalize words for empha-
sis, only the emphasis would change 
the entire sentiment of the sentence 
from what I know he intended. I will 
miss his complete and utter misuse 
of quotations marks. Despite his im-
mense vocabulary, that man had ab-
solutely no idea how to properly use 
quotation marks. I’m going to miss 
his feedback on what he thought I  
should have done in any of the given 
situations I  outl ined. Mostly I’m 
just  going to miss knowing he was 
out there, in my corner, excited that 
his granddaughter who has always 
had a passion for the writ ten word 
was doing something interesting 
with it.   

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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Golden Oak 4-H 
 
By Monique Morgan 
 

Saturday, Aug. 31 was the first day of 
exhibition for Golden Oak 4-H members 
at the Madera County Fair. Seven of our 
members competed in various shows 
throughout the week: Iris Garzon, Elizabeth Morgan, CJ Morales, Sarah Morgan, 
Griffin Williams-Smith, Wyatt Morgan and Hunter Williams-Smith. For such a 
small group, these members definitely showed up and took home many incredible 
awards. 

Iris Garzon competed with her Pygmy Goat, Old English Game Bantam, Cavy 
and quite a few still exhibits. Elizabeth 
Morgan competed with her Pygmy Goat, 
Cavy and many still exhibits as well. 
Even though these two girls are not old 
enough to exhibit large livestock like 
market goats or market hogs, they still 
love participating in the action and hon-
ing their skills for when they are old 
enough to compete at age nine. In addi-
tion to their animals, both girls enjoy en-
tering still exhibits including 
photographs they took, food items they 
made, drawings, arts and crafts creations, 
and Lego creations, among others. 

CJ Morales, one of our newest mem-
bers, had the opportunity to exhibit his 
breeding doe. He competed as an Inde-
pendent in Novice Showmanship 
against FFA placing third and advanced 
to Intermediate FFA showmanship 
where he placed fourth. He did a fan-

tastic job, and we look forward to having him participate in 4-H this year. Wyatt 
Morgan exhibited his market steer this year. Wyatt has owned and raised this steer 
for 11 months and they had success at the fair. His steer came in first in his weight 
class and Wyatt placed third in Advanced 4-H showmanship. 

Griffin Williams-Smith is our first ever Dog Exhibitor in the club. Griffin 
practiced hard all summer with his dog Bo and placed second in Advanced 4-H 
Showmanship, earning him a place in Small Animal Master Showmanship held 
Friday Sept. 6. Griffin also exhibited in the poultry show at the fair, coming away 
with many great awards. 

Sarah Morgan participated with her market turkey, Old English Game Ban-
tam, American Satin Cavy, Dutch Rabbit and her Duroc breeding Gilt. Sarah 
placed first in Intermediate 4-H Turkey Showmanship as well as first in Cavy 
Showmanship, earning her place in Small Animal Master Showmanship as well. 
In addition, she placed second in Intermediate 4-H Rabbit Showmanship and 
fourth in Intermediate 4-H Poultry Showmanship. She also placed first in her 
breeding hog class and third in Intermediate 4-H Swine Showmanship. Sarah also 
entered still exhibits at the fair, gaining a Best of Division award for her pencil 
drawing and her salt-water taffy. 

Hunter Williams-Smith, the president of our 4-H club, also had an outstand-
ing showing at the fair. Hunter raises breeding Boer Goats and entered many of 
his newest does from breeding season in the breeding show, coming away with nu-
merous awards. In addition, he raises some very impressive Old English Game 
Bantams that he exhibits throughout the state. One of his birds that he raised from 
a chick won Reserve In Show poultry, a very difficult feat to achieve. Hunter also 
exhibited a market turkey, breeding rabbits, his American Cavies and his Pygmy 
Goat Wether. He also participated in showmanship including placing second in 
Pygmy Goat Showmanship, earning his spot in Small Animal Master Showman-
ship. 

Small Animal Master Showmanship is only open to showmen who place first 
in their species’ showmanship compe-
tition, or second place in certain situa-

Competing at Master Showmanship 
are, from left, Sarah Morgan, Hunter 
Williams-Smith and Griffin Williams-
Smith.

Please see 4-H on P. 9
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"Why should I join the 
Chamber of Commerce?"

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber 
of Commerce carries the reputation of 
being a leader of business integrity in the 
Ranchos and my affiliation lends my 
business credibility. 

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber 
of Commerce is a close-knit organization in 
which members support each other’s 
businesses. 

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber 
of Commerce requires financial support in 
order to perform its job of increasing the 
economic prosperity of the Ranchos. 

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber 
of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the 
Ranchos and directs it into useful and 
constructive channels that are not limited 
to business. 

5. Because I feel a sense of personal 
obligation to improve the quality of life in 
the Ranchos.

The Golden Valley Chamber of 
Commerce would love to see you at our 
next meeting, Wednesday, October 13 at 
6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the 
Maywood Center. Come join us and see 
what’s going on in your community. Call us 
at 645-4001.

"When's the NEXT Chamber 
of Commerce Meeting?"

9/24

• "To clean the TV remote in my home, I 
dip a cotton swab into rubbing alcohol, 
shake off any excess and use it to gently 
clean the surface. I do this weekly during 
cold and flu season." -- M. in Minnesota 
• To keep track of rolls of tape or other 
rolled items in your shop, hang a length of 
chain from two "S" hooks on your pegboard. They will be readily ac-
cessible, and you can tear off what you need. 
• "If you use those little plastic key-ring cards for store rewards ac-
counts and discount programs, you can keep them easily organized in 
a small photo brag book. These books can be found at drugstores and 
big box retailers, and are meant for a small collection of wallet-size 
pictures. However, if you put your cards in one, it's easy to flip through 
to find the correct card to scan." -- R.I. in Arkansas 
• Fill an easy-to-use hand soap dispenser with body wash or shampoo 
for kids to use in the bath or shower.  
• "Here's a fun idea for place cards at Thanksgiving (coming up in 
Canada): Scan in and print out a photo of each guest as a child. Lam-
inate it and attach it to a pretty piece of ribbon with a glue gun. Use the 
ribbon to tie up a napkin and/or utensils. Guests will have a good time 
trying to guess who's who and reminiscing about days gone by." -- 
P.D. in Ontario, Canada 
• When working with juicy items (lemons, watermelon, etc.) on a cutting 
board, try placing the board on a kitchen towel. When the juices run over 
the edge, they will be caught by the towel. Cleanup will be easy!   Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,  

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 
 

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.  
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vowing to sign a bill “in a matter of 
weeks” prohibiting such material. 

Now, he has done so. The law 
will  go into effect before the No-
vember election, meaning Californi-
ans who violate it  face prosecution 
this autumn. 

That may turn out to be an awful 

lot of court cases. On Sept. 18, Musk 
fired back at Newsom. 

“The governor of California just 
made this parody video illegal in vio-
lation of the Constitution of the 
United States,” Musk wrote in an X 
post, again sharing the Harris video 
Newsom explicitly sought to criminal-
ize. “Would be a shame if it went 
viral.” 

Soon after, the video was trend-
ing on X. Musk’s post had 24 million 
views and more than 120,000 reposts 
and climbing as of the afternoon of 
Sept. 18. 

Beyond infantilizing Americans 
as morons wholly unable to detect 
satire without the watchful eye of big 
government to guide their way, Clin-
ton’s words and Newsom’s actions 

bring another disturbing factor into 
the free speech debate: selective en-
forcement of the law. 

“I could [not] care less if it was 
Harris or Trump,” Newsom told 
Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff about 
the new laws, Politico noted. “It was 
just wrong on every level.” 

A notorious Biden administra-
tion lawfare assault on an online 

SPEECH cont. from P. 5

tions. This competition was held on Fri-
day, Sept. 6. Golden Oak 4-H had three 
individuals qualify for this prestigious 
competition. Griffin and Hunter both 
participated in Advanced 4-H Master 
Showmanship and Sarah participated in 
Intermediate 4-H Master Showmanship. 
Hunter has qualified for this not once 
but twice, as he competed last year in 
Master Showmanship as well. Hunter 
placed Fifth overall in the final for Ad-
vanced 4-H Small Animal Master 
Showmanship at Madera Fair. Griffin is 
not new to Master Showmanship either, 
he had the distinct honor of competing 
at California State Fair in Advanced 4-
H Master Showmanship. Griffin placed 
sixth overall in Advanced 4-H Small 
Animal Master Showmanship at 
Madera Fair. This was Sarah’s first year 
participating in Master Showmanship 
and came away with a third overall in 

Intermediate 4-H Small Animal Master 
Showmanship at Madera Fair. 

 
Sierra Shadows 4-H 
 

By Jake Poore 
 
National 4-H Week is Oct. 7-12 and 

we celebrate by sharing the opportuni-
ties and successes all of our members 
have accomplished so far. 

Madera County just had the Madera 
District Fair, and our club had so many 
amazing experiences. Market Goats: 
Starla Sisil 4-H Champion light weight 
market goat, 4-H Champion market goat, 
Reserve Grand Champion market goat, 
Champion 4-H Junior goat showman, 
Champion 4-H Intermediate goat show-
man; Lucy Lee 4-H Champion Feeder 
Goat; Annelise Crandall 4-H Reserve 
Champion Heavy Weight market goat.  

Market Swine: Landon Davis 4-H 
Reserve Champion AOB, 2nd Place In-

termediate showmanship; Micah Lee, 
5th in Advanced 4-H Showmanship. 

In Master Showmanship: Emily 
Wallace 2nd Overall for small animal, 
Champion Intermediate showman in 
Rabbits; Starla Sisil 2nd overall for 
large animal; Taylor Ward 5th overall 
large animal and 4-H Champion Inter-
mediate showman for Horse. 

We had our primary members 
shown in PeeWee Showmanship: Lane 
Bower in Swine, Paisley Bower, Brax-
ton Davis in Goats and Paisley Fahey in 
Dog. In Poultry, Artemis Arsenault with 
a very successful Turkey project. 

Sierra Shadows 4-H meets the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at Sierra View 
Elementary multipurpose room at 7p.m. 
This monthly meeting is where we all 
get together and get updates on the dif-
ferent projects and listen to guest speak-
ers and do recreation activities. Come 
check us out. Contact Jesse Bower, 
Club Leader for enrollment information 

and find us on Facebook at SierraShad-
ows4-HClub. 

If you have a child looking to make 
more friends and learn new skills while 
having fun, then come join our club. We 
also provide important leadership op-
portunities, public speaking lessons and 
community service involvement. Our 
Motto is “Learn by Doing” and the 
theme for National 4-H week this year 
is “Beyond Ready!”  

Our 2024-2025 Officers are: Presi-
dent Jamey Crandall; Vice President 
Jake Poore; Secretary Lucy Lee; Treas-
urer Landon Davis; Sergeant at Arms 
Samara Mohler; Recreation Officer 
Micah Lee; Healthy Living Officer Si-
enna Garcia, Emily Wallace and Taylor 
Ward; Attendance Secretary Annelise 
Crandall; Hostesses Abbigail Rosier, 
Emily Rosier and our Cloverbud reps: 
Paisley Bower Recreation, Hostess 
Brooke Davis and Brook Tavares, and 
Healthy Living Jade Mellott. 

4-H cont. from P. 7

prankster reveals the hollowness of 
this claim. 

During the 2016 presidential 
election, Douglass Mackey, who ran 
the popular Twitter account “Ricky 
Vaughn,” posted a series of memes 
mocking Clinton and progressives. 

“The memes he generated in-
cluded #draftourdaughters, a satiri-
cal campaign identifying Hillary as 
a warmonger who would put the 
country’s young women in fatigues 
to fight her foreign military adven-
tures. Another suggested people 
could simply text in their vote for 
Clinton instead of visiting the 
polls,” Liberty Nation News’ Scott 
Cosenza related. 

Again, no reasonable person 
would find either meme to be authen-
tic. Nevertheless, as soon as Joe 
Biden’s Attorney General Merrick 
Garland took over the Justice Depart-
ment in 2021, he went after Mackey, 
who was eventually convicted “for 
spreading falsehoods via Twitter,” as 
the Associated Press reported it, and 
was sentenced to seven months in 
prison for the text-your-vote meme. 

Democrats were obviously nurs-
ing a grudge against Mackey 
throughout the four years of Trump’s 
presidency. They sure don’t l ike 
being laughed at. 

Being convicted for parody is bad 
enough, but Mackey was not the only 
Twitter user to make the joke. “Hey 
Trump Supporters! Skip poll lines at 
#Election2016 and text in your vote! 
Text votes are legit. Or vote tomorrow 
on Super Wednesday,” Kristina Wong 
posted on Election Day 2016. Garland 
has still not gotten around to Wong, who 
has more than 26,000 followers today. 

This is just one aspect of the 
slippery slope invoked when the 
government is deployed to police the 
free speech of American citizens. 
Murky interpretations of what is and 
is not a violation of an ill-defined, 
politically motivated law inevitably 
lead to selective enforcement based 
on bias. 

And partisan enforcement of the 
law is the epitome of tyranny. 

 
This editorial  originally ap-

peared on LibertyNation.com.
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Say you saw it in the Independent 
Click on “Local News” at 

B y  M e l a n i e  Wi l l i a m s  
 
T h e  c o l o r f u l  f a l l  s e a s o n  i s  

j u s t  a round  t he  co rne r .  We  ce l e -
b r a t e  t h e  c h a n g i n g  o f  t h e  s u m -
m e r  f o l i a g e  t o  t h e  v i b r a n t  f a l l  
co lo r s .  The  p romise  o f  de l i c ious  
m o r s e l s  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  p u m p -
k i n  a n d  s p i c e ,  g r e e t s  u s  a f t e r  a  
s u m m e r  f u l l  o f  f r e s h  f r u i t s  a n d  
vege t ab l e s .   

F a l l  i s  a l s o  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  
R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  
C ra f t  Fa i r .  On  Sa tu rday ,  Oc t .  5 ,  
t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i s  h o s t i n g  
t h e i r  A n n u a l  F a l l  C r a f t  F a i r  
f r o m  9  a . m .  t o  1 : 3 0  p . m .  T h e  
T r e a s u r e  H o u s e  w i l l  b e  o p e n  a t  
t he  Cra f t  Fa i r  t h i s  yea r .  

We  comple t ed  a  f ew  r enova -
t i ons  t o  t he  i n t e -
r i o r  o f  t h e  
T r e a s u r e  H o u s e  
and  upgraded  the  
c o o l i n g  s y s t e m .  
P l a n t s  w i l l  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
S c o u t  G a r d e n ,  
w i t h  s o m e  g o o d  
a d v i c e  a b o u t  t h e  b e s t  t i m e s  f o r  
f a l l  p l an t i ng .  

We  have  new vendors ,  w i th  
some of  our  favor i te  vendors  re -
tu rn ing  to  pa r t i c ipa t e  th i s  yea r .  
The  Jac in to  Taco  t ruck  wi l l  oc -
cupy  a  space ,  s e l l i ng  the  “Bes t  
Tacos in  the Val ley,  Since 1995.”  
They  are  a l so  se l l ing  a  var ie ty  of  
Mex ican  s ty l e  b reak fas t  and  
lunch  p la tes  a t  the  Craf t  Fa i r .  

V e n d o r s  i n c l u d e  m a n y  s p e -
c i a l t y  i t e m s  l i k e  C r y s t a l  S u n -
c a t c h e r s ,  l e a t h e r  h a n d b a g s ,  
h o r s e s h o e  a r t  a n d  u n i q u e  w o o d  
a r t  f o r  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  y a r d .  W e  
h a v e  l o c a l l y  m a d e  o l i v e  o i l  f o r  
t a s t i n g ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  h a n d c r a f t e d  
j e w e l r y ,  c r o c h e t e d  b a b y  i t e m s  
and  qu i l t s .  

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  N O  p a r k i n g  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r  a t  3 7 3 3 0  B e r k -
sh i r e  Dr ive .  Pa rk ing  i s  ava i l ab le  
a l ong  Be rksh i r e  Dr ive  and  Fe rn -
w o o d  D r i v e  i n  t h e  M a d e r a  R a n -
c h o s .  W h e n  p a r k i n g  i n  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  p l e a s e  r e s p e c t  
t h e  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  t h e i r  p r o p -
e r t y .  P l ea se  do  no t  b lock  d r i ve -
ways  wh i l e  pa rk ing  veh i c l e s .  

I f  you  need  add i t i ona l  i n fo r -

m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  C r a f t  F a i r ,  
p l e a se  ca l l  559 -645 -4864 .   

O u r  m o n t h l y  p o t l u c k  i s  o n  
Thu r sday ,  Oc t .  10  a t  5  p .m .  The  
“Tr i ck  o r  T rea t ,  G ive  Me  Some-
t h i n g  t o  E a t ”  P o t l u c k  i s  o u r  
t h e m e  f o r  O c t o b e r .  W e  h a v e  a  
f u n  g r o u p  a c t i v i t y  a n d  g a m e  
n igh t  p l anned .  

A n y  s e n i o r  i s  w e l c o m e  a n d  
a l l  s en io r s  need  t o  b r i ng  a  ma in  
o r  s ide  d i sh  fo r  e igh t  peop le  and  
t he i r  own  p l ace  s e t t i ngs  fo r  t he  
po t l uck .  Homemade  de s se r t s  a r e  
a l w a y s  w e l c o m e .  I f  y o u  p l a n  t o  
c o m e ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  s o  w e  c a n  h a v e  e n o u g h  
t ab l e s  s e t  up  fo r  eve ryone .  

T h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  h a s  
w e e k l y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

S e n i o r  E x e r c i s e  C l a s s e s  e v e r y  
Monday ,  Wednesday  and  F r iday  
a t  1 1  a . m .  C a r d  a n d  T a b l e s  
G a m e s  e v e r y  T h u r s d a y  a t  1 2 : 1 5  
p .m .  The  Sen io r  Ho t  Lunch  P ro -
g r a m  i s  a v a i l a b l e  M o n d a y  
t h r o u g h  F r i d a y  a t  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .  
T h e  C o n v e r s a t i o n  B o o k  C l u b  
m e e t s  o n  t h e  t h i r d  T h u r s d a y  
each  mon th  a t  10  a .m .  t o  d i scuss  
t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  b o o k s  a n d  h e a r  
abou t  new  au tho r s .  

T h e  I n d i a n  B a s k e t  W e a v i n g  
C la s s  i s  g rowing  a s  member s  s i t  
a n d  v i s i t  a s  t h e y  l e a r n  h o w  t o  
w e a v e  b e a u t i f u l  b a s k e t s  w i t h  
p i n e  n e e d l e s .  T h e  R a n c h o s  
“Baske t  Case s”  mee t  on  t he  l a s t  
Tuesday  o f  each  mon th  a t  9  a .m .  
T h e y  h a v e  a d d e d  s o m e  m o r e  
T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  
m o n t h  t o  m e e t  w h e n  m e m b e r s  
a r e  ava i l ab l e .  

Q u o t e  f o r  O c t o b e r :  “ M y  
be loved  Oc tober  has  re tu rned  –  
w i t h  i t s  b r i l l i a n t  c o l o r s ,  c o o l  
t e m p e r a t u re s  a n d  s u n n y,  c l o u d -
l e s s ,  a z u re  s k i e s ,  a n d  I  m u s t  
e n j o y  i t  b e f o re  i t  e s c a p e s  f o r  
a n o t h e r  y e a r. ”  —  P e g g y  T o n e y  
H o r t o n .  S o m e w h e re  i n  H e a v e n ,  
My  Mo ther  i s  Smi l i ng  

Senior Report

9/
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Craft Fair at the Senior Center 

9/24
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By Anthony Forestiere, CPA 
 
Mr. Forestiere is a practicing Ac-

countant (aforestiere@gmail.com) and a 
board member of SEMCU. We asked him 
for his brief view of some of the tax 
changes. 

 
Updates to 2024 IRS and California 

Franchise Tax Board Tax Law Changes: 
As we progress into 2024, both the IRS and 
the FTB have implemented several signif-
icant tax law changes. These updates reflect 
ongoing efforts to adapt to economic con-
ditions, policy goals and taxpayer needs. 
Below is a summary of the key changes for 
2024 at both the federal and state levels: 

IRS (Federal) Tax Law 
Changes for 2024 

1. Inflation Adjustments: The IRS 
has adjusted tax brackets and standard de-
ductions for inflation. This means taxpay-
ers might see changes in their tax liability, 
even if their income remains the same as in 
previous years. For example, the standard 
deduction for married couples filing jointly 
has increased to $28,000, and for single fil-
ers, it is now $14,400. 

2. Retirement Contributions: Con-
tribution limits for retirement accounts like 
401(k)s and IRAs have increased. For 
401(k) plans, the contribution limit is now 
$23,000, with an additional $7,500 catch-
up contribution for those aged 50 and 
above. IRA contribution limits have also 
been raised to $7,000, with a $1,000 catch-
up limit. 

3. Child Tax Credit: The Child Tax 
Credit remains at $2,000 per qualifying 
child, but the refundable portion has in-
creased to $1,600. Eligibility criteria re-
main largely unchanged, though income 
phaseouts begin at $400,000 for married 
couples and $200,000 for other filers. 

4. Energy-Efficient Home Im-
provements: Homeowners can now take 
advantage of expanded tax credits for en-
ergy-efficient home improvements, includ-
ing windows, insulation, and 
energy-efficient heating and cooling sys-
tems. The maximum credit available has 
increased to $2,600.  

5. Health Savings Accounts 
(HSAs): Contribution limits for HSAs have 
increased. Individuals can now contribute 
up to $4,150, and families can contribute 
up to $8,300. Catch-up contributions for 
those aged 55 and older remain at $1,000. 

California Franchise Tax Board Tax 

Law Changes for 2024 
State Tax Brackets Adjusted for Infla-

tion: California has also adjusted its tax 
brackets to account for inflation. This helps 
ensure that taxpayers do not move into a 
higher tax bracket solely due to inflationary 
increases in their income. 

1. Expansion of the California 
Earned Income Tax Credit (CalEITC): The 
CalEITC has been expanded to include more 
low-income earners. The maximum credit 
amount has been increased and the income 
eligibility thresholds have been adjusted to 
reflect inflation and the cost of living in Cal-
ifornia.  

2. Homeowner Assistance Pro-
grams: California has introduced new cred-
its and deductions for homeowners making 
energy-efficient upgrades to their properties. 
This includes credits for solar panel installa-
tions, energy-efficient windows, and other 
qualifying improvements. 

3. Increased Scrutiny on Cryptocur-
rency Transactions:  The FTB is increasing 
its focus on cryptocurrency transactions. 
Taxpayers engaging in crypto trading or in-
vesting are required to report their activities 
more thoroughly. Failure to do so could re-
sult in penalties. 

4. Health Care Mandate Penalty: 
California continues to enforce its individual 
health care mandate, requiring residents to 
maintain health insurance coverage. The 
penalty for not having coverage has in-
creased slightly, in line with inflation. 

Conclusion: The 2024 tax year brings 
important updates for both federal and Cali-
fornia state taxpayers. Staying informed 
about these changes is crucial for accurate 
tax planning and filing. Taxpayers are en-
couraged to consult with tax professionals or 
use reliable tax software to ensure compli-
ance and to optimize their tax situations 
under the new laws. 

Tax Planning for the 2024 year-end 
As we approach the end of 2024, tax-

payers should focus on several important 
IRS and California Franchise Tax Board tax 
laws to ensure they are adequately prepared 
for tax season. Here are some key areas to 
consider: 

IRS (Federal) Tax Laws 
1. Maximizing Retirement Contribu-

tions:  
Deadline: December 31, 2024, for 

401(k) and similar employer-sponsored 
plans; April 15, 2025, for IRAs. 

Action: Ensure you maximize your con-
tributions to retirement accounts such as 
401(k)s, IRAs, and Roth IRAs. The 2024 
limits are $23,000 for 401(k) plans (with an 
additional $7,500 catch-up contribution if 
you’re 50 or older) and $7,000 for IRAs 
(with a $1,000 catch-up for those 50 and 
older). Contributing the maximum allowable 

amount can reduce taxable income and help 
with long-term retirement savings. 

2. Tax-Loss Harvesting: 
Deadline: December 31, 2024. 
Action: Review your investment port-

folio for opportunities to sell underper-
forming assets to offset capital gains. This 
strategy, known as tax-loss harvesting, can 
help reduce your taxable income for the 
year. 

3. Charitable Contributions: 
Deadline: December 31, 2024. 
Action: Consider making charitable 

donations before the year ends to take ad-
vantage of tax deductions. Remember, to 
claim deductions for cash contributions, 
you need to itemize your deductions. Con-
tributions to qualified charitable organiza-
tions are deductible up to 60percent of your 
adjusted gross income. 

4. Required Minimum Distribu-
tions: 

Deadline: December 31, 2024. 
Action: If you’re 73 or older, ensure 

you take your required minimum distribu-
tions from retirement accounts like IRAs 
and 401(k)s to avoid penalties. The penalty 
for failing to take an RMD is 50 percent of 
the amount that should have been with-
drawn. 

5. Energy-Efficient Home Improve-
ments: 

Deadline: December 31, 2024. 
Action: Take advantage of the ex-

panded federal tax credits for energy-effi-
cient home improvements, such as 
installing solar panels, upgrading windows, 
or replacing HVAC systems. These credits 
can reduce your tax liability and improve 
your home’s energy efficiency. 

California Franchise Tax Board 
Tax Laws 

1. California Earned Income Tax 
Credit (CalEITC): 

Action: Ensure you are eligible for and 
claim the CalEITC if you qualify. This 
credit is designed for low-income earners 
and can provide a significant tax refund, 
even if you owe no taxes. The credit 
amount and income eligibility thresholds 
have been adjusted for inflation in 2024. 

2. Homeowner Tax Credits for En-
ergy Efficiency: 

Deadline: December 31, 2024. 
Action: If you own a home in Califor-

nia, consider making energy-efficient up-
grades. The state offers tax credits for 
certain home improvements, such as in-
stalling solar panels or upgrading to energy-
efficient appliances. These credits can help 
reduce your state tax liability. 

3. Health Care Mandate Compli-
ance: 

Action: Ensure that you and your de-
pendents have health insurance coverage 

that meets the state’s minimum essential 
coverage requirements. The penalty for not 
having coverage in 2024 has increased, so 
it’s important to maintain compliant health 
insurance or face a penalty when filing your 
state tax return. 

4. Estimated Tax Payments: 
Deadline: January 15, 2025, for the 

fourth quarter estimated payment. 
Action: If you’re self-employed or re-

ceive income not subject to withholding 
(such as rental income, interest, or divi-
dends), make sure you’ve paid sufficient es-
timated taxes throughout the year to avoid 
penalties. The fourth-quarter estimated tax 
payment is due on January 15, 2025. 

5. Review and Update Withholding: 
Action: Review your withholding 

amounts, especially if you’ve had signifi-
cant changes in income, dependents, or de-
ductions in 2024. Adjusting your 
withholding can help prevent underpay-
ment penalties or an unexpectedly large tax 
bill when you file your return. 

In Conclusion: As the end of 2024 ap-
proaches, proactive tax planning is essen-
tial to minimize tax liabilities and maximize 
potential refunds. By focusing on these key 
areas and taking appropriate actions before 
the year ends, taxpayers can ensure they are 
well-prepared for the upcoming tax season. 
Consulting with a tax professional can also 
help tailor strategies to your specific finan-
cial situation, ensuring compliance and op-
timizing your tax outcomes. 

SEMCU is a nonprofit organization 
that represents the interests of the residents, 
property owners and businesses in South-
eastern Madera County. Its concerns, 
among other issues, are our community, 
safety, water, traffic, schools, future parks 
and energy. We invite our community to 
join in and help make a difference for our 
families and youngsters. We invite com-
munity members to join SEMCU as board 
members to help shape the Southeast 
Madera County area. Together we can build 
a stronger, more vibrant community.  

SEMCU meets for one hour only once 
per month on the third Tuesday of every 
month at 6 p.m. We know everyone’s time 
is valuable, so we try to keep it all simple. 
We meet at the Madera Ranchos Library at 
37398 Berkshire Dr. in the Ranchos, or you 
may join us online to virtually participate. 
To join online, go to www.semcu.org for a 
link and simple instructions. Or if you pre-
fer, you can call in on your cellphone to 
669-900-6833 then enter the ID# 
83632424343 followed with the access 
code 85422. Our next meeting is on Tues-
day, September 17, at 6 p.m. 

Make your voice heard!  
SEMCU is “By the Community,  

For the Community”
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By Sally Rowden 
                        
Chase Duarte was our guest speaker at our last meeting in August. An ac-

complished Eagle Scout, he shared his many life-learned successes along with his 
completed Eagle Scout Project. In listening and watching Chase present, you can 
see he is a poised, knowledgeable and determined individual, ready to move for-
ward in his career choices. The Wood Duck Boxes he built and installed in the San 
Joaquin River area for his Eagle Scout Project was very interesting to hear about. 
With assistance from his dad, brother and other scouts, they installed nine boxes. 
They had to design – and then do some redesigning – but found almost immedi-
ately the ducks began nesting and laying their eggs. A rewarding Eagle Scout 
Project for Chase, the Wood Ducks and our San Joaquin River environment. 

O u r  
Fall/Hal-
l o w e e n  
R a f f l e  
Basket is 
available 
for ticket 
purchas-
ing. Dur-
ing the 
w e e k ,  
you can 
find the 
basket at 
t h e  
G o l d e n  
V a l l e y  
Chamber 
of Com-

merce between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. You can purchase tickets from Ollia Ridge at 
the Chamber, located at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, or you can give Ollia a call at 645-
4001. Tickets are six for $5. Several folks purchased tickets from us at the Craft 
Fair on Saturday, Sept. 14. A fun event. Saw old friends and made some new 
ones. The winning ticket will be drawn on Oct. 24. All proceeds go to the chil-
dren and communities of Golden Valley Unified School District. 

The Winter/Christmas Tea will once again take place. Save the date for Sat-
urday, Nov. 16. The location is the same site as last year at Verlaine’s Event 
Room, 37101 Ave. 12. The cost is $30 per ticket. Reserved tables will also be 
available. You can contact Ollia Ridge at ollia.ridge@gmail.com or Mona Diaz 
at monaldiaz@gmail.com for further information. Flyers announcing the event 
will be out in our communities very soon. 

Other Kiwanis Club happenings include a visit from our current Liberty High 
School Key Club President, Nathan Nguyen, at our first meeting in September. 
Kayla Griggs and Jay Martinez graduated Liberty High School and past Key Club 
Members also visited. A past Kiwanis member Charlie Leffingwell was in at-
tendance, too. Sally Rowden presented on the topic of “Intentionality of Lan-
guage.” Looking at how jest, negativism and violence creep into our expressed 
language without knowing the full ramifications for children. Last, but certainly 
not least, Vince Guthrie of Valley Propane was presented the Kiwanis Appreci-
ation and Dedication Community Award. Vince is consistently and willingly do-
nating whatever needs our Kiwanis Club may have. A huge THANK YOU to 
Vince for his dedication to the Kiwanis Club of Madera Ranchos and, in turn, to 
our children and communities. 

The weather is cooling, with the fields around us turning a golden brown. 
Many fall activities and celebrations will be happening, just as our plans have 
been expressed above. In closing I’ll leave you with a little autumn humor: “Why 
did the scarecrow win an award? Because he was outstanding in his field.” 
(SplashLearn.com) 

www.RanchosKiwanis.com 

Eagle Scout Impresses Kiwanis
Kiwanis Korner

Ranchos Kiwanis was honored to host Eagle Scout Chase Duarte as their 
guest speaker in August. His Eagle Scout Project was building wooden 
duck boxes that he then installed in the San Joaquin River area. The nine 
boxes he built already have tenants!

9/24
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Classified
Alterations 
 
Call Greg’s Alterations in Fresno  
for all of your clothes alteration 
needs. 40 years of experience. Call 
Greg at 559-301-7331. 
 
Carpet Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries in hours,  not days." 
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley 
Chamber member. Call Bruce today 
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760. 
 
Chimney Sweep  
 
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces. 
Also clean clothes dryer vents. 
 
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY, 
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332. 
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut ter  Doctor  spec ia l i z ing  
in  bo th  con t inuous  and  s t anda rd  
r a in  gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  
Repa i r  Ma in tenance .  26  yea r s  
work ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O v e r  4 0  y a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  
C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up 
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  

maintenance  and  tree  t r imming  
-  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S .  P r o f e s -
s iona l  and  r e l i ab l e .  Cal l  Er i c  a t  
559-903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T  need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
ni ty!  Cal l  Dianna at  559-999-
6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean 
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing - 
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - 
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066. 
 
Window Cleaning Services 
 
Most windows start at $5 and up 
-- inside/out - Screen, track, sills. 
Remove hard water stains on home 
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb removal  too . Fully 
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723.  

Free estimates. 
 

Yard Sale 
 
Big garage & yard sale Saturday, 
Oct. 5, 9 to 3 p.m. 11354 Road 28. 
Carpenter’s  tools ,  commercial  
painting equipment, welding equip-
ment, work benches, furniture, stor-
age f i les ,  ki tchen & decorat ive 
i tems,  yard i tems,  books.  Cash 
only.  

    Real Estate

9/
24

9/
24
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Click on “Local News” at 
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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Click on “Local News” at 

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m. 
37398 Berkshire Dr. • Ranchos Library
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) After much traveling this year, you're due for some relaxed time 
with family and friends. Use this period to check out situations that will soon require a lot of 
serious decision-making. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Keep that keen Bovine mind focused on your financial 
situation as it begins to undergo some changes. Consider your money moves carefully. 
Avoid impulsive investments. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You'll need to adjust some of your financial plans now that 
things are changing more quickly than you expected. All the facts you need haven't yet 
emerged, so move cautiously. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Personal and professional relationships dominate this period. 
Try to keep things uncomplicated in order to avoid misunderstandings that can cause problems 
down the line. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) That elusive goal you'd been hoping to claim is still just out of 
reach. But something else has come along that could prove to be just as desirable, if only you 
would take the time to check it out. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) This is a good time to get away for some much-needed 
rest and relaxation. You'll return refreshed and ready to take on a workplace challenge that 
awaits you. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Confidence grows as you work your way through some 
knotty situations. Watch out for distractions from well-meaning supporters who could slow 
things down. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Consider spending more time contemplating the 
possibilities of an offer before opting to accept or reject it. But once you make a decision, act on it. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You're in a very strong position this week to tie up 
loose ends in as many areas as possible. Someone close to you has advice you might want to heed. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Congratulations! This is the week you've been 
waiting for. After a period of sudden stops and fitful starts, your plans can now move ahead 
without significant disruptions. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You're in an exceptionally strong position this week to make 
decisions on many still-unresolved matters, especially those involving close personal relationships. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) The week starts off with some positive movement in 
several areas. A special person becomes a partner in at least one of the major plans you'll be 
working on. 

©2024 King Features Synd., Inc. 

You work hard and get things done. You also inspire others to do 
their best. You would do well heading up a major corporation. 

Born this Week
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Click on “Local News” at 

1. Naples. 
2. Siren. 
3. Rust. 
4. Phyllo or filo. 
5. Bruiser. 
6. Teeth grinding. 
7. "The Tempest." 
8. Seven. 
9. Kansas. 
10. Antarctica. 

TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: Mount Vesuvius over-
looks which modern Italian city? 2. 
MYTHOLOGY: What kind of creature is 
half bird and half woman with an alluring 
song? 3. SCIENCE: What is a common 
name for iron oxide? 4. FOOD & DRINK: 
What kind of pastry is used to make 
baklava? 5. MOVIES: What is the name of 
Elle's chihuahua in "Legally Blonde"? 6. 
MEDICAL: What is a common name for 
bruxism? 7. LITERATURE: Prospero is a 
character in which of Shakespeare's plays? 
8. ASTRONOMY: How many stars make 
up the Big Dipper? 9. U.S. STATES: 
Which state's nickname is The Sunflower 
State? 10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which 
is the only continent without bees?



Page 19

www.The Ranchos.com

SUDOKU

©2024 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

CALL 645-0634
The Independent 
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