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he stately sign built of steel and
stacked stone that greets travelers
entering the Ranchos on Avenue 12

travelling westbound from Highway 41
wasn’t always there. And it wasn’t the idea
of multiple civic groups or County govern-
ment or a wealthy industrialist.

It was the idea of a 13-year-old boy
who spent the next four years of his life
seeing it come to fruition.

At the age of 13, Harrison Caetano
was looking for an Eagle Scout project that
would benefit the whole Ranchos commu-
nity. That was when he struck upon the idea
of a “Welcome to the Ranchos” sign and
elected to take on the challenge of getting
one built.

“My original vision was to have two
signs, one greeting travelers on Avenue 12
travelling east and another for travelers
coming through town travelling west,”
Caetano said.

Caetano knew this project would take
a lot of work and a lot of time, but he never
dreamed the process would take four years
to complete. He is now 18 and preparing to
head off to college and he credits the proj-
ect with teaching him many life lessons, be-
ginning with patience.

Caetano grew up in the Ranchos and
joined the scouting program as a Cub Scout
in first grade. When he advanced to the
level of Eagle Scout, he was very fortunate
to find a mentor early on in the process in
local resident and Golden Valley Unified
School District Trustee, Mona Diaz. Cae-
tano credits Diaz with helping him both
with the initial idea and with guiding him
through the entire process, step by step.

Once he had the vision of what he
wanted to do, Caetano met with the Golden

Valley Chamber of Commerce in the Ran-
chos to present his idea and see if there was
a true interest. When the Chamber mem-
bers were not only interested but actually
excited about the project, he knew he was
onto something. Working with Diaz, they
put together a plan to get the structure built.
Property owner Brock Moore readily do-
nated the use of his land just east of the
Ranchos for the future landmark, however
Caetano had difficulty finding land to place
a sign coming eastbound into the Ranchos
on Avenue 12.

Architect Richard Hallert generously
donated his time to help Caetano bring his
vision to life and plans were developed and
submitted to the County for approval. To
say there were minor roadblocks here and
there was an understatement.

“The Madera County planning com-
mission was the most frustrating step. It
took eight months for them to approve the
project,” Caetano said. “It was frustrating
not being able to work at my own pace and
not seeing any progress while we waited
for the planning commission.”

While waiting, Caetano made it his
mission to meet with local service organi-
zations including the Kiwanis Club, the
Golden Valley Unified School Board and
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors to explain what
he was doing and to try to get them on
board with adding their names or logos to
the sign once it was completed.

“I learned something new in every step
of this project,” he said. “At first I was re-
ally uncomfortable speaking in front of
groups and answering questions, but it did
get easier after a while. I also learned to ask
for what I needed from groups whether it
was donations or help getting things done.

T

Just managing the project was a lesson in
itself.”

In the end, a beautiful sign welcom-
ing all was erected. All of the time and
labor that went into building the landmark
was covered by generous donors from the
Ranchos and throughout the Valley. In ad-
dition to architect Hallert, Bedrock Civil
Engineering and Star Finishes were in-
strumental in the process, although sadly
Richard Hallert passed away before the
sign was completed. Caetano worked dili-
gently to raise approximately $3,000 from
the community and from private dona-
tions to cover the materials. Caetano
firmly believes that all of these lessons
will benefit him in college – he’s entering
a Pre-Business Program at the University

of Oregon – and in the business world in
the future.

“I want to thank the community for
their continued support and their patience
with me over the last four years in getting
this built. So many people offered encour-
agement and help along the way,” Caetano
said. “Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to get
back to everyone. It’s my hope that maybe
another Eagle Scout will take what I’ve
done and improve upon it. It would be
great to see the sign lit by solar lighting. It
would also be great to see that the service
organizations were added to the sign.” He
also hopes that one day a second sign will
eventually be built.

Harrison Caetano is the son of Tony
and Heidi Caetano of the Madera Ranchos.

Ranchos Area Roads Turn Deadly for September
By Randy Bailey

The month of September has proved deadly on local
roads around the Ranchos.

On Friday, Sept. 7 two people were killed on High-
way 145 near Road 38 on the northern boundary of the
Bonadelle Ranchos just west of Highway 41 at
about 10:30 in the morning.

The California Highway patrol reported
that a 2013 Ford Fusion driven by Sasha Wat-
son, 27, was travelling westbound on Highway
145 just west of Highway 41 and decided to pass a
car at a high rate of speed by entering the east-
bound lane of Highway 145 across a double yel-
low line. Unfortunately, her action put her
directly in the path of a 2013 Hyundai Accent driven by Kar-
rie Lynn Peterson, 51, of Oakhurst. The head-on collision killed
Peterson and Heidi Lynn Vanzeyl, 53, also of Oakhurst, who was
a passenger in Watson’s Ford Fusion. Two other passengers in
Watson’s car were taken to Community Regional Medical Center

and treated for major injuries and Watson was arrested for suspi-
cion of driving while impaired.

On Thursday, Sept. 20 two more people were killed
in a car crash on Avenue 9 near Children’s Hospital. Ad-
ditionally, two more were seriously injured, including
a one-year-old.

Another head-on collision, an eastbound
Acura Legend drifted into the westbound

lane of Avenue 9 and struck a Suzuki SUV.
Neither of the people sitting in the front of the

Suzuki were wearing seatbelts and were pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Their one-year-old child
was seriously injured, presumably because the
child was improperly strapped into a child safety
seat. The driver of the Acura was also seriously

injured and transported to Community Regional Medical
Center and the child was taken to Valley Children’s.

Additionally, the CHP reported a strong smell of marijuana
coming from the Acura as well as the presence of an open con-
tainer of alcohol in the car.

NO FLU SHOTS
FOR RANCHOS

The Madera County Department of
Public Health has decided not to provide
flu shots to the Ranchos this year. Calls
were put into the County but by press
time they had not been returned. Histor-
ically, shots have been administered the
first week of October. If the County re-
sponds, their answer will be posted on
the Ranchos Independent Facebook
page. Other sites in Madera County are:

Mtn. Christian Center
40299 Hwy. 49, Oakhurst

October 9, 2018
9 - 11 a.m.

North Fork Post Office
33173 Road 222, North Fork

October 11, 2018
9:30 - 11 a.m

.

Chowchilla City Hall
130 S. 2nd Street, Chowchilla

October 18, 2018
10 - 11:30 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Health Fair
1125 N. Lake Street, Madera

October 23, 2018
9 - 11:30 p.m.
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I've taken my car here several times when it needed some work and they've always done an excellent job. They've gone above
and beyond for me and was very reasonable with the prices. The staff there is knowledgeable, very kind, professional and up-
front with everything. I also like how they take pictures of what is wrong with your vehicle and email it to you so you can see ex-
actly what they are replacing. Thank you for everything! :) Heather

Best shop in Fresno, know what they're doing and get it done fast. Inozero

Happy

33rd Birthday

Complete Car

Care check out 

In Good Hands
with WARREN PARR
on Page 16 for useful and

informative automotive topics

FREEDaily Pick Upand Deliveryfrom 93636

What are Your Neighbors Saying?
Facebook 6 Reviews 5 Stars • Google 91 Reviews 4.8 Stars • Demand Force 319 Reviews 4.9 Stars
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2019. Delivery must be by August 31, 2019.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters

Dear Editor:
For too long the citizens of Madera

County have been short-changed in the Dis-
trict Attorneys' Office. The residents of
Madera County deserve better. We need
someone in that position that will work day
in and day out for our citizens and to improve
that department. 

Paul Hornick is the best person for that
job. When things get tough, Paul does not run
from challenges, he leans into them and faces
them head on.

He is endorsed by the Madera Police Of-
ficers' Association, The Madera County Pros-
ecutors' Association, The Madera County
Correctional Officers' Association and the
Chowchilla City Police Officers' Association.
He is an Army veteran and continues to serve
our country as a Major in the JAG Reserves.
He recently received the “Prosecutor of the
Year” award, which is given to the prosecutor
who has consistently demonstrated outstand-
ing performance in their job duties. Why
would anyone want anyone else in this posi-
tion?

I urge you to reach out and discuss your
own concerns with him. He is always avail-
able to meet with anyone.

If all of this isn't enough, his ethics and
integrity are impeccable. I urge the citizens of
Madera County to think before you vote and
make the right choice for our next District At-
torney and vote for Paul Hornick. A man of
full-on commitment and dedication to all
areas of his life.

Sincerely,
Kelly Donahue
Madera County

Dear Editor:
I read with great interest the curious let-

ter to the editor by candidate Paul Hornick the
other day.

I find it interesting that candidate Hor-
nick just woke up to legislation from Sacra-
mento that is a constant assault to the safety of
our community, including police officers.
Where was he when Sacramento was pro-
posing the elimination of bail for misde-
meanors, decriminalizing drugs and letting
everyone out of prison early? The job of Dis-
trict Attorney is to protect every citizen of
Madera County including law enforcement
officers and their families, who are also citi-
zens.

I was also struck by his claim that he’s
been a prosecutor for 13 years. My under-
standing was he moved to Madera County
less than three years ago. So, I looked into it
and based on his information, he was also a
prosecutor in Florida for just over three years
so that is a total of six years of prosecutorial
experience. So, no prosecutions until David
Linn hired him to be his political corruption

operative in 2015?
Madera County taxpayers are now fac-

ing tens of millions of dollars in lawsuits in
federal court by District Attorney David Linn,
the same person who hired Paul Hornick to
rid the DA’s office of harassment and racism.
Whether Paul Hornick is Rip Van Winkle or
just more of the same, we need a DA who is
engaged and concerned about all victims and
will fight to protect our families.

A candidate who isn’t honest about his
experience and is selectively choosing his po-
litically expedient battles from a list of bad
legislation from Sacramento doesn’t seem
like the right choice to lead the DA’s office.
Renee Young
Madera

Dear Editor:
I am a new resident to California and

Madera County, having moved here from
Michigan to take a great job in agriculture in
the San Joaquin Valley.

I had the opportunity to meet Paul Hor-
nick and his wife Amber on the 4th July as
part of an Independence Day function held
near Ahwahnee. I'd like to take this opportu-
nity to voice my support for Paul in the elec-
tion for District Attorney for Madera County.

Paul immediately strikes me as a person
who is passionately committed to the values
that have made this country great. While serv-
ing as Senior Deputy DA, Paul has shown his
commitment to seeking justice with comple-
tion of several major criminal cases resulting
in tough sentences for those found guilty.

Paul has continued this work despite the
cloud that hangs over the DA's office with
various allegations made against the current
DA. When questioned about the current DA,
the allegations and the race against Sally
Orme Moreno, Paul took the high road and
declined to say anything negative about the
incumbent DA or his opponent, instead fo-
cusing on the issues that affect the citizens of
Madera County and what he believes he can
do in the role of DA.

Paul has a distinguished military service
record, continues to serve in the U.S. Army
Reserve, including his acceptance into JAG
Corps, where he was recently promoted to
Major.

Most importantly, Paul shows that he
cares about all of Madera County. It would be
easy in a campaign like this for Paul to focus
on Madera and surrounds with half the
County's population. However, Paul has
made significant effort to also visit the com-
munities of Oakhurst, Ahwahnee,
Coarsegold, North Fork and Yosemite Lakes,
among others, discussing the important issues
that affect their people.

Please see LETTERS on P. 9
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By Randy Bailey

We all know this one: “You are inno-
cent until proven guilty.”

Right? We all know that one, right?
I mean, it’s the foundation of our

American system of justice. If someone
has a claim against you, it is their job to
prove that claim. We, as Americans, as-
sume a person’s innocence and therefore
don’t have to prove that we’re innocent.
YOU have to prove that we’re guilty.
That’s how it works, right?

Not so fast.
Welcome to the new era of social jus-

tice warriors and antifa and #metoo. In
this brave new world, the seriousness of
the accusation is now adequate to accuse,
try, convict, sentence and punish. Laws?
We don’t need no stinkin’ laws!

Of course, this is all being brought to
light by the latest turn in the Senate con-
firmation hearings of Supreme Court can-
didate Brett Kavenaugh. A woman, Dr.
Christine Blasey Ford, has made a claim
that 36 years ago, when she and Kave-
naugh were 15 and 17 respectively, Kave-
naugh threw her on a bed in a drunken
stupor at a swimming party and attempted
to pull her bathing suit off of her. When a
friend of Kavenaugh allegedly jumped on
top of the two, Ford escaped and then har-
bored the incident for the next 30 years
until it finally surfaced in a couples coun-
selling session where Ford never named
Kavenaugh as her attacker.

Whether or not the incident ever hap-
pened is not the point. If it did happen,
he’s a terrible person and deserves to suf-
fer the consequences. If it didn’t happen,
she’s a terrible person and deserves to suf-
fer the consequences. What the real prob-
lem here is where we’ve gotten in modern
American culture that the rule of law has
become totally subservient to popular feel-
ing. How people “feel” about a situation
has taken precedent over the thoughtful
application of rules that have been created
to make sure everyone (not just the “vic-
tim”) is treated fairly.

Everyone has more than likely read To
Kill a Mockingbird in school. In that clas-
sic, during the Great Depression a black
man, Tom Robinson, is wrongfully ac-
cused of raping a white woman. Even
though his attorney Atticus Finch does a
masterful job of presenting the facts exon-
erating him, the jury feels -- they know --
that in those times a white woman would-
n’t lie about such a thing and that a black
man was more than capable of such an act.
Robinson is convicted, escapes and is ulti-
mately killed -- all while being innocent.

During the trial, Atticus Finch makes
the following observation: “... there is one
way in this country in which all men are
created equal -- there is one human insti-
tution that makes a pauper the equal of a
Rockefeller, the stupid man the equal of
an Einstein, and the ignorant man the
equal of any college president. That insti-
tution, gentlemen, is a court. It can be the

Guilty Until Proven Guilty

“ The truth is,
Washington

has
taken over
functions
that dont

truly belong
to it. In

almost every
case, it has

been a
failure. ”

Supreme Court of the United States or the
humblest JP court in the land, or this hon-
orable court which you serve. Our courts
have their faults as does any human insti-
tution, but in this country, our courts are
the great levelers, and in our courts, all
men are created equal.”

This fundamental, intrinsic element
of justice in our country is disappearing.
We saw it in the Duke lacrosse case. We
saw it in the Tawana Brawley case. The
rush to judgement, often fueled by the
media advancing a pre-conceived agenda,
ultimately serves only one purpose and
that is to deny the true pursuit of justice. If
something bad happened then we need to
get to the bottom of it, but we can’t get to
the bottom of anything when only one
side is presented and then elevated to a
position of being unquestionably beyond
reproach. When it’s raised to a position
where if you even question it, you are now
part of the problem -- you’re one of
“them” -- that’s not right. It’s not fair.

And it’s not American.

Editorial
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A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

•  Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•  Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

•  Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

•  Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

•  Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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I  don’ t  know i f  there  i s  any

three-word combination more ag-

gravat ing and i r r i ta t ing than,  “I

don’ t  know,”  when ut tered as  a

complete  answer  f rom someone

whose job i t  i s  to  ac tual ly  have

the information.  This is  nei ther  a

complete  nor  an  acceptable  an-

swer  and yet  I  have the  misfor-

tune to hear i t  so often I  fear  the

sound of i t  might  give me a facial

t ick.  

To be  c lear ,  because  we l ive

in  a  socie ty  where  you must

over ly  c lar i fy  and qual i fy  every-

th ing you say,  i t ’ s  not  tha t  I  ex-

pect  everyone to know the answer

to any quest ion I  might  ask at  the

very moment I  ask i t .  Nor do I  ex-

pect ,  in the course of  a  normal in-

teract ion,  tha t  no  one can

possibly utter  the phrase,  “I  don’t

know,” if  that  person does not ,  in

fact ,  know something.  My con-

tent ion is  tha t

when you are

ta lk ing to

someone whose

job i t  is  to have

some part icular

i n f o r m a t i o n

that  i f  they

don’ t  have an

answer  to  your

quest ion thei r

response  should  be  more  robust

than,  “I  don’ t  know.”  You are

supposed to know. It’s in your job

description to know. You are paid

to know. 

Al low me to  demonstra te  my

current  manner of  thinking with a

couple of  examples .  My place of

business is  a  contracted provider

to several  insurance companies in

the  area .  One of  those  insurance

companies bought  out  the cl ients

and pol ic ies  of  another  and now

we found ourse lves  in  a  sor t  of

purgatory  as  we wai t  for  a l l  the

necessary paperwork and software

updates  to  maneuver  through the

batt lefield of tedious bureaucracy

and blood-red tape .  I ’m not  so

worr ied  that  we seem to  have

found a few potholes on the road

to perdit ion,  oops,  I  mean transi-

t ion,  that ’s  expected in  the  med-

ical field.  What worries me is that

every t ime I  reach out  to someone

at  the  insurance  company I  get

told,  “I  don’t  know,” and in their

worldview that  seems to  suff ice

The Zen of Not Knowing

as a comprehensive and adequate

answer.  For reference,  i t  isn’t .  Of

al l  the  people  who should  have

the  informat ion about  the  t rans i -

t ion and the diff icult ies  i t  is  fac-

ing,  the people who work for  the

insurance  company heading the

transi t ion should be at  the top of

the l is t .  At the very least ,  should-

n’t  you know who in your organi-

za t ion ac tual ly  knows what  you

don’ t  seem to  know? How about

th is :  ins tead of

a blanket  shoul-

der  shrug and a

hal f -hear ted ,  “I

don’ t  know,”

you take  a  mo-

ment  and f ind

out? 

I  acknowl-

edge that  a

large  organiza-

t ion l ike that  of  a  major,  nat ional

insurance  company has  so  many

moving par ts  tha t  no  one person

or  depar tment  has  complete  and

unfai l ing  knowledge of  a l l

processes  and procedures ,  but

someone has to have an answer to

my quest ion,  r ight?  Someone?

Anyone? Bueller? 

Sadly, these exchanges are not

l imi ted  to  the  world  of  medical

administrat ion.  The other  night  I

was at  a  concert .  I  was the lucky

recipient  of  some meet  and greet

passes  and I  was  looking for  the

super-double-secret  door at  which

I  was  supposed to  wai t .  I  d idn’ t

know where  th is  specia l  meet ing

place was so I  asked an usher.  To

my ut ter  del ight  h is  answer  was,

“I  don’ t  know.”  With  about  s ix-

teen ushers  in my direct  eye l ine

I  decided ra ther  than ra ise  my

voice  and toss  my s ix-dol lar

lemonade in his  face that  I  would

simply move on to one who was a

How about this: instead of
a blanket shoulder shrug and
a half-hearted,  “I  don’t
know,” you take a moment
and find out? 

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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l i t t le  more engaged with his  or  her

work.  To my utter  dismay,  the next

one gave me the  exact  same an-

swer.  So,  too,  did the next  when I

mistakenly assumed the third usher

would be the charm. He was not  a

charm. I  s tared at  him blankly then

asked i f ,  perhaps ,  he  could  f ind

out .  He didn’ t  know who would

know. That  was a new twist  on my

favor i te  phrase .  I  pointed  a t  the

walkie- ta lk ie  c l ipped to  h is  bel t

and to ld  h im that  magical  l i t t le

black box had the mystical abili t ies

to reach out  to the beyond to get  a

response to any quest ions to which

he does not  immediately know the

answer.  Reluctantly he used the l i t -

t le  magic  box and was told  by the

disconnected voice  on the  o ther

end that  they didn’ t  know … but

they would  f ind out .  Hal le lu jah!

Someone with some basic customer

service et iquette .  I  was star t ing to

think i t  was a myth l ike the unicorn

and low-carb  bread that  doesn’ t

tas te  l ike  s ta le  cardboard .  About

f ive minutes later  a  woman turned

up wi th  a  c l ipboard .  She not  only

had the  informat ion I  needed but

she walked me and my fr iend r ight

up to the big red door to the magi-

cal celebrity realm. She was able to

tell  me where to wait and what t ime

the doors would be open and how I

could best  get  to my seat  from that

spot .  See ,  I  knew the  informat ion

existed I  just  didn’t  real ize that  i t

would  take  four  people ,  a  walk-

talkie,  and the st ink eye to get  i t .  

There’s  a  lot  of  knowledge out

there ,  no  one in  thei r  r ight  mind

would expect  everyone to  have

every  s ingle  p iece  of  i t  jus t

buzzing in their  brain wait ing to be

asked.  But  i f  you don’ t  know the

answer  and you are  expected to

have access  to  the  informat ion,

then t ry ,  “I ’m not  sure  but  I  wi l l

f ind out ,”  before resort ing to blow-

ing people  off  wi th  the  o ld  shoul-

der  shrug and a  three-word

dismissa l .  What  tha t  says  i s  not

only do you not  know the informa-

t ion,  even i f  you should ,  but  you

don’t  give a  f lying rat’s  hindquar-

ters  about  the information,  the cus-

tomer ,  or  your  job.  I t  u l t imate ly

says you are lazy,  thoughtless  and

rude. I  would think you would want

to  be  thought  of  bet ter  than that ,

but  … I don’t  know. 

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

We now deliver to
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Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.9
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NEW  DAILYLUNCH SPECIALS

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Mama’s Cakes

by Jean Briner
A f t e r  r e a d i n g  E r y n  B .

N y r e ’ s  a r t i c l e  i n  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s

p a p e r  a b o u t  h e r  m o m  w h o

p a s s e d  a w a y  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  –

a n d  h o w  m u c h  s h e  m i s s e s  h e r

–  g o t  m e  t o  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t

m y  o w n  m o m .  N e x t  m o n t h  i t

w i l l  b e  3 0  y e a r s  t h a t  s h e ’ s

b e e n  g o n e .  T h e r e  a r e  d a y s

w h e n  i t  f e e l s  l i k e  i t  w a s  y e s -

t e r d a y  a n d  o t h e r s  i t  f e e l s  l i k e

a n  e t e r n i t y .  

I  h a v e  b e e n  g o i n g  t h r o u g h

s o m e  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  r e -

c e n t l y  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  w a n t i n g

t o  t a l k  t o  m y  m o m ,  b u t  I

k n o w  t h a t  i s n ’ t  p o s s i b l e .  I

w a s  s i t t i n g  a t  m y  d e s k  t h e

o t h e r  d a y  a n d  h a p p e n e d  t o

l o o k  u p  o n  t h e  t o p  s h e l f  a n d  I

s a w  m y  m o m s ’  r e c i p e  b o x  a n d

a l l  t h e  r e c i p e  c a r d s .  G o i n g

t h r o u g h  t h e m  b r o u g h t  b a c k  s o

m a n y  m e m o r i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  a l -

m o s t  3 0 0  c a r d s  a n d  o f  t h o s e

6 0  a r e  f o r  c a k e s .  M a m a  l o v e d

t o  m a k e  c a k e s .  S h e  m a d e

t h e m  f o r  c a k e  s a l e s ,  p o t

l u c k s ,  f o r  a  f a m i l y  i n  n e e d  o r

f o r  h e r  o w n  f a m i l y .  W h e n  m y

a u n t  a n d  u n c l e  c a m e  t o  v i s i t

f r o m  H a n f o r d  s h e  a l w a y s

m a d e  s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l .

T h e r e  w a s  a  L a z y  D a z y  C a k e ,

E n g l i s h  t e a  c a k e  o r  p e r s i m -

m o n  c o o k i e s .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s

a g o ,  I  t o l d  m y  a u n t  ( m y

m o m s ’  s i s t e r  A l m a )  t h a t

s o m e d a y  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  m a k e

a  c o o k  b o o k  o f  “ M a m a ’ s

R e c i p e s . ”  S h e  s a i d ,  “ B e  s u r e

t o  i n c l u d e  h e r  p r u n e  c a k e  a n d

a p p l e s a u c e  c a k e  –  t h o s e  w e r e

m y  f a v o r i t e s . ”

S o ,  i n  m e m o r y  o f  o u r  m o m

I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  y o u  h e r  f a -

v o r i t e  c a k e  r e c i p e s .

I n  l i g h t  o f  a l l  t h e  “ s t u f f ”

t h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  t o d a y  p o l i t i -

c a l l y ,  t h i s  o n e  c o u l d  b e  r e -

n a m e d  a n d  b e  c u r r e n t .

Wa t e r g a t e  C o v e r  U p  C a k e
1  p k g .  w h i t e  c a k e  m i x

1  p k g .  i n s t a n t  p i s t a c h i o

p u d d i n g  m i x

1  ½  C  o r  1  c a n  7 U P

½  C  C o c o n u t

½  C  c h o p p e d  n u t s

¾  C  v e g e t a b l e  o i l

3  l a r g e  e g g s  –  u n b e a t e n

F o r  t h e  f r o s t i n g :

1  p k g .  D r e a m  W h i p

1  p k g .  i n s t a n t  p i s t a c h i o

p u d d i n g  m i x

1  ½  C  c o l d  m i l k

P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  3 5 0 .

G r e a s e  g e n e r o u s l y  a  B u n d t

p a n  w i t h  s h o r t e n i n g  –  s e t

a s i d e .

P o u r  a l l  t h e  c a k e  i n g r e d i -

e n t s  i n t o  l a r g e  m i x i n g  b o w l .

W i t h  a n  e l e c t r i c  m i x e r ,  b e a t

o n  l o w  u n t i l  m i x e d ,  t h e n  t u r n

m i x e r  u p  t o  m e d i u m  a n d  b e a t

t w o  m i n u t e s .  P o u r  i n t o  p r e -

p a r e d  p a n  a n d  b a k e  f o r  4 0  t o

4 5  m i n u t e s  o r  u n t i l  t o o t h p i c k

i n s e r t e d  i n  m i d d l e  c o m e s  o u t

c l e a n .  T u r n  c a k e  o u t  t o  c o o l .

F o r  t h e  f r o s t i n g  –  a d d  a l l

t h e  f r o s t i n g  i n g r e d i e n t s  i n t o

a  l a r g e  b o w l .  W i t h  m i x e r  o n

m e d i u m  h i g h ,  m i x  u n t i l

t h i c k e n e d .  S p r e a d  o n  c o o l e d

c a k e .  S t o r e  i n  r e f r i g e r a t o r

f o r  u p  t o  t h r e e  d a y s .

A p p l e s a u c e  C a k e
I  d o n ’ t  r e m e m b e r  t h i s

c a k e  e v e r  b e i n g  f r o s t e d  a n d

t h e r e  a r e n ’ t  a n y  f r o s t i n g

n o t e s  o n  h e r  c a r d .

P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  3 5 0 .

G r e a s e  a n d  f l o u r  a  9 x 1 3  p a n

–  s e t  a s i d e .

1  C .  v e g e t a b l e  s h o r t e n i n g

2  C  s u g a r

2  e g g s

2  C  a p p l e s a u c e

3  ½  C  f l o u r

2  t s p .  g r o u n d  c i n n a m o n

1  t s p .  g r o u n d  c l o v e s

1  t s p .  g r o u n d  n u t m e g

2  t s p .  b a k i n g  s o d a

1  C  r a i s i n s

1  C  c h o p p e d  n u t s

C r e a m  t o g e t h e r  t h e  s h o r t -

e n i n g  a n d  s u g a r ,  a d d  e g g s

a n d  a p p l e s a u c e  a n d  b e a t  w e l l .

S i f t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  d r y  i n g r e d i -

e n t s  a n d  a d d  t o  s h o r t e n i n g

a n d  s u g a r  m i x t u r e .  S t i r  u n t i l

w e l l  b l e n d e d .  A d d  r a i s i n s  a n d

n u t s .  P o u r  i n t o  p r e p a r e d  p a n

a n d  b a k e  4 0 - 4 5  m i n u t e s  o r

u n t i l  t o o t h p i c k  c o m e s  o u t

c l e a n .  B e s t  s e r v e d  w a r m .

Click on “Local News” at 

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

9/18 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at

Please see RECIPE on P. 9
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
9/18
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37357 AVE. 12
MADERA RANCHOS
next to LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.9

-1
8
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www.The Ranchos.com

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

9
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8

9/18

F r u i t  C o c k t a i l  C a k e
P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  3 5 0 .

G r e a s e  a  9 x 1 3  b a k i n g  p a n ,  s e t

a s i d e .

2  C  f l o u r

2  ½  C  s u g a r  ( 1  ½  C  f o r

c a k e  &  1  C  f o r  f r o s t i n g )

1  t s p .  s a l t

½  t s p .  b a k i n g  s o d a

2  e g g s

1  c a n  f r u i t  c o c k t a i l

1 / 3  C  p a c k e d  b r o w n  s u g a r

1 / 3  C  c o c o n u t

1 / 3  C  c h o p p e d  n u t s

¼  C  m a r g a r i n e

½  C  e v a p o r a t e d  m i l k

P u t  f l o u r ,  1  ½  C  s u g a r ,  b a k -

i n g  s o d a  a n d  s a l t  i n  b o w l .  A d d

e g g s  a n d  f r u i t  c o c k t a i l ,  i n c l u d -

i n g  s y r u p  –  s t i r r i n g  u n t i l  a l l

i n g r e d i e n t s  a r e  m o i s t e n e d .

P o u r  i n t o  p r e p a r e d  p a n  a n d

s p r i n k l e  w i t h  m i x t u r e  o f  t h e

b r o w n  s u g a r ,  c o c o n u t  a n d  n u t s .

B a k e  f o r  4 0  m i n u t e s  o r  u n t i l

t e s t e d  d o n e  w i t h  a  t o o t h p i c k .

W h i l e  c a k e  i s  c o o k i n g  m i x  t h e

m a r g a r i n e ,  e v a p o r a t e d  m i l k

a n d  r e m a i n i n g  c u p  o f  s u g a r  i n

s a u c e  p a n .  H e a t  u n t i l  s u g a r  i s

d i s s o l v e d  a n d  p o u r  o v e r  w a r m

c a k e .  B e t t e r  i f  s e r v e d  w a r m .

T h e  n e x t  c a k e  r e c i p e  m y

m o m  n e v e r  m a d e ,  b u t  I  h a v e

a n d  i t  i s  s o  d e l i c i o u s  I  w a n t  t o

p a s s  i t  o n .  W h i l e  I  w a s  w o r k -

i n g  a t  t h e  b o t t l e d  w a t e r  c o m -

p a n y  o n e  o f  t h e  g i r l s  i n  t h e  o f -

f i c e  b r o u g h t  t h i s  c a k e  i n .  

C l o s e  t o  H e a v e n  C a k e
1  p k g .  y e l l o w  c a k e  m i x

1  c a n  ( 2 0  o z . )  c r u s h e d

p i n e a p p l e

1  s m a l l  p k g .  i n s t a n t  v a n i l l a

p u d d i n g

2  C  c o l d  m i l k

1  p k g .  ( 8  o z . )  c r e a m  c h e e s e

–  s o f t e n e d

1  ( 1 2  o z . )  f r o z e n  w h i p p e d

t o p p i n g  -  t h a w e d

C h o p p e d  n u t s  o r  c o c o n u t

( o p t i o n a l )

P r e p a r e  c a k e  m i x  a c c o r d i n g

t o  p a c k a g e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  u s i n g  a

9 x 1 3  p a n .

A f t e r  t a k i n g  c a k e  f r o m

o v e n ,  p r i c k  t o p  o f  c a k e  w i t h  a

f o r k  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  w h i l e  c a k e

i s  s t i l l  w a r m .  P o u r  p i n e a p p l e ,

i n c l u d i n g  j u i c e  o v e r  h o t  c a k e .

B l e n d  p u d d i n g  w i t h  m i l k  a n d

b e a t  i n  s o f t e n e d  c r e a m  c h e e s e .

S p r e a d  o v e r  p i n e a p p l e .  C o v e r

w i t h  t h a w e d  t o p p i n g .  G a r n i s h

w i t h  c h o p p e d  n u t s  a n d / o r  c o -

c o n u t  i f  d e s i r e d .  R e f r i g e r a t e

u n t i l  s e r v e d .  I f  y o u  l i k e

p i n e a p p l e  a s  I  d o ,  y o u  w i l l

l o v e  t h i s  c a k e .  T h a n k s  D e b b i e !

I  d i d n ’ t  g e t  t o  u s e  m o r e  o f

m a m a s ’  r e c i p e s ,  s o  w i l l  k e e p

t h e m  f o r  a n o t h e r  a r t i c l e .  I

d i d n ’ t  g e t  t o  t a l k  t o  m a m a ,

b u t  I  d o  f e e l  b e t t e r .  T h a n k s

f o r  g o i n g  w i t h  m e  d o w n  m e m -

o r y  l a n e .

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

OPEN HOUSE/

RIBBON CUTTING
SAT. OCT. 13

10:30 A.M.ALL AREINVITED!

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio

559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102
(behind Subway)
Madera Ranchos

Arts & Crafts Studio • Acrylikc Painting • Bisque • Wood Items9
/1
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The Art of Painting
with Elaine

559-232-9442

Paul has been effective as a prosecutor

and has rightly been critical of his opponent's

mishandling of the Waterman-Jackson case,

which could cost Madera County thousands

of dollars if a retrial is needed, or if the case

goes to appeal after conviction.

I am supporting Paul Hornick for DA as

he shows he is committed to cleaning up the

DA's office, being tough on crime and being

effective as a prosecutor representing the in-

terests of the entire County.

Sincerely,

Graham Towerton

Coarsegold

Dear Editor:

As the President of the Madera Deputy

Sheriffs’ Association, I would like to express

our support for Sally Orme Moreno. There

are some distinct differences between the two

candidates and here is why Sally was our

clear choice.

Sally Orme Moreno is a former police

officer and has the most experience as a Sen-

ior Prosecutor. She has handled some of the

most heinous crimes in Madera County with

a proven record of success. Her background

working with other law enforcement agen-

cies is exceptional and has led to numerous

convictions. Working well with other crimi-

nal justice agencies is critical to fight crime in

our community.

Sally’s proven success has earned her

dozens of endorsements. Some include our

Madera County Sheriff Jay Varney and for-

mer Sheriffs John Anderson, Ed Bates and

Berk Berkley. Additionally, other organiza-

tions and associations like Cal Fire Local

2881, the Madera Probation Peace Officers

Association and the statewide law enforce-

ment organization PORAC have all joined

with us in support of Sally Orme Moreno for

Madera D.A.

Sally is a good person. She is a wife,

mother and volunteer in our community. Her

concern for the safety of our citizens is sec-

ond to none. That is why the Madera Deputy

Sheriffs’ Association endorsed Sally Orme

Moreno for District Attorney.

Thank you,

Michael Motz, President

Madera County Deputy Sheriff’s Assoc.

Dear Editor:

I'm writing this in support of Paul Hor-

nick's candidacy for Madera County DA. We

have lived in Madera County for over 30

years. I feel Paul is the man for this job. He

jumped in when this County was in trouble

and Sally left for Fresno. That speaks vol-

umes to me. Loyalty is everything to me.

Paul has stepped up and done the job. I feel

he is a man of integrity and the fact he is serv-

ing our country along with doing this job is

amazing. Thank you, Paul, you have our

family’s support!

Jill Satterfield

Madera County

Dear Editor:

Recently defense attorney, Steve

Geringer, weighed in on the race for the Dis-

trict Attorney here in Madera. So, what does

a defense attorney have to say about the race

for District Attorney? Maybe, we should

think about who he is and where his interests

might truly be. That is not what people of

Madera really feel when they are giving their

clients “good deals” so swiftly. Do the vic-

tims or their families really believe that? If

you were to ask any of them that question,

they would without a doubt tell you “no.”

If Steve Geringer is thinking that life

might be easier and his pocketbook fatter if

the DA’s office would plead down all their

cases, that is just sad. If this is the case, no

pun intended, he’s probably looking for the

weaker candidate. This would only show that

they, meaning the district attorney, would be

more concerned with getting along with his

courtroom counterparts rather than pursuing

true justice for victims of the crime. I’m not

a rocket scientist, but that seems like a

“gimme” to me.

As for his comment, that “most” attor-

neys feel the same way, he only means that

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

Please see LETTERS on P. 12
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Click on “Local News” at 

The Hub of Your Home

Hub. It’s kind of a funny word, but it’s descrip-

tive of where most of life’s stuff lands. You know: the

flat surfaces in the kitchen/dining area. It’s the area of

activity where we come and go and make plans,

make meals and make messes. When I looked up the

word hub in the dictionary, I expected to see the word

center, but there was an added adjective — "the ef-

fective center of an activity.” Now that’s a different

story! Many hubs are far from effective and none is

effective 100% of the time. 

Lots of people think they’re the only ones who

struggle with what to do with the stuff that spreads it-

self around the kitchen/dining area. But, since we

don’t usually drop by other people’s homes unan-

nounced, they have time

to bag it up, stick it in a

closet and pretend it

doesn’t exist. Maybe

that’s been your mode of

operation as well. 

The problem

comes when three

weeks later, “Where’s

that form I needed to fill out?” Or, “Where’s the busi-

ness card for the new yard care person?” Or, “How

come I didn’t know you had a field trip today?”

When combating the problem, some talk about

creating a Command Center, but with that I picture

someone giving orders to a group of subordinates.

For many of us, that’s not the case (anymore). So,

for today’s purpose we’ll stick with “The Hub” and

look at ways to make the center of activity more ef-

fective. 

First let’s dismiss the idea of perfection. That’s

not the goal. We’re not talking about polished coun-

tertops and the table set with china and cloth napkins

24/7. The goal is peace and productivity. Having

space to make dinner. Spending time doing your “to

dos” rather than looking for the list. Having easy ac-

cess to what you need without it getting in the way. 

What types of activities take place, or need to
take place in this area to make it more effective?
Mail processing and active paperwork are normally

the biggest need and challenge. Even if you’re now

paying bills online, there’s still plenty of mail and

paperwork entering the hub. When organizing

paper, most people think they need to leave it out

and “see” it in order to remember to do it. The prob-

lem is that once there’s a pile, you only see the top

one and if it’s all going in a bag when company

comes, you won’t see any of it. Shift your thinking

to “horizontal is hidden, and vertical is visible.” 

Grab your pile of papers and put them into
categories. You might try: Action, Bills, Events, File,

Read, Receipts, etc. Those are ideas, but you need to

categorize and name them according to what makes

sense to you. File your papers into labeled folders and

place them in an attractive file folder organizer for your

countertop or on the wall. Yes, in the kitchen area!

Keep it close to the action so it’s user-friendly. If you

process your mail daily and link your paperwork to

something you’re already doing it will keep it from

getting overwhelming. 

What about all those lists and reminders
scribbled on envelopes and sticky notes? The best

de-clutter method is to use your smart phone. My top

three favorite ways are Reminders—it will remind

me to do things at specific times and/or places, Gro-

cery IQ — I can make lists for various stores and

they’re always with me and using Contacts for stor-

ing names and numbers instead of keeping business

cards or filing a piece of paper. 

If you’re more of a paper person, consider
using just one spiral notebook and having a page

per day for all your notes and lists. Keep it with you

and don’t tear out the pages. That way you’ll have

them all in one place. 

Posting routine charts for household tasks
(kids and adults) can help the hub run more ef-

fectively as well.These

can be hung on clip-

boards or posted inside

cabinet doors if you’d

prefer them not to be

seen. 

Tracking activi-
ties is essential. Even if

you have your calendar

on your phone and have it synched with family

members, it’s important to come together at the be-

ginning of the week to review and connect. A fam-

ily calendar on the wall can be color-coded for each

member and available for everyone to view. 

Make sure you have basic supplies available
for all the activities/projects that take place at the

kitchen table — bill paying, homework, etc. If you

have more than will fit in a kitchen drawer, consider

a small three-tier rolling cart that can be placed in a

closet or bedroom when company comes. 

Attach hooks to entryway walls for backpacks,

purses, coats, etc. Place a large basket there to catch in-

coming stuff before it hits the table and use it to place

outgoing items the night before. This will save your

hub from being the dumping ground. You can make

it super-cute with ideas from Pinterest. Just search

“Command Center” instead of Hub, but I’m going to

stick with Hub — an effective center of an activity. 

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at  P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organized bychoice.com.
You can also visit www. organizedby-
choice.com.

Lots of people think they’re the only
ones who struggle with what to do with the
stuff that spreads itself around the
kitchen/dining area.

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

9/18

call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435
CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com

20-Year Ranchos resident • 25+ years experience
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722auto • home • commercial • workers comp

9
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36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

9/18

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

674-1663

23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

9/18

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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are you ready for
NATURAL polishes and removers?

follow us on Instagram: @ranchossugarcoatnails

• personalized designs
• long-lasting gel polish

• by appointment only
• call for more information

Ranchos Sugar Coat Nails

559-718-3788

9/18

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

FREE
1st 100 Gallons • 1st Year Tank Rental

Installation of a Kamps Tank
Leak and Safety Inspection

Let Kamps Propane show you the difference of
becoming a customer! Call Lora Brazil at 559-356-4992

O.A.C.  • some restrictions may apply

9
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WOOD / CARPET / LAMINATE / VINYL

Call your
Ranchos neighbor

HAL CAPPS for your
BEAUTIFUL, NEW FLOOR!

1820 E. McKinley (east of Blackstone) • 559-445-0206

Valley Remnants
& Rolls

WHY
PAY
MORE?

9
/1
8

for most defense attorneys the same thing ap-

plies. A quick look around town would only

find that most private defense attorneys who

get paid by criminal defendants are just look-

ing for a particular, or should I say weaker,

candidate in front of their offices.

Just because private defense attorneys

support a particular candidate does not make

this very convincing to me, unless he’s trying

to convince me to vote for Sally Moreno as

the new District Attorney of Madera. I want

someone who is willing to fight for that true

justice for the people of Madera. If so, she

definitely has my vote!

Ted Januse

Madera County

Dear Editor:

I find when it comes to politics, it can be

very time consuming and confusing. I take

my voting rights seriously and when it di-

rectly involves our community, I give the can-

didates more than a side glance. I spend a lot

of time trying to separate the truth from half-

truths. I check out who has current accom-

plishments and who is using the past on their

platform. I spend the time, researching each

candidate, requiring a lot of reading and

Googling them. I take the time to speak with

the candidates and to observe them at com-

munity events.

Time spent, checking out who is endors-

ing whom. Is it a single person, a group that

stands for our community, a group that I, as an

older, female, veteran can support and sup-

ports me? I check out their signs and flyers. I

actually Googled each case listed by candi-

dates.

Even after all this, it’s not always a clear

vote; but this year, the decision has been made

easy for me. In the election for Madera

County District Attorney, my vote goes to

Paul Hornick.

It was made very easy for me when Paul

showed up on my doorstep with his wife. He

answered all my questions with no hesitation.

Paul even asked me questions that I had not

thought about and had the answers to them as

well. I have seen Paul and his family out in

the community several times and each time

he is actively reaching out to people. Paul is

easy to approach, eager to give his time and

share his knowledge of the office he is run-

ning for and how he plans on making it better.

I like everything I read about Paul, in-

cluding those that are endorsing him. I like his

commitment to our community and his fam-

ily. I’ve watched how hard Paul works and

that his family is by his side. What clinched it

for me? Paul Hornick was named Prosecutor

of the Year on Aug. 23, 2018 and was re-

cently promoted to Major in the U.S. Army.

Do your research, take advantage of

Google/social media, listen to what Paul Hor-

nick has to say and then, use your right to

Vote.

Sincerely,

Laura Marie Lemanek

Madera County

Dear Editor:

After the Golden Valley Chamber of

Commerce meeting where Deputy DA Sally

Moreno out of the Fresno District Attorney

Office was the guest speaker, I am even more

convinced that she is not the best candidate

for the Madera District Attorney position.

Mostly she addressed the 1990s, which is over

20 years ago; single people endorsing her;

conflicting information from one statement to

the next; not clear on her statements; and she

never really said what she would bring to the

Madera DA office to make it a better office.

She was there under David Linn as a supervi-

sor and people quit because of her attitude and

management (or lack of) skills. I personally

have seen and heard her attitude toward me.

She is aggressive and confrontational when

questioned about her abilities. She did not

give us information on what she is doing now.

What kinds of cases is she prosecuting? How

prepared is she to prosecute these cases? Why

would she bring up a misdemeanor case? This

was an old case. Is she prosecuting misde-

meanor cases (County Jail) or felony cases

(State Prison)? How many cases has she pros-

ecuted in the last one-five years? What is her

success rate? She talked at length about the

Keep California Safe Act which has been put

on hold until 2020. What does that have to do

with how well she is equipped to manage and

run the Madera District Attorney's Office?

LETTERS cont. from P. 9

Please see LETTERS on P. 13
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We have a smooth-running Madera DA Office
right now. Last thing we need is dissension
within the office. Madera is a small office with
a lot of crime within the County. There are a lot
of cases that need to be tried. Right now, we
have good attorneys working in the office. Let's
make sure we keep these attorneys and they
don't go somewhere else. The November 6
election is right around the corner. This is ver-
batim. She said: "I am the best person I can be."
Is that good enough? And how good is her best?
Becky Gribble
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
I am writing in support of Paul Hornick's

candidacy for District Attorney.
My wife and I arrived in Madera in1995,

grateful to find a place where we could afford
to own a home and raise a family. After 23
years, we are still here and proud to call
Madera home. I own and operate a small one-
man law practice in Madera and I have ap-
peared in court against both Paul Hornick and
Sally Moreno. I am supporting Paul over
Sally because, from my perspective, Paul em-
bodies what it is that a District Attorney
should be.

Paul is fair and ethical. Never once have
I wondered if I have received all of the docu-
mentation and evidence that I am entitled to,
and on more than one occasion, Paul has gone
extra steps to ensure that items unknown to
me were provided in accordance with the law.

Paul is the good actor in the court, wearing
the white hat, that all Deputy District Attor-
neys should be.

Paul is extremely hard-working. I have,
on multiple occasions, received telephone
calls and emails from Paul late into the
evening and at all hours on the weekends. It is
not uncommon for me to drive by the District
Attorney's Office and see Paul's car parked
alone in the parking lot. His hard work, dedi-
cation and perseverance is most visible in the
way he has run his campaign. Since entering
the race in January 2018, Paul has worked
nonstop, attending numerous events and di-
rectly canvassing nearly 4,000 homes. A sim-
ple review of his campaign Facebook page,
which I encourage all to do, proves this point;
Paul is truly everywhere. Given all that has

transpired in the District Attorney's office
over the past 10 years, these are the exact
qualities we need in a District Attorney to
move this office forward in the way that it
needs to be moved forward.

Paul is truly endorsed. A review of Paul's
agency endorsements reveals him to be the
true law enforcement choice of Madera
County. Paul is also actually wanted by his
peers and fellow employees who are currently
employed at the office.

Paul has won virtually every major agency
endorsement available since entering the race.
And, as recently pointed out by fellow lawyer
Steven Gerringer, Paul's endorsements resulted
from actual membership votes. This is hugely

LETTERS cont. from P. 12
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Hello 93636,
Thirty-Three years ago, Sept. 28th, I

walked through the front door of Complete
Car Care for the very first time. Man, oh
man how vehicles have changed. The
complexity of a 2018 vehicle compared to
its 1985 version is immense. I don't foresee
that trend slowing anytime soon but I do
foresee the nature of that complexity
changing as we rapidly move to the electric
vehicle.

Tesla Inc. has a new challenger in the
full-electric vehicle market place: Faraday
Future (FF). FF recently moved into its
new production facility, formerly the Pirelli
tire plant in Hanford, to assemble its new
FF 91 car of the future. The facility is
800,000 square feet and will support up to
1,300 jobs for our local economy.

FF is an American start-up technol-
ogy company focused on the development
of intelligent electric vehicles. FF was es-
tablished in April 2014 and is headquar-
tered in Los Angeles.

FF's lithium-ion battery technology
produces the world’s highest energy den-
sity batteries and will extend driving ranges
well in excess of 300 miles on a single
charge. This represents a significant step
forward in battery technology and removes
the largest obstacle for full electric vehi-
cles. As I recall from my hybrid/electric
vehicle training classes, Nissan Leaf and
Chevrolet Volt lithium-ion batteries
achieved driving ranges of 80 and 50 miles
on a single charge respectively.

FF’s proposed electric vehicle will
have 15 percent higher specific energy than
a Tesla Model S and it utilizes a multi-cell
solution where both individual cells and/or
groups of cells can be replaced. In my
mind, that will make the vehicle easier and
less expensive to diagnosis and repair.

Full-electric vehicles have significant
advantages over today’s vehicles in that
full-electric vehicles do not need an inter-
nal combustion engine or transmission.
FF’s Head of Design, Richard Kim, dis-
cussed his interest in creating a vehicle that
featured internet access, in-car entertain-
ment, aromatherapy technology and er-
gonomic interior design. Aromatherapy
technology uses plant materials and other
aroma compounds to improve psycholog-
ical and/or the physical well-being of the
user.

Faraday Brings the Future

WOW!
Is this a cure for road rage? I need some

aromatherapy technology in my vehicles. The
stick of perfume in my air duct doesn't work so
well these days.

Faraday Future plans to begin testing its
self-driving vehicles on California roads soon.
On Aug. 28, FF celebrated its first-ever suc-
cessful, pre-production build of the new FF 91
vehicle on the Hanford fac-
tory assembly line. The FF
91 will be the first full-pro-
duction vehicle and flag-
ship model of FF. First
deliveries are expected in
early 2019. The FF 91 is an
all-electric, ultra-luxury,
autonomous-ready and
seamlessly connected, in-
telligent vehicle. The FF
91's Dynamic Vehicle
Control integrates torque vectoring (ability to
vary the torque to each wheel), four-wheel
steering and semi-active damping suspension
systems into a synchronously functioning unit.
FF 91 users will experience a smooth, agile,
enhanced ride with sure-footed traction that
will allow the FF 91 to accelerate from 0-60
mph in less than three seconds. Remember,
the torque (twisting force) of an electric motor

is consistent. The FF 91 will accelerate just as
hard at 1 mph as it will at 100 mph. In fact, elec-
tric vehicles accelerate so hard that many require
special tires to keep from twisting the tires’ side-
walls apart.

The FF 91 is intuitive and will recognize and
greet you before you enter the vehicle. As the ve-
hicle learns your habits and patterns, it will antic-
ipate your driving preferences and content

choices. The more you use the vehicle the more
intuitive it will become. One third of the vehicle's
interior is dedicated for internet living space. FF’s
vision is to create a mobility ecosystem that em-
powers people to move and connect freely. The
race for full production of the FF 91 has begun
and FF is currently hiring on a large scale.

One of FF's priorities is its partnership with
the College of the Sequoias (COS) in Visalia to

educate and train newly hired employees at Cal-
ifornia’s Training and Resource Center in Han-
ford. In groups of 20-25, the newly hired
employees, will undergo 40 hours of team build-
ing, decision making, problem solving and lead-
ership-skills training needed in the Hanford
facility. The COS training will be followed by ad-
ditional manufacturing training on site at the Han-
ford factory. FF Senior VP of Manufacturing,
Dag Reckhorn, said, “The worker training pro-
gram with College of the Sequoias through the
California ETP grant is essential to the future suc-
cess of the Hanford facility.”

Also in discussion for the near future is a for-
mal FF Management Training curriculum with a
select group of community colleges in Tulare,
Kings and Fresno counties. I'm sorry to see
Madera Community College is not mentioned in
this group. Local opportunities abound in the au-
tomotive industry. My industry needs bright,
young and intelligent minds which GVUSD has
in abundance. I urge the GVUSD Board of
Trustees to consider these facts when building its
curriculum and new 11-acre Vocational Educa-
tion Training Facility on the Liberty High School
Campus.

God Bless America and God Bless 93636
Warren Parr
ASE Master, Advance Level and Hybrid

Certified
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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important and should not be minimized.
Paul stayed through tough times. Lastly,

and perhaps most importantly, Paul stayed
when the times got tough and he continues to
serve the people of Madera County despite a
crazy and chaotic office environment; Paul re-
mained loyal to Madera County and quietly
provided leadership by his example of hard
work. Loyalty is a quality that is often lacking
from our leaders. We have an opportunity as
a County to elect a person of real character
and start a new chapter for our District Attor-
ney's office. For all of these reasons, I will be
voting for Paul this November. I hope you
will join me.

Respectfully submitted,
Glen Tim Neal
Madera

Dear Editor:

I’m writing to recommend the Rancho’s
Community vote for Paul Hornick for Madera
County District Attorney.

Paul Hornick stayed working in the of-
fice when times got rough and took on more
to help the people of Madera County.

He also worked on the Political Corrup-
tion Unit. We need to keep this unit in the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office so no elected officials
are above the law.

Respectfully,
Michelle Garcia
Madera County

Dear Editor:
I want to endorse Paul Hornick for the

upcoming election in Madera County for dis-
trict attorney.

I have reviewed both candidates and
choose to work with Paul on his upcoming elec-
tion. This is not something I would typically be
involved with however in this case I do believe

Paul is the more qualified candidate and with
the DA’s history it is time for the right guy to be
running the show. I see Paul go to work, then
out and about at events and putting on the miles
going door to door, then back home to work on
more DA items. Personally, I could not main-
tain that schedule. Paul recently pointed out
doing his service to this country in the reserves
– a three-hour water treading exercise, being
promoted to Major – and then back from Mil-
pitas to Madera in order to be a part of the
Madera County Fair then back to Milpitas the
next day with yet another return. To me that is
devotion to duty not only to this great country
but the citizens of Madera as well. Paul has told
me his plans to fix the DA's office and better
utilize his team within. To me that is leadership!
Mike Creech
Chowchilla

Dear Editor:
In this coming November election, I have

decided I will be voting Paul Hornick for
Madera County District Attorney. With elec-
tions two months away, I still have no opinion
of the other candidate, Sally Moreno. I have
not met or spoken to Mrs. Moreno and know
nothing about her.

However, Paul Hornick has come out to
my home to introduce himself. I have seen
him at a few events in town, most recently at
the Madera Fair and Ranchos Barter & Auc-
tion Monday Madness meet up at Life Tree
church. He stated he wanted to get out and
meet the community and make himself avail-
able should Madera residents have any ques-
tions for him. I found Mr. Hornick to be
extremely articulate and professional. He did
not have a pushy speech prepared, nor did he
talk repeatedly about himself. I enjoyed his
open and honest approach. I was impressed
with his strong work ethic and eagerness to

LETTERS cont. from P. 13
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Child Care 

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.

Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call

661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep 

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29

years of experience. Wood stove inserts,

pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean

dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,

BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-

tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.

Call 559-970-4476.

Classified
Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special iz ing in

both cont inuous and s tandard ra in

gutters.  General  Contractor.  Repair

Maintenance.  12 years  working in

the  area .  * * N E W  P H O N E  N U M -

B E R :  5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 * *

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-

CLABLE PICKUP -  KIDS 4 RE-

CYCLING offers  p ickup of  a l l

recyclable  mater ia ls  inc luding

paper,  plast ic,  glass,  aluminum and

cardboard .  Call  Diana at  999-

6832.

Funds support Ranchos community

organizations and schools. 

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST

HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.

TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-

ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-

ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -

Screen, track, sills included. Remove

hard water stain on home windows,

shower doors and car windows. Cobweb

removal  too. Fully insured. Call Nick

at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Huckabee’s Heating & Air Conditioning
Locally owned and operated

37082 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

559-662-0336

www.huckabeeshvac.com
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Nancy Watson

645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson.   She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment.  Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 9/18

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,

Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at

current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-

lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 9/18

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

    Real Estate

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether

you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist. 
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the Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT IN

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Because two important elections occur this

year, the June primary and the coming Nov. 6

general election, this column has discussed voting methods and recommended candidates and

propositions. At the risk of repetition, here we go again. 

Beware voting by mail.
Absentee ballots (vote-by-mail ballots) will start arriving in mailboxes the week of Oct.

9. Originally intended for the few voters who could not physically get to the polls on election

day, now over half of all California voters mail in their ballots. 

Mailed ballots go through many hands in transit, and when received at election headquarters

are held – somewhere - until election day. The boxes upon boxes of absentee ballots (along with

those of provisional ballots) are opened, registrations are verified, signatures are “verified” by

scrolling across a computer screen for a split second, and the ballots are hand counted. 

A June 6 Sacramento Bee article, entitled “Why California Takes So Long to Count Ballots,”

pointed out the backlog of mailed-in ballots “stacking up in election offices” and noted that “… coun-

ties had to deal with more than 4 million unprocessed ballots long after the concession and accept-

ance speeches had been delivered …” How absurd: Votes counted after the election is over. 

It is best, if at all possible, to vote in person at the polls. On election day you can take your mail-in

ballot and envelope to your polling place, surrender it, and ask for a regular ballot that you can vote on

the spot. If you no longer want to receive mail-in

ballots, you can cancel them at sos.ca.gov. Please go

to ElectionIntegrityProject.com. to learn how you

can be a trained observer of the election process.

Beware voting by provisional ballot.
In the past, the requirement to vote was sim-

ply that a qualified voter show up at his or her

precinct (usually within the neighborhood), mark

his or her ballot in secret and deposit it in the secure

receptacle. Now just about anyone who shows up

but is not on the rolls is allowed to vote “provi-

sionally” for almost any reason. Provisional bal-

lots then go through the same process as mail-ins

and add to the delay in a final vote tally. To avoid

this, be sure to go to your correct polling place,

where your name will be listed on the rolls.

Beware misleading propositions. 
We’ve been hoodwinked in the past by misleading (lying?) descriptions of proposed proposi-

tions, such as high-speed rail and Cap and Trade. A prime example is the wording for this election’s

Proposition 6. The official ballot description heading says that it “Eliminates Certain Road Repair and

Transportation Funding.” The truth is that it does not affect spending decisions at all but instead re-

peals the increase in gasoline tax and registration fees enacted last year and requires that any future

increases must be approved by a vote of the electorate. Unfortunately, politicians can still spend willy-

nilly, but when Proposition 6 passes they will have less of our hard-earned money to waste. 

Perhaps if we elect Republicans they will actually fix the roads with the hard-earned money

we have already sent for that purpose. Yes, that’s a shameless appeal to vote Republican. 

Get the facts at ReformCalifornia.org, where you can volunteer, get yard signs and donate.

Spread the word! Vote YES on Prop 6!

Endorsements by the Mountain Area Conservative Forum (642-4921, MACF@sti.net.) 

A prime example is the wording
for this election’s Proposition 6. The
official ballot description heading
says that it “Eliminates Certain Road
Repair and Transportation Funding.”
The truth is that it does not affect
spending decisions at all but instead
repeals the increase in gasoline tax
and registration fees enacted last year
and requires that any future increases
must be approved by a vote of the
electorate.

Governor - John Cox

Lt. Governor – No conservatives on ballot

Secretary of State - Mark Meuser

State Controller - Konstantinos Roditis

Treasurer – Greg Conlon

State Attorney General - Steven Bailey

State Insurance Commissioner - Steve Poizner

State Board of Equal. District 1 - Ted Gaines

U. S. Senator – No conservatives on ballot

U. S. Cong., 4th District - Tom McClintock

State Senate, 8th District - Andreas Borgeas

State Assembly, District 5 - Frank Bigelow

Madera District Attorney - Sally Moreno 

or Paul Hornick

CALIFORNIA PROPOSITIONS:

YES on Proposition 5 and Proposition 6

NO on all others

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party  website
at www.centralvalleyteaparty. com for more in-
formation.

Let the Voter Beware



Click on “Local News” at 

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

559-454-8060

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

559-301-1613
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

559-363-1851
Barber Shop

& Shave Parlor

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

Page 20

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

We do any type of
housecleaning,

offices, rentals and
window cleaning. 

WE DO IT ALL!
Call us for

FREE estimates.

15 years experience
many references in the Ranchos

R&L Housecleaning

559-718-9941
559-514-9816

HOUSE  CLEANING

BUZZ CUT
WEDNESDAYS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

559-439-2004
$10
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Aspects favor new romances for unpaired Ewes and Rams.
Already-paired Arian twosomes experience renewed harmony in their relationships. Money
matters also take a bright turn.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Use that strong Bovine determination to help you keep the faith
with your convictions while you move through a period of uncertainty. Things begin to ease by
the week's end.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Pay attention to your intuition alerting you to be more careful about
accepting a "statement of fact" simply on trust. Don't be shy about asking for more proof.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Concern for the well-being of someone in need is admirable. But don't
forget to take care of yourself as well. Ask a family member, close friend or colleague to help you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It's OK to focus on the demands of your career. But reach out to family
and friends to try to avoid misunderstandings. Your sharp intuitive sense kicks in by midweek.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Keep a rein on jealousy -- it’s counterproductive. Instead of
resenting a colleague's good points, concentrate on developing your own abilities.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Spending time on a creative project during this high-energy
week can pay off both in emotional satisfaction and in impressing someone who is glad to see this
side of you.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Now is a good time to start planning that trip you've put
off because of the demands on your time. Be sure to choose a destination that is new and exciting.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) That upbeat mood in the first part of the week
makes you eager to take on new ventures. A more serious note sets in later to help you assess an
upcoming decision.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A high energy level gives the Goat the get-up-and-
go to finish outstanding tasks before deadline, leaving time for well-earned fun and games with
friends and family.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Dealing with disappointment is never easy. But the
wise Aquarian will use it as a vital lesson and be the better for it. A close friend has something
important to say.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Best bet is not to get involved in an argument between
colleagues until you know more about who started it and why. And even then, appearances could
be deceiving. Be alert.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have creative gifts that inspire those who
get to see this sometimes-hidden side of you.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676



Page 22

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which of the Great
Lakes reaches the farthest north and
west?
2. LITERATURE: Which English poet
wrote and illustrated "Songs of
Innocence and of Experience"?
3. MOVIES: Who played the female
lead in the 1942 film "Casablanca"?
4. OLYMPICS: In which sport would
you perform the "Fosbury Flop"?
5. BUSINESS: Where was entrepreneur
/inventor Elon Musk born and raised?
6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
does a phlebotomist do for a living?
7. SCIENCE: What law is represented
by the equation F=ma?
8. TELEVISION: Who starred in the
TV series "Quantum Leap"?
9. HISTORY: In which war did the
Battle of Verdun take place?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the
name of an otter's home?

1.LakeSuperior
2.WilliamBlake
3.IngridBergman
4.Thehighjump
5.SouthAfrica
6.Drawsbloodfromthehuman

body
7.Newton'ssecondlawofmotion
8.ScottBakula
9.WorldWarI
10.Aholtorcouch

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc. © 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,
Wednesday, October 10 at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join
us and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

““WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  II jjooiinn  tthhee  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee??””

WWhheenn’’ss  tthhee  NNEEXXTT  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  MMeeeettiinngg??

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ranchos
and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because I feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.

9/
18

CCoommmmuunniittyy  CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeee  LLiigghhttiinngg  ••  VVeetteerraannss  CChhrriissttmmaass  PPrrooggrraamm
FFiirreewwoorrkkss  BBooootthh  FFuunnddrraaiisseerr  ••  LLiibbeerrttyy  HHiigghh    BBuussiinneessss  SScchhoollaarrsshhiippss  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ••  SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  LLooccaall  BBuussiinneesssseess  
SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  LLooccaall  PPrroojjeeccttss  ••  IInntteerreessttiinngg  SSppeeaakkeerrss

GGrreeaatt  MMoonntthhllyy  MMiixxeerrss  ••  TThhee  oonnllyy  tthhiinngg  mmiissssiinngg  iiss  YYOOUU!!
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Senior Report

HolidayCraftFairandHalloweenSneakingUp
By Margaret Tynan

Excitement is mounting at the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors Center. The Inaugural Holi-
dayCraftFair isalmosthere.Over30artistsand
crafters from the local community and sur-
rounding area will exhibit their work on Satur-
day, Oct. 20 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. You won’t
want to miss this event. This is a great place to
meet the artists and crafters to learn about their
work and
find that per-
fect hand-
craftedgiftor
item to en-
hance your
home décor.
You will be
able to
choose from
a diverse
array of
lovely things
inc lud ing
paintings,
prints, hand-
craftedsoaps,
candles,vari-
ous wood-
work art and
g a r d e n
pieces, photo
and art cards,
o n e - o f - a -
kind needle-
w o r k
creat ions,
jewelry, holiday ornaments and so much more.
The craft fair will be held at the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center, 37330 Berkshire Dr. in the
Madera Ranchos. Parking for the event will be
in the vacant lot on Avenue 12, just west of
Lee’s Kitchen. Look for the parking signs and
the persons who will direct you. We look for-
ward to seeing you there. If you have questions,
contact the Center at 645-4864.

Ghostsandgoblinswillonceagainhauntthe
Ranchos/Hills Seniors at the annual Halloween
party and potluck on Thursday, October 25 at 6
p.m. It’s always a good time with games, prizes
and delicious food. Members and their guests
dress in funny or scary costumes to compete for
prizes. Who will be the funniest, the most fright-
ening, the most original or ??? Spooky decora-
tionsareplannedtoaddtothefestiveatmosphere.
The evening should prove to be a lot of fun.

The members of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors
are getting ready to vote for the new officers in
November.Thenominatingcommitteeishardat
workpreparingtheslateofcandidatesforthevar-
ious positions. Our current President, Verlaine

Elinburg, is completing her busy 2-year term in
December and will serve as Past President for
2019 and 2020. Verlaine moved to the Madera
Ranchosin1980fromClovisandjoinedtheSen-
iorsin2009.SheservedasCorrespondingSecre-
tarypriortohertermasPresident.Sheworkedfor
theU.S.Postalservicebeginningin1990andheld
the position of Post Master at Bass Lake,
CoarsegoldandfinallyretiredfromOakhurstPost
Office in 2009. Verlaine has a very interesting

background.
Born the
youngest of
six girls in
India and
raised in what
was then
Burma, she
emigrated to
the U.S in
1964.Shesays
thatasayoung
woman she
was quite ath-
letic. She
shared an arti-
cle from the
sports page of
a Burma
newspaper
that said,
“Verlaine [is]
one of the best
youngwomen
hockey play-
ers Burma has
ever had …”

She has kept that spirit and vitality in her work
with the Center. She says she has been able to
build on her management and teamwork skills
and has gained self-esteem during her tenure. I
askedVerlainewhatshehopesfortheCenter.She
would like to see continued integration into the
community throughconnectionwithothercom-
munity groups. She is very active in many of the
local Madera Ranchos organizations. Verlaine’s
contributions and hard work as President of the
Ranchos/HillsSeniors isverymuchappreciated.
We look forward to continued work with her in
her new capacity.

Don’tforgettocometotheregularBakeand
Boutique Sale and the Treasure House and Gar-
denSaleonSaturday,Oct.6from8a.m.tonoon.
ThewritinggroupcontinueseveryMondayfrom
3 to 5 p.m. and stretching and strength building
exerciseclassmeetseveryMonday-Wednesday-
Friday at 10 a.m.

Thought for October: "Creativity is allow-
ing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing
which ones to keep." -- Scott Adams, creator of
Dilbert cartoons

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 9/
18

Snoring can be a symptom of Obstructive Sleep Apnea
(OSA) and lead to:

Headaches • Poor Concentration • Daytime Sleepiness
Sexual Dysfunction • Weight Gain • Type ll Diabetes

Hypertension • Stroke • Cardiovascular Disease • Cancer
If you or a loved one suffer from snoring
or OSA, or wear a CPAP machine,
contactouroffice formore information on
FDA-approved oral sleep appliances
which give you a good night’s sleep
without the discomfort of CPAP,
surgery or drugs. In most cases they
are covered by medical insurance.

559-645-5320
www.ranchosdental.net

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

9/
18
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Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

9/18

TriEase Softgels were
developed to protect against
seasonal and environmental
elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system

when needed most.

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon
645-4948 or 430-7131call

By Jerrica Edmundson

This month at the library we are getting back into the swing of school schedules and
new AR (Accelerated Reader) levels for the kids. We’ve got a great selection of books
available for all ages and will gladly look up AR levels and points for any book you need.

We will be starting movie nights here with a great selection of films for everyone in
the family, so keep an eye out on our Facebook page for updates on those events. We also
plan on starting a knitting/crochet/quilting group with a sign-up sheet at the desk, so come
on in and get involved.

Here’s what your librarian is reading for this month:
Jerrica’s Shelf

Air Awakens by Elise Kova
This is a great fantasy romp where you follow a young

woman named Vhalla, who is a library assistant and has been
for most of her life. She is suddenly faced with an awakening of
magical powers that she has spent her life being completely ter-
rified of due to the effect that these powers had on her parents
when she was a child. She has a mysterious benefactor giving
her lessons through notes left in the pages of a book she was
given by another equally mysterious person donning the
robes of the sorcerers.

I’m really enjoying this novel and looking forward to
the sequels as it is an engrossing tale that presents a unique take on how
magic works in a world where there are opposing sides at war with each other on how this
magic should be put to use.

Accelerated Reader Now at Library

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214

Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org
• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

9/
18

The Bookshelf

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

9/
18
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By Jeff McGrath

RebateReplies

“HowlongdoIhavetowaitformyrebate?”
“WhenamIgoing toseemyrebate?”
“DidSEMCUlosemyrebaterequestorfor-

getme?”
These are some of the questions that are

heardbyVirginiadownat theChamberofCom-
merceorVerlaineat theSeniors’Center.

No,SEMCUdidnotforgetyouorloseyour
paperwork; it just takes time toprocess things.

Letmeexplainhowgrantswork ingeneral.
Usingourgrantwriters,SEMCUtriestofind

a grant that will benefit our area. Once a grant is
found,weapplyforthatmoney,tryingtomeetall
the criteria but not all grants are approved every
time.Whenthegrantisapproved, thereisadollar
value attached to it, but no money is advanced.
SEMCU usually loans “seed” money to start the
process.Quarterlywesubmitourexpensesanda
progress report to the state, it is reviewed by the
state and sometimes returned for corrections or
clarification.Whenallthepaperworkisaccepted,
theapprovedpaperworkissignedoffbySEMCU
and thegrantadministrator.

Enter, theState
ItisthenforwardedtotheStateTreasurerfor

issuance of a check minus 10 percent holding.
Thatcheckisthendepositedtoaspecialchecking
account and the reimbursement process begins.
This process takes anywhere from six to eight
months,whichiswhypeoplethatsubmittedrebate
requestsinAprilhavenotseenthemoneyyet.The
Low Flow grant was more transparent as
SEMCU purchased the devices and distributed
them while waiting for reimbursement from the
state.

The Washing Machine and Dishwasher
Grant isdifferent in thatyou, theconsumer,must
purchase the item first and submit proof of pur-
chase toSEMCU.Quarterlywesubmitarequest
forreimbursementtothestateandtheprocessbe-
gins.

It is a slow process, but the rebates will be
forthcoming.

Thankyouforyourpatience.
Weinviteyou to joinandattendaSEMCU

meeting. We meet on the third Monday each
month at the Pizza Factory at 6 p.m. SEMCU
would also like to thank the Pizza Factory for its
support anduseof itsmeeting room.

SEMCUisa501(c)3non-profitcharity that
represents the people of Southeast Madera
County. Its focus is on water conservation and
building a sustainable future. For more informa-
tion,pleasevisitourwebsiteatwww.semcu.org.

9/
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rebuild the District Attorney’s office.
I believe Paul Hornick is the best

choice for Madera County District Attor-
ney because we need and deserve someone
who will work tirelessly and go the extra
mile needed. We need and deserve some-
one who is not a politician, but a crime
fighter. I urge you to make the time to meet
Paul Hornick and decide for yourself. I am
confident you will agree.

Sincerely,
Angela Keeling
Madera County

Dear Editor:
I am pleased to endorse Paul Hornick

for the office of District Attorney. Not
only am I voting for him, but I actively
encourage all other qualified voters to do
the same. Citizens of Madera and I have
had the last weeks to observe and evaluate
the perspectives and agendas of the Dis-
trict Attorney candidates in this race but,
as an attorney, I have long observed their
practices and actions in our county. Mr.
Hornick is distinguished from other can-
didates by his honest approach and prag-
matic insight into our community’s needs,
his willingness to study the issues and his
active listening to concerns not only of

law enforcement and peers. A prosecu-
tor’s duty is to uphold the highest stan-
dards of liberty and justice for all, as is
embodied in our laws. Mr. Hornick has
done and will continue to do this. Mr.
Hornick’s work in the District Attorney’s
office has earned him the confidence of
his colleagues, who support him. His di-
rect, informed and ethical approach to
prosecution has earned him the respect of
the majority of attorneys in Madera
County. His work ethic is unmatched and
his credentials are all that could be
wished. I will be proud to vote for him in
the upcoming election.
Miranda Neal, Attorney
Raymond

LETTERS cont. from P. 17

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. The only rules?

Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002



Sign up at
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

For more information contact SEMCU at:
email: info@semcu.org or call: 559-363-9095

Dishwashers & Washing Machines

Dishwashers have been added to the
Reimbursement Grant for qualified residents

of South East Madera County
NOW GET $350 EACH FOR

certified as“Energy Star Rated”
Additional discounts at Ventura TV & Appliance

may bring the cost even lower!
www.VenturaTV.com 9/

18




