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he stately sign built of steel and

stacked stone that greets travelers

entering the Ranchos on Avenue 12
travelling westbound from Highway 41
wasn’t always there. And it wasn’t the idea
of multiple civic groups or County govern-
ment or a wealthy industrialist.

It was the idea of a 13-year-old boy
who spent the next four years of his life
seeing it come to fruition.

At the age of 13, Harrison Caetano
was looking for an Eagle Scout project that
would benefit the whole Ranchos commu-
nity. That was when he struck upon the idea
of a “Welcome to the Ranchos” sign and
elected to take on the challenge of getting
one built.

“My original vision was to have two
signs, one greeting travelers on Avenue 12
travelling east and another for travelers
coming through town travelling west,”
Caetano said.

Caetano knew this project would take
a lot of work and a lot of time, but he never
dreamed the process would take four years
to complete. He is now 18 and preparing to
head off to college and he credits the proj-
ect with teaching him many life lessons, be-
ginning with patience.

Caetano grew up in the Ranchos and
joined the scouting program as a Cub Scout
in first grade. When he advanced to the
level of Eagle Scout, he was very fortunate
to find a mentor early on in the process in
local resident and Golden Valley Unified
School District Trustee, Mona Diaz. Cae-
tano credits Diaz with helping him both
with the initial idea and with guiding him
through the entire process, step by step.

Once he had the vision of what he
wanted to do, Caetano met with the Golden

Valley Chamber of Commerce in the Ran-
chos to present his idea and see if there was
a true interest. When the Chamber mem-
bers were not only interested but actually
excited about the project, he knew he was
onto something. Working with Diaz, they
put together a plan to get the structure built.
Property owner Brock Moore readily do-
nated the use of his land just east of the
Ranchos for the future landmark, however
Caetano had difficulty finding land to place
a sign coming eastbound into the Ranchos
on Avenue 12.

Architect Richard Hallert generously
donated his time to help Caetano bring his
vision to life and plans were developed and
submitted to the County for approval. To
say there were minor roadblocks here and
there was an understatement.

“The Madera County planning com-
mission was the most frustrating step. It
took eight months for them to approve the
project,” Caetano said. “It was frustrating
not being able to work at my own pace and
not seeing any progress while we waited
for the planning commission.”

While waiting, Caetano made it his
mission to meet with local service organi-
zations including the Kiwanis Club, the
Golden Valley Unified School Board and
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors to explain what
he was doing and to try to get them on
board with adding their names or logos to
the sign once it was completed.

“| learned something new in every step
of this project,” he said. “At first | was re-
ally uncomfortable speaking in front of
groups and answering questions, but it did
get easier after a while. | also learned to ask
for what | needed from groups whether it
was donations or help getting things done.

Just managing the project was a lesson in
itself.”

In the end, a beautiful sign welcom-
ing all was erected. All of the time and
labor that went into building the landmark
was covered by generous donors from the
Ranchos and throughout the Valley. In ad-
dition to architect Hallert, Bedrock Civil
Engineering and Star Finishes were in-
strumental in the process, although sadly
Richard Hallert passed away before the
sign was completed. Caetano worked dili-
gently to raise approximately $3,000 from
the community and from private dona-
tions to cover the materials. Caetano
firmly believes that all of these lessons
will benefit him in college — he’s entering
a Pre-Business Program at the University

of Oregon — and in the business world in
the future.

“l want to thank the community for
their continued support and their patience
with me over the last four years in getting
this built. So many people offered encour-
agement and help along the way,” Caetano
said. “Unfortunately, |1 wasn’t able to get
back to everyone. It’s my hope that maybe
another Eagle Scout will take what I’ve
done and improve upon it. It would be
great to see the sign lit by solar lighting. It
would also be great to see that the service
organizations were added to the sign.” He
also hopes that one day a second sign will
eventually be built.

Harrison Caetano is the son of Tony
and Heidi Caetano of the Madera Ranchos.

Ranchos Area Roads Turn Deadly for September

By Randy Bailey

The month of September has proved deadly on local
roads around the Ranchos.
On Friday, Sept. 7 two people were killed on High-
way 145 near Road 38 on the northern boundary of the
Bonadelle Ranchos just west of Highway 41 at
about 10:30 in the morning.
The California Highway patrol reported
that a 2013 Ford Fusion driven by Sasha Wat-
son, 27, was travelling westbound on Highway
145 just west of Highway 41 and decided to pass a
car at a high rate of speed by entering the east-
bound lane of Highway 145 across a double yel-
low line. Unfortunately, her action put her
directly in the path of a 2013 Hyundai Accent driven by Kar-
rie Lynn Peterson, 51, of Oakhurst. The head-on collision killed
Peterson and Heidi Lynn Vanzeyl, 53, also of Oakhurst, who was
a passenger in Watson’s Ford Fusion. Two other passengers in
Watson’s car were taken to Community Regional Medical Center

and treated for major injuries and Watson was arrested for suspi-
cion of driving while impaired.
On Thursday, Sept. 20 two more people were killed
in a car crash on Avenue 9 near Children’s Hospital. Ad-
ditionally, two more were seriously injured, including
a one-year-old.
Another head-on collision, an eastbound
Acura Legend drifted into the westbound
lane of Avenue 9 and struck a Suzuki SUV.
Neither of the people sitting in the front of the
Suzuki were wearing seatbelts and were pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Their one-year-old child
was seriously injured, presumably because the
child was improperly strapped into a child safety
seat. The driver of the Acura was also seriously
injured and transported to Community Regional Medical
Center and the child was taken to Valley Children’s.
Additionally, the CHP reported a strong smell of marijuana
coming from the Acura as well as the presence of an open con-
tainer of alcohol in the car.

NO FLU SHOTS

FOR RANCHOS

The Madera County Department of
Public Health has decided not to provide
flu shots to the Ranchos this year. Calls
were put into the County but by press
time they had not been returned. Histor-
ically, shots have been administered the
first week of October. If the County re-
sponds, their answer will be posted on
the Ranchos Independent Facebook
page. Other sites in Madera County are:

Mtn. Christian Center Chowchilla City Hall
40299 Hwy. 49, Oakhurst 130 S. 2nd Street, Chowchilla
October 9, 2018 October 18, 2018
9-1lam. 10 - 11:30 a.m.

North Fork Post Office  Trinity Lutheran Health Fair
33173 Road 222, North Fork 1125 N. Lake Street, Madera
October 11, 2018 October 23, 2018
9:30-11am 9-11:30 p.m.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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check out

In Good Hands
with WARREN PARR

on Page 16 for useful and
informative automotive topics

What are Your Neighbors Saying?

Facebook 6 Reviews 5 Stars * Google 91 Reviews 4.8 Stars - Demand Force 319 Reviews 4.9 Stars

I've taken my car here several times when it needed some work and they've always done an excellent job. They've gone above
and beyond for me and was very reasonable with the prices. The staff there is knowledgeable, very kind, professional and up-
front with everything. I also like how they take pictures of what is wrong with your vehicle and email it to you so you can see ex-
actly what they are replacing. Thank you for everything! :) Heather

Best shop in Fresno, know what they're doing and get it done fast. Inozero

9/18

www.The Ranchos.com
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Letters

Dear Editor:

For too long the citizens of Madera
County have been short-changed in the Dis-
trict Attorneys' Office. The residents of
Madera County deserve better. We need
someone in that position that will work day
in and day out for our citizens and to improve
that department.

Paul Hornick is the best person for that
job. When things get tough, Paul does not run
from challenges, he leans into them and faces
them head on.

He is endorsed by the Madera Police Of-
ficers' Association, The Madera County Pros-
ecutors' Association, The Madera County
Correctional Officers' Association and the
Chowchilla City Police Officers' Association.
He is an Army veteran and continues to serve
our country as a Major in the JAG Reserves.
He recently received the “Prosecutor of the
Year” award, which is given to the prosecutor
who has consistently demonstrated outstand-
ing performance in their job duties. Why
would anyone want anyone else in this posi-
tion?

I urge you to reach out and discuss your
own concerns with him. He is always avail-
able to meet with anyone.

If all of this isn't enough, his ethics and
integrity are impeccable. I urge the citizens of
Madera County to think before you vote and
make the right choice for our next District At-
torney and vote for Paul Hornick. A man of
full-on commitment and dedication to all
areas of his life.

Sincerely,

Kelly Donahue
Madera County

Dear Editor:

I read with great interest the curious let-
ter to the editor by candidate Paul Hornick the
other day.

| find it interesting that candidate Hor-
nick just woke up to legislation from Sacra-
mento that is a constant assault to the safety of
our community, including police officers.
Where was he when Sacramento was pro-
posing the elimination of bail for misde-
meanors, decriminalizing drugs and letting
everyone out of prison early? The job of Dis-
trict Attorney is to protect every citizen of
Madera County including law enforcement
officers and their families, who are also citi-
zens.

I was also struck by his claim that he’s
been a prosecutor for 13 years. My under-
standing was he moved to Madera County
less than three years ago. So, | looked into it
and based on his information, he was also a
prosecutor in Florida for just over three years
so that is a total of six years of prosecutorial
experience. So, no prosecutions until David
Linn hired him to be his political corruption

operative in 2015?

Madera County taxpayers are now fac-
ing tens of millions of dollars in lawsuits in
federal court by District Attorney David Linn,
the same person who hired Paul Hornick to
rid the DA’s office of harassment and racism.
Whether Paul Hornick is Rip Van Winkle or
just more of the same, we need a DA who is
engaged and concerned about all victims and
will fight to protect our families.

A candidate who isn’t honest about his
experience and is selectively choosing his po-
litically expedient battles from a list of bad
legislation from Sacramento doesn’t seem
like the right choice to lead the DA’s office.
Renee Young
Madera

Dear Editor:

I am a new resident to California and
Madera County, having moved here from
Michigan to take a great job in agriculture in
the San Joaquin Valley.

I had the opportunity to meet Paul Hor-
nick and his wife Amber on the 4th July as
part of an Independence Day function held
near Ahwahnee. 1'd like to take this opportu-
nity to voice my support for Paul in the elec-
tion for District Attorney for Madera County.

Paul immediately strikes me as a person
who is passionately committed to the values
that have made this country great. While serv-
ing as Senior Deputy DA, Paul has shown his
commitment to seeking justice with comple-
tion of several major criminal cases resulting
in tough sentences for those found guilty.

Paul has continued this work despite the
cloud that hangs over the DA's office with
various allegations made against the current
DA. When questioned about the current DA,
the allegations and the race against Sally
Orme Moreno, Paul took the high road and
declined to say anything negative about the
incumbent DA or his opponent, instead fo-
cusing on the issues that affect the citizens of
Madera County and what he believes he can
do in the role of DA.

Paul has a distinguished military service
record, continues to serve in the U.S. Army
Reserve, including his acceptance into JAG
Corps, where he was recently promoted to
Major.

Most importantly, Paul shows that he
cares about all of Madera County. It would be
easy in a campaign like this for Paul to focus
on Madera and surrounds with half the
County's population. However, Paul has
made significant effort to also visit the com-
munities  of  Oakhurst,  Ahwahnee,
Coarsegold, North Fork and Yosemite Lakes,
among others, discussing the important issues
that affect their people.

Please see LETTERS on P. 9
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WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE
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ADDRESS
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st week of July, 2019. Delivery must be by August 31, 2019.
lust be a Valley Propane customer.

Propane ¢ 37221 Ave. 12 #1D
adera, CA 923636

6. 5-5324 37221 Ave. 12 #1D

Madera Ranchos * Maywood Center

Click on ““Local News™ at
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By Randy Bailey

We all know this one: “You are inno-
cent until proven guilty.”

Right? We all know that one, right?

I mean, it’s the foundation of our
American system of justice. If someone
has a claim against you, it is their job to
prove that claim. We, as Americans, as-
sume a person’s innocence and therefore
don’t have to prove that we’re innocent.
YOU have to prove that we’re guilty.
That’s how it works, right?

Not so fast.

Welcome to the new era of social jus-
tice warriors and antifa and #metoo. In
this brave new world, the seriousness of
the accusation is now adequate to accuse,
try, convict, sentence and punish. Laws?
We don’t need no stinkin’ laws!

Of course, this is all being brought to
light by the latest turn in the Senate con-
firmation hearings of Supreme Court can-
didate Brett Kavenaugh. A woman, Dr.
Christine Blasey Ford, has made a claim
that 36 years ago, when she and Kave-
naugh were 15 and 17 respectively, Kave-
naugh threw her on a bed in a drunken
stupor at a swimming party and attempted
to pull her bathing suit off of her. When a
friend of Kavenaugh allegedly jumped on
top of the two, Ford escaped and then har-
bored the incident for the next 30 years
until it finally surfaced in a couples coun-
selling session where Ford never named
Kavenaugh as her attacker.

Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2018, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales

5 59_6 45_06 3 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C » Madera, CA 93636

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com
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RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“THE TRUTH IS,
WASHINGTON
HAS

TAKEN OVER
FUNCTIONS
THAT DONT
TRULY BELONG
TOIT. IN

; ALMOST EVERY
CASE, IT HAS
BEEN A
FAILURE. ”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

Guilty Until Proven Guilty

Whether or not the incident ever hap-
pened is not the point. If it did happen,
he’s a terrible person and deserves to suf-
fer the consequences. If it didn’t happen,
she’s a terrible person and deserves to suf-
fer the consequences. What the real prob-
lem here is where we’ve gotten in modern
American culture that the rule of law has
become totally subservient to popular feel-
ing. How people “feel” about a situation
has taken precedent over the thoughtful
application of rules that have been created
to make sure everyone (not just the “vic-
tim”) is treated fairly.

Everyone has more than likely read To
Kill a Mockingbird in school. In that clas-
sic, during the Great Depression a black
man, Tom Robinson, is wrongfully ac-
cused of raping a white woman. Even
though his attorney Atticus Finch does a
masterful job of presenting the facts exon-
erating him, the jury feels -- they know --
that in those times a white woman would-
n’t lie about such a thing and that a black
man was more than capable of such an act.
Robinson is convicted, escapes and is ulti-
mately killed -- all while being innocent.

During the trial, Atticus Finch makes
the following observation: “... there is one
way in this country in which all men are
created equal -- there is one human insti-
tution that makes a pauper the equal of a
Rockefeller, the stupid man the equal of
an Einstein, and the ignorant man the
equal of any college president. That insti-
tution, gentlemen, is a court. It can be the
Supreme Court of the United States or the
humblest JP court in the land, or this hon-
orable court which you serve. Our courts
have their faults as does any human insti-
tution, but in this country, our courts are
the great levelers, and in our courts, all
men are created equal.”

This fundamental, intrinsic element
of justice in our country is disappearing.
We saw it in the Duke lacrosse case. We
saw it in the Tawana Brawley case. The
rush to judgement, often fueled by the
media advancing a pre-conceived agenda,
ultimately serves only one purpose and
that is to deny the true pursuit of justice. If
something bad happened then we need to
get to the bottom of it, but we can’t get to
the bottom of anything when only one
side is presented and then elevated to a
position of being unquestionably beyond
reproach. When it’s raised to a position
where if you even question it, you are now
part of the problem -- you’re one of
“them” -- that’s not right. It’s not fair.

And it’s not American.
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The Zen of Not Knowing

I don’t know if there is any
three-word combination more ag-
gravating and irritating than, “I
don’t know,” when uttered as a
complete answer from someone
whose job it is to actually have
the information. This is neither a
complete nor an acceptable an-
swer and yet I have the misfor-
tune to hear it so often I fear the
sound of it might give me a facial
tick.

To be clear, because we live
in a society where you must
overly clarify and qualify every-
thing you say, it’s not that I ex-
pect everyone to know the answer
to any question I might ask at the
very moment I ask it. Nor do I ex-
pect, in the course of a normal in-
teraction, that no one can
possibly utter the phrase, “I don’t
know,” if that person does not, in
fact, know something. My con-
tention is that

as a comprehensive and adequate
answer. For reference, it isn’t. Of
all the people who should have
the information about the transi-
tion and the difficulties it is fac-
ing, the people who work for the
insurance company heading the
transition should be at the top of
the list. At the very least, should-
n’t you know who in your organi-
zation actually knows what you
don’t seem to know? How about
this: instead of

when you are
talking to
someone whose
job it is to have
some particular ¢
information
that if they
don’t have an
answer to your

>

know,’
and find out?

How about this: instead of
a blanket shoulder shrug and

a blanket shoul-
der shrug and a
half-hearted, “I

don’t know,”

half-hearted, “I don’t you take a mo-

you take a moment ment and find
out?

I acknowl-

edge that a

question their
response should be more robust
than, “I don’t know.” You are
supposed to know. It’s in your job
description to know. You are paid
to know.

Allow me to demonstrate my
current manner of thinking with a
couple of examples. My place of
business is a contracted provider
to several insurance companies in
the area. One of those insurance
companies bought out the clients
and policies of another and now
we found ourselves in a sort of
purgatory as we wait for all the
necessary paperwork and software
updates to maneuver through the
battlefield of tedious burecaucracy
and blood-red tape. I’'m not so
worried that we seem to have
found a few potholes on the road
to perdition, oops, I mean transi-
tion, that’s expected in the med-
ical field. What worries me is that
every time I reach out to someone
at the insurance company [ get
told, “I don’t know,” and in their
worldview that seems to suffice

large organiza-
tion like that of a major, national
insurance company has so many
moving parts that no one person
or department has complete and
unfailing knowledge of all
processes and procedures, but
someone has to have an answer to
my question, right? Someone?
Anyone? Bueller?

Sadly, these exchanges are not
limited to the world of medical
administration. The other night I
was at a concert. I was the lucky
recipient of some meet and greet
passes and I was looking for the
super-double-secret door at which
I was supposed to wait. I didn’t
know where this special meeting
place was so I asked an usher. To
my utter delight his answer was,
“l don’t know.” With about six-
teen ushers in my direct eye line
I decided rather than raise my
voice and toss my six-dollar
lemonade in his face that I would
simply move on to one who was a

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying ¢ Civil Engineering » Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

9/18
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We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

little more engaged with his or her
work. To my utter dismay, the next
one gave me the exact same an-
swer. So, too, did the next when I
mistakenly assumed the third usher
would be the charm. He was not a
charm. I stared at him blankly then
asked if, perhaps, he could find
out. He didn’t know who would
know. That was a new twist on my
favorite phrase. I pointed at the
walkie-talkie clipped to his belt
and told him that magical little
black box had the mystical abilities
to reach out to the beyond to get a
response to any questions to which
he does not immediately know the
answer. Reluctantly he used the lit-
tle magic box and was told by the
disconnected voice on the other
end that they didn’t know ... but
they would find out. Hallelujah!
Someone with some basic customer
service etiquette. I was starting to
think it was a myth like the unicorn
and low-carb bread that doesn’t
taste like stale cardboard. About
five minutes later a woman turned
up with a clipboard. She not only
had the information I needed but

Page 7

she walked me and my friend right
up to the big red door to the magi-
cal celebrity realm. She was able to
tell me where to wait and what time
the doors would be open and how I
could best get to my seat from that
spot. See, I knew the information
existed I just didn’t realize that it
would take four people, a walk-
talkie, and the stink eye to get it.

There’s a lot of knowledge out
there, no one in their right mind
would expect everyone to have
every single piece of it just
buzzing in their brain waiting to be
asked. But if you don’t know the
answer and you are expected to
have access to the information,
then try, “I’m not sure but I will
find out,” before resorting to blow-
ing people off with the old shoul-
der shrug and a three-word
dismissal. What that says is not
only do you not know the informa-
tion, even if you should, but you
don’t give a flying rat’s hindquar-
ters about the information, the cus-
tomer, or your job. It ultimately
says you are lazy, thoughtless and
rude. I would think you would want
to be thought of better than that,
but ... I don’t know.
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Mama's Cakes

After reading Eryn B.
Nyre’s article in last month’s
paper about her mom who
passed away two years ago —
and how much she misses her
— got me to thinking about
my own mom. Next month it
will be 30 years that she’s
been gone. There are days
when it feels like it was yes-
terday and others it feels like
an eternity.

I have been going through
some medical problems re-
cently and have been wanting

to talk to my mom, but I
know that isn’t possible. 1
was sitting at my desk the

other day and happened to
look up on the top shelf and I
saw my moms’ recipe box and
all the recipe cards. Going
through them brought back so
many memories. There are al-
most 300 cards and of those
60 are for cakes. Mama loved
to make cakes. She made
them for cake sales, pot
lucks, for a family in need or
for her own family. When my
aunt and uncle came to visit
from Hanford she always
made something special.
There was a Lazy Dazy Cake,
English tea cake or persim-

mon cookies. Several years
ago, [ told my aunt (my
moms’ sister Alma) that

someday I would like to make
a cook book of “Mama’s
Recipes.” She said, “Be sure
to include her prune cake and
applesauce cake — those were
my favorites.”

So, in memory of our mom
I’m going to give you her fa-
vorite cake recipes.

In light of all the “stuff”
that is going on today politi-
cally, this one could be re-
named and be current.

Watergate Cover Up Cake

1 pkg. white cake mix

1 pkg. instant pistachio
pudding mix

1% C or 1l can 7UP

2 C Coconut

2 C chopped nuts

¥ C vegetable oil

3 large eggs — unbeaten

For the frosting:

AymE Jean’s
Reanchos
Recipes

?73 Jean Briner

1 pkg. Dream Whip

1 pkg. instant pistachio
pudding mix

1 % C cold milk

Preheat oven to 350.
Grease generously a Bundt
pan with shortening - set

aside.

Pour all the cake ingredi-
ents into large mixing bowl.
With an electric mixer, beat
on low until mixed, then turn
mixer up to medium and beat
two minutes. Pour into pre-
pared pan and bake for 40 to
45 minutes or until toothpick
inserted in middle comes out
clean. Turn cake out to cool.

For the frosting — add all
the frosting ingredients into
a large bowl. With mixer on
medium high, mix until
thickened. Spread on cooled
cake. Store in refrigerator
for up to three days.

Applesauce Cake

I don’t remember this
cake ever being frosted and
there aren’t any frosting
notes on her card.

Preheat oven to 350.
Grease and flour a 9x13 pan
— set aside.

1 C. vegetable shortening

2 C sugar

2 eggs

2 C applesauce

3 % C flour

2 tsp. ground cinnamon

Il tsp. ground cloves

I tsp. ground nutmeg

2 tsp. baking soda

1 C raisins

1 C chopped nuts

Cream together the short-
ening and sugar, add eggs
and applesauce and beat well.
Sift together the dry ingredi-
ents and add to shortening
and sugar mixture. Stir until
well blended. Add raisins and
nuts. Pour into prepared pan
and bake 40-45 minutes or
until toothpick comes out
clean. Best served warm.

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

GLASS + PLASTIC - ALUMINUM
GLASS : PLASTIC - ALUMINUM

37357 AVE, 12

MADERA RANCHOS

next to LEE KITCHEN

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
- 10AM.-5PM.

18

9

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

CALL FOR AN INSPECTION TODAY!
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Never Drain your Pool Again [

@/@Water ReSource -

Spat
We bring new life to water!

isure

Conserve Water
Clean & Purify Pool Water

9/18
L]

Mobile Pool Water Filtration System e No Permit Required
Find us on . Protect Pool Equipment and Plaster
Facebook

7492 N. Fresno St. Fresno, CA 93720

www.NuWaterReSource.com 5 5 9 '2 76'04 94

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders’ requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-58195
|uc #mis56s ¥ 36691 Avenue 12 + Madera Ranchos
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

CALL NOW! . . .
+ Diet Injection

“We Are Very
Affordable”

[ ]

Look Good and Feel Great

* Nutritional
Counseling &
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Fruit Cocktail Cake

Preheat oven to 350.
Grease a 9x13 baking pan, set
aside.

2 C flour

2 % C sugar (1 % C for
cake & 1 C for frosting)

1 tsp. salt

Y5 tsp. baking soda

2 eggs

1 can fruit cocktail

1/3 C packed brown sugar

1/3 C coconut

1/3 C chopped nuts

Ya C margarine

Y5 C evaporated milk

Put flour, 1 % C sugar, bak-
ing soda and salt in bowl. Add
eggs and fruit cocktail, includ-
ing syrup — stirring until all
ingredients are moistened.
Pour into prepared pan and
sprinkle with mixture of the
brown sugar, coconut and nuts.
Bake for 40 minutes or until
tested done with a toothpick.
While cake is cooking mix the
margarine, evaporated milk
and remaining cup of sugar in
sauce pan. Heat until sugar is
dissolved and pour over warm
cake. Better if served warm.

The next cake recipe my
mom never made, but I have
and it is so delicious I want to
pass it on. While I was work-
ing at the bottled water com-
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pany one of the girls in the of-
fice brought this cake in.
Close to Heaven Cake
1 pkg. yellow cake mix

1 can (20 o0z.) crushed
pineapple

1 small pkg. instant vanilla
pudding

2 C cold milk

Il pkg. (8 0z.) cream cheese
— softened

1 (12 oz.) frozen whipped
topping - thawed

Chopped nuts or
(optional)

Prepare cake mix according
to package directions, using a
9x13 pan.

After taking cake from
oven, prick top of cake with a
fork several times while cake
is still warm. Pour pineapple,
including juice over hot cake.
Blend pudding with milk and
beat in softened cream cheese.
Spread over pineapple. Cover
with thawed topping. Garnish
with chopped nuts and/or co-
conut if desired. Refrigerate
until served. If you like
pineapple as I do, you will
love this cake. Thanks Debbie!

I didn’t get to use more of
mamas’ recipes, so will keep
them for another article. 1
didn’t get to talk to mama,
but I do feel better. Thanks
for going with me down mem-
ory lane.

coconut

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

Paul has been effective as a prosecutor
and has rightly been critical of his opponent's
mishandling of the Waterman-Jackson case,
which could cost Madera County thousands
of dollars if a retrial is needed, or if the case
goes to appeal after conviction.

I'am supporting Paul Hornick for DA as
he shows he is committed to cleaning up the
DA's office, being tough on crime and being
effective as a prosecutor representing the in-
terests of the entire County.

Sincerely,

Graham Towerton
Coarsegold

Dear Editor:

As the President of the Madera Deputy
Sheriffs” Association, I would like to express
our support for Sally Orme Moreno. There
are some distinct differences between the two
candidates and here is why Sally was our
clear choice.

Sally Orme Moreno is a former police

officer and has the most experience as a Sen-
ior Prosecutor. She has handled some of the
most heinous crimes in Madera County with
a proven record of success. Her background
working with other law enforcement agen-
cies is exceptional and has led to numerous
convictions. Working well with other crimi-
nal justice agencies is critical to fight crime in
our community.

Sally’s proven success has earned her
dozens of endorsements. Some include our
Madera County Sheriff Jay Varney and for-
mer Sheriffs John Anderson, Ed Bates and
Berk Berkley. Additionally, other organiza-
tions and associations like Cal Fire Local
2881, the Madera Probation Peace Officers
Association and the statewide law enforce-
ment organization PORAC have all joined
with us in support of Sally Orme Moreno for
Madera D.A.

Sally is a good person. She is a wife,
mother and volunteer in our community. Her
concern for the safety of our citizens is sec-
ond to none. That is why the Madera Deputy
Sheriffs’ Association endorsed Sally Orme

Moreno for District Attorney.
Thank you,
Michael Motz, President
Madera County Deputy Sherift’s Assoc.

Dear Editor:

I'm writing this in support of Paul Hor-
nick's candidacy for Madera County DA. We
have lived in Madera County for over 30
years. | feel Paul is the man for this job. He
jumped in when this County was in trouble
and Sally left for Fresno. That speaks vol-
umes to me. Loyalty is everything to me.
Paul has stepped up and done the job. I feel
he is a man of integrity and the fact he is serv-
ing our country along with doing this job is
amazing. Thank you, Paul, you have our
family’s support!

Jill Satterfield
Madera County

Dear Editor:

Recently defense attorney, Steve
Geringer, weighed in on the race for the Dis-
trict Attorney here in Madera. So, what does

a defense attorney have to say about the race
for District Attorney? Maybe, we should
think about who he is and where his interests
might truly be. That is not what people of
Madera really feel when they are giving their
clients “good deals” so swiftly. Do the vic-
tims or their families really believe that? If
you were to ask any of them that question,
they would without a doubt tell you “no.”

If Steve Geringer is thinking that life
might be easier and his pocketbook fatter if
the DA’s office would plead down all their
cases, that is just sad. If this is the case, no
pun intended, he’s probably looking for the
weaker candidate. This would only show that
they, meaning the district attorney, would be
more concerned with getting along with his
courtroom counterparts rather than pursuing
true justice for victims of the crime. I’'m not
a rocket scientist, but that seems like a
“gimme” to me.

As for his comment, that “most” attor-
neys feel the same way, he only means that

Please see LETTERS on P. 12
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The Hub of Your Home

Hub. It’skind of a fumny word, but it’s descrip-
tiveof where mostoflife’s stufflands. You know: the
flat surfaces in the kitchenvdining area. It’s the area of
activity where we come and go and make plans,
makemealsand makemesses. WhenIlookedup the
word hubinthe dictionary, I expected to see the word
center, but there was an added adjective — "the ef-
fective center of an activity.”” Now that’s a different
story! Many hubs are far from effective and none is
effective 100% of the time.

Lots of people think they’re the only ones who
struggle with what to do with the stuffthat spreads it-
self around the kitchen/dining area. But, since we
don’t usually drop by other people’s homes unan-
nounced, they have time

one and if it’s all going in a bag when company
comes, you won’t see any of it. Shift your thinking
to “horizontal is hidden, and vertical is visible.”

Grab your pile of papers and put them into
categories. Youmight try: Action, Bills, Events, File,
Read, Receipts, etc. Those are ideas, but you need to
categorize and name them according to what makes
senseto you. Fileyour papers into labeled folders and
placethem inan attractive file folder organizer for your
countertop or on the wall. Yes, in the kitchen area!
Keep it close to the action so it’s user-fiiendly. If you
process your mail daily and link your paperwork to
something you’re already doing it will keep it from
getting overwhelming,

What about all those lists and reminders
scribbled on envelopes and sticky notes? The best
de-clutter method is touse your smart phone. My top
three favorite ways are Reminders—it will remind
me to do things at specific times and/or places, Gro-
cery IQ — I can make lists for various stores and
they’re always with me and using Contacts for stor-
ing names and numbers instead of keeping business
cards or filing a piece of paper.

If you’re more of a paper person, consider
using just one spiral notebook and having a page
per day for all your notes and lists. Keep it with you
and don’t tear out the pages. That way you’ll have
them all in one place.

Posting routine charts for household tasks
(kids and adults) can help the hub run more ef-
fectively aswell. These

tobag itup, stickitina
closet and pretend it
doesn’t exist. Maybe
that’sbeen yourmode of
operation as well.

The  problem
comes when three

kitchen/dining area.

Lots of people think they re the only
ones who struggle with what to do with the
stuff that spreads itself around the geen,

can be hung on clip-
boards or posted inside
cabinet doors if you’d
prefer them not to be

Tracking activi-
ties is essential. Even if

weeks later, “Where’s
that form I needed to fill out?”’ Or, ““Where’s the busi-
ness card for the new yard care person?” Or, “How
come I didn’t know you had a field trip today?”

‘When combating the problem, some talk about
creating a Command Center, but with that I picture
someone giving orders to a group of subordinates.
For many of us, that’s not the case (anymore). So,
for today’s purpose we’ll stick with “The Hub” and
look at ways to make the center of activity more ef-
fective.

Firstlet’s dismiss the idea of perfection. That’s
notthe goal. We’re not talking about polished coun-
tertops and the table set with china and cloth napkins
24/7. The goal is peace and productivity. Having
space to make dinner. Spending time doing your “to
dos” rather than looking for the list. Having easy ac-
cess to what you need without it getting in the way.

What types of activities take place, or need to
take place in this area to make it more effective?
Mail processing and active paperwork are normally
the biggest need and challenge. Even if you’re now
paying bills online, there’s still plenty of mail and
paperwork entering the hub. When organizing
paper, most people think they need to leave it out
and “‘see” it in order to remember to do it. The prob-
lem is that once there’s a pile, you only see the top

you have your calendar
on your phone and have it synched with family
members, it’s important to come together at the be-
ginning of the week to review and connect. A fam-
ily calendar on the wall can be color-coded for each
member and available for everyone to view.

Make sureyou have basic supplies available
for all the activities/projects that take place at the
kitchen table — bill paying, homework; etc. If you
have more than will fit in a kitchen drawer, consider
a small three-tier rolling cart that can be placed in a
closet or bedroom when company comes.

Attach hooks to entryway walls for backpacks,
purses, coats, etc. Place a large basket thereto catch in-
coming stuff before it hits the table and use it to place
outgoing items the night before. This will save your
hub from being the dumping ground. You canmake
it super-cute with ideas from Pinterest. Just search
“Command Center”” instead of Hub, but I'm going to
stick with Hub—an effective center of an activity.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don't always fall into place) at PO.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organized bychoice.com.
You can also visit www. organizedby-
choice.com.

Sago Rey

*
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for most defense attorneys the same thing ap-
plies. A quick look around town would only
find that most private defense attorneys who
get paid by criminal defendants are just look-
ing for a particular, or should I say weaker,
candidate in front of their offices.

Just because private defense attorneys
support a particular candidate does not make
this very convincing to me, unless he’s trying
to convince me to vote for Sally Moreno as
the new District Attorney of Madera. I want
someone who is willing to fight for that true
justice for the people of Madera. If so, she
definitely has my vote!

Ted Januse
Madera County

Dear Editor:

I find when it comes to politics, it can be
very time consuming and confusing. I take
my voting rights seriously and when it di-
rectly involves our community, I give the can-
didates more than a side glance. I spend a lot
of time trying to separate the truth from half-
truths. I check out who has current accom-
plishments and who is using the past on their
platform. I spend the time, researching each
candidate, requiring a lot of reading and
Googling them. I take the time to speak with
the candidates and to observe them at com-
munity events.

Time spent, checking out who is endors-
ing whom. Is it a single person, a group that
stands for our community, a group that I, as an
older, female, veteran can support and sup-
ports me? I check out their signs and flyers. I
actually Googled each case listed by candi-
dates.

Even after all this, it’s not always a clear
vote; but this year, the decision has been made
easy for me. In the election for Madera
County District Attorney, my vote goes to
Paul Hornick.

It was made very easy for me when Paul
showed up on my doorstep with his wife. He
answered all my questions with no hesitation.
Paul even asked me questions that I had not
thought about and had the answers to them as
well. T have seen Paul and his family out in
the community several times and each time
he is actively reaching out to people. Paul is

easy to approach, eager to give his time and
share his knowledge of the office he is run-
ning for and how he plans on making it better.
I like everything I read about Paul, in-
cluding those that are endorsing him. I like his
commitment to our community and his fam-
ily. I’ve watched how hard Paul works and
that his family is by his side. What clinched it
for me? Paul Hornick was named Prosecutor
of the Year on Aug. 23, 2018 and was re-
cently promoted to Major in the U.S. Army.
Do your research, take advantage of
Google/social media, listen to what Paul Hor-
nick has to say and then, use your right to
Vote.
Sincerely,
Laura Marie Lemanek
Madera County

Dear Editor:

After the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce meeting where Deputy DA Sally
Moreno out of the Fresno District Attorney
Office was the guest speaker, I am even more
convinced that she is not the best candidate
for the Madera District Attorney position.
Mostly she addressed the 1990s, which is over
20 years ago; single people endorsing her;
conflicting information from one statement to
the next; not clear on her statements; and she
never really said what she would bring to the
Madera DA office to make it a better office.
She was there under David Linn as a supervi-
sor and people quit because of her attitude and
management (or lack of) skills. I personally
have seen and heard her attitude toward me.
She is aggressive and confrontational when
questioned about her abilities. She did not
give us information on what she is doing now.
What kinds of cases is she prosecuting? How
prepared is she to prosecute these cases? Why
would she bring up a misdemeanor case? This
was an old case. Is she prosecuting misde-
meanor cases (County Jail) or felony cases
(State Prison)? How many cases has she pros-
ecuted in the last one-five years? What is her
success rate? She talked at length about the
Keep California Safe Act which has been put
on hold until 2020. What does that have to do
with how well she is equipped to manage and
run the Madera District Attorney's Office?

Please see LETTERS on P. 13
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We have a smooth-running Madera DA Office
right now. Last thing we need is dissension
within the office. Madera is a small office with
a lot of crime within the County. There are a lot
of cases that need to be tried. Right now, we
have good attorneys working in the office. Let's
make sure we keep these attorneys and they
don't go somewhere else. The November 6
election is right around the corner. This is ver-
batim. She said: "'l am the best person I can be."
Is that good enough? And how good is her best?
Becky Gribble

Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
I am writing in support of Paul Hornick's

9/18
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candidacy for District Attorney.

My wife and | arrived in Madera in1995,
grateful to find a place where we could afford
to own a home and raise a family. After 23
years, we are still here and proud to call
Madera home. | own and operate a small one-
man law practice in Madera and | have ap-
peared in court against both Paul Hornick and
Sally Moreno. | am supporting Paul over
Sally because, from my perspective, Paul em-
bodies what it is that a District Attorney
should be.

Paul is fair and ethical. Never once have
I wondered if | have received all of the docu-
mentation and evidence that | am entitled to,
and on more than one occasion, Paul has gone
extra steps to ensure that items unknown to
me were provided in accordance with the law.

Paul is the good actor in the court, wearing
the white hat, that all Deputy District Attor-
neys should be.

Paul is extremely hard-working. | have,
on multiple occasions, received telephone
calls and emails from Paul late into the
evening and at all hours on the weekends. It is
not uncommon for me to drive by the District
Attorney's Office and see Paul's car parked
alone in the parking lot. His hard work, dedi-
cation and perseverance is most visible in the
way he has run his campaign. Since entering
the race in January 2018, Paul has worked
nonstop, attending numerous events and di-
rectly canvassing nearly 4,000 homes. A sim-
ple review of his campaign Facebook page,
which | encourage all to do, proves this point;
Paul is truly everywhere. Given all that has

Page 13

transpired in the District Attorney's office
over the past 10 years, these are the exact
qualities we need in a District Attorney to
move this office forward in the way that it
needs to be moved forward.

Paul is truly endorsed. A review of Paul's
agency endorsements reveals him to be the
true law enforcement choice of Madera
County. Paul is also actually wanted by his
peers and fellow employees who are currently
employed at the office.

Paul has won virtually every major agency
endorsement available since entering the race.
And, as recently pointed out by fellow lawyer
Steven Gerringer, Paul's endorsements resulted
from actual membership votes. This is hugely

Please see LETTERS on P. 17
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Faraday Brings the Future

Hello 93636,

Thirty-Three years ago, Sept. 28th, |
walked through the front door of Complete
Car Care for the very first time. Man, oh
man how vehicles have changed. The
complexity of a 2018 vehicle compared to
its 1985 version isimmense. | don't foresee
that trend slowing anytime soon but | do
foresee the nature of that complexity
changing as we rapidly move to the electric
vehicle.

Tesla Inc. has a new challenger in the
full-electric vehicle market place: Faraday
Future (FF). FF recently moved into its
new production facility, formerly the Pirelli
tire plant in Hanford, to assemble its new
FF 91 car of the future. The facility is
800,000 square feet and will support up to
1,300 jobs for our local economy.

FF is an American start-up technol-
ogy company focused on the development
of intelligent electric vehicles. FF was es-
tablished in April 2014 and is headquar-
tered in Los Angeles.

FF's lithium-ion battery technology
produces the world’s highest energy den-
sity batteries and will extend driving ranges
well in excess of 300 miles on a single
charge. This represents a significant step
forward in battery technology and removes
the largest obstacle for full electric vehi-
cles. As I recall from my hybrid/electric
vehicle training classes, Nissan Leaf and
Chevrolet Volt lithium-ion batteries
achieved driving ranges of 80 and 50 miles
on a single charge respectively.

FF’s proposed electric vehicle will
have 15 percent higher specific energy than
a Tesla Model S and it utilizes a multi-cell
solution where both individual cells and/or
groups of cells can be replaced. In my
mind, that will make the vehicle easier and
less expensive to diagnosis and repair.

Full-electric vehicles have significant
advantages over today’s vehicles in that
full-electric vehicles do not need an inter-
nal combustion engine or transmission.
FF’s Head of Design, Richard Kim, dis-
cussed his interest in creating a vehicle that
featured internet access, in-car entertain-
ment, aromatherapy technology and er-
gonomic interior design. Aromatherapy
technology uses plant materials and other
aroma compounds to improve psycholog-
ical and/or the physical well-being of the
user.

WOow!

Is this a cure for road rage? | need some
aromatherapy technology in my vehicles. The
stick of perfume in my air duct doesn't work so
well these days.

Faraday Future plans to begin testing its
self-driving vehicles on California roads soon.
On Aug. 28, FF celebrated its first-ever suc-
cessful, pre-production build of the new FF 91
vehicle on the Hanford fac-
tory assembly line. The FF
91 will be the first full-pro-
duction vehicle and flag-
ship model of FF. First
deliveries are expected in
early 2019. The FF9lisan
all-electric, ultra-luxury,
autonomous-ready  and
seamlessly connected, in-
telligent vehicle. The FF
91's Dynamic Vehicle
Control integrates torque vectoring (ability to
vary the torque to each wheel), four-wheel
steering and semi-active damping suspension
systems into a synchronously functioning unit.
FF 91 users will experience a smooth, agile,
enhanced ride with sure-footed traction that
will allow the FF 91 to accelerate from 0-60
mph in less than three seconds. Remember,
the torque (twisting force) of an electric motor

is consistent. The FF 91 will accelerate just as
hard at 1 mph as it will at 100 mph. In fact, elec-
tric vehicles accelerate so hard that many require
special tires to keep from twisting the tires’ side-
walls apart.

The FF 91 is intuitive and will recognize and
greet you before you enter the vehicle. As the ve-
hicle learns your habits and patterns, it will antic-
ipate your driving preferences and content

choices. The more you use the vehicle the more
intuitive it will become. One third of the vehicle's
interior is dedicated for internet living space. FF’s
vision is to create a mobility ecosystem that em-
powers people to move and connect freely. The
race for full production of the FF 91 has begun
and FF is currently hiring on a large scale.

One of FF's priorities is its partnership with
the College of the Sequoias (COS) in Visalia to

educate and train newly hired employees at Cal-
ifornia’s Training and Resource Center in Han-
ford. In groups of 20-25, the newly hired
employees, will undergo 40 hours of team build-
ing, decision making, problem solving and lead-
ership-skills training needed in the Hanford
facility. The COS training will be followed by ad-
ditional manufacturing training on site at the Han-
ford factory. FF Senior VP of Manufacturing,
Dag Reckhorn, said, “The worker training pro-
gram with College of the Sequoias through the
California ETP grant is essential to the future suc-
cess of the Hanford facility.”

Also in discussion for the near future is a for-
mal FF Management Training curriculum with a
select group of community colleges in Tulare,
Kings and Fresno counties. I'm sorry to see
Madera Community College is not mentioned in
this group. Local opportunities abound in the au-
tomotive industry. My industry needs bright,
young and intelligent minds which GVUSD has
in abundance. | urge the GVUSD Board of
Trustees to consider these facts when building its
curriculum and new 11-acre Vocational Educa-
tion Training Facility on the Liberty High School
Campus.

God Bless America and God Bless 93636

Warren Parr
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important and should not be minimized.

Paul stayed through tough times. Lastly,
and perhaps most importantly, Paul stayed
when the times got tough and he continues to
serve the people of Madera County despite a
crazy and chaotic office environment; Paul re-
mained loyal to Madera County and quietly
provided leadership by his example of hard
work. Loyalty is a quality that is often lacking
from our leaders. We have an opportunity as
a County to elect a person of real character
and start a new chapter for our District Attor-
ney's office. For all of these reasons, | will be
voting for Paul this November. | hope you
will join me.

Respectfully submitted,

Glen Tim Neal
Madera

Dear Editor:

Tires

We carry a great range for all
vehicles and all applications,
new and used

Wheel Alignments

Computerized wheel
alignment. 30-day warranty

FREE Tire Maintenance

We offer FREE tire rotations and balance every 7,000 miles
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MADERA CHOWCHILLA

I’m writing to recommend the Rancho’s
Community vote for Paul Hornick for Madera
County District Attorney.

Paul Hornick stayed working in the of-
fice when times got rough and took on more
to help the people of Madera County.

He also worked on the Political Corrup-
tion Unit. We need to keep this unit in the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office so no elected officials
are above the law.

Respectfully,

Michelle Garcia
Madera County

Dear Editor:

I want to endorse Paul Hornick for the
upcoming election in Madera County for dis-
trict attorney.

I have reviewed both candidates and
choose to work with Paul on his upcoming elec-
tion. This is not something I would typically be
involved with however in this case | do believe

BUY 4TIRES

receive FREE ALIGNMENT

549 VALUE

Wheel & Tire Packages

We give your car the right look
without compromising safety
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Paul is the more qualified candidate and with
the DA’s history it is time for the right guy to be
running the show. | see Paul go to work, then
out and about at events and putting on the miles
going door to door, then back home to work on
more DA items. Personally, | could not main-
tain that schedule. Paul recently pointed out
doing his service to this country in the reserves
— a three-hour water treading exercise, being
promoted to Major — and then back from Mil-
pitas to Madera in order to be a part of the
Madera County Fair then back to Milpitas the
next day with yet another return. To me that is
devotion to duty not only to this great country
but the citizens of Madera as well. Paul has told
me his plans to fix the DA's office and better
utilize his team within. To me that is leadership!
Mike Creech

Chowchilla

Dear Editor:
In this coming November election, | have

SAME AS CASH

g0 DAYS |
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decided | will be voting Paul Hornick for
Madera County District Attorney. With elec-
tions two months away, I still have no opinion
of the other candidate, Sally Moreno. | have
not met or spoken to Mrs. Moreno and know
nothing about her.

However, Paul Hornick has come out to
my home to introduce himself. | have seen
him at a few events in town, most recently at
the Madera Fair and Ranchos Barter & Auc-
tion Monday Madness meet up at Life Tree
church. He stated he wanted to get out and
meet the community and make himself avail-
able should Madera residents have any ques-
tions for him. | found Mr. Hornick to be
extremely articulate and professional. He did
not have a pushy speech prepared, nor did he
talk repeatedly about himself. | enjoyed his
open and honest approach. | was impressed
with his strong work ethic and eagerness to

Please see LETTERS on P. 27

OPEN 7 DAYS

IMI-SAT 8-7 ¢ SUN 9-5

LU

" PON TUS LLANTAS HOY CON TRES MESES PARA PAGAR

| v [Tp—

www.hotiresnwheels.com

(559) 831-2937

—We do
suspension and
brake service.

—Hacemos trabajo
de suspension y
frenos.

9/18
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Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Classified

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Repair
Maintenance. 12 years working in
the area. **NEW PHONE NUM-
BER: 559-908-0759**

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RE-
CYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including
paper, plastic, glass, aluminum and
cardboard. Call Diana at 999-
6832.

Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

St PO K 4

by Linda Thistle

1 7 3
4 2
6 3 5
8 2
4 6
1 7
6|9
3
5 6|2 8

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Huckabee's Heating & Air Conditioning

9/18

Locally owned and operated
37082 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

559-662-0336
www.huckabeeshvac.com

9/18

Sayyou sawitin the Lanchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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Nancy Watson

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 9/18

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, [ am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 « DRE#: 01323109 918

Real estate is our /ife! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

I’'m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you're buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I'm here
to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

Cell 559-250-6740 » Office 559-645-1212

Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone maria@ossrealtor.com ¢ Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

9/18

GO FIGURE! byLindaThistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

112345789

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Let the Voter Beware
By Betty Van Vadkenburg

Because two important elections occur this

year, the June primary and the coming Nov. 6

general election, this column has discussed voting methods and recommended candidates and
propositions. At the risk of repetition, here we go again.

Beware voting by mail.

Absentee ballots (vote-by-mail ballots) will start arriving in mailboxes the week of Oct.
9. Originally intended for the few voters who could not physically get to the polls on election
day, now over half of all California voters mail in their ballots.

Mailed ballots go through many hands in transit, and when received at election headquarters
are held — somewhere - until election day. The boxes upon boxes of absentee ballots (along with
those of provisional ballots) are opened, registrations are verified, signatures are “verified” by
scrolling across a computer screen for a split second, and the ballots are hand counted.

A June 6 Sacramento Bee article, entitled ‘“Why California Takes So Long to Count Ballots,”
pointed out the backlog of mailed-in ballots “’stacking up in election offices” and noted that“. .. coun-
ties had to deal with more than 4 million unprocessed ballots long after the concession and accept-
ance speeches had been delivered ...” How absurd: Votes counted after the election is over.

It is best, if at all possible, to vote in person at the polls. On election day you can take your mail-in
ballot and envelope to your polling place, surrender it, and ask for a regular ballot that you can vote on
the spot. If you no longer want to receive mail-in
ballots, you can cancel them at sos.ca.gov. Please go
to ElectionIntegrityProject.com. to leam how you
can be a trained observer of the election process.

A prime example is the wording
) __ for this elections Proposition 6. The

Bewarevoting by provisionalballot.  “officiql ballot description heading

In the past, the requirement to vote was sim- g6 that it “Eliminates Certain Road
ply that a qualified voter show up at his or her Repair and Transportation Funding.”
precinct (usually within the neighborhood), matk 76 rth is that it does not affect
his or her ballot in secretand deposititinthe secure - yopfing decisions at all but instead
receptacle. Now just about anyone who shows up - yoneqs the increase in gasoline tax
but is not on the rolls is allowed to vote “provi- 5,7 registration fees enacted last year
sionally” for almost any reason. Provisional bal- 07 yeguiires that any future increases

lots then go through the same process as mailins 51 pe approved by a vote of the
and add to the delay in a final vote tally. Toavoid  pJoctorate.

this, be sure to go to your correct polling place,
where your name will be listed on the rolls.

Beware misleading propositions.

We’ve been hoodwinked in the past by misleading (lying?) descriptions of proposed proposi-
tions, such as high-speed rail and Cap and Trade. A prime example is the wording for this election’s
Proposition 6. The official ballot description heading says that it “Eliminates Certain Road Repair and
Transportation Funding.” The truth is that it does not affect spending decisions at all but instead re-
peals the increase in gasoline tax and registration fees enacted last year and requires that any future
increases must be approved by a vote of the electorate. Unfortunately, politicians can still spend willy-
nilly, but when Proposition 6 passes they will have less of our hard-earned money to waste.

Perhaps if we elect Republicans they will actually fix the roads with the hard-earned money
we have already sent for that purpose. Yes, that’s a shameless appeal to vote Republican.

Get the facts at ReformCalifornia.org, where you can volunteer, get yard signs and donate.
Spread the word! Vote YES on Prop 6!

Endorsements by the Mountain Area Conservative Forum (6424921, MACF@sti.net,)

Governor - John Cox State Senate, 8th District - Andreas Borgeas
Lt. Governor—No conservatives on ballot State Assembly, District 5 - Frank Bigelow
Secretary of State - Mark Meuser Madera District Attomey - Sally Moreno

State Controller - Konstantinos Roditis or Paul Homick

Treasurer—Greg Conlon CALIFORNIA PROPOSITIONS:
State Attorney General - Steven Bailey YES on Proposition 5 and Proposition 6
State Insurance Commissioner - Steve Poizner NO onall others

State Board of Equal. District 1 - Ted Gaines
U. S. Senator—No conservatives on ballot
U.S. Cong,, 4th District - Tom McClintock

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party website
at www.centralvalleyteaparty. com for more in-
formation.

www. The Ranchos.com

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

the Ranchos Independent
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Business Directory * Business Directory * Business Directory * Business Directory

Lic. #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -
+ efficient ¢ reliable + cost-effective .l Beau

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

559-363-1851

Barber Shop
& Shave Parlor

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming

NOL Lary Inj ma

Banchos?
Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime - Evening - Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

CA LIC. #934774

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

(all559-242-6352

R&L Housecleaning
15 years experience
many references in the Ranchos

645-19570

Ranchos call Mag Anaya Jr.

e 559-974-1357

ncn%‘l’ﬁ,?:,% Areas at 559 (Z:SSIJI g&g? Tree Cabling ¢ Tree removal Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
& the Central Valle 559-347-8408 + www.cvhtc.com
BubgasWTs@yahoo g:,?y: Fully Insured * 8+ Years Experience * Trained Arborist - 5 5 9_45 4_8060 info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us
HOUSE CLEANING BsM MARION POOL
We do any type of SERVICE & REPAIR
housecleaning, Auto & Truck Parts * Weekly Service
offices, rentals and . H
window cleaning. I:I MonS EOI-E?i 29;52_30 . . ' FgUIpTent
WE DO IT ALL! I:I Sat 8:00.4:00 Mitchell L. Vick supplies
Call us for 10-00-3- GENERAL CONTRACTOR * Residential
FREE estimates. Sun 10:00-3:00 Yard cleanups & hauling - Weed control Lic. #563698 * Drains - Upstarts * Commercial
wi ([ ° 1 ° . .
59-718-9941 Madera Ranchos Plaza Weekly & monthly service .Cll?JstodePme.s Agg?_crete. + Locally Owned
59-514-9816 37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 (not a licensed contractor) emodeling itions

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
office cell after 5 p.m.

LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CE Interior & Exterior
s.\\\*350
Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

| _BUZZ CUT
| WEDNESDAYS ,
1
SO

559-439-2004

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The KRanchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

et Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Click on “Local News” at



Just Like Cats & Dogs

by Dave T. Phipps

THREE OVERTIMES, HIGHLIGHTS
NOW POSTGAME INTERVIEWS.
COULD LIFE GET ANY BETTER?

—
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“Son, the time has come for that talk.
... I’s halftime.”

www.The Ranchos.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Aspects favor new romances for unpaired Ewes and Rams.
Already-paired Arian twosomes experience renewed harmony in their relationships. Money
matters also take a bright turn.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Use that strong Bovine determination to help you keep the faith
with your convictions while you move through a period of uncertainty. Things begin to ease by
the week's end.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Pay attention to your intuition alerting you to be more careful about
accepting a "statement of fact" simply on trust. Don't be shy about asking for more proof.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Concern for the well-being of someone in need is admirable. But don't
forget to take care of yourself as well. Ask a family member, close friend or colleague to help you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It's OK to focus on the demands of your career. But reach out to family
and friends to try to avoid misunderstandings. Your sharp intuitive sense kicks in by midweek.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Keep a rein on jealousy -- it’s counterproductive. Instead of
resenting a colleague's good points, concentrate on developing your own abilities.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Spending time on a creative project during this high-energy
week can pay off both in emotional satisfaction and in impressing someone who is glad to see this
side of you.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Now is a good time to start planning that trip you've put
off because of the demands on your time. Be sure to choose a destination that is new and exciting.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) That upbeat mood in the first part of the week
makes you eager to take on new ventures. A more serious note sets in later to help you assess an
upcoming decision.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A high energy level gives the Goat the get-up-and-
go to finish outstanding tasks before deadline, leaving time for well-earned fun and games with
friends and family.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Dealing with disappointment is never easy. But the
wise Aquarian will use it as a vital lesson and be the better for it. A close friend has something
important to say.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Best bet is not to get involved in an argument between
colleagues until you know more about who started it and why. And even then, appearances could
be deceiving. Be alert.

Born this Week.

You have creative 7ifts that ins;yira those who
qet to see this sometimes-hidden side of you.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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NO WIND...THE
SUN IS GONE... ANP
YOU CAN'T SEE A
—_THING..

. SO WHAT DOES
THE QLD SALT™
DO NOW 7/

"~ DON'T NEED ONE .S

How may different-size triangles are in the
above drawing?

Must-ated by David Coulson
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by Charles Barry Townsend

A “CAGEY" PROBLEM
In this type of puzzle you are
given a word that must be
changed into another word in a
series of moves. During each
move, you must change one letter
in the previous word so as to form
a new word. In our example, we
changed BIRD to CAGE in four
moves. Can you change the lol-
lowing five words in four moves?

BIRD
BARD
) CARD

CARE

CAGE

WE LEFTS —1
/g_'_’f}'

be tied to it (Give two answers.)

HIBG IEO) 0f 1 JO VEM DUE ‘Wi

THE MYSTERY TENNIS BALL! How would you throw a ball so that
after going a short distance it will stop, reverse its motion, and come
back to you? It can't be hit or bounced off anything, and nothing can

|BQ &Ul MOIY; §oouq B A3 pUBIS (2) J1E 8yl o dn juBiens i mouyy () Siamsuy

1. MEAN to KIND
2. DIRT to PAVE

fg
Me | 3. ROCK to BAND
hee }f}?\
A

BulSCN

4. SEED to PACK

"LL GIVE YOU A
DIME FOR EACH

“TION “TIRACHTE— % B-26

THEY'LL DO IT EVERY TIM

DINNER CUSTOMER COMEBACKS—

BY AL SCADUTO

|7HiNGS THAT NEEV 70 BE SAIP-SNOOZE PEPT

-LEEZE--ENOUGH e
SOME SLEEP--

Dot

Fasiurs Syndcate. Inc. Woad

7V FuN & GAMES— |

IT'S FAPING out
ABAIN-TURN IT UP By Siprsisg o
ABIT--THIS 15 A OF You il THIS

OOV MYSTERY-

TUNED JUST RIGHT-SIT BACK ANC
COMES THE COMMERC/AL

resrved.

CHAIN REACTION! Take the seven letters printed below our dia-
gram and place them in the circles so that eight four-letter words
can be read. top to bottom, along connecting lines Al of the words
w ll begin with the letter in the top circle

100] ‘UCO| "UBD| ‘PRO| ‘UBS; ‘pESl pusl e aubu ol ya) ‘wonoeq o) doy siamsuy

Wishing # Well®

3 4 3 5 2 5 3 4 7 8 4 3 7
E P X FWILPENMNVZRILE
2 7 3 8 3 56 3 6 86 4 5 3
I WO I R OE L S OFWN
7 3 8 7 2 8 6 5 2 5 8 5 3
FE 1 ODTWV I ENNGW
8 3 5 8 3 5 6 5 4 8 2 5 8
E Il WWD I ETEZPNUHIL
6 5 8 5 2 7 8 4 8 3 5 3 6
U C A HTUWUCCETEAATP
8 6 2 4 5 4 2 4 2 6 5 6 2
S HHTRLOI UEMTL G
3 7 4 7 6 2 7 4 7 2 7 27
S NFDDHFEATMSE

HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the numberis less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

TOP
MAGIC MAZE . COFFEE-CONSUMING
COUNTRIES
IGDATXVSPNKCIFC
AXVSQTOLIJIJBAHETCA
XVTRPNABDNOLIJHF
DNETHERLANDSBYC
XMVTCACDY 1T AKNRR
POUEZMANNARLKIO
IGETEDBZAAWTEXA
WRLUGTRQMRLRSCT
GONLIJLINRGFNOU/I
FDCAYNEDEWSXINA
WVTSRDPBGONLKTEF]J
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Austria Croatia Germany  Netherlands
Belgium Denmark Greece Norway
Brazil Finland Iceland Sweden
Canada France Italy
© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIATEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY': Which of the Great
Lakes reaches the farthest north and
west?

2. LITERATURE: Which English poet
wrote and illustrated "Songs of
Innocence and of Experience"?

3. MOVIES: Who played the female
lead in the 1942 film "Casablanca™?

4. OLYMPICS: In which sport would
you perform the "Fosbury Flop"?

5. BUSINESS: Where was entrepreneur
/inventor Elon Musk born and raised?
6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
does a phlebotomist do for a living?

7. SCIENCE: What law is represented
by the equation F=ma?

8. TELEVISION: Who starred in the
TV series "Quantum Leap"?

9. HISTORY: In which war did the
Battle of Verdun take place?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the
name of an otter's home?

Answers

4yanod 1030y v ‘0T
| 'EM\ PIIOA 6
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Click on ““Local News™ at
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Amber Waves

STUDIES SHOW THAT SITTING FOR LONG PERIODS OF

TIME MAY CAUSE HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE. STAY TUNED

by Dave T. Phipps

FOR AN IN-DEPTH 8 PART SERIES ON THIS EPIDEMIC.

Out on a Limb

Jacky WiNONA  J§ BACKSTAGE AT UZ "FB'STANDS FOR
R aRBCE < ST KA SN, .| it i 4,
> e Wy J08! 9 METNENT X0 Wes soreR IN S || VEiL MER FLAGRANT BRAGGING/
- REAL LIFE .. —]

©2018 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserv
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by Gary Kopervas
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by Jeff Pickering

T'M GOING TO
JUST PHONE IT
IN TODAY,

GUESS I DIALED THE \
WRoNG NUMBER., i

WHERE DI MY MOTO GO, SKIP7?
| WAS TOP SALESMAN FOR

_YEARS! WHERE DID | 6O WRONG?! |

[ WELL, FROM WHAT I'VE SEEN, |

BARRY.. YOU'VE GROWN
A PERSON, DEVELOPED EMPATHY
¥ FOR_OTHERS, AND BECOME
5 A BETTER FRIEND THAN YOU
LS 2=, USED TO BE.

C

AS

THANK YOU FOR _POINTING
OUT MY FLAWS, SKIP.
e

Find at least six differences in details between panels.
www.The Ranchos.com
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Crossword
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Super

20

110

116 121
122 123
126 127
ACROSS 52 House- 90 Be a vagrant 127 Simple 35 Not lifeless 79 1969 Beatle
1 After, in building 91 “Othello” 128 Bulges 39 Letters that bride
Paris charity [#4] baddie 129 Not well-kept follow pis 81" —la
6 Paparazzi 59 Shouts from 92 “No kidding!" 40 Converged Douce”
target cheerleaders 93 — -jongg DOWN 41 Tabby sound 82 Lutzes, e.g.
11 Speedy 60 Recording 96 Available 1Wandering 42 —es 83 Bar of gold
15 Close loudly studio again 2 Seek the Salaam 84 Range
19 Instant control because approval of 47 City in Iran 85 Taunt
replay mode 61 Watch folks asked 3 Capital of 48 Tennistop 87 Eatery check
20 St. Teresa's 62 Concave for it [#7] Dominica 49 Wifely title 88 Handy-
town tummy part 104 Not silently 4 Record label 50 Ceiling andy's inits.
21 Guthrie of 63 Sauna spot 107 August sign for Bowie 51 Book division 89 Evaluate
folk music 64 — tai (mixed 108 Old office 5 Take off 52 Brow or lash anew
22 Snow beast drink) note-takers froma high 53 Say for sure 92 Low spirits
of legend 65 Hive group 109 Ending with nest,asan 54 With 93 Remit, say
23 Frenetic 66 “Sorority ethyl eagle 56-Down, 94 — -Lorraine
cartoon Row" actress 110 Classic song 6 Academy entwined like 95 Schnozz
marsupial Evigan by Rodgers students shoelace 97 Maker of an
[#1] 67 Annual and Hart [#8] 7 Mother of ends exact copy
25 Banging, as publication 114 Platform Cain 55 Own (up) 98 Brewing pot
a drum of Benjamin that runs 8 Ullmann or 56 See 99 “Sk8er —"
27 Bread type Franklin [#5] on Apple Tyler of film 54-Down (2002 hit)
28 Caviar eggs 73 Jonathan devices 9 Yale athlete 57 With 100 Merges
29 It's not Swift's genre 115 Audiophile's 10 Dis-tressed? 78-Down, 101 Crack, as a
currently 75 Ark crafter stack 11 Cloth tone cipher
erupting [#2] 76 Eggcase 116 Certain 12 “Am not!” deafness 102 Provided, as
31 — distance qty. shore area reply 58 Pro's vote with talent
32 Capital of 77 Prefix with 117 1988 film 13 Serb, say 60 Cost to cab 103 “— Rides
Kazakhstan con about an 14 Pooch in Oz it Again” (old
36 Kia model 80 Her "Hello” old baseball 15 Matches up, 64 Singer Rita Western)
37 Fragrant was a big hit scandal (and as files 65 Scornful cry 105 In — (not yet
compound 81 Horror film what this 16 Papal envoy 66 Dark mark born)
38 "Just name it helper puzzle has?) 17 Paid (for) 68 Gulf ship 106 “What's the
and I'lldoit” 82 Composer 122 Bakery tool 18 Tweens, e.g. 69 Playwright -7
[#3] Franz 123 Brother of 24 Army denial William 111 Trolley car
43 Zine staff 85 Singer Baez Cain 26 Sicile, e.g. 70 Pigeon calls 112 Caftan, e.g.
44 Sarcastic 86 What a 124 Comic 30 Suffix with 71 Spy Mata — 113 Jail division
laugh sound green card Anderson access 72 Timber tool 118 Debt doc
45 Dust bit grants an 125 Passover 33 Sportscaster 73 Syrup base 119 Chewed
46 Direction of alien [#6] dinner — Rashad 74 Sugary drink stuff
sunup 89 Dated yet 126 Cruel 34 Weeper in 78 See 120 Not square
49 Real guy? trendy emperor myth 57-Down 121 Once named

©2018 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All nghts reserved
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Community Chwistmas Tree Lighting - Veterans Chwistmas Prograyw
Fireworks Booth Fundraiser - Liberty High Business Scholarships
Community Guidebook - Support for Local Businesses
Support for Local Projecty - Interesting Speakers
Great Monthly Mixers - The only thing missing is YOU!

“Why should I jointhe Chamber of Commerce?”

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ranchos
and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because | feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.

Whew's the NEXT Chamber of Conunerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,
Wednesday, October 10 at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join
us and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.
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Snoring can be a symptom of Obstructive Sleep Apnea
(OSA) and lead to:
Headaches ¢ Poor Concentration ¢ Daytime Sleepiness
Sexual Dysfunction « Weight Gain « Type |l Diabetes
Hypertension ¢ Stroke ¢ Cardiovascular Disease * Cancer

If you or a loved one suffer from snoring
or OSA, or wear a CPAP machine,
contact our office for more information on
FDA-approved oral sleep appliances
which give you a good night’s sleep
without the discomfort of CPAP,
surgery or drugs. In most cases they
are covered by medical insurance.

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics 55 -645-5
37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104

Madera Ranchos www.ranchosdental.net

Senior Report

Holiday Craft Fair and Halloween Sneaking Up

By Margaret Tynan

Excitement is mounting at the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors Center. The Inaugural Holi-
day Craft Fair is almost here. Over 30 artists and
crafters from the local community and sur-
rounding area will exhibit their work on Satur-
day, Oct. 20 from 8 am. to 2 p.m. You won’t
want to miss this event. This is a great place to
meet the artists and crafters to learn about their
work  and
find that per-
fect hand-
crafted gift or
ittm to en-
hance your
home décor.

You will be

able to

choose from

a  diverse

array of

lovely things

including

paintings,

prints, hand-

crafted soaps,

candles, vari-

ous wood-

work art and

garden

pieces, photo

and art cards,

one-of-a-

kind needle-

w o r k

creations,

jewelry, holiday ornaments and so much more.
The craft fair will be held at the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center, 37330 Berkshire Dr. in the
Madera Ranchos. Parking for the event will be
in the vacant lot on Avenue 12, just west of
Lee’s Kitchen. Look for the parking signs and
the persons who will direct you. We look for-
ward to seeing you there. If you have questions,
contact the Center at 645-4864.

Ghosts and goblins will once again haunt the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors at the annual Halloween
party and potluck on Thursday, October 25 at 6
p.m. It’s always a good time with games, prizes
and delicious food. Members and their guests
dress in funny or scary costumes to compete for
prizes. Who will be the funniest, the most fright-
ening, the most original or ??? Spooky decora-
tions are planned to add to the festive atmosphere.
The evening should prove to be a lot of fun.

The members of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors
are getting ready to vote for the new officers in
November. The nominating committee is hard at
work preparing the slate of candidates for the var-
ious positions. Our current President, Verlaine

Elinburg, is completing her busy 2-year term in
December and will serve as Past President for
2019 and 2020. Verlaine moved to the Madera
Ranchos in 1980 from Clovis and joined the Sen-
iors in 2009. She served as Corresponding Secre-
tary prior to her term as President. She worked for
the U.S. Postal service beginning in 1990 and held
the position of Post Master at Bass Lake,
Coarsegold and finally retired from Oakhurst Post
Office in 2009. Verlaine has a very interesting
background.
Bomn the
youngest  of
six girls in
India  and
raised in what
was then
Burma, she
emigrated to
the US in
1964. She says
thatasayoung
woman  she
was quite ath-
letic. She
shared an arti-
cle from the
sports page of
a Burma
newspaper
that said,
“Verlaine [is]
one of the best
young women
hockey play-
ers Burma has
ever had ...”
She has kept that spirit and vitality in her work
with the Center. She says she has been able to
build on her management and teamwork skills
and has gained self-esteem during her tenure. |
asked Verlaine what she hopes for the Center. She
would like to see continued integration into the
community through connection with other com-
munity groups. She is very active in many of the
local Madera Ranchos organizations. Verlaine’s
contributions and hard work as President of the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors is very much appreciated.
We look forward to continued work with her in
her new capacity.

Don’t forget to come to the regular Bake and
Boutique Sale and the Treasure House and Gar-
den Sale on Saturday, Oct. 6 from 8 a.m. to noon.
The writing group continues every Monday from
3to 5 p.m. and stretching and strength building
exercise class meets every Monday-Wednesday-
Friday at 10a.m.

Thought for October: "Creativity is allow-
ing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing
which ones to keep." -- Scott Adams, creator of
Dilbert cartoons

www. The Ranchos.com
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The Bookshelf

Accelerated Reader Now at Library

By Jerrica Edmundson

This month at the library we are getting back into the swing of school schedules and
new AR (Accelerated Reader) levels for the kids. \We’ve got a great selection of books
available for all ages and will gladly look up AR levels and points for any book you need.

We will be starting movie nights here with a great selection of films for everyone in
the family, so keep an eye out on our Facebook page for updates on those events. We also
plan on starting a knitting/crochet/quilting group with a sign-up sheet at the desk, so come
on in and get involved.

Here’s what your librarian is reading for this month:

Jerrica’s Shelf
Air Awakens by Elise Kova

This is a great fantasy romp where you follow a young
woman named Vhalla, who is a library assistant and has been
for most of her life. She is suddenly faced with an awakening of
magical powers that she has spent her life being completely ter-
rified of due to the effect that these powers had on her parents
when she was a child. She has a mysterious benefactor giving
her lessons through notes left in the pages of a book she was
given by another equally mysterious person donning the
robes of the sorcerers.

I’m really enjoying this novel and looking forward to
the sequels as it is an engrossing tale that presents a unique take on how
magic works in a world where there are opposing sides at war with each other on how this
magic should be put to use.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12 « 645-1214
Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Wed - Thu 11 am. -5 p.m.

Fri-Sat 11 a.m. -3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

9/18
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TriEase Softgels were

developed to

seasonal and environmental
elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system
when needed most.

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon --
Wl 6A5-4948 or 430-7131

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon

protect against

Wellness Advocate
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* Borders

* Driveways

» Walkways

* Patios

* Pool Decks

* Large & Small Slabs
« Stamped Concrete
« Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.

Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

Click on ““Local News™ at



LETTERS cont. from P. 17

rebuild the District Attorney’s office.

| believe Paul Hornick is the best
choice for Madera County District Attor-
ney because we need and deserve someone
who will work tirelessly and go the extra
mile needed. We need and deserve some-
one who is not a politician, but a crime
fighter. I urge you to make the time to meet
Paul Hornick and decide for yourself. | am
confident you will agree.

Sincerely,
Angela Keeling
Madera County

Dear Editor:

I am pleased to endorse Paul Hornick
for the office of District Attorney. Not
only am | voting for him, but I actively
encourage all other qualified voters to do
the same. Citizens of Madera and | have
had the last weeks to observe and evaluate
the perspectives and agendas of the Dis-
trict Attorney candidates in this race but,
as an attorney, | have long observed their
practices and actions in our county. Mr.
Hornick is distinguished from other can-
didates by his honest approach and prag-
matic insight into our community’s needs,
his willingness to study the issues and his
active listening to concerns not only of

law enforcement and peers. A prosecu-
tor’s duty is to uphold the highest stan-
dards of liberty and justice for all, as is
embodied in our laws. Mr. Hornick has
done and will continue to do this. Mr.
Hornick’s work in the District Attorney’s
office has earned him the confidence of
his colleagues, who support him. His di-
rect, informed and ethical approach to
prosecution has earned him the respect of
the majority of attorneys in Madera
County. His work ethic is unmatched and
his credentials are all that could be
wished. | will be proud to vote for him in
the upcoming election.

Miranda Neal, Attorney

Raymond

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:
The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C

Madera, CA 93636
fax:

559-645-4002
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Rebate Replies

“How long do I have to wait for my rebate?”

“When am | going to see my rebate?”

“Did SEMCU lose my rebate request or for-
getme?”

These are some of the questions that are
heard by Virginia down at the Chamber of Com-
merce or Verlaine at the Seniors” Center.

No, SEMCU did not forget you or lose your
paperwork; it just takes time to process things.

Let me explain how grants work in general.

Using our grantwriters, SEMCU triestofind
a grant that will benefit our area. Once a grant is
found, we apply for that money, trying to meet all
the criteria but not all grants are approved every
time. When the grant is approved, there is a dollar
value attached to it, but no money is advanced.
SEMCU usually loans “seed” money to start the
process. Quarterly we submit our expenses and a
progress report to the state, it is reviewed by the
state and sometimes returned for corrections or
clarification. When all the paper work is accepted,
the approved paper work is signed off by SEMCU
and the grant administrator.

Enter, the State

Itis then forwarded to the State Treasurer for
issuance of a check minus 10 percent holding.
That check is then deposited to a special checking
account and the reimbursement process begins.
This process takes anywhere from six to eight
months, which iswhy people that submitted rebate
requests in April have not seen the money yet. The
Low Flow grant was more transparent as
SEMCU purchased the devices and distributed
them while waiting for reimbursement from the
state.

The Washing Machine and Dishwasher
Grant is different in that you, the consumer, must
purchase the item first and submit proof of pur-
chase to SEMCU. Quarterly we submit a request
for reimbursement to the state and the process be-
gins.

It is a slow process, but the rebates will be
forthcoming.

Thank you for your patience.

We invite you to join and attend a SEMCU
meeting. We meet on the third Monday each
month at the Pizza Factory at 6 p.m. SEMCU
would also like to thank the Pizza Factory for its
support and use of its meeting room.

SEMCU is a 501(c)3 non-profit charity that
represents the people of Southeast Madera
County. Its focus is on water conservation and
building a sustainable future. For more informa-
tion, please visit our website at Wwww.semcu.org.

www. The Ranchos.com




Dishwashers have been added to the
Reimbursement Grant for qualified residents
of South East Madera County

NOW GET $350 EACH FOR

Dishwashers & Washing Machines
certified as“Energy Star Rated”

Additional discounts at Ventura TV & Appliance
may bring the cost even lower!
www.VenturaTV.com

Sign up at
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos
For more information contact SEMCU at:
email: info@semcu.org or call: 559-363-9095
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