
PRSRT STD 
ECR 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
MADERA,  CA. 
PERMIT NO. 61

Volume 21 Issue 10 2025 The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County                                                 50¢

 
Independent NOW IN OUR 20TH YEAR 

IN MADERA COUNTY

The Serving the Madera Ranchos 
Bonadelle Ranchos • Rolling Hills  

Riverstone • Tesoro Viejo

In This Issue  Editorial • Page 5 / Aunt Jean’s Recipes • Page 8 
  Classifieds • Page 16 / Fun Pages • Pages 18 & 19



Page 2

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Independent

Click on “Local News” at 

On Monday, Oct. 21, the Madera County Board of Supervi-
sors adopted a resolution declaring Madera County a “Second 
Amendment Sanctuary” County with a 4-0 vote, with one ab-
stention. 

The Second Amendment to the United States Constitution 
protects the right of the people to keep and bear arms. It says, “A 
well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free 
state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be 
infringed.” Across the nation, counties have adopted “Second 
Amendment Sanctuary” resolutions to reaffirm their commitment 
to this fundamental right. District 1 Supervisor Jordan Wamhoff 

became alarmed by recent actions by Governor Gavin 
Newsom and California’s state legislature for placing 
increasing restrictions on responsible, law-abiding gun 
owners. 

“The Governor’s sweeping gun control legislation 
targets law-abiding citizens instead of cracking down 
on criminal behavior,” said Wamhoff. “This resolution 
sends a clear message that Madera County stands with 
the Constitution, the Second Amendment and the 
rights of responsible gun owners.” 

The resolution declares Madera County a “Second 
Amendment Sanctuary,” symbolizing the County’s 
support for the constitutional rights of lawful gun own-
ers and aligning Madera with other counties through-
out California and the nation that have taken similar 
action. The resolution does not change existing laws 
or enforcement practices, but serves as a symbolic af-
firmation of Madera County’s support for the Second 
Amendment and the freedoms it guarantees. 

It is estimated that there are thousands of "Second 
Amendment Sanctuary" counties across the U.S., 
though the exact number is difficult to pinpoint as 
many have adopted resolutions rather than local laws. 
These counties pass non-binding resolutions to declare 
their opposition to stricter gun control laws and their 
commitment to protecting Second Amendment rights, 
but local law enforcement is still required to enforce 
state and federal laws. 

A Second Amendment sanctuary resolution 

means it's a symbolic resolution passed by a local gov-
ernment to express its opposition to potential new gun 
laws at the state or federal level. These resolutions are 
often not legally binding and do not change how local 
law enforcement operates and Sheriffs and police are 
still obligated to enforce state and federal laws, but 
what the resolution does show is a political signal to 
state-level politicians that voters and local officials 
support Second Amendment protections and may in-
fluence legislative decisions. Citizens may become en-
couraged to contact politicians and create platforms for 
pro-gun rights legislation. 

The “Second Amendment Sanctuary” movement 
is a response to gun control measures and is distinct 
from “sanctuary cities” or counties, which are typically 
associated with limiting cooperation with federal im-
migration enforcement. Some jurisdictions are desig-
nated as “sanctuary” for immigration purposes, but this 
is a separate issue from Second Amendment Sanctuary 
resolutions. 

Like any other contentious political issue, Second 
Amendment sanctuary is very complex. Some consider 
its legal status to be non-existent, while others believe 
it is imperative for maintaining rights guaranteed to 
citizens under the Second Amendment. Regardless,   
new laws are sure to come, new challenges to those 
laws are sure to be initiated, and this debate will rage 
on as an important facet of firearms discourse in the 
United States. 

An 8 a.m. gang-related search war-
rant served at a home in Tesoro Viejo on 
Thursday, Oct. 9 resulted in two arrests – 
a 35-year-old woman and a 15-year-old 
boy. Authorities say they were searching 
for illegal weapons, firearms and wanted 
fugitives. 

The sheriff's office, 
with support from the U.S. 
Marshals Service, executed 
the search warrant at a res-
idence on Phillip Way, tar-
geting a wanted individual 
and looking for potential 
firearms. 

Five people in total 
were detained, including 
two minors. Elizabeth 
Green, 35, was arrested 
after Madera County Spe-
cial Enforcement Team 
Detectives discovered evi-
dence of identity theft dur-
ing the investigation. A 
minor was also arrested 
and faces multiple charges, 
including assault with a 
machine gun on a peace officer and re-
sisting arrest. 

The Madera County SWAT team was 
also deployed for safety and tactical sup-

port because of the suspicion of weapons 
in the residence and a School Resource 
Deputy was stationed at nearby Hillside 
Elementary as a precaution, though the 
school was never in danger. 

"The U.S. Marshals Service brings 

unmatched expertise to high-risk cases, 
and together we are enhancing public 
safety throughout Madera County," said 
Sheriff Tyson Pogue. 

Tesoro Viejo A.M. Raid Arrests

Elizabeth Green, 35, was arrested by Madera County 
Sheriffs with the help of the U.S. Marshals.

California table grape growers are once 
again providing scholarship opportunities 
to graduating high school seniors from the 
table grape growing regions of California. 
Three categories of scholarships are avail-
able again in 2026. 

Two scholarships are available to 
field workers and their families. The 
Field Worker Bridge Scholarship is a 
$14,500 scholarship for students who will 
attend two years at a community college 
and transfer to a four-year university in 
California. The Field Worker Scholarship 
is a $25,000 scholarship for students who 
will attend a four-year university in Cal-
ifornia. Eligible high school graduates or 
graduating seniors, or their parent/legal 
guardian, must have been employed as a 
field worker in a California table grape 
vineyard during the 2025 harvest or plan 
to be employed during the 2026 season to 
be eligible for the Field Worker Scholar-
ships. 

The third scholarship is a $25,000 
Agricultural Scholarship available for stu-

dents interested in building a career in the 
California table grape industry and invest-
ing their undergraduate years of study in ac-
ademic areas related to the industry. 
Eligible high school graduates or graduat-
ing seniors must pursue a four-year under-
graduate degree from a California 
university in a field of study pertinent to 
table grapes and be residents of the 
Coachella or San Joaquin valleys. 

Three scholarships from each category 
are available. Applicants for all scholar-
ships must plan to attend a California col-
lege or university. The deadline to apply for 
all scholarships is Friday, February 6, 2026. 

Since 1985, California table grape 
growers aided over 200 students in attend-
ing college. To hear from recent scholarship 
recipients, please visit www.grapesfrom 
california.com/community-outreach/ 
scholarship-recipients. For more informa-
tion on the scholarship program, please visit 
www.grapesfromcalifornia.com/community 
-outreach/ or contact Scholarships@grapes 
fromcalifornia.com.

Scholarship Opportunities Available

http://www.grapesfromcalifornia.com/community-outreach/scholarship-recipients
http://www.grapesfromcalifornia.com/community-outreach/scholarship-recipients
http://www.grapesfromcalifornia.com/community-outreach/scholarship-recipients
http://www.grapesfromcalifornia.com/community-outreach/scholarship-recipients
http://www.grapesfromcalifornia.com/community-outreach/scholarship-recipients
http://www.grapesfromcalifornia.com
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By Sally Rowden 
 
The fall weather is with us. It is so peace-

ful and relaxing to sit outside. Do hope each 
of you are getting a chance to welcome this 
time of the year. 

Our guest 
speaker at our first 
meeting in October 
was Tricia Protzman. 
Tricia is our Madera 
County Superinten-
dent of Schools. She 
shared a nicely de-
signed booklet enti-
tled “Madera County 
Student Academic 
Events.” The booklet 
highlights student events happening through-
out Madera County during the 2025-2026 ac-
ademic year. Very impressive. Tricia also 

highlighted the Career Technical Education 
Pathways programs. These programs give 
hands-on, real-life career skills along with 
core academics. Preparing students for a ca-
reer and/or college. Thank you, Tricia, for 

your time spent with 
us. You are a valuable 
and articulate advo-
cate for the children 
and families of 
Madera County.  

Marie Cameron 
and Sally Rowden 
managed our booth at 
the Ranchos Hills 
Seniors Craft Fair on 
Oct. 4. Our Fall/Hal-
loween Raffle Basket 

was on display. Several folks purchased tick-
ets. Thanks for your support. In supporting the 
Kiwanis Club, you are supporting the children 

of our communities. 
Then on Saturday, Oct. 11, our new of-

ficers for the year 2025-2026 were installed. 
Ollia Ridge opened her home for the festivi-
ties. Thanks Ollia. Our new President is Sally 
Rowden with Andrea Pille as Secretary and 
Marie Cameron as Treasurer. We also wel-
comed a new member, Mike Fursman. Din-
ner and a dessert bar were much enjoyed. 

On Oct. 24, we will be at the Sierra View 
Elementary School Carnival from 4 – 7 p.m. 
We will be providing a no-cost game booth 
for the children. This is always a fun event. 
Come on out and join in the fun. 

As we move into November, we are 
preparing our Winter/Christmas Raffle Bas-
ket. Lots of special holiday gifts and tasty 
morsels. You’ll see Kiwanis members in our 
communities selling raffle tickets. Tickets are 
six for $5. All proceeds go toward projects, 
events, programs, awards and/or scholarships 

for the children in our communities. Monday 
through Wednesday you will be able to ob-
tain tickets from Ollia Ridge at Golden Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce. Their contact 
number is 559-645-4001. 

If you would like to know more about 
the Kiwanis Club of Madera Ranchos, come 
visit. We meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month. Our General Meet-
ing begins at 6:30 p.m. but come a little early 
and order yourself a tasty bite and drink from 
Second Son Brews. This is our meeting loca-
tion, found at 37167 Avenue 12, Suite 4C in 
the Ranchos. You can also email Sally Row-
den at rowdensally2@gmail.com with any 
questions or if you would like to be a guest 
speaker, please email highlighting your ex-
pertise to share. 

“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mys-
tery, today is God’s gift, that’s why we call it 
the present.” – Joan Rivers. 

Latest Info on Kiwanis Activities for the Madera Ranchos and Beyond
Kiwanis Korner

 
... We are preparing our Win-

ter/Christmas Raffle Basket. Lots of 
special holiday gifts and tasty morsels. 
Tickets are six for $5. All proceeds go 
toward projects, events, programs, 
awards and/or scholarships for the 
children in our communities. 

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
VOTE • VOTE • VOTE • VOTE • VOTE
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GO 
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long
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• Assembling the International Space Station 
took more than 200 spacewalks. 
• The average freediver can hold their breath 
for approximately 10 minutes, much longer 
than the average healthy, fit human but well 
short of the Guinness World Record time of 22 
minutes. 
• During the Middle Ages, the majority of western maps placed east rather than 
north at the top. 
• Diamonds are the only gem made of a single element, at nearly 99.95% carbon, 
the most commonly found element on Earth.  
• After the axle, the first wheels did not appear on any mode of transportation, but 
on a child's toy. Scholars estimate that it took another three centuries after wheels 
were used in pottery and toymaking for them to be applied to transportation. 
• The Great Pyramid at Giza has over 2 million stone blocks, each with an average 
weight of more than 2 tons. 
• Two days after Alexander Graham Bell died at his summer home in Nova Sco-
tia on Aug. 2, 1922, all telephone service in the United States and Canada was sus-
pended for a full minute at the precise moment when he was lowered into his 
grave. 
• Just 10 percent of an incandescent light bulb's energy produces light. The re-
maining 90 percent produces heat. 
• At the 2007 French Open, Venus Williams' serve sent the ball flying at 129 miles 
per hour, the second fastest serve by a woman ever recorded. It was also the fastest 
recorded in a main draw match at that time. 
• Most people think you gain 5 to 10 pounds over Thanksgiving, but you'll be glad 
to know the average amount is really just a single pound. 
 
Thought for the Day: "I'd rather attempt to do something great and fail than to at-
tempt to do nothing and succeed." -- Robert H. Schuller 
 

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“Government 
cannot close 

down the  
“assembly line.” 

It has to 
 provide, without  

interruption, 
the protective 

services 
which are 

government's 
reason for 

being.”

Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry   
 
The "ceasefire now" crowd finally 

got its ceasefire, although not the way 
it hoped.  

Israel and Hamas have agreed to 
stop the fighting in Gaza, while the ter-
ror group will release all Israeli 
hostages in exchange for Palestinian 
prisoners held by Israel.  

There's always a chance the agree-
ment falls apart. Still, it isn't creating 
jubilation from all 
the people who 
have been braying 
for Israel to end 
the war. There are 
two reasons -- one 
is that the deal is 
favorable for Is-
rael, and the other 
is that the deal's 
architect is a pres-
ident of the United 
States whom, the 
fiercest advocates 
of a ceasefire hate.  

If it holds, the 
agreement is the 
biggest victory yet for Donald Trump's 
hyperactive, transactional diplomacy. 

A lifetime of maneuvering for ad-
vantage in the real estate and media 
worlds in New York City -- searching 
for and using every ounce of leverage 
-- was better preparation for high-level 

international diplomacy than if Trump 
had spent a lifetime on the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee.  

Whereas "international opinion" 
believed we had to isolate and cut off 
Israel, Trump armed the Jewish state, 
bombed Iran and squeezed Qatar to 
bring Hamas to heel -- and it worked. 
The deal is a tribute to avoiding the 
well-worn ruts of Middle East diplo-
macy.  

As for Israel, it needed to find a 
way out of a con-
flict that had be-
come a PR 
disaster. Getting 
the hostages back 
is an important 
national goal, 
even if the ex-
change is lopsided 
(these swaps al-
ways are). Mean-
while, Israel will 
pull back to an 
agreed-upon line, 
but still hold an 
estimated 53% of 
Gaza as a security 

buffer. Even if things eventually go 
south again, Israel has bought time by 
decimating Hamas and significantly 
diminishing the threats from Iran and 
Hezbollah.  

It is certainly true that Phase 2 of 
the deal, which is supposed to disarm 

Trump’s “Gonzo” in Gaza

 
"The reasonable man adapts 

himself to the world," George 
Bernard Shaw maintained, "the 
unreasonable one persists in try-
ing to adapt the world to him-
self. Therefore, all progress 
depends on the unreasonable 
man." 

In this sense, Trump is use-
fully unreasonable. 

 

Hamas and establish a technocratic 
Palestinian government in Gaza, will 
be much more difficult to pull off. If it 
were to come to fruition, though, it 
would be transformative for Israel's 
security and for the lives of Gazans.  

There will presumably be no 
speeches at Hollywood awards cere-
monies crediting Trump for his peace-
making. Among other things, there's 
too much cognitive dissonance in say-
ing, "I think President Trump is a dan-
gerous fascist -- but appreciate how 
bound and determined he is to end 
conflicts around the world." 

Trump is a gonzo version of stan-
dard U.S. foreign policy. All American 
presidents want to make peace in the 
Middle East, and all want, whether 
they say it or not, to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize. What's different about 
Trump is his methods, and his open-
ness about seeking a call from the 

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 16



Click on “Local News” at 

10
/2

5

Page 6 

10
/2

5

674-1663 
36691 Ave. 12 

Madera Ranchos

DRILLING AND 
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
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Since 1976
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I love the spooky season. Cool 
weather. Playing dress up. Christmas hid-
ing in the back of Walmart just waiting to 
jump out and take over. Okay, that’s a lie. 
Christmas took over before the back-to-
school items were cleared from the 
shelves. I see you, giant blow-up Santa 
Claus, but you have to wait – there’s 
tricking and treating to be done.  

My love for this time of year came 
from my dad. This was always his fa-
vorite season. Christmas belonged to my 
mother, and it was an event in our house-
hold, but Halloween was when my dad 
shined. Not that he needed it to be Hal-
loween to scare me. Instead of Mother 
Goose and Dr. Seuss, dad would put me 
to bed by telling me scary stories. From 
bloody hooks dangling from car door 
handles to crazy-eyed, homicidal mani-
acs hiding in the backseat with a hatchet. 
Really, it’s a wonder I ever slept as a 
child.   

Still, it’s be-
cause of that, and a 
love of all things 
true crime, I’m 
largely desensi-
tized to scary sto-
ries. What I am not 
desensitized to, 
however, is 
haunted attractions 
and things jumping 
out to scare me 
even when I expect 
them. In fairness, I 
am also easily startled when someone 
pops into my cubicle unannounced. So 
much so that on more than one occasion I 
have fallen out of my chair, but that’s not 
what we are here to talk about today.  

I went to my favorite haunted pump-
kin patch again with a friend of mine last 
week. It’s become an annual tradition for 
us, even though I’m not exactly sure I 
handle it well. My voice is absolutely 
wrecked from all the screaming. Even 
when I know it’s coming. Even when I 
see the person lurking, I scream like I’m 
auditioning for Michael Myers’ next vic-
tim when they lunge for me. Yet I sign up 
for it year after year.  

I’m not interested in driving out into 
the middle of nowhere to spend a small 
fortune on a pumpkin that costs seven and 
a half times more than one from the gro-
cery store down the street. I will, how-
ever, make that same drive and spend a 
similar fortune to have a bunch of 
teenagers scare the bejesus out of me on 
purpose. This pumpkin patch has a 
haunted corn maze, a haunted slaughter-

Scared to Death? YES!

house, zombie apocalypse paintball, var-
ious other carnivalesque games, and touts 
an exceptional barbecued brisket that I 
still haven’t tried. Turns out, a near-con-
stant state of anticipated terror ruins the 
appetite. Who knew? All in all, it’s a great 
time even with the increased risk of being 
frightened to death.  

Though my favorite part is always 
pelting zombies with paintballs, I do love 
the haunted attractions because, evi-

dently, I find it fun 
to play fast and 
loose with my 
bladder control on 
a Saturday night. 
It’s not so much 
that I’m scared, it’s 
that I’m on edge 
the entire trek 
through the attrac-
tion and it takes 
very little to startle 
the heck out of me, 
which I suppose 

makes me the ideal audience for such ac-
tivities. The people in the maze can’t 
touch you, but they are supremely tal-
ented at making you think they are com-
ing at you from one direction, then 
popping up behind you.  

I grew up with my dad, so every year 
I think to myself, “What could they pos-
sibly come up with that he hadn’t already 
done in one of the many haunted houses 
he created in my childhood?” Every year 
I am wrong. Very wrong, and I will tell 
you this: I’m half convinced my father ac-
tually designed this corn maze of pure ter-
ror as payback for all the Halloweens I 
didn’t get to spend with him as an adult.  

Things you think are fake turn out to 
be very much alive and follow you until 
they herd you into something like a 
swamp. A creepy, green, steaming swamp 
where you can’t see below your waist, but 
you can most certainly feel things brush-
ing against your legs. You make a left and 
come face to face with a murderous look-

 
I grew up with my dad, so every 

year I think to myself, “What could 
they possibly come up with that he 
hadn’t already done in one of the 
many haunted houses he created in 
my childhood?” Every year I am 
wrong. Very wrong ... 

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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I  w a s  r e c e n t l y  b a b y s i t t i n g  
m y  y o u n g e r  g r a n d k i d s .  T h e  
f o u r - y e a r - o l d  b e g a n  p l a y i n g  
w i t h  h e r  f o o d  a s  f o u r - y e a r -
o l d s  d o .  B e f o r e  I  c o u l d  i n t e r -
v e n e ,  t h e  f r u i t  c u p  s p i l l e d  
o n t o  t h e  f l o o r .  L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  
m e s s  u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e  s h e  
m u m b l e d ,  “ I  d i d n ’ t  s e e  t h a t  
c o m i n g . ”  H e r  r e s p o n s e  c a u g h t  
m e  b y  s u r p r i s e ,  a n d  I  c o u l d -
n ’ t  h e l p  b u t  l a u g h .   

T h e  f u n n y  t h i n g  i s ,  t h a t ’ s  
n o t  t h e  f i r s t  s p i l l  a s  a  r e s u l t  
o f  p l a y i n g  w i t h  f o o d ,  a n d  y e t  
s h e  w a s n ’ t  e x p e c t i n g  i t .  
D o e s n ’ t  t h a t  s o u n d  j u s t  l i k e  
u s ?  W e  k e e p  d o i n g  t h e  s a m e  
t h i n g ,  e x p e c t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  r e -
s u l t s ?   

T e l l i n g  a  c h i l d  t o  “ s t o p  
s p i l l i n g ”  w o n ’ t  m a g i c a l l y  
p r e v e n t  m e s s e s .  I t  t a k e s  t i m e  
a n d  a  s e r i e s  o f  s p e c i f i c  i n -
s t r u c t i o n s  t o  e f f e c t  c h a n g e .  
L e a n  o v e r  y o u r  p l a t e .  U s e  
y o u r  s p o o n .  P i c k  u p  t h e  c u p  
w i t h  b o t h  h a n d s .   

L i k e w i s e ,  w e  c a n  t e l l  o u r -
s e l v e s  t o  h a v e  a  t i d y  b e d -
r o o m ,  o f f i c e ,  o r  p a n t r y ,  b u t  
w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  s t e p s  a n d  
a d j u s t i n g  o u r  h a b i t s ,  i t  w o n ’ t  
h a p p e n .   

I n  t h e i r  b o o k ,  S w i t c h  –  
H o w  t o  C h a n g e  W h e n  C h a n g e  
i s  H a r d ,  C h i p  a n d  D a n  H e a t h  
s a y ,  “ S m a l l  t a r g e t s  l e a d  t o  
s m a l l  v i c t o r i e s ,  a n d  s m a l l  
v i c t o r i e s  c a n  o f t e n  t r i g g e r  a  
p o s i t i v e  s p i r a l  o f  b e h a v i o r . ”  

A  w o m a n  i n  a  c l a s s  I  
t a u g h t  s h a r e d  t h a t  a f t e r  h e r  
h u s b a n d  d i e d ,  s h e  l e t  t h i n g s  
g o  a n d  b e c a m e  c o m p l e t e l y  
o v e r w h e l m e d  w i t h  c l u t t e r .  
O n e  d a y  s h e  s t a r t e d  a  l i t t l e  
h a b i t  t h a t  e q u i p p e d  h e r  t o  d o  

T h e  U p w a r d  S p i r a l  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  m o r e  u n t i l  s h e  
r e g a i n e d  c o n t r o l  o f  h e r  h o m e .  
S h e  s t a r t e d  m a k i n g  h e r  b e d  
e v e r y  m o r n i n g .  I t  w a s  a  s m a l l  
v i c t o r y  t h a t  t r i g g e r e d  a n  u p -
w a r d  s p i r a l  o f  b e h a v i o r .  

O n e  w a y  t o  d o  t h i s ,  s a y  
C h i p  a n d  D a n ,  i s  t o  s h r i n k  
t h e  c h a n g e .  H a v i n g  a  t i d y  
b e d r o o m  m i g h t  s o u n d  w o n -
d e r f u l  b u t  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  
W h a t  a b o u t  h a v i n g  a  t i d i e r  
b e d r o o m ?  Y o u  c a n  h a v e  a  t i -
d i e r  b e d r o o m  i n  j u s t  1 0  m i n -
u t e s .   

C h o o s e  a  1 0 - m i n u t e  w i n -
d o w  l e a v i n g  y o u r s e l f  a  l i t t l e  
m a r g i n  b e f o r e  y o u  m u s t  b e  
s o m e w h e r e ,  j u s t  i n  c a s e  y o u  
g e t  i n s p i r e d  a n d  w a n t  t o  k e e p  
g o i n g .   

G o  f o r  t h e  l o w - h a n g i n g  
f r u i t  w i t h  a  t r a s h  b a g  a n d  
l a u n d r y  b a s k e t .  C l e a r  t h e  
f l o o r  o f  c l o t h e s  a n d  t r a s h .  
A v o i d  g e t t i n g  h u n g  u p  o n  
t h i n g s  y o u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  
t o  d o  w i t h .  B o x  t h e m  u p  a n d  
e m a i l  m e  f o r  m y  “ K e e p  o r  
T o s s ”  t i p  s h e e t  ( i n f o @ o r g a -
n i z e d b y c h o i c e . c o m ) .   

K e e p  t h e  f o c u s  o n  t h e  
f l o o r  u n t i l  t h a t  s p a c e  i s  c l e a r  
o r  y o u r  t i m e r  c h i m e s .  M o v e  
s h o e s  i n t o  t h e  c l o s e t ,  b o o k s  
o n t o  a  s h e l f ,  e t c .  I f  y o u r  1 0  
m i n u t e s  i s  u p  b e f o r e  c o m p l e -
t i o n ,  s c h e d u l e  a n o t h e r  1 0 -
m i n u t e  t i d y .   

D e c i d e  o n  a  f e w  s m a l l  
h a b i t s  y o u ’ r e  w i l l i n g  t o  i m -
p l e m e n t  t o  k e e p  t h e  f l o o r  
c l e a r .  U s e  a  t r a s h  c a n  a n d  
l a u n d r y  b a s k e t  d a i l y  a s  
n e e d e d ;  p l a c e  s h o e s  a n d  
b o o k s  w h e r e  t h e y  b e l o n g  
a f t e r  e a c h  u s e .  A t t a c h  a  
“ C H E C K  T H E  F L O O R ”  r e -
m i n d e r  t o  t h e  b a t h r o o m  m i r -
r o r  u n t i l  t h i s  n e w  h a b i t  
b e c o m e s  r o u t i n e .   

M o v e  o n  t o  d r e s s e r  t o p s  
a n d  n i g h t s t a n d s  —  t o s s i n g ,  
r e l o c a t i n g  a n d  c r e a t i n g  s i m -
p l e  r o u t i n e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  y o u r  
d e - c l u t t e r e d  s u r f a c e s .   

C h o o s e  y o u r  n e x t  s m a l l  
t a r g e t  a n d  c o n t i n u e  y o u r  u p -
w a r d  s p i r a l  1 0  m i n u t e s  a t  a  
t i m e .  

 
F o r  m o r e  i n f o ,  c o n t a c t  O r -

g a n i z e d  B y  C h o i c e  a t  5 5 9 -
8 7 1 - 3 3 1 4  o r  e m a i l  t h e m  a t  
i n f o @ o r g a n i z e d b y c h o i c e . c o m .
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ing clown, only to turn around and have 
your retreat blocked by three of his homici-
dal friends who most certainly were not 
there a second before. More than once, I 
have run headfirst into a wall of cornstalks 
and fallen over backward in an attempt to 
escape a deadly clown ambush. Yes, I know 
the cornstalks are there. They’re always 
there, however the fight or flight instinct 
doesn’t often come with a rock-solid strat-
egy for escape.   

I also have a theory that my friends 
can’t get me to let go of. I’m convinced 
some of it is real, why else would a level-
headed person such as myself be so terri-
fied, right? RIGHT? 

Hear me out.  
I think that place is the perfect forum 

for hiding multiple homicides. There’s not 

enough light and you move through it too 
fast to be able to tell the difference be-
tween real gore and simulated. Everyone 
is screaming and there’s the sounds of 
chainsaws and chopping noises every-
where you go. What better place to hide 
murder and dead bodies than in plain sight 
where no one actually expects anything to 
be real? There’s also the fact that there is 
no one at the end of the maze who counts 
the people who exit. For all we know, a 
thousand people went in but only 982 
came out. I am convinced I’m the only 
person who sees this place for what it re-
ally is: A murder field disguised as a 
pumpkin patch. Still, I’ll go back every 
year, if for nothing else than one day I’ll 
break the case wide open and they’ll inter-
view me for Dateline.  

Until that day, stay vigilant, stay 
scared, and Happy Halloween everyone!  

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6



Page 8

Here we are in autumn already. I love 
the fall time of the year – not real cold yet, 
and a lot cooler than what we have been 
through. Probably the only people that 
don’t like this weather are at PG&E. We 
can open our windows and doors and enjoy. 

What do you usually think of when 
this time of year gets here? Football 
games? Beautiful orange and red leaves 
on the trees (and then you have to rake 
the lousy things up)? Halloween? Pump-
kins! Over the past years I used to pick 
up Randy’s, and then Adam’s, kids after 
school at Sierra View and I loved to sit 
there and watch the little ones on the days 
they came back to the school after their 
trip to the Pumpkin 
Patch. What excite-
ment! They were so 
protective of their 
precious treasures. 
They hung on to it 
like the star football 
player running with 
the ball to the goal 
line. Hopefully they 
all had someone at 
home that could 
help them make that 
all important Jack 
‘O Lantern. 

Pumpkin Anyone? 
And what are you reminded of when 

we say “Pumpkin”? Pumpkin Pie, Pumpkin 
Bread and lots of other desserts made with 
pumpkins? Most people don’t bother with 
seeding, peeling, and cooking a pumpkin 
any more, they just buy a can.  

Although pumpkin pie is not my fa-
vorite, my mom did make delicious ones. 
She usually made two for Thanksgiving ex-
cept when she knew her grandson Steve 
would be there, then she would always 
make a couple extras. She didn’t have any 
secret recipe, not even one written on her 
cards. Her recipe was on the back of a can 
of Libby’s pumpkin. Each large can will 
make two pies. 

In going through mama’s recipe cards, 
I found this one. She has cut it out of a 
newspaper and taped it to one of her cards 
so I will copy it as it is. If you can’t make 
good pie crust (like me) or just don’t like to 
make pie crust, this recipe would be ideal 

Pump Up the Pumpkin

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  h a v e  
d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  “ B e s t  
O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  G o o d  r e c i p e s  
a r e  t i m e l e s s  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  
e n j o y  t h e m  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(October 2015)
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Click on “Local News” at 

and it sounds good too. 
No Crust to Screw Up 
Stick it in the oven and forget it for an 

hour and half. Easy, peasy. My 11 year old 
niece could have made it last year or the 
year before! But wait, Sara’s recipe is as 
good as her story: 

Make the pumpkin-pie mixture from 
the large can of Libby’s pumpkin. Pour it 
into a large deep casserole. (I’d say she 
used about a 3 quart Corningware dish.) 

In a large bowl blend a packaged spice 
cake mix with two cubes melted butter. 

Drop this mixture by spoonfuls on top 
of the pie mixture in the casserole dish. 

Bake at 350 for about 1 ½ hours. 
Now I ask you – doesn’t that sound 

good? How about a big spoon of this with a 
blob of whipped 
cream on it – or a 
scoop of vanilla ice 
cream. Yummy. 

The following 
pumpkin bread 
recipes are for every-
one, but especially 
for the lady that 
called the office and 
requested them and 
before I could get 
back to her, I mis-
placed her phone 
number. The first 

one is my mother’s: 
Pumpkin Nut Bread 
1 C margarine 
3 C sugar 
3 eggs 
1 large can pumpkin 
3 C sifted all purpose flour 
1 ½ tsp salt 
1 tsp baking soda 
1 tsp baking powder 
1 tsp cinnamon 
1 tsp cloves 
½ tsp nutmeg 
1 tsp vanilla 
2 C chopped nuts 
1 C raisins 
Cream together margarine and sugar. 

Beat in eggs, add pumpkin and vanilla, 
mixing well. Sift together dry ingredients, 
blend with pumpkin mixture. Add nuts and 
raisins. 

Bake in loaf pans for 40 to 45 minutes 
in preheated 350 oven. 
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The following recipe is my sister 

Faye’s (Randy’s mom). You will notice it 
doesn’t take any eggs. 

Faye’s Pumpkin Bread 
Oven 350 Yield – 3 loaves 
1 can pumpkin 
4 C sugar 
1 C oil 
Mix together, then add to pumpkin 
 mixture: 
2 tsp baking soda 
2 tsp cinnamon 
1 tsp cloves 
1 tsp nutmeg 
1 tsp salt 
5 C flour 
Bake in prepared pans 70 minutes 
I have a very dear friend living in 

Chowchilla that I went to school with since 
the seventh grade. She took over as man-
ager of the high school cafeteria when my 
mother retired. Every year she invites my 
sisters and me up to her house for a Christ-
mas luncheon. A couple of years ago she 
served a pumpkin roll that was really deli-
cious. I asked her for the recipe and I’ll pass 
it on to you. 

Pumpkin Cake Roll 
3 eggs 
1 C sugar 

1 tsp lemon juice 
2/3 C pumpkin 
1 C chopped nuts 
¾ C flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
½ tsp ginger 
½ tsp salt 
2 tsp cinnamon 
1/4  tsp nutmeg 
Filling: 
1 C powdered sugar 
6 oz. pkg. cream cheese- softened 
¼ C butter - softened 
½ tsp vanilla 
Preheat oven at 375. Grease a 15x10x1 

inch baking pan and line with waxed paper. 
Grease and flour the paper. Set aside. 

In a mixing bowl, beat eggs on high for 
5 minutes. Gradually beat in sugar until 
thick and lemon colored. Add pumpkin and 
lemon juice. 

In another bowl (I use a large piece of 
wax paper so you won’t have another bowl 
to wash) mix flour, cinnamon, baking pow-
der, salt, ginger and nutmeg, fold into 
pumpkin mixture. 

Spread batter into prepared pan, sprin-
kle with nuts. 

Bake at 375 for 15 minutes or until 

 
Here we are in autumn already. 

I love the fall time of the year – not 
real cold yet, and a lot cooler than 
what we have been through. Proba-
bly the only people that don’t like 
this weather are at PG&E. We can 
open our windows and doors and 
enjoy. 

  

Please see RECIPE on P. 12
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Senior Report

Thanksgiving Potluck Coming to RHSC
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By Melanie Williams 
 
As November approaches, leaves 

turn their brilliant colors of autumn, 
nights are cooler and clouds start to fill 
the sunny skies. Autumn begins and our 
thoughts turn toward preparation of holi-
day celebrations and time with family and 
friends.  

The mem-
bers of the 
Ranchos/Hills 
Senior Center 
are looking for-
ward to cele-
brating the 
season of 
thanksgiving as 
well. The 
Thanksgiving 
gathering at the 
Senior Center 
is on Thursday, 
Nov. 13 at 5 
p.m. We are or-
ganizing a 
Thanksgiving Potluck this year. The 
Nominating Committee is planning to up-
date members during the Thanksgiving 
meal and discuss their progress on filling 
board member positions. We are looking 
for members who are willing to volunteer 
for needed positions on the Ranchos/Hills 
Senior Center Board in 2026. We are also 
planning a Game Night after the Thanks-
giving Potluck. If you are interested in the 
update about board member positions, 
please come to the potluck. Call the Sen-
ior Center for information and to sign up 
for the Thanksgiving Potluck at 559-645-
4864. 

The 7th Annual Holiday Craft Fair at 
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center was a 
great success. Thank you to all the Ran-
chos community that came to see the par-
ticipating vendors and their uniquely 
crafted items at the Craft Fair. We had a 
winner for the greatly anticipated “Pizza 
A Month” fundraiser donated by the Pizza 
Factory in the Madera Ranchos. Congrat-
ulations to Harry Fayter. What a treat to 
enjoy a Ranchos’ favorite pizza for the 
upcoming year. We greatly appreciate the 
local businesses who donated toward our 
silent auction. 

Last, but most important is how 
thankful we are for the community, ven-
dors and volunteers who attended our 7th 
Annual Holiday Craft Fair in October. 
Our coordinator, Judy Sears and her com-

mittee, worked very hard to ensure every-
one had a good experience and enjoyed 
the festivities at the Ranchos/Hills Senior 
Center. 

The Indian Basket Weaving Classes 
are meeting at the Senior Center. Terry 
Killingsworth is very willing to add more 
people that want to join the group. The 

“Madera Ranchos Basket Cases” are 
meeting on Oct. 28 and Nov. 4 from 9 
until 11 a.m. The group usually meets 
twice a month, but due to the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday week, they are not meeting on 
the last Tuesday in November. Terry en-
courages all members to share their won-
derful baskets with friends and family 
during the coming holidays. 

Weekly activities at the 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center are on cal-
endar of the RHS monthly newsletter. Ex-
ercise Class, led by Jo Chase, every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10 
a.m. The Card and Table Games are every 
Thursday at 12:15 p.m., except for the 
Thanksgiving Potluck on Thursday, Nov. 
13 and Thanksgiving Day on Thursday, 
Nov. 27. 

We have ladies who run the Scout 
Garden at the Senior Center and work 
every Tuesday morning at 9 a.m. with the 
care and maintenance of donated plants. 
If you are interested in helping with the 
Scout Garden, please call the Senior Cen-
ter at 559-645-4864on Tuesday morning 
for more information. 

The Odd Fellows Breakfast is serv-
ing on Sunday, Nov. 16 from 7:30 to 11 
a.m. They donate their proceeds to local 
Madera County charities. It is located at 
the Odd Fellows Lodge on Avenue 15 and 

Line Dancing is a new activity at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center start-
ing Wednesday, Nov. 5 and 19 at 2 p.m.

Please see SENIORS on P. 12
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Click on “Local News” at 

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, 
Wednesday, November 12 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join 
us and be a part of what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001 for more information.

When is the NEXT Chamber of Commerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is reaching out to the Community — the Madera Ranchos, Bonadelle Ranchos, Rolling Hills, Tesoro Viejo 
and Riverstone — about new street banners to adorn Avenue 12 and bring more pride to our community. You can help by donating to this project. Send 
your donation to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera, CA 93636. You may also VENMO a donation to Mike 
Fursman @ Mike-Fursman. If you have a company and would like to donate, you will be recognized on a banner. 

We are all part of this community and we can all be proud of what we can do together. Let’s brighten up our community. 
Thanking all of you in advance, 
Mike Fursman, Golden Valley Chamber President 
All Chamber Board Members

Welcome the newest member to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce family 
Valley View Veterinary Hospital 

10250 Highway 41, Madera 
559-353-1333   •  valleyviewdvm@gmail.com 10

/2
5
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Real Estatecake springs back when lightly touched. Be 
careful not to bake too long or it will be too 
dry to roll. 

Immediately turn out on a clean towel 
that has been dusted with powdered sugar. 
Peel off paper and roll cake up in the towel 
starting with the narrow end. Cool. 

Meantime, in a mixing bowl, beat 
cream cheese, 1 cup powdered sugar, butter 
and vanilla until fluffy. 

When cake has cooled, carefully unroll 
the cake. Spread filling over cake to within 
1 inch of edges. Roll up again (not in 
towel). Cover and chill until serving. Dust 
with powdered sugar if desired. 

Just a reminder that Daylight Savings 
Time will end (in 2025) on Sunday, Nov. 2 
at 2 a.m. Before going to bed Saturday 
evening, set your clocks back (remember 
spring forward, fall back) one hour. You 
don’t want to be an hour early for church 
— or do you? 

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

Road 28 in Madera. 
Brown Bag Day is on Wednesday, 

Nov. 19 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. Many of our 
seniors in the Madera Ranchos community 
have registered for the Brown Bag Program 
through Madera County Food Bank. Any 
senior can sign up by filling out an applica-
tion for Brown Bag Day  

The Ranchos/Hill Senior Center is 
closed on Nov. 11 for Veterans Day. We 
are also closed on Nov. 27 to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. 

Happy Halloween, Happy Veterans Day 
and Happy Thanksgiving Day from the mem-
bers of the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. 

“I am most radiant and full of energy 
when the leaves are falling and there is a 
ghost of change in the air.” — Anna Mad-
sen 

SENIORS cont. from P. 9

10/25

Say you saw it in the Independent 
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By Igal Treibatch 
 

 
Madera County is on its 

way to meet its needs for 
revenue  

 
As I wrote in previous articles, 

Madera County is, and will, continue to 
lose agriculturally based businesses 
mostly due to water shortage and the 
state-enforced regulations. That said, one 
has to realize that the need for County 
operating funds from these sources will 
be diminishing to a point where services 
to the public may suffer.  

However, the fortunate thing is, 

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents 
& Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will 
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take 
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is 
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 10
/2
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Madera County is located in the center of 
California with available and affordable land 
for development. So now, there is a new 
crop: Housing. That component adds to the 
County’s ability to sustain and even grow 
and provide services to the population and 
meet its objectives.  

Although, today, as 
we all feel the pressure 
from the traffic slowdown 
due to construction, it is 
really a part of progress. 
Yes, I know, not everyone 
is happy with more dense 
population. Many of us 
moved to Madera County 
looking for more rural 
type of living and a more 
relaxed retirement envi-
ronment. Unfortunately, 
time, necessity and progress do not pay at-
tention to that; it just keeps creating new his-
tory. If I could have stopped time in 1959 – 
when I just turned 15 and had a girlfriend 
with no worries – wow … what a thought! 

But reality is harsh and is not forgiving if 
you don’t pay attention. 

Well, thank God, our County super-
visors are paying attention and pushing 
for and working on that lost/replacement 
part of insurance so Madra County’s cof-

fers get a chance of having enough to take 
care of its citizens. Part of it should also 
be thankful to the partnership with the 
Madera County Economic Development 
Commission, whose job is to look for and 
bring new businesses and investors to 
Madera. Aside from looking for new “po-
tentials,” they have the ability and are 
charged with a directive to help in many 
ways to bring such businesses to Madera 
County. If you ask me, things are looking 
up even though the road is tough. It is ex-
citing to see progress in Madera County.  

Along with others, SEMCU is a non-
profit organization that represents the in-
terests of the residents, property owners 
and businesses in Southeastern Madera 
County. Its concerns, among other issues, 
are our community, safety, water, traffic, 

schools, future parks and 
energy. We invite com-
munity members to join 
SEMCU as board mem-
bers to help shape the 
Southeast Madera 
County area and help 
make a difference for our 
families and youngsters. 
Together, we can build a 
stronger, more vibrant 
community. 

SEMCU meets once 
per month for about an 

hour at the Madera Ranchos Library at 
37398 Berkshire Dr. in the Ranchos, or 
you may join us online to virtually partic-
ipate. To join online, go to 
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call in 
on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then 
enter the ID# 83632424343 followed with 
the access code 85422. Our next meeting 
is on Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 6 p.m. at the 
Ranchos Library. Make your voice heard!  

SEMCU is “By the Community,  
For the Community”
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m. 
37398 Berkshire Dr. • Ranchos Library

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968
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Classified
Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries  in  hours ,  not  days."  
BBB A+ ra t ing .  Epoxy/aggrega te  
spec ia l i s t  too .  Cal l  Bruce  today 
for a free estimate.  559-676-0760.  
 
Chimney Sweep  
 
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces. 
Also clean clothes dryer vents. 
 
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY, 
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332. 
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut te r  Doctor  spec ia l iz ing  in  
both  cont inuous  and  s tandard  ra in  
gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  Re -
pa i r  Main tenance .  26  years  work-
ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   
5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O n e  m o n t h  F R E E !  w i t h  6 -
m o n t h  a r r a n g e m e n t .  4 0  y e a r s  
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  R a n c h o s .  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  
C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 

Property Clean Up  
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
ma in t enance  and  t r e e  t r imming  -  
FREE  ESTIMATES.  P ro fe s s iona l  
a n d  r e l i a b l e .  C a l l  E r i c  a t  5 5 9 -
903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL -  FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP -  AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. 
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump 
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066. 
 
Window Cleaning Services 
 
M o s t  w i n d o w s  s t a r t  a t  $ 5  a n d  
up  - -  ins ide /out  -  Screen ,  t r ack ,  
s i l l s .  Remove hard water  s ta ins  
on home windows, shower doors and 
car windows. C o b w e b  r e m o v a l  
t o o . Fully insured. Call Nick at 285-
1723. 

Free  est imates .  

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634
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Say you saw it in the Independent 

Nobel committee. 
A hallmark of his policymaking at 

its best is an unwillingness to take "no" 
for an answer, an unremitting sense of 
urgency and a creativity that is consid-
ered unrealistic or reckless by conven-
tional metrics. We saw it during his 
first term with his success in securing 
the border, with the historic achieve-
ment of Operation Warp Speed and 
with the Abraham Accords.  

"The reasonable man adapts him-
self to the world," George Bernard 
Shaw maintained, "the unreasonable 
one persists in trying to adapt the world 
to himself. Therefore, all progress de-
pends on the unreasonable man." 

In this sense, Trump is usefully un-

reasonable. Everyone around the world 
needs to be a little afraid of him, while 
he is willing to talk to anyone or con-
sider anything. His optimism can be 
misplaced (the Ukraine war was a 
tougher nut than he thought) and his 
highly personalized diplomacy can mis-
fire (he got unnecessarily crosswise 
with Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi), but he can also prove all his 
doubters wrong.  

The Washington cliche is that there 
is no limit to the good you can do if you 
don't care who gets the credit. Trump 
shows, to the contrary, that sometimes 
there is no limit to the good you can do 
if you want all the credit.  

Rich Lowry is the editor of the Na-
tional Review. 
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EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

• "Here's a fun game to help kids learn their sight 
words. BINGO! Make your own bingo cards with 
sight words in all the spaces. Use flash cards to 
call out the words, and the kids can mark them off 
as they hear them. We tape the bingo card to a 
small magnetic dry erase board, and the kids use 
refrigerator magnets to cover the words. We can 
use the boards over and over, really reinforcing 
the lesson. And it's fun!" -- A.J. in Florida 
• Glass and chrome will shine if you clean them with newspaper. You can mist the 
paper with water first, but not too much. Rub, and the shine comes right out -- plus 
no streaks or lint! 
• "Use purified water in your coffeemaker to lengthen its life. Water deposits build 
up and affect both the flavor and function of your machine. They can be cleaned, 
but it's much better if you use purified drinking water from a jug. It's very easy to 
fill the machine, too." -- M.E. in Wyoming 
• If you need to pick up small shards of glass, you can use a cotton ball that's been 
moistened, or a slice of white bread (insides only) wadded up.  
• "That time of the year is almost here for us. You know, the time when running 
the heater gives the whole house the zaps. To keep our carpets from giving us 
static shock, we fill a water spray bottle with one part laundry softener and four 
parts water. Give the air and carpet a spritz, and it kills the zaps." -- A.O. in 
Canada 
• When you are frying up ground beef, add a tablespoon or two of water. It will help 
the excess grease pull away from the meat, making it easier to drain off.  

 
Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,  

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803  
© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.  
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A work-related situation that started last month takes on 
increasing importance this week. The choice is still yours as to how it will evolve. Be careful not 
to make quick judgments. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) "Careful" is the watchword for the prudent Bovine this week. 
Don't let your emotions overwhelm your logic. Try for balance as you maneuver through a touchy 
situation. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your energy levels rise to meet the challenges that will mark much 
of this month. New opportunities beckon. Look them over, but proceed cautiously before 
making any kind of decision. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your private life can be a problem this week as a partner becomes 
more difficult. Resist a reaction that you might regret. Instead of walking away, try to talk things out. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) You should be your usual sunny self these days as you bask in the 
admiration that you adore. Enjoy it as you move into a new arena to confront an exciting 
upcoming challenge. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your perseverance reserves will be tapped frequently this 
week as you deal with the problems involved in making a new situation work for you. It'll all be 
worth it! 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You'll find fewer roadblocks turning up as you continue 
to move ahead with your plans. Expect some important news to come your way in a few weeks. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Good news! You finally get to the bottom of a pesky 
mystery you've been trying to solve for weeks by using some gentle persuasion to get someone 
to break their silence. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) The best time to take on that important task is 
now. Move forward one step at a time so that you can assess your progress and, if need be, change 
direction. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The new opportunities you hoped to find this month 
are beginning to open up. Study them carefully to be sure you make the choice that's best for you. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Turn a disappointment into a learning experience. 
Check out possible weaknesses in your approach and strengthen them. A loyal colleague offers 
good advice. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your new situation offers opportunities to help you get the 
skills you'll need in order to stop swimming in circles and finally move straight toward your 
goals. Go for it! 
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 You have a sharp, logical mind and a quick intellect.     You would make an excellent mystery writer. 

Born this Week
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TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. Asgard. 
2. "Great Expectations." 
3. Gluteus maximus. 
4. Twinkies. 
5. Ganymede. 
6. Poisoned by licking cheap wedding 
    invitation envelopes. 
7. Type of clam. 
8. Nine (Peru, Colombia, Brazil, Ecuador, 
    Bolivia, Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname and  
    French Guiana). 
9. Memphis, Tennessee. 
10. Nephology. 

Click on “Local News” at 

1. COMICS: What is Thor's home planet? 2. 
LITERATURE: Which of Charles Dickens' 
novels has a character named Miss Havisham? 
3. ANATOMY: What is the largest muscle in 
the human body? 4. MOVIES: In the movie 
"Zombieland," what sweet treat is Woody 
Harrelson's character searching for? 5. AS-
TRONOMY: What is the largest moon of 
Jupiter? 6. TELEVISION: How does George 
Costanza's fiancee die on "Seinfeld"? 7. ANI-
MAL KINGDOM: What is a quahog? 8. GE-
OGRAPHY: How many countries does the 
Amazon River and its tributaries flow 
through? 9. ENTERTAINERS: Where is Elvis 
Presley's home, Graceland? 10. SCIENCE: 
What is the study of clouds called? 
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SUDOKU
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