Serving the Madera Ranchos
B Bonadelle Ranchos ¢ Rolling Hills PRSRT STO
Riverstone ¢ Tesoro Viejo

MADERA, CA.
PERMIT NO. 61
Volume 20 Issue 10 2024 The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County 50¢

N A O ‘
Deeision ljme

ditorial « Page 5/ Aunt Jean’s Recipes * Page 8
assifieds « Page 20 / Fun Pages « Pages 22 & 23

INn This Issue




Page 2

Ranchos’ Virginia Vick Earns
Lifetime Achievement Award

In August, Ranchos icon Virginia Vick
was honored by the Madera District Cham-
ber of Commerce with its Lifetime
Achievement Award at an award dinner
held at the Madera Fairgrounds. According
to the Madera Chamber, the Lifetime
Achievement honor is presented to individ-
uals for, “... significantly demonstrating a
lifelong dedication to Madera within one or
more of following areas: business, agricul-
ture, economic development, education,
community and cultural enhancement, ad-
vancement of healthcare, and government
relations,” the Chamber’s website ex-
plained. “During their time of service, they
have possessed and displayed many of the
following characteristics: knowledge, cre-
ativity, ability to lead, collaborate and cre-
ate partnerships, deal with adversity,
motivate others, show compassion, and
maintain a strong sense of integrity. The
work and efforts of our recipients have re-
sulted in making Madera a better and
stronger community.”

Virginia has been in the Ranchos for
nearly 50 years. With her late husband,
Merven, they bought lots in the Ranchos
and built homes and businesses on them,
most notably the Maywood Shopping Cen-
ter in the heart of the Ranchos. In addition,
over the years she has owned a series of
businesses in the Ranchos as well, includ-
ing a video rental store and a tanning oper-
ation.

She was one of the original members
of the Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce in the Ranchos and is proudest of

being the driving force behind the creation
of the Flatlanders Day Parade. In addition,
she was fundamental in getting the Madera
Ranchos Branch of the Madera County Li-
brary in the Ranchos and she was on the
committee to create the Golden Valley
School District in the Ranchos.

Virginia said she believed she was the
first person from the Ranchos to be honored
by the Madera Chamber. When asked why
she thought she was honored, she said, “I
was a businesswoman and a member of the

Chamber.”

More than 325 students with special

Madera Fairgrounds.

LIFE Games Bring Out the Best

needs participated in the 7th Annual LIFE

Games hosted by Madera County Superintendent of Schools on Tuesday, Oct. 8 at the

LIFE Games is an event that demonstrates that all students, even the most severely

disabled, can be included in any activity with
the right preparation. Students participated
in activities focused on physical education,
sensory, and visual and performing arts stan-
dards, and also demonstrated teamwork with
large team activities. Community agencies
offered informational booths for students
who come from all districts in Madera
County and are served by this regional pro-
gram.

More than 250 staff members and com-
munity volunteers participated. LIFE Games
has received a Golden Bell Award from the
California School Boards Association and
the 2016 Apple for Excellence Award from
California County Boards of Education.

ELECTION 2024

THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
RECOMMENDS

(The following suggestions are provided by SaveCalifornia.com. These are
merely suggestions with which the Ranchos Independent agrees.
While this is still America, vote how you please.)

President: Donald J. Trump
United States Senator: Steve Garvey
U.S. Representative District 13: John Duarte
California State Assembly District 8: George Radanovich
Golden Valley Unified School District Area 5: Steven Lewis

10 Propositions on California‘'s November 5 Ballot

Prop. 2 — NO — would waste even more taxpayer dollars on the wasteful,
dumbing down, politically correct K-12 government schools and commu-
nity colleges. Making this $10 BILLION bond all the more expensive are
interest payments, which nearly doubles the huge debt it proposes to levy
upon already-hurting Californians.

Prop. 3 — NO — would permit polygamy, bigamy, child marriages, inces-
tuous marriages (and even people-animal and people-object marriages) by
superseding all marriage statutes with an extremely broad and subjective
state constitutional amendment claiming “a fundamental right ... to marry”
whomever and whatever (the sky’s the limit). Prop. 3 won’t make any prac-
tical difference on same-sex marriages, yet by preempting all existing mar-
riage definitions, standards, and limits, this radical proposal opens up
“Pandora’s Box.”

Prop. 4 — NO — would fund another lie-based, subsidization of wasteful
environmental groups via a $10 BILLION bond, costing taxpayers even more
money, and with interest (a bond is always more expensive than a direct tax).
Prop. 5 — NO — would permit higher property taxes (attacking Prop. 13
from 1978) by lowering the “vote threshold from 66.67 percent to 55 percent
for local special taxes and bond measures to fund housing projects and pub-
lic infrastructure.” Targets all property owners.

Prop. 6 — NO — would call it “slavery” to make prisoners do work they
don’t wish to do. This soft-on-crime proposition would prohibit the Depart-
ment of Corrections from disciplining (removing privileges from) convicts
who refuse their work assignments.

Prop. 32 — NO — would increase the “minimum wage” to $18/hr. for all
California employees (killing even more jobs and businesses).

Prop. 33 — NO — would permit cities and counties to impose deceptive
“rent control,” which will result in fewer rentals and higher rents, as frus-
trated landlords sell their rental houses and duplexes to become primary res-
idences, and as developers lack investors to build new rentals.

Prop. 34 — YES — would require AIDS Healthcare Foundation of Los An-
geles, notorious for misspending taxpayer dollars, “to spend 98 percent of
revenues from the federal discount prescription drug program on direct pa-
tient care.”

Prop. 35 — NO — would permanently tax health insurers to pay for the
state's “Medi-Cal” welfare program, which will hike insurance costs for the
rest of us.

Prop. 36 — YES — would increase penalties for theft and fentanyl posses-
sion and repeal the worst parts of Prop. 47 from 2014. Equipping county dis-
trict attorneys to prosecute, it would send the message to would-be robbers
that retail theft is a crime again.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Letters

Dear Editor:

1”d like to introduce you to a new local
business called Seniors Helping Seniors, a
unique home care agency that's making a
meaningful impact on both the lives of sen-
iors in need and those who care for them.

Unlike traditional home care services,
our agency employs active seniors who
have a passion for helping others and are
looking for purpose and connection. These
seniors provide in-home assistance to those
who need help with daily activities—
whether it's companionship, running er-
rands, or personal care. The twist? Our
caregivers are often just as close in age to
those they serve, creating a special bond
and level of understanding that goes be-
yond care — it becomes community.

In a time when aging in place is in-
creasingly important, we help not only fill-
ing a critical care gap but also offer
purpose and income to older adults who are
active and able to help. Our model of
“peer-to-peer” care brings companionship,
understanding, and trust, fostering genuine
relationships and improving the well-being
of both caregivers and care recipients.

I am a local resident here as well in
Riverstone and the business covers seniors
in need across Madera and Fresno. | be-
lieve our story of seniors lifting each other
up through care, empathy, and community
would resonate deeply with your readers.
It’s a fresh take on senior care that stands
out in a crowded space, and I'd love the op-
portunity to share how we’re empowering
seniors to make a difference in each other's
lives.

Thank you for your time and consid-
eration. | look forward to hearing from
you.

Susan Delaney, Managing Owner
559-500-3070
www.shsgreaterfresno.com

Dear Editor:

When Measure T failed in 2022, the
Madera County Transportation Authority
and all our member agencies had to take a
hard look at what we did wrong and figure
out how to deliver a package of invest-
ments that would reflect the needs and ex-
pectations of our residents and business
community. So, we started over. The new
Measure T expenditure plan on this year’s
ballot reflects almost two years of re-
assessing, adapting, and changing the form
and structure of the Measure to meet those
needs and expectations.

We gathered a steering committee of
regular people from each of the five
County Districts instead of having our
elected officials appoint people to make it
more independent. They toured the County
and met six times over the past year. They
unanimously supported the Measure that
was sent to the Board. Yes. A group of cit-
izens formed a Political Action Committee
to place the Measure on the ballot with a
lower threshold for passage, but — despite
claims made by some — it is the same
Measure. Period.

Measure T 2024 bears little resem-
blance to any of its predecessors. With a
20-year horizon, it is not a “forever tax” as
was proposed in 2022. We listened and
heard people wanted more investments in
our local streets and roads so that perhaps
— finally — we could improve our pavement
condition countywide. That’s why 80 per-
cent of all revenues will go to those local
roads. That category also includes options
for evacuation planning, which residents
and businesses in the eastern part of the
county badly wanted. It contains options
for bike and pedestrian improvements in
areas where they are desired and even Safe

Please see LETTERS on P. 15
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Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

If this is what the Secret Service
has become, it's a wonder that some-
thing worse than Butler, Pa. hasn't al-
ready happened. That event was
terrible enough, with one rally-goer
killed and Donald Trump coming
within an inch of losing his life. If
Trump hadn't turned his head at the
right moment, Butler would have be-
come one of the most notorious loca-
tions in American history and we'd be
living in a different world.

At the time, the Secret Service's
failure seemed unfathomable, and none
of the revelations

Secret Service: Just Embarrassing

pect to be run with a vigor and preci-
sion befitting its mission, instead op-
erates as though it's a typical
bureaucratic outfit housed within, say,
the Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration. The Senate report relates
"multiple foreseeable and preventable
planning and operational failures," as
an armed man was permitted to climb
atop the roof of the American Glass
Research building within 200 yards of
where Trump was speaking and get off
eight shots.

The story of how it happened is
muddled by finger-pointing and confu-
sion over who was in charge. Secret
Service advance

since -- setoutin a
report by the Sen-
ate Homeland Se-
curity Committee
-- make it any bet-

Barney Fife was better or-
ganized and more accountable.

agents didn't
know who was re-
sponsible for final
decisions and did-
n't know who de-

termined the

ter. Barney Fife
was better organized and more ac-
countable.

The Secret Service is given re-
sponsibility for avoiding a calamity
that would traumatize the nation and
derange its politics for years, perhaps
decades, to come. Its competence is a
matter of the utmost national conse-
quence. Yet, the agency was bumbling
and slow-reacting, a disaster waiting to
happen. Surely, this sort of ineptitude
wouldn't be tolerated by Taylor Swift's
security detail.

The Secret Service, which we ex-

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“LET IT NEVER BE SAID
OF THIS GENERATION
OF AMERICANS
THAT WE BECAME
SO OBSESSED WITH
FAILURE THAT WE
& REFUSED TO TAKE
RISKS THAT COULD
FURTHER THE
CAUSE OF PEACE
AND FREEDOM IN
THE WORLD. ”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

security perimeter for the event. State
and local law enforcement were re-
sponsible for the AGR building be-
cause it was outside the perimeter. But
advance agents didn't share planning
documents with them, and didn't ask
for the operational plans of state and
local law enforcement. Someone from
Butler Emergency Services warned
during a walkthrough that local law
enforcement didn't have the manpower
to lock down the building.

Advance agents did suggest put-
ting large trucks or other heavy equip-
ment between the stage and buildings
to block lines of sight, but nothing
came of the idea. The local officers
and Secret Service agents operated on
separate radio channels, and the only
communications connection between
the Secret Service and police commu-
nication centers was via cell phone.
Some agents' radios had technical
problems or didn't work, while the
counter unmanned aerial system was
inoperative at the time the shooter
Thomas Matthew Crooks flew a drone
over the rally site in the afternoon.

Crooks fired his shots at 6:11 p.m.
At 5:44 p.m., the Secret Service secu-
rity room got word that local police
had spotted a suspicious person with a
rangefinder near the AGR building.
This should have been a five-alarm
event, yet key Secret Service person-
nel weren't told that local police had

Please see LOWREY on P. 7
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Smile for the Camera ...

I’ve often talked about how I
don’t think that we, as a society,
were ready for the concept of social
media as a whole. Not the dark side
that has emerged, anyway. The side
that pathetic people with nothing
better to do use to spew bitterness
and hatred while hiding behind the
anonymity of their keyboard. |
haven’t changed my mind on that,
but I have decided | don’t think so-
ciety was quite ready for every sin-
gle person to have a video camera in
the palm of their hand at every mo-
ment of the day, either. I will admit
that it has certainly come in handy
on thousands of occasions, but I'm
convinced in thousands more it has
become a hindrance.

Sometimes it’s not dangerous or
harmful, it’s just annoying. You go
to some event like a concert or the
theater and

911. You have to practically throw
a stapler at one of the bystanders to
get them to pull their face away
from their screen to pay attention to
what you’re asking and make the
call. Then the paramedics have to
virtually mow them all down when
they get there because they’re all
still recording the excitement of a
medical emergency. This wasn’t an
isolated incident that | have person-

you’re trying to
enjoy the per- O
formance and

have decided |

ally experi-
enced, and out
don’t of curiosity
when writing

Lic.#414178
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there’s a sea of
arms in the air
with their big,
fat screens up
blocking  your

think society was quite ready
for every single person to have
a video camera in the palm of
their hand at every moment of
the day ...

this article, I did
a google search
and there are a
disturbing
amount of

view. So, there
you are, bobbing

videos like that
available, it’s

and weaving, not
to the beat of the music but to try
and see around all the phones. Peo-
ple can’t just watch the show, they
have to record it, probably to post it
somewhere so they can look cool to
a bunch of people who don’t actu-
ally care, but I digress. What hap-
pened to just being in the moment
and making a memory? It’s like
every single, solitary second has to
be captured on that little time-suck
that barely leaves all of our hands.
Yes, | realize | sound like that
grumpy old man who yells at the
neighborhood kids to get off his
lawn, but seriously, your stupid
phone is blocking my view.

So, the above example is irritat-
ing but not hazardous, but some-
times it actually is dangerous. For
example, when you are dealing with
a sudden medical emergency in your
office building. A colleague col-
lapses, someone hollers for help,
people rush over, there’s confusion
and panic and suddenly you’re sur-
rounded by people with their phones
out recording rather than calling

ubiquitous.

Another really big problem in
my opinion, it serves as a deterrent
for the wrong behavior. Here’s what
I mean: though it certainly deters
some people from certain nefarious
behaviors for fear of being
recorded, it also makes perfectly
reasonable people with reasonable
complaints afraid to speak up for
the same reason. I’ll give you an ex-
ample.

A friend of mine and | were at a
fast-food restaurant. It was decently
busy, but not crazy, and her order
was wrong. She very politely took
her receipt up to the counter and
asked the young man if she could
get the situation corrected. This
friend is naturally friendly, pleas-
ant, and on the quiet side. She
waited her turn, had a polite tone,
and said please and thank you.
Moreover, she had paid for the item
and had every right to ask for the
situation to be rectified. She did
nothing wrong. Unfortunately, the

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

kid was rude, dismissive, wouldn’t
even look at the receipt, said he was
too busy to deal with her and walked
away without helping her. She came
back to our table defeated and de-
cided it wasn’t worth the trouble. |
told her to ask to

“Karen” that | could think of, but she
just wouldn’t do it. The threat of pos-
sibly being recorded and put on a
website deterred her from getting an
item she was entitled to because she
had ordered and paid for it.

That’s the thing, just like with so-
cial media, we as a society have
abused the privi-

see his manager lege of having

:PeO:ySh:hoﬂmehd;; | would be fine going back ;’;‘]’;‘r‘:as on our
. . S.

head. There were to digital Cam_eras’ we all take many people have

too many people t00 many selfies anyway. no  self-aware-

around and was ness, or spacial

afraid  someone awareness come

would record her and put her up on
one of those websites calling her a
“Karen in the wild” for requesting a
manager. | tried to explain to her that
I didn’t think that would happen be-
cause she was calm, she wasn’t rais-
ing her voice or using any of the
words that the local news would have
to bleep out. In short, she wasn’t
meeting any possible definition of a

to think of it; many are inappropriate
and invasive, and far too many are
malicious. There’s not much we can
do about it now that Pandora’s box
has been opened, but it’s definitely
something | personally wish I could
shove back in there and close the lid.
I would be fine going back to digital
cameras; we all take too many selfies
anyway.

10/24
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New Phase, New Home:
Practicing What |
Preach

Some endings are subtle. The
last time you kept in touch with a
friend who moved away. The last
time you tucked

on Sparta Avenue in The Ranchos
community. We’re grateful too for
another young family to now enjoy
the house and community in that
space.

Ironically, before | knew we
would be in the throes of a move
ourselves, | had scheduled two
Rightsizing your Home and Belong-
ings presentations in September.

These are some of the “practice
what | preach” ideas that helped us
accomplish a downsize from first
entertaining the idea on June 19, to
selling our house and buying and
moving into a brand-new one by
September 19.

STOP AND CONSIDER —
What size home and yard is appro-
priate for your current phase of life?
What location aligns best with your
priorities? Are you needing a place
with more services provided?
What’s the cost versus benefit of
making a move?

your children in
at night or read

These are some of the

Why might now
be the best tim-

Last month, I locked the door and
said goodbye to the house we lived
in for 44 % years. A house we built
with the help of family and friends.

A year ago, | had no idea it
would be our last Thanksgiving,
Christmas and Easter there. | sup-
pose in a way, those were subtle
endings.

We are so grateful for the won-
derful memories growing our family

;[)r:)eolli. Tfhagolr;tsi “practice what | preach” ideas mg?AS we near
time you made that helped us accomplish a retirement age,
lasagna  from downsize ... we were ready
scratch  before for less yard due
letting Costco to use and main-
do the work. tenance. The benefits for us in-

Other endings, not so subtle. cluded becoming more energy

efficient and regulating our living
expenses. With Prop 19, being 55+,
and buying a smaller less expensive
place, we were able to roll over our
property tax rate. Finding a home
close to our church and community
was important to us. In general,
moving aligned with our goal of
simplifying life.

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 17

LOWREY cont. fromP. 5

observed Crooks and lost track of him.

Three minutes before Crooks fired,
a local law enforcement officer sent a
radio alert that someone was on the
AGR roof, with the Secret Service se-
curity room getting word a minute after
that.

When a Secret Service counter-
sniper saw local police running with
their guns drawn toward the AGR
building, it didn't occur to him to tell
Trump's detail to get him off the stage.
He said the police running meant only
an "elevated" threat level.

The explanation of one top Secret

Service officer -- "I can't put out fires
that | don't know exist" -- should never
be acceptable. It could have been
worse, but that's not the standard.

Given the contents of the Senate re-
port, it's not shocking that the Secret
Service allowed another would-be as-
sassin to get close to Trump just two
months later. An agency that should
fade into the background because the
quality of its work can always be taken
for granted is instead a national embar-
rassment.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

© 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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The Magic Words

(October 2014)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, |
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and | hope you enjoy them
all over again.

A few weeks ago, a reader came
into the office to talk about an arti-
cle | had written. In the course of
our conversation | discovered she
was a member of the Russian
Molkan Christian Church. Randy
and | had never heard of that partic-
ular faith, so we were full of ques-
tions. She very graciously explained
their belief. They follow the Chris-
tian faith; however they follow the
Jewish food laws. In talking about
their food laws, which included
nothing from the pig and no shell-

'@é ]_ean Eriner

before | set down at the computer to
start this article. There is every-
thing in it from soup to nuts, be-
lieve me! There is a paragraph in
the forward that | thought was
worth repeating here: “In our
homes today, as always, life is cen-
tered around our kitchens. The joy
of cooking for one’s family is age-
less. The warm atmosphere it cre-
ates, the aroma of dinner cooking,
and most rewarding of all ... the ex-
pression of love from a child when
you give him a freshly baked
cookie. These are treasures each
mother (or Grandmother or Aunt)
locks in her heart.”

I told you there was every kind
of recipe from soup ...

-

fish, she said the

Spinach Soup

magic words: “I 5 C. water
have a recipe she said the magic 1 med. Onion,
book I can let you \yords: ““| have a recipe book | ¢hopped (op-
borrow to see tional)

some  of our ©@n let you bor’r,ow to see some 1 med. Po-
recipes.” | love to of DU sl . | |0_V9 to read tato, chopped
read recipe recipe books, especially those 1 bunch
books, especially written by people that | know spinach, coarsely
those written by haye fed their families the chopped

people that | Salt and pep-

know have fed
their families the

meals found in them, so |
jumped at the opportunity to

per to taste
1/3 cube but-

meals found in
them, so | jumped

read this book.

ter or margarine
1 C. Half and
half

at the opportunity

to read this book.

After she left, Randy said,
“You know, the Ranchos isa mix-
ture of all nationalities. There
are probably more countries repre-
sented than we think about.” We are
all Americans, but our ancestors
came here from somewhere. Mine
are German (in fact we have a street
in Hamburg, Germany named after
us) and Irish. Where are yours
from? Do you still carry on some of
their food traditions? I'll bet if we
put a map of the world up and put a
mark on the country your family
came from, probably every country
in the world would be marked.

After Sarah brought me her
cook book, I couldn’t get over the
size of it. | was thrilled with it. I
spent almost nine hours reading it

Boil the potato and onion gently
with seasonings about 20 minutes.
Wash and chop the spinach and add
to broth. Also add the butter at this
time. Cook 5 to 8 minutes longer.
Turn off burner; add the half and
half. Enjoy.

To nuts ...

Spicy-Sugared Walnuts

1 C. Sugar

1 tsp. salt

2 tsp. cinnamon

Y tsp. nutmeg

Y tsp. cloves

Y% C. water

2 C. walnut halves

Combine sugar, salt, cinnamon,
nutmeg, cloves and water. Boil to-
gether, stirring often to 236 degrees on
candy thermometer (soft ball stage).
Remove from heat and add walnuts,

stirring until creamy. Turn out on
waxed paper and separate walnuts.

Who doesn’t like to mix some
ingredients together in one pan and
have dinner? There is a chapter in
this book for casseroles, so | picked
a couple that really sound good.

Chicken Enchilada Casserole

1 can Cream of Mushroom soup

1 C. Milk

2 - 7 0z. cans Ortega Green chili
salsa or 1 can green chili salsa and
1 can tomato sauce.

1 C. Chicken broth

1-1/2 doz. Corn tortillas

1 large can olives, sliced

4 C. grated longhorn cheese

1 T. chopped onion

1 cooked chicken

Combine first four ingredients
together. Cut tortillas and chicken
into bite-size pieces. Butter a large
baking dish. Starting with the tor-
tillas, layer tortillas, chicken,
cheese, olives and sauce. Repeat lay-
ers. When complete, top with onions.
Refrigerate four to five hours or
overnight. Bake at 350 for one hour
15 min.

Chili Rellenos Bake

1-1/2 lb. hamburger

1 C. chopped onion

2 cans 7 oz. green chilies

2 % C sharp cheddar cheese
(shredded)

2 Y C milk

6 eggs, beaten

% C. flour

1 tsp. salt

Y tsp. pepper

Several dashes hot pepper sauce.

Brown beef and onions; drain
off fat. Sprinkle with salt and pep-
per.

Remove seeds from chilies
and dice. Place half the chilies in
baking dish and sprinkle with the
cheese. Top with meat mixture.
Place remaining chilies over
meat.

Combine remaining ingredients
and beat until smooth. Pour over
meat. Bake in moderate 350 oven for
50 to 60 minutes or until knife in-
serted comes out clean. Cool five
minutes before serving. This dish

Please see RECIPES on P. 9
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RECIPES cont. from P. 8

should serve 10.
Date & Nut Cookies
1 C. butter or margarine

nuts and vanilla. Drop by teaspoon
on cookie sheet. Bake in 350 pre-
heated oven for 10-15 minutes or
until light brown.

Hint — Let stand 15 minutes be-

3 eggs fore baking.
1 C. sugar Well there you have it — four
1 C. light brown sugar recipes from a book of hundreds. |
4 C. flour want to thank Sarah and her church
1 tsp. baking family sincerely
soda for the use of
1 tsp. cream Sunday morning, Nov. 3 at their recipe boo.k.
of t?rtar 2 a.m., set your clock BACK I truly enjoyed it.
Vs tSp. salt } If you have a
1C. milk one hour. Be sure to do it, or recipe book from
1 C. chopped Yyou’ll be late for church. your church or or-
dates ganization  that
1 C. chopped you would like to
nuts be highlight here, please let me know.

1 tsp. vanilla

Cream butter, eggs and both
sugars until light and fluffy. Sift to-
gether flour, soda, cream of tartar
and salt. Blend sugar mixture and
flour mixture and milk. Add dates,

Before | close, | want to remind
you that the end of daylight savings
time is coming up. Sunday morning,
Nov. 3 at 2 a.m., set your clock
BACK one hour. Be sure to do it, or
you’ll be late for church.
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In Memoriam

James C. “Jim” Bailey
November 19, 1935 — August 5, 2024

He was born James C. Bailey on November 19, 1935 in Caddo Mills, Texas to
parents Mattie Lou and Buck Bailey. The family moved to Thatcher, Arizona in 1939
then in 1943 resettled in Chowchilla, California, where he grew up and attended
grammar school and high school.

Later, he joined the Atwater Police Department, followed by a move to the Los
Angeles area and becoming a member of the Montclair Police Department, from
which he later retired. In retirement he then went to work for Wells Fargo Bank as a
Special Agent in loss prevention until 1995.

During this time, he became the father of five sons with Faye Briner Bailey:
Randy, Barry, Craig, Steve and Adam. From there came 10 grandchildren and one
(now two) great grand children.

Being a late bloomer, he was 34 years old before he attained a bachelor’s degree.
In his forties, he started a Master’s Degree but never finished it. He had three apho-
risms in his life (an aphorism is a short phrase that expresses an important truth about
life.) 1. Never reward failure; 2. The worst “vice” of all is advice; and 3. Education
isn’t the only thing, it’s everything.

He fancied himself a true lexiconist, a person who studies “lexicons,” which are
the basic words and phrases that make up a language. He loved words and their mean-
ings.

He fully believed that Jesus Christ died for him and that Christ had prepared a
place for him in the afterlife.

He is survived by all of his children, their spouses and his grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, siblings Joe, Jean, Joy, Allen, Bill,
Harlan, Runelle and Flo. Also, his first wife Faye and partner later in life, Claudia.

He asked that any remembrances be directed to your own favorite charities.

559-676-0760

thepinnaclecarpetcare@gmail.com
10% OFF .. §

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals WE ,RE ON THE W_.EB !

today at Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully

MlCh ael Sutherland downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815| pivananslalzlarzhalelslelcNelo)nn!

| spis501s 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos
www.The Ranchos.com

(beginning with April 2006)
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Senior Report

The Season for Thanksgiving

By Melanie Williams

As November approaches, the leaves turn their brilliant colors
of autumn, the nights are cooler and clouds start to fill the sky.
We turn our thoughts toward the season of Thanksgiving growing
in our hearts. It looks like an early autumn is here and many
thoughts are on the upcoming holidays and planning for family and
friends during Thanksgiving and Christmas. The members of the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center are looking forward to the holidays
as well.

The traditional Thanksgiv-
ing Gathering at the Senior
Center is on Nov. 14 at 5 p.m.
We are organizing a Thanks-
giving Potluck this year. A
General Meeting is planned
after the Thanksgiving meal to
discuss the board member posi-
tions for 2025 through 2026.
We are looking for new mem-
bers willing to volunteer for
needed positions on the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center Board. If you
are interested in serving or just finding out more information
about board member positions, please come to the General Meeting
on Nov. 14. Call the Senior Center for information and to sign up
for the Thanksgiving Potluck
at 559-645-4864.

The seniors are planning a
trip to the Golden Chain The-
ater in Oakhurst on Sunday,

Dec. 8 to see the play Believe

in Christmas, Calling You

Home. It’s a charming evening

of holiday music and a family

inspired variety show that cel-

ebrates the Christmas season.

If you are in the mood for a nostalgic Christmas musical and fam-
ily inspired entertainment, start the December festivities with a
warm hot chocolate and the company of friends from the Senior
Center. Tickets are available for seniors to sit together at the
Golden Chain Theater. You must order tickets in advance to have
the comfy front row seating with the Senior Center members. The
reservation deadline is Wednesday, Nov. 6 before 1 p.m. The cost
is $15 if we have 20 members attending the Christmas musical.
The doors open at the Golden Chain Theater at 1 p.m. and the mu-
sical starts at 2 p.m. Carpools are encouraged for the drive up to
Oakhurst. You are welcome to call the Senior Center for more in-
formation.

The Indian Basket Weaving Classes are meeting at the Senior
Center. Terry Killingsworth is very willing to add more people
that want to join the group. The “Madera Ranchos Basket Cases”
are meeting on Nov. 19 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. The group usu-
ally meets twice a month, but due to the Thanksgiving Holidays,
they are meeting only once on Nov. 19. Terry encourages all mem-
bers to share their wonderful baskets with friends and family dur-
ing the coming holidays.

The Book Conversation Club is meeting on Nov. 21 from 10
a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. Kathleen
House is hosting the group and encourages everyone to come and
discuss their favorite book, au-

thor and genre that they like to Please see SENIORS on P. 15
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PRIME BEEF - DRY AGED STEAKS

SPECIALTY GROCERIES - BUTCHER SHOP
FULL SERVICE DELI - MON-SAT 10-?
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Kiwanis Korner

Representing the GVUSD Communities

By Sally Rowden

It’s the second week of October as I’m typing this news article, and this hot
weather is finally starting to subside. I’m ready for our fall temperatures, as I’m
sure many of you can agree.

Two of our fall fundraisers are underway. Our beautifully designed Fall/Hal-
loween Raffle Basket has traveled to different locations on Avenue 12 with mem-
bers selling raffle tickets. Tickets are six for $5. The winning ticket will be drawn
at our Kiwanis Division 5 Meeting on Saturday, Oct. 26. You need not be pres-
ent to win. You can go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 37167
Ave. 12 #5C during the week from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Monday through Wednes-
day to purchase tickets. Talk to Ollia Ridge. Gosh, | now realize, by the time
you read this article the winning ticket could have been drawn. If you purchased
a ticket, possibly you’re the winner.

Then our Winter/Christmas Tea & Luncheon tickets are printed and ready for
purchase. The cost per ticket is $30. This is a great festive event to share with
friends and family. There will be a silent auction, door prizes, and a scrumptious
meal served by our dedicated Liberty High School Kiwanis Key Club members.
This is all happening locally at 37101 Ave. 12 in the Madera Ranchos. The date
is Saturday, Nov. 16 at 11:30 a.m. You can call 559-824-0979 or 559-333-1913
to purchase tickets or if you know a Kiwanis Club Madera Ranchos Member,
they each have tickets to sell. Hey, and | think Santa will be dashing in to give
us a “Ho, Ho, Ho!”

In brief, here's a
few more of our
events happening in
the next few months:

Installation of Offi-

cers is taking place

this  month  with

Richard Wayne as

President, Sally

Rowden as Secretary

and Marie Cameron

as Treasurer. We

have two new mem-

bers that have joined

us: Ed Duarte and

Andrea Pille. Both

folks bring new

ideas and expertise

to enhance the Ki-

wanis  Club  of

Madera Ranchos. Ed

and Andrea will be

installed as official

members in Novem-

ber 2024. We are

planning to support the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce with the Christ-
mas Tree Lightening in December, which leads us into the new year with our
February Valentine’s Day Limousine raffle.

Lots of happenings along with our meetings twice a month at Second Son
Brews. Always the second and fourth Thursdays of the month at 6 p.m. We wel-
come guest speakers sharing information about our educational and community
events/happenings. If you’re interested in presenting, please contact our Presi-
dent, Richard Wayne, at richardwayne48@gmail.com to setup a day and time.

As | close this article, we would like to wish a happy, fun and safe trick-or-
treat to the children and families celebrating Halloween. The weather should be
much cooler. And we will be realizing as Oscar Wilder defines, “And all at once,
summer collapsed into fall.”

www.RanchosKiwanis.com
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Want to-be o Chamber of Comumerce Boowd Member?

Nominations for the 2025 Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Board seats are now open.
As per the Chamber’s By-Laws, if you are interested in being nominated
as a Board Member, you must be a current paid-up dues Member of the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce as of October 1, 2024.
All nominations will be taken until November 8, 2024.
Stop by the Chamber office Monday through Wednesday
from 10 am to 3 pm to put in your nomination.
Nominations will be heard at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Board Meeting on Wednesday, November 13, 2024 at 6 pm.

Calendaw of Upcoming Eventy

Veterans Christmas Tree Lighting — December 6 @ Maywood Center
You may start dropping off your Veterans’ gift bag donations any time between now and December 6
Monday through Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. ¢ 37167 Ave, 12 # 5C, Madera Ranchos ¢ 645-4001 for info

r The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

I Is ready to produce its NEW Community Guidebook! [
| We need someone to show it to local businesses and groups. i
| Everyone that says YES, you make money! I
I Call us at 645-4001 or come by the office at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C I
L and we’ll explain it all to you. 32

Whew iy the NEXT Chaunber of Conunerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,
Wednesday, November 13 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come Jom
us and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

10/24
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Page 13

WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

IN THE MAYWOOD CENTER | INFO@RCTS176.COM

ahir Berkshire or
% Ranchos Hills Senkxso
Fernwood Gardens:
’Flipside Christian Church | .0 kitchen ]
g Takeout &
" Q 2
e S T TAGEE T E
SSSSS
Q9 £
Pizza Fact E
j Takeout + Debiver 2

SEE YOU SUNDAVY!

www.The Ranchos.com

SUNDRAY SERVICES AT 9 & 10:30 AM
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE

JR HIGH 2ND SERVICE

YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE

JR HIGH | MONDRAYS 7 - 8:30 PM
HIGH SCHOOL | WEDNESDRAYS # - 9 PM

10/24
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How can we help ourselves
and our community?

SEMCU is looking for ways to help
our Southeast Madera community by find-
ing projects that make a positive impact.
We’re looking for new grant funding op-
portunities and we’re looking for input
about important projects for SEMCU to
pursue. Your input will help guide us for
the next few months. Education, our Kids,
library, safety, water, seniors, veterans —
any subject you think needs our commu-
nity’s attention and help. Call 559-363-
9095 to discuss it or email your suggestions
to info@semcu.org.

Here are some interesting general facts
pulled from different sources about the be-
ginning of Madera, relating to its history as
well as today’s community.

Madera’s history began with a Califor-
nia lumber company's establishment of the
town of Madera in 1876. The town was
named after the Spanish word for “lumber”
— Madera — because of the lumber com-
pany’s connection to the area. The town was
built where the company's flume met the
railroad. A lumber flume refers to a long,
water-filled channel used by lumber compa-
nies to transport cut logs or partially finished
lumber from the mill to a shipping location.

The first post office in Madera opened
in 1877. At the time, the Madera commu-
nity was located in Fresno County. Madera
County was established on May 16, 1893,
after a special election in Fresno County.
The vote was 1,179 to 358 in favor of sep-
arating from Fresno County. Madera be-
came the first incorporated City in Madera
County on March 27, 1907 and became the
County Seat.

2020 Census

Madera County's median household
income is reported at $76,920, which is
below California's median of $91,551, re-
flecting economic disparities within the re-
gion. Additionally, Madera County's
poverty rate of 24.3 percent surpasses the
state's 12.2 percent rate, underscoring sig-
nificant economic challenges, particularly
affecting children under 18, with 38.2 per-
cent living in poverty. Comparatively,
Madera County's median income slightly
exceeds the national median of $69,717,

however, its poverty rate of 22.0 percent
also exceeds the national average, indicat-
ing a notable income inequality within the
county.

In terms of housing, Madera County
offers relatively more affordable options
compared to the rest of California, with a
median gross rent of $1,189 against the
state's $1,870. The homeownership rate in
Madera County is 69.0 percent, which is
higher than California's rate of 55.8 per-
cent.

The labor force participation rate in
Madera County is 56.4 percent, which is
lower than the national rate. The County
has a youthful demographic, with 27.1 per-
cent under 18 years old, compared to the
national figure of 22.4 percent. The per-
centage of elderly residents in Madera
County is slightly below the U.S. average.

Madera County is notable for its
higher percentage of foreign-born residents
at 20.3 percent, surpassing the national av-
erage. This contributes to the county's mul-
ticultural identity, with a significant
Hispanic or Latino population of 59.6 per-
cent. Linguistic diversity is evident, with
46.5 percent of residents speaking a lan-
guage other than English at home. An esti-
mated 12,500 to 15,000 people in Madera
County are undocumented immigrants.

The California History and Family Re-
search Room is in today’s Madera County
Library. This room has records and histori-
cal information about the county's social, po-
litical, economic and cultural development.

SEMCU is a nonprofit organization
that represents the interests of the resi-
dents, property owners and businesses in
Southeastern Madera County. Its con-
cerns, among other issues, are our com-
munity, safety, water, traffic, schools,
future parks and energy. We invite our
community to join and help make a dif-
ference for our families and youngsters.
We invite community members to join
SEMCU as board members to help shape
the Southeast Madera County area. To-
gether we can build a stronger, more vi-
brant community.

SEMCU meets once per month at the
Madera Ranchos Library at 37398 Berk-
shire Dr. in the Ranchos, or you may join
us online to virtually participate. To join
online, go to www.semcu.org for a link and
simple instructions. Or if you prefer, you
can call in on your cellphone at 669-900-
6833 then enter the 1D# 83632424343 fol-
lowed with the access code 85422. Our
next meeting is on Tuesday, Nov. 19, at 6
p.m.

Make your voice heard!

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

Not everyone needs us ...
But you might.

If you've been involved in an wreck, you know there’s nothing
worse. Will your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a
leg to fix? Will it take forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates
are always free, the work is empeccable and the price just
might surprise you.

10/24

Click on ““Local News’ at



SENIORS cont, from P. 10

read. The conversation is open
and we learn about other authors
and books that might be of inter-
est to check out in the future.
You can even bring a list of
books and authors that you enjoy
or your electronic reader contain-
ing your library of books to talk
about with the group. The format
is informal and everyone attend-
ing is encouraged to share.

www.The Ranchos.com

Weekly activities are still on
schedule at the Senior Center.
Exercise Class is led by Jo Chase
every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 10 a.m. The Card and
Table Games are every Thursday
from 12:15 p.m., except for the
Thanksgiving Potluck on Thurs-
day, Nov. 14.

We have ladies who run the
Scout Garden at the Senior Center
and work every Tuesday morning
at 9 a.m. with the care and main-

7124

tenance of donated plants. If you
are interested in helping with the
Scout Garden, please call the
Senior Center for more informa-
tion at 559-645-4864.

The Odd Fellows Breakfast is
served on Sunday, Nov. 17 from
7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. The cost is
$9 and all proceeds go to Madera
County charities. It is located at
the Odd Fellows Lodge on Av-
enue 15 and Road 28 in Madera.

Brown Bag Day is on
Wednesday, Nov. 20 at the Sen-
ior Center. If you have registered
for the Brown Bag Program
through Madera County Food
Bank, you can pick it up from 10
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Page 15

Last, but most important is
how thankful we are for the com-
munity, vendors and volunteers
who attended our Annual Craft
Fair in October.

Our coordinator, Judy Sears
and her committee, worked very
hard to ensure everyone had a
good experience and enjoyed the
festive atmosphere at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center.

The Senior Center is closed
on Nov. 11 for Veterans Day. We
are also closed on Nov. 28 to cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving.

Happy Veterans Day! Happy
Thanksgiving Day! From the
members of the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center!

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

Routes to Schools.

We heard that many of our commu-
nities felt overlooked, lacking the invest-
ments they see happening in other areas.
The Measure now sets aside 10% of all
revenues for disadvantaged communities
using the same criteria as those used by
the state and federal governments for
grant eligibility.

Regional projects identified in our
Regional Transportation Plan, updated in
2022, will be eligible for 14.5% of the
funds. We doubled investments in transit
to address the future needs of our aging
population, which may include point-to-
point service and on-demand options.

Finally, we drastically improved the
process for Citizen Oversight, mandating
quarterly public meetings and presenta-
tions to the MCTA Board, offering the op-
tion of an independent auditor selected by
the Oversight Committee, and enhancing
outreach to support better transparency.

It’s hard to overstate the immense
amount of outreach conducted to develop
this new expenditure plan for Measure T.
More than 40 meetings and presentations,
nine town halls, and a Measure website
with thousands of visitors provided op-
portunities to ask questions and review all
expenditures made for the last 17 years.
We conducted two statistically valid polls
to confirm what we thought we heard
from the public.

In the end, | am very proud of this ef-
fort, my staff, and all the partners, steer-
ing committee members, and others who
developed this community-based plan,
which has the potential to bring over
three-quarters of a billion dollars to our
County and Cities. Our transportation in-
frastructure is crucial for our future eco-
nomic growth, safety, and community
sustainability. For more information,
please visit MeasureT-2024.com.
Patricia Taylor
Executive Director, Madera County
Transportation Authority

you to shoot straighter.

to see a witch on Halloween.

« Alcohol is considered a performance-enhancing drug in
most shooting sports, as it calms your body down and allows

* The universe has a color, but it's not what you might think.

Researchers at Johns Hopkins University took the average of

light from over 200,000 galaxies. It turns out the universe is,

on average, kind of beige. They named the shade “cosmic latte."

* In a 2008 survey of British teens, 58% of the respondents believed Sherlock Holmes was a real per-
son, while 20% said that Winston Churchill was not.

» When asked if her husband Abe had any hobbies, Mary Todd Lincoln responded, "Cats."

* The first baseball caps were made from straws and worn by the New York Knickerbockers in 1849.
A few years afterward, the first merino wool baseball caps were put into circulation.

» Some traditions hold that walking backward while wearing your clothes inside out will allow you

* In ancient Rome, lemons were used as an antidote to all poisons.
* The highest mileage on a single car is over 3 million miles.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Golden Oak 4-H 4-H Happenings
4-H Happenings
By Sarah Morgan z
On Sunday, Oct. 6 at 4 i: HHPP::!:Q:
p.m., Golden Oak 4-H at- appening

tended the annual Madera 4-H Happen!ngs
County 4-H Achievement 4'!" Happenings
Night. This event is a chance #-Fl Happenings
for all of the clubs in Madera “%1 FEEREERINGS
County to come together and

celebrate the accomplish-

ments of each club from the previous program year. Golden Oak 4-H had much
to celebrate in our inaugural year.

For 4-H summer camp, two of our members were recognized for outstanding

achievements. Wyatt Morgan was named one of the outstanding junior coun-
selors and Sarah Morgan received recog-
nition for her tie-dye making skills. Both
Sarah Morgan and Wyatt Morgan re-
ceived Gold at the Regional Presentation
Day, and Platinum, the highest award
given, at State Presentation Day. In the
State Insect Identification contest held at
State Field Day, Iris Garzon and Eliza-
beth Morgan both received recognition
for competing as primary members.
Griffin Williams-Smith received a Red
award and Hunter Williams-Smith re-
ceived a White award. For the State
Plant Science contest, Iris Garzon was
recognized for competing as a Primary
member and Griffin Williams-Smith received a Blue award. In the State Forestry
contest, both Hunter Williams-Smith and Griffin Williams-Smith received blue
awards. For the State Postal Shoot, Hunter Williams-Smith received a bronze
medal for his achievements. Jackson Frankfort also received a bronze medal.
Bryant Frankfort, Maddox Parker, Griffin Williams-Smith, Wyatt Morgan, and
Dylan Silva were all recognized for their participation in this event.

Sarah Morgan received her Platinum Star for her outstanding 4-H achieve-
ments throughout the year. Wyatt Morgan received his Level 3 Spark medal. Iris
Garzon and Elizabeth Morgan were recognized as I-Sprouts curriculum com-
pleters. Jacob Garzon received a medal for his club Historian book. Sarah Mor-
gan received a medal for her club Secretary’s book. Wyatt Morgan was a County
Winner for his club Treasurer’s book.

For the record book judging contest, Wyatt Morgan was county winner for
aerospace and rocketry, Sarah Morgan was 1st runner up for foods and nutrition,
and Hunter Williams-Smith was 1st runner up for Poultry. And last but not least,
our leaders were recognized for their years of service: Monique Morgan and Jen-
nifer Williams-Garzon were recognized as 5th-year leaders and Jordan Morgan
and Andres Garzon were recognized for 2 years of service.

Overall, it was a great afternoon of celebrating and seeing friends from all
over the county. Golden Oak 4-H is looking forward to its second year with even
more achievements.

Putting on a great show at the annual
Madera County 4-H Achievement Night are,
from left, Wyatt Morgan, Griffin Williams-
Smith, Iris Garzon,CJ Morales, Elizabeth
Morgan, Hunter Williams-Smith and Sarah
Morgan.

Sierra Shadows 4-H

By Jake Poore

National 4-H Week was Oct. 7-12 and we celebrated by sharing the oppor-
tunities and successes all of our members have accomplished so far. Madera
County just had the Madera District Fair and our club had so many amazing ex-
periences.

Our 2024-2025 Officers are: President — Jamey Crandall; Vice President —
Jake Poore; Secretary — Lucy Lee; Treasurer — Landon Davis; Sergeant at Arms
— Samara Mohler; Recreation Officer — Micah Lee; Healthy Living Officers —
Sienna Garcia, Emily Wallace, Taylor Ward; Attendance Secretary — Annelise
Crandall; Hostesses — Abbigail Rosier,

Emily Rosier. Our Cloverbud reps are: Please see 4-H on P. 17

Real Estate

“Real estate is
my life! I make

jour real estate

reams a reality.”

VAR T
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MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

559-250-6740 » miotorealtor@gmail.com

Integrity, Dedication, Resulfs

www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto « DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”
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4-H cont. from P. 16

Recreation — Paisley Bower; Hostesses
— Brooke Davis and Brook Tavares;
Healthy Living Officer — Jade Mellott

Look at what some of our members
have done at the fair: Market Goats —
Starla Sisil 4-H Champion light-weight
market goat, 4-H Champion market
goat, Reserve Grand Champion market
goat, Champion 4-H Junior goat show-
man, Champion 4-H Intermediate goat
showman; Lucy Lee — 4-H Champion
Feeder Goat; Annelise Crandall — 4-H
Reserve Champion Heavy Weight mar-
ket goat; Market Swine — Landon Davis
4-H Reserve Champion AOB, 2nd Place
Intermediate showmanship; Micah Lee,
5th in Advanced 4-H Showmanship. In
Master Showmanship — Emily Wallace
2nd Overall for small animal, Champion
Intermediate showman in Rabbits;
Starla Sisil 2nd overall for large animal;
Taylor Ward 5th overall large animal
and 4-H Champion Intermediate show-
man for Horse. We had our primary
members show in PeeWee Showman-
ship: Lane Bower — Swine; Paisley
Bower, Braxton Davis — Goats; Paisley
Fahey — Dog. In Poultry, Artemis Arse-
nault with a very successful Turkey
project. When you join our club, we will
help prepare you too for an upcoming
fair.

We are currently looking for more
members to help with community events
and participate in skill-building activi-
ties. We will be helping with a Madera
County 4-H Leader’s Council Drive thru
BBQ to benefit all of Madera County 4-
H events and projects, an Officer Instal-
lation, Christmas Potluck and Tree
Lighting, Veteran’s Donations, learning
about Small and Large Animal expos,
Favorite Foods Day, Horse Expo, Pub-
lic Speaking contests and more. There is
something for everyone and we want
you to be a part of it. If you have a child
looking to make more friends and learn
new skills while having fun, then come
join our club. We also provide impor-
tant leadership opportunities, public
speaking lessons and community serv-
ice involvement. Our Motto is “Learn
by Doing” and the theme for National 4-
H week this year is “Beyond Ready!”

Sierra Shadows 4-H meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at Sierra
View Elementary in the multipurpose
room at 7p.m. This monthly meeting is
where we all get together and get up-
dates on the different projects and listen
to guest speakers and do recreational ac-
tivities. Come check us out, contact
Jesse Bower Club Leader for enrollment
information and find us on Facebook
SierraShadows4-HClub.

See you soon!

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

KEEP THE TREASURES — If
everything’s precious, nothing’s pre-
cious. Sort through and identify the
things you need, use and love. Keep
those that will fit comfortably in your
new space and support your current
phase of life. Ensure you have your
important records in order and purge
what’s not needed.

Prepping our house for showing
helped me identify the things I use.
Those got to stay inside. Things we
use infrequently moved to the garage
temporarily and things we no longer
used were donated. | realized | was-
n’t living as lean as | could be. After
the move, some things we lived with-
out access to for a couple months also
became donated.

A few large items we loved didn’t
make the cut. Although that was hard,
and our granddaughters haven’t quite
forgiven us for not bringing our piano,
I’m grateful on this end that our new
place isn’t crowded with furniture.

A project that was on my “when
I’m retired” list was purging my large
three-drawer lateral cabinet of busi-
ness and personal files. | rightsized to

www.The Ranchos.com

an open-topped rolling file cart that
fits in my new office closet. The
printer sits on top and a few infre-
quently accessed file bins are stored
in the garage.

ORGANIZE THE PROCESS —
There’s much to track during a move.
Create folders for categories: House
Sale, House Purchase, Service
Providers, Items to Purchase/Re-
ceipts, Checklist, etc. Keep these to-
gether in a small file tote or
briefcase.

Rightsizing looks different for
everyone. It doesn’t always mean a
move, but for most people it does
mean paring down to create a com-
fortable and safe environment with
easy access to what you need and
use.

Being long-time Ranchos resi-
dents, we were sad when the olive or-
chards at Ave. 12 and Highway 41
went away but we’re now grateful
that Riverstone provided us with an
opportunity to stay connected to our
community in a home that fits our
current phase of life.

Home lies in the things you carry
with you everywhere, and not the
ones that tie you down. — Pico lyer
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Tuesday Nov. 5.

Madera Ranchos.

Dr, Madera Ranchos.

Notice of VVote Centers
and Ballot Drop Boxes

The following is a list of Vote Centers and Drop Box locations
that will be available to serve you, between Oct. 7 and Election Day,
VOTE CENTERS -Liberty High School Theatre, 12220 Road 36,
BALLOT DROP BOXES - Ranchos Branch Library, 37398 Berkshire
Madera Community College, 30277 Avenue 12, Madera.

This information can also be found in your County Voter Infor-

mation Guide, which was included with your Vote by Mail Ballot, and
is posted on our website at www.votemadera.com.

Trump to Withhold Cal Disaster Funds

Speaking from the Trump National
Golf Course in Rancho Palos Verdes in
September, former President Donald
Trump said that, if elected, he would with-
hold federal disaster money from Califor-
nia until Governor Gavin Newsom allows
more water to go to farmlands and cities in
the Southern part of the state.

For years, Trump and California have
been at odds over water usage in Califor-
nia. During his term in office, Trump con-
stantly battled California over where water
flowed, with Newsom and California push-
ing more water for environmental reasons,
such as releasing water from reservoirs in
drought years to help protect endangered
fish species, while Trump pushed for more
water to go to farms. This came to a head in
2020, with then-President Trump signing
an order to divert water to farms in Califor-
nia, only for the state to file a lawsuit
against the Trump administration the very
next day.

This water diversion soon bent toward
environmental reasons during the Biden
years. When the megadrought occurred in
the early 2020s, California’s environmen-
tal diversion programs, particularly in re-
leasing water from reservoirs for water
outflow for fish, began being severely chal-
lenged. More Californians came out against
the state policies, with farmers warning that
more diversions could decimate the Cali-
fornia farm industry, even with city and
rural conservation measures coming into
place.

However, wet winters in 2022-2023
and 2023-2024 erased the drought. Now
drought free, and with reservoirs literally
overflowing, the state went back to having
enough water for urban, rural and environ-

mental uses. However, with future droughts
likely on the horizon, future battles between
the state and others over water usage are
likely to come. Both Biden and Newsom
are attempting to put federal and state laws
into place by January so that, in case Trump
wins, he may not be able to do as much
about water usage compared to 2020.
Speaking from Rancho Palos Verdes in Los
Angeles County, Trump struck back in his
own way, saying that he would force Cali-
fornia to bend to federal rules on water
usage.

“Gavin Newscum [sic] is going to sign
those papers,” said Trump on Friday. “If he
doesn’t sign those papers, we won’t give
him money to put out all his fires, and if we
don’t give him the money to put out his
fires, he’s got problems. To protect a little
tiny fish called a ‘smelt,” they send millions
and millions of gallons of water out to the
Pacific Ocean. If they turned it back, all of
that water would come right down here and
right into Los Angeles.

“I’m here today in California with a
very simple message for the American peo-
ple: We cannot allow comrade Kamala
Harris and the communist left to do to
America what they did to California. The
state of California is a mess, with people
leaving, and nothing’s gonna stop them.
Those fields are going to be all green in-
stead of 1 percent green. And maybe even
more important, you’re not going to have
illegal immigrants pouring into your coun-
try and killing your family. You’re not
going to have the problems that you have
right now. We’re going to lower your taxes.
But with this group, everything is dead. The
water coming here is dead. He’s a lousy
governor.”
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Now Is The Time To
Shed Those
Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL
GROUP

Quick, Fast!
Results
CALL NOwi!

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-___,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

l.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

1 822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

HAI RCU‘I’S

]S“I &S

L----n-----__—-‘—

= Semors Thursda ys ONL Y S 1 3‘

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR

FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or

eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815

Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

mu',559-7 18-3554
209-276-1579

Free Estimates!

Lic. # 11719979

1 [voucH-# GREEN
LANDSCAPE

CA LIC. #934774

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering + Consulting

1 INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

[ |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
www.bedrockeng.com i

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

calt559-242-6352

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

We’'re
Accepting
NEW Patients

“Reghit off
of Figluay 4

at Friant. "

7355 N Palm #100
Fresno

559 271-6302

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service
(not a licensed contractor)

anchos call Mag Anaya Jr.

e 559-974-1357

BUBE=AS

ATER TRUCK SER\IICE

MARION POOL
'St:m ICE & REPAIR

» Weekly Service
* Equipment
7" Holding Tanks * Supplies
/' Swimming Pools | » Residential

Potable Water
Dust Control

+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
* Locally Owned
251-2514 3511605 645-4799

office cell after 5 p.m.

Covering “  Call Gina
Mountain Areas at 559-289-3401
& the Central Valley email

BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

3rd Tuesday of the month ¢ 6 p.m.
37398 Berkshire Dr. « Ranchos Library

pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

SAND & GRAVEL+* CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Gel Involved!

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month + 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

F1l Psr DE joiuy U5

SUNDAYS! 16:30 AM

959-481-6875

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAVY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spoﬂs Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
rthabilifafion cenfer

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

Ranchos flon h
che ches
;‘r(..i (Qﬂfic” .\ﬂl;“

Al & Chafts btudis * Bidgue * YWood Glemd
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

(559) 645-0634
The Independent

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Classified

Alterations

Call Greg’s Alterations in Fresno
for all of your clothing alteration
needs. Great service and 40 years of
experience. Call Greg at 559-301-
7331.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Exterminator
CSI Exterminators -

a pest, call the best!”
Call 559-293-1779.

“If you’ve got
Free estimates.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing
in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor.
Repair Maintenance. 26 years
working in the area. Call 559-
908-0759.

Housecleaning

Over 40 yars of experience -
References available - Lupe’s

House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-

123456789

struction clean up. Lu-
pePrado25@yahoo .com. Call
either of our LOCAL num-
bers: 559-710-0692 or 650-
771-2915.

Property Clean Up

Property clean up, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming
- FREE ESTIMATES. Profes-
sional and reliable. Call Eric at
559-903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-
6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows start at $5 and up
-- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.
Remove hard water stains on home
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb removal too. Fully
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723.

Free estimates.

» There are many uses for empty Tic Tac
containers. Here are three: Wrap with
pretty paper and use as a tiny vase for a
single-stem flower. Or, separate small
scrapbooking supplies in them. Last,
thread two needles with a length of thread
-- one white and one black. Poke the nee-
dles through a small square of paper and wrap the thread around the
paper. Slip into the container for a travel sewing Kit.

"Need your nails to dry in a hurry? You can use the cool setting on
your hair dryer. It works really fast." -- L.E. in Georgia
* To get a couple more days out of your cat litter, clean the box out
and mix in a cup of baking soda.
* Remove mildew from plastic shower curtains by spraying them
with a mix of bleach and water, or just toss them in the washing ma-
chine with your next load of towels.
* "We have a playroom, and the kids argue about who made what
mess and who should clean up which toys. We made a cleaning
schedule for the room, having one or two children per day responsi-
ble to clean up at the end of the day. It was a rough start, but the kids
have learned to clean up as they go rather than leave a big mess for
someone else. (Pay back is not kind.)" -- A Mom, via emalil
* If your vacuum has a paper filter, spray it with your fave perfume
or essential oil. It will blow into the air as you vacuum, leaving be-
hind a pleasant scent.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc

T0 ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

Sy, /
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HIROPRACTIC

36754 AVE. 12 + 660-5262

10124

Click on ““Local News’ at
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your bold approach to a difficult situation turns a doubter into
a supporter. Be aware, though, that you still need to dig for facts to build an even stronger
case.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Distractions continue to nibble at your available time. Turn
them off and concentrate on setting your sights on your goal. Progress might be slow, but it is
steady.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) An opportunity opens up in a new field. You might not feel that
it's for you, but check it out anyway. You could be surprised; you might be able to adjust to
its requirements.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A new work environment presents some difficult choices. Best
advice: Be ready to defend your decisions while still keeping your mind open to suggested
alternatives.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Don't let your Leonine pride continue to jeopardize a cherished
relationship. You've already taken too long to make that apology. Do it now before it's too
late.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A friend needs assistance but fears that you might want
to know more than they are prepared to reveal. Provide help without probing into the situation.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You face an important personal decision that could
affect a family member. Have a full, frank, no-holds-barred discussion with them before you
act.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Take some time out to think over the choices that
have suddenly emerged in your life. Don't be rushed into making a decision until all the facts
are known.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Someone might be trying to gain your trust
for their own advantage. Be wary: A seemingly friendly smile might be an exercise in
teeth-baring.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A situation that emerged earlier can no longer be
ignored. You need to deal with it now so that it won't interfere with more important considerations.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A job situation presents some problems. Deal with
them one by one, and they'll soon vanish. Meanwhile, in your personal life, a Libra would like
to know your intentions.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Let your partner know how you feel about your stalled
relationship. A delay will result in your swimming around in circles and going nowhere.

Born this Week.

Your fw’gi» enerqy level allows you to take on and cam};late more
projects than most. You are Also An inspired And inspiring teacher.

©2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: Where was "The Lord of the
Rings" filmed? 2. TELEVISION: What is the
setting for the animated series "South Park"? 3.
SCIENCE: What is the most abundant element
in the Earth's crust? 4. U.S. PRESIDENTS:
Which president proclaimed June 14 to be Flag
Day? 5. MATH: Which letter is contained in
every odd number when it is spelled out? 6.
GEOGRAPHY: Both the Equator and the
Tropic of Capricorn pass through which coun-
try? 7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group
of porcupines called? 8. MUSIC: Which British
singer/songwriter helped create many songs on
"The Lion King" soundtrack? 9. FAMOUS
QUOTES: Who wrote the line about fall, "I'm
so glad I live in a world where there are Octo-
bers"? 10. LITERATURE: Which children's
book features a fictional world where it is al-
ways winter but never Christmas?
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by Linda Thistle
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: CERTIFICATES OF —
Barter Creditcard  Letter of credit Shells
Bitcoin Gift card Money order  Silver
Certified check  Gold PayPal Tokens
Chits 10U Scrip
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