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Big Jump Coming for S.S. Checks

According to an article from Ameri-
can Action News, inflation in the Biden
economy is continuing to run hot, with
the newly released Consumer Price Index
for September showing another 5.4 per-
cent year-over-year increase.

There may be a silver lining how-
ever, at least for those individuals re-
ceiving Social Security Benefits.

As CNBC reports, the Social Secu-
rity cost-of-living adjustment will be 5.9
percent in 2022, the Social Security Ad-

ministration announced.

The 5.9 percent cost-of-living ad-
justment will be the biggest boost to So-
cial Security beneficiaries” checks in
about 40 years. In 2021, the Social Secu-
rity cost-of-living adjustment was 1.3
percent. Social Security beneficiaries
will see the increases in the monthly
checks starting in January. The estimated
average monthly benefit for all retired
workers will rise to $1,657, up from
$1,565.

As part of his goal to remove all gas-
powered engines from California, Gov.
Newsom signed a bill into law on Oct. 4
that will effectively ban all gasoline pow-
ered leaf blowers, lawnmowers, other
lawn equipment, generators, pressure
washers,  chain-
saws, weed trim-
mers and golf carts.

The ban targets
new gas-powered
equipment using 25
horsepower or less
engines.  Essen-
tially, this means
that all future land-
scaping equipment
used by homeown-
ers and profes-
sional landscapers
will have to be either battery powered or
plug in models. The new law orders the
California Air Resources Board to apply
the new rules by Jan. 1, 2024. Add this
to the fact that last year, Newsom de-
creed a ban on the sale of all new gas-

Newsom Bans Gas Equipment

powered cars and trucks in California by
2035. That was coupled to state regula-
tors approving a rule that automakers had
to sell more electric work vehicles and
delivery trucks than gas powered. A first
in California.

It is estimated
that California has
nearly 17 million
small engines in the
state, totaling about
3 million more than
the number of cars
here. One group of
state officials esti-
mated that running a
gas-powered leaf
blower for one hour
equaled the same
pollution as driving

a Toyota Camry 1,100 miles from Los
Angeles to Denver.

In an attempt to put a band-aid on a
broken arm, Newsom also included of-

Please see BAN on P. 4

“Couture For A Cure”
Raises Breast Cancer Funds

“Couture For A Cure” is a
fundraiser whose proceeds will benefit
the American Cancer Society Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer research
program and patient support. It’s going
to be held on Thursday, Oct. 28 from 4 -
8 p.m. at the Discovery Shop at 2004 W.
Bullard Ave. in Fresno.

The shop has come into possession
of designer clothes, purses, shoes and
other accessories by Louis Vuitton,
Prada, Escada, Saint John, Marc Jacobs
and many more.

Price of admission is $25 and may

be purchased now through Oct. 28 at the
Discovery Shop between 10 am. - 5
p.m., Monday through Saturday.

In addition to attending the special
event showcasing designer merchandise
and sampling hors d'oeuvres with wine,
shoppers will enjoy 25 percent off all
purchases for 30 days from the date of
transaction. A silent auction will also be
held featuring customized shoes by local
artists.

For more information, contact Bon-
nie or Sheri at 559-446-1600 during
shop hours.

adera County Department of Public Health has partnered with Madera County

businesses to develop a new “Vaccine Deals” program. The program provides

discounts at participating businesses to individuals who are fully vaccinated and
live or work in Madera County. Individuals who participate in the program will receive
a#VaccinateMadera wristband which must be shown to receive the deals. The Vaccine
Deals program will run from Sept. 1 through Dec. 31, 2021 and is a great way to sup-
port local businesses.

To participate, individuals must show proof of receiving both doses of the Pfizer
or Moderna vaccines, or single dose of Johnson & Johnson vaccine at any location
where the wristbands are distributed. To obtain a wristband, individuals will need to
show their physical or digital vaccine card at one of these locations:

First 5 Madera County, 525 E. Yosemite, Madera, M-F 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Madera City Hall, 205 W. 4th Street, Madera, M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Madera Co. Dept. of Public Health, 1604 Sunrise Ave., Madera, M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Madera Chamber of Commerce, 120 North E Street, Madera, M-F 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Proof of vaccination can be in the form of a physical or digital vaccine card. Dig-
ital vaccine cards can be downloaded instantly at www.MyVaccineRecord.
cdph.ca.gov.

For more information, you can visit Madera County Department of Public Health’s
Vaccine Deals page, www. MaderaCounty.com/VaccineDeals, where you will find a
complete list of participating business and locations where the wristbands are distrib-
uted. Businesses may also sign up through this webpage which is updated regularly.

Many medical experts think that vaccines are the best way to protect yourself
and others against COVID-19. Currently in Madera County, 46.40 percent of eligi-
ble residents are fully vaccinated. You can find a vaccine clinic near you by visiting
www.MyTurn.ca.gov or by calling 311.

Businesses interested in participating need to complete a brief survey on the web-
site then ecide what deal or discount they will offer to those wearing a wristband.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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What are Your Neighbors Saying?

Google 186 Reviews 4.8 Stars * Yelp 20 Reviews 4.5 Stars * BirdEye 202 Reviews 4.8 Stars

Very good service. I recommend them anytime. Ray
Warren and his staff will take care of your vehicle, no worries. Randy
1 trust this repair shop and their service is excellent! K. M.
Living in Madera Ranchos gives the advantage of having my car picked up and dropped off.

Dennis

Very convenient. Service has always been great and Warren stands behind his work.

HOME TOWN
FEELING,

86 CITY
SERVICE!

www.The Ranchos.com
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By Sarah Morgan

On Sunday, October 3, we had our

Madera County 4-H Achievement

Night. The people in Sierra Shadow’s 4-

H that came to the meeting were: Lucy

Lee, Mica Lee, Corinna Martinez,

Aubrey Rocca, RJ Scroggins, Griffin

Williams-Smith, Hunter Williams-

Smith, Wyatt Morgan and Sarah Morgan. There was a dessert auction, drinks and cup-
cakes were offered during the event.

Sierra Shadows members received a lot of awards. Scholarship Recipient - Lilly
Kier; State Postal Shoot - Christy Kaneko - bronze, Aubrey Rocca - silver and Wyatt
Morgan; Taylor Ward — bronze; Regional Presentations - Wyatt Morgan - gold; Silver
Star recipient - Wyatt Morgan, Gold Star recipients - Griffin Williams-Smith, Hunter
Williams-Smith; Historian Medalist - Colie Tickel and Kate Hauschel; Reporter -
County Winner - Corinna Martinez and Wyatt Morgan; Beef - County Winner - Wyatt
Morgan; Camping and Outdoor Adventure - County Winner - Micah Lee; Communi-
cations and Public Speaking - 1st - Corinna Martinez; Horse and Ponies - County Win-
ner - Hunter Williams-Smith; 1st - Jacob Garzon; 2nd - Lilly Kier; 3rd - Lucy Lee;
Meat Goat - County Winner - Griffin Williams-Smith; Outstanding 1st Year - County
Winner - Sarah Morgan; Self-Determined - 1st - Emily Waldren; 2nd - Sierra Gonza-

lez; 3rd - Jake Poore; Shooting Sports - 2nd - Aubrey Rocca.
Congratulations to all our members for a job well done.

BAN cont. from P. 2

fering rebates to change equipment, with
$30 million set aside for that purpose in
the state budget, but many in the land-
scaping industry say the amount is way too
low, citing nearly 50,000 small businesses
that will be impacted.

"This Legislature hates fuel, which is
very sustainable,” said Republican State
Senator, Brian Dahle who opposed this ac-
tion. “It's easy to access. And when the
power is off, you can still use it. You can
still run a generator to keep your freezer

going, to keep your medical devices going.
But when your battery's dead and there's
no power on, you have nothing."

Not everything about this new law is
smooth sailing for Newsom, however. For
example, written into the law is an al-
lowance for the California Air Resources
Board to delay implementation if elements
are found to be “not feasible.” Under the
federal Clean Air Act, California must also
apply to the Environmental Protection
Agency for authorization to “enforce its
own standards for new non-road engines
and vehicles.”

Moments
In £Ime
THE HISTORY CHANNEL

* On Oct. 26, 1775, King George Il
speaks before both houses of the British
Parliament to discuss growing concern
about the rebellion in America. He urged
Parliament to move quickly to end the re-
volt and bring order to the colonies.

» On Oct. 31, 1864, Congress quickly
admits Nevada as the 36th state in the
Union. President Lincoln's proposed 13th
Amendment banning slavery was the de-
cisive factor in easing Nevada's path to
statehood.

* On Oct. 27, 1873, Joseph Glidden,
an Illinois farmer, submits an application
to the U.S. Patent Office for his new de-

sign for a fencing wire with sharp barbs
on two strands. Barbed wire would for-
ever change the face of the American
West.

e On Oct. 30, 1941, President
Franklin Roosevelt approves $1 billion in
Lend-Lease loans to the Soviet Union.
The terms: no interest, and repayment
would not start until five years after the
war ended.

e On Oct. 28, 1962, Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev orders the withdrawal
of missiles from Cuba, ending the Cuban
Missile Crisis.

* On Oct. 29, 1998, almost 40 years
after he became the first American to orbit
Earth, Sen. John Glenn Jr. is launched into
space again as a payload specialist aboard
the Space Shuttle Discovery. Glenn, 77,
was the oldest human ever to travel in
space.

© 2021 Hearst Communications

Inc.All Rights Reserved
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Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS
thls season and all year long

VAI -;LEY PROPAN E
645-5324 37221 Ave. 12 #1D
Madera Ranchos * Maywood Center

Click on ““Local News™ at
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By Congressman Tom McClintock

During the Trump Administration,
Republicans passed one of the biggest
tax cuts in American history and the
greatest regulatory relief ever. The re-
sult was the biggest economic expan-
sion in our lifetimes. Before the
“lockdown left” took a wrecking ball
to our economy, Americans were pros-
pering with the lowest unemployment
rate in 50 years — the lowest poverty
rate in 60 years — and the fastest wage
growth in 40 years. For the first time
in decades, the income gap was nar-
rowing.

Joe Biden and the Democrats have
reversed these policies with reckless
abandon. It is no coincidence that real
wages for Americans have declined
every single month since he took of-
fice.

History is crystal clear on this
point: No country has ever taxed, spent
and borrowed its way to prosperity —
but many have done so to their ruin.

Brian Riedl tallied up the total
cost of the Democrats’ new spending
bills for the New York Post and esti-
mates $8 trillion of new spending over
the next ten years — about $60,000 per
family. Joe Biden and the Democrats
tell us this won’t cost you a penny. It
will all be paid by somebody else.

Here is the dirty little secret of
government spending: Government

Who Pays for the Woke?

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“A RECESSION IS
WHEN YOUR
NEIGHBOR
LOSES HIS JOB.
A DEPRESSION
IS WHEN YOU
LOSE YOURS.
RECOVERY IS
WHEN JIMMY
CARTER LOSES
Hls-,”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

cannot put a dollar into the economy
that it hasn’t first taken out of the same
economy. Every dollar it gives you it
must take from you and there are only
three ways to do it: Current taxes,
which rob you of your current pur-
chasing power; borrowing, which robs
you of your future purchasing power;
or printing money, which robs you
every time you go shopping by reduc-
ing the value you of your earnings, all
while it silently hollows out your sav-
ings and retirement funds.

And don’t fall for their lie that
their taxes will only fall on businesses.
Businesses don’t pay business taxes.
YOU pay business taxes: As a con-
sumer through higher prices; as an em-
ployee through lower wages; and as an
investor through lower earnings.
That’s your retirement fund.

You know they’re coming after
working families because they want to
hire 87,000 new IRS agents. That is
every man, woman and child living in
Miami Beach, Florida. Or Ogden,
Utah. Imagine the entire population of
one of those cities unleashed to go
after every taxpayer in America.

The Democrats’ so-called “Amer-
ican Families Plan” will require your
bank to report every one of your pri-
vate transactions over $600 to the IRS.
Does that sound like they’re going
after the Biden family? No, they’re
coming after YOUR family. And if
you’re typical, you already paid more
in taxes last year than you paid for
food, clothing, health care and enter-
tainment combined. According to the
Democrats, that’s not enough.

What else do you get for your
$60,000 of new taxes, inflation and
tax-driven price increases?

Amnesty, legal permanent resi-
dence and a fast track to citizenship for
eight to ten million foreign nationals
who illegally entered our country and
are demanding to stay. Eight million is
the entire population of Wyoming,
Alaska, Vermont, South Dakota, North
Dakota, Rhode Island, Montana and
Maine — combined. This at a time
when real family earnings are declin-
ing, crime is increasing, homelessness
is rampant and mounting debt is Killing
the American dream of a better future
for our children.

How are American workers helped

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 16
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Service Above and Beyond

Customer service experiences have
been at the forefront of my mind ever
since writing last month’s column. To be
honest, for years I feel like there has been
a pretty serious decline in the art of the
customer experience. With the nation
currently experiencing crippling staffing
shortages because nobody wants to work
for less than what the unemployment
boost would give them, it’s gotten worse.
It almost seems as though expecting
friendly service in exchange for my hard-
earned money is too much to ask.

So, since the last article pointed out
some of the worst experiences I have had
recently, this month I am going to high-
light the best. Despite many unreason-
able government mandates that make the
job harder, coupled with the lack of co-
workers to share the load, there are still
people out there that have made it their
mission to do their jobs not only excep-
tionally, but with a level of friendliness
and enthusiasm I’ve come to assume
barely exists in the workforce today. So,
with that introduction, let me present to
you my very favorite purveyor of cus-
tomer service: Michelle.

Michelle works at a favorite big
chain restaurant of mine. I love it because
it is close to work, the food is better than
decent, and I personally believe they
have the best ranch dressing around. Yes,
good ranch dressing can make a repeat
customer out of me, as long as I have
something halfway decent to dunk it in
or drizzle it on. I’'m not ashamed. I’ve
seen Michelle work the busy bar area
completely by herself and still help out in
the regular dining room. I’ve seen her
tend the bar, take orders tableside, deliver
food and bus tables. She is one of the
hardest restaurant workers I have seen,
and never once has she been without her
smile (even when it is hidden behind a
mask) and a friendly tone in her voice.
Whether she actually loves her customers
or not, she makes us feel like we matter,
and at its core that is exactly what cus-
tomer service is all about.

About a month ago she was working
the bar area with just one other person.
There are about 15 tables in this section,
not to mention the actual bar, and it was
full, nary an empty chair in sight. I imag-
ine she was tired and stressed out, but
you would never have known it because
she was friendly and energetic. When our
food was brought to us, two of the orders
were incorrect. She not only fixed it al-
most before the plates hit the table but
then she brought us a free dessert for our

trouble. We tried to explain to her that it
wasn’t any trouble, she fixed everything
before there was trouble, and we would
rather pay for the dessert. She wouldn’t
hear of it. She wanted happy customers,
and that’s exactly what she always has.

After work last Tuesday we ate there
again before seeing a movie. We were
not able to sit in Michelle’s section,
sadly, because evidently half the city had
the same idea. However, we saw her pass
by us a couple of times and made a point
to say hi. Now, the server we had was
friendly and attentive. She did her job
well and we have no complaints, espe-
cially since the restaurant was busy and
we aren’t the only customers. However,
it was still Michelle who ended up going
above and beyond. At one point she
walked by me, saw that I was drinking
water but didn’t have my usual bowl of
lemons accompanying it (I drink a lot of
lemon with my water, or a little water
with my lemon as my mom used to say).
I was still waiting for our server or the
runner to bring them. It wasn’t an issue,
I knew I’d get lemon eventually, but
Michelle noticed it and brought me a
bowl. Then, as we were settling up get-
ting ready to leave the restaurant, she
happened to notice that my friend didn’t
have his usual “to go” cup of Dr. Pepper
with him, so she made one and caught up
with us at the door to give it to him.
That’s so far and above standard cus-
tomer service that I think I need a new
name for it.

Needless to say, not only do we al-
ways try to sit in her section, but we also
never tip her less than $5 or $10 apiece
to show how much we appreciate her and
her impeccable service. I imagine she
probably has many loyal customers be-
cause of her attentiveness and positive at-
titude. I also imagine these phenomenal
traits, especially in light of the current
state of society, often go unnoticed with
other customers.

So, here’s to you Michelle; 1 hope
you are treated as well by others as you
treat me and my friends.

10/21

call Mark Crawford ¢ 559-225-1435
CrawfordinsuranceGroup@yahoo.com

25-Year Ranchos resident ¢ 30+ years experience
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722

auto * home = commercial * workers comp

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great
« Nutritional
Sounseinots LOSE WEIGHT |WE Kg°w Lo B
Guick. Fast ,QZ" d';:'\a/'tions AND INCHES TOO 20 OFF
e « Diet Injection sl sidonty)

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very 224_6744 OPEN: Monday - Friday

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101 » Fresno, CA 93726 * Between Shaw & Santa Ana

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying ¢ Civil Engineering ¢ Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

* Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
* Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

* Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

* Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

* Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

10/21

Click on “Local News” at
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Smartphone Tips to Try

A few of my clients think I'm
a tech wizard. My kids would say
that’s hyperbole. In many cases
our tech savviness is linked to our
age, or connection to people with
skills. I’m blessed with a son
who’s a software engineer. He’s
helpful when | have questions and
every so often drops a tidbit of
info that boosts my skills and pro-
ductivity. This article is for those
who aren’t of the tech savvy gen-
eration, or simply haven’t taken
time to discover how smart their
phone really is. It’s also specific
to iPhones since my son gener-
ously shares his Apple hand-me-
downs. I’'m sure Androids have
similar features but the set up may
be different.

Magnifying Glass: So handy
for us “older folk” when there’s
fine print — like expiration dates,

receipts, etc. Go to Settings > Ac-
cessibility. Tap Magnifier, then
turn it on. To add it to your Control
Center, go to Settings > Control
Center, then tap Customize Con-
trols. Tap the add button (+) next to
Magnifier. You’re able to adjust the
light, zoom and even snap a pic-
ture, if needed. Now nothing is hid-
den from view.

Zoom In on a Website: For
magnification while using Safari,
tap on the AA icon on the top left
corner of your screen. Directly
below you’ll see a small A on the
left and a larger A

Years ago, before | learned to close
my websites, | remember my son’s
friend grabbing my phone and X-
ing out website after website for
what seemed like five minutes.
Now, you can easily close them all
at once. While in Safari hold the
tab button (two squares icon) on the
bottom right-hand corner and select
“close all tabs.”

Kodak Moments: To quickly
access your camera, engage Siri.
Simply command “take a selfie,”
“take a photo,” or “take a video”
and your camera will appear ready

in the correct

on the right with a mode.
percentage block Expand
in between. Click ask your kids. If they your Photo
on the large A complain, remind them that Skills: Swipe
until the website you once taught them how to UP (if vertical)
font or image is or left (if hori-
the size you need. use a spoon. zontal)  from
Save Website the basic photo

Pages for Later:
When you want to save a website in
Safari, tap the box with the up-
arrow icon at the bottom of your
screen. Then, tap “Add to Reading
List.” To view, click on the book
icon at the bottom of your Safari
screen. You can even save it to
iCloud for offline reading when
you’re not connected to the inter-
net. Go to Settings > Safari, then
turn on “Automatically Save Of-
fline” (below Reading List).

Close Safari Tabs (all at once):

controls to find
a row of hidden camera modes in-
cluding a timer, night mode, expo-
sure, etc.

Give Your Photos a Caption:
Launch the Photos app and tap a
photo to which you want to add a
caption. Swipe up on the pic to ac-
cess the caption field. Tap “Add a
Caption.” Write your caption, press
return, and done. You can easily
search for a photo using the caption
you’ve created.

Calculator Tip: If you mistype

a digit while using your calculator,
rather than starting over with the C
or AC button, swipe to the left or
right at the top of the screen. The
motion will act as a backspace and
remove the number you entered
last.

Flash for Notifications: If you
have a hard time hearing, you can
set your phone to blink the flash-
light in addition to, or instead of
ringing. Go to Settings > Audio/Vi-
sual and look for “LED Flash for
Alerts.”

Sing-along: To see the lyrics of
songs you have downloaded on
your phone, tap the three dots of
the “Now Playing” screen. A menu
will come up with “See full lyrics”
as an option. Beware of singing
along while using your earbuds —
like in a plane.

Some settings/steps may vary
depending on the age of your
phone. If you need extra guidance,
do a search on
www.support.apple.com, check for
a video on YouTube, or ask your
kids. If they complain, remind them
that you once taught them how to
use a spoon.

Contact Organized by Choice at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-
871-3314 or email info@organized by-
choice.com. You can visit www.
organizedbychoice.com when you go
online.

Call Sonny at

* House Pads ¢ Lot Leveling
Underground Utilities Installed
» Septic Systems Installed ¢
Concrete Work
e Driveways
Trenching

10/21

S.G.E.
Lic. #719500
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LOCAL dog waste removal service « Weekly, every
other week and one time services * Residential and
commercial properties ¢« Check us out on Face-
book, Instagram and at www.ThePoopFairies.com

10/21

Sago Rey
Palnm Plantation!

We also have a wide selection of

5599-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. » Fresno « www.sagorey.com

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

Lic.#414178

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Famdily Owaed
Scuce 1976

10/21

www. The Ranchos.com
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Whats in a Name?

(October 2011)
Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, [

have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and I hope you enjoy them
all over again.

Have you ever wondered if there
was someone out there in this big
world with a name the same as yours?
In doing our family’s genealogy for
the last 20 years (I’ve been able to
trace three of my grandparents’ fami-
lies back to the 1700’s. I’'m having a
little trouble with my dad’s mother’s
family. She always told us we were re-
lated to John and John Quincy Adams

bg je‘ar\ Briner

name is Randahl (it is said his dad had
a “thing” for the movie star Arlene
Dahl), so take that into consideration
when researching names.

A week or so ago, I was sitting
here wondering what to write about
and didn’t have anything else to do
(Now that isn’t quite the truth — but
who wants to clean out a closet or mop
the kitchen floor when you can sit at
the computer looking up interesting
stuff?). So I thought I’d Google “Aunt
Jean’s Recipes.” Wow, what a sur-
prise. So here are a few of the Aunt
Jean’s Recipes that aren’t even mine.

When I told Randy what I had
found and was

but haven’t been

able to prove it
yet). Growing up,
I always thought
Briner was not a
common name —

genealogy, I
found out differ-

. so I thought I'd Google g my
“Aunt Jean's Recipes.”
what a surprise. So here are a

but in doing the few of the Aunt Jean's Recipes the recipes. He
that aren’t even mine.

thinking of writ-
article
about, he Googled
the site and was
reading some of

Wow,

copied this one
and said it
sounded interest-

ently. One of the

problems is when
our families came from the old coun-
tries, their names were not written cor-
rectly, or ineligibly and got recorded
incorrectly. An example of that is my
Great Great Great Grandfather came
over from Germany as Petrus Breiner,
Sr. but his son is recorded as Peter
Briner, Jr. I also found out that the
name has been spelled Breiner, Bryner
and Briner — and they are all related.
If you would like to find out if
there are other people out there with
the same name as yours, look it up.
The website I use a lot to look people
up is zabasearch.com and click what
state you want to search. If your name
is Tom Brown, or Nancy White, it
might tell you there are too many to
list, but if your name is not that com-
mon, you might be surprised what you
find. Another way to look your name
up is Google it. You might also find
that names may not be spelled the
usual way. I have four nieces with
names we hear quite frequently, but
the girls names are spelled different:
Our girls are Eryn (Erin), Sara (Sarah),
Rachael (Rachel) and Savanna (Savan-
nah). Even Randy’s name — his full

ing.

Aunt Jean’s Easter Rice Pie

8 Eggs

1 % C rice, cooked and cooled

3 lbs. ricotta

1 % C sugar

1 tsp. vanilla

2 (9inch) unbaked pie shells

Cinnamon

Preheat oven to 350. In a large
bowl, beat the eggs, add the rice, ri-
cotta, sugar and vanilla, stir thor-
oughly. Turn the mixture into the pie
shells and sprinkle with cinnamon.
Bake for 1 hour. This recipe makes
two pies, but if you want to make only
one pie, just divide all the ingredients
in half. Half of 1 3% C sugar is 1 C less
2 Tablespoons. Randy’s daughter
Rachael made this recipe that night
and they all really liked but said next
time they would add more sugar.
Seems it just wasn’t quite sweet
enough.

The following recipe sounds real
good and I love both pork chops and
rice so I am going to buy a can of
onion soup when I go shopping and try

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

9959-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

_______________________________________

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What'’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee » Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome
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it & G’mfﬂ Studis * Bidgue * Yood Stems

Over 15 years of experience

Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

CALL FOR AN INSPECTION TODAY!
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815
1021 | JuesissssY 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

W wW w.thheraarnchos.corrxrn

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the

Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theranchos.com

www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com

Click on “Local News” at
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

it —1’ll let you know. And another thing
to like about it: it’s done all in one pan!

Aunt Jean’s Pork Chops

Pork Chops

1 can Campbell’s French Onion
soup

1 can water

1 cup uncooked long grain rice

Season pork chops with salt and
pepper and brown in large frying pan.
Once browned, pour in soup and
water. Cover and simmer 30 minutes.
Pour in rice around chops. Cover and
cook for 20 minutes or until rice is
fully cooked.

I love rhubarb so this recipe really
caught my attention. I’m anxious to try it.
Aunt Jean’s Rhubarb Crumble
Preheat oven to 350

1 C flour

% C brown sugar

% C melted butter

¥ C dry oatmeal

4 C chopped rhubarb

% C white sugar

2 T cornstarch

1 C water

1 tsp. vanilla

Mix the flour, brown sugar, oat-
meal and butter together until crumbly.
Press half into bottom and part way up
sides of greased 9x13 pan. Set remain-
ing crumbs aside.

Sprinkle rhubarb mixture over
crumbs. In a saucepan, combine white
sugar, cornstarch, water and vanilla.
Heat to boiling. Cook and stir until
thickened. Pour over rhubarb. Sprinkle
remaining crumbs on top. Bake in pre-
heated oven for 45-60 minutes. Serve
warm. Maybe with a scoop of vanilla
ice cream.

Before | close this article | want to
remind you that Daylight Saving Time
will end at 2 a.m. on the first Sunday of
November. This year that is Sunday,
Nov. 7. But who wants to sit up till 2
a.m. to change the clock back? Before
you go to bed Saturday, Nov. 5, move
your clocks back an hour. If you don’t
change your clock, you could be an
hour early for church. Remember,
Spring forward and Fall back.

Next month’s article will be on
cookies — in time to make a batch for
family and friends for Christmas giv-
ing. | have a couple from the Aunt
Jean’s Recipes and | already have a
recipe that was brought to me by a
reader. | would sure like to include one
from you — CALL ME at 645-0634!

(The Daylight Savings Time in this
story is correct for 2021. -- Editor)

Tires

We carry a great range for all
vehicles and all applications,
new and used

Wheel Alignments

Computerized wheel
alignment. 30-day warranty

FREE Tire Maintenance

We offer FREE tire rotations and balance every 7,000 miles

MADERA CHOWCHILLA

FRESNO

BUY 4TIRES

receive FREE ALIGNMENT

549 VALUE

Wheel & Tire Packages

We give your car the right look
without compromising safety

Lift & Lowering Kits
Whether you're looking to run
bigger tires or get an
aggressive look, we have the
right product for you

B f

559.831.2837 559.201.9133 559.478.5539

www. The Ranchos.com

SAMEAS CASH oPEn7DAYS

M—-SAT 8- 70SUN 9—-5

Ry

www.hotiresnwheels.com

(559) 831-2937

|—We do
suspension and
brake service.

¥}—Hacemos trabajo
de suspension y
frenos.

10/21
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Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden

“Kiwanis International is a global
organization of volunteers dedicated to
changing the world one child, one com-
munity at a time.”

During our last
meeting for the month
of September, our
guest speakers where
“Winifred and Myrtle”
from the Madera Ran-
chos, giving the club
highlights of what a
day looks like in the
lives of two longtime
friends. It was a pleas-
ure to view our own

Mona Diaz, creating
the comical characters and giving all of us the
medicine of laughter.

We also had the pleasure of honoring Chad
and Katie Harr of Chad’s Trucking, a local
Madera Ranchos business.
They were awarded the Ki-
wanis Community Service
Award for their huge, out-
standing, ongoing support of
the Kiwanis Club of the
Madera Ranchos and its
projects supporting our chil-
dren, our community and
our club. Thank you, Chad
and Katie.

An update on the Ki-
wanis Division 5 “Run4 The
Miracle,” supporting Valley
Children’s Hospital’s Pedi-
atric Trauma — Injury Pre-
vention Program held on
Sept. 25. It was a success.
‘We want to thank our mem-
bers who were able to volun-
teer at the event: Marie
Cameron, Leslie Carella, Bev Delk, John Glueck
and John Minney.

At our first meeting of October, several
Kiwanis event happenings in the Madera Ran-
chos were discussed. The first event is the Ki-
wanis Christmas/Holiday House Decorating
Contest. Information/registration forms will be
available at the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, starting
Monday, Nov. 1. Chamber hours are Monday
through Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
you can contact the Chamber at 645-4001. You
can also send an email to
rowdensally2@gmail.com with your name, ad-

Ranchos Kiwanis Honor Supporters

dress and contact information and you will re-
ceive an entry form.

Ifyou’re interested in purchasing poinsettias
for the holiday season, the Kiwanis Club is sell-
ing them and will deliver them to your doorstep.
The cost is $12.50 per plant and you can make

your check out to Ki-
wanis Club of Madera
Ranchos. Email Ollia
Ridge at ollia.ridge@
gmail.com by Nov. 8
with your name, ad-
dress, contact informa-
tion and the number of
poinsettias you would
like to purchase and
you will be contacted
confirming your order
and instructed on the

Kiw'anis members, Chad and Katie Harr of Chad's Trucking payment proc'ess. On
Marie Cameron and jeceive the Kiwanis Community Service Award.  Dec. 9 the poinsettias

will be delivered to
your home.

Our Kiwanis “Three Blondes” are working
on a Christmas/Holiday Boutique Yard Sale.
This event will take place Thursday through Sun-

day, Nov. 18 through 21 at
37101 Ave. 12 in the
Madera Ranchos. Besides
enjoying holiday shopping,
you’ll get to meet our Kiwa-
nis “Three Blondes’”: Mona
Diaz, Debbie Farr and Ollia
Ridge. You can contact
Debbie Farr at 559-801-
7703 for more information.
At the conclusion of
our Oct. 7 meeting, we ac-
knowledged a very support-
ive Kiwanis member,
Verlaine Elinburg. She was
honored for her personal
commitment of housing the
Kiwanis meetings during

Verlaine Elinburg (right) re- COVID. The limited gather-

ceives the Kiwanis Honorary Mem-
ber Award from Ollia Ridge.

ing guidelines established
made meetings difficult but
Verlaine persevered. Verlaine received the well-
deserved Kiwanis Honorary Member Award for
her giving attitude.

New President Mona Diaz gave all mem-
bers a homework assignment at the end of the
meeting. Each member received a booklet en-
titled Tools for Success, a Kiwanis publication
for achieving club excellence. She asked that
we be prepared by the next meeting for discus-
sion and to explore what Martin Luther King,
Jr. meant when he stated, “Life’s most persist-
ent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing

for others?’”
www.RanchosKiwanis.com

10/21
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Click on “Local News” at
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Comedy and Song Showed Ranchos/Hills Seniors “Got Talent” on Sept. 30

By Margaret Tynan

Yes indeed, Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors Got Talent. Everyone in the au-
dience enjoyed the Sept. 30 evening
of comedy and song.
The show opened
with Mrs. Middy
Biddy, aka Martha
Suderman, deliver-
ing a prayer thank-
ing the Lord for
understanding  the
hilarious shortcom-
ings and quirks that
sometimes accom-
pany aging. Toward
the end of her list of
comical foibles,
Mrs. Biddy said, “I
won’t even mention
driving into the
wrong end of the car
wash ... people get so excited when
you do that. I don’t know why the
lady in the other car was screaming
like that ... I was just as surprised to
see her as she was to see me.”
Laughter continued later in the show

comedy.

“Mrs. Middy Biddy,” aka Martha
Suderman, opened the Ranchos/Hills
Got Talent Show with some serious

when Carol Wood took the stage
waring a sling on her left arm.
“Everyone is asking how I hurt my
arm. Well, the ‘injury’ is from all
the arm twisting that it took to get

me to perform
tonight.” She then
removed the sling

and proceeded to en-
tertain with a series
of funny one-liners,
drawing the audience

in with, “Did you
hear the one about
L2

Mary Orcutt’s

lovely voice filled
the room with her fa-
vorite Stephen Sond-
heim Broadway show
tune “In  Buddy’s
Eyes.” She was ac-
companied by Karen
Condon on the keyboard. The per-
formance met with enthusiastic ap-
plause. Mary sang solo at many
venues over the years and now sings
with a group on a regular basis. The
last singing performance of the

Pumpkin Succulent Classes

Fernwood

Gardens
12090 Fernwood Dr,
Madera, CA 93636

Nursery Hours
7 am-4 pm
Tues - Sun
Closed Monday

Spooky Garden Tours
Every Sunday through Halloween
8-10 pm ° Food, Drink & MORE

Ages 3 & under FREE
Ages 4-11 $5 each

10/21

12 and up $10 each

www. The Ranchos.com

evening was by Margaret Tynan.
She shared that she performed in
coffee houses in Chicago and in
Fresno in her younger years.
Though she plays the guitar, she
hasn’t for so long that the calluses
on her fingers are gone, making it
painful to play. So, she used inter-
net karaoke
YouTube accompa-
niment music with
the help of an iPad
and “Alexa.” The
very successful fun
evening ended with
an audience sing-
along. Too bad
Simon Cowell from
America’s Got Tal-
ent wasn’t able to
be there. I'm sure
he would have been
impressed.

Spend a pleas-
ant morning of Cof-
fee, Crafts and
Conversation on Thursday, Nov. 18
at 9:30 a.m. Eva McAtee will be
teaching us how to make lovely pa-
percraft cards, etc. for the holi-
days. This has been a very popular
event in the past, so we hope you’ll
join us. Sign up at the Center.

A combined Thanksgiving,
birthday and anniversary celebra-
tion is planned for Saturday, Nov.
20 at 2 p.m. for members at the
Center. The catered early dinner
will feature the traditional turkey
fare with the trimmings. It will be
wonderful to see everyone again
after having missed the Thanksgiv-
ing celebration last year due to the
pandemic. Be sure to come into the
Center to sign up and prepay by
Monday, Nov. 15. We’ll see you
there.

Mary  Orcutt

Gyeauliful savi

Sondheim’s Broadway show tune
“In Buddy'’s Eyes,” ccompanied
by Karen Condon on keyboard.

% OFF

With the holidays just around
the corner, the Nov. 6 Saturday
Sale is just the place to start your
shopping. The Garden Shop will be
open and the Treasure house has
lots of interesting and unique items
to choose from. The perfect gift
awaits you in the Boutique. Of
course, there will be
yummy items to
tempt you at the
Bake Sale. We’ll
see you at the Cen-
ter at 37330 Berk-
shire Dr. between 8
a.m. and noon.

The Exercise
Group meets every
Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at
the Center. The
moderate exercises
focus on flexibility,
strength and bal-
ance. It’s a great
way to get into and
stay in shape. If you enjoy playing
cards, join the group on Thursdays
at 12:30 for a friendly game of
“Hand and Foot” or any of a vari-
ety of games. (Note: there will be
no card game on Thursday, Nov.
20). The Writing Group meets
every other Monday at 2 p.m. on
Zoom. The meetings for the month
are on Nov. 8 and 22. We’d love to
have you join. Email Rosemary
Janis at rosemary@myrancho.net

The Ranchos/Hills Seniors are
thankful to the community for their
support throughout the year and
wish everyone a happy, healthy
Thanksgiving.

Thought for November: “A
thankful heart is not only the
greatest virtue, but the parent of
all the other virtues.” -- Cicero

sang Stephen
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Ana Giffn -~ Your Ranches ANON Rapesentative
209-598-3596
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Avnuz] Covarnum

Chrisbimes
Lighting C

Maywood Shopping Ce

The return of the original Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming
to the Maywood Center on Friday, Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. Come join in the
celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans
Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas
carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.
Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 10. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 13 at 10 a.m.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

Help o Foster Child
this Chwistmas
through the Golden Valle
Chamber of Commerce and CASA

Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster
child this Christmas by stopping by the
Chamber office and selecting an ornament
with a child’s name, age and gift request.
The requests range from everything from a
Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair
ribbons.Unwrapped
items must be turned in
to the Chamber office by
December 10.

Come to-the next meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 10 at C_a]!l 545t_'4001 for
37167 Ave: 12 at 6:30 p.mu Call 645-4001 for move info- more informaton.

Click on ““Local News’ at




] 37193 AVE 12 #3H |
MADERA, CA 93636

g gt g 2 L SUNDAY SERVICES AT 9 & 10:30 AM
P s CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
I'Tle = JR HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL 2ND SERVICE
=59 | YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE
A coS559) 481-6875 JR HIGH | MONDAVYS 7 - 8:30 PM
alal SR HIGH SCHOOL | WEDNESDAYS 7 - 9 PM

SEE YOU SUNDAVY!

www.The Ranchos.com
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The following will try to shed a lit-
tle bit of light on some of the complex
government architecture of water man-
agement such as DWR, SGMA, GSA,
GSP and IRWMG. These agencies are
playing a large role in the future of water
sustainability in our community.

To start, the California Department
of Water Resources (DWR) is responsi-
ble for the State of California's manage-
ment and regulation of water usage.

Laws passed by the California Leg-
islature related to water usage regulation
such as the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA) which estab-
lished goals for water sustainability and
has major implications on local control
of our water basins. The law establishing
SGMA was signed by Governor Brown
in 2014 with the goal of stopping over-
drafting and bringing groundwater basins
into balanced levels of pumping and
recharging. Based on that law, sustain-
ability must be reached by 2040.

SGMA has required that local
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies
(GSA’s) will manage our local basins
and adopt Groundwater Sustainability
Plans (GSP’s) toward that goal. The
Madera County Supervisors are the
board of directors of the Madera White
Area’s GSA. The “White Area” designa-
tion is the area not covered by a city or
water district.

The Integrated Regional Water Man-
agement Group’s (IRWMG) purpose is to
create a collaboration among all water

districts and agencies as well as Madera
County with a purpose of identifying and
implementing water management solu-
tions through grants given by DWR.

Any related questions may be sub-
mitted to SEMCU at the contacts below.

Upcoming Events

Madera Pomegranate, Fruit and
Nut Festival

Nov. 6 at 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Madera Chamber of Commerce
Tourism Alliance Committee invites you
to the festival.

Saturday, Nov. 6 from 10 a.m. to 5
p-m. at the Madera District Fairgrounds.

We at SEMCU are always interested
in adding to our Board and would appre-
ciate any nomination of community
members who are interested in helping
with ideas and the direction SEMCU
should move forward. If you are not
available, maybe you know of someone
that may be interested and could help our
community by spending one hour per
month at our monthly meeting. Although
the time required is minimal, the impor-
tance of caring for our community is in-
valuable.

As part of the practice of social dis-
tancing, our monthly board meetings take
place on the third Monday of each month
at 6 p.m. and will be held via telephone
conferencing. The public is invited and
encouraged to listen in and offer ideas of
projects that can help improve our com-
munity. To join in at 6 p.m. dial 312-757-
3221. When prompted dial the access
code 715657949 #.

To call SEMCU for more informa-
tion, call 559-363-9095 or you can
reach the organization by email at
info@ semcu.org. You can also visit the
website at www.semcu.org.

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

' FREE FABRIC |49 YEARS
| ESTIMATES | DISCOUNTS | EXPERIENCE !

Complete line of window
coverings and accessories

Ranchos resident
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The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

September was a great month, with the official recognition of National Library Card
Sign-up Month. We had a lot of fun giving away prizes for all the people who signed up for
new cards and can’t wait to continue helping everyone find whatever they need within the
library itself. October is a pretty slow month for us, but that gives us time to get everything
caught up and recovered from our busy summer season and prepare for the upcoming win-
ter. Throughout this time, | will be working on organizing and re-organizing various parts
of the library, so forgive me for the dust — | promise it will be worth it in the end. Expect
to see new signage up around the library to help with navigating the stacks, more accurately
alphabetized sections, ratings stickers on our DVD selection and many more improvements.

I touched on it last month, but now we have more finite details regarding our internet
lending abilities. We have five mobile hot spot devices that can be rented out from the library
(much like a book) for seven days at a time. We also have five Chromebooks that do not have
independent internet access available for checkout for 14 days at a time. These devices must
be returned inside the library during business hours and there are filters on the internet (the
same as those on our branch computers), but they offer access to internet and computers
where there may not be pre-existing access and we are so excited to be able to offer this to
our community.

Jerrica’s Shelf: Sword and Pen by Rachel Caine

This is the final book in the Great Library series that Caine has come up with and | was
so pleased with this whole series. | found it to be a unique and interesting take on what
would happen if the world put the pursuit of knowledge before that of anything else.

Imagine, if you will, a world where the library has complete power over everyone. The

More New Detalls Regarding Ranchos Library Internet Lending Abilities

government is essentially controlled by the
Great Library as they have decided that knowl-
edge is more important than anything else. In
this world you can read nearly anything you
want via a proxy book that will populate with
the pages of whatever book you want, simply
by writing the title and author on the front
page and then letting the magic do its work.
In this world, of course there will be rebels.
People who think that knowledge should be
free flowing to everyone and not filtered by
the magic that allows the books to be
copied into blanks, as who can tell if that is
really what was originally written or not.
The Great Library doesn’t allow the cir-
culation of original novels, so there must
be something hiding there and there must
be a way to access that as the general
public. These people call themselves
“burners,” and they seek to destroy the
Great Library as an institution and proclaim that lives
matter more than books.

Thus is the world that Rachel Caine has created and | absolutely adored my time in the
stories. Be sure to check them out.

10/21
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Hello 93636,

By the mid-1990s, many of Califor-
nia's traditional vocational education
programs were eliminated due to lack of
funding. Because of the loss of those vo-
cational education programs, California's
automotive repair industry has suffered
from a substantial technician shortage.
Sixty-six per cent of the current automo-
tive technicians are 45 years or older.
Less than three percent are 18-24. Be-
cause of the severe shortage of qualified
automotive repair technicians, some
local automotive repair facilities have
turned to technology for help. Employee
training and new-school technology has
helped improve efficiency and produc-
tion. Last year, after seven years of in-
vestment, [ lost a key employee. It took
nine months and three new hires to re-
place the skill set of one skilled techni-
cian. The strategy I employed to cope
with the technician shortage clearly was
inadequate.

Taking it Personally

The Fresno Select Group is an or-
ganization of NAPA AutoCare Center
owners working together to build our
businesses and positively impact our in-
dustry and communities.

Our first opportunity came last year
with the Fresno County Superintendent
of Schools Career Tech EXPO at
Chukchansi Park. The Career Fair pre-
sented a tremendous opportunity for us
to display our technology and speak with
hundreds of high school students about
opportunities within our local automo-
tive repair job market.

We took several vehicles and con-
nected our substantial new-school tech-
nology to demonstrate what we do.
Although we didn't know it at the time,
the four shops who participated -- instead
of being competitors -- began sharing
and supporting each other with difficult
vehicle diagnostics. Since we were all
using the same Pico digital storage os-
cilloscope technologies, we began shar-
ing waveforms, knowledge and
information. On Feb. 2 of this year, we
formed the Central California Pico Club
(CCPC). The CCPC is a grassroots ef-
fort of local independent auto repair fa-
cilities, purposed to train and teach us
and "Career Technology Education"
(CTE) instructors in the use of Picoscope
automotive technology.

At our monthly meetings we share infor-
mation, teach case studies, teach each other the
new Picoscope technology learned the previ-
ous month and we practice. Within the city
limits of Fresno there are only two public high
schools with a CTE automotive program:
Duncan Polytechnical and Central. It was very
fortuitous to us that Golden Valley Unified’s
former superintendent, Andrew Alvarado, was
the new superintendent of the Central Unified
School District so we started there. When we
contacted Superintendent Alvarado, he was
happy to have CCPC as advisors to his CTE
automotive program.

A Pleasant Surprise

When we visited the Central High School
facility, we were pleased to find Picoscope
Technology. The instructor, Robert, however
had not received training with the technology
and he was very receptive to learning. We in-
vited Robert to participate with us and within
four months he wrote a basic Picoscope cur-
riculum and began teaching it to his students.
Soon Duncan Polytechnical and Clovis High
School also joined CCPC. All three instructors
learn and train free of charge, side by side with
our technicians. I received an email from the
Fresno City College CTE Department [ would
like to share with you:

“Hi Warren, ... I recently became aware
of the Central California Pico Club. I would
like to schedule a meeting with you and attend
your events as an Educational Representative
from Fresno City College. We would also like
to partner with CCPC as an Educational Part-
ner and host a CCPC Meeting at our FCC Au-
tomotive Technology Campus. We would like
our students to attend your CCPC meetings
for the purpose of establishing a relationship
and providing our students with the newest Di-
agnostic Strategies and Diagnostic Tools and
Equipment available.

Martin S. Kamimoto, Instructor/Coordi-
nator, Automotive Technology, Fresno City
College™”

WOW! CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? The
CCPC will now have local high school in-
structors, junior college instructors, students
and our working technicians in the same build-
ing at the same time sharing the same tech-
nology and training. I'm very hopeful we will
collaborate and design a curriculum that will
facilitate entry level high school students up
to Associate of Science degrees from Fresno
City College. If our local small business/edu-
cator partnership model is successful, I expect
to see an improvement with our local automo-
tive technician shortage in about three years.

God Bless America and God Bless 93636.

Warren Parr, ASE Master, L1 Advanced
Level and Hybrid Certified

This column originally appeared in the
September 2019 issue of the Ranchos Inde-
pendent. -- Editor

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

by flooding the labor market with low-
wage labor?

Of course, the woke ruling class
makes out very well. The $60,000 taken
from your earnings over the next
decade will, for example, pay bonuses
of up to $50,000 each for reporters and
bloggers across the country who so
shamelessly do the Democrats’ bidding.
There are lavish handouts to ivy-league
universities and the fashionable elite
who buy $82,000 Teslas. There’s even

a new Civilian Climate Corps, presum-
ably filled with officious little climate
pioneers ever eager to report whose
chimney is smoking, who’s watering
their lawn on the wrong day and who’s
spreading forbidden climate disinfor-
mation.

The fine point of it comes down to
this: What makes the Democrats think
that socialism will work any better here
than everywhere else it’s been tried?

Congressman Tom McClintock rep-
resents California’s 4th Congressional
District.

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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RANCHOS P.O. BOX SPECIAL

say yes to a 6-month lease/GET 1 MONTH FREE!

say yes to a 12-month lease/GET 2 MONTHS FREE!
(available for NEW box customers only)

Sayyousawitin the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE.
By appointment only. 36027 Ruth
Ave. 8 a.m. - Noon. Call 559-645-
4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley

Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29

years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Housecleaning

Over 40 yars of experience -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-

Lu-
559-

struction clean up.
pePrado25@yahoo.com.
916-1528 or 650-771-2915

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RE-
CYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of
all recyclable materials includ-
ing newspaper, shredded paper,
containers, plastic, glass, alu-
minum and cardboard. Call
Diana at 999-6832.

Funds support Ranchos

community organizations.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-

HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed. Lic.
#719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home win-dows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured.

Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Sports Physicals only $35!

36754 AVE. 12 -

10/21

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing

660-5262

10 ADUERTISE
(ALl
pé5-0634

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the di-
agram by following the arithmetic
signs in the order they are given
(that is, from left to right and top
to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to com-
plete its blank squares and use
each of the nine numbers only
once.

©2021 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

GO FIGURE! by Linda Thistie

- X 16
X - X

- X 18
a B B

- X 6
13 sl s N

1234567729

by Linda Thistle

9 1 -
6|9 8|3
5 2
6 8
5 7 3
1(3 4
4|3 5 9
6 2 7
8|6 5

©2021 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

StranSe
‘BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

* You're more likely to die on your way to
purchase a lottery ticket than you are to
actually win the lottery. ¢ Stenocereus
Eruca, commonly known as the Creeping
Devil, is a species of cactus that lies on the
ground and grows at one end while the
other end slowly dies "creeping" (grow-
ing) up to 2 feet a year. It can also clone it-
self to survive. « Babe Ruth paid a fan $20
to return the baseball he hit for his 700th
career home run. « When he retired in
1990 after molding 1.4 billion crayons,
Crayola's most senior crayon molder,
Emerson Moser, revealed he was actually
blue-green color blind. « In 2017, social
robot Sophia was given citizenship by
Saudi Arabia -- the first robot to be given
legal personhood anywhere in the world.
» The Western lowland gorilla’s scientific
name is Gorilla gorilla gorilla. » Speak-
ing of names, SpongeBob was originally
created as SpongeBoy, but Nickelodeon
discovered that the moniker was already
copyrighted by a mop. ¢ Using &%#@$
instead of swear words is called a
Grawlix. « In Singapore, if you walk
naked in your own house, it’s a possible
fine of $1,136,

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Patriotic Lessons
from a Basketball Game

By Betty Van Valkenburg

The following was published in the
Ranchos Independent in 2015, but its
message seems to be even more impor-
tant and applicable today.

I love God, country, family and
friends. And basketball.

My husband and | have been
Fresno State season ticket holders for
probably 40 years and have seen many
game highlights, thrilling victories and
agonizing defeats. But the total experi-
ence of one of last season’s games im-
pressed me in many ways.

Because | had recently undergone
knee surgery and couldn’t comfortably
walk down steps to my regular seat sur-
rounded by rabid fans, | found a vacant
top-row aisle seat at the Save Mart Cen-
ter, rested my weary knee and observed
rather than participated in the usual fan-
atic frenzy.

This is what | enjoyed watching
from my comfortable bird’s eye view.
A Different View

Everyone in the arena stood for the
National Anthem and faced the Ameri-
can flag hanging over Section 109 —
with hats removed, most with hands
over hearts, and all silent and respect-
ful. 1 fought back tears as | have so
many times during stirring renditions of
the Star-Spangled Banner. “Everyone
in the arena” (court crew, cheer leaders,
coaches, players, fans, arena staff, in-
vited guests) included different ages,
sizes, races, ethnicities, political per-
suasions and economic circumstances.

We cheered or applauded before
taking our seats when the anthem
ended, only to rise again at the start of
the game and remain standing, as is the
custom, until the home team — our team
— made its first basket (which on that
particular night took much too long for
my comfort).

From the beginning our team was
missing two starters, so other players
had to step up. Then another starter
went down with an injury, our starting
guard warmed the bench more than the
fans wanted, and a freshman became
our unexpected all-star.

Fans cheered for their respective
teams: Fresno State and San Diego State.
Although greatly outnumbered, San
Diego fans rooted against the home team
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Real Estate

“Real estate is

my lifel | make

your real estate
dreams a reality.”

10/21

with no fear of reprisal. A man sitting

near me chanted “San — Di-e-go — State”
throughout; and | appreciated, or maybe
just tolerated, his enthusiasm and then
cheered as loudly as I could for Fresno.

Our team members came in all
sizes and shapes, from 6” 1” to 6’10”
and weights up to 285 pounds. They
hailed from the local area as well as
Texas, Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma
State, Minnesota, Los Angeles, Nevada
and Arizona. But they were, and played
as, a cohesive team.

At the end of the first half, we were
down by a point.

Non-stop halftime activities enter-
tained and inspired the crowd; at least
they did for those of us who hadn’t
rushed out to the concourse for food or
beverage. A member of the military was
introduced and honored by a standing
ovation. Student athletes ringed the
court as they were acknowledged for in-
dividual achievement and the best col-
lective GPA average ever. Fans
clamored for the pizza giveaway. The
dance cam caught some amazing and
not-so-amazing moves. The “blimp”
dropped coupons to waving hands. The
audience-member free-throw contest
was the usual hit, with winners and los-

ers equally cheered by the crowd.

Down to the wire, we squeaked out an
exciting one-point win. Fresno State’s team
and fans went wild. San Diego State’s team
and fans didn’t. Coaches shook hands. Op-
posing players acknowledged each other.
Fans stayed a little longer than usual, en-
joying the win and the camaraderie. Even-
tually, players headed to the locker rooms
and fans to their cars.

An American Experience

I limped away feeling uplifted by the
exciting win and the totally American ex-
perience: Winning against all odds, giving
one’s all for the cause, never giving up,
coming together as a team, freely advocat-
ing for one’s chosen side, exhibiting en-
thusiastic but peaceful “partisanship,” and
respecting the rights of others to disagree.

If only America as a whole would fol-
low this example. Or have we become so
divided and so polarized along political,
racial, income and other lines that we may
never again be one team/one nation?

Perhaps the political arena could learn
from the basketball arena. Everyone plays
by the same rules. Real leaders unite rather
than divide. Referees follow the rules, and
not the loudest voices. Equality of outcome

is not guaranteed. Playing time (success) is
earned, not bestowed. And last, but not
least, leaders/coaches who don’t deliver on
their promises lose their jobs. (I particu-
larly like that last one.)

We can dream.

October 2021, update:

“Way back” in 2015, our country was
already under attack from those deter-
mined to shred the Constitution’s guaran-
tees of individual liberty and limited
government and to “fundamentally change
America.”” Neither back then, nor after the
Trump administration’s many successes,
could we have imagined the total chaos in-
flicted in such a short time by the
Biden/Democrat lunacy: Border invasions;
the Afghanistan debacle and abandonment
of Americans behind enemy lines; pur-
poseful reduction of oil supplies; doubling
gas prices; rampant inflation; out-of-
control crime rates; wanton destruction of
cities and businesses; vilification and dis-
mantling of police forces; failure of schools
to provide basic education while teaching
racial hatred as well as sex instruction to
first graders; and the destructive and con-
flicting coronavirus policies, lockdowns
and mandates. May God help us.

e Update window treatments to com-
pensate for dropping temperatures.
Trade your sheers for sturdy, draft-

blocking panels.

* To easily get keys on a keychain, use a
staple remover to create an opening to slip
the keys on. It is very effective and will
keep you from getting frustrated.

* When hammering a nail, try this save-
your-finger trick: Use a clothespin to hold
the nail steady, and then use your hammer to
drive it in. Hammering into the wall? Push
the nail through a strip of cardboard, and
then hold the cardboard over the right spot.
No more banged-up fingers or thumbs!

* "At a party, someone spilled a cup of red
wine on one of my throw pillows. I love
the pillow, since it is just the right size
and really soft, but I could not get the
stain out. So | covered it with a new fab-
ric. I ended up doing all the assorted pil-
lows in the same fabric, and it made a big
change in the room. | wish | had done it
sooner.” -- I.F. in Pennsylvania

* Bringing some plants indoors? Use sty-
rofoam packing peanuts in the bottom of
pots when planting. They aren't as heavy

as rocks, but they do just as good a job. It
makes the pots easier to move around
should you need to.

e "For easy-cleanup pancakes, use a
turkey baster to 'squirt' the batter in the
griddle or skillet. No drips, and it usually
results in a pretty good circle, too!" -- A.J.
in Florida

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Business Directory * Business Directory * Business Directory ¢ Business Directory

Lic. #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -
+ efficient ¢ reliable + cost-effective .l Beau

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS+SIDEWALKS*COMMERCIAL*RESIDENTIAL
Jdose Lope=
559-779-0401

| HAIRCUTS

S

Senlors Thursdays ONLY $11!

439-2004

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying ¢ Civil Engineering * Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY! :
! For a free consultation, visit 1
: our Madera Ranchos office! 1

1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849 :
:_ www.bedrockeng.com |

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

674-1663

same day service

LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

559-454-8060

CA LIC. #934774

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

(all559-242-6352

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

WE PICK YOU UP!

5592750157

Yard cleanups & hauling * Weed control

MARION POOL
SERVICE O REPAIR
* Weekly Service
* Equipment
* Supplies
* Residential

3rd Monday of the month < 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

locally owned
propane company
in the Ranchos

959-831-2937

At & C/mﬁ‘%m ‘ 75/4'41“” * Woed Jtems 7:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. Lawn g.vg:‘:;ieg i;eg:;«;ﬁ -sllg:'/rlzéinance ¢ Drams.' UpStIaIrt%' Cor(';lmerclal
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts MONDAY - FRIDAY (nota 'Xcensed cg;rtractor) Covermg Call Gina Loca y Uwne
5 59_8 2 4_63 36 “Homerocn fecling. Ranchos call Mag Anaya Jr. “&"‘t’#:tgg:]ﬁ;ﬁ%"ey at 559-289- ?:TI 251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
” sidel 11 "
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway) big city ceruice/ S 559-974-1357 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after 5 p.m.
* TIRES
*ALIGNMENTS
ll ° WHEEL & 3\N0§ Interior & Exterior
F (o] g the TIRE * Sp'e;ia/iz_intg in
- . epaints
communi ty L4 = e you can . PA CKI:‘;IS;TE z Rental, Residential
bythe (Nignpleiuicany LOWERING e
communlty- b 4:5— 5{32 4: KITS BONDED & Reda_sh;'ng & AcL
The ONLY ° FREE TIRE INSURED coustical Removal
5 59-363-909 5 MAINTENANCE LIC. #589140 Color Matching

559-481-6875

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos

info@acts176.com

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

Click on “Local News” at
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645-0634

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You're moving from a relatively stable situation to one that appears
to be laced with perplexity. Be patient. You'll eventually get answers to help clear up the
confusion around you.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A vexing situation tempts you to rush to set it all straight. But it's best
to let things sort themselves out so that you can get a better picture of the challenge you're facing.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Financial matters could create some confusion, especially with a
torrent of advice pouring in from several sources. Resist acting on emotion and wait for the facts
to emerge.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) That goal you've set is still in sight and is still in reach. Stay with
the course that you're on. Making too many shifts in direction now could create another set of
problems.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It might be time to confront a trouble-making associate and demand
some answers. But be prepared for some surprises that could lead you to make a change in some
long-standing plans.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Congratulations. You're making great progress in sorting
out all that confusion that kept you from making those important decisions. You're on your way
now.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A difficult experience begins to ease. That's the good news.
The not-so-good news is a possible complication that could prolong the problem awhile longer.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your self-confidence gets a much-needed big boost as
you start to unsnarl that knotty financial problem. Expect some help from a surprising source.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Congratulations. Any lingering negative
aftereffects from that not-so-pleasant workplace situation are all but gone. It's time now to focus
on the positive.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your self-confidence grows stronger as you continue to
take more control of your life. Arrange for some well-earned fun and relaxation with someone special.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) As usual, you've been concerned more about the needs
of others than your own. You need to take time for yourself so that you can replenish all that spent
energy.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Stronger planetary influences indicate a growing presence of
people eager to help you navigate through the rough seas that might mark your career course.

Born this Week.

You can balance emotion and Logic, which qives you the n]n’litv
to make choices that are more likely than not to prove successful.

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

MAGIC MAZE @ AMUSEMENT
6Ic ¢ RIDES

TOQONKHEBYWTROLIJG
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally

Unlisted clue hint: Creature With Eight Tentacles
Booster Kamikaze Rainbow Tornado
Fireball Log Flume Rotor Troika
Freefall Monster Speed Twist
Frisbee Orbiter Tagada

2021 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MEASUREMENTS: What period of
time is represented by a triennial?

2. MOVIES: Which actress is the voice of
Jessica Rabbit in "Who's Afraid of Roger
Rabbit?"?

3. LANGUAGE: What word represents the
letter E in the radio phonetic alphabet?

4. TELEVISION: What is the name of the
alternate dimension in Netflix's original
series "Stranger Things"?

5. ART: What is alebrije?

6. COMICS: What was superhero
Deadpool's real name?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which mammal
has the shortest gestation period at
11 days?

8. LITERATURE: What did Hagrid name
his Norwegian Ridgeback dragon in J.K.
Rowling's "Harry Potter" books?

9. HISTORY: Who was Time magazine's
first man/person of the year?

10. GEOGRAPHY: What are the official
languages of Haiti?

ANswers
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113 (114 {115 116 M7
118 119 120 121
122 123 124 . 125
ACROSS 49 1930s-'40s 96 End of the 6 Razor option 48 Shaw of 82 Whine like a
1 Spot's threat prez riddle 7 Certain swing baby
4 Bacteria- 50 Church 100 “Woe is me!” parallelogram 50 “Valiant 83 Yodeling
growing gel vestibule 104 “The 8 Drive back attempt!” comeback
8 Crevices 53 Classical Mummers' 9 “Maybe” 51 Aspiration 84 Banned
13 Having intro? Dance” 10 Shortcoming 52 Just-prior orchard spray
the most 54 Riddle, part 3 singer 11 Ex-Yankee periods 86 Currency of
wisdom 59 It may take McKennitt Martinez 55 Egg Laos
19 Glasgow the cake 105 No longer 12 Appear middles 90 Dined at
refusal 61 “— Sexy” relevant 13 Miserly 56 Work fill-in someone
20 “Space (1992 #1 hit 106 Classic 14 Sound 57 Goya's gold else’s place
Ghost” song) arcade name engineer’s 58 Cedar 92 Embellished
cartoonist 62 Clapton of 107 Riddle’s console cousin 93 Haughty sort
Alex rock answer 15Smilingone 60 “Fat chance!” 94 Band's lineup
21 Actress 63 Bernstein's 113 All-terrain 16 Swelled head 63 — about of gig songs
Kemper of “Candide,” for military 17 Resident of a (close to) 95 Fills up
“The Office” one vehicle gaming “City” 64 Mark in 97 “Gas Food
22 Swollenand 67 Early Oscar 116 Clipped, asa 18 NFL scores “pinata” Lodging”
distended winner sheep 24"I's the —an 65 “Grand” director
23 Central North Jannings 117 Many a era’ Rockies Allison
Carolina city 68 Riddle, part 4 magic trick 28 Rowboat pair peak 98 Tennis player
25747, say 72 Fought (for) 118 Give support 29 Satisfied sigh 66 Wise saying Shriver
26 Often-used 73 Lookfora 119 Sizable 33 Victor's gloat 68 Herr’s “no” 99 Appear
expressions therapist, say 120 Sulky state 34 “Titanic" actor 69 Pot for 101 Lasso
27 Startof a 75 Poi base 121 Malt product Billy arroz con 102 Colorful ring
riddle 76 River mouth 122 Some online 35 Petro- pollo of anatomy
30 “Three Times deposit greetings Canada rival 70 “Poppycock!” 103 Writer
—" (1978 hit 77 Goviaboat 123 Possessed 37 Time — half 71 With Sheldon
song) 78 Riddle, part 5 124 GI's “lullaby” 38 Square type 46-Across, 106 Lies against
31 Hay unit 82"—culpal” 125 Longest river 39 Meg of “1.Q." brand of 108 Port of
32Beingreat  85Howa of Scotland 40 Three feet frozen fries Norway
anguish winding path 41 “Poppycock!” 74 Is in first 109 Tum to liquid
36 Trainee, e.g. proceeds DOWN 43 “Should that place 110 Trumpet, e.g.
37 Riddle, part2 87 Partof RBlor 1 Chew on be true ..." 76 “—be shy” 111 Forearm part
42 Diplomat’s ERA persistently 46 Brown, 78 Bona — 112 Radar image
skill 88 Dir. from Ariz. 2 In an overly Penn and (real) 113 Color tone
44 Former to Ky. hasty way Harvard 79 Lena of 114 Scanned
NBAer Ming 89 Dazzling 3Holdanew 47 “The Silence “Havana” market ID
45 Gets wrinkles success trial for of the Lambs” 80 Grand — 115 Deg. for
out of 91 Despot Amin -~ 4 Up a tree director (auto race) many an
46 See 71-Down 92 Gives ahand 5 Silly mistake Jonathan 81 Drive out exec
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When possible, SEMCU
may be able to include
approved advertisements of events
for our community on THIS page.

Contact SEMCU at 559-363-9095 or info@semcu.org

, Until further notice, :

. the regular SEMCU meetings

’ will take place ’
via teleconference.

Our next meeting is Monday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m.
The teleconference numberis 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.
Please let us know if you have any questions.



