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What is the decennial
census?
Every 10 years, the
federal government conducts a population count
of everyone in the United
States. Data from the
census provide the basis
for distributing more than
$675 billion in federal
funds annually to communities across the country to support vital
programs — impacting
housing,
education,
transportation, employment, health care, and
public policy. They also
are used to redraw the
boundaries of congressional and state legislative
districts
and
accurately determine the
number of congressional
seats each state has in the U.S. House
of Representatives.
Why is it important to me?
Responding to the census is not
only your civic duty; it also affects
the amount of funding your community receives, how your community
plans for the future, and your representation in government. Specifically, data from the 2020 Census are
used to:
Ensure public services and funding for schools, hospitals, and fire departments.
Plan new homes and businesses
and improve neighborhoods.
Determine how many seats your
state is allocated in the House of Representatives.
When will I complete the census?
The next census will take place in
2020. Beginning in mid-March, people will receive a notice in the mail to
complete the 2020 Census. Once you
receive it, you can respond online. In
May, the U.S. Census Bureau will
begin following up in person with
households that haven’t responded to
the census.
How can I respond?
In 2020, for the first time ever,
the U.S. Census Bureau will accept
responses online, but you can still respond by phone or mail if you prefer.
Responding should take less time
than it takes to finish your morning
coffee.
What information will be requested?
The decennial census will collect
basic information about the people
living in your household. When com-

pleting the census, you should count
everyone who is living in your household
on April 1, 2020.
What information will not be requested?
The Census Bureau will never ask
for:
• Social Security numbers.
• Bank or credit card account
numbers.
• Money or donations.
• Anything on behalf of a political
party.
Will my information be kept confidential?
Strict federal law protects your census responses. It is against the law for
any Census Bureau employee to disclose

or publish
any census
information
that
identifies
an individual. Census
Bureau employees
take a lifelong pledge
of confidentiality
to handle
data
responsibly
and keep
respondents’ information
private.
The penalty for wrongful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or
imprisonment for up to 5 years, or both.
No law enforcement agency (not the
DHS, ICE, FBI, or CIA) can access or
use your personal information at any
time. Data collected can only be used
for statistical purposes that help inform
important decisions, including how
much federal funding your community
receives.
The Census Bureau has a robust cybersecurity program that incorporates
industry best practices and federal security standards for encrypting data.
Where can I go to learn more?
You can learn more about the 2020
Census by visiting 2020census.gov.

Ave. 9 Lane Closure Starts Oct. 28

Troubled Vets
Get 2nd Chance
Often, U.S. Military veterans have
a hard time reacclimating to civilian
life. Sometimes that difficulty manifests itself in criminal activity, sometimes in drug usage, sometimes in
homelessness and sometimes in suicide.
Justice for Vets, and the Veteran
Treatment Courts, started in Buffalo,
New York in the 1990s. In the New
York Drug and Mental Health Treatment Courts, Associate Judge Robert
Russell noticed Veterans helping Veterans in his court and reasoned that
peer support could help other Veterans
involved in the court process. Seeking
the help of the local VA Medical Center, the beginnings of the Justice for
Vets group came together in 2008.
Development of Veteran Justice
Outreach Coordinators at the VA followed in 2009. There are now 22 coun-

ties in California employing Veteran
Treatment Courts and over 350 in the
U.S. Madera County started working
on a Veteran Treatment Court in March
of 2015 after Judge Ernest J. LiCalsi
returned from a National Drug Court
Institute Seminar. He contacted and enlisted help from fellow Judge, Honorable Dale J. Blea. Together they
collaborated with other County departments and reached out to the VA Central California Veterans Health Care
System.
The Madera County Veteran Treatment Court started in June of the same
year. The first years there were several
changes due to learning curves of what
works and what doesn’t, and personnel
changes, but as the result of this hard
work, Madera County Superior Court
announced a Graduation Presentation

Please see VETS on P. 4
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of eight individuals this month who successfully completed their course of treatment and court requirements. The eight
were graduated on Saturday, Oct. 19 at
the Madera VFW Post on north Granada.
The Veterans were honored for their hard
work, efforts and tenacious dedication.
The Court, in cooperation with the
Central California Veterans Health Care
System provides a supportive method of
both treatment – to address underlying
issues – and restitution, as appropriate,
for a positive outcome. The goal being to
return a productive member to society
and reduce repeat offenses, Veteran suicides, homelessness, anger and frustrations that lead to acts of violence.
California has two laws offering Veterans, under certain conditions, reduction
of sentences if they agree to Court-imposed treatment terms. The Graduates
are from the Court Diversion program

and Treatment Program. The Diversion
Program is meant for misdemeanor and
non-receptive offenders, while the Treatment Program is for certain felony and
receptive offenders. All offenses have to
have a relation or link to military causes,
typically PTSD or head injuries.
Currently, newly elected Marine Veteran Judge Brian Austin is Presiding
Judge for this Specialty Superior Court.
Recently elected District Attorney, Army
Veteran Sally Orme-Moreno, has also
stepped in as the District Attorney. The
current Mentor Coordinator is Thomas
Zonsius, who is working with the Veteran
Treatment Court team in formalizing the
program and developing it along the lines
of the National Justice for Vets Programs.
There is a continuing need for volunteer mentors and members to fulfill the
“Veterans helping Vets” motto. The
Court holds sessions on the second and
fourth Mondays at 1:30 p.m. For more
information refer to JusticeforVets.org

GO
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Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS
this season and all year long
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Editorial

Time to Beat the Dead Horse
By Randy Bailey
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Facebook really is a two-edged
sword. It can be grotesquely infuriating at times, then it turns around and
offers up timely, useful information.
Yin and yang.
Sweet and sour.
Right and wrong.
Part of Facebook’s “two-edged
sword” attributes is its immediacy.
Used to be, if there was an accident on
Avenue 12 for example, it was only
witnessed and reported by those who
were actually there and saw it. And
then they only shared the information
with a small circle of friends and then
the story died a natural death.
Not anymore.
Now if something happens,
BOOM! It’s on Facebook and in a matter of moments it’s making the rounds
throughout the Ranchos faithful. I
sometimes think people post on Facebook before dialling 911 and getting
emergency personnel on scene. And
everyone who receives the information
feels compelled to add to the story in
some small way. I think it must be
human nature to want to embellish a
story. No one wants to feel like a lump
on the floor just receiving information
with nothing constructive to add to the
discussion. So after a very short while,
ideas and concepts have conjecture
added in for good measure and conclu-

“We need a
government
that is confident not
of what it
can do, but
of what the
people can
do.”

sions are reached and then the process
gets repeated over and over. It’s
what’s called an “echo chamber.” An
echo chamber is a situation where
ideas and beliefs are reinforced
through repetition in a closed system
that doesn’t really allow for alternative
or competing ideas.
As mentioned above, the immediacy issue is a problem. There are people who still aren’t sure who shot
Kennedy in Dallas almost 60 years
ago, but they can see an accident and,
based on their perspective, tell you
who was at fault, what their motivation
was for committing such a heinous act,
what kind of person they are and their
liklihood of doing it again. All from a
split-second occurrence, reinforced by
others who didn’t see or have any
knowledge of what happened, and now
bouncing off the walls of the echo
chamber.
The other problem with the immediacy factor is it can make something seem like its happening a lot
more than it is. You would think that
school shootings were a national epidemic, but reality says differently. In
2018, National Public Radio revealed
that two-thirds of school shootings reported in 2015-2016 never actually
happened. One example was a suicidal man in Michigan who decided to
take his life in his car at 1 in the
morning in the parking lot of a school
that had been shuttered for seven
months. No teachers, no students.
What statistics was it added to?
School shootings.
In journalism school -- at least in
the old days -- you only reported on
things you knew to be fact. If you
weren’t sure you could still report on
it, but words like alleged and suspected and purported had better be
part of your story. Primarily we were
covering our own behinds so we
wouldn’t get sued, but the bigger picture was alleged and suspected and
purported were the truth.
You don’t know what you don’t
know. The problem today is a lot of
people don’t know stuff and they don’t
know that they don’t know it. Their
mouth is open so they had better put
some words in it. Now. And a lot.
It’s free advice time, understanding that advice is worth what you pay
for it. Ready? Stop, take a deep breath
and think first.
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Quivering Halloween Me
A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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So, as it turns out … I’m
a big chicken. It’s not that I
thought I was extraordinarily
brave or anything, but I didn’t think I was a whimpering
mass of neurosis that couldn’t handle a little Halloween
haunted corn maze. Turns
out, that’s exactly who I am.
I love the spooky season.
Cool weather. Playing dress
up. Christmas hiding in the
back of Walmart just waiting sadly mistaken. I’m grateful I
to jump out and take over. I wasn’t caught on camera …
see you, Mr. Blow Up Snow- that I know of.
man, wait your turn! My love
I went to one of those
for this time of year came pumpkin patch places with a
from my dad. This was al- group of my friends. I’m not
ways his favorite season. sure I’ve ever really bought
Christmas belonged to my into the idea of driving out
mother, and it was an event into the middle of nowhere to
in our household, but Hal- spend a small fortune on a
loween was when my dad pumpkin that costs seven and
shined.
a half times more than one
Not that he needed it to be from the grocery store down
Halloween to scare me. In- the street. Seems like a waste
stead
of
of
money
Mother Goose
when you are
and
Dr.
In
all
seriousness just going to
Seuss,
dad
though, at this point I gut and mutiwould put me
late it in the
have thought I name
to
bed
by would
of
telling
me would be completely de- s p o o k y
scary stories. sensitized to a silly little s h e n a n i g a n s
F r o m k i l l e r s h a u n t e d a t t r a c t i o n . We l l , a n y w a y . W h a t
curling up at
that thought went out the I didn’t know
the side of
was that it
when
I
went was
the bed and window
much
licking
a through that stupid corn more
than
girl’s hand so maze.
just an expenshe thinks he
sive
and
is her dog to
o v e r r a t e d
crazy-eyed,
pumpkin garhomicidal maniacs hiding in den. It had a haunted corn
the backseat with a hatchet. maze, a haunted barn, zombie
Really, it’s no wonder I have apocalypse paintball, various
a sick and twisted sense of other carnivalesque games
humor. Thanks, Dad.
and touted an exceptional
In all seriousness though, barbecued
brisket
that
I
at this point I would have never actually got to try.
thought I would be com- Turns out, I lose my appetite
pletely desensitized to a silly after being frightened to the
little
haunted
attraction. point of near death, who
Well, that thought went out knew? All in all, it was one
the window when I went of those times where I was
through that stupid corn quite glad to have followed
maze. I mean, I don’t love the crowd.
people jumping out at me, so
Though my favorite part
I knew I was going to scream was pelting zombies with
quite a bit. I didn’t, however, paintballs and probably could
think at any point I was have just done that all night,
going to turn into a quivering
Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
lump of spineless flesh. I was

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com
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Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)
Tue-Sat 12-6 • Sun-Mon Appointment Only
Check us out on Instagram and
Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

Look Good and Feel Great
Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.
call Juan and Maria at

559-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com
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www.chadstrucking.com

CA #441782

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

the group wanted to do the
corn maze, so I went with the
flow. They people in the maze
couldn’t touch you, they gave
us that warning before we went
in, all they could do was pop
out at you and how bad could
that be? I grew up with my
dad; what could they possibly
come up with that he hadn’t
already done in one of the
many haunted houses he created in my childhood? I was
wrong. I was wrong and I will
tell you this: I’m half convinced my father actually designed this corn maze of pure
terror as payback for all the
Halloweens I haven’t spent
with him as an adult.
Things you thought were
fake turned out to be very
much alive and would follow
you until they herded you into
something like a swamp. A
creepy, green, steaming swamp
where you couldn’t see below
your waist, but you could most
certainly feel things brushing
by your legs. You would make
a left turn and come face to
face with a murderous looking
clown, only to turn around and
have your retreat path blocked
by three of his homicidal
friends, so you scream and run
headfirst into a wall of cornstalks and fall over backward.
Don’t think a row of corn can
feel like a wall of cement? Try
running full speed into one in

the dark. No one can convince
me that one of those clowns
wasn’t a real serial killer. Believe me, my friends have
tried. They clearly didn’t get a
good look in those clowns’
eyes. Those were stone cold
eyes of death and I narrowly
escaped with my life. There
are probably bodies piling up
all over that pumpkin patch.
My friends think I’m being
silly, but that place is the perfect forum for hiding multiple
homicides. Yes, I was scared.
Yes, as it turns out, I’m a yellow-bellied, lily-livered coward. But hear me out: There’s
not enough light and you move
through it too fast to be able
to tell the difference between
real
gore
and
simulated.
Everyone is screaming and
there’s the sounds of chainsaws and chopping noises
everywhere you go. What better place to hide murder and
dead bodies than in plain sight
where no one actually expects
anything to be real? There’s
also the fact that there was no
one at the end of the maze who
counted the people who exited.
For all they know, a thousand
people went in but only nine
hundred and eighty-two came
out. I am convinced I’m the
only person who sees this
place for what it really is: A
murder field disguised as a
pumpkin patch where the mystery meat is not a mystery you
actually want to solve!

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”

Speci
AUTO A alizing in
CCIDEN
TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

the Ranchos Independent

www.The Ranchos.com
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36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262
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Pumpkin Anyone?
(October 2009)

ware dish.)
In a large bowl blend a packaged
spice cake mix with two cubes melted
butter.
Drop this mixture by spoonfuls on
top of the pie mixture in the casserole
dish.
Bake at 350 for about 1 ½ hours.
Now I ask you – doesn’t that sound
good? How about a big spoon of this
with a blob of whipped cream on it – or
a scoop of vanilla ice cream. Yummy!
The following pumpkin bread
recipes are for everyone, but especially
for the lady that called the office and requested them and before I could get
back to her, I misplaced her phone number. The first one is my mother’s:
Pumpkin Nut Bread
1 C margarine
3 C sugar
3 eggs
1 large can pumpkin
3 C sifted all purpose flour
1 ½ tsp salt
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp cloves
½ tsp nutmeg
1 tsp vanilla
2 C chopped nuts
1 C raisins
Cream together margarine and
sugar. Beat in eggs, add pumpkin and
vanilla, mixing well. Sift together dry
ingredients, blend with pumpkin mixture. Add nuts and raisins.
Bake in loaf pans for 40 to 45 minutes in preheated 350 oven.
The following recipe is my sister
Faye’s (Randy’s mom). You will notice
it doesn’t take any eggs.
Faye’s Pumpkin Bread
Oven 350 Yield – 3 loaves
1 can pumpkin
4 C sugar
1 C oil
Mix together, then add to pumpkin
mixture:
2 tsp baking soda
2 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp cloves
1 tsp nutmeg
1 tsp salt
5 C flour
Bake in prepared pans 70 minutes

Call for an inspection TODAY!
10/19

Aluminum Cans
$1.80/pound*
(25 lbs. or more)

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 11/25/19

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

call for the
cateriNngEWme
nu!
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Here we are in autumn already. I
love the fall time of the year – not real
cold yet, and a lot cooler than what we
have been through. Probably the only
people that don’t like this weather are at
PG&E. We can open our windows and
doors and enjoy!
What do you usually think of when
this time of year gets here? Football
games? Beautiful orange and red leaves
on the trees (and then you have to rake
the lousy things up)? Halloween? Pumpkins! For the past 14 years I have picked
up Randy’s, and then Adam’s, kids after
school at Sierra View and I loved to sit
there and watch the little ones on the
days they came back to the school after
their trip to the Pumpkin Patch. What
excitement! They were so protective of
their precious treasure. They hung on to
it like the star football player running
with the ball to the goal line. Hopefully
they all had someone at home that could
help them make that all important Jack
‘O Lantern.
Although pumpkin pie is not my favorite, my mom did make delicious
ones. She usually made two for Thanksgiving except when she knew her grandson Steve would be there, then she
would always make a couple extras. She
didn’t have any secret recipe, not even
one written on her cards. Her recipe was
on the back of a can of Libby’s pumpkin. Each large can will make two pies.
In going through mama’s recipe
cards, I found this one. She has cut it out
of a newspaper and taped it to one of her
cards so I will copy it as it is. If you
can’t make good pie crust (like me) or
just don’t like to make pie crust, this
recipe would be ideal. And, it sounds
good too!
No Crust to Screw Up
Stick it in the oven and forget it for
an hour and half. Easy, peasy. My 11
year old could have made it last year or
the year before! But wait, Sara’s recipe
is as good as her story:
Make the pumpkin-pie mixture
from the large can of Libby’s pumpkin.
Pour it into a large deep casserole.(I’d
say she used about a 3 quart Corning-

by Jean Briner

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping
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E d i t o r ’s N o t e : Wi t h t h e
passing of Aunt Jean, I
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and I hope you enjoy them
all over again.

We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills areas.

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.
645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
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In Memoriam

CALL US!
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Got a holding tank to ﬁll? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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Jean “Aunt Jean” Briner
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July 29, 1934 -- September 23, 2019

Say you saw it in the
www.The Ranchos.com

Ranchos Independent

Jean was born in Chowchilla to Orville and Gladys Briner on July 29, 1934.
She was the oldest of five children. Other than a short period of time spent in San
Francisco during WWII, where her father worked in the shipyards as a welder,
she spent her entire life in the Central San Joaquin Valley, first in Chowchilla,
then in Fresno and finally in Clovis.
Most of Jean’s education was through the Chowchilla school system, culminating in graduating from Chowchilla High in 1952. She worked in Chowchilla at
the local library in high school and considered becoming a librarian, but instead
followed the path of bookkeeping and attended 4Cs College in Fresno where she
learned the skills she would incorporate the rest of her life. After graduation, she
applied her bookkeeping talents locally by going to work for Robertson Trucking
and then Neal Russell, both as a bookkeeper. She opened her own bookkeeping
service for several years then moved to Fresno where she held several different
bookkeeping jobs, including accountant Rod Stock, Audrey Stock’s late husband.
Then, one day, she went to work for Yosemite Waters where she worked over 20
years until her retirement. Finding retirement boring, for the past 12 years she
worked when she felt like it for her nephew Randy Bailey doing the books for the
Ranchos Independent, and discovered a new vocation: Newspaper columnist. Her
“Aunt Jean’s Ranchos Recipes” became the most read column in the paper. Jean
loved Jesus Christ, politics, crocheting and “magic” oil painting like Bill Alexander and Bob Ross.
She also loved being “Aunt Jean.” She had it written on her car’s license
plates. It was her email address. It was the name of her newspaper column. Everyone seemed to know her as “Aunt Jean.” She had six nephews and two nieces that
further provided her with great-nephews and great-nieces, carrying the Aunt Jean
name well into posterity.
Jean was preceded in death by her parents, Orville and Gladys; her sister Faye
Bailey; and her brother Lloyd Briner. She is survived by her sister Maxine Briner;
brother George and his wife Jorene Briner, all of Fresno. In addition there are several nephews, nieces and great-nephews and great-nieces across the united States.
Per her wishes she was cremated and a memorial service celebrating her life
is being held on Saturday, Oct. 26. in Clovis.

Goodbye, Aunt Jean ...

“Everything is hard before it is
easy.” – Goethe
Given my bent toward organizing, which requires change, I’m a
little more comfortable with it than
some of my family members. Awhile
back I threw out the idea of changing where we store our dinnerware
and glasses. When meal prep and
table setting, or dishwasher emptying were happening at the same
time, we were in each other’s way.
Despite my rational explanation, I
was met with resistance. It’s funny
how instead of changing, we tend to
stay with what’s comfortable. Even
if it’s not.
A couple Sundays ago, I overruled the opposition and announced
I was going to do an experiment. I
would change where we store our
dinnerware and we’d test it out for
the month of October. The response
was minimal, thanks to football
being on TV. I headed into the
kitchen to make the swap. The cabinet closest to the dinner table stored
vitamins, meds and some snack
foods. That became my target since
we wouldn’t need access to these
during meal prep. The medicine and
dinnerware cabinets weren’t exactly
the same size, so I soon realized this
was going to effect more than just
two cabinets. In fact, I got a little
carried away and ended up working
on eight cabinets and a drawer.
As I purged and organized, I rehearsed things I often ask my
clients:
1. Do you need as many as you
have? Unlike before – on those rare
occasions when I serve dinner for a
lot of people – I tend to use disposable plates and cups on which I can
write names. I chose not to get rid of
my extra dishes and glasses, but I
put them up high in another cabinet

For more info contact the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
at 37330 Berkshire Dr. or call 559-645-4864
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Give it a Try!

and kept only what we need for
everyday use in the accessible cabinet.
2. Is the shelving positioned for
maximum use? Adjusting the
shelves made all the difference in
fitting the dinnerware and glasses
into the new cabinet. I lowered the
top shelf creating a narrow one in
the middle for bowls and making the
top accessible for glassware.
3. Are you keeping like things
together? Sometimes “keeping like
things together” can mean different
things. I had been keeping my mugs
with dinnerware and glasses. Now I
have them with the coffee supplies,
also “like things” and more convenient.
4. Can it be containerized more
efficiently? I replaced the two-level
turn table with a small bin for my
husband’s meds and a larger one for
allergy/cold medicine, pain killers,
etc. I used a handled bin so it could
be easily retrieved from the inside
corner of the cabinet.
5. Is it expired? I’m always surprised how many medications have
expired when I go through them.
6. Does this fit your current
needs and lifestyle? I’m not making
bread anymore so the bread slicer —
gone. Farm animals haven’t been my
kitchen theme for years, so cow salt
and pepper shakers — gone.
7. Is it earning its keep? Sorry,
salad spinner, I’m back to drying
lettuce by hand.
8. Is it worth the space it’s taking? I liked my Christmas pedestal
cake stand, but it took too much
valuable space for the amount of
pleasure and use it provided.
9. Can it be repurposed? The
container of grandkids’ cups had
more than were needed. Since many
first belonged to my own kids (I’m a
little sentimental), I decided to repurpose them to the patio for the
grandkids to use when they make
mud pies. That way I can still see
them sometimes.
10. Have you ever used it? Silicone lids seemed like a good idea at
the time, but nope, never used them
— out they went.
11. Did you buy a replacement,
but keep the original? When my
travel cups leaked, I purchased new
ones. The old went to a high shelf as
back-ups, but were never used.
Good-bye!
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The Bookshelf

With Move Nearing, Ranchos Library Not Accepting Book Donations for Now
By Jerrica Edmundson
I am excited to say that we have officially entered
the endgame for our move to the new facilities behind
State Foods Supermarket and there have been some
changes in procedures that I’m sure you’ve noticed by
now: We are not accepting any book donations until we
are established in the new building. We do definitely
apologize if this causes any inconvenience for you all,
but it is a necessary measure to take to ensure we can
fully prepare for the move without being inundated with
books to go through at the same time. At this point it
looks like we are tentatively set for opening in the new
building in January — but this is not set in stone, so be
aware that it is a time that may change. Official announcements regarding any potential temporary closure
and our official opening date will come as they are avail-

able through our Facebook page.
Jerrica’s Bookshelf: The Testaments by Margaret
Atwood
The long-awaited sequel to
The Handmaid’s Tale has finally
come out and I am well on my
way to finishing this wondrous
novel. Creating a sequel to this
story was a task that I’m sure
daunted Margaret Atwood
for ages before she was able
to tackle the task, but I truly
feel she has done a fantastic job with it and am so
glad to have some questions finally answered after the 34-year gap between
the books’ release dates.

This novel is unique in that it follows the point of
view of three different characters: Aunt Lydia (who was
in the original novel), Agnes and Daisy. These three characters all have a connection to the first novel, but I’ll
leave that for you to find out by reading it yourself since
I don’t want to spoil it for anyone looking forward for this
novel.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

N

OPEN 7 DAYS

M-SAT 8-7

•

SUN 9-5
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Annual Community

Christmas Tree
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Lighting Ceremony
Maywood Shopping Center • Friday, Dec. 6 • 6 p.m.
The return of the original Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming
to the Maywood Center on Friday, Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. Come join in the celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas carols
and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.
Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 13. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 16 at 10 a.m.

10/19

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Annual

Chamber Christmas Mixer

Help a Foster Child
this Christmas

through the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and CASA

Wednesday, December 11
6-7:30 p.m.
37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C
Madera Ranchos
Everyone is invited.
Great food will be served.
Our Merry Christmas to you.
Call 645-4001 for info.

Come to the next meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 13 at
37167 Ave. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Call 645-4001 for more info.

Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster
child this Christmas by stopping by the
Chamber office and selecting an ornament
with a child’s name, age and gift request.
The requests range from everything from a
Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair
ribbons.U n w r a p p e d
items must be turned in
to the Chamber office by
December 13.
Call 645-4001 for
more information.

Click on “Local News” at

10/19

Page 13

www.The Ranchos.com

Page 14

With November comes the Thanksgiving holiday, America’s traditional
The race for Honorary Mayor of the time to offer thanks for all we enjoy. The
Ranchos is on. The Ranchos/Hills Seniors holiday has its roots in the earliest days
Center, a non-profit organization serving of America’s colonization. The Plylocal seniors, is sponsoring a contest to mouth colonists and the Wampanoag Inelect the Honorary Mayor of our commu- dians shared what is considered the first
nity. Even though the Ranchos has no of- Thanksgiving celebrations in 1621. Alficial mayor, the winning candidate will though days of thanksgiving were celeenjoy some fun ceremonial benefits dur- brated by individual colonies and states
ing his or her one year “term of office” for more than two centuries, it wasn’t
that begins Jan. 1, 2020. It is an opportu- until 1863, during the Civil War, that
nity for candidates to raise money for President Abraham Lincoln made
their favorite charities and to support the Thanksgiving Day a national holiday to
Rancho/Hill Seniors Center. The funds be held each November. The Ranraised by each candidate are split 50-50 chos/Hills Seniors are carrying on the
between the candidate’s charity and the tradition. The Annual Thanksgiving DinCenter. The candidate who raises the most ner is being held at the Center on Thursmoney is chosen Honorary Mayor of the day, Nov. 21 at 6 p.m. for members and
Ranchos. Hurry and nominate your choice their guests. The Center is providing the
of candidate to
turkey and the
run or nominate
gravy. Members
yourself. Nomibring your fanation of candivorite
side
dates is open Oct.
dishes
and
15 and closes
desserts, as well
Nov. 1. Get the
as your own
nomination form
table service. Be
online at ransure to stop by
choshillssethe front desk at
niors.org, print it,
the Center to
fill it out and
sign up for the
send it or drop it
Liberty High Key Club student members volun- dinner. This traoff with a $10 teered at the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Italian Night Dinner ditional Amerinomination fee at and were indispensable.
can holiday of
Ranchos/Hills
thanks is always
Seniors, 37330 Berkshire Dr., Madera, a wonderful time to socialize with each
CA 93636. Checks need to be payable to other over a delicious meal. We’ll see
RHS. Voting for your favorite candidate you there.
will run from Nov. 4 to Dec. 4. The winElection Time
ing candidate will be announced at the
It's time to vote for the Center’s offiGolden Valley Chamber of Commerce cers and Board members. Be sure to atChristmas Tree Lighting on Dec. 6. For tend the General Meeting on Tuesday,
more information call 559-645-4830.
Nov. 19 at 12:30 p.m. This is your CenThanks for Italian Night
ter. Get involved. Your participation is
A big thank you goes out to everyone welcome and needed. Don’t forget to
who helped make our September Italian come to the monthly Bake and Boutique,
Night Dinner a real success. It could not Treasure House and Garden Sale on Sathave happened without the planning urday, Nov. 2 from 8 a.m. to noon. Join
group, the cooks, the ice cream scoopers, us for the exercise program every Monthe table decorators, the beverage pour- day, Wednesday and Friday from 10 to
ers, ticket takers, the servers, the setup 11 a.m. You are also welcomed to join
and cleanup group, etc. A special thanks the Writing Group that meets every Mongoes to the six Liberty High School Key day at 2 p.m.
Club members who volunteered. Each of
A reminder: The Center will be
them did a marvelous job serving tables. closed Veterans Day, Nov. 11, and Nov.
We also appreciate the support of com- 28 and 29 for the Thanksgiving holiday.
munity businesses that allowed us to put
Happy Thanksgiving to all.
out our flyers advertising the dinner, and
Thought for November: “You cannot
to Pete and Maria’s Italian Bistro for their do a kindness too soon, for you never
generous gift certificate donation for our know how soon it will be too late.”- Ralph
raffle.
Waldo Emerson
By Margaret Tynan

Is there an area in your home that
causes you frustration? If nothing
changes, nothing changes. Use the
above questions to guide your organizing process. Yes, it will get messier
before it gets better, but “everything
is hard before it is easy.”
Habits are hard to break. Once we
quit opening the wrong cabinets before
finding what we need, I’m confident

that we’ll feel pleased with the benefits. Which is a good thing because
come November, it’s not going back
the way it was. But don’t tell them.
Contact Organized by Choice (because things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You
can also pay a visit online to www.
organizedbychoice.com.

It’s Time to Choose Your Favorites!

SPECIAL E-JUICE SALE

120 ml $19.99 or 2 for $38.99
60 ml $15.99 or 2 for $25.99
10/19

Seniors Have Ranchos Mayor Apps

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 10

SPECIAL PIPE SALE

$9.99 • $15.99 • $19.99 • $20.99
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Senior Report

Click on “Local News” at
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Frazier Talks “County” to Kiwanis
ByBeckyKoop
10/19

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and
get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

10/19

Kiwanis Korner

“Kiwanis International is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world one child,
one community at a time.”
I am so happy to announce that Verlaine Elinburg received the Distinguished Service Award for 2019 at our recent Installation of Officers ceremony. Verlaine has selflessly helped our local Kiwanis Club in so many
ways. Congratulations, Verlaine. We are also glad to welcome Richard
Wayne in as our President, Leslie Carella
as our Secretary and
our
Treasurer
is
Marie Cameron. We
appreciate the time
and leadership they
provide for our club.
I hope you had the
opportunity to join us
at the Riverstone
Lodge on Oct. 26,
when we held our annual Fall Fundraiser,
Kiwanis For Kids.
Madera County District One Supervisor Brett Frazier was on
Our goal this year was
to raise money to fund hand to discuss upcoming Madera County events.
our scholarship program,
to
provide
money to local community projects and to
donate teddy bears to
Valley
Children’s
Hospital. I look forward to announcing
the winner of our
$1,000 drawing in
next month’s article.
This month our
guest speaker was
Brett Frazier from the
Verlaine Elinburg, right, received the Kiwanis Distinguished ServMadera County Board
of Supervisors, Dis- ice Award for 2019 at their recent officers’ installation meeting.
trict #1. He thanked
the Madera Ranchos Kiwanis for their contributions to the community and
discussed some of the changes happening in the Ranchos. The new community library is on track to open by the end of the year and the sheriff substation should be up and running a few months later. He is working on river
access to the San Joaquin River and also the Highway 41 expansion that is
planned to include four lanes up to Avenue 15.
As for upcoming events, we will be having a cleanup at the Wildwood
Native Park next month for all Key Club members, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts
and/or other community members. On Nov. 2, the Kiwanis will be preparing
bag lunches for the Special Olympics Bowling participants at the Bowlero
in Clovis.
Remember, you are always welcome to join us at one of our meetings.
Come down any Thursday, except the first one of the month, to the Pizza
Factory Banquet Room at 37184 Ave. 12 at 6:15 p.m. You will enjoy the
camaraderie and fun, and also be a part of making a difference in our community.
www.RanchosKiwanis.com

www.The Ranchos.com

Page 16

Hello 93636,
As I was writing last month’s article
about the Central California Pico Club, I
heard the news President Trump revoked
California's 1970 Clean Air Act waiver.
As a licensed California smog technician,
I certainly have my strong opinions concerning California's direction with regard
to Corporate Average Fuel Economy
(CAFE) and vehicle emission standards.
The waiver was granted as part of
that legislation due to our unique climate
and topography in the Los Angeles area
basin and our extraordinary population
growth. The exemption recognized California’s environmental efforts and authorized the state to establish its own
separate and stricter-than-federal vehicle
emissions regulations. California is the
only state to receive such an exemption.
California Rules
In 2005, California expanded its list
of pollutants to include Carbon Dioxide
(CO2). In March of 2008, the George W.
Bush administration declined California's
request to expand the exemption. On Jan.
26, 2009, six days after his inauguration,
President Obama signed a Presidential
Memorandum directing the EPA to reconsider California's application to expand its Clean Air Act waiver. Six
months later, the waiver was granted authorizing California to establish its own
greenhouse gas standards for motor vehicles beginning with the 2009 model
year. With the waiver critics charged that
California's large new vehicle market
share essentially allows California to dictate to the automakers new national vehicle CAFE and emission standards and
force the rest of America to buy expensive automobiles they don't need and
don't want.
By 2025, California is pressuring
automakers to increase sales of electric
and other zero-emission vehicles to 15.4
percent of new car sales. In addition, all
cars sold in the state must be PZEV compliant (read the April 2019 Ranchos Independent article). Revoking California's
waiver is the administration’s first move
to reform and freeze CAFE standards at
2020 levels.
President Trump's preferred option
would decrease automakers’ regulatory

chain link
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Smoke Gets in Your Eyes

costs by more than $300 billion and save
American consumers nearly $2,500 on the
price of a new vehicle. The decreased cost
of manufacturing federal emissions vehicles
is expected to encourage automakers to
build new, less expensive safer vehicles. The
Trump administration says there will be very
little difference in vehicle emissions between the California Standard and the new
U.S. Standard. From my 30-plus years of
emissions experience, I believe that to be an
accurate statement. Less than 4/100 of 1 percent of the earth’s atmosphere is CO2.
The 1970 Clean Air Act addressed six
major air pollutants: particulate matter;
ozone; sulfur dioxide; nitrogen dioxide; carbon monoxide; and lead. As we all know,
CO2 is not a pollutant and is not toxic. CO2
promotes healthy plant life and acts like a
fertilizer for plants. We humans expel CO2
with each breath. Increased levels of CO2 in
the earth’s atmosphere increases the rate of
photosynthesis in plants. Photosynthesis is
the process whereby green plants convert
carbon dioxide and water into food compounds and oxygen. The more green plant
life, the more CO2 is processed into oxygen.
Forest Management Solution?
If California is truly sincere about its attempt to slow global warming and improve

public health and safety, in my opinion a good
place to start is with the poor management of
California's forests. Big forest fires cause significant amounts of CO2 to be released into the
earth’s atmosphere. In addition, the forest’s
ability to process CO2 via photosynthesis is
greatly diminished as the result of the destroyed
plant life. “It is a double whammy,” said
William Lau, atmospheric scientist with
NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland.
Deforestation is the second leading cause
of increased CO2 in the earth’s atmosphere.
Scientist say deforestation of tropical rainforests alone adds more CO2 to the atmosphere
than the sum total of all the cars and trucks on
the world’s roads. Twenty four percent of the
world’s greenhouse gases are the result of deforestation.
Wildfires Vs Cars
A Science & Environment article dated
Nov. 15, 2018 states some estimates suggest
last year’s northern California wildfire emitted
as much CO2 into the atmosphere in one week
as all the cars and trucks in California emit in
one year. According to a US Geological Survey, in 2018 California wildfires released 68
million tons of CO2 into California's air, or 15
percent of the state's total emissions.
In 2010, California's legislature ordered a

wood

study entitled “California's Forests and Rangelands 2010 Strategy Report.” The report
showed areas protected from timber harvesting
were net contributors to atmospheric CO2 due
to fires and insect-diseased trees. The article
goes on to say some experts believe wildfires
account for up to 20 percent of total global
greenhouse gas emissions.
The problem is compounded when we
consider smoke created from wildfires is primarily CO2, water vapor, carbon monoxide,
hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides, not to mention the massive amounts of particulate matter
spewed into the atmosphere. California's ddeforestation and increased levels of CO2 are the
consequence of decades of forest mismanagement which created a tinderbox of unharvested timber, dead trees, and thick
underbrush.
Ok guys and gals, that's all for this one. As
always, I'm interested in writing about informative and interesting automotive topics and automotive current events. If you have any
suggestions, ideas, or any general or specific
questions concerning a vehicle, please text 559907-7661.
God Bless America and God Bless 93636.
Warren Parr, ASE Master, Advanced
Level and Hybrid Certified, California Emissions Certified

wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators
security windows • security doors • barbed wire

Click on “Local News” at
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By Igal Treibatch

the five gallons of paint inside weigh approximately
56 pounds. In comparison, a can that resembles the
size of a recharge well we installed in southeast
Madera is 24 inches in diameter by 14.5 inches deep,
holds 28 gallons and weighs 233 pounds. These
recharge wells are 50 feet deep and when full of water
there is a lot of weight pushing the water at the bottom
into the surrounding sand, thereby recharge occurs.
That is gravity at work and there is no need for any-

What are Dry Wells and Why Use Them?
Over the last three years, SEMCU has helped install over 120 Madera County permitted dry wells
throughout Southeast Madera County, including
Bonadelle North and South, Madera Ranchos and
Rolling Hills. I have been asked many times to explain dry wells, their function and need. Dry wells are
also described as recharge wells and injection wells.
Their basic function is to drive water into our underground water reservoirs; our aquifer.
For the last 30 years I have been farming just west
of the Ranchos. Winter storm water draining from the
Ranchos floods my orchards on a regular basis with
up to four feet in some areas. Last year, Madera had
above-average rainfall and guess what? There was no
flooding in my orchards. I attribute that to the success
of the dry wells. I believe that this lack of flooding is
a direct result of the dry wells taking up much of the
rainstorm water and directly “RECHARGING” our
aquifer instead of allowing the water to flow freely
and flood many of our neighborhoods and backyards.
Just as we have rivers and creeks running above
ground, water flows under us in the same way, although slowly, as underground rivers. In our area’s
case, the general flow is from the northeast to the
southwest. Just as we have lakes above ground, there
are lakes underground too. Our Aquifer is our lake. It
all correlates to the structure of the geology below us.
We have been draining our “lake” – our aquifer – at a
rate in which it can’t refill itself in a natural way. We
have been overdrafting it for years and to reverse this
trend we must put water back in the ground. One of
the scientifically proven ways is by using dry wells.
Try and think of the last time you held a five-gallon can of paint. The can’s dimensions are approximately 12 inches in diameter by 14.5 inches deep, and
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This is a schematic of the dry well that has been permitted and tested by Madera County.

thing mechanical to push the water down where it can
continue its way to recharge the aquifer.
There was a lot of speculation about this method,
so we needed the science to prove it works. Earlier
this year, we hired the firm of Provost & Prichard Engineering to conduct a series of tests with Madera
County’s approval. The wells we tested were designed
as three feet in diameter by 75 feet deep. The wells
were constructed by drilling a hole to the desired
depth, inserting in the center a perforated four-inch

pipe and back filling it with crushed rock that holds
the walls from collapsing. At the top a grate is installed for safety.
Several sites were selected and the idea was to introduce water without any pressure and emulate rainstorms. Over the next four weeks we did just that –
we imported water from half a mile away with a sixinch pipeline that had a pressure gage and a water
meter so we could record how much water was being
introduced under zero pressure, meaning it just let the
water flow into the well. To our surprise, water was
flowing into the well at a rate of 500-650 gallons per
minute. We kept this up for seven consecutive days
then stopped for seven days to emulate a rainstorm.
We did that three times introducing water for 19 days
over four weeks before we decided it was long enough
and we stopped. We ended up injecting over 13 million gallons into the ground with one well. This
amount of water would last a family using 200 gallons a day 178 years.
And that is with just with one well.
At a cost of approximately $4,500 per well, our
injected water cost per day for a family using 200 gallons a day was less than 7 cents and per year it totaled
$25.27. Using this well for three years brings the
water cost down to approximately $8.42 per year. Not
a bad investment for our sustainable future. We’re in
the process of applying for a $1 million grant and if
awarded we will be able to install as many as 200 such
wells throughout Madera.
Anyone who wishes to get a copy of the engineer’s report, information on dry wells or apply for
such a dry well FREE of charge to be installed in an
approved location can contact SEMCU. There are also
two excellent books on water you should check out:
Let there Be Water by Seth M. Siegel and The Big
Thirst by Charles Fishman
SEMCU meets once a month for about an hour at
6 p.m. on the third Monday of the month at the Pizza
Factory at 37184 Ave 12. Please come, make your
voice heard and help us, your community, reach a sustainable future. You can get more information at
info@semcu.org or by calling 559-363-9095.
SEMCU - South East Madera County United - a
California non-profit corporation.
“FOR THE COMMUNITY BY THE COMMUNITY”
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Classified
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE. By
appointment only. 36027 Ruth Ave.
Call 559-645-4583.

Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Almond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Recyclables Pick Up

Boat For Sale
Chimney Sweep
1978 Starfire Cabin Cruiser 22-foot w/trailer, GREAT CONDITION - 351 Ford, 9.8 HP
Honda trolling motor, 2 new batteries, new tires, all work done by
Cronin Marine in Madera Ranchos, current license and a cover.
$9,500. Call Tammy at 304-2019.

Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Upholstery - Aggregate and Pebble Tech
epoxy too. "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley

Firewood

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

©2019 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Window Cleaning Services
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including
paper, plastic, glass, aluminum
and cardboard. Call Diana at 9996 8 3 2 . Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and
schools.

Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills included. Remove hard water stain on home windows, shower doors and car windows.
C o b w e b r e m o v a l t o o . Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about
COUNT!

our

SENIOR

DIS-

Tractor/Trenching Services

Work Wanted

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Available now to work in the
Ranchos. Experienced IT professional, experience in accounting
a n d p h o t o g r a p h y . Call John at
559-706-5215 - N E W N U M B E R .

SUDOKU

The Ranchos
Independent
classiﬁed rates
are crazy cheap

©2019 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

• "You set a curfew and a bedtime for your
children because you know that kids need
a good amount of sleep to keep those little
bodies growing and their minds happy. Do
you do the same for yourself? It's tempting
to stay up late zoning out after the kids are
(finally) in bed, but make sure you get your
rest, too. Set a bedtime and stick to it." -T. in Oklahoma

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

• Love your pod coffee maker but hate the
waste? Almost every brand has some sort
of reusable filter that you can purchase.
They are cost-efficient and much better for
the environment. As a bonus, just add those
used coffee grounds to your compost pile
or sprinkle them in your garden.
• "My grandma came to visit and left behind a box of bunion pads. Since she didn't

TOADVERTISE
CALL645-0634

want them back, I used them on the bottom
of my kitchen chairs to keep them from
scraping up the floor. They are self-stick,
and they worked like a charm." -- E.S. in
Indiana
Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.
© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

By Betty Van Valkenburg
Green New Deal - Same Old Spiel

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000
nwatson21@comcast.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity since
1989. Nancy moved to the Ranchos in 1977 and is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
10/19

Work with the Realtor® who
lives and sells in the Ranchos
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Learn more about your local agent who provides
value and expertise to her clients.
www.itsthecozylife.com
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“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate
dreams a reality.”

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

10/19

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

www.The Ranchos.com

The Green New Deal proposes government actions to take us back to the
Stone Age, claiming that if we don’t combat man-made global climate change, the
earth will end in 8, 10 or 12 years (pick a
number,anynumber).Sorry,butthatslowspeed train went off the track decades ago.
Predictions of doom have fizzled. Dire
warnings of global catastrophe have come
and gone.
Dozens of treaties, agreements and
machinations of the United Nations and
global organizations – including the
motherofallglobalschemes,Agenda21
–haveapparentlyfailedtosaveusfromthe
still-predicted climate catastrophe. Otherwise, why would we need this latest and
greatest new deal?
Afew of the failed predictions:
An Ice Age would come in 1974.
Calamitous droughts and sea level rise
wouldoccurinthe1990’s.TheNorthPole
wouldbecompletelyicefreeby2014.The
Arctic’s summer ice cover would completely melt by 2016. The earth would end
in (pick a year, any year).
Afew ofthe“failed” United Nations
treaties, agreements, conventions and
such:
1992 – The Earth Summit in Rio de
JaneiroandUnitedNationsFrameworkon
Climate Change produced “Agenda 21 –
the Agenda for the 21st Century”. (See
more below.)
1997 – The Kyoto Protocol purported to control greenhouse gas emissions.
2009–TheCopenhagenAgreement
purported to limit global warming.
2010 – The United Nations Climate
Change Conferenceand CancunAgreement established a new Green Climate
Fund, a new Technology Mechanism including investment in technology development, a monitoring system and a
framework on deforestation.
2012 – The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
(Rio+20) put in place “landmark conventions on biodiversity, poverty eradication
and social justice.”
2015–TheUnitedNationsSustainable Development Summit in New York
adopted the “2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.”(Whew,atleastwearesafe

until 2030.)
2015 – The ParisAgreement on Climate
Change set nations’ minimum obligations and
directed rich countries (that’s us) to provide financing for poor countries.
Pity the poor globalist alarmists. None of
these agreements is working for them, right?
Wrong! Using the climate threat and existing creeping socialism, globalists are already
achieving their goals: Control of our lives
(through regulations, restrictive laws and taxation),includingwhereandhowwelive(through
restrictiveplanningpoliciesinalmosteveryU.S.
city), our transportation choices (high gas taxes
that pay for rail and bike lanes instead of roads),
animalmigrationoverhuman rights (takingout
California dams), and complete transformation
of our economic system and form of government. Precisely because they have so successfully indoctrinated us into accepting
socialism-light, they can now brazenly attempt
the end-game plan.
Can it possibly be true that Agenda 21’s
Sustainable Development purpose is global
governance and a complete change to our way
of life? Apparently so. Consider these quotes
from 27 years ago:
•NancyPelosiintroducedaCongressional
resolution supporting Agenda 21 and called it a
"comprehensiveblueprintforthereorganization
of human society."
• Maurice Strong, head of the 1992 Earth
Summit: “Current lifestyles and consumption
patterns of the affluent middle class – involving
high meat intake, the use of fossil fuels, electrical appliances, home and work-placeair conditioning, and suburban housing – are not
sustainable.”
• Maurice Strong: “We may get to the
point where the only way of saving the world
will be for industrial civilization to collapse.”
• Agenda 21 Preamble: “Agenda 21 is a
comprehensive plan of action to be taken globally, nationally and locally by organizations of
the United Nations … in every area in which
human impacts on the environment.” That’s
everywhere.
• Agenda 21 – Chapter 36 – “… reorientingeducationtowardsustainabledevelopment.”
More about Agenda 21
Climate change enthusiasts try to hide the
real United Nations power grab, sometimes
denying Agenda 21’s very existence. So why
at this time is the in-your-face, openly antiAmericaGreenNew Dealmakingsuchbizarre
proposals? Precisely because United Nations
radical initiatives and willing – or hoodwinked
– Americans have so successfully “socialized”
the nation, they are emboldened to try to seal
the deal with one election and one brazen new
plan. We ignore their efforts at our peril.
Visit the Central Valley Tea Party website
at www.teapartypatriots.org for more information.
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE
Lic. #1042108

J.H. Sanders

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496

• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

Sales & Leasing

822-4500
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

call Jose Lopez

559-779-0401

Get Involved!

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS
CA LIC. #934774

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping
Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

call 559-242-6352
559-454-8060

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service
(not a licensed contractor)

645-1570

s
Rancheont
Resid

Madera Ranchos Plaza

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357

“We’ve got your back”
LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Interior & Exterior

E
SINC80
19

Specializing in
Repaints

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

660-5262
36754 AVE. 12 • Madera Ranchos

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

HAIRCUTS

$12

559-439-2004
37184 AVE. 12 #104

RANDY BAILEY
Today!
(559) 645-0634

The Ranchos Independent

(behind Pizza Factory)

Click on “Local News” at
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) It might not be wise to pursue goals involving others, unless you can stop
impulsively rejecting new ideas. Either open your mind or wait until next week, when this "ornery" mood
passes.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It's a good time for the Bovine to be creative and practical for yourself and
your surroundings. Shop wisely, not impulsively, and keep your Bull's eye focused on quality, not
quantity.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You should feel more confident about moving ahead with plans that had
to be delayed by an unexpected turn of events. Also, family matters might need more time than first
anticipated.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Be considerate of others as you move into a new area in your professional
life. Take time to meet people and discuss mutual goals. The more you get to know each other, the better.

ADS

LOGOS
PR

MARKETING

645-0634

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Creating a fuss could get your ideas noticed quickly. But it would be best to
present your case, and then wait for a reaction to follow in due course, rather than try to force it to
happen.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Unkept promises might cause plans to go awry this week. You can
either grumble about people "letting you down" or find a way to make the best of it and move on. The
choice is yours.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Putting off making a commitment early in the week could be a good
move. It's best to act when you know you're making an informed decision. Expect more facts to emerge
by the week's end.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A recent act of kindness on your part could take on special
meaning this week. Also, look for signs of upcoming changes in both your personal and professional
relationships.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Many of the tougher communication barriers between you
and others in the workplace or at home could begin breaking down this week. Expect some surprises to
emerge.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your "tough love" attitude toward someone you care for
could be misunderstood. Try to be less judgmental and show more consideration in the way you relate to
that person.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) An unexpected workplace challenge could be daunting. But take
what you know (and you know more than you realize) and apply it to the problem, and you should see
positive results.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Recent relationship changes for both single and paired Pisces continue
to influence much of your week. Keep your focus on developing the positive aspects as you move along.

Born this Week

You set your goals with assurance and influence others to follow
suit. You would be an excellent philosopher and teacher.
© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which of the Great
Lakes is the northernmost?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
would a phillumenist collect or study?
3. MOVIES: Which movie was based
on the novel "Do Androids Dream of
Electric Sheep?"?
4. HISTORY: The Treaty of Versailles
ended which major 20th-century war?
5. LANGUAGE: What does the Greek
prefix "lex" mean in English?
6. TELEVISION: What was the nickname of Carrie Bradshaw's boyfriend
in the comedic series "Sex and the
City"?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How many
eyes does a honey bee have?
8. MEASUREMENTS: What does a
caliper measure?
9. MUSIC: Who sang the hit 1970s
song "Love Me Like a Rock"?
10. ANATOMY: What is a common
word for the sternum?

Answers
1. Lake Superior
2. Matchbook covers and boxes
3. "Blade Runner"
4. World War I
5. Word
6. Mr. Big
7. Five
8. Distance between two opposite sides of
an object
9. Paul Simon
10. Breastbone
© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com
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SEMCU is taking applications for FREE Dry Wells (Injection Wells)
Apply at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C

HELP YOUR
COMMUNITY

Reach water sustainability
and help the community with needs
such as parks, a community center,
safety, traffic and schools.

SEMCU Regular Meeting

Monday, November 18 at 6 p.m. • Ranchos Pizza Factory
(meeting only once a month for about an hour)

FREE from state GRANT money

Up to $700* REIMBURSEMENT for
WASHING MACHINES and DISHWASHERS

10/19

*(reimbursement will be processed and distributed on a quarterly basis)

