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In October, Supervisor Brett Frazier
held two meetings for ratepayers of Special
Maintenance District MD-10a to get a fresh
start on what has been a long-standing
problem, namely: Where has all the money
for the system gone and what should we do
now? The first meeting, held on Oct. 7 at
Liberty High School, was attended by
about 45 residents. Whereas the second,
held Oct. 27 at the same location, was
called a “Do-Over” and was attended by
about 60 residents. The reason for the second meeting? The invitation to the first, in
addition to being advertised in the Ranchos
Independent, among other places, was also

sent by regular mail to all 980 addresses in
the MD-10a assessment district — and arrived a day or two after the meeting was
held. That error was the fault of the company hired to presort the mailed invitations
and get them to the post office. But, due to
a change of ownership issue, the broken
equipment needed for sorting didn’t get replaced in time, delaying not only Supervisor Frazier’s invitations but other County
mail, including paychecks, as well.
Getting Down to Business
At both meetings Supervisor Frazier
opened reading the ground rules for good
conduct which had been circulated among

the tables beforehand. The rules served to
remind everyone to be courteous and respectful of each other’s comments and
everyone’s time and proved quite effective
over the course of the two-hour meeting.
Frazier then went on to characterize the
purpose of the meeting as a time to brainstorm about “What we want MD-10a to
be.” He brought applications for those interested in joining a new 5- to 6-person
MD-10a Water Committee, and he asked
everyone to help develop a wish list of
goals. He also reminded everyone that the
meeting was focused on moving forward,
rather than dwelling on what had happened
in the past, and said that by about Nov. 7
the comprehensive financial report that he
had requested when he first came to office
about where all the money had been spent
on the water system since the County took
it over in 1996 would be available and that
it would be maintained electronically for
easy access.
“Madera County wants MD-10a to
succeed,” Frazier said in response to a
question from the audience at the first
meeting, taking several minutes to assure
everyone. Then he introduced Public Works
Director Johannes Hoevertz, who told the
attendees there would be four quick updates
and three presentations from other County
staff members that he introduced. At the
second meeting, however, Frazier introduced the speakers because Hoevertsz had
just announced he will be leaving the
County to take another position with
Sonoma County, and was not present.
Quick Updates
Engineer I Alvina Prackash, also with

the Madera County Public Works Department, spoke next and provided updates on
the status of grant applications and other efforts to improve the MD-10a water system.
Regarding the grant for the Valley Teen
Ranch (VTR) consolidation project, she
said the application to the State Water Resources Control Board was currently under
review. The VTR consolidation project includes a new drinking water well at the
VTR site, a mile and a half of 8-inch
pipeline to connect from there to the MD10a system, 1,600 feet of replacement 8inch pipeline within the current system, and
some new 4-inch distribution pipeline at the
VTR site for a total cost of $2.96 million.
The state, which received the application in
June 2014 from VTR’s consultant, after
conducting a lengthy internal reorganization, put the County in charge of it in May
of this year and began making further inquiries about the application in July.
The project, which will be 100 percent
grant-funded if approved because VTR is
considered a disadvantaged community by
the state, will also include up to a 1 million
gallon storage tank as an incentive to MD10a to annex VTR, which serves 30 people,
if the County’s efforts are successful. Such
a tank would likely be placed at the new
Dublin Well site, which has been in operation since June 1. County staff could not
project a timeline for the project, however,
as that is up to the State Water Board. If and
when it is approved, the next step will be
for the Board of Supervisors to approve it,
and then it will go to a Proposition 218 vote

Please see DO-OVER on P. 3

Public Works Director Quits
Olsen Giving Keynote at EDC Event County
Madera County Public Works Director ongoing and future projects.
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ment CommisMinority Leader
sion (EDC) is
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“I have the utmost confidence that the
Johannes J. Hoevertsz announced ThursPublic Works team will
day, Oct. 22, that he will
continue to perform at
be leaving Madera
the high level the Board
County to pursue a new
Members and public
professional opportuhave come to expect,”
nity in Sonoma County.
Hoevertsz said.
“This decision was
Board of Supervinot easy as I love my
sors Chairman David
job and the work that
Rogers said he was
we have accomplished
sorry to hear about Hoas a team in Madera
evertsz’s resignation,
County,”
Hoevertsz
but wishes him the best
said. “However, this job
in his new endeavors.
opportunity presents a
new challenge that will
Johannes J. Hoevertsz, Madera “Johannes has been a
help me to further grow County Public Works Director, will be great leader of a strong
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Please see JOHANNES on P. 16
move forward with the County’s numerous
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DO-OVER cont. from P. 2
by the rate payers, likely as part of a rate increase probably no sooner than a couple
years from now.
Regarding the project to consolidate the
drinking water well and the 1 million gallon
storage tank at Liberty High School with
MD-10a that was reported on in the August
2014 issue of the Ranchos Independent,
Prakash said the state has determined it is
ineligible for emergency drought funding

and the County has no further plans to pursue it, although the Golden Valley Unified
School District may do so, if it wishes.
Prakash also provided an update in regard to the Liberty Village Shopping Center
project which is scheduled to start construction in the fall of next year, subject to the
discretion of the developer, Russell Shaw.
Located across Avenue 12 from Liberty
High School, the shopping center is also
subject to approval for construction contingent upon installation of an additional water

storage tank at the Dublin Well site. An
agreement between the County and the developer will trade allowance for the center’s
connection to MD-10a for a much needed
and currently lacking storage tank, which
would significantly increase system reliability and also lower costs by allowing electrical pumping of system at non-peak hours.
The development will further contribute to
the system, once connected, by paying a metered rate for water.
Regarding the project to replace all the

MD-10a water system pipes, a grant application for which was submitted by the
County in December 2013, again subsequent to the Water Board’s reorganization,
they have begun reviewing the application
and making inquiries, including to the
County Auditor’s Office, since July. Even
though there is no timeline on this project
from the State either, they have determined
that since the medium household income, at

Please see DO-OVER on P. 17

Come join our host, former Sanger Mayor Joshua Mitchell,
and find out what e Reagan League has planned for the 2016 election cycle
and learn how you can make a real diﬀerence.
Meet and mingle with fellow conservatives.
is event is FREE of charge.
Appetizers and soft drinks will be provided. No host bar will be available.
We look forward to seeing you there so make sure to RSVP right now
by replying by email to serafin@reaganleague.com
or visiting www.facebook.com/events/1476912239282689/
10/15
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Dear Editor:
After reading the latest Generation
Why column, it’s obvious that Eryn wants
it both ways: to have her cake and eat it
too. She wants us to “... teach our sons to
be gentlemen again.” It seems to me that
the women’s movements and political correctness has pretty much done away with
all of that. Women want to be police, firemen, (fire persons, firewomen? Gee what
do you call them?) fighter pilots and at
least be considered man’s equal, but then
expect to have a man get a door for them or
pull their chair? I will hold a door for a
man with his arms full as fast as I will for
a woman out of politeness, but not out of
chivalrous behavior. That ship sailed
(women did it to themselves). Maybe we
should start teaching our daughters (the
fairer sex) to be ladies again, dressing
nicely, wearing some make-up, wearing
their hair in more feminine ways and stop
feeling the need to compete with men who
generally do the jobs that they wouldn’t
want their women to have to do in the first
place. By your column, it would appear
that the women’s movements have been a
mixed blessing and need to be re-thought
due to their unintended consequences.
Just sayin’ ...
Greg Gustafson
Rolling Hills

Dear Editor:
A recent publication in your newspaper included a letter that painted a less than
stellar view of Golden Valley teachers with
regard to their level of participation in/with
the recall election. The teachers of GV are
disappointed that a time of healing and reuniting was not allowed as someone is attempting to politicize the decisions we

make for our students and our families.
We, the teachers, have been accused of
not “doing what we said and what we did
do hindered the recall.” Our leadership determined that 86 percent of our membership was in favor of the recall effort. This
figure was freely reported to the community and news media alike. I gave statements to local news agencies regarding
faculty support. Many of us do not live in
the district and therefore do not have a
right to vote. But, some of those who do assisted in the recall effort by posting signs,
gathering signatures, attending fundraising
events and donating money. How could
this “hinder” the recall effort is unclear.
It is important to note that in our positions as teachers, our main obligation is
to the teaching and learning of students.
Our obligation and responsibility is to
maintain a safe, distraction-free learning
environment. We have met that obligation
during an emotionally charged political
climate by keeping our personal feelings
out of the classroom. What many don't realize is that we have the children of board
members in our classrooms. In some
cases, children of board members on both
sides of the recall are in the same school,
the same grade and the same classroom.
Our obligation and responsibility is to the
teaching, learning and safety of all students – no matter who their parents are and
no matter what our political views.
It is true that GV teachers asked for
and took a 2 percent raise after seven years
of nothing on the salary schedule, nothing
additional to retirement. It is also true that
ALL GV employees benefit from our negotiations. Certificated, classified and administration are 2 percent closer to where
we should be. GVTA will continue to negotiate for a fair and competitive wage no

Please see LETTERS on P. 17
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2016. Delivery must be by August 31, 2016.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6
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Guest Editorial
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Carly Fiorina is a no-nonsense
former business executive who is
showing she can play – and throw elbows – with the big boys in the Republican presidential nomination
battle. Feminists have noticed, but
their admiration is tinged with dread
– and it should be. An eloquent, fearless critic of abortion, the latest outsider to climb into the Republican
race is a clear and present danger to
what feminists hold most dear. Even
if she had said nothing else at the
CNN debate, Fiorina would have
stood out for her gut-punch of a
statement about the horror of the
guerrilla Planned Parenthood videos
capturing the ghoulish organ harvesting that is an important side
business of the organization (the
main business, of course, is aborting
babies). The novelist Jennifer
Weiner told The New York Times for
a story about the conflicted feelings
of feminists, "It's so weird – she
looks like one of us, but she's not."
The managing editor of the feminist
website Jezebel tweeted the night of
the debate, "I'm in love with and terrified of her." Yes, be afraid, very
afraid. Fiorina already may be the
most effective, high-profile woman
that the pro-life movement has. At
the debate, she captured the enor-

“ We don't
want an
arms
control
process
that sends
hopes
soaring
only to end
in dashed
expectations.”

mity of the Planned Parenthood
scandal, for which there are almost
no words, speaking of it in the
harshly indignant terms that it deserves. No sooner had she made her
statement than the media fact-checkers got to work. Fiorina had described a video of a living fetus and
a technician working to harvest its
brain. This was wrong. The video
was stock footage of a briefly living
victim of an abortion that played
while a former technician described
– in a different case – her horrifying
experience cutting an aborted baby's
face open to preserve its brain for
sale. Fiorina should have been more
precise, but her electric condemnation of Planned Parenthood has inevitably gotten the attention of the
pro-abortion sisterhood. In Iowa,
protesters chanted and threw condoms at her, even though Fiorina had
said nothing about birth control. At
the same event, a woman accosted
Fiorina to ask, "How can you as a
woman not support our health care?"
Fiorina probably left the woman determined never to try that again.
"Oh, I support your health care," she
shot back. "I don't support butchering babies." Fiorina is so formidable
because she has a tough-as-nails
public persona, together with an ear
for the music of public speech. At
their best, her riffs are pungent,
memorable – and persuasive. "Liberals and progressives will spend inordinate amounts of time and money
protecting fish, frogs and flies," she
said after a visit to a pro-life pregnancy center. "They do not think a
17-week-old, a 20-week-old, a 24week-old is worth saving." Hillary
Clinton's fans can be forgiven for
wishing their candidate had some of
Fiorina's flare as a communicator. A
writer at Cosmopolitan lamented,
"Carly Fiorina is the candidate I
wanted Hillary Clinton to be." She
and others ought to get used to feeling envious and chagrined. Even if
she flames out as a candidate, in
Carly Fiorina conservatives and prolifers have discovered a formidable
champion.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2015 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Soaring with One Eagle
A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
10/15

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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I remember it like it was yesterday. My dad popped in an old cassette into the tape deck of his car
stereo and my life would never be
the same. As the surreal poetry of
Hotel California and poignant heartbreak of Wasted Time filled the air
around me I finally understood how
music could be more than just a
great beat and catchy chorus; music
could touch you.
Don’t get me wrong, it’s not that recent. I might need new friends.
I don’t like contemporary music;
When I heard on the radio that
some of it is sweet and fun and the Don Henley was coming I did two
boy bands are usually cute, but the things: First, I swore to myself I
best music in my opinion was made would not miss the concert this time
before I was. Though I like many because who knew how many more
musicians from decades past, the Ea- chances I would get. Second, I
gles have remained my favorite band asked every friend, semi-friend, cosince that moment in the car with my worker and acquaintance to go with
dad so many years ago. They are the me. Yes, the Eagles are my first love
band I turn to in moments of extreme but the man I named my first car
happiness or deep despair. I love after is a close second and I was
them as a group
going to be there,
but it is founding
and
I
wasn’t
member Don Henabove
begging.
. . . I finally understood
ley who really
Prospects of a
how music could be more concert
sparks a fire in
buddy
my ears. A lead than just a great beat and looking
pretty
vocalist
and catchy chorus; music could bleak I made the
drummer, not all touch you.
decision that I
that common, I’ve
was going to see
often dreamed of
Don Henley even
what it would be
if I went alone. I
like to see such an amazing musician figured that even if I was kidnapped
in person.
and murdered by a serial killer it
Sadly, one of the problems with would be worth it as long as he
harboring a love for music of the waited until after the concert. I’m
past is that it isn’t as easy to see sure I would be able to negotiate. I
them perform live. Sometimes you found a date in the end, but let’s
can get lucky and see pieces of the face it, my real date was going to be
band like Foreigner without their up on that stage singing to me all
lead singer or Journey without their night like no one else existed.
lead singer but because you weren’t
The experience of seeing the
around in their heyday you miss out musician you have always loved is
on seeing them as a whole. I’m not almost impossible to describe but
saying I want to be older or any- I’m going to give it a try anyway.
thing, but perhaps my music tastes It’s like all of the dreams you’ve
would suggest I was born in the ever thought of having come true at
wrong decade. The Eagles still tour the same moment, all while riding a
occasionally, (well, most of them, magical unicorn with a leprechaun
but they are missing a couple of on your lap. Listening to his hauntoriginal members too), I just haven’t ingly beautiful a cappella rendition
managed to be in the right place at of End of the Innocence rendered
the right time with the right balance my speechless; I couldn’t even sing
in my bank account to actually get to along. I could barely clap when it
see them. A couple of years ago they was over I was so moved. Let me
came close enough for a mini-road put it this way: I was so entranced I
trip but I couldn’t find anyone else couldn’t even people watch. I have
willing to spend the money on them. no idea who was around me, but I
Evidently in my friendship circles
they like to keep things a little more
Please see GEN WHY on P. 9

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

36754 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos • 559-660-5262

One coupon per person • Expires 11/30/15
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN

You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.net

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.
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us on
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Change the
National Anthem?
By Betty Van Valkenburg
Some people want us to scrap the StarSpangled Banner because it is too hard to
sing or too warlike or too patriotic. May I
suggest the perfect replacement that should
make these misguided folks happy? It’s
easy to sing and is already popular. More
importantly, it depicts to a “T” the current
United States government’s relationship
with “We the People.” And it doesn’t have
any of that patriotic, love-of-country stuff
that some find so objectionable. Ladies and
gentlemen, the 1983 hit song Every Breath
You Take might – sadly – be the perfect anthem for what our country has become.
Every breath you take
Every move you make
Every bond you break
Every step you take
I’ll be watching you
Every single day
Every word you say
Every game you play
Every night you stay
I’ll be watching you
O can’t you see
You belong to me …”
For some inexplicable reason I recently heard this old song and really listened to the lyrics. A light bulb went on,
with an accompanying slap of the forehead
and a feeling of foreboding. “Omigosh,
that’s exactly the way the government and
politicians treat ‘We the People.’” Watching us, controlling us, owning us. Because
they want to. Because no one stops them.
All for our own good, of course. Because
they “love” us so much. Because they know
best. Cradle to grave. Dependency. Subservience. Twenty-four/seven.
The patriotic Star-Spangled Banner,
on the other hand, came from the 1814
poem titled “The Defense of Fort
McHenry,” penned by Francis Scott Key to
celebrate that the fort in Maryland still
stood after an overnight bombardment by
the British. “The rockets’ red glare” and
“bombs bursting in air” “gave proof
through the night that our flag was still
there.” What a relief to Key! The country
and our flag were worth fighting for. The
price of victory was not cheap.
When the poem was set to music and

then adopted as the national anthem in
1931, it was perfectly acceptable – even desirable – that America’s official song
reached soaring high notes that were challenging and inspirational, rather than easy
and predictable to all who sang it with
hands held proudly over their hearts. Americans were known to be up to any challenge, made of hardy stock, and willing to
take risks, work hard and defend their country. The idea that the nation’s anthem
should be purposely “easy” and not reflect
the strength of its people would have been
unthinkable.
The lyrics of Every Breath You Take, if
taken seriously, depict a controlling, and by
today’s standards possibly abusive, relationship. The object of the song’s overbearing affection, if real, would have three
choices: Accept being watched and owned;
try to change the possessive lover’s actions;
or walk away and find someone else.
We who cherish liberty and object
strenuously to being watched or “owned”
by our government have only one choice.
We do not acquiesce, and we do not walk
away. (And where would we go?)
The only option is to reclaim our constitutional republic by limiting government
control and maximizing individual responsibility and liberty as enshrined in the
founding documents.
But how do we do that? That’s a long
story for another article, but the short version is to: 1) Educate ourselves and others
through accurate information on issues,
government policy and politicians; 2) Study
candidates under a microscope and elect
only those trusted to protect liberty; 3)
Build relationships with and positively influence elected officials; and 4) Work with
trusted like-minded groups. And maybe, 5)
For those who have the stomach for it: Run
for office and/or encourage others to do so.
It won’t be easy. But if we don’t reverse course, our kids and grandkids will
“belong” to the government with “every
breath they take.”
Is this wild exaggeration? Consider
that Common Core tracks students from
Kindergarten to career. The Secretary of
Education proposes government boarding
schools to keep children 24/7 and “cradleto-career” education reform. Congress
wants to increase federal funding to “community schools” to cover academic, physical, social, emotional, health, mental health
and other needs. Zoning codes limit where
and how we live, according to a national
plan. Pompous, overbearing politicians see
the need to ban certain team names and
smokeless tobacco at pro sports and goes
after school bake sales and kids playing tag.
Watching every move we make, every step
we take, every single day!
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Pump Up the Pumpkin

Watch every
NFL Game
every Sunday
while enjoying a
Breakfast Buffet
for $8.99
10/15

by Jean Briner

www.chadstrucking.com
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Here we are in autumn already. I love
the fall time of the year – not real cold yet,
and a lot cooler than what we have been
through. Probably the only people that
don’t like this weather are at PG&E. We old could have made it last year or the
can open our windows and doors and year before! But wait, Sara’s recipe is as
enjoy.
good as her story:
What do you usually think of when
Make the pumpkin-pie mixture from
this time of year gets here? Football the large can of Libby’s pumpkin. Pour it
games? Beautiful orange and red leaves into a large deep casserole. (I’d say she
on the trees (and then you have to rake used about a 3 quart Corningware dish.)
the lousy things up)? Halloween?
In a large bowl blend a packaged
Pumpkins! Over the past years I used to spice cake mix with two cubes melted
pick up Randy’s, and then Adam’s, kids butter.
after school at
Drop this mixSierra View and I
ture by spoonfuls
loved to sit there
And what are you reminded of on top of the pie
and watch the litmixture in the
tle ones on the when we say “Pumpkin”? Pumpkin casserole dish.
days they came Pie, Pumpkin Bread and lots of
Bake at 350
back to the school other desserts made with pumpkins? for about 1 ½
after their trip to Most people don’t bother with seed- hours.
the
Pumpkin
Now I ask you
ing, peeling, and cooking a pumpPatch. What ex– doesn’t that
citement! They kin any more, they just buy a can.
sound good? How
were so protecabout a big spoon
tive of their preof this with a blob
cious treasures. They hung on to it like of whipped cream on it – or a scoop of
the star football player running with the vanilla ice cream. Yummy.
ball to the goal line. Hopefully they all
The following pumpkin bread recipes
had someone at home that could help are for everyone, but especially for the
them make that all important Jack ‘O lady that called the office and requested
Lantern.
them and before I could get back to her, I
Pumpkin Anyone?
misplaced her phone number. The first
And what are you reminded of when one is my mother’s:
we say “Pumpkin”? Pumpkin Pie, Pumpkin Bread and lots of other desserts made
Pumpkin Nut Bread
with pumpkins? Most people don’t bother
1 C margarine
with seeding, peeling, and cooking a
3 C sugar
pumpkin any more, they just buy a can.
3 eggs
Although pumpkin pie is not my fa1 large can pumpkin
vorite, my mom did make delicious ones.
3 C sifted all purpose flour
She usually made two for Thanksgiving
1 ½ tsp salt
except when she knew her grandson Steve
1 tsp baking soda
would be there, then she would always
1 tsp baking powder
make a couple extras. She didn’t have any
1 tsp cinnamon
secret recipe, not even one written on her
1 tsp cloves
cards. Her recipe was on the back of a can
½ tsp nutmeg
of Libby’s pumpkin. Each large can will
1 tsp vanilla
make two pies.
2 C chopped nuts
In going through mama’s recipe
1 C raisins
cards, I found this one. She has cut it out
Cream together margarine and sugar.
of a newspaper and taped it to one of her Beat in eggs, add pumpkin and vanilla,
cards so I will copy it as it is. If you can’t mixing well. Sift together dry ingredients,
make good pie crust (like me) or just blend with pumpkin mixture. Add nuts
don’t like to make pie crust, this recipe and raisins.
would be ideal and it sounds good too.
Bake in loaf pans for 40 to 45 minutes in preheated 350 oven.
No Crust to Screw Up
Stick it in the oven and forget it for
an hour and half. Easy, peasy. My 11 year
Please see RECIPE on P. 9

CA #441782

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

Doors open
at 9 a.m.
Kickoff is at 10 a.m.

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
Click on “Local News” at
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RECIPES cont. from P. 8

• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete
Marty Owen The Concrete Guy
Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

The following recipe is my sister
Faye’s (Randy’s mom). You will notice it
doesn’t take any eggs.
Faye’s Pumpkin Bread
Oven 350 Yield – 3 loaves
1 can pumpkin
4 C sugar
1 C oil
Mix together, then add to pumpkin
mixture:
2 tsp baking soda
2 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp cloves
1 tsp nutmeg
1 tsp salt
5 C flour
Bake in prepared pans 70 minutes
I have a very dear friend living in
Chowchilla that I went to school with since
the seventh grade. She took over as manager of the high school cafeteria when my
mother retired. Every year she invites my
sisters and me up to her house for a Christmas luncheon. A couple of years ago she
served a pumpkin roll that was really delicious. I asked her for the recipe and I’ll pass
it on to you.
Pumpkin Cake Roll
3 eggs
1 C sugar
1 tsp lemon juice
2/3 C pumpkin
1 C chopped nuts
¾ C flour
1 tsp baking powder
½ tsp ginger
½ tsp salt
2 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp nutmeg
Filling:

10/15

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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can describe Don’s every move.
The hour and a half flew by and
before I knew it he was leaving the
stage for the second time. I wanted
to run after him but the very large
men in very tight T-shirts looked
like they could take me. My date
had a good time, which is nice but
honestly I forgot he was even there
for a while. It was the best concert I
have ever been to and easily the
most incredible experience of my
life. I think one of the hard parts
about seeing your favorite musician
perform live for the first time is expectation. Spending 20 years devouring every song he has every
written sets the bar pretty high. I’ve

1 C powdered sugar
6 oz. pkg. cream cheese- softened
¼ C butter - softened
½ tsp vanilla
Preheat oven at 375. Grease a 15x10x1
inch baking pan and line with waxed paper.
Grease and flour the paper. Set aside.
In a mixing bowl, beat eggs on high for
5 minutes. Gradually beat in sugar until
thick and lemon colored. Add pumpkin and
lemon juice.
In another bowl (I use a large piece of
wax paper so you won’t have another bowl
to wash) mix flour, cinnamon, baking powder, salt, ginger and nutmeg, fold into
pumpkin mixture.
Spread batter into prepared pan, sprinkle with nuts.
Bake at 375 for 15 minutes or until
cake springs back when lightly touched. Be
careful not to bake too long or it will be too
dry to roll.
Immediately turn out on a clean towel
that has been dusted with powdered sugar.
Peel off paper and roll cake up in the towel
starting with the narrow end. Cool.
Meantime, in a mixing bowl, beat
cream cheese, 1 cup powdered sugar, butter
and vanilla until fluffy.
When cake has cooled, carefully unroll
the cake. Spread filling over cake to within
1 inch of edges. Roll up again (not in
towel). Cover and chill until serving. Dust
with powdered sugar if desired.
Fall Back
Just a reminder that Daylight Saving
Time will end Sunday Nov. 1 at 2 a.m. Before going to bed Saturday evening set your
clocks back (remember spring forward, fall
back) one hour.
This story originally appeared in the
October 2009 issue of the Ranchos Independent.
-- Editor
been to many concerts where the
musicians clearly rely heavily on
modern technology to achieve their
sound, and for the most part I stop
buying their albums after that. But
that’s the thing about older music –
they had to sound good because
there weren’t a lot of fancy tricks
some dude in a booth could do to
make you sing or play when you really couldn’t. Don didn’t disappoint.
Even as he stares 70 in the face, his
performance was every bit as extraordinary as I had hoped. I don’t
think the night could have been any
better. No, I’m wrong – I wish my
dad would have been there, after all
he is responsible for this particular
obsession of mine. It would have
been nice to experience it with him.
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The Bookshelf

Picture This: It’s Picture Book Time

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12
645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
10/15

The Ranchos Library will soon
be celebrating picture books. November is officially Picture Book
Month. Picture Book Month was established to remind us of the importance of picture books and the
connection that we make emotionally, physically and socially when
we take the time to slow down and
read stories aloud. Picture books
spark imagination and creativity and
they provide the listener/viewer an
opportunity to make connections that
pertain to aspects in their own life.
During these read aloud sessions we
are gifted with a bonding experience
that cannot be achieved by any other
manner. Picture books bring about
fun entertainment because the reader
and the listener(s) get to be active
participants in the story and the development of the story. Picture
books were developed for children
aged newborn to children over 100
and are great for everyone. Each
Thursday at 11 a.m. Mrs. Diane
Maxfield provides an educational
and fun story time that always features some of our picture books.
The Ranchos Library has a wonderful collection of picture books. We
have books that help you learn about
your feelings, your achievements and
disappointments, manners, holidays,
changing of the seasons and so much
more. Take the time to stop in and
pick up a picture book to read with
those that you love or just enjoy one
yourself. Get lost in the world of
SkippyJon Jones; a Siamese cat that
believes he is a Chihuahua. Take a
trip across the ocean or fly through
the clouds with an adventure story.
Grab a nice relaxing bedtime story or
maybe try one that helps with learning our ABCs and 123s. Select something that has only illustrations and
create your own story as you go or
better yet have children create the
story. Despite your choosing, you will
leave completely satisfied.
We would also like to invite you
all to stop in and see our new rocking
chair. Our beautiful chair has been
dedicated by Friends of the Ranchos
Library in the memory of Mrs. Esther
Anderson. It is an exceptional reminder that honors all of her service
and her remarkable devotion to shar-

ing her affection of reading with our children. It sits in the children’s area and frequently has little dangling legs snuggled
up with a teddy bear and a great book.
Ranchos Library wants to give just a
couple of quick friendly reminders:
Keep your eyes peeled for those
Bucks for Books inserts that will be inside of your County Property Tax bills.
Bucks for Books is a program that allows you to contribute directly to your
very own library. The proceeds go to
Friends of the Ranchos Library and stay
right here in your own community.
Next, with Thanksgiving just around
the corner and the official start of the
Christmas shopping season, picture
books make fantastic gifts. They can be
shared and enjoyed over and over again.
Please remember that if you are an online shopper and utilize Amazon for your
purchases, be sure to sign up for AmazonSmile. You will then simply select
Friends of the Ranchos Library as your
organization. This will allow the Ranchos
Library to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.
Then every eligible purchase you make
will result in a donation.

10% OFF
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By Amanda Judd

1st Application
(new customers only • exp. 11/30/15)

FREE Analysis
FREE Quote

GOT WEEDS? CALL US • 559-245-2273
Monday - Friday • 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. • ValleyGreenSolutions.net

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
Do you suffer from:

Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis
Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion
Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Then I can help you!
Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

call 645-4948 or 430-7131
Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

10/15

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com

Click on “Local News” at
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Factory level and above diagnostic and repairs

We do most repairs on most vehicles •
Google Complete Car Care Fresno and read
the 150+ 5-star reviews and see what Fresno
and the Madera Ranchos are saying about
Complete Car Care • We are your local NAPA
Auto Care Center • California Star Certified
Smog Check Station

Welcome Back

10/15

Go Hawks!

By Andy Alvarado

Hwy. 99 at Barstow, just east of Island Water Park
M - F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • complete_car_care@hotmail.com

chain link

wood

As many of you may be aware, my
first day back in Golden Valley USD was
Sept. 21. I am grateful to be back as the
lead learner of our wonderful school dis-

wrought iron
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chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators
security windows • security doors • barbed wire

www.The Ranchos.com

tricts. We have many reasons to be excited
for this upcoming school year.
One initiative in particular is our oneto-one mobile device program at Liberty
High School. This year we will be completely one-to-one in grades 9-12, which
is one year ahead of schedule. We feel it is
a moral imperative to make sure students
are prepared for what the 21st century will
be expecting of them as they enter the real
world. Our ultimate goal is to have devices available district-wide in all grades
and with your support we can accomplish
this goal in the near future.
I have been asked if it is going to require a lot of rebuilding after the challenges we have faced during the past eight
months. To that, I say no. “We are not
going to rebuild, we are going to reload.”
I mean this wholeheartedly for I believe
when you have principles and values that
are as embedded as they are here in
Golden Valley, it’s not necessary to start
over. It is necessary to make sure those
who have signed on to the challenge of
educating our children understand what
they have agreed to. Our core values and
principles will remain the same.
Our work here in Golden Valley Unified School District is centered on providing a curriculum-rich education that is
driven by real world and real life experiences. We will continue to stress to our
teachers and administrators the importance of our core values of providing a
rigorous curriculum, making learning relevant to our students and developing positive relationships with our children; this
is the Golden Valley Way.
Our community expects us to prepare
our students for the real world. We understand, in order to accomplish this task, it
truly takes a GVUSD community. We take
this responsibility wholeheartedly and
vow to bring our best day in and day out.
Our children need to be able to compete
globally and we are committed to being
increasingly proactive in preparing students for challenges that do not yet exist.
We must recognize the paradigm shifts in
education and adjust our systems to properly and proactively address an everchanging society. Our past is not a prelude
to our children’s future.
We have set the highest standard of
what we expect from our students and
staff. Our students and staff will be re-

Please see Andy on P. 16
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Annual Community

Christmas Tree
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Lighting Ceremony

Maywood Shopping Center • Friday, Dec. 4* • 6 p.m.
The return of the original Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming
to the Maywood Center on Friday, Dec. 4* at 6 p.m. Come join in the
celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans
Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas
carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.
Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 11. Gifts will be delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 14 at 10 a.m.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details
*Date subject to change to Saturday, Dec. 5 based on Liberty High School football post-season schedule.

Wednesday, December 9 • 6-7:30 p.m.

Help a Foster Child
this Christmas

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

through the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and CASA

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring

10/15

“The Big One” Christmas Chamber Mixer
37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C, Madera Ranchos
Everyone is invited. Great food will be served. Our Merry Christmas to you.

Our Newest Member

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome

Valley Toner Supply
Bruce Tamiyasu
to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce family.
Get involved. Come to a meeting. Always the second Wednesday of the month
at 37167 Ave. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Call 645-4001 for more info.

Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster
child this Christmas by stopping by the
Chamber office and selecting an ornament
with a child’s name, age and gift request.
The requests range from everything from a
Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair
ribbons.U n w r a p p e d
items must be turned in
to the Chamber office by
December 11.
Call 645-4001 for
more information.

Click on “Local News” at
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Think Before You Toss

tered books and electronic waste (TVs, monitors, computers, kitchen/household items,
anything with a cord).
SpeeDee Oil Change (6504 N Blackstone Ave, Fresno) – Used oil.
Lions Recycle for Sight (Lions Clubs) –
Eyeglasses
Clovis Police Department (1233 5th St,
Clovis) and Fresno Co. Sheriff's Office (2200
Fresno St, Fresno) – Medicine – DEA authorized collectors.
The Madera County Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Facility (21739 Road 19,
Chowchilla) – Motor oil, antifreeze, brake
fluid, grease, batteries, ammonia-based cleaners, drain cleaners, deodorizers, aerosol cans,
spot removers, oven cleaners, moth balls, photographic chemicals, wood preservatives, art
supplies, paint remover, paint, solvents, insect
spray, weed killers, pool chemicals and pesticides. Items not accepted are medical wastes,
radioactive material and large compressed gas
cylinders. Quantities limited to 15 gallons of
liquids or 125 pounds of solids per trip.
O.S.H. (5445 N. Blackstone Ave,
Fresno) – Fluorescent tubes, CFL bulbs, oneuse batteries and rechargeable batteries.
Small, household quantities (unbroken).
Marjaree Mason Center (1600 “M”
St., Fresno) – All cell phones, including nonworking cell phones and those without
chargers.

Best Buy (7550 N Blackstone Ave, River
Park, Fresno) – TVs, VCRs, computers, cell
phone batteries, laptop batteries, rechargeable
batteries, tablets, appliances, ink and toner,
CDs, video games, cameras and camcorders,
care audio, video and GPS.
For things that are still usable, you have
more options. You can sell your items online
at Madera Ranchos Yard Sale Facebook
group, Craigslist and www.ThredUp.com.
There are places to donate and sell here in the
Ranchos like the Ranchos Hills Seniors
(37330 Berkshire Dr.), and Now & Again
(37184 Ave 12 #104) and a plethora of other
consignment and thrift stores in Fresno and
Madera.
If you’re not receiving value from items
in your home, garage, or storage, consider
what they might do for someone who can’t afford to purchase new, or who might benefit
from your donation to Hospice Thrift, SPCA
Thrift, or Fresno Rescue Mission Thrift.
Who could argue with Mother Teresa? “I
only feel angry when I see waste; when I see
people throwing away things we could use.”
Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-8713314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www.
organizedbychoice.com.
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When I was a kid we had a plum orchard across the street and a big field in back.
We would sculpt dirt clods after the orchard
had been plowed and make forts in the field.
Daniel Boone was our hero and we’d find
long sticks to use as our rifles. You might say
we were masters at repurposing.
I suppose the depression era folks were
the true masters and many people still hang
on to things — just in case. As an organizer
I’m not against saving things, as long as you
know where to find them when you need
them and they’re not getting in the way of
what you currently need and use. Better yet,
I’m all for reducing, reusing and recycling.
With our new Redrock recycling bins
we can now see just how much of what we

discard can be recycled. Here are some interesting recycling facts from Redrock’s website
(www.CagliaEnvironmental.com):
• Recycling one aluminum can saves
enough energy to run a TV for three hours – or
the equivalent of a half a gallon of gasoline.
• If every American recycled just onetenth of their newspapers, we would save
about 25,000,000 trees a year.
• The energy saved from recycling one
glass bottle can run a 100-watt light bulb for
four hours or a compact fluorescent bulb for
20 hours. It also causes 20 percent less air pollution and 50 percent less water pollution than
when a new bottle is made from raw materials.
• Out of every $10 spent buying things,
$1 (10 percent) goes for packaging that is
thrown away. Packaging represents about 65
percent of household trash.
• A typical family consumes 182 gallons
of soda, 29 gallons of juice, 104 gallons of
milk and 26 gallons of bottled water a year.
That's a lot of containers – make sure they're
recycled.
In addition to using our Redrock recycle
bins there are other things we can do to reduce
our contribution to landfills. Here are some
additional recycling places and a list of what
they accept:
Neighborhood Thrift (353 E Olive Ave,
Fresno) – Stained/ripped clothing/linens, bat-

www.The Ranchos.com
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Hello, 93636.
Last week I was at my regular gas station topping off my fuel tank. I noticed a
tanker truck also there dropping off his fuel
load. Like always, I walked over to the driver
and entered a conversation with him concerning his batch. One of the questions I always ask is, “What is the alcohol content of
your batch?” It's important information I may
need when diagnosing customer complaints
like, “My fuel mileage and/or engine performance has declined.” Of course one of the
first things I will look at is the vehicle’s “fuel
trim adaptation.” Is the PCM (Powertrain
Control Module/engine computer) adding
more fuel than its base program setting? By
law, the gasoline we purchase at the pump
can contain up to 10 percent alcohol without
notification.Anything greater than 10 percent
must be posted.As I understand it, gasoline is
gasoline. When gasoline is manufactured at
the refinery and loaded into delivery trucks,
different additive packages can be added to
the gasoline to meet the different retailers’requirements. Generally the lower the price of
the gasoline the less additives and/or greater
the content of alcohol by volume. Alcohol
costs less than gasoline and therefore decreases the cost per gallon at the pump.
The driver said there is talk to change to
consumer batching at the pump. We would
have a choice to add 10 percent or 15 percent
alcohol to our batch with 15 percent being
the lowest per gallon price. I gave him my
suggestion which is a third option. My suggestion is alcohol free. My choice would always be 100 percent gasoline. I don't have a
particular bias against alcohol, I'm just interested in keeping my fuel costs down. Alcohol
contains about 50 percent of the energy of an
equal amount of gasoline and alcohol can
weigh up to a half pound more per gallon.
Both of these details are detrimental to fuel
mileage. If your vehicle is able to travel 400
miles on a tank full of gasoline, that range
will decrease to something closer to 200-250
miles with 100 percent alcohol in the tank.
This fact seems to have been left out of the
public conversation when the benefits of E85
(85 percent ethanol) are discussed. The
greater the content of alcohol in gasoline, the
lower your fuel mileage will be and the more
often you will be at the pump refueling.
As you may have noticed, some vehicles are flex fuel vehicles. A flexible fuel ve-

Warren Parr
California Smog License
#EO139887
California Star Station #117312

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?
10/15

CALL US!

10/15

Let’s get Gassed

hicle basically means it's a dual fuel vehicle.
A flex fuel vehicle can run on pump gas or
E85. E85 will decrease fuel mileage by
about 30 percent. In order to use E85 fuel in
General Motors vehicles, an extra layer of
software and hardware were incorporated.
Before the fuel is injected into the cylinders,
it passes through a sensor (analyzer) which
takes some capacitance measurements and
then preforms some complicated math to determine the ratio of gasoline to alcohol. That
information, along with fuel temperature and
other relative information, is transmitted to
the Flex Fuel Module. The Flex Fuel Module processes that information and sends its
recommendations to the PCM so the proper
adjustments can be made. A greater concentration of alcohol will require the PCM to
hold the fuel injectors open longer to facilitate the increased need for fuel. The secondary ignition timing curve will also need to be
adapted from its base programing.
Chrysler vehicles use oxygen sensors to
determine the gasoline to alcohol ratio. If
more than three gallons of fuel is added to
the tank, a recalibration process is triggered.
After the oxygen sensors reach proper operating temperature, the PCM will start “trimming up or down” the base fuel calculation.
That means if the oxygen sensor sees a lean
fuel condition due to increased alcohol content, the PCM will “trim up,” or add more
fuel. Vice versa if the fuel added has a lower
concentration of alcohol. These vehicles
need a functioning fuel level sensor to properly trigger the recalibration process.
Sorry folks, I just don't see the need.
Due to the advent of the modern catalytic
converter, I often see vehicles exhausting
less carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons and nitrous oxides (laughing gas) from their tail
pipes then is present in our air. I don't understand why we need to convert farmland and
water into corn so we can then process the
corn into ethanol. It takes land out of production which could otherwise be used to
grow food and uses precious water to grow
fuel. Wouldn't it be better to drill past the
water and into crude oil or natural gas deposits? Gasoline costs less per unit of energy,
it's clean burning in the modern day vehicle
and we have an abundant supply. Just for
your information, natural gas is even
cheaper, cleaner and in greater abundance.
You can reach me by email at
complete_car_care@hotmail.com for comments, questions about your vehicle or suggestions for future topics. There is no charge to ask
me for help or ask questions about a vehicle.
Thank You and God Bless 93636

Solutions for: Fibromyalgia • Degenerated Muscle
Carpal Tunnel • Tennis Elbow • Spinal Arthritis
Shoulder/Knee Joint Injuries • Sports Therapy
call
or
text

559-332-3313 • 36733 Ave.12

visit us online at ValleyHealthCenter.weebly.com

Want to reduce stress? Increase Energy?
Lose weight? Regain health?
NEW CLASSES ARE FORMING NOW!

• Yoga • Zumba • Core Conditioning
• Bodyweight Conditioning • Mobility • Boot Camp

559-416-8531
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37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos

One Week FREE Membership

with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 11/30/2015

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at

• GROOMING • GROOMING •

645-PETS

call
to make your grooming
appointments now

37221 Ave. 12 #1C

in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos
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• GROOMING • GROOMING •

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera
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Over 10 Sets on Display
Lifetime Warranty
DEMO Clearance Pricing

431-1311
Swings ‘n Stuff

10130 HWY 41, Madera
10/15

(prices subject to change • exp. 11/30/15)

Foster Parents Needed

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437

Golden Valley Baptist Church

www.transitionschildrensservices.org

10/15

LIC. #107206625

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

come meet friends!

Reach, Teach and Serve in
the Name of Jesus is our motto

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos
www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org

www.The Ranchos.com
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Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

559-645-1700

Page 15

Low-Flow Showerheads, Aerators
Free for Ranchos Area Residents
can make a recommendation to the Foundation Board.” Tom Hurst, owner of Hurst
If you live in the 93636 zip code, you Hardware, who is also a grant committee
are entitled to free water-saving hardware, member and who will be distributing the
comprised of bathroom and kitchen sink water-saving devices from his store, is parfaucet aerators and low-flow showerheads, ticularly concerned about quality. “We want
distribution of which is scheduled to begin to make sure folks that install the free hardearly next year. This is because of the three- ware are really satisfied with it and conyear, $220,000 Water-Energy Grant Award tinue to use it for many years to come,” he
by the California Department of Water Re- said.
sources (DWR) to South -East Madera
Adam Lee, another grant committee
County (SEMCU) Foundation on July 1, member and a licensed civil engineer, is
2015. Currently SEMCU and DWR are helping the committee find qualified conworking out the grant agreement details tractors to install water meters as part of
with an updated and comprehensive work the Water-Energy Grant. “First we have to
plan, a detailed budget and a schedule of identify contractors who can meet the
implementation. DWR Project Manager state’s labor compliance requirements,” he
Mike McGinnis said that he anticipates said, “and then we have to decide exactly
everything will be in place by the end of the how to fairly select people that are interyear — after which SEMCU can begin ested in having part or all of their water
billing DWR for purchase of thousands of meter installation costs paid for in exaerators and showerheads for everyone who change for providing regular readings to
lives in the 93636
SEMCU
and
zip code area.
DWR. Our goal is
Where is
to obtain a better
SEMCU?
estimate of water
SEMCU Presusage and reducident Igal Treibatch
tion of those not alnoted that SEMCU
ready on a metered
serves the precise
system.”
geographic area,
How to Sign Up
southeast Madera
Sign-up forms
County, that is both
are available now
congruent with the
at Hurst Hardware
93636 zip code
and they are soon
area and also the
to be available all
area that is served
over the Ranchos.
by the Ranchos InGrant Committee
dependent. “It’s
members are also
The sign at Hurst Hardware says it all -- free
very convenient for low-flow faucet aerators and showerheads courtesy developing plans
us,” Treibatch said, of a grant procured by SEMCU. Hurst Hardware is to reach everyone
“because we can located at 37398 Berkshire Dr. and can be reached in the 93636 zip
reach all our con- at 645-5680.
code area multiple
stituents with our
times in multiple
local paper. And what’s more, anyone that ways over the next couple of years to enwants the free water-saving hardware need sure everyone who wants their free wateronly verify their address with either their saving hardware devices will be able to get
driver’s license or a bill, from PG&E for them. Arrangements will also being made
example, that they’ve received in the mail.” to help people get the hardware installed if
Physically, the SEMCU benefit area is needed.
Get Involved and Learn More
bounded on the south and east by the San
Joaquin River and Hwy. 41, and on the
Please feel free to join your neighbors
north and west by Hwy. 145 and the at the next SEMCU monthly meeting held
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad.
on the third Monday of every month at 6:30
How Good is Free?
p.m. at the Pizza Factory. You can also learn
The SEMCU Grant Committee has al- more about SEMCU by checking out their
ready obtained quotes from several vendors website, www.semcu.org, or on Facebook
for the hardware. “The next step is to test under “South East Madera County United.”
all the samples we’ve received,” said com- And, as always, reminders about SEMCU
mittee member Jeff McGrath, adding, and other community meetings and events
“We’re going to compare them to one an- are sent regularly to those who “Like” the
other, in terms of quality and price, so we Ranchos Independent on Facebook.
By Karen Petryna
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Kiwanis Korner

In Memoriam

Making a Difference, One at a Time
ByPerryWatkins
“Kiwanis International is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the
world one child, one community at a time.”
One of the reasons I love living in the Ranchos is the people. There are several other reasons as well. Think of some other places where
you might have had the good fortune to be born
and raised.
Alittle girl,notyetateenager,walkseverywhere she goes in Guatemala. Her feet are dried
and cracked and look like they belong to someone of a far greater age. Sadly walking a rock
strewn road cracks them and walking through
putrid water allowed parasites to infest and soon
her body is bloated and she appears as though
pregnant with a
death pall. About
$150 could save her
but it might as well
be a million. A pair
of shoes that costs
less than a fast food
burger would save
other lives from this
fate, but none arrives. Oh well, not
my problem not
your problem either.
I want that burger.
A church is 11
miles away and the dedicated parishioners walk
it at least once a week for church services. Some
walk it more often and many have no shoes.
Sadly, the barrios along the way are not always
friendly. Old rivalries that have little to do with
the parishioners occasionally cause a few to be
murdered along the way. Death does not discriminate.Itwelcomeschildrenandmothersinto
its cold arms. Oh well, a country far away – not
my problem and not yours.
A church is full of the most pious people
you could meet. They go to church two or three
timesa week,sometimesmore.Thereis nothing
else around – the church is the center of everything: culture, religion, celebration and deaths.
Too bad the roof is falling in and not a dollar
among them to replace it. Plaster falls off and
even though they would be safer outdoors they
continue to come and pray. It is certainly not our
problem.
A widower in the Madera Ranchos isn’t
able to change the light bulbs so she lives in partial darkness. The furnace filters which were
once helpful are probably now more of a hazard
since they haven’t been changes in two years.A
light fixture hangs dangerously exposed out of
itshousing.Thosethingsmightaswellbe40feet
high. It is all she can do to make it down the hall

way with her walker without tripping in the half
light. Don’t tell anyone, but the back door doesn’t even lock anymore. Broken.
The pastor’s wife is a widow now. She has
to make hard decisions.Abandoned by her own
church, she has only a small tortilla press and
must decide whether to make a few tortillas to
sell or a few more to feed her children – its half
a dozen of one and six of another. The price of a
meal at River Park would feed her kids for
months and buy the babies medicine too. But
thereis no checkin the mail,no medicineexcept
prayer. Well, mail doesn’t even arrive here very
often, certainly not for her.
There are people right here that make the
world’s problems their own. That widower got
herlightsrepaired.Thelittlegirlgotthemedicine
in time to kill the parasites. The church in Mexico got a new roof.
The pastor’s family
was adopted. Some
very good folks at
Flip Side Church ate
fewer meals at River
Parkandforgosome
other fine things
money could buy to
save lives instead.
Saving souls and
saving lives – a
pretty good calling.
There are lots of
good folks here in
the Ranchos. Come visit some of them at Pizza
Factory Thursday evenings, or at the Flip Side
Church. They’ll probably talk a lot more about
life and living and the local football team than
about God or Jesus but you can feel it move
you if you stand too close. If you stand too close
for very long you might even save the life of a
hopeless 10-year-old girl in South America or
maybe one right here in the Ranchos.
Pizza Factory on Thursday evenings at
6:30. Call KIWANIS at 209-761-5968.

www.ranchoskiwanis.com
Officers
President: John Glueck
Vice President: John Addington
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Virginia Vick

Board Members
Ollia Ridge
MaryAnn Parks
Deb Farr
Marie Cameron
Beverly Delk
Mona Diaz
Perry Watkins

Richard G. Richards
May 8, 1933 - September 24, 2015
My Grandpa said "farewell" to this world this morning. My heart breaks as I realize I will never see his smile again except for in pictures and in memory. As a child,
this man was a superhero to me. As kids, my cousins and I would spend summers at
his house in Long Beach. His home was a magical place to be. So many amazing childhood memories that I will cherish forever.
Rest in peace Grandpa. You have been delivered from your suffering. May God
greet you at the gates and may you live a rich and eternal life in heaven. Until we meet
there, love you forever ...

JOHANNES cont. from P. 2
dear friend.”
District 5 Supervisor Tom Wheeler
agreed. “Johannes is one of the best Road
Commissioners this County has had. Projects such as the widening of Road 200 had
been sitting on the shelf for years until Johannes came on board. Words cannot express how appreciative I am for his
leadership and hard work.”
District 4 Supervisor Max Rodriguez

Andy cont. from P. 11
spectful. Our students will represent
themselves, their family and their school
community with pride. Our students expect to be guided in this way. It is our
duty to embrace this challenge and hold
our students to the highest standard, especially when it comes to dress and
grooming and behavior. We believe in
addressing the “little” things each and
every time, so they do not become “bigger” things. Our learning environments
will be such where students and teachers
are respected. Our administrators are
charged with making sure the classroom
remains protected and sacred in order
for teaching and learning to be optimized; this is non-negotiable. We will
not compromise these core values.
We are committed to providing
your children the very best education
possible. It is our job to make sure this

echoed the same sentiment. “Johannes has
attracted and inspired an excellent team and
created a solid foundation in the Public
Works department. He has been an integral
part of our County team and will be sorely
missed.”
Hoevertsz’s last day is Nov. 6. The
Board of Supervisors will discuss the recruitment of Hoevertsz’s replacement
and the appointment of an interim Public
Works Director at the Nov. 3 Board
Meeting.

is the expectation and we surround ourselves with staff capable of carrying out
this mission. Over the next few months,
I plan on meeting with the many new
and returning staff members on our team
so they clearly understand The Golden
Valley Way. Our core principles have
been unwavering for many years; these
are principles that have guided Golden
Valley USD as one of the top performing school districts in the state of California. We plan to stay committed to
those core principles with intentional efforts.
We personally wish all of you a remarkable school year. If you have any
questions regarding our district programs, please don’t hesitate to give me
a call; my door is always open.
Sincerely,
Andy Alvarado, GVUSD Superintendent

Click on “Local News” at
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DO-OVER cont. from P. 3
$75,480 in southeast Madera, exceeds the
state average, if approved, support for the
project will be solely in the form of a lowinterest loan. The total cost estimate for the
project in the application was $15,508,940
which also includes a water meter installation cost of $634,500. And again, the project
would have to be approved by both the
Board of Supervisors and also a Proposition
218 vote by the rate payers.
State of the Water System,
County’s Finances
At the first meeting, Director Hoevertsz
said the MD-10a system is working
smoothly with four wells: Dublin, Charlton,
New Fender and Kensington, in operation
while maintaining a pressure ranging from
40 to 60 psi with a target of 50 psi. Upon inquiry from an attendee, Frazier acknowledged that at some point, rates will go up for
system users, but he doesn’t anticipate that
until sometime after water use restrictions
are lifted. He added that right now users are
paying a relatively low rate for rather large
lots with unlimited water use, and a new engineering rate study will likely be needed in
order to begin the process of determining
how to pay for new water works. Frazier
spoke at both meetings about how financial
management at the County has been completely inadequate partly because, “The state
mandates no negative balance so public finance is insane.” He also elaborated at the
second meeting that the new Auditor/Controller, Todd Miller, is nearly caught up on
over three years of financial records.
Presentations
After the updates, a presentation was
made by Engineer I Mohammad Alquatami,
also of the Public Works Department, about
the dry well program the County has established. In anticipation of the El Niño predicted for this winter, the County has
recently established new standards and
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waived the permit fee for the dry wells, as
reported in last month’s issue of the Ranchos Independent. Alquatami said that the
dry wells were designed to help with storm
water run-off as well as to recharge the
groundwater by penetrating through the
hardpan and that they would work best in
locations of lower elevation where the water
naturally drains. Permits for the wells,
which the County will expedite, have been
simplified to a two-page form and the design is being placed on the County website,
Madera-County.com, under the County
Forms menu as E-6 Drain Well Detail.
Plans Examiner John Quigley, with the
Environmental Health Department, gave the
last two presentations of the evening at the
first meeting, on the use of “gray water” and
on rainwater harvesting. Regarding gray
water, he said it is used both for surface irrigation for landscaping as well as groundwater recharge and includes, “… waste water
from bathtubs, showers, bathroom wash
basins, clothes washing machines and laundry tubs, but does not include waste water
from kitchen sinks, dishwashers, or toilets.”
Regarding rainwater harvesting, Quigley
said, “A simple gravity flow system with a
holding tank of less than 5,000 gallons
would not require a building permit” to harvest rainwater. But a holding tank of more
than 5,000 gallons and “a more complex system using pumps, switches and electrical
connections to pressurize the system,” will
require permits for both the tank and the
electrical system. Quigley recommended
that those interested first calculate and estimate their water use and needs and design an
approved gray water method and then contact the County to determine if and what permits are needed. He invited everyone to call
the Building Department at 675-7821 or the
Environmental Health Department at 6757823 with any questions. Both of Quigley’s
presentations are available at the County
website on Supervisor Frazier’s page.

By the end of both meetings, Rhonda
Cargill, Supervisor Frazier’s soon to be former legislative assistant, had collected the
following wish list items from those present:
• Create alleys (between properties to
access the water system pipeline more easily)
• Move the system pipeline to the front
of the property lots
• (Produce good) financial management
and accountability
• Develop options to hook up residents
surrounding the assessment district
• Create options for (potential) privatization (of the system)
• Green lawns
• (Good and consistent) water pressure
and an effective system
• (A new) advisory committee
• A wastewater treatment plant
• Municipal Service Review recommendations
• (Create more) surface water delivery
(to recharge groundwater)
• Full (system) build-out (to accommodate) future connections
• (Obtain more) grants
• (Install) agricultural dry wells
• Check Road Funds to see if any were,
or are, still to be taken from MD-10a
• (Develop) 3, 5, 10 and 20-Year Plans
for Sustainability for MD-10a
• (Create an) “impacts of developments” timeline
• Halt the Liberty Village development
• Delay the Riverstone development
• (Conduct) further study of water impacts
• Waive the fee for gray water systems
At the end of the second meeting,
which ran about 15 minutes over schedule,
Supervisor Frazier thanked Rhonda Cargill
for coming to the meeting on her birthday
and congratulated her on her promotion to
Chief Clerk of the Board.

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
matter who is sitting on the board.
With that being said, the majority of
GVTA is thrilled with the outcome of the
recall elections and are so pleased to have
Mr. Alvarado back at the helm. It has been
a rough year. It is not time to point fingers
or lay blame – we need to bring back the
GVUSD family stronger and better than
ever. We look forward to achieving the
success and regain the impressive stature
that GVUSD has become known for.
Sincerely,
Teri Malmstrom,Teacher, Coach, GVTAPresident
Fresno

Dear Editor:
Sir, I would like to congratulate the voters
of the Ranchos. What a victory for the Golden
Valley Unified School District. In the words of
Jackie Gleason, “How sweet it is!” I know it
took hours of work and dedication for the conclusion of this election to be made possible.
This recall is a good example of democracy.AsAndrew Jackson said, “To the victors
go the spoils.” I’m sure the Board is only one
step away from being back to normal.
There’s no doubt in my mind the pen is
mightier than the sword. The community is so
fortunate to have a local paper. I’m sure the results would have been different without it.
I enjoy reading the Independent. My
hat’s off to all connected with the paper. So,
to the whole staff, if I may paraphrase “Bill”
Shakespeare, “All is well that ends well.”
Name withheld upon request
Clovis
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Alteration Services

Housecleaning

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-6454583.

Housecleaning - Get ready for the
holidays. Call Linda or Staci at
559-458-3248.

Business Opportunity
For rent, lease or purchase - Full
service car wash tunnel on Ave. 12,
Madera Ranchos. Call 559-6456630.
Booth Space
busy salon in
a esthetician,
icurist. Call
info.

- now available for
Ranchos. In need of
hair stylist and man645-6565 for more

Child Care
Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy - 28
years experience. Wood Stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559908-9332.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-9704476.

For Rent
Office for rent – 36711 Avenue 12
in Madera Ranchos – approx. 450
sq. ft. Rent $400/month includes
utilities. Call 805-570-1797.

Gutter Services
The Gutter Doctor specializing
in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor
- Repair Maintenance. 32 years
working in the area. Call 559822-2759.

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Painting Services

Real Estate
Your Ranchos Home Sold
Guaranteed
Or I’ll buy it for cash*
NO Gimmicks! Order a Free Report on my exclusive
Guaranteed Sale Program, by visiting:

www.TomsGuaranteeSale.com
Tom Thayer, Broker
Real Estate Professionals
License #01105315

For FREE Recorded Message Call:
1-866-254 -3814 ID#1072
Or you can call me direct at: 559-706-3820
Not a solicitation of active listings

*Seller and Tom must agree on price and closing date.
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Classified

Painting Services - 40 years of
experience.
Licensed.
Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Lic. #273099.
Call 64 5-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community
organizations
and
schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.
TractorWork - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

SUDOKU

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track and sills included. Remove hard water stain on home windows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal available. Fully insured. Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates. Ask about our SENIOR
DISCOUNT!

TO ADVERTISE
CALL 645-0634
in the Ranchos Independent

©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000
www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
10/15

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

www.davidparker.info
Property Management we can rent your home:

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?
Ask about our

FREE
home
warranty
program.

We Have
PreApproved
Buyers!

Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890
DRE #00329063

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”
The Ranchos is a great place to call
home ~ call, text or email me for any
questions you may have regarding your
home or property values.

10/15

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
10/15
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

10/15

Jerry Eddings, Realtors

www.parker-properties.info

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Call Today!
Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987
Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

DRE Lic. #01454566

www.The Ranchos.com

the Ranchos Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
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BRE# 01397023

maria@ossrealtor.com
Ranchos resident for over 30 years!

10/15
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Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone
Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

sin
1970ce

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
Sales & Leasing

822-4500

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER

Jo-De DRILLING

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

LIC. #273099

HIGH QUALITY
Notary in the GATE
SYSTEMS
Ranchos!

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE
Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent

559-454-8060
call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368

(559) 645-0634

Lic. #961690

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

s
Rancheont
Resid

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Mitchell L. Vick
Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

repair

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

559-363-1851

we also have P.O. BOXES available
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com

Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory

JEAN BRINER

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Some flashes of Aries ire might erupt as you confront an unusually
bewildering situation. But you should be able to keep your temper under control as you work through it.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) That marriage 'twixt the arts and practicality that Taureans excel at
once again highlights your enjoyment of much of the week. However, you need to watch any sudden
urge to splurge.

ADS

LOGOS

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Even with all the plusses apparently outweighing the minuses, you
still might want to defer an important decision to make sure you have all the facts you need.

PR

MARKETING

645-0634

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) One or two problems might threaten to derail otherwise smoothly
running work or home situations. A few well-placed words should help get things back on track quickly.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) This could be a good time for all you Leos and Leonas in the spotlight to
open your generous Lion's hearts and share the glory with those who helped you accomplish so much
along the way.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) You might want to get advice from someone who's
been there and knows these situations better than you do, before investing time or money (or both) in
a questionable matter.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Be careful how you handle a workplace matter that
seems out of place in the schedule you've prepared. Before you act, one way or another, find out who
set it up and why.
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SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your entertainment aspect is strong this week. Besides
providing a wonderful break from everyday obligations, sharing fun times brings you closer to those
you care for.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Having a weekend fun fest? Your friend or
relative who's down in the emotional dumps could perk up if you find a way to include him or her in
your plans.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) If you're in one of those "the Goat knows best"
periods, you might want to ease up and try listening to what others have to say. You could learn something.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) That new challenge is getting closer, and you should
be out there now showing facts and figures to potential allies to help persuade them to rally to your
support. Good luck.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Getting a head start on holiday plans could help free up some
time later for other projects. Meanwhile, a colleague has some ideas that you might find worth discussing.

Born this Week

You are always there for others, and sometimes you need to be
reminded that you need to be there for yourself as well.
(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. "West Side Story"
2. Usually a lack of iodine
3. Berlin
4. Atlanta Rhythm Section
5. "Happy Gilmore" with Adam Sandler
6. Birds
7. Audio
8. Equine
9. A sentence that uses every letter of the
alphabet.
10. Groucho Marx

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. THEATER: Which musical featured a
song with the lyrics, "I feel pretty, oh so
pretty"?
2. MEDICAL: In human beings, what
causes a goiter?
3. GEOGRAPHY: In what city would you
find the Brandenburg Gate?
4. MUSIC: Which Southern rock band had
a hit single with "Imaginary Lover"?
5. MOVIES: In which movie did longtime
game host Bob Barker make his debut?
6. SCIENCE: What does an ornithologist
study?
7. COMPUTERS: What kind of computer
file carries the extension ".wav"?
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the
adjective used to describe horses?
9. LANGUAGE: What is a pangram?
10. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Who once
said, "Outside of a dog, a book is man's
best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark to
read"?

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword
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