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speed along highway 99, the asphalt bleary under the
high scorching sun. I’m heading to Kingsburg to
speak with farmers about one of the worst recorded

droughts in California history. I’m running late, a little
lost. My GPS screen flickers. The electric-lady-voice in-
structs me to turn right, but there’s nothing on the right ex-
cept for ditch weeds and fallow fields. Flats brown to the
horizon. Dust devils swirl out there, disappear, rise again
in another spot.

I

Miles later I exit. I think I’ve driven
too far. I turn right and then right again
and find myself at a four-way stop. I
take out my phone, hoping for a cell sig-
nal.

It’s then I hear the dirt bike. A
young and shirtless
man coasts in from
the west. His eyes
turn to my silver
Nissan with the
out-of-state rental
plates. He revs his
engine, lurches
into a wheelie then
speeds in front of
me, his middle fin-
ger thrust in my direction.

Welcome to the Central Valley,
ground zero of the water war. Outsiders
take heed for this is a troubled land.

The Valley’s Value
Before we get to what this drought

means—the anger and paranoia, the
heartbreak and bitterness—it’s impor-
tant to remember the Central Valley
isn’t just any valley. It’s one of the most
productive agricultural regions in the
world. Our country’s breadbasket. Our
primary source for tomatoes, almonds,

grapes, cotton, and dozens of other
products. I’m scheduled to see all of it,
on what I’m told will be a “tour of de-
struction.” My first stop is a beer with a
man named “Mule.”

Mule is the patriarch of Olson Fam-
ily Farms. On hot
summer evenings,
locals congregate
on a spit of river-
side land deep in
the Olsons’ stone-
fruit orchards.
Guinea fowl wan-
der the edges of
the lot. The river-
banks shoulder a

Lakota tepee, a cabin, a smokehouse, a
bungalow on stilts they call the “inner
sanctum,” and a deck where a group of
men drink beer and watch the river’s
brown water roll.

Mule has a long gray beard, wears a
military jacket and a leather tricorne
hat. He looks like a prospector straight
from the gold-pan era, and chastises me
when I call him “sir.” As I find a spot on
the deck, Mule says, “We’re family

Please see ZERO on P. 3

The drought is now killing off
century-old California farms. People
here don’t blame the weather gods for
not bringing rain—they blame the
rest of us for not giving a damn.

By DJ Becker

A resident's concerns for the Madera
Ranchos volunteer fire station recently re-
sulted in a $9,100 grant award from Fire-
man's Fund Insurance Company in
conjunction with local agency Dibudio &
Defendis Insurance Brokers, according to
station 19 Cal Fire captain Vance Killion.

The resident
was concerned and
motivated after the
June fire that de-
stroyed a house on
Bonadelle Avenue,
Killion said, and she
wrote a letter re-
questing the funding
for firefighters’ new
protective gear.

“This money
will purchase five
new sets of protec-
tive gear, what we call turnouts – the heavy
tan and yellow coats and pants firefighters
wear to structure fires andmajor vehicle col-
lisions. They are heavy duty and protect
[firefighters] up to about 550 degrees,” Kil-
lion said.

Killion said hewas very grateful for the
community support.

“These kind of grants are essential for
our station. It helps a lot, and everything ...

from the community, or residents helps.We
couldn't do what we do so well, without our
community support,” he said.

Due to County funding decisions, all
Madera County fire stations are operated
with one paid firefighter to respond to struc-
ture fires, vehicle collisions andmedical aid
calls, with volunteers supplementing the
emergency response as they are available.

“Sometimes Iget
a great response from
the volunteers [to a
fire or other emergen-
cies], and sometimes
it's justme. If it wasn't
for the [county fire]
volunteerswecouldn't
do our jobs,” Killion
said.

Thanks to the
active and motivated
Ranchos community,
Volunteer Fire Sta-

tion 19 is the best equipped and staffed fire
station in Madera County.

Killion, 34, is a long-timeRanchos res-
ident and started as a volunteer firefighter in
1998. He was promoted to the rank of Cal
Fire captain at Station 19 in November of
2013.

Anyone wishing to volunteer as a paid
call firefighter is encouraged to apply at Cal
Fire Station 1 at 14225 Road 28.

Station 19 Awarded $9,000 Grant

Kathy Anderson and Matt Defendis, left,
present Fire Station 19 Captain Vance Killion with
a grant check for $9,100 for new protective gear
as CalFire Battalion Chief Matt Watson looks on.

By Christi McKinney
MaderaRanchos resident JohnMatthews

was pleased to participate in theCentralValley
Honor Flight in September. Matthews and his
son Mark Matthews flew with 190 other Vet-
erans from Central
California and their
guests to Washing-
ton, DC.

In early 1944
Matthews fought in
the Battle of Peleliu
Island in the South
Pacific. In 1945 he
was sent to Oki-
nawa. Just before
leaving they were
told the first several
waves of troops would most likely not make
land because fighting was so intense. How-
ever,Matthews hit the beach in the first wave.
Visiting with other Veterans brought back
memories of some of themore famous heroes
that fought in WW2; Lou Diamond, Pappy
Boyington andAudie Murphy.

Matthews would encourage everyone to

visitWashington DC to see all the history and
all that ourVeterans have done for our country.
Hewas especially touched by theHonor Flight
celebrations that were held at the airports
where water cannons greeted their flights.

Upon arriving back
in Fresno ourVeter-
ans were greeted by
family and friends
and even a bagpipe
corp. to celebrate
their return.

The Honor
Flight Network
consists of over
100 independent
non-profit hubs
across the United

States. Our CentralValley chapter is currently
raising funds to charter planes that will send
our veterans to Washington D.C. in com-
memoration of their sacrifice, and in honor
of their service to our country. One hundred
percent of all donations go toward funding
these flights. Visit their website at
www.cvhonorflight.org for more info.

Ranchos Vet Takes Honor Flight

John Matthews Then and Now
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down here. Down here we look after each
other.” He glances around at the farmers
gathered. “This here’s my family.”

He says it like a warning—battle
lines are clearly drawn around this
drought, every outsider a potential spy—
and I know he’s telling me to watch my
intentions.

“Yes, sir,” I say, and Mule cracks the
slightest grin and rears a hand as if he

just might hit me.
Two of my main expectations are

immediately dispelled. One, I expect the
farmers I meet on this trip to be blighted
and sorrowful, a bunch of Tom Joads just
trying to make ends meet. But these guys
are irreverent and cocksure. Tired,
maybe. Clearly they listen to a lot of talk
radio. I also expect ceaseless talk of the
weather. Having grown up in farm coun-
try, I know every farmer looks helplessly
to the sky hoping the weather gods will

be kind. Even in the best of years, the
weather is a weight. But in this current
catastrophic cycle—three years of near-
record rainfall deficits putting most of
California at least one full year of normal
rainfall behind recovery, some areas
closer to two years, all while record-
breaking heat has currently left 58 per-
cent of the state in “exceptional drought”
conditions—I’m thinking I’ll hear noth-
ing short of the lament of the forsaken.

Instead, a man named Jeff Yarbro

hammers on about who they see as
enemy #1: environmentalists. As Yarbro
has it, these particular environmentalists
have fought to make sure whatever pre-
cious water is released from the state’s
reservoirs goes first to facilitating
salmon runs. The problem is that most of
this water heads out into the ocean with
no attempt to reuse it. “They want this
valley all jackrabbits and sage brush,” he

ZERO cont. from P. 2

Please see ZERO on P. 6

OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!10/14
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“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store! all prices exp. 11/30/14
except where noted and

are subject to change

Current Hay Prices per Bale
Orchard Grass .......................................................
Timothy Grass .......................................................
Forage Hay (heavy bales) .........................................
Oat Hay (heavy bales) .................................................
Alfalfa ...................................................................
Wheat Hay ...........................................................

$21.99
$19.99
$17.99
$16.49
$15.65 (and up)
$13.99 (and up)

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Activate YOURS now!

$5 OFF
Senior
Delight

King

$119.95
16’ Horse

Corral Panels

GREEN ONLY

when you buy 2 or
more 50 LB. bags

$14.99
75 LB. bag

4-Way Sweet C.O.B.

$18.99
80 LB. bag

Lay CrumbleYou still get 2% CASH BACKon ALL of your purchases with your3-V Feed REWARDS Card!

Low-Cost RABIES CLINIC
SAT. NOV. 1 • 10 a.m. - Noon

$6 • DOGS ONLY

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Summer Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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BUY ALL OF YOUR

PRODUCTS AT 3-V FEE
D!

Pellets or Sweet
Feed

WRANGLER ALL STOCK

$10.99
per 50 LB. bag

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

Petmaster

MAINTENANCE DOG FOOD

$17.99
per 40 LB. bag

Buy ALL of Your
Feed Here Too!

While Supplies Last!

$35 OFF
FARM HAND

TRUCK

Reg. $159
with this coupon
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2015. Delivery must be by August 31, 2015.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters
Dear Editor:

We have an important job of electing a
county supervisor in the upcoming election. I am
supporting Brett Frazier for county supervisor. I
feel Brett is the best candidate because he has
the qualities and proven experience we need in
a local leader. He is a man of integrity as shown
by how he has maintained his campaign and in
his own business. 

We need someone to represent us that is
willing to stand up and fight for the Ranchos, not
someone who will follow the majority. Brett has
already proven that he will stand up for what he
believes in when he served on the Madera City
Council. His leadership and vision carried over
when he served as Madera Mayor. He is the only
candidate with government experience.

I believe his age is also an asset. He relates
well with constituents of all ages. He has the en-
ergy it takes to do the demanding job of the
county supervisor.

Brett is committed to making decisions that
are in the best interest of our future, not just for
the short term. I like that Brett is committed to
serving in the future and will be accountable for
decisions he is making now.

He lives in the Ranchos and is very visible
in our schools and community. I have been im-
pressed at how informed he is on many subjects
that affect the Ranchos and how hard he is work-
ing on finding solutions.

Brett Frazier is a man of integrity and the
candidate with the most experience and leader-
ship needed for the County Supervisor job. 

Sincerely,

Cindy Landes
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
We need leadership in Madera County. I

am voting for Brett Frazier because I think he
will provide that leadership.

I am voting for Brett Frazier for Madera
County Board of Supervisors. Leadership in
America is unique to the world. What we hope
for is for our leaders to be open, fair and trust-
worthy – a representative who has a commit-
ment to listen to “ordinary” people and who
searches for the best ideas. We cannot serve all
the people without having knowledge, wisdom,
and real feelings for people on both sides of is-
sues. Everyone is entitled to due process. That
means our representatives must listen with an
open mind, must gather information and facts,
must objectively analyze all input and THEN
make informed decisions. That is “due process.”
I believe Brett is committed to due process.

Brett is old enough to have proven his lead-
ership ability and his commitment to realistic
problem solving. He is young enough to tackle
problems with energy and enthusiasm. He re-

spects his parents and values their influence in
his life. From his mother, a highly-respected ed-
ucational leader, he has gotten a strong sense of
responsibility for community involvement. Dr.
Sally Frazier, former Madera County Superin-
tendent of Schools, was one of the most impor-
tant participants for the establishment of
GVUSD. From his father, a successful business
owner in Madera, Brett has received guidance
and hands-on experience in real world business. 

Brett has demonstrated character in all of
the following:

• Served in civic leadership as City Coun-
cilman and as Mayor of Madera

• Is father of two children in local schools
– is committed to exemplary education for all
children

• Grew up under the influence of exem-
plary educational leadership – Dr. Sally Frazier,
Madera County Superintendent of Schools,
1986 – 2010

• Coached Liberty High School football for
one year

• Worked with his father in business –
gained practical understanding of free enterprise
system

• Supportive of and supported by Deputy
Sheriffs, Madera Police and Madera County
Firemen.

I see in Brett Frazier a hard-working and
honest candidate. Brett looks you in the eye, asks
good questions and listens to what you are say-
ing. I believe he wants to serve Madera County
with a commitment to the kind of leadership so
very much needed for our community and
county.

The guiding light for all that we do was so
clearly stated long ago, that government is “of
the people, by the people, for the people.” I am
voting for Brett Frazier because I see in him a
hope and intent to hold to that idea.

I don’t know how to win an election against
Big money, Big connections and Big political
machines. I do know that there is a right way and
a wrong way to offer your service to the public.
I believe that Brett Frazier has chosen the right
way.

Tom Kellner
Former Planning Commissioner for Madera
County
Former candidate for Madera County Supervisor
Administrator, GVUSD – 1999 to 2004
Business Owner/Kellner Properties

Dear Editor:
I am writing my response to a political

mailer I received yesterday, authored by Tom
Kellner and paid for by the Brett Frazier for Su-
pervisor Campaign.

Please see LETTERS on P. 27
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By Randy Bailey

The road to hell is paved with good in-
tentions. I know of few truisms that are
more accurate than that one. You intend to
do something ... you start moving in that
direction ... you’re really meaning to get
going ... and then nothing. It’s not just lazi-
ness or procrastination, although those are
prime culprits, but sometimes it’s when
you get going that you realize, as President
Bill Clinton said, “There’s no ‘there’
there.”

So I fully intended to do my usual
election issue specialty and tell you what
the Ranchos Independent recommends.
Just like the Bee does and the L A Times
does and on and on. The local stuff you’re
on your own. They’re all good people,
they’re all neighbors and friends. Let your
conscience be your guide. I’m talking
about statewide offices and the proposi-
tions. THAT’S where I had full intentions
of laying it all out and parsing the language
and making the difficult understandable ...
then I started looking at them. I have never
seen a more pathetic collection of wannabe
laws in my life. We have officially, with
this ballot, moved beyond “the lesser of
two evils” to “which evil do you like
best?”

Let me get the only proposition that I
feel strongly about out of the way. Vote
YES on Prop 48, the Indian gaming propo-
sition. Know why? Because North Fork
Rancheria followed all of the rules. If you

don’t want Indian nations to be able to “re-
claim” land that was once theirs and put it
in trust for future development, you should
have made a law that says that. But you
didn’t. If North Fork Rancheria was out
there doing backroom deals and sneaking
around, I’d be the first to yell “Foul!” But
they’re not. Get over it. Yes on 48.

Take Prop 1. A water bill. We sure
need that, right? $7 billion of which less
than HALF is for water storage. You know
in 2006 we passed Prop 84 authorizing
$5.4 billion for water projects, don’t you?
In 2005 there was Prop 50, authorizing
$3.4 billion for more water projects. Be-
tween 1996 and 2006 we approved $11 bil-
lion in water project bonds. How’s that
water system working?

Prop 45 is a nightmare. It gives the
state insurance commissioner -- one man --
sweeping authority over your health care.
Instead of having a free marketplace where
you can shop and get the best deal, the
State will tell you what that deal is. And
you will like it.

Prop 47 ... really?Why is it we go out
of our way to accommodate criminals?
The day Three Strikes passed there were
(and still are) people trying to un-do it.
Just too hard on criminals. I would agree
except for one thing: They’re criminals!
The felonies that this law would redefine
as misdemeanors are mind boggling.Who
are these people? I love the one argument
that by sending “low grade” criminals to
prison they come out better criminals so

The Independent Recommends ...

“Let's roll
up our

sleeves
and go

to work,
and put

America's
economic

engine
at full

throttle. ”

Editorial

their rationalization is let’s just keep them
out of prison and then they’ll only be am-
ateurish criminals. Can’t argue with that
one.

I think what’s got me so despondent is
even if we feel strongly about a proposition
and pass it in resounding numbers, all it
will take is one activist judge to overturn it
and we’re done. Can you say Prop 8? I
think I’m going to vote no on all of them
(except 48) and see what happens.

You’ll never guess what I heard the
other day. There’s someone running against
Jerry Brown for governor! He claims to be
a Republican, although he’s pro-abortion
and pro-gay marriage and pro just about
anything else that Jerry Brown is “pro” on
... except the train. He doesn’t like the train.
The election is in a week. I figure he’s sav-
ing it all for the day before the election.
He’s going to come on like gangbusters on
November 3 ...

... and then go back to his job at Mc-
Donalds on November 5.
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says, meaning the environmentalists.
“They don’t believe we should be here.
They’d like to turn the valley like it was
a hundred years ago. And for us to go
elsewhere.”

Andy Vidak, cherry farmer and sen-
ator for the 16th district, piggybacks
Yarbro’s passion, and for the next 20
minutes goes deeply and conspiratorially
political. He educates me on a long se-
ries of decisions made by a “small per-
centage of politicians who also hold the
most power” in collaboration with radi-
cal environmentalists who have worked
to destroy the farmers of the Central Val-
ley. “This is perfect politics,” Vidak
says. “The perfect war. This valley is
conservative.” He contends big-city lib-
erals are aware they can save the salmon,
don the hero’s crown for environmental-
ists, all while eliminating conservative
political opposition.

I respectfully suggest that one of the
most productive agricultural valleys in
the world couldn’t possibly be sacrificed
in the name of politics—there’s a popu-
lation base, functioning towns.

“No,” Vidak counters. “People in
New York or Boise, Idaho, don’t care
where their produce comes from.” The
valley of farmers could go away, and so
long as the product came from elsewhere
no one would care.

Carrots from China
He tells me a story of a local food

bank. It was mid-summer and the men in
line would be working if so much land
wasn’t left unfarmed due to the water
crisis. If that wasn’t bad enough, he no-
ticed the food bank was handing out cans
of carrots grown in China.

“Carrots from China,” Vidak says.
“All while we have two of the largest
carrot growers in the world down here.
That’s just wrong.”

I ask if he thinks there’s any hope
for the Central Valley farmer. Vidak be-
lieves they’re going to win eventually
because the country needs good, nutri-
tious food. He fights on hoping the bal-
ance of power can again be shifted back
to the valley, back to the farmer.

Mule crosses over to crouch beside
me, his tricorne hat almost piercing an
eye. He holds up a smartphone and
shows me a photo of a man, Burdizzo
pincers in hand, castrating a bull.

“That’s Andy,” Mule says.
No one talks for a time. The deck is

still. Clearly these men are angry, des-
perate. I sympathize, but also wonder if
maybe these conspiracy theories and
salmon-supervillains aren’t a sign

they’ve been driven a little mad.
Mule gives me a horse blanket and

we bed down for the night on the deck.
The “family” snoring all around me, I try
in vain to sleep, the river sparkling, the
moon oddly bright in the sky.

The next morning I meet with the
two men who, I’m told, will make sense
of all of this for me. My guides on this
tour of destruction. Jim Verboon is a big
man, a walnut farmer and fisherman,
with a friendly demeanor and a great
jolly laugh. Russ Waymire is kind but se-
rious. Hair oiled and shirt tucked, Russ
is all business.

We meet in a little café and the two
of them offer me a crash course in Cali-

fornia Water 101. Even in non-drought
years the logistics are complex. Snow-
pack runoff is captured in reservoirs.
Rivers and lakes are dammed. Canals
snake across the state. Some water is
managed at the federal level, some at the
state. There are 500 public water dis-
tricts, each with local ordinances. There
are senior water rights, junior rights, ri-
parian rights. As difficult as it is to un-
derstand water collection and
distribution, Russ and Jim simplify the
crisis by reiterating what I heard the
night before: Radical environmentalists
have effectively lobbied to have water
diverted away from the Central valley.

Beyond the salmon runs, Jim and

Russ tell me about the delta smelt, a
three-inch fish on the edge of extinction.
Environmentalists claim the powerful
pumps that send water to the Central Val-
ley are killing the smelt. The plummet-
ing fish population, and a lawsuit
through the Endangered Species Act, has
all but shut down the pumps. From the
perspective of both environmentalists
and the state, they’re managing for the
longterm. As in, if they divert water from
salmon or smelt, they may never recover.
Ever. While the farmers will eventually
be okay. For a time, they’ll have to make
do with less.

No Fight with Fish
Jim and Russ have no fight with the

fish. They simply believe blame is mis-
placed. In their argument, Jim and Russ
speak like professors, evenhanded and
thorough. They show me maps and
graphs, articles highlighted and anno-
tated, findings from a scientist at U.C.
Berkeley, attempting to validate their
theory that it’s not the pumps killing the
fish, but raw sewage from Sacramento’s
regional treatment plant.

No matter the reason behind the
pumps being shut off, one thing is ir-
refutable: The water isn’t coming to the
valley. Much of California relies on sur-
face water collected by state and federal
water projects. This year’s snow pack
was a dismal 29 percent. The winter and
spring rains didn’t come. After farmers
struggled through receiving only 40 per-
cent of their surface water allotment in
2012 and 20 percent in 2013, the West-
lands water district that delivers water to
the west valley received an unprece-
dented 0 percent of their 2014 allotment.
Before this year, receiving zero surface
water was inconceivable to the valley
farmer. But now it’s happened. Now any-
thing’s possible.

We drive through Jim’s walnut or-
chard, his trees full and healthy. But the
river behind his land is a deep canal of
sand. I’m confused. This is the Kings
River, the same river I slept beside the
night before. Turns out this isn’t the
work of Mother Nature. A weir alters the
water’s flow a few miles to the northeast.
Those who live above the weir have a
river. Those to the south look upon a
ghost-trench of silt and banks of dying
woods.

Jim’s keeping his operation going
with well water. He doesn’t want to de-
plete his land of groundwater, but has no
choice. Wells are expensive, using
groundwater dangerous. Natural aquifers
are drying up, the land subsiding, as lit-

A dry canal near the Tulare Lake basin in Corcoran, Calif.

ZERO cont. from P. 3

Please see ZERO on P. 10Ducks fly from a mound of cattle feed.
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A few weeks ago, a reader came
into the office to talk about an arti-
cle I had written. In the course of
our conversation I discovered she
was a member of the Russian
Molkan Christian Church. Randy
and I had never heard of that par-
ticular faith, so we were full of
questions. She very graciously ex-
plained their belief. They follow
the Christian faith; however they
follow the Jewish food laws. In
talking about their food laws, which
included nothing from the pig and
no shellfish, she said the magic
words: “I have a recipe book I can
let you borrow to see some of our
recipes.” I love to read recipe
books, especially those written by
people that I know have fed their
families the meals found in them,
so I jumped at the opportunity to
read this book.

Af ter she lef t , Randy sa id ,
“You know, the Ranchos is a
m i x t u r e o f
a l l nationali-
t ies. There are
probably more
countries repre-
sented than we
think about.”
We are all
Americans, but
our ancestors
came here from somewhere. Mine
are German (in fact we have a
street in Hamburg, Germany named
after us) and Irish. Where are
yours from? Do you still carry on
some of their food traditions? I’ll
bet if we put a map of the world up
and put a mark on the country your
family came from, probably every
country in the world would be
marked.

After Sarah brought me her
cook book, I couldn’t get over the
size of it . I was thrilled with it . I
spent almost nine hours reading it
before I set down at the computer
to start this article. There is every-
thing in it from soup to nuts, be-
lieve me! There is a paragraph in
the forward that I thought was
worth repeating here: “In our
homes today, as always, life is cen-
tered around our kitchens. The joy
of cooking for one’s family is age-
less. The warm atmosphere it cre-
ates, the aroma of dinner cooking,

and most rewarding of all … the
expression of love from a child
when you give him a freshly baked
cookie. These are treasures each
mother (or Grandmother or Aunt)
locks in her heart.”

I told you there was every kind
of recipe from soup …

Spinach Soup
5 C. water
1 med. Onion, chopped (op-

tional)
1 med. Potato, chopped
1 bunch spinach, coarsely

chopped
Salt and pepper to taste
1/3 cube butter or margarine
1 C. Half and half
Boil the potato and onion gen-

tly with seasonings about 20 min-
utes. Wash and chop the spinach

and add to
broth. Also add
the butter at this
time. Cook 5 to
8 minutes
longer. Turn off
burner; add the
half and half.
Enjoy.

To nuts …
Spicy-Sugared Walnuts
1 C. Sugar
1 tsp. salt
2 tsp. cinnamon
½ tsp. nutmeg
½ tsp. cloves
½ C. water
2 C. walnut halves
Combine sugar, salt, cinnamon,

nutmeg, cloves and water. Boil to-
gether, stirring often to 236 degrees on
candy thermometer (soft ball stage).
Remove from heat and add walnuts,
stirring until creamy. Turn out on
waxed paper and separate walnuts.

Who doesn’t like to mix some
ingredients together in one pan and
have dinner? There is a chapter in
this book for casseroles, so I picked
a couple that really sound good.

Chicken Enchilada Casserole
1 can Cream of Mushroom soup
1 C. Milk
2 - 7 oz. cans Ortega Green

by Jean Briner

The Magic Words

Please see RECIPE on P. 25

. . . she said the magic
words: “I have a recipe book
I can le t you borrow to see
some of our recipes.”

We must protect the future of our community and
our economy, and right now that means )nding both short and long term
solutions to our water crisis.

Short term solutions are difficult. We are already taking conservation
measures, but for those of us in the Ranchos community, that is not
enough.

Our top priority is providing for the water needs of homes and
businesses here in the Ranchos and in Supervisorial District One.

I have begun to look at desert states such as Arizona and Nevada,
to see what they have implemented and what worked for them for both
short and long term strategies.

The construction of the Temperance Flat dam project is a
necessary part of any long term solution.

Another need is for repair of the pipes in our water delivery system, to
stop wasteful leakage and to prevent contamination. I am exploring state
and federal assistance to help with funding to repair the pipes as soon as
possible. The grant money that has been accepted involves a possible two
year wait. That repair must take placemuch sooner than two years!

Bottom line – the water issue has been discussed for too many years
with no results. I will continue toworkonourwater needsuntilwehave
true results, so we don’t have to go through this crisis again.

We must look at the big picture, in order to fairly balance the needs of
residents, farms and businesses. As your next Supervisor, I will work full
time to better serve the people of District One.

Dear Friends
and Neighbors,
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tle as an inch in most areas, as much as a
foot in others, the land collapsing as the
water is siphoned out. How will he make
it through this year? How does he sustain
the land for the future? This is the bal-
ancing act Jim and every valley farmer
must painfully confront.

For years, Russ owned a custom
farming business and has helped harvest
acreage in every corner of this valley. As
we start to drive, he points out fallow
land his crews once worked. We pass pis-
tachio trees and Russ notes that the
leaves are yellowing, the trees failing.
The farther west we drive the larger the
plots of unfarmed land. Signs mark the
road’s shoulder: NOWATER = HIGHER
FOOD COSTS; NO HAY AGUA, NO
HAY TRABAJO!; CONGRESS CRE-
ATED DUST BOWL.

I take out my camera, but it’s im-
possible to convey the amount of fallow
land with a photo. On one stretch, we
drive for 35 minutes with unfarmed land
on either side of the road for as far as the
eye can see. This year, there’s an esti-
mated four hundred thousand to eight
hundred thousand acres left idle, or 1,250
square miles of land on the high side, a
landmass larger than Los Angeles, San

Diego, and San Francisco combined.
We drive for miles through nothing

but dirt and tumbleweeds and then, like
an oasis, a dot of green emerges in all
that brown. Trees surround a little house.
David and Sharon Wakefield have lived
outside of Mendota, California, for
thirty-eight years. For most of those

years, this land would be planted with
row crops. With this year’s 0 percent
water allotment, his land is fallow, and
the land surrounding the farm has been
sold to a solar company. Where once was
cotton and alfalfa will soon be fields of
panels.

“I have no problem with solar

farms,” David tells me, standing in his
little yard. “I just don’t want to live in the
middle of one.”

The Last of a Legacy
The ten acres that holds the Wake-

fields’ house is the last scrap of a legacy
of farming that started when Sharon’s
family moved out from Oklahoma to es-
cape the Dust Bowl of the 1930s. Jim in-
troduces Sharon as “Dust Bowl Sharon,”
and she smiles but gives Jim a playful
glance like maybe he’s in trouble.

David and Sharon have been fight-
ing for years to stay in business, have
successfully made it through past
droughts by abandoning land and shrink-
ing their acreage. They describe what the
land used to look like, the rows of cot-
ton, green plants tufted white, the fields
teeming with workers at harvest time.

Sharon shows me an old illustration
from the Encyclopedia Britannica, a
barnyard and farmhouse, crops in neat
rows in the distance, a farmer harvesting
wheat. A boy rides a brown horse. A
woman in a white apron feeds the chick-
ens.

“This was my dream since I was a
girl,” she says. “This is all I ever
wanted.”

ZERO cont. from P. 6

A road leading to fallowed fields in the Central Valley.

Please see ZERO on P. 12
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I find it hard to believe that in this
day and age someone would risk a hit
and run. With a camera plastered on
nearly every building, and most cell
phones equipped with high-definition
video capabilities, why would you risk
an additional charge on top of an at-fault
accident? Some people’s capacity for
stupid never ceases to amaze me.

Last week at work I was sitting at
my desk when I received a company-
wide email. It was alerting us to an ac-
cident that had happened on the street
right out in front of the complex, it de-
scribed the car involved and urged the
owner to go survey the scene, the police
were on their way. The car happened to
belong to a colleague in my department.
She jumped up and ran outside, and of
course we all followed because, hey,
we’re human. Her car had been plowed
into with such force that it was pushed
up onto the sidewalk and into the retain-
ing wall.

I immediately looked around, ex-
pecting to see some
nervous looking
person, chewing
their nails and
yanking at their hair
as they waited for
the police to arrive,
but there wasn’t
anyone around but
my freaked out col-
league and the rest
of us looky-loos.
She immediately pulled out her cell
phone to take pictures and call her in-
surance company when the first police
car slid to a stop in the middle of the
street. At this point we should probably
have all gone back inside, but who can
resist a little real-life reality TV?

One cop took her statement, while
another started asking everyone if they
saw anything, and all I could think was,
what kind of grade-A jerk would plow
into a car and just take off? I mean, this
is why we have insurance, to take care
of situations like this. The only conclu-
sion I can come up with is that it must
be some loser driving around without in-
surance. I immediately started searching
our building and the building across the
street for surveillance cameras. There …
there … there … this creep didn’t stand
a chance. I was beginning to feel a little
better about the situation when I saw a
gentleman walk up to one of the officers
and hand him a cell phone.

Curiosity is not foreign to me, so I

moved closer and turned my eavesdrop-
ping ears on. The man apparently
worked somewhere in the complex and
was taking his break in his car when he
saw it happen, so he whipped out his
camera and got the perpetrator on video
and he was waiting until they had ar-
rived so he could hand over the evi-
dence. I now love this man. We are
erecting his statue as I write this, and
the parade is next week. My colleague
threw her arms around him and
squeezed him nearly to death. I think I
heard her propose.

I was, unfortu-
nately, not close
enough to see the
video myself, but
my co-worker told
me later that there
was a clear shot of
the license plate
and a pretty good
shot of the moron’s
face. So they al-
ready had their

man, they had his car, his address, his
identity, his record, his credit report,
and his High School transcripts all be-
fore the tow-truck arrived. Ah, the won-
ders of modern technology – you can’t
hide from big brother … idiot. I wish I
could be there when the cops show up
at his door with the cuffs. Maybe he will
try and run again and the police will get
to use the Taser.

It’s not that I don’t understand the
urge to flee. You do something stupid,
you know you are going to get in trou-
ble, so you run and hide. I can think of
many an afternoon I spent hiding under
the kitchen table, hoping my parents
didn’t notice the mess I made, or the
thing I broke. Of course, I was seven,
but hey, that instinct to run doesn’t go
away, you just learn to ignore it when
you grow up, at least, that’s the hope.

When I was first learning to drive I
hit everything, I thought my dad was

Hit and Run ... to Where?

So they already had their
man, they had his car, his
address, his identity, his record,
his credit report, and his High
School transcripts all before the
tow-truck arrived.

Please see GEN WHY on P. 22

10
/1

4



Click on “Local News” at

Page 12

10
/1

4

They bought the land in 1976. They
raised their kids here, made it a special
place for the grandkids. At the edge of
the yard sits a line of tractors. They’ve
kept them all, dating back to a tractor
Sharon’s grandfather once used, a trac-
tor they take pride in saying still runs.
Sharon says they planted every tree. A
eucalyptus towers above us, and I begin
to realize this land won’t just be sold,
but all of this—the trees, the tractors,
the house—might soon be gone.

We’ve circled the house and stand
back in their little yard. I ask what
they’ll do now. David steals a glance at
Sharon. “When we go I’ll never look
back up that drive again. It’ll just be too
hard.”

Sharon says that when as kids
they’d see a house and land being sold
her father would say, “That’s someone’s
broken dream.” She peers out beyond
the green of her trees as the sun sets hard
over the dusty, barren land. “This is our
broken dream.”

Just downriver from Jim’s orchard
sits Bill Son’s pistachio farm. Bill is
Russ and Jim’s friend, and is struggling
with cancer. They’ve stopped to check
on him because despite his illness he’s
still trying to farm, working as many
hours as he can in his weakened state.
Bill and his wife have mounting ex-
penses and need to bring in a good har-
vest despite the drought.

Bill’s already been working several
hours. Shoulders stooped from exhaus-
tion, he’s still a tall man. His eyes are
bright and alive though he keeps apolo-

gizing because he can hardly talk. Russ
and Jim check on his well. His orchard
is only hundreds of feet from the Kings
River, which would naturally replenish
his well if the river wasn’t dry. It’s bad
news. Bill’s well is shallow, the water
dwindling.

His eyes full of worry, Bill excuses
himself and retires to the house. We
walk into his orchard. Russ plucks a
bunch of nuts from a branch, uses shears
to clip away the shells. Russ finds too
many shells empty, a bad sign for this
harvest. It means the trees are damaged
and spells disaster for years to come.

They tell me that for 33 years Bill
had a thriving custom farming business,
but as the agriculture economy slowed
he had to work longer hours and drive
longer distances to work. He knew he
was sick, but couldn’t stop working to
get proper care. The cancer was diag-
nosed late. Even when it was clear he
needed a bone-marrow transplant, Bill
couldn’t spare the time for the required
30-day quarantine. Bill waited until
after the harvest. The transplant didn’t
take, the cancer returned with a
vengeance.

“You won’t find a better farmer or
friend than Bill,” Russ says.

“He was such a strong man,” Jim
adds. “Could outwork anyone.”

For 14 hours I drive around with
Russ and Jim, seeing land, meeting peo-
ple. Not once did we talk about my wife
and kids. No idle chitchat. Only long
discussions on the need for reservoirs,
fear of groundwater regulation, ad-

Sharon and David Wakefield in fallowed farmland near their home.

ZERO cont. from P. 10
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Say you saw it in 
the Ranchos Independent

vancements in irrigation technology,
how what’s happening in the west val-
ley is beginning to happen in the east,
too, with accompanying predictions of
destruction and woe.

From what I’ve seen and heard I’m
confused why the human tragedy has
largely been ignored. It’s puzzling why
a valley of such agricultural importance
is shown so little respect. I post photos
on Facebook, one of a vast field of with-
ered grape vines, one of unfarmed land
not far from the Wakefields’ home.
Though I know many of my Facebook
friends are the eco-conscious types the
folks in this valley claim are pining for
their demise, I’m convinced the photos
will receive unanimous sympathy.

The comments on the photos begin
as expected, folks thanking me for cov-
ering the story, outraged because they
had no idea things were so bad. Then the
first negative comment pops up. On the
picture of the unfarmed land a “friend”
posts: “Just saying — these must be re-
ally shitty farmers.” Another comment
follows saying that one person’s tragedy
and is another person’s call for change.
The next claims this is what happens
when you “over-farm” land. Yet another
suggests my story isn’t about a water
crisis, but about a “failed colony.”

Before my eyes these “friends” be-
come exactly what Andy Vidak and
Russ and Jim claimed, unsympathetic
partisans hurling knee-jerk accusations,
validating what just last night I’d passed
off as wild-eyed hysteria.

Everything’s politicized these days:

our schools, our churches, our music
and fashion, even our food. Has politi-
cal segregation disabled our desire to
empathize? Must every problem pass
political approval before sympathy is of-
fered? What does this mean for America
if suffering is so easily cast off with in-
difference or hostility?

If only they could see the land for
themselves, I muse. If only they could
meet Bill Son, meet the Wakefields. I
decide not to engage the comment
thread. I delete the photo and all the
comments from my page, and even that
feels like a betrayal.

Russ and Jim pick me up at day-
break, and I tell them about the Face-
book comments. “It doesn’t feel good to
be right about destruction,” Jim assures.

Not a Failed Farmer
That morning I meet Paul Sihota,

whose abandoned vineyard I pho-
tographed, a haunted scene of withered
vines and tumbleweeds littering the
rows. Paul grew up on a grape farm and
believes farming instills values that af-
fect the “the quality of that person.” He
has three kids, all of whom he raised on
the values of farming, all of whom ac-
tively helped on these 680 acres he’s
been forced to sell.

Sihota’s main resentment is that he
didn’t fail as a farmer. His vines were
healthy, the soil good. He had to lay off
the six men who worked for him, a hard
task made harder by the fact they’d done
everything required as stewards of the
land.

Sihota details his financial hardship.

An irrigation ditch on Eric Barlow’s farm.

ZERO cont. from P. 12
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BRETT FRAZIER’S OPEN LETTER
IN RESPONSE TO

OPPONENT’S CLAIMS

I am disappointed by my opponent's decision to take this
campaign in a negative direction, highlighting a singular portion of
my fundraising efforts; I have worked extremely hard to raise funds
across a wide range of industries and individuals representing
Madera County.

These different entities have competing interests and are as
diverse as our district; the common bond is that they have made an
investment in good governance. They understand that their
interests are best served by a stable, transparent and strong
county government.

Upon the start of this election season my opponent and I agreed
to make our respective campaigns stand on their own merits without
tearing the other down. My opponent disregarded that agreement
when she paid for a "robo-call" and mailer attacking me.

Her allusion that I will have "strings attached" once I take office
is a direct attack on my character that my vote could ever be bought
with a campaign contribution. If anyone looks at my record on the
City Council you will plainly see that I always voted on issues based
on their impact to the community and not who contributed to my
campaign.

This serves as a reminder that now more than ever, our
community deserves new leadership to correct Madera County's
old ways. I ask you to join me in moving Madera County in a
positive direction.

This is a paid political advertisement. 10
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Because there are water rights attached
to the land, he has to pay a yearly per-
acre assessment. He pays this assess-
ment regardless of the percentage of
water delivered. On his 680 acres he
was to pay over $400,000, in a year
when he’d already been told he’d re-
ceive zero water. In turn, to farm he’d
have to buy water on the open and in-
flated seller’s market. Just from the as-
sessment and purchase of water, Sihota
estimated a loss of $700,000 for 2014, a
number he simply couldn’t carry.

“It’s a scary feeling looking at the
numbers,” he says. “It’s like telling your
kids you don’t have enough to eat.”

Sihota sold the land to a housing
developer, and worries this land may
never be farmed again. I ask how he’s
dealing with the vineyard being bull-
dozed. He rubs his knuckles, looks
away. “I’m just trying to keep busy,” he
finally says. “I planted it. I don’t want
to watch it get destroyed. It’s like a part
of you that’s gone away.”

At the edge of a vast fallow field,
cotton farmer Todd Allen takes up a
handful of dirt and explains this is Class
1 soil, the highest grade given by the
USDA. With this soil and the “Mediter-
ranean climate,” there’s hardly a better
place in the world to farm. But he can’t
farm without water, has already sold off
land, and is only farming 150 of his 600
acres.

Being the Villian
Allen says he’s being worn down

by environmentalists “villianizing”
farmers. Environmentalists claim farm-

ers waste water, though he’s invested
huge sums of money for the most effi-
cient water-metered underground-drip
irrigation. They claim farmers use dan-
gerous fertilizers and pesticides, though
he uses as many organic treatments as
possible.

“I get depressed,” he says. “I have a
wife and two daughters. We’re just a tar-
get, and we’re being punished for some-
thing we didn’t do anything to cause. I
don’t know how long I can keep going.”

Allen’s sentiments are echoed at El
Rancho Café, a little lunchroom in the
west valley town of Five Points. The
café’s front room has one large table,
around which are seated 15 farmers.
One man tells me his theory that the
government is looking to take over the
valley completely. Another is frustrated
that fish have more political clout than
farmers. Yet another says he has no
problem with the fish, but he just wants
his water.

“I feed millions of people,” Joe
Kastner, a big man in a white straw hat,
says from the end of the table. “I get a
deep sense of satisfaction from that. I
won’t be made to feel bad about that.”

A walnut farmer named Tim Larson
says his biggest concern is that nothing
will change until “there’s flies on the
baby.” He explains they just keep mak-
ing do with less and less. Their ability
to persevere and innovate is harming
them, in that the politics won’t change
until the farmers, like the fish, are on the
endangered species list.

Legacy is a theme with most farm-

A tractor tills dry land near the Tulare Lake basin.
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ers. The office walls at Barlow Family
Farms are lined with photographs of the
Barlows’ history on the land: a father
holding a baby in a field of cotton; two
smiling boys, one in red swim trunks, the
other blue, in the muddy water of an ir-
rigation ditch; a faded photo of a man in
a tilted white fedora, proudly standing
beside golden shoulder-high wheat.

This year the Barlows have fallowed
80 acres and rented off 300, all while
their wells are faltering, the water qual-
ity suffering. Eric Barlow, the third gen-
eration to farm this land, rues that the
values of his upbringing might now be
harming them.

“Farmers trust people,” Barlow
says. “Maybe to a fault.”

If the Barlows continue to be denied
their allotment of surface water, Eric’s
afraid they won’t last much longer. “I go
to bed panicked our wells won’t make it
through the night, and wake up panicked
wondering if they’re still running.”

He just wants to farm, and tells a
story of taking his kids to New York
City. They stayed in a high-rise hotel. He
peered out his window and saw a man
across the road on his balcony, watering

a single plant. The man looked so happy
doting on his plant, but Barlow couldn’t
believe he had just one.

“That’s all he’s got?” Barlow says.
“I just couldn’t live like that.”

I understand Russ and Jim are help-
ing me because they have an agenda.

With every stop, they linger behind.
Russ hands out bags of pistachios and
pamphlets about water issues. The talk is
serious and urgent. Even affable Jim
turns outraged, tracing a big finger down
maps to show the route of sewage into
the delta.

Part of the problem, they explain, is
that the water crisis has pitted farmer
against farmer. To have political clout
they need to speak with solidarity. While
I do my work, meeting people and col-
lecting their stories, Russ and Jim are
trying to unite the valley.

“Why don’t you bring one of the en-
vironmentalists down here on a tour of
the valley,” I say as we head back to my
hotel in Hanford. “Let them see the land
for themselves.”

Russ peers off at the passing land,
clearly bothered by the suggestion. I
meant well, but know trust is hard to win
and easy to lose. Russ calls a farmer
friend and puts him on speakerphone.
They proceed to have a conversation
about yet another parcel of farmland
being sold for non-farm use. This farmer,
unaware I’m listening, speaks with a
frankness reserved for insiders. I’ve
never heard a farmer use so many curse
words, his bitterness and anger not a
show for some writer holding a digital
voice recorder, but just a friend venting
to a friend about the onslaught of
calamity affecting their lives.

It’s been another long day. As we

Eric Barlow checks an irrigation pump on his farm.
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come into Hanford, Jim says he grew up
here, that there’s an ice cream parlor I
have to try. I tell Jim I’m exhausted and
it’s too late for ice cream. He’s disap-
pointed, but I assure him we’ll go to-
morrow.

In my hotel room, I check my Face-
book page. Though many “friends” offer
words of support, one sends a note sug-
gesting farmers are getting what they de-
serve because they decimated the bee
population. Like a cruel joke, the “ALS
ice bucket challenge” has kicked into full
viral-gear, and I watch video after video
of people dumping buckets of water over
their heads. After the shortest shower of
my life, I lie in bed, unable to sleep with
the day’s voices roiling in my mind.

Impact Beyond Farmers
I’d like a sense of the collateral

damage, the ways the water crisis is af-
fecting those who aren’t farmers. Russ
and Jim take me to visit with Harlin
Casida, mayor of Avenal. This town of
14,000 has carried unemployment as
high as 25 percent this summer, with
those numbers not accounting for under-
employment or those who’ve left town
to seek work elsewhere. Though the
city’s initiated two strict phases of con-
servation, and even employs a “water
cop” to monitor people’s lawn-watering,
it’s looking at running out of water by
November, with the next water year not
beginning until March, 2015.

Avenal is already selling some poor-
quality well water to its citizens for non-
consumption use, and soon has to broker

a deal for clean water on the open water
market. The town has to decide what to
do with parks and the high school’s new
football field. Even the Avenal police de-
partment is affected, out front they’ve
left two narrow strips of grass on either
side of the walkway, but otherwise re-
moved the lawn.

Huron Police Chief, George
Turegano, describes a more urgent sce-
nario. Huron, like Avenal, may also be
out of water by mid-November.
Turegano has already seen an increase in
crime this summer, but says they also
need to broker a water deal quickly be-
cause people are already agitated and, “If
toilets don’t have water then things will
change quickly.”

We head to a garlic harvest so I can
speak with field workers. This particular
grower has historically employed a thou-
sand workers, but this year has only 250
on the crop. The workers, some in their
20s, some much older, men and women
alike all wearing long sleeves, hats, and
bandanas to protect them from the brutal
sun, tell me this summer they’ve had to
drive much longer distances to find
work. They have friends and family
who’ve already left for better work in
Oregon and Washington. It’s hard for
them to see their families and communi-
ties broken apart. Every last one of them
is considering leaving the Central Valley.

I speak with labor contractors, store
and restaurant owners, gas station clerks
and mechanics and teachers. The water
crisis is a net closing around the valley.

George Turegano, the Chief of Police in Huron, Calif., in the processing area of the
town’s jail.
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The other day I went into my office to
put some folders away. They belong in a bin
on the top shelf of the closet. They didn’t
land there. I didn’t feel like getting the stool
that would allow me to reach the top shelf
so I stuck them where they didn’t belong on
the shelf below. I blew off my “If it takes
less than two minutes, do it now” mantra
and rationalized that I was saving time and
energy because I’ll wait until I have more to
put up there. But will I remember there are
some things waiting below? Probably not.

One of my clients creatively calls this
the “Easy/Hard Way.” You put something
away wherever you can reach, or cram, or
maybe not at all. That’s easy. But, some-

The Easy/Hard Way

where down the line, it transforms to
hard. You can’t find it, or can’t reach it,
or have to dig through a pile to get to it.
Let’s take a look at some other common
Easy/Hard scenarios and some practical
strategies to reverse them.

Scenario #1 — You and your kids
are in the car. They’re having snacks and
tossing the trash on the floor (easy). By
the time you’re home everyone’s tired
and rushing inside.You decide not to cre-
ate more stress by making them clean up
their mess in the car (easy).After a week
of similar car trips the car is trashed and
it’s a lot bigger job (hard). You lose your
cool and yell at the kids for being such
pigs ... and then apologize (hard).

The Hard/Easy scenario would look
something like this. You purchase a car
trash bin (checkAmazon or Target.com),
not too hard. You instruct and demon-
strate to your kids where the car trash
must go and then follow-up throughout
the next month or so with reminders until
they get it (kinda hard). You assign
cleaning out the trash bin to one of the
kids and create a routine (with account-
ability) so that it’s accomplished on a
regular basis (hard). The next time
you’re picking up your girlfriends for a
girls’ night out, you get in the car and go
— without having to clean out the car
first (easy)!

Scenario #2 – You come in from
work, fling the mail onto the pile of pa-
pers on the kitchen counter, and turn on
the news (easy). A few nights and a few
handfuls of mail later, you get some un-
expected company. The pile, now a bit
larger, gets shoved into a grocery bag
and stuffed into a closet (easy). The next
month, with the bag forgotten, you spend
an hour looking for tickets you ordered
by mail (hard). When opening bills, you
notice a couple late fees for statements
that were tucked away in the grocery bag
(hard).

The Hard/Easy answer starts with
processing the mail nightly (harder than
watching TV, but not as hard as you
might think). Designate folders, stacking
trays or wall pockets for bills to pay,
events (tickets, invitations, etc.), and
other papers that need your attention.
Discard or shred the junk mail immedi-
ately. Now it’s easy to be prompt with
payments and find what you need. Com-
pany coming? No problem, you’re good
to go!

Scenario #3 – You’re in a hurry to
change clothes and get to an event. You
drop what you were wearing on the floor
and get dressed (easy). When you get
home you’re really tired and add to the

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 25
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring

“The Big One” Christmas Chamber Mixer
Wednesday, December 10 • 6-7:30 p.m.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167Avenue 12 Suite 5C, Madera Ranchos

Everyone is invited. Great food will be served. OurMerry Christmas to you.

New Member
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Welcomes

Patti Groh
as a new INDIVIDUALmember

to the Golden Valley family

New Member
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Welcomes

Brent Sinclair
owner of the Smokin’Pit BBQ

to the Golden Valley family

Santa has a
SURPRISE for you!

courtesy of the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce

Look in your
December issue

of the Ranchos Independent

Annual Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

The return of the original Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming
to the Maywood Center on Saturday, Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. Come join in the
celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans
Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas
carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

MaywoodShoppingCenter •Saturday,Dec.6 •6p.m.

Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 13. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.

10/14
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Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!
Tina Shannon

Independent Product Consultant

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon

10/14

Using ON GUARD is a
great way to strengthen and maintain a
healthy immune function when seasonal
threats are high or to protect against
elements that can weaken the immune
system.

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Call Tina TODAY
to get YOUR all-natural
On Guard products.
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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No one is spared. The only person I
speak with who’s prospering is a pro-
fessional “water witch,” a man named
Louie who’s been gifted the innate skill
of finding water. Armed with his divin-
ing rods, Louie’s typically been hired to
dowse an average of three wells a sum-
mer, but is now doing that many a week.
He’s busy but worried—the groundwa-
ter’s not being replenished, and while he
was once able to find water 60 feet be-
neath ground he now sees wells drilled
as deep as 2,500 feet.

Along the way, Russ and Jim pass
out pistachios and pamphlets, bulldogs
for their cause. Late in the day, Russ
gets a phone call that Bill Son has been
taken to the hospital. For the first time,
Russ’s water-and-crops lectures halt.
Quiet permeates the truck. We switch
vehicles at Russ’s house. Jim drives me
back to Hanford and again offers to take
me out for ice cream. Though I’m tired
and haven’t yet had dinner, I can’t say
no.

Superior Dairy is like stepping back
in time. Striped awnings, pink booths, a
long U-shaped soda counter—I expect
to hear Fats Domino on the jukebox, see
girls in poodle skirts.

Dusky light slants into the parlor
and over Jim, who sits across from me
drinking a banana milkshake. He buys
me a strawberry sundae with a scoop of
ice cream the size of a cantaloupe. I
have him take a photo of me with my
colossal treat.

Jim’s worried about the dairy. Dairy
producers have to drill expensive wells,

too. Hay fields have been laid fallow
and prices have skyrocketed. He drinks
his milkshake and says he’s sat in this
very booth, drinking a banana milk-
shake, his favorite, since he was a boy.

“In high school we’d come here
after football games,” he tells me. “It
looks exactly the same. The ice cream
has never changed.”

Like magic, Jim is transformed. His
heavy face glows in the fading light and
I can see him as a boy, his crew-cut hair,
white T-shirt with the sleeves rolled up.

The Depth of Passion
The depth of his passion suddenly

makes sense. This battle he’s waging
isn’t about water and politics, but about
fighting for everything he’s ever known,
not just every crop harvested, but every
spoonful of ice cream. He sees it all dis-
appearing, farmers idling and selling off
land, businesses boarded over, farm
workers going elsewhere. What could
be more unsettling than seeing your life
erased? His outrage is the fear of van-
ishing, the selfsame story of everyone
I’ve spoken with while in the valley.

Jim intently watches me eat. “It’s
good, isn’t it?”

“Delicious,” I say. “About the best
I’ve ever had.”

On my final morning in the valley
we drive toward Riverdale, where I’m
to meet a priest at St. Ann Church. Last
night, I posted the photo of me and my
Superior Dairy sundae on Facebook,
and I show Jim it’s gotten a huge num-
ber of “likes.”

Jim holds my iPad, clearly pleased.

Jim Verboon, left, and Russ Waymire in an empty field near Kettleman City, Calif.

ZERO cont. from P. 16
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My name is Brian Freeman. My family and I have had the pleasure
of living in this community for the last 28 years. I am currently your
School Board Trustee for Area 4. It would be an honor to continue my
role as a board member for another term and continue the work we have
started.

The last four years have been productive. With the dedication of
parents, the community and our district employees, we are better at what
we do. Golden Valley USD continues to be the highest-performing school
district in Madera County. We are navigating California’s economic
challenges without compromising quality education for our students.

College Prep curriculum is strong and we are building Career
Tech and Agricultural Career pathways. We are actively using current
technology, such as tablets and computers, in our classrooms to ensure
our students are competitive and prepared.

Together we can provide the same excellence and even greater
experiences and opportunities for present and future students. 10/14
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We carry personalized pillows
barnwood and pallet board signs

rustic home decor • purses
table runners • re-purposed windows
picture frames • jewelry • scarves

handcrafted soaps • gifts
and much, much more!

Tue-Fri 11 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Mention this ad for a
10% DISCOUNT

through the month of November

“How many ‘likes’ did the photos
of the land get?” Russ asks.

He’s grinning, but the scathing truth
behind his remark isn’t lost on me. “It
takes a lot to make people care,” I say.

“And mistakes have been made,”
Russ concedes. For years the farmers
have been labeled “water hogs,” using
up to 80 percent of the state’s developed
water supply. “Some are still overwater-
ing, farming unsustainable crops.”

The few bad farmers punish the ma-
jority trying to do right.

I feel badly, not just because others
don’t care, but because I was reluctant
to care, too. It’s hard to make people
care because there’s a general mistrust
of desperation, as if a desperate person
has replaced logic with emotion, truth
with exaggeration. Each night I’ve gone
through my notes and fact-checked the
farmers, doubting what they told me.
Even after seeing the land and meeting
the people I second-guessed their claims
and statistics, only to find, time and
again, they were telling the truth.

We drive by a field heaped with
rows of bulldozed olive trees, then pass
a pistachio orchard. As he’s done count-
less times over the past few days, Russ
points out that the leaves are yellowed,
that the harvest will be meager.

I hesitate, but ask, “How’s Bill Son
doing?”

Russ straightens his back. “I went
to see him last night. His wife had me
stand witness as they signed his D.N.R.
papers.”

At St. Ann, a beautiful Spanish-

style church in Riverdale, I meet Father
Paul Kado, a soft-spoken man who ex-
udes gentleness. With so many unem-
ployed or underemployed, the church is
in the difficult position of seeing a rise
in those using the food pantry, while
collections on Sunday decrease, which
makes the church less capable to keep
the food pantry stocked to feed the in-
crease of those in need.

“If we don’t get water soon we’ll
have to cut back on services to the com-
munity,” he says.

He talks at length about his hopes
that politicians can move away from
their own pet projects and see the more
urgent human problems of the state. I
ask if he struggles as a religious leader
to keep politics out of his sermons.

The Truth Sets You Free
“I believe the truth will set you

free,” he says. “Whether it sounds good
or not, I have to tell the truth.”

It’s his job to stay hopeful, and he
tells a story from the book of Exodus,
when Moses and the Israelites, wander-
ing the desert, cry out for water. Was it
because there were no graves in Egypt
that you brought us to the desert to die?
God provided for the faithful then, and
will now, too.

The interview done, I shake Father
Paul’s hand. He looks me in the eyes
and says, “I will pray for you if you pray
for us.”

Only once I agree does he release
my hand.

Russ asks if I can find my own way
to the airport. He’d like to stay and chat

Rev. Kado, the parish priest of St. Ann Church in Riverdale.
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Horse Boarding
When you want

the BEST for your horse

264-7980
or bparker@lightspeed.net

Parker’s Equestrian Center • 8844 Road 35 Madera, CA

Cross Ties • Round Pen • Wash Racks
Tack Rooms Trailer Parking • Three SandyArenas
Dressage Court • Full-sized 200x200 Arena

Miles of Trails • Practice Trail Course with Obstacles
Weekly Summer BBQs • Moonlight Rides
Shady Lawns and Trees ALL for $270

it’s PARKER’S
EQUESTRIAN
CENTER
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Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

come meet friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Mansel Trimble is the pastor at Golden Valley
Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.

10/14

going to chain me to my bedroom and I
would be a 60 year old without a driver’s
license. It got to the point that only the
days that I came home without having
bumped into something elicited any sort
of reaction from my parents. Okay, I’m
exaggerating quite a bit, but I was in sev-
eral fender benders the first year I had my
license, most of which were with parked
cars. But I never left the scene. I never
ducked out. I never ran away. I found the
owner, admitted my mistake, and paid for

the damage. I spent that year of high
school broke (and grounded), but that’s
what you do when you cause an accident.
And at that time there wasn’t a camera in
every pocket. I probably could have got-
ten away with it, but I didn’t, because I
was taught better, and I was a punk kid at
the time. This person, from my co-
worker’s description, appeared to be a
middle-aged adult. I hope they arrest him,
I hope he gets convicted, I hope he gets
at least a hefty fine, and I really hope that
the man who recorded everything puts the
video up on YouTube.

GEN-WHY cont. from P. 11
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GVUSD District 4 Candidate
Moseley Answers 5 Questions

In last month’s Ranchos Independent
we asked five questions of all of the major
County candidates. Conspicuously absent
was John Moseley, candidate for
GVUSD’s District 4 Trustee seat.Amixup
in emails kept his answers from the peo-
ple of the Ranchos. Here they are, in their
entirety.

1. How are you
uniquely qualified
to be elected to the
Board of Golden
Valley Unified
School District?

I am a retired
law enforcement
officer and was an
instructor in the
Butte County Sher-
riff’s Office Police Academy. I possess a
Lifetime Community College Teaching
Credential and have been a substitute
teacher at Chowchilla High School and El-
ementary, Madera Unified, Yosemite and
other local districts. I am trained as an ar-
bitrator and mediator, and possess unique
skills to get people to work together to
solve problems despite their diverse ideas,
beliefs and backgrounds.

I am a private contractor with the
State of California who is appointed by the
State to audit school district, city and
county budgets to insure that they remain
fiscally sound and are able to work coop-
eratively with their teachers, parents and
employees in the best interest of their con-
stituents and/or children. I bring these
unique skills to the Board position and will
utilize them to assist in making our
schools the finest in the Valley and our stu-
dents’ education the finest that our tax dol-
lars can provide.
2. What are your thoughts on Common
Core?

I am not a fan of Common Core. I

view it the same way I viewed No Child
Left Behind – as another experiment in ed-
ucating our children, which was devised
by a group of politicians. That said how-
ever, it is the law of the land and I will
work to implement it and to assure that our
children get the quality education they de-
serve. As a Board member, I will listen to
and work with our District Common Core
Coordinator and local professional educa-
tors to help implement what they deem to
be the most effective application of this
new method of learning. Additionally, I
will not hesitate to take my concerns about
Common Core to the appropriate State and
Federal elected officials in an effort to en-
sure that it is modified to be more efficient
and effective. I will work hard to regain as
much local control over the education of
our children as possible.
3. If you could make just one change to
the Golden Valley Unified School Dis-
trict, what would it be?

I will work hard to return this district
to the ideals and value of service; service
in the form of a great education for our
children, service delivered by maintaining
our facilities, so that when you attend a
softball or soccer event, there is actually a
working water fountain available and rest-
room facilities that are accessible; service
in the form of transportation that provides
sufficient bus stops where they are needed
or requested for practical reasons; service
by being visible on school campuses and
maintaining communication with my fel-
low Board members, the electorate, par-
ents and students whom we represent to
maintain the public voice in solving prob-
lems, and dealing with concerns; service
that shows everyone who lives in the Ran-
chos, or comes to visit, that in our com-
munity the schools, facilities and the
education are not only the centerpieces of

John Moseley

Please see FIVE on P. 24
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
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Liberty High School administrator Sarah Marshall, center, holds an Excellence in Educa-
tion plaque at the Madera County Educator of the Year awards ceremony.

Foundation Helps School District

Sierra View Pumps Ups Attendance

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net

10/14

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“like”
us on

1
0

/1
4

You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

Since student attendance is a direct fac-
tor in student achievement, Sierra View El-
ementary School has developed multiple
incentive programs to reward students for
coming to school every day.

Weekly, the school draws names of stu-
dents who didn’t miss school and hands out
a $5 Target gift card or two tickets to Ed-
wards Theater. Top attendance class in the
primary and intermediate grades wins a bar-
becue from principal Chris Imperatrice.

At the end of the year, the top 100 stu-
dents with the best attendance will attend a
private screening of a movie at Edwards.
Previous years, students have seen Kung Fu
Panda 2, Epic, Pirates Adventure and
Maleficent.

Last year, the school-wide attendance
was 96.9 percent, which is one percent bet-
ter than when the program was started four
years ago. Sierra View’s goal this year is to
have a 98 percent attendance rate.

For the past nine years, the Foundation for
Golden Valley School has helped supplement
Golden Valley Unified School District to help
them become one of the top districts in the Cen-
tralValley.

Since 2005, the foundation has contributed
more than $113,000 to the staff and students of
thedistrict throughtheirgrantprogram.Thefoun-
dation’s vision is to be recognized as a viable en-
tity that provides ongoing resources for the
students of GVUSD. The foundation enhances
and encourages the star potential and full experi-
encesof all students in their educational environ-
mentwithinGVUSD.

The foundation has several fundraisers, in-
cludingasimplecontributionformwheredonors
can be put on aWall of Fame with a five-year
commitment pledgewith an annual contribution
of $100-$1,000 (Bronze, Silver, Gold and Plat-
inum levels).

Todate, the foundationhas awarded almost
$57,000 in teacher requested classroom grants.
They have also given each new teachers within
the district $150 to help set up their classrooms.
The money raised throught he foundation has
reachedmore than1,100 studentswithin the dis-
trict.

Also, the foundation has been the leader in
GVUSD’s employee recognitionprogram.Each
year,employeesarenominatedbytheirpeers,stu-
dents or community members. A panel reviews
the nominees and names the Employee of the
Year in five different categories — administra-
tion/management,elementary teacher, secondary
teacher, instructionemployeeandoperationalem-
ployee.

Thewinnersofeachcategoryareeligiblefor
theMaderaCountyEducationalEmployeeof the
Year awards ceremony,whichwasheld this year
onOct.10at theMaderaMunicipalGolfCourse.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

We now deliver
to the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills
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GRAVEL • FILL DIRT • WATER TRUCK
call Vincent DeAnda at 645-8800 or cell 284-0824
Lic. #863054 • M.B.E. • 37647 Verde Ave. Madera
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37221 Ave. 12 #1C

in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos

call 664455--PPEETTSS
to make your

grooming appointments
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our community, but reflect the pride we
have in our students and families.
4. Do you think zero tolerance programs
serve a purpose, or act as a barrier to ex-
ercising common sense?

I agree with the zero tolerance pro-
grams. As a parent who has had children,
my own natural children and foster chil-
dren, who have gone through our school
system with zero tolerance as the stated pol-
icy, I believe it has worked well.

Zero tolerance requires common
sense. I think all of us would agree that we
would not want fighting or weapons on
campus, however, if your daughter was
being bullied by another student, whether
male or female, and another student came
to her aid to prevent physical harm, com-
mon sense dictates that the punishment is-
sued to the aggressor be more severe than
that issued to the individual who was the
protector. 
5. Why should we vote for you?

I have been a resident of this area for
34 years. My children were among the first
classes to go to Sierra View Elementary
School. My foster children have attended
these schools. My daughter is a freshman at
Liberty High School. I have remained an
active parent in both school and community
activities. I was a supporter and an active
participant in organizing and unifying
Golden Valley Unified School District.

My friends and neighbors will tell you
that I am an honest, hard-working individ-

ual with a great deal of integrity, and that I
will bring an understanding of instruction
in the classroom and a unique ability to get
people to work together as individuals and
a group in achieving the education of our
children. I possess the specialized skill of
reviewing school district budgets and ad-
ministration, and will use that skill to assure
that our tax dollars are spent wisely. I have
training in dealing with collective bargain-
ing and human resources issues.

I am a father with a child in the
schools, a taxpayer who pays taxes, and am
an individual who believes that giving our
children the best education possible is para-
mount. Of the candidates running for the
position in Area 4, I believe that these qual-
ifications make me the best qualified can-
didate with the strongest skills for this
position. I will devote my time to repre-
senting you fairly and honestly, will be
available to answer your questions and ad-
dress your concerns, and I ask that you
please vote for me on November 4th.

FIVE cont. from P. 22

The Liberty High School Future Farm-
ers of America club had an impressive show-
ing at the Madera District Fair in September.
The students showed seven different animals
and brought home many different awards. 

Five students showed single fryer rab-
bits. Michelle Helm placed second in ad-
vanced showmanship and Lauren Flores
placed fifth in novice. 

Liberty’s FFA had three students show
chickens and five others show market
turkeys. Colton Ferreira won a first place rib-
bon in market chicken showmanship. 

Four students showed market goats and
another showed a breeding doe. Alley Har-
vey and Kyler Davis each won in their
classes. Davis also had the championship
heavyweight and reserve FFA champion
goat. 

Market lambs were represented by 13
Liberty students. Alexis Yandell, Alissa
Tenorio, Calle Casey, Anthony Yandell and
John Rodriguez each won their classes.
Casey also won the FFA reserve champion
for all other breeds. Anthony Yandell also
won the FFA reserve champion for commer-

cial cross. 
Christian Napier was second in inter-

mediate showmanship and Emily O’Brion
took third in the same class. 

Thirteen Liberty students showed mar-
ket hogs and two others showed feeder hogs.
Scott Ghidelli and Taylor Sefton won their
classes. Sefton also won an FFA champion
for cross bred and overall grand champion. 

Chris Sefton took the FFA reserve cross
breed and the reserve FFA champion. Nick
Rousey took fourth in advanced showman-
ship. 

For the first time, Liberty had a horse
exhibitor. Karie Mangiez ran four events in
the Gymkhana and placed fourth in pole
bending. 

Shayne Hartley exhibited her lamb in
the bred and fed class (meaning it is a lamb
out of her own ewe that she bred and raised)
and placed fourth. 

Jenna Pfingston qualified for the rate of
gain class with her lamb, a special class for
exhibitors that get their lambs to gain more
than 2/3 of a pound average a day within 60
days of the fair and placed second. 

LHS FFA Impresses at Madera Fair
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JointMuscle Repair • Fibromyalgia • SportsMassage
call
or

text559-332-3313
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visit us at our
NEW location

36733
Avenue 12

Madera Ranchos

If you are
interested in renting
the Branch & Vine barn for your next event,
call Justin at 559-577-9667 today for rates and details.
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chili salsa or 1 can green chili salsa
and 1 can tomato sauce.

1 C. Chicken broth
1-1/2 doz. Corn tortillas
1 large can olives, sliced
4 C. grated longhorn cheese
1 T. chopped onion
1 cooked chicken
Combine first four ingredients to-

gether. Cut tortillas and chicken into
bite-size pieces. Butter a large baking
dish. Starting with the tortillas, layer
tortillas, chicken, cheese, olives and
sauce. Repeat layers. When complete,
top with onions. Refrigerate four to
five hours or overnight. Bake at 350
for one hour 15 min.

Chili Rellenos Bake
1-1/2 lb. hamburger
1 C. chopped onion
2 cans 7 oz. green chilies
2 ½ C sharp cheddar cheese

(shredded)
2 ¼ C milk
6 eggs, beaten
¾ C. flour
1 tsp. salt
½ tsp. pepper
Several dashes hot pepper sauce.
Brown beef and onions; drain off

fat. Sprinkle with salt and pepper.
Remove seeds from chilies and

dice. Place half the chilies in baking
dish and sprinkle with the cheese.
Top with meat mixture. Place re-
maining chilies over meat.

Combine remaining ingredients
and beat until smooth. Pour over
meat. Bake in moderate 350 oven for
50 to 60 minutes or until knife in-
serted comes out clean. Cool five
minutes before serving. This dish

should serve 10.
Date & Nut Cookies
1 C. butter or margarine
3 eggs
1 C. sugar
1 C. light brown sugar
4 C. flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. cream of tartar
¼ tsp. salt
1 C. milk
1 C. chopped dates
1 C. chopped nuts
1 tsp. vanilla
Cream butter, eggs and both sug-

ars until light and fluffy. Sift to-
gether flour, soda, cream of tartar
and salt. Blend sugar mixture and
flour mixture and milk. Add dates,
nuts and vanilla. Drop by teaspoon
on cookie sheet. Bake in 350 pre-
heated oven for 10-15 minutes or
until light brown.

Hint – Let stand 15 minutes be-
fore baking.

Well there you have it – four
recipes from a book of hundreds. I
want to thank Sarah and her church
family sincerely for the use of their
recipe book. I truly enjoyed it.

If you have a recipe book from
your church or organization that you
would like to be highlight here,
please let me know.

Before I close, I want to remind
you that the end of daylight savings
time is coming up. Sunday morning,
Nov. 2 at 2 a.m. set your clock
BACK one hour. But if you are like
me and will be asleep at that ungodly
hour, set your clock back an hour on
Saturday evening before you go to
bed. Be sure to do it, or you will be
late for church.

pile of unhung clothes while getting ready for
bed (easy). After a couple weeks of similar
situations, you now have to stand and reach
across the pile for hanging items (hard). It
takes extra time to find the shoes you want
because they’re buried under clothes (hard).
You have to shop for a belt because, even
though you know you have one in there
somewhere, it can’t be seen (hard).

The Hard/Easy answer starts with tim-
ing how long it actually takes to hang up a
pair of pants and a shirt. Sometimes the
things we don’t want to make ourselves do
aren’t really as hard as we think. I just did it
in under 30 seconds without rushing. Now,
decide that for one week you’re going to
hang up all your clothes, or put them in the
dirty laundry container if that’s where they
belong. Now, do it (hard). Do it for a second

week (not quite as hard), and a third week
(easier). By the end of the month you’ll be
enjoying the ease of walking into your
closet and finding what you need, when you
need it. Yay!

If these scenarios aren’t an issue in your
household, maybe it’s something else. Ob-
serve what causes you stress and give it the
Easy/Hard test. Decide for yourself if the
hard consequences (stress, frustration, etc.)
might warrant a Hard/Easy answer.

Now excuse me while I go move those
folders to the top shelf.

YoucancontactBrendaMcElroy tohaveques-
tionsansweredatOrganizedbyChoice(becausethings
don’talwaysfallintoplace)atP.O.Box26152,Fresno,
CA93729,oryoucanemailheratinfo@organizedby
choice.com, visit her website www.organizedby-
choice.comor she canbe reachedbyphoneat559-
871-3314.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 17

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
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Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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with Father Paul. I say my goodbyes
and watch Russ, bag of pistachios in one
hand, pamphlets in the other, stroll with
the reverend back into the church.

I study the churchyard, the statue of
the Virgin Mary, the prayer grotto
crowded with unlit candles. I think of
Father Paul’s request, and know that
“pray” can mean “care”: I will care for
you if you care for us.

So I pray for this vanishing valley.
I pray for vanishing crops, may the
land flourish. I pray for vanishing
groundwater, may it be replenished. I
pray for vanishing smelt and salmon
and bees, may they thrive. I pray for
politicians and the vanishing desire to
empathize, may solutions be found. I
pray for the vanishing dreams of farm-
ers who’ve already lost, and for those
frightened for the future, may they
find peace. I pray for vanishing field

workers and the businesses closing
and cities desperate for water, for all
those made to feel invisible and si-
lenced, may they be seen, may they be
heard.

These are our cares, with a dry
wind blowing. The problems of the Cen-
tral Valley are many, most not easily
turned. But one thing might grant a
respite from suffering, and perhaps
enough hope to carry on. Rain. I turn
my eyes to the simmering blue and pray
for a long season of steady and gentle
rain.

for Bill Son
2/23/1953–08/24/2014

This story was written by Alan
Heathcock. It was edited by Mike
Benoist, fact-checked by Ben Phelan
and copy-edited by Lawrence Levi. Pho-
tographs are by Matt Black. This article
appears courtesy of Matter, an online
magazine.

ZERO cont. from P. 21

The Ranchos lost a great and amazing
man, husband, father, uncle, cousin and
friend on Monday, Sept. 22, 2014.

BobNadenwas born toWolseyNaden
and Ladia Landers in Clovis, Calif. on Feb.
7, 1930. Hewas raised on a ranch in theDry
Creek area in Clovis and graduated from
Clovis High School in 1948 then enlisted in
the United States Army in 1953. Bob met
the love of his life, Vera, andwed soon after
in 1956. They had two children, LynnMarie
and Robert "Brent." In 1956, Bob and
Robert Wilson began a steel fabrication
plant, Steel Structures, Inc. in Pinedale,
Calif.After retiring from Steel Structures in
1980, Bob began Steeltile, Cor-ten steel
roofing, which he invented and produced in
eastern Madera at the Brickyard Industrial
Park, which he also developed.

Bob was an advocate, mentor, and
member of the Madera County AG Boost-
ers, St. Peter's Serbian Men's Club and
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Bob was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Wolsey and Ladia Naden; and sisters,
Betty Taylor, and Gladys Bushey. Bob is
survived by his belovedwifeVera; daughter,
Lynn Marie Naden of Homer, Ark.; son,
Brent Naden of Sanger, Calif.; niece, Janice
Bushey of Alaska; and nephew, Dale
Bushey of Fresno.

Bob has been interred at Clovis Ceme-
tery. Remembrances may be made to
Madera County AG Boosters, 800 S.
Madera Ave., Madera, CA 93637; or to the
St. Peter the Apostle Serbian Orthodox
Church, Men's Club, 3502 N. First St.,
Fresno, CA93726.

In Memoriam

Robert “Bob” Wolsey Naden
February 7, 1930 - September 22, 2014

Our beloved Esther Anderson passed
awayathomeonOctober8,2014.Shehadcel-
ebrated her 94th birthday inAugust.

She leavesbehindherhusbandMerle and
her sonRoger.

Esther was a retired school teacher. She

volunteered as the Story Telling Lady at the
Ranchos Library and was a member of the
Friends of the Library. She volunteered many
hours to theRanchos/Hills Seniors. She served
onboththeFMAAAandtheCouncilonAging.

Therewill be no services.

In Memoriam

Esther Anderson
Passed away October 8, 2014

With the Holidays fast approaching,
Sheriff JohnAnderson says now is the time
to consider submitting a request to have a
Citizen on Patrol (C.O.P.) volunteer keep
watch while you’re away. This is a free
service to all Madera County homeowners.

Vacation House Check forms should

be turned in at least seven days prior to your
leave date.

Forms are available at Sheriff’s Head-
quarters at 143 Road 28, Madera.

For more information, contact Com-
munity Service Officer Jo Ann Evans at
559-658-2555.

Let a C.O.P. Watch Your House
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WANTED
Will Buy All HORSE-RELATED Items Including TACK
and TURQUOISE JEWELRY • Call 559-264-7980

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

In this political mail,Mr. Kellner poses the
question of howBrett Frazier canwin the forth-
coming election for Supervisor of District 1
against “Big money.”What “Big money” is he
referring to?BrettFrazier is thecandidate forSu-
pervisor of District 1 with the big money in his
campaign coffers, including several thousand
dollarsdonatedbytheresidentialdeveloperswho
want to build along theHighway 41 corridor.

BrettFrazier isalsosupportedbypublicem-
ployee unions, who in turn rely on our Board of
Supervisors for theirwageandbenefitpackages.

Mr. Kellner also commends Brett Frazier
forhiscommitment to leadership to thepeopleof
Madera County. Mr. Frazier’s commitment to
leadership in serving the County of Madera? I
pose the question:What about the commitment
Mr. Frazier made when he ran for Madera City
Council?Mr.Fraziervacated thatpositionbefore
his term was up, breaking his contract with the
same Madera County voters. How long would
he remain on the Board of Supervisors before
jumping to the next rung on the political ladder?
It is commonknowledge in theRanchos thatMr.
Frazier moved to the Ranchos area in order to
positionhimself forhiscurrentcampaign forSu-
pervisor ofDistrict 1.

Mr.Frazier seems tobeghost as I never see
him at our local meetings or participating in
same.Monahasbeen inattendanceatevery local
meeting Ihaveattendedheld inour areawith re-
gard to our water issues, proposed upcoming
mandates, remindingourSupervisorsweshould
begiven the right to express our viewsand solu-
tions and other issues facing the voters/residents
ofDistrict1. I amawareMonaattends theBoard
ofSupervisormeetingsalso, toobtainknowledge
of theprocedures,proposed futuremandatesand
solutions taken by the Board of Supervisors, of
the issues facingMaderaCounty.

Ihavenodoubt thatMr.Kellner isverysin-
cere in his support of Brett Frazier, but maybe a
little bit misguided with regarding his informa-
tion.

I am supportingMonaDiaz for Supervisor
ofDistrict 1.MonaDiaz is a long-time resident,
34years.MonaDiaz isandhasalwaysbeenvery
active in our area. Mona worked tirelessly with
many of us with regard to obtaining our own
school district, namely Golden Valley Unified
SchoolDistrict.

MonaDiaz has business experience, as she
and her family own andoperate a trucking busi-
ness and also owned the nursery located onAv-
enue 12. She has worked hard with our local
committees to help our area obtain recognition
of theproblems, suchas thecurrentwater issues,
and also the solutions to those same problems. I
personally have worked with Mona Diaz on
many issues that faceourareaand the forthcom-
ing issues of our County. Mona Diaz will work
tirelessly for thevotersofDistrict1andresidents
ofMaderaCounty.

Please, no matter who you support, please

get out andvote your choice forSupervisorDis-
trict 1.

I supportMonaDiaz forSupervisorofDis-
trict 1,MaderaCounty.

JanDeWoody
RollingHills

Dear Editor:
OnOctober8th,2014I textedMichaelSal-

vador, candidate for Sheriff, to pull my name
from his campaign media releases as endorsing
him asMadera County Supervisor. OnOctober
9th,Mr.Salvador textedmebackand insuredme
that, “It's already done. You will not be men-
tioned in any future ads.”

IwishcandidateMichaelSalvador forSher-
iff well in his endeavor but wanted the public to
know I did not endorseMr. Salvador asMadera
CountySupervisororgavehimpermission todo
so.

Regards,

Rick Farinelli, District 3 Supervisor
County ofMadera

Dear Editor:
I would like to take this opportunity to an-

swer an email sent to you by Mr. Farinelli. In
February of 2013, I contacted Supervisor
Farinelli and asked for his support inmy run for
the Office of Sheriff. He granted that and I re-
ceived a signed endorsement card [attached in
original]. Note this card allowed for my use of
hisnameinallpoliticaladvertisingand theuseof
his home for promotional and fundraising activ-
ities. On October 8th, 2014 I did receive an un-
expected request from Supervisor Farinelli to
remove his name from future political advertis-
ing. I informed him that there were mail pieces
andadvertisingoutwithhisnameon them. I im-
mediately pulled back unpublished ads, printed
materials and removed his name from the web-
site. I also informedSupervisor Farinelli that his
name would no longer appear in any future ad-
vertisements.

Iwashappy toaccept the request to remove
Supervisor Farinelli’s name and for him to no
longerbe involved in theSheriff’s raceasofOc-
tober 8th, 2014.

Sincerely,

Michael Salvador
Candidate forMaderaCounty Sheriff

Dear Editor:
I amsupportingMichaelKeitz for re-elec-

tion as ourMaderaCounty district attorney.Mr.
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Keitz’ 22 years of service as a prosecutor
makes him a clear and obvious choice.

Mr. Keitz’opponent, David Linn, has 40
years of absolutely no prosecutorial experi-
ence and expects us to turn the leadership of a
41-person office over to an inexperienced slip
and fall attorney from a tiny country office.

David Linn is not running on any kind of
record whatsoever. In a leadership style only
he can appreciate, he has whipped up an un-
deserved frenzy of hostility toward a fine pub-
lic servant that actually became an attorney
specifically to join theMaderaCountyDistrict
Attorney’s office and after 16 years as a pros-
ecutor was elevated to his current position.

In addition to Linn’s lack of prosecutorial
experience, at 65 years of age and in uncertain
health due to excessive weight, we cannot
have a district attorney thatmay ormay not be
able to meet the demands and challenges of
the position.

Don’t turn our public safety over to an in-
experienced slip and fall lawyer. IfDavidLinn
truly wants to serve the citizens of Madera
County he will withdraw from the race and
concede the election to Mr. Keitz.

On November 4th, please keep Michael
Keitz as ourMaderaCountyDistrictAttorney.

Thank you,

Eric N. Loos
Oakhurst

Dear Editor:
The Madera County District Attorney’s

Department is one of themost problem-ridden
departments in our County. Our current DA,
Michael Keitz, has cost the taxpayers more
than $1.5 million. Let me explain:

MaderaCounty has been sued in two sep-
arate lawsuits by three Madera County em-
ployees. The cost to settle these lawsuits,
including attorney’s fees, was more than $1.4
million.

Madera County Counsel authorized an
investigation on theDistrictAttorney’s opera-
tions (known as the Rowley Report) in re-

sponse to hostile work environment and dis-
crimination complaints. The report cost the
County $27,000.

Mr.Keitz sued theCounty and ourBoard
to prevent the release of the results of the in-
vestigation, costing the taxpayers tens of thou-
sands of dollars in attorney fees.

Following the judge’s ruling not to re-
lease the report due to attorney-client privilege,
Mr.Keitz then sued theCounty and ourBoard
for his legal fees, costing the taxpayers an ad-
ditional $40,000.

Combined,Mr.Keitz’s lack of leadership
has cost the taxpayersmore than $1.5million.

In my opinion, Mr. Keitz lacks in leader-
ship abilities as well the management skills
necessary to foster loyalty and effective com-
munication with his staff. His absence in the
courtroom ismaddening, especially consider-
ing his regular presence at ribbon cuttings.

Madera County needs leadership, in-
tegrity and honesty in our District Attorney’s
Office.We need Dave Linn.

Vote for Dave Linn on Nov. 4.

TomWheeler, Madera County District 5 Su-
pervisor
North Fork

Dear Editor:
This is in support of Keitz for DA.
As Election Day approaches, Madera

County voters have choices to make and one
of the most important votes they cast will be
for DistrictAttorney. Having attended numer-
ous debates and eventswhere both candidates,
DistrictAttorney Michael Keitz andAttorney
David Linn, have sparred. During these de-
bates many accusations were made and de-
fended.Much ofwhat has been said, I believe,
has distorted truths and facts, in particular the
accusations regarding the Rowley Report.

A recent letter to the Editor of the Sierra
Star questioned why Mr. Keitz refused to
make the report public. The simple fact is that
releasing the report would violate the confi-
dentiality of whistle blowers, and the courts
agreed and ruled with Mr. Keitz’position.

It is time to put aside accusations, mis-

representations and whisper campaigns and
focus on overall qualifications. I have exam-
ined each candidate, their backgrounds and
their qualifications.Without a doubt, I believe
the best person for the job is our current Dis-
trict Attorney, Michael Keitz. He is the only
candidate with an extensive law enforcement
background, which I feel is essential to the of-
fice, and the only candidatewith years of pros-
ecuting experience.

Weneed aDistrictAttorneywith a proven
record which is why I am supportingMichael
Keitz and encourageMaderaCounty voters to
do the same.

Dennis Fairbanks
Coarsegold

Dear Editor:
Election time: It is time to watch the ads,

signs and the debates. This year we have the
Sheriff candidates and others. I want to talk
about the Madera County District Attorney
Office candidates, current incumbent DA
Michael Keitz and David Linn.

Of all things about these two men, they
must have integrity that is beyond a shadowof
doubt for the position of “Chief LawEnforce-
mentOfficer” forMaderaCounty.The current
DistrictAttorney, Michael Keitz has a proven
track record of prosecution and has never been
a defense lawyer.

On the other hand, the opponent, David
Linn has been working as a defense lawyer
andwe all know that criminal defense lawyers
work for the bad guys.

A point that I would like to make is that
during the September 18th, 2014 debate in
Oakhurst, the candidates were given a chance
to speak to the people about various topics.
One question thatwas askedwas, “Howmuch
money have you loaned to your campaign and
howmuch money have you raised?”

I remember hearing David Linn reply to
that question and his answer was that he had
loaned his campaign $50,000 and had raised
$70,000 in campaign contributions.

I have in front of me the State of Califor-
nia form 460, (Recipient Committee Cam-

paign Statement & Campaign Disclosure
Statement), filed by David Linn. In review of
this disclosure statement, I see that Mr. Linn
had a total of approximately $120,000 in total
contributions.

To me, that means that he used his own
money and loaned his campaign $50,000.Mr.
Linn wants us to believe that supporters gave
him $70,000 for his campaign.As per the 460
form, (Mr. Linn self-reports) approximately
$36,470 of the $70,000 came from himself
and/or wife and not campaign contributors as
we were lead to believe.

After reviewing FPPC Form 460, Cam-
paign Disclosure Statement, it appears that
candidate David Lynn was misleading and/or
untruthful in his statements to the audience
during the Oakhurst debate. If Mr. Linn can
twist this to make it appear that campaign
money is flowing in for him, which it is not
per the Disclosure Statements, what else is
there, that may not be true?

I will feel very sad for Madera County if
David Linn is elected to public office.

Lucy Cliby
Madera

Dear Editor:
Formerly I worked for the Riverside

County District Attorney’s office. At the time
of my retirement I was a Supervising Deputy
District Attorney in charge of the Gang and
Homicide Units for the Southwest part of the
county. Since March of this year I have been
employed as a Senior Deputy District Attor-
ney working on certain special circumstance
murder cases for Madera County. During my
work in Madera I have read comments in the
press regarding DistrictAttorney Keitz which
are completely at odds with the facts as I have
observed them. From what I have seen, far
from there being a “morale” problem in the of-
fice, all of the attorneys I have interactedwith,
from the bottom to the top, share a collegiate
camaraderie and a happy, good-natured dis-
position that comes from hard work and col-
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lective sharing of the burdens and stresses of a
difficult and demanding job.Yes, it is true that
there is a high turnover rate in the Madera
District Attorney’s office. That is not due,
however, to any lack of respect for Michael
Keitz, the District Attorney. Rather, the high
turnover is attributable to two factors: (1) the
fact that the compensation ofMadera County
Deputy District Attorneys is substantially
below that of neighboring counties; and, (2)
the fact that Madera Attorneys have an ex-
traordinarily high work load with limited re-
sources as compared to other neighboring
District Attorney offices. In contrast to
Michael Keitz, a career prosecutor, I under-
stand that his competitor advertises as an “ac-
cidents and personal injury” attorney and has
no prior experience in prosecution. Those
who would criticize Michael Keitz would do
well, in truth and in honesty, to consider
whether they would do any better in dealing
with the same high crime rate and limited re-
sources inherent in the job. Fromwhat I have
observed,Michael Keitz, a career prosecutor,
is a person of high honesty and integrity who
is sincerely andwholeheartedly doing his best
for the community and who shares and un-
derstands the hard times and the good of the
Deputy DistrictAttorneys under his employ.

Robert Olson, Senior Deputy District Attor-
ney
Madera County DistrictAttorney’s Office

Dear Editor:
During District Attorney (DA), Michael

Keitz’ re-election campaign we have heard
and seen him talk about his conviction rate
being 17 percent higher than “prior to his
tenure” as well as touting the number of com-
pleted jury trials for the last couple of years. In
doing so, DAKeitz is trying tomake the pub-
lic and voters believe he hasmade theDistrict
Attorney's office tougher on criminals and
project the image his administration is supe-
rior to the previous District Attorney, Judge
Ernie LiCalsi, making Madera County safer
in the process.

My review was done of the same Judi-
cial Council report(s) DAKeitz says he used
to obtain his conviction rate as this rate
seemed over-inflated and, frankly, unbeliev-
able. The review compared five years of re-
ports in which Mr. Keitz has been district
attorney to the immediate five years underDA
LiCalsi and used the averages of the five-year
periods to make the comparison somewhat
equal.

The review looked at several categories
including, felony convictions, felonies re-
duced to misdemeanors, guilty plea rate for
non-traffic misdemeanor cases, completed

felony and misdemeanor trials, and the per-
centage of felony and misdemeanor cases
closed in specific time periods.

The first category compared the number
of felony convictions and felony charges
being reduced to misdemeanors. A second
category provided the number of guilty pleas
obtained in non-traffic misdemeanor cases.
These reports identified DALiCalsi's admin-
istration as having a 1 percent higher felony
conviction rate than Keitz and Keitz’ office
having an approximately 11 percent higher
rate over DA LiCalsi's for felony charges
being reduced tomisdemeanors. DALiCalsi's
office was found to have a 1.8 percent higher
guilty plea rate for the number of non-traffic
misdemeanor cases compared to DAKeitz’.

We continually see press releases issued
by DAKeitz regarding convictions obtained
by theDistrictAttorney's office through trials.
Inmy opinion, DAKeitz is releasing somany
press releases this year because of the elec-
tion, trying to make it appear he is tougher on
criminals by reporting the trials wins. How-
ever, data identifying the number of com-
pleted felony andmisdemeanor trials showed
under DA LiCalsi there were 17.8 percent
more felony trials and 15.4 percentmoremis-
demeanor trials completed than DAKeitz, or
the completion of 30 more trials by DA Li-
Calsi's office.

Additional data identified the percentage
of felony and misdemeanor cases closed
within specific periods of time. Themain, and
probably themost important category, was the
total percentage of felony cases closed by the
end of 12 months. A secondary category was
for the number of misdemeanor cases com-
pletedwithin 120 days or less. These two cat-
egories seem to be benchmarks used for the
courts for resolutions in cases andmake a use-
ful tool to establish how efficient aDistrictAt-
torney's office is for closing cases. DA
LiCalsi's administration had a closing rate for
felony cases of nearly 4 percent higher, or 90
percent of all felonies in 12 months or less,
compared toDAKeitz’.And for the 120 days
or less benchmark for misdemeanor cases,
DALiCalsi closed 6.3 percent more than DA
Keitz.

These statistics speak volumes about the
documented staff turnover which has resulted
in less experienced attorneys in the court-
rooms resulting in a less efficient district at-
torney's office. By the end of this year
Michael Keitz will have been Madera
County's District Attorney for six years. He
claims to have a 17 percent higher conviction
rate than “prior to his tenure” and continues
to bring up how many trials have been com-
pleted as well as the convictions from them
all in an effort to get your vote. The problem
with DA Keitz’ assertions that he has been
tough on crime, in reality, do not match data
which shows his lower felony conviction rate,
more felony charges being reduced to misde-

meanors, a lower guilty plea rate for non-traf-
fic misdemeanor cases, completion of less
felony and misdemeanor trials, and a lower
percentage for closing felony cases within 12
months and closing misdemeanor cases in
120 days or less.

Please, before voting on November 4th,
ask yourself if Michael Keitz has truly been
tough on criminals and his policies havemade
MaderaCounty safer.We need a change in the
District Attorney's office. That change is
David Linn.

Respectfully submitted,

David J. Engstrom, District Attorney Em-
ployee
Coarsegold

Dear Editor:
Re: David Engstrom’s Madera Tribune

letter of 9-25-14 about District Attorney
Michael Keitz.

First, thank you Mr. Engstrom for hav-
ing the integrity to stand behind your com-
ments instead of making them anonymously.

After writingmore than 500words about
statistics, numbers, etc.,Mr. Engstrom did not
state one single qualification that wouldmake
DAcandidateDavid Linn suitable for the role
as the nextMadera CountyDA. So let’s com-
pare DAKeitz and Mr. Linn.

At age 59, DAKeitz has 19 years of law
enforcement experience as a reserve deputy
sheriff and 22 years of experience prosecut-
ing criminal cases.

At age 66, Mr. Linn has 0 years of law
enforcement experience and 0 employment as
a prosecuting attorney. Mr. Linn is a 38-year
criminal defense attorneywho describes him-
self as a “Personal Injury, auto accident and
slip & fall” specialist in his law firm’s
Oakhurst phone book advertisement. It seems
a little late in his career for Mr. Linn to stop
protecting criminals from the consequences
of their actions and begin prosecuting them.

Mr. Linn has received the endorsement
of several law enforcement associations.
Please remember that those associations are
the employees’ union and do not necessarily
represent the choice of each individual mem-
ber.Also,Mr. Linn is amember of theMadera
County Civil Service Commission that rules
“for or against” those employee associations
when they represent law enforcement officers
in employee matters. It’s to the associations’
advantage to giveMr. Linn their endorsement.

As the current DistrictAttorney,Michael
Keitz has the proven experience of leading a
staff of 40 to handle 8,500 new cases per year.
He administers an annual budget of $4.4 mil-
lion. Under his leadership, his office has de-
livered results in the form of conviction after
conviction, many for serious and violent
crimes.

Mr. Linn handles the checkbook of a
small private law firm.

Mr. Linn may be a very good criminal
defense attorney but does not have the prose-
cutorial, administrative or leadership experi-
ence necessary to protect us, the public.

Barbara Thomasson
Madera

Dear Editor:
In reference to Bobby Kahn, candidate

for Trustee, Area I, State Center Community
College District, November 4, 2014 election,
my spouse, Betty, and I support Bobby Kahn
for theArea 1Trustee Seat, State Center Com-
munity College District (SCCCD). The col-
lege campuses in Madera, Oakhurst, Clovis,
FresnoCity andReedley comprise SCCCD. I
have been a long-time leader and supporter of
SCCCD, having served four terms as your
elected Trustee from 1985 to 2002, followed
by nine years as a commissioner on the Dis-
trict’s Personnel Commission.

When Betty and I heard that Mr. Kahn
was seeking theArea 1 seat in the November
4th election, we were excited and hopeful.
Excited because Bobby is a truly exception
individual with an extensive background in
community leadership, business development
and civil affairs. Hopeful because State Cen-
ter, especially Madera County, needs the
trustee leadership it has been lacking in recent
years. The election of Bobby Kahnwill bring
a strong and solidMadera County voice to the
SCCCD table.

Betty and I sincerely encourage you to
support and vote for Bobby Kahn, SCCCD
Area 1 Trustee on November 4th.

Ron Manfredi, Former SCCCD Trustee and
Personnel Commissioner
Madera
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The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:

email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

mail:
The Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002
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Classified • call 645-0634
Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years
experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers . Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Auto Detailing

Mirror Image Mobile Auto De-
tai l ing - Full Service Auto detai l -
ing, also RV's , Boats and
Motorcycles . We use our own
water. Headlight restorat ion. Wax,
polish, cut and shampoo. Call 559-
676-2877.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 28
years experience. Wood Stove inserts,
pellet stoves, and fireplaces. Also
clean dryer vents. REMEMBER
THINK SAFETY, BURN SAFELY!
Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-
4476.

Floor/Upholstery Care

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n
m i n u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r p e t ,
u p h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n -
i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e g a t e ,
s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V.
i n t e r i o r s . B B B a n d G o l d e n
Va l l e y C h a m b e r m e m b e r .
C a l l B r u c e t o d a y f o r a f r e e
e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 - 6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

Housecleaning

Housecleaning - Get ready for . . .
anything! Get your house , yard
and windows in order. Give us a
call for a free estimate. Call Linda
at 559-645-0308 or Staci at 559-
458- 3248.

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned al l
year long. Exper ience , Responsi -
ble, Honest . Fair prices. Call 416-
2585.

Paint ing Services

Painting Services - Gerald Scheffing
& Son Painting. 40 years experience.
Interior & Exterior. Licensed, insured
and bonded. Lic #313070. Call 674-
2320.

Pa in t ing Serv i c e s - 40 year s o f
exper i ence . L i c en s ed . Frank
Kramer Ex t e r i o r s . L i c .

#273099 . Ca l l 645 -4113 .

Recyclables Pick Up

FREE RECYCLABLES PICKUP
- KIDS 4 RECYCLING offe r s
pickup of al l recyclable mater ia ls ,
inc lud ing paper, p las t i c s , g lass ,
a luminum and cardboard . I f you
have any quest ions be sure to cal l
Dianna at 999-6832 or 645-1048.
Funds suppor t Ranchos’ Sen iors ,
l ibrary, schools and 4H.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Mos t windows $5 ins ide /ou t -
Sc reen , t r a ck and s i l l s i nc luded .
Remove hard water stain on home
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb r emova l available.
Ful ly insured. Call Nick at 285-
1723. Free estimates.

SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

10/14

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

CALL 645-0634

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
are crazy cheap.
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 10/14

ARanchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 10/14

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

10
/1

4

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

Interest rates are historically low, but
prices are edging up. Call me for more
information on your home’s current value

... it could be the perfect time to sell.

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

10
/1

4
10

/1
4

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 10

/1
4

10
/1
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Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987

Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

BRE# 01397023

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

Ask about our
FREE

home
warranty
program.

We Have
Pre-

Approved
Buyers!

Call Today!
Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone

Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
maria@ossrealtor.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740

10
/1

4

TO ADVERT ISE CALL 645-0634
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368
Lic. #961690

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 12,000

Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

CCeennttrraall  VVaalllleeyy
HHoouusseecclleeaanniinngg

SSeerrvviicceess
We CLEAN

houses • offices • rental houses
windows, including hard water stains

shower doors

10 Years of Experience
Many Ranchos References

555599--551144--99881166

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

559-363-1851
559-645-SNIP
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com
we also have P.O. BOXES  available

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
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Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You could be caught in a torrent of advice from well-meaning friends
and colleagues this week. But remember, Lamb, you are at your best when you are your own inimitable self.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Expect strong efforts to get you to accept things as they are and
not question them. But ignore all that and continue your inquiries until you're sure you have all the
answers you need.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Heavier than usual family and workplace duties compete for your time
this week. Try to strike a balance so that you're not overwhelmed by either. Pressures ease by week's end.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) It's a good time for the Moon Child to show off your uniquely
inspired approach to the culinary skills -- especially if they're directed toward impressing someone special.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)You might be happy about the re-emergence of a long-deferred deal. But
don't pounce on it quite yet. Time can change things. Be sure the values you looked for before are still there.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Try to rein in your super-critical attitude, even if things
aren't being done quite as you would prefer. Remember: What you say now could create an awkward
situation later on.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Although you can expect on-the-job cooperation from
most of your colleagues this week, some people might insist on knowing more about your plans
before they can accept them.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Creating another way to do things is commendable.
But you could find some resistance this week from folks who would rather stick with the tried-and-true
than try something new.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You usually can keep your aim focused on
your goal. But you might need to make adjustments to cope with unsteadiness factors that could arise
over the course of the week.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) News arrives about a projected move. Be prepared
to deal with a series of possible shifts, including starting and finishing times, and how much the budget
will actually cover.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A new relationship needs time to develop. Let things
flow naturally. It could be a different story with a workplace situation, which might require faster and
more focused attention.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Accept a compliment without trying to troll for any hidden
reason beyond what was said.After all, don't you deserve to be praised every now and then? Of course
you do.

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

You like to weigh all possibilities before making a decision.
You would be a fine judge, or even be a star in a jury room.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE 559-907-2501

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call



Click on “Local News” at

Page 34

1. GAMES: How many squares are on a
chess board?
2. GENERALKNOWLEDGE:What is the
common name for sodium bicarbonate?
3. MEDICAL: What does the acronym
stand for in the term "CAT scan"?
4. MUSIC: What nationality was Chopin?
5. GEOGRAPHY: The Dolomites mountain
chain is located in what country?
6. HISTORY:Which U.S. state was the last
to secede in the CivilWar and the first to be
readmitted to the union?
7. PHOBIAS: What fear is represented by
the condition called astrophobia?
8. LANGUAGE: What are "bangers" in
British slang?
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group
of rhinoceroses called?
10. TELEVISION: What were the names
of the two main characters in the "Gilmore
Girls"?

1.64
2.Bakingsoda
3.ComputerizedAxialTomography
4.Polish
5.Italy
6.Tennessee
7.Afearofouterspace
8.Sausages
9.Acrash
10.LorelaiandRoryGilmore

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crossword
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