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LibertyHigh School celebrated its
homecoming on Friday, Oct. 18
with aDisney theme. student

Curtis “Mickey”Monk (left)
shares a ride around the

football fieldwith
Carla “Minnie” Helms

while LHS teacher TimHayes
chauffeurs. Monkwenton to be

crownedHomecomingKing
at the event.

Photo courtesy of John Glueck
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By Silas Verrinder

With winter on the way, and energy
costs on the rise, the story of a local Ran-
chos business donating propane to two
local Ranchos families has warmed
homes and hearts. A local couple has
partnered with Valley Propane in order to
donate over 100 gallons of propane gas
to a local Ranchos family in need.

When Tony and Ana Colorado were
told that they had just won Valley
Propane’s yearly drawing for 250 gallons
of free propane gas, they immediately
chose to donate over a 100 gallons of it to
a Ranchos family in need. With the

Christmas season just around the corner,
this local couple is living the old adage
that it is better to give than to receive.

In early September, Valley Propane
manager Vince Guthrie notified Tony and
Ana that they had won the drawing.
“When we called them and told them
they had won 250 gallons of free gas they
were very excited,” Guthrie said. “But
their tank only held about 140 gallons.”
When he told them there was gas left
over, they immediately requested that the
remainder be donated to a local family in
need.

“We are so happy to have won this

Pay it Forward:
Contest Winners
Share Good Luck
Ranchos Family Wins
Annual Propane Giveaway,
Then Gives Away 100
Gallons to Needy Family

“This is an amazing
story of someone in the
Ranchos helping someone
else in the Ranchos ... At a
time when costs are rising
and incomes are falling all
over the country, Ranchos
people are still finding
ways to show other Ran-
chos people that we are
more than a spot on the
map – we are a commu-
nity.”

Please see PROPANE on P. 16
Click on “Local News” at

The Madera Ranchos Lions Club is hosting its first “White
Cane Day” on Saturday, Nov. 23 in front of the Rancho’s Market
at 37405 Avenue 12 from 8:30 a.m. until dusk.

The Lions Club is best known for its efforts in
fighting blindness and other sight-related issues.
White Cane Days historically are used for fundrais-
ing with the money raised going directly to research
and assisting those with impaired vision. The Ran-
chos Lions Club is asking you to please come by and
bring your old glasses that you no longer need, or
make a donation to get an official “Lions Club White
Cane” and learn more about the local Lions club.

Lions Clubs International is the world's largest service
club organization with over 1.35 million members in more than

46,000 clubs worldwide. Lions Club members are men and women
who are active in community projects in more than 208 countries

and geographic areas. They were founded in 1917 and, al-
though best known for fighting blindness, Lions Club

members also perform volunteer work for many dif-
ferent kinds of community projects, including caring
for the environment, feeding the hungry and aiding
seniors and the disabled.

In addition to the White Cane Day on Saturday,
Nov. 23, the local Ranchos Lions Club meets at 7

p.m. on the first Thursday of each month at the Ran-
chos Pizza Factory at 37184 Ave. 12 in the center of the

Madera Ranchos. The Ranchos Lions Club provides an op-
portunity to make a positive difference in our community.

“White Cane Day” Coming to Ranchos in November

Bigelow’s Livestock Theft Legislation Signed into Law

On Wednesday, Oct. 23, As-
semblyman Frank Bigelow’s As-
sembly bill 924 was signed by
Governor Jerry Brown and will be-

come law next year. The signing of AB
924 is momentous for the Assemblyman as
it marks his first bill to make it to the Gov-
ernor’s Desk and leave with a signature.

“I am excited rural California has a
voice, and the Legislature is listening,”
said Bigelow. “I look forward to present-
ing more solutions for rural California in
2014 that can be supported by Governor
Brown.”

AB 924 will establish a fine of up to
$5,000 for anyone convicted of livestock
theft and allows local officials to accu-
rately track statistics on how many people
have been convicted of stealing livestock.
The proceeds that are collected from the
fine will go to the California Department

of Food and Agriculture’s Bureau of Live-
stock Identification (BLID) to help bring
closure to current open cases and to help
combat future livestock theft.

“In California, there has been a rise in
livestock theft resulting in significant
costs to California’s ranchers. AB 924 is
intended to discourage criminals from
these costly crimes,” Bigelow said. “AB
924 ensures that criminals will be prose-
cuted and the roadmap to prosecution if
the law is violated. This bill is a win for
rural California and California’s Agricul-
tural Industry.”

Frank Bigelow represents the 5th As-
sembly District, which includes the
Madera Ranchos.

A Bass Lake women
sits behind bars accused of
assaulting a neighbor and
reportedly siccing her Pitt
Bull mix on a Madera
County Sheriff’s Deputy.
Gwen Lucille Sherrell, 52,
was arrested the afternoon
of Saturday, Oct. 12 at her
Bass Lake home.

Shortly before 2 p.m.
on Oct. 12, Deputy Gerald
Marin responded to a distur-
bance near the intersection
of Road 222 and Road 432.
Witnesses say Sherrell was
standing in the middle of the
street, with a large dog running loose by her
side. She was reportedly blocking traffic on
both sides and shouting obscenities. She then
assaulted a man in a wheelchair – punching
him twice in the face. By the time Deputy
Marin arrived on scene, she was back in the

streets, blocking traffic in
both directions and shouting
profanities at a wedding
party taking place nearby.
When Deputy Marin tried to
detain her, she took off run-
ning toward her home, and
reportedly gave her dog a
command to attack. The Pitt
Bull mix immediately
charged at the deputy, who
had no choice but to shoot at
the dog. With a grazed ear,
the animal ran back to the
house and both dog and sus-
pect ran inside.

Sherrell was finally
taken into custody nearly an hour later with-
out further incident. She was transported to
Madera County Department of Corrections
where she remains with bail set at $10,000.
Animal Control was called to the home and
took possession of Sherrell’s two dogs.

Woman Sics Dog on Sheriff’s Deputy

Gwen Lucille Sherrell, 52,
is accused of fighting with just
about everyone in Bass Lake on
Saturday, Oct. 12, and then send-
ing her dog out to attack a
Deputy Sheriff.

On Monday, Oct. 21, Narcotics Agents
concluded a two-month long investigation
into a cultivation operation that rendered
more than 600 pounds of marijuana. MAD-
NET Agents, assisted by Madera County
Sheriff’s Office Deputies, executed a search
warrant at a residence near Avenue 17 and
Amador Street in the County of Madera, ap-
proximately halfway between the Ranchos
and the City of Madera. Agents seized over
383 pounds of processed marijuana, 291
marijuana plants and one shotgun. Each
plant is capable of producing at least one
pound of marijuana or more.

Agents believe this property was being
used for routine cultivating and harvesting
of marijuana. In addition to the processed pot
and marijuana plants, Agents also discovered
paraphernalia inside the home indicative of
sales and transportation of marijuana.

Residents produced medical mari-
juana recommendations which would
have allowed them to possess 18-22
pounds collectively.

Pot Grow Found
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$119.95
16 FOOT • GREEN COLOR ONLY

HORSE CORRAL PANELS

OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!10/13

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com
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$18.99Country Style

DOG FOOD 40 LB. BAG

$5.35/BAG

Premium Quality
Wood Stove Pellets

Eagle Valley Brand
$379

Alfalfa Cubes
per ton

HEN SCRATCH

50 LB. BAG

$9.9
9

$30ea.

PROPANE
Specia

l!

$2.50
PER G

ALLON

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store! all prices exp.11/30/13
except where noted and
are subject to change

PYRANTEL
Horse De-Wormer
BUY 3
GET 1 FREE

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa, Orchard Grass,
Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Current Hay Prices per Bale
Timothy Hay ........................................................ $17.95
Orchard Grass .................................................... $17.95
Alfalfa ................................................................... $12.99 (and up)
Wheat Hay .......................................................... $11.99 (and up)
Sudan Grass ....................................................... $11.95
Cattle Oat Hay/Forrage .......................................$10.95
Cattle Grass Hay ................................................ $ 7.99
Rice Straw .......................................................... $ 7.99
Wheat Straw ....................................................... $ 6.99

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

(when you buy a ton or more)

We Sell ALL Animals

Pot Belly
Piglets

This Month’s Special

only

In what may turn out to be a crowded
ticket, local businessman Ray Krause, Jr. has
officially filed to run for the Madera County
District One Supervisorial seat in June of
2014. District One was previously represented
by O’Neals rancher, and now State Assembly-
man, Frank Bigelow.

Krause, also from O’Neals, recently
served 3 ½ years as District One Planning
Commissioner. “My decisions on the Com-
mission were made with great consideration

for potential long term economic benefits to
all residents of Madera County, not only for
those in my district. Water is certainly the
main issue with the High Speed Rail scam and
pension reform as close seconds. Develop-
ment is inevitable so it must be orderly, at-
tractive and sustainable” Krause said.
“Madera County has a rare rural, agricultural
and historical legacy which needs to be en-
couraged, shared and protected. I think that
my military operations experience and

decades of successful business and financial
management have given me a unique common
sense perspective on county management.
Plus, I enjoy listening and learning from oth-
ers.”

Krause has spent 25 years in the financial
services industry with The Equitable Financial
and Massachusetts Mutual creating and pre-
serving wealth for clients and associates in the

Ray Krause, Jr. Enters Crowded District 1 Supervisor’s Race

Ray Krause, Jr. of O’Neals
wants to be our next District 1
Supervisor. Please see KRAUSE on P. 10
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Click on “Local News” at

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2014. Delivery must be by August 31, 2014.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES
FRAPPES • CAPPUCCINOS • ESPRESSO
ICED COFFEE • DREYERS ICE CREAM

DONUTS • OATMEAL • BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE 10%
OFF!

10/13

• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

ALL prepared drinks
(expires 11-30-13)

By Rick Farinelli

When you think about your local county
government, you usually think about things
like parks, libraries, building codes and other
services and rules for which your elected rep-
resentatives are responsible. One thing you
probably don’t think of is the enormous
amounts of fuel it takes keep things humming
in your community.

Local governments are among the
largest fuel users in
California. We oper-
ate fleets of police,
fire and emergency
response vehicles,
waste removal
trucks and mainte-
nance vehicles. The
cost of fuel is a con-
stant budget con-
cern.

Now local gov-
ernments – and that
means taxpayers –
are facing a regula-
tion that could not
only materially increase the cost of fuel, it
could cause serious supply disruptions. It’s
the Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) and it
wasn’t invented by your City Council/Board
of Supervisors or approved by voters – it’s
the work of the California Air Resources
Board (CARB).

Like many government regulations, the
LCFS is well-intended. The goal is to reduce
global warming emissions by requiring re-
finers to produce lower-carbon fuels and in-
crease the use of non-petroleum fuels,
biofuels and other low-carbon fuels. Unfor-
tunately, CARB has put the cart well before
the horse. The LCFS is infeasible because

there’s currently not enough low-carbon fuel
to go around and what there is will be enor-
mously expensive. Further, low-carbon fuel
technology is not sufficiently advanced to
provide adequate, reliable supplies in the
foreseeable future. Lest you think this is just
oil company rhetoric, think again. According
to Dr. Severin Borenstein of the UC Berkeley
Haas School of Business, “There is really not
any low carbon fuel that is even close to cost-
competitive today.”

It gets worse. A study conducted by the
well-respected Boston Consulting Group re-
cently found that in addition to increasing the
cost of fuels, the LCFS could also kill thou-
sands of jobs, cost California billions of dol-
lars a year in lost taxes, and cost local

governments mil-
lions of dollars in
property tax rev-
enues. And the Wall
Street Journal re-
cently opined: “The
California govern-
ment is forcing oil
and gas companies
to sell a fuel that
barely exists … Cal-
ifornians could pay
$6 dollars a gallon
… The only real ar-
gument is over the
extent of the eco-

nomic damage.”
Here in Madera County that damage

will hurt a lot more. Our county’s unemploy-
ment rate is well above the state average and
because much or our economy is largely de-
pendent on fuel for equipment and trans-
portation, the LCFS is sure to make things a
lot harder here and in other Valley communi-
ties.

So why is CARB so stubbornly insistent
on forging ahead with a rule that will kill jobs,
cost billions of dollars in lost revenues, drive
up the cost of fuel and opens the door to se-

State Fuel Standard Putting Us at Risk

It will also do little to nothing to
reduce global warming since
California accounts for only a
minuscule percentage of the world’s
carbon emissions. We’re more likely
to actually increase those emissions
by importing biofuels and LCFS-
compliant feedstocks from other
states and countries.

Please see TEA on P. 15
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By Rich Lowry

Long ago, Ted Cruz earned the ha-
tred of every elected Democrat in Wash-
ington. Now, he's on his way to doing
the same with nearly every Republican.

He is, to paraphrase Winston
Churchill's quip about Secretary of
State John Foster Dulles, a bull who
carries a china shop with him. He had
barely begun his 21-hour filibuster -- or,
to be strictly precise, 21-hour-long
speech -- when he compared his
doubters to appeasers of Adolf Hitler,
and he ended it roughly a day later with
a prickly exchange with Senate Major-
ity Leader Harry Reid.

The Cruz eye-rollers had plenty of
occasions to roll their eyes -- perhaps
no senator has caused so many col-
leagues to mutter under their breaths in
his first eight months in the world's
greatest deliberative body -- but the
conservative grass roots cheered. They
are desperate for passion and, above all,
fight, and Cruz delivered them during
his long hours holding forth on C-
SPAN2.

We should stipulate upfront that he
is not going to defund Obamacare. As a
legislative strategy, the defund effort is
far-fetched to the point of absurdity.
The theory is that after a government
shutdown, pressure becomes so intense
on Democrats that Reid buckles and
passes a measure defunding Oba-

macare, and Barack Obama signs it.
Why would a little downside polit-

ical risk in the current confrontation
move them? We're talking about a party
that spent decades trying to pass some-
thing like Obamacare and a president
who was content to lose his House ma-
jority over it.

The Cruz all-nighter wasn't a leg-
islative tactic so much as it was what
19th-century anarchists called "the
propaganda of the deed." It made a
point. It dramatically reaffirmed Re-
publican resolve to repealing Oba-
macare. It also saved Cruz's reputation
among the tea-party conservatives. By
spending nearly an entire day attacking
Obamacare on the Senate floor, Cruz
demonstrated enough gutsiness to take
the sting out of his imminent defeat.

In the longer run, the outcome in
the short term is irrelevant to Cruz's
stature as a conservative leader. No one
asked whether Ronald Reagan had suc-
cessfully blocked the ratification of the
Panama Canal Treaty in 1977 when he
ran for president in 1980. For that mat-
ter, no one asked whether Sen. Barack
Obama had successfully defunded the
Iraq War in 2007 when he ran for pres-
ident in 2008.

Obama's example is instructive:
When before have we heard of a new
senator capturing the imagination of his
party's base, establishing an unim-
peachable standard of purity on a hot-

Ted Cruz Wins

“You cannot pour billions of
dollars into make-

work jobs while
destroying the
economy that
supports them
and call that

opportunity. And
you cannot build

up years of
dependence on

government and
dare call that

hope.”

Guest Editorial

button issue absolutely essential to it
and beginning to run for president
shortly after arriving on the national
scene?

Who knows whether Cruz ultimately
tries the same thing. But the scoffers are
probably the same kind of people who
chuckled at backbencher Newt Gingrich
giving speeches to an empty House
chamber on C-SPAN so many decades
ago. Gingrich was playing an outside
game, and so is Cruz. The disdain for
him among insiders will be inversely re-
lated to the admiration for him among the
much more important outsiders.

They will sustain him in a crusade
against Obamacare that, alas, will ex-
tend long beyond this fall's fiscal
fights.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.

(c) 2013 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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The Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
I am looking out my back door at my or-

chard. The tree leaves are changing colors ex-
cept for the citrus trees which are bright green
and heavy with fruit. Fall is here – you can feel
it in the air. I am picking limes now which al-
ways are the first citrus tree to get ripe. I just
finished picking plums
and walnuts. My fa-
ther, who died in 1992,
decided that the back
of my lot was just the
right size for a small
orchard. The next
thing I knew there
were 30 new trees and
10 grape vines in the
back lot. He left me
room for a small lawn
around my new house.
He planted a combina-
tion of stone fruit, cit-
rus and nut trees.
When he was alive
every spare inch of ground had vegetables and
melons growing on it. At my age I am doing
well to keep the fruit and nuts picked and the
trees taken care of. There is something going
on in the orchard all year long.

On Monday, Oct. 14 the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors held their monthly general meeting.
Special guests were Assemblyman Frank

Bigelow; Ian LeMay, Congressman Jim
Costa’s District Director; Manuel Nevarez,
Madera County District 1 Supervisor; and
Rhonda Cargill, Nevarez’ Legislative Assis-
tant.

Ian LeMay presented an American flag
that had flown over the U.S. Capital in Wash-
ington, D.C. to Ranchos/Hills Seniors Presi-
dent Debbie Farr. Thank you, Jim Costa. The

Center was in need of
a new flag.

S u p e r v i s o r
Manuel Nevarez pre-
sented the California
flag to President Deb-
bie Farr. Assembly-
man Frank Bigelow
got to the
Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center a little late be-
cause he had been
traveling all day and
you could tell that he
was tired. The Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors feel
that Frank Bigelow

belongs to us because he has supported all of
our fundraisers and helped the Center in many
ways. Frank said that his time in Sacramento
has been a time to get acquainted with the
other first term members of the Assembly. He
said he has been able to use his time spent as
a Madera County Supervisor to learn to work
with the people in Sacramento.

On Monday, Oct. 14 the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors held their
monthly general meeting. Special
guests were Assemblyman Frank
Bigelow; Ian LeMay, Congressman
Jim Costa’s District Director;
Manuel Nevarez, Madera County
District 1 Supervisor; and Rhonda
Cargill, Nevarez’Legislative Assis-
tant.

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

chadstrucking.com
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Click on “Local News” at

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Fed, State and Local Reps Visit
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.



Behind the times as I am, evidently,
I just recently read several articles on the
cuts across California specifically to
school transportation. Budget crisis is
nothing new to we Californians; we, as a
state, have been broke for some time. I
really shouldn’t be shocked that the next
thing to go are those enormous, gas-guz-
zling beasts that have been hauling chil-
dren around for decades – but I am. What
frightens me is that letting them out of
the big yellow cage leaves them free to
wander the streets during peak commute
time. Wayward teenagers hoofing it to
school and early morning road rage does
not a safe community make.

The issue here, and normally I am
quick to place the responsibility for kids
squarely on the shoulders of the parents,
is that it there are just simply not enough
safe alternatives out there to get children
to school. I understand the cut, certainly
those buses are not
cheap to maintain,
but usually the par-
ents that can’t
drive their children
to school are the
working parents
and do we really
want to make life
harder on the peo-
ple actually hold-
ing up their end of
the bargain and
contributing to so-
ciety? There are so
few left, after all.

Officials and
parents alike are in
a tizzy over what
to do about this issue, as they well should
be. Without the school transportation sys-
tem, the chore of getting to school be-
comes so difficult it feels almost
insurmountable. I would hate to think the
kids just stop going – the last thing this
country needs is more drop-outs. Unfor-
tunately, not every child has the luxury of
being driven to school by his or her par-
ents.

The most common solution seems to
be for kids to hop on the public transit
system. I don’t think this is the best op-
tion, though at the moment for some it is
the only one. Among the many problems
with public transportation in this day and
age, chief among them is the general lack
of safety. There are no restrictions as to
who can ride the bus and there’s no way
to stop any number of miscreant perverts
that feel like taking a little bus ride on a
Tuesday morning. And although there are

The Big Yellow Beast

certainly a multitude of pleasant and
friendly citizens aboard, there is always
that one crazy person that makes you
happy you slipped that can of mace in
your purse.

Some kids have opted to catching
rides with their friends that drive, and just
the thought of teenagers chauffeuring
around other teenagers is enough to make
me never want to leave my house again.
I remember what it was like to be a teen

driver and it
wasn’t pretty. I’m
a little disap-
pointed my parents
ever let me behind
the wheel. Walking
to school isn’t a
much safer option
and for some kids
who live a sizeable
distance from
school it’s com-
pletely unfeasible.
So, what else can
parents do?

I’ve been
thinking about this,
and I came up with
an option. For

decades people have used carpools to get
to work and school. Soccer moms have
been uniting their efforts in chauffeuring
the hordes of kids to practices and games,
taking turns shouldering the responsibil-
ity for a group of kids. The same concept
can be employed with the use of ride
sharing companies that are becoming
popular all over. Using an application on
a smartphone, a parent can call up a ride
for their kid and certainly teenagers and
those in high school who have access to
smartphones of their own can call up
their own rides. These companies, like
Sidecar and Lyft, find the nearest driver
and even allow a real-time picture of how
close they are and when they will arrive.
This gives the customer an opportunity to
be in more control over the commute.
Neighboring children could even benefit

Overall, I understand why the
big yellow beasts have to go, and
certainly ride sharing isn’t feasible
for everyone, but we don’t want
kids dropping out of school en
masse because getting there has be-
come too much of a burden. We
have enough stupid people already,
many of whom are running our
government.

We certainly don’t need a new
generation.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

www.The Ranchos.com
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Please see GEN WHY on P. 9
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Click on “Local News” at

Now don’t throw rocks a t me
for ment ion ing “ tha t” word , bu t
lad ies and gent lemen, Chr is tmas
i s jus t a round the corner. In ad-
d i t ion to your regu la r hec t i c
da i ly chores , you are now faced
wi th Chr i s tmas g i f t shopp ing ,
pu rchas ing and addres s ing
Chr i s tmas ca rds o r wr i t i ng tha t
annua l Chr i s tmas le t t e r, no t to
men t ion ge t t ing ou t the Chr i s t -
mas t r ee o r the decora t ions to
make sure every th ing is in work-
ing order. In addi t ion to a l l th i s ,
you have your ca ree r and the
household chores to th ink about .
You are look ing fo r as many
shor t cu ts as you can f ind .

My nephew Cra ig (one of
Randy’s younger brothers) cal led
me the o the r n igh t and dur ing
our conversa t ion , he asked me if
I had eve r used the mic rowave-
ab le r i ce packe t s . No , I had
heard about them, bu t s ince I ’m
rea l ly no t tha t fond of r i ce (a l -
though I do
love r i ce pud-
d ing ) I hadn’t
looked in to
them. I f I ’m
going to have a
s t a rch , I ’d
ra the r mi -
c rowave a po-
t a to o r bo i l
some pas t a . So
ton igh t I wen t
on to the web-
s i t e o f a we l l
know rice com-
pany and read
abou t the i r mi -
c rowave r i ce .
Wow, i f they
a re as good as
they look wha t a shor t cu t fo r
d inne r. The re a re 16 d i ff e ren t
f l avor s , a l l t he way f rom Or ig i -
na l (p la in) to Red Beans & Rice .
And I love the way i t i s cooked:
jus t squeeze the pouch to sepa -
ra te the r ice , tear the top to vent
and hea t on high for 90 seconds .
You have cooked r i ce wi th no
clean up. No st icky pan to c lean
or a messy s tove in case your
r i ce bo i l s ove r. Thanks Cra ig ,
I ’m put t ing the r ice on my shop-
ping l i s t and wi l l le t you know.

In the midd le o f your hec t i c
schedule , you suddenly discover
you have company coming fo r
d inne r tomor row even ing and
you need someth ing qu ick fo r a
desser t . How about an ice cream
pie? This one the kids can rea l ly
he lp . There are only a few ingre-
d ien t s and i f you don’t have a
readymade graham cracker crus t
in the f reezer, the only baking is
the crus t .

Ice Cream Pie
Crust ( I f you have to make

one)
18 graham crackers ( the large

four-par t c rackers )
1 /3 C But te r – mel ted
Fi l l ing
2 pin ts vani l l a ice cream (or

f lavor of your choice)
¼ C f ine ly chopped pecans

p lus ex t r a fo r
serv ing

4 peanu t
bu t t e r cups ,
r o u g h l y
chopped

2 la rge
c h o c o l a t e - c o v -
e red peanu t
bu t t e r c runch
candy bar s
( such as But -
t e r f i n g e r )
r o u g h l y
chopped.

For the
crus t : Crush
the graham
cracke r s in e i -
the r a food

processor or a zipper plas t ic bag.
Pour in to bowl and add mel t ed
but te r. Mix wi th a fork and pour
in to a p ie pan , p res s ing the
c rumbs on bo t tom and s ides o f
pan . Bake in a prehea ted 350
oven un t i l go lden , abou t 5 min-
u te s . Se t a s ide to coo l com-
ple te ly.

For the f i l l i ng : Take the ice
c ream out o f the f reeze r fo r a
t ime before s ta r t ing mixing so i t

by Jean Briner

Quick Lifesavers

In the middle of your hec-
t i c schedu le , you sudden ly
d i scover you have company
coming for dinner tomorrow
evening and you need some-
th ing quick for a desser t .
How about an ice cream pie?
This one the kids can real ly
he lp . There are on ly a few
ingredients and i f you don’t
have a readymade graham
cracker crust in the freezer,
the only baking is the crust .

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

10/13

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

WANTED • WANTED
Do you need some extra

cash? We are looking for the
following items:

-- FAIR PRICES PAID --

SADDLES
BRIDLES

HEADSTALLS
SHOW HALTERS

BITS
SHOW TACK
ALL OTHER

HORSE TACK
OLD HORSE BOOKS

TACK RACKS
HORSE STATUES

ALSO:
WESTERN BELT

BUCKLES10
/1
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SPURS
AMERICAN INDIAN ITEMS

TURQUOISE
JEWELRY

STERLING SILVER
JEWELRY

COSTUME JEWELRY –
ALL KINDS

POCKET WATCHES
THIMBLES

STERLING SPOONS –
FORKS – PLATES, ETC.

If you have anything for
sale call:

264-7980
We live in the Ranchos

and can come to your place or
meet you.

THANK YOU

10/13

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

come meet friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Mansel Trimble is the pastor at Golden Valley
Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.

Please see RECIPE on P. 9
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FREE!
(a $45 VALUE)

15 POINT SAFETY INSPECTION

Get your car checked before
the holidays start.

(with this coupon only • EXP. 11-30-13)

Lawrence Tire and Service • 224-7414
4764 N. Blackstone, Fresno

10/13

10/13
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from using the same ride at the same time.
This process is also cheaper than a taxi and
safer than walking on busy streets, many
without sidewalks. It is more expensive
than the public transit system in many
cases, but depending on the area and dis-
tance it is still reasonable. In addition, if it
can be managed, using a single ride share
for multiple students can save additional
money.

Of course, there is the added risk of a
stranger taking a child to school. But just
recently, the California Public Utilities
Commission decreed that these companies
that provide ride sharing would have to ad-

here to certain rules and guidelines much
like taxi companies must follow, so they
will have to undergo background checks
similar to what is required of public transit
drivers. And I doubt very seriously that
most parents are on a first name basis with
their local public bus drivers.

Overall, I understand why the big yel-
low beasts have to go, and certainly ride
sharing isn’t feasible for everyone, but we
don’t want kids dropping out of school en
masse because getting there has become
too much of a burden. We have enough stu-
pid people already, many of whom are run-
ning our government.

We certainly don’t need a new gener-
ation.

can so f t en s l igh t ly. Pu t In l a rge
mix ing bowl and add the pecans
and chopped candy. Mix thor-
ough ly and pour in to the coo led
pie crus t . Cover wi th fo i l and put
in f reezer unt i l very hard .

Se rve wi th the rese rved
chopped pecans and i f des i r ed ,
dr izz le wi th chocola te or caramel
sauce .

And how abou t cook ies tha t
take abso lu te ly no mixing and no
more than 10 minutes in the oven?
These fo r su re the k ids can he lp
you . Al l you need i s re f r ige ra t ed
cook ie dough and min ia tu re
chocola te candies . What a var ie ty
you have . The cook ie dough
comes in eve ry th ing f rom sugar
cook ie to choco la t e , and eve ry -
th ing in -be tween . There ’s oa t -
mea l , choco la t e ch ip , peanu t
but te r – your choice .

And the cho ices in the min ia -
ture candies …

Right now jus t go to the candy
depar tment and the choice is non-
s top . In fac t , i f you though t you
might make these la te r, whi le the
candy is on sale you might want to
s tock up on your choices now.

Quick Candy Cookies
Refr igera ted Cookie Dough
Minia ture Chocola te Candies
Prehea t oven to 350
Unwrap abou t 24 cand ies and

se t as ide .
S l i ce the cook ie dough in to 1

to 1 ½ in s l i ces (abou t 6 s l i ces ) .
Lay the s l i ces f l a t and cu t in to
qua r t e r s . P lace each quar t e r in
greased mini -muff in t in . Bake the
cook ie dough in prehea ted oven
for jus t a few minutes , about 6 to
8 , then take them out of the oven

jus t as they s ta r t to turn golden .
As soon as you pu l l them out

of the oven , s ta r t l igh t ly press ing
one p iece of candy in to each
cook ie . The warmer the cook ies ,
the be t t e r. When you f in i sh pu t -
t i ng the candy on the cook ies ,
s tar t taking them from the pan and
put them on a cool ing rack .

A reade r ca l l ed the o the r day
and sa id af te r the dea th of her son
seve ra l yea r s ago someone sen t
the fami ly a casse ro le the fami ly
t ru ly en joyed . They l iked i t so
much she got the recipe and makes
i t of ten for her fami ly. She asked
me to share i t wi th our readers .

Family Casserole
1 lb . Hamburger
Sal t and pepper
Chopped onion
Chopped Gar l i c (a s much as

des i red)
1 Can French- s ty l e g reen

beans (dra ined)
1 Can Tomato Bisque soup
Ins t an t mashed po ta toes ( she

uses the Idaho brand)
Gra ted Cheese
Brown hamburger wi th on ion ,

ga r l i c , s a l t and pepper to t a s t e .
Pour in to bo t tom of casse ro le
d ish . Dra in and pour beans on top
of meat . Pour soup (do not d i lu te )
on top of beans . Mix pota toes ac-
co rd ing to box d i rec t ions and
cover ing red ien t s in casse ro le .
Top wi th g ra t ed cheese o f your
cho ice . Bake in a prehea ted 350
oven for about 20 minutes or unt i l
bubbly and cheese is mel ted .

Thank you fo r sha r ing your
recipe . I look forward to receiving
recipes f rom al l of you. Cal l me at
the o ff i ce a t 645-0634 , ema i l a t
ranchosnews@yahoo.com or fax at
645-4002.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 7

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
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The Bookshelf

By Kalani Torres

“Yes!” This is finally the answer I
can give to the question, “Do you have
Wi-Fi?” I have been asked this ques-
tion about a billion times over the last
year with the answer always being
“no,” but now it is on its way. To say
we are excited would be a huge under-
statement. Soon everybody will be able
to come and enjoy the FREE Wi-Fi so
warm up your laptops, tablets and
other Wi-Fi
devices. We
s e r i o u s l y
could not be
more excited.
Wi-Fi will be
a v a i l a b l e
during open
hours. Pa-
trons will be
welcome to
come in and
sit and work
(or play) on
their own de-
vices. We are excited; I mean this
makes us almost as cool as a coffee
shop. I know you are excited as well
but we don’t completely have it yet.
We are currently waiting for the instal-
lation process to begin. Once it’s up
and running we will let you, our adored
patrons, know.

Once again our preschool story
time has started up. We invite you to
join us. Storytime is led by the fantas-
tic Mrs. Maxfield. The storytime is
geared toward preschool age level but
older kids are welcomed. Storytime is
an hour filled with stories, crafts,
songs and snacks. It’s a great way to
help your child start getting ready for
school. Plus it’s just super fun. Come
out and join us every Thursday at 11
a.m.

Write this down: Nov. 9, 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. at Barnes and Noble, 7849 N.

Blackstone Ave. in Fresno. The Friends
of The Ranchos Library are hosting
their annual Bookfair. Come out and
support your library. Also, when you
present them with our special book-
mark/code (which are available here at
the library) while purchasing some-
thing, we will get a percentage of the
sales. This is a great way to support
our library and get some holiday shop-
ping done. Hope you can join us.

Also don’t forget our book sale
room is open
all year
around. So
many people
ask when our
next book
sale will be.
Well that
would be
right now. We
have slightly
used books
for sale at the
library during
our regular

business hours. All the sales go to our
Friends Group to support our library.
Next time you are thinking “I need a
book,” come in and check us out.

Don’t forget we have the overnight
book drop at the end of the driveway
on Maywood and you can always call
the library with any kind of questions
you might have.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12

645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

10/13 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.net
559-645-5320

10/13

10/13

Save the Da
te!

Sat. Oct. 26 •
10 am - Noon

$6 Rabies • Ot
hers Avail. 

LOW-COST S
HOT CLINIC

37221 Ave. 12 #1C

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING  

GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING  

•
G
R
O
O
M
IN
G
 •
G
R
O
O
M
IN
G
 ••

G
R
O
O
M
IN
G
 •
G
R
O
O
M
IN
G
 •

call 664455--PPEETTSS
to make your grooming
appointments now

in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos
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Central Valley. He has owned property in
Madera County since the mid-70s and has
been a full-time resident since 1999. 

Krause majored in Enology at CSUF,
is a founding director and past president of
the Madera Vintners Association and cur-
rently serves as a director and past presi-
dent of the Yosemite Sierra Visitors Bureau

which represents all of Madera County.
“Tourism is second only to agriculture

in generating revenue for our county and
we are fortunate to have always shown
growth in both of these sectors, even when
the economy otherwise takes a dip,”
Krause said.

Krause and his wife, Tammy, own and
operate Westbrook Wine Farm Vineyard
and Winery in O’Neals.

KRAUSE cont from P. 3

Wi-Fi, Bookfair Latest Library News
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Halloween
Party!

Thursday, Oct. 31

37275 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos • 395-4873
21 & Over ONLY! • No Cover Charge 10

/1
3

KARAOKE
Friday, Oct. 25 - 8 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Friday, Nov. 1 - 8 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Friday, Oct. 25 - 8 p.m. - 1 a.m.

LIVE MUSIC
Saturday, Oct. 26 - 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Dynamic Edge

Saturday, Nov. 2 - 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
51 Aces

Fri-Sat, Nov. 8 & 9
9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Rocky Rock

Live Music with Rocky Rock
6 p.m. to Midnight • Costume Contest • Prizes!

For more info:
www.theranchos.com/

christisplace

Low Cost Rabies
Vaccination Clinic
Sat., Oct. 26 • 10 a.m - Noon

Dog Gone Cute Store
37221 Ave. 12 #1C
Madera Ranchos

For INFO call
559-673-0298 or 559-232-3191

Rabies $6 • DA2PPV (Parvo/Distemper) $12 • DA2PPV+C
(Parvo/Distemper/Coronavirus) $20 • Bordetella
(Kennel Cough) $10 • Puppy Package: Includes
DA2PPV+C,BordetellaandRoundwormDeworming

$32 • Dog Package: Includes Rabies,
DA2PPV+C and Bordetella
$27•CatPackage: Includes
Rabies, FVRCP and Feline

Leukemia $25

All pets must be on a leash or in a carrier.

9/
13

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Besides the fear factor (I won’t be able to
find my papers if I file them), there are two
other major contributors to boxes and bags of
paper – neither of them being the lack of a file
cabinet. The file cabinet is often practically
empty or completely full of old stuff. The
empty file cabinet is due to the lack of know-
ing which files to create. The full one is sim-
ply in need of a good purge. Both, however,
create boxes and bags or stacks and stacks of
paper piles.

Last issue we discussed how to manage
your “Active” papers so they have a home
until you’re finished with them. Today’s ad-
vice is focused on your long-term or perma-
nent paper files.

If you’re starting with a full file cabinet,
the first step is to purge. Feel free to call or
email for a fact sheet on “How Long Do I Re-
ally Need to Keep This?” Since we only refer
back to 20 percent of what we save, be ruth-
less with your reference-type material. Be-
sides, with the Internet we’re seconds away
from the most up-to-date information.

Rather than one long stream ofA-Z fold-
ers, I recommend breaking down your files
into categories. Consider placing a tab that
identifies the category on the right side of
your hanging folders and using the left side
for tabs that name the individual folders. Col-
ored folders are a little more complicated, but
can also be used to identify specific cate-
gories.

Here’s a sampling of home office cate-
gories:

Tax Documents – W2s, deductions,
bank statements, etc.

Paid Bills (non-tax related) – service
provider statements, credit card statements,
petty receipts, etc.

Permanent Records – Auto Records,
Birth Certificates, Home Records, Medical
Records, Pet Records, Warranties/Manuals,
Education Records, etc.

Insurance – Auto, Health, Home, Life,
etc.

Resources – Gardening, Health/Fitness,
Travel, other hobbies, etc.

Afraid to File? Part II

The simplest way to file non-tax related
paid bills is in monthly folders, so that as you
pay a stack of bills, you file them all together
in the month you pay them. Since they’re not
tax related there’s no need to keep them once
you’ve received verification that they re-
ceived your last payment, but this gives you
a way to save them for that year. If you pre-
fer to save them longer, you can bundle them
in a large envelope, date it, and re-use your
January – December folders for the next year.
I wouldn’t recommend keeping them beyond
an extra year, unless you have special cir-
cumstances that would require it.

For most income related documents (pay
stubs, monthly/quarterly statements) once
you receive the yearend statements and your
W2, you can shred the rest. Always refer to
your accountant and/or attorney for the final
say on tax and legal paper retention.

Once you’ve created folders for all the
papers that need to be kept, place them al-
phabetically within the category and then al-
phabetize the categories.

The only thing left is a plan to file! I use
a wire basket to collect my filing and when
it’s full, that’s my cue to file. You might want
to schedule a little time each week, or month
to do it. One way or another — make a plan
so you’ll never have to look at stacks and
stacks again.

You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questionsansweredatOrganizedbyChoice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA93729, or you can email
her at info@organizedby choice.com, visit her
websitewww.organizedbychoice.comorshecan
be reached by phone at 559-871-3314.

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634
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New Chamber Board
Pres.: Verlin Dill - VDI Services

V.P.: Don Foster - Creative Catering
Sec.: Audrey Stock

Treas.: Virginia Vick
Past Pres.: Ollia Ridge

Board Members: 3-Year: Randy Bailey - Ranchos Independent; Lisa Haney -
Haney Chiropractic; 2-Year: Cindy Ceja - Vulcan Materials; Paula Stuart - Now
& Again Thrift & Gift Shop; 1-Year: Leann Fursman - Skin Elegance; Javier
Felix - Madera Ranchos Barbershop

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you
at our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month

at 6:30 p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

After a 5-year wait, the
Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce is producing
a NEW Community
Guidebook. If you would
like to be included in this
invaluable resource that
will be mailed to every
Ranchos address, or if
you would like more
information, contact
Stephanie Reeves at
559-287-0781 or call
the Chamber at 645-4001.

9/
13

TThhee  NNEEWW
CCoommmmuunniittyy  GGuuiiddee  
ffoorr  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss

iiss  ccoommiinngg!!

37167Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos 645-4001 
ChemDry of Madera

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome
the newest member to the Madera Ranchos business family

New Member

The Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce

is selling world-famous See’s Candy for the holidays. If you give this
wonderful chocolate as a gift, why drive to Fresno? Call 645-4001 for info.

See’s Candy for the Holidays

Everyone

is Welcome!
Chamber Mixer

Wednesday, Nov. 6 • 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Madera County District Attorney,
Michael Keitz
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By Verlaine Elinburg

An anniversary is a specific time that
commemorates or celebrates a past event. The
seniors of Rolling Hills, Madera Ranchos and
Bonadelle Ranchos came together to form an
organization known as The Ranchos/Hills
Seniors with their first meeting in January of
1989. Their goal was to provide a better qual-
ity of life for the seniors of the Ranchos area.
The Ranchos/Hills Seniors will be celebrat-
ing their 25th Anniversary in January, 2014.
An open house is planned for this event with
most of our original members that organized
and launched the Senior Center. The event
will share what this “seed” of quality of life
that is the Senior Center has blossomed into.
The founding members, present members and
the public will be invited to see what a major
asset the Senior Center has become to the
Madera Ranchos community.

A Member Story
This is a short personal story by one of

our members, Barbara Menton. Barbara
joined the Ranchos/Hills Seniors a couple of
years ago to improve both her physical and
mental skills. It has been a long road back
from an illness that robbed her of everyday

functions. This is one of her exercises to im-
prove her skills.

“I became officially ‘over the hill’at the
age of 75, but I tried very hard to continue my
outings and enjoy my walks in the forest. It
was a good day when I could take a leisurely
walk in the woods with my dog and take in the
pleasure of the open air and nature. One day,
while walking on the edge of the forest, I fell
and rolled down a hill about 40 feet. I was in
an area where the road was seldom used and
had very little traffic and my cries for help
were not heard. My little dog Barry, a York-
shire terrier, proved to be my hero. He ran
down the hill to where I had landed and then
back up the hill onto the road. He proceeded
to run up and down the road until he attracted
a lone hiker and led the hiker on a search
down the hill until I was found. The hiker then
called the fire department and I was rescued
to safety. I was not hurt but stranded and un-
able to climb the hill. My little dog, who is
usually not friendly to strangers, was aware
that the hiker was helping me. Like all dogs do
to show their gratitude, Barry licked the
hiker’s hand, his way of saying, ‘thank you.’
Barry, my dog, saved my life. If he had not
gone for help I would have remained stranded
in the woods all night and would have possi-

bly perished in the huge rain storm that lasted
all night. My dog was especially dear to me
after that ordeal.”

Kiwanis Harvest Festival
Many of the Seniors attended the Kiwa-

nis Harvest Festival and entered the scarecrow
contest. Nancy Palozzo, one of our talented
seniors, placed second in the contest.
Presently she is holding a class at the Senior
Center on how to make a shawl.

Upcoming events for
the Holiday Season

Thanksgiving Dinner will be on Nov. 21
at 6 p.m. As usual we will have our pot luck
and the Senior Center will furnish the birds
and George will be making his delicious
gravy.

Planning ahead for our Christmas Bou-
tique, which is held the three Saturdays prior
to Christmas, you can begin making your do-
nated craft items, knitting and bake items for
sale. The Christmas/New Officers’ Installa-
tion Dinner is being catered and is on Dec. 9
at 6 p.m.

Ongoing Center Events
The Department of Health comes periodi-

cally to the Center for free checkups.The health
screenings are for 50 and above. For referrals to
medical providers and community services, the

contact number is 675-7893 to make an ap-
pointment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch program is
available Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m.
Asuggestedprice for60yearsandolder is$1.75.
Reservations are needed 24 hours in advance
prior to11a.m.soremember tocall Joannat645-
4864 and also notify the center if you need to
cancel or change your reservation.

Wehaveagrowingexerciseprogrambeing
held on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at
10 a.m.You may attend all three days or just one
or two of them.

On Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. are a variety of
card games to be enjoyed and at the same time
on Wednesdays we have card bingo.

OnThursdays at 6 p.m. we have a great pot
luck with poker and other great card games and
you can come and join us for Movie Night on
one Friday of the month.

Check your newsletter for daily events and
get your copy of the newsletter at the Senior
Center, the Ranchos Market, Hurst Hardware
and several businesses alongAvenue 12.

The Farmers Market at the Center still
needs volunteers, jams and jellies are still
available and The Boutique also has many
new, handy and “on the spot” needed gift
items.

25th Anniversary of Ranchos/Hills Seniors Coming January 2014
Senior Report

10
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

10/13

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training,and reimbursement to our fos-
ter families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

(559) 222-5437

Foster Parents Needed

www.transitionschildrensservices.org 10
/1

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

10
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Unfiled Tax Returns • Delinquent Tax Payments • Installment Agreements
Levy Releases • Tax Liens • Offers in Compromise • Penalty Abatements

Audit Assessments • Local • Retired from IRS After 33 Years
“I now work independently as a sole proprietor professionally representing individuals who have

collection issues with the Internal Revenue Service and/or the Franchise Tax Board. I would like the op-
portunity to represent you and protect your rights as a taxpayer regarding your IRS issues.”

10
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$10 OFF

559-908-9332

all services!

Is YOUR Chimney Safe?

Chimneys • Inserts • Wood Burning Stoves
Pellet Stoves • Minor Masonry Repairs

Dryer Vents

THINK SAFETY
BURN SAFELY

26 years experience

Paul the
Chimney Sweep

Guy
call today!
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Where’s My Water
Fee Going?

Where does your water fee go and
how is it used?

Simple: Development and mainte-
nance of your water.

Let's talk about water usage. During
July, 2013 the Madera Ranchos Water Dis-
trict (MD10) pumped 62 million gallons of
water from the ground and during August,
2013 the district recorded 53 million gal-
lons. Let’s figure if each house had four
people and there were 1,000 homes the
breakdown of that water usage would be
approximately 500 gallons per person each
day. If we could cut just 10 percent, which
would be 50 gallons per person times four,
or 200 gallons each day, we could save 6
million gallons of water each month.
Throughout the year that would equal 72
million gallons saved. That is more water
than the Madera Ranchos used during the
month of July alone. If everyone, includ-
ing those of us who have our own wells,
did the same, who knows what the savings
would be. We all need to be part of the so-
lution and not part of the problem when it
comes to conserving. Water is not some-
thing we can make and what we have in
the world now is all that we have.

I just came back from a Planning
Commission conference where we had
some of the top people in the state giving
the findings of studies on water, namely
that we have no more water. The rain and

snow is Mother Earth’s recycling of our
water supply. San Francisco has cut their
water consumption down to less than 100
gallons per person per day. How do we cut
consumption? Shorter showers, low-flow
toilets and faucets, low-water-use clothes
washers, drought-tolerant plants, rock
landscapes, and less grass or artificial
grass. These are just a few personal things
we can do, some of which are now regu-
lated by state codes. Irrigation watering
times and day schedules need to be ob-
served but are much harder to control.
Here in the Ranchos most of our ground
will only absorb about 12 minutes of wa-
tering before it runs off and that’s with 3-
gallon-per-minute sprinkler head output.

On Sept. 29, there was a good article
in the Fresno Bee about the after effects of
the Rim Fire entitled “Better Forest Man-
agement Sought After Fire.” It's too bad it
takes a catastrophic event to get people to
see what's ahead. It's the same with our
water usage as the water table is dropping
and we keep drilling deeper to get more
water out of the ground. Let's cut back on
our usage, but it will take all of us to make
it work. Recycling and reclaiming are
costly but less consumption is not.
Recharging underground storage is the
most cost-effective way to save our water.

The Association of California Water
Agencies’ website, www.acwa.com, is a
good website to read studies and reports
that provide great information as to why
we should plan. Building a good founda-
tion will only make our structure that
much stronger. There is no time to waste
since the blueprint was drawn in 2005,
eight years ago. It's time to act and be part
of the solution and not part of the problem.

Tom Hurst, owner of Hurst Hardware
and a resident of the Madera Ranchos, is
the Planning Commissioner for District
One which serves the Madera Ranchos.
He was appointed by District One Super-
visor, Manuel Nevarez.

By Mike Bailey

I have to be honest. Over the last cou-
ple of months I have struggled with a big
case of “Who am I?”

I knew all the sayings. Like, “If you
have a couple days, you can help.” Or,
“Share your message … you never know
who is listening.” “Experience, strength and
hope. You have to give it away to keep it.”
There are these and many others. I don’t
know, I guess we are at times our worst crit-

ics. I’m just a guy trying to get by in life
without drinking.

What is the big deal? Have I come so
far that I just do not think it is something to
be proud of or celebrated? If someone says,
“I have never been to prison,” wouldn’t you
reply, “Well, you’re not supposed to go to
prison.” I guess I just feel like I am just a lit-
tle piece of this big and vast universe. Am I
really worthy to spread the Lord’s good

Progress not Perfection

Being Worthy is Not Our Decision

See PROGRESS on P. 16
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

10
/1

3

www.theRanchos.com

In Memoriam

Matthew Preston Yandell
February 7, 1972 - October 31, 2012

As the one year anniversary of Matt's going home to heaven approaches, we would
like to thank everyone in the Ranchos Community for everything that you've done for
our family in the past three years, with this last year being extremely difficult. What
you all have done for our family during this time, from the food, gifts, financial gifts,
true compassion, genuine friendships, love, support, thoughts and prayers, will forever
remain in our hearts. Matt loved his family, friends and community with all of his
heart. But for all that knew him, baseball was his passion. He took great pride in
coaching the young men in this community. His mission was not only to teach them
the game of baseball, but to teach them to respect themselves, each other and the game.
And we believe he was successful in doing that. It is a true blessing to be a part of

such a wonderful, caring and supportive community.

Again, thank you and God bless each and every one of you.

The Yandell Family
Jennifer, Anthony, Alexis, Destiny, Megan, Abel, McKenna and Maddison

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!
Tina Shannon

Independent Product Consultant

645-4948 or 430-7131 www.mydoterra.com/tinashannoncall

10/13

$5 OFF ANY OIL
with THIS COUPON

COLD & FLU SEASON
IS NOW UPON US!

Everyone should be
taking one to two

On Guard Beadlets
per day to boost

your immune system
during this time of the year.

EXP. 11-31-13

Interested in a
Community Welcome
sign for the Ranchos?
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For more information contact
welcometotheranchos@gmail.com

and watch for next month’s
Ranchos Independent
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vere fuel disruptions? A reason the agency fre-
quently offers is the need to comply withAB32,
California’s GlobalWarming SolutionsAct. But
a main provision of AB32 is that regulations
adopted to achieve the law’s goals must be as
cost-effective and technologically feasible as
possible. The LCFS is neither.

It will also do little to nothing to reduce
global warming since California accounts for
only a minuscule percentage of the world’s car-
bon emissions.We’re more likely to actually in-
crease those emissions by importing biofuels
and LCFS-compliant feedstocks from other
states and countries.

TheAir Resources Board has been respon-
sible for some real progress in cleaning up Cal-
ifornia’s air quality over the years and is
rightfully focused on initiating programs that
will result in even more improvements. But with
technology and the basic rules of supply and de-
mand working against it, the agency should not

let past successes fool it into believing it can
make the LCFS work by sheer force of will.The
economies and safety of California communi-
ties should not be placed at risk in pursuit of
CARB’s costly, doomed LCFS experiment.

Madera Chapter meetings are held on the
third Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at VFW
Hall, 2026 Granada Drive in Madera. Meeting
dates can be confirmed on our Central Valley
Tea Party website at www.centralvalleytea-
party.com for scheduled speakers and their top-
ics of discussion.

For comments or questions contact
Madera Ranchos Tea Party Coordinator John
Smedley by e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net
or call him at 559-645-7031.You may also con-
tact Madera Tea Party Coordinator Rick
Farinelli by e-mail at richardfarinelli@
sbcglobal.net or call him at 559-706-5386.

RickFarinelli is theMaderaCountyDistrict
3 Supervisor.

TEA cont. from P. 4
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ByPerryWatkins

“Kiwanis international is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the
world one child one community at a time.”

What a great place to live. I absolutely love our community. This really hit home
when we had a recent event. The Inaugural Madera Ranchos Harvest Festival. What
was so great about it was what we didn’t see. A friend who is a people watcher noticed
this and commented about it.

“You know I’ve been watching and noticed what is really not going on here,” she
said. “I’ve been to plenty of festivals, fairs, and the like, but something that stands out
to me here is what I am not seeing that I’ve seen over and over at other places. Chil-
dren aren’t running amok. They listen to their parents. I have not seen one parent
yelling at their kids or struggling to get them to behave. People are genuinely kind and
polite and even the few who were a bit frustrated over this or that quickly talk about
it and get things smoothed out. There are no tantrums, crying, or misbehaviors to be
seen. This is maybe the nicest most polite crowd I’ve seen.”

I para-
phrased quite
a lot, but that
was the gist
of the conver-
sation and as I
watched the
crowd it stood
out more and
more to me
that this is ex-
actly why I
love living
here. Folks
are just really
terrific. Chil-
dren gener-

ally listen to their parents without a lot of telling and drama. That’s just the Ranchos.
Believe me, I have lived in other communities where parents don’t even know where
their kids are let alone what they are doing. It is like a microcosm of this community
in general. Not to live completely in fantasy land. We do have our share of issues. We
are not without crime and there have been periodic crime sprees in which the culprits
are usually found and the nefarious activities are ended.

I am saying though that in general the folks really support the good things in our
neighborhoods and spend a great amount of time promoting sports and a great many
other activities for our young folks and all in all there is probably no other place I
would like to live right now. I greatly appreciate the community support for events like
this. Events that return even more good to our schools, children and the community
in general. We really appreciate our Bonadelle Ranchos, Rolling Hills and all of the
surrounding folks who make our community great. It’s your support of events in our
community that eventually benefits us all. Your support of Kiwanis supports schools,
kids clubs, fire stations, Children’s’ Hos-
pital of Central California and much
more.

Congratulations to all the winners in
the Car Show, the Chili Cook off, the
Scarecrow contest and all the rest. Thank
you for your support. Mr. Randy Bailey
you will need to try for first place next
year, though second place isn’t too bad.
Folks loved your chili. Thank you scouts,
Valley Teen Ranch and everyone who
made this first year event successful. You
are awesome.

The Ranchos: Amazing Community
Kiwanis Korner

news?
To answer the question about coming

so far in the last paragraph: I have not gone
very far at all. You see, just when you think
that where you have been and what you
have done is not at all any longer viable, the
Lord reminds you just how important you
are. I had the wonderful experience of
watching my best friend be baptized. Now,
to most of you, you will not know what a
miracle and blessing this really was. But, to
me and others who know him it was a very
huge reminder of just how patient and faith-
ful our Lord and Savior is. True peace and
freedom can only come when you realize
that you are not in this alone. Psalms 9 says,
”The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed.”
Psalms 18 says, “The lord is my rock, in
whom I take refuge.” Psalms 46 says, “God
is our refuge and our strength.” Psalms 91
says, “He is my refuge and my fortress.”
Nahum 1 says, “… a refuge in times of trou-
ble.”

My point is that when you truly “get it,”
and understand that no matter what prob-
lems or pains this life gives you, you go to
Him and He will be there calming the waters
and seeing that you grow from this and be-
come a better person; a person that can glo-
rify Him to others with our stories of
recovery, growth and experiences.

I am not to judge or decide whether I
am worthy. My experiences have made me
and many others like me an example of how
His grace and love can turn a life around.
We are walking miracles, proof that a living

God can change anyone or anybody. We
have to remember that we are all made for
more. We cannot be afraid to move. We
have to constantly keep trying not to let our
insecurities alter our thinking or ourselves.
We lead with grace and hope, always know-
ing that He is faithful forever.

The band Mercy Me has a song that
asks, “Could my circumstances ever change
who I forever am in you?” “How can I
praise you with all that I’ve gone through?”
Meaning, when things are tough do I blame
God or do I get closer to Him? Why would
I turn my back on Him? He is my only shel-
ter from the storm. He is my refuge and my
strength. If my pain can glorify you and that
is what it takes to get me on my knees to be
closer to you, then, “Jesus, bring the rain.”

Remember, there will be times of pain
and sorrow for everyone, but you do have a
choice. You can do it alone, or run to Him
and know that someday it will glorify Him.
He is so much greater than your pain.

And yes … we are all worthy.
If you want to walk on water, you have

to get out of the boat.
Until next time (I promise I won’t make

it so long),
Mike B.

PROGRESS cont. from P. 14
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Board Members:

President: Marie Cameron
President Elect: Perry Watkins
Secretary: Virginia Vick
Treasurer: Perry Watkins
Past President: John Glueck

Board of Directors:
Debbie Farr, Mary Ann Parks, Mona
Diaz, John Herrera and Ollia Ridge.

year’s prize of 250 gallons!” Tony Colorado
said. “My wife and I are so glad to do busi-
ness with Valley Propane.” For the Col-
orados, generosity is an important part of
living in the Madera Ranchos. While they
were excited about the free gas, they also
saw this as an opportunity to give back to
the local community. “I believe in helping
others in a time of need” said Tony Col-
orado.

The donation of propane is something
that Valley Propane has done for several
years, Guthrie explained. It’s part of what
they do to show appreciation for their Ran-
chos customers. “We donate this in the
hopes that it goes to a person in need and to
give back to our loyal customers,” he said.
“Seeing what Mr. and Mrs. Colorado did
brings humanity into these trying economic
times.”

Showing support for the local commu-
nity is an important part of Valley Propane’s
identity. Originally started in 1995, Valley
Propane has now been serving local resi-
dents in the Ranchos for over three years

and is owned and operated by the Guthrie
family. “We are the only locally owned and
family operated propane business in the
Ranchos,” Guthrie said.

Guthrie said that the recipients of Tony
and Ana Colorado’s generosity will be noti-
fied later this week and that he will person-
ally deliver the news to the local Ranchos
family who will be receiving the donated
gas.

“This is an amazing story of someone
in the Ranchos helping someone else in the
Ranchos,” said a local resident who asked
not to be identified. “At a time when costs
are rising and incomes are falling all over
the country, Ranchos people are still finding
ways to show other Ranchos people that we
are more than a spot on the map – we are a
community.”

With the weather getting colder every
day, and peak energy season just around the
corner, such a gesture is truly astonishing.
The Colorados could have chosen to receive
the extra propane later in the year as they
needed it, Guthrie said. Because of their
generosity a Ranchos family’s home will be
a little warmer this year.

PROPANE cont. from P. 2
Page 16



Page 17

www.The Ranchos.com

A
N
S
W
E
R
S

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent!

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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Click on “Local News” at
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A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r -
i n g , r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s .
F a s t s e r v i c e . N E W A D -
D R E S S & P H O N E N U M -
B E R : 3 6 0 2 7 R u t h A v e . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C h i l d C a r e

C h i l d C a r e - S u s a n R y a n
D a y C a r e . N e w b o r n t o 5
y e a r s o l d . L i c e n s e d . C a l l
6 6 1 - 4 7 2 5 o r 7 0 6 - 0 4 2 4 .

C h i m n e y S w e e p

P a u l t h e C h i m n e y S w e e p
G u y - 2 7 y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e .
W o o d s t o v e i n s e r t s a n d f i r e -
p l a c e s . A l s o c l e a n d r y e r
v e n t s . R E M E M B E R T H I N K
S A F E T Y - B U R N S A F E L Y !
C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 9 3 3 2 .

Construct ion

New cons truc t ion , r emode l s ,
room addi t ions , barns and pat ios .
Cal l 559-970-4476 or 559-645-
4033.

Estate Sales

MacMi l lan Esta te Sa le - 36752
Berksh i re , Madera Ranchos . Oc t .
26 & 27. Open at 7 a.m. 645-7707.

Es ta te Sa le - Furn i tu re , P iano ,
App l i ances , Misc . Off i ce fu rn i-
ture , and odds and ends . Cal l Pat
at 559-285-1245.

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a re

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e
a n d U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s
i n m i n u t e s , n o t
h o u r s . " C a r p e t , u p h o l -
s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n i n g
a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e g a t e ,
s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V .
i n t e r i o r s . B B B a n d G o l d e n
V a l l e y C h a m b e r m e m b e r .
C a l l B r u c e t o d a y f o r a
f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 - 6 7 6 -
0 7 6 0 .

For Sale

V i n t a g e - R e t r o 1 9 5 0 s
O ’ K e e f e & M e r r i t t g a s
s t o v e . G r e a t r e s t o r a t i o n
p r o j e c t . A l l t h e r e . A c -
q u i r e d f r o m o r i g i n a l
o w n e r . C a l l 9 0 5 - 8 3 1 1 .

9 ' R e b c o P o o l T a b l e d e -
l i v e r e d f o r o n l y $ 1 , 1 9 5 .
i n c l u d e s c o v e r , b a l l s a n d
2 c u e s . O t h e r a c c e s -
s o r i e s a l s o a v a i l a b l e f o r
s a l e . C a l l P a t a t 5 5 9 -
2 8 5 - 1 2 4 5 .

R e f r i g e r a t o r -
W h i r l p o o l w h i t e - w i t h
i c e m a k e r . 2 0 c u . f t .
G o o d c o n d i t i o n . $ 3 0 0 .
C a l l 8 2 2 - 6 2 4 1

H o u s e c l e a n i n g

H o u s e c l e a n i n g - G e t r e a d y f o r
. . . a n y t h i n g ! G e t y o u r h o u s e ,
y a r d a n d w i n d o w s i n o r d e r .
G i v e u s a c a l l f o r a f r e e e s t i -
m a t e . C a l l L i n d a a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
0 3 0 8 o r S t a c i a t 5 5 9 - 4 5 8 - 3 2 4 8 .

H o u s e c l e a n i n g S e r v i c e - H a v e
y o u r h o u s e s p r i n g c l e a n e d a l l
year long . Exper i ence , Respons i -
b l e , H o n e s t . F a i r p r i c e s . C a l l
416-2585 .

L o s t & F o u n d

L o s t - D o u b l e B a b y
S t r o l l e r . O c t . 5 a t R a n -
c h o s M i d d l e S c h o o l . I f
y o u f o u n d i t , o r k n o w
w h e r e i t i s , p l e a s e c a l l
6 4 5 - 0 6 1 4 .

F o u n d - O r a n g e c a t n e a r
F r a n k l i n a n d R o a d 3 7 .
C a l l 6 4 5 - 1 8 6 6 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - G e r a l d
S c h e f f i n g & S o n P a i n t i n g . 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e . I n t e r i o r &
E x t e r i o r . L i c e n s e d , i n s u r e d a n d
b o n d e d . L i c # 3 1 3 0 7 0 . C a l l 6 7 4 -
2 3 2 0 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0
y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i -
c e n s e d . F r a n k K r a m e r E x -
t e r i o r s . L i c . # 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l
6 4 5 - 4 1 1 3 .

P. O . B o x e s

R a n c h o s P. O . B o x e s N O W
AVA I L A B L E - - a t R a n c h o s
B a r b e r S h o p . $ 1 0 p e r m o n t h .
C a l l 6 4 5 - 7 6 4 6 .

R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k U p

F R E E R E C Y C L A B L E S
P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C Y -
C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p o f a l l
r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s , i n -
c l u d i n g p a p e r , p l a s t i c s ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . I f y o u h a v e a n y q u e s -
t i o n s b e s u r e t o c a l l D i a n n a
a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 o r 6 4 5 - 1 0 4 8 .
F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n c h o s ’
S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y , s c h o o l s
a n d 4 H .

R e n t a l s

R o o m f o r r e n t i n h o m e
i n t h e R a n c h o s . C l o s e t o
s h o p p i n g . C a l l f o r d e -
t a i l s . 7 0 4 - 1 2 5 1 .

R e n t a l s W a n t e d

I n n e e d o f a r e n t a l i n
t h e M a d e r a R a n c h o s ,
B o n a d e l l e R a n c h o s o r
R o l l i n g H i l l s . L o o k i n g
f o r a M o t h e r - i n - l a w o r
s m a l l r e n t a l s e t u p .
P L E A S E ! L i b e r t y R a n -
c h o s S c h o o l D i s t r i c t i s a
P r i o r i t y ! C a l l 4 0 6 - 0 7 8 0 .

Tractor/Trenching Services

B O B C A T W O R K -
D R I L L I N G P O S T H O L E S
- T r e e s - T r e n c h i n g -
C l e a n U p . T R A C T O R
W O R K D i s c i n g - R o t o t i l l -
i n g - M o w i n g - S c r a p i n g -
S t u m p G r i n d i n g - R o l l - o f f
B i n s . C a l l J o h n a t 9 0 8 -
1 0 6 6 o r N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0
o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 1 1 .

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - H o u s e P a d s , l o t
l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s , t r e n c h i n g ,
c o n c r e t e w o r k a n d u n d e r g r o u n d
u t i l i t i e s i n s t a l l e d . C a l l 5 5 9 -
9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

Window Cleaning Services

M o s t w i n d o w s $ 5 i n s i d e / o u t .
S c r e e n , t r a c k a n d s i l l s i n -
c l u d e d . R e m o v e h a r d w a t e r
s t a i n o n h o m e w i n d o w s ,
s h o w e r d o o r s a n d c a r w i n -
d o w s . C o b w e b r e m o v a l a v a i l -
a b l e . F u l l y i n s u r e d . C a l l N i c k
a t 2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 . F r e e e s t i m a t e s .
S E N I O R D I S C O U N T !

C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4
The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
arecrazy cheap.
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 10/13

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 10/13

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info
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Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 10
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Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno
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LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

Interest rates are historically low, but
prices are edging up. Call me for more
information on your home’s current

value ... it could be the perfect time to sell.

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Your Ranchos Team
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Buyers are looking for
Ranchos homes. We can
help you sell FAST! CALL
OR TEXT US NOW FOR A

FREE PROPERTY ANALYSIS.

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

10/13

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

Ask about our
FREE

home
warranty
program.

We Have
Pre-

Approved
Buyers!

Call Today!
Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone

Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
maria@ossrealtor.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

Now & Again
Thrift & Gift Shop

3377118844    AAvvee..  1122    ##110044

664455--00001133

Come find your treasures

WWee  NNooww  CCaarrrryy
BBAALLLLOOOONNSS!!

(next to Pizza Factory)

Mon-Tue-Wed-Fri 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thu 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sat 9 a.m. - 3 p.m / Sun 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-718-9941
559-363-9348

or

• Over 10 Years
Experience

• MANY Ranchos
References
Available

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver
559-240-3556
559-517-0233

or

call
Specializing in Livestock NOW OPEN!

645-1318
36919 Ave. 12

10 am - 6 pm 
TUE-SAT

Click on “Local News” at 

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident
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Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Acolleague might offer to open a door for you professionally. But before
you walk through it, be sure this "favor" isn't attached to an obligation you might find difficult to discharge.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your creativity, your persistence and your reliability could lead
to a major career shift. Be sure to use that other Taurean trait, your practicality, when discussing what
the job offers.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A changing situation might require some adjustments you might
not have been prepared to make. However, flexibility in this matter could be the best course to follow
at this time.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You're in a period of fluctuating moods, which is not unusual for
the Moon Child. Your emotions stabilize by the 25th. Meanwhile, try to hold off making major
decisions until then.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) That keen sense of perception helps you hunt down those minute details
that others overlook. And, of course, your Leonine ego will accept the expected praise with good grace.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Be careful not to be confrontational when raising
a work-related issue. Better to make a request than a demand. And, of course, be prepared to back up
your case with facts.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Your ego might be hurt when a colleague turns
down your offer to help. But accept it as a rejection of your offer, not of you. A friend from the past
could re-emerge by week's end.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A flow of positive energy turns a work project you
didn't want to do into something you actually love doing. Now, take that attitude into your social,
intimate life -- and enjoy what follows.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Working hard to meet your professional
goals is fine. But don't neglect your private life, especially where it concerns your more cherished relationships.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) "Patience" remains the key word in dealing
with an emotionally sensitive situation involving a close friend or family member. Help comes your
way by week's end.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) With new information coming in, it's a good time to
rethink some of your goals without taking suggestions from others, no matter how well-meaning they might be.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Making progress on your project is relatively easy in the
early part of the week. A problem could arise midweek. But all goes swimmingly once it's resolved.

(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

Holding fast to your principles, no matter what,
inspires others to follow your example.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE 559-840-0519

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

www.The Ranchos.com

24-HOUR 
NOTARY

645-1212 or 761-3915

• Mobile Notary
• Loan Document

Signing

Lorian Huerta
Notary

One Stop Shop Realty - 37042 Ave. 12

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

559-233-5000

Facto
ry

&
Exten

ded

Warra
nty

Repair
s

RV Parts & Service • Mobile Repair
Insurance Estimates & Repairs

Madera, CA



Page 22

1. MEASUREMENTS: How long is a
stade, an early Greek measurement?
2. MOVIES: What movie featured the
Bing Crosby song "Swinging on a Star"?
3. AD SLOGANS: What car-rental
company's slogan was "We try harder"?
4. GAMES: In parcheesi, what number do
you have to roll to move a piece to its
starting position?
5. TELEVISION: What TV series showed
network television's first interracial kiss?
6. MEDICAL: What ancient food has been
traditionally used as an ointment for
wounds?
7. COMICS: What breed of dog is Charlie
Brown's Snoopy?
8. MUSIC: What was the name of the pop
band that had a 1990s hit with "Hold My
Hand"?
9. BIBLE: How old was David when he
became king of Israel?
10. LITERATURE: What was pseudonym
of author Karen Blixen?

1.About600feet,orthelengthofa
stadium

2."GoingMyWay"
3.AvisRentACar
4.Five
5."StarTrek"
6.Honey
7.Beagle
8.HootieandtheBlowfish
9.About30yearsold
10.IsakDinesen("OutofAfrica")

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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SSuuppeerr Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com



Serving Madera, Fresno &
Surrounding Communities

11-30-13 11-30-13

JOIN US
at the 11TH ANNUAL

GOLDEN VALLEY
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

Friday, March 7, 2014

The DANTE Club, Fresno

With every carpet cleaning with the
accompanying coupons, either Gold

Cleaning or Silver Cleaning, your
name will be entered into a drawing

for two seats at the ChemDry of
Madera table at the 11th Annual

Crab Feed, a $90 value.
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