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Landfill lawsuit results
in unexpected changes.
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By Christi McKinney

Madera County has filed a lawsuit for more than
$2.9 million dollars in damages alleging the county was
overcharged by Waste Connections, a Texas-based cor-
poration that purchased locally owned Madera Disposal
Systems 15 years ago.

The lawsuit seeks $2.9 million plus 10 percent in-
terest from Waste Connections which was operating as
Madera Disposal Systems, the company that had the con-
tract with Madera County to run the Fairmead Landfill
near Highway 99 and Avenue 15, and also handled the
County’s trash hauling services. Additionally, they were
responsible for running the Materials Recovery Facility
to handle recycling.

The money in question is tied to the county's Mate-
rials Recovery Facility at the Fairmead Landfill. Trash
is run through a conveyor at the Materials Recovery Fa-
cility and materials that are recyclable are plucked out
to sell to companies that make products with recycled
items. The suit alleges that Madera County overpaid the
company for more than four years because the company
withheld profits from the sale of recyclable materials.
The money owed to the county comes from $725,000 in
excess recycling revenues that Waste Connections re-
tained above their cost for operating the materials facil-
ity plus a 10 percent profit allowed under their contract.
That breaks down to $1.60 per month per customer or
$19.20 per year for Madera County residents over the

past four years. The county is limited to demanding four
years of overcharges under the law despite findings of
evidence that overcharges began well before that and that
other financial issues were found in other Waste Con-
nections operations, said Eric Fleming, County Admin-
istrative Officer. “The Materials Recycling Facility was
the only issue we could find a solid legal position on,” he
said.

In the Madera County Grand Jury’s 2010 – 2011
Final Report on the subject of Madera County Solid
Waste Management and Recycling, the Grand Jury re-
port said:

“The contract has been renewed and extended sev-
eral times without bid until the year 2017 resulting in a
no-bid, contractual relationship in excess of thirty-six
(36) years. The Board of Supervisors justified a single

consolidated provider of services as being in the best in-
terest of Madera County and used that argument to grant
contractor a no-bid contract. The Grand Jury could find
no objective evidence which would have supported such
a sweeping finding that this contractor was the only or
the best company to accomplish such a service. Clearly
many other companies could service consolidated oper-
ations. The argument that this contractor was a local was
no longer valid. The Grand Jury finds this history highly
suggestive of unacceptable ‘expediency’ at best and of
cronyism and a lack of due diligence in contracting for
the management of the landfill. The Grand Jury finds the
existing contracts continue the appearance of impropri-
ety. The Grand Jury finds that utilization of the competi-
tive bidding process will likely result in lower costs of
operations which can be passed on to County residents.
The Grand Jury finds that the landfill fees are signifi-
cantly higher than those of surrounding counties. The
Grand Jury finds that the landfill is not being operated as
a bale-fill landfill. Trash is dumped directly into the land-
fill and compacted there without baling because it saves
the contractor time and money. The contractor stated that
baling in the Materials Recovery Facility did not com-
pact the trash as well as compacting the trash at the land-
fill face. The Grand Jury finds that the contractor appears
to disregard contract intent and provisions by adopting
procedures that reduce the contractor’s costs to a mini-

MMaaddeerraa  CCoouunnttyy’’ss  TTrraasshh  PPrroobblleemmss  DDuummppeedd  oonn  RRaanncchhooss

Just another day at the Fairmead Landfill, until the County
figured out that everything was not quite as it seemed.

Please see TRASH on P. 23

By Christi McKinney

Effective Nov. 1, Madera County has
contracted with Red Rock Environmental
Services as the new waste disposal service
for Madera County residents. Although Red
Rock Environmental is a new name used
specifically for Madera County, the com-
pany does business
under the names In-
dustrial Waste and
Salvage and Caglia
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Services Inc. and
they are located in
Fresno. They cur-
rently provide dis-
posal services in Fresno and Clovis as well
as to a number of hospitals in the area. 

"The Caglia family is proud to have
been doing business in Madera and Fresno
County for many decades. Red Rock Envi-
ronmental is especially proud to now be
serving Madera County residents for their
waste and recycling needs,” said Richard
Caglia. Caglia and his wife Cheri recently
took it upon themselves to visit with some

Madera Ranchos residents at their homes
after residents had called expressing con-
cern about the change in service. The
Caglias wanted to reassure Ranchos resi-
dents that they were ready, willing and able
to service our needs. “I personally look for-
ward to meeting more of my new Madera
family as we integrate further into the com-

munity," Caglia
said.

Alan Davis,
General Manager of
Red Rock Environ-
mental said, “For
the time being we
are working to pro-
vide the same serv-

ices Madera County residents and
businesses are accustomed to and to make
the transition as smooth as possible. In the
long run there will be changes that will in-
clude providing residents bins that can be
picked up automatically by garbage trucks
and providing separate bins for recycling
and for biodegradable or green waste.”

Red Rock Environmental Named
County’s Waste Disposal Service

Please see RED ROCK on P. 23
Click on “Local News” at 

By Christi McKinney

Madera Sheriff John Anderson has issued an alert to all Valley residents about a
credit card skimming device that was used to commit identity theft at a Shell Station
on Avenue 12 in the Madera Ranchos. Unknown to the station someone attached a card

reader or “skimmer,” as they’re called,
on the pumps sometime on Aug. 30
then removed the skimmer on Sept. 10.
Use of the pumps was likely heavy be-
cause this included the Labor Day
weekend.

The skimming operation may have
victimized hundreds of gas station cus-
tomers in the Madera Ranchos. Erica
Stuart, spokeswoman for the Sheriff’s
office said, “Many victims of credit
card or debit card theft deal directly
with the credit card company to reverse
any unauthorized charges and never re-

port the crime to the Sheriff’s office, so the exact number is unknown.”
This scam has been a problem at other Shell Stations in the area. The identity theft

reportedly started a couple of months ago at a Tulare Shell station and then a Shell Sta-
tion in Fresno was hit, making the Madera Ranchos station third in line. This can hap-
pen at any gas station or any ATM
anywhere, however, despite rumors, owner

Credit Card “Skimmers” Found
At Madera Ranchos Shell Station

Held on with double-sided tape, the skimmer
looks like any other credit card machine, just usu-
ally not quite as sturdy.

Please see SKIMMER on P. 21
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$2 OFF
all prices exp. 11/15/12
except where noted and

are subject to change

Lamb & Rice 40 lb. bag

OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!

(All hay prices subject to change)

Sudan Grass .............. $10.99 per bale
Oat Hay (Var. Qualities) .. $10.99 per bale
Wheat Hay (Heavy) ...... $12.99 per bale
Alfalfa (No Quantity Limit) ............................................. $13.99 per bale

Timothy Hay (Oregon Top Quality) ....... $17.99 per bale
Orchard Grass (Oregon Top Quality) .... $18.99 per bale
Wheat Straw ................................... $5.99 per bale

10/12

Diamond
Dog FoodPELLETS or

CRUMBLE

All

3V Feed & Garden Supply is your premier supplier of Alfa-Alfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat Hay, Sudan

Grass, Straw and others!

FLY SPRAY &
FLY MASKS

$349 per ton

Premium Quality

$10 OFF
3rd bag when you buy 2 at regular price

when you buy a ton or more

Senior Horse Feed from MANNA PRO
TOP QUALITY MANNA SENIOR

GET 2% BACK ON ALL
PURCHASES INCLUDING HAY!

DON’T FORGET!
ACTIVATE YOUR

3V
REWARD CARD

ALFALFA
CUBES

BUY 3 GET 1 FREE

Horse Wormer

IVERMECTIN
25% OFF

16% PROTEIN LAYING

$21.99/80 lb. bag

ALL FENCING ON SALE
It’s FENCING time!

5”X8’ DOWELED TREATED ROUND POSTS

$10.99 EACH

FFA & 4H KIDS!

ALL SHOW FEED
10% OFF

Premium Quality

$275 per ton
WOOD STOVE PELLETS

We also sell heavy bales of alfalfa

FALL SALE IS ON!

20% OFF

All Plastic
Scoops, Buckets

and Pails
(and up)

All propane bottles welcome
$10 min. • RVs and Motorhomes
welcome • “Quality & Customer

Service is Our Motto”

www.The Ranchos.com

Get to Know the GVUSD Trustee Candidates for Area 5 (Sierra View)
STEVEN LEWIS AGE: 42
OCCUPATION: Businessman

I have been married to Lori for 21
years and we have four children, all at-
tending GVUSD schools. We made the
decision to move to the Ranchos 12 years
ago, seeking a community and school dis-
trict that would match our family values
and Christian faith.

My wife and I are active volunteers

MARK TOOLE AGE: 62
OCCUPATION: Farmer

I am running for reelection as a GVUSD
Trustee because I feel that I can provide ongo-
ing financial stability and continued curriculum
growth.

During the last four years which included
two years as board president, the football sta-
dium and science wing were completed at Lib-
erty High School, modernization was started at

Please see LEWIS on P. 21 Please see TOOLE on P. 21
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Click on “Local News” at

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2013. Delivery must be by August 31, 2013.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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By Sandy Forbes

America faces a major fork in the road.
Which path will citizens of the United States
choose our country to tread? Today more peo-
ple are seeing Obama as he truly is and how the
progressive mainstream media struggles to
cover up the facade. Most of us have always
known the tangled web of radically left, big-
government agendas Obama has woven, but he
would have never been able to proceed as far as
he did without the protection of the progressive
mainstream media. 

Obama’s threads are unraveling which re-
minds many of the Danish fairytale written by
Hans Christian Andersen, The Emperor's New
Clothes. During the first debate with Governor
Romney, Obama was uncomfortably un-
clothed, unveiling his narcissistic persona by
showing a face of contempt and irritation that
he had to attend. Add to this the VP debate with
Joe Biden laughing, smirking and constantly in-
terrupting Paul Ryan’s serious comments as a
disgrace to the office of Vice President. An ob-
vious distraction by Obama’s court jester hope-
lessly trying to hide Obama’s fallen mask of
deceit. This four-year period in our American
history is an embarrassment of ignorance as to
how such a man, who no one really knows,
could have ever been elected. 

When listening today to John F. Kennedy’s
speech at the end of 1962, which can be
watched at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aEdXrfIMdiU, President Kennedy
sounds like a modern day republican because
the current democrat party has certainly mor-
phed from what it was so many years ago. 

The crystal clear choice now for America’s
survival is the Romney/Ryan path toward the
Tea Party’s core values of free markets, fiscal
responsibility and constitutionally limited gov-
ernment. Voting is a privilege, not a duty, so
please be informed and VOTE! 

Forward!
By Don Jans

From the perspective of the progressives:
“Our motto is ‘Forward to the completion of the
Fundamental Transformation from Capitalism
to a fair and equitable classless society,’ as pro-
claimed by Obama in 2008. Our rule for re-elec-
tion: Distort, deceive and lie, but always do it
consistently and convincingly.

“The American people believe we want to
raise taxes on the wealthy to raise revenue to re-
duce the national debt. We tell them it is a fair
and balanced approach. We know this has never
worked. When taxes are lowered, revenues are
increased. This rule has never failed. That is why
JFK and others lowered the marginal tax rates.

“JFK, and others, had as their real goal to
raise revenues and stimulate the economy; this
is why they lowered the marginal tax rates. Our
goal is not what we lead the public to believe.
Our goal is to redistribute wealth and punish
those who strive to be financially successful. We
know nobody can be successful because of their
efforts. Individual financial success is achieved
because of the total efforts of the community.
The successful must be punished and the wealth
shared.

“The American public must also believe
that government stimulus brings long-term eco-
nomic growth, government regulations protect
the public and central planning is necessary for
a less volatile economy. We know government
stimulus is detrimental to long-term growth, this
has been proven every time it is tried. FDR’s
spending programs and Obama’s stimulus re-
inforces this unfailing economic truth. We must
remember, however, that the true goals of FDR
and Obama were not to stimulate an economy,
but to place more of the economy under gov-
ernment control and supervision. Both were
successful in achieving their real goals, which
the public must never understand.

“We also tell the American public that gov-
ernment regulations protect them. We know
these regulations are to control the economy and

A Crystal Clear Election Choice

MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES • FRAPPES
CAPPUCCINOS • ESEPRESSO • ICED COFFEE

SUPERIOR DAIRY • PANINI SANDWICHES
DONUTS • OATMEAL • BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE

Join the VIP B-Day Club for a
FREE COFFEE on your B-
Day and a chance to win
FREE COFFEE for a YEAR!
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CSPOT

87365
TO

TEXT• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

Please see CRYSTAL on P. 11
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By Randy Bailey

Every election year at about this time,
the talking heads come out and implore you
that this election is quite possibly the most
important election of your entire life. If
you’re a Republican, that election is usu-
ally when a Democrat is in office and if
you’re a Democrat it’s more than likely life
or death when a Republican holds the top
spot. This year the Republicans think it’s
important to de-throne President Obama,
although I’m pretty confident the anti-
George Bush crowd felt the same way
about George around this time.

Along with the importance of “this”
election versus “that” election, we also hear
a lot about “... just vote. Exercise your right
and just get out and vote.”

This is where we have to part com-
pany.

If you don’t know the issues, if you
don’t know the candidates, if the first time
you’ve seen the wordings for the proposi-
tions on your ballot is in the voting booth,
don’t vote.

If the depth of your understanding of a
candidate’s position is the 15-second sound
bite you heard as you drove over to your
polling place, don’t vote.

If all you know about a proposition is
what the better-funded organization fi-
nancing the campaign against the proposi-
tion wants you to know, don’t vote.

And here’s something that most peo-
ple don’t understand: When you’re in the

voting booth there is no requirement that
you have to vote for EVERYTHING on the
ballot. If there are 10 propositions on the
ballot and you’ve done your research and
nine of them are clear cut, black and white,
no-questions-asked decisions, but you can’t
wrap your mind around “Number 7,” guess
what? You don’t HAVE to vote for Num-
ber 7. It’s that concept that so infuriated me
during the 2000 election between George
Bush and Al Gore. Down in Florida, where
counting ballots is an acquired taste, much
like eating ‘gator, the people who were in-
tent on getting to the bottom of things in an
election that seemed to be not turning out
the way they had in mind took it upon
themselves to count “questionable” ballots.
One of the things that made a ballot “ques-
tionable” was if everything was punched
but one or two items. They then took it
upon themselves to try and discern the “in-
tent” of the voter. After all, if the voter had
voted “no” on everything else but left
Number 7 unmarked, OBVIOUSLY it was
just an oversight and the sloppy voter had
meant to vote “no” on Number 7 as well.

Stupid voter ...
But I digress. The point I’m making

here is that EVERY presidential election IS
an important election. I try to impress upon
people that even if you have a consummate,
do nothing, benign president who does lit-
tle more than play golf for four years, there
more than likely is one thing he or she will
do that truly is the gift that keeps on giving:
Supreme Court justices. We will have

Before You Vote ... Think

“Government
exists to

protect us
from each

other. Where
government

has gone
beyond its
limits is in

deciding to
protect us from

ourselves.”

Editorial

Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor until
they’re as old as Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

You don’t have to be psychic to know
the type of judge different candidates are
going to suggest, you simply have to know
the candidates. You get to know them by
reading about them, by listening to what
they say and what others are saying about
them; by looking at their records in other
positions they have held in the past and
then, and ONLY then, you make a reasoned
decision to support them with your vote. If
their past is murky, if, as Bill Clinton said,
“There’s no ‘there’ there,” then don’t vote
for them. But you can’t do all that 15 min-
utes before you drive over to vote on Tues-
day, November 6. Please, for the sake of the
country, if you can’t invest a minimum
amount of effort before you head out to do
your civic duty, don’t vote.
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I t s t r uck me as odd when I
saw the s ign in the conven ience
s to r e window announc ing they
happi ly accep t EBT cards .

Ser ious ly?
Othe r than a qu i ck s top to

g rab a ga l l on o f mi lk , wha t ex -
ac t l y i s t he s t a t e say ing by a l -
l owing the food s t amp ca rds to
be used a t t he loca l 7 -11 , be -
s i de s the obv ious message tha t
t hey do no t ca r e one t i ny l i t t l e
io ta about how the rec ip ien ts are
spending our money. I don’t care
wha t peop l e spend the i r own
money on , bu t i t s eems l i ke an
abuse o f t axpaye r do l l a r s t o
a l low them to grab a qu ick-s top
bur r i to , some nachos and bo t t l e
of co la on the s ta te ’s d ime . This
money shou ld be go ing to f eed
the i r f ami l i e s ,
and the r e a r e
cer ta in ly bet ter
and more nu -
t r i t i ona l ways
to f eed you r
f ami l i e s t han
c o n v e n i e n c e
s to r e junk
food .

I imag ine
the popu l a r
coun t e r a rgu-
ment i s tha t we
don’ t s top pa r-
en t s who a re
no t on the gov-
e rnmen t do l e
f rom feed ing the i r ch i ld ren fas t
food and junk food of a l l k inds ,
why are we put t ing l imi t s on the
fami ly tha t i s on government as -
s i s t ance? Wel l , t he answer i s
ea sy ; I don ’ t have to he lp sup -
po r t peop l e who a ren ’ t on gov -
e rnmen t a s s i s t ance . P l a in and
s imple .

Th roughou t my l i f e , my fa -
the r has a lways passed on to me
a go lden b i t o f adv i ce tha t h i s
mother- in - law gave to h im r igh t
a f t e r he mar r i ed my mom, he
wou ld say to me , “Eryn , i f I
don ’ t have to pay you r b i l l s , I
won’t t e l l you how to l ive your
l i fe .” Sound piece of advice , and
he has he ld to tha t . As an adul t ,
o the r t han the occas iona l f a -
t he r l y inqu i ry, a s long as he
wasn ’ t wr i t i ng my ren t checks ,
he d idn ’ t t e l l me how to spend

EBT - Responsibility Required

my money.
When I was younger, though ,

I d id come to my pa ren t s fo r
some f inanc i a l he lp . L ike so
many other teenagers before me,
I made the ca tas t roph ic mis take
of open ing my f i r s t c red i t ca rd ,
be fo r e I t r u ly unde r s tood wha t
tha t mean t . Why pay cash when
plas t i c i s l ess cumbersome, why
save for i t when you can swipe a

ca rd and pay
l a t e r. And jus t
l i ke tha t I
j o ined the
ranks of a l l the
o the r t e enaged
tw i t s r ack ing
up deb t fo r
new shoes and
a fancy t e l ev i -
s i on . L iv ing
beyond my
means even tu -
a l l y caugh t up
wi th me . Luck-
i l y fo r me , my
pa ren t s had a
lo t more f inan-

c i a l whe rewi tha l , so they were
ab le to come to my rescue , and I
was b lessed tha t they were wi l l -
ing . They bai led me out , pa id off
my deb t and go t me back on
t r ack , bu t you be t t e r be l i eve
they wa tched my money l i ke a
hawk, because now tha t they had
given me money, I los t the f ree -
dom to spend anyway I saw f i t ,
a f t e r a l l , a t t ha t po in t , I wasn’ t
r ea l l y spend ing my own dough
anymore , i t was my paren t s ’ .

Th i s s ame bas i c concep t ap -
p l i es to the food s tamp program.
For whatever reason , i f you have
asked fo r he lp , be i t f r om your
paren t s o r the government , then
you have to expec t tha t whoever
i s foo t i ng the b i l l de se rve s to
have a say in how you are spend-

For whatever reason, i f
you have asked for help, be it
from your parents or the gov-
ernment, then you have to ex-
pect that whoever is footing
the bill deserves to have a say
in how you are spending their
money. And hot dogs and
candy bars at the corner store
is a gross misuse of commu-
nity funds.

Please see GEN WHY on P. 17
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2Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.net
559-645-5320
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

1
0

/1
2

You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors ,
Are you confused? Wel l I am!

I he lped to es tab l i sh Golden Val -
ley Unif ied School Dist r ic t . I even
was on the school board for two
ful l 4-year terms. Everyone in the
d i s t r i c t had a chance to vo te for
me or anyone else that ran on the
bal lo t . Now they te l l me that I can
only vote for the person or persons
who run from the trus tee area that
Golden Val ley Uni f ied has been
broken up into . I don’t even know
what a rea I am in . Golden Val ley
has been broken up into f ive areas ,
one for each
t rus tee sea t on
the school
board . Two
t rus tee sea t s a re
up for re -e lec -
t ion on the No-
vember bal lot . I f
Mike Kel ly (who
is running again)
i s on your off i -
c ia l ba l lo t i t
means tha t you
are in his area . I
unders tand tha t
he is running un-
opposed. He wil l
be the on ly one
on your ba l lo t tha t you can vote
for. I f Mark Toole and Steven
Lewis are on your off ic ia l bal lot i t
means tha t you have a cho ice be-
tween these two men. I t a l so
means tha t you are in the i r a rea .
The other three t rus tee sea ts he ld
by Mona Diaz, Kathleen Crumpton
and Bryan Freeman wil l be coming
up for e lec t ion in two years . I
guess we wil l f ind out whose area
we are in then . I know tha t Mike
Kelly, Mark Toole or Steven Lewis
are not on my off ic ia l bal lo t .

The nex t th ing tha t I am con-
fused about i s th i s change in our
garbage company. Accord ing to
the le t ter that I received from the
County of Madera Resource Man-
agement Agency, i t sa id that s tar t -
ing November 1 a new company,
Red Rock Envi ronmenta l Group ,
wi l l be picking up our garbage but
only if you cal l 1-855-665-7817 to
be put on the i r l i s t . Th i s seems
l ike a s t range way for Madera

County to be doing business . What
are these innovat ive services they
wi l l o ffe r fo r garbage and recy-
c l ing co l lec t ion? I hear tha t th i s
new company wil l be put t ing a lot
o f peop le ou t of work wi th l i t t l e
not ice . With jobs so hard to come
by, is th is a good t ime for Madera
County to be put t ing people out of
work?

Some upcoming events pu t on
by the Golden Val ley Chamber of
Commerce are : November 7 the
Chamber Mixer a t the
Ranchos /Hi l l s Sen ior Cente r a t 6
p.m. Al l Chamber members are in-
vi ted . The Chamber Hol iday Fash-
ion Show and Luncheon wi l l be

he ld on Sa tur-
day, Nov. 10 in
Vi rg in ia Vick’s
backyard a t
11:30 a .m. Fash-
ions wi l l be fea-
tu red by
C o l d w a t e r
Creek . Pr ice of
the t icke t i s $25
with a por t ion of
the proceeds to
benef i t Golden
Val ley Uni f ied
S c h o l a r s h i p s .
Ticke t s can be
purchased a t the
Chamber of

Commerce off ice in the Maywood
Cente r. Las t , on December 7 wi l l
be the annual Chr is tmas t ree l ight -
ing at 6 p.m. at the Maywood Cen-
te r. San ta wi l l be there and
pic tures wi l l be taken.

The way tha t the days f ly by
Chris tmas wil l be here before you
know i t . Two ente rpr i s ing young
ladies (Rebecca and Rachel Black)
who have been t ravel ing overseas
wi th the New Amer ica Singers
have come up with this idea . They
have to pay the i r way when they
t rave l . The g i r l s a re p lann ing a
Hol iday Gif t Fa i r a t the Golden
Val ley Bapt i s t Church on Sa tur-
day, December 1 . There wi l l be
spaces to ren t to vendors to se l l
the i r Chr i s tmas goodies . San ta
Claus wi l l be there so tha t k ids
can have the i r p ic tu re taken wi th
h im. Cal l Car l a t 645-4016 for
more informat ion . Also check out
the i r ad in th i s paper about th i s
event .

ConfusionLoomsasSeasonsChange
The Stock Report

Now they te l l me that I
can only vote for the person
or persons who run from the
t rus tee area tha t Golden
Val ley Uni f ied has been bro-
ken up in to . I don’t even
know what area I am in .
Golden Val ley has been bro-
ken up in to f i ve areas , one
for each trus tee seat on the
school board.

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

chadstrucking.com
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I was beginning to think we
weren’t going to have a fal l sea-
son, going from summer right into
winter. Then we had those few
beaut i fu l 70+ degree days , but
here we are back into the 80’s and
project ing to get to 90 over the
week-end. I do love the fa l l
weather. In addit ion to the beauti-
ful weather, we don’t have to turn
the A/C on and i t ’s not chi l ly
enough yet for the heater.

As I said in last month’s art i-
cle, another thing I love about the
fal l is we can start cooking in the
ki tchen and not worrying about
heating up the kitchen, or worse,
the whole house . Comfor t foods
we can cook are stews, soups and
roas ts . This month I’ l l cont inue
from las t month with soups – I
th ink most everyone l ikes soup,
especia l ly the good homemade
kind.

This first recipe was my sister
Faye’s . I ’ve
never made i t ,
but my sis ter
Maxine did and
she informed
me i t not only
made a big pot ,
but i t was del i -
cious.

Dear read-
ers , remember
that rec ipes
(except baking
recipes) are
jus t sugges-
t ions. If you or
your family
doesn’t l ike
something, sub-
s t i tu te some-
thing else . They don’t l ike
carrots? Don’t use as many as
called for and add an extra potato
– or surpr ise them and put in a
turnip. If you don’t l ike a part icu-
lar seasoning, avoid i t , or put
something else in . Personal ly, I
hate the f lavor of c i lant ro so I
just don’t put i t in and maybe use
parsley instead.

Taco Soup
1 lb. ground beef
1 medium onion, chopped
1 can Rotel
1 can chopped tomatoes
1 package ranch dressing mix

1 package taco seasoning mix
1 can ranch style beans
1 can creamed corn
1 can kidney beans
1 can black beans
1 can pinto beans
1 can navy beans
Water
Grated cheese
Sour cream
Torti l la Chips
Brown ground beef with onion

in 6 quar t soup pot . Add Rotel ,
tomatoes , ranch mix, taco mix,
ranch style beans and cream corn
to beef and onion.

Drain and add remaining cans
of beans . Add 2 cans of water.
St i r together and simmer for 10

minutes or unti l
the consis tency
you l ike . Serve
over tor t i l la
chips , and gar-
nish with grated
cheese and a
spoon of sour
cream.

The fol low-
ing recipe is
a lso from my
sis ter Maxine .
There are a
couple of notes
wri t ten on the
s ide of the
recipe . I f you
can’t f ind dry

mint , use fresh. And she says she
prefers red cabbage to the green.

Armenian Cabbage
Fil l soup pot ¾ full of water
Add: 1 head cabbage cut in

eighths (1/8)
3 medium diced onions
2 closed handfuls pearl barley
6 ounces beef base
½ tsp. white pepper
1 serving spoon diced toma-

toes
1 serving spoon tomato sauce
2 T dry mint

. . . another thing I love
about the fal l is we can start
cooking in the ki tchen and
not worrying about heat ing
up the kitchen, or worse, the
whole house . Comfort foods
we can cook are stews, soups
and roasts . This month I’ l l
cont inue from last month
wi th soups – I th ink most
everyone l ikes soup, espe-
c ial ly the good homemade
kind.

Please see RECIPE on P. 13

Click on “Local News” at

by Jean Briner

Soup it Up

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

call 664455--PPEETTSSto make your grooming appointments now

10/12

THANK YOU!
Everyone that helped us

celebrate our 7-Year Anniversary.
It was a wonderful turnout.

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING  

GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING  
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37221 Ave. 12 #1C • in the Maywood Center

10
/1

2

Kristin Knoblock is now at the Beauty Club Salon & Spa
located in the Maywood Center next to Atzlan.

For more details regarding the SPECIALS
call me at 645-6565. See you soon!

Here are some of my specials to welcome you to the salon:
$10 Wednesdays - Men/Boys Haircuts • Waxing - $5 OFF
FALL SPECIAL - Book any color service and get FREE haircut
to ALL RETURNING CLIENTS: $10 OFF SERVICE

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

10/12

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

10/12 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at
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the Ranchos Independent
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

10/12

10
/1

2

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

come meet new friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Pastor K. Milton Higgins is bringing
the 10:15 a.m. Sunday Worship Service message

to the congregation. Join us.

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

10/12

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

Letters
Dear Editor:

I have investigated thoroughly, both
Steven Lewis and Mark Toole, running for
GVUSD Trustee Area 5. While both seem
capable, I have some strong concerns that
have warranted me writing this letter to
you.

In Mark Toole’s ad in the Ranchos In-
dependent, he lists his accomplishments
and goals. One of the accomplishments he
claims is the building the football stadium.
I had heard through several close acquain-
tances that Mr. Toole had a history of voting
against the stadium, so I wanted to verify
this information for myself. I accesses
Golden Valley Unified School District’s
website (www.gvusd.k12.ca.us) and went
to the Board of Trustees tab and then “board
meeting.” In the Nov. 12, 2009 meeting
minutes I found that Mr. Toole was the sole
vote against the science wing and stadium
build out. I am really struggling with why
he would boast about his involvement in the
construction of those two projects when he
voted against them. In fact, he was the
ONLY board member who voted against
the projects. Over the last few weeks, I have
witnessed Mark attending LHS football
games claiming to be a candidate who is for
football and our athletic programs at LHS.
Mark’s voting record, has proven other-
wise.

We need a candidate who will fight for
the needs of all students, including athlet-
ics, Ag, vocational education, and perform-
ing arts. We need a board member who will
support ALL our programs. I believe Steven
Lewis is that person.
Sincerely,

Peter Flores
Bonadelle Ranchos

Dear Editor:

On November 6, voters will decide
Proposition 36, which is touted as a reform
of the Three Strikes and You’re Out law.
Proposition 36 would radically water down
Three Strikes, and negatively impact pub-
lic safety. For this reason I, along with the
California District Attorneys Association,
oppose this measure.

Three Strikes was enacted in 1994,
from a grass roots effort spearheaded by
Mike Reynolds, following the murder of his
18 year old daughter in the streets of
Fresno. The murderer was a 25-year-old
man who only two months previously had
been released from state prison after serv-
ing time for auto theft. The Three Strikes
sentencing law was intended to stop habit-

ual felons such as him from continuing to
commit new crimes.

As Three Strikes stands now, when a
criminal who has previously committed two
or more serious or violent felonies commits
any new felony (the “Third Strike”), that
criminal becomes eligible to be sentenced
to state prison for 25 years to life. The ra-
tionale behind this is those who have pre-
viously been convicted for two or more
serious or violent felonies, yet choose to
commit additional felonies of any type, are
habitual offenders and thus a substantial
risk to public safety.

Proposition 36 would change sentenc-
ing requirements so that only the commis-
sion of a “serious or violent” felony (not
any felony) will be eligible as the Third
Strike. You may ask, why would anyone
propose to give habitual felons the oppor-
tunity to commit more crime? The answer,
according to the voter ballot and initiative
backers, is to reduce the costs of incarcera-
tion by sending fewer criminals to prison,
which is overpopulated with those sen-
tenced under Three Strikes, and to prevent
the state from having to pay medical costs
as they grow older. Also, the supporters of
this initiative believe too many are com-
mitted to prison for life when their Third
Strike was merely a petty theft. These ar-
guments however, are flawed when the true
facts become known.

A review of the statistics from Califor-
nia’s Department of Corrections and Reha-
bilitation pertaining to the inmates
sentenced under Three Strikes (“Third
Strikers”) is helpful. Currently, the total
state prison population is 134,868 inmates.
Of these, the number of Third Strikers is
8,873, or just 6.6 percent. Clearly, the Three
Strikes law is not the main source of in-
mates in our prisons. Neither are Third
Strikers responsible for an aging population
within the prison system. Of the Third
Striker population, only 10.2 percent are 60
years old or more. Commission of a petty
theft can only be charged as a felony if the
person has a history of prior petty thefts.
Currently, only 327, or less than 4 percent
of Third Strikers are committed for petty
theft.

The justice system has adequate safe-
guards, from the discretion of the District
Attorney through the court system, to en-
sure only the most deserving of felons are
sentenced to a 25 year to life sentence in
state prison.

There are serious consequences of
Proposition 36. If the proposition passes,
the discretion of the District Attorney to uti-
lize Three Strikes to remove from the

Please see LETTERS on P. 16
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!10
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The Bookshelf

By Garin Gonzales

Ahhhhh…October! The weather is fi-
nally getting cooler and everything seems to
be calming down in this quiet, serene com-
munity. But things are just getting busy around
the Ranchos Library. First, Diane Maxfield is
back and already doing Story Time every
Thursday at 11 a.m. Story Time is a great way
to get your pre-school-aged child interacting
with other children while fueling their imagi-
nations. And moms, it’s also a good way to
ease them into nap time.

Do you have a child in need of homework
help? Our esteemed tutor, Ginger Taylor, is
here every Wednesday from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
She specializes in grades kindergarten through
fifth grade, but she’s also available for adult
literacy tutoring. Additional times may be
available by appointment. Ask at the front
desk.

We would also
like to announce that
our (unofficial) Fall
Reading Program is
well under way. Sure,
the Summer Reading
Program gets all of the
attention, but we like
to help children learn a
love for reading no
matter what season it
happens to be. So
come on in and grab a
reading log for your
child. The rules are
simple: Read the re-
quired number of
pages for your child’s
age range (listed on
the reading log), list
the title of the book(s),
the number of pages
read and have a parent
initial the log. Then
bring it in and you’re
eligible for prizes, in-
cluding books from our “For Sale” room, per-
sonal pizzas from our friends at the Pizza
Factory and whatever else we have lying
around. Start making a reader today.

The kind folks at Barnes and Noble and
the Cheesecake Factory help us do a fundraiser
each year. Just in time for Thanksgiving we’ll
have yummy cheesecakes for sale and the li-
brary gets to keep a “slice” of the profits. (See
what I did there? That’s called a pun.) Also in
November we set up at the Barnes and Noble
in Fresno and if you get a sticker from us,
when you check out we get a percentage of the
sale, which we use to buy materials for the li-
brary. So you get books and we get books. It’s

a win win.
Madera County is finally introducing 3M

eBooks on eBook readers and Mobile devices.
This is great news for people who have been
patiently waiting. eBooks are absolutely FREE
with your Madera County Library card and
you can check out 3 eBooks for up to 14 days.
And there are no late fees or charges. There
are two ways to do it: You can download
eBooks directly to your mobile device (An-
droid™, iPad®, iPhone® or iPod Touch®)
with the free 3M Cloud Library app or (with
the 3M app), eBooks can be transferred from
a PC (with Mac® coming soon) to an eBook
reader using your Adobe ID. Unfortunately,
the offer isn’t good with Kindles®. Also, the
3M Cloud Library App is now available in
Barnes & Noble’s NOOKApps store, making
it easier for owners of NOOK tablets to bor-
row eBooks from our library. Anyone with a
NOOK HD, NOOK HD+, NOOK Tablet or

NOOK Color can
download the 3M
Cloud LibraryApp di-
rectly from the
NOOK Apps store-
front, and then trans-
fer digital content
wirelessly to their de-
vice without having to
physically connect to
a computer. So come
on in and we’ll get
you started.

Finally, a huge
piece of news. After
20 years of dedicated
(and awesome) serv-
ice, our beloved li-
brarian Barbara
Cosner is retiring. I’ve
only been here a short
while, but without
Barbara’s help I
would have been lost.
She was instrumental
in helping me find my

footing at this library and her patience with me
was (and is) tremendous. I have to say I am a
little scared to be here without her. Her last day
is scheduled for November 29.

If you’d like to come into the library and
wish Barbara well, please do. We’ll have a
card (probably a poster more like) for you to
write your well-wishes, but if you just want to
stop in and say your fond farewells to her in
person, even better. I know that Barbara might
be a little uncomfortable with all of the atten-
tion, but I’m sure we can make this a nice
send-off for an incredible friend and colleague.

Well folks, until next time, keep on
rockin’ in the free world.

Fall Reading Program + eBooks = Fun

Finally, a huge piece of news.
After 20 years of dedicated (and
awesome) service, our beloved li-
brarian Barbara Cosner is retiring
... her last day is scheduled for No-
vember 29. If you’d like to come
into the library and wish Barbara
well, please do. We’ll have a card
(probably a poster more like) for
you to write your well-wishes, but if
you just want to stop in and say
your fond farewells to her in person,
even better. I know that Barbara
might be a little uncomfortable with
all of the attention, but I’m sure we
can make this a nice send-off for an
incredible friend and colleague.
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New Waste and Recycling
Provider for Madera County

The County of Madera has
selected a new Waste and
Recycling service provider,

RedRock Environmental Group,
to begin service November 5,
2012. RedRock, a newly formed
company by the local Caglia

Family, encourages everyone to
register online or by phone.

www.cagliaenvironmental.com
TEL: 855-665-7300 (Toll Free)

10/12

the lives of the individual citizens. If we give a
citizen a fish for dinner, they must come back
to us the next day if they wish to eat. The citi-
zen becomes less self-reliant and more gov-
ernment reliant. This is good, because the
government is better at running the economy
and the lives of each individual citizen. Plus,
we not only stay in power, we gain more
power.

“We Marxist/Progressives (liberals and
leftists) must continue to distort, deceive
and lie. If you need a great example, use

Harry Reid. He is the best because he never
lets the truth be a part of his statement. We
know we can do this because the media will
protect us. They are leading our team. Keep
the faith, and never forget that we are
morally and intellectually superior.”

Unfortunately this is not a dream, nor
is it fiction. It is the real world in which we
live. It will become much worse if the Fun-
damental Transformation proclaimed is al-
lowed to continue. This is a statement of fact
based on history and not conjecture.

Rise up America! Reclaim your nation,
your lives and your economy.

Don Jans has written a book, My Grand-
children’sAmerica, that further explains Marx’s
classless society and his policies necessary for
the fundamental transformation, theoneObama
said he was beginning prior to the 2008 elec-
tion. My Grandchildren’s America is written in
a straightforward style without spin just giving
facts to the reader.

My Grandchildren’s America is available
on www.mygrandhildrensamerica.com or at
Barnes & Noble and Amazon. It is available in
Kindle form on Amazon.

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings

The October l5 meeting presented guest
speaker, Bill Coate, who spoke about the loss of
Americanhistory.

OurmeetingsareheldonthethirdMondayof
each month at 6 p.m. atVFWHall, 2026 Granada
Drive,Madera.Confirmmeetingdatesandspeak-
ers on the Central Valley Tea Party website at
www.centralvalleyteaparty.com

Doyouhavecommentsorquestions?Contact
MaderaRanchosTeaPartyCoordinator,JohnSmed-
ley,bye-mailatjcsmedley@comcast.netorcall559-
645-7031. You can also contact Madera Tea Party
Coordinator, Rick Farinelli, by e-mail at richard-
farinelli@sbcglobal.netorcall559-706-5386.

CRYSTAL cont. from P. 4
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Yarbrough - Smith

Kellie Yarbrough and Will Smith
were married on Aug. 4, 2012 in
Fresno.

Kellie is a 2009 Sierra High School
graduate and at present is attending the
Madera Community College Center
pursuing a degree in business. Kellie is
on target to graduate in 2013.

She is currently employed at
Chick-Fil-A in Fresno.

Will is a 2007 graduate of Modesto
High School and at present is employed
at Central California Mennonite Resi-
dential Services.

The newlyweds are now residing in
Clovis.

Link - Garcia

Kayleigh Link is now Mrs. Alex
Garcia. The Ranchos couple were wed
on October 6 in a beautiful wedding
with the Pacific Ocean serving as the
ultimate backdrop at breathtaking

Sunny Cove in Santa Cruz.
The newlyweds are now settling

into married life here in the Ranchos
where they grew up and graduated from
Liberty High School.

Call 645-0634 to ADVERTISE NOW!

Proudly Endorsed By Scott Tefft
“I know Steven Lewis to be a person of the highest integrity and sound
character. We need Steven’s proven leadership to keep Golden Valley

moving forward in a positive, successful way and to keep the best interest
of all children at the forefront.”

SCOTT TEFFT - Former Principal at Sierra View Elementary

“We will face many challenges over the next two years. It is
critical we have the right leadership in place. If you vote for
me, I will work hard to place the needs of our children first,

support our teachers and serve the whole community.
Together, we can keep GVUSD schools great.”
STEVEN LEWIS - Trustee Area 5 Candidate

10/12
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“Steven Lewis has leadership with integrity! Steven is committed to
students’ success and he cares deeply about the GVUSD community. He is

passionate about all aspects of the educational process, and he is
approachable and available to students, parents and staff.”

GWEN WOLLEY - Retired Teacher at Sierra View Elementary

“Steven is the only candidate with children in our schools. He has
an invested interest to insure that all students have

the tools they need to succeed.”
DAWN RATZLAFF - LHS & Sierra View Elementary Parent

“Steven has the capacity to build a team. I have watched him selflessly
collaborate to get the job done. I am convinced he is best suited for
the job of bringing a community together for the sake of our kids.”

DOUG BAKER - RMS & Sierra View Elementary Parent

10/12

Cook 30 minutes or until barley
and cabbage are tender.

I th ink I have told you before
about going over to the Ytur i ( I
know that isn’t the way to spell i t ,
but I couldn’t f ind i t on the inter-
net ) Hote l for lunch and eat ing in
the dining room with the sheep-
herders . They served soup, sa lad ,
entrée, side dishes and desserts al l
family s ty le . The food was out-
s tanding. A specia l soup I always
l iked was the Beef Barley Soup. I
went on l ine looking for a recipe ,
and wow, there are as many recipes
and differences as there are colors
in a big box of Crayola’s .

Beef Barley Soup
2 lbs . beef – Oxtai ls , s tew

meat , chuck steak or roas t – any
meat that can be boiled.

2 Qts. Water
½ C Pearl Barley
2 medium onions, chopped
3 ribs celery, chopped
3 carrots , cut in ¼ inch slices
2 bay leaves
2 tsp. sal t
½ tsp. pepper
½ tsp. thyme
½ C chopped fresh parsley
Brown beef wi th a l i t t le oi l in

the bot tom of a large ket t le or
Dutch oven. Add balance of the in-
gredients except the parsley. Bring
to boil , reduce heat , cover and sim-
mer 2 ½ to 3 hours, or unti l meat is
done, and bar ley is tender. Cut
meat to bi te s ize pieces and skim
any fat f rom top of soup and re-
move bay leaves before serving.
Stir in parsley, and serve.

In las t month’s ar t ic le I to ld
you I would include Randy’s Corn
Chowder recipe, so here i t is :

Randy’s Corn Chowder
2 cans condensed Cream of

Chicken soup
1 Qt. Half and Half
3 cans Whole Kernel Corn,

drained
6 Potatoes
2 T sugar
¼ C Butter
2T Parsley Flakes
Put a large pot on medium heat

and empty the two cans of cream of
chicken soup in to i t . Ins tead of
adding water to the soup, use the
fu l l quar t of ha l f and hal f . S ta r t
s t i r r ing. You don’t want i t to st ick
to the bot tom or i t wil l burn. Drain
the three cans of corn and add
them to the pot and keep s t i r r ing .
Pee l the pota toes and then dice
them into approximate ly 1/2”
squares and add them to the pot as
you cut them. Once all the potatoes
have been added, add in the but ter,
sugar and pars ley f lakes . Cook
unt i l the pota toes are tender, usu-
a l ly around 30 minutes . The
smal le r you cut the pota toes the
faster i t cooks. Pair this soup with
s l iced sourdough bread tha t has
been but te red and then put under
the broi ler. I t mel ts the but ter into
the bread and toasts i t , but only on
one s ide , making the other s ide
soft , chewy and buttery.

Before I close, I wanted to tel l
you one more of my favori te things
about the fal l season. I know there
are a lot of people out there that
won’t agree with me – one of those
was my sister Faye. She hated Day-
light Savings Time – but I like it . I t
will go into effect Sunday morning,
Nov. 4 at 2 a.m. So, before you go
to bed Saturday, Nov. 3 , se t a l l
your clocks BACK one hour. If you
don’t , you wil l be qui te ear ly for
church the next morning.

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

The Madera County Arts Council is
hosting its 6th Annual Holiday Art Affair
Outdoor Festival on Saturday, Nov. 17 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Featured will be 30 artists
and fine crafters selling original works. The
event will be held at Circle Gallery, located
at 1653 N. Schnoor Ste. 113, Madera. The
Blackberry Blossom Ensemble and the
Madera High School Choir will provide
music and carols throughout the day while
Valley Pistachio Country Store will be sell-
ing gourmet food products and gift baskets.
Campfire USA will be selling their deli-
cious candies in time for holiday giving.

The Celebrate Agriculture with the
Arts show will be on exhibit in the Circle
Gallery through Nov. 17. Originally funded
by a 1994 California Arts Council grant, the
agriculturally themed art competition and
exhibit is an annual event open to all Cali-
fornia artists.

Works include all paint media, fiber
arts, sculpture and, for the first time, there is
now a category for photography entitled
“Celebrate Agriculture … The Human Fac-
tor.”

For more information call 661-7005 or
visit the website at www.maderaarts.org.

Outdoor “Art Affair” Festival Planned
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Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce • Proceeds toward Liberty High School Scholarships
11068 El Capitan, Rolling Hills • Call 645-4001 or 970-7035 for more information • Tickets sold in advance only

Featured fashions provided by Coldwater Creek

Chamber Mixer

Community Christmas Tree Lighting

Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
Wednesday, November 7

6 - 7:30 p.m.

Maywood Center
Friday, December 7

6 - 7:30 p.m.

Come join your neighbors as you mix and mingle with fellow Ranchos
residents at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center at 37330 Berkshire Drive.
Find out about the Senior Center and the Chamber of Commerce as
you enjoy snacks and beverages. Admission is free.

Enjoy our Community’s annual event as we light our tree and
welcome Santa Claus to the Ranchos. Interested in being a vendor
and having a booth at the event? Call the Chamber at 645-4001.
Admission to the tree lighting is free.

Welcome New Members
AXA Advisors • Verlin Dill

Mercer Architecture • Scott Mercer
Now & Again Thrift & Gift Shop • Paula Stuart

Future Fashions • Ronnie Gill
Madera Ranchos Barber Shop • Javier Felix
Country Villa-Madera Rehab. • Joseph Aliotti

Ranchos Cafe • Rigo & Juana Rivas
Madera Values Quarterly • Steven Rios

Pete & Maria’s Italian Bistro • Pete Cercone & Maria
Fotopoulos

Country Critters Feed & Supply • Melissa & Traci

Your Chamber of Commerce
This information is brought to you by your Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce, representing businesses and individuals in the
Madera Ranchos and beyond. Find out more about your Chamber at
37167 Ave. 12 #5C or call them at 645-4001.
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Action ...
Not Just Promises

Accomplishments

RRee--EElleecctt
MMaarrkk  TToooollee
ffoorr  GGVVUUSSDD  TTrruusstteeee
AAccttiioonn  ......  nnoott jjuusstt  pprroommiisseess

Remember to VOTE
Tuesday, Nov. 6

Proven financial leadership during challenging economic times

Mark Toole, Golden Valley Unified School District Board President 2011 and
2012, has proven financial leadership during challenging economic times. He has
over 20 years of active participation with the local educational system and
community organizations. Additionally, he has served on the District Budget
Steering Committee and School Facilities Committee.

•  Implemented District-wide solar project to avoid electricity price hikes - First year
savings - $4,700; Projected savings by 2023 - over $1 million
•  Liberty High School Improvements - Approved new policies for usage of personal
technology devices for learning; Constructed science wing/football stadium; Approved
approximate 10 acre ag farm site; Hired second ag department teacher; Introduced
Intro to Ag Mechanics class (masonry, electrical, plumbing, welding, small engines);
Donated hay baling services to ag booster for first year crop project ($1,000 savings)
•  Exceeded required state cash reserves by at least 18%
•  Decreased overstaffing/inefficient costs in district office to increase available
classroom funds 
•  Completed Ranchos Middle School
•  Modernized Webster Elementary School
•  Approved Sierra View Elementary School’s modernization

Supporters
Endorsed by County and Local Community Members 

Sheriff John Anderson • Cheri Adams • Frank Bigelow • Brian Freeman
Ronn Dominici • Howard McFarland • Dale Evans • Aimee McFarland

Virginia Vick • Ollia Ridge • Mary Tucker •  Terri Fernandez • John Mosely
Martin Fernandez • Catherine Mosley • Esmeralda Lopez • Chad Harr • Art Fringer

Betsy Cardoza • Don Foster • Jason Button • Toby Sheehan • Darcel Button
Matt Bullis • Larry Wolford • Steve Wingert • Audrey Stock • Ollia Ridge
Michael P. Cardoza • Rick Channy

Cheryl Cardoza • Chris Kemps • Bob Hill
Ryan Rocca • Brenda Bradford
Dan Bradford • Robert Styles

Chris Norwood • Verlin Dill
Virginia Vick • William Whyman

Nancy Finley and many more ...

Goals
•  Continue District financial stability  •  Complete Sierra View’s modernization 
•  Develop Liberty’s vocational education facilities (auto shop, wood working,

metal fabrication)  •  Enhance Liberty’s sports facilities
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By Perry Watkins

“Kiwanis international is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child one community at a
time.”

Tetanus is a devastating disease. The
death resulting from tetanus is a tortuous one.
You have probably heard of “lockjaw” re-
sulting from tetanus. Lockjaw and the inabil-
ity to tolerate light may herald the beginning
of the illness. It
also results in
muscle spasms all
over the body,
most notably the
spine causing a
backward arch.
Muscle spasms
can be so severe
that bones some-
times break in the
process. Once it
progresses it is ir-
reversible. A dis-
ease that is almost
unknown here in the United States kills a
child every nine minutes worldwide. There
are still 50 to 100 cases a year here in the
States, though most tetanus is prevented with
common childhood immunizations. 

This disease is still quite common in 38
other countries where is kills an estimated
60,000 children a year. It often occurs near
child birth and sometimes takes the life of the
mothers as well. Due to efforts of UNICEF
and others it has been nearly eliminated in 20
countries in recent years. One of the saddest
facts surrounding this tragedy is that only
$1.80 prevents this disease in the mother and
that immunity is passed along to newborn ba-
bies. This immunity may last for five to 10
years. 

Most of the money Kiwanis raised lo-
cally stays here to help our very own com-
munity. In fact, almost all the money we raise
is returned to the community through schol-
arships, awards, gifts to schools and to fami-
lies in need. Our annual member dues go to
Kiwanis International. In turn Kiwanis Inter-
national supports larger projects to help chil-
dren worldwide. One project recently nearly
eliminated Iodine Deficiency Disorder which
has affected millions. This campaign was
enormously effective and improved the lives
of millions. When we raise money for a spe-
cific campaign we advertise those efforts. All
other fund raising activities stay in our com-
munity. 

Kiwanis International is teaming up

with UNICEF to battle tetanus in THE
ELIMINATE PROJECT. If you would like
to learn more you can do a web search. Pic-
tures, Powerpoint presentations and videos
can be viewed at UNICEF.org, Kiwanis.org,
and also at The Eliminate Project. Our goal is
to distribute 387 million doses of vaccine by
2015. Imagine how much suffering that
would alleviate. 

If you are interested in serving the local
community or children of the world please
join us at the Pizza Factory on Thursday

evenings at 6:30. A
few days a year is
all it takes to make
a difference. A few
dedicated mem-
bers attend meet-
ings every week
but that level of
dedication is not
required. Any level
of participation is a
step in the right di-
rection. 

Kiwanis has a
new President.

Marie Cameron will lead Kiwanis of Madera
Ranchos to new heights. We would dearly love
to increase scholarships and other good works
for the Ranchos Community. Our reward is the
smiles of our local children and of one another.
This past year we have been amply rewarded. 

Kiwanis exists solely for the purpose of mak-
ing a difference in the lives of others, particularly
children. We are looking for people at least 18 years
old who are interested in serving the community,
making new friends, and having fun with a pur-
pose. If you are interested, contact President John
Glueck at 559-706-5215. We meet the first Thurs-
day of every month at 6:45 a.m. at The Coffee Spot
and every Thursday thereafter at 6:30 p.m. at the
Ranchos Pizza Factory. Come join us at a meeting
for fun and fellowship and see what being a Ki-
wanian is all about.

Tetanus Kills Children - $1.80 Prevents
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com
Board Members:

President: John Glueck
Past President: Mona Diaz
Vice President: Marie Cameron
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
Debbie Farr
Virginia Vick
Ollia Ridge
John Herrera
Jolene Mason

New Kiwanis President Marie Cameron, right, takes
care of business with Virginia Vick at Marie’s first Kiwanis
meeting as president.
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HUGE PARKING LOT SALE
Saturday, Oct. 27 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Now&Again Thrift&Gift Shop • 645-0013

Lots of Christmas Decorations& Items (New&Used)

37184Ave. 12 Ste. 104 (next to Pizza Factory) •Not your ordinary thrift shop
Closed Su-Tu • We & Fr 1:30-5 p.m. • Th 12:30-7 p.m. • Sa 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

We haveNEW, used, vintage, retro, antique and collectable items.
Furniture • Appliances • Kitchenware • Glassware • HomeDecor
Clothing • Books • Material&Yarn • Jewelry andmuchmore!

We currently have collectableOld English dishes, Red glass
andHobnail glass. Lots of great gift ideas.

We also carry gift bags, ribbon, tissue and gift cards.

Come in and find your Treasures - youwill be pleasantly suprised
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Home of Dina’s Famous “Upside-Down” Pizza

Pete andMaria’s
ItalianBistro

Pete and Maria’s Italian Bistro
37275 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos • 645-5545
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Express Lunch Specials

The above lunches include SALAD and 1 MEATBALL!

Tuesday through Friday 11 a.m. til 2 p.m.

SPAGHETTI ......................
PENNE ..............................
RIGATONI .........................

LASAGNA..........................
BEEF or CHEESE RAVIOLI .

ANTIPASTO SALAD ............

$5.99

$6.99

}
}

Football Fans!!!
Pete & Maria are proud to announce that

they wil l be offering the NFL TICKET
beginning September 9 for the ENTIRE Regular

Season. We will be offering breakfast
Strombolis in addition to our regular
menu. We will open at 9 a.m. every
Sunday during the NFL Regular Season.

Serving Lunch & Dinner Every Day
Sunday - Thursday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Closed on Mondays

Introduc
ing

only

only

$6.99only

streets criminals who pose significant risks
to society will be lost, just because the most
recent felony was not serious or violent.
This would mean that the habitual offender
(who has already been convicted of two se-
rious or violent felonies) will be given yet
another opportunity to rob, murder or rape
more victims before being sent to prison.

Further, Proposition 36 allows those al-
ready incarcerated under Three Strikes to
petition the courts for early release, if the
Third Strike they were sentenced on was a
non-violent, non-serious offense. Based on
the prison Three Strikes population, some
4,300 inmates would stand to be released
early. While the release of more habitual
criminals to the streets will indisputably re-
sult in more crime, the supporters of the
proposition have failed to account for, or
even acknowledge, the cost and burden of
this to victims and society.

In 2010 the San Francisco-based
Golden Gate University published a Law
Review article entitled “Career Criminals
Targeted: The Verdict is in, California’s
Three Strikes Law Proves Effective.” This
independent study concluded that Three
Strikes has served to deter the commission
of crime and incapacitate habitual offend-
ers. In fact, in the first 10 years following
passage of Three Strikes in 1994, crime de-
creased approximately 45 percent. So suc-
cessful is the track record of the Three
Strikes, other states followed by enacting
similar laws.

The bottom line is that the Three
Strikes law is working and should remain
in effect “as is” to protect the people of Cal-
ifornia. Please join me in voting “NO” on
Proposition 36.

Michael R. Keitz
Madera County District Attorney

Dear Editor:

The Senior Center is enjoyed by all
ages. The thing that stops people to join
the center is the title "Senior Center." We
are getting on in years and need 50+ to
join and participate in the center. The
building was paid for by the far-sighted
Ethel Pronin saying, "Let’s buy this build-
ing," and make it a place where Seniors
can get together. They had sales and
started monthly sales and paid for the
building.

I know all of you have enjoyed the
fruit of their labors. The jams, pickled
items, George's garden, the Treasure
House, Boutique, handmade items – espe-
cially at Christmas – and the big April Gar-
den sale with all the vendors. All of you

who have come have enjoyed the BBQ at
that event.

Now it’s time to step forward and join
and help. Some of our bodies are getting
tired and we need new members to keep
the Center going. Just think of a place to
have fun, get all the local information
about things going on in the Ranchos, and
great planned trips.

Someday you will be sad when YOU
could have joined and kept it going and it
fades away because of your stubborn pride
of the term "SENIOR CENTER."

The people who put this Center to-
gether were the glue; slowly, we are com-
ing “unglued.”

Join, help, be a member and meet
your friends here.

Mary Thompson
Madera Ranchos

LETTERS cont. from P. 9
Page 16

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:

email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

mail:
The Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002
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GGoollddeenn  VVaalllleeyy  BBaappttiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  ••  1122441144  RRooaadd  3377  ••  664455--44001166

Beautiful gifts and decorations for the Holiday Season.

Breakfast with Santa is only $7 per ticket for breakfast
and a picture with Santa (must be purchased in advance).

Vendor space is available • Call 645-4016 for info
Proceeds to support Rachel & Becca Blacks’ mission trip to Singapore. 
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ing  the i r  money.  And hot  dogs  and
candy  bars  a t  the  corner  s to re  i s  a
gross  misuse  of  communi ty  funds .
Tha t  money  shou ld  be  spen t  on
hea l t hy  foods ,  f r e sh  f ru i t s  and
vegetab les .  I f  the  s ta te  i s  go ing  to
put  food  on  your  tab le ,  then  a t  the
ve ry  l e a s t  i t  s hou ld  no t  be  d ing
dongs  and  po ta to  ch ips .  

I ’m  no t  aga in s t  d ing  dongs
and  po t a to  ch ip s ,  bu t  we  can  a l l
agree  they  a ren’t  hea l thy,  and  cer-
t a i n ly  whe re  ch i l d r en  a r e  con -
ce rned ,  t hey  shou ld  be  avo ided
and only  consumed in  modera t ion .
I t ’s  impor t an t  t o  r emember  t ha t
t h i s  s t a t e  i s  b roke ,  eve ry  do l l a r
coun t s ,  so  i n  my  op in ion ,  i f  you
have  managed  t o  u se  a l l  o f  you r
food  s t amp funds  pu t t ing  hea l thy
food  in  your  k i t chen  to  feed  your
f ami ly  and  t he r e  i s  enough  l e f t
over  to  run  to  a  convenience  s to re
to  p i ck  up  some  j unk  food ,  t hen
c l ea r l y  t he  s t a t e  needs  t o  r educe
you r  mon th ly  a l l owance  and  pu t
t ha t  money  t o  be t t e r  u se .  I f ,  on
the  o the r  hand ,  you r  r e f r i ge r a to r

i s  emp ty  and  you r  cupboa rds  a r e
ba re  and  ye t  you  s t i l l  i n s i s t  on
b lowing  pa r t  o f  t he  t ax  paye r s ’
ha rd  ea rned  money  on  c r ap ,  t hen
maybe  you  shou ldn ’ t  be  a l l owed
to  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  t he  p rog ram be -
cause  you  c lea r ly  abuse  i t .  

In  a  t ime  when  every  do l la r  i s
needed ,  eve ry  penny  impor t an t ,
why  a re  we  a l lowing  money  to  be
was ted  on  the  unnecessary?  Times
are  tough ,  and  dese rv ing  fami l i es
need  eve ry  b i t  o f  he lp  t he  s t a t e
can afford ,  but  can  the  s ta te  rea l ly
a ffo rd  to  a l low i t s  we l fa re  rec ip i -
en t s  to  was te  money  a t  the  7 -11?
I f  there  i s  enough  in  the  budge t  to
open  up  t he  ga t e s  t o  a l l ow  junk
food  havens  to  accep t  money  s lo t -
t ed  to  he lp  fami l i es  su rv ive ,  then
why a re  we  cu t t ing  so  many  o ther
p l ace s?  I  unde r s t and  t h i s  won’ t
come anywhere  c lose  to  f ix ing  the
budge t ,  bu t  i t  c e r t a i n ly  wou ldn ’ t
hur t .  And  in  my op in ion ,  any  s tep
t aken  t o  keep  abuse r s  ou t  o f  t he
we l f a r e  poo l  l eav ing  on ly  hones t
f ami l i e s  t ha t  j u s t  need  a  l i t t l e
he lp  to  ge t  back  on  the i r  f ee t ,  i s  a
s tep  in  the  r igh t  d i rec t ion .  

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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By Andy Alvarado

On October 12, the California Depart-
ment of Education released the annual Ac-
countability Progress Reports (APR) to
districts statewide. The APR is a document
consisting of the Federal and State ac-
countability systems. This document in-
cludes the Annual Yearly Progress (AYP),
Academic Performance Index (API), and
Program Improvement (PI) status of dis-
tricts and schools. A presentation to the
GVUSD Governing Board is scheduled for
the November 6 Board meeting.

Annual Yearly Progress (AYP)
The AYP is a Federal accountability re-

quirement enacted by No Child Left Behind

(2001). The criteria used in determining a
school’s AYP status are:

• Participation Rates in Mathematics
and English Language Arts for all signifi-
cant subgroups

• Percent Proficient in Mathematics
and English Language Arts for all signifi-
cant subgroups

• California High School Exit Exam
(high schools only)

• Academic Performance Index.
After reviewing the results: For the

AYP, GVUSD met 17 of the 22 criteria set
for us by the state. We made all targets ex-
cept for percent proficient in English Lan-
guage Arts and Math for some of our
subgroups. Under NCLB (No Child Left
Behind) the AYP targets are continually
moving upward and even though our
schools continue to make growth if they do
not hit the target set by the feds under
NCLB, then we receive a “not met” on that
criterion.

Academic Performance Index (API)
The API is the State’s accountability

system which was created by the Public
Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) in
1999. Every year in the spring, California
schools are given a Base API. The Base API
released in the spring is the “measuring
stick” used to determine the API Growth re-
leased in the fall. District trends show the
following:

• The API for the District remained at

833, same score from the previous year.
• The District exceeded the State’s

mark of 800.
• The API score for Golden Valley

USD is higher than the County average and
higher than the State average.

• Liberty High School represented an
8-point gain, increasing their API to 829,
and ranking fifth in the Central Valley in
comparison to other high schools.

• Webster Elementary represented an
increase of 7 points bringing their 2012 API
score to 856.

• Sierra View Elementary experienced
an increase of 9 points bringing their 2012
API score to 872.

• Ranchos Middle School reported a
decrease of 21 points to 828 (RMS reported
a growth of 38 in 2011).

The State’s goal is an API of 800. Any
score above 800 is commendable.

Program Improvement (PI)
Program Improvement is part of the

Federal accountability system and applies
to all schools receiving Title I funds from
the Federal Government. Schools are iden-
tified and enter PI status after missing AYP
for two consecutive years in one of the fol-
lowing criteria:

• Same content area (ELA or math)
• On the same indicator (API or gradu-

ation rate)
A school or District entering PI status

is given three years to successfully remove

itself from PI status by meeting its defi-
ciency. Sierra View is listed as Program Im-
provement Year 1, but this is being
contested as we feel the reporting from
CDE is inaccurate.

Overall, the APR brought great news
and reasons to celebrate throughout the Dis-
trict. This is a true testament to the quality
of instruction taking place at all of our
schools. Golden Valley Unified School Dis-
trict still ranks among the top echelon of el-
ementary, middle and high schools within
the County and State. All of our compre-
hensive schools have exceeded the State’s
mark of an API of 800. The District will
continue to emphasize the importance of
providing a rigorous and relevant curricu-
lum at all grade levels and the importance
of meeting the needs of all students. I would
like to thank all of our Board members, ad-
ministrators, staff, students, parents, and
community for valuing the importance of a
quality education. Go GVUSD!

*GVUSD Educational Options
schools, Independence High School, Lin-
coln Community Day School, Home Hospi-
tal, Valley Teen Ranch and Centennial
Independent Study did not have a signifi-
cant number of students test in the 2011-
2012 school year, due to school size, to be
included in this report. Even though their
numbers were not large enough to receive
an API, they met all of their ASAM targets
and state goals.

Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Andy Alvarado.

GVUSD Highest Performing K-12 in Madera County

The Foundation for Golden Valley
School held their eight Annual Stars event
on Sept. 14 at Birdstone Winery.

The Foundation recognized the 2011
Grant Award winners along with the 2012
Grant Award winners and the 2012 STAR
Employees of the Year. One of the Founda-
tion’s major goals is to give back to the ed-
ucational community in the form of new
teacher grants and classroom grants. To date,
they have given back over $113,000 to sup-
port our teachers and students, which is quite
an awesome contribution for our fledgling

Foundation.
The funded 2012 Grants are:
• Vickie Baughman, WES, ELMO Wireless
Slate
• Nicole Canales, WES, ELMO Wireless
Slate
• Michael Erickson, LHS, Virtual Robotics
• Laura Fox, WES, ELMO Wireless Slate
• Rose Freeman, Ed Opts, Dress to Learn
• Jessica Green, WES, Smartboard
• Christine Hallett, RMS, Enhance Art Pro-
gram
• Kelly Hardcastle, SVE, ELMO Document

Camera & Projector
• Carolyn Hernandez, SVE, ELMO Docu-
ment Camera & Projector
• Melissa MacPherson, WES, ELMO Wire-
less Slate
• Lori Massoni, WES, ELMO Wireless Slate
• Valerie McDougald, SVE, ELMO Docu-
ment Camera & Projector
• Christine Panian, LHS, ELMO Document
Camera
• GiGi Raymond, WES, Smartboard
• Dennis Ready, SVE, Classroom Novels
• Larissa Sobieralski, LHS & RMS, Music
Technology

Congratulations again to our five 2012
STAR Employees who were honored at the

Foundation event.
• Ruben Negrete, Instructional Employee of
the Year
• Tony Hernandez, Operational Employee of
the Year
• Christine Panian, Secondary Teacher of the
Year
• Kelly Hardcastle, Elementary Teacher of
the Year
• Chris Imperatrice, Administrator of the
Year

Additional congratulations to Impera-
trice, who will be recognized as the Admin-
istrator of the Year for Madera County at the
“Madera County Excellence in Education”
awards ceremony.

Supporting Teachers at STAR Gala
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Senior Report

Burma’s Lesson: Can it Happen Here?
By Verlaine Ellinburg

Burma, the country I grew up in,
was and is a resource-rich country with
abundance of rice, teak-wood, oil, gem
stones of rubies, jade and sapphires,
and copper. It was eager to strike out
from the British Empire. Burma became
independent in 1948. From 1948-1962
Burma enjoyed a democratic freedom. I
remember having fun, moved around
freely, enjoyed food, Burmese and Eng-
lish movies, outside Burmese stage
shows and celebrated different religious
festivals. The country was filled with
Burmese, Anglos, Indians, Chinese and
Muslims. We had afternoon tea dances
with rock and roll music, ball room
dances and dance competitions, and dif-
ferent sport events and competitions.
The Roman Catholic religion had four
schools run by the different orders of
Catholic nuns left by the British. The
majority of the people spoke the Eng-
lish language; the Catholic school’s ed-
ucation was in English.

Constitutional disputes and persist-
ent division among political and social
groups contributed to the democratic
weak hold of power (this is where we
are now). In 1958 the prime minister in-
vited the military to restore and
strengthen its power. In 1962 the head
of the military General Ne Win led a
coup, took over the government and
abolished the constitution and replaced
it with a military socialistic economic
government which caused a devastating
effect on the country and business. It
was the beginning of the exit of for-
eigners; all the foreign religious orders,
nuns and priests were asked to leave the
schools and churches, businesses were
taken over by the government. I was a
British Subject and left in 1964 and
have not returned.

I want to remember Burma’s best
days.

In 1988 the military disposed Gen-
eral Ne Win’s government and estab-
lished a new ruling junta, calling it the
State Law and Order Restoration, also
known as the dictatorship. They had
elections in 1990 and the Democratic
Party led by Aung San Suu Kyi, (a
Noble Peace Prize winner of 1991, she
is the daughter of Burma’s assassinated
general who was instrumental in ob-
taining the independence of Burma
from the British) won the election, but
the ruling government put her under

house arrest.
The Burmese people were among

the poorest in the world. Life was a
nightmare, child soldiers were treated
as slave workers, the EU, United States
and Canada imposed sanctions for their
human rights violations, including
genocide, child labor and human traf-
ficking. The government had cut itself
off from the world except with China
and news of the country was not attain-
able and had to be smuggled out of the
country. Outgoing and incoming mail
was censored or never received. Ac-
cording to my family who were still in
Burma, food was very expensive, elec-
tricity was available for only two to
three hours a day, generators had to be
used if you could afford it.

When the strong tropical cyclone
Nargis caused the worst natural disaster
recorded in Burma’s history the gov-
ernment refused assistance from the
world. The United Nations interceded
and managed to get the government to
allow some assistance, but according to
my family little or nothing reached the
people. The government set up road
blocks to their own people who were
trying to reach the devastated area with
food and shelter.

Burma after five decades of op-
pressive government finally opened her
doors to the world. Aung San Suu Kyi
was released from house arrest in 2010
and many of the political prisoners
were set free. Burma had another elec-
tion in 2010 and allowed Aung San Suu
Kyi to participate. She won and was
given a seat in parliament. The present
government is using her to mend issues
with the outside world. This is a coun-
try destroyed and is trying to claw its
way back. During my elementary
school days Aung Sun Suu Kyi and I
were school mates and hung out to-
gether.

This short history on Burma can
happen here, maybe not in our time, but
it changes a little at a time and we do
nothing. We do not pay attention until
it is too late. Remember the bedtime
story of Jack and the Beanstalk? The
giant says, “Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum … I smell
the blood of an Englishman.” I fear for
my present country and the direction it
is heading. A flick of a pen can mandate
you to obey a policy. What is it that I
smell? It is election time, do your duty

Please see SENIOR on P. 21

PROPOSITION 30: Vote NO
Proposition 30 will raise California’s com-
bined income and sales tax rates to the
highest in the nation and almost double of
our neighboring States. Brown uses chil-
dren as props in the debate, but schools will
get their required funding no matter what
the Governor says.

PROPOSITION 31: Vote NO
Well intentioned plan to require two year
budgeting and a more thoughtful process
has too many exemptions and loopholes to
be effective. Too complex! How about a
balanced budget amendment instead?

PROPOSITION 32: Vote YES
The undue influence of public employee
unions and corporations on California pub-
lic policy needs to end. This initiative will
require the permission of employees before
their pay can be deducted to fund political
campaigns.

PROPOSITION 33: Vote YES
Appears to solve a problem that isn’t very
widespread. Will allow additional auto in-
surance discounts for those continuously
insured for five years.

PROPOSITION 34: Vote NO
Repeals death penalty – continues practice
of warehousing death row inmates for life,
providing shelter, food and healthcare - takes
the death penalty off of the table forever.

PROPOSITION 35: Vote YES
Another puzzling ballot item. We recom-
mend yes, but don’t view human traffick-

ing as an emerging problem. Nothing
wrong with making a strong statement for
tougher penalties for this offense.

PROPOSITION 36: Vote NO
Liberals have been trying to weaken 3
Strikes since its original passage and this is
an effort to so again. With crime on the rise,
can we really afford to weaken sentencing
laws against felons?

PROPOSITION 37: Vote NO
This is your classic ballot initiative. Sounds
great on the outside, but when you look in-
side, you find opportunities to litigate
against farmers, food processors and re-
tailers. While the goal of labeling
genetically engineered food properly
makes sense, this initiative will ultimately
increase the cost of our food by creating a
litigious environment now where none ex-
ists.

PROPOSITION 38: Vote NO
Another billionaire funded tax to increase
education funding. See our argument
against Proposition 30.

PROPOSITION 39: Vote NO
Raises taxes on out of state businesses
based on their percentage of sales in Cali-
fornia. Will keep business from wanting to
do business here, further reducing our com-
petitiveness against neighboring states.

PROPOSITION 40: Vote NO
A no vote rejects the new boundary lines
for State Senate districts which were drawn
by a partisan redistricting commission.

The Ranchos Independent
RECOMMENDS
A HANDY VOTING GUIDE THAT YOU CAN TAKE WITH

YOU TO THE POLLS ON TUESDAY, NOV. 6
Proposition suggestions are courtesy of the Fresno Lincoln Club

PRESIDENT Mitt Romney
US SENATOR Elizabeth Emken
US REP. 16th Brian Whelan
CA ASSEMBLY 5th Frank Bigelow

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6
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Progress not Perfection

Understanding Why We Were Chosen
By Mike Bailey

Every once in a while something comes
along that I feel a deep desire to share; this
is one of those. The first time I heard this it
was at a time when I truly needed to hear it.
It was at low point in my sobriety. Yes,
being sober even has low points. God new
the exact date and time when I was sup-
posed to read this, hear this and listen. It
reminded me that God had a purpose for
me no matter how dubious or honorable. I
now have a nation that I can reach. That is
our job, is it not? Go to all the nations and
spread the news. Matthew 28:19 “There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” This
letter or article or wherever it came from is
anonymous. Its words are not – they can
speak to everyone one of us.

Till we meet again,
Mike B.

WHY WE WERE CHOSEN

By Anonymous
God in His wisdom selected this group

of men and women to be the purveyors of
His goodness. In selecting those to bring
about this phenomenon He went not to the
proud, the mighty, the famous, nor the bril-
liant. He went, instead, to the humbly and
the unfortunate. He went to the drunkard --
the so-called weakling of the world. He
might well have said to us: "Unto your
weak and feeble hands I have entrusted a
power beyond estimate. To you has been
given that which has been denied the moth-
ers, not even to my priests or ministers have

I given this gift of healing other alcoholics
which I entrust to you. It must be used un-
selfishly. It carries with it grave responsi-
bility. No day can be too long - no effort too
great. It must be used with tolerance for I
have restricted its application to no race, no
creed, and no denomination. Personal crit-
icism you must expect. Lack of apprecia-
tion will be common. Ridicule will be your
lot. Your motives will be misjudged. You
must be prepared for adversity, for what
men call adversity is the ladder you must
ascend rung by rung - toward spiritual per-
fection; and remember, in the exercise of
this power, I shall not exact from you be-
yond your capabilities. You are not selected
because of your exceptional talents.

Be careful anyways, if success attends
your efforts, not to ascribe to personal su-
periority to which you can lay claim only
by virtue of my gift. If I had wanted learned
men to accomplish this mission, the power
would have been entrusted to the physician
and the scientist. If I had wanted eloquent
men there would have been many anxious
for the assignment, for talk is the easiest
used of all the talents which I have en-
dowed mankind. If I had wanted scholarly
men, the world is filled with better-quali-
fied men than you who would be available.
You were selected because you have been
the outcasts of the world and your experi-
ence as drunkards has made (or should
make) you humbly alert to the cries of dis-
tress that come from the lonely hearts of al-
coholics everywhere. Keep ever in mind the
admission you made on the day of profes-
sion in Alcoholics Anonymous - that you
are powerless and that it was only with your
willingness to turn your life and will unto
my keeping that relief came to you."

Heartbreaking THE GLASS MENAGERIE takes student
actors to new depths as they bring classic play to life.

The Liberty High School drama class’ first production of the 2012-2013 season
is the Tennessee Williams masterwork, THE GLASS MENAGERIE, directed by Re-
becca Harp-Sligh and Andrew Toledo. As a unique twist, the Liberty High produc-
tion of THE GLASS MENAGERIE features two separate, full casts providing a
different interpretation of the play each night of its two-night run. THE GLASS
MENAGERIE will open on Friday, Nov. 2 and will continue through Saturday, Nov.
3 at the state-of–the-art Liberty High School Theater. THE GLASS MENAGERIE
will begin both nights at 6:30 p.m.

“I want to challenge these talented students with a play that will not only make
their souls ache but will make them shine,” said Co-director Rebecca Harp-Sligh.

THE GLASS MENAGERIE ticket prices are $5 for everyone, however due to
the mature nature of the play it is not recommended for children. Light refreshments
will be served during intermission.

Liberty High School’s theater is an 11-year-old facility dedicated to bringing the
finest quality theatrical productions to the Madera Ranchos. The theater is located at
12220 Road 36, just east of the administration building. For further information, call
559-645-3500.

Liberty High Drama Matures
With Powerful, Classic New Play

By Christi McKinney
Rigo and Juana Rivas are the proud new owners of

the Ranchos Café and had a Grand Opening on Saturday,
Oct. 20 with free hamburgers, desserts and door prizes.
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce also per-
formed a ribbon cutting ceremony.

Although the Rivas’ are the new owners, Rigo has
been the cook at the Ranchos Café for six years and he has
attended culinary school in Chicago and San Francisco.

“Thank you to the Madera Ranchos community and
a special thank you toVirginia and MervynVick for all the
support,” they said.The Rivas’moved here from San Jose
to raise their four children.

The Chamber also raffled off a vintage Suzuki at the
party. The winner was Luis Delgado of Madera.

Ranchos Café has Grand Opening

Photo Courtesy of Bill Whyman
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of the Valero Station on Avenue 12 Man-
mohan Dhillon reported that, “No cus-
tomers or credit card companies had
reported any problems at his station.”

Many cardholders weren’t aware of the
theft until they received their monthly state-
ment. "We've been able to track down some
of the purchases they've made. They're buy-
ing high dollar items in the Los Angeles
area," said Sheriff Anderson. In this period
of time, those involved in the operation
made off with thousands of dollars’ worth
of merchandise purchased with the stolen
credit card information. Unfortunately,
skimmers don’t just read credit card ac-
count numbers or debit card numbers. They
also have access to social security numbers,

account numbers and addresses that thieves
can use to open up fraudulent credit cards
and bank accounts.

According to the Federal Trade Com-
mission, which reports on consumer com-
plaints, credit card fraud was ranked second
among the highest and most prevalent com-
plaints.

It's difficult to know whether a skim-
mer is in place, but experts warn that crim-
inals usually plant skimming devices
through the front panel of gas pumps.
Skimmers are designed to be put on
quickly and to be removed quickly and for
that reason they’re often put on using dou-
ble-sided tape. Look at the area where you
insert your credit or debit card and if it
looks battered, feels loose or looks like
someone tampered with it or tried to pry it

open, don’t use it. Some gas stations, like
Shell stations, apply a tamper-proof seal
across the opening of the credit card door.
When a door is broken into, the sticker is
lifted revealing the words “VOID” on the
sticker. If you see anything like this, alert
the authorities rather than notifying the at-
tendant. This removes the possibility that
the person on duty may have planted the
skimmer.

Just in case you weren’t already para-
noid anytime you enter a pin number into
any gas pump or ATM, cover it with your
hand. In this day and age when small, in-
conspicuous cameras are everywhere, you
might not realize that a camera is put some-
where designed to read your pin number. If
they have read your personal information
with a skimmer and now they know your

PIN number they may be able to withdraw
funds directly from bank accounts

When in doubt, use cash. While credit
cards lend convenience, if a situation just
doesn’t feel right, go with your instincts
and just use cash. It often saves you money
and it saves you the hassle of disputing a
credit card charge in the future

If you’re worried that your credit in-
formation has been compromised or even
if you’re just curious, every resident of
California is entitled to a free credit report
from each of the three national credit re-
porting agencies once a year. To receive
your free credit report visit the credit re-
porting agency websites at their websites:

www.experian.com
www.equifax.com
www.transunion.com

SKIMMER cont. from P. 2

within the community and our schools.
From Girl Scouts to Christian Club to
coaching soccer and softball, we know
it takes a village to raise a family.

Over the last 22 years, I have
owned my own business, served on two
school boards, and managed five offices
of one of the largest corporations in the
US. I understand what it will take to
lead us through these difficult financial
times.

If the Governor’s tax initiative on
the November ballot does not pass,
GVUSD can expect to lose approxi-
mately $2,000,000 over two years. I am
the only candidate with children in our
schools and I truly understand what the
wrong cuts will do to our children.

If you vote for me, I will work hard
to place the needs of our children first,
support our teachers and serve the
whole community. Together, we can
keep GVUSD schools great.

Sierra View Elementary School, and solar
power installed to stabilize electricity costs
at all sites.

The Ag Program has seen tremendous
growth, which included several acres for a
farm. We are starting an Ag Class that will
introduce industrial arts to the students.

We have made several tough decisions
regarding the restructuring of the DistrictAd-
ministration in order to keep money in the
classrooms.

I am retired from the CHPMCSU, in ad-
dition to having been a truck mechanic,
welder, and a safety and compliance manager
of a trucking company which included all
phases of the business side of that company. I
am currently involved in some farming oper-
ations. I have lived in the district for 34 years,
and been involved with several community
organizations and school district committees.

I look forward to your vote and serving
you on a second term with the GVUSD gov-
erning board.

LEWIS cont. from P. 3 TOOLE cont. from P. 3

The next Meet the Artist event
held at The Coffee Spot will feature
Elaine Blake, an artist and instructor
trained in several genres. Blake
draws, paints, designs and builds
wooden educational puzzles for
children. Her art is not limited to
puzzles, however. The curriculum
she applied while teaching children
through Club Yes after school pro-
gram last year, demonstrated other
skills such as teaching, pencil draw-
ing and watercolor painting. "She is
a very good teacher and a wonder-
ful person,” said Sherril Royse, ed-
ucational programs manager with

Madera County Art Council.
Blake specializes in school-

age child educational puzzles and
crafts and offers her work through
shows and consignments. The
Madera Ranchos resident's work
will be on display at The Coffee
Spot, Nov. 1 through Dec. 14. Sat-
urday workshops are in the plan-
ning stages. The photography of
Jim Quaschnick, owner of All Ac-
tion Shots, will be on display at
The Coffee Spot from Dec. 15
through January. For more infor-
mation, contact Audra Damore at
645-1225.

Ranchos artist
Elaine Blake shows
some of her educa-
tional works of art
that help children
learn.

Next Coffee Spot Artist is Puzzling

and vote. Remember what you ask for
you might get. The senior center will be
open until 3 p.m. to accept your absen-
tee ballots.

The Department of Health comes
periodically to the center for free
checkups. The screenings include: per-
sonal health history review, blood pres-
sure and blood sugar test, nutrition and
health education and low cost blood
tests are available. The health screen-
ings are for 50 and above and for refer-
rals to medical providers and
community services the contact number
is 675-7893 to make an appointment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-
gram is available Monday through Fri-
day at 11:30 a.m. with a suggested price
for 60 years and older of $1.75. Reser-
vations are needed 24 hours in advance
prior to 11 a.m. so remember to call
Joann at 645-4864.

We have a growing exercise pro-
gram being held on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays at 10 a.m. The
participants are getting more than just
exercise by attending. They have fun,
share laughs and meet new friends and
get updates on their fellow members,
and get current news and updates on
what is happening at the Center. There
is room for you. You may attend all
three days or just one or two of them.

On Tuesday at 12:15 p.m. a variety of
cards games are enjoyed. Come and
learn new games. On Thursdays at 6
p.m. we have a great pot luck, with
poker and other great card games.
Check your calendar for daily events
for each day of the week. If you do not
have a copy of the newsletter, stop by
the Senior Center for a copy. Additional
copies are available at the Ranchos
Market, Hurst Hardware and at many
businesses on Ave. 12.

The Farmers Market at the Center
is toning down for the winter, but jams
and jellies are still available. The Bou-
tique has many on the spot needed gift
items.

There are concerns about the priva-
tization of our water system. The Board
of Supervisor voted 3-2 in favor of
going forward to see if it would be fea-
sible for a private company to take
over, even thought statements were
made by the community members to
oppose the takeover by a private com-
pany. The Board of Supervisors was
elected by we the people and not the
private company. Remember that next
election. More to come on this subject.

Snow Trip to Reno Feb. 26 – Feb.
28, 2013. $365 per person. Contact
559-645-4864.

National Parks – Mt. Rushmore and
Yellowstone Park, Air/Bus 10 days, ten-
tatively in June. Contact 559-645-5337.

SENIOR cont. from P. 19

The Madera County EDC is planning its
Economic Summit luncheon for Wednesday,
Oct. 31 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. The
luncheon will be held at the Madera Munic-
ipal Golf Course, 23200 Ave. 17, and the
speakers will be John Stewart, CEO of
Grubb & Ellis /Pearson Realty and Mike

Winn, CEO of the California Building In-
dustryAssociation (CBIA). Stewart will give
an economic forecast and Winn will discuss
the housing industry and key indicators for
growth . Reservations are $30, please contact
or email Lois Grow at lgrow@maderacoun-
tyedc.com or call 559-675-7768.

EDC Economic Summit Coming
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Click on “Local News” at

Paint ing Services - Gerald
Scheff ing & Son Paint ing. 40
years experience. Inter ior & Exte-
rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k U p

F R E E R E C Y C L A B L E S
P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C Y -
C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p o f
a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s ,
i n c l u d i n g p a p e r , p l a s t i c s ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . I f y o u h a v e a n y
q u e s t i o n s b e s u r e t o c a l l
D i a n n a a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 o r
6 4 5 - 1 0 4 8 . F u n d s s u p p o r t
R a n c h o s ’ S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y ,
s c h o o l s a n d 4 H .

Tractor/Trenching Services

B O B C AT W O R K - D R I L L I N G
P O S T H O L E S - Tr e e s - Tr e n c h -
i n g - C l e a n U p . T R A C TO R
W O R K D i s c i n g - R o t o t i l l i n g -
M o w i n g - S c r a p i n g - S t u m p
G r i n d i n g - R o l l - o f f B i n s . C a l l
John at 908-1066 or Neal at 645-
1200 or 285-8211 .

Tractor Work - House Pods, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work

and underground utilities installed. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Classified

SUDOKU

©2012 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r i n g ,
r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s . F a s t
s e r v i c e . N E W A D D R E S S &
P H O N E N U M B E R : 3 6 7 3 3
A v e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d e l s ,
r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s a n d
p a t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6
o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

C h i m n e y S w e e p

P a u l a n d S o n t h e C h i m n e y
S w e e p G u y s - 2 0 y e a r s e x p e -
r i e n c e . W o o d s t o v e i n s e r t s
a n d f i r e p l a c e s . A l s o c l e a n
d r y e r v e n t s . R E M E M B E R
T H I N K S A F E T Y- B U R N
S A F E LY ! C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 0 8 -
9 3 3 2 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n
m i n u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r -
p e t , u p h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t
c l e a n i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e -
g a t e , s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d
R . V. i n t e r i o r s . B B B a n d
G o l d e n Va l l e y C h a m b e r
m e m b e r . C a l l B r u c e t o d a y
f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 -
6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

F o r R e n t

House for rent - 3 Bd/2Bth - Local
schools - Rent $950. Call 706-0301. Agent

Housecleaning

KEEP’N IT CLEAN - Jackie Wha-
ley & Charity Watts. Experienced,
High Quality House Cleaning –
You’ve tried the rest now try the best.
Sweep, mop, dust, vacuum, clean &
sanitize all bathrooms, steam clean
microwave inside, clean all kitchen
surfaces including cabinets. We pay
attention to door surfaces, mirrors
and ceiling fans. Email, keepingit-
clean12@gmail.com or call (425)
508-6135.

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, responsible,
honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Housecleaning - Get ready for the
Holidays! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559-
645-0308 or Staci at 559-458-
3248.

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0 y e a r s
o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d .
F r a n k K r a m e r E x t e r i o r s . L i c .
# 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

T O A D V E R T I S E
T O D AY

C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

T h e R a n c h o s
I n d e p e n d e n t

c l a s s i f i e d r a t e s
a r e crazy c h e a p .
O n l y $ 1 0 f o r e a c h

2 5 w o r d s .



Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 10/12

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 10/12
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DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!
Call me for information regarding Short Sales

Short Sale vs. Foreclosure
Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608

liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com
Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

10/12
LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 10

/1
2

a
Ranchos Resident

since 1985 Real Estate is coming back ...
are YOU ready?

Tom Williams • 675-5917
Century 21 M&M and Assoc. • cell: 244-9695 • Twilliams@c21mm.com

If you’ve been waiting to list your home, NOW is
the time. We have more buyers than sellers and
interest rates are at record lows.

“I specialize in short sales, finding lenders for
fixing credit and am a Ranchos resident.”

After retiring from law enforcement, I’m STILL here to serve you • Realtor Lic. #01920188

10
/1

2
10

/1
2

To Advertise
in the
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645-0634call

mum thereby maximizing its profits with
impunity.”

On March 27, 2012, the Board of Su-
pervisors contracted with consulting firm
Gershman, Brickner & Bratton, Inc. to
perform a business needs assessment, de-
velop a scope of work to be sent out to bid,
and solicit/select a new contractor(s) to as-
sume responsibility for the various opera-
tions. Madera County’s Grand Jury
recommended that the county terminate
the contract with Texas-based Waste Con-
nections. Waste Connections is estimated
to be the country’s third largest disposal
service. The Board of Supervisors later

voted to end the county's Waste Connec-
tions contracts. Calls for Madera County
Supervisor Frank Bigelow’s office for
comment have not been returned.

After putting out a request for proposal
and reviewing several bids the Board of Su-
pervisors awarded the new contract to Red
Rock Environmental of Fresno, a subsidiary
of Fresno-based Caglia Environmental. Red
Rock will handle hauling services under a
10,000 foot elevation, operate the landfill,
the Materials Recovery Facility and North
Fork trash transfer station.

The lawsuit that was originally filed
in Madera County earlier this year by the
County was granted a change of venue and
the lawsuit was refiled in Fresno County.

The biggest challenge the new vendor
has is that they’re starting from scratch.
They don’t even have a customer list so they
don’t know what type of service each resi-
dent wants, whether it’s a commercial bin or
pickup from one’s own trash cans. They are
faced with building their own new database
for each and every customer in Madera
County. “I just ask that residents be patient
and rest assured that Red Rock Environ-
mental will be doing everything we can to
make the transition as smooth as possible,"
Caglia said. Red Rock is asking for every-
one’s assistance by either calling their office
toll free at 855-665-7300 to provide your
name, address and answer a few simple
questions as to what type of service you
want. Or you can go online at www.cagli-
aenvironmental.com, select the “Start Serv-
ice” link and answer the same questions.

You can also view pricing on this website.
In general, residents North of Avenue 12

are located in Zone 3 as are residents located
East of Road 36. Residents South of Avenue
12 and West of Road 36 are located in Zone
2. All of Red Rock’s prices are less than what
we have been paying. They will be billing all
customers quarterly in advance.

As you can imagine, Red Rock’s phone
has been ringing off the hook. They are
working to call everyone back but Davis
wants to assure everyone, “The important
thing is to put your trash out on the day trash
is normally picked up and we will pick it up.
However, if possible, please save your yard
waste a week or so until we catch up.” 

A number of employees from Madera
Disposal have already been hired by Red
Rock Environmental and they are still hir-
ing. Please visit their website for informa-
tion on employment opportunities
www.redrockenvironmental.com.

TRASH cont. from P. 2

RED ROCK cont. from P. 2



repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Click on “Local News” at 

VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management
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ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Team Program

• Kinder Gym

• Tumble Tots

• Adult Boot Camp

• Birthday Parties

• Open Gym

• Field Trips

• Cheer

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

559-447-1609

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@comcast.net    

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

Now & Again
Thrift & Gift Shop

3377118844    AAvvee..  1122    ##110044

664455--00001133

Come find your treasures

(next to Pizza Factory)

Wed & Fri 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thu 12:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. / Sat 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

closed Sunday - Monday - Tuesday

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call



Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You're eager to Ram headfirst into that new project. But before
you do, find out why some of your colleagues might not appear to be as gung-ho about it as you are.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) All that dedicated hard work you've been putting in pays off
better than you expected. So go ahead, reward yourself with something befitting a beauty-loving
Bovine.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) It's a good time to take on that new challenge. And if your self-
confidence is sagging, instead of telling yourself why you can't do it, list all the reasons why you can.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) This is one time when you might want to put some distance
between you and the job at hand. It will give you a better perspective on what you've done and still
need to do.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Resist that occasional lapse into Leonine laziness that sometimes
overtakes the Big Cat. Don't cut corners. Do the job right at this time, or you might have to redo it
later.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) You know how you like to do things. And that's
fine. But watch that you don't impose your methods on others. A current financial crunch soon eases.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Someone might try to take advantage of your
generosity. But before your sensitivity toward others overwhelms your good sense, check his or her
story out carefully.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your strong Scorpian sense of fairness lets you
see all sides of a dispute. Continue to remain impartial as you help each person work through his or
her particular grievance.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Trust your keen Sagittarian insight to
help you see through an offer that might not be all it claims. A closer look could reveal disturbing
elements.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) With the Goat exhibiting a more dominant
aspect these days, you could find it easier to make your case in front of even the most skeptical
audience.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Take things nice and easy as you continue to build
up your energy reserves for a big change that's coming with the full Hunter's Moon on Oct. 29.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Recent news from someone you trust could help you
make an important decision. Also, be prepared to confront an upcoming change in a personal situation.

(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

You can be firm in your own views, but also
flexible enough to welcome the views of others.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock
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• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC
559-840-0519

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634
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Click on “Local News” at

1. ART: Where is the world-famous Prado
museum located?
2. ANATOMY: Where are muscles known
as triceps found in the body?
3. ADVERTISEMENTS: What breakfast
cereal did Sonny the Cuckoo Bird
promote?
4. NATURAL WORLD: Where would
stalagmites be found in a natural cave
formation?
5. GEOGRAPHY: Where was the ancient
city of Persepolis located?
6. SCIENCE: What was the first elementary
particle to be discovered?
7. MUSIC: What is the national anthem of
Canada?
8. COMPUTERS: What does the acronym
DOS stand for?
9. FAMOUS QUOTES: Who once said, "I
worked my way up from nothing to a state
of extreme poverty."
10. LANGUAGE: What is an atelier?

1.Madrid,Spain
2.Upperarm
3.CocoaPuffs
4.Thecone-shapeddepositsrisefromthe
floorofacave
5.Modern-dayIran(formerlyPersia)
6.Theelectron
7."OCanada"
8.DiskOperatingSystem
9.GrouchoMarx
10.Artist'sstudio

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Interested in working
onwater problems?
Come to the next
SEMCUMeeting!

Weare seeking theCommunity’s help and
involvement in all Community issues. Come
to our next meeting and have your voice
heard!

SEMCU REGULAR MEETING
Monday, November 19 at 6:30 p.m. • Ranchos Pizza Factory

Water Problems Persist in Southeast Madera County

10
/1

2


