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The House of Representatives passed the
“Madera Water Supply Enhancement Act” on
Monday, Oct. 22. The Amendment to H.R.
1855 was authored by San Joaquin Valley
Congressman George Radanovich with
strong support from Congressman Jim Costa.
The water bill authorizes the Secretary of the
Interior to enter into a
cooperative agree-
ment through the
Bureau of
Reclamation with the
Madera Irrigation
District (MID) for the
support of the final
design and construc-
tion of the Madera
Water Supply
Enhancement Project.
The legislation
authorizes the federal
government to pay 25
percent of the projected $90 million cost of
the project, or $22.5 million.

The Madera Water Supply Enhancement
Project is a groundwater bank on the 13,646
acre Madera Ranch. The project is owned,
operated, and maintained by MID. MID will
plan, design, and construct recharge, recov-
ery, and delivery systems able to store up to

250,000 acre feet of water and recover up to
55,000 acre feet of water per year.

In a statement Congressman
Radanovich said, “High quality, reliable
water storage like the Madera Water Bank
Project, is one of the best tools California can
use to fight our impending water crisis. I

appreciate the hard
work and dedication
of the MID board and
hope to soon see this
bill become law.”

Senator Dianne
Feinstein is support-
ing similar legislation
in the U. S. Senate.

Other strong
supporters of the
Madera Water Supply
Enhancement Project
include the Madera
County Board of

Supervisors, the Madera City Council, the
Chowchilla City Council, Congressman
George Radanovich, Congressman Jim
Costa, Senator Dave Cogdill, Senator Jeff
Denham, Senator Dean Florez,
Assemblymembers Juan Arambula,
Cathleen Galgiani, Nicole Parra, and Mike
Villines, among others.

Madera County Water Bank Bill
Passes in Congress, Moves to Senate

A Flu Vaccine Clinic is being offered in the Ranchos for persons 12 years of age
and older and will be administered on the following days:

• November 1, 2007 in Liberty High School Health Office from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30
p.m.  There is a charge of $13.  Only 100 vaccines are available on this day. 

• November 6, 2007 at Liberty High School Parking Lot from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
This is a drive-through flu clinic.  Flu vaccines will be given as you sit in your car!
Drive-through Clinic is free; donations accepted.

FREE Flu Shots Coming to Ranchos

But What’s it Gonna’ Look Like?

Tax Bill: Confused?

In 1999 we passed Measure G and agreed to a maximum of $99 per each $100,000 of assessed value, but the money isn’t dispersed in one lump sum. Just like the kids
with their birthday money, a little is given out at a time and creates the “Series” that you see here. The first money withdrawn was Series A followed by Series B and so on.

In 2005, the 1999 Measure G Bond Series A and B were refinanced at a lower rate and dropped what we owed. 

We went back to the trough for the 1999 money two more times and received Series C and Series D. You will note that these two combined with the original amount
equal  $87.70 per $100,000 of assessed value, still $11.30 under what we agreed to.

In 2006 we passed Measure S and agreed to a second bond that would not exceed $60 per $100,000 of assessed value. Our first dispersement of Measure S money
came in 2007 and was called Series A and was charged at a rate of $58.76 per $100,000. 

Combined, Measures G and S would be limited to a total of no more than $159 per $100,000 of assessed value. At present, when the 2006 Measure S charge of $58.76
is added to the 1999 Measure G Bond payments of $87.70, the total outlay on your tax bill is $146.46 per $100,000, $12.54 less than the maximum $159 approved by the
voters (us!).

With the arrival of the latest tax bill in everyone’s mailbox, a cry of confusion has gone up in the com-
munity. “I only voted for two bond measures, not four!” is the most heard complaint. Here’s how to read
the bond measures on your tax bill:

{

“High quality, reliable water
storage like the Madera Water
Bank Project, is one of the best
tools California can use to fight
our impending water crisis. I
appreciate the hard work and dedi-
cation of the MID board and hope
to soon see this bill become law.”

- Congressman George  Radanovich
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By Randy Bailey

At 3 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 27, Chuck
Norred pulled into the driveway of his
home at Karen and Ave. 16 1/2 in the
Bonnadelle Ranchos and almost immedi-
ately knew something wasn’t right. He
checked in the garage and discovered that
the door that led from the garage into the
house had been jimmied open with some-
thing sharp, like a screwdriver or strong
knife. He entered the house and found no
one there, but the telltale signs of a burgla-
ry greeted him at every turn. He rushed into
the bedroom and his worst fears were real-
ized: the guns were gone.

But these weren’t regular guns. Chuck
and Marcia Norred are active Civil War
Recreationists. They teach school children
about the lessons learned when a nation
divided and pitted brother against brother
almost 150 years ago. The guns taken were
old fashioned single-action and ball-and-
cap style pistols that you would see in a
cowboy movie. Surely only an unsophisti-
cated criminal would take them, Norred rea-
soned.

Norred called the Madera County
Sheriff’s Department and a deputy came
out, assessed the situation, wrote up a report
and left a business card with his name and
the case number with Norred.

Shortly thereafter, Marcia Norred
arrived home. Chuck was trying to give her
all the information he had but he was a little
rattled and was only providing limited
information. As Marcia inspected the house
she discovered that her jewelry box had
been ransacked. Her heart sunk when she
realized that, among other items, a locket
that had belonged to her great aunt contain-
ing a picture of the aunt and great uncle in
his WWI uniform was also gone. Its irre-
placibility overcame her.

The Norreds had a suspicion who the
culprit might be. A 16-year-old neighbor-
hood boy who had been kicked out of
school and was regularly shuffled back and
forth between divorced parents had been at
the center of similar events in the neighbor-
hood. They were sure if someone would
approach the boy or go to his house, the
stolen goods could be found.

Needing more information, Marcia
called the Sheriff’s office and requested that
the deputy return to answer her burning
questions, which he politely did. She told
the officer about the boy and he assured her
he would follow up on the lead. 

After the deputy left, something
strange occurred to Marcia. The deputy did-
n’t dust for fingerprints or make an itemized
list of their stolen items. A little bit later the

deputy called the Norreds back and said he
stopped by the boy’s house and knocked,
but no one answered the door.

That was the last time the Norreds
heard from the deputy.

A Funny Feeling
Both Marcia and Chuck had a feeling

that whoever had broken into their home
wasn’t done. Other items were left sitting
out as if to be picked up by someone who
had possibly just run out of time.

Chuck decided that he would stay
home from work on Friday, Sept. 28 and see
what happened. He parked his pickup on
the back part of the property where it was-
n’t visible from Karen or 16 1/2 and went
into the computer room.

And waited.
As Norred sat at the computer he heard

the same doorknob leading from the garage
into the house being turned.

It was happening again.
Norred got up and stood face-to-face

with the neighborhood juvenile about
whom he and Marcia had told the deputy.
The boy was dressed in an oversized trench-
coat and wearing gloves and Norred wres-
tled with the intruder but was only able to
grab handfuls of quickly escaping trench-
coat. As he fled the house with Norred in
hot pursuit, other neighbors joined in the
chase as the young man disappeared into
the orange orchards. Multiple 911 calls
were made and Sheriff’s deputies ultimate-
ly found the suspect and booked him into
custody at Juvenile Hall. Norred made a
positive identification of the young man,
another business card with another case
number was handed out and that was the
last the Norreds heard. 

Amazingly, the address of the suspect
was not searched for any of the stolen items.

“I felt abandoned and unprotected by
the Sheriff’s Office,” Marcia Norred said.

Something in Common
Erik Ward is a neighbor of the Norreds

who shares something in common with
them: his truck was broken into and all indi-
cations are that it’s the same kid who did it.

“I asked some of the other kids in the
neighborhood and they said he was boasting
about it,” Ward said.

When Ward called the Sheriff’s office,
it was 180 degrees different from the story
the Norreds tell.

“The deputy came out and dusted
everything for prints and then took an item-
ized list of everything that was missing,”
Ward said.

“That’s not uncommon,” said Erica
Stuart, Public Information Officer for the

Madera County Sheriff’s Department. “It’s
usually up to the deputy’s discretion about
fingerprints.” Stuart said that certain surface
like chrome, glass, or in Ward’s case, the
flat door of a truck, lend themselves to be
“dusted.” As to why it wasn’t done at the
Norred’s home, Stuart said that since that
was an on-going investigation she was not
at liberty to discuss the case.

On Thursday, Oct. 18, there was a hear-
ing for the suspect in Madera County
Juvenile Court and all indications are that
the judge is going to go forward with a trial.
The Norreds are relieved that at least one
suspected criminal is off the streets of the
Ranchos, but they are still uneasy by what
they see as a lack of protection for the peo-
ple of the Ranchos. 

Drugs and Gunfire
Just three days later, and less than 2

miles away from the Norred’s home, a
house on Avenue 15 near Road 37 exploded
to life at 1 o’clock in the morning when
neighbors reported hearing gunfire coming
from inside the house. When Sheriff’s
deputies arrived on the scene they found
two people inside the house and a car driv-
ing away at a high rate of speed.

Although no people were shot, the inte-
rior of the house was reported to have been
riddled with bullet holes. As deputies exam-
ined the scene, the tell-tale signs of drug
activity set off red flags for the deputies.
There were signs in the detached garage
that it had been used as an indoor location
for growing and processing marijuana. A
search of the premesis turned up approxi-
mately 150 marijuana branches covered in
large buds. “We’re not sure how much they
had there or how much of it made its way
into the local community,” Stuart said.

The two people who live in the house
are renting the property from an out-of-
town landlord. Both Amy Bui, 30, and Jay
Sombath Khunphixay, 30, were arrested
and booked into the Madera County
Department of Corrections on charges of
cultivation, conspiracy and possession for
sale.

The have both posted bail at $50,000
each and are back on the street.

The fast exiting car was chased toward
Friant where driver Wilson Khounvixay, 21,
ended the chase by crashing his car. After he
was treated for his injuries at a local hospi-
tal, Khounvixay was booked as well on
charges of evading the police.

He posted his bail of $25,000 and is
back on the street.

A fourth suspect was discovered in
Fresno and is suspected of being the shoot-
er. Sarom Sao, 51, was charged with con-

spiracy, burglary and robbery and his bail
was set at $100,000.

He has posted bail and is back on the
streets.

A Problem?
“At present there are 58 deputies for

Madera County,” Erica Stuart said. “And
there are 11 vacancies right now.”

Fully staffed, that’s 69 deputies to
cover 2,136 square miles, or one deputy for
every 30 square miles of Madera County. 

But not so fast ...
Not all of the 58 current deputies are

out on patrol. A percentage of deputies
serve as bailiffs in Madera County courts.
Another group belongs to MADNET,
Madera County’s Narcotic Enforcement
Team, and there’s the gang task force. And
remember, the Sheriff’s department is
divided between the Valley floor and the
mountains. By the time you get done with
the new math, there are approximately 3 to
4 deputies on patrol with one sergeant and
one lieutenant to cover the entire valley
floor at any given time for Madera County.

The Ranchos has a Sheriff’s Sub-
Station located at the Maywood Center. The
only problem is there is usually no one there.

“A sub-station will usually have a
Community Service Officer, but there won’t
be any deputies assigned to it,” Stuart said.
“Their job is to be out on patrol, not sitting
behind a desk.”

A sub-station functions almost exclu-
sively as a PR device for the Sheriff’s
Department. The CSO can’t respond to any
calls in the Ranchos and if you go to the
sub-station to report a crime - providing you
can find someone there - they will in turn
relay the call to the dispatch center in
Madera, the same as you could have done
from home with your phone.

Is There an Answer?
What’s the solution? More

deputies cost more money. If the
Sheriff ’s Department filled all of its
11 available vacancies right now
today, after you divide those 11 by
two for the Valley floor and mountain
patrols, then divide those five each
into three shifts, by the time we’re
done, 11 new hires equals one new
officer on the street at any given time.

It may be time for the Ranchos to
seriously consider the formation of a
Community Service District to pro-
vide police services for our area. The
Sheriff ’s Department is unquestion-
ably stretched very thin and the ques-
tion Ranchos residents must face is:
What if it’s my house next time?

Protection in the Ranchos: Tempest in a Teapot or a Ticking Timebomb?
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Editorial

By Randy Bailey

Here’s an interesting little news article
from the Oct. 13 edition of World Net Daily:

“‘Mom and Dad’ as well as ‘husband
and wife’ effectively have been banned from
California schools under a bill signed by
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who with his
signature also ordered public schools to
allow boys to use girls restrooms and locker
rooms, and vice versa, if they choose.”

Randy Thomasson, president of
Campaign for Children and Families, was
quoted in the same article as saying, “Arnold
Schwarzenegger has delivered young chil-
dren into the hands of those who will intro-
duce them to alternative sexual lifestyles.
This means children as young as five years
old will be mentally molested in school class-
rooms.”

Thomasson states that, “... now on a
banned list will be any text, reference or
teaching aid that portrays marriage as only
between a man and woman, materials that
say people are born male or female (and not
in-between), sources that fail to include a
variety of transsexual, bisexual and homo-
sexual historical figures, and sex education
materials that fail to offer the option of sex
changes. 

“Further, homecoming kings now can
be either male or female - as can homecom-
ing queens - and students, whether male or
female, must be allowed to use the restroom
and locker room corresponding to the sex

with which they choose to identify.”
Have we lost our minds? What is at

work here?
SB777 is the law the governor signed

and its purpose is to basically ban anything
in public schools that could be interpreted as
negative toward homosexuality, bisexuality
and other alternative lifestyle choices. You
will note that it doesn’t have to actually be
negative, but only have the possibility of
being interpreted that way. And the best
part? Someone else gets to do the interpret-
ing. It reminds me of the first time I shot
craps in Las Vegas. After asking how you
play, the stickman leaned forward and said,
“Put your money on the table - we’ll tell you
if you’ve won.”

Great legal minds (no oxymoron there)
conclude that the terms “mom and dad” or
“husband and wife” could promote discrim-
ination against homosexuals if a same-sex
couple is not also featured.

Another signed bit of legislature,
AB394, says basically the same thing and
provides the means by which a parent could
be convicted of harassment if he or she
makes the mistake of saying that marriage is
only for a man and a woman in the presence
of a lesbian teacher. Again, not necessarily
for saying it to the teacher, but merely vocal-
izing it in her presence. Thomasson said fur-
ther that, “Astudent who believes people are
born either male or female could be report-
ed as a ‘harasser’ by a male teacher who
chooses to wear women’s clothes.”

The source of infection appears to start
at the top of California’s education system.
In the same article, World Net Daily report-
ed that California Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Jack O'Connell, “... has used his
state position and taxpayer-funded sta-
tionery to praise a ‘gay’ pride event used in
the past to expose children to sexually
explicit activities.”

We’re not just talking “celebrating
diversity” here. World Net Daily quotes
Priscilla Schreiber, president of the
Grossmont Unified High School District
governing board, as saying, “I am outraged
that a person in this high-ranking elected
position would advocate an event where
diversity is not just being celebrated but
where pornography and indecent exposure
is being perpetrated on the young and inno-
cent children of our communities.”

I know ... it can’t happen here. Problem
is, forces above and beyond the District
Office on Avenue 12 want it to happen here
and there may be nothing Sarah and our
Board can do to stop it. We’ll see.

“Mom and Dad” Kicked Out of School

W e  m u s t  r e j e c t  t h e
i d e a  t h a t  e v e ry

t i m e  a  l aw ' s
b r o k e n ,  s o c i e -

t y  i s  g u i l t y
r a t h e r  t h a n

t h e  l aw -
b r e a k e r .  I t  i s

t i m e  t o
r e s t o r e  t h e

A m e r i c a n  p r e -
c e p t  t h a t

e a ch  i n d i v i d -
u a l  i s  a c c o u n t -

a b l e  f o r  h i s
a c t i o n s .

The

Ray  Gun
S h o o t i n g  S t r a i g h t

t o  t h e  H e a r t
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RONALD REAGAN
saying more in one quote

than others say in a lifetime



This has been a busy month at the Dog House. I
had lots of reports and receipts to dig through, but have
been finding some interesting and disturbing things.

Resource Management Agency Fees for services
The RMA fee increases went down in flames at the Board meeting Tuesday.

It was a bit like walking up to a bee hive and shoving a hot poker into it. Paying
more for anything hurts but I am afraid I have to fight for both sides on this one.
Fees are needed to make the RMA self supporting. 

Let’s say I build a house or create a subdivision and I pay the required
extortion (FEES). Am I done with it? Not really. I’m getting off a little easer on
the fees today but for as long as I live in this County I will be subsidizing every
home or subdivision that comes along out of (You guessed it) the general fund. 

I am tired of the hidden costs of government. Put it on the table! 
At the same time, increases need to be realistic but the fees schedule pro-

posed was not realistic. You can't have a “one size fits all” fee. Complicated
projects cost more than basic ones. 

I asked that question of RMA.
I was told it would take too much time to keep track of hours for each proj-

ect so they came up with an “average cost.” In Dog language, it goes like this …
Let’s say I had an auto repair shop and I had four customers. Customer #1

needs a tune-up (old system price $200). Customer #2 needs an engine rebuild
(old system price $3,000). Customer #3 hit a post with his Honda Civic while
doing 10 mph (old system repair cost $800). Customer #4 hit a gas station
canopy with his $400,000 motor home (old system repair cost $200,000). But I
am getting tired of keeping track of my hours and parts so let's use the new
RMA average cost system:

Average cost for an engine repair = $1,600.
Average cost for a collision repair = $200,800.
Look how much time and money I would save on book keeping. 
Fire Mitigation Fees
This is one tough bone.
The only way to find out how the money was spent is to dig through boxes

of invoices. Some are stacked away in a warehouse. It will be awhile before we
see the end of this one, however, I did discover something that concerns me.
The 2000/2001 fiscal year records show $63,916.93 for
Buildings/Improvement. Fire Department records show  $20,050.17 was spent
on Station 12 in Oakhurst. The problem is no improvements were done at that
station. 

I went by the new Indian Lakes Station (Station 8) to see what we got for
over a million dollars. The station is not what I would call high quality work,

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Please see DOG on P. 10

October 2007 Page 5

Get a flu shot! Get a flu shot! That seems to be the mantra these days. I’ve always been
50/50 with the flu: some years I get it, some years I don’t. Last year I got my first flu shot
in 51 years and didn’t get the flu (then again, I didn’t catch the flu in approximately 26 of
those last 51 years either ... go figure). I’m going on about this because even if you want to
get a flu shot there’s the hassle of having to go to the doctor’s office, there’s the cost
involved, there’s the outlay of time, etc., etc., etc. Well, worry no more. There’s going to be
a Flu Vaccine Clinic offered in the Ranchos on
November 1 and 6. It’s for people 12 years of age and
older and will be broken down as follows: On
Thursday, November 1, there will be 100 vaccines
available at the Liberty High Health Office from
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and there will be a charge of
$13. HOWEVER, on Tuesday, November 6, there
will be a special drive-through clinic offered at
Liberty High in the school parking lot from 10
a.m. to 11 a.m.  They will actually give you
your flu vaccine while you sit in your car! The
best part? It’s FREE, although donations will
be cheerfully accepted.

The stories of good people in the Ranchos doing good
things for others would fill volumes, and this story is no different. A
local woman discovered a needy local family (mom and dad and EIGHT children)
who had never experienced a Christmas with all of the presents on Christmas morning. She
has decided to do something about that and is wondering if anyone else out in the Ranchos
who has been blessed in the last year and might have a little extra would be willing to share
with a family that has so little. I’m not sure if she’s looking for clothes or food or just a
bunch of toys for some eager children, but she’d love to hear from you. Her name is

Kathleen and her number is 645-5188. Who said you had to put on a
red suit and a beard to bring some Christmas joy to
a bunch of kids?

Speaking of doing something for the communi-
ty, two local high school girls are doing just that.
Lauren Avila and Rachael Wingert are Girl Scouts from
Troop 970 here in the Ranchos who are in the process of
trying to achieve the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest
honor a Girl Scout can achieve (similar to the Boy Scout
Eagle Scout Award). They have to do a project that makes
a “lasting change on the community” and they’ve come up
with an “Emergency Preparedness for Seniors” kit that will

provide area seniors with information and tools to be better prepared in an emergency.
They’re trying to raise enough money for 100 Red Cross Ready-to-Go emergency prepared-

ness kits at $39.95 each that will then be distributed at the Senior Center, complete with a semi-
nar put on by the American Red Cross on planning for an emergency. They’re abou halfway there
and any help you could offer would be greatly appreciated. You can contact the girls individually
- Rachael at 645-7809 or Lauren at 645-4160 - or you can mail a donation to: Girl Scout Troop
970, 36722 Franklin Ave., Madera, CA 93636.

After the Donovan Tessmer tragedy back in July, many people have been looking for ways
to honor his memory. The Shawver family, led by matriarch Rosemary Shawver, has come up
with a novel idea. On Saturday, October 27 at 2 p.m., they are going to put on a “Fashion Show
for Jesus” whose proceeds will all go toward the design and landscaping of a memorial for
Donovan. The fashion show is going to be held at the Star Force Dance Studios at 37193
Ave. 12 #3F at 2 p.m. There’s no charge to attend and of course
donations will be accepted.

There’s an organization called the Native
Daughters of the Golden West, Parlor 187, that
does good work here in the Valley. On Tuesday,
November 13 at 10 a.m., they are going to present
thousands of bottle tabs to the Ronald McDonald
House located by the Valley Children's Hospital.
The Hospital will then use the tabs  to help parents
who have children in the Hospital to remain at the
Ronald McDonald House, free. How can you beat
that? For more info on the NDGW (who happen to be
looking for new members),  call Karen Fini at 431-7646 or Nadine Marsh at 227-8512.

Random Notes

10/07

Do You Like to Write?

TThhee  RRaanncchhooss  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  is
looking for a few good men
and women to write for
the best little paper in
the Central San Joaquin
Valley.

the best little paper in
the Central San Joaquin
Valley.

How Inquiring is
Your Mind?

call 645-0634
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Dear Editor:

We would like to thank the community
for braving the rain and coming out once
again to make our annual Webster School
Carnival a great success.  A great big thank
you goes out to the Sheriff’s Explorers and
their leaders for all of their help, as well as all
of our student, staff, parent and other group
volunteers.

Once again, thank you community for all
of your support with our carnival and our
many other fundraisers throughout the school
year.

Webster Parent Teacher Club
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

The Liberty Ranchos Softball League
Board Members, Parents, Coaches and
Players would like to greatly thank the follow-
ing recreational softball sponsors for their
generous contribution to our league. Because
of these sponsors, approximately 180 young
ladies were able to play recreational softball in
2007. Of those 180 young ladies, 37 were
chosen to play on three All-Star travel teams
(10U, 12U, 14U) representing our communi-
ty. The 10U team made it to the Jr. Olympics
in San Diego and the 14U team made it to the
West Coast National in Stockton.

Without these sponsors, none of this
would have been possible.

2007 Sponsors
Homerun Sponsors

Law Office of Melanie J. Aldridge
Granville Homes

Team and League Sponsors
A.L.S. Concrete
Ahart Benefit Insurance Services
Auto Mart.com/Cox Auto Trader

Bandy & Associates
Bradley & Sons
Clark’s Performance
Continental Custom Homes
Continental Realty
Creative Kids Center
Earthscapes
Genesis Services
Golden Valley Grape Juice & Wine LLC
HayesCo Inc.
Jerry Eddings Realtors
Maintenance Connection
McDonald’s Corporation
Midland Tractor Co
Nancy Fuller Children University
Pearson’s Berenda Creek Ranch
Power Transmission Equipment
Pump It Up of Fresno-Madera
Ranchos Auto Repair
Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics
Ranchos Mortgage
Ranchos Pizza Factory
Schafer Metal Stake
Schoettler Tire
Superstition Builders

The Liberty Ranchos Softball League
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor,

Hello, our names are Rachael Wingert
and Lauren Avila and we are Girl Scouts from
Troop 970 here in the Ranchos.  We are Sierra
View graduates and currently Seniors at Sierra
High School.  We have been Girl Scouts for
11 years!

We are in the process of achieving the
Girl Scout Gold Award. The Gold Award is
the highest honor a Girl Scout can achieve,
similar to the Boy Scout Eagle Scout Award.
To achieve this award we must make a lasting
change in our community.  The project we've
selected is "Emergency Preparedness for

Seniors."  We want to aid the seniors in our
area by providing them with information and
tools to become better prepared for an emer-
gency.

Our goal is to raise enough funds to pur-
chase 100 Red Cross Ready-to-Go emer-
gency preparedness kits.  The kits are the basis
of our project.  They contain a blanket, a flash-
light with batteries, a small radio, a basic first
aid kit, some food and water, etc., basically
everything one person would need to sustain
him or herself for about three days, all pack-
aged in a red canvas bag.

The cost for each kit is approximately
$40.  We are planning to distribute the kits this
fall at the Senior Center here in the Ranchos.
When we've raised enough funds for the kits,
the American Red Cross has committed to
come to the event and give small seminars to
the seniors on planning for an emergency.
They will also talk about preparing an evacu-
ation plan and who to contact in the event of
an emergency. While this event is targeting
the senior community, anyone is welcome to
attend the seminars.  We all need to be better
prepared for an emergency!

We are certain that our project will be of
great benefit to the Ranchos and we are ask-
ing for the community's involvement. With 40
percent of our goal achieved, we are having
trouble finding sponsors to help us reach our
final goal of 100 kits. Any help would be
greatly appreciated.  Remember, donations to
the Girl Scouts are tax deductible.  We will
also have a sponsor list that will be provided
with each kit; listing all of the contributors that
helped make our project a success!

Please contact Rachael at 645-7809 or
Lauren at 645-4160 if you have any questions
or want to make a donation. If you would like
to mail your donation, please address it to:

Girl Scout Troop 970
36722 Franklin Ave.
Madera, CA 93636

Thank you for your support!

Rachael Wingert & Lauren Avila
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

Schizophrenia is a powerful word. but I
have concern about the question. Your written
words communicated information of frustra-
tion with people, identifying them as having
mental disorder characterized by indifference,
being withdrawn, and having the apparent
perception of sight and sounds that are not
actually present concerning the impacts on the
gateway Village Development Plan.

Since you were present at the meting of
the Board of Supervisors, I was also present,

prepared to present ongoing public concern
about Highway 41 and Avenue 12 traffic
exchange, Avenue 12 Limited Freeway, not
planned for in Gateway's model community
plan. The plan suggests that the freeway will
not pass through Gateway development.
Traffic congestion will have to be routed in
such a manner as to not restrict flow and cause
environmental safety issues for Gateway and
The Ranchos. Road construction will need to
start soon. As Gateway develops it will cause
serious safety issues with increased traffic
congestion through Gateway at Avenue 12
until the Avenue 12 Freeway is opened for
traffic. I can see major trouble in the near
future for Gateway Village if the progress by
the Board approval is stalled and does not
progress with construction within the next
year 2008.

The Environmental impact and the
details involved in the planning for Avenue 12
Freeway are not yet completed for submittal
to the Board according to Resource
Management Agency Director, Ray Beach's
comments at the microphone, in response to
the Board’s request for more information and
my concern. I did not see you after the meet-
ing interviewing Ray about detail traffic plan-
ning and when we could expect Board
approval. Ray assured me that his staff of
planners are interested in public participation
and extended an invitation to participate at
their planning meetings, but I had to be
advised as to when the meetings would be
conducted and be on their mailing list.

And now the rest of the saga. There is
more editing. "Water, roads, traffic, pollution,
impacts on schools, blah, blah. blah.'' Where
was this thinking process going? This sen-
tence is incomplete. It has negative connota-
tion, subjective emotional expressions and is
not worthy of opinion.

“... during the public commentary section

Letters

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you.

Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93638

or
FAX 645-4002

or
ranchosnews@theranchos.com

Please see LETTERS on P. 13
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Harvest Carnival & Bookfair

When: October 25, 2007
Where: The Lighthouse Christian Fellowship
Time: 6-8:30 p.m.

Food, Fun, Games,
Prizes, 20 ft. Slide,
Rock Climbing
Wall and so
much candy
your bags will
overflow!!!

Come shop at our

Scholastic Bookfair

October 22 - October 26

On the co
rner
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5
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The Bookshelf

By Ellen Mester

October is National Reading Group Month. This would be a perfect time for any-
one who is interested in getting a book club started to get some friends together to talk
about books. You could start with a mystery theme or romance or young adult theme. If
you would like to meet at the library or need help getting started just contact me at the
library.

Teen Read Week! was October 14-20. There are so many good Young Adult (YA)
books out these days, I encourage all teens to take a break and read something enlight-
ening or fun. In fact, any teen caught reading at Liberty High School during that week
got a prize and a chance for a $50 raffle gift, according to Liberty Librarian Melanie
Lewis. Here at the Ranchos Library we gave out free skate tickets at Madera Skate to
any Ranchos teen (13-18) who checked out a book. 

The Friends of the Ranchos Library are having a membership drive through
December. We need to start planning for Flatlanders and other fundraisers for the library.
If you are a supporter of the Ranchos Library please consider becoming a member of the
Friends. We meet the first Thursday of every month at 7 p.m. 

New Library Planning Committee Update
The NLPC is an ad hoc committee of the Friends of the Ranchos Library. It was

formed one year ago in response to the announcement made by Frank Bigelow that
Madera County was looking into building a permanent structure for the Ranchos
Library. Since that time, there have been several meetings with land owners about pos-
sible land that could be donated for the site. There have also been meetings with local
and state officials in regard to grants, bonds and other means of financing this endeav-
or. Discussions with the Chamber of Commerce about combining the library with a
community center are taking place. Progress has been made in that information has been
gathered, relationships established and public awareness has been raised. Do we know
when, where, or how a new library will be built? Not yet. But we are looking toward the
future and we see a new library there. Come to our meetings on the third Wednesday of
each month, at 7 p.m. at the library and be a part of this.

Parents: bring your small children to Monday Story Time at 11 a.m. with Mrs.
Anderson. This is a wonderful free opportunity for little ones to learn about the library
while enjoying a story read by a retired first grade teacher who has been our Story Time
reader for over 15 years.

Book Recommendations
Young Adult Fiction: How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff. Imagine being 15 years old,

struggling to deal with your new wicked step-mother, anorexia and then being sent to
England to live with your deceased mother’s relatives just
as war is breaking out around the world. Not WWII but a
war in today’s world where the British have gone to war in
a foreign country leaving their own totally unprotected.
Suddenly an unnamed country invades and seizes control.
Looking at occupation from a teen’s perspective where
suddenly there is no cell phone service or internet and
watching as conditions worsen to no electricity and food
and water being rationed, Daisy finds herself in this
beautiful rural English home with terrific cousins, no
adults and no chance of getting back to New York. It
starts as an adventure and quickly becomes a living
nightmare. There is no real interest on the teens to find
out who the enemy is or why they have taken over. It
just boils down to survival, which they do quite well
until they are separated. Then the horrors of war
engulf them and their innocent youth falls by the wayside. There are
many issues in this book that are covered including eating disorders, incest, violence –
not anything that you haven’t seen on T.V. but parents may want to read it first and then
discuss it with their teen. It’s a fast and furious read that makes you think and ask ques-
tions.

Adult Non-fiction: The Diabetes Lifestyle Book by
Jennifer A. Gregg, Glenn M. Callaghan and Steven C. Hayes.
If you have diabetes or a family member or friend has, you’ll
find this book very helpful. It is much more than a medical
self-help book, although the first part discusses the disease
in simple terms and includes parts of the body that are most
affected. Then it switches gears and talks about determin-
ing your personal values and using them as a compass to
guide you to a healthier, happier lifestyle. Common barri-
ers are discussed with practical solutions to avoid or to
leap over those barriers. The goal is to take control of
your disease by changing your lifestyle and thereby pos-

Best Time to Start a Book Club is During National Reading Group Month

October 2007 Page 7

Please see BOOKS on P. 10
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Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE 
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation within 50 miles,

durable urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits and state tax.

Everything one needs for a direct,
simple cremation.

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

$ 1499.89
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Creating meaningful funerals 
that celebrate life

OUR

CREMATIO
N

PRIC
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 M
ADERA“Rockin’ Hawks” Hot Rod the Ranchos

Just part of the hundreds who turned out on Saturday, Oct. 13 for the Ranchos Youth Cheer’s
first Classic Car Show, held at the Maywood Center in the Ranchos.

A purple and white 1956 Chevy Bel Air looks completely at home in the parking lot behind
Cat’s Diner. Seventy cars were entered and awards were handed out for everything from best paint
to Cheerleader’s Choice. 

Just in case the Beach Boys showed up there was an authentic Ford “Woody” wagon on hand.
In addition to the cars, there were crafts, food and vendor booths, as well as a DJ spinning hot
stacks of hot wax providing a blast from the past.

Show organizers were quite pleased with the turnout and response from the crowd. When
asked if this could become an annual event, sponsors said they hoped so.

All money raised from the event went to the Ranchos Youth Cheer Program which teaches
young girls the highly competitive discipline of cheerleading. The girls from RYF were the 2007
USA Jr. National Show Cheer Champs and events like this car show helps raise money to cover
some of the costs associated with competitive cheering.
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The  Olde  Cowboy

Lic. #463756 10/07

In Heating
& Cooling

Sheet Metal
1800 Howard Rd. • Madera

674-2774
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SHOWROOM
14586 Highway 41
Madera, CA 93636

(4 miles North
of Children’s Hospital)

License #865511

AVE 15

NAVE 14 1/2

HERNDON

CGM

Eight months have come and gone
since she departed this world, her last muf-
fled and labored “uh --- ah, uh – ah”
breaths further and further apart until none
were left, except for a final gasp when she
lifted her head slightly from the pillow of
the hospice bed, looked at me one more
time with those brown eyes that I knew so
well and then slumped back and passed,
leaving 31 years of memories that contin-
ue to haunt my life like an old picture
show.

For a year and more she concealed
from me – as well as her sister and broth-
er, son and long-time friends – the most
tragic line that one can utter to a loved
one: “Woody, I have cancer.”

As we walked slowly to the car the
following chill and dreary winter morn to
consult with her doctor, she held tightly to
my arm, brown eyes filled with tears, and
I became engulfed with recollections of a
hundred and more nights during the past
two years when, and so unlike her, she sat
quietly in her blue chair across the living
room, a yet unworked crossword puzzle
on her lap and a far-away look on her pale
face. It was only then that I began to real-
ize why she appeared to have become dis-
tant toward me, as well as oblivious to
many of the things that we had been doing
in our 31 years ¬– dancing, laughing, par-
tying, traveling, visiting friends and more
recently, morning Starbucks rituals.

Pat was one who dearly loved to ram-
ble, and with me at her side, ramble we
did.

And by now I understood her reluc-
tance to let me to touch the left breast as
we lay abed; and often I would awaken in
the last hours before dawn to find her sit-
ting up and crying softly so she would not
disturb me.

Her doctor, after examination of the
breast, reached for the telephone and
called the Cancer Center, then wrote the
name of a doctor on a slip of paper.

"He'll see you this morning," she said,
ever so softly.

His diagnosis was fourth stage cancer.
"I cannot cure you," he said, handing

her a tissue to cry in and placing a reassur-
ing arm around her, "but I'll do everything
to give you the best quality of life medical-
ly possible."

Early in the evening of Feb. 16 this
year the hospice where she spent her last
fading hours phoned the house and the
caller told me: "I'm sorry, but her time has
come."

We stood around the bedside listening
to her gasps and I kissed her gently on the
forehead.

Already her skin was cool and I knew
that in a blink of an eye she would be
gone, and it left me empty. What would I
do now? How could I go on without her?
It wasn't meant to be this way.

I was 19 years older and it was gener-
ally conceded that I would go first and her
sister, Janet, with whom she was so close,
likely would move in with her.

With her gone I was like the man
without a country, living in a yesterday
cocoon, and awakening during seemingly
endless nights after she passed and still
hear her muffled cry: ''Woody, please help
me," and bury my head in the pillow that
by morning would be damp. And on occa-
sion, after dusk had closed in our neigh-
borhood, from my chair across the room
I'd catch a sudden vision of her working a
crossword puzzle, holding Lady Bug kitty
on her lap or laughing at something I said,
and I would bolt from the house and walk
aimlessly deep into the night.

"I don't want to talk about it," I told
relatives and friends when they called or
asked if they could come by, admitting
entrance to the house to only my precious
daughters, so steadfast in their love, help,
support and daily calls and visits.

"This too will pass," well-meaning
friends and acquaintances advised, "and
it'll be time to start a new life."

But then how were they to know that
Pat was my life, and the door to yesterday
would not stay closed nor the one that led
to tomorrow open?

EPILOGUE
But I have not said goodbye to Pat,

nor will I.
Her ashes are in a box in son Craig's

house up the freeway where they will
remain until I join her and together we
embark upon the sea for the eternal jour-
ney to forever.

by Woody Laughnan

ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOWS

NEW WINDOW COVERINGS

MIRROR

SHOWER DOOR

SOLAR SCREENS

CALIFORNIA GLASS & MIRROR
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Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair

10
/0

7

CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent Place your ad TODAY at 645-0634

sibly avoiding taking any medication at all. Many border-
line diabetics are able to control their blood sugar
through diet and exercise, but it takes courage and will-
power. This book offers information as well as inspira-
tion.

Juvenile Picture Book: One Halloween Night by
Mark Teague. Wendell, Floyd and Mona’s plans for
Halloween trick-or-treating seem to be jinxed with
costume problems, tricks rather than treats and scary
witches chasing them into a cemetery. The kids find
some hidden talents they never knew they had and
end the night on a triumphant note. Beautiful illustra-
tions and a great holiday read-aloud.

Check out these books and more at the library and remember your library card:
Don’t leave home without it!

BOOKS cont. from P. 7
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but looks pretty nice. Then I looked
closer. The vehicle exhaust system con-
sists of a big fan in the end wall that
you have to turn on manually. Can you
say “Mickey Mouse”?

I would worry that this “state of the
art” system would suck all of the heat
out of the building in the winter, but,
no worries. There is no heat in the
garage. (And yes it does freeze in
Coarsegold.)

Also we paid for a three-bay garage,
but lost one because someone added a
handicapped ramp and a wall at the last
minute. There is no hose rack to wash
and dry fire hoses (A necessity. They are
too expensive to be disposable.) There is
no fence around the property, no land-
scaping and no curbs. The emergency
generator isn't even hooked to the
Barracks/Kitchen. When the power goes
out, the only thing it will power will be
the radio and office lights. 

The one bright spot I did see is that
they will never have a problem with their
leach lines backing up, because they
were installed just a few feet from a 16-
inch culvert that runs under the road.
That should divert any seepage or over-
flow to our local streams. 

Poor planning and execution aside, I
have no idea how we spent that much
money and only get what I saw. 

Oh, then there is the equipment.
Truck 8 is a 16-year-old, 75-foot

ladder truck from back east somewhere.
It has seen better days. “New” Engine 8
is really “old” Engine 3. It is an 11-year-
old engine with more than 174,000 hard
miles on it, and oh, it caught on fire. But
with a new paint job, presto, it is now
“new” engine 8. I would like to know
who figured out that little magic trick.

Dangerous Fire Stations
Last report I mentioned Dangerous

Fire Stations. Neither Station 9 in
Rolling Hills or 19 in the Ranchos has a
system to keep exhaust gas out of the
living/sleeping quarters. When our fire-
fighters go into a burning building they
are required to wear a Self Contained
Breathing Apparatus to protect them,
BUT every time they start the fire
engine it fills the garage and their
attached living/sleeping quarters with
dangerous exhaust fumes. After any call
in the middle of the night, they walk
into the bedroom with their eyes burn-
ing from the exhaust fumes, get into
bed, pull the covers over their heads
and try to get some sleep before the
next call comes in. I know. I worked
many shifts at those stations before I
retired. 

Special Districts
Hearings are being scheduled for

rate increases in the special maintenance
districts. I hear the phone lines to the
County are burning up with people that
don't want to pay what it costs to provide
the service.

Tough.
I have to balance my checkbook or

I don’t eat. So do they. I shouldn’t have
to pay $3,000 to fix my broken well
then turn around and pay taxes to fix
someone else’s repair costs out of the
general fund. It is wrong, and oh yes,
also illegal. I don’t have to do it and
neither do you. If you want to make a
phone call, call the board of supervi-
sors and insist special districts pay
their own way, just like the rest of us.
Millions of dollars have been taken
from the general fund, illegally, to prop
up bad book keeping. We will talk
about how that can be paid back in
another dog report.

Remember, keeping government
open, keeps government honest. It is my
responsibility, and yours … stay
informed. Get involved.

DOG cont. from P. 5
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VALLEY FEED
presents

CERTIFIEDWEEDFREE!

AVAILABLE IN 50 LB. BAGS AND 250 LB. BARRELS

VALLEY FEED 674-6735
121 N. GATEWAY • MADERA
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AVAILABLE

NOW!

Stable Mix Products

Performance Stable Mix
Senior Stable Mix • Get Go
Stable Mix • Stable Mate

TM

TM TM

TM TM

Corral Mix - Specially designed ruminant feed for cattle, goats and sheepTM

CALL
FOR

PRICES!

ESTABLISHED 1982

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

10/07 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

Land  Surveying
&  Engineering  Services

Boundary Surveys • Elevation Certificates
GPS Surveys • Grading & Drainage Plans

Topographic Surveys • Map Preparation
A.L.T.A. Surveys • Subdivision Design

Forensic Surveys • Roadway Design
Construction Staking 

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

The Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
I can’t believe it is time for

Halloween already.  Thanksgiving and
Christmas can’t be far behind.  As we
head into the winter
months there are
many things hap-
pening at all Golden
Valley Schools.  I
will start with our
two elementary
schools.

I visited both
Sierra View and
Webster Elementary
schools with
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Koligian and her
team.  Each school
has its teachers
working together to
increase student
learning in a posi-
tive way.  Sierra
View is eligible for the California
Distinguished School Award this year.
Webster has already received the
California Distinguished School Award.
Sierra View had the first Movie Night for
their community on Oct. 5 and a jog-a-
thon on Oct. 12.  There is never a dull
moment at Sierra View.

Webster is looking forward to Red
Ribbon Week, the end of the first
trimester on Nov. 3 and the Winter Music
program on Dec.
13.  Webster’s
Carnival had a great
community turn out
even in the rain on
Friday, Oct. 12.
The teachers and
administrators at
both schools are
modeling skills and
using strategies dur-
ing the teaching
day.  Strong princi-
pals help teachers
do their best work
with students.  I was
impressed with the work that is going on
at both schools. Keep up the good work!

Both Ranchos Middle School and
Liberty High School have sent out a 6-
week progress report to parents.  Both
schools have tutoring for students who
need a little extra help in the core classes

of Math and English.  Liberty is trying
something different this year and is hav-
ing tutoring in the morning before their
regular classes on Wednesday and
Thursday mornings.  Both schools are
using benchmarks to measure student
progress.

The sports pro-
grams at both
schools never stop.
There are so many
things going on all
at the same time that
I have a hard time
keeping up with all
of them.

This is not
about school but it
will affect all of us
that live in the
Madera Ranchos.
How do you see our
area?  Are we just a
bedroom communi-
ty for people who
live here and work
someplace else or

do you see us as a little village with its
own personality?  Is it a place to shop, go
to a restaurant, go to church, a place for
children to go to school, a place where
senior adults can go to socialize and play
cards with friends and neighbors?  At the
last Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce meeting Ray Beach, from
Madera County Resource Management
Agency, said that he wants “us” – the peo-
ple who live here – to tell him what our

vision for the
Madera Ranchos
business area is.  So
what are we?  When
we put together
Golden Valley
Unified School
District we were
asked that same
question.  In fact we
were told that we
were flying the
Golden Valley
Unified plane while
we were still build-
ing it and we needed

to decide what we wanted to be when we
grew up.  Now Mr. Beach is asking the
same question.  He said that the Madera
Ranchos is a pristine strip mall now and
can be developed into a cohesive village

Please see STOCK on P. 23

At the last Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce meeting
Ray Beach, from Madera County
Resource Management Agency,
said that he wants “us” – the peo-
ple who live here – to tell him what
our vision for the Madera Ranchos
business area is.

So what are we?  

How do you see our area?
Are we just a bedroom communi-
ty for people who live here and
work someplace else or do you
see us as a little village with its
own personality?  Is it a place to
shop, go to a restaurant, go to
church, a place for children to go
to school, a place where senior
adults can go to socialize and
play cards with friends and
neighbors?

Keeping Busy with Schools, Community
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Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

CHRISTMAS IS COMING …
and so is our Christmas Boutique to

be held at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center at 37330 Berkshire Drive from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,
Nov. 23 and 24, and then on Saturdays
Dec. 1, 8 and 15. We will have home-
made jellies, pickles, bake goods, can-
dies, Christmas breads, tote bags, many
Christmas decorative items and much,
much more for you to see and enjoy.
Please plan ahead and come in to see our
first Christmas Boutique.

WATCH FOR A PARASITIC VINE!
The California Department of Food &
Agriculture, in cooperation with our local
County Agricultural Commissioner, is
asking for our help in locating a parasitic
vine that could be quite devastating to our
trees and shrubs if it
gets started in our
area. The Japanese
Dodder is a non-
native plant and has
been described as
looking like a twist-
ing yellow-to-
orange piece of
spaghetti and grows
aggressively, often
overgrowing entire
plants or trees. It
kills its host plant
by robbing it of food and water. This
plant can be spread by birds, animals or
by human activities such as pruning and
disposal of infested plant material. If you
have seen this, please call 1-800-491-
1899.

Speaking of trees, now is the best
time of the year to plant a tree or two in
your front, back, side yard or a big one
way out back. Our next monthly sale will
be held on Nov. 3, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. We
have many trees but be here early so you
can pick the one or two best suited to
your needs. Also, the Treasure House has
many, many items to check out.
Remember, what is one person’s discard
is another person’s treasure.

Now for the sales held in the main
building. The bake sale has been doing
well and it also will have many items
such as peanut brittle, cookies, cakes,
breads and maybe even a pie or two. The
produce still has some items even though
summer has past. There are a few cook-
books left and they are $12 each. Many

boutique items are displayed on the
shelves. Come in and see the necklaces,
earrings, paintings, antique china items,
etc.

We don’t want you to forget us dur-
ing the week so remember the plant, pro-
duce and boutique sections are available
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m., Tuesdays from 6 to 9 p.m. and
Thursday evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

If you are new to the area, lonely or
just lost a spouse, we welcome you to
come to see us. We are here for you.
Many of our members have surely expe-
rienced your same situation.

THE UP SIDE
“He who walks with the wise, grows

wise.”

Approximately 17 travelers left on
Tuesday, Oct. 9 and flew to the East

Coast then boarded
a bus for their fall
colors adventure.
They visited New
York, Boston,
Quebec, Montreal,
Toronto, Niagara
Falls, Washington,
D.C. and
Pennsylvania. They
returned home on
Oct. 22. Joann is
our travel planner
so if you are inter-

ested in joining the group in future trips
come in and see what we have coming
next. You need NOT be a member to par-
ticipate in our trips. For more information
or if interested in the next trip, call Joann
at 645-4864. A Panama Canal cruise is in
the planning for April 14 – 28. A flight to
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. will be made and
then board the ship with stops in Jamaica
and Cartagena, Columbia, then through
the locks of the canal and exiting into the
Pacific Ocean. There will; be dockings in
Costa Rica, three in Mexico – namely
Huatulco, Acapulco and Cabo San Lucas
– and then on to San Francisco to disem-
bark. This is really a spectacular cruise.
For more information call Joann at 645-
4864 or come in for a flyer. Again, you
need NOT be a member to participate in
this cruise.

Have you seen Cobb’s cornfield
maze? A good fun trip for Halloween.
Oh, to be a kid again!

Be on the Lookout for Creepy Vine

Please see SENIORS on P. 22

To Advertise Call
645-0634

Medicare Seminar
Wednesday, November 7 at 11 a.m.

Call Cindy Vail, License #OE81172
559-674-5450

www.HMCareAssured.com

Affordable Medicare Coverage
That Meets YOUR Needs

Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center • 37330 Berkshire

Independent agent for The Chesapeake Life Insurance Company 

TTY/TTD: 1-800-216-1307. Hours: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7-days-a-week. HealthMarkets Care Assured is underwritten by
The Chesapeake Life Insurance Company. HealthMarkets Care Assured is a Medicare approved Private Fee-for-Service Plan. A
Medicare Advantage Private Fee-for-Service Plan works differently than a Medicare supplement plan. Your doctor or hospital must
agree to accept the plan’s terms and conditions prior to providing healthcare services to you, with the exception of emergencies. If
your doctor or hospital does not agree to accept our payment terms and conditions, they may not provide healthcare services to you,
except in emergencies. Providers can find the plan’s terms and conditions on our website at: www.HMCareAssured.com.
CMS APPROVAL 7/24/2007 H78_MM_NA_E_4005A_0_ALL

If you’re unavailable to attend, please call Cindy
at 674-5450 for your personal appointment.
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FREE
FAMILY ROOM CARPET CLEANING

GET YOUR HOUSE READY FOR

THANKSGIVING
559-676-0760
W/PURCHASE OF WHOLE HOUSE CLEANING

PINNACLE CARPET CARE
appointments must be made by 10-31-07 10-07

It s all about the flavor!
T I C O ’ S   P L A C E

9525  SommervilleDr. #101 • Fresno

FINE
COLOMBIAN & MEXICAN

CUISINE

434-6616

50% OFF
41
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Buy one Mexican combination plate and get
the second one of equal or lesser value at

One discount per person.
Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Weekdays only.

,

The Japanese Dodder is a non-
native plant and has been
described as looking like a twisting
yellow-to-orange piece of spaghet-
ti and grows aggressively, often
overgrowing entire plants or trees.
It kills its host plant by robbing it of
food and water.



of the meeting here, ‘they’ come - their mut-
tering as they walked up to the microphone.
We couldn't do this because it would increase
traffic on Avenue 12.” Your perception of
what you saw has negative connotation, the
group having the responsible for the action
presented was unidentified and were
addressed as “they,” selective hearing and
subjective expression about what was actually
presented did not add value to the opinion.

“This mutterer was concerned about the
impact that a Castle and Cooke development
would have on traffic on Avenue 12.” I was the
only person who stepped up to the microphone
when the Chairman opened for comment from
the public. Since your disrespect for others car-
ried over to the word you used, mutterer, sin-

gular defined my thought process triggered
you mean me. I did not mutter from the second
row, first seat, next to the west wall, among the
others who represented Gateway. I approached
the microphone and expressed valid vital
information I think was important concerning
the planning details for road and traffic on
Highway 41 and Avenue 12 exchange, known
as Avenue 12 Limited Freeway, affecting
Gateway and the Ranchos. This editorial did
not present clearly the facts and has insulted
other people with lack of care and friendliness
that wins trust and faith. I trust you want to be
respected, however, you must want to change
and then work for it. Good fortune to you in
your challenges.

J. Norman Wilkins
Madera Ranchos
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NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #526211

10/07

645-4113
Lic. #273099

• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 10
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7

Frank Kramer Exteriors

Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME
with TEX•COTE instead of paint

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!
NOW OFFERING

• lifetime warranty
on accidental
breakage

• labor
• materials

MILGARD
Vinyl Windows

LETTERS cont. from P. 6

The Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos is a
service club collectively united by local com-
munity members looking to volunteer their
time and resources to enhance the lives of
children in their local community, as well as
worldwide. We help sponsor many service
projects throughout the world, but we pay
special attention to our local community
schools and children by holding fund raisers
and sponsoring, or co-sponsoring events,
such as: Liberty Under the Stars, Firefighter’s
Dinner, Firefighter Run, College Run and
Cross the River Run, along with Flatlander’s
Parade. All of the money raised from these
events go right back to the children and/or the
community. We are proud of that fact and we
feel honored to be able to provide our servic-
es.

Through our hard work, we would like
to recognize a few individuals. The Ranchos
Kiwanis club is very proud to announce sev-
eral awards that were presented to deserving
members in the club. Vice President John
Herrera was awarded the Distinguished
Service Award. This award is given to a
Kiwanian who has gone the extra mile for
Kiwanis, either through exceptional commit-
tee work or service performance.  President,
Pam Glueck, was honored by the board of
directors, who voted unanimously 

to present her the prestigious William A.
Dunlap Fellowship.  This award is given to a
Kiwanian who has demonstrated exceptional
service to the Kiwanis, by supporting the
efforts of the Kiwanis club in serving children
and families of their community. The last
award was giving to our treasurer, Charisse
Stindt, who was awarded the Kiwanis
International Foundation Tablet of Honor.
This award was authorized in 1965 as a
means to honor individuals, Kiwanis clubs,
divisions, districts, or organizations that have
exemplified dedicated service to Kiwanis,

their club, or community. Charisse Stindt will
also be honored each year at a special
Kiwanis International convention reception,
and her name has been added to the Tablet of
Honor electronic accolade at the Kiwanis
International Office. Charisse joins an elite
group of Kiwanians; this recognition has only
been giving to a handful of members in the
entire district which spans over all of Madera
and Fresno counties.

On to other news: One of our largest
fund raisers was started just five years ago, in
2002. The club thought it would be a great
idea to start a scholarship fund for Liberty
High’s graduating seniors, in the form of a tal-
ent show, called Liberty Under the Stars. In
that short time we have raised nearly
$10,000! We had judges who lent their
expertise this year and they were: Connie
Clendenan – Valley Teen Ranch, Emilie
Cobb – Cobb Ranch, Debbie Farr – Fire
Station 19 Event Coordinator, Hal Parks –
Pizza Factory, and Shirley Tickel – Ranchos
Hills Seniors. This is an event in which the
whole community took part. There were 13
wonderful acts, along with an outstanding
performance from Break the Barriers that
started off the evening with an outstanding
martial arts presentation under black lights.
We are always very impressed with all the tal-
ent found here in the Ranchos.

Of course, none of our endeavors would
be a success without your support, and for this
we thank you and look forward to your con-
tinued support and additional projects.

Talking about additional projects:
Trunk or Treat, Oct 31 @ Ranchos

Market
We will be giving out magnetic immu-

nization cards & candy!
Electronic Recycling Nov. 10 & 11 @

Ranchos Market, from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Until next month …

KIWANIS
KORNER
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Golden Valley Martial Arts

Bully-Proof your kids and get in
the Best Shape of your life.

Learn: Seieido, Taekwondo, Mixed Martial 
Arts, Jujitsu, Self-Defense against
Multiple Opponents, 
Weapon Disarms.

Attend as many classes as you want for no extra charge.
We require NO Contracts. There are NO Testing fees.

Private Lessons Available!

“The Self-Defense School”
Call for details!

Parents!
Train with your children.
Ask about our special Family Rates.

Contact Master Johnson 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com
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STUDENT POPULATION IS LIMITED! CALL NOW!

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

37398 Berkshire Drive
Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

A Division of Pitre Electric, Inc.

Phone (559) 645-5680
Fax (559) 645-5681

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sun 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

SHOP: Plumbing • Electrical • Pipe Threading • Paint
Welding Supplies • Giftware • Tools • Lawn/Garden • Lumber

10/07

By David Johnson

New research suggests simple
techniques that give more structure to
a child’s day can offer a non-drug
alternative to help the youngest suffer-
ers of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD). Research shows
that although parents know it’s normal
for children to be hyperactive, impul-
sive and have problems paying atten-
tion, they also understand that some
children are too hyperactive, too
impulsive and too inattentive. These
children can exhibit the hallmark
ADHD symptoms even at a very young
age. Preschool, by the way, is a very
important period of time in the devel-
opment of these particular children.
Because research shows that ADHD
can carry long term risks such as diffi-
culty in school and social skill devel-
opment, it would make sense to inter-
vene as early as possible. After all,
current estimates show that up to 4 per-
cent of school-age children are thought
to have ADHD. One precaution howev-
er, must be stressed: Don’t jump too
quickly to the conclusion that just
because your child seems to be unruly,
that he or she must have ADHD. There
could be many other reasons for this
behavior. Remember, to be diagnosed
with ADHD, a child must display
extreme symptoms when compared
with youngsters of the same age. A
recent five-year study, paid for by the
National Institutes of Health, provided
a range of behavioral-only therapies to
135 preschoolers with severe ADHD.
After a year, aggression and other
problem behaviors had dropped, and
learning improved by about 30 percent.

Other Things You Can Do
• Educate yourself about ADHD and

your child's education rights. 
• Build positive relationships with

your child's teachers and other school
personnel. 

• Communicate openly and frequent-
ly with school officials, teachers, your

child and your child’s doctor. 
• Work with your child to control

symptoms as much as possible. This
includes using medication and/or behav-
ior management techniques as recom-
mended by your child’s doctor. 

• Keep records. Medical evaluations,
behavior counseling and previous school
records are all helpful when developing
educational programs for your child.

So what’s the secret? 
1. Consistent rules and routines!

(MARTIAL ARTS)
2. More praise for good behavior

than punishment for bad. (MARTIAL
ARTS) 

3. Children with ADHD learned
more through repeated practice than
through observing social cues like other
youngsters. (MARTIAL ARTS)

4. Channel extra energy to avert
misbehavior. (MARTIAL ARTS)

5. Reserve stronger punishments
for worst cases, and try a reward system
like “Belt Promotions” where children
gain or lose a privilege based upon their
behavior. (MARTIAL ARTS)

A parent recently said to me,
“Starting early really made a difference.
Now he strives for that positive recog-
nition."

Conclusion
ADHD?
MARTIAL ARTS!
Any Questions?

Master Johnson is a world recog-
nized security and self-defense expert
specializing in executive protection,
hand-to-hand, multiple opponents, and
weapon disarms. He is listed in the
“Who is Who” in Martial Arts and was
named “Master Instructor of the Year”
1996 by the World Martial Arts Hall of
Fame. He is the owner of Golden Valley
Martial Arts, Tactical Training
International, Dave Johnson Real
Estate, and operates the World’s only
online self-defense and Black Belt
training course at www.masterjohn-
son.com. He can be contacted at
info@masterjohnson.com.

Non-drug Solution for ADHD
Safe & Sound

James “Alex” Lee of Golden Valley Martial Arts has brought home more
gold by winning a Gold and Silver medal during international competition in
Long Beach. His total medal count for his first competition season stands at
ten. GVMA students together have won nearly 100 medals in their very first
competition season and are looking forward to 2008 competitions with great
excitement. 

Student Captures More GOLD!



By Randy Bailey

When it comes to veterans of the United States military, there’s one Ranchos resi-
dent who says it best: “We want you to know we appreciate you; anyone who puts on a
uniform deserves our honor and respect.”

The speaker of those words knows about being a U.S. veteran. In 1997, Viet Nam-
era veteran Jerry Payne was selected as United States Veteran of the Year, and since then
he has created an organization similar to the USO in its ability to provide top-notch enter-
tainment for military personnel around the world.

“I used to produce shows for the USO in the late 90s,” Payne said. It was then that
he got the idea for the creation of the United States Entertainment Force with his friend,
session guitarist wizard and former member of Steely Dan and the Doobie Brothers, Jeff
“Skunk” Baxter. Their idea was to create an entertainment company that could indeed put
on shows for active military, but could also be a force for good, “... by using the power
of entertainment to go out and help fallen soldiers or homeless veterans.” That step out-
side of specific shows solely for the military is what separates Payne’s USEF from the
USO. His “mission statement” for the USEF states: The United States Entertainment
Force is a foundation created to better serve military organizations for the purpose of pro-
viding entertainment for the men and women of our armed forces, regardless of where in
the world they are deployed.” He then elaborates by stating that beyond that core mis-
sion is the objective to go beyond the military and defense industry to produce benefit
concerts and special events for other worthwhile charitable organizations. “It’s about
reaching out to the members of our
armed forces, but it’s more,” he
said.

The USEF in its present incar-
nation almost didn’t happen. Payne
had a bad experience back in 1997
involving a Memorial Day misun-
derstanding with a General that
caused a lot of hard work and
preparation to go by the wayside.
As a result of that experience he got
out of producing shows for several
years. But the War on Terror made
him rethink his position. “Never
before in history has there been a
greater need for an organization like
the USEF,” Payne said. Payne fig-
ures that since the War on Terror is a global conflict, it’s important that we don’t neglect
our men and women in uniform, and organizing artists, managers, agents, publicists,
celebrities and industry executives is the best way to keep morale and spirits high.

As a form of recognition, the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce has asked Payne
to light the Community Christmas Tree on Friday, Nov. 30 at Maywood Center at
Maywood and Avenue 12. The VA Hospital is the recipient of gifts gathered by the event.
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To Advertise 
Call 

645-0634

TREES, SHRUBS & FLOWERS

NEXT TO HURST’S HARDWARE

Great Prices & We Deliver

John Finley • 974-2117
37398 Berkshire Drive • Madera Ranchos

CM&N Nursery

10/07

10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

37 Years 

Experience
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U.S. Military “Veteran of the Year”
Calls the Madera Ranchos Home

Ranchos resident Jerry Payne answering questions about his newest passion, the United
States Entertainment Force, which he has created to increase entertainment options for U.S.
troops around the world.

Jerry Payne riding in a parade in 1997 courtesy of
Veterans Foundation, Inc. and being recognized as
Veteran of the Year 
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Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made
aprons available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic -
yet functional - styling

with your choice of
material on each side.

Two aprons for the
price of one!

To order today
call 208-855-0830

or
build your own at

The Unisex Adjustable

only

30$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)
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The Wash Day©
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit  the  Ranchos’  own  Website.
Get  fully  downloadable  back  issues  of  

the  Ranchos  Independent  (beginning  with  April  2006).  
Learn  how  you  can  add  your

Ranchos-aarea  business  to  this  site!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
10/07
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The Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT INSAY YOU SAW IT IN
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Your complete source for game room accessories, including: Jukeboxes, Pinball Machines, Stand up & Sit
down Arcade Games, Shufflebowlers, Electronic Dart Boards, Pool Tables, Neon Signs & Clocks, Ruckus

Rods & Kustom Signs and Nostalgic Game Room Goodies

Sales  -  Service  -  Renntals  -  Leasinng  -  Repair
ON  THE  WEB  @  WWW.GAMEROOMBOYS.COMWWW.GAMEROOMBOYS.COM

37193 Ave. 12 #3H, Madera, CA 93636 (559) 645-4147 or (559) 439-6460
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By Sarah Koligian

I recently hosted the first of many
Superintendent Parent Meetings, titled “Coffee
with Superintendent Koligian”.  I was pleased
to meet many new faces in our school commu-
nity.  Some of the parents were new to Golden
Valley schools and some were veteran parents
in the district.  Regardless of how long we have
been parents of school-aged children, there are
always questions that we may have on how to
best meet our children’s needs.  We also know
that if you have more than one child, that each
one of them is a unique individual with distinc-
tive personality traits, gifts and talents.  Once
we think we have it all figured out, we may be
proven wrong the next time we try to apply our
traditional parenting skills to our next child.
What does this mean to us as parents?  It
means that we build and teach the foundation
of moral and ethical values we have as parents.
Due to the individual nature of each child, we
might need to “differentiate” our parenting
skills to best need the needs of each child, very
similar to what a teacher does within the class-
room when she finds that students may need
alternative learning strategies and support to
help them understand new concepts.  Parents
are definitely our children’s first teacher and
schools are most successful when they can
partner with our parents to continue to teach
our children all that they need to learn within
the school setting.

Recently, State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Jack O’Connell, published a to-do
list of suggestions for parents that can be used
to help develop good learning habits at school
and at home.  As a parent, these ideas may be
a refresher for you or they may be new ideas;
either way, please know that our teachers, sup-
port staff and administrators are always willing
to meet with parents to review how to best
engage each child in the school setting.
Hopefully these suggestions will help your
child throughout the school year so that learn-
ing will feel more like an adventure rather than
a challenge.

• Teach your child to become a life-long
learner:  Model the love of learning by talking
to your child about the interesting things you
learn each day.  Show excitement about what
your children are learning in school.  Apositive
attitude toward learning opens up minds to the
possibilities of learning.

• Read to your children often:  A child
who has a passion for reading can explore the
world through books.  Reading also improves
writing skills.

• Be a partner with your child’s teacher:
Get to know your child’s teacher early in the
year and learn what is expected of your child at
school.  Support your child’s teacher by check-
ing homework, knowing when assignments
are due and asking questions of the teacher to
make sure your child is on track and on sched-
ule.  Golden Valley parents can use the PAMS
online monitoring system to check your child’s
attendance and grades at
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us and click on Student
and Parent Information link.

• Incorporate learning into daily tasks:
Include your child in tasks of budgeting and
using math when making purchases.  Read
recipes and measure ingredients together.  Talk
to your child about how things grow in the
yard, how electricity makes appliances work
or how much energy is used in your home.

• Make sure your child is well rested:
Students who are well rested do better in
school.  Set a consistent bedtime.

• Provide healthy meals, especially break-
fast:  Breakfasts high in sugar cause students to
run out of energy halfway through the morn-
ing.  Protein will give your children the energy

they need to help them focus.
• Establish a special place and time for

homework:   A quiet, well-lit area in the home
dedicated solely to homework will help your
children concentrate on their work.  Plan a con-
sistent time for homework every day. 

• Find ways to help your child’s school:  If
possible, spend time at your children’s school.
Even if you cannot provide regular assistance,
ask your child’s teacher and school staff about
other ways you can help.

• Teach your children at an early age to
embrace California’s rich diversity:  Learn
about other cultures as a family, and teach your
children respect for people of other races and
backgrounds.

• Expect your child to achieve:
California’s public schools need parental sup-
port in holding students to high expectations.
Expect your children to do their very best each
day.  Hold them accountable for doing home-
work and working hard to achieve in school.  If
they believe they can achieve, they will
achieve and nothing will make them – or you
– more proud.

Golden Valley Unified School
District Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Partnering with GVUSD Parents Learning About
Chinese Culture
At Webster

Story of Mulan Opens
Door to Chinese World for
Webster Third Graders

Shelby and Ashley are eating with chopsticks
while enjoying “Amber’s Cold Noodle Recipe.”

Nicole, Elizabeth and Savannah show off
with their finished dragon puppets.

Grayson, Angel, and Camryn eating
Chinese noodles.

Galilea, Michael and Corey are making
Chinese dragon puppets.

Please see PARTNER on P. 21 
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Mission Statement
The mission of Golden Valley Unified School District is to provide our students

the means to achieve to their highest potential within a caring, secure environment.

Vision Statement
Golden Valley Unified School District is committed to creating and maintaining

an innovative learning community based in excellence.

State Sends Good News in GVUSD Accountability Progress Report
By  Andrew G. Alvarado, Assistant
Superintendent, Educational Services

On August 31, 2007, the California
Department of Education released the
annual Accountability Progress Reports
(APR) to Districts state-wide.  The APR is
a document consisting of the Federal and
State accountability systems.  This docu-
ment includes the Annual Yearly Progress
(AYP), Academic Performance Index
(API), and Program Improvement (PI) sta-
tus of Districts and schools.  To view the
PowerPoint presented to the Governing
Board of the Golden Valley Unified
School District on September 12, 2007,
please visit the Education Services link on
the GVUSD website at
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us .

Annual Yearly Progress (AYP)

The AYP is a Federal accountability
requirement enacted by No Child Left
Behind (2001).  The criteria used in deter-
mining a school’s AYP status are:

• Participation Rates in Mathematics
and English Language Arts for all signifi-
cant subgroups

• Percent Proficient in Mathematics
and English Language Arts for all signifi-
cant subgroups

• California High School Exit Exam
(high schools only) 

• Academic Performance Index.  
After reviewing the results, we are

excited to announce that the District as a
whole met all the criteria for AYP.
Elementary schools, Sierra View and
Webster, and Liberty High School met all
of their targets as well.  Ranchos Middle
School fell short by one criterion, Percent
Proficient in Mathematics.  We are confi-
dent that with the adjustments made to
this year’s Master Schedule and the
placement of students in appropriate
Math courses, Ranchos Middle School
will meet the AYP criteria this coming
year.

Academic Performance Index (API)

The API is the State’s accountability

system which was created by the Public
Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) in
1999.  Every year in the spring, California
schools are given a Base API.  The Base
API released in the spring is the “measur-
ing stick” used to determine the API
Growth released in the fall.  District trends
show the following:

• The API for the District remained
status quo at 785.  

• The API score for Golden Valley
USD is higher than the County average
(708) and higher than the State average
(727).  

• Liberty High School represented a
17 point gain, increasing their API to 780,
and ranking 5th in the Central Valley in
comparison to other high schools.  

• Webster Elementary experienced a
slight drop in their 2007 API score of 5
points; Webster’s API for 2007 is 823.  

• Sierra View Elementary experienced
a slight decrease of 2 points bringing their
2007 API score to 808.  

• Ranchos Middle School reported a
drop in API of 12 points to 771.

The State’s goal is an API of 800.

Any score above 800 is commendable.

Program Improvement (PI)

Program Improvement is part of the
Federal accountability system and applies
to all schools receiving Title I funds from
the Federal Government.  Schools are
identified and enter PI status after missing
AYP for two consecutive years in one of
the following criteria:

• Same content area (ELA or math)
• On the same indicator (API or grad-

uation rate)
For example, Ranchos Middle School

failed to meet one criterion, Percent
Proficient in Mathematics.  If RMS fails to
meet this criterion again in the 2008 APR,
they would enter PI status year 1.  A
school or District entering PI status is
given three years to successfully remove
itself from PI status by meeting its defi-
ciency.  None of our schools are in
Program Improvement!

Overall, the APR brought great news

Please see GOOD NEWS on P. 20 

The following
students were recent-
ly honored with a cer-
tificate from Principal
Pinkard after being
nominated “Students
of the Month” at
Ranchos Middle
School.  Bottom l to r:
Beverly Yang, Jordon
Grossardt, Trini Jo
Aleman, Chloe Doyle
and Naraly Godinez.
Top l to r: Adrian
Juarez, Rosamond
Martin, Amanda
Penner, Rachel
Rushing and Mr.
Pinkard.

Congratulations
to our award winners!

Ranchos Middle School Winners
HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED POSITIONS:                                                         DEADLINE
BUS DRIVER Until Filled

COACHING
Wrestling Coach Until Filled
Varsity Track Coach Until Filled

CLASSIFIED POSITIONS – SUBSTITUTE ONLY POSITIONS:

Instructional Aide Substitute Pool Continuous
Cafeteria Substitute Pool Continuous
Bus Driver Substitute Pool Continuous
Custodian/Grounds Substitute Pool Continuous
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

10/07

You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -

10/07

COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available

10/07

PPrreessttiiggee  GGrroooommiinngg
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET
447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

10/07

and reasons to celebrate throughout the
District.  Three out of the four schools in
the District met their AYP targets for all sig-
nificant subgroups and no schools are in PI
status!  Although there were slight drops
reported in API at both Sierra View and
Webster Elementary, having both of our ele-
mentary schools in the elite “800 Club” is a
tremendous accomplishment, and one that
deserves commendations.  Ranchos Middle
School, although dropping some points this
year, still ranks among the top echelon of
middle schools with their API score of 771
exceeding the county and State averages.
Liberty High School has increased its API
for the second year in a row and continues

to march its way to 800.  The District will
continue to emphasize the importance of
providing a rigorous and relevant curricu-
lum at all grade levels and the importance
of meeting the needs of all students.  I
would like to thank all of our Board mem-
bers, administrators, staff, students, parents,
and community for valuing the importance
of a quality education.  Go GVUSD!

GVUSD Educational Options schools,
Independence High School, Lincoln
Community Day School, Home Hospital,
Valley Teen Ranch and Centennial
Independent Study did not have a signifi-
cant number of students test in the 2006-
2007 school year, due to school size, to be
included in this report.

GOOD NEWS cont. from P. 19

Independence students, James and Micah, teach a Board member, the Superintendent and
the district Human  Resources Director the fine points of their new Odyssey Ware academic
software program.

Independence HS Students
Demonstrate New Software
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TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand

10/07

“HOME  OF  THE  BIG  ROLL”

3300%%  -  6600%%  EEvveerryyddaayy  SSaavviinnggss
11882200  EE..  MMccKKiinnlleeyy  ((NNeeaarr  BBllaacckkssttoonnee))  444455-00220066
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Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

10/07

Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control 10/07

LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  &&  GGAARRDDEENNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
LLiicc..  ##BB00000088111133

37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos
645-0122 • next to the Pizza Factory

Lots of New & Used Computers

Refurbished Laptops
starting at $340!

Hurry while

supplies last
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HALLOWEEN  Special

PET BOUTIQUE

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS 10

/0
7

2nd  ANNIVERSARY SALE
20% OFF SELECTED ITEMS

Check out our website at www.DogGoneCuteStore.com

Dog Gone Cute Store

NEW
STOREHOURS

Come and enjoy a fun evening
and support

RRaanncchhooss  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll  BBoooosstteerrss

Second Space Theatre Presents

TThhee  BBeesstt  
CChhrriissttmmaass  PPaaggeeaanntt  EEvveerr

November 17th at 8:30pm

Tickets  on  sale  for  $20  at  the  School  Office
Proceeds to benefit various
Middle School functions

For  more  Information  please  contact
Ursula@  645-88614

I hope this list has provided some helpful
insights.  Parents are not only the first teacher in
our children’s lives, but we hope they will con-
tinue to partner with our schools to provide that
ongoing support for learning.   

If you are interested in learning more
about how to assist your child at school and at
home, I encourage you to contact your child’s
teacher or school for more information.  If you
are interested in meeting with other parents
throughout the district to discuss specific top-
ics of interest, please join me at my next
“Coffee with Superintendent Koligian” on
Wednesday, November 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Liberty High School LIbrary.  To elicit some of
your hopes and dreams for your children
through this meeting venue, I would like to
hear from you.  You are welcome to complete
the Parent Needs Assessment located on the
GVUSD district webpage at
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us, click on the
Superintendent link.  Please complete the sur-
vey and return it electronically or send a copy
to your child’s school site or to the District
Office.

Thank you for partnering with us in your
children’s education!

PARTNER cont. from P. 18 Grandparents’ Day
Visits Sierra View

It’s a Kodak moment for Grandma Ruth
Isom and her Grandson, Sierra View first
Grader Thomas Scott, during Sierra View’s
Grandparents’ Day Celebration.  

Sierra View First Graders Celebrate
Grandparents’ Day with some wonderful song
and dance.

Mustang Madness

On Friday, October 5, 2007, Mustang
Madness returned to Ranchos Middle School.
All funds raised go toward the drama club.
Congratulations to Mrs. Roth and the drama
class for a great turn out.  Fun, games, and
food made the event a huge success.  Don’t
miss our upcoming play scheduled Thursday
and Friday, November 29th and 30th.
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church.............8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship........8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Adult Sunday School............10:30 a.m.
Adrenaline Youth.........................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

At last, one big,
efficient machine

that'll keep you cool all
summer and toasty all
winter. It's the Bryant
Packaged Gas/Electric

Comfort System. And not
only will it keep you

comfortable year
round, so will we.

Whatever  it  takes.SM

10/07

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent Place your ad TODAY at 645-0634

The October Birthday and
Anniversary celebration luncheon will be
held on Saturday, Oct. 27 at 11 a.m. at the
Madera Valley Inn, 215 N. “G” Street,
Madera.

REMEMBER BINGO TUESDAY
NIGHTS 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

If you need someone to laugh with,
come join our Thursday evening potlucks
with games played afterward. There is a
lot of fun here and remember: laughter is
good for your body and soul and being
happy does not mean everything is per-
fect, it means you have decided to see
beyond the imperfections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-

gram Monday through Friday 11:30 a.m.
Suggested price for 60 years and older is
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in
advance so remember to call Joann at
645-4864. We have a growing exercise
program being held on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 10:15 to
11:30 a.m. The participants are getting
more than just exercise by attending.
They have fun and share laughs. There is
still room for you and you can attend all
three days or just one or two of them. The
Line Dancing class is also a great way to
exercise. It meets on Fridays at 12:30
p.m. This combines fun and exercise. You
do not need to be a member to attend
these classes.

We have a large group, but there is
always room for one more – you! Fill
your car with your friends or neighbors.
They will enjoy finding new friends here,
too! Come in and check these classes out!
Our watercolor classes held on
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. are

open and free to the Ranchos community
adults. No prior watercolor experience is
needed. The instructor can be reached by
calling 645-1137. 

Up and Coming Events
November 3, Monthly Sale , 8 a.m. to

1 p.m.
November 23 and 24 Christmas

Boutique, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
December 1, 8 and 15, Christmas

Boutique, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations need-
ed, call Joann at 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –
11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until ???
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more
available)

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card
BINGO

Wednesday, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Watercolor Painting Class

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then
Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other games
(Please bring your own plate and silver-
ware)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30
a.m.

Friday, 12:30 p.m. Line Dancing Class
Please feel free to come in and visit our

Senior Center and get acquainted with our
members. We welcome you to come and be
one of us as our organization offers and pro-
motes social, educational and civic activities
in order to provide a better quality of life for
all senior citizens. You have received an invi-
tation. Hope to see you soon?

SENIORS cont. from P. 12

Increases Water Supply
for San Joaquin Valley

Congressman George Radanovich
(R-Mariposa) released a statement after
the House passed H.R. 1855, the Madera
Water Supply Enhancement Act.
Radanovich authored the bill which
authorizes the Bureau of Reclamation to
participate in the construction of an
underground water storage project in
Madera.

“The looming water crisis in
California demands more feasible water
supply projects, such as this water bank.

Since I first introduced this legislation in
early 2006 the water supply needs of
California have only increased due to
recent court decisions and drought,”
Radanovich said. “This water bank, by
storing excess water in wet years, will
provide a much needed source of water in
dry years and facilitate the restoration of
groundwater levels over time. I am
encouraged by the authorization of this
project and look forward to its contribu-
tion to the water supply in California.”

After passage, H.R. 1855 was
referred to the U.S. Senate where Senator
Dianne Feinstein has introduced identical
legislation.

Radanovich Applauds Passage
Of Madera Water Bank Bill
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Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!
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FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

10/07

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

for our local business owners.  He talked
about a couple of options for slowing
down traffic in and around the Ranchos.
Very few of the cars and trucks that use
Avenue 12 to go between Highway 41 and
Highway 99 stop and use the businesses
on Avenue 12.  The businesses need to
cater to the locals.  When Castle & Cooke
opens Gateway Village on Avenue 12
there will be eight lanes which will go to
four lanes after the Gateway project and
then down to two lanes through the
Ranchos unless plans are made now.  This
will become a nightmare unless there is a
bypass loop around the business section of

the Ranchos or we come up with some
other answer to the traffic problems that
are coming our way.  This will lead to
major traffic jams if it isn’t handled right.
We have a lot of smart creative people in
this area and we need your help.  You have
a unique opportunity to make Madera
Ranchos even more special than it already
is.  When I asked you for help to create a
school district you came through and we
all need this to happen now before some-
one else makes the choice for us.

Most of you know that I am going
to China with the Madera Chamber of
Commerce.  I have been so excited
about this trip that I have a hard time
concentrating on anything else. I am
trying to keep up with all of the school
board meetings and my responsibility
to the Ranchos Hills Senior Center but
it is not easy.  I am reading and learn-
ing about the modern China.  Our
Ranchos library has been a great help.
For years I have been fascinated with
ancient China.  I have read all of Pearl
Buck’s books about ancient China.  I
have even bought a digital camera and
have practiced so that I can take pic-
tures while I am there

I hope you can come to the next
school board meeting and tell us what
you want to happen in the school dis-
trict. Two school holidays that you
might want to put on your calendar are
Nov. 12 for Veterans Day and Nov. 19-
23 for the Thanksgiving Fall Break.

Also, on Tuesday, Nov. 6 there will be
a “Drive Through” Flu Shot Clinic from
10 to 11 a.m. at Liberty High. If you are
12 or older, stay in your car and get your
flu shot for free (although donations are
accepted).

STOCK cont. from P. 11

for seniors in their homes

Call Home Instead

10/07

24-Hour & Hourly
CAREgivers

Needed
No criminal history and

car w/insurance required

265-3110

Community Calendar of Events
By Linda Bresee 

Got an event? communitycalendar1@theranchos.com
559-645-0634 * fax 559-645-4002 * 37167 AVE 12 #5C 93636

(all events in the Madera Ranchos UNLESS stated otherwise)

Sunday November 4 - Daylight Savings
ends. Don’t forget to set your clocks back
before bedtime November 3rd.

2nd & 4th Tuesday each month -
GVUSD School Board Meetings normal
schedule. 6 p.m. at Liberty High
Library.  Liberty High School – 12220 RD
36.

Monday November 12 - No school,
Veterans Day.

Wednesday November 14th - GVUSD
Superintendent - parent meeting series 6:30 p.m.
at Liberty High Library. For information call
645-7500. Liberty High School –12220 RD 36.

November 19-23 - Thanksgiving/fall
school break.

Fr iday  November 30 -  Chamber
o f  C o m m e r c e  Tr e e  l i g h t i n g
e v e n t  a t  M a y w o o d  S h o p p i n g
Cen te r  6  p .m .

Webster Schoo l -  Schoo l  Cen t s ,
Red  Bucke t  ho l i day  food  d r i ve .
D e a d l i n e  f o r  d o n a t i o n s ,
November  14 .

Liberty High School - November 2
football away game vs. Fresno
Christian High. November 19 CIF play-
offs begin.
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1. POLITICS: Who was the 36th presi-
dent of the United States?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the Ionian
Sea? 
3. MOVIES: Who wrote the screenplay
for the 1972 movie "The Heartbreak
Kid"? 
4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind of
sea creature also is known as a "bow-
head"? 
5. MUSIC: Who sang the hit 1970 song
"Fire and Rain"? 
6. ART: Where are the Carnegie
Museums located? 
7. HISTORY: Who popularized the term
"Iron Curtain" to describe the cold-war
division between Eastern and Western
Europe? 
8. GAMES: In which game is the term
"English Shot" used? 
9. ARCHITECTURE: On what structure
would you most likely find a minaret? 
10. LITERATURE: Who wrote the 17th-
century novel "Ivanhoe"?

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc. 

1. Lyndon Johnson
2. Between Italy and Greece 
3. Neil Simon 
4. Whale 
5. James Taylor 
6. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
7. Winston Churchill 
8. Billiards 9. Amosque 
10. Sir Walter Scott  

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

&
DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351
SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&  Chuck’s  Transmission

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

664455-44447755

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-55879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

ANK
Quality Exteriors, Inc.

General Contractor Lic. #669920
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392
Vinyl Siding • Gutters • Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall Insulation • Dual Pane Windows

Garage Doors • Textured Coatings

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • WINDOW

TEXTURED COATING
SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

645-1600
Brad & Cathy Burford

37167 Ave. 12 #D5
Madera Ranchos

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-77770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

37221 Ave. 12 • Maywood Center
RENT 9 AND THE 10th is FREE!
Movies, Postal Services and More!

645-1202

Take Two VideoDVD Rentals

NOW
POSTALMAILBOXESFOR RENT!

HIGH QUALITY

559-4454-88060

GATE SYSTEMS

Marion Pool
Service

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Repairs

• Full Service
or Chemical

Service • Equipment • Supplies
• Residential • Commercial

• Family Operated 

FALK’S
FARRIER SERVICE

209-261-5174
209-382-1652
Robert Falk
Owner

professional, certified
correct
horseshoeing
for balance &
performance

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
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Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-222-FEET    

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

(222-3338)

CALL  BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

WALK-INS AVAILABLE
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
permanent makeup

manicurist
hair salon color, cuts

& highlights

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Senior Pictures
Family Portraits

Weddings
Pet & Livestock

Portraits
Sports Photography

559-479-0943
LynnSandersonPhoto.photoreflect.com

645-11578

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

645-11578

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B

Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate and Notary Public

R We Gone Yet?

474-0505

rwegoneyet.info

the best savings for online
travel services

flights • hotels • cruises
entertainment tickets
car rentals • condos
sports tickets  

645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

A
Delightful

Touch

Business Directory • Business Directory

(559) 645-0634  

for sales tomorrow, call

TINA
SHANNON
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You're eager to Ram
headfirst into that new project. But before you do, find
out why some of your colleagues might not appear to be
as gung-ho about it as you are.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) All that dedicated hard
work you've been putting in pays off better than you
expected. So go ahead, reward yourself with something
befitting a beauty-loving Bovine.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) It's a good time to take on
that new challenge. And if your self-confidence is sag-
ging, instead of telling yourself why you can't do it, list
all the reasons why you can.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) This is one time when
you might want to put some distance between you and
the job at hand. It will give you a better perspective on
what you've done and still need to do.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Resist that occasional lapse
into Leonine laziness that sometimes overtakes the Big
Cat. Don't cut corners. Do the job right at this time, or
you might have to redo it later.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You know how you
like to do things. And that's fine. But watch that you
don't impose your methods on others. A current financial
crunch soon eases.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Someone might
try to take advantage of your generosity. But before your
sensitivity toward others overwhelms your good sense,
check his or her story out carefully.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your strong
Scorpian sense of fairness lets you see all sides of a dis-
pute. Continue to remain impartial as you help each per-
son work through his or her particular grievance.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Trust
your keen Sagittarian insight to help you see through an
offer that might not be all it claims. A closer look could
reveal disturbing elements.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) With the
Goat exhibiting a more dominant aspect these days, you
could find it easier to make your case in front of even
the most skeptical audience.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Aspects favor
relationships, whether platonic, professional or person-
al. On another note: Be a mite more thrifty. You might
need some extra money very soon.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)Recent news from
someone you trust could help you make an important
decision. Also, be prepared to confront an upcoming
change in a personal situation.

BORN THIS WEEK: You can be firm in your own
views, but also flexible enough to welcome the views of
others.

©2007 King Features Syndicate

645-1792
GARCIA HAY SALES

quality
alfalfa

hay

cows
goats

horses

559-213-2100
Doug Stuart
CCL#847829

all phases of
artistic residential concrete

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36946 Ave. 12 • Madera, CA 93636
cell 559-706-0301

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals

Property Management Available 
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

10/07

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

10/07

Real Estate
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John Herrera, Realtor

559-217-8947

I am not only a long-time Ranchos resident, but I am also involved in
the community. Thank you to our Ranchos community for supporting
our kids by purchasing your fireworks from our Kiwanis booth. All of
our fundraising projects are to
help children. For any of your
real estate needs, call me.
“The most important things in
your house are the people.” 

10/07

17308 Road 37
New custom home on 2.25± acres. 5BD/3BA
w/tons of upgrades including granite counter-
tops, huge jetted tub, vaulted ceilings, his/her
closets and large 4-car garage. View this home
today! $519,000

36206 Ruth Ave.
Beautiful 3BD/2BA Ranchos home w/
open floor plan. Laminate flooring,  granite
countertops, Jacuzzi, walk-in closet, dual
pane windows and tons of cabinets. Too
many upgrades to list! $355,000

Price
Reduced!

Would you like to save money like this on your mortgage?
Call me to find out how.

MARINEZ ENTERPRISES 
LYDIA MARINEZ • AN INDEPENDENT AGENT OF EQUITY CORP
office 559-645-0594
cell     559-363-2247

10/07

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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Real Estate

To Advertise Call 645-0634
Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

Sharp, 1-year-old home zoned for horses. Vaulted ceilings, fireplace with brick hearth, spacious
kitchen with lots of counter space and breakfast bar. Walk-in pantry, isolated bedroom and bath, large
bedrooms. Walk-in closets, quality paint, carpeting and tile throughout. Fenced yard, concrete walk-
ways and driveway, and front gate. Near schools and just 15 minutes from Riverpark shopping.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$369,000
35340 Ave. 13 1/2

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

10/07

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$340,000
16253 La Canada 

2.25 ac. zoned for horses. Covered front porch. Living room with vaulted ceiling,
family room with pellet stove, French doors & eating area with bay window.
Breakfast bar, indoor utility room and nice floor coverings throughout. Landscaping
front & back. Located in Golden Valley School District.

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$419,000
12786 Road 37 

Lovely landscaped home w/pool and horse set-up on 2.5 acres. Upgraded tile counters and
flooring throughout much of the house, energy efficient windows and new roof. Sparkling
pool, large patio, lots of grassy area and privacy fencing. Horse set-up has round pen, tack
shed, tie up, corral and pole barn. Convenient location near local schools.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$479,000
11953 Trieste

Beautiful, new 2,746 sq. ft. custom on 1/3 ac. Gourmet kitchen with butler's & walk-in
pantry. High ceilings throughout home. Granite slab countertops. Custom cabinets &
tile. Large master suite w/walk-in closet & master bath with Jacuzzi. Tankless hot water,
alarm & sound system. Finished 3-car garage & fenced backyard w/RV parking.

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770
10/07

REDUCED 3 BD/1BA @ 29462 AVE
13 1/2. Cute 3 bedroom 1 bath
home on a quiet street. Lots of
trees in front. $224,000.

ENTERTAINER’S DREAM @ 345 E.
Omaha, Fresno. 3 BD/2.75 BA. Many
extras with pool. Clovis schools.
Owner/Agent. $417,500.

DECORATED W/CLASS. 4BD/3BA.
2685 Cypress, Clovis. Designed for
entertaining. $559,000.

POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL - Ave.
18 1/2 & HWY 99. 16 ac. @ $200K
per acre. 46 ac. @ $100K per acre.

COMMERCIAL/LT. IND. - Corner lot.
Value in location, house sold “as is”.
17881 RD 24, Madera. $310,000.

ALMONDS - 10 ac. of 4-year-old
Nonpareil and Alrich with 4 BD/2
BA home. Ag well. 7486 E.
Nebraska, Selma. $595,000.

IMMACULATE/GORGEOUS 4 BD/2BA @
35203 Ave. 13 1/4. Truly a MUST SEE.
Horses and RV OK. $477,000.

Buyer should verify zoning, square footage, acreage  and schools.

PISTACHIOS - 228+ acres, 12
APN numbers. $16,500/ac.
36 and 38 ac. orchards. $12,500/ac.
Both owner/agent.
PISTACHIOS - GREAT BUY! Will
not last. Owner/Agent. 25 ac. @
$11,500 per acre.

398+ ac.Ave.15 west ofRd.35.William-
son Act.Owner/agent.$19,500/ac.

COMMERCIAL - 1+ ac. corner lot on
Avenue 12. Owner/agent. $500,000.

Land

INDUSTRIAL - 15 ac. 3 houses, office
complex.RD 25 near Ave.12.$150K/ac.

INDUSTRIAL - 5 ac. w/house “as is”,
RD 25 north of Ave. 12. $600,000.

RIO MESA PROPERTY AVAILABLE

Orchards

Homes

Jim Powell - Ag Specialist
559-696-5500

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com

DRE #00626107
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Classified
Alteration Services

Molly’s Alterations (now open later
7 a.m. - 6 p.m.) - Tailoring, repairs,
and leathers. Fast service. Located at
36619 Ave. 12 or call 645-5527.

Christmas

NEEDED: Kind, generous people who will
give Christmas to a needy family of 10 (2
adults and 8 children) in the Ranchos. Please
call Kathleen at 645-5188.

For Sale

For Sale – Horses AQHA Registered
horses for sale. Call 559-645-5290 or
559-304-5073.

For Sale – Pool Table 2007. Brand
new, warranty, can deliver, $4K sacri-
fice $1,195. Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale - Hot Tub/Spa 2007. Never
used, therapy seats, ozonator, loaded.
Full warranty. Sacrifice $2,475. Can
deliver. Call 559-360-9047.

For Sale - 7 pc. Bedroom Set. Solid
cherrywood. Sleigh bed, nightstand,
dresser/mirror, chest. New in boxes.
All dovetailed. Cost $8K sacrifice
$1,875. Call 559-277-2511.

For Sale – Twin PILLOWTOP mat-
tress/box, new in plastic. Cost $300
sacrifice $125. Full cost $400 sacri-
fice $175. Call 559-230-0486.

For Sale – $195 Queen PILLOWTOP
mattress/box, cost $599 sacrifice
$195. Never used w/ warranty. King
cost $699 sacrifice $295. Call 559-
447-5066.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in both
continuous and standard rain gutters.
Unusual jobs. Air conditioning service
also available. Yearly cleaning. 29
years working in the area. Call 559-
822-2759.

Gutter Cleaning Service - Call for esti-
mate. 559-479-6216 or 559-474-3829.

Handyman Services

Rancho Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Rancho
Handyman. Whether the job is big or
small the Handyman can do it all. Call
Ohan for estimates. Now available:
house painting. Call 645-6924.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted - Part Time Dependable
13-15-year-old boy for lawn work in
Madera Ranchos. Call 645-1506.

Help Wanted - Part Time Customer
Service/Sales. Great commission
plan. Make as much as you want on
your own schedule. Call 645-0634.

Help Wanted - Car Wash on Ave. 12 -
Velvet Touch Car Wash looking for help.
Apply in person.

Housecleaning Services

Jeannie’s  House Cleaning -
Ranchos area.  Business  owner
over 10 years. Reasonable rates,
good references.  Will  do blinds,
fans and laundry. Fast and thor-
ough. Call 801-2391 or 645-4117.

Investment & Loans

Money To Loan Service – Oro
Financial. Able to loan today. Credit
not a problem. Cash for trust deeds.
Mobile home on land. Call 438-9999.

Junk Hauling

Junk Removal - You call, I haul.
Brush, appliances, tires, T.V.s, metal
furniture, etc. Reasonable rates. Call
Tim Polach at 559-822-6400.

Moving Sale

Moving Sale - TVs, furniture,
Halloween, Holiday, rolling steel cabi-
net, clothes, toys, books, hospital bed
& walker, dolls, Antique kitchen items,
tools, boots, horse tack. Sat. 10/27 8-3
Maywood & Avenue 12. 

Painting Services

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in
the West” for over 35 years. Call 674-
2320. Lic. #313070.

Texture Coat Painting - Call Frank
at 645-4113.

Playhouses Wanted

Looking for outdoor Little Tykes play-
houses, new or used. Call 352-5441.

Spa Service

Spa repair, maintenance, service and
transport. Jet tub repair also. Call
Dave at Mr. Wrench Spa Repair
474-3224.

Tractor Services

Tractor work, discing, rototilling, weed
cutting. Bobcat work, drilling post holes,
trees, trenching and clean ups. Call Neal
at 645-1200 or 285-8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching and concrete work.

Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-1500.

Tractor work, lot discing, mowing and
scraping. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Utility Services

Underground utilities installed. Call 645-
1500.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special. Most windows
$5 inside/out. Screen and track included.
Prices may vary for non-standard windows.
Hard water stain and cobweb removal avail-
able. Fully insured. Call Nick at 285-
1723. Free estimates .

Writers Wanted

Writers Wanted - Part Time, freelance
basis. Call 645-0634.

ONLY TWO LEFT!
A.K.C./O.F.A. LAB PUPS

READY NOVEMBER 15
$300 ea.       645-1840

champ lines • beautiful, healthy male pups
1 chocolate brown, 1 black • 1st shots

dewormed • PARENTS ON SITE

10/07
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