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Click on “Local News” at

ery soon, Americans will be on
holiday for a long weekend.
Thanksgiving will be an occasion

for gathering with friends and family,
eating an extraordinary amount of food,
drinking while watching football, and
trying to avoid conversations about Kyle
Rittenhouse, Antifa, the midterm elec-
tions, gender “reassignment surgery,”
Biden’s cognitive decline, Fetterman’s
cognitive impairment, Paul Pelosi’s
story, January 6, critical race theory,
vaccination status, the history of rela-
tions between American settlers and in-
digenous peoples, Donald Trump, Elon
Musk, Hunter Biden’s laptop, the
media’s burial of Hunter Biden’s laptop,
the price of the holiday meal, groomers,
pronouns, Kanye West, cryptocurrency
and whatever a “supply chain” is.

Some will call it an early evening on
Thursday because the true holiday dawns
in the morning, on “Black Friday,” when
the nation’s gluttony is redirected from
cuisine to the conspicuous purchase of
electronics and other Chinese-manufac-
tured garbage that will be unceremoni-
ously unwrapped on the morning of our
next secularized, ritualistic celebration of
material consumption in late December.

Sure, there might be some spiritual-
ity left in the observance of Thanksgiv-
ing in some homes. Someone might say
a brief grace before the meal, which will
raise the level of discomfort by high-
lighting the divide between the portion
of the family that still holds religious be-
liefs and the segment that has traded
faith in God for the worship of the new
deities: reason, secularism, empiricism,
tolerance and the Sanctity of Our
Democracy. Maybe some aging aunt will
force everyone to go through the anti-
quated process of naming “what we’re
thankful for” this year. The kids will roll
their eyes, but everyone will finally go
through the motions: the quick sale of

the house, an ac-
ceptance to grad
school, a new
job, PlayStation
5, our family.

If this
sounds cynical,
that’s because it
is. The older I
get the more I re-
alize the great
extent to which
liberal secular
society has hol-
lowed out all the
meaning from
the annual cele-
brations that, in a

healthy culture, served as a collective re-
dedication to the shared values that
formed the basis of who we were as a
people: faith, family, freedom, etc. But as
leftism has displaced the Christian faith
that once defined the American charac-
ter, we have slowly grown embarrassed
of our holidays.

Columbus Day is well on its way to
fully becoming “Indigenous People’s
Day” — one more opportunity for Amer-
icans to flagellate themselves for the bru-
tality that attended the founding of our
nation. The Fourth of July hangs on, but
it is on thin ice: the woke read on Inde-
pendence Day is that it is a jingoistic cel-
ebration of toxic white masculinity,
which formed the heart of the American
Revolution and remains the driving force
for American imperialism and neo-colo-
nialism today. For some, Thanksgiving
has become a memorialization of our
shame, as the Thanksgiving story only
brings to mind the near annihilation of
the Indians, who were sacrificed for
Manifest Destiny and the acquisitive mo-
tives that fueled it.

Sadly, the moment when Aunt Mary
asks everyone to think of what they’re
thankful for isn’t a brief return to the true
spirit of Thanksgiving; in fact, it is the
mark of the triumph of secular liberalism
in remaking the holiday. The holiday
isn’t called “Thanksthinking.” The name
of the celebration is Thanksgiving. This
implies that the focus of the day is a par-
ticular action: a giving. A giving of what
though? Our thanks. But to whom? This
question hints at what has been erased
from the holiday.

Simply thinking and naming the
things for which one is thankful isn’t a
giving of thanks. First of all, the materi-
alist overtones of this task are unmistak-
able. The things that people name are

Please see THANKS on P. 14
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Many suffer through the holidays with the
pain of having lost a loved one. The Christmas
music, holiday parties and festive decorations
trigger reminders of the loss.

You’re invited to participate in a
Community Memory Tree Service

This is a family-friendly time to remember
a loved one who has passed away and is dearly
missed this holiday season. You’re welcome to
bring an ornament to place on the Memory Tree
in honor of your loved one.

The service is Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at Flip-
side Church, located at 37193 Ave. 12, Room 6,
in Maywood Center.

For more information contact Brenda McEl-
roy at 559-871-3314.

Community Memory Tree Service

Decathletes Lectured in Madera
More than 375 Academic Decathletes

from throughout California joined Madera
County’s high school competitors in
Madera on Oct. 26 for the 17th Annual Ac-
ademic Decathlon Lecture Day. Valley ex-
perts lectured on six subject areas
pertaining to this year’s Decathlon topic,
“Technology and Humanity.”

“Lecture Day gives students the op-
portunity to interact with students from
other schools across the state and come to-
gether to build their own team,” said Dr.
Cecilia Massetti, Madera County
Superintendent of Schools.
“Students are enjoying this
year’s theme, learning
about a current and
timely topic that im-
pacts their daily lives
certainly grabs their at-
tention. There is so
much to learn, and the
journey is just getting
started.”

Decathletes were al-
lowed to attend four of six ses-
sions throughout the day. Sessions
included: Art and Technology, presented by
Susana Sosa, Fresno City College profes-
sor; Literature, The Lathe of Heaven, pre-
sented by Tiffiny Remmer, Madera
Community College professor; Music in
Sci-Fi Films, presented by Dr. Harmony
Murphy, Madera Community College pro-
fessor; The History of Computers, pre-
sented by Dennis Lingo; Chief Information
Technology Officer, Madera County Su-
perintendent of Schools; Math, presented
by Kirk Delmas, Director, Curriculum and
Instruction, Madera County Superintendent
of Schools; and Speech, presented by Dr.
Brad Millar, Madera Community College

professor.
“This is the first year math was incor-

porated into the lectures. Students were
very responsive to have these resources
added for their Decathlete study groups,”
said Massetti.

The lectures were held from 10 a.m. to
2:40 p.m. at Movies Madera. Each speaker
lectured in a theater and students moved
about the different theaters. Each expert
lectured for at least two 50-minute sessions.

Theater owner Bob Gran donated the
theater once again for the event.

The event is sponsored by
Madera County Schools

Foundation and Madera
County Superintendent
of Schools.

Each session was
geared toward the top-
ics and areas of study
for the 2024 Academic

Decathlon. Decathletes
will be tested in the areas

of art, economics, language
and literature, math, music, sci-

ence, and social science. They will
also write an essay, deliver a speech and
participate in an interview.

This year Madera County will have
seven schools participate: Liberty High
School, Chawanakee Academy, Chow-
chilla Union High School, Glacier High
School Charter, Madera High School,
Madera South High School and Matilda
Torres High School. The competition will
be held on Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024.

For more information about the Aca-
demic Decathlon and ways to get involved,
contact Kristi Winter, events coordinator
for Madera County Superintendent of
Schools, at 559-662-3873.
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The cost of living in California im-
poses an extra $26,479 each year on a typ-
ical middle-class family, according to a
survey conducted by Center Square Staff at
www.JustTheNews.com.
and reported on by the
Transparency Founda-
tion.

“Our methodology
calculates that a typical
middle-class family of
three earning $130,000 a
year faces a “Cost of
California” penalty of
$26,478.72 versus if they
simply paid the national
average of cost in each
category,” wrote the
Transparency Founda-
tion in their report.

The study compared
costs in major household
budget categories be-
tween national and Cali-
fornia averages, such as housing, taxes and
transportation. In California, renters pay 47
percent more than the national average,
while homeowners pay 32 percent more,
healthcare services cost 42 percent more,
and state and local taxes are 14 percent
higher, among others.

There were only two categories that
Californians experienced any savings over
the national average. There was a 3 per-
cent savings in health insurance, which is
subsidized by higher taxes paid to the state
government, and homeowner’s insurance,

which is 68 percent cheaper in California
because of government-run rate change
limits that are driving insurers out of the
state as claims exceed insurance premi-

ums.
Some California leg-

islators view the report as
an opportunity to high-
light the need to reduce
regulations and make
other efforts to make the
cost of doing business —
and living — lower in
California.

“With irresponsible
policies and shameless
tax increases, the major-
ity party has made this
state a very difficult
place to raise a family or
pursue your dreams,”
said State Sen. Roger
Niello, R–Fair Oaks, to
The Center Square. “A

very important observation of this report is
that politicians point blame at others when
they are really the ones to blame. Better
policy and budget decisions that put Cali-
fornians first need to be implemented soon
before Californians are priced out of this
state.”

A recent poll from the Public Policy In-
stitute of California found 71 percent of Cal-
ifornians believe their children will be
financially worse off than they are, suggest-
ing many believe California’s economic
prospects may be fading off into the sunset.

$26K Extra to Live in California

Daily marijuana use is associated with
incident heart failure according to two stud-
ies presented at the American Heart Asso-
ciation Scientific Sessions 2023, held from
Nov. 11 to 13 in Philadelphia.

Yakubu Bene-Alhasan, M.D., M.P.H.,
from Medstar Health in Baltimore, and col-
leagues used data from the National Insti-
tutes of Health All of Us Research Program
to examine the association between the fre-
quency of marijuana use and new-onset
heart failure. Their primary take-away from
the research was that as more people across
the U.S. use marijuana for medical and
recreational reasons, the two new studies
suggest its regular intake may damage heart
and brain health. Daily use of marijuana
raised the risk of developing heart failure
by about one-third, even after considering
other factors, compared to people who re-
ported never using marijuana.

In a second study, older people with
any combination of Type 2 diabetes, high

blood pressure and high cholesterol who
used marijuana, significantly increased
their risk for a major acute heart or brain
event while hospitalized, compared to those
who reported not using marijuana.

“Since 2015, cannabis use in the U.S.
has almost doubled, and it is increasing in
older adults, therefore, understanding the
potential increased cardiovascular risk from
cannabis use is important,” said lead study
author Avilash Mondal, M.D., a resident
physician at Nazareth Hospital in Philadel-
phia. “What is unique about our study is
that patients who were using tobacco were
excluded because cannabis and tobacco are
sometimes used together, therefore, we
were able to specifically examine cannabis
use and cardiovascular outcomes.”

"The main public message is to be
more aware of the increased risks and open
the lines of communication so that cannabis
use is acknowledged and considered,"
Mondal said in a statement.

Pot Use, Heart Failure Connected
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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Letters

Dear Editor:
As I reflect on my childhood, I realize

we were ahead of our time. We were doing
all the right things for the environment. We
used chalk in the classrooms and pencils.
No calculators or computers, so there was
no waste to throw away. When chalk was
gone, so was the waste. Same with the pen-
cils. No dry erase markers, mechanical pen-
cils, calculators or computers to recycle.
We didn’t have all the waste from breakfast
and lunch like now. We just dumped the
leftover food into the can that was then
dumped and hauled to the landfill where it
could biodegrade. No, my friend, in my
opinion we have not done ourselves or the
children any favors.

No stripping the earth for rare miner-
als to make chips or massive batteries,
windmills or solar panels. All have an end
date that are going to have to be delt with.
Plastic bags instead of paper. How is that
better? Paper biodegrades. New chemicals
to add to fuel for supposedly cleaner-run-
ning vehicles. Ever been around a truck that
is regenerating? What is being pumped into
the air then? Now many scream, “battery
powered!” What does it take to make a bat-
tery or recycle one?

We now pump massive amounts of
chemicals in our water supply to make is sup-
posedly safe to drink. What about all the
chemicals in our food? We spray pesticides
on our food in record numbers in the fields.
Mechanical harvesting. Ever see what is
pumped into the air from harvesting almonds?
Are any of the chemicals used on them
thrown back into the air when they harvest?

I used to spend countless hours in the
Fresno River playing in the clean sand and
hunting tadpoles. Now it’s a filthy mess
where the homeless have taken over parts.
Would I ever allow my child to do that
now? No, I would not. Too risky with the
filth, mentally ill and chance of needles.

As I reflect back, I’m so glad I grew up
then, but at the same time I’m sad my chil-
dren and their children will not. They will not
know the TV going off at midnight to the na-
tional anthem or having only three to four
channels, or having to get up to change the
channel. Most are encouraged to use com-
puters for books, have electric bikes, and their
board games all require batteries and chips.

We get lectured by those who claim to
be advocates for change as they fly around
on private jets putting out more carbon in
one trip than 90 percent of us do in a year.
They throw huge parties to fundraise and use
up more resources than we do in months.
They tell us they have no money for our
homeless veterans and seniors, yet always
threaten to cut SSI for our seniors – but al-
ways manage to find billions for wars, other

countries and their pet projects. Who are
they to lecture us on wanting school choice
as they send their children to private
schools? Or want to take away the right for
us to defend our family and homes as they
have private security and call to defund the
police, pushing for open borders and no bail?

We have failed ourselves and our chil-
dren. Yes, in my opinion we do need to
reset. Back to simple times. Where the
schools just teach the basics and keep their
private lives and thoughts private. Where
they encourage students to talk to a parent
or family member. Where giving a hand up
is the norm, not a handout. Let’s get back to
what is really good for the earth, water and
soil. Not another government grant that puts
millions into the bureaucrat’s friends and
family plan. Where another agency is
formed to help solve the problem, but just
causes another. Is it really about helping?
Or just another money laundering ploy?

So yes, I’m that person. One who
thinks in my opinion “Bidenomics” is a fail-
ure and open borders are dangerous. New-
som is running for the presidency in 24, but
his close ties to China will hurt – not help –
California. The policies put in place here the
last several decades have been a disaster, not
only for our safety, but for our environment.
Bill Gates is not a scientist or an expert on
vaccines. Al Gore is not a scientist or an ex-
pert on climate. And Fauci lied, and millions
died. Who believes politicians have become
more interested in what they can do to line
their pockets and protect the wealth for
themselves and their children?

From the local level up, I do not wish
to give my future generations what I did not
have, but what I did have. A safer child-
hood with clean water, healthier food, less
disease, clean uncontaminated soil to play
in and wisdom from our parents and grand-
parents. Before you fill out that next ballot,
do your research and vote wisely, America.
For all our children’s futures.

May God bless us all.

Pamela Francher and Lee Ohannesian
Madera Ranchos

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. The only rules?

Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002
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“I think it is the
government, and
the government

restrictions
andregulations,
that is creating

the energy
crisis; that we
are indeed an

energy rich
nation.”

Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

The cataract of anti-Israel sentiment
on college campuses has been shocking,
but it shouldn't be surprising. It is the
poisoned fruit of teaching a generation
of college students to despise their own
civilization.

Jesse Jackson famously led a chant
at Stanford University in 1987, "Hey,
hey, ho, ho, Western Civ has got to go."
He was talking about the college course,
but he might as well have been talking
about the thing itself.

Jackson and
his allies had ex-
traordinary success
in extinguishing
the teaching of
Western Civ. Not
only have we
largely stopped
transmitting the
story of our own civilization, we have
substituted an alternative narrative that
the West is reducible to racism, imperi-
alism and colonialism.

It is in this context that the current
outburst of anti-Zionism has to be un-
derstood. Yes, it has been fed by anti-Is-
rael agitation on campus over the
decades and yes, students are suscepti-
ble to witless radicalism in the best of
circumstances. Yet the loathing of Israel
is particularly intense because it is
viewed as an outpost of Western civi-
lization and all its alleged ills.

The hatred of Israel is tainted by
and, in some cases, driven by anti-Semi-
tism. Another way to look at it, though,
is that it's not so much about hatred of
the "other," as progressives put it, as ha-
tred of ourselves and all our works.

It is, on one level, incorrect to con-
sider Israel exclusively an artifact of the
West. The Jews are indigenous to the re-
gion going back to Abraham, with their
story caught up in the story of the land.
A large proportion of the current popu-
lation traces its origins from the Middle
East and North Africa, rather than Eu-

rope.
But there is no

doubt that Israel is
a Western society -
- in its political
system, in its re-
spects for rights, in
its innovative
economy, in its

mores. Someone sitting in a coffee shop
in Tel Aviv could easily think they were
in any thriving coastal society in the
West.

From any rational perspective, this
would be something to celebrate. Many
legitimate criticisms can be made of Is-
rael, and indeed are a feature of the Is-
raeli domestic debate itself, but there's
no doubt that it is a flourishing society.

If Gaza were equally Westernized,
it would be worrying about whether it's
overbuilding seaside real estate rather
than having to get water and electricity
from the neighboring country its gov-
erning authority -- a savage terror group
-- is trying to destroy.

Yet this is the society that anti-
Western opinion holds up and wants to
sweep all before it. This point of view
loves Gaza for its failure and hates Is-
rael for its success; loves Gaza for its
terror and hates Israel for its self-de-
fense; loves Gaza for its vicious anti-
Western sponsors and hates Israel for its
Western allies, especially the United
States.

If this seems perverse, it's what
you'd expect of students and young peo-
ple who have absorbed the premises of
Michel Foucault, Howard Zinn, Edward
Said and their imitators. Even if students
have never heard of them, these men
and their thought suffuse higher educa-
tion.

But what about the violence? How

It’s Not Israel Protesters Hate

The Jews are indigenous to
the region going back to Abra-
ham, with their story caught up in
the story of the land.

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 9
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Thanksgiving is once again
upon us. It’s the time of year when
we are reminded to be grateful for
all the Lord has done for us and all
of our many blessings. I’m pretty
sure I say this every year, but we
shouldn’t just be grateful in No-
vember. We shouldn’t let a day go
by without expressing our thankful-
ness. Speaking strictly of myself
here, but I know I should be better
about starting each day with prayer-
ful gratitude and a thankful heart.
Still, Thanksgiving is the theme of
the season, so it will, therefore, be
the theme of this month’s essay.

I doubt I’m alone when I say
this, but sometimes it’s hard to find
things for which to be thankful. We
all face hardships, sickness, finan-
cial problems,
family issues,
etc. The list goes
on and on. There
are days where
finding anything
to be grateful for
just feels impos-
sible because
our hearts and
minds are heavy
with pain and
sadness. It’s
these moments,
however, that it’s most important to
remember our blessings. As it says
in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “Be thank-
ful in all circumstances …” because
it is through gratitude that we re-
member all of the blessings we have,
even in the midst of the struggles.
So, for anyone out there facing a sad
or painful holiday season, it’s prob-
ably more important now than ever
to focus on all the things God has
provided for us.

As for me, I’m first and fore-
most grateful for Jesus Christ and
His atonement. I’m grateful for the
Grace of God, a gift from our lov-
ing Father in Heaven who sent His
only Son to redeem all of us. I did-
n’t deserve it, I can do nothing to
earn it, but through faith in Christ I
am saved. I’m grateful for the Word
of God, which teaches me and as-
sures me of my salvation. I am so
thankful that I can turn to His word
when I am confused or conflicted or
just need guidance in some way.
God is truly good.

I am grateful for my father.

Thankful? Let Me Tell You ...

He’s a good man with a big heart
and a weird sense of humor. Not
everyone gets him, but luckily he
shared that twisted sense of humor
with me, so I get him – for the most
part, anyway. I’m grateful that he
taught me how to be rational and
logical. I’m grateful that he taught
me right from wrong. I’m grateful

that he taught me
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y
and how to be
responsible. I am
the woman I am
because of the
father I have had
in my corner my
whole life.

I’m grateful
for my mom. I
miss her every
single day, but I
was blessed to

have had many wonderful years
with her. I’m grateful that she
taught me how to be kind and com-
passionate. I’m grateful that she
taught me how to love and forgive.
She was always a constant, nurtur-
ing presence in my life. She was the
best cheerleader a girl could have
asked for, and I have the confidence
to pursue my dreams because of the
support and encouragement she al-
ways gave me.

I’m grateful to have a job in this
economy. It may not be the best job,
and I may have to deal with an inor-
dinate level of poor leadership, but
it’s decent and it pays the bills. I’ve
spent the last couple of months
looking for something else, some-
thing better, and it’s a tough market
out there. Since it hasn’t been easy
to jump ship, I feel grateful that I’m
currently employed while conduct-
ing the search. It would be signifi-
cantly more stressful if I were
trying to do this without a steady

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
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TOP SOIL •
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BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-479-4113
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Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

I’m grateful for the people
in my life who care about me
and make me laugh. It’s good
to be surrounded by those who
will lift you up when life feels
a little too tough. I have a
good group of core people who
do that for me.
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I be l i eve ob j ec t s a r e inan i -
ma te . I t a l k to myse l f , bu t no t
o f t en t o my th ings . The o the r
day as I was p l ac ing a top in to
my dona t e bag , I s a id , “Thanks
fo r you r se rv i ce . ” Unsu rp r i s -
ingly i t d idn’ t respond, but I was
surpr i sed tha t I fe l t be t t e r abou t
le t t ing i t go .

S a y i n g “ t h a n k y o u ” i s
s o m e t h i n g w e d o a t t h e c o m -
p l e t i o n o f
t h i n g s — r e -
c e i v i n g a g i f t ,
e a t i n g a m e a l ,
c h e c k i n g o u t
a t t h e g r o c e r y
s t o r e . I n t h e
c a s e o f m y
t o p , s a y i n g “ t h a n k y o u ” w a s
f o r m y b e n e f i t . I t h e l p e d f i -
n a l i z e m y d e c i s i o n t o l e t i t
g o . M y t o p h a d c o m p l e t e d i t s
m i s s i o n .

T h r o u g h t h e y e a r s o u r
n e e d s , i n t e r e s t s , a b i l i t i e s , a n d
p r e f e r e n c e s c h a n g e . T h i s r e -
q u i r e s a d d i n g n e w a n d s u b -
t r a c t i n g t h e o l d i t e m s t h a t
h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e i r m i s s i o n .
I f y o u f i n d i t h e l p f u l , f i n a l i z e
y o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e o l d
t h i n g s b y t h a n k i n g t h e m f o r
t h e i r s e r v i c e . I f t h e y s t i l l
h a v e s o m e “ m i s s i o n ” l e f t i n
t h e m , d o n a t e t h e m s o t h e y c a n
o n c e a g a i n f i n d a p l a c e o f u s e .

B y s u b t r a c t i n g t h i n g s t h a t
c o m p l e t e t h e i r m i s s i o n ,
y o u ’ r e a d d i n g s p a c e . Y o u n o
l o n g e r c r i n g e w h e n o p e n i n g
c a b i n e t d o o r s a n d d r a w e r s .
I t ’ s e a s i e r t o f i n d a n d a c c e s s
w h a t y o u n e e d . Y o u s a v e
m o n e y b y n o t r e p l a c i n g t h i n g s
y o u c a n ’ t f i n d , l i k e p a n t r y
i t e m s , c l o t h e s a n d t o o l s .
Y o u ’ r e n o t d i s t r a c t e d f r o m
t h i n g s y o u e n j o y b y p i l e s o f
s t u f f w a i t i n g t o b e d e a l t w i t h .

T h e P o w e r o f T h a n k s

Y o u c a n b e a t p e a c e o p e n i n g
y o u r d o o r t o g u e s t s . A l l a r e
t r i g g e r s f o r g i v i n g t h a n k s .

I ’ d l i k e t o s h a r e a r e m a r k -
a b l e t r u e s t o r y . I n t h e e a r l y
1 9 4 0 s w h e n N a z i G e r m a n y i n -
v a d e d H o l l a n d , C o r r i e t e n
B o o m a n d h e r f a m i l y b e g a n
t h e d a n g e r o u s m i s s i o n o f h i d -
i n g J e w s a n d h e l p i n g t h e m e s -
c a p e . C o r r i e ’ s f a m i l y w a s
e v e n t u a l l y a r r e s t e d . W h e n s h e
a n d h e r s i s t e r , B e t s i e , a r r i v e d
a t R a v e n s b r u c k c o n c e n t r a t i o n
c a m p t h e i r “ b e d s ” w e r e r a n c i d
s t r a w - c o v e r e d p l a t f o r m s
s t a c k e d t h r e e h i g h a n d i n -
f e c t e d w i t h f l e a s .

“ H o w c a n w e l i v e i n s u c h a
p l a c e ? ” c r i e d C o r r i e . B e t s i e
i m m e d i a t e l y r e a c h e d f o r t h e
s m a l l B i b l e t h e s i s t e r s h a d
s m u g g l e d i n . T u r n i n g t o 1
T h e s s a l o n i a n s 5 : 1 8 s h e h a d
C o r r i e r e a d , “ . . . g i v e t h a n k s i n
a l l c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; f o r t h i s i s

G o d ’ s w i l l f o r
y o u i n C h r i s t
J e s u s . ” C o r r i e
r e s i s t e d B e t -
s i e ’ s u r g e t o
t h a n k G o d i n
t h e m i d s t o f
f l e a s , b u t i n

t i m e t h e y r e a l i z e d i t w a s t h e
f l e a s t h a t k e p t t h e a b u s i v e
g u a r d s a t b a y , p r o t e c t i n g t h e m
a n d a l l o w i n g t h e m t o s h a r e t h e
c o m f o r t i n g , h o p e - g i v i n g w o r d
o f G o d w i t h t h e w o m e n w h o
s h a r e d t h e i r d e s p e r a t e s i t u a -
t i o n .

C o r r i e w a s t h e o n l y o n e o f
h e r f a m i l y t o s u r v i v e a n d s e e
f r e e d o m a g a i n . H e r t e s t i m o n y
i s t h i s : “ T h e r e i s n o p i t s o
d e e p t h a t G o d ’ s l o v e i s n o t
d e e p e r s t i l l . ” T h i s T h a n k s g i v -
i n g s e a s o n y o u m a y b e i n d e -
s p a i r o r f a c i n g b i g c h a l l e n g e s .
M a y C o r r i e ’ s t e s t i m o n y d r a w
y o u t o J e s u s a n d H i s l i f e - g i v -
i n g w o r d . E v e r y e x p e r i e n c e
G o d g i v e s u s … i s t h e p e r f e c t
p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e f u t u r e
o n l y H e c a n s e e . – C o r r i e t e n
B o o m ( Y o u c a n r e a d C o r r i e
t e n B o o m ’ s e n t i r e s t o r y i n t h e
b o o k T h e H i d i n g P l a c e . )

Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729,
call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You
can v i s i t www. organizedby-
choice.com when you go online.the Ranchos Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

paycheck coming in at the same time.
I’m grateful for the people in my

life who care about me and make me
laugh. It’s good to be surrounded by
those who will lift you up when life
feels a little too tough. I have a good
group of core
people who do
that for me. They
celebrate wins
with me and help
carry me through
losses. Life would
be infinitely less
joyful without them.

I am a firm believer that there is
always something for which to be
grateful. It’s okay if you feel you’re
struggling to find it, just keep look-
ing. It’s there. Sometimes it’s in the
little things. The tender mercies God
bestows upon us. It doesn’t mean that

those struggles you’re facing, or the
pain you’re feeling, aren’t real or
valid, but when you focus on the
blessings it helps you get through the
trying times.

So, this Thanksgiving, no matter
what you’re facing, find a way to stay
grateful. Not because the trials aren’t

real. Not because
the pain you feel,
be it physical or
emotional, isn’t
real. But because
that’s how we
make it through.
We thank God for

waking us up, for giving us breath,
for our food and our shelter. We rely
on God to provide for us, then we
show gratitude when he does.

I hope you a l l have a happy
and joyous Thanksg iv ing f i l l ed
wi th God’s love , fami ly , f r i ends
and peace .

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

11/23

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

“ T h e r e i s n o p i t s o
d e e p t h a t G o d ’s l o v e i s
n o t d e e p e r s t i l l . ”

I am a firm believer that
there is always something for
which to be grateful.

Let us help prepare your
trees for winter!

call today and get
1100%%
OOFFFF!!

LIC. #1017900
BONDED &
INSURED

11/23
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Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
11/23

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

11
/2

3

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

I t ’ s  T h a n k s g i v i n g  –  h o p e
eve ryone  i s  r e ady  fo r  t he  b ig  d in -
n e r .  O f  c o u r s e ,  I ’ m  s p e a k i n g  o f
t u rkey  and  a l l  t he  t r immings ,  bu t
I  k n o w  s o m e  p e o p l e  t h a t  d o n ’ t
h a v e  t u r k e y  –  e i t h e r  t h e y  j u s t
d o n ’ t  l i k e  i t  o r  l i k e  s o m e t h i n g
e l s e  b e t t e r .  I
w a s  w a t c h i n g  a
T V  s h o w  t h e
o t h e r  d a y  a n d
t h e  p e r s o n  o n
t h e  s h o w  w a s
c o o k i n g  a  p o r k
l o i n  r o a s t  t h a t
h i s  f a m i l y  w a s
g o i n g  t o  h a v e .
T h e n  I  k n o w  a
f a m i l y  t h a t
eve ry  y ea r  t he i r
d a u g h t e r ,  t h e i r
o n l y  c h i l d ,  c h o o s e s  a  d i f f e r e n t
c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  f o o d
n a t i v e  t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  T h e  l a s t
t i m e  I  t a l k e d  t o  h e r  t h e y  w e r e
go ing  t o  have  food  f rom Ind i a .

To me, Thanksgiving isn’t what
you eat; it’s who you eat it with: Fam-
ily! Nothing better than sitting around
a table of food and fellowshipping
with the people in your life that mean
the most to you. That being said, how-
ever, my favorite meal for Thanksgiv-
ing is still turkey with everything that
goes with it and one of the things I like
best about the dinner is the leftovers.
Oh, I know you say, “I can’t eat an-
other turkey sandwich,” but I never
tire of turkey, especially with cran-
berry sauce.

H o w  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t o
use  t he  t u rkey  i n  o the r  t han  s and -
w i c h e s ?  ( E v e n  t h o u g h  I  d o n ’ t
know how you  can  be a t  ho t  open -
f a c e d  s a n d w i c h e s  w i t h  m a s h e d
p o ta t o e s  an d  g r av y  o r  co ld  s an d -
wiches  w i th  c r anbe r ry  s auce ) .

M o s t  e v e r y o n e  I  k n o w  l i k e s
s o u p  o f  s o m e  k i n d .  I  f o u n d  a
c o u p l e  o f  r e c i p e s  I ’ l l  p a s s  o n  t o
y o u .

Tex-Mex Soup

1 T Ol ive  Oi l
½ C minced  onion
3 c loves  gar l ic ,  minced
2 t sp .  ch i l i  powder
½ tsp .  o regano
½ tsp .  cumin
4 C.  water
1  can  condensed  tomato  soup
1  (28  ounce )  can  d i ced  toma-

toes
1  C Salsa
4  C shredded  cooked  turkey
1 T.  dr ied  pars ley

3  ch icken
boui l lon  cubes

1  can  b l ack
beans ,  r i n sed
and dra ined

2  C  f rozen
corn

½ C  sour
cream

¼ C chopped
f re sh  c i l an t ro
(opt iona l )

Hea t  o l ive
o i l  i n  l a rge

sauce  pan  over  medium hea t .  Add
minced  on ion  and  cook  un t i l
on ions  beg in  to  so f t en .  Add  ga r -
l i c ,  ch i l i  powder ,  cumin  and
oregano and  cook,  s t i r r ing  for  one
more  minute .

S t i r  i n  wa te r ,  t oma to  soup ,
d i ced  toma toes ,  s a l sa ,  sh redded
tu rkey ,  pa r s l ey ,  and  bou i l lon
cubes .  Br ing  to  a  bo i l  then  reduce
heat  and s immer 5 minutes  or  unt i l
boui l lon  cubes  a re  d isso lved .  Add
black  beans ,  corn ,  sour  c ream and
ci lan t ro  ( i f  us ing) .  S immer  for  20
to  30  minutes .

Top wi th  your  choice  of  any or
a l l  o f  the  fo l lowing:  Crushed  corn
to r t i l l a  ch ips ,  chopped  g reen
onions ,  shredded  cheddar  or  Mon-
te rey  jack  cheese ,  sour  c ream and
shredded  c i lan t ro .

I f  you’re  not  in  the  mood for  a
sp icy  soup,  how about  chowder?

Turkey  Chowder
1 T but te r
½ C chopped onion
2 C water
4  med ium red  po ta toes ,

sc rubbed  and  cu t  i n to  ½  inch
cubes  (about  2  cups)

2  cups  mi lk

by Jean Briner

Gobbling Thanksgiving

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : W i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(November 2013)

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 11
/2

3

1 package  c reamy gravy  mix
2 cups  shredded cooked turkey
1  can  (8  ¾  ounce )  who le  ke r -

ne l  corn ,  undra ined
1 t sp .  sage  –  rubbed
Mel t  bu t t e r  i n  l a rge  saucepan

over  medium heat .  Add onions  and
cook  and  s t i r  3  minu tes .  Add
water  and  pota toes  and  br ing  to  a
bo i l .  Reduce  hea t  t o  low,  cove r
and  s immer  5  minutes  or  un t i l  po-
ta toes  a re  tender .

In  separa te  bowl  s t i r  mi lk  in to
gravy  mix  un t i l  smooth .  S t i r  in to
saucepan .  Add  tu rkey ,  co rn  and
sage .  Br ing  to  a  bo i l  on  med ium
hea t .  Reduce  hea t  t o  low cove r
and  s immer  10  minu tes ,  s t i r r ing
occas iona l ly .  

Or ,  i f  soup  doesn’ t  s t r ike  your
fancy ,  how abou t  some  ench i -
ladas?

Turkey  Enchi ladas
2 C shredded  cheese  (Cheddar

and  Monte rey  Jack  i s  r ecom-
mended)

1  onion ,  chopped
1  (2  ounce )  can  d i ced  b l ack

ol ives
24  (6  Inch)  corn  tor t i l l as
1  (19  ounce)  can  red  enchi lada

sauce
4  cups  shredded cooked turkey
Prehea t  oven  to  350 .  L igh t ly

grease  a  9x13 baking  d ish .
In  a  sma l l  bowl ,  combine  the

cheese ,  on ion  and  b l ack  o l ives .
Pour  ench i l ada  sauce  in to  a  sha l -
low p la te  (p ie  p la te  works  wel l ) .

In  a  smal l  sk i l le t ,  hea t  enough
oi l  to  l ight ly  coat  one  tor t i l la ,  and
cook unt i l  sof t .  Remove and dip  in
ench i l ada  sauce  to  coa t .  Lay  on
pla te .

Pu t  some  o f  t he  chee se  mix -
tu re  in  cen te r  o f  to r t i l l a  and  then

Please see RECIPES on P. 15For  t hose  f ami l y  mem-
ber s  t ha t  we  a ren ’t  ab l e  t o
be  w i th ,  ca l l  t hem  to  t e l l
t hem  how  much  you  l ove
them  and  how  thank fu l  you
are  t ha t  t hey  a re  i n  your
l i f e .  We  never  know what  to -
morrow may  br ing .
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can these kids look past it, or implicitly
endorse it?

Violence is part of the radical anti-
Western vision. The anti-colonial bible,
The Wretched of the Earth, written by
Frantz Fanon in 1961, is widely taught
on campus. Fanon sketched out a woke
worldview before anyone used that term,
arguing that, as a New Yorker essay put
it, "the Western bourgeoisie was 'funda-
mentally racist' and its 'bourgeois ideol-
ogy' of equality and dignity was merely a

cover for capitalist-imperialist rapacity."
Fanon wrote that "decolonization is

always a violent phenomenon," and in a
preface to the book, the French philoso-
pher Jean-Paul Sartre declared that the
wretched of the earth "become men"
through "mad fury."

By this standard, Hamas is a good
and worthy anti-colonial organization,
and there's no wonder it has found sup-
porters and useful idiots among the
West's self-loathing radicals.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

© 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

The Bookshelf

New Traditions at Ranchos Library
By Jerrica Edmundson

This has been an amazing month at
the Ranchos Library, going right along
with how fantastic this year has been over-
all. We started what will hopefully be-
come a new tradition here: Public Safety
Story Time Month. For this, we were vis-
ited by public safety heroes in the area,
starting with the lovely gentlemen from
Fire Station 19 right here in the Ranchos,
who were so kind as to not only read a
story to the kids but bring their trucks for
exploration as well. The month ends with
two separate visits from the Madera
County Sheriff’s office — with Sheriff
Pogue even coming by on the 30th to share
his experience on the force with the kids,
familiarizing them with our local safety
heroes. Look for this next November, as
we plan on making it even more amazing
next year.

There has been a great response in
people looking forward to our new maga-
zine subscriptions, and they are in process
so we will have those soon, but as it stands,
we have added the Wall Street Journal to
our arsenal of newspaper offerings in the
branch, along with the Fresno Bee, Madera
Tribune and our very own Ranchos Inde-
pendent. With these, they are readily avail-
able daily for browsing in our comfy
seating areas for anyone interested.

Returning on Dec. 1 is our Zip Books
program, where you are able to directly in-
fluence our library collection by request-
ing books through our website
(zipbooks.maderalibrary.org) and so long
as they have been published in the last 10
years, are able to be catalogued and aren’t
already owned by the Madera County Li-
brary, they will be sent directly to your
house, with a due date back to the library
just like a normal book. Every Madera
County Library patron is allowed one book
request at a time and up to three books per

month while the funds remain available.
We would like to make a huge shout out
to the California Library Association for
making this program available to us.

In the next month, you will see a
great new addition to the library in the
form of two amazing murals in our chil-
dren’s section, created by our very own
Jason Napier who was the art teacher
here at Liberty High School for some
time. He will be bringing a team of a
few local artists to help get this put up,
and thanks to the Friends of the Ranchos
Library’s funding, we will have some
gorgeous wall murals to look at in the
kid’s area, although there may be some
limits to availability in the area while
the project is ongoing.

Thanks to an amazing gift from Ad-
vanced Auto Parts, we will be receiving
a second set of state and country profile
books for children to have access to for
state and county reports. This allows us
to have up-to-date information in our
books and we love being able to help
teach kids how to access relevant and
up-to-date information.

As always, if there is ever anything
you would like to see happen here at the
library, let us know. We are always
looking for new and innovative ways to
reach out to the community and can’t do
it without you.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37398 Berkshire Drive

559-645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

1
1

/2
3

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

11/23

Lic.#414178

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006)
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Senior Report

It’s Time to Ring in the Holidays at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
B y M e l a n i e Wi l l i a m s

T h e H o l i d a y C r a f t F a i r i n
O c t o b e r d r e w i n a c r o w d o f i n -
t e r e s t i n g b u y e r s a n d s e l l e r s
t h i s y e a r t o t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s
S e n i o r C e n t e r . T h e v e n d o r s
w e r e v a r i e d a s t h e y s h o w c a s e d
m a n y d i f f e r e n t c r a f t s f o r t h e
h o l i d a y s e a s o n . W e h a d v e n -
d o r s w h o s o l d h a n d c r a f t e d j e w -
e l r y , d e c o r a t i v e h o l i d a y i t e m s ,
e s s e n t i a l o i l s a n d h a n d m a d e
c r o c h e t e d i t e m s .

T h e l o c a l B o y S c o u t T r o o p
a n d t h e l o c a l V o l u n t e e r F i r e -
f i g h t e r s h a d a f u n d r a i s i n g
b o o t h a t t h e H o l i d a y C r a f t F a i r
a n d M a r y T h o m p s o n w a s t h e
r e c i p i e n t o f t h e b e a u t i f u l q u i l t
d o n a t e d b y f o r m e r m e m b e r ,
D o t H u s t e d . T h a n k y o u f o r a l l
t h e c o m m u n i t y s u p p o r t a n d
p a r t i c i p a t i o n t h i s y e a r , a s w e l l
a s p r e v i o u s d o n a t i o n s s u p p o r t -
i n g o u r f u n d r a i s i n g e v e n t s .
J u d y S e a r s w o r k e d t i r e l e s s l y t o
p r o v i d e a g o o d e x p e r i e n c e f o r
o u r p a r t i c i p a t i n g v e n d o r s .

T h e l e a d i n g m e m b e r s w h o
p r o v i d e d t h e B B Q a t t h e H o l i -
d a y C r a f t F a i r w e r e K a n d a c e
R e e v e s a n d M i k e F u r s m a n ,
w h o e x p e r t l y m a n n e d t h e g r i l l
a n d p r o v i d e d d e l i c i o u s h a m -
b u r g e r s a n d h o t d o g s w i t h a l l
t h e f i x i n g s . D i a n e M a x f i e l d
w a s i n c h a r g e o f c u l t i v a t i n g
s o m e b e a u t i f u l v a r i e t i e s o f I r i s
p l a n t s f o r s a l e i n t h e S c o u t
G a r d e n t h i s y e a r a n d C a r r i e
B e n n e t t c o o r d i n a t e d p u b l i c i t y
a n d c o m m u n i t y s u p p o r t o f t h e
H o l i d a y C r a f t F a i r .

M a r y O r c u t t a n d C a r o l
W o o d w e r e i n s t r u m e n t a l i n
h i g h l i g h t i n g o u r v e n d o r s a n d
t h e i r c r a f t s o n t h e i n t e r n e t , i n
W h a t ’ s U p i n t h e R a n c h o s a n d
a s p e c i a l “ s h o u t o u t ” g o e s t o
t h e g e n e r o u s p e o p l e a t S & K
M i n i M a r t f o r o n c e a g a i n p r o -
v i d i n g i c e f o r t h e e v e n t a n d
t h e w o n d e r f u l s t a f f a t t h e
P i z z a F a c t o r y f o r t h e i r m u c h -
a p p r e c i a t e d s u p p o r t i n h e l p i n g
t o a d v e r t i s e t h e H o l i d a y C r a f t
F a i r a g a i n t h i s y e a r . W e a p p r e -
c i a t e a l l t h e w o n d e r f u l c o m m u -
n i t y m e m b e r s a n d t h e m a n y
v o l u n t e e r s o f t h e

R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r
w h o h e l p e d t o m a k e t h e 2 0 2 3
H o l i d a y C r a f t F a i r a s u c c e s s .

T h e S e n i o r M e a l P r o g r a m i s
h a p p e n i n g d a i l y a t t h e S e n i o r
C e n t e r . A n y s e n i o r s , 6 0 y e a r s
a n d o l d e r , l i v i n g i n t h e c o m -
m u n i t y o r s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a ,
a r e e n -
c o u r a g e d
t o c o m e
a n d e n j o y
a h o t m e a l
a n d t h e
c o m p a n y
o f y o u r
l o c a l s e n -
i o r c o m -
m u n i t y .
O u r p a r t -
n e r s i n
t h i s p r o -
g r a m w o u l d l i k e t o e x p a n d t h i s
o u t r e a c h t o s e n i o r s w h o m a y
n o t b e g e t t i n g o u t o f t e n , t o
c o m e , e n j o y a h e a r t y h o t l u n c h
a n d v i s i t w i t h o t h e r s e n i o r s
f r o m t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d . W e a r e
w o r k i n g w i t h t h e E a s t e r n
M a d e r a R e c r e a t i o n a n d P a r k s
D e p a r t m e n t a n d t h e F r e s n o -
M a d e r a A g e n c y o n A g i n g t o
h o s t t h i s s e n i o r o u t r e a c h p r o -
g r a m a t t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n -
i o r C e n t e r i n t h e M a d e r a
R a n c h o s . A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a -
t i o n c a n b e p r o v i d e d b y c a l l i n g
t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n -
t e r a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 f r o m 9
a . m . t o 1 p . m .

O u r n e x t M o n t h l y S a l e i s
c o m i n g u p o n S a t u r d a y , D e c . 2
f r o m 8 a . m . t o n o o n a n d t h e
T r e a s u r e H o u s e h a s l o t s o f
g r e a t s t u f f f o r t h e h o l i d a y s
b e i n g d o n a t e d o n a r e g u l a r
b a s i s . C h r i s t m a s i t e m s w i l l b e
o n d i s p l a y t h i s m o n t h a n d n e w
w i n t e r c l o t h i n g , c o a t s , j a c k e t s
a n d s w e a t e r s f o r a d u l t s a n d
c h i l d r e n a r e o n s a l e . T h e B o u -
t i q u e a l s o h a s u n i q u e i t e m s
j u s t i n t i m e f o r h o l i d a y d e c o -
r a t i n g . T h a n k y o u f o r a l l t h e
w o n d e r f u l T r e a s u r e H o u s e d o -
n a t i o n s w e r e c e i v e f r o m t h e
c o m m u n i t y t o s u p p o r t o u r o u t -
r e a c h t o l o c a l s e n i o r s .

T h e C h r i s t m a s P o t l u c k D i n -
n e r i s o n t h e D e c e m b e r c a l e n -
d a r . D o n ’ t m i s s t h e

i n s t a l l a t i o n o f o u r n e w B o a r d
m e m b e r s a t t h e f e s t i v i t i e s . A r e -
m i n d e r t o o u r R a n c h o s / H i l l s
S e n i o r m e m b e r s , t h e S e n i o r
C e n t e r w i l l c e l e b r a t e t h e D e -
c e m b e r b i r t h d a y s a n d a n n i v e r -
s a r i e s a t t h e C h r i s t m a s P o t l u c k
D i n n e r . R u b e n a n d D a r l a T r u -

j i l l o a r e
a g a i n c o o k -
i n g a s a -
v o r y t u r k e y
a n d h a m
m a i n
c o u r s e . I f
y o u w e r e
n o t a t t h e
T h a n k s g i v -
i n g
P o t l u c k ,
y o u m i s s e d
o u t . I t w a s

d e l i c i o u s . P l e a s e r e m e m b e r t o
t h a n k R u b e n a n d D a r l a f o r
c o o k i n g s u c h a d e l i c i o u s m a i n
c o u r s e f o r b o t h o f o u r h o l i d a y
p o t l u c k e v e n t s .

W e a r e l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o

a n o t h e r f u n t i m e o f C h r i s t m a s
c h e e r a n d h o l i d a y c e l e b r a t i o n
w i t h t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r
m e m b e r s h i p . D e c e m b e r i s a
b u s y m o n t h f o r f a m i l i e s a n d
c e l e b r a t i o n s , s o r e m e m b e r s o m e
i m p o r t a n t d a t e s :

T h e O d d F e l l o w s B r e a k f a s t
i s o n S u n d a y , D e c . 1 7 f r o m 7 : 3 0
t o 1 1 a . m . T h e y g i v e t h e m a j o r -
i t y o f t h e i r p r o c e e d s e a c h m o n t h
t o d i f f e r e n t l o c a l c h a r i t i e s i n
M a d e r a C o u n t y .

B r o w n B a g D a y i s o n
W e d n e s d a y , D e c . 2 0 f r o m 1 0
a . m . t o 1 p . m . a t t h e R a n -
c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r .

T h e S e n i o r C e n t e r w i l l b e
c l o s e d o n D e c . 2 5 f o r C h r i s t m a s
D a y . M e r r y C h r i s t m a s f r o m t h e
m e m b e r s o f t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s
S e n i o r C e n t e r .

T h o u g h t f o r D e c e m b e r :
“ C h r i s t m a s i s m o s t t r u l y
C h r i s t m a s w h e n w e c e l e b r a t e i t
b y g i v i n g t h e l i g h t o f l o v e t o
t h o s e w h o n e e d i t m o s t . ” —
R u t h C a r t e r S t a p l e t o n

Click on “Local News” at

HUGE variety
of BEAUTIFUL
trees & wreaths

Come EARLY
to pick your
favorite

Come see

SANTA &
GRINCH!

We hope to
see y’all
soon.
Merry
Christmas!
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork11/23
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Golden Oaks 4-H

By Griffen Williams-Smith
Coming up on Friday, Dec. 1 is the

annual Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Community Christmas Tree Light-
ing Ceremony at the Maywood Center.
Our Cloverbuds group is organizing a
fun activity for our members – and

Two of the Golden Oaks 4-H Cloverbuds
members are, from left, Elizabeth Morgan and
Iris Garzon.

www.The Ranchos.com

the community – to get involved with at
the Tree Lighting.

Our 4-H group is also collecting
items to donate to the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
ior Center for their amazing residents to
use and enjoy. We are looking for items
like lap blankets, warm socks for men
and women, sensitive skin soaps and lo-
tions, puzzle books, large print reading
books and tabletop puzzles. Our 4-H
group members are collecting items now
through the Tree Lighting event. If you
wish to donate items, you can give them
to a Golden Oak 4-H member and you
can also bring your items to the Ranchos
Tree Lighting event on Dec. 1. If you
have any questions, please reach out to
Monique Morgan or Jennifer Williams-
Garzon for details at 4hgoldenoak@

gmail.com
4-H has a long history of being involved in its communities and the Madera Ran-

chos is no exception. The leader of the Cloverbuds group, Jordan Morgan says, “We
enjoy being a productive part of our community. Even our youngest members, the
Cloverbuds, have something to contribute.” In addition to collecting these items, our
4-H club will have a table set up for kids and adults alike to fill out Christmas cards
for the seniors at the Rancho/Hills Senior Center.

Sierra Shadows 4-H

By Mikayla Carr
The Sierra Shadows 4-H club wishes you a very Happy Thanksgiving.
We would like to introduce the 2023-2024 secretary of the Sierra Shadows 4-H

club, Lucy Lee. Lucy has been involved in arts and crafts, horses and goats over the
past few years. She states that her favorite group out of all of these is the goat group.
She says this because she meets people with the same interests as her. She also gets
to have goats, which she loves. She has been in 4-H for seven years. Her pets include
a horse named Kit and a goat named Frankie.

Now it's time to learn about our one and only treasurer, Landon Davis. Landon
has been in 4-H for four years and was involved in swine, poultry, rifle shooting,
goats and public
speaking. His fa-
vorite group is swine
because he makes
money selling his
pigs. His pets include
his goats Atlantic,
Pacific, Snow White
and Tiny. He also has
a chicken named
Pepper.

Here is an inspir-
ing quote to turn your
frown upside down.
"You are amazing,
and you shouldn't let
anyone tell you oth-
erwise — no matter

Two of the officers this year in the Sierra Shadows 4-H Club are
Treasurer Landon Davis, left, and Secretary Lucy Lee.

Please see 4-H on P. 15
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Click on “Local News” at

Come enjoy our Christmas Mixer on Wednesday, Dec. 13 at
37167 Ave. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Call 645-4001 for more info.

Annual Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

The Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming to the Maywood
Center on Friday, Dec. 1 at 6 p.m. Come join in the celebration that
raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans Hospital in Fresno
while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, a Christmas boutique,
Christmas carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

MaywoodShoppingCenter •Friday,Dec.1 •6p.m.

Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 12. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Annual

Chamber Christmas Mixer

Wednesday, December 13
6-7:30 p.m.

37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C
Madera Ranchos

Everyone is invited.
Great food will be served.

Our Merry Christmas present to you.
Call 645-4001 for info.

Help a Foster Child
this Christmas

through the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and CASA

Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster
child this Christmas by stopping by the
Chamber office and selecting an ornament
with a child’s name, age and gift request.
The requests range from everything from a
Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair
ribbons.Unwrapped
items must be turned in
to the Chamber office by
December 15.

Call 645-4001 for
more information.
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SUDOKU
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By Igal Treibatch

A sad loss to our community
Jeff McGrath, a model in any com-

munity, has passed recently from a bout
with liver cancer at the age of 76. As far
as we were concerned, nothing was
wrong. Jeff didn’t talk much about his
ailment. It seems that he suffered quietly
without stopping his work with his com-
munity.

Jeff was born in November 1947,
graduated from West Hampton High
school in New York and received his
AA degree as part of his association
with the military. From 1967 he served
his country as part of the Army for three
years, after which he served for 20 years
as a reservist and worked for AT&T at

the same time.
In 1970 Jeff married Judy, had a son

and a daughter and as of today they also
have four grandchildren. Jeff and Judy
moved to the Ranchos in 2005. Jeff has
been active in the Ranchos community
as part of “Friends of the
Library,” “Seniors in
Retirement,” a Board
Member of SEMCU, a
Board Member of “Bob-
cat Fifth Infantry” and a
member of the Lutheran
Church of Fresno, in
which he volunteered
every Friday to help
with maintaining the
church in good condi-
tion.

Jeff enjoyed wood-
working and loved
scuba diving, which he was able to take
part in all over the world. We will miss
his intelligence, his energy and enthusi-
asm, his logical views on things and his

good manners.
Goodbye old friend.
To anyone who may be interested in

helping our community by participating
as a SEMCU board member, SEMCU
convenes for only one hour on the third

Monday of every month
starting at 6 p.m. Our
next meeting is Monday,
Nov. 21.

To participate in the
board’s conference
meeting via telephone or
video call 312-757-3121
and you will get
prompted to input the
access code 715657949#

To reach SEMCU
for more information or
suggestions, call 559-
363-9095, or reach us at

www.semcu.org or by email at
info@semcu.org.

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

In celebration of National Veterans
and Military Families Month, Madera
County Board of Supervisors approved
its second annual resolution for the
Madera County Government Center
building to be illuminated green for the
remaining month of November, as part of
Operation Green Light, a national collab-
orative initiative of the National Associa-
tion of Counties to support military
veterans, as well as raise awareness about
the unique challenges faced by many vet-
erans and the resources that are available
at the county, state, and federal level to
assist veterans and their families.

The national collaborative is spear-
headed by the National Association of
Counties and the National Association of
County Veteran Service Officers, build-

ing upon the successful efforts of the
New York State Association of Counties
and the New York State County Veteran
Service Officers’ Association in 2021.

“After leaving the military, veterans
face a number of challenges from mental
health issues, physical disabilities, home-
lessness, relationship barriers, substance
abuse, among others,” said Josh Christo-
pherson, Madera County Veterans’ Serv-
ice Officer. “Operation Green Light is a
small gesture to show support of the re-
sources available for veterans.”

By shining a green light, we let our
veterans know that there is hope and sup-
port for them. While this event is focused
around the week of Veterans Day (No-
vember 7 -12) participants are encour-
aged to continue shining the light
year-round. Residents can share their par-
ticipation on social media using the hash-
tag #OperationGreenLight. Visit
naco.org/operationgreenlight or madera-
county. com/government/veterans-ser-
vice-office for more information and
links to resources available to veterans.

In addition to lighting county build-
ings, residents and businesses are en-
couraged to participate in local Veterans
Day events happening around Madera
County. For more information on Veter-
ans Day events visit Madera County’s
Facebook or Instagram page.

County Launches 2nd Annual
‘Operation Green Light’ for Vets always just that: things. Good things you

got. Good things you earned. Good things
that happened. This exercise ignores the
forest for the trees. The pilgrims weren’t
thankful for this pumpkin or that gentle
winter. They were thankful for a general
state of providence. They were thankful for
their day-to-day blessings — the small
blessings that always
seemed to come de-
spite their seemingly
incessant hardship.

And to whom
did they give thanks
for these things? To
their benevolent,
merciful God, who
saw them safely
across the sea, who
gave them material for fires in the winter
and who moved the hearts of indigenous
people to provide assistance to the new-
comers when they were able to do so. Fur-
ther, they didn’t thank God merely for the
positive blessings they received. They gave
thanks for the evils that did not befall them.
They even thanked God for their hardships,
a Christian habit discussed at length in the
letters of Paul the Apostle.

To whom do we give thanks? Do we
give thanks at all? Not really. We myopi-
cally reflect on the individual items and
moments that gave us joy or sustenance.
Few of us consider our general state of
providence. We see the things we are
thankful for as isolated reprieves from a life
we too often view as difficult, tragic or un-

fair. Most of us remain oblivious that life
in America today — even for the least
“privileged” among us — entails a bounty
of blessings that would have been unimag-
inable to our ancestors. This obliviousness
is a mark of ingratitude.

A spirit of gratitude — the pathos that
is supposed to define Thanksgiving — isn’t
just about the things that we have. Gratitude
is a way of life: it means a habitual focus

on the day-to-day
plenitude of our
lives. Amidst our
material comfort, we
take so much of what
we have for granted,
focusing instead on
what we don’t have,
what we want (set
the alarm for Black
Friday!), and what

we want to happen. To the extent that we
give thanks, we give it to the cosmos: we
express our happiness that things just
seemed to work out, as though our bless-
ings are merely good luck or the reward of
our own virtuous behavior or hard work.

To cultivate gratitude is to recognize
one’s blessings as gifts, often undeserved
ones, from a God who loves us and contin-
ues to provide for us, in spite of our vanity,
our ignorance and our misdeeds. This
Thanksgiving, rather than naming the
things for which you and your family are
grateful, you might discuss what gratitude
is, how one lives it, how one gives it, and to
whom it ought to be given.

Copyright 2023 The American Con-
servative. Reprinted with permission.

THANKS cont. from P. 2

A spirit of gratitude — the
pathos that is supposed to define
Thanksgiving — isn’t just about the
things that we have. Gratitude is a
way of life ...
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1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents
&&Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 11
/2

3
Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

11/23 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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some of  the  turkey.  Rol l  and p lace
in  the  p repa red  pan .  Repea t  un t i l
bo t t om l aye r  o f  pan  i s  cove red
wi th  ench i l ada s .  Sp read  enough
sauce  over  bo t tom layer  to  cover .
Repea t  p rocess  wi th  second  layer .
Spread  remain ing  sauce  on  top  o f
ench i l ada s  and  sp r i nk l e  w i th  r e -
ma in ing  cheese  mix tu r e .  Bake  i n

p rehea t ed  oven  20  minu t e s  o r
unt i l  bubbly  and  cheese  i s  mel ted .

I  want to wish you all  a Happy
Thanksgiving and hope you are able
to be with as many of your family as
possible. For those family members
that we aren’t  able to be with,  call
them to tell  them how much you
love them and how thankful you are
that they are in your life. We never
know what tomorrow may bring.

what." – Brayan Collins.
Coming up in 4-H, we have the

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Community Christmas Tree Lighting Cer-
emony. The Sierra Shadows members
help the community each year by volun-
teering for the Tree Lighting. The mem-
bers help out by baking treats, planning
games, setting up craft booths and even
singing Christmas carols. This event is lo-
cated at the Flipside parking lot at the

Maywood Center, where a visitor from
the North Pole comes in a firetruck. I
won't say who, but here is a hint: Ho Ho
Ho. We also have the local veterans pro-
viding the presentation of colors and the
Pledge of Allegiance. Then, at the end of
the service, they turn on the Christmas
tree lights.

Another upcoming event is the Sierra
Shadows Christmas party next month. We
have two amazing officers in the Sierra
Shadows 4-H club, and many fun Christ-
mas events are upcoming.

4-H cont. from P. 11

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

• Hummingbirds are the only birds that can
fly backward. In fact, they're so impressive in
the air that they've been referred to as the
"flying ninja."
• And speaking of flying, fruit flies can turn
in midair simply by shrugging their shoul-
ders. 
• Want to feel safer while driving? White cars are considered the safest color be-
cause they typically stand out against black roads. Statistics have also shown that
they're 12 percent less likely to be involved in an accident than black cars.
• Forefingers possess the highest dexterity among their eight neighbors.
• If you ever visit China, don't hug a tree! The act was forbidden after a mass tree
hugging occurred outside of China's imperial garden and the Chinese government
speculated that the huggers were part of a suspicious cult.
• Until it actually blows against something, wind makes no sound.
• Gold will never erode because it is chemically inert, meaning it doesn't react to
oxygen in the atmosphere.
• Earlier this year, Taylor Swift's "Eras" tour performances registered as a 2.3 earth-
quake on seismometers in Seattle due to the collective dancing of her enthusiastic
fans. The activity was compared to 2011's "Beast Quake," in which Seattle Sea-
hawks fans shook the ground as they celebrated a touchdown, but Ms. Swift's lasted
longer.
• During the 12th century, tennis was first played in France, but without rackets. In-
stead, players used the palms of their hands to lob the ball back to their opponents.
• Humans' ability to detect and discern scents fluctuates throughout the day, peak-
ing during the late hours when environmental stimuli decrease, likely due to
changes in body temperature and brain activity.
• Thought for the Day: "For pilgrims walking ... every footfall is doubled, landing
at once on the actual road and also on the path of faith." -- Robert Macfarlane

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 

SSaayy  yyoouu  ssaaww  iitt  iinn
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OCTOBER 2023

Median Listing Price
$478K

Median Days on Market
34

Median Sold Price
$487K

Median Price/SF Sold
$250

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132

Jessica Gonzales
559-408-1784

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161

WE GOT YOU!
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“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”
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“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden

Leaves have been falling and it’s darker earlier, bringing us into the Thanks-
giving season. And the Kiwanis Club of Madera Ranchos has already begun ex-
pressing thanks.

Three of our members presented the Kiwanis Community Service Award to
Valley Children’s Hospital – Oncology Department on Thursday, Nov. 9, thank-

ing Dr. John Gates and his team for
their dedicated service to children
within our communities and be-
yond. A plaque was presented with
lunch provided. Dr. Gates person-
ally gave our three members a tour
of the oncology department and in-
troduced his team of heroes.

Also on Thursday, Nov. 9, two
of our members attended the Sierra
View Elementary flag raising cere-
mony. The Sierra View spokesper-
son asked parents and/or family
members that are veterans to please
come forward so they could be hon-
ored for their service to our coun-
try. Their children were asked to
come and stand with their parents

and/or family member veterans during the honor celebration. Thank you Sierra
View Elementary for honoring veterans and the sincere words shared typifying
the purpose of Veteran’s Day.

Don’t forget we’re offering our Christmas Basket Raffle and the cost of raffle
tickets is six tickets for $5. The basket will be at our Christmas Tea and then we will
set up different venues throughout the communities for folks to view and purchase
tickets. The winner of the basket will be announced at our meeting on Dec. 14. You
can also contact Sally Rowden at rowdensally2@gmail.com to request tickets.

We’ve once again changed our local meeting site. We will continue to meet
the second and fourth Thursdays of every month. Both of our meetings will be
held at Second Son Brews at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 4C in the Madera Ranchos at
6 p.m. If you would like more information on attending a meeting, contact Sally
Rowden at the email above.

While sitting in a doctor’s office last week, I picked up a magazine and found
some interesting information about how more humor in our everyday life is one
of the “fastest and most powerful ways to increase our overall health and well-
being,” according to Steven M. Sultanoff, a clinical psychologist and professor
at Pepperdine University. Five favorite ways were shared on how to lighten up
your day with my personal favorite being attempting to acknowledge daily at
least one thing that I giggled or smiled about. Allen Klein, author of The Heal-
ing Power of Humor, suggests this behavior and I’ve been challenging myself to
identify things that make me giggle or smile every day. Klein indicates with this
practiced behavior, “you’ll likely find the funny in unexpected places — and
laugh a lot more than usual.”

The Kiwanis Club of the Madera Ranchos wants to send the warmest of
wishes to all for a Happy Thanksgiving. www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Time for a HOME change?
Let ME help you.

Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@guarantee.com
DRE LIC. #01894032

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

555599--990033--00885555

11
/2

3

    Real Estate

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

TThhee  LLuuxxuurryy
HHoommee  RReeaallttoorr

LLoouurriiee  FFoollllaanndd

aann  eexxppeerrtt  iinn  yyoouurr  aarreeaa!! AAvvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  RReeaall  EEssttaattee  aanndd  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  nneeeeddss

555599--779900--44772299
FFoollllaanndd@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett

555599--779900--44772299
FFoollllaanndd@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett

BBRREE  ##0011331166334466
TThheeLLuuxxuurryyHHoommeeRReeaallttoorr..ccoomm

TTrruullyy  LLooccaall,,  TTrruullyy  EExxppeerrtt
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/2

3

Kiwanis Service Award to VCH
Kiwanis Korner

Dr. John V. Gates, M.D., second from left,  re-
ceives the Kiwanis Community Service Award for
Valley Children’s Hospital – Oncology Department
from Ranchos Kiwanis members Richard Wayne, ,
Mona Diaz and Ollia Ridge. 
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A recent re-
port shows that
vehicle thefts are
spiking in some
regions of the
United States
while they ap-
pear to be stabi-
lizing in others.
The annual Hot
Spots report re-
leased by the Na-
tional Insurance
Crime Bureau,
the insurance in-
dustry’s not-for-
profit association dedicated to preventing
and combating insurance crime, shows
metro areas and states with the highest rates
of vehicle theft in 2022.

While Colorado topped the list of
states with the highest vehicle theft rates,
which increased in volume from 38,430
thefts in 2021 to 42,706 in 2022, Califor-
nia came in at sixth place. Nationwide
there were 390 metropolitan areas that had
excessive auto thefts. Out of 390 nation-
wide, 21 California cities made the list be-
ginning with Bakersfield. First place in
California and second place in the nation.
The safest in California? San Luis
Obispo/Paso Robles. Dead last of the 21
California cities and #214 out of the 390
nationwide.

The top 10 worst places to park your
car in California? Here they are:

1. Bakersfield
2. San Francisco/Oakland/Berkley
3. Los Angeles/Long Beach/Anaheim
4. Redding

5. Vallejo
6. San Jose
7. Fresno
8. Visalia
9. Yuba City
10. Merced
Madera comes in at #18 out of 21

places in California, but #110 nationwide.
But you’re not out of the woods yet.

Although Madera’s not that bad statewide
or nationwide for auto theft, if you’ve got
one of the following vehicles, you’re ex-
actly what California car thieves are look-
ing for:

1. 2001 Chevrolet Pickup (full size)
2. 2000 Honda Civic
3. 2006 Ford Pickup (full size)
4. 1997 Honda Accord
5. 2013 Hyundai Sonata
6. 2015 Kia Optima
7. 2001 GMC Pickup (full size)
8. 2001 Honda CR-V
9. 2007 Toyota Camry
10. 2002 Chevrolet Tahoe

Where does Madera Region Fall
in California Auto Theft Numbers?

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Since this is a political column, and a
conservative one at that, not much can be
written about our nation’s current situation
that would elicit thankfulness. And frankly,
not much that is positive is being stated by
anyone, anywhere. Conversations with
friends, loved ones, casual acquaintances,
even strangers standing in line at the gro-
cery store, seem invariably to include a
litany of the nation’s problems, accompa-
nied by the woeful shaking of heads and
agreement that the country is in dire peril.
Some diehard Democrats and liberals, and
folks who previously wanted to hear noth-
ing about political affairs, now wring their
hands and clutch their empty wallets right
along with seasoned conservative Republi-
cans.

Conservatives who have stressed the
importance of fiscal responsibility, limited
government interference in our lives, strong
national defense, cohesive family units,
low taxes, safety, quality schools and the
like can take no comfort in the conversion
of those on the left who finally recognize
the disastrous results of their liberal poli-
cies – but who, inexplicably, keep electing
terrible politicians. We can only hope and
pray that it is not too late to save the coun-
try from internal strife, from a deepening
recession, from total lawlessness, from
bankruptcy, from destructive hatred and
from disintegration of the family. We can
pray that common-sense legislation and
proper law enforcement will help to make
our streets, homes, businesses and schools
safer once again. Oh yes, and that we can
shop at the corner drug store where prod-
ucts are not locked away from innocent
shoppers.

This Thanksgiving, we are not grate-
ful for the political turmoil but give thanks
that it isn’t worse.

Thankfully and importantly, we still
enjoy the freedom of religion, and church
doors remain open. Private organizations
and local charities do good work for those
in need. Medical advances extend lives and
alleviate much suffering, thanks in part to

the generosity of Americans who donate
hard-earned money to worthy causes.

Fortunately for humanity, the inces-
sant climate change alarmism is a hoax (as
Vivek Ramaswamy said at the first Repub-
lican debate) and not reality, and the earth
is not burning up. What a relief! But hype
and hysteria over supposed catastrophes are
being used, purposely, to tighten the noose
of government control over all segments of
our lives and to provide trillions of dollars
to government coffers. For example, the
new Biden-Harris proposed “Actions to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions and com-
bat the climate crisis” lists trillions of
dollars in costs.

Interestingly, “climate change” was
formerly hyped as “global warming” by
alarmists. And before that - because they
couldn’t make up their minds whether the
planet was going to warm or cool – they
used the term “inadvertent climate modifi-
cation.” Now the “battle against” so-called
climate change is entrenched in all govern-
ment entities, with the resulting rules and
regulations and aforementioned exorbitant
costs.

Thankfully, we still have the right to
vote, but we must make sure the right is not
abrogated and that our votes are properly
counted. Evidence abounds that the last
election was far from fair. An organization
called Reform California has authored a
statewide constitutional amendment to re-
store election integrity. It would require: 1.
Verification of voter ID for any ballot
counted; 2. Accurate maintenance of voter
rolls; 3. Proper verification of ballot signa-
tures, and 4. Audits of the election process
to ensure full compliance with federal, state
and local laws. Please go to ReformCali-
fornia.org for more information on how the
organization is working toward fair elec-
tions and how you can help. This is a mon-
umental undertaking and worthy of
whatever help we can give.

Also, the hard-working Election In-
tegrity Project California (EIPCa) is pro-
viding training to “… all who wish to
observe the processing of mail-in, provi-
sional and conditional ballots, all of which
go through hundreds of hands and multiple
stages of verification, validation and some-
times ‘remaking’ before being accepted
and counted or being rejected.” This, too,
is a worthwhile endeavor for anyone con-
cerned with election integrity. Please sign
up at eipca.com if you can help.

Happy Thanksgiving to one and all.

Thankfulness, 2023 Style

San Joaquin Valley residents have
been asked to avoid burning wood this
winter to help reduce harmful particulate
matter 2.5 microns and smaller, or
“PM2.5 emissions,” and heat their homes
by means other than burning wood.

“We’re asking San Joaquin Valley
residents to continue the cooperation that
has had a direct, positive impact on pub-
lic health,” said San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District Chief Com-
munications Officer, Jaime Holt.
“Choosing not to use your wood burning
fireplace this winter is critical in our pol-
lution reduction efforts and key to public
health,” she said.

Residential wood burning is one of

the Valley’s largest sources of winter-
time PM2.5 emissions and is shown to
have a direct effect on neighborhood air
quality.

The Residential Wood Smoke Reduc-
tion program runs from Nov. 1 through
February. The District releases a daily,
wood-burning status for each county,
based on the air quality forecast and pro-
vides three burn status levels.

Daily burn information is available by
visiting www.valleyair.org/burnstatus, by
calling 1-800-SMOG INFO (800-766-
4463), or by downloading the free “Valley
Air” app on your mobile device. In addi-
tion, residents are invited to sign up for
daily wood-burning email notifications.

Wood Stove Control Program Starts
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Click on “Local News” at

((555599))  664455--00663344

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RRAANNDDYY  BBAAIILLEEYY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$15
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849
www.bedrockeng.com

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,
pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned
propane company

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY  BASE

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

Commercial/Residential
ALSO specializing in finish

carpentry & handyman services

tile • hardwood • laminate • LVP

Expert installation • over 30 yrs experience

NEW FLOORS 
IN YOUR HOME!

559-994-5908
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468   

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

Lose Weight NOW!

DIET
WORLD

MEDICAL
GROUP

Quick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

224-6744
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in the

Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 



Page 20

Click on “Local News” at

Classified
Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Exterminator
CSI Exterminators - “If you’ve got
a pest, call the best!” Free estimates.
Call 559-293-1779

Firewood
Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood. Round or sp l i t .
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services
The Gut ter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tanda rd
ra in gu t t e r s . Genera l Con t rac to r .
Repa i r Main tenance . 26 yea r s
work ing in the a rea . Cal l 5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .

Housecleaning
O v e r 4 0 y a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e -
R e f e r e n c e s a v a i l a b l e - L u p e ’ s
H o u s e C l e a n i n g , r e s i d e n t i a l ,
o n e - t i m e s e r v i c e , m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s , w i n d o w s , c o n -

s t r u c t i o n c l e a n u p . L u -
p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o . c o m . C a l l
e i t h e r o f o u r L O C A L n u m -
b e r s : 5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2 o r 6 5 0 -
7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .

Property Clean Up
P r o p e r t y c l e a n u p , l a n d s c a p e
maintenance and tree tr imming
- F R E E E S T I M A T E S . P r o f e s -
s iona l and re l i ab l e . Cal l Er i c a t
559-903-3757 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows start at $5 and up -
- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.
Remove hard water stains on home
windows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.

Call Nick at 285-1723.
Free estimates.

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the
figures given at the bottom and right-
hand columns of the diagram by fol-
lowing the arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to complete its
blank squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

11/23

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

• "For that nagging toilet where the chain
on the flush lever keeps getting stuck,
here's what I do: Trash that chain and
use some curling ribbon. Tie it on and
adjust the length. Once you've got it set,
you shouldn't have to mess with it again
for a very long time!" -- M. in Minnesota
• Need pumpkin pie spice? Mix 1/2 tea-
spoon cinnamon, 1/4 teaspoon ginger,
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg and 1/8 teaspoon ground cloves for each teaspoon
needed.
• "Clearance aisles and sales are a savvy shopper's best friend. I buy age-
appropriate games and toys all year from sales rack and with coupons, so
that I am always armed with birthday presents and donations to holiday
drives." -- A.P. in Pennsylvania
• "I try to keep a backpack of 'just in case' items in my car trunk. In the
summer it has sunblock and bug spray, etc. I have just refilled it for win-
ter. There is a bottle of water, snack items as well as large towels that dou-
ble as blankets, tools and a road flare, socks, an extra pair of shoes, etc. It
pays to be safe!" -- C.C. in North Carolina
• Make your own "hot pocket" using rice: Fill an empty sock with rice to
about three-fourths full. Tie or sew closed. Create a pouch by using a ban-
dana to wrap it up; either tie or sew the bandana into a removable pocket.
To use, microwave the sock for 1 to 1 1/2 minutes. Remove carefully. Re-
move bandana and wash from time to time.
• Here's a great cooking hint: When you want to sear meat, make sure you
pat it dry using either paper towels or a kitchen cloth specifically for that
purpose. Any moisture on the meat will cause it to steam cook.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) There's no need for that suspicious Aries mind of yours to work
overtime, either at home or on the job. Remember that appearances are often deceiving.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A new opportunity might seem riskier than you would like.
Examine all sides; then rely on your good sense to guide you toward the right decision.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You might be enjoying your new relationship, but if you're still
unsure of a commitment, continue to hold off. Your instincts are usually right.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might feel under pressure these days, but be careful not to
blow off steam in a way you'll later regret. Opt for a calm discussion to air out grievances.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A difficult situation will need more than your personal charm to
resolve it. Put that Leonine intelligence to work, and you'll soon come up with a prudent
solution.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A friend might resent your well-intended attempt to
offer advice. Back off and let things settle down before you try again. Meanwhile, be cautious
about investments.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Be careful about taking on added obligations at work
and/or in your personal life without first checking to see whether you can handle the extra
load.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A rejection is no reason for you to give up. Check to
see what went wrong and make adjustments. Then try again! Success is in your aspect.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Things should be looking up at work, as your
ideas begin to find favor with both bosses and co-workers. Romantic aspects also improve.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Be more loving with your spouse or partner to
prove that you're not taking them for granted. In addition, business deals will need careful
scrutiny.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) As the holidays approach, be wary of those who can
take unfair advantage of your generous nature. Also, an old injury flares up and needs
attention.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Expect to see some old friends at upcoming holiday
gatherings, including some who were -- and could once again be -- very special in your life.

©2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have a strong sense of responsibility, and whatever
you decide to do, you do it to the best of your ability.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

ADS
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645-0634
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1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the second-largest
country in South America? 2. COMICS: What
is Dennis the Menace's last name? 3. SCI-
ENCE: Who established the universal laws of
motion in the 17th century? 4. MOVIES: What
is the name of Marlon Brando's character in
"A Streetcar Named Desire"? 5. FOOD &
DRINK: What is The Dude's favorite bever-
age in "The Big Lebowski"? 6. TELEVISION:
Which long-running TV comedy features a
character named Diane Chambers? 7. AD
SLOGANS: What item did this ad slogan say
you should not leave home without? 8. LAN-
GUAGE: What is chiaroscuro? 9. HISTORY:
What was the name of the building where the
former Beatle John Lennon was shot to death
in 1980? 10. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in
our solar system is covered in sulphuric acid
clouds?

1.Argentina.
2.Mitchell.
3.IsaacNewton.
4.StanleyKowalski.
5.WhiteRussian.
6."Cheers."
7.TheAmericanExpresscard.
8.Distributionoflightanddarkindrawing

andpainting.
9.TheDakotaapartmentbuilding.
10.Venus.

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1.Adancedonetothesongofthesame
namebyTheDovellsin1961.See
YouTubeforexamplesofthedance.Don't
missthegrandmainthepatchedjeans
demonstratingthedance.2."EveryBeatof
MyHeart,"in1961.Theydidn'thavean-
otherNo.1hituntil"IHeardItThrough
theGrapevine"in1967and"IfIWere
YourWoman"in1970.3.TheFiveSatins,
in1956.It'sbeencoveredbynumerous
othersandusedinseveralfilms,including
"DirtyDancing"in1987and"TheIrish-
man"in2019.4.Richardson,orJP,was
TheBigBopper,whowroteandreleased
"ChantillyLace"aswellasmanyothers.
Hediedin1959intheplanecrashthatalso
killedBuddyHollyandRitchieValens.5.
"WithYouI'mBornAgain,"byBillyPre-
stonandSyreetaWright,in1979.The
songwasusedinthesoundtrackofthe
1979film"FastBreak."

1. What was the Bristol Stomp? 2. Name
the first chart topper for Gladys Knight
& the Pips. 3. Which group released "In
the Still of the Night"? 4. Who was Jiles
Perry Richardson Jr.? 5. Name the song
that contains this lyric: "Come bring me
your softness, Comfort me through all
this madness."

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..

Our next meeting is Monday, November 21 at 6 p.m.

PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..

11
/2

3

We mourn the loss of
our good friend and 

a SEMCU Board Member,
Jeff McGrath,

to a bout with cancer.

Jeff will be sorely missed.

By telephone - dial: 312-757-3121 and you will get
prompted to input the access code 715657949#

By computer, tablet or phone - use the link -
https://www.gotomeet.me/GreystoneConference


