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Click on “Local News” at

By Randy Bailey

Now that the 2016 election is behind
us – many would say “thankfully” – we
know the election outcome nationally and
how we voted in California, but how did
Madera County vote? How “in tune” with
the rest of California are we? Since hind-
sight is 20/20, let’s take a look.

Some Background
There are almost 155,000 people in

Madera County. Of those, 112,373 are
over 18 and (providing they’re citizens and
not criminals) are eligible to vote. How
many are registered to vote? About a third,
or 58,128. Think about that the next time
you get in a group of three people who are
complaining about the government. If
you’re registered to vote, chances are nei-
ther of them are.

So, with only about a third of Madera
County’s eligible voting population regis-
tered to vote, and the 2016 vote being
billed as a pretty important election, how
many actually did show up to vote on No-
vember 8? Just a touch over 35,000.
Here’s what I love: That means about 22
percent of the population determined what
the other 78 percent are going to have to
endure. Actually, it’s worse than that. If
you realize that to win all you need is 50
percent plus 1, now you’re talking about
17,501 votes determining the welfare of
155,000 people. That’s 11.2 percent of the
total population. Tell me your vote doesn’t
matter.

If you were wondering, Madera
County loves its absentee ballots. Of the
35,000 votes cast, over 22,000 were ab-
sentees. Approximately half, 13,000, made

the trip to physically go to the polls and
vote. Enough back story. Here’s how we
voted:

Local – the only local election we had
was for Golden Valley Trustee Area 3 be-
tween Andy Wheeler and Warren Parr,
vying for the seat being vacated by Mike
Kelly. Since Trustees are elected now by
area, we all didn’t get to vote in this one,
but those in Area 3 did and they chose
Andy Wheeler over Warren Parr by a vote
of 456 to 324. That’s right, 57 percent of
780 people chose who has jurisdiction
over your child.

Regional – there were three regional
elections. California Assembly District 5,
U.S. House of Representatives District 16
and the U.S. Senate. These races encom-
passed more than just Madera County. In
the Assembly, Frank Bigelow continued
his winning streak by besting Robert
Carabas 64.5 to 35.5 percent. In Madera
County, Bigelow’s home turf, the num-
bers were 67 to 33 percent. For U.S. Con-
gress, Johnny Tacherra was the Madera
County favorite with 59.5 percent over
Jim Costa. Unfortunately, there was also
Fresno County and Merced County that
got to vote. When you added them into the
mix, Costa won with 57.7 percent.

The U.S. Senate race was interesting
because it was the outgrowth of Califor-
nia’s wise Prop. 14 law that was passed in
2010 (by us no less) that allows the top
two vote getters to compete in the general

election. This year we got to “choose” be-
tween Democrat Kamala Harris and De-
mocrat Loretta Sanchez. Similar to your
ability to get a Model T Ford in any color
you wanted, as long as you wanted black,
the only guarantee in this election was
that, by God, we were going to get a De-
mocrat Senator. California voted for Har-
ris 62.5 to 37.5 percent. Madera County,
wisely noting that it was a glorified coin
toss, gave Harris 50.1 percent to Sanchez’
49.9. Let’s hear it for choice.

National – For President, California
voted exactly as you would expect: 61.5
percent for Hillary Clinton and 33 percent
for Donald Trump. But Madera County
was having none of it. Since we’re not
connected to a coastline here, Madera
County voted 55.2 percent for Trump.
Guess Madera County knew something
the rest of the nation knew.

Propositions – There were 17 propo-
sitions on this year’s ballot. I can not re-
member there ever being that many. You
needed a slide rule and an advanced de-
gree just to navigate through them. I’ve al-
ready written on all of these so unless
something really sticks out, this will just
be a comparison with the final California
vote first and the Madera County results
second (some numbers rounded upward).

Prop 51 School Bonds
PASSED 54-46 FAIL 43-57

Prop 52 Medi-Cal Hospital Fees
PASSED 70-30 PASSED 59-41

Prop 53 Revenue Bonds
FAIL 49-51 PASSED 50.5-49.5

Prop 54 Legislature
PASSED 65-55 PASSED 63-37

Prop 55 Tax Extension
PASSED 62.5-37.5 PASSED 51-49

Prop 56 Cigarette Tax
PASSED 63.5-36.5 FAIL 46-54
Prop 57 Criminal Sentences - Juveniles
PASSED 64-36 FAIL 41-59

Prop 58 English Proficiency
PASSED 73-27 PASSED 60-40

Prop 59 Political Spending
PASSED 53-47 FAIL 38-62

Prop 60 Adult Films
FAIL 46-54 FAIL 41.5-58.5

Prop 61 State Prescription Drug
FAIL 46-54 FAIL 31-69

Prop 62 Death Penalty
FAIL 46-54 FAIL 31-69

Prop 63 Firearms - Ammunition
PASSED 63-37 FAIL 38-62

Prop 64 Marijuana Legalization
PASSED 56-44 FAIL 44-56

Prop 65 Carry-Out Bags
FAIL 45-55 FAIL 31-69

Prop 66 Death Penalty - Procedure
PASSED 51-49 PASSED 51.5-48.5

Prop 67 Ban on Plastic Bags
PASSED 52.5-47.5 FAIL 33-67

Madera County differed from the
State of California on seven of the 17
propositions. In each of the seven cases, an
argument could be made that Madera
County voters took a more “Conservative”
view of the issue being presented. Begin-
ning with Prop 51, a bond issue for
schools, it’s as if Madera County voters

Please see VOTE on P. 14

2016 ELECTION RECAP
how did Madera County vote?

By Julie Snyder

At Thanksgiving, most of us turn inward and think
about what we’re most thankful for and smile. Some fam-
ilies have a tradition of making a “Thanksgiving Tree”
where they write what they’re thankful for on a piece of
paper or “leaf” and tie it to the tree. We still have ours on
display. It’s a great reminder for everyone in the family.

In no particular order, here’s what comes up for my-
self and family. What are some of the things for which
you’re thankful?

1. Laughter -- I’m thankful for laughter. Children and
babies laughing. I’m thankful that I can laugh at myself. I
love when the whole family is grabbing at their bellies.

2. Simple comforts -- I’m thankful for the simplest
of comforts in my own home: For hot water, light and
warmth. I’m thankful for finances that allow us to live
comfortably and be generous with others.

3. Freedom -- Despite frustration with politics, I’m
thankful to be living in the U.S. I’m very thankful for the
men and women — and their families — serving in our

military.
4. Difficult times -- I’m thankful for past adversities

that have formed me into the person I am today. I’m
thankful for difficult times that sharpen me and make me
better in the end.

5. Health -- I’m thankful for my health (both physi-
cal and emotional) and I’m thankful that I have support
and information so I can improve it.

6. My children -- I’m thankful for each of my kids.
Even when they were just a thought on the horizon, they
helped me be a better person so I could be a better mom.

7. Friends and family -- I’m thankful new relation-
ships and connections this past year, both online and right
here at home. Of course, I love my long-time friendships
as well.

8. Best buddies -- These women who know the words
to the song in my heart. I trust them to sing it back to me
when I forget.

9. Nature -- I’m thankful for the beautiful world
around me. For the changing seasons, the brilliant colors,
the promise of coming spring.

10. Today -- Today, because it’s a new adventure.
Today, because it’s another opportunity to make a positive
change. Today, because it’s another chance to open my
eyes and see what a fantastic experience life really is.

Have a Happy Thanksgiving!
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OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!11/16

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store! all prices exp. 12/22/16
except where noted and
are subject to change

Current Hay Prices per Bale

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

$7.99/BALE

$10.99

$7.99

66 bales or more

LOTS of ITEMS
We DELIVER retriever load

block of hay

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

EARLY BLACK FRIDAY
SALE IS ON! CHECK IT OUT

Chicken Egg Layers SALE! SALE! SALE!
15-35% OFF

OAT HAY - Heavy Bales

$10.95/
BALE
& UP

ALFALFA

CRUMBLES

50 LB. bag

and up

do you want HEAT or ASH?
Simply

the BEST
wood

pellets
made!per ton when

you buy

a ton or more
$295
only

When it’s COLD outside,
Golden Fire Pellets
make a DIFFERENCE!

All
only

15-20%OFF

King Senior

SENIOR
DELIGHT
horse feed

$5 OFF

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
2% cash back • does your feed store do that? • 2% cash back • does your feed store do that?

2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?•2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?
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when you buy 3 or more bags

FLY
MASKS

Good News for
Ranchos customers:

$50

Timothy Hay ..........................................................
Orchard Grass (Oregon) ...........................................
Orchard/Rye .........................................................
Bermuda Grass ...................................................
Alfalfa ...................................................................
Straw .....................................................................
Oat Hay (Heavy Bales) ................................................
Cattle Oat Hay .....................................................

$20.99
$20.99
$18.99
$11.49
$10.95 (and up)

$ 8.99
$ 7.99
$ 5.99 (and up)

RR
TIES

By Randy Bailey

If life gives you lemons, make
lemonade. With millions of dead trees in
the Sierra National Forest, disposing of
them before something catastrophic hap-
pens has been on the top of the mind of
many people in the North Fork area. On
Thursday, Nov. 3, there was a ground-
breaking ceremony for what many con-

sider a clever solution to the problem.
North Fork Community Power and

Yosemite/Sequoia RC&D Council
hosted what is the first steps of building
a 2-Megawatt bioenergy facility at the
Old Mill Site located at 34000 Koso
Nobe Road in North Fork.

The groups have been working with
Phoenix Energy, a San Francisco-based
private label power company that “…

builds, owns and operates on-site bio-
mass gasification plants in partnership
with businesses in the agricultural, waste,
and forestry industries.” Phoenix Energy
helps its partners become their own en-
ergy providers.

Two Years in the Works
The project has been in the works for

at least the last two years, focusing on fi-
nancing to complete the project at a de-

serted sawmill in North Fork that closed
down in the early 1990s. Once in opera-
tion, the biomass facility will generate
power through its process of disposing of
dead forest trees.

Funded through a $5 million grant
from the California Energy Commission
and $900,000 in New Markets Tax Credit

North Fork has Solution for Energy Needs, Devastated Forest Trees

Please see TREES on P. 15
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2017. Delivery must be by August 31, 2017.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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I  t hough t  t he  i dea  o f  t r i gge r
w a r n i n g s  w a s  l a u g h a b l e .  L i t e r -
a l l y .  I  l a u g h e d  s o  h a r d  w h e n  I
r ead  abou t  t hem and  d id  such  a
d r a m a t i c  e y e  r o l l  t h a t  I  g a v e
m y s e l f  a  h e a d a c h e .  I  a l s o
t h o u g h t  t h a t  h a d  t o  b e  t h e  e x -
t e n t  o f  t h e  r i d i c u l o u s  c o d d l i n g
tha t  t ook  p l ace  on  co l l ege  cam-
p u s e s .  I  w a s  w r o n g .  T h e r e ’ s
mo r e ,  a n d  i t ’ s  n o t  f u n n y  a t  a l l .
I t ’ s  j u s t  s ad .  So  ve ry  s ad .  

A s  i f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t r i g g e r
w a r n i n g s  i s n ’ t  r i d i c u l o u s
enough ,  t he r e  a r e  p ro f e s so r s  so
wor r i ed  abou t  t he  men t a l  hea l t h
o f  t he i r  s t uden t s  a f t e r  t h i s  e l e c -
t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m a k i n g
m i d t e r m s  o p t i o n a l .  P o o r  b a b i e s
need  t ime  to  p rocess  th i s  tu rn  o f
e v e n t s  a n d  c r y i n g  i n t o  t h e i r
c r a f t  b e e r  a n d
b i t ch ing  on  so -
c i a l  m e d i a  i s
t a x i n g  e n o u g h
wi thou t  hav ing
to  wor ry  abou t
s t u d y i n g  f o r
exams .  I  mean ,
h e y ,  i t ’ s  j u s t
c o l l e g e .  I t ’ s
n o t  l i k e  i t ’ s
s u p p o s e d  t o
p r e p a r e  y o u
f o r  l i f e  o r  a n y t h i n g .  W a i t .
Wha t?  I t  i s ?  Oh ,  man .  We’ r e  a l l
s c r ewed .  

W h a t ’ s  r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  k i c k
you  i n  t he  pan t s  i s  t ha t  i t ’ s  no t
l i k e  t h i s  i s  h a p p e n i n g  a t
Bubba ’ s  House  o ’  Lea rn in ’  –  i t
was  a  p ro f e s so r  a t  Ya l e ,  and  ev -
i d e n t l y  h e  s t a r t e d  a  t r e n d .  H e
d idn ’ t  t h ink  h i s  s t uden t s  shou ld
h a v e  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  a  p e s k y
mid t e rm  in  t he  wake  o f  a  T rump
win .  Neve r  m ind  a l l  o f  t he  work
a n d  s t r e s s  t h e y  h a d  t o  e n d u r e
j u s t  t o  g e t  a c c e p t e d  t o  s u c h  a
p r e s t i g i o u s  s c h o o l ,  t h e y  o b v i -
ous ly  can ’ t  hand l e  t he  s t r e s s  o f
a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  I  g u e s s
i t ’ s  a  g o o d  t h i n g  i t  o n l y  h a p -
pens  eve ry  fou r  yea r s  o the rw i se
no  one  wou ld  eve r  g r adua t e .  

Do  t he se  p ro f e s so r s  even  r e -
a l i z e  h o w  i n s u l t i n g  t h i s  r e a l l y
i s ?  To  t r e a t  co l l ege  s t uden t s  a s
ch i l d r en  i s  no t  p ro t ec t i ng  t hem,
i t ’ s  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y
sys tem as  a  who le  has  ze ro  f a i th
in  t he  s t uden t  bod i e s ’  ab i l i t y  t o

Trigger Warnings Part II

l e a rn ,  g row  and  adap t .  Hey  k id ,
y o u  a r e n ’ t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  b e
d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  l i f e  a n d  s t i l l
m a n a g e  t o  b e  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d
m o v e  f o r w a r d ,  s o  w e ’ l l  j u s t  l e t
y o u  b e  s t a g n a n t  a n d  l a z y .  I t ’ s
good  fo r  you .  

I  p e r s o n a l l y  w o u l d n ’ t  b e
g r a t e f u l  i f  m y  p r o f e s s o r s  g a v e
m e  t h e  o p t i o n  t o  s k i p  t h e

m i d t e r m ;  I
w o u l d  b e  o f -
f e n d e d .  H o w
d a r e  y o u  t h i n k
s o  l i t t l e  o f  m e
t h a t  y o u  a s -
s u m e  I  c o l -
l a p s e  i n t o  a
d e p r e s s i o n
w h e n  I  d o n ’ t
g e t  m y  w a y .
W e  a r e  t e a c h -
i n g  t h e  a r t  o f

t a n t r u m s  i n  c o l l e g e .  C a n  y o u
ma jo r  i n  t ha t ?  

Y o u  k n o w ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g
an  en ab l e r  f o r  t he  l a zy  m a lcon -
t e n t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  h o w  a b o u t
you  t ry  th i s  on  fo r  s i ze  Mr .  Ya le
P r o f e s s o r :  B e  a n  e x a m p l e  t o
y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  l i f e  i s  a b o u t
m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  a n d  n o t  a b o u t
t h r o w i n g  a  f i t  w h e n  y o u  d o n ’ t
g e t  w h a t  y o u  w a n t .  O u r  f u t u r e
l eade r s  a re  s i t t i ng  in  those  sea t s
and  we  a r e  a l l owing  t hem to  be
t a u g h t  t h a t  y o u  s i m p l y  d o n ’ t
h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  l i f e  w h e n  i t
ge t s  ha rd .  Ju s t  t h row  the  cove r s
o v e r  y o u r  h e a d ,  p u t  o n  s o m e
sappy  emo  song  and  s l e ep  un t i l
t he r e ’ s  a  who le  new  se t  o f  p rob -
l e m s  i n  y o u r  l i f e  y o u  f e e l  y o u
may  j u s t  be  equ ipped  t o  hand l e .  

I  w o n d e r  i f  t h a t  I v y  L e a g u e
p r o f e s s o r  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  t h a t
l e v e l  o f  s y m p a t h y  a n d  c o m p a s -
s i o n  f o r  h i s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t u -
den t s  had  t he  e l e c t i on  gone  t he

What’s  real ly  going to
kick  you in  the  pants  is  that
i t ’s  not  l ike this  is  happening
at  Bubba’s House o’ Learnin’
– i t  was a professor at  Yale,
and evident ly  he  s tar ted  a
trend.

Please see GEN WHY on P. 9
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By Randy Bailey

Now that the election is over we
can get back to things that matter. Num-
ber one among things that matter? Dis-
seminating wrong information on
Facebook.

Social media added a whole new
wrinkle to the latest election cycle. Peo-
ple who didn’t know their butt from
their elbow now had a means by which
to weigh in on the topics of the day and
get it all wrong. Early on I saw it com-
ing. I very gently suggested to friends
and acquaintances that Facebook –
which up until that point had been the
domain of pictures of the grandkids,
funny cat videos and recipes ad nau-
seam (“Tasty!”) – was probably not the
best venue for political discussion.
Something just gets lost in the transla-
tion on Facebook. As an example, I
tried to explain to an acquaintance on
Facebook who was going off about
Donald Trump losing the popular vote
that the difference in votes (at that time)
was only equal to about a city the size
of Fresno. I then explained that it’s the
Electoral College that elects the presi-
dent. Her response? “This isn’t about
Fresno.”

OoooKaaaay …
Matt Masur is a “progressive ac-

tivist” who wrote a Facebook guideline
piece that was posted in the Huffington
Post. His key point? “Even more dan-

gerous are the posts that don’t appear to
be far-fetched until you dig into the de-
tails. The big problem with that … peo-
ple don’t dig for the details.” He
concluded his thought by saying, “What
we have now is not only uninformed but
misinformed masses. That’s something
that should scare us all.” Here are his
key points:

1. Read first. Then share. Don’t
share based on the headline. This is the
worst thing any of us can do. Stop being
lazy.

2. Check the source (and their
sources). In the age of new media, true
and valid information comes from non-
traditional sources but so does a lot of
garbage. Any article that posts facts,
figures or quotes should provide a
source for that information. If there is
no backup for their claims, move on.

3. Watch out for recycled stories.
Often old stories are being presented as
happening now. Check the date on the
story before you read on. You’ll be
shocked to see how many are from an-
other time and aren’t applicable to the
current event you thought they were
talking about.

4. If you care about facts, ignore
the blatantly slanted. Having a slant or
taking a position on a story is not wrong
in itself. What is wrong is when these
ideas are taken as unbiased fact. You
can avoid all of this by simply avoiding
websites with the words Conservative,

Facebook Election Misinformation

“We stand for an
idea whose time
is now: Only by

lifting the
weights from

the
shoulders of

all, can
people truly
prosper and

can peace
among all
nations be

secure.”

Editorial

Liberal, Democrat, Republican, etc. in
the title. They are just advertising how
slanted they are. That’s ok if you choose
to live in your side’s bubble but please
don’t have any delusions that these sto-
ries reflect the whole picture.

5. Google it. God gave us Google
for a reason. If you see a story that’s un-
believable or has no sources or even if it
does, verify. See if the same facts are re-
ported across multiple outlets. See if
anyone disputes these facts. Read these
pieces and then make up your mind.

Masur says, “If we could all take
these simple steps our society would be
a better place. We all have opinions and
leanings. There is nothing wrong with
that, but could we at least all come from
a starting point based on facts and real-
ity? The truth is, sharing illogical things
begins to erode YOUR credibility and it
makes you look foolish. Trust me, I
speak from experience.”

Feel free to share this.
Please.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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www.ranchosdental.net

11/16

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”

Happy 20thAnniversary
Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

Our dedicated Doctor and Staff look forward to many
more years of making smiles beautiful and bright.

Seniors Vote in New Officers, Board
Senior Report

By Patti Groh

Christmas is getting close and again I say,
“Wherehas theyeargone?”Idon’tknowabout
you, but as I get older each year whizzes by
faster than the year before.

At our Nov. 8 general meeting, new offi-
cersandboardofdirectorswerevoted in.These
include Verlaine Elin-
burg, president; Carol
Wood, vice-president;
Shirley Tickel, treasurer;
Diane Maxfield, assistant
treasurer; Rita Selmon,
recording secretary; Patti
Groh, correspondence
secretary; Helen Lowell,
parliamentarian; and
board members Joliene
Mason, Roy Cochran,
Elva Earll, Nancy Koontz and Ethel Hansen.
The initiationof theseofficersandboardmem-
berswill beheldat theDec.13generalmeeting
at 6:30 p.m.

Also on that evening will be the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors Members Christmas Dinner.
Eachmembermaybringaguestata$10charge
(nocost formembers).Hamwillbeprovidedby
theCenterwithmembersasked tobringpotluck
items to round out the menu. We are asking that
you sign up at the center. Last year we had our
first Christmas Table Centerpiece Competition.
There were some beautiful (and some amusing)
entries. It really was an enjoyable event and so
we’re going to do it again. I don’t have particu-
lars on who is in charge of it this year, but there
are10 tablesand I’msure ifyou tell Joannat the
center (645-4864), she’ll get the information to
the appropriate chairperson.

The Center’s Christmas Boutique and
bake sale will be held both Dec. 3 and 10. The
Treasure House and Garden will also be open.
Thank you for the wonderful and plentiful
bakedgoods thatwereavailableat the firstSat-
urday of November sale. Please remember in
Decemberwewillneedgoodies twoweekends.
SpecialChristmas itemswouldbegreat,but the
usual standardsarealsodesirable.Theboutique

will also welcome your handmade Christmas
items.CarolWooddoesawonderful jobofdis-
playing and selling the boutique items.

Ranchos/Hills Seniors wish to acknowl-
edge and thank the Oddfellows Lodge 327 for
theirgenerousdonation to theCenter.Thiswas
from the money they collected from their Oct.
15 breakfast. The Oddfellows serve breakfast

the third Saturday
of every month,
donatingproceeds
to a nonprofit or-
ganization. The
December break-
fast is on Dec. 17
at the Oddfellows
Hall at 14862
Road 29, the
southwest corner
of Road 29 and

Avenue 15. You are encouraged to come out,
enjoy a great breakfast and support the next
nonprofit.

Because Christmas is on a Sunday, the
Center is closed on the following Monday,
Dec. 26, but the Center will be open on New
Year’sEve,Dec.3l.Foodwillbeapotluckbuf-
fet of finger foods. Some people will stay and
party until midnight, but don’t feel that you
have to. You’re welcome to come and stay as
little or long as you like.

I would like to remind seniors in the area
that lunch is available Monday through Friday
to provide nutritious food and warm compan-
ionship. Seniors must call in to the Center the
day before you plan to eat, before 11:30 a.m.
Joann then lets the food preparers in Madera
knowjusthowmuchfood theyneed todeliver.
The Center’s phone number is 645-4864.

The 2017 membership application pack-
etsareavailableat theCenter.Pleasepickyours
up and turn your application in as soon as pos-
sible.

Here’s a little “tickler” – coming in Feb-
ruary, tickets will become available to (per-
haps) win a beautiful, handmade quilt, made
and donated by Dot Husted. More information
will be available in January.

T h e 2 0 1 7 m e m b e r s h i p
a p p l i c a t i o n p a c k e t s a re
a v a i l a b l e a t t h e C e n t e r.
P l e a s e p i c k y o u r s u p a n d
t u r n y o u r a p p l i c a t i o n i n
a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e .

The Ranchos Independent
The Ranchos Independent
The Ranchos Independent
The Ranchos Independent
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

The Bookshelf

By Amanda Judd

Please join the Ranchos Library for our
Annual Holiday Party on Thursday, Dec. 1 at
6 p.m. Friends of the Ranchos Library will be
hosting our celebration. Refreshments will be
provided. Be sure to come in and help us dec-
orate our Christmas Tree. December is “Hi,
Neighbor” month and what a fantastic way
this would be to get know people and partic-
ipate in something fun in your community.

December is also Read a New Book
Month. We are continuously putting out new
and exciting titles. Be sure to come in and
check out our New Book Section. Books also
make excellent gifts. Stop by our Book Sale
Room and see if you can find a gently loved
book that would be perfect for someone spe-
cial on your gift list.

We continue to receive questions about
our recycling program. The library does con-
tinue to recycle. We accept cardboard, paper,
aluminum, plastic, glass and cans. We do not
accept Styrofoam. For more information,
please contact the library. We would be
happy to answer your questions. All pro-
ceeds we receive go to benefit the Ranchos
Library directly.

Please remember that if you are an on-
line shopper and utilize Amazon for your pur-
chases, be sure to use your Amazon Smile
account and help support the Ranchos Li-
brary. If you have not registered with Ama-
zonSmile simply type the following in your
web browser: smile.amazon.com/ch/77-
0298991 The Ranchos Library will receive
donations from eligible purchases. It is a fan-
tastic way to contribute to our library while
you do your holiday shopping.

Thank you to all of you that have do-
nated to our Bucks for Books program.
These donations go a long way to help us
bring in new books for our library. All of the
donations stay local to the Ranchos Library.
Just be certain to designate the Ranchos Li-
brary on your Property Tax Insert when you
make your contribution. We appreciate all of
your support.

Party Time at the Ranchos Library

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214

Sun-Mon Closed • Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org



Page 8

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

11/16 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Pump Up
the Pumpkin

by Jean BrinerHere we are in autumn already. I love
the fall time of the year – not real cold yet,
and a lot cooler than what we have been
through. Probably the only people that
don’t like this weather are at PG&E. We
can open our windows and doors and
enjoy.

What do you usually think of when
this time of year gets here? Football
games? Beautiful orange and red leaves
on the trees (and then you have to rake
the lousy things up)? Thanksgiving?
Pumpkins! Over the past few years I
used to pick up Randy’s, and then
Adam’s, kids after school at Sierra
View and I loved to sit there and watch
the little ones on the days they came
back to the school after their trip to the
Pumpkin Patch. What excitement! They
were so protective of their precious
treasures. They hung on to them like the
star football player running with the ball
to the goal line.
Hopefully they all
had someone at
home that could
help them make
that all important
Jack ‘O Lantern.

Pumpkin Any-
one?

And what are
you reminded of
when we say
“ P u m p k i n ” ?
Pumpkin Pie,
Pumpkin Bread
and lots of other
desserts made with pumpkins? Most peo-
ple don’t bother with seeding, peeling,
and cooking a pumpkin any more, they
just buy a can. 

Although pumpkin pie is not my fa-
vorite, my Mom did make delicious ones.
She usually made two for Thanksgiving
except when she knew her grandson Steve
would be there, then she would always
make a couple extras. She didn’t have any
secret recipe, not even one written on her
cards. Her recipe was on the back of a can
of Libby’s pumpkin. Each large can will
make two pies.

In going through Mama’s recipe
cards, I found this one. She has cut it out
of a newspaper and taped it to one of her
cards so I will copy it as it is. If you can’t
make good pie crust (like me) or just don’t
like to make pie crust, this recipe would
be ideal and it sounds good too.

No Crust to Screw Up
Make the pumpkin-pie mixture from

the large can of Libby’s pumpkin. Pour it
into a large deep casserole. (I’d say she
used about a 3-quart Corningware dish.)

In a large bowl blend a package of
spice cake mix with two cubes of melted
butter.

Drop this mixture by spoonfuls on
top of the pie mixture in the casserole
dish.

Bake at 350 for about 1 ½ hours.
Now I ask you – doesn’t that sound

good? How about a big spoon of this with
a blob of whipped cream on it – or a
scoop of vanilla ice cream. Yummy.

The following pumpkin bread
recipes are for everyone, but especially

for the lady that
called the office
and requested them
and before I could
get back to her, I
misplaced her
phone number. The
first one is my
Mother’s.

Pumpkin Nut
Bread

1 C margarine
3 C sugar
3 eggs
1 large can

pumpkin
3 C sifted all purpose flour
1 ½ tsp salt
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp cloves
½ tsp nutmeg
1 tsp vanilla
2 C chopped nuts
1 C raisins
Cream together margarine and sugar.

Beat in eggs, add pumpkin and vanilla,
mixing well. Sift together dry ingredients,
blend with pumpkin mixture. Add nuts
and raisins.

Bake in loaf pans for 40 to 45 min-
utes in preheated 350 oven.

The following recipe is my sister

And what are you re-
minded of  when we say
“Pumpkin”? Pumpkin Pie,
Pumpkin Bread and lots  of
other desserts  made with
pumpkins? Most people don’t
bother with seeding, peeling,
and cooking a pumpkin any
more, they just buy a can. 

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Click on “Local News” at 

20 HP • 30 HP • 60 HP
120 HP Tractors

16 FT Dump Trailer

www.cowboystock.net

We have the size for your job!

209-652-9043
Call for an estimate
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Faye’s (Randy’s mom). You will notice it
doesn’t take any eggs.

Faye’s Pumpkin Bread
Oven 350 Yield – 3 loaves
1 can pumpkin
4 C sugar
1 C oil
Mix together, then add to pumpkin
mixture:
2 tsp baking soda
2 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp cloves
1 tsp nutmeg
1 tsp salt
5 C flour
Bake in prepared pans 70 minutes

I have a very dear friend living in
Chowchilla that I went to school with since
the seventh grade. She took over as man-
ager of the high school cafeteria when my
mother retired. Every year she invites my
sister and me up to her house for a Christ-
mas luncheon. A couple of years ago she
served a pumpkin roll that was really deli-
cious. I asked her for the recipe and I’ll
pass it on to you.

Pumpkin Cake Roll
3 eggs

1 C sugar
1 tsp lemon juice
2/3 C pumpkin
1 C chopped nuts
¾ C flour
1 tsp baking powder
½ tsp ginger
½ tsp salt
2 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp nutmeg
Filling:
1 C powdered sugar
6 oz. pkg. cream cheese- softened
¼ C butter - softened
½ tsp vanilla
Preheat oven at 375. Grease a

15x10x1-inch baking pan and line with
waxed paper. Grease and flour the paper.
Set aside.

In a mixing bowl, beat eggs on high
for 5 minutes. Gradually beat in sugar until
thick and lemon colored. Add pumpkin
and lemon juice.

In another bowl (I use a large piece of
wax paper so you won’t have another bowl
to wash) mix flour, cinnamon, baking
powder, salt, ginger and nutmeg, fold into
pumpkin mixture.

Spread batter into prepared pan, sprin-
kle with nuts.

Bake at 375 for 15 minutes or until

cake springs back when lightly touched.
Be careful not to bake too long or it will
be too dry to roll.

Immediately turn out on a clean towel
that has been dusted with powdered sugar.
Peel off paper and roll cake up in the towel
starting with the narrow end. Cool.

Meantime, in a mixing bowl, beat
cream cheese, 1 cup powdered sugar, but-
ter and vanilla until fluffy.

When cake has cooled, carefully un-
roll the cake. Spread filling over cake to
within 1 inch of edges. Roll up again (not
in towel). Cover and chill until serving.
Dust with powdered sugar if desired.

Happy Thanksgiving.

This story originally appeared in the
October 2009 issue of the Ranchos
Independent. -- Editor

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

o the r w ay . O h , t ha t ’ s r i gh t , t hey
d o n ’ t f o s t e r c o n s e r v a t i v e i d e a l s
a n d o p i n i o n s i n t h e A m e r i c a n
Un ive r s i t y sys t em, i t ’ s go l e f t o r
go home .

O f c o u r s e , m y o p p o n e n t s
w o u l d s a y I h a v e n o h e a r t , n o
c o m p a s s i o n , n o f e e l i n g . I a m a
c o l d , r i g h t - w i n g r a d i c a l w h o
th inks fee l ings don’ t ma t t e r and I
a l s o h a t e b a b i e s a n d u n i c o r n s .
T h e y a p p l a u d t h e Y a l e p r o f e s s o r
a n d o t h e r s l i k e h i m f o r h a v i n g
s u c h s t r o n g c o m p a s s i o n f o r h i s
s t u d e n t s t h a t h e r e c o g n i z e s t h e
p a i n s o m e o f t h e m a r e g o i n g
t h r o u g h , h a v i n g f a i l e d t o p u t
t h e i r l i b e r a l d a r l i n g i n t o t h e
W h i t e H o u s e . W e n e e d t o h a v e
sympa thy fo r them because , we l l ,
t h e y ’ v e b e e n r a i s e d i n a s o c i e t y
t h a t h a n d s o u t t r o p h i e s j u s t f o r
pa r t i c i pa t i ng and r ibbons ju s t fo r
s h o w i n g u p . T h e s t u d e n t s a r e n ’ t
t a u g h t h o w i t f e e l s t o l o s e b e -
c a u s e l o s i n g w o u l d b e d e t r i m e n -
t a l t o t h e i r s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e , a n d
i f w e ’ v e l e a r n e d a n y t h i n g f r o m
t h e l a s t 2 0 y e a r s i t ’ s t h a t s e l f -
c o n f i d e n c e i s m o r e i m p o r t a n t
t han ha rd work , t enac i t y , ded i ca -
t i on o r sk i l l . I t ’ s s e l f - con f idence
t h a t c o u n t s , e v e n i f t h e r e i s a b -
s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g i n t h e p e r s o n ’ s
c h a r a c t e r o r p e r s o n a l r e p e r t o i r e
t h a t c a n b a c k i t u p . W e s h o u l d
d e f i n i t e l y p e r p e t u a t e t h i s c y c l e
b e c a u s e i t ’ s d o i n g w o n d e r s f o r
ou r coun t ry .

You a ren ’ t t h r i l l ed wi th you r
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ? M a k e s u r e y o u
v o t e . I t d i d n ’ t w o r k o u t t h i s
t ime? Try aga in nex t t ime . Don’ t
l i k e s o m e o f t h e p r o p o s e d l a w s
t h a t a r e c o m i n g o n d o w n t h e
p i k e ? D o s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t .
V o l u n t e e r t o s u p p o r t y o u r f a -
v o r i t e c a u s e . S t a r t a p e t i t i o n t o
r a i s e awarenes s . Wr i t e you r con -
g re s smen and women .

I g e t i t : I t s u c k s w h e n t h e
e l e c t i o n d o e s n ’ t g o y o u r w a y . I
haven ’ t l i ked the ou t come in the
l a s t t w o p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s .
Bu t you know wha t? I go t up the
nex t day , I wen t t o work , I wen t
t o c l a s s , I t ended to my re spons i -
b i l i t i e s a n d I m o v e d f o r w a r d
knowing tha t I t r i ed and I wou ld
t r y a g a i n n e x t t i m e a r o u n d a n d
h o p e t h i n g s w e n t m y w a y . I t ’ s
t ime to g row up peop l e . Your l i t -
t l e Y a l e p r o f e s s o r c a n ’ t p r o t e c t
you fo reve r .

GEN WHY cont. from P. 4
Page 9
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Click on “Local News” at

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Donald Trump’s voters came from
many different perspectives: from those
who supported him completely no matter
what to those who held their noses and
voted for him as their only choice. But all
agreed on one thing: that unless something
is done – and soon – our country is about to
take its last gasp as a beacon of freedom
and become just another broke socialist
third-world nanny state.

One Nation
Regardless of how each of us voted,

Donald Trump will be our president. We
wish him well and pray for him and our
country and that he will rise to the awesome
responsibility the voters have given him.
We will give him a chance to prove himself
and remember that
some changes will be
more difficult than
others.

The election in-
sured that the presi-
dency and congress
will be in Republican
hands and Republi-
cans are generally
perceived to be con-
servatives. New Supreme Court justices are
expected to be constitutionalists or “origi-
nalists.”

This scenario offers the best opportu-
nity ever (at least in my lifetime) to return
our country to the greatness that resulted
from adherence to the Constitutional prin-
ciples of limited government, rule of law
and individual liberty.

Conversely, however, it offers the pos-
sibility of the greatest missed opportunity,
or worse, of all time. With all federal power
vested in one party, even the one we might
identify with, there exists the temptation to-
ward the very corruption, cronyism and
overreach that we voted to end. We are,
after all, talking about politicians who are
mere fallible human beings with, usually,
overly inflated egos.

Hold the President and
Congress accountable

Let’s remember that Mr. Trump is a re-
covering Democrat who does not profess to
be a conservative but rather a pragmatist.
We must also remember that Republicans
in congress have been worthless in the

cause of liberty and fiscal responsibility,
even with control of both houses.

We and those before us have allowed
the government to run amok and trample on
our rights. We must learn from our past
mistakes and get involved now more than
ever, lest we squander this golden opportu-
nity. We must not go back to sleep as usual.
We can’t be engaged only at election time
and then just yawn and go back to our daily
lives, trusting those we elected to govern
wisely. They don’t!

President-Elect Trump made many
promises applauded by conservatives/ con-
stitutionalists and which we hope he can
manage to honor. But already we see evi-
dence of the status quo with Republicans in
congress and a softening of Trump’s re-
solve to keep his promises.

For instance, he promised to return ed-
ucation to the states, but in September he
proposed $20 billion in block grants to ex-
pand charter and private school options for
low-income children. The goal may be
laudable, but this is not getting the federal
government out of education. It is more of
the same.

Meanwhile the House of Representa-
tives is proving why
Trump pledged to
“drain the swamp” as
they offer a bill to
bring back earmarks,
which the House it-
self banned years
ago. Earmarks, of
course, allow a politi-
cian to direct tax
money to projects,

such as the infamous bridge to nowhere,
that benefit special friends or special inter-
ests. This could be considered cronyism or
buying votes, and either way it is wrong. As
the Heritage Foundation said: “You can’t
drain the swamp by bringing back ear-
marks.”

The best way for us to influence fed-
eral policies and the president is to know
and keep in touch with our congressional
representatives. We can search their web-
sites, become acquainted with their voting
records, call them, Fax them and visit them
when they are home on one of their many
breaks. They are the ones who pass the
laws, good or bad, and the president merely
carries them out. Or at least that’s the way
it’s supposed to work.

A step in the right direction might be
asking your representative how he or she
intends to vote on the earmarks bill and of-
fering your opinion. Let’s make America
great again, one step at a time!

For information and resources,
please visit www.teapartypatriots.org.

The election’s over --
Trust but verify

The best way for us to influ-
ence federal policies and the
president is to know and keep
in touch w i t h o u r c o n g re s -
s i o n a l representatives.

• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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Since 1985 • We are a California STAR Station
Emissions Testing and Repair • We employ only ASC Certified Technicians

Call for an estimate and appointment • Check us out on FaceBook
www.completecarcarefresno.com
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I chose today’s topic due to the
rash of failed water pumps I replaced
this month. These water pump failures
were predictable and preventable be-
cause the primary cause was low
coolant levels.

At my shop, whenever an engine
oil change is performed we also per-
form a large vehicle preventative
maintenance inspection. That includes
cooling system testing. If the vehicle's
coolant level is low, it indicates a
leak. Some customers choose not to
repair cooling systems leaks as long
as the engine is not overheating. In-
stead, they choose to top off the cool-
ing system from time to time. In my
professional opinion, that's a bad de-
cision. Sooner or later the leak will
need to be repaired. Many times it's
later, when the water pump fails.
That's what happened with the three
water pumps I have replaced so far
this month.

The vehicle that prompted this ar-
ticle is a 1993 Mitsubishi pick up. The
upper radiator tank has been cracked
and leaking for some time but the cus-
tomer adopted the top off from time to
time strategy. Yesterday when I saw
the Mitsubishi on the flat bed of the
tow truck I knew it probably wasn't
good. When the water pump failed, it
also took out the belt. Hope he caught
it before the engine overheated and
damaged the cylinder head gasket. We
will see tomorrow. Cooling system
leaks can lead to catastrophic engine
failures. The proper time to repair a
cooling system leak is before. Now,
instead of just a radiator repair, I need
to replace the water pump and belt.
Oh, almost forgot, the water pump on
this vehicle is under the timing cover
which means the timing belt is likely
in the way. WOW. I see a long-
awaited vacation in my near future.

Here's my explanation of how
water pump failure is caused from
LOW (not empty) coolant levels. The
water pump impeller moves coolant
through the engine block, cylinder
head and back into the radiator where
the heat is dissipated. The impeller
draws fresh, cool coolant from the ra-

Don’t Fail Your Water Pump

diator into the water pump, com-
presses it and pushes it out the other
side into the engine block. When the
water pump impeller is not sub-
merged, it mixes air bubbles into the
coolant resulting in foaming and cavi-
tation. Waves in the ocean kind of do
the same thing as the wave curls over
and traps air into the ocean water cre-
ating the white foam. The illustration
I like to use with my customers to ex-
plain cavitation is imagine a large ship
riding high in the water with its pro-
peller partially submerged. As the pro-
peller blade rotates it smashes into the
water pulverizing and aerating it. The
consequence of this action is cavita-
tion. When cavitation happens, a
heavy vibration occurs when the air
bubbles burst and then again when the
blade slaps the water. Same thing hap-
pens when the water pump impeller
vanes are partially submerged. The vi-
brations on the impeller are trans-
ferred through the impeller shaft,
destroying the water pump bearing.
Once the bearing fails the pump shaft
no longer spins true and the shaft seal
begins to leak. Also, worn out coolant
also allows bubbles to form on cast
aluminum housings and create pits, or
cavities, when they explode.

I recommend pulling the owner’s
manual from the vehicle’s glove box
and read the manufacturer’s recom-
mended service intervals. Engine
coolant does wear out. Exchanging
coolant at the recommended interval
does reduce premature failures of the
cooling system. Just a footnote here:
If you haven't noticed, the lower radi-
ator hose is larger than the upper radi-
ator hose because it's on the suction
side (negative pressure) of the water
pump and suction is less efficient. The
upper radiator hose is smaller in di-
ameter because it's on the discharge or
positive pressure side of the water
pump. Whenever a radiator hose
blows apart, it's the upper hose be-
cause it's the one with positive pres-
sure.

For suggestions on future topics
or questions concerning a vehicle, I
can be contacted at completecar-
care@hotmail.com or Facebook me at
Complete Car Care.

Hope this helps. Happy Thanks-
giving all. God Bless America and
God Bless 93636.

Warren Parr
Twice NAPA/ASC California Tech-

nician of the Year
2013 NAPA/ASC National Techni-

cian of the Year, Second Runner Up.
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Annual

Chamber Christmas Mixer
Wednesday, December 14

6-7:30 p.m.
37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C Madera Ranchos

Everyone is invited. Great food will be served.
Our Merry Christmas to you. Call 645-4001 for info.

Help a Foster Child
this Christmas

through the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and CASA

Ranchos Area Upcoming Events

Annual Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Come join in the celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our
Veterans at Veterans Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks,
beverages, Christmas carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

MaywoodShoppingCenter •Friday,Dec.2 •6p.m.

Veterans need instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks, lap
blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.

Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 9. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 12 at 10 a.m.

Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster
child this Christmas by stopping by the
Chamber office and selecting an ornament
with a child’s name, age and gift request.
The requests range from everything from a
Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair
ribbons.Unwrapped
items must be turned in
to the Chamber office by
December 9.

Call 645-4001 for
more information.

11/16

Dec 1 Kiwanis Board Meeting, Ranchos Cafe 6:30 p.m.
Dec 1 Friends of the Library Xmas Party, Ranchos

Library 6 p.m.
Dec 3 Xmas Boutique at Senior Center 8 a.m. to noon
Dec 8 Kiwanis Meeting at Pizza Factory 6:30 p.m.
Dec 10 Kiwanis Xmas Party
Dec 10 Xmas Boutique at Senior Center 8 a.m. to noon
Dec 13 Senior Center Installation and Xmas Dinner
Dec 14 Chamber Xmas Mixer at Chamber Office 6 p.m.
Dec 15 Kiwanis Meeting at Pizza Factory 6:30 p.m.
Dec 19 SEMCU meeting Pizza Factory 6:30 p.m.
Dec 22 Kiwanis Meeting pizza Factory 6:30 p.m.
Dec 26 Senior Center Closed

Cindy Vail -- Vail Insurance Services, LLC

New Chamber Member
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
would like to welcome the newest member

of the Madera Ranchos business family
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Chloe is running for 2017 Chowchilla
Western Stampede Little Miss. All money
raised will go back into our community in the
form of high school scholarships, 4H and FFA
ag programs and much more. Money will go

into the Ranchos programs because
Chloe is a local kid.

It’s all based on ticket
sales and sponsorships.

Raffle tickets are $1 each
with a chance to win six box
seats to the Salinas Rodeo and
a $500 gift card to Boot Barn
(to be drawn March 16, 2017).

You can purchase tickets
by calling Sandra Robbins at
559-363-3602. She will even
deliver them.

Local businesses may
also sponsor Chloe. Call 559-
363-3602 for more inforation.
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The Liberty Hawks football seniors celebrate a victory over Kerman to clinch a share of the
North Sequoia League championship and a sixth straight victory. Front row, from left, are Robert
Pacheco, Wyatt Johnson, Javier Lopez and Brett Cazares. Back row, from left, are Markie Brandt,
Christian Baker, Anthony Imirian, Brandon Fincher, John Clay Cowger, Colton Ferreira, Corey
Hiatt, Ethan Clark, Seth Shevenell, Seth Ferreira, Angel Villafan and Christian Napier.

The Liberty football team won six
straight games and was one of three
teams to claim the North Sequoia League
championship. For the second straight
season, they lost in the first round of the

Div. IV playoffs. This year they lost to
Madera South in a Thursday night game
63-27 for the first round of the Central
Section CIF Les Schwab Football Cham-
pionships.

LHS Football Shares League Title

• Liberty readies for break -- Ahead
of Thanksgiving break, Liberty High
School is prepared for its stretch toward
the end of the first semester and winter
break.

• Liberty’s band, choir and drama
will host their annual concert on Dec. 15
in the theater.

• Mock trial competition, in which
Liberty is the defending champion, be-
gins Dec. 6 at the Sierra Courthouse and
Dec. 8 and 10 at the Madera County
Courthouse.

• The senior play production of The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever will be
held Dec. 3 at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. This is
a production where the Liberty High
School drama seniors direct the elemen-
tary school students.

• The Liberty FFA club competed in
opening and closing competition in
Tranquility and Reedley. They also have

a banking contest on Dec. 1 at Sanger
High School. Liberty’s Jordan Alexan-
der was an award winner in the Farms II
Leadership program.

• Liberty High School will hold its
Winter Formal on Dec. 10. Tickets are
$70 and dinner will be included.

• First semester finals will be Dec.
12-15. Winter break begins Dec. 19 and
school resumes Jan. 9.

• Liberty cross country runner
Sophia Napier, a freshman, placed sec-
ond in the North Sequoia League cham-
pionship on Nov. 10. The teams
competed in the Central Section Cham-
pionships on Nov. 17 at Woodward
Park.

• The Liberty Hawks girls volley-
ball team advanced to the semifinals for
the second straight season. However, for
the second straight season, the Minarets
Mustangs ended the Hawks’ season.

Liberty High Fall Highlights

LLiibbeerrttyy  22001166--22001177
BBaasskkeettbbaallll  SScchheedduullee

11/30 @Tranquility 6:30
12/6 Laton 7
12/7 @Kings Christian 7
12/9 @Riverdale 5
12/13 Fowler 7
12/15 Faith Christian 8
12/16-17 Hawks Classic
12/19-22 Woodlake Tournament
12/17-30 Laton Tournament
1/3 @Minarets 7
1/6 Dos Palos 7
1/10 Mendota 7
1/13 Chowchilla 7:30
1/17 @Yosemite 6:30
1/20 Sierra 7:30
1/24 Kerman 6:30
1/27 @Washington Union 7:30
1/31 @Chowchilla 6:30
2/3 Yosemite 7:30
2/7 @Sierra 6:30
2/10 @Kerman 7:30
2/14 Washington Union 6:30

Picture courtesy of Tyler Takeda
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Lee and Jan Bailey of the Madera Ranchos are happy to
announce the marriage of their daughter, Sheila Bailey, to
Doug Cheslik. The couple was married on November 13, 2016.

The wedding was held at Wonder Valley Ranch in Sanger,
California.

Sheila Bailey and Doug Cheslik -- November 13, 2016

Bailey -- Cheslik

Picking the Perfect Cat

DEAR PAW'S CORNER: I'm really
excited -- my mom has decided we can get
a kitten! We're going to adopt one from
the local shelter. Do you have any advice
on picking the best cat? -- Jaynah and
Sherar in Poughkeepsie, New York

DEAR JAYNAH AND SHERAR:
First of all, congratulations! It's exciting
to get your first pet. And I'm glad you're
choosing to adopt from a shelter.

While I've always liked to say that we
don't pick cats, they pick us, that's not en-
tirely true. Sometimes it takes a little time
to find that perfect fit. With kittens, it's
even harder, because they're almost uni-

versally cute.
When you visit the shelter, ask if

you're allowed to play with the kittens be-
fore choosing one, or to observe them in a
play area outside of their cages. Note how
they interact with each other and with hu-
mans. Are they confident or aggressive?
Standoffish, or anxious and shy? Will they
play with a toy or string that is dangled in
front of them?

Note the kittens' general health. It's
easy to spot a potential problem if a cat is
listless, won't play, has visible sores,
shakes its head frequently or has trouble
walking. Most shelters are open about a
cat's known health problems. That way
potential owners can decide if they want
to take on the costs of bringing an adopted
cat back to health.

Again, take your time and don't com-
mit to one kitten immediately. If there are
multiple shelters in the area, check them
out as well.

And of course, once you've found
your new friend, be sure to schedule a
checkup with a veterinarian to give it the
healthiest start with your family.

Send your questions, comments or
tips to ask@pawscorner.com.

© 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

were saying, “Enough! We’ve been taxed
enough.” A good cause? Maybe. Good
enough to get their votes? No.

Prop 53 was voted down by the state
while Madera County said, “Yes.” And what
did the state say “No” to? Letting the people
have some say over how BIG (over $2 bil-
lion) state projects would be managed. It’s
as if the rest of the state said, “It’s OK. We
trust you with our money. Spend it any way
you see fit. Why would we think you might
be less than trustworthy with it?”

Prop 57 was real easy for the people of
Madera County. They didn’t think the solu-
tion to prison overcrowding was releasing
criminals back into our communities.
Changing the name of a crime doesn’t
change the nature or severity of the crime,
and the people of Madera County under-
stood that.

Prop 59 was just silly. Asking the voters
for permission to defy a Supreme Court rul-
ing? While it just squeaked by to be passed
by the state, Madera County said “No” 62
percent to 38.

I believe people who live in rural areas
more fully understand the Second Amend-
ment than people who live along the coast.
Prop 63 was just another in a long line of
confiscatory measures sent down from
Sacramento and the people of Madera

County saw through it. The numbers for
Madera County were almost exactly oppo-
site the numbers from the state to pass Prop
63. The State passed it by 63 percent to 37
while Madera County voted AGAINST it
38-62 percent.

Prop 64 legalized recreational use of
marijuana. Again, the numbers from Madera
County were completely opposite of the pas-
sage numbers. What does it mean? It could
mean the majority of people in Madera
County are reluctant to have more people
running around with diminished capacities
than there already are. When you’re the sober
one, that sometimes seems like a lot.

Finally, Prop 67. Getting rid of the sin-
gle-use plastic bags from grocery stores. An-
other one that squeaked by on the final vote
while being trounced two-to-one by the voters
of Madera County. Did Madera voters reject
it out of the perceived loss of convenience?
Did they see it as an example of the nanny
state telling them how they could and could-
n’t bring home groceries? Who knows? All
that can be determined from the 2016 presi-
dential election results is that the people of
Madera County tend to skew more Conser-
vative than other areas of the state. Their vot-
ing patterns show that they do not fall into
lockstep with the majority of California and
on topics which they disagree, they disagree
strongly, often voting two-to-one in opposi-
tion to the majority.

VOTE cont. from P. 2
Page 14
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

11/16

HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12 • Bring in this coupon and get

$2 OFF!

11
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Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion

Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com11/16

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

We now
deliver to the

Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills

areas.11
/1
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

• Online shopping season has
started, or maybe it never really stops!
Don't forget to run your preferred
brand and model number through
Google to make sure you have the
very best price. Try searching
www.freeshipping.org to find coupon
codes for free shipping. Also, take ad-
vantage of coupon hunting apps like
RetailMeNot, CouponSherpa and
Coupons.com before heading out on
shopping expeditions.

• “I recently scanned in a great
many of my old photos in order to or-
ganize and preserve them. I have de-
cided to send the originals of many
candids as holiday cards this year. I
purchased a big box of blank greeting
cards at a crafts store for a great price
and attached photos to the card fronts.
This has turned into a fun project for
me and a keepsake for the recipients."
-- V.R. in Washington.

• Did you know that pillows need
to be replaced every year? You can
keep your pillow performing better by
using a pillow-protecting pillowcase,
and fluffing in the dryer for 10 min-
utes on low heat every so often to re-
store the loft of the pillow.

• "I found a rack meant to hold
spice jars at a garage sale. It was re-
ally neat, so I bought it but didn't
know what to do with it. When I
brought it home, my roommate had
the great idea to spray paint it and use
it to display nail polish bottles. It's so
easy to find the right color, and they
fit just right!" -- M.T. in Alabama.

• Use empty toilet paper rolls to
corral cords in storage. This works for
small cords that go with electronic de-
vices as well as small extension cords.
Write the cord's use on the tube, for
example, "JoAnn's iPad," "Bob's digi-
tal camera," etc. If you have many
cords, you can store them together in
a shoebox. For a nicer presentation,
cover the box with lively paper.

Send your tips to Now Here's a
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL
32803.

© 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

financing, the facility should produce
enough energy to power approximately
1,000 homes. Rather than burning the
dead trees, the biomass facility will
“bake” the wood then collect the gas
emissions. It is those emissions that will
be used to create the electricity through a
state-of-the art “gasifier” developed by
General Electric which will be installed
later this year.

Phoenix Energy CEO Greg Stangl
was interviewed in Biomass Magazine
and talked about water treatment at the fa-
cility. “Hopefully we can put in a biolog-
ical treatment process — using plants,
water and biochar as a filter media — and
allow the water to sit there for some
time,” he said. “It’s a polishing step, and
will get the water into a position where it
is reusable outside the plant. Gasification
is water accretive — we create it every
hour we operate, and in California, the
last thing you want to do is have water
that you need to throw away. And, since
these projects are out in the middle of
nowhere, there is no sewer or utilities; it
provides a very cost-effective way of get-
ting a tertiary treatment.”

The North Fork Biomass Facility is
projected to be built in stages, with the
first Megawatt of capacity on-line by late
first quarter 2017. The plant is projected
to be fully operational by the end of the
year. Additionally, researchers from the
University of California, Merced will be
analyzing its operation during its initial
start-up period.

Madera County Supervisor Tom
Wheeler was quoted on KFSN-TV as say-
ing part of the plan is to sell energy back
to PG&E. “We're going to sell it back to
the grid via PG&E, and the money gener-
ated with be an economic engine [for] the
community,” Wheeler said. “Now we can
get some of these other businesses to
come here and bring jobs here.”

TREES cont. from P. 3
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Equalize

“You’re going to need a BIGGER
CLOSET,” said the shoe ad in my Real
Simple magazine. It was touting the idea
that if the shoe fits, buy one in every color.
But, what if you’re like the woman who
called me today and already has 200 pairs
of shoes? I’m going to go out on a limb
and say a bigger closet isn’t always the an-
swer.

In today’s society “bigger” and
“more” is almost always associated with
“better.” We don’t want to admit that we
don’t have room, don’t have time, or can’t
afford it. So, we cram more into our space
or calendar. We extend our credit to cre-
ate the illusion that we have unlimited re-
sources.

I recently lis-
tened to a wealthy
young man being in-
terviewed on the
radio. He was very
philanthropic. The
interviewer asked,
“How do you decide
how much you’re
going to give?” His
answer was compelling. He said that he
and his wife determined how much they
need to live on and then choose to give
away everything they earn above that
amount. That gives a whole new meaning
to “more is better,” doesn’t it?

A term made popular by Julie Mor-
genstern in the organizing world is “equal-
ize.” It’s the final step in her SPACE
formula – Sort, Purge, Assign Homes,
Containerize, and Equalize. In her book
Organizing from the Inside Out Morgen-
stern uses the term to describe the mainte-
nance part of organizing. There are many
facets to maintaining organization, but
today I want to focus on equalizing as it’s
defined in the dictionary: to make even or
equal.

Whether we’re organizing our homes,
offices, schedules or finances, equalizing
offers some outstanding benefits. Let’s
first take a look at what doesn’t happen
when we equalize.

We don’t create walk-in closets that
we can’t walk into. We don’t have pantry
supplies spilling out of the cupboards, or
office storage so tightly jammed that we
can’t see what we have. We don’t still
have every set of sheets or towels that we
ever purchased crowding the linen closet.

Likewise, we don’t have every
minute scheduled. We don’t add and add
new responsibilities until we’re running
ragged. We don’t crumble under the
weight of over commitment.

We’re not smothered in credit card
debt due to purchasing things we really
can’t afford. We don’t succumb to “buy
one in every color” ads.

Do any of those sound familiar?
Good news — they’re fixable! It’s a mat-
ter of choice. Getting organized by choice.
Here are some of the choices necessary to
achieving that equalized state.

Just like the rich guy, you need to de-
termine how much you need. How many
pairs of black boots? How many mugs?
How many sets of sheets? Once you’ve
determined how much, keep your fa-
vorites and let the rest go. And then prac-
tice equalizing. You’ve already decided
you have enough, so when faced with the
opportunity to bring more in, keep it
equal. One comes in, and one goes out.

Two come in, two
go out.

For consum-
ables, decide how
much space you
have for them to oc-
cupy. Equalize by
not buying more
than what you’ve
determined you have
space. Yes, even

when it’s on sale. Remember, it may cost
you more later, but it will cost you more
now in terms of space and stress when you
exceed your boundaries.

Same thing with your schedule.
Rather than adding things willy-nilly,
evaluate how much discretionary time you
have. Make a list of what’s most impor-
tant to you. Schedule those commitments
and activities according to priority. Don’t
forget to include down-time. Now, when a
new request or opportunity arises, before
saying yes, look at your schedule and
make a choice. Is it going to replace some-
thing because it’s more important than
something already on your schedule? Is it
something you can add later, when an-
other commitment ends? Equalize.

In Time for the Holidays
As we head into the holiday season, I

can’t think of a better time to consider
how to equalize with our finances. The
most obvious way is to not spend more

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

11/16

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

There are many facets to main-
taining organization, but today I
want to focus on equalizing as it’s
defined in the dictionary: to make
even or equal.

37357 AVE. 12
MADERA RANCHOS
next to LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
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than is coming in. Can you imagine a Janu-
ary not stressed by credit card bills? Give
yourself permission and explain if need be
that you’re intentionally cutting back this
year to keep from acquiring more debt.

As with your time, determine the dis-
cretionary amount of money you have to
work with. Create a list of priorities and
from that list a holiday budget. When you
discover something cost more than you
thought, equalize by cutting back on some-

thing else. It’s easier said than done — but
it’s possible! You can do it! And in January
you will breathe a sigh of relief instead of
grief.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www. or-
ganizedbychoice.com.
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

B i r t h d a y N o t i c e

M a r k t h i s o n y o u r c a l e n -
d a r ! D i a n a J . T u c k e r ' s b i r t h -
d a y i s D e c e m b e r 1 9 . S h e w i l l
b e a c c e p t i n g l u n c h d a t e s ,
g i f t s a n d p h o n e c a l l s . P l e a s e
c a l l h e r a t 3 8 1 - 5 8 7 9 a n d s a y
H A P P Y B I R T H D A Y D I A N A !

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 years

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified

T O A D V E R T I S E C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and
schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding -
Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

of experience. Wood stove inserts, pellet
stoves and fireplaces. Also clean dryer
vents. REMEMBER THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

F i r e w o o d
F o r S a l e - S e a s o n e d A l m o n d
f i r e w o o d . R o u n d o r s p l i t .
C a l l 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 o r 6 4 5 - 5 5 2 3 .

For Sale

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-cleaning
electric oven - used. Good condition
$400. Also have peacock tail feathers $1
each. Call 559-312-0891.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special izing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut ters . General Contractor - Re-
pair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.

6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
are crazy cheap

SUDOKU

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

call

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
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www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 11/16

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 11/16

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

DRE #00329063 11
/1

6

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

11
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11/16

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

ALEX M. SHUBIN
REALTOR

CA-BRE #01180082

Alex M. Shubin
www.AlexMShubinProperty.com

AlexShubin@att.net

559-479-0520
11/16

• It was beloved Scottish author J.M. Barrie,
creator of Peter Pan, who made the follow-
ing sage observation: "Those who bring sun-
shine to the lives of others cannot keep it
from themselves."
• Among the Balonda people, an African

tribe that dwells along the Zambezi River, it
was once customary for a groom to promise
that he'll supply kindling wood to his
mother-in-law for the rest of her life.
• Those who study such things -- word
mavens with a penchant for statistics, pre-
sumably -- have determined that, on average,
English-language text contains 56 e's for
every q.
• A fisherman in the Philippines recently re-
vealed a treasure that he'd been keeping
under his bed for 10 years: a 75-pound nat-
ural pearl with an estimated value of $100

million. Evidently, after finding the pearl in
a giant clam, he decided to keep it as a good-
luck charm. The "Pearl of Puerto," as it's
known, blew the world record out of the
water (pun intended). The previous record
holder for largest natural pearl was the "Pearl
of Lao-Tsu" (sometimes called the "Pearl of
Allah"), which weighs in at a mere 14
pounds.
• The female Jesus bird is the one in charge,
it would seem. She controls her own terri-
tory, allowing several male birds to build
nests within it. Then she lays eggs in all the

nests, and the males incubate them.
• Before the Beach Boys were the Beach
Boys, they considered naming their band the
Pendletons.
• The name "toadstool" actually has nothing
to do with toads. The word is derived from
the German words "tod," which means
"death," and "stuhl," which means "stool."
• Thought for the Day: "Those who dream
by day are cognizant of many things which
escape those who dream only by night." --
Edgar Allan Poe.

© 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

How about 10,000 Ranchos residents each
month who look at Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634 • (559) 645-4002 fax 
The Ranchos Independent • The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

call Mag Anaya Jr.
559-974-1357Ranchos

Resident

NEED WATER?
CALL NOW

875-6699

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Some changes might seem confusing at first, especially to an Aries
whose impatience levels are pretty shaky this week. Take it one step at a time, Lamb, and soon all will
be made clear.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) That difficult situation you've been dealing with continues to call
for careful handling. Avoid quickly made choices that might not stand up when they're finally put to
the test.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You still have lots of evaluating to do before you can consider making
a commitment. It's better to move cautiously than to risk stumbling into a major misunderstanding.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A previously peevish partner offers to be more helpful with your
problems. But remember: The final choice is yours. Be guided by what you feel is the right thing to do.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) As the Big Cat, you sometimes can be pretty rough on those you suspect
of betrayal. The best advice is to pull in those claws and listen to the explanation. It might surprise you.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Your inner voice usually guides you well. But
a note of caution: This is a period of mixed signals for you, so be careful that you don't misunderstand
the messages you're getting.

LIBRA (Sep tember 23 to Oc tober 22) Cupid's call beckons both single Librans looking
for a new love, as well as couples hoping to strengthen their relationships. A workplace problem is
quickly resolved.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) It's been a hectic time for you, and you might want to take
a break to restore both body and soul. You'll then be set to face new challenges later this month.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) It's a good idea to take a more conservative
approach to your financial situation right now. Some plans made earlier this year might need
readjusting.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) This is a fine time to move boldly into those
new opportunities I promised would open up for you. Check them over, and then choose the best one
for you.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Congratulations. Your self-assurance is growing
stronger, and you should now feel more confident about making that long-deferred decision about a
possible commitment.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You're very close to reaching your goal. But be wary of
distractions that can lure you off-course and leave you stranded far away from where you really want
to be.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have an inner sight that helps you see into people's hearts.
Youwould be an excellent psychologist or social worker.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the longest
mountain chain on Earth above sea level?
2. ASTRONOMY: Europa is a moon of
which planet in our solar system?
3. TRADITIONS: What is the traditional
birthstone for February?
4. CHEMISTRY: What element has the
chemical symbol Hg?
5. ANATOMY: How many chromosomes
do human beings normally have?
6. MOVIES: What was the first film directed
and produced by a black filmmaker to win
the Academy Award for Best Picture?
7. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What
award-winning singer/songwriter once
said, "I consider myself a poet first and a
musician second. I live like a poet and I'll
die like a poet"?
8. MATH: What two letters are symbols
for 1,000?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: By what
title is Jorge Mario Bergoglio better
known?
10. GAMES: What is the name of the
casino employee who takes bets and spins
the wheel in roulette?

1.TheAndes
2.Jupiter
3.Amethyst
4.Mercury
5.23pairs,oratotalof46
6."12YearsaSlave"(SteveMcQueen)
7.BobDylan
8.MandK
9.PopeFrancis
10.Croupier

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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