The Ranchos

Independent

Volume 11 Issue 11 2015

In This Issue

PRSRT STD
ECR
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MADERA, CA.
PERMIT NO. 61

The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County

Editorial • Page 5 / Aunt Jean’s Ranchos Recipes • Page 8
Classifieds • Page 18 / Fun Pages • Pages 22 & 23

50¢

Page 2
The Friends of the Madera Animal
Shelter (FMAS) is dedicated to educating
people about responsible pet ownership
and reducing overpopulation of animals in
Madera County. FMAS members and volunteers continue to make progress, with
cooperation and support from both the
local and larger community of animal
lovers, in reaching their goals through free
spay and neutering, low-cost vaccination
and worming, trap and release, and several
different adoption programs.
The Friends of the Madera Animal
Shelter is made up of 12 board members
and approximately 75 volunteers and was
formed as a tax-exempt nonprofit 501(c)3
organization in 2002. FMAS accomplished
so much in its first 11 years that they were
approached by the Red and Nancy Arnold
Foundation in early 2013. The foundation,
a local non-profit which does not entertain
solicitations, originally approached FMAS
with a plan to donate about $500,000, but
after auditing FMAS’s books and good
works, the foundation was so impressed
that in September of 2013 they decided to
make a donation in the amount of $1.5 million. FMAS has since dedicated that
money to making its low-cost spay and
neuter program absolutely free.
Free Spay and Neuter Program
for Madera County Pets
The free spay and neuter program,
available to any Madera County resident
who receives housing or other financial assistance, is accessed by simply calling or
visiting the FMAS center of the Madera
County Animal Shelter to obtain a voucher
which contains a list of participating veterinarians. Pet owners need only bring
their animal, with the voucher, to one of
the identified vets to obtain the free spay
or neuter service for their dog or cat. Since
September 2013, 14,000 such animals have

been spayed or neutered in Madera County
including 1,302 in the Ranchos. Approximately 5,000 vouchers, which expire after
two months, are currently outstanding, said
Kay Rhoades, FMAS founding director,
treasurer, Ranchos resident and owner of
Pecks Printery in Madera. Rhoades said
that the free program is expected to last approximately six more months before the
foundation funds are used up. After that,
FMAS will revert to their previous lowcost spay and neuter program which
Rhoades said had spent $570,000 before
September 2013.
Rhoades, who also donates printing
services for FMAS and produces the familiar red and orange flyers that can be
found in government offices and retail facilities all over the County, advertising the
free spay and neuter program as well as the

low-cost shot clinics FMAS conducts, said
that she writes checks totaling about
$50,000 every month to the participating
vets who are located in Mariposa, Madera,
Kerman and Fresno. That includes Hope
Animal Foundation in Fresno and the
newest participating facility, Valley View
Veterinary, located in the Ranchos at 10266
Hwy. 41 and operated by Dr. Rene Brewer.
Low-cost shot clinics, available to
anyone, are also sponsored by the FMAS
volunteers on the first Saturday of every
month at the Madera District Fairgrounds
from 10 a.m. to noon where anywhere
from 200 to 300 dogs and cats are quickly
and efficiently given rabies shots,
parvo/distemper shots and wormer as
needed. Dogs can also be licensed at the
clinic. Elderly and disabled pet owners are
served first, but as Rhoades pointed out,

the volunteers are so practiced at conducting this monthly event they have it down
to a science. That doesn’t mean, however,
that volunteers take the rest of the month
off.
About 20 volunteers also put in a 16hour day on another Saturday each month
to meet at the shelter at 6 a.m. and then escort about 50 dogs in kennels, along with
tables and chairs, to several PetSmarts in
the Bay Area. There, generally 25-45 are
adopted out and the remainder are brought
back by around 10:30 p.m. the same night.
They use three vans that were purchased
with funds from the Red and Nancy Arnold
Foundation. The vans, for which the
FMAS donates gas and insurance and GT
Auto Service of Madera donates maintenance, are also used by the volunteers to
make trips every Friday back again to Bay
Area PetSmarts to drop off 50 cats that
PetSmart then adopts out.
“It’s a great program for the PetSmarts
we work with in San Carlos, San Mateo,
San Jose and Gilroy,” Rhoades said. “PetSmart is dedicated to pet adoption and it also
makes good business sense for them.” She
said that people often spend upwards of
$500 in supplies then and there for their
new “family members,” and that’s on top
of the $200 adoption fee they pay in the
Bay Area for dogs and cats from Madera
County.
Adoption directly from the Animal
Shelter for Madera County residents, on
the other hand, costs only $100, $75 of
which goes to the low-cost spay and neuter
program that will resume after the Red and
Nancy Arnold Foundation grant is expended.
But that’s not the only way FMAS
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A new report on the San Joaquin
Valley highlights the negative impacts
of rising energy costs in California – resulting in Valley residents and businesses paying more than their “fair
share.” The report, “Impacts of Rising
Energy Costs on the San Joaquin Valley” by Bill Watkins and Matthew
Fienup from California Lutheran University, found that many characteristics
of the Valley, including economic demographics, the makeup of the business
sectors in the region, and the weather,
among other factors, all contribute to
the disproportionate impact of energy

costs in the area.
“By their nature, increases in energy prices have an impact that affects
various groups disproportionately,” said
Bill Watkins, author of the report.
Residents of the San Joaquin Valley
are poorer than most Californians and
most Americans. Per-capita income for
San Joaquin Valley residents is about
30 percent below that of the average
Californian and almost 30 percent below
the average American. About a quarter of
San Joaquin Valley residents live in
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raises money. Profits from the low-cost
shot clinics at the fairgrounds are used to
pay for vaccinations and medicines for animals held at the shelter. Other donations,
in the tens of thousands of dollars, have
also been made by some of the founding
FMAS board members, who altogether
have raised and spent nearly $3 million on
animal care programs in Madera County.
Carrie Tuttle, FMAS secretary and

founding board member, shared another
program FMAS operates to reduce the
feral cat problem in the County. She said
anyone in Madera County who notices
feral cats around his or her neighborhood
can obtain traps and vouchers for free
spaying and neutering so that after the animals’ capture and fixing, the cats can return to the wild without increasing their
population. The program is run by Leticia
Rhodes, known as Letty, who works for
FMAS in the FMAS building at the Ani-

mal Services complex. “There are three
buildings at 14269 Road 28, behind the
jail,” she said. “There is the shelter building, the Adoption Center, and the FMAS
building.” Letty has 20 traps available for
loan. Those interested can come to the
FMAS building, show they are a resident
of Madera County with their driver’s license, fill out a trap agreement and take
one or two traps for up to two weeks along
with a voucher for free spay or neuter of a
feral cat by one of the participating vets,

she said.
Would-be trappers need only provide
newspaper (an old Ranchos Independent,
perhaps?) for the bottom of the cage and
something yummy for the back of the trap
and need to call the vet ahead of time to
find out when they can bring in their
quarry. Alternatively, every Thursday is
feral cat day, Letty said, for those who
want to drop off a caught cat or kitty by 8

Please see FMAS on P. 14
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Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!
3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat
Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Current Hay Prices per Bale
Sudan Grass ......................................................... $9.95
!
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Cattle Oat Hay ....................................................... $9.95
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UC
PROD
Alfalfa ................................................................... $12.15 (and up)
Six-Foot
Oat Hay (heavy bales) ................................................. $12.99
T-POSTS
Forage Hay........................................................... $13.99
Timothy Grass (Premium Oregon hay)............................. $18.99
Orchard Grass (Oregon hay)....................................... $21.99
each
Wheat or Rice Straw............................................. $8.99

$3.99

LAYING
PELLETS

$11.49
50-pound

Champion’s
Best

Meat-base

DOG FOOD

$20.95

40 LB. bag

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store!

BUY 10
GET 1 FREE
50 LB. bag

20% OFF

on ALL of your purchases
ONLY at 3-V Feed!
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CUBES

Brand New 3-V Fancy

GAMEBIRD
FEED

you STILL get

2% CASH BACK
for example

ALFALFA BALE $12.15
with 3-V Feed REWARDS CARD
ALFALFA BALE $11.90!
Activate your REWARDS CARD today!

It’s COLD Outside!

ALL Canvas
Horse Blankets
keep your horse
WARM this winter

$398

BEST in the CENTRAL VALLEY!
PREMIUM QUALITY

per ton when you buy a ton or more

all prices exp. 12/31/15
except where noted and
are subject to change
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Dear Editor:
As satisfied Ranchos residents for
more than 25 years, my wife and I
have always been proud to tell friends
that we live here. I love my neighbors
and enjoy patronizing the local businesses. My kids are well past school
age, but I also appreciated the fine
local school district.
That is, until the night of Nov. 6.
You see, my grandson happens to play
on the Chowchilla High football team.
Our entire family, from the Ranchos,
Clovis and Chowchilla, enjoyed a great
game by both teams and celebrated our
victory while sympathizing with our
home town Hawks, and our neighbors,
whose sons play here. All of the boys
played their best and the girls cheered
their hearts out on both sides.
I was very disappointed when my
grandson told me that they returned to
the locker room to pick up their gear
after the game, to find that someone
had sprayed water on their bags and
even stole $20 from one of them.
Needless to say, I’m a little less
proud of the Ranchos now.
Perhaps the administration of Liberty might wish to offer an apology in
this newspaper for what I hope was the
act of a few misguided individuals.
Respectfully,
Tim O. Montgomery
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
I would like to take a brief moment to respond to Golden Valley
Teachers Association President Teri
Malmstrom's recent Letter to the Editor. I will have much much more to say
in upcoming editions. I would also like
to state that my Letters to the Editor,
including this one, are directed to the
Golden Valley Teachers Association
(GVTA) union and its leadership
ONLY. They are NOT directed to
Golden Valley Unified School District
teachers. Also, I am speaking for myself only and do not represent the
views of any others that I'm aware of.
In President Malmstrom's letter,
she preceded her statement by listing
actions by brave individual teachers.
She then went on to state, quote: “How
could this ‘hinder’ the recall effort is
unclear.” I'd like to clear that up a bit
for you, madam president. YOU
TOOK A RETROACTIVE RAISE. Is
that clearer?

Every year school districts are required to submit a three-year budget. If
budget reserves ever drop below 3 percent, action from the state and/or
county school board will follow with
necessary cuts. When GVTA negotiated
their 2 percent retroactive raise,
GVUSD's budget reserves dropped to
2.7 percent. If that condition had remained, Andrew Alvarado would not be
the GVUSD superintendent today and I
would NOT have considered the recall
successful. The reasons that condition
changed was because many of
GVUSD's long-time staff resigned and
were replaced by less costly individuals. Also, good financial management
by Superintendent Hatch and strong
budget skills by Chief Financial Officer
Nolan were instrumental in the rehiring
of Andrew Alvarado. GVTA union leadership was the greatest hindrance to the
recall effort in my opinion.
GVTA used the recall to their own
benefit. They put themselves in a much
better negotiating position by not
being seen as “pro” recall. GVTA
traded non-recall support for a raise.
What did YOU do again for the recall
President Malmstrom? I was in the
front row the whole time and I don't
remember. I remember the great support from the California School Employees Association (CSEA). I will
contrast their support to GVTA's support in future Letters to the Editor.
President Malmstrom, I am unclear on some other things also. Will
you please clarify for me? Between
2008 and 2012, GVUSD's revenue decreased by $6 million. Many teachers
were lost as well as opportunities for
students in lost electives, programs
and classes choices. Do you think
GVTA members were entitled to raises
during that period? President Malmstrom, what does GVTA consider a fair
wage? What does GVTA consider a
fair benefits package? How much
should GVUSD contribute to GVTA's
benefit package? How much should
GVUSD contribute to GVTA retirement compensation package? I would
like to know what fair means to GVTA
in dollars.
California's 2015 projected general fund budget was $113.28 billion.
Under Prop. 98, public schools received $61.24 billion or 54 percent of
California's general fund budget. How
much money do you need? How much
more should I be taxed? Public Educa-

11/15

Letters

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2016. Delivery must be by August 31, 2016.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

Please see LETTERS on P. 16
Click on “Local News” at

Page 5

Guest Editorial

Whining College Students
By Peter Scheer
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There’s nothing like the massacre of 129 Parisian civilians at the
hands of jihadi sociopaths, utterly
convinced that their barbarism manifests the will of God, to provide
some perspective on the recent whinings of students at a number of
America’s most elite colleges and
universities.
For the past few weeks, students
across the country — at Yale University in Connecticut, Amherst College
in Massachusetts, New Hampshire’s
Dartmouth College, the University
of Missouri, and southern California
colleges Claremont McKenna and
Occidental — have been testing the
limits of academic liberalism. Students have demanded official mea
culpas for alleged institutional
racism, sexism and other “structural”
sins against “marginalized” groups
(defined mainly on the basis of race,
ethnicity and sexual orientation or
gender), while expressing intolerance for criticism and outright hostility for the principle of free speech.
At Amherst, students calling
themselves the “Amherst Uprising”
demanded that students responsible
for circulating “free speech” fliers
be disciplined for their nonconforming views and given “extensive training
for
racial
and
cultural

“ The time
has come
to proceed
toward a
great new
challenge a second
American
Revolution
of hope
and
opportunity...”

competency.” They also demanded
that the college president apologize
for the school’s “institutional legacy
of white supremacy, colonialism,
anti-black
racism,
anti-Latino
racism,
anti-Native
American
racism,
anti-Native/indigenous
racism, anti-Asian racism, anti-Middle Eastern racism, heterosexism,
cis-sexism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, ableism, mental health stigma
and classism.” (Disclosure: I graduated from Amherst several decades
ago).
If there is a common denominator to the complaints, it is students’
expectation that they are entitled to
a campus that is a “safe place” — by
which is meant an academic environment uncontaminated with ideas that
they find “offensive.” And by “offensive,” students mean expression
that deviates from a politically correct orthodoxy of received opinion.
By this standard, any criticism, any
dissent or disagreement, is not
merely unwelcome, but actually
threatening and harmful in a way
that demands immediate protective
measures by college administrators.
This is a new and disturbing phenomenon. While the current generation of college students is not the
first to be seduced by the power of
censorship, it may be the first to insist on that power as a means of protection from viewpoints that are insufficiently sensitive to their selfimage as victims. When did college
students become so fearful of competing ideas? When did they become
so emotionally frail that even the
hint of criticism is seen as a hostile
act from which they must be shielded
(and for which perpetrators must be
re-educated)?
College students always say and
do stupid things; it goes with the territory. But today’s students’ equating
of hurt feelings with scarring wounds
is a departure that leads to dangerous
overreaction. When unwelcome ideas
are decried in the language of pain
and injury, the impulse to suppress
them — rather than to challenge and
debate them — can be irresistible.
This is so because protection of students’ personal welfare always
trumps other considerations — even

Please see WHINING on P. 17
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Giving Extra Thanks

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera
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$199 Installation
Lifetime Warranty
XMAS Clearance Pricing

431-1311
Swings ‘n Stuff

10130 HWY 41, Madera
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
11/15

The world stands heartbroken
and shocked in the wake of the terrorist attacks on Paris. Senseless
bloodshed and violence has been
unleashed on another city and many
of us are left to wonder, when will
it be enough? When will our President stand up, declare that he will
unleash the full fury of the great
American military on these vicious
monsters who slay the innocent in
the name of a war no one else wants in a decent part of town. I may not
to fight? I fear for our future with live in a high end area, and the park
such a feckless degenerate at the across the street is not the kind of
helm of our great nation; I fear for place a woman walks around alone
the future of the world. I don’t at night, but I come home each day
know what the answer is but I know and feel reasonably certain of my
that it does not include kowtowing own personal safety. I don’t wake
to a bunch of leftist cowards who up each morning with the expectathink the best way to stop the mur- tion of blood and carnage at my
der is to appease the murderers. Can doorstep. I am blessed to experiwe not all agree that radical Muslim ence such a sense of security.
terrorists are evil and must be
I am grateful that I have dreams
stopped? Can we
and ambitions. So
not all agree that
many people are
ISIS is the perIt’s tragic that it takes forced to live
sonification
of
each day just trysuch a horrific event as a ter- ing to stay alive.
evil and must be
eradicated? Peo- rorist attack and the loss of They don’t have
ple are dying. innocent lives to put your time to worry
The
world
is own life into perspective. If about superficial
bleeding. Surely only we all woke up every day things; their lives
we can at least
are on the line.
thankful for our opportunities Instead, I am afagree on that.
The world is and grateful for our bless- forded the opporcareening out of ings.
tunity to pursue
control and the
an education and
death toll contina career. I wake
ues to climb and
up, shower, pick
yet people are up in arms over petty out clothes from an ample
things like a red coffee cup. I can’t wardrobe, put on make-up and drive
think of a better time in life to focus my own car to work. I go to dinner
on being thankful for the blessings with friends, spend time with famin my own life. As I pray for peace ily, study, and write. My days are
I also thank the good Lord for all not filled with war and death, with
He has given me.
fear of avoiding explosives and
I am grateful that my friends gunfire. I don’t worry about danger
and family that have recently vis- zones or high alerts. I don’t expect
ited Paris made it home safely be- a bomb to be dropped on my office
fore this awful tragedy. Some came building. I am lucky.
home as little as a week before the
I am grateful for my freedom.
city was ripped apart and I can’t Though I may feel the crushing
possibly be more thankful that they weight of a president determined to
were spared. For all those lost, and shove a socialist agenda down our
for all those who lost loved ones, collective throat, I know that I am
my heart pours out to you. I pray free to complain about it. I am free
that no one else knows that kind of to write a letter, a blog or an article.
suffering, that kind of sheer terror.
I can even make a video detailing
I am grateful that I feel safe. every grievance I have with the adThough I have felt fear like most ministration and send it out to break
people, I go to bed each night comforted by my safe apartment nestled
Please see GEN WHY on P. 17
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
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Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

the Ranchos Independent

11/15

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.net

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.
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and succumbed in treacherous waters trying
to escape Communist Cuba and reach American shores. Downtrodden Mexican citizens
by the millions, impoverished by their corrupt
government, cross our border illegally. In
lands without a semblance of “constitutional
protections,” Christians are beheaded for their
We the People
faith.
take a Breath
America itself is now going through a
By Betty Van Valkenburg
perilous transformation from individual liberty to unlimited government control and
At this time when the world seems to be many fear that we are on the verge of losing
on fire and our beloved country is awash in our freedoms.
political, economic and racial strife, perhaps it
This is where the soul searching comes
is time to step back, take a deep breath and in. How many of our rights are we willing to
smell the roses – or the fragrant Christmas cede to government before enough is enough?
trees fresh from the farm. Pausing to celebrate Are we content to ask “Mother may I?” of the
the holidays gives us the perfect opportunity nanny state before every bite, every word,
to cherish and hold our loved ones close and every thought, every action, every purchase,
to ponder what is truly important in our lives every doctor’s visit and more?
and in our country.
Thomas Jefferson said: “I know of no
It is the perfect time for some serious safe repository of the ultimate power of socisoul searching – a time to renew our commit- ety but the people. And if we think them not
ments to family, freedom and faith. For this enlightened enough, the remedy is not to take
discussion, the focus will be on preserving the power from them, but to inform them by
freedom, for without it we cannot practice our education.”
faith, live our lives or raise our children as we
We the People must save our country
see fit.
from the apparent march to despotism and
The history of
third-world status.
the world is replete
Politicians will not
with oppression and
save us; they in most
We the People must save our cases are the probdestitution. Much of
it chronicled a strug- country from the apparent march to lem. But they can be
gle for mere survival. despotism and third-world status. made to listen. A new
But we in this coun- Politicians will not save us; they in president won’t save
try have enjoyed the
us, but electing the
most cases are the problem.
advantages of a govmost principled conernment born of “We
stitutionalist is imperthe People” (not
ative in order to stop
“They the Government”). Our Declaration of presidential usurpation of power through the
Independence acknowledged that our rights “stroke of a pen.” We must vote based on
come from our Creator (not from any one per- principle and knowledge.
son or any government); that our rights are
Closer to home, We the People must
unalienable (cannot be taken away or denied); pressure our school boards to abandon the topand that they include but are not limited to life, down Common Core nonsense and return to
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We the local decision making. We the People must pePeople have been free to create levels of in- tition city councils, supervisors and planning
novation, prosperity and progress that have commissioners to make zoning decisions
enriched or eased our lives beyond imagina- based on local needs rather than top-down fedtion.
eral agendas that tell us where and how to live.
The Constitution established a governWe the People must stop the madness in
ment to protect and defend these inborn natu- Sacramento – from the crazy train to nowhere,
ral rights with built-in checks and balances to releasing criminals prematurely, to purmeant to assure that no one person or govern- posefully mismanaging the forests and refusment entity would become all powerful. The ing to build more water storage to be used by
learned framers warned, however, that We the homes and farms.
People must be ever vigilant or lose our rights
As individuals we have more clout by
and our form of limited government. Will we joining with like-minded groups to support
prove them right through our inaction?
action and education, remembering that there
Contrast the liberty that made our coun- is no “We the People” without each of us. If
try unique with the subjugation in other you’re so inclined, you can visit www.cenplaces. Desperate East Germans were gunned tralvalleyteaparty.com for further information.
down trying to scale the Berlin Wall to freeMay you have wonderful holidays that
dom, some left dead or dying on the street as renew your spirit and redouble your dedicaexamples to others. Many have risked death tion to faith, family and freedom.
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Thanksgiving Ideas
Before I start my column, I want to
congratulate the Liberty High FFA on
their recent fund raiser. For $35 you got
a tri-tip, barbecued perfectly, beans, rice,
salad and rolls and it was delicious. My
2 T. minced onion
only question is: When are you going to
1 C minced green peppers
do it again?
3 T. diced celery
Secondly, I want to apologize for
1 lb. ground chuck
not doing original articles the last two
1 T. salt
months.
2 8 oz. cans tomato sauce
My computer died. After getting a
1 bouillon cube
new hard drive, when things were back
1 C hot water
to working order, everything on my
1 tsp. soy sauce
Word was lost. As it was explained to
1 tsp. sugar
me, it went to never-never land. That
Snipped parsley
and a couple of personal things are beIn hot fat in skillet, cook rice with
hind me and everything is back to nor- onion, peppers, celery and beef until
mal I hope and pray!
golden brown. Add salt and rest of inBefore everything happened a cou- gredients except parsley; simmer, covple of months ago, I was telling you ered, about 10 minutes or until rice is
about the cook book Randy bought for tender. Sprinkle with parsley.
me to use. It is the Good Housekeeping
Need some nibblers to serve for an
Cook Book, printed in 1961. I’ll con- afternoon of TV football games?
tinue this article
from that book.
Cocktail
Growing up I
Hash
Here it is Thanksgiving.
had heard of suc1⅓ C packcotash and never Whether you are having the tradi- aged bite sized
knew what it was tional turkey and all the trimmings shredded wheat
until I got older or ham, roast beef, tamales or bar- cereal
and found out
1⅓ C packbecued hamburgers and hot dogs, I
what it was and reaged bite sized
alized that I had sincerely hope you are having it shredded rice cebeen eating it for with family or friends that you love real
years.
My and love you in return.
(Such
as
Grandma Drinnen
Have a blessed Thanksgiving. Wheat Chex or
fixed it for supper
Rice Chex cereals)
quite a lot, open2 C pretzel
ing jars of vegetasticks
bles that she had canned during the
1 C pecan halves
summer. I loved it.
¼ C salted peanuts
¼ tsp. garlic salt
Succotash
2 T. melted butter or margarine
1½ C hot cooked or canned whole
Start heating oven to 350. Place all
kernel corn
ingredients on baking pan; toss together
2 T. butter or margarine
well. Bake 15 minutes. Can be served
1½ C. cooked or canned green cold or warm. Even better if prepared a
beans or green lima beans
day or two early and stored in a tightly
½ C. light cream
covered container to mellow the flavors.
Salt and pepper to taste
Every family has their favorite
Combine all ingredients, adjusting recipe for turkey stuffing (or do you call
salt and pepper to taste. Heat.
it dressing?) Ours is just bread crumbs,
I love rice dishes but hate to cook sautéed onions and celery in lots of butrice because it is so messy. You have to ter seasoned with salt, pepper and dried
be so careful or it will boil over. This sage (Mama always insisted on rubbed
recipe sounded good and you don’t have sage) and chicken stock. There are a
to pre-boil the rice.
whole lot of things to be added to dressing that people like: oysters, pecans,
Spanish Beef Rice
dried apricots, raisins, prunes or
2 T. fat or salad oil
1⅓ C. packaged precooked rice
Please see RECIPE on P. 17

Watch every
NFL Game
every Sunday
while enjoying a
Breakfast Buffet
for $8.99
11/15

by Jean Briner

11/15

www.chadstrucking.com

CA #441782

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

Doors open
at 9 a.m.
Kickoff is at 10 a.m.

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
11/15

Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

the Ranchos Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
Click on “Local News” at

11/15
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Give Me a Brake!

Solutions for: Fibromyalgia • Degenerated Muscle
Carpal Tunnel • Tennis Elbow • Spinal Arthritis
Shoulder/Knee Joint Injuries • Sports Therapy
call
or
text

559-332-3313 • 36733 Ave.12

visit us online at ValleyHealthCenter.weebly.com

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:11

Golden Valley
Baptist Church

Celebrating the birth of Christ through ...
Ranchos Equestrian Club Christmas Caroling
with Cookies and Hot Chocolate
December 5, 2015 at 5 p.m.

Sunday Service

December 20, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24, 2015 at 6:30 p.m.

Merry Christmas to the Ranchos and Beyond

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Life Apps 6:30 p.m. • www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org
11/15

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700
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Hello again, 93636
One of the most common “do it
yourself” automotive repair and/or
maintenance jobs I know of is a brake
job. With just a very few tools and a
cell phone camera it should go pretty
well.
Only take one brake apart at a
time. Use the one you don't take apart
as a reference – hopefully the person
before you got it correct – and then
just take pictures as it's disassembled.
Let's start off by diagnosing that
vibration you feel when you apply the
brakes, especially braking at higher
speeds. The predominate cause of
braking vibrations are warped brake
rotors. This generally occurs from
over-tightening the wheel nuts or
overheating. Don't blast those wheel
nuts on with an air gun. Look up the
torque specs and torque them. This
will save you some money as well as
a redo.
To use the following diagnostic
procedure, first check and see if your
vehicle has front disc brakes and rear
drum brakes. Most do. If so, here is
the procedure I use to isolate a brake
vibration. I drive the vehicle at 40
mph and then apply the parking
brake. DON'T APPLY ANY OF THE
BRAKES HARD ENOUGH TO
LOSE CONTROL, ESPECIALLY
THE PARKING BRAKE!!! By applying the parking brake, I'm applying
only the rear brakes. If a vibration is
present, the vibration is from the rear
brakes. If a vibration is not present, I
step on the brake pedal and add in the
front brakes. If a vibration occurs
now, the vibration is from the front
brakes. I'd say 90 percent or higher
brake vibration complaints are the
front brake rotors. That's because the
front brakes do 70 percent of the
work and generate the most heat. Because the front brakes do most of the
work they are larger but still wear out
about 2.5 times as often as the rear
brakes, depending on your driving
style. The preceding procedure doesn't work with four-wheel disc brake
vehicles. For those, when applying
the brakes, if I feel the pulsation in

my hands, I think the vibration is
from the front brakes. If I feel the
pulsation in my tail bone, I think the
vibration is from the rear brakes. This
is very subjective and difficult if the
vibration is light to moderate. Many
times I have to use a dial indicator
and measure the brake rotor runout,
or “warp” in the rotor. Maximum
runout is .002-.003. If a brake rotor is
warped, I always replace it. Machining brake rotors make them thinner
and more susceptible to heat and
warpage. If your brake job doesn't
have a vibration concern, don't touch
those rotor surfaces. If they are
thicker than the discard specification
and are not damaged by cracks,
gouges, etc., reuse them exactly the
way they are. TRUST ME on this one.
I will save you a lot of money and
problems. I have not resurfaced brake
rotors for nearly eight years. Usually
the discard thickness is stamped into
the metal. You will have to look for it.
It may be covered by brake dust.
NEVER EVER EVER NEVER
breathe the brake dust. It is dangerous. Place a catch can under the brake
assembly and spray off the brake dust
with brake cleaner before disassembly. By the way, the stuff in the catch
pan is hazardous waste. Treat it as
such.
Ok, let’s remove the brake caliper
and remove the used brake pads. They
will tell us what we need to know. If
the outside brake pad is worn much
more than the inside brake pad, the
sliders are sticking. Get some sandpaper and remove the rust and road
grime from whatever the caliper
slides along. Lubricate the sliders
with synthetic brake grease. If the inside pad is worn out more severely,
the caliper piston is sticking and both
calipers should be replaced. REMEMBER, WHATEVER YOU DO
ON ONE SIDE ALSO DO ON THE
OTHER SIDE! You do not want one
side working more efficiently than the
other side. This could cause a pulling
condition during braking but more
problematic is loss of control during
a panic stop. Next, open the bleeder
valve and push the piston back in
until it stops. Reinstall the used brake
pad and push against it, not the piston. Don't force it. It should push in
easily with a clamp. Before you take
the clamp off, close the bleeder valve.
That way air is not introduced into the
brake hydraulics. Lubricate with syn-

Please see HANDS on P. 16
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The Bookshelf

Holiday Party Coming to Library

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12
645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
11/15

Please join the Ranchos Library for
our Annual Holiday Party on Thursday,
Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. Friends of the Ranchos
Library will be hosting our festive celebration. Refreshments will be provided.
Be sure to come in and help us decorate
our Christmas Tree. December is “Hi
Neighbor” month and what a fantastic
way this would be to get know people
and participate in
something fun in
your community.
The Ranchos
Library will also
be having a Special Winter Presentation by Steve
Riley. We will be
presenting a fun
interactive winter
storytime on Saturday, Dec. 19 at 11:30
a.m. We invite you to feel free to come
in your pajamas and slippers. Please
contact the library for reservations prior
to Wednesday, Dec. 16. December is
also “Read a New Book Month.” What a
perfect way to top off our performance
than by checking out a new book and
having your own family story time or relaxing with your own silent reading
time. Books also make excellent gifts.
Stop by our sale room and see if you can
find a gently loved book that would be
perfect for someone special on your gift
list.
We have been receiving a lot of
questions about our recycling program.
The library does continue to recycle. We
accept cardboard, paper, aluminum,

plastic, glass and cans. We do not accept
styrofoam. For more information, please
contact the library. We would be happy
to answer your questions. All proceeds
we receive go to benefit the Ranchos Library.
Thank you to all of you that have so
far donated to our Bucks for Books program. These donations go a long way to
help us bring in new books for our library. All of the donations stay local to
the Ranchos Library. Just be certain to designate
the Ranchos Library on your insert when you
make your contribution. Also, thank
you to all of you
who have been diligently using your
SHARES cards when you do your grocery shopping. If you do not have a
SHARES card and would like information about the program or on obtaining a
card, please call or come by the library
and we will get one to you.

10% OFF

11/15

By Amanda Judd

1st Application
(new customers only • exp. 12/31/15)

FREE Analysis
FREE Quote

GOT WEEDS? CALL US • 559-245-2273
Monday - Friday • 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. • ValleyGreenSolutions.net

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
Do you suffer from:

Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis
Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion
Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Then I can help you!
Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

call 645-4948 or 430-7131
Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

11/15

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com

Click on “Local News” at
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Senior Report

Big Events Coming to Senior Center
Factory level and above diagnostic and repairs

By Patti Groh

11/15

We do most repairs on most vehicles •
Complete Car Care is proud to announce
that the California Emissions Repair
Evaluations are in and Warren Parr has been
rated as one of the HIGHEST PERFORMING
emission techs in the state of California,
scoring 99 out of 100!
Have Warren work on your car today!

Hwy. 99 at Barstow, just east of Island Water Park
M - F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • complete_car_care@hotmail.com

chain link

wood

I am sorry there was no Senior Report last
month (hope someone noticed). October just
got away from me with a couple vacations and
eye surgery. But, that is not to say that the Ranchos/Hills Seniors didn’t have a good and active month.
Of note in October, there was a Spaghetti
dinner that I hear was delicious. Everyone was
exclaiming about how much fun they had playing T.V. Games which included Senior’s Feud
(as in Family Feud) and Let’s Make a Deal. You
would be amazed at what people have in their
purses and pockets. That event was chaired by
Eva McAtee and thanks to her for putting it all
together so well. The Halloween costume party
and potluck was said to be a great success with
imaginative costumes and, again, good food
(which seems to be an ongoing theme). Josie
Turner chaired that event so well.
Again, I’m putting this article together before some events in November, but I’ll let you
know how the Thanksgiving dinner goes. The
turkey was provided by the Center with members providing the rest of the meal as a potluck.

wrought iron

11/15

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators
security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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People brought their own table service on
Thursday, Nov. 19. I hope everyone read
the November newsletter because new
this year was that guests of members were
asked to pay $10 for this event. Then, on
Saturday, Nov. 21, the month’s birthdays
were celebrated at the Shepherd’s Inn.
Please remember we do like to have you
sign up at the Center before the events. If
you missed these wonderful occasions,
please keep them in mind to attend next
year. The Center is always closed in honor
of Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day and
the Friday after.
The November General Meeting was
held on Nov. 9 at which time the membership voted on new officers. Congratulations to our new leadership: President
Ethel Hansen, Vice President Verlaine
Elinburg, Correspondence Secretary Patti
Groh, Treasurer Shirley Tickel, Assistant
Treasurer Diane Maxfield and Recording
Secretary Rita Selmon. The new Board of
Directors is comprised of Bonnie Elia,
Eva McAtee, Elva Earll, Nancy Koontz,
Debbie Farr (past president) and Helen
Lowell (Parliamentarian). Their installation will be at the December general
meeting.
Okay, we have made it through the
month of November and now the busy –
but so exciting – Christmas season is upon
us. The Center’s Christmas Boutique will
be held on the first two Saturdays of December, the 5th and 12th. You are all invited to come in for a hot beverage, a
cookie and to shop for beautiful Christmas gifts, decorations and, of course, delicious homemade Christmas goodies.
Members please keep working on your
boutique items and get them in to Carol
Wood. The Treasure House (our thrift
store) will also be open and all will be
open from 8 a.m. to noon.
The highlight of the season will be
our Annual Members Christmas Dinner
to be held on Monday evening, Dec. 14 at
6 p.m. This is also our December general
meeting and the officers will be installed.
It will be a ham dinner with members
again providing the potluck items to accompany the ham. A sign-up sheet is at
the Center, required so we know how
many tables we need. The guest cost will
be $10. There will be entertainment. A
table centerpiece contest will be held with
prizes. If you are interested in participating in that, please contact Caroline
Reeves.

Please see SENIORS on P. 16
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Golden Valley Welcomes New Teachers, Administrators and Staff
Golden Valley Unified School District welcomed 21
new teachers, administrators and specialists to the district
for the 2015-2016 school year.
In addition, three others were promoted: Katharine
Cuttone is Liberty High School’s new learning director;
Michael Grossman is also new to Liberty as a counselor
and is also Ranchos Middle School’s guidance learning
specialist; and Brenda Smith was promoted to a receptionist/accounts payable position.
Each of the new personnel were given the opportunity to introduce themselves to the Madera Ranchos community.

Name: Kelsey Dizney, Ranchos Middle School
Age: 27
Years teaching: First Year
Previous teaching experience: Substitute in GVUSD
and MUSD for two years
Schooling: Fresno State: BA and Credential Program
Grade/Subject teaching: 7th and 8th grade Special
Day Class at Ranchos Middle School
Kids: Abbagaell, 4
Hobbies: Reading, spending time with family, home
improvement projects
Favorite sports team: San Francisco Giants
Dizney says that so far things are going wonderfully.
“Our class is having such a great time and the kids (and I)
are working really hard. It is going to be a great year!”
Name: Albert Pando, Liberty High School
Age: 42
Years teaching: 16 years in education/11 years as a
guidance counselor
Previous teaching experience: Guidance counselor at
Chowchilla Union High School

Schooling: BA: Liberal Studies; Masters in counseling and credentials in Pupil Personal Service
Grade/Subject teaching: Liberty High School guidance learning specialist
Spouse/kids: Three girls: Annika, 10, Lexi, 8, and
Zoe, 4
Hobbies: Spending time with my kids
Favorite sports teams: World Series Champs San
Francisco Giants, San Francisco 49ers, Golden State Warriors
Pando says that things are going great at Liberty and
that students and staff have been welcoming and very
helpful. He said something that not a lot of people know
about him is that he has traveled over half the United
States and 13 countries overseas. “I like to travel,” Pando
said.

Name: Michael Grossman, Liberty High School
New position: Freshman Counselor at Liberty High
School
Old position: Guidance Learning Specialist at Ranchos Middle School
“This year I am 50/50 as the Guidance Learning Specialist at Ranchos Middle School and Freshman Counselor at Liberty High School.”
Years at GVUSD: Two
Yeast teaching (overall): Two years as a counselor
and 10 years total in various education roles
Grossman said the biggest difference between his
new and old position was making the transition from middle school to high school. “Like my freshman students,
we were both new to Liberty High School. The transition
from middle school to high school is an important one,”
he said. “This unique experience gives me the opportu-

nity to work with each student for two years as 7th and
8th graders and then again in high school as freshmen.”

Name: GeGe Drozen, GVUSD
Age: 48
Years teaching: 14
Previous teaching experience: Middle school and
high school Special Day Class and Resource Specialist
Program
Schooling: Fresno Pacific University with a BA in
Management/Organizational Development and a MA in
Educational Technology University: Special Education
Mild/Moderate Teaching Credential
Grade/Subject teaching: GVUSD Program Specialist-Special Education
Spouse/kids: Been married to her high school sweetheart, Rich Drozen, for 29 years and has raised “three
amazing sons” on their 60-acre ranch in Mariposa. Her
sons are Devin, 28, who is learning disabled and volunteers at his church; Christian, 23, who is a firefighter for
CalFire; and Nathan, 21, a professional union welder in
Sacramento
Hobbies: Sewing and loves going to yard sales
Favorite sports teams: Denver Broncos
Drozen is a first-time grandma to the most precious
grandson, Hunter, who is 7 months old
Melanie Williams, Educational Options
Greetings to the Madera Ranchos community. My
name is Melanie Williams and I was hired at Educational
Options to teach history. Living in this community for
many years has given me the opportunity to get to know
some of the kids that attend the Golden Valley Unified
Schools. I had the privilege to be on campus as a substi-

Please see PERSONNEL on P. 13
Click on “Local News” at
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PERSONNEL cont. from P. 12
tute teacher at every school site at one time or another over
the years and enjoyed working with your kids. It is a challenge to fill the position of a well- respected teacher who
the kids miss very much, but we are getting to know each
other and hopefully building educational goals for the
school year.
I started teaching in 1987 at Firebaugh Middle
School. After six years, I had three children and decided
to substitute part time to raise my family. They are now all
in college, so I decided to try teaching full time again. I
love working with kids and trying to get some history into
their heads. My kids grew up here and attended Sierra
View, Ranchos Middle School and Liberty High School.
Jeff is 20, Emily is 18, and Matthew is 16. Scott Williams
is my husband. He teaches at College of Sequoias in
Visalia. Our family loves visiting the coast. Scott has
taught us how to surf and ride the waves.
Name: David Poodry, Liberty High School
I've been teaching about 18 years, most of that at
Hoover High School in Fresno, where I taught biology,
ecology, earth science, zoology and environmental science. Before that I taught biology labs at Fresno State as
a TA (many, many moons ago). I've worked in science for
a few places before that: UC Kearney Ag research facility,
US forest service at the Pacific southwest forest service
laboratory and other field biology jobs. At Liberty High
School I teach biology and AP biology. The students here
are great. I can't say that strongly enough. I'm still learning the where, who and what things are. Being a newbie
again feels awkward at times and I am having to apologize
too often. My wife and kids are the reasons I'm here. I'm
always grateful and in awe of all of them. We live in the
district and love being part of the community. Some of my
present students I've seen grow up through the years.
Again what can I say? Wow.
Name: Jeannette Covington, Webster
Previous experience: Retired from Fresno City College after 32 years of teaching
Kids: Chris Imperatrice and David Imperatrice
Hobbies: Auto racing and football
Covington likes to travel. She drives a 40-foot motor
home and tows a Jeep Wrangler and now travels by herself. “My husband and I used to travel throughout the U.S.
and Canada in our motor home,” she said.
Name: Leean Lewis-Ramirez, Liberty High School
Age: 23
Years teaching: First year
Previous teaching experience: Vocational training in
high school teaching; 7th grade English at Scandinavian
middle school in Fresno; student teaching at Bullard High
and Kingsburg High in Fresno and Kingsburg, respectively; and long-term subbing at Bullard for one semester
Schooling: Fresno State. BA: English Education
Grade/Subject teaching: 9th and 11th grade English
and English Language Arts support
Spouse: Michael Ramirez
Hobbies: Reading, playing basketball, church activities
Favorite sports teams: “I don't watch sports. It's a little depressing watching people have fun playing a game,

www.The Ranchos.com

while I'm just sitting on the couch.”
Lewis-Ramirez says that things are going great at
Liberty. “I love the students and the staff is wonderful.”
She also said that something most people don’t know
about her is that she collects comic books.
Name: Eric Whaite, Liberty High School
Age: 32
Years teaching: 2
Previous teaching experience: Pershing Continuation
High School in Central Unified School District
Schooling: Fresno State. BA: History and teaching
credential
Grade/Subject teaching: 10th grade World History
and 11th grade U.S. History
Spouse: Married to wife Rhanda Rylant-Whaite
Hobbies: Football! “I absolutely love watching it and
playing fantasy football.”
Favorite sports teams: San Diego Chargers
Whaite says Golden Valley is an amazing school district. “So far I think that everything is going very well.
Every day I work hard to make sure that I am continually
getting better as a teacher.” He says that something not a
lot of people know about him is that he was in the Navy
for five years as a Master-at-Arms and got out in 2008.
Name: Alma Jaimes, GVUSD
Age: 25
Years teaching: First year
Schooling: Fresno Pacific University: BA in Psychology and Spanish Language and Culture. Currently in
her third year of graduate school at Fresno Pacific University, enrolled in the dual masters and credential program for school psychology and school counseling, and a
Board Certified Behavior Analyst certificate.
Grade/Subject teaching: School psychologist intern.
Hobbies: Shopping, Zumba and traveling
Jaimes says she’s keeping busy, striving to keep herself organized to get things done. “The community and
schools are great. I am truly enjoying my internship experience,” she said. She also said that most people don’t
know she studied abroad in Central America for her Bachelor's degree in Spanish Language and Culture.
Name: Amber Bridges, Sierra View
Age: 38
Years teaching: 1.5
Previous teaching experience: I taught English and
history at Gage Middle School in Huntington Park (Los
Angeles Unified School District) in 2004 and 2005
Schooling: UCLA: BA in History. Juris Doctor from
Loyola Law School. Bridges is also an attorney who practiced education law at Lozano Smith before coming to
Sierra View. She also practiced civil litigation at Baker
Manock & Jensen before Lozano Smith
Grade/Subject teaching: 5th grade at Sierra View
Spouse/kids: Husband of 11 years is Joey. Son
Nathan is 8 years old and in 3rd grade at Webster
Hobbies: Exercising, reading, studying maps and taking road trips
Favorite sports teams: College - UCLA; Pro – San
Francisco Giants, 49ers and the Oklahoma City Thunder
“Things are going well. The students, staff, and administration at Sierra View are amazing. I feel blessed to
be a part of the Sierra View family,” Bridges said. She also

said that most people don’t know that she was one of the
original employees of the Pizza Factory when it opened up
in the summer of 1996.
My name is Therese George, and I have been teaching for 15 years in California. I hold a Masters in Environmental Sciences, and worked in private industry
(primarily biochemistry and environmental engineering)
prior to teaching. I currently teach chemistry and biology
at Liberty High School and have taught almost every secondary science in the past 15 years including biology,
chemistry, earth science, life science, anatomy and environmental science.
I have been an active member of the San Diego Zoological Society and Scripps Institute of Oceanography's
Stephen Birch Aquarium for more years than I can count.
I was also an active member of the Society of Toxicology
for a few years and remain active in the field.
My interests are numerous and constantly evolving,
but those that could qualify as hobbies would have to include entomology, arachnology, hiking, water skiing,
snorkeling, reading and writing. (I was editor of "California Neighborhoods" many years ago, and have written two
children's books, in addition to numerous science papers.)
Liberty High School is a wonderful educational environment for students and teachers alike. The other science teachers I work with on a daily basis are great – and
what a wealth of expertise! The administration is genuinely supportive and available. The parents are involved. The campus is very well maintained. The
students are active in the community, and more academically motivated than most California schools. What
more could one ask for?
Promotions
Additional New Personnel:
• Kirk Delmas, Liberty High School principal
• Donna Ervin, library media
• Jordan Murphy, Liberty High School athletic
director, athletic trainer and ROP sports medicine
teacher
• Kristina Tatom, Liberty ag
• Anne Scott, Liberty English
• Elvira Ledezma, Liberty English
• Veronica Parnell, Webster special education
• Marissa Zamora, Webster
• Jennifer Hernandez, Webster reading lab
• Luanne Lopez, Webster yard duty supervisor
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a.m. and pick it up, fixed and ready for release, at 4 p.m. the same Thursday. Those
cats are taken to the Hope Animal Clinic in
Fresno. Similarly, for those who are interested in spaying or neutering their own pet,
and who qualify, FMAS not only offers a
free voucher but also free transportation to
Hope Animal Clinic and back from the
shelter two days a week for a refundable deposit of $20 for dogs and $10 for cats.
Bay Area Needs Adoptable
Dogs and Cats
Tuttle, who works full-time as operations manager at a manufacturing facility in
San Joaquin in addition to working shot
clinics and adoption transport runs, said that
while FMAS does hold and attend many
local adoption events, including the annual
Super Adoption event at Fresno Valley Animal Center in May, and at Petco and PetSmart stores in Madera and Fresno, animals
are harder to adopt out in the Valley due to
the overpopulation of homeless ones here.
By contrast, the Bay Area, which has solved
the problem of overpopulation of dogs and
cats through an aggressive no-kill program,
actually needs adoptable animals. Amazingly, Tuttle said, when asking for details
about their new pets’ background and told
there isn’t any since they were formerly
strays, new pet owners, not seeming to understand the term “stray” will ask questions
like, “What do you mean … they were running around loose?”
Another board member of FMAS who
participates in almost all their volunteer
events and is also the Director of the Madera
County Department of Animal Services,
Kirsten Gross, answered questions about the
Marin County Humane Society which was
the first, starting about 13 years ago, to pick
up animals at the Madera County Shelter.
“They used to come down with a big van
and take 20 to 30 animals back,” she said,
“because they don’t generate enough themselves.” But they’ve since connected with
facilities that are closer than Madera’s to
meet their needs and so don’t have to travel
so far. Today, the Madera Shelter also benefits from organizations like New Beginnings, which ships animals to Utah, Oregon,
and Idaho, and Wings of Rescue which flew
1,000 dogs coming from the Central Valley
out of Van Nuys on Nov. 20 to multiple locations across the country.
Department of Animal Services
Plans for New Shelter
Gross, whose department’s shelter
building of 8,000 square feet currently sees
over 7,000 animals pass through each year,
has also begun a campaign to raise money
for a new $20 million facility, which, according to the assessment conducted, needs
to be 24,000 square feet in order to more

humanely house the animals and also accommodate the County’s growth over the
next 20 years. The tentative start date for
building the new shelter is about five years
away, Gross said, due to the fact that the
County, which has many departments
housed in very old buildings, must prioritize other projects such as the Health Department, first. In the meantime, FMAS has
made arrangements to print and distribute
flyers requesting donations for the new
shelter in all the property tax bills that have
been mailed throughout the County.
Valley State Prison Has Begun
Very Special Puppies Program
Gross also answered questions about
the Very Special Puppies Program, so
named by new Warden Ray Fisher Jr. at the
Valley State Prison for Men in Chowchilla.
Begun in August, the program is being carried out at no cost to the penitentiary or taxpayers because FMAS provides for food,
crates, vaccinations and spaying, neutering
and all related costs for the dogs. And Ali
Imel of Yosemite Bark Pet Services donates
her time to train the prisoner dog trainers
three days a week. Each session of the program, for which 200 prisoners volunteered
and 10 were selected, takes 10 weeks during which time the dogs are given potty
training and crate training, taught basic obedience and some cute tricks, and earn the
American Kennel Club Good Citizen Ribbon and acknowledgement. Graduates of
the course are adopted out at $400 each due
to their additional value, which helps defray
the costs of the program.
Gross, who said the first batch of dogs
had all graduated and been adopted, delivered a new group of six dogs to the prison
on Monday, Nov. 16. She said she is hoping
to expand the program to where they can be
trained as service dogs. She also said that
when she delivered the second batch she
saw they brought big smiles to the faces of
the inmates, some of whom have not had an
opportunity to pet a dog since being incarcerated 15 or 20 years ago. Gross said the
criteria for dogs are they can’t be too neurotic or aggressive and they must weigh less
than 40 pounds. But age is not an issue. And
she said the State and Federal Leadership
of the Correctional Units are encouraging
these kinds of programs for the benefits of
the inmates, the atmosphere at their facilities, and the public, who get to adopt the
well-trained dogs because it is a win-winwin for everyone.
Whether you are interested in finding
a new friend, getting a current friend or
neighborhood acquaintance spayed or
neutered, joining soon-to-be new friends for
a day-long round trip to the Bay Area, helping process shots and worming for the furry
friends of others, learning about volunteer
opportunities or how to donate hard, cold

cash, you can check out the following numbers and addresses mentioned above and
summarized below.
• For free spay and neuter services for
those with financial need or for feral cats,
call Letty at the FMAS building of the
Madera County Department of Animal
Services complex. She can also arrange feral
cat traps, free transportation and can also
add folks to the mailing list for the FMAS
Quarterly Newsletter. Call her at 363-5106.
• For Low-cost Vaccinations, Worming, and Dog Licensing, attend the Clinics
held on the first Saturday of every month at
the Madera County Fairgrounds from 10
a.m. to noon.
• Those interested in adoption of a dog
or cat should call Madera County at 6757891 and ask to be connected to the Shelter.
Or, for those with access to the internet, the
FMAS website, www.FMAS.info, has a
menu called ADOPTABLE ANIMALS
which leads to pictures volunteers have
taken with animals at the shelter that are
available. The cost of $100 to adopt a dog
and $60 to adopt a cat includes all vaccinations and spaying or neutering, which, by
California law, must be done prior to adopting an animal out. The FMAS.info website
also includes contact information, a volunteer form, a schedule of upcoming events
and information about how to donate as
well as lots of stories and pictures.

• You can send donations for the new
Madera County Animal Shelter – or help
pay for any of the services described above
–to Friends of Madera Animal Shelter at
P.O. Box 923, Madera, CA 93638. Checks
should be made out to FMAS.
• You can also contribute to FMAS by
designating online purchases through
iGive.com and AmazonSmile or just go to
the FMAS.info website to make a donation
using PayPal.
• FMAS also has a Facebook Public
Group called Dogs of the Madera County
Animal Shelter, Official Rescue or Adoption
Page, which posts stories and pictures about
the dogs that are available for adoption.
• Hope Animal Clinic in Fresno also
offers low-cost spay and neuter, microchip,
dew claw and molar removal services to
anyone who can bring in their own dog or
cat. The main thing is to contribute however
you can to the Madera County Animal Department’s and the Friends of the Madera
Animal Shelter’s goal of eliminating the
homeless dogs and cats in Madera County
and making the term “stray” just as strange
here in the Valley as it is in the Bay Area
and other parts of the country.
• For more on the Very Special Puppies
Program at the Valley State Prison go to the
Ranchos Independent Facebook post on
Friday, Nov. 20 for the link to the CBS
Channel 47 Eyewitness News story.

Want to reduce stress? Increase Energy?
Lose weight? Regain health?
NEW CLASSES ARE FORMING NOW!

• Yoga • Zumba • Core Conditioning
• Bodyweight Conditioning • Mobility • Boot Camp

559-416-8531
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37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos

One Week FREE Membership

with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 12/31/2015

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete
Marty Owen The Concrete Guy
Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

thankful. Think about it. What does being
thankful do for you and those around you?
Have you ever regretted being appreciative
or appreciated? Has there ever been a time
when you didn’t have one single thing to be
thankful for?
This past weekend I sat with five people from three different families who were
grieving the loss of a child. As they shared
with one another how they were coping with
the upcoming holidays, I was profoundly
struck by the fact that two of them mentioned giving thanks. Intentionally choosing
Yes, That Fits!
to ponder and give thanks for the blessings in
life isn’t removing the pain, but it is helping
We were organizing my client’s spare them cope.
(catch-all) room and came across her Costco
In an article by John Tierney (www.nysurplus supplies. I suggested putting them in times.com) he says, “Cultivating an ‘attitude
the hall closet. “There’s no room there,” she of gratitude’has been linked to better health,
said emphatically. I hear that a lot. Spaces sounder sleep, less anxiety and depression,
seem full, so things are left out or clutter-up higher long-term satisfaction with life and
other rooms. Sometimes a mere rearranging kinder behavior toward others.” To top it all
of the closet creates the needed space. Other off, it’s free and there’s no mile-long list of
times after a quick purge of items no longer negative side effects!
needed or used, a
Maybe you’re
client is surprised by
struggling with a
an open shelf.
There is one component, however, life that doesn’t
Often times our
that I believe is essential to every per- seem to fit right
lives are like those
now. May I chalclosets. We ran- son’s life that fits. It is gratitude — the lenge you to try on
domly stuff them quality of being thankful. Think about gratitude? If you’re
full, not in any sort it. What does being thankful do for you having a hard time
of order. Pretty soon, and those around you? Have you ever getting started, Rewe can’t stuff anregretted being appreciative or appre- alSimple.com has a
other thing in, and so
list of 100 things to
things get left out. ciated? Has there ever been a time be thankful for and
Sometimes impor- when you didn’t have one single thing LifeHack.org has
tant things. We can’t to be thankful for?
another 60. If none
see that with a little
of those seem to fit,
time and intentional
you can always say
thought we can let
the prayer that Mrs.
go of the less important and make space for King (my children’s Kindergarten teacher)
what we value.
used to say, “...and thank You, God, for all
In my coach training we talk about cre- the bad things that didn’t happen.” Have a
ating “A Life That Fits.” Sometimes that blessed Thanksgiving!
means letting go of or adding something like
a habit or a system. Sometimes that means
Contact Organized by Choice (because
discovering your passions and strengths. “A things don’t always fall into place) at
Life That Fits” is unique to every individual. P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call
There is one component, however, that 559-871-3314 or email info@organizedbyI believe is essential to every person’s life choice.com. You can also visit their webthat fits. It is gratitude — the quality of being site at www. organizedbychoice.com.

www.The Ranchos.com

CALL US!
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Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?
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poverty, compared to about 15 percent for
California and the United States.
At the same time, energy consumption
in the region is higher due to more extreme
weather than other areas of the state. According to Pacific Gas & Electric, compared to Los Angeles, the city of Fresno has
85 percent more Heating Degree Days and
more than double the number of Cooling
Degree Days. Higher energy consumption
means that Valley residents must allocate a
greater portion of their budget for energy
bills. Food processing plants located in the
Valley are also particularly susceptible to
the burden of rising energy costs.
“Policy-makers need to understand

HAWKS cont. from P. 2
Chad Wallace set a school record with
338 yards from scrimmage, rushing for 220
yards, third highest total in school history.
He also caught three passes for 118 yards,
fourth most all time. He also set a school
record with five touchdowns with four
coming on the ground and one through the
air. Wallace also scored on touchdowns of
90 and 75 yards.
Quarterback Markie Brandt threw for

HANDS cont. from P. 9
thetic grease wherever there is metal to
metal. That includes the back of the
new brake pads also. It is metal to
metal that causes brake squeal, not
braking surfaces like a brake rotor or
pads. Reuse or install those new funny
metal clips. They prevent squealing. Reinstall the caliper tightly. Before you
pump the brake pedal you should be
able to easily slide the caliper back and
forth. If not, the slider is still binding.
Before you put the vehicle in gear, add
an equal amount of brake fluid that was
lost when the caliper was pushed in.
Pump the brake pedal until it is high and

SENIORS cont. from P. 11
People attending bring their own Christmas table service and it is always so beautiful.
The Birthday Lunch in December will be
held at Gabriela’s in Madera. They have some
Italian food and some Mexican food, with
both cuisines being tasty. The lunch will be
on Saturday, Dec. 19. Again, please sign up at
the Center at 37330 Berkshire Drive or call
the Center at 645-4864.
The Ranchos/Hills Seniors’ monthly
newsletter is always available at the Center
and can also be picked up at the Ranchos
Market and other businesses around the area.
In it you can find all of the regularly sched-

the ways that our regional economy is
being impacted by aggressive energy
and environmental policies,” said Ruth
Evans, Government Affairs Committee
Chair for the Greater Fresno Area
Chamber of Commerce. “The San
Joaquin Valley has a much higher unemployment rate than the state average
and is suffering from the impacts of the
drought, and yet the struggling business
and families in this area are forced to
pay far more than their share. We should
focus on addressing this inequity and
implementing policies that promote economic growth and prosperity and avoid
regulatory measures or legislative proposals that will drive away muchneeded jobs and opportunity.”
208 yards, just the second quarterback to
throw for more than 200 yards in a game in
Hawks history. Running back Jackson
Watts also rushed for 164 yards, the 11th
best total in school history.
The Hawks' defense also scored their
first safety of the season when Hunter Gray
stuffed Exeter in the end zone.
After heading into halftime tied at 21,
both teams scored 28 second half points before Exeter scored the game-ending field
goal.
hard BEFORE YOU DRIVE. Make a
few practice stops before driving on the
road. You will not have to break in the
new pads if you use good quality. If you
have questions or run into problems,
text pictures and questions to 559-9077661 or email complete_car_care@hotmail.com. That email address can also
be used to suggest future topics or ask
other questions.
Thank You and God Bless 93636
Warren Parr
California Smog License
#EO139887
California Star Station #117312
uled events including Monday-WednesdayFriday exercise, meetings and the special
events. The Center will be closed Christmas
Day.
Then we’ll be moving into the new year
and the seniors will bring it in right with all
the hoopla one would expect for the night.
Bring food and treats to share.
I want to remind everyone that Ranchos/Hills Senior Center membership is open
to everyone age (only) 50 and over. Dues are
$40 a year (January through December). You
are invited to join and participate in all of the
fun and exciting activities the Center has and
we also would love to have any ideas you
have for new activities.

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
tion in California is BIG BIG BUSINESS. Probably the largest business.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau
2012, the average salary for a teacher
in California with only a bachelor's degree was $62,010 plus benefits. The national average was $46,340. With all
the big money in California's public education, how are our students faring?
According to the most current ranking
that I know about, California ranks
41st out of 50 states in student testing.
Looks like more money is not the solution to better student performance.
Let’s look at GVUSD. Our annual
budget is approximately $18 million.
Eighty-five percent of that revenue is
paid in LABOR COSTS. About 10 percent goes to the maintenance and running of the school district. About 5
percent directly reaches students. Five
percent of $18 million is $900,000. Divide $900,000 by 180 instructional days
for 1965 students. About $2.54 reaches
the students directly per day. In contrast,
GVUSD payroll (not including benefits)
is about $1.2 million per month.
WOW!!! No wonder we do not have
opportunities like Career Vocational
Training at Liberty High School. Students are greatly underfunded. If we
don't decrease GVUSD labor costs and

increase student funding as a percentage of budget, I don't see how we will
ever be able to move forward with
electives and programs like CVT.
Looking forward to your response
President Malmstrom,
Warren Parr
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
While some farmers are concerned
about their exports, others of us are
wondering if Madera County Government actually has a comprehensive
protocol to detect and deter potential
terrorist activities in our own backyard? Perhaps we are leaving it up to
our Governor and our President to provide for our local safety and security.
Do we have a pro-active plan and a
program (other than our unalienable
Second Amendment rights which,
thankfully, are defensive by nature)?
If not, may I please suggest that
our new and highly qualified Sheriff
be given the resources to develop one?
As we have witnessed, it’s not that
far-fetched an idea.
Ray Krause
O’Neals

Foster Parents Needed

LIC. #107206625

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.
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ENERGY cont. from P. 2
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Click on “Local News” at

WHINING cont. from P. 5

intellectual diversity and freedom of
speech.
College campuses, with their security guards and gated accommodations, are, in fact, very safe places.
The world has no shortage of dangerous neighborhoods, but college classrooms, bulletin boards and student
publications are not among them. The
latter are overwhelmingly safe, both
in absolute and relative terms,
notwithstanding the occasional graffiti of insults and indignities that, regrettably, are part of the background
noise of life in the age of social
media.
Success in the real world demands
a thick skin. Not every barbed comment is a casus belli. Not every fellow
student born of “privilege” is an
enemy. And while one should never
have to suffer bigotry, there is a difference between uttering fighting
words and expressing an idea, however distasteful. A successful liberal
arts education equips students to recognize real bias, to contest it, and to
use verbal skill to disarm those who
would act on it.
Kids will be kids. But where are
the adults? Students experimenting

with extremism need to be (and may
even expect to be) confronted with
limits prescribed by faculty and administrators committed to the rule of
law and open debate. Instead, students
discover that when they push, all restraints give way: deans resign; resistant teachers are discredited;
college presidents beg for “dialogue.”
The message conveyed to students is
that coups are much more efficient
than having to prevail in a free market of ideas.
Faculty and administrators need
to find some backbone. Their mission
is not to be popular but to teach. The
terrorist attack in Paris offers them a
teachable moment, an opportunity to
open students’ eyes to the difference
between truth and propaganda; between governing by fiat and governing
by
persuasion;
between
intellectual rigidity and intolerance,
on one hand, and free and robust debate, on the other.
It’s not too late.
Peter Scheer, a lawyer and journalist, is executive director of the
First Amendment Coalition. These
views do not necessarily reflect the
opinion or position of the F.A.C.
Board of Directors.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!
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www.The Ranchos.com
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GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

the internet and I know that I will
not be arrested and executed as a
result. I may face an IRS inquiry,
which is another matter, but I am
free to voice dissention. There are
those who do not have such a luxury, they remain silent for fear of
their lives and the lives of their
loved ones.
I am grateful for those who
fight and die to protect all of us.
The men and women of the armed
forces carry an immensely heavy
burden. They step out onto the
battlefield knowing that they
aren’t just protecting the citizens
of the country but the idea that
freedom is worth dying for. Those
in the military face unimaginable
danger and endure excruciating
circumstances for our benefit,
never asking for adoration or acknowledgment. Their sacrifice is the
most noble.
It’s tragic that it takes such a
horrific event as a terrorist attack
and the loss of innocent lives to
put your own life into perspective.
If only we all woke up every day
thankful for our opportunities and
grateful for our blessings. Perhaps
we can at least hope that these
devastating events will bring us all
together not only to fight the evil
but to carve out a better future for
all of us. So let’s make this
Thanksgiving season special; let’s
do something different. Do something nice for a stranger, go the
extra mile for a neighbor and be
extra kind to your loved ones.
Terrorists may take our lives by
force but can never break our
spirit.

RECIPES cont. from P. 8
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chopped apples, cranberries – just about
anything your family would like. I found
this recipe in the book and thought it a little different but someone may like it for
their family.
Down South Stuffing
½ C Butter or margarine
¾ C minced onion
½ C minced green peppers
½ C minced celery
1 chicken bouillon cube
5 C day old white bread crumbs
5 C crumbled corn bread (made without sugar)
½ pound pork sausage links, cut up
¼ tsp. salt
⅛ tsp. pepper
½ tsp. poultry seasoning
2 eggs, beaten
¾ C chopped pecans
In hot butter in skillet, sauté onions,
celery, and green peppers until tender. In
large bowl combine bread crumbs. Dissolve bouillon cube in ⅔ C hot water;
sprinkle over bread crumbs. Add sautéed
vegetables. In same skillet, sauté sausages
until browned. To crumb mixture, add
salt, pepper, poultry seasoning, eggs,
pecans then sausages with drippings and
toss. Any stuffing left over after stuffing
the turkey can be put in a buttered casserole and baked after the turkey comes out
of the oven. Be sure to refrigerate the
stuffing to be cooked while the turkey is
baking.
Here it is Thanksgiving. Whether you
are having the traditional turkey and all
the trimmings or ham, roast beef, tamales
or barbecued hamburgers and hot dogs, I
sincerely hope you are having it with family or friends that you love and love you in
return.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving.
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Alteration Services

Gutter Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both co ntinuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor - Repair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Birthday Notice

Housecleaning

Mark this on your calendar! Diana J. Tucker's birthday is December 19. She will
be accepting lunch dates,
gifts and phone calls. Please
call her at 381-5879 and say
H A P P Y B I R T H D AY D I A N A !

Housecleaning - Get ready for the
holidays. Call Linda or Staci at
559-458-3248.

Real Estate
Your Ranchos Home Sold
Guaranteed
Or I’ll buy it for cash*
NO Gimmicks! Order a Free Report on my exclusive
Guaranteed Sale Program, by visiting:

www.TomsGuaranteeSale.com
Tom Thayer, Broker
Real Estate Professionals
License #01105315

For FREE Recorded Message Call:
1-866-254 -3814 ID#1072
Or you can call me direct at: 559-706-3820
Not a solicitation of active listings

Business Opportunity
Booth Space
busy salon in
a esthetician,
curist. Call
info.

- now available for
Ranchos. In need of
hair stylist and mani645-6565 for more

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Painting Services - 40 years of
experience.
Licensed.
Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Lic. #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and schools.

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy - 28
years experience. Wood Stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559908-9332.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-9704476.

©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.

Firewood

TractorWork - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale - Seasoned Almond
firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Window Cleaning Services

For Rent
Office for rent – 36711 Avenue 12
in Madera Ranchos – approx. 450
sq. ft. Rent $400/month includes
utilities. Call 805-570-1797.

SUDOKU

Painting Services

Child Care

Chimney Sweep

*Seller and Tom must agree on price and closing date.
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Classified

Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates. Ask about
our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

©2015 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000
www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
11/15

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

www.davidparker.info
Property Management we can rent your home:

Jerry Eddings, Realtors

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
11/15
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?
Ask about our

FREE
home
warranty
program.

We Have
PreApproved
Buyers!

Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890
11/15

www.parker-properties.info

DRE #00329063

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

“Have a most wonderful and
Happy Thanksgiving with your
loved ones. My sincere thanks
and appreciation to my clients
old and new.”
11/15

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

Liz

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Call Today!
Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987
Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

DRE Lic. #01454566

www.The Ranchos.com

the Ranchos Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
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BRE# 01397023

maria@ossrealtor.com
Ranchos resident for over 30 years!

11/15
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Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone
Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

sin
1970ce

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
Sales & Leasing

822-4500

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER

Jo-De DRILLING

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

LIC. #273099

HIGH QUALITY
Notary in the GATE
SYSTEMS
Ranchos!

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE
Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?
How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent

559-454-8060
call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

Brannon’s
A/C & Heating

• Preseason Service
• Emergency Repair
• New Installations
• Water Heaters
• Senior Discounts

559-706-1368

(559) 645-0634

Lic. #961690

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

s
Rancheont
Resid

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Mitchell L. Vick
Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

repair

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

559-363-1851

we also have P.O. BOXES available
ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com

Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory

JEAN BRINER

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your ruling planet, Mars, allows you to assume a sense of command
that can help you turn a chaotic workplace situation into one that's orderly, productive and, yes, even friendly.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Getting a relationship that's been stuck in a rut up and running again
depends on how far you want to run with it. Be honest with yourself as you consider which decision
to make.

ADS

LOGOS

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Be wary of rumors that seem to be coming from everywhere this
week. Waiting for the facts before you act means never having to say you're sorry you followed the
wrong lead.

PR

MARKETING

645-0634

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A difficult personal matter might prompt you to turn to a trusted
friend to help you sort through a maze of emotional conflicts. The weekend should bring some
welcome news.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Some of the new people coming into the Lion's life could play pivotal roles
in future personal and professional matters. Meanwhile, an old friend might have an important message.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) A delay in getting things moving on schedule can
be a blessing in disguise. Use this extra time to do more research so you can buttress any of the weaker
points with solid facts.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You might need to get involved in a personal matter
before it becomes a serious problem. Also, be wary of someone offering to mediate, unless
you can be sure of his or her motives.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Taking sides in a workplace or domestic dispute could prolong
the problem. Stay out and stay cool. Then you can be friends with both parties when things settle down.

11/15

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A friendship has the potential to become
something more, and with this week's aspects favoring romance, you might feel that this possibility is
worth exploring.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The new job you want might require you to relocate.
If so, keep an open mind and weigh all the positives and negatives before making your decision.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A new relationship seems to be everything you could
have hoped for. Congratulations. Meanwhile, it's not too early to get some feedback on that new
project you're working on.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You might have decided to get out of the fast-moving current
and just float around hither and yon for a while. But you might find that the new opportunity is too
tempting to turn down.

Born this Week

You believe in bringing out the best in people with kind

deeds, loving words and recognition of their "special" selves.
(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. "Twin Peaks"
2. Liver
3. Taxonomy
4. John Adams
5. Andrew Young
6. Ethiopia
7. A sphere
8. Maxwell House coffee
9. Henry Fonda
10. Mark Twain

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. TELEVISION: In what 1990s television
series did the character of The Log Lady
appear?
2. ANATOMY: What organ in the human
body produces bile?
3. SCIENCE: What is the science of classifying things called?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first
U.S. president to lose a re-election bid?
5. HISTORY: Who was the first AfricanAmerican to be elected to Congress from
Georgia since Reconstruction and later appointed ambassador to the United Nations?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What country's capital
is Addis Ababa?
7. MATH: In geometry, what is a perfectly
round ball called?
8. AD SLOGANS: What product was
claimed in advertisements to be "good to
the last drop"?
9. MOVIES: Who was the oldest performer to receive an Oscar for Best Actor?
10. FAMOUS QUOTES: What 20th-century humorist once said, "All you need in
this life is ignorance and confidence, and
then success is sure."

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Annual Community

Christmas Tree
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Lighting Ceremony
Maywood Shopping Center • Friday, Dec. 4 • 6 p.m.
The return of the original Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming
to the Maywood Center on Friday, Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. Come join in the
celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans
Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas
carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.
Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 11. Gifts will be delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 14 at 10 a.m.

11/15

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring

“The Big One”
Christmas Chamber Mixer
Wednesday, December 9
6-7:30 p.m.

Golden Valley
Chamber of
Commerce
37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C
Madera Ranchos
Everyone is invited. Great food will be served.
Our Merry Christmas to you. Call 645-4001 for info.

Help a Foster Child
this Christmas
through the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and CASA
Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster
child this Christmas by stopping by the
Chamber office and selecting an ornament
with a child’s name, age and gift request.
The requests range from everything from a
Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair
ribbons.U n w r a p p e d
items must be turned in
to the Chamber office by
December 11.
Call 645-4001 for
more information.

