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Professional Basketball
in the Ranchos? Believe it!
By Silas Verrinder
Basketball fans and
sports enthusiasts in the
Madera Ranchos will be excited to hear that the Ranchos is now home to a
professional sports team. The
new local basketball team, the
American Basketball Association
(ABA) California HeatWave, will
be facing off against the Central
Valley Titans on Saturday, Nov. 30
at Liberty High School at 6 p.m.
The California HeatWave is a
member of the ABA, an association
of semi-professional minor league
teams throughout the United States.
According to ABA CEO Joe Newman, the HeatWave is the ABA’s
oldest team with nine seasons under
its belt. The ABA has its roots in an
older league by the same name that
eventually merged with the NBA in
1976. The current ABA was founded
in 1999 and has no official affiliation
with its older predecessor. Several familiar NBA teams such as the Denver Nuggets,

News Briefs

the Indiana Pacers and the San Antonio Spurs
were once a part of the older ABA until the two
leagues merged. The California HeatWave will
compete in the ABA’s Southern and Northern
California divisions.
The California HeatWave was acquired by
Reggie Davis and Greg Chambers in 2004
while it was still based in Fresno. The team
moved to Sacramento, where it enjoyed moderate success in the basketball-enthusiastic
city, but they never completely won the city’s
support, presumably due to the already popular and well-established NBA Sacramento
Kings. The move was finalized earlier this
year, along with the decision to change their
name from the Sacramento HeatWave to the
California HeatWave. Their first season in
Madera will begin this month and extend into
next March.
Several other locations were also considered for the team’s new home but according to
Davis, the decision to move to the Madera
Ranchos was partially motivated by the proximity of the Ranchos to surrounding cities such
as Madera, Chowchilla, Fresno and Merced.
This means a greater pool of potential players
as well as fans. “We’re in a good place for a
community to support a minor league,” he

Community Tree Lighting Axed
By Randy Bailey

Hawks Football -- The 10-1 Hawks are
just two games away from their secondin-a-row Division V Championship. Their
next game is at Hawk Field against Lindsay on Friday, Nov. 29 at 7 p.m.
Common Core -- The controversial new
educational standards that the state of California has signed onto is coming to the
Ranchos. It will be discussed at the next
GVUSD Board meeting on Dec. 3 at 6:30
p.m. at the LHS library.
Pro Basketball -- The Ranchos is the new
home of the California Heatwave basketball team. For all of you who say there’s
nothing to do in the Ranchos, their first
tip-off is Saturday, Nov. 30 at 6 p.m. at the
LHS gym. Tickets at the door or from the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.
645-4001.
Brazen Burglary -- A garage on Kensington and 36 ½ was broken into by two
white males in a white SUV at 1 p.m. on
Nov. 2 while the homeowner was present.
If you have any info call 559-675-7770.

said. When asked why the Ranchos, Davis
said, “Why not the Ranchos?”
A longtime resident of the Central Valley
and a graduate of Fresno State University
where he was heavily involved in sports, Reggie Davis describes the California HeatWave
as “a community sports team” and explains
that this means closer connection to the community than a major team. “We try to get involved with things that support the
community,” Davis said. An important goal of
the team is to support the local community. According to its website, www.heatwavelive
.com, the HeatWave seeks to serve the entire
region with high quality basketball and entertainment, along with spreading the message of
living a healthy lifestyle through community
support “… for the issues that plague our society.”
It remains to be seen whether this move
will pay off. The lifeblood of any team, as
Davis explained, is sponsorship. He hopes that
local sponsors will emerge from the community and surrounding communities. While they
have yet to find sponsors in the area, Davis
said, “We are working on a short timeline to

The annual lighting of the community
Christmas tree at Maywood Center has
been cancelled this year by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The reason
given was lack of community participation.
At the monthly Chamber meeting held
Wednesday, Nov. 13, the decision was
made to not hold the event this year and see
if there was interest next year.
At the heart of the issue is the reason
behind the Christmas tree lighting. Since
its inception, the Chamber of Commerce
has used the event to gather items for veterans at the V A Hospital in Fresno. Every
year, the Chamber has put paper stars on
the tree. Community members are invited
to take a star and by so doing “adopt” a veteran, agreeing to put together a small care
package consisting of T-shirts, warm socks,
a toothbrush, paperback books and a lap
blanket. Last year, so few community
members bothered to get involved that the
sparse donations were barely adequate for
a handful of veterans, prompting two
Chamber members, not wanting to disappoint the hospital-bound veterans, to dig

into their own pockets.
The V A Hospital in Fresno houses
hundreds of veterans. Sadly, many are at a
stage in their lives where family and
friends no longer visit, making the holidays
a painful time for them. Chamber members
who have taken the care packages to the
hospital in the past unanimously speak of
the tearful gratitude awaiting them for such
a small offering. These men and women
have become America’s forgotten warriors
and, up until last year, had always received
a little something from the Ranchos.
The discussion at the Chamber meeting stressed that there was no interest in
pulling the plug on the tree lighting permanently, but since the purpose of it was
about the community getting an opportunity to, in a small way, say “thank you” to
our sick and dying veterans, the ultimate
decision would have to rest with the community.
If you would like to express your
thoughts to the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce about this, or other issues, they
can be reached at 645-4001 or you can stop
by at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Monday through
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Please see B-BALL on P. 10

Hawk to CSUF

Liberty High School senior Stetson
Woods, center, signs a National Letter of Intent to play baseball at Fresno State with
Liberty High School Counselor Karie Hannigan and school Principal, Frank Panian.

CORRECTION
In our October issue of the Ranchos Independent we said the young
lady on the cover was Carla Helms.
Her name is Ciara Helms. We appologize for any misunderstandings or
confusion this may have caused.

Click on “Local News” at

Page 3

Greg Noll Candidate for Sheriff
In June of 2014, the residents of
Madera County will be given the opportunity to elect a new Sheriff in Madera
County. With your help and commitment, I
plan on being the next Sheriff in Madera
County. Public safety and providing the
best service possible to you, the taxpayer,
is my number one goal. This can be accomplished by having a clear direction for
the Madera Sheriff’s Department and by

leading by example. I plan on doing both
throughout this election each and every
day I serve you, the citizens of Madera
County. Growing up in Madera County
(Oakhurst) and living in several areas
within the County and the City of Madera,
I know the challenges we face for providing a safer County for us to enjoy.
I am honored to work for one of the
busiest police agencies in the State of Cal-

ifornia and am proud to be part of the
Fresno Police Department. Being a Sergeant and supervising an investigation unit
has provided me with an opportunity to
fight crime on a daily basis. My experience
is unique as I spend each and every day reviewing cases and making sure the most
current policing strategies are being utilized to reduce crime rates. I plan on utilizing these same strategies in Madera
County and look forward to building rela-

Please see SHERIFF on P. 9
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Lay Pellets

$265/TON $19.75
Premium Quality

Wood Stove Pellets
Eagle Valley Brand
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80 LB. bag

$5 OFF
King Senior Delight

Senior Horse Feed
3rd bag when you buy 2 at regular price
50 LB. bags

Current Hay Prices per Bale

Timothy Hay ........................................................ $17.95
Orchard Grass .................................................... $17.95
Alfalfa ................................................................... $12.99 (and up)
Wheat Hay .......................................................... $12.49 (and up)
Cattle Oat Hay/Forrage .......................................$10.95
Cattle Grass Hay ................................................ $ 7.99
Rice Straw .......................................................... $ 7.99
Wheat Straw ....................................................... $ 6.99

BUY 2

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

PYRANTEL

We Sell ALL Animals

Horse De-Wormer GET 1 FREE

Alfalfa Cubes
Premium Quality

$389

Hen Scratch
per ton

$9.75
50 LB. bag

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa, Orchard Grass,
Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store!

all prices exp.12/31/13
except where noted and
are subject to change

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com • facebook.com

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com
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Dear Editor:
High Speed Rail (HSR) was a good
idea. I do not oppose the idea of a useful
High Speed Rail system. What I do vehemently oppose is the utterly arrogant and
disrespectful manner in which the High
Speed Rail Authority (HSRA) has shoved
it down our collective throats. I oppose the
“bait and switch” tactics, the criminal and
unconstitutional disregard for property
owners, agriculture, the environment, the
voters and the taxpayers of our county and
state. I am disgusted with the financial deceit and morally bankrupt non-elected individuals who have been placed in charge
of our destiny. I am saddened over the irreparable pending effects on our farmland
and rural communities such as Chowchilla
and Fairmead.
Governor Brown and Washington
D.C. are insisting that the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is too restrictive and should be set aside for HSR
but not for the development and delivery
of more (new) water to Madera County
and California. The California High Speed
Rail Authority filed a brief with the 3rd
District Court of Appeal in Sacramento
claiming that federal environmental laws –
typically considered less stringent than the
California Environmental Quality Act –
supersede state regulations. Therefore, we
are told to swallow that High Speed Rail is
much more important than our environment or collecting and storing the water
which will create thousands of real jobs
and billions in economic benefits.
I would like to ask the local wonks
who are still so loudly promoting the much
talked about, but never pinpointed, jobs
issue to step up and personally guarantee
that there will be 1,500 high-paying, permanent HSR jobs which will all go to
Madera County residents. “Put up or shut
up,” as my Grandfather was fond of saying to the posers.
Awarding construction contracts to a
poorly rated company which just happens
to have ties to a sitting Senator because

they were able to tender a low bid, knowing full well that they traditionally collect
much more in cost overruns? What have
they not learned by the Bay Bridge fiasco?
They must know better than we commoners. After all, we elected them.
Ironically, whatever good there may
have been in the original HSR idea has
been morphed and marginalized by elitist
and socially inept bureaucrats. I have heard
it sometimes referred to as “criminal stupidity.”
In 2008 the voters approved a $10 billion HSR Bond against a $40 billion total
estimated projected cost. So much for another promise made to voters deciding
whether to award the project $9.95 billion
in initial bond funding. That soon ballooned to nearly $100 million and was
“pared down” to today’s favorite underestimate of $68 billion by making compromises to their stated performance goals and
promises. Some recent revised estimates
have run as high as $200 billion and the
state hasn’t yet secured all of the additional
funds needed. The voters were told it
would meet the highest environmental
standards; that it would cost $43 billion;
that the ticket to go from San Francisco to
Los Angeles would cost $55 and the trip
would take no more than two hours and 40
minutes.
Quentin Kopp chaired the state Senate transportation committee for years and
co-wrote legislation that launched the bullet-train project. He later served as board
chairman of the state agency overseeing
construction of the system. In a recent legal
declaration, he filed a civil suit seeking to
halt the project. Kopp, a retired judge, said
the project as now planned violates the law.
“They have just mangled this project. They
distorted it. We don't get a high-speed rail
system. It is the great train robbery,” Kopp
said.
The HSR project is no longer anything
like what Californians approved and

Please see LETTER on P. 13
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Letters

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2014. Delivery must be by August 31, 2014.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES
FRAPPES • CAPPUCCINOS • ESPRESSO
ICED COFFEE • DREYERS ICE CREAM
DONUTS • OATMEAL • BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE
• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

10%
OFF!

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

ALL prepared drinks
(expires 12-31-13)
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Editorial

Just Stop It
By Randy Bailey

TheRanchos

Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
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All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The information gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............Publisher/Editor
Silas Verrinder -- Reporter • Karen Petryna -- Reporter
Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales • Tina Shannon -- Advertising Sales

559-645-0634
www.The Ranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

There are a lot of hot topics out
there in the news these days. All of the
stuff about Obamacare, or the shortcomings of the kickoff of Obamacare, leads
the list. Iran, Afghanistan, NSA spying
on our allies, Benghazi, using the I.R.S.
as a political tool ... the list goes on and
on. Then there are the goings on in California ranging from water shortages (artificially manufactured) to allowing
school-age boys to shower with schoolage girls at high schools because of their
“gender identity” to the whole joke that
is the state-sponsored high speed rail.
Common Core is a new one that has
reared its head. A lot to choose from and
believe me, I have an opinion on all of
them.
But we need to talk about a topic
that is much closer to home and something that impacts us all, particularly
here in the Ranchos. I’ll broach the subject by asking a basic question: Do you
know what “stop” means?
A comedian a few years ago said
that God’s 10 Commandments were not
“the 10 ‘Suggestions’.” Commandment
means it’s something you’re commanded
to do. Not something to think about or
weigh the pros and cons of or pick and
choose which parts you want to follow
and which parts you’ll have to pass on.
Command means do it or else.
This brings us to the question I

“What brought America
back? The American
people brought us
back with quiet
courage and
common sense,
with undying
faith that in this
nation under
God the future
will be ours; for
the future
belongs to the
free.”

posed above. Obviously, here in the Ranchos, “stop” means advance, crawl,
cross, depart, drift, drive, exit, flow, fly,
get away, get going, glide, hurry, leave,
locomote, migrate, proceed, progress,
propel, pull out, roll, run, scram, shift,
skip out, split, take off, transfer, transport, travel or traverse.
Unfortunately, those are all wrong.
Just like the 10 Commandments, a
stop sign is not a “suggestion.” A stop
sign means that you are supposed to
stop. It doesn’t mean stop only when
people are around. It doesn’t mean stop
only when you think, “Gosh ... I’d better
stop.” It doesn’t mean that you get to
look around at the situation and decide
that THIS time stopping just isn’t necessary ... besides, you’ve got somewhere
to be.
Stop means stop.
When I used to pick my daughters
up from Liberty High, I would park
where I could watch the stop sign before
entering the roundabout. If 50 cars came
up to that sign, two might stop. On my
street in the Bonnadelle Ranchos we
ought to change the writing on the stop
signs to read “roll.” That is, when they
slow down enough to actually just roll.
What I don’t get is when you go to
Fresno and you pull up to the intersection of Blackstone and Herndon and the
light is red, why don’t you just roll on
through the intersection? What’s the difference?
The answer is, “nothing.”
A cop stops a lawyer who has just
rolled through a stop sign. The lawyer
believes he can fast talk his way out of
the ticket by making the point to the cop
that there is essentially no difference between “stopping” and “slowing down.”
“I know the law,” the lawyer says.
“There is no meaningful, definable difference between safely slowing down
upon entering an intersection and coming to a complete stop for an intersection.
I defy you to show me a difference.”
The cop asks the lawyer to exit his
car. Once he does he takes out his nightstick and begins beating the lawyer with
it. Above the blows the cop calls out, “Do
you want me to stop or just slow down?”
Stop means stop. And it means stop
for all of us. When you pull up to a Ranchos stop sign, note that weightless feeling when your body is no longer
travelling forward ...
Eureka!

The Stock Report

Holidays are Here in the Ranchos
son in the Ranchos. Due to a lack of community participation it has been canceled this
Hi neighbors,
year. Also the Chamber will not be selling
Christmas is coming, Christmas is com- Sees Candy for Christmas gifts this year, but
ing! This is my favorite time of the year. I am the Kiwanis Club will be selling Poinsettia
making my list and checking it twice. It is plants as a fundraiser this year. Ask any Kitime to make three St. Nicholas cakes (family wanis member and they will tell you how to
favorite) because they need to mellow for at order a plant.
least a month before Christmas. Then I need
At the last Chamber of Commerce meetto put on my thinking cap so that I can recap ing our speaker was Harrison Caetano who
2013 for my annual
shared his ideas and
Christmas letter. Yes, I
asked for help. Harriam one of those who
son is working for his
I am sorry that the local Chamber Eagle Scout badge.
writes a Christmas letter each year. I only of Commerce will not be holding the He is in Scout troop
write one letter a year, annual December Christmas Tree C102. His project is to
so if my friends and Lighting for the Veterans Hospital put up two signs to
family want to know this year. This has always been a welcome people to
what I have been up to
the Madera Ranchos.
community event to start the Christmas Several people have
they need to read my
letter; if they don’t season in the Ranchos. Due to a lack tried to do this in the
want to know they of community participation it has past but always hit
can throw it away. been canceled this year. Also the problems and gave
They have my per- Chamber will not be selling Sees up. Harrison seems to
mission. I have been
have all the right
Candy for Christmas gifts this year, pieces in place to get
writing a Christmas
letter for the last 40 but the Kiwanis Club will be selling the job done this time.
years and I always Poinsettia plants as a fundraiser One sign will be at
keep one copy so that this year. Ask any Kiwanis member Avenue 12 and Road
I can look back over and they will tell you how to order 38 and the other sign
the years.
will be at Avenue 12
a plant.
After the St.
and Road 34. HarriNicholas cake baking
son is asking the comand the Christmas letmunity to help choose
ter writing, it is time for more lists and shop- which one of the three designs he has drawn
ping for gifts, wrapping gifts, putting up the up for this project. The three designs are in
Christmas tree, decorating the house and put- this copy of the Ranchos Independent then
ting up the outside lights. It is so much fun to you go to WelcometotheRanchos@gmail.com
drag out the boxes marked “Christmas to let him know your thoughts. Harrison
boxes.” Each box is filled with memories. I hopes to have the two signs up by April of
am so blessed with a loving family that still 2014. The local Chamber of Commerce has
wants to come to Grandma’s house for the voted to have the Chamber coordinate and
holidays.
share in the cost of the upkeep of the two
Of course Thanksgiving comes before signs.
Christmas and starts the holiday season. I am
Reggie Davis also came to the local
happy that I can still put together a family Chamber of Commerce meeting to say hello
feast. This year the family will include my and to tell us about the California Heatwave,
great grandson, Jonathan Stock, who is home an ABA basketball team. Their first game will
on an “R&R” before his next assignment in be played at Liberty High School Gym on
the Navy.
Nov. 30 at 3 p.m. The tickets will cost $5 and
I am sorry that the local Chamber of $10 each. This is an ABA professional sports
Commerce will not be holding the annual De- basketball team. Tickets will be on sale at the
cember Christmas Tree Lighting for the Vet- Chamber of Commerce office.
erans Hospital this year. This has always been
Have a wonder holiday season. Remema community event to start the Christmas sea- ber that Jesus is the reason for the season.
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By Audrey Stock

Say you saw it in

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363

CA #142100
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chadstrucking.com

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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Integrity? What’s That?
A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map

11/13
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Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

www.The Ranchos.com

Who would have thought that honesty
and integrity were not popular virtues among
the weekend afternoon shoppers at the dollar
store? I made my way out last weekend, intent on picking up a few things and decided
to poke around the dollar store to see what I
could find. With a basket full of candles and
other decorative items, I stood in a line for a
time that rivaled a Sunday afternoon in WalMart at the end of the month. When I finally
made my way to the cashier, debit card in the woman behind me and took a dollar out
hand, something was fishy about the total. of her wallet to pay my bill? At that point
The thing about the dollar store is that it isn’t would it have mattered that it was just a doltoo hard to estimate the charges. I had nine lar? Perhaps he thought it would have been
items so when my total came out to eight dol- acceptable not to pay for something because
lars and change I knew she had missed some- it was the business that would lose the
thing. I could have just walked away, but see, money, and not some poor customer. Big bad
that would be thievery, and as I am not Robin corporations and business can afford to lose
Hood and the dollar store is not Prince John, a dollar here or there, so stealing from them
I couldn’t just walk
is perfectly fine. I
away, so I told her
wonder where the
that she missed
line is. Had it been
Not everything is black and five dollars, would I
something.
Of
course that led to her white, and the sheer amount of gray have been right to
pulling all nine items in this world is startling, but it speak up then? Ten?
back out of my bag seems pretty clear, when you know- We all know that if
and comparing them
the business loses
ingly pay less than what is due too many dollars, the
to the receipt. The
people behind me without the vendor’s knowledge, dollar store will soon
immediately started that is unethical and I won’t be a become the two dolgrumbling and com- party to it.
lar and fifty cent
plaining, and hey, I
store. Theft is theft.
get it. I was just
And had I not nowaiting in the same
ticed the discrepline. Not wanting to hold everyone up any ancy, then things would have played out
longer than I had to, I told her to just grab differently, however, I did notice. I noticed
something and ring it up again so I could before I even swiped my debit card and
pay and go. She did just that, at which point moving forward and knowingly not paying
I heard the man a couple of people back an- for all the items I was intending on purnounce in an irritated and loud voice, “Are chasing is the very definition of theft.
you kidding me? You complained because
I don’t regret holding up the line for
she didn’t charge you enough? I hope she an extra minute in order to do the right
doesn’t charge me enough.”
thing. I don’t regret making a big deal out
Never one to shy away from a moment of a single dollar, because if I would have
where I can make an idiot aware of his id- dropped a dollar bill as I walked out the
iocy, especially in this case when the man door I would hope that someone would
had a couple of young ones in tow, I took have picked it up and handed it to me. Not
my receipt from the cashier, turned to the everything is black and white, and the
jerk in the line and said, “What a great les- sheer amount of gray in this world is starson to teach your girls there, stealing is tling, but it seems pretty clear, when you
awesome, and don’t do the right thing if it knowingly pay less than what is due withisn’t convenient.” I spun on my heel and out the vendor’s knowledge, that is unethfumed the entire walk to my car and drive ical and I won’t be a party to it. But
home. What a nasty human being. The ex- apparently the man in line would not only
change didn’t add more than a minute to the have taken his ill-gotten discount, he
entire transaction and I certainly wasn’t would have raved about it to his young
going to walk away knowing full well that children, teaching them to take the money
one of my items wasn’t paid for.
and run at any opportunity that crosses
What has this world come to that in their path. What an upstanding dad. I’m a
front of your own children you would con- lucky girl: my parents taught me integrity.
done stealing? Would he have had a problem Guess he doesn’t have time to teach his
with it if I reached my hand into the purse of kids about that.
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Gobbling Thanksgiving

by Jean Briner

You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Golden Valley Baptist Church
come meet friends!

Mansel Trimble is the pastor at Golden Valley
Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

WANTED • WANTED
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Do you need some extra
SPURS
cash? We are looking for the AMERICAN INDIAN ITEMS
following items:
TURQUOISE
JEWELRY
-- FAIR PRICES PAID -STERLING SILVER
SADDLES
JEWELRY
BRIDLES
COSTUME JEWELRY –
HEADSTALLS
ALL KINDS
SHOW HALTERS
POCKET WATCHES
BITS
THIMBLES
SHOW TACK
STERLING SPOONS –
ALL OTHER
FORKS – PLATES, ETC.
HORSE TACK
If you have anything for
OLD HORSE BOOKS
sale call:
TACK RACKS
HORSE STATUES
We live in the Ranchos
and can come to your place or
ALSO:
meet you.
WESTERN BELT
THANK YOU
BUCKLES

264-7980
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I t ’s T h a n k s g i v i n g – h o p e
everyone is ready for the big
d i n n e r. O f c o u r s e I ’ m s p e a k i n g
of turkey and all the trim3 cloves garlic, minced
mings. But I know some people
2 tsp. chili powder
that don’t have turkey – either
½ tsp. oregano
they just don’t like it or like
½ tsp. cumin
s o m e t h i n g e l s e b e t t e r. I w a s
4 C. water
watching a TV show the other
1 can condensed tomato soup
day and the person on the show
1 (28 ounce) can diced tomaw a s c o o k i n g a p o r k l o i n r o a s t toes
that his family was going to
1 C Salsa
have. Then I know a family
4 C shredded cooked turkey
t h a t e v e r y y e a r t h e i r d a u g h t e r,
1 T. d r i e d p a r s l e y
their only child, chooses a dif3 chicken bouillon cubes
ferent country and they have
1 can black beans, rinsed and
t h e f o o d n a t i v e t o t h a t c o u n t r y. d r a i n e d
The last time I talked to her
2 C frozen corn
they were going to have food
½ C sour cream
from India.
¼ C chopped fresh cilantro
To me, Thanksgiving isn’t what ( o p t i o n a l )
you eat; it’s who you eat it with:
H e a t o l i v e o i l i n l a rg e s a u c e
Family! Nothing better than sitting p a n o v e r m e d i u m h e a t . A d d
around a table of food and fellow- m i n c e d o n i o n a n d c o o k u n t i l
shipping with the people in your life o n i o n s b e g i n t o s o f t e n . A d d g a rthat mean the most to you. That being l i c , c h i l i p o w d e r, c u m i n a n d
said, however,
oregano
and
my favorite meal
c o o k , s t i rr i n g
for Thanksgiving
... I want to wish you all for one more
is still turkey a H a p p y T h a n k s g i v i n g a n d I m i n u t e .
with everything
Stir
in
h o p e y o u a re a b l e t o b e w i t h w a t e r, t o m a t o
that goes with it
and one of the a s m a n y o f y o u r f a m i l y a s s o u p ,
diced
things I like best p o s s i b l e . F o r t h o s e f a m i l y t o m a t o e s ,
about the dinner m e m b e r s t h a t w e a re n ’t a b l e s a l s a , s h r e d d e d
is the leftovers. t o b e w i t h , c a l l t h e m t o t e l l t u r k e y, p a r s l e y,
Oh, I know you
and
bouillon
t h e m h o w m u c h y o u l o v e cubes. Bring to
say, “I can’t eat
another turkey t h e m a n d h o w t h a n k f u l y o u a b o i l t h e n r e sandwich,” but I a re t h a t t h e y a re i n y o u r d u c e h e a t a n d
never tire of l i f e . We n e v e r k n o w w h a t s i m m e r 5 m i n turkey, especially t o m o r ro w m a y b r i n g .
utes or until
with cranberry
bouillon cubes
sauce.
are dissolved.
How about
Add
black
something else to use the turkey beans, corn, sour cream and
in other than sandwiches? (Even cilantro (if using). Simmer for
though I don’t know how you 20 to 30 minutes.
can beat hot open-faced sandTo p w i t h y o u r c h o i c e o f a n y
wiches with mashed potatoes or all of the following:
and gravy or cold sandwiches
Crushed corn tortilla chips,
with cranberry sauce).
chopped green onions, shredded
Most everyone I know likes cheddar
or
Monterey
jack
s o u p o f s o m e k i n d . I f o u n d a cheese, sour cream and shredded
couple of recopies I’ll pass on cilantro.
to you.
If you’re not in the mood for
a spicy soup, how about chowTe x - M e x S o u p
der?
1 T Olive Oil
Please see RECIPE on P. 9
½ C minced onion

Click on “Local News” at
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8
Tu r k e y C h o w d e r
1 T butter
½ C chopped onion
2 C water
4
medium
red
potatoes,
scrubbed and cut into ½ inch
cubes (about 2 cups)
2 cups milk
1 package creamy gravy mix
2 cups shredded cooked turkey
1 c a n ( 8 ¾ o u n c e ) w h o l e k e rnel corn, undrained
1 tsp. sage – rubbed
Melt butter in large saucepan
over medium heat. Add onions and
cook and stir 3 minutes. Add
water and potatoes and bring to a
b o i l . R e d u c e h e a t t o l o w, c o v e r
and simmer 5 minutes or until pot a t o e s a r e t e n d e r.
In separate bowl stir milk into
gravy mix until smooth. Stir into
s a u c e p a n . A d d t u r k e y, c o r n a n d
sage. Bring to a boil on medium
heat. Reduce heat to low cover
and simmer 10 minutes, stirring
o c c a s i o n a l l y.
O r, i f s o u p d o e s n ’t s t r i k e y o u r
f a n c y, h o w a b o u t s o m e e n c h i ladas?
Tu r k e y E n c h i l a d a s
2 C shredded cheese (Cheddar
and Monterey Jack is recommended)
1 onion, chopped
1 (2 ounce) can diced black
olives
24 (6 Inch) corn tortillas

1 (19 ounce) can red enchilada
sauce
4 cups shredded cooked turkey
Preheat oven to 350. Lightly
grease a 9x13 baking dish.
In a small bowl, combine the
cheese, onion and black olives.
Pour enchilada sauce into a shallow plate (pie plate works well).
In a small skillet, heat enough
oil to lightly coat one tortilla, and
cook until soft. Remove and dip in
enchilada sauce to coat. Lay on
plate.
Put some of the cheese mixture in center of tortilla and then
s o m e o f t h e t u r k e y. R o l l a n d p l a c e
in the prepared pan. Repeat until
bottom layer of pan is covered
with enchiladas. Spread enough
s a u c e o v e r b o t t o m l a y e r t o c o v e r.
R e p e a t p r o c e s s w i t h s e c o n d l a y e r.
Spread remaining sauce on top of
enchiladas and sprinkle with remaining cheese mixture.
Bake in preheated oven 20
minutes or until bubbly and
cheese is melted.
In closing, I want to wish you
all a Happy Thanksgiving and I
hope you are able to be with as
many of your family as possible.
For those family members that we
aren’t able to be with, call them
to tell them how much you love
them and how thankful you are
t h a t t h e y a r e i n y o u r l i f e . We
never know what tomorrow may
bring.
H a p p y b i r t h d a y, D i a n a J .
Tu c k e r !

SHERIFF cont. from P. 3
tionships with each one of you.
Recently, there has been an increase
of gang violence including shootings and
homicides that has impacted residents of
Madera County and the Madera Sheriff’s
Department. My message is quite simply,
“Gang violence will not be tolerated.”
Many of the gang-related issues are involving gangs whom I am familiar with
but, more importantly, are gang members
who I spend every day in my current assignment making cases against. The 28
years of experience I bring to the table
will allow the Madera Sheriff’s Department to be well prepared for future gangrelated crime and have a leader in place
that not only will talk about gang violence
but a leader who will enact plans to deal
with gang violence and prevent gang violence.
We live in a County with fantastic
talent and terrific opportunities to improve our quality of life. This can be accomplished by increasing volunteerism
and making sure information related to
current crime trends are communicated to
you. I will accomplish this by making
sure current crime trends are available to
you through internet access and open up
Preventative Crime Prevention techniques through computers and mobile devices.
I announced my intent to run for this
Office in December of 2012. I specifi-

cally chose to announce early for one reason: I felt it was critical to get to know as
many of you as possible and spend my
time learning what is important to you
and the communities you live in. Since
this announcement, I have spent time in
Oakhurst, North Fork, South Fork, Chowchilla, Madera, Madera Ranchos,
Coarsegold, Rolling Hills and Raymond.
One question that continues to come up
is my stance on the 2nd Amendment right
and your right to carry concealed
weapons. Being in law enforcement my
entire adult life and carrying a firearm on
a daily basis, I pledge to fight for your
rights under the 2nd Amendment and
your right to carry a concealed weapon.
Just recently I wrote a letter to the governor expressing my concerns about current
gun control legislation and expressed my
displeasure with bills in the Assembly.
Law abiding citizens in Madera County
will not have to worry about restrictive
gun control efforts from my office if
elected.
Your support is my first priority. I
will be honored to serve you and become
the Sheriff of the People of Madera
County. Together, we will continue to
make Madera County a safe community
and a place we are all proud to reside.
If you have any questions, thoughts,
or would like to join the “Noll for Sheriff” team, please email me directly at nollforsheriff@gmail.com or visit my web
site nollforsheriff.com.

Heartstrings

Season’s Greeting
s!

One-of-a-kind
personalized gifts,
home decor and
accessories.
Perfect gifts
for the holidays.

36733 Avenue 12
Madera Ranchos
11/13

(where Madlin’s used to be, next to Purse Passions)
Open Tuesday-Friday 11-6 and Saturday 10-4
www.facebook.com/burlapheartstrings

Say you saw it in
www.The Ranchos.com
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B-BALL cont. from P. 2
get someone on board.” Additional funding will come from concessions, ticket
sales and merchandise. Tickets are currently sold at $10 apiece for general seating with lower rates for kids and seniors.
Davis said the goal of California
HeatWave is to really ground itself in the
community. “We’re just like any major
city on a smaller level. The HeatWave is
the Ranchos’ team to support. We can be
proud of the fact that we have a professional minor league sports team,” he said.
The team hopes to ignite local interest and
believes that there is enough demand in
the area to support professional sports.
This support will be crucial for insuring
the team’s long-term success.
The ABA differs from the NBA in
some of its rules. Most noticeably the “3D” rule, which Davis described as the
ABA’s “signature rule.” This rule states

that when a player steals the ball in the
backcourt and successfully makes a shot,
an additional point is added to the score
for a total of four points as opposed to the
NBA’s three points. Along with other
variations in rules, the ABA is known for
its exciting and fast-paced game play.
Also, their use of the red, white and blue
striped ball is an iconic marker of the
league.
California HeatWave’s inaugural
game is scheduled for Nov. 30 with pregame festivities scheduled to begin at 3
p.m. and the game scheduled to start at 6
p.m. The game will be held at the gym at
Liberty High School. Tickets are available
at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C. You can call
645-4001 for availability. Tickets will also
be available at the door.
“It’s a party,” Davis said, “and everyone in the neighborhood is invited to
come and attend the party!”

• GROOMING • GROOMING •

Call TODAY NTS
TME
for HOLIDAY APPOINFAST!
They’re filling up

37221 Ave. 12 #1C

in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos

11/13

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

559-645-5320
www.ranchosdental.net

11/13

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

To Advertise
in the

Ranchos
Independent
call645-0634

645-PETS

call
to make your grooming
appointments now

11/13

ditor’s office is working on the 2011 audit
when it should be working on the 2012 report. According to Miller, these late reports
have cost Madera County millions of dollars
in state funds and have forced the county to
Todd Miller, a local CPA, has an- lay off 40 percent of its work force.
nounced that he will be a candidate for the
“That means cops and fire fighters are
office of Madera County Auditor Controller. out there collecting unemployment when
Miller has outlined several failures by the de- they would rather be patrolling our streets
partment that have cost
and keeping our famiMadera County Millies safe. With our filions.
nancial house in such
“County officials
disarray, it’s time for
estimate that $3 milus to say enough is
lion in road improveenough,” said Miller.
ment funds are being
Todd Miller is
delayed from last year
Certified Public Acwith another $3 million
countant with over 30
to be delayed this year.
years of experience in
Published reports indimanaging
budgets
cate that Madera
and helping clients
County has also lost
plan their financial
$5.4 million in lost
future. Miller is a
grants. That’s $11.4
partner at the acmillion dollars lost to
counting firm of
sheer incompetence
Oakhurst resident Todd Miller, a local Miller & White, he
and that’s just the be- CPA, has thrown his hat in the ring for the and his family make
ginning,” said Miller. position of Madera County Auditor/Con- their
home
in
Currently, the au- troller in next year’s election.
Oakhurst.

Local accountant launches
effort to be Madera County’s
Fiscal Watchdog.

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING

• GROOMING • GROOMING •

Miller Runs for Auditor Controller

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING
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Is it Enough?

David Linn has built a successful law practice in
Madera County with 37 years of litigation and appellate
experience. David Linn is a licensed attorney and has
been practicing law in California for 37 years. A veteran
of the United States Navy, Linn received a Bachelor of
Science Degree from Purdue University, a Master’s in
Business Administration from Cal State Dominguez
Hills and a Juris Doctorate from Pepperdine University.
Linn has served as President of the Oakhurst Community
Fund and as a member of the Oakhurst Park Association;
he is member of the Oakhurst Sierra Rotary, Eastern
Madera County Bar Association, and the Oakhurst
Chamber of Commerce. Linn and his wife Betty make
their home in Oakhurst. As a former Commander in the
United States Navy, David knows how to lead and earn
the respect of his colleagues and build a culture of
professionalism, team-work, and communication with
the public.
Linn is ready to serve as Madera County’s next District
Attorney. As our DA, David Linn will:
 Improve morale in the District Attorney’s office with
leadership in the courtroom and respect in the workplace
 Work closely with our partners in law enforcement
 Strive to end the drug culture that destroys families and
ruins lives
 Prosecute drunk drivers to the fullest extent of the law
 Protect our neighborhoods and our senior citizens by
seeking harsh sentences for criminals

If someone’s trying to sell you a vacuum, or knife set, or any other great product
that you really don’t need right now, I’m the
one to have by your side. I’ve never had a
problem saying “no” to sales people.
But a few weeks ago I found myself
wandering the isles of Kohl’s looking for
something to purchase with my $10 reward
certificate. I mean after all, that’s free money,
right? In my wandering I realized I had succumbed to consumerism. I didn’t have a list
of things I needed, but there I was, shopping.
Realistically, even if I had a list, would they
be things I really need?
As I work with people and their stuff, I
find a repetitive theme: more stuff doesn’t
equal more happiness. In fact, it can be just
the opposite. After working with one client,
helping her let go of a lot of stuff she said,
“You gave me my life back.”
This time of year more than any other
we’re bombarded by reminders of all the
stuff we don’t have yet. May I take a stand
for an age-old concept?
Contentment.
Plato said, “The greatest wealth is to live
content with little.”
In comparison to the world at large, very
few of us live with “little.” I read of a woman
who traveled toAfrica on a missions trip. She
shared with some people there how she had
raised money for her trip by having a yard
sale. The concept of owning stuff that you
didn’t actually need was a foreign idea to
them.
A Word About “Stuff”
In his essay titled Stuff, Paul Graham
said, “Stuff used to be rare and valuable. You
can still see evidence of that if you look for
it. For example, in my house in Cambridge,
which was built in 1876, the bedrooms don't
have closets. In those days peoples’stuff fit in
a chest of drawers. Even as recently as a few
decades ago there was a lot less stuff. When
I look back at photos from the 1970s, I'm surprised how empty houses look.As a kid I had
what I thought was a huge fleet of toy cars,
but they'd be dwarfed by the number of toys

my nephews have.”
Now we fill up our closets, spare rooms,
playrooms, garages, sheds and then take the
rest of the stuff we aren’t using to a storage
unit which, I might add, is an industry that
rakes in $22 billion annually.
So when is enough enough? Does contentment have a place in our culture, in our
lives?
Melody Beattie has a brilliant thought
on this subject: “Gratitude turns what we
have into enough.”
Turn What You Have Into Enough
Today, before we move out of the season of Thanksgiving, I want to encourage
you to give gratitude an opportunity to turn
what you have into enough. Sit down and
make a list of all the things, people, experiences, etc. for which you’re grateful. Share
your list with those you love and encourage
them to do the same. In the process, if you
should determine that you have more than
enough, consider sharing out of your abundance. There are many charitable thrift stores
that will make your donation a blessing to
someone in need.
“Gratitude turns what we have into
enough.”
Melody Beattie

You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questionsansweredatOrganizedbyChoice(because things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA93729, or you can email
her at info@organizedby choice.com, visit her
websitewww.organizedbychoice.comor she can
be reached by phone at 559-871-3314.
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Ranchos Eagle Scout Candidate Harrison Caetano is proposing
a Welcome Sign for the Madera Ranchos and needs YOUR help.
Caetano, Madera Ranchos resident, member of Boy Scout Troop 118 and an
Who: Harrison
Eagle Scout candidate.
Two community Welcome Signs greeting travelers to the Madera Ranchos,
What: complete with area service club signs.
two signs are planned to be placed on the north side of Avenue 12 at Road 38 for
Where: The
westbound cars and on the south side of Avenue 12 at Road 34 ½ for eastbound cars.
two signs are scheduled for completion by April of next year. Your input on the
When: The
signs are required by December 31 of this year.
an Eagle Scout service project with the help of the Ranchos Kiwanis, the project
How: As
will be completed through community volunteer help and donations.
signs will serve as lasting emblems of the pride that all Madera Ranchos
Why: The
community members have in our home, the Ranchos.

Ranchos Boy Scout, and Eagle Scout candidate, Harrison Caetano, center, meets with two members of Madera
County’s Roads Department, one of the many steps necessary
to place permanent Welcome Signs in the Ranchos.

What can YOU do? Please take a look at the three designs above that are being considered. What elements do you like? What elements do you dislike? Send
your thoughts and suggestions to Harrison. All input received will be considered and will be instrumental in the selecting of a final design for the Ranchos
Welcome Sign. If you do not have access to a computer, there will be boxes placed in area businesses for your suggestions.

Send all comments to

WelcometotheRanchos@gmail.com no later than December 31, 2013
Click on “Local News” at
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LETTER cont. from P. 4
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The 12 Days of Christmas
at Haney Chiropractic

Every day Haney Chiropractic is
open between Dec. 2 and Dec. 23,
enter to win a fabulous Christmas present.
It’s our gift to you. Merry Christmas!

Call for Details

11/13

36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262
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should, at the very least, be brought back to
the voters in its current bloated and divisive
form for reconsideration. How many voters
would have approved the initial HSR bond
issue if they knew that it would trigger the
Governor’s 10 cent-per-gallon gasoline tax
and the stripping of surface water storage
language out of the water bond to help pay
for it? It is the mid and lower income families which are now being penalized by
higher fuel costs and lack of employment to
finance an aging politician’s attempt at a
legacy to equal that of his late father, a former Governor.
We must also be reminded of the lessons of the recent threatened BART strike.
The voters will have no say as to whether or
when the train will run or not run. Depend
on that.
Recently, Sacramento effectively influenced the 3 to 2 decision by our own
Madera County Board of Supervisors to abrogate their solemn promise to participate in
the Farm Bureau’s lawsuit against the HSR.
That kind of flip-flop almost assures that
those responsible will not be doing as much
future business based upon their word or
their handshake.
The federal stimulus grants are scheduled to run dry in 2017. Which of our local
social, educational and safety programs will

we have cut in order to pay for the continued
expense of a train which will likely not stop
in Madera nor make it over the Grapevine?
Jim Patterson, member, California
Legislature Assembly District 23 states,
“Proposition 1A promised existing rail
routes would be used, prime AG land would
be spared, average speeds would be 250+
mph and at least a third of the capital and
operating expenses would come from private investment. None of those promises to
the people have been kept by the High
Speed Rail Authority. That is why thoughtful people ought to oppose this mess, rethink and re-vote on this entire proposition.
Even Judge Quentin Kopp, one of the
founding members of the High Speed Rail
Authority, agrees. There is still time for
cooler heads to prevail. We all want more
jobs and a better economy, but this is not
the way to do it.”
We are told that we must swallow it or
be forced to choke on it. I, and more than a
few other clear-thinking folks, prefer to
chew on it for a while, at least until we can
wash it down with some new water.
Ray Krause
O’Neals
Ray Krause is a candidate for Madera
County Supervisor, District One.
Editor
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The NEW
Community Guide
for the Ranchos
is coming!

one
Everycome!
l
is We

Annual
Christmas Party
& Chamber Mixer

Wednesday, Dec. 11 • 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Come enjoy the final Chamber party of
the year at the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce office. Call 645-4001 for more
information and come join the fun.
37167Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos 645-4001

11/13

After a 5-year wait, the
Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce is producing
a
NEW
Community
Guidebook. If you would
like to be included in this
invaluable resource that
will be mailed to every
Ranchos address, or if
you would like more
information, contact
Stephanie Reeves at
559-287-0781 or call
the Chamber at 645-4001.
New Chamber Board

Pres.: Verlin Dill - VDI Services
V.P.: Don Foster - Creative Catering
Sec.: Audrey Stock
Treas.: Virginia Vick
Past Pres.: Ollia Ridge
Board Members: 3-Year: Randy Bailey - Ranchos Independent; Lisa Haney Haney Chiropractic; 2-Year: Cindy Ceja - Vulcan Materials; Paula Stuart - Now
& Again Thrift & Gift Shop; 1-Year: Leann Fursman - Skin Elegance; Javier
Felix - Madera Ranchos Barbershop

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you
at our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month
at 6:30 p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on “Local News” at
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Food Services Meal Price Update
With limited funds available for educational programs and career technical education, providing a contribution from the
general operating fund to the cafeteria fund
to supplement insufficient food revenues
further affects the district’s ability to provide additional program offerings. For more
than five years; however, the cafeteria fund
has not collected enough revenues to support the district’s food services operations
requiring a contribution from the general
fund. During the 2011/2012 school year the
contribution peaked at $70,146 (see chart
below):
Annual Contribution from
General Operating Funds

The Golden Valley Unified District
staff has closely reviewed all operational
costs, including food and staffing and have
ensured that the food services department
is running efficiently. Much of the increase
in expenses is attributed to new, stricter

Elem.
Brfst. Lun.
Yosemite Unified
$1.50 $3.00
Chawanakee Unified $1.50 $2.75
Clovis Unified
$1.00 $2.25
Raymond-Knowles
$1.50 $3.00
Bass Lake Joint Union
$3.00
Sierra Unified
$1.50 $2.50
Golden Valley Unified $1.75 $3.00

H.S.
Brfst. Lun.
$2.00 $3.00
$2.00 $3.00
$1.25 $3.00
$1.50 $3.00
$3.00
$1.50 $3.00
$1.75 $3.00

The new prices will be implemented in
January, upon the return of students from
winter break. If you have any questions or
concerns regarding this price change, please
contact LeAnn Nowlin, Manager of Business Services, at 559-645-7500 ext. 13.

LHS FFA Madera Fair Highlights
Rabbits
Jessica Ortiz placed fourth high
meat pen out of 12 and Michelle Heim
placed fourth high single fryer out of
18. In Advanced showmanship, Joely
Bawcum placed third, Taylor Jones
placed fourth, and Michelle Heim
placed fifth
Goats
Jenna Pfingston placed first in
her class and Kyler Davis placed second in his class as well as Reserve
Champion Heavy Weight. In showmanship, Davis placed third in
Novice, Pfingston placed sixth while
Nathalie Corpus placed seventh in In-

Our school district excels above
many others because our parents, teachers, staff and community do a remarkable job of supporting our students and
setting high expectations.
We are blessed to be a part of a professional learning community that values
quality education, high expectations and
a “yes, we can” attitude!

state and federal nutritional requirements
and rising fuel and food costs. The district
has not raised prices in more than 10 years
and meal prices have fallen behind the expense increases.
To support the needs of the food services department, keep up with expenses and
provide more financial resources for educational needs, the governing board of
GVUSD has voted to raise meal prices by
50 cents for breakfast and 75 cents for
lunch. The new prices are comparable to
neighboring districts at $1.75 for breakfast
and $3 for lunch. The meal prices of neighboring districts are shown in the chart
below:
District Name

Year
Contribution
2010/2011
$16,051
2011/2012
$70,146
2012/2013
$24,674
2013/2014*
$48,815
*projected

It’s The Golden Valley Way for Us

termediate and Alley Harvey placed
fourth in Advanced.
Landscape Contest
Katie Bennett entered a “Cottage
Garden” landscape. She placed first in
her category and received Best in Show
for all landscapes. Anthony Escalante
entered a “Vintage Garden” landscape
and took second in his category.
Livestock Judging
Tasos, Calie Casey and Hartley
were the three high scores making up
Liberty’s team. They placed third in
Reasons, first in Sheep, second in
Hogs, first in Beef and were the second

Dear Golden Valley Unified School
District students, parents and community,
On August 22, more than 1950 students, age Transitional Kindergarten
through 12th grade, walked through the
front doors of their schools and began
the school year.
In doing so, they are taking advantage of a multitude of wonderful educational opportunities provided by the
taxpayers in our district.
The start of each school year is exciting because of the energy our students, staff, parents and community
members bring to it — and all the possibilities that working together provides.

Our work in Golden Valley Unified
School District is centered on providing
a curriculum-rich education that is
driven by real-world and real-life experiences. We will continue to stress to our
teachers and administrators the importance of our core values of providing a
rigorous curriculum, making learning
relevant to our students and developing
positive relationships with our children.
This is the Golden Valley Way!
GVUSD’s commitment to the community we serve is to love and care
about our students and to do everything
we can to ensure each student’s academic and extracurricular success.
We want our students to know how
much it matters to us that they possess character, integrity and purpose for their lives.
We know that our students will
someday graduate and leave our district.
In doing so, we want to have confidence
that we have prepared them well to be
trustworthy, hard-working, wise and capable of honorable service to their family, community and nation.
All the best as we navigate the
2013-2014 school year the Golden Valley Way!

team overall. Tasos also placed third
individually in Sheep and fifth overall.

fourth and Shayne Hartley placed ninth
in Advanced Showmanship.

Turkeys
Danny Cervantes placed third in
the market turkey class.

Pigs
Jesi Bailey placed first in her
Feeder Class. Blake Tasos won his
class, Breed Champion, FFA Champion
and Grand Champion Overall. In Intermediate Showmanship, Trevor Lamley
placed fourth and in Advanced Tasos
also placed first and went on to place
fourth in Master Showmanship.

Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Andy Alvarado.

By Andy Alvarado

Sheep
John Rodriguez placed second in
his class and Shayne Hartley placed
third in her market class. In Novice
Showmanship, Alissa Tenorio placed

Click on “Local News” at

Committee Members
Needed
for the

Golden Valley
Unified School District
Citizens' Bond
Oversight Committee

The Golden Valley Unified School District is now accepting
applications for a representative from the following areas:
Taxpayers’ Assn., Parent Representative, Senior Citizen and a
Community Member at Large to serve on the Citizens' Bond
Oversight Committee to oversee Measure S Bond monies.

If interested, please obtain an application
from the Superintendent’s Office
37479 Avenue 12, Madera 93636
(559) 645-7500.

11/13
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GVUSD Introduces New Teachers
In September, the Golden Valley Views
profiled the educators that moved their way
up through Golden Valley Unified School
District and received promotions entering
the new school year.
Below is an in-depth look at some of
the new additions to the GVUSD family.
In addition to those featured here,
GVUSD also welcomed Michael Diaz as
the new principal at Webster elementary
School; Mandy Kirby as a special education teacher at Ranchos Middle School;
Erin Dahlem, a new elementary teacher;
Kiranjit Gill, a school psychology intern;
Jacob Martinez as the district’s network and
data systems analyst; and Cindy Lopez as a
yard duty supervisor.
Laurie Canar is the new Kindergarten
Golden Valley Unified School District
Open Positions:
Classified Positions
Yard Duty Supervisor - Sierra View Elementary
1.5 Hours per Day and (1) 2 Hours per Day
Classified Substitute Positions
Custodian • EDEP Paraprofessional • Paraprofessional • Cafeteria
If interested: Please obtain application packets

teacher at Webster Elementary School. She
has been in education for 9 years. Before
GVUSD, Laurie worked for Madera Unified School District teaching both kindergarten and first grade.
“Golden Valley has been a huge, welcoming family,” Laurie said. “From day
one, I have felt the dedication that resides
in the staff, teachers, administration and
parents. With Golden Valley, I feel the
strong values of a small country town. I feel
truly honored and blessed to be a part of
such an amazing school and district.”
After growing up in Rolling Hills, Laurie said she has always wanted to be a part
of the community that she grew up in and

Please see NEW on P. 20
at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us or contact Sabrina
Malm at 559-645-0169 or email at
smalm@gvusd.k12.ca.us
To apply you must submit the following
items. All Classified Positions require the following Documents:
1. Letter of Intent (Reason for Seeking Employment)
2. Completed District Application Resume
3. Three Letters of Reference (Professional Only)
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FREE!

The Bookshelf

Happenings and Happy Holidays
Success!
The Barnes and Noble book fair
was a great success and we want to
thank everyone for making it so. More
great news: we officially have Wi-Fi.
It is currently up and running, works
great and we are excited to have it
available for you so don’t forget that
it’s here for all of you. Also, at this
point in time we are having problems
with our outside book drop. I am working on getting it fixed but for now here
are some tips on how to operate it:
1. Pull down with regular strength
and hope it opens.
2. ... or pull down with medium
strength and pray that it opens.
3. ... or pull really, really, really
hard and wish it to open.
4. If none of these options work,
please call and renew. Just leave a
message with your name and phone
number as well as your library card
number.
5. PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE
YOUR ITEMS ON TOP OF THE
BOOK DROP.
6. If you do get it open please do
not slam it shut.
Please always remember that you
can call and renew your books, working bookdrop or not. If we are not here
just leave a message with all your information and we’ll take care of it.
Party Time
The Friends of the Ranchos Library would like to invite you to its
annual holiday party. It is a chance for
us all to take time and enjoy the
Friends, staff and holiday season. It's a
potluck so please bring something to
share with everyone. We would love to
see you there. It'll be Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.
at the library.
Please note that we will be closed

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12
645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

in observance of the Thanksgiving
Holiday on Nov. 28-29 and Christmas
Holiday Dec. 24-25. From all of us at
the Ranchos Library have a safe and
happy holiday.
Check out our New Arrivals
Audio Book on CD Adult Fiction: Songs of Willow Frost by Jamie
Ford – From Jamie Ford, author of the
beloved Hotel on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet, comes a much-anticipated
second novel. Set against the backdrop
of Depression-era Seattle, Songs of
Willow Frost is a powerful tale of two
souls — a boy with dreams for his future and a woman escaping her
haunted past — both seeking love,
hope and forgiveness.
Twelve-year-old William Eng, a
Chinese-American boy, has lived at
Seattle’s Sacred
Heart Orphanage
ever since his
mother’s listless
body was carried away from
their
small
apartment five
years ago. On
his birthday
— or rather,
the day the
nuns designate as his
birthday — William and the other orphans are taken to the historical Moore
Theatre where William glimpses an
actress on the silver screen who goes
by the name of Willow Frost. Struck
by her features, William is convinced
that the movie star is his mother, Liu
Song.
Determined to find Willow and
prove that his mother is still alive,
William escapes from Sacred Heart
with his friend Charlotte. The pair navigate the streets of Seattle, where they
must not only survive but confront the
mysteries of William’s past and his
connection to the exotic film star. The
story of Willow Frost, however, is far
more complicated than the Hollywood
fantasy William sees onscreen.
Shifting between the Great Depression and the 1920s, Songs of Willow Frost takes readers on an
emotional journey of discovery. Jamie
Ford’s sweeping novel will resonate
with anyone who has ever longed for
the comforts of family and a place to
call home.

15 POINT SAFETY INSPECTION
(a $45 VALUE)
Get your car checked
for holiday safety.

Lawrence Tire and Service • 224-7414
4764 N. Blackstone, Fresno

(with this coupon only • EXP. 12-31-13)

11/13

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

11/13

By Kalani Torres

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

COLD & FLU SEASON
IS NOW UPON US!
Everyone should be
taking one to two
On Guard Beadlets
per day to boost
your immune system
during this time of the year.

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!

Tina Shannon

call645-4948 or 430-7131

Independent Product Consultant

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon

$5 OFF ANY OIL
with THIS COUPON

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
11/13

EXP. 11-31-13

Click on “Local News” at
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Senior Report

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Holidays Arrive at Senior Center
By Verlaine Elinburg

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

THINK SAFETY
BURN SAFELY

11/13

Is YOUR Chimney Safe?

$10 OFF

Paul the
Chimney Sweep
Guy

all services!

Chimneys • Inserts • Wood Burning Stoves
Pellet Stoves • Minor Masonry Repairs
Dryer Vents
call today!

26 years experience

559-908-9332
11/13

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

559-268-6650
call Tom and Maria at

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

11/13

Look Good and Feel Great
Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO

11/13

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Foster Parents Needed

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

www.The Ranchos.com

11/13

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training, and reimbursement to our foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

The holiday season is already upon us;
you can feel the cool morning air. Especially
for seniors, our bones speak to us but we put
it out of our minds for now as we think of past
fond memories of our childhood. We think of
our present days; the joy and sadness we experience with our personal and work families
and connecting with family members and
friends that don’t necessarily stay in touch or
don’t live within our day-to-day circle. We try
to bring back holiday traditions that we valued
or relive them in our memories.
The Ranchos/Hills Seniors are planning
our holiday events and enjoying the utopian
feeling that the holidays tend to bring and
many remember the legend of the Poinsettia
which dates back to Christmas Eve. There
was a little Mexican girl who was very poor
who wanted to give a fine present to the Christ
child at the church service that evening and
was informed by her cousin that a humble
gift, given with love, would be welcome. She
gathered a bouquet of common weeds from
the roadside and entered the church. As she
approached the altar, her spirits lifted. She forgot the humbleness of her gift as she placed it
tenderly at the feet of the Christ child. There
was a miracle, and the ordinary weeds burst
into brilliant red blooms. In Spanish it was
called Flores de Noche Buena – “Flowers of
the Holy Night.” This brings memories of the
song Silent Night, Holy Night and midnight
Mass celebrating the birth of Christ.
Holiday Planning
The Ranchos/Hills Seniors have their
own traditions for the holidays that bring the
members together. We begin in October by
bringing our craft artists, our tailors and knitters, and the bakers together and begin planning for our Holiday Boutique and Bake sale,
this is held on Dec. 7, 14 and 21 from 8 a.m.
to noon. Come share with us the holiday
spirit; besides, seniors always have the best
homemade cakes, cookies, pies, jams and jellies. With all the vast and various experiences
that time can accumulate, the Seniors present
to you handcrafted items, aprons, quilts,
afghans, hats, scarves and more, all made with
love and make for excellent gifts. We also
have a few crystal items and holiday decorations. Enjoy the wonderful time of the year
with your local seniors.

Upcoming dates and events
at the Ranchos/Hills Seniors
Christmas and Board Members Installation Dinner will be on Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. Dinner
is catered, so come in and sign up.
Our 25th Anniversary
The 25th Anniversary of the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center will be on Sunday,
Jan. 26 from 1 to 4 p.m. Helen Lowell, our
historian, has a story to tell and she will walk
you through the history of the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center, beginning with its conception
over a cup of coffee to the completed process.
Helen will share all of the emotions that went
into its growth and the final product. The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center is a one-of-its-kind
senior center. It is owned and self-sustained
by its members. Like other seniors across the
U.S.A., we believe in maintaining a budget;
we work hard during the year with fundraisers to pay for maintenance of the building,
monthly bills and taxes that each of us have in
our own homes and businesses. Come and
meet old friends and meet the seniors and the
community contributors both past and present that made this happen in your community.
The seniors will be on the road again so
pack your bags. The Snow Trip to Reno is on
again and the bus leaves on Feb. 25 and returns on the 27th, spending two nights at Circus Circus. The cost is $350 and includes
round-trip bus and train transportation, baggage transfer, cancellation insurance and
driver tip. Contact the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center at 559-645-4864, or you can email
rhseniors@att.net or come and pay us a visit
at 37330 Berkshire Drive. You can reserve
your space for only $50 with final payment
due Dec. 30. Give or receive this trip as a gift
for this holiday but hurry, there’s limited space
this year.
Ongoing Center Events
The Department of Health comes periodically to the Center for free checkups. The health
screenings are for 50 and above. For referrals to
medical providers and community services, the
contact number is 675-7893 to make an appointment.
A nutritionally balanced lunch program is
available Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m.
Asuggested price for 60 years and older is $1.75.
Reservations are needed 24 hours in advance
prior to 11 a.m. so remember to call Joann at 6454864 and also notify the center if you need to
cancel or change your reservation.
We have a growing exercise program being
held on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at
10 a.m.You may attend all three days or just one
or two of them.
On Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. are a variety of
card games to be enjoyed and at the same time
on Wednesdays we have card bingo.

cont. from P. 17
has been very interested in GVUSD.
Laurie has a teaching credential from
Fresno State with an emphasis in Early
Childhood Education. She is married and
has two children.
is the new Ag teacher
at Liberty and has been in education for 15
years. He said that GVUSD is a great district to work for and the potential of the Ag
department and the quality of administration, the teachers and the great students
were what drew him to Golden Valley.
The Modesto native has a Bachelor of
Science from both Cal Poly, SLO, and
Fresno State, as well as his teaching credential from CSU, Fresno. Mark is married
with two boys.
is the new Kindergarten
teacher at Sierra View and she has been in
education for the past 11 years. Her decision to teach here was based on personal
experience. “I wanted to work for a great
district and knew GVUSD was the one because my kids go to school here,” she said.
“I bring a love of learning that I pass on to
my students,” she said.
The Fresno native received her Bachelor’s degree from Fresno State as well as
her teaching credential. She is married and
has three children.
is the new Coordinator of Nursing Services for all of the
Golden Valley Unified School District.
This is her first job as an RN and previously she worked as a Certified Nursing
Assistant in a Dementia-Care facility during nursing school.

“All of the employees are very
friendly, the schools are wonderful, and the
school district has a lot to offer to its community,” Dominique said. “I have heard
nothing but wonderful things about this
school district. After meeting some of the
staff and community members in my interview, I knew I could fit right in … who
wouldn’t want to work at such an amazing
place like this?
“I absolutely adore the kids, and love
being able to comfort and care for them. I
cannot wait to build relationships with the
students and their families and watch them
grow throughout the years,” she said.
She grew up in Lake Arrowhead, Calif.
and earned her Bachelor’s Degree at Portland State University. She is married with
no kids … yet.
is the new 10th grade
World History and 9th grade freshman requirements teacher at Liberty High School.
This is his first year teaching and did student teaching at Fresno High and Kings
Canyon Middle School before this.
“Before I even asked for help, it was
more often than not already offered. On the
first day of school it was evident that the
staff’s dedication had been imparted onto
the students,” he said.
Scott anticipates his passion and excitement in the subject of history will be his
strongest attributes. “Since I am a new
teacher, I am ready to put in the hard work
necessary to make sure the students at Liberty High do not skip a beat.”
An ex-Marine, the Clovis native
earned his Bachelors in History and teaching credential both from Fresno State.

Great Start for 2014
Sierra Shadows 4-H is off to a great
start this upcoming year. We have two
new community club leaders, Dana Poore
and Edna Rivera, who are volunteering to
lead the club in another great year. Our
new officers are: Micaela Rivera-President, Anahi Rivera-Vice President,
Nicholas Provenzano-Secretary, Cody
Jackson-Treasurer, Regan Fringer-Reporter, Lane Sheehan-Sergeant at Arms,
Rebecca Shipman-Historian, Brianna
Roth and Chris Bowe-Song and Games,
and Payton Poore and Xavier Hughes as
Hostess and Host.
We offer a wide variety of projects
that include sheep, meat goat, swine,
poultry, rabbit, horse, arts/crafts, cooking,
sewing, floriculture, wildlife, community
pride, consumer science and public
speaking. Recently, our wildlife project
went to Kings Canyon National Park and

explored Boyden Cave, the local wildlife
and the giant Sequoia trees.
Our monthly club meetings are the
second Tuesday of every month at the
cafeteria at Sierra View Elementary
school. Enrollment is open for anyone
ages 9-19 years old. The end of November is our enrollment deadline for this
year. If you are looking for something to
do, have fun, learn, and make new
friends, come check out the great things
our club has to offer.
Any questions, please feel free to
contact Dana Poore at 559-312-5440 or
email Sierrashadows4H@gmail.com.

No Reserve Public Auction
House Opens in the Ranchos
'

!

#!'

Since Saturday, Nov. 16, the Ranchos has had its very own public auction
house and every Saturday in the future
will have over 1,000 items auctioned
without reserve — meaning everything
must go. Prices range from $1 on up and
items being auctioned consist of anything you can think of — with the exception of animals.
“We had over 100 people show up,”
said owner Amanda Florez about their
first auction on that Saturday earlier in
the month. Public Auction R Us, located
on the frontage road for Highway 41 at
Avenue 11, felt
it was a success
despite being
advertised only
on
Craigslist
and by word-ofmouth. She said
unusual items
auctioned that
first week included a rifle
from the 1600s
$
$ #
"
and an old slot
#
! #
machine.
! $ #
&#
!"
! " ## "
Florez ex- "
plained the auction starts at 10:30 a.m. and goes until
everything is sold. People can survey the
auction items from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Fridays and starting at 9 a.m. on Saturday morning. The auctioneer, Rick, who
comes from the Bay Area, has over 30
years experience auctioning items from
$1 up to $1.2 million dollars, which can
be the case with high-end cars. “Rick
didn’t take a break from 10:30 when we
started until around 5 p.m. when everything was sold,” Florez said.
When asked why she decided to
open the public auction house, Florez
said she saw a need in the Fresno-Madera
area. She also wanted to do something
big, offer a place for consignment and be
a part of the new auctioning fad. She
mentioned she is planning to have Dan
Dotson, from the A&E network reality
T.V. show Storage Wars, conduct the auction in one of the next few weeks, adding
that there would be a big announcement
when the date was confirmed.
Florez explained that Public Auction

R Us obtains many of its items from
stores like Costco, Sam’s Club, Home
Depot and Wal-Mart as well as the U.S.
Government, and said that people can
bring in any item, in any condition, that
they would like to sell. Items need to be
at the auction house by 9 a.m. on Monday for auction that Saturday.
For those wanting to sell an item,
Florez explained that when you bring it
in it will be inventoried and you’ll get a
receipt. Then, after your item sells, you
will receive a check within a few days
for 75 percent of the auction price. Additionally, Public Auction R Us will buy
any item on the spot, if you prefer. And,
for estate sales, they will come and pick
everything up and bring it to the auction
house for you.
Florez said she was surprised to see
how
excited
everybody was
at the first auction. “People
were
getting
lots of bargains
and having a lot
of fun,” she
said.
For those
wanting
to
make
a
pur& !
! ( " &"
chase, or at
# ""
" %
least
make
!%
"
# "&
# ' !
#!'
some bids, you
will receive a
bid number when you arrive which includes a sheet to write down the inventory numbers of the items you’re
interested in, what they sell for, and
which ones you’ve bought. And if you
want to stay all day, there is a food truck
with tri-tip sandwiches available.
Florez said she could guarantee
there will be at least 1,000 items auctioned every Saturday because she keeps
extra inventory. And she mentioned that
in upcoming weeks she will have lots of
toys and over 200 artificial Christmas
trees with LED lights for auction.
Florez is a former San Francisco
49er cheerleader as well as former ballet, jazz and hip-hop dance teacher. Originally from Fowler, she is currently
attending Fresno State University working on a business degree.
Public Auction R Us is located at
11040 Highway 41 on the frontage road
just west of Highway 41. Their phone
number is 439-9777 and their website is
www.publicauctionrus.com.

)

&"* #

Page 21

Sheriff Shares Staying Safe Strategies

Kiwanis Korner

A Powerful, Prayerful Call to Action
ByPerryWatkins
Millions of American pray each day.
Many more pray less often. Most people
pray to some higher power. We usually
pray for ourselves and our families. I am
certainly all for prayer, the more the better,
but prayer alone is insufficient. There are
folks who pray many hours a day. Even as
they walk, work and play they are silently
praying or murmuring prayers. You say
grace before meals. All right. But I say
grace before the concert and the opera,
and grace before the play and pantomime,
and grace before I open a book, and grace
before sketching, painting, swimming,
fencing, boxing, walking, playing, dancing
and grace before I dip the pen in the ink. –
G.K. Chesterton
I would say even that isn’t enough.
You probably have heard the story of
the man caught in a rising flood. He
prayed for help. People drove by, later
came in a boat and finally a helicopter trying to rescue him. Each time he would say
“I’m OK, God will protect me.” Finally he
was swept away and died. On the other
side he met God and asked, “I prayed so
hard, why did you not protect me?”
“Well,” said God, “I sent you a car
and a boat and a helicopter … what more
did you want?”
Consider, how are prayers answered?
I would submit many, or maybe even most
are met through the actions of others.
Prayer is great, but prayer and action are
the magic keys. Even prayers for health
are often met through the able hand of
nurses or physicians. Prayers to provide
are met in a variety of different ways. Recently, I have witnessed some of God’s
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work in action. I watched Kiwanis Key
Club students and a group of volunteers
with Catholic Charities feeding people in
need. Many brought their children. Hundreds of meals were served. Some of the
kids had started helping as a communion
project but the personal reward was so
great that months later they still get up
early to arrive at 6 a.m. These are high
school students and college freshmen!
They smile, laugh a lot, tell stories and
help people. That is very common; people
have a great deal of fun doing this kind of
work. We may dread our decision to volunteer the hour before but are really glad
we did when in the middle of it. Some
folks do this work only on Wednesdays, or
maybe only on Tuesdays and Saturdays,
but somehow the patchwork of volunteers
manages to feed folks every day. Another
patchwork of volunteers manages to find
all the food each day, some of it from
farmers’ unsold fruit.
Who are the hands of God? How are
people’s prayers answered every day? You
are the hands of God. Millions of prayers
whispered most fervently, with tears and
choked throats are awaiting an answer and
sometimes that answer could be you.
Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of
action. – W.J. Cameron
I am richly blessed to work with fellow Kiwanis who often answer the prayers
of others; small prayers and sometimes
large prayers. They answer my prayer to
be often with friends who have great
hearts and warm hands. You are welcome
to join us for dinner. We meet Thursday
evenings at the Pizza Factory. I’m now
praying for you and yours and for the year
ahead.

The biggest shopping day of the year is
fast approaching, so Sheriff John Anderson
is asking citizens, “Are you doing your part
to protect your family and your property?”
It’s not even Thanksgiving and already
Madera County has encountered a number
of burglaries and car break-ins. With that in
mind, Sheriff Anderson is releasing his annual list of safety tips, titled, “If I were a
thief, you would now be a victim,” and urges
all citizens to take the Safety Check Test that
he says should be followed year-round.
Protecting your vehicles and valuables:
• Don't leave your car unlocked even if you
will be gone for just a few minutes.
• Don't leave purchased items in plain
view. Instead, store them in the trunk of
your vehicle.
• Don't leave your vehicle unlocked when
gassing up. It takes a second for thief to
jump in while you’re focused on the pump.
• Don't leave your car unlocked while driving. Thieves can easily open a door while
you wait at a stoplight.
Protecting you and your valuables
when shopping:
• Don't place your purse in your shopping
cart when shopping for gifts or groceries.
Turn your back even for just a second, and
your bag may be gone.
• Don't leave your purse in your cart when
placing items in your car.
• Don't place your personal effects on the
hook of a restroom stall or on the floor
where thieves can reach them. Instead,
keep them close to you at all times.
• Always park in a well-lighted area.
• Always try to shop with a buddy.
• Always prepare your children about what
to do in the event you become separated.
• Always have your keys in your hand
when returning to your vehicle.
Protecting you from online scams:
• Beware of high-tech scams such as phony e-

card greetings. If you receive an e-mail card
and are advised to download the latest software to view it, don't do it. You may be giving
someone complete access to your computer.
• Phony lottery or sweepstakes notices that
state you're a winner. You get an e-mail or
phone message suggesting you visit a website or return the call to collect your prize.
Don't respond. Delete the message.
• Phony sales found online. Be it eBay,
Craigslist or any other venue, do your
homework and find out if the company
hosting these ads is legitimate.
Protecting your home:
• Create open lines of communications
with neighbors and businesses within your
immediate area.
• Take outgoing mail and packages to the
post office or courier. When away on vacation or for the holidays, request the post office hold your mail delivery and ask your
neighbors to retrieve your packages.
• Consider installing motion-detector lights
around the outside of your home, and electric
timers for your lights inside your home.
• When at home or away, always draw your
shades to keep outsiders from peering in.
• Keep windows and doors locked at all
times. If you need to leave an extra key, don't
leave it in a flower pot or under the mat –
leave it with a neighbor you know who you
trust and can reach.
• Secure all doors with quality deadbolts and
latches on all windows and sliding glass
doors.
• Vehicles stored in the garage should be
locked at all times. Don’t leave your keys in
your vehicle.
• Let neighbors know if and when you may
be gone. If a strange vehicle is seen in your
driveway, neighbors will know to call 911.
You can also ask the Madera County Sheriff’s Citizens on Patrol Unit to patrol your
street when you’re away. Call 559-675-7770.
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Alteration Services
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Call 559-645-4583.
mate. 559-676-0760.

Beauty Salon Space
Local Beauty Salon space
available. Rent or commission. Hair Stylist and Aesthetician.
Call
559-367-3680.

Birthday
H A P P Y B I R T H D AY - M a r k
this on your calendar!
Diana J. Tucker's birthday
is December 19. She will
be accepting lunch dates,
gifts
and
phone
calls.
Please call her at 3815879
and say HAPPY
B I R T H D AY D I A N A !

Child Care
Child Care - Susan Ryan
Day Care. Newborn to 5
years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep
Guy - 27 years experience.
Wo o d
stove
inserts
and
fireplaces.
Also
clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER
THINK SAFETY - BURN
S A F E LY !
Call
559-9089332.

Construction
New construction, remodels,
room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476 or 559645-4033.

Floor/Upholstery Care
Pinnacle
Carpet
Care
and Upholstery - "Dries

For Rent
FOR
RENT
Office
Rental
now
available.
S m a l l o ff i c e o n Av e . 1 2 .
Call Ethel at 645-1890.

For Sale
FOR
SALE
-1985
Prowler travel trailer 20
ft.
11
in.
$2,800.
Craftsman 3.5 HP edger,
like
new,
$150.
OBO.
Call Don at 645-5248
or 974-0795.
Vintage
Retro
1950s
O’Keefe
&
Merritt
gas
stove.
Great
restoration
project.
All
there.
Acq u i r e d f r o m o r i g i n a l o w n e r.
Call 905-8311.

Painting Services
Painting Services - Gerald
Scheffing & Son Painting. 40
years experience. Interior &
E x t e r i o r. L i c e n s e d , i n s u r e d
and bonded. Lic #313070. Call
674-2320.
Painting
Services
40
years of experience. Licensed. Frank Kramer Exteriors. Lic. #273099. Call
645-4113.

P. O . B o x e s
R a n c h o s P. O . B o x e s N O W
AVA I L A B L E - - a t R a n c h o s
Barber Shop. $10 per month.
Call 645-7646.

Recyclables Pick Up
FREE
RECYCLABLES
P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C YCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable
materials,
including
paper,
plastics,
glass, aluminum and cardboard. If you have any
questions be sure to call
Dianna
at
999-6832
or
645-1048. Funds support
R a n c h o s ’ S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y,
schools and 4H.

Found
Tr a c t o r / Tre n c h i n g S e r v i c e s
Tw o
sets
of
car
keys.
Come by the Ranchos Independent office at 37167
Av e . 1 2 # 5 C i n t h e M a y wood Center, identify them
and take them home.

Housecleaning
Housecleaning - Get ready
for ... anything! Get your
house, yard and windows in
o r d e r. G i v e u s a c a l l f o r a f r e e
estimate. Call Linda at 559645-0308 or Staci at 559-4583248.
Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, Responsible, Honest. Fair prices. Call
416-2585.

B O B C AT
WORK
DRILLING POST HOLES
Trees
Trenching
Clean
Up.
TRACTOR
WORK
Discing
Rototilling
Mowing
Scraping - Stump Grinding - Roll-off Bins. Call
John at 908-1066 or Neal
at 645-1200 or 285-8211.

TO ADVERTISE
CALL 645-0634

underground
utilities
installed. Call 559-970-4476 or
559-645-4033.

Wi n d o w C l e a n i n g S e r v i c e s
Most
windows
$5
inside/out.
Screen,
track
and sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home
windows, shower doors and
car windows. Cobweb removal available. Fully insured. Call Nick at 285-1723.
Free
estimates.
SENIOR
DISCOUNT!

CALL 645-0634
The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap.

CALL 645-0634

SUDOKU

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - H o u s e P a d s ,
lot
leveling,
driveways,
trenching, concrete work and

©2013 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Nancy Watson

Real Estate

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000
11/13

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
11/13

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?
Ask about our

FREE
home
warranty
program.

11/13

We Have
PreApproved
Buyers!

Your Ranchos Team

Call Today!
Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone
Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

www.davidparker.info
Property Management we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info
A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
11/13
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”
Interest rates are historically low, but
prices are edging up. Call me for more
information on your home’s current
value ... it could be the perfect time to sell.

11/13

11/13

Buyers are looking for
Ranchos homes. We can
help you sell FAST! CALL
OR TEXT US NOW FOR A
FREE PROPERTY ANALYSIS.

maria@ossrealtor.com
Ranchos resident for over 30 years!

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Century 21 C.Watson
DRE Lic. #01454566

7520 North Palm • Fresno

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Judy’s Legal Document
H a pp
Service
T
•
hanks y
Self-Help Legal Document Assistant
giving

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

Judith L. Locatelli

Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/14

www.maderahomes.com

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36 ½ • Madera, CA • 93636

•

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

www.The Ranchos.com

Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

DRE #00329063

11/13

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890

Say you saw it in

11/13

the Ranchos Independent
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
Clark’s Performance
• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clark

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613
Now & Again

Thrift & Gift Shop

645-1578
Jo-De DRILLING

37164 Ave. 12 #103

Come find your treasures

We Now Carry
BALLOONS!

Mon-Tue-Wed-Fri 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thu Noon - 7 p.m.
Sat 9 a.m. - 4 p.m / Sun 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
LIC

.#

93

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

FREE ESTIMATES!

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

LIC. #837274

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475
E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

645-TREE

(8733)

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
FRANK KRAMER

LIC. #273099

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Diana J. Tucker

381-5879 559-454-8060

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

WHAT CAN YOU
GET FOR $25?

35

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

sin
1970ce

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE

24

Need
Construction?

MZC

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

(next to The Coffee Spot)

645-0013

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent

s
Rancheont
Resid

call
Sandra Oliver

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

• Over 10 Years
Experience
• MANY Ranchos
References
Available

645-1977

559-718-9941
or
559-363-9348

559-517-0233
or

Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office
THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

559-240-3556

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

CRONIN MARINE

Since
1964

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Specializing in Livestock

(559) 645-0634

repair

Professional Pet Care
When You Can’t Be There

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
LOCALLY

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE DELIVERY

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 10AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

CALIFORNIA
MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

288-9521
40101 Ave. 10
Madera

OWNED!

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around
your home or business

559-840-0519
559-233-5000

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your heart might be leading you in one direction, but pay attention
to your keen Bovine intellect. I'm cautioning you to think things through before making any commitments.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your "serious" Twin has been dominant in your life for quite a
while. It's time now to let that "wilder" half take you out for some good times -- perhaps with
someone very special.

RV Parts & Service • Mobile Repair
Insurance Estimates & Repairs

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Career aspects are high for Moon Children who make a good
impression. Show people not only what you can already do, but also how you can be more valuable
to them in the future.

Madera, CA

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Things start to brighten for the Lion's immediate financial future. But be
careful to resist the urge to splurge. You need to tuck something away to help you through another tight period.

ry
Fact&o
ded
n
e
t
x
E rranty
Waepairs
R

JEAN BRINER
Today!

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Although your energy level is high, be careful not to commit to too many
projects at this time. You'll do better focusing on just a few tasks rather than spreading yourself too thin.

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Having to do too many tasks in too short a time
could lower your mood to just above the grumbling level. But if you handle things one at a time, you'll
get through it all soon enough.
L I B R A ( S e p t e m b e r 2 3 t o O c t o b e r 2 2 ) Your usually carefully made holiday plans could be
subject to change later this month. Use this week to prepare for that possibility by starting a Plan B just
in case you need it.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Be careful about joining a colleague's plan to
solve a workplace problem. Investigate it thoroughly. Otherwise, you could find yourself in a
predicament with other associates.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Slow down that high-paced whirl you've
been on. Spending quiet time alone or with people you care for can be both physically and spiritually restorative.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Make suggestions, not demands. You'll be
more successful in getting people to follow your lead if you exercise quiet patience instead of strong
persuasion to get your ideas across.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You still need more facts before you can make an
informed career choice. One note of caution: Be careful about whom you ask for that information;
otherwise, you could be misled.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Changing situations through the end of the week could
lead to some challenging opportunities for those perspicacious Pisceans who know how to make them
work to their advantage.

Born this Week

You have a way of being both daring and cautious,
traits that could make you a research scientist
or maybe even a rocket-ship designer.
(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: How many countries
does Hungary border?
2. HISTORY: In what year did the United
States establish diplomatic relations with
the People’s Republic of China?
3. LITERATURE: Who wrote the comingof-age novel “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”?
4. BIOLOGY: How long does it take a red
blood cell to circulate around the human
body?
5. DISCOVERIES: Who was the first to
explain correctly how the circulatory
system works?
6. GENERAL TRIVIA: What are the
names of Santa’s reindeer?
7. MUSIC: What was the theme song of
“An Officer and a Gentleman”?
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the
silkworm’s sole source of food?
9. ANATOMY: Where are the triceps
muscles located?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the oldest
president elected to office?

Answers
1. Seven (Slovakia, Ukraine, Romania,
Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia,
Slovenia and Austria)
2. 1979
3. Betty Smith
4. 20 to 60 seconds
5. William Harvey
6. Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet,
Cupid, Donner and Blitzen.
7. “Up Where We Belong”
8. Mulberry leaves
9. On the back of the upper arms
10. Ronald Reagan, 69
(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.
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independently owned and operated

www.ChemDryofMadera.com • www.facebook.com/chemdryofmadera
Serving Madera, Fresno & Surrounding Communities

