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The family of fallen U.S. serviceman Sgt. Raul
Moncada stand proudly in front of the first sign
erected in Madera County at the community
level to honor a fallen member of our armed
forces. On Thursday, November 17 at a
special dedication service, the memorial
was unveiled at its location on Road 37 at
Avenue 12. A second sign was also posted
on Road 37 and Avenue 13, drawing
attention to the significance of Road 37 since
it is the road where Sgt. Moncada grew up in
the Ranchos and where his family still lives
today.
Sharing in the dedication were (from left)
Sgt. Moncada’s father, Raul Sr., sister
Daniela, brother Julio, Sgt. Moncada’s daughter Priscila, his mother Obdulia and brothers
Ruben and Matthew.
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Sgt. Moncada
Memorial Placed
In a service that was both moving
and historic, Madera County has placed
a pair of memorial markers on Road 37
between Avenues 12
and 13 in the memory of Sgt. Raul
Moncada, a Ranchos
resident who was
killed in action in
Iraq in 2009. It is the
first
time
that
Madera County has
so designated a
roadway that is not a
state or federal highway. Road 37 was selected because it is
the street Sgt. Moncada grew up on and
his family still lives there.
On Thursday, Nov. 17 at 11 a.m., a
large crowd of dignitaries, veterans, news
media and thankful citizens showed up to
pay their respects and witness the unveiling of the road marker by Moncada’s
daughter, Priscila. A luncheon reception
was held immediately following at the offices of the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce. Pictures of the event can be
found on page 14.

Title Game for
LHS Football
In an outcome that few could have predicted, the Liberty High School Varsity
Football team finds itself playing for the
Division V Championship against Fowler
High School this Friday night at 7 p.m.
Liberty had gone into the post season
with a 4 and 6 record and found itself
ranked fourth in the playoffs of Division V
schools. Its first game against number five
ranked Granite Hills resulted in a 31-15 victory against the Porterville school, setting
up a meeting last week with number one,
Firebaugh. Heavily favored Firebaugh, with
its impressive passing attack, could not get
anything going against the Hawks and went
down to defeat, 24-21 in a nail biter.
At the same time, number two ranked
Fowler took on Orosi and spanked them,
walking away with a 45-7 victory, and set in
motion a championship game between the
Fowler Redcats and the Liberty High
Hawks.
Can you say Cinderella story? To go
from being below the .500 mark to being in
the championship game says a lot about our
kids and what they’re capable of.
I’ll see you at the game.

Medicinal Marijuana in Madera:It’s Already Here
By Christi McKinney
As the Obama administration and U.S.
Attorneys in California outline their plans to
shut down Medicinal Marijuana Cooperatives in California, the Madera County Board
of Supervisors are working locally to create
a new ordinance to regulate outdoor cultivation of Medicinal Marijuana. This new ordinance should be in place by March of 2012.
David Rogers, Madera County Supervisor in District 2 summarized the issues law
enforcement is dealing with in his request to
the Board of Supervisors. “There have been
numerous complaints from constituents regarding the outdoor cultivation of Medicinal
Marijuana. Law enforcement agencies have
also had problems with these operations. The
open cultivation has drawn a criminal element such as thefts and attempted thefts of
marijuana into the neighborhoods where
marijuana is grown. This has become a threat
to the general population. Reports of theft in
and around the marijuana cultivation operations have come from various law enforcement agencies in Madera, as well as in
counties statewide. Tulare County has had
three shootings, two of which were homicides. Madera County has also seen shootings at marijuana grow sites. Several
counties have already adopted ordinances
regulating marijuana cultivation. This is an
attempt to protect the rights of legitimate
medical marijuana users and the welfare and
safety of the majority of Madera County
constituents.”
The smell of marijuana has been so
prevalent in some neighborhoods this fall
that you only need to walk or drive down the
street to be overwhelmed by the pungent,
sweet, skunky smell. Many people with allergies or asthma can have severe reactions
to the smell of budding plants. Marijuana
often grows to be 10-12 feet tall, so if you
don’t smell them you will often see the
plants towering over back yard fences.
Whether it’s legal or not, growing 30-50
plants in your back yard is never a great idea;
it not only exposes you to an increased risk
from thieves but also home invasions. It’s
certainly the worst kept secret in the neighborhood. If you’re worried about a situation
in your neighborhood, call the Sheriff’s Office to file a complaint. If you know that the
home is a rental, please let them know that as
well. They will investigate to determine
whether or not the grower has a medical
marijuana identification card or not, and
whether they are in compliance with county
ordinances and regulations.
Many times the county’s hands have
been tied because until now there have been

no ordinances in place specifically prohibiting the crop. Individuals who spend the time
tending a crop are often times growing marijuana for themselves as well as for others
whom they’ve been designated as the primary caregiver. Sheriff Anderson expects
that a new ordinance regarding outdoor cultivation will be in place by March of next
year.
Marijuana has been approved by California, as well as many other states and the
nation's capital, to treat a range of illnesses,
but in a decision announced recently the federal government ruled that it has no accepted
medical use and should remain classified as
a highly dangerous drug like heroin. The decision comes almost nine years after medical
marijuana supporters asked the government
to reclassify cannabis to take into account a
growing body of worldwide research that

The New Image Health Center, located on
Highway 41 just South of Avenue 15. When the
smiley face is out, they’re open.

shows its effectiveness in treating certain diseases, such as glaucoma and multiple sclerosis. Although California was the first state
to decriminalize marijuana for medical use
in 1996, it remains a federal crime to possess
or sell it.
The National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML) is a nonprofit, public-interest lobby that has provided
a voice for those Americans who oppose
marijuana prohibition for more than 30
years. Their literature states they represent
the interests of the tens of millions of Americans who smoke marijuana responsibly and
believe the recreational and medicinal use of
marijuana should no longer be a crime.
NORML estimates there are currently between 750,000 and 1,125,000 medical marijuana patients in California. While at the
same time the Criminal Justice Statistics

Center reported a moderate decline in marijuana arrests in 2010.
How did this all get so confusing?
On Jan. 1, 2004, Senate Bill 420 became law, enacting the Medical Marijuana
Program Act (MMP). The intent was to clarify Proposition 215 by stipulating how patients who could not grow their own
cannabis should obtain it. The MMP permits
a primary caregiver to be paid a "reasonable
compensation" for services provided to a
qualified patient "to enable that person to use
marijuana.” The MMP also states that a patient may cultivate up to six mature plants or
possess up to half a pound of processed
cannabis per person for medical purposes.
On Nov. 5, 1996, the people of California passed Proposition 215 titled “The Compassionate Use Act of 1996.” This was
passed to decriminalize the cultivation and
use of cannabis by seriously ill individuals
under a physician's recommendation when
deemed appropriate. The physician must determine that their patient’s health would benefit from the use of cannabis. This was meant
to ensure that patients and their primary caregivers are not subject to criminal prosecution.
Supervisor Frank Bigelow, District 1
explains, “While California residents voted
to allow the use of medicinal marijuana, the
California law is not well defined. It is still illegal at the federal level and is a federal offense. Each county must determine what
they will and will not allow in their county
and control this with zoning ordinances and
regulations. If there is ever any direct contradictions between state law and federal law,
federal law prevails.” Madera County Sheriff John Anderson puts it simply: “Businesses must have a business license and
Madera County does not issue business licenses to medical marijuana dispensaries.”
Amazingly, there is a local Medical
Marijuana Dispensary here in the Ranchos.
Sheriff Anderson and his department are
very aware of it saying, “We’ve shut this particular location down repeatedly.” The New
Image Health Center – known just last
month as California Medicinal Cooperative,
Inc. – is located on Highway 41 just South of
Avenue 15 in a small industrial park. There
is a free-standing sign in the parking lot listing this location in Madera and another in
Friant, however the Friant location was reportedly closed down several months ago by
the Fresno County Sheriff’s Department.
The only thing identifying the Ranchos location from Highway 41 is a large yellow
happy face banner hanging on the chain link

Please see POT on P. 3
Click on “Local News” at
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POT cont. from P. 2
fence.
If it’s up then they’re open for business.
The New Image Health Center’s website says, “By joining our collective, you are
not only a patient of New Image Health Center, you are becoming a part of a greater
movement in history for the Central Valley
as we initiate the transformation of negative
feelings and counterproductive ideas towards
medical cannabis into understanding and
healing. We welcome our patients to take responsibility as positive ambassadors for

medical cannabis and encourage them to
combat the hindering attitudes we have been
facing for nearly seventy years due to
cannabis prohibition.” Its products include
“Super Banana Og Kush, Kryptonite or
Bubba Kush,” just part of the 28 “flavors”
that are listed on their website’s menu.
Calls to New Image Health Center for
comment on this story were not returned. The
person answering the phone refused to provide the owner’s name.
As a presidential candidate, Barack
Obama said the federal government should
not raid medical marijuana users and care-

givers. Three months after Obama was inaugurated, his attorney general announced that
it would be the administration's official policy. Earlier this year, however, the Obama
Justice Department released a memo declaring that it may prosecute large-scale medical
marijuana cultivation operations and dispensaries, defined as growers that deal with
1,000 plants a year, even in states where they
are operating in compliance with state laws.
Federal prosecutors are now threatening to
shut down medical marijuana dispensaries
throughout the state. They’ve sent letters to
warn landlords to stop sales of marijuana

within 45 days or face the possibility that
their property will be seized and they will be
sent to prison. Because the warning letters
have just now been sent, and no actual properties have been seized, it's unclear exactly
what effect the Obama administration's latest assault on medical marijuana will have
throughout the state. According to a recent
Washington Post article, ever since the announced crackdown, the feds have been targeting dispensaries, not underground
cultivation networks like the ones run by the
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POULTRY LAYING
PELLETS, CRUMBLE or
MASH

$2 OFF

EQUINE SENIOR
PER 50 LB. BAG

from King Feed

$5 OFF!

when you buy
3 bags or more

R.R. TIES
8 ft. and 9 ft.

$7.99 - $19.99
we deliver!

HORSE WORMERS
BUY 3
GET 1 FREE
Ivermectin/Pyrantel

WHOLE CORN

$9.99

50 LB. BAGS
WHEN YOU BUY 2 BAGS OR MORE
11/11

www.The Ranchos.com

RABIES VACCINATION
LOW COST

We sell QUALITY hay • We sell PROPANE • We DELIVER
Local Oat Hay .......................... $11.75 per bale
Oat Hay (Horse Quality)................... $15.95 per bale
Wheat Hay (Heavy Horse Quality) ....... $16.50 per bale
Alfalfa ............................ $16.50 (and up) per bale
Oregon Orchard Grass (Heavy) .. $18.75 per bale
(All hay prices subject to change)

PROPANE • All size bottles welcome • $10 minimum
RV’s and Motorhomes Welcome
“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”

WOOD STOVE
PELLETS

COUNTRY STYLE
DOG FOOD

SAT.
DEC. 3
10 A.M. - NOON
CLINIC

ALL TARPS

15% OFF
WE CARRY ALL SIZES AND QUALITIES

LOCALLY GROWN
FAIR QUALITY

OAT HAY

$10.99/

PER BALE WHEN
YOU BUY TEN OR
MORE

ALL CHICKEN
PENS

$4.99/BAG* $15.75/ 15% OFF
*WHEN YOU BUY 1 TON OR MORE

40 LB.
BAG

ALL SIZES

all prices exp. 12/31/11
except where noted and
are subject to change
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Europe's
Humiliation
By Rich Lowry

11/11

rescue of a European Union that still has it
under an arms embargo. History comes full
circle, with the ascendant Chinese in a position to extract concessions from erstwhile
colonial powers.
So far, though, Beijing is not showing
any eagerness to jump into the European
bailout business. While it wants a robust
European export market, China might be
doing the math and realizing that Europe
has a problem too big for serial bailouts.
The official Xinhua News Agency ran a
piece explaining, "Amid such an unprecedented crisis in Europe, China can neither
take up the role as a savior to the Europeans,
nor provide a 'cure' for the European
malaise."
This reversal in fortunes was a long
time in coming. Nothing could have stopped
the Chinese from adopting more rational,
market-friendly policies a few decades ago,
and it has proven immune to appeals to
allow its currency to appreciate so its exports
don't have such an advantage. What Europe
could control was its own destiny. It chose a
comfortable, if bankrupting, social democracy and a vast experiment with a single currency. The euro was supposed to be the
vehicle and symbol of Europe as a world
power, and instead is laying bare its debt-addled decay.
For the United States, listing in a similar direction, the turnabout in Europe's
global position should be of the utmost interest -- as a cautionary tale.

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
(c) 2011 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2012. Delivery must be by August 31, 2012.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.
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One hundred and fifty years ago, no one
could mistake the relative power of Europe
and China. When the British defeated the
Chinese in the First Opium War, they imposed an indemnity, took Hong Kong and
forced open more Chinese ports to British
merchants. They demanded extraterritoriality
for British citizens, exempting them from
Chinese law. Other Western powers extracted similar privileges.
When this wasn't enough, the British
launched the Second Opium War after the
Chinese seized a ship flying the British flag
and refused to apologize. The French joined
in, and the two together captured Beijing,
and burned the emperor's summer palaces
for good measure.
The Chinese refer to the period from
the middle of the 19th century to the middle
of the 20th as "the century of shame." Now,
the shame is all on their former tormentors
as the Europeans beg the Chinese to help
bail them out from their debt crisis.
The Europeans share a misbegotten
single currency that is amplifying the inherent problems attendant to the practice of
spending money that you don't have. Perhaps the Greek crisis can be contained, but
what if Spain and Italy spin out of control?
Europe is trying to fund a "bazooka" big
enough to fend off doubtful markets, but
doesn't want to -- and perhaps can't -- fund
it all by itself. Germany is Europe's economic powerhouse, yet its public debt-toGDP ratio is already larger than ours.
This is where China and its $3.2 trillion in foreign reserves come in. If China
were to contribute to a bailout fund that Europe wants to build up to $1.4 trillion, it
would surely ask for concessions in return,
like the Europeans dropping their criticism
of China's undervalued currency. China also
might wonder why it should come to the

GET YOUR FREE ONION!

Just for visiting Sweet Flower Fruit Stand we’d like
to give you a FREE onion to say “thanks” and to
give you an example of just how good our produce
is. One per customer per day.
Exp. 12-31-11

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

“The only way to get
fresher produce would be
to pick it yourself.” ™

Click on “Local News” at
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Editorial

The Ongoing Cost of Freedom
By Randy Bailey
On Thursday, Nov. 17 the Madera
Ranchos got to make history. On that
day, for the first time ever in Madera
County, an area roadway was dedicated
to the memory of a fallen U.S. serviceman. The Ranchos’ own Sgt. Raul Moncada, who was killed in the line of duty
in Iraq in 2009, had the segment of
Road 37 from Avenue 12 to Avenue 13
designated in his honor. It was the street
that he grew up on and where his family
still lives.
As President of the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce I got to say a few
words at the ceremony and I’d like to
share them with you here.
Editor

TheRanchos

Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
All contents of this publication are copyright 2011, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The information gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............Publisher/Editor

Christi McKinney -- Reporter • Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales
Rachael Bailey -- Advertising Sales • Tina Shannon -- Advertising Sales

559-645-0634
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37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636
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My name is Randy Bailey. I’m the
president of the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce here in the Ranchos and I
want to thank you for coming today and
would like to share a few thoughts about
Sgt. Moncada with you.
There are some in our country
today, some in very high places, that
would have you believe that Sgt. Moncada died in vain. That he gave his life
for nothing. That he was in the wrong
war in the wrong place at the wrong
time.
Those people are wrong.
Sgt. Moncada understood that we
don’t live in a vacuum. That actions

"Our friends in
the other party
will never forgive us for our
success, and
are doing
everything in
their power
to rewrite history ... but you
and I know better than that.
We were
there."

taken in one place have consequences
somewhere else, often thousands of
miles away. Sgt. Moncada knew that
plans hatched in caves in the Middle
East could result in planes flying into
the World Trade Center, killing 3,000 of
his countrymen, half way around the
world. And Sgt. Moncada understood
that the minds responsible for creating
such death and destruction were actively
spreading their gospel of terror throughout the Middle East. He understood that
we could fight them there, or most assuredly we would one day have to fight
them here.
The freedoms that we enjoy as
Americans, like being able to gather on
an autumn morning to pay tribute to a
fallen hero, come at a cost. Sgt. Moncada understood that if his actions thousands of miles away stopped just one
person from being able to one day bring
destruction to the Madera Ranchos, destroying Sgt. Moncada’s home, his family, his friends and neighbors, then it
would all be worth it. What he grasped
was that if that same person got through,
ANYWHERE, the destruction he would
bring would be to SOMEONE’S home,
to SOMEONE’S family, and to SOMEONE’S friends and neighbors, just like
in New York on September 11.
The world is a dangerous place.
Thankfully we have people like Sgt.
Moncada willing to stand on that front
line, ready to give the ultimate sacrifice
without hesitation or equivocation.
Ready to say, “You’ll be safe tonight. I’ll
see to that.”
The Madera Ranchos is a better
place for having people like Sgt. Moncada, and it’s a little emptier with him
gone. But what he stood for and what he
believed in should make us all swell
with pride. He is the embodiment of our
American spirit. He didn’t ask what his
country could do for him; he asked what
he could do for his country.
And then he did it.
On behalf of the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce and a grateful
nation, we thank you Sgt. Moncada for
your service. God bless you, God bless
your family, and God bless the United
States of America.
Thank you.
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‘Tis the Season for ... Parking
A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
11/11

Once again the season of giving is upon us, the season of family and sharing, of faith and
reverence, and most notably the
season where people forget their
parking lot manners. Clearly the
threat of ending up on the naughty
side of Santa’s list isn’t enough to
make people so much as use their
blinker.
In every other way, Christmas space. My anger got the better of
is my favorite season. I love the me and I slammed my car into park
weather, the music, the movies and and threw my door open. I was
the decorations. What I can’t stand, halfway to him, shouting every adhowever, is the complete disregard jective I could come up with in his
for parking lot decorum during this general direction, when the driver
of the exiting car, and another onotherwise magical time.
I knew that the Yuletide season looker obviously had the same inwas upon us when I had an unfor- clination. Derogatory epithets
tunate altercation in the parking lot flying from all directions, this
at the mall. Intending to do a little punk had been rounded on by just
about everyone
shopping
and
in the area. Obcatch a movie
with a friend, I
A parking lot is not a shoe viously fearing
a public stoning,
pulled into the
parking
lot clearance bin; you can’t just he threw his
blissfully
un- dive in all willy nilly. A shoe hands up and reaware that we to the head would likely hurt treated and the
were about to and leave a mark, but running couple in the
encounter a jerk
over someone is often fatal. SUV who had
been patiently
who learned to
drive behind the Note the subtle difference. Re- waiting for the
wheel
of
a member people, we are talking space was able
bumper car. I about big dangerous machines to pull into the
don’t know if driven by fallible, imperfect spot that was
this kid just didhumans. A scary enough com- rightfully theirs.
n’t understand
Not Alone
the layout of the bination when everyone is
Not that the
parking lot, or paying attention; deadly when
perhaps
he someone is driving like a ma- youth of Amerthought
the niac and someone else is tex- ica is the only
demographic
other cars were
ting behind the wheel.
guilty of forgosimply figments
ing
common
of his imaginacourtesy
for
tion, but the
sheer reckless abandon with which their own convenience. When I
he maneuvered through the lot was pulled into the bank just the other
scary. I tried to avoid him as best I day to handle a little business that
could by turning down opposite could not be done from the convenaisles, back-tracking to steer clear ience of my lap top, I had a dandy
of his path. But I couldn’t evade of a time finding a parking place.
him for long, and our first close en- Because the bank was overly busy?
counter came when he decided to No, because someone decided to
take a sharp corner and cut me off, circle around the wrong direction,
literally skidding into my lane. Ob- and rather than back up and try it
viously there was a sale I had not again, thought, hey, I’ll just take
yet heard of, and he was a twit on a up three extra spaces with my
mission. Our paths crossed again spaceship sized boat of a car. How
for the final time when he jammed long could it take in the bank?
his car into reverse and just about Those tellers, after all, are known
backed up into me, all in the name
Please see GEN WHY on P. 15
of stealing someone else’s parking

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
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Judy’s Legal Document
Service

The Stock Report

Merry Christmas Drawing Nearer

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

Judith L. Locatelli

Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001 • Exp. 8/10/12

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36 ½ • Madera, CA • 93636

•

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

11/11
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her mood. There was no whining or
complaining on this trip. The next
Hi neighbors.
day was a trip to Oatman, Ariz. and
Well here we go! The holiday the wild burros. There were burros
season is upon us. Daylight savings all over the place and I got the picsaving time is over. It is dark at 5 tures to prove it. Next day was the
p.m. and I want another hour of light excursion to the Hoover Dam/Colto get everything on my list done. I orado River new bypass bridge that
am making lists of things that have to spans from the Nevada side to the
be done before Christmas. I have just Arizona side of the Colorado River.
finished putting my Thanksgiving This bridge is a true engineering
menu together. Now I have to go marvel. It was a challenge to climb
shopping. I will buy 2 turkeys since I up the bank to get on the bridge and
am cooking one turkey for the Ran- then a challenge to walk over the
chos Hills Seniors annual Thanksgiv- bridge to the end and back down the
ing dinner and one for my family. I steps or ramp down the mountain
am writing this article on November side to where the bus was parked. I
15th and I feel that I am late in writ- am so glad I was able to do this. It
ing my annual Christmas letter. Since was so worth it. Thanks to Jolene for
I send out about 100 Christmas cards finding this great experience and
with letters each year I need to get sharing it with us. The next day many
started
right
of the group took
away.
the jet boat down
In the last
the
Colorado
That was one of the best River to see the
issue of the Ranchos Independent parts of this trip: you never London Bridge. I
I told you about felt rushed or pressured into chose to stay at
the five day trip doing something you didn’t the hotel and rest.
to Laughlin, Nev. feel like doing. It was restful That was one of
that was sponthe best parts of
and fun. Our fearless leader this trip: you
sored by the Ranchos
Hills Jolene made it all happen. Jo- never felt rushed
Seniors. Let me lene is planning more trips for or pressured into
tell you I have the Ranchos Hills Seniors. If doing something
been on a lot of you would like to hear about you didn’t feel
trips but our tour
like doing. It was
any senior trips call the Senior restful and fun.
director
Jolene
Mason was the Center at 645-4864.
Our
fearless
most well-orgaleader
Jolene
nized tour direcmade it all haptor that I have ever traveled with. pen. Jolene is planning more trips for
This was a delicious trip because Jo- the Ranchos Hills Seniors. If you
lene knew where every good restau- would like to hear about any senior
rant was all the way to Laughlin. She trips call the Senior Center at 645got us in the mood for the trip by 4864.
playing card bingo and telling us
Some of the upcoming events are
about the different side trips that she the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
had planned for us. Then she broke at Maywood Center at 6 p.m. on Friout homemade macaroon cookies that day, Dec. 2. This event is put on by
she had baked for us in her spare the Golden Valley Chamber of Comtime. She was directing the bus merce. Come to the program and pick
driver where to stop along the way so a star for a Veteran at the Fresno Vetthat we never got too tired. Next she eran’s Hospital. The next morning
brought out chocolate chip cookies the Ranchos Hills Seniors on Dec. 3
and white chocolate fudge. When we will be having their monthly sale.
got to Laughlin our rooms at the The Senior ’s Christmas Boutique
Edgewater Hotel were ready for us will begin at 8 a.m. to noon on Deand no one had a bad room. If you cember 3, 10 and 17. I hope that you
have ever taken a tour with a group all had a good Thanksgiving and didof people you know that in itself is n’t eat too much. You need to save
unusual. Since Jolene was so happy some room for all of the Christmas
and full of fun we all tried to match celebrations.
By Audrey Stock

Ranchos
Independent
call645-0634

Golden Valley Baptist Church

When we were young my two sisters and I couldn’t wait until the
Christmas catalogs arrived from Sears
and Roebuck or Montgomery Ward.
The first half of each catalog was
household items, clothing and such –
but the back half was toys! They were
grouped into boy’s and girl’s toys. We
would sit on the couch, each with a
different colored crayon and start at
the first page of the girls toys and
mark on each page the items we
wanted. Of course we never got what
we wanted, but we always had a good
Christmas. In “those days” we didn’t
have Target, K-Mart or Wal-Mart. We
had the dime store, and sometimes the
hardware store and drug store would
put in a row of toys.

by Jean Briner
cookie and, in that, you put a teaspoon
of your favorite jam). I worked with
another girl that made gallons upon
gallons of the Chex Party Mix – before you could buy it in a bag. And I
knew a girl that crocheted slippers for
everyone. And I’ve told you about my
grandmother who made homemade
candy every Christmas.

Cookie Time!
This month I thought I’d give you
some recipes for different cookies.
You can find Chocolate Chip recipes
Gift Solution
on the back of any chip bag, or OatIn those days times were tough, meal Cookies on the oatmeal box, but
similar to the times as they are now. these cookies are a little different.
People couldn’t
The
first
afford to purcookie recipe I’m
chase big gifts, so
In those days times were sending you was
a lot of people
given to me by a
made
their tough, similar to the times as reader. It sounds
Christmas gifts. they are now. People couldn’t af- yummy, gooey,
My mom always ford to purchase big gifts, so a and easy to make.
made my aunts an lot of people made their Christ- Thank You!
apron, and of
B u t t e r y
mas gifts. My mom always made
course we would
Gooey
Cookie
always
make my aunts an apron, and of course Bars
mama and daddy we would always make mama
1 Pkg. Yeland our grandpar- and daddy and our grandparents low Cake Mix
ents something. I something.
1 Stick Butworked with a
ter
girl that made
3 Eggs
cookies for all
8 oz. Cream
her family and friends. She would Cheese
start just after Thanksgiving and make
1 Box (1 Lb.) Powdered Sugar
dozens and dozens of cookies. Betty’s
1 tsp. Vanilla
kitchen looked like a bakery from
1 C Crushed or Chopped Nuts
Thanksgiving until just before ChristPreheat oven to 350
mas. She would make all kinds of
Mix cake mix, butter, 1 egg tocookies – the typical chocolate chip gether and pour into a greased and
and oatmeal – and some I had never floured 9 x 13 pan. Beat together
heard of before, like the Cherry cream cheese and powdered sugar (reBlinks (make the dough according to serve enough powdered sugar to
the recipe and roll each cookie in sprinkle on top). Add 2 eggs and
crushed Wheaties or Corn Flakes and vanilla and mix. Pour over cake mixwhen you put them on the cookie ture.
sheet you flatten them out a bit and
Bake 30 minutes or until tan.
put half a maraschino cherry on top) After it is cool, sprinkle nuts and reor the Thumbprint (make the dough served powdered sugar on top. Cut
according to the recipe and roll them into bars.
into balls and roll each ball in either
finely chopped nuts or coconut and as
The next one is one from the Aunt
you put them on the cookie sheet you Jean’s collection from last month’s article:
flatten them out a bit and put your
Please see RECIPE on P. 11
thumb print indentation in each

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m. YOUTH 13-18
come meet new friends!

www.GoldenValleyChurch.com
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Chip Off the Ol’ Cookie

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Golden Valley Baptist

Pastor David Jones

JOIN TODAY AND PAY

NO INITIATION FEE!*

*with a 12 month agreement

CALL FOR MORE INFO

559-479-8282
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Fine Quality Craftmanship

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

GOLD GLASS

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

Precision Collision Repair
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Page 8

Insurance Claims Welcomed

FREE ESTIMATES

674-8591
Click on “Local News” at

Page 9

The Pastor’s Desk

ARE YOU OVER 65???
Losing your
Health Insurance???

On Being TRULY Thankful

WE CAN $HELP!!!
Plans start at 0/month
CALL US TODAY!!!
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Vail Insurance Services • Cindy Vail - Owner/Broker
California Lic. # OE81172 • 559-674-5450

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363

for aTIME
TED
LIMI only!
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SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

CA #142100

$999.31

Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a
Direct Cremation Package for $999.31. Our Direct
Cremation Service Package is designed specially for
families who have chosen to have a simple cremation. This
package includes a durable plastic urn, a cardboard cremation
container, removal from place of death to mortuary within 50 miles,
basic services of director and staff, refrigeration, 1-hour private
family viewing, one death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.

662-8825
801 E. Yosemite Avenue, Madera

www.The Ranchos.com
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We also have many funeral plans
to choose from. To discuss payment options
on this plan or any of our other funeral
plans please call

heavy! How do you expect me to carry
it?” Yes, I was that ignorant and selfish
and inconsiderate.
By the grace of God and the blood
of Jesus the veil has been lifted and for
the first time in my life I can see how
wonderful life and all the blessings,
good and bad, actually are. It is no
longer, “Oh crud. I have to go to
work.” It is, “Thank you Jesus, I have a
job.” Or, “Oh man, I have to go to my
parents’ and clean their backyard.” InBy Mike B.
stead, “I will be there as soon as I can
During this wonderful time of the get there. Thank You Jesus, I still have
year when we are to give thanks, I am parents.” Have you ever thought while
truly THANKFUL! You see, I should you were stuck in traffic because of an
not be here. I had always planned to be automobile accident that happened in
dead by the time I was 43. Seriously, I front you, “Oh great! Now I’m going to
used to tell people all the time, “What be really late!”? The first thing I do is
does it matter? I’m going to be dead pray that no one was hurt and thank the
Lord it was not
before my 44th
someone I care for
birthday anyway.”
That was my plan
It is not about what I or myself. It is an
and, as the saying have, it is about what God attitude of gratigoes, “Man plans; would do for me as long as I tude.
A few months
God laughs.” My did one thing. That one thing,
plan did not go as I the only thing I have to do is after I came home,
had expected. God put God first, rely on Him and my best friend was
had a whole differ- He will restore me and give slow in accepting
ent plan for me. me more than I ever wanted, me. For good reaFor that I am grate- needed or deserve. Life was son: I had hurt him
ful and very thank- wonderful and great because and many others.
ful.
I knew that God had my back He would call or
In reality, the and all He wants is the best come by my work
old Mike did die for me. He will never leave and we would talk
and just be cordial.
and a new Mike me or forsake me.
was born. As Paul
For that I am THANKFUL. One day I noticed
that I had not
writes
in
2nd
heard from him in
Corinthians 5:17,
a while. I called
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; him and asked where he had been and
the old life has gone, the new life has how come he was not coming by or recome.” In retrospect, my plan and turning my calls. His reply was, “Well,
God’s plan were not that different. I every time I see you I ask how it is
died a worldly death at 43 and was going, how are things? You always
reply that things are great and life is
born unto him at 44.
In my new life I have grown too be wonderful. How can that be? You live
thankful for everything: the good, the in a men’s sober living home. You
bad and the ugly. Before, I was not don’t have a car. Your kids don’t live
happy with anything; the grass was al- with you. Your parents don’t speak to
ways greener somewhere else. What I you. How can life be great and wonhad was not enough. If you had it, I derful?” I told him that this was a conwanted it. And when I got it, it still was versation that we need to have in
not enough. I wanted more and I would person and that I would see him that
do anything I would have to do to get night. When I got to his house, we sat
it. No matter who I hurt or whatever down and I explained how my life, the
the cost, I did not appreciate anything, one that lived in a sober living home,
and I mean anything. I was the type where my kids did not live with me and
that would complain about how I was parents did not talk to me, was so wongoing to carry the free brick of gold
Please see THANKS on P. 10
that someone had given me. “It’s too
Again this month we have a guest
writer for the Pastor’s Desk. He is not a
pastor but he has a message. With approximately 17.6 million Americans
adults who abuse alcohol or are alcohol
dependent, his message is timely and
relevant.
Editor
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THANKS cont. from P. 9
derful. I started out with that I at least
have a roof over my head, my children
were at least talking to me, my parents
still loved me and one day, maybe not
right now, but one day it would all
work out. It is not about what I have, it
is about what God would do for me as
long as I did one thing. That one thing,
the only thing I have to do is put God
first, rely on Him and He will restore
me and give me more than I ever
wanted, needed or deserve. Life was
wonderful and great because I knew
that God had my back and all He wants
is the best for me. He will never leave
me or forsake me.
For that I am THANKFUL.
Oh, by the way, my kids now live
with me, in our own place. My parents
not just talk to me; they let me go to
their house. And I have a car. How
about that for a wonderful life?
I have many people to thank. Most
of all I would like to thank the great
people of Woodward Park Church of
Christ. They opened their hearts and
their home to me. It’s their commitment
to their outreach programs. Not just to
me, but to the thousands of people they
have touched and served over the years.
From the whole of my heart, thank
you.
Mike

What’s Lurking
with Your Linens?
Is your linen closet one of those that
you open with one hand and hold back the
avalanche with the other? Or maybe it’s
storing stuff that you think you probably
have, but go buy anyway because it’s too
hard to find.
Reduce your stress and spending by
carving out some time for a linen closet
overhaul. Start by emptying its contents
and sorting it into categories, i.e. towels,
sheets, household supplies, etc.
Directly remove anything that be-

Ranchos Tip Thwarts Possible Burglary in Rolling Hills

In custody are Shawn Williams, 27, of Fresno;Benjamin Wallace, 30, also from Fresno; and James “Jimmy” Hale, 28, of Madera.

neighborhood.
Deputy Ian Roth responded to the
call and found the vehicle parked at a
gas station on Highway 41 and with help
from Deputy Toinie Jackson quickly detained all three without incident.
Two of the suspects were wanted in
Fresno and the third was found to be in
possession of heroin. Fresno resident
Shawn Williams was wanted in Fresno
on a $160,000 warrant for burglary.
Fresno resident Benjamin Williams, who
told deputies his name was Payton Ely,
was also wanted in Fresno on a felony
no-bail drug warrant and a $10,000 drug
warrant. Madera resident James Hale, or

“Jimmy” as he is known, was the driver
of the vehicle and was found to be in
possession of heroin.
All three were transported to
Madera County Department of Corrections where Williams was booked on the
burglary warrant as well as on suspicion
of conspiracy to commit burglary. Wallace was booked on the two warrants as
well as suspicion of conspiracy to commit burglary and identity theft and Hale
was booked on suspicion of conspiracy
to commit burglary, possession of burglary tools and drug charges.
The case remains open because
deputies believe others may be involved.

longs in the trash, recycle, relocate, or do- son to hold you over until the next laundry
nate pile. In Julie Morgenstern’s book Or- load is clean. If there’s space in the bathganizing from the Inside Out, she lists the room consider moving them there so that
“no brainers” such as “stained or ripped they’re closer to where they’re used. When
towels and linens, anything broken that’s placing them on the shelf, put the folded
gone unrepaired more than two years, man- side out so they’re easier to grab and look
gled wrapping paper, cleaning supplies you neater. Shelf dividers (available online
haven’t used in a year, and duplicates and from Amazon.com) will keep the towels
triplicates of anything nonconsumable.”
and sheets from becoming a jumbled mess.
Now determine how many of each
The sheets and towels are probably
item is really needed.
used most often and
therefore earn the
Usually two to three
sets of sheets per bed
When you complete this project prime shelves for
is adequate. In order you’ll not only retrieve supplies accessibility. The
to make it easier to
without fear, you’ll probably want rest of your closet
contents — light
distinguish between
sizes and sets, con- to open the door just to see a job bulbs, batteries, candles, gift wrap,
sider using a specific well done.
sewing
supplies,
color sheet set for
party supplies, etc.
each bed. Fold the
pillow cases and fitted sheet into the flat should be containerized in labeled plastic
sheet, or store the set inside one of the pil- or canvas storage bins or baskets. Stackable
bins make the best use of widely spaced
low cases.
The number of towel sets per person shelving and are retrieved easily, even from
will depend on how often you replace with higher shelves. You can also label the edge
clean ones, and how often you do laundry. of the shelves so that it’s clear to all who
Just make sure there are enough per per- use them where to find and replace items.

For seasonal items like beach/pool
towels and throw blankets place the offseason items in an underbed bag or vacuum-sealed bag on a high shelf. Keep the
in-season items on an accessible shelf.
Switch them when the season changes.
Here’s a great idea from www.getorganizednow.com: If you store a supply of
spare toiletries and paper goods, consider
placing a labeled sticky note on the last one
in the row. When it’s used, the person who
removes it from the closet is responsible to
place the sticky note on the grocery list or
some other designated place. That way
you’ll never run out of a product!
When you complete this project you’ll
not only retrieve supplies without fear,
you’ll probably want to open the door just
to see a job well done.

Thanks to an aware citizen last
month, three men are behind bars following a tip phoned in about suspicious activity in the Madera Ranchos. In custody
are James Hale, 28, of Madera; Shawn
Williams, 27, of Fresno; and 30-year-old
Benjamin Wallace, also from Fresno.
The 911 call came into the Madera
County Sheriff’s Department before
noon describing suspicious activity in
the Rolling Hills area on Avenue 11, just
west of Highway 41. What was reported
to the 911 operator was that a vehicle
with three men inside appeared to be
casing homes on the block, having
driven at least four times through the

You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questions answered at Organized by Choice
(because things don’t always fall into place) at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, email her
at info@organizedbychoice.com, visit her website www.organizedbychoice.com or she can be
reached by phone at 559-871-3314.

Click on “Local News” at

Annual Community

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Christmas Tree

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

Cookies - Coffee - Hot Cider

Chocolate Crackle Cookies
1 C Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips
1 C Brown Sugar Packed
1/3 C Salad Oil
2 Eggs
1 T Vanilla
1 C All-Purpose Flour
1 tsp. Baking Powder
¼ tsp. Salt
½ C Chopped Nuts (Optional)
Powdered Sugar
Preheat oven to 350
Melt chocolate in microwaveable
bowl. In a mixing bowl combine the
chocolate with the sugar and oil, mixing well. Add eggs, one at a time into
the cooled chocolate mixture, beating
well. Stir in vanilla. In a separate bowl
mix all the dry ingredients; add to
chocolate mixture (add nuts if using)
and beat well until blended together.
Chill dough in refrigerator for at least
30 minutes.
Drop teaspoons of chilled dough in
powdered sugar, rolling to coat and
place on slightly greased cookie sheet
about an inch apart. Bake for 10 to 12
minutes.

Christmas carols by Flipside Church
and area Girl Scouts

One of Randy’s favorite cookies is
a coconut macaroon.
Coconut Macaroons

Lighting Ceremony
Maywood Shopping
Center • Friday,
Dec. 2 • 6 p.m.

Santa will arrive early at the ceremony
and photos will be available!

Pick a star for a Veteran at VA Hospital.*
*Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand
towels, white socks, lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.

Items may be brought to the tree lighting!

More Santa Pictures Available!
This year Santa will be taking pictures with Ranchos
children (both naughty and nice) at B&D Holiday Center on Ave. 12 across from the Ranchos Market. He’ll
be there every weekend from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. until
Christmas. Pictures are ONLY $10!!!

Valle

y

en
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d
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ber of Commerce
Cham

www.The Ranchos.com

for more information, contact
the Golden Valley Chamber at

645-4001

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera Ranchos

goldenvalleychamber@theranchos.com

14 oz. Sweetened Shredded Coconut
1 Can Sweetened Condensed Milk
1 tsp. Vanilla
2 Large Egg Whites – at Room
Temperature
¼ tsp. Salt
Preheat oven to 325
Combine the coconut, condensed
milk and vanilla in a large bowl – set
aside. Whip the egg whites and salt
with an electric mixer in a large bowl.
Beat at high speed until egg whites
make medium-firm peaks. Carefully
fold the egg whites into the coconut
mixture – DO NOT BEAT.
Drop the batter onto sheet pans
lined with parchment paper using a
small ice cream scoop or two teaspoons. Bake for 30 to 35 minutes or
until golden brown.
Cool and serve.
This was the first Thanksgiving for
us since the loss of our sister and
Randy and his brothers’ mom, Faye. It
was sad, but comforting in knowing
she is at rest. As with all of you who
have lost loved ones this year, we miss
them terribly, try to adjust, and life
goes on. This year, tell your loved ones
how much you love them and how
thankful you are that they are with you
– we have no idea what tomorrow will
bring.

Robbers Caught Stealing on Tape
Surveillance Video Captures Two Men Stealing Rims,
Radiators from Road 29 and Avenue 12 Wrecking Yard
Help Asked Solving Early Morning Crime
Sheriff John Anderson is asking for the public’s help in identifying two men caught on surveillance tape stealing rims and radiators from an
auto wrecking yard in Madera at around 8:55 a.m.
on Tuesday, Nov. 15.
The two men entered the wrecking yard located on Road 29 just north of Avenue 12 in a
green-colored, third generation Toyota Tacoma
truck with left front body damage. Surveillance
video shows them loading four rims and 12 radiators onto their truck before taking off.
These two still pictures taken from the surveillance camera clearly depicts one of the suspects
captured on tape. The second suspect is hard to
make out, other than he is wearing a dark colored
hooded jacket and has facial hair.
Anyone who may have information about this
theft or the men caught on tape is urged to call the
Madera County Sheriff’s Department at 559-675-7770
or CRIME STOPPERS AT 498-STOP. An anonymous
tip to Crime Stoppers that will result in the capture of
these two men could be worth up to $1,000.
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Great Gift Ideas to Help Santa!
TOOLS • TOOLS • TOOLS • TOOLS
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with all-occasion handcrafted gifts, baskets
and jewelry. And from Grandma’s Attic are
On November 6 the long awaited Bus gently used items. Your shopping will be
trip to Laughlin, Nev. arrived. The Ran- complete at 37330 Berkshire Drive in the
chos/Hills Seniors were on their way to fun, Ranchos.
laughter and adventure. The trip was coordiThe Department of Health comes perinated by Jolene Mason from the Ran- odically to the Center for free checkups. The
chos/Hills Seniors, the solo committee for screenings include: Personal health history
short trips. At the membership meeting held review, blood pressure and blood sugar test,
in November she received a standing ovation nutrition and health education and a low-cost
for a job well done.
blood test is available.
The members experiThe health screenings
enced an abundance of
are for 50 and above.
fun on the bus and in
For referrals to medLaughlin.
Joann
ical providers and
Blancett, our long discommunity services,
tance trip solo coordithe contact number is
nator, is putting
675-7893 to make an
together a trip to Georappointment.
gia and South Carolina
A nutritionally
next.
balanced lunch proOn
Thursday,
gram is available
Turkey time at the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Monday through FriNov. 17 the Seniors
celebrated Thanksgiv- as Thanksgiving was celebrated in style.
day at 11:30 a.m. A
ing dinner. As always
suggested price for 60
there was so much
years and older is
food. The turkey was
$1.75. Reservations
provided by the center
are needed 24 hours in
and all the trimmings
advance prior to 11
were brought in by the
a.m. so remember to
members. A total of 72
call Joann at 645-4864
members were present
and also notify the
at the dinner and after
center if you need to
dinner the card games
cancel or change your
commenced.
reservation.
On the road to Laughlin, Nev. the RanOn Sunday, Nov.
We have a grow20 the seniors enjoyed chos/Hills Seniors prepare for a great time.
ing exercise program
their monthly dance
being held on Monsession. For those that
days, Wednesdays and
did not participate on
Fridays at 10 a.m. The
the dance floor there
participants are getting
were dreams of yestermore than just exercise
years.
by attending. They
The fun is over,
have fun, share laughs,
temporarily, so it’s
meet new friends and
back to work, which
get updates on old
can also be fun. The
friends, their fellow
Holidays are upon us
members and get curand this is our major
The Ranchos/Hills Seniors practice their rent news on what is
fundraiser month. We dance steps as part of their ongoing exercise. happening at the Cenbegin with our Holiter. There is room for
day Boutique and Bake Sale which begins on you and you may attend all three days or just
Saturday, Dec. 3. On the Saturdays of the 3rd, one or two of them.
10th, and 17th it is from 8 a.m. to noon and
New to the agenda on Tuesday at 12:30
during the weekdays it is from 9:30 a.m. to p.m. are a variety of cards games to be en12:30 p.m. The Holiday Boutique will be re- joyed. Come and learn new games.
tailing home-baked goods such as cakes,
Check your calendar for daily events for
cookies, pies, candy, jams and jellies. There each day of the week. If you do not have a
will be handcrafted items such as aprons, copy, stop by the Senior Center for a copy.
quilts, afghans, hot pads, hats, scarves and Additional copies are available at the Ranmuch more. There will also be a craft sale chos Market and Hurst Hardware.
By Verlaine Elinburg

148 piece
Tool Set

$

9999

70 piece
Tool Set

$

5999

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 • 645-1570

Give the Gift of Beauty
The EDGE Holiday Specials

• Airbrush Makeup - Just like the
movie stars, have your makeup applied flawlessly by the Edge for your
upcoming Holiday parties.

• Gift Certificates - Got someone on
your list who’s impossible to shop for?
Give them a Gift Certificate for any of
the EDGE’s incredible services.
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So Much Happening at Senior Center

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
11/11

Senior Report

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
Click on “Local News” at
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Sheriff Launches Citizen Web Alerts
Sheriff John Anderson recently announced that the Madera County Sheriff’s
Department has launched a Citizen Web
Alerts webpage covering specific crimes
throughout Madera County.
Now posted on the Madera County
Sheriff’s website, Citizen Web Alerts provides information about burglaries, fraud
alerts and warnings about deceptive advertising. This page also offers tips and valuable resources to help citizens avoid falling
victim to theft, money scams and identity
theft. Anderson said that the Citizen Web

Alerts page will make monthly updates
available as well.
Anderson said the Department is building a series of maps that will highlight specific locations in which burglaries are taking
place. He says those maps should be available to the public in the coming weeks. At
present this site shows the number of burglaries occurring in areas located in eastern
Madera County as well as the Valley floor.
The Citizen Web Alerts webpage can
be found at www.madera-county.com/sheriff/
alerts.html.

Got Horses?
Need Shoeing?
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Call John’s! 209-628-0991

Certified by the American Farriers Education Council

GOT
WINE?
Best
Best
Best

in
ALL
of the
RANCHOS!
www.The Ranchos.com

Selection
Service
Prices
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Kiwanis Korner

Kiwanis, Key Club and Kids
The Ranchos Kiwanis, along with Vulcan
Materials and several local residents and busiAfterafewweeksofawell-deservedbreak ness owners, sponsored a memorial and dedicaat the end of the summer, the Ranchos Kiwanis tioncer-emonyhonoringSgt.RaulMoncada on
is reenergized and charging full speed ahead Nov. 17 atAve. 12 and Road 37.Asecond meagain with our sponsorships and fundraising ac- morial sign was placed atAve. 13 and Road 37.
tivities.There’s so much to say and so little time Sgt. Moncada, a Ranchos resident, was killed in
that I’ll get right to the key points.
action in Iraq while serving in the U.S. Army.
On Oct. 12, we sponsored “Teens and We are honored to be part of a lasting tribute to
Trucks” for the LHS Driver’s Education stu- our local hero and his family who made the uldents.Theprogram,incooperationwiththeCal- timate sacrifice for our freedom.
iforniaTruckingAssociation and the CHP, is the
So much of the good work Kiwanis does
first of its kind in the state that teaches young for its community doesn’t always come in outdrivershowtosafelysharetheroadwithbigrigs. ward, grand displays. In fact, many of our most
Officers touched on important information re- mean-ingful accomplishments are often the
gardingdistracteddrivingwithem-phasisonin- most subtle, and still make a real and lasting imjuryandfatalitystatisticsfollowedbyinteractive pact. Our past year’s efforts didn’t go unnoticed
demonstra-tions of the stopping distance and when our club was named Division 5 Kiwanis
blind spots on these
Team of the Year,
80,000 lb. trucks.
beating out more
Thank you to Kiwathan 20 other clubs.
nians Mona, Charles
The prestigious Diand Casey Diaz of
vision Award Bell
Charles Diaz Truckfor Best Club was
ing for the use of
presented to outgotheir rig; to Hal and
ing President Mona
Mr. Tarango’s Liberty High School Driver’s DiazbyourLt.GovMaryAnn Parks of
Pizza Fac-tory for Education class participate in the Teens and Trucks ernor,DaveHillman.
the post-event pizza; event on October 12.
Congratulations
Kiwanian
John
Ranchos Kiwanis
Minney; the Commercial Vehicle Safety Al- team!We truly are the best, but we knew that all
liance and to all the participants who were in- along, didn’t we?
strumentalinbringingthislifesavingprogramto
Kiwanis exists solely for the purpose of
our kids.
making a difference in the lives of others, parCongratulations to our LHS Key Club for ticularlychildren.Wearelookingforpeoplewho
afirstplacewinintheHomecomingParadefloat are interested in serving the community, makcompetition on Oct. 21. Their theme was the ing new friends and having fun with a purpose.
Swingin’ 60s complete with go-go dancers in If you are interested, contact President, John
cages and peaceful protes-tors. Thank you Ki- Glueck at 559-706-5215. We meet the first
wanian Travis Hart for the construction of the Thursday of every month at 6:45 a.m. at The
float and to Key Club President Andrew Hart Coffee Spot and every Thursday thereafter at
and all the club members whose hard work 6:30 p.m. at the Ran-chos Pizza Factory. Come
madeanother awardwinningdesignforthesec- join us at a meeting for fun and fellowship and
ond straight year. Groovy, Key Clubbers! Very see what being a Kiwanian is all about.
Groovy! That evening, several Kiwanis memwww.ranchoskiwanis.com
bers dedicated their Friday night working the
booster’ssnackbaratbothJr.VarsityandVarsity
Board Members:
Homecoming games and our newest member,
President: John Glueck
Past President: Mona Diaz
Bryan Lee, personally donated $300 for the fesPresident Elect: Carla Hart
tive game day balloons and decorations lining
Vice President: Marie Cameron
both sides ofAvenue 12 for Hawk Spirit HomeSecretary: Pam Glueck
comingDay.ThankyouBrianandallthememTreasurer: Perry Watkins
bers who rolled up their sleeves on the big game
Co-Treasurer: Carla Hart
day that brought our Hawks a 27-14 victory.
On Oct. 29, we sponsored a table at the
Board of Directors:
Valley Teen Ranch charity auction event at
Debbie
Farr
Torninos. The theme of this year’s event was
Virginia Vick
“Animal Party”and our decorating chairperson,
Ollia Ridge
Ollia Ridge, really outdid herself with a beautiJohn Herrera
ful, jungle animal display. All proceeds of this
Jolene Mason
event benefit the kids at Valley Teen Ranch.
By Carla Hart

A Historic Event in the Ranchos Remembering a Fallen Warrior
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All pictures courtesy of Don Foster and Bill Whyman

Before the event got underway, the memorial placard was
covered with a red and black cloth emblazoned with the symbol
for those killed in action in service to their country.

The American Indian Veteran’s Association provided the
presentation of colors at the beginning of the event and stood
silently by throughout the presentation.

A stirring version of the Star Spangled Banner, and later a
rendition of God Bless America, was provided acapella by Briana Vick.

Madera County District 1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow was
the master of ceremonies for the event. It was his office that coordinated the dedication.

The parents of Sgt. Moncada, Raul Sr. and Obdulia, were
recognized by the crowd with an extended ovation in honor of
their sacrifice.

There was quite a crowd on hand at 11 o’clock in the morning on Nov. 17, including all of the local news programs, veterans, Ranchos community members and others.

The man who really pulled it all together, Ranchos resident
John Herrera. He started the ball rolling, made the contacts and
the next thing you knew we had a memorial for Sgt. Moncada.

The moment of truth when Sgt. Moncada’s daughter,
Priscila, had the honor of unveiling the marker for her father
as the Moncadas and the Liberty High band look on.

A first for Madera County. Sgt. Moncada’s memorial is the
first time a section of road has been dedicated to an individual.
All other dedicated roadways are state or federal highways.

Immediately following the presentation at Road 37 and Avenue 12, the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce opened its
doors for a reception for all attendees.

The beautiful fall weather made the tables setup outside of
the Chamber office a perfect place to enjoy a meal and reminisce about the life and service of Sgt. Moncada.

An unexpected surprise for the family was when their
daughter, “Alex” was able to show up, having just completed
her second tour of duty.

Click on “Local News” at
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for their sense of urgency. Not in the
best of moods, when I pushed
through the doors to find one lady
standing in line, I shouted, “Whoever owns the silver sedan out front,
your car is being ticketed and
towed.” Not my proudest moment,
but I consoled myself by taking her
place in line. As I watched her scurry
to the parking lot to try and save her
car, I figured that more than made up
for the three-block hike I had to take
because she never bothered to read
Parking for Dummies.
More Important?
It’s not that I don’t appreciate
time sensitive matters, or that people might have legitimate urgent
business, but who are you to say
your business is more urgent than
the person to your left? Protocol
and procedure are there for a reason; stand in line and wait your
turn. But sadly, the squeaky wheel
gets the grease in our culture and
the people with the patience of Job
tend to refrain from squeaking, even
when they have reason to. And as a
result they often get trampled by the
mob, which would just as soon go

over you than take the half second
to go around. At some point we have
to stop, look around and think:
would I be inconveniencing anyone
if I used four spaces instead of just
the one? Am I putting that other
driver out by swooping in and stealing the parking spot they are waiting for? Oops, I forgot, thinking
might take too long.
A parking lot is not a shoe clearance bin; you can’t just dive in all
willy nilly. A shoe to the head would
likely hurt and leave a mark, but running over someone is often fatal.
Note the subtle difference. Remember people, we are talking about big
dangerous machines driven by fallible, imperfect humans. A scary
enough combination when everyone
is paying attention; deadly when
someone is driving like a maniac and
someone else is texting behind the
wheel.
So I beg of you, this Christmas,
in the spirit of the season, please remember to be cautious, courteous,
watch out for other cars and pedestrians, and most importantly, for
goodness’ sake, those giant white
lines on the pavement are there for a
reason: they are not part of the decorating scheme.

11/11
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Hawk’s Girls’ Tennis Team Building a Legacy
When Greg Ruland and Bill Gor- ickson and Eunice Castro, who shared noff, Chloe Doyle and Jocelynn Herman got together 11 years ago as the No. 1 singles position this year and nandez.
coaches of the Liberty girls’ tennis were a dominating force at No. 1 douDoyle came back from a game
team, they knew they had to build from bles. Erickson and Castro were on the down in the second set in the Valley
the ground up.
court, as they were last year, when the Championship match at No. 5 singles
Fast forward 11 years and the pair No. 3 doubles team of Amanda for a 7-5 win to get the fourth win for
are celebrating their second straight Di- Matthews and Nicole Ray shook hands the Hawks.
vision V Central Section championship to signify a victory. It was the fifth for
“They are like my kids,” Gorman
with a group of girls they will have next the team and secured the Valley title. Er- said. “We take care of them. They are a
season as well.
ickson and Castro began celebrating be- fun group to coach.”
However, the more amazing
Like he has done for the last
fact is that none of the players on
10 seasons, Gorman will host a
this year’s Valley Championship
tennis camp over the summer
girls’ tennis team had picked up a
where all of next year’s Hawks
racket until they were freshmen
players will participate, and even
at Liberty.
future Hawks.
“We like being the behind“I look for players who have
the-scenes team,” Ruland said.
an athletic background,” Gorman
“We get kids that are hard-worksaid about finding diamonds in
ing and want to put the time and
the rough.
effort in. We saw that this year
“Eunice played shortstop in
with the best team I have ever
softball so I knew she had good
coached.”
footwork and a good swing,” GorLast season, the Hawks went
man said. “I tried to talk her into
The Liberty High Girls Tennis Team defeated Strathmore playing when she was a freshman,
on a Valley Championship run as
High on Nov. 3, 6-3 to win the Division V Valley Championship
the Cinderella team. As the third
but she didn’t come out. She
and remain undefeated for the season with a record of 17-0. Conseed, they knocked off second- gratulations to Coach Greg Ruland and all the girls for a superb came out last year and hasn’t
seeded Coalinga 5-4, and then performance this season. From left are Kinsey Carlson, Corrie stopped playing since.”
beat No. 4 seed Strathmore 5-4 in Talbert, Megan Lee, Jordyn DeChamplain, Nicole Ray, Amanda
Castro, who didn’t pick up a
the Valley Championship match. Matthews, Renee Ortega, Bethany Butchnoff, Julianna Wilson, Jo- racket until she was a sophomore,
And that was with a team full of celyn Hernandez, Eunice Castro, Chloe Doyle, Maritza Rivera says that her primary sport now is
sophomores. With basically his Medrano, Annie Erickson and Coach Ruland and Coach Gorman. tennis.
entire team returning this season,
“Hitting the ball hard is fun,”
expectations were high for the tennis fore a point was played and had to Castro said. “I get my strength from
team, although they weren’t on anyone’s double-check they were Valley Champi- softball.”
radar.
ons.
In the past 11 years, Ruland has had
The tennis team went undefeated in
“At least we were better than last just a handful of players that have come
17 matches this season. In fact, their year,” Erickson said. “This makes it out to the team with tennis experience.
closest win of the season came in the completely, 110 percent worth all the The last one Ruland had was Ann
Valley Championship match against work we have put in.”
Soghomonian, who graduated in 2009.
Strathmore where they won 6-3 and two
Last season, Erickson and Castro And she almost didn’t come out for the
of the losses came after the Hawks had began their celebration in the middle of team.
already clinched the title.
a point in No. 1 singles.
“I was in the office talking about
“They were a perfect group of
For the second year in row, the girls’ tennis team and Ann was in
girls,” Gorman said. “The chemistry on Matthews and Ray sewed up the Valley there,” Ruland said. “She said she didn’t
this team couldn’t be more perfect.”
Championship with a victory in No. 3 know that we had a team and I had to
The Hawks are loaded for next sea- doubles.
convince her to come out. At first, she
son as well as the top six players return
“This feels amazing,” Ray, a senior, wasn’t accepted by the team because she
next season.
said.
was so good, but after a while, she be“I tell the kids at the end of every
“She hit her ball long and it didn’t came an integral part of the team. “
year that each position is up for grabs register at first,” Matthews, also a senWith two straight Valley Champinext year,” Ruland said. “It’s up to them ior, said. “It’s amazing.”
onships under their belts, the Liberty
to put in the work to get better.”
Also returning next season will be Hawk girls’ tennis team is primed to add
Leading the Hawks were Annie Er- Jordyn DeChamplain, Bethany Buch- a third straight next season.

Create a LHS
Scholarship
On May 31, 2012, the next graduating class of Liberty High will leave our
Hawk’s nest destined to fulfill their college dreams. However, many of these
graduates face the daunting challenge of
figuring out how to pay for rising costs of
attending college and we need your help.
Liberty High School would like to
extend an opportunity to the members of
the community to establish a scholarship
fund, which will promote the attainment
of our graduates’ post-high school goals.
The creation of these scholarship funds
will support the continued growth and educational opportunities for Liberty High’s
graduating seniors and the future professionals of this community.
It’s not too late to establish a scholarship fund for the Class of 2012. If you
or someone you know is interested in donating a one-time or annual scholarship
opportunity to support college-bound students of Liberty High, please contact
Karie Hannigan, Scholarship Coordinator, at 645-3500 extension 2003 or email
khannigan@gvusd.k12.ca.us by January
13.

GVUSD Calendar
District wide
Dec. 19-Jan. 7 - No school- Winter break
Sierra View Elementary
Dec. 8 - Parent Club meeting
Dec. 15 - Winter Program
Webster Elementary
Dec. 2 - Intermural Game with Sierra View
at Webster (football and volleyball)
Dec. 7 - Character Counts event
Dec. 14 - Winter Program
Ranchos Middle School
Dec. 7-8 - Drama Production
Dec. 13 - Band Concert
Liberty High School
Dec. 3 - Winter Formal
Dec. 8 - Band/Choir Winter Concert
Dec. 9 - Winter Food Fair

Click on “Local News” at
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Middle School Enjoys Fall Food Fair

Business Review

were sold very cheaply at one ticket each.
They were sold by the Photography Club.
There were two different kinds of
candy apples for
sale, caramel and
cinnamon.
The
Dance Club sold
cinnamon apples
for two tickets and
sold caramel apples for three tickTop Foods
ets.
According to
“The cinnamon
the students, the top
apples were less
two favorite foods
popular than the
were the Pizza Faccaramel apples so
tory breadsticks and
A group of students at Ranchos Middle
they offered those at
the Otter Pops.
School enjoy the fall food fair.
a lower price,” said
The
Drama
Class sold breadsticks for four tickets Carissa Miller, vice president of the
($2) for a half order. They sold full orders Dance Club.
The Ranchos Food Fair was a fun
for eight tickets. The breadsticks were the
most expensive item at the food fair, but time for students and staff. Some students
are already saving up for those Pizza Facone of the best.
The Otter Pops, on the other hand, tory breadsticks.

Brewing Up a New Ranchos Spot

At the first food fair of the year, the
quad was abuzz with hungry students
looking for the best food and a fun time.
This year, there
were more booths
than before. With
many booths meant
many choices of
goodies and snacks.

Boys vs. Girls at RMS Spirit Rally
On October 28, the boys faced off against the girls in a rally. The Girls came out on
top.
In the first event, the girls held up in a game called The Human Chair. In the Cheeto
Toss, Mrs. Forester and Coach Norris donned a shower cap and covered it in shaving
cream. Both teams tried to toss cheetos onto the shaving cream and the boys came out on
top by two.
In the Make-up My Gender game, two boys and two girls were dressed in the opposite gender. The girls came out on top. Jackon Watts and Eddie Green dressed up as girls
and Karissa McFerrin and Kaylee Saar dressed as boys.
With the girls leading 2-1, the heel race was next. Each gender put on a pair of high
heels and took off running. The boys took the victory and tied up the rally.
In the game called Suicides, the boys and girls got geared up in heels and backpacks.
The girls took the victory and ruled the rally.

TV Weatherman Visits Webster
Kristi Forshee’s Webster Elementary class swering a variety of questions about weather from
the students. He
got a surprise
also taught the stuwhen ABC-30
dents about what
weatherman
causes weather,
Kevin Musso paid
how meteorolothe class a visit.
gists
predict
The local meteorweather and the
ologist showed a
various parts that
video to the class
make up a thundepicting the difderstorm. He also
ferent types of
explained how elweather that can
evation affects the
be seen right here
weather to answer
in the San Joaquin
a student’s quesValley.
“We were
ABC 30 weatherman Kevin Musso spent more than tion about why it
surprised to learn an hour talking to Kristi Forshee’s Webster Elementary snows
at
that we have had classroom about weather.
Chukchansi.
snow, floods and
“We had a
even tornadoes,” Forshee said.
great time with Mr. Musso and look forward to
Musso spent an hour in the classroom an- seeing him on Channel 30,” Forshee said.

www.The Ranchos.com

Danny and Audra Damore are the Coffee Spot. Watch for an announcement
proud owners of the newest business in the about “Open Mic” Night for musicians and
Madera Ranchos. The Coffee Spot is located poets who would like to perform.
at 37164 Avenue 12 Suite 102, next to SubThe Coffee Spot’s hours of operation
way.
are Monday through Friday from 6:30 a.m.
The Coffee Spot is proud to serve fresh to 7 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunroasted coffee from the Santa Cruz Roasting day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Company, and they hand brew it while you
Audra and Danny have lived in the
wait. In addiRanchos for 2
tion to all the
½ years and
different cofthey are the
fees, specialty
proud parents
coffees and teas
of two beautiful
they serve frapdaughters, Julia
puccinos,
age 10 and Vicsmoothies and
toria age 9.
ice cream from
Both daughters
Superior Dairy.
attend Webster
There are sevElementary
eral special flaSchool. They
vors available
enjoy being injust for the holivolved in the
day season like
local Girl Scout
Pumpkin Spice,
Troop and just
Peppermint
completed
a
Latte and Egg
shoe box drive
Nog.
where they colThe Coffee Spot owner, Danny Damore, will make lected over 50
Danny and
Audra had al- your coffee just how you like it, providing you like it deli- boxes of shoes.
cious, whether hot or cold.
ways
talked
They are now
about wanting to
collecting
open a coffee
blankets to doshop and when
nate for Christthe opportunity
mas and their
arose at this locaTroop is looktion they jumped
ing for nomiat it. “We felt the
nations for a
Ranchos needed
local family to
not only a coffee
receive a speshop but a place
cial Christmas
where everyone
surprise from
in the commuthe Troop. You
nity could gather
can pick up a
to talk about
nomination
school projects
form at The
or fundraising
Coffee Spot.
projects,” Audra
Danny is
said. She recalls,
the artist in the
“Growing up in
He
Hurst Hardware owner Cheryl Hurst knows what it family.
Santa Cruz and takes to get going in the morning and The Coffee Spot is sings with a
having a coffee glad to oblige.
rock
group
shop
where
called “South
everyone felt comfortable just hanging out and of Sanity.” The band has played at the
sipping coffee with friends. The type of spot Whiskey-A-Go-Go in Los Angeles and perwhere high school kids could meet after school forms at the Starline Theatre in Fresno.
to visit or go to use the free wi-fi service. A Danny also paints and has painted some of
place where everyone feels safe and welcome.” his own artwork currently displayed at The
On weekends they have fresh donuts Coffee Spot.
and pastries and they would love to have
Stop by, have a cup of coffee and
local artists display their work inside The say hi.
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“Three Sisters” Wants Visitors
By Verlaine Elinburg
The “Three Sisters” (squash,
beans and corn) is a demonstration
garden located behind the Madera
Community College Center,
30277 Ave. 12, Madera. The garden is a two acre plot of land designed by Robert Boro. The
acreage was donated by State Center Community College District.
The Master Gardeners broke
ground in March of 2010 after a
The donated playhouse was obviously the best
memorandum was drawn up between the State Center, Madera part of the Three Sisters Demonstration Garden for
County UC Cooperative Extension these discerning visitors.
and the Master Gardeners. The
Master Gardeners will cultivate and maintain the Three Sisters Demonstration Garden.
The garden is divided into different sections, including the ornamental trees, fruit
trees and California native plants. The Girl Scout troop from the Madera Ranchos raised
money for the California native plants section and planted them under the supervision
of the Master Gardeners.
There is also a two-part rose garden, the children’s garden and a corn maze. A
dream playhouse was donated by
Shirley Mariel, completing the
section of the garden. A ribbon cutting on November 4 was spearheaded by Jill Cholewa to
commemorate the sections that
were finished. Madera County
District 1 Supervisor Frank
Bigelow was present for the celebration.
The Master Gardeners have
an ongoing time period of approximately four years to complete
The people who helped make the Three Sisters their project. The plan is to have
Demonstration Garden a reality, your Madera County wildlife, butterfly, seasonal and
Master Gardeners.
perennial gardens. There will be
sections for herbs, vegetables and
vines and sustainable landscapes. The “Three Sisters” represent a Native American
legend in which corn, beans and squash are three inseparable sisters that must be
planted together to thrive. The stalk of corn provides a pole for the bean vines to climb
and the beans stabilize the corn plants and improve the soil. Squash, the shortest and
the youngest sister, squashes out the weeds.
The Three Sisters received a grant from Chukchansi that made the purchase of
trees, plants and other necessary
items to make the demonstration
garden possible. The Master Gardeners’ only other fundraiser is the
annual Spring Garden Tours.
The Master Gardener plan is
to host demonstrations and teach
classes for Madera residents to
learn to grow and maintain plants
that thrive in this area. Madera
Ranchos residents are encouraged to travel the few miles
down the road and visit the Three
Sisters Demonstration Garden at
Every area is a play area when you have the right
the Madera Community College attitude, as these young visitors to the Three Sisters
Center.
Demonstration Garden showed.

Deputy Stops to Help, Jails All Three
Three people attempting to change a flat tire toward the beginning of the month are now behind bars
-- captured during their rush hour commute on Avenue
12 near Highway 41. Arrested were 54-year-old Hannie Eugene Rice of Oakhurst, 21-year-old Randall
Carlson of Fresno and 22-year-old Heather Ballinger
of Madera.
According to reports, Deputy Sheriff Ian Roth
was heading west on Avenue 12 roughly a quarter of
a mile west of Highway 41 when he spotted a Saturn
4-door on the shoulder. Deputy Roth pulled over to
render assistance when he discovered the Saturn 4door was reported stolen out of Fresno.
Arrested were 54-year-old
Additional Deputies
Hannie Eugene Rice of Oakhurst ...
arrived on the scene to
assist Deputy Roth. Inside the stolen vehicle they seized U.S. currency, a
digital scale, small plastic bags and marijuana. A
check on Rice showed he was on bail for drug related
sales and was also carrying an expired medical marijuana card.
Probation, Drugs, Fraud, Stolen Property
Carlson was on probation for drugs and found to
be in possession of a glass smoking pipe commonly
used to smoke Methamphetamine and Ballinger
... 22-year-old Heather was wanted on a no-bail
Ballinger of Madera ...
warrant for fraud out of
Fresno. Ballinger remains jailed without bail. She was booked on the outstanding warrant for fraud, as well as suspicion of
attempting to buy/sell stolen property. Carlson is also
being held without bail. He was booked on attempt to
buy/sell stolen property, possession of marijuana,
possession of a controlled substance, and transportation of marijuana
Rice is accused of committing a felony while out
on bail, attempting to buy/sell stolen property, pos... and 21-year-old Randall
session of marijuana and transporting marijuana. His Carlson of Fresno when their
stolen Saturn got a flat.
bail was set at $25,000.

Click on “Local News” at
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

11/11

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

559-645-5320
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

559-268-6650
call Tom and Maria at

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
11/11

Lic. #PLS 5815
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36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

Are you on the Cain Train ... Still?
Rick Perry until you learned about his immigration policy in Texas. Or you may think that
Newt Gingrich is proving himself to be the
most qualified and capable candidate. You
may think that Cain is going to have too much
baggage going forward. Or you might feel that
immigration is not a big deal or that Newt is
past his prime or that what doesn’t ruin HerBy Serafin Quintanar
man Cain only makes him stronger.
If nothing else, this primary continues to
If the Republican presidential primary be exciting. That is a healthy thing for this imrace has reminded us of anything, it is that portant time in our nation’s history.
If you haven't already, please take the
things can change in an instant and that nothing is a sure thing in politics. Take a look at the time to join us.We would appreciate your presonce GOP savior, Rick Perry, who imploded ence allowing you the opportunity to discuss
after looking like he was invincible.Then there current issues, ideas or just listen. These eduis the painfully hard to watch decline of cational meetings keep us well-equipped with
Michele Bachmann.The latest sensation, Her- facts and banish the many untruths that are
man Cain, was written off as having no chance consistently spread throughout the mainstream
at all and then he shot to the top seemingly media. A recent example is the unknown culovernight. However, now that he is under the prits who have encouraged women to try and
microscope, he may be the next victim in the damage Herman Cain's reputation and campolls. Regardless, another sensation from the paign. Who convinced these women to come
forward after 15
“written off” cateyears, the despicable
gory may be in the
Gloria
wings ready to take
The point of all this is that we lawyer,
Allred?
Would
Cain’s place at the
should all do our own research
someone or group
top: Newt Gingrich.
Gingrich has been and come to our own conclusions pay her to do it? This
steadily climbing in about each candidate’s principles, shell game is often
the polls week after proposed policies and his or her played to steer us
week.
viability in the general election. away from facts. We
Regardless of
However, we should also keep an have many important
issues to discuss rewho the flavor of the
month is, one thing is open mind and not get emotionally garding our country’s survival than
certain: we won’t attached to only one candidate.
this ridiculous sensaknow who the Retionalism. The depublican nominee
will be until the actual voting starts in Iowa and bate between Cain and Gingrich had substance
beyond.The first four states may very well de- and not this typical media drivel.
termine who will go against Obama in 2012,
Madera Tea Party Chapter Meetings
but then again anything can happen.
The November 17th meeting presented
The point of all this is that we should all
do our own research and come to our own guest speaker Sam Paredes of the Gun Owners
conclusions about each candidate’s principles, of California who talked about the 2ndAmendproposed policies and his or her viability in the ment rights and confrontational politics.
Meetings are held on the third Thursday
general election. However, we should also
keep an open mind and not get emotionally at- of each month at 6 p.m. at Di Cicco's, 516 So.
tached to only one candidate. It might be a bet- “I” Street in Madera. Next meeting is Decemter idea, both practically and emotionally, to ber 15. Confirm meeting dates on the Central
narrow down our top three choices and make Valley Tea Party website at www.centralvala decision ahead of time that we’d be happy leyteaparty.com.
For more information contact Madera
with any of those three being the nominee. At
the same time, we can support our favorite Ranchos Tea Party Coordinator John Smedley
candidate, but not do so with blind passion and by e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net or call
emotion. We should be open to learning more him at 559-645-7031. Or you can email
about any candidate: the good, the bad and the MaderaTea Party Coordinator Rick Farinelli at
richardfarinelli@sbcglobal.net or call him at
ugly.
There is nothing wrong with switching 559-706-5386.
In Madera and beyond we hope you had
who you support if you learn new information
that makes you like or dislike a certain candi- a wonderful Thanksgiving. We wish everyone
date more than how you felt about them be- a Merry Christmas with the promise of having
fore. For example, you may have really like "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness"!
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Mexican cartels, as well as landlords who are
being threatened with property seizure if they
rent or lease to a medicinal marijuana dispensary. The stepped-up enforcement appears to
be a major escalation in the Obama administration’s bid to rein in the explosive spread of
medical marijuana outlets that was accelerated by the announcement that federal prosecutors would not target people using medical
marijuana in states that allow it.
Many think the feds are surprised at how
much land, especially in northern California,
is being used for marijuana growing, and they
realize they can start seizing these properties
and turn it into federal land. Federal forfeiture
can take two or three years before it goes to
court, but meanwhile you lose all your property. The latest letters have baffled the state’s
medical marijuana activists, who believe the
president has broken his word. “Obama says,
‘Yes.’The conservatives say, ‘No.’So they get
together and huddle and they settle on ‘no,’”
said William G. Panzer, an Oakland lawyer
who helped draft the state’s medical marijuana initiative. “The Obama administration
has been incredibly disappointing on this
issue. It's just the latest evidence that despite
early signs from the Obama administration
that it wasn't going to interfere with the right
of states to allow the medical use of marijuana, nothing could be further from the truth.
By going after landowners, they can grab a
bunch of land, make a bunch of money, and
save face politically by saying, 'Hey, we're not
going after sick patients or arresting little old
ladies – we're going after rich landlords.'"
California's top law enforcement official
Attorney General Kamala Harris stated that
while, "An overly broad federal enforcement
campaign will make it more difficult for legitimate patients to access physician-recommended medicine in California ambiguities in
the law must be resolved either by the state
Legislature or the courts."

A Passion for Roasting Coffee Comes to the Ranchos
coffee. They have worked on fundraisers with the Liberty High
School Girls’ Basketball team, who sold their favorite flavors of
“Fabiano’s Coffee, Inc. is open for business in the Brick- chocolate macadamia, French vanilla, vanilla cream and a
yard Business Center in the Rolling Hills area of Madera,” said breakfast blend coffee. The coffee was sold at both basketball
Fabiano DeSousa. “Fabiano’s Coffee Inc. takes pride in bring- and football games.
ing you quality you can taste. We’ve searched the world to find
Fabiano’s is proud to say they have entered into a partnerthe finest coffees and brought them home to you.”
ship with California State University, Fresno. The CSUF stuThe coffee business is truly a family affair for the DeS- dents have developed their own blend of coffee which is sold
ousas. Karen and husband Jim DeSousa have been involved in at the CSUF Store bearing their brand name. Fabiano’s Coffee,
the coffee industry for many years.
Inc. is also sold at the Farmer’s MarKaren DeSousa was once named the
ket on Blackstone and Shaw on
number one woman salesperson in
Wednesdays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
the entire coffee industry while she
and again on Saturdays from 7 a.m.
was employed by United Coffee in
to noon. Crafter’s Cove in the Ranthe Bay area. She worked there for
chos is carrying the Fabiano’s
over 35 years. The DeSousa family
brands and during the holidays Fabioriginally
operated
Fabiano’s
ano’s creates custom gift baskets to
Espresso and Roasting Company in
your specifications. These gift bas1992 in Clovis. They closed that
kets range in price from $10 to $250,
business when they opened the
depending on what is included in
Madera Roasting company on Januthem.
ary 1 of this year. The business is
“We have great customers that
truly a family business with anymake our job very pleasant. We
where from three to 10 family memenjoy putting a smile on people’s
bers working at the shop at any time,
faces every morning,” DeSousa said.
depending on the season and the de“Our mission is to create a new cusmands for coffees from all over the
tomer every time someone enjoys a
world.
cup of our coffee.” Fabiano's roasts
Fabiano's is a premier coffee
the finest coffees of the world and
roaster. “Our goal is to procure the
they ship them directly to their cusbest quality Arabica coffees from
tomers to guarantee they receive the
Where all great coffee begins: at the roaster. It’s here
around the world, roast them to perfreshest beans for the most flavorful
that Fabiano’s master roasters bring all of their skills to
fection, and sell it to the most presti- make world class coffees.
cup of coffee. “We offer many
gious restaurants, coffee houses and
choices including decaffeinated coffarmers' markets, batch by batch,” DeSousa said. Relying on fees, certified organic coffees, certified decaffeinated organic
their trained senses, he said that their master roasters keep watch coffees, blended coffees, flavored coffees and holiday flavored
on the coffee, listening for the beans to pop and continually test- coffees,” he said.
ing samples to check the aroma and color. Only when the beans
Orders can be placed online by visiting their website at
are at their peak are they released into cooling trays.
www.fabianoscoffee.com and fundraising opportunities, like the
In addition to their roasting skills, Fabiano’s Coffee offers successful ones many schools, churches, athletic organizations
a unique fundraising opportunity to help nonprofit organizations and clubs have held by using their coffees, can be developed by
earn money. The nonprofit group is able to select their own fla- contacting Karen at karen@fabianoscoffee.com. For more invors of coffee and they create their own private labels for the formation you can call Fabiano’s Coffee, Inc. at 559-222-1716.
By Christi McKinney
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4-H Club Not Slowing Down
The Sierra Shadows 4-H club would
like to express a heartfelt THANK YOU
to all who supported the club's car wash
fundraiser which was held on Oct. 22 at
the Ranchos Market. The club would like

to thank the Ranchos Market for allowing
us to hold the car wash fundraiser in their
parking lot. We would also like to thank
Napa Auto Parts for donating the soap.
We appreciate it and we also appreciate
the support from our community.
The swine project had a meeting this
past month. The swine leader barbecued
pork sausage for the group, which tasted
fantastic. The leader also showed the
swine members the items/equipment they
would need for showmanship. We will
also need these items and others for any
upcoming fairs we will be participating
in.
The rabbit project held its monthly
meeting which was very interesting. The

group viewed and handled the heart, liver,
kidneys and intestines of a rabbit. They
were also able to view them under a microscope. We also discussed the anatomy
and skeletal system of a rabbit.
The community pride project held
its monthly meeting and worked on cutting blankets which were finished at the
November community club meeting. The
"blankets" are a community service project for the Sierra Shadows 4-H club. The
club hopes to donate 20 blankets to the
Ronald McDonald House for Christmas.
The members also donate spare change
to the Heifer International and soda pop
tabs to the Ronald McDonald House. We
also work with “Kids for Recycling”

with Diana VanWagenen. Thank you
Diana for all that you do for us.
Many of the members have started
studying for the small animal expo and
large animal expo.
Youth between the ages of 9 to 18
years old may join 4-H. To join for this 4H year, you will need to join before January 1.
The Sierra Shadows 4-H club leader
is Terri Fernandez, who can be reached at
645-4836 or at trrfernandez@yahoo.com.
The next club meeting will be the December meeting and will be the annual Christmas party on Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. at the Sierra
View Elementary School cafeteria. Hope
to see you there.
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Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in
touch with what’s happening in the Madera Ranchos?

Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com

Page 22

Classified
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 40
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
repairs and leathers. Fast
service. NEW ADDRESS &
PHONE
NUMBER:
36733
Av e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

Construction
New construction, remodels,
room additions, barns and
patios. Call 559-970-4476
or 559-645-4033.

istered
13-year-old
mare
$900; '73 Jet Boat 19 1/2 ft.
deep v-hull. Runs Great.
$1,500. Call 645-8521.

rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

F o r S a l e - F i n e T h i n g s Wa re h o u s e - N E W S TO C K D A I LY 7 5 % o ff r e t a i l . C h r i s t m a s i s c o m ing - are you ready? New hours.
O p e n M o n d a y, Tu e s d a y a n d T h u r s day from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday from 10 a.m to 6 p.m.
3 7 3 4 1 Av e . 1 6 - C a l l 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 .

Free Recyclables Pickup -- KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of
household paper, plastics, tin, glass,
aluminum and cardboard. Funds
support Ranchos Seniors, library,
schools and 4H. Info call Recycle
Gal 999-6832 or 645-1048.

Gutter Services

Recyclables Pick Up

Tr a c t o r / Tre n c h i n g S e r v i c e s

The Gutter Doctor specializing
in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor
Pinnacle Carpet Care and
- Repair Maintenance. 29 years
Upholstery
FREE
estiworking in the area. Call 559mates. FREE stain protection
822-2759.
with any purchase. Tile, aggregate, showers, Pebble
T e c . G o l d e n Va l l e y C h a m b e r Housecleaning
Member, BBB, references.
Housec leaning Service - Have
Call Bruce at 676-0760.
your house spring cleaned all year
long. Experience, responsible, honFor Rent
est. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Bobcat Work - Drilling Post Holes Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. Tractor
Work - Discing - Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding - Roll
Off Box. Call Neal at 645-1200 or
285-8211.

Home for Rent
mobile home.
month. Corner
Colorado. Pets
at 706-0301.

Wanted

Floor/Upholstery Care

- 2 bdrm, 2 bath
Rent $800 per
o f Av e . 1 1 a n d
OK. Call agent

For Sale
For Sale - Portable Basketball Backboard - Spalding
polycarbonite
backboard
with all the features. Bought
this new one year ago for
$250, hurt my knee and
haven’t used it since. First
$150 takes it. Call (cell)
9 0 5 - 8 3 11 .
For Sale - Refrigerator Whirlpool - Stainless Steel
side by side, ice/water disp e n s e r. $ 7 0 0 o r b e s t o ff e r.
Wa s h e r / D r y e r - W h i r l p o o l W h i t e . P r o p a n e r e a d y. $ 3 0 0 .
each. Located in Ranchos.
Call cell 661-333-2771.

Housecleaning Services - Ranchos Area. Reliable, references,
reasonable rates. Job includes:
All house duties except windows. Call for rates or have
questions? 559-412-1605.
Housecleaning - 20 years experience. Honest, reliable, references. Call Rachael at 822-3330.

Tractor Work - House pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476 or 559645-4033.

WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR
CARS, TRUCKS, RVs, AND TRAILERS!!! CALL 559-375-3432.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out.
Screen, track and sills included. Remove hard water stain on home windows, shower doors and car
windows. Cobweb removal available. Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates. SENIOR
DISCOUNT!

TO ADVERTISE
TODAY
CALL 645-0634
The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap.
Only $10 for each
25 words.

SUDOKU

Lost and Found
Missing goat - Lost in the area
of Bonadelle and 35 1/2. Brown
and white male. Call 975-7569.

Painting Services
Painting Services - 40 years of
experience. Licensed and ins u re d . F r a n k K r a m e r E x t e r i o r s .
L i c . # 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

Services
Gerald
F o r S a l e - P o o l T a b l e - Yo u Painting
m o v e $ 2 0 0 ; 8 f t . C a m p e r Scheffing & Son Painting. 40
s h e l l , l i k e n e w $ 1 , 1 0 0 ; R e g - years experience. Interior & Exte-

©2011 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
DAVID PARKER

Nancy Watson

Realtor®

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.davidparker.info

645-5000

490-1989

www.nancywatson.net

11/11

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
11/11

DRE#: 01323109

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!
11/11

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!

• 100% Financing
• No Mortgage Insurance
• Seller Can Assist With
Closing Cost
• 30 Year Fixed rate Loan

If you're facing the possibility of losing your home to
foreclosure and are not sure what might be available to you,
please call me. As a CDPE (Certified Distressed Property
Expert) I will go over the latest information to help you
make a good decision.

Patty Grissom • (559)256-0533 • cell (559)307-7611

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Loan Officer • hablo español • NMLS #350159 • DRE #01883473

Resource Lenders, Inc.
7330 N. Palm Ave. Suite 106
Fresno, CA 93711

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson
Century 21 C.Watson

patty@resourcelenders.com
www.HomeLoansByPatty.com

7520 North Palm • Fresno

11/11

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

11/11

11/11

11/11

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

www.maderahomes.com
You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

www.The Ranchos.com

DRE #00329063

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent

11/11

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890
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VELVET TOUCH

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
Clark’s Performance
• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clark

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

645-1578
Jo-De DRILLING

Interlocking Pavers

nothing outlasts pavers!
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

442-1999
Lic. #306511

LIC

.#

93

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770
• Team Program
• Kinder Gym

• Tumble Tots
• Adult Boot Camp
• Birthday Parties

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947
LIC. #837274

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

INSURED
LIC. #273099

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

645-6630

37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

• Open Gym
• Field Trips
• Cheer

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

559-447-1609

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior

Diana J. Tucker

381-5879 559-454-8060

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

WHAT CAN YOU
GET FOR $25?
How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

645-TREE

(8733)

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

Dog Gone
Cute Store

CRONIN MARINE

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Color Matching

Auto & Truck Parts

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.
Retired FPD 26 yr.
Certifications:
A+/Network +
Ca. Lic.#79328
Microsoft Cerified Pro

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal

B&M

• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

(559) 917-4507

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
FRANK KRAMER

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE

35

FREE ESTIMATES!

sin
1970ce

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

24

Need
Construction?

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

Pet Nutrition
Novelties & Necessities
Grooming

645-PETS

37193 Avenue 12 #3A • Madera Ranchos, CA 93636
Open Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

• Aluminum
Screen
• Fiberglass
Screen
• Pet
Grilles
• Specialty
Screening

repair

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY
Since
1964

645-1977
Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
Professional Pet Care
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+
call
Sandra Oliver
559-240-3556
or
Jackie Jones
559-232-1352

Specializing in Livestock
• 5-Star Rated Company • Supplies • Tile Clean
• Flat Rate Pricing • Green Cleans • Service
• Repairs • Portable

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 9AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

Located in Madera Ranchos in Maywood Center
37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969
WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

4for1

FINE THINGS
WAREHOUSE

Private Shopper
Purchase Power ...
BEST KEPT SECRET
Crazy Savings
Large variety of
75% OFF
gift choices ...
entire warehouse
(formerly Fine Things)
BRING THIS COUPON

KIDS 4
RECYCLING

Beat the no $$$ woes
...more 4 less!

Shop Til U Drop!
OPEN
M-T-Th 3 p.m.- 7 p.m.
Sa-Su 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

37341 Ave. 16 • Madera Ranchos • 559-999-6832

General
Machining
• Cylinder Boring
• Cylinder Honing
• Cylinder Re-sleeve
• Valve Re-facing
Surfacing
• Motorcycles •
ATVs • Jet Skis
• Boats • Cars

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) This is a good time to let that intrepid Aries temperament take
charge. Your strong leadership will help settle those still-unresolved situations. Support comes from a
surprising source.

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

MZC
• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication

JEAN BRINER
Today!

call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your problem-solving talents shine as you move to cool down heated
emotions. You also inspire trust in all parties when you act with careful consideration of their feelings.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) That long-delayed commitment begins to look better to you. But
there's still a crucial fact or two you need to know about it. A health problem needs to be taken care of.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Don't waste time trying to learn why someone you relied on is
wavering in his or her support of your stand on a workplace issue. Move on with the help of more
steadfast allies.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Relationships enter a brighter period, both at home and in the workplace.
Prospects also look good for single Leos and Leonas, who can expect a welcome visit from Cupid.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Those mixed signals that were complicating your life
are giving way now to clear, definitive guidelines. This makes it easier for you to weigh your options
and make decisions.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Ask your partner for an explanation of what seems
to be a sign of strain in your relationship. The sooner you understand the problem, the sooner you can
both act to resolve it.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A new challenge in the workplace holds an
exciting promise for the future. But be aware of the fact that you haven't been told about all the demands
you might have to meet.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your financial picture brightens as you get
into sorting out realistic goals and those that are not reachable at this time. "Caution" remains your
fiscal watchword.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You're deep into your new project, and that's just
fine. But don't neglect your family and friends. Spending time with people you care for is always a wise
investment.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Past feelings are suddenly reawakened. This could
make you emotionally vulnerable. Be careful about decisions you might be asked to make at this time.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You've come to a place where you'll be facing important
decisions that can affect your future. Rely on your strong moral compass to guide you toward making
the right choices.

Born this Week

You're gifted with both natural wisdom and wit -- a good
combination for success as a writer, a teacher and,
most importantly, a parent.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MUSIC: What artist is the subject of
a 1970s Don McLean song that begins,
"Starry, starry night"?
2. HISTORY: When and where did the
first African slaves arrive in America?
3. ANIMATION: What was the name
of the craggy peak overlooking
Whoville in "How the Grinch Stole
Christmas"?
4. MEASUREMENTS: What is absolute
zero measured in Celsius?
5. MOVIES: What was the home planet
of the "Transformers" alien robots
(2007) who came to Earth?
6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a
baby horse called?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which U.S.
president proposed the Great Society?
8. LITERATURE: Who wrote "The
Canterbury Tales" in the late 14th century?
9. MEDICAL: What is the tine test used
to diagnose?
10. SCIENCE: What elements were discovered by Pierre and Marie Curie?

Answers
1. Vincent Van Gogh
2. 1619 (Jamestown, Virginia)
3. Mount Crumpit
4. -273 degrees
5. Cybertron
6. A foal
7. Lyndon Johnson
8. Geoffrey Chaucer
9. Tuberculosis
10. Polonium and radium
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

by Dave T. Phipps

www.The Ranchos.com

Super Crossword
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SEMCU
REGULAR MEETING

11/11

Monday, December 19 at 6:30 p.m.
Ranchos Pizza Factory
SEMCU is looking for new members and
volunteers to join the SEMCU committees
dealing with water, schools, parks,
library, roads and grants. The grant
writing classes SEMCU recently sponsored
have already started. Please look for more
information in the near future.

