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On Tuesday, Nov. 14 at
some time between midnight
and 4 a.m., the Valero gas
station at 37047 Ave. 12 was
broken into and was robbed.
Madera County Sheriff ’s
department stated that they
responded to an alarm from
the station and when they
arrived discovered the front
door glass had been broken
out and the contents of the
convenience store had been
disturbed. They determined
that the cash register had
been stolen with an undis-
closed amount of money.

The sheriff ’s depart-
ment had no other informa-
tion but said that the case is
open and still under investi-
gation.

Ranchos Valero
Station Robbed

The Rolling Hills Home-
owners’ Association met on
Thursday, Nov. 16 for a full
agenda of items, but it was water
that was on everyone’s mind. At
question is an aging water sys-
tem that services the approxi-
mate 350 residential parcels in
the area around Highway 41 that
stretches from Ave. 12 to
Children’s Hospital. Several
homeowners saw the writing on
the wall three years ago when
groups were formed to investi-
gate solutions and costs to fix the
system, but those efforts were
not acted upon. Today, the water
system is worsening and the
costs have gone up considerably
since 2003, some estimating
from the original $1.7 million to
possibly $5 million today.

A special election will be
held in March 2007 for property
owners and, if approved, con-
struction could begin within a
year. If it’s rejected, the project
dies and the situation, presum-
ably, will worsen.

By Randy Bailey

In an absolute heartbreak of
a game, the Firebaugh Eagles
scored a go-ahead touchdown
with less than a minute left to
play and brought to an end an
unbelievable season for the
Liberty High Hawks with a score
of 35-31.

In front of a crowd estimated
in the thousands, the Division V
Semifinal game was played on
Friday, Nov. 17 between the #1
ranked Hawks and the #4 ranked
Eagles. But this game meant
more than being just a step closer
to the ultimate division champi-
onship. In what many considered
to be a storybook season in which
Liberty High beat opponents
mercilessly into the ground with
scores like 56-7, 49-6 and 41-8,
the only team that beat them their
entire season was Firebaugh, and
at that the best Firebaugh could
do was eke out only four more
points than Liberty. With that
win, although Liberty had more
overall victories than Firebaugh,
they were tied in their conference
games at 4-1 each and that gave
Firebaugh the #1 spot in the
Northwest Sierra League.

This game was about much
more than getting to the finals; it
was about payback.

The game truly was a study
of two different games. There
was the first half game, com-
pletely dominated by Liberty
with a score of 28-6 at halftime.
Firebaugh scored once in the first
quarter after Liberty had already
scored two touchdowns, the first
a 19-yard run by Brandon
Graham and the second a 50-yard
run by Donovan Tessmer.
Firebaugh didn’t enter the end-
zone again until the third quarter
of play.

But this is a story of two
football games played that night.
In the second half, Firebaugh did
score a touchdown ... and then
another, and another, and another.
And all the while this was hap-
pening, all the second half
Liberty High Hawks could put on
the board was one 40-yard
Brandon Schlueter field goal.

But there’s more to
Firebaugh’s second half magic
and Liberty’s second half implo-
sion than meets the eye.

For most of the game, the
officiating was right on.
However, in the fourth quarter
Liberty had its wind knocked out
with three pass interference calls
in a row, advancing Firebaugh 45
yards in three plays and placing
them on the Liberty 2 yard line
from where they scored. These
calls came after an 80-yard

Liberty touchdown was called
back for holding.

But more importantly, after
the flags were thrown there was a
palpable change in Liberty’s
defensive secondary. “Gun shy”
would not be too strong of an
adjective. After the penalties
Liberty started to give the
Firebaugh receivers more than
enough room and Firebaugh, to
their credit, exploited it.

And exploit it they did. In
the first half, Firebaugh’s quarter-
back Alex Gutierrez’ passing
numbers were MIA, but by the
end of the second half he had
amassed 159 yards by complet-
ing 11 of 21 passes.

Liberty’s strength was its
running game. Graham ended the
night with 183 yards rushing on
17 carries, for an average of
almost 11 yards per carry. Talk

about a first down machine.
Graham’s rushing alone was
within 23 yards of the total rush-
ing yards for Firebaugh’s entire
team. When you add in Donovan
Tessmer’s 4 carries for 75 yards,
the ground was controlled by
Liberty.

In an interesting twist,
Friday’s game was the second
time this year that Firebaugh beat
Liberty High by only 4 points.

What a season. Liberty High
has made us all incredibly proud.
Most kids go through four years
of mediocrity and look back on it
and call it their high school years.
This team will be able to look
back on a season that went fur-
ther than any other Liberty foot-
ball team and also set an incredi-
bly high standard for those
returning lettermen next year.

We can’t wait.

Planning Committee Meets
For New Ranchos Library
By Julie Hale

On Wednesday, Nov. 15, the
first meeting was held to start up a
committee to work toward the
goal of building a new library for
the Ranchos area. The current
library is located in leased space in
the Maywood shopping center on
Avenue 12 at Maywood. The first
meeting was attended by 27 inter-
ested Ranchos residents.
Committee officers elected were
Mark Swan, who will chair the
committee; Stephen Bibler, who
was elected as the co-chair; Julie
Hale, who was elected as secre-

tary; and Cheryl Harvat, who was
elected as Treasurer. There was
also discussion that the committee
will start up as an ad-hoc commit-
tee which will be associated with
the “Friends of the Library” group.
This will allow the committee to
take advantage of the already
established non-profit corporation
of the “Friends of the Library.”
The next meeting will be on Nov.
29 at 7 p.m. at the library to dis-
cuss the possible donation of land
to the county for the future library
site. Anyone interested in partici-
pating in the committee is wel-
comed to attend.

LHS Friday Night-mare Ends Dream Season

Say it ain’t so!
The faces of the Liberty High School Varsity Football Team say it all at the end of one of the most intensely fought games

in school history. After losing only one game all season to Firebaugh, Friday night’s championship game with Firebaugh -
again - would determine who would move on to the Division V Championship Game with Caruthers. After leading the game
for the first three quarters, Liberty watched Firebaugh mount a last-ditch effort that resulted in a final score of 35-31.

Photo by Tyler Takeda 

Ranchos Voters Elect
GV Board Members

In a vote for the status quo, both incumbents, Mona Diaz and Roger
Schuh, were reelected Nov. 7 to the Golden Valley Unified School District
Board of Trustees. Of the three remaining non-board members running,
Steven Lewis, Brad McDonald and Mark Toole, the voters chose Lewis for
the 4-year seat.

Diaz was the #1 vote getter, receiving almost 26 percent of the votes cast.
Schuh was next with 21 percent. Of the three other contenders, there was only
4 percentage points separating them. Lewis won with 19.8 percent of the vote
followed by McDonald with 18.2 percent and Toole with 15.3 percent. 

Elected School Board members (from left) Steven Lewis, Mona Diaz and Roger Schuh.

Rolling Hills
H2O Woes
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Random Notes

The good folks over at the Golden Valley Unified District Office wanted me to pass along
some well-deserved thank yous to some volunteers that, in their words, “...
have been awesome in their offers of time and equip-
ment to help prepare Liberty High School foot-
ball field for the Liberty/Firebaugh playoff
game.” They say that the community really pulled
together to offer their help, “... they have been
awesome, enthusiastic and willing to do whatever
it took to ensure that the players and all who attend-
ed had a positive and memorable experience.”

Specifically, they wanted to thank Karl Roth,
Don Foster, Brian Kirste, Pat Knobloch, Darrell
Graham and Darrell Graham Sr., Theresa Graham,
John Pearson, Christine Pearson, Scott Sample,
Yosemite High School and their MOTDirector Kevin,
Chowchilla High School and their Superintendent Ron
Seals, Golden Valley staff Jesus Garcia, Art Hernandez and Susan Lunt.

LHS Principal Andy Alvarado stated, "It is absolutely evident that our schools in the
Golden Valley USD are a source of community pride.  It never ceas-

es to amaze me how our community rallies
together to support all of our programs here at
Liberty High School."

Golden Valley has a very cool system in place
if you’re a parent and want to get a look at your kid’s
grades without having to wait for a progress report
or report card. It’s called PAMS or Parent Account
Management System. You can check grades or even
check on how many days your child has missed
school due to illness.

It uses the same database that teachers use to input
attendance and grades, only now it’s been mad accessi-
ble to parents. If you would like access to the PAMS
system, you need to go by the District Office at 37479
Avenue 12 during normal business hours (7:30 – 4:30)

in order to sign up for your verification pass code. You can get more information at the District
Website at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us or call Chris
Pierce at 645-7500.

As long as I’m talking about school-relat-
ed stuff, Liberty High School  is having a lit-
tle fundraiser for the school library. On
Saturday, Dec. 9 they’re having a Book Fair at
Barnes & Noble across fromk River Park. You
can get a Book Fair Voucher at Liberty High
School and at the GVUSD District Office.
Present the voucher when you make your pur-
chases at Barnes & Noble (7849 N.
Blackstone Ave.) on Dec. 9 and the LHS
library will receive a percentage of all profits
from purchases made with the vouchers.  The
profit will be used to purchase new books for
the library. Want a bonus? Gift wrapping will
be provided by LHS students and staff from 2
- 6 p.m.

Finally, as I round out this GVUSD
Random Notes, you can meet with the
Superintendent, Dr. Marilyn Shepherd, on the
first Thursday of each month  over coffee. It’s
called “Starbucks with Shepherd.” It’s at the
District Office  from 7:45 to 8:45 a.m. How’s
that for access?

123 East 9th Street at “D” • Madera 

• Radiator Flushes &
New Coolant Added

• Heaters Repaired 
& Replaced

559-674-9953

WINTERIZE YOUR CAR
Flush your antifreeze & check your heater

holidays

Family Business

Repairing Madera 

Since 1948
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JOIN NOW
The Rest of the

Year FREE
Based on 12 mo. CD program

Cuurrvveess ®
Feeling Fit, Feeling Great!

645-4YOU (4968)
37167 Ave. 12

Maywood Center

Happy Holidays 

from the staff 

at Curves
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Government's

first duty is

to protect

the people,

not run

their lives. 

The

Ray  Gun

I was poised by my TV set on elec-
tion night, waiting for what they’ve con-
ditioned me to expect after an election:
election impropriety. Someone “stealing
the election” again. I was ready for the
non-stop, wall to wall barrage from the
talking heads on TV to explain to me
who had been disenfranchised this elec-
tion. I was prepared to get beat over the
head again over stories of pranksters
calling certain voters and telling them
that the election had been moved to the
next day and that they wouldn’t be need-
ed to vote until the day after the election.
Of stories about voters being intimidated
- always by the same party - into not vot-
ing.

Prior to the election I heard the same
tired clap trap that a vote for THIS party
would equal lynchings and churches
burning and voting for that same party
would ensure that the lame would never
walk again ... blah, blah, blah.

So along comes election night and
what happens?

Nothing.
No angry voters. No disenfranchised

minorities. No imbeciles from Palm
Beach, Fla.

What was happening? Had I entered
an alternative universe somehow? Every
election I had watched since 2000 there
were major problems. Foul-ups.
Uncounted voters. Hanging chads.

What was going on?
Then I started to notice the returns as

they trickled in. A Democrat here. Two
there. Another one way over there some-
place. As I tried to control my instinctive
gag reflex, I started putting two and two
together.

There was nothing to complain
about because THEY were winning.

And then it all started coming back
to me. When Bill Clinton was elected he
was going to put together a cabinet that
“looked” like America. Things were
finally going to get done because he was
the king of bipartisanship. It was then
that we learned that “bipartisan” meant
“agree with the Democrats.” If you
agreed with a Democrat, you were
exhibiting the finest qualities of biparti-
sanship. Now a Democrat could staunch-
ly disagree with you, but that was
because their positions were always
inherently correct. There was nothing
partisan about supporting and champi-
oning truth.

So there you had it: 1) Agree with
them = Bipartisan, the highest form of
political creature; 2) Disagree with them
= Partisan knuckle-dragger throwing a
roadblock into all things good and pure
and progressive; and 3) Have them dis-
agree with you = Protector of the Faith,
even higher than Bipartisan.

And now it’s all coming together in
this election.

They had their scores of lawyers at
the ready to start challenging absolutely
everything if they had lost, but there was
no need to this time. They were winning.

Which all comes down to my point.
It’s only a “bad” election if they lose. Am
I the only one who sees this? Does any-
one else smell a huge pile of disingenu-
ousnous? Of course, I don’t know why
I’m complaining. If I would just shut up
and do what they say - like our friends in
the Northeast did - everything will be
fine. Really.

Voting Irregularities? No Way ...
Not When Democrats Win
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The  Olde  Cowboy

Please see COWBOY on Page 11

Castle & Cooke Townhall Meeting

Thursday, November 30, 2006
7:00 p.m.

The Village of Gateway
to discuss the status and progress of

Townhall to be held at the Liberty High School Cafeteria
located on the corner of Ave. 12 and Road 36 • Refreshments will be served 

The most current Draft Environmental Impact Report has been prepared and we hope you can join us
for a discussion of the possible effect the report may have on the advancement of the Village of Gateway project.

It should prove to be both an interesting and informative evening. 

invites you to a

11
/0

6

Dear Editor:

Of the many controversial issues the
nation is facing, one item surely demands
prompt action: raise the minimum wage.
The income of the richest 1 percent of the
population has risen sharply in recent
years while wages and ownership among
the working class have eroded. Congress
has raised its own salaries several times in
the last 10 years, but has steadfastly
refused to raise the minimum wage over
the same period. We have been told that to
increase the minimum wage will destroy
countless small businesses, and hurt the
poor because of lost jobs and rising prices.
That is a sobering thought, but is it true? In
the grocery business, since wages take
about 10 percent of the sales dollar, a price
hike of only 10¢ on a $10 order would
accommodate a 10 percent wage increase.
And remember, for the most part the work-
ing poor and the non-working poor are in
the same families.

Think for a moment about the furni-
ture manufacturing and retailing industry.
No one can doubt that in terms of supply
and demand, the industry is overstocked.
Television tells the story constantly, with a
plethora of “no down payment, no interest
till ‘08, no sales tax, etc.” In automobiles,
it’s “cash back, low or no interest!” There
is plenty of need, all right, but for
“demand” to serve its essential function,
the buyer must be able to pay the price.

Suppose we put more money into the
hands of the furniture industry by favor-
able tax cuts. Now in view of the fact that
the industry already has goods it cannot
sell, does common sense tell you that the
industry will rush out to invest in more
capacity, and hire more workers? No, it
does not. If we put more money into the
hands of the wealthy by more tax cuts, will
they rush out to buy down the overstocks

of furniture? No, they will not, because if
they thought they needed furniture, they
already bought it yesterday.

Now consider the working class. If we
put a little more money into their hands,
what do you suppose they will do with it?
Will they buy long-term bonds, yachts, a
third vacation home in Bermuda? No, they
will not. They will spend it immediately
on furniture, ordinary clothing, more trips
to Carl's Jr., better used cars, etc., etc.

And the major beneficiaries of the
additional purchasing power will be the
very people the opponents of raising the
minimum wage claim will be hurt: the fast
food chains and small retailers in general.

And would that be good for every-
body? Yes, it would.

Fred Mathes
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

I don’t smoke. I have, in my younger
and foolish days, smoked and done other
such foolish things. My grandparents both
smoked. In fact, my Aunt nicknamed my
grandmother Puff, because of her frequent
habit. (My brother and I thought she was
named after Puff the Magic Dragon and to
this day we still call her Puff.)

Yes, I did say smoking was foolish.
Cancer is the second leading cause of
death with lung cancer the leading cause
of all cancer deaths. In 2003, about
170,000 new lung cancer cases occurred
and about 157,000 people died from lung
cancer (U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.) It seems foolish to think
smoking is anything but foolish. But why
do smokers always seem to bear the brunt
of American animosity and taxation?
Shouldn’t we be celebrating diversity and

appreciating our differences? Diversity is,
after all, a pressing issue of our time.

In the worst sense diversity means
group preferences and group entitlements;
it values group identity above individual
identity. In the best sense diversity means
accepting and appreciating differences –
but not if the difference is smoking. 

Why?
Since diversity proponents are

opposed to individualism and without
individualism there is no personal respon-
sibility, it seems that smokers would qual-
ify as a group worthy of entitlements. But
this is not the case. The diversity police do
not allow the smoking minority their own
personal responsibility even though smok-
ers want it. And that’s the crux of the issue:
wanting or not wanting personal responsi-
bility. Smokers, for the most part, are will-
ing to face the consequences of their
choice to smoke. Special groups that are
worthy of the benefits of being diverse do
not want personal responsibility. These
groups, for the most, are not willing to
face the consequences of their particular
choices, and generally hide behind the
larger group identity. 

Thus, to truly be diverse in the diver-
sity crowd — and get the benefits — you
must denounce personal responsibility and
oppose individualism. To do otherwise,
even when you might belong to a diverse
group, disqualifies you from receiving
group entitlements and raises your taxes. 

If you want to be responsible you lose
benefits. If you claim not to be responsi-
ble you gain benefits. So here is a tip for
smokers: denounce personal responsibili-
ty and claim smoking is not your fault.
Packs of cigarettes will be under $2 in no
time.

Ray M. Sanchez
Madera Ranchos

By Woody Laughnan

My longtime neighbor three miles
up the road toward town is cleaning out
three generations of accumulation from
his farmstead preparatory to holding a
farmyard sale in November, and his
missus is going through boxes and
trunks that have not been opened for
years; in fact she's been emptying clos-
ets in upstairs rooms whose doors have
not been open in 20 years as is the case
in many rambling old farm houses that
pre-date the 1920s.

Her sorting job is taking much
more time than his.

Sometimes I come into a room and
find her holding an object to the cheek
and crying, for instance an old doll that
we bought for our oldest daughter on
her first Christmas 40 years ago. And a
pitcher and knickknacks that her grand-
mother brought from Ireland more than
a hundred years ago. I don't know, but
sometimes it is more difficult for a
woman to look back on yesterday,
although I was all but moved to tears
when I found my son's tricycle in what
was once the tack room in the horse
barn that hasn't been used for years. I
guess I'm getting old because the adage
is that men don't cry.

Anyhow, the neighbor put his place
up for sale a couple of months ago, not that
he was doing much with it anymore except
running a few head of cows and putting up
some hay. Oh, the wife and he had a few
chickens, a couple of hogs and a garden
that didn't get much tending this year.

At one time theirs was a busy farm,
even employing a year around hired
man; and until a labor camp was built



By Ellen Mester

It’s time once again to plan and cele-
brate the holidays! Are you in need of
some really excellent and economical
Christmas gifts? Try doing your holiday
shopping at the Friends of the Ranchos
Library Book Sale that will be on Dec. 1
through 3 in the vacant office space that
used to be the community hall/voting place
in the Maywood Center. The Book Sale
will continue on the following weekend,
Dec. 8, 9 and 10. You’ll find first edition
recently released novels in perfect condi-
tion for incredible prices. Think about
paperbacks as stocking stuffers for those
hard-to-buy-for relatives. The Book Sale
will begin on the same day (Dec. 1), same
location as the annual Christmas Tree
Lighting that the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce is hosting. There will be
food and drinks for the family, music,
Santa and lots of holiday cheer. Rain or
shine we hope to see everyone there.

On Dec. 7, the Friends of the Ranchos
Library will host our annual Christmas Tree
Decorating party inside the library. This is a
great opportunity to visit with your neigh-
bors and enjoy some tasty treats while
you’re helping to decorate the library.

Every other Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. a
wonderful group of children meet at the
library for a book club. At each meeting
books are selected based on a theme. The
following meeting the children talk about
their chosen books and what they liked
about them. Then the new theme is dis-
cussed and books are selected. It’s a great
opportunity for kids of all ages. The sign-
up sheet is at the circulation desk in the
library.

Book Recommendations

Juvenile Holiday Fiction:
Thanksgiving Wish by Michael J. Rosen.
Every year Amanda’s family gathers at her
grandmother’s house for Thanksgiving.
Grandmother has spent the entire month of
November preparing food for the feast.
And every year Grandmother has saved

wishbones from
all the chick-
ens and
turkeys eaten
throughout
the year for
all of her
g r a n d -
children
to make
wishes.
T h e
f i r s t

Thanksgiving
arrives after Grandmother

has passed away and the family tries to
prepare the traditional feast without
Grandmother’s help. This turns out quite
comical when the electricity goes out and

the food is not quite cooked. Fortunately
the neighbors lend a hand and Amanda’s
family has a very special Thanksgiving
after all. It is so reminiscent of some of my
family’s holiday gatherings that I find this
book to be especially endearing and I
imagine many would feel the same way.
It’s a picture book that can be read and
enjoyed by the whole family.

Large Print Adult Non-fiction: You
the Smart Patient: an Insider’s Handbook
for Getting the Best Treatment written by
Michael F. Roizen, M.D. and Mehmet C.
Oz, M.D. Although the title sounds serious
this book was actually written in a light-

hearted manner.
The authors even
apologize for the
t o n g u e - i n -
cheek exagger-
ations of some
of healthcare
workers or
cases they
d i s c u s s .
D e s p i t e
the funny
cartoons
a n d

silliness they
actually offer practical

advice which is their true intent. They
begin with a quiz to see how smart you
already are. It’s quite funny and easy to do.
Then they give the answers and discuss
some of the key points. They also give sev-
eral good Websites for information so that
you can be prepared to ask the right ques-
tions when you go to the doctor and web-
sites to help you find a specialist in your
area. There are also pointers on what to do
before you have surgery and how to under-
stand the doctor’s shorthand instructions
or prescriptions. It’s written in big bold
print with appendix and index at the back.
An excellent read not only for seniors but
for everyone.

Adult Non- Fiction: Frommer’s
Europe by Rail: the Official Guide of
RailEurope. If you are thinking about trav-
eling to Europe in the near future I recom-
mend this book. It is current (2006) and
can help you plan your entire trip from

hotels, sites to see,
restaurants, train
schedules (and
how to under-
stand them),
maps, prices
and pictures
of what the
inside of
the trains
look like.
There are
loads of
address-
es and phone num-
bers to book accommodations
and practical travel tips as well. For those
of you who are looking for an economical
way to see several countries then this is the
book for you. 

All of the staff and Friends of the Ranchos
Library wish you a Happy Thanksgiving! 

Check out these books and more at the
library and remember your library card …
don’t leave home without it!

The Bookshelf
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Annual Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

for more information, contact 
the Golden Valley Chamber at 645-4001

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Santa will make an appearance
at the ceremony!

Cookies - Coffee - Hot Cider

Pick a star for a Veteran
at Veteran’s Hospital.*

Photos with Santa
for a $5 donation.

Christmas carols by Flipside Church
and area Girl Scouts.

Maywood Shopping Center
Friday, December 1 • 6:30 p.m.

*Gift items needed are lap blankets, socks, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
books, magazines, L and XL t-shirts, shampoo and instant coffee. The
items need to be dropped off at the Chamber office before December 14.

The Ranchos Kiwanis are also collecting toys for
the children of our troops. Bring a toy to the
Christmas Tree lighting and it will be delivered to a
deserving child.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera Ranchos
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Come get your 
digital piCture

taken with Santa!
at Historic Cobb Ranch

10 a.m to 4 p.m.

645-4001
For more information

contact the
Golden Valley Chamber

at

Saturday Nov. 25
Sunday Nov. 26
Saturday Dec. 2
Sunday Dec. 3
Saturday Dec. 9
Sunday Dec. 10

STILL ONLY

EACH500
$

11/06

CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

11/06

Holiday Fun at Ranchos Library 

All of the staff and Friends
of the Ranchos Library wish
you a Happy Thanksgiving! 

Say You Saw It in
The Ranchos
Independent
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All New Patients or
Patients without Dental Insurance

Cannot be combined with other discounts. Maximum discount of $500 per family.

Bring in this ad and receive a
10% discount

on ALL dental treatment done 
in November and December. 

What a great offer!
Call to schedule an appointment now 

before it’s too late.

664455-55332200

10% OFF

CHRISTMAS PHOTO SPECIAL! SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Family Portraits
Weddings • Senior Pictures
Pet & Livestock Portraits

559-479-0943

1    8x10
4   5x7
8   Wallets
25 Christmas Cards 99$only

Ranchos Studio/Indoor or Out

“We Do Picky Work
For Picky People!”
residential and commercial painting

with an eye toward excellence
in the Ranchos and beyond 

In Sheriff John Anderson’s
zero tolerance concerning ille-
gal OHV (Off Highway Vehicle)
r id ing,  NO TRESPASSING
signs  are  going up,  which
means no one caught violating
Madera  County  OHV
Ordinances can feign ignorance
of the law.

“Drivers caught breaking the
law risk arrest and having their
vehicle impounded,” Anderson
said.

A n d e r s o n
has not only
issued warn-

ings, he has tried to educate the public
about the seriousness of violating coun-
ty OHV Ordinances. Despite his
efforts, there are those who continue to
flout the law. 

In the department’s continued
attempt to tackle the problem,
Sheriff ’s Deputies with the OVH Team
& Ag Crimes Task Force began post-
ing signs along the Fresno River.
More signs will go up in areas where
the problem of illegal OHV riding
continues.

Sheriff Anderson does not begrudge
those who own OHV’s – whether they
are ATV’s or off-road motorcycles.
“Ride them in areas that are designated
OHV paths. Do not ride them in areas
deemed off limits,” Anderson said.

Madera County drafted and put into
effect a Noise Ordinance Law, “But it’s

not just the noise that’s impacting residents and business
owners in our county,” Anderson said. “OHV’s are
responsible for damaging agricultural land, stirring up
dust clouds, which contribute to extremely poor air qual-
ity in our Valley.”

Again, those who choose to ride OHV’s anywhere in
Madera County are urged find out where it is legal to ride.
To do so log on to the Madera County web site at:
www.madera-county.com/sheriff/ohv/index.html. This
county web site not only provides pertinent information
about OHV riding and safety, it also serves as an educa-
tional tool for those who need to familiarize themselves
with Madera County’s OHV Codes.

OHV Riders: Heed “No Trespassing” or Risk Arrest

The OHV Team & AG Crime Task Force are (from left) Ag Crimes Detective Bud Smith, OHV
Team Deputy Dan Kerber, OHV Team Leader Deputy Larry Rich and Ag Crimes Detective Cliff Kirkes.

More than 100 junior high stu-
dents from 14 schools in Madera
County competed at the Academic
Pentathlon Speech Competition on
Oct. 17.

Rachel Oatman from Chawanakee
Academy received first place in the
Academic Pentathlon seventh grade
speech competition.

North Fork student, Kazia Hart
placed first place in the eighth grade
competition.

Julia Hall of Ranchos Middle
School received second place and
Dana Wood from North Fork
Elementary came in third place in the
seventh grade competition.

Eighth graders, Hannah Pludow
and Skyler Towle, both students at
North Fork Elementary received sec-
ond and third place in the competition.

“I am amazed at the students’ abil-
ity to articulate.” said Jennifer Girado,
a speech judge volunteer. “Speaking in
front of people can be daunting and
these students did a wonderful job.”

The Academic Pentathlon is a five
event competition. The other four
events are Essay/Literature, Math,
Destination Imagination and Super
Quiz. The Super Quiz will be held on
April 26, 2007. The public is welcome
to attend this event and the awards cer-
emony immediately following the
Super Quiz.

Madera Co.
Speech Winners
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Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair
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Puzzle
Answers
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SUDOKU

MAGIC MAZE

ssaalleess  ** sseerrvviiccee
ppaarrttss

Now  On  Sale

1097  S.  Granada
MMaaddeerraa 666611-00335555

117799..9999$

Save  Money  This  Winter
yyoouurr  HHuusskkyy  ddeeaalleerr  hhaass  ggrreeaatt  ddeeaallss

MODEL 137 E-16 • 2.2 cu. in., 36 cc • Air Injection
System • Low-Vibe Design • Safety Chainbrake Standard
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Sheriff John Anderson is warning the
residents of Madera County, and quite
possibly all citizens residing in the San
Joaquin Valley, about a new scam which
appears to be targeting Senior Citizens.

“These predators have refined their
ploy to such a clever degree,” said Sheriff
Anderson, “I am very concerned that
someone will get taken in.” 

Sheriff Anderson found out about the
scam from a Mountain resident here in
Madera County, “He called me on behalf
of one of our senior citizens who almost
fell for this scheme.”

Here’s how the latest scam trap
works: Citizens, again mostly our elderly
citizens, receive a letter in the mail from
an outfit called US LOTTO PROMO-
TIONS.

A check arrives in the mail with a
cleverly written letter informing the recip-
ient that he/she has won the Lotto. “With
the number of lotteries out there it’s hard
to distinguish between legitimate and
fake.”

The Promotional letter informs the
recipient that it has been contracted by the
MUSL (Multi-State Lottery Association)
to find winners who have not claimed their
prize. In order to help the recipient claim
their winnings a check is enclosed – some-
times in excess of $400. The recipient is
advised that the check is a “small portion”
of the actual winnings. The letter goes on
to instruct the recipient to cash the check –
which will cover insurance, processing
and shipping fees in order to claim and
receive the full amount.

Once the recipient deposits the check,
he/she must call the “Claims Manager” of the
promotion to “activate the check,” so that the

winner can begin, “the claiming process.” 
The checks, at first glance appear

authentic. In fact they’re so cleverly
designed they look on the surface as if
they were drawn on an actual business
account located in an out-of-state bank.

“Those who endorse theses bogus
checks have been known to do one of two
things: Either they take what was sent and
begin drawing on it for personal use, or
follow the promotional orders and transfer
the full amount of the bogus check in
order to cash in on their alleged win-
nings.”

Either way, adds Sheriff Anderson,
the recipient finds him or herself in finan-
cial turmoil. “The letter is bogus and the
check, counterfeit.” Depositing a phony
check is bad enough, but anyone who
dares to draw on the phony check is break-
ing the law.

Through the course of his own inves-
tigation Sheriff Anderson found out that
the scam may have originated in Texas
where the state Attorney General was
forced to step in and warn the citizens
throughout the state.

“Some victims have even transferred
the full amount of the check to claim their
prize … they have no idea they are really
drawing on their own funds.” In some
cases people have bled their accounts dry
… some even transferred the amount with
insufficient funds.”

“The emotional and financial toll this
particular scam is taking on seniors is
unconscionable.” 

Sheriff Anderson is hoping that what
happened in Texas doesn’t happen here
and hopes this warning will reach our cit-
izens before they fall prey.

Sheriff Warning Senior Citizens
About Phony “Lotto” Check Scam
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716
Sunday
Kid’s Church.............8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship........8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Adult Sunday School...........10:30 a.m.

Tuesday
Adrenaline Youth..............7 - 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT!
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COMP    MOBILE
IS THE ANSWER!

559-229-3021
559-380-8523

Keith Canfield

(BEAR) Lic. #E82348

• Annoying pop ups? • Computer speed gone?
• Is your wireless connection secure?

Insured statewide and servicing Madera,
Fresno, Kings and Tulare Counties

Residential
Business

Commercial
DSL/Cable

Connections

we do laptop
repairs too!

IS YOUR COMPUTER
SLOWER THAN YOU?
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The Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
I don’t know about you but I am sure

glad that the election is over. It seems to
me that politicians spend an obscene
amount of money on TV ads. If your sup-
porters put up a whole lot of money to get
you elected, you can be sure that they have
their own agenda and feel that they own
you. Public service should be actually
working for the public. I am not sure that
anything will really change at the Federal
level but I am willing to hope.

Which brings me up to the most
important election that will effect us local-
ly, that of the Golden Valley School Board
members. Mona Diaz, Roger Schuh and
Steven Lewis won their place on the
Golden Valley Unified School Board for
the next four years. They were the top
three vote-getters out of a field of five that
were running. Mike Kelly and I have
another two years left on our terms. Your
board members have a lot of work to keep
Golden Valley moving in the right direc-
tion for your students. 

I called Mona Diaz after the election
and she was so excited. Mona says thanks
to the community for voting for her! She
says it is a very good feeling to know that
people trust her and have shown that they
want her to represent them on the Golden
Valley Unified School Board. Mona says
that she asks one thing from the communi-
ty and that is that all of you will “please”
stay involved with the school district.
Mona says that we need you and all of the
community’s input. Mona’s vision for the
next four years is to build the new middle
school, have a new stadium for the com-
munity and to continue to add more pro-
grams for Golden Valley students. She says
her door is always open to hear your con-
cerns and ideas. Mona says her main focus
has always been all of the students in
Golden Valley Unified. I am very pleased
to have her continue on the board.

After I talked to Mona, I called Mark
Huddleston who has been our fearless
leader on the Golden Valley School Board
for the last six years. Mark was on the
founding school board and has been a
faithful member from the beginning. He
will be sorely missed when he leaves us
when his term is over on Dec. 1, 2006.
Mark says it is time for him to step down.
He feels that he leaves the district in the
best shape financially and educationally,
and the district is at the “top of its game” at
the present time. Mark feels it is “OK” to
hand over the reins to others to carry on the
work that he started. I know the feeling
because I took two years off from board
work before I went back on the board.
Being a member of Golden Valley Board is
a four-year commitment and it is very
intense. God bless you Mark and thank
you for your faithful work for the students
in Golden Valley School District.

The Liberty High students’ 12-week
grades have been sent home. These last
tests will be used to create benchmarks to
see if each student is on task and where
they need help. Along with the benchmark
system the district has installed a new

computer program called the Parents
Account Management System (PAMS).
Before you can use this program you have
to go to sign up at the district office and get
your password to be able to log on to your
student’s grades. There is paper work
involved and you have to have your stu-
dent’s ID and a picture to fill out the paper
work. This is a new computer program and
is only available for middle school and
high school students at this time. It is
designed so that you can keep an eye on
what your student is doing in each of their
classes. If a student is behind in a class,
perhaps this will help parents to encourage
their student to catch up.

A new group of community people are
being formed into a Citizen’s Facilities
Advisory Committee to lay the foundation
for the district’s facility needs for the next
10 to 20 years. It doesn’t seem possible
that Golden Valley Unified is already eight
years old. It seems like just yesterday that
I was walking and talking to people in our
community about the advantages of creat-
ing our own school district. Some people
said that we didn’t have enough students in
the area to create our own school district. I
knew that we had students going to five
different school districts to get a high
school education. I kept telling people that
if we could establish a new school district
we could build our own high school and
then the students would come. The district
started with 700 kindergarten to 8th grade
students just eight years ago and we are
already up to 2,000 students in the district.
We have the best school district in the area.

I have just watched the wonderful
Veterans Day Parade in Fresno. We had
Liberty High Cadets marching in this
parade. Veterans Day always makes me a
little sad because my brother was killed in
WWII. If you know a veteran call him or
her and just say “thank you.” I called my
son who is a veteran from the Vietnam War
and my cousin who served in the Korean
War. Now we are in another war in Iraq. I
hope someday the world leaders will figure
out how to settle problems without killing
off so many young people. Fresno had the
largest Veterans Parade on the West Coast
and it was very well attended.

Community things that are coming up are:
Nov. 30 Castle and Cook developers

will have a town hall meeting at Liberty
High library at 7p.m.

The community Christmas tree light-
ing sponsored by Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce will be Dec. 1 at Maywood
Center at 6:30 p.m. Flipside Church will be
singing carols. There will be a Color
Guard. Santa will arrive in a horse buggy
from the North Pole. Children’s pictures
can be taken with Santa. The stars on the
tree will be for the Veterans at the Fresno
Veterans Hospital. There will be cookies,
hot cider and coffee to keep you warm.

There will only be one Golden Valley
Board meeting in December and at that
time our new board members will be
installed, so please join us on Dec. 12,
2006 at the Liberty High library at 6 p.m.
Even at this busy time of the year we still
need you there.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Changes Ahead for School Board

• FILL DIRT • TOPSOIL • HUMUS • 
• BARK • ROCK • BASE ROCK •

• ALL SIZES OF ROCK •
• ALL TYPES OF SAND •
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If you need it ... we can haul it.If you need it ... we can haul it.

975-9234975-9234
Kerri’s TruckingKerri’s Trucking

Happy Thanksgiving
from the entire staff

Madera Ranchos • 645-7011
37184 Ave. 12 (next to subway)

We Deliver! 11/06

Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE 
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation (50 miles), durable

urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits & state tax

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

OUR

CREMATIO
N

PRIC
E IN

 M
ADERA

$ 1299.89

11/06
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BRIAN A. HUNT INSURANCE SERVICES
559-486-6200

RANCHO'S RESIDENT!
LIC# 0C41050

PET BOUTIQUE

~ PRE-HOLIDAY SALE! ~

bring this ad for 10% off pet accessories

DOG GONE CUTE STORE

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS

Feed for pets from hamsters to horses • Nutro • Merrick • Wellness • Mazuri
Natural Balance • Pet Accessories • Beanie Babies • Candles
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HOLIDAY STOCKINGS AND STOCKING STUFFERS
GREAT GIFT ITEMS FOR ALL AGES

11/06

Call
Today!

A valley-wide identity theft investiga-
tion is now underway after two Fresnans
were taken into custody early on the morn-
ing of Friday, Nov. 17 after the Madera
County Sheriff’s department stopped the
pair on suspicion of driving a stolen vehicle.

The two arrested suspects driver
Samuel Huerta, 39, and his passenger
Melanie Heimgartner, 30. Heimgartner
tried to pass herself off to Sheriff’s
deputies as someone else by providing a
driver’s license which showed an entirely
different name and date of birth which
belonged to another woman -- another
woman who may be one of hundreds of
victims of possible identity theft.

Had it not been for Sheriff’s Deputy
Valerie Breedlove’s inquisitive nature,
Heimgartner may have been able to keep
her true identity a secret as well as avoid-
ing prison time because as Breedlove dis-
covered, Heimgartner is also on parole.

When Heimgartner was arrested her
driver’s license showed the name of a
woman who actually exists who has no
prior arrests according to jail records, but
based on evidence seized from the vehicle,

Breedlove refused to believe this was
Heimgartner’s first arrest.

Inside the vehicle deputies found bags

and bags of personal information includ-
ing checks, social security cards and dri-
ver’s licenses all void of a picture, ripe for
the taking for anyone who wanted to
assume another’s identity.

Based on the magnitude of evidence,
which deputies were still inventorying
hours later, Breedlove decided to do some
digging and ran every name every possible
way with various dates of birth provided.

Heimgartner was booked at 2:45 a.m. and
by 7 a.m. Breedlove had found her true identity.

Breedlove’s inquisitiveness led to
Heimgartner remaining behind bars on a
no bail hold, booked on suspicion of being
in possession of stolen property and for
felony parole violation. Heimgartner was
on parole for a felony drug conviction.

As for the driver, Samuel Huerta, he
too remains behind bars with bail set at
$5,000 and facing charges of receiving
stolen property and attempting to buy and/
or sell stolen property.

“Breedlove is known for her team
player approach as well as her steadfast
convictions, demonstrated time and again
when she follows her hunch,”  said Sheriff
John Anderson.

Deputy’s Vehicle Stop Launches
Valley Wide Identity Theft Case

The inquisitive Madera County
Sheriff’s Deputy, Valerie Breedlove.
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all parts, accessories
and gear. Excludes race
fuel.                     RI8-0610%  OFF

Best Prices, Friendly Folks.
We Service Most Makes and Models
Highway 99 and Avenue 12, Madera

(559) 645-4545
Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing.11/06

Suspect Melanie Heimgartner (left) was
reported to have been in possession of  hun-
dreds of items used for identity theft.
Heimgartner’s driver, Samuel Huerta, faces charges
of receiving and attempting to buy and/or sell stolen
property.
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Wouldn’t you rather deal
with your neighbors 
than with strangers?

Why use an 800 number for your
service when you can call some-

one you know?

645-1600
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5D • Madera Ranchos

Central ValleyCentral ValleyWirelessWireless
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Barely 24 hours after posting his bail for
second degree burglary, a Madera man is back
behind bars this time facing felony drug charges.

In a span of just 24 hours, Deputy Darrell
Swengel would find himself arresting Jose
Cesar Salomon, 19, – not once, but twice.

Deputy Swengel arrested the 19 year old
Tuesday night, Nov. 14 after witnesses ID’d
him as the man who tried to break into a vehi-
cle on Road 28 ¼. After posting his $15,000
bond the next day, Salomon was seen again
Thursday night, Nov. 16, this time being
chauffeured around town in a truck that had
been reported stolen out of Sonora County.

Deputy Ryan Lutz was the first to see
the vehicle on Road 29, followed it to
Clinton and Tozer, where Sergeant Mike
Pace, and later Deputy Swengel, arrived to
assist in making a felony vehicle stop.

The driver, Genaro Ayala, 30, and
passenger Jose Salomon were each placed
in the back seat of separate patrol cars for
questioning. Each one offered deputies
their rendition of how they wound up rid-
ing around in the stolen truck. Ayala, who
goes by a host of aliases including: Johnny
Ayala, Arnold Ayala, Bueno Ayala and G-
Dog, claimed he purchased the GMC

without papers for $200.
As for Jose Salomon, while deputies

couldn’t implicate him to this theft or pur-
chase of the truck, they did arrest Salomon for
being in possession of a controlled substance.

A plastic bag with a white powdery
substance determined to be methampheta-
mine was discovered in the back of one of
the patrol cars – presumably left there by
Salomon during questioning. Deputies
believe this because the car had been thor-
oughly searched during shift change,
meaning the bindle wasn’t there when
Lutz made the vehicle stop.

Salomon was taken into custody and
booked on suspicion of being in posses-
sion of a controlled substance. He remains
jailed in lieu of $5,000.

Inside the stolen GMC driven by
Ayala deputies found a glass pipe used for
smoking Methamphetamine.

Ayala, was booked on suspicion of car
theft, possession of a controlled substance,
possession of drug paraphernalia and driv-
ing on a suspended license. He too remains
behind bars with bail set at $25,000.

Back Behind Bars in Just 24 Hours

Jose Cesar Salomon, 19, was arrested and
put back in jail 24 hours after he had been
released.

Genaro Ayala, 30, played
chauffeur in a truck that had been
reported stolen out of Sonora
County.

645-7540

BOBCAT WORK
• Grading
• Tree holes
• Fence post holes
• Trenching
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“Creating Meaningful Funerals that Celebrate Life”

Lic. # FD-1697
801 E. Yosemite  662-8825

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICES
• Standard Casket Selection

Hardwood or 20 gauge steel casket

• Traditional Funeral Service
1 day viewing for family and friends

• Memorial Package Includes:
Register book
100 memorial folders
25 acknowledgment cards

• Transportation to Cemetery
Local cemetery within 50 miles  

$5,595
- $600discount

$4,995
For more information call

(559) 662-8825 or visit us at 801 E.
Yosemite Ave., Downtown Madera.

Call to pre-arrange yours today.

11/06

• grading • holes (9” - 24” dia.)
• trenching (6” wide up to 4’ deep)

wanna move
some dirt?

718-8536
DIG DUG TRACTOR SERVICE • RANCHOS RESIDENT11/06

Cabinet Work • Cabinet Repair

Adding on? We can usually match existing styles and finishes!
for handcrafted

wood products, call

Modifications for New Appliances

New Vanities • New Kitchen Cabinets

KNOTS

790-6683

NAILS&
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37193 Avenue 12, Suite 3C 
Legal Document Assistant 

Madera Co. Reg. #2005002 • Bond #420998

Denise M. Garcia, L.D.A.

559-645-4000
Notary • Divorce • Custody • Bankruptcy

• Personal Injury  • Wills/Trusts 

“You don’t need an attorney - you
just need an experienced assistant.”

Legal Assistant Services 11/06

HANDYMAN
SERVICES

GEORGE B.

11/06

FREE ESTIMATES
Se Habla Español

TILE INSTALLATION • CEMENT
ROOFING • ELECTRICAL • REMODELING

MARBLE & GRANITE • PLUMBING

559-673-8539 or Cell 559-871-4374
CALL

The Ranchos Youth Football Junior
Division Team finished their regular sea-
son 8-1 and went to the playoffs, winning
their first game then ultimately losing to
Orosi on Nov. 4. The team had a fantastic

season and report they are very grateful to
their coaching staff: Head Coach Jim
Santa Cruz; Offensive Coach Mike
Brogdon; Defensive Coaches Anthony
Mendoza and Adam Mendoza.

In their playoff game against Dinuba on Oct. 14, the Ranchos Youth Football team was making a lot
of good moves behind quarterback Connor Brogdon, #13 (left), running backs Lynnie Butler, #5, and
Logan Doss, #22, and tight end JJ Santa Cruz, #8.

8-1 for Ranchos Youth Football

An Open Letter from
the Golden Valley Unified School District

District Office

A Wonderful Gift of Labor from Community Friends and Students

Thanks to the generous gift of time and equipment, the empty field north of the
football field at Liberty High School was cleared of rocks, trash, debris and weeds.

The District would like to thank the eight students who gave their time and consider-
able effort to walk the entire field on foot to clear it of any hazards so that large
equipment could safely work the area.  The students are Ismael Lizarraga, Chris
Onellas, Chris Sanchez, Jeff Cassity, Julian Hernandez, Tyrone Stocker, Justin

Fulcher and Ethan Bauer. These students, along with their Principal, Dr. Jim Green,
are to be commended for their gift of labor to the District, and we certainly appreci-

ate the considerable work they did on foot in the heat.
Thanks also to Mark Toole who helped coordinate the cleanup project by contacting

the owners of large equipment and kindly asking them to help the District.  Many
men reported to the site with large grading and clearing equipment and spent a very
long day mowing, wetting and floating the area.  It felt like Christmas to have this

work performed so well, so willingly and at no cost to the District.
Chris Wiley of  Farmco and Igal Triebatch of Sol Development

sent their men and equipment to perform the project.

The District appreciates the cheerful kindness of so many professionals
and community members that are always willing to lend a hand in assisting

the District in so many ways. We feel truly blessed to be part of a community that
cares so much about the students and the schools in this District.

11/06

“HOME  OF  THE  BIG  ROLL”

30%  -  60%  Everyday  Savings
11882200  EE..  MMccKKiinnlleeyy  ((NNeeaarr  BBllaacckkssttoonnee))  444455-00220066
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nearby, they put up migrant farm workers
and their families in the cow barn that is
now only a skeleton exposed to the sky.
Others lived in their cars or pitched tents
under a cluster of oak trees in the hollow.

That was quite a long time ago.
“I remember that on Saturday nights

in town there were more than a thousand
cotton pickers on the streets on Saturday
night,” he reminisced the other day. “The
old town was really booming then. Now
there's just the post office, a filling station
and a rickety old grocery store owned by
an Indian fellow who cashes checks for
farm workers who buy necessities.”

And I recall going to barn dances up
in the mow of his old cow barn, a neigh-
borhood pickup band of piano, drums,
saxophone and banjo playing polkas and
old-time waltzes and at 2 in the morning
we took up a collection for the foursome to
continue playing until dawn. Indeed, I met
my wife while dancing with her at one of
his barn dances while the band was play-

ing “The Tennessee Waltz.” It was a bas-
ket social and I bought her basket and we
had midnight supper together.

And in those olden days we had
Sunday gatherings down at the creek, the
men pitching horse shoes, dozens of kids
were at play and the womenfolk
exchanged recipes and local gossip.

Well, I guess neither the neighbor or I
ever thought of leaving these old farmsteads
until they hauled us off to Shady Oaks for
Older Folks or the Grim Reaper made a call
to our bailiwick. But then neither of us ever
dreamed the city would so insidiously
encroach this far into the countryside. I mean
back in our day, there were times when we
would have been indeed fortunate to sell
open land out here for a relatively few thou-
sand dollars if we could sell it at all.

But the time has come that we can no
longer even afford to live on it.

And one can witness this for himself
on a big billboard that went up on a pas-
ture alongside the highway sometime ago:

FOR SALE: $250,000 AN ACRE.

COWBOY Cont. from Page 3

The STAR Touring and Riding
Association is an International Association
of motorcycle riders with 235 Chapters
currently operating throughout America
whose members participate in a variety of
local fund raising events and charitable
causes. The mission of the association is to
promote safe riding and camaraderie
among riders and provide goodwill to the
community. On Sat., Nov. 18 Yamaha 99,
an authorized Yamaha dealer, sponsored a
new STAR Touring & Riding Chapter that
will be known as the Madera 399.

“Our local group of riders has already
donated funds to the Madera Peace
Officers Memorial Fund with their recent
Grizzly Run,” said Jim Riley, owner of
Yamaha 99. “The new Chapter 399 is open
to all riders no mater what brand they ride.
There are organized rides to national
parks, the coast, desert, and local points of
interest.”

Riders from all over California
showed up to celebrate the new Madera
Chapter 399 and then enjoyed BBQ, a live
band and bike games.

New STAR Motorcycle Chapter
Charter Signing at Yamaha 99

674-9000 683-2277
call toll free at 1-800-2-MADERA

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
TO SERVE YOU

NEW & USED

PARTS & SERVICE

RENTALS Madera Oakhurst

11/06
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). 
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
11/06

Wishing You a Happy Holiday Season
MMaarriiee  CCaammeerroonn  MMaassssaaggee  TThheerraappyy

call  645-55136

Certified Shiatsu Therapist • Shiatsu Therapy
Swedish Massage • Relaxation Technique

Gift Certificates now AvailableGift Certificates now Available

11/06

“Thank you to my faithful clients over the
years.”                                   Marie Cameron

COME HAVE THE GOURMET
DOG EXPERIENCE

SIZE MATTERS WITH JERSEY DOGS

RECEIVE $1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON
(1 COUPON PER CUSTOMER)

LOCATED IN FRONT OF HURST HARDWARE
LOCATIONS IN MADERA RANCHOS,
OAKHURST AND SOON IN FRESNO

OFFER EXPIRES 12/21/06
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

11/06

Life  spinning  out  of  control?

CCoommee  aanndd  jjooiinn  uuss!!

“And me? I’m a mess. I’m nothing and I have nothing: make some-
thing of me. You can do it, you’ve got what it takes - but God, don’t
put it off.”

Is life spinning out of control?
Are you overwhelmed?

Are you in need of a place where you 
may come just as you are, with an 
unfinished life?  

Service Times: Sunday 9 a.m.  --  OYG Youth
7th to  12th grade

Sunday 9 a.m.  --  Milk & Cookies with the pastor
2 yrs. old  to  6th grade

Sunday 10 a.m. --  Worship for all ages
11 a.m. --  Sunday School for ages 4 - 12

& nursery 0 - 3
11 a.m. --  Sermon

Pastor: Rev. Eric M. Nelson
Telephone: 559-431-6833
Office Hours: Arranged

A Psalm of David
The Message

10204 Highway 41 • On the Hwy 41 frontage road between Ave. 10 and 10 1/2
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675-1681675-1681

FALL SPECIAL

Expires 11-30-06

Expires 11-30-06

WE ACCEPT

MOST COMPETITORS’

COUPONS

CALL FOR DETAILS

STAY SNUGGLE WARM THIS WINTER
WITH BRIAN’S HEATING & COOLING

By Tyler Melvin

This year our Babe Ruth All Star
Team had incredible hype and expecta-
tions to live up to. The past two years we
had gone to state and went two and out
losing by one run in the first games.
However, this year's team was thought to
be one of, if not, the best team ever out of
the Madera Ranchos.

The roster consisted of Tyler Melvin,
Daniel Whittemore, Kenneth Kirkman,
Zach Schuh, Mitch Kochergen, Jake Preo,
Pat Bariteau, David Schmall, Darren
Anderson, Nick Palacios, Nate Swan, Josh
Kelley, Nate Alchelpohl, Chase Cullins
and Wes Kirste.

This roster is pretty stacked. Plain and
simple, one of the best. We played Edison
our first game at districts and dominated as
expected. We then played Carey (Hoover)
and beat them twice to become District
Champions. We averaged 16 runs per
game in districts. Then we took the long
drive to Exeter for Small State. The first
game we were paired with Corcoran. We
then, of course, ten run-ruled them. After
that game, we were unbeatable, beating
Shafter the same way. For the champi-
onship we had to play Corcoran … again.
We defeated them 6-3 in the closest game
of the season. 

The California Central Section State

Tournament was being hosted in Lodi. The
two-hour plus drive forced us to stay in
hotels. We stayed in the Comfort Inn in the
worst part of Lodi. Four guys to a room
with bad air-conditioning made it even
better. This year we were paired with
Arroyo Grande in the first round. We
ended up defeating them 12-1 for our first
ever win at state. That Sunday, we played
Manteca. We lost 13-6 in our first lost of
the All-star season. Because we lost, we
were forced to play every day until we
either won the tourney, or lost.

The next game we were pumped
beyond belief because we had found out
whom we were going to be playing —
Madera. We had complete momentum after
putting up eight runs in the first inning. The
final score was 12-1 and Madera was going
home. The night before the Madera game,
Northwest Bakersfield, our hotel partners,
had gotten in trouble by patrolling police
officers because they were out at two
o'clock. When asked who they were, they
said that they were “with Liberty.”

The next day was it, baby, the “Battle
of the Comfort Inn.” The one we had been
waiting for. Northwest Bakersfield was
our newest enemy. We put up 10 runs in
the first inning and the score was 10-2.
Sadly, after that we committed six errors
that game and lost 23-12. We had lost our
final game at State.

Liberty Babe Ruth goes to State

Back Row - Coach Roger Schuh, Nate Swan, Mitch Kochergen, Daniel Whittemore,
Kenneth Kirkman, Zach Schuh, Chase Cullins, Wes Kirste, Coach John Palacios, Tyler
Melvin and Coach Pat Bariteau. Front Row - Darren Anderson, Nick Palacios, Nate
Alchelpohl, Josh Kelley, Pat Bariteau, David Schmall and Jake Preo.
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Lucky 7
SShheellll

LIQUOR  •  DISCOUNT  CIGARETTES  •  DELI

COME SEE OUR NEW
WINE & LIQUOR SELECTION

37019 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos

SMIRNOFF
VODKA 110099$$

JACK
DANIELS

750 ML
W/COUPON • EXP. 11/30/06

JOSE
CUERVO
TEQUILA

116699$$
750 ML

W/COUPON • EXP. 11/30/06

111199$$
750 ML

W/COUPON • EXP. 11/30/06
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Original, Custom
Murals & Portraits

Claudia Fletcher
559-297-5348

Beautiful, lifelike paintings
of almost any subject

on almost any surface.

Custom art, prints and
framing also. 

Artwork from a 22’ x 60’
mural in Exeter, Calif.

11/06

TREE FARM
Thousands to Choose From

Great Prices & We Deliver

974-2117
call JOHN FINLEY 35597 AVE 12 1/2

Madera Ranchos
(Corner of AVE 12 1/2 & RD 35 1/2)

CM&N Nursery
11/06

COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available

11/06

TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand

11/06

Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control

11/06

call
Ryan Raso

HORSESHOEING
NEEDS

your local
Ranchos

resident and
horseshoeing

expert for
all of your 

11/06

Business Profiles

10 Years of Smiles at Dr. Pia’s
No place in the Ranchos keeps the people smiling

like Ranchos Dental Care. Now in its tenth year, the
practice of Dr. Matthew Pia has flourished in the com-
munity that he, his wife and three children call home.
But why start a practice in the Ranchos? “I was born
in Madera and liked the area,” the doctor says. “I was
looking for a smaller community where I could grow
with the community.” And grow he has. Dr. Pia esti-
mates his patient base at “ a couple of thousand,”
including some patients that come from as far away as
Visalia and Merced.

In addition to general dentistry, Dr. Pia has also
been offering orthodontic services for the last five
years. He had an exceptionally memorable opportuni-
ty to use his orthodontic skills recently when LHS
football player Tyler Melvin came to him with a bro-

ken tooth one a day that he had a big event to go to. A short while later Tyler was as good
as new and none of the kids at school were even aware of the emergency procedure.

In addition to Matthew Pia, the dentist, there’s Matthew Pia the Ranchos communi-
ty member. His children attend Golden Valley schools and he coaches softball, baseball,
soccer and flag football here. He’s involved with the Flipside church and Boy Scouting
and his medical practice provides work for five
employees. In addition, he’s established an academic
scholarship at Liberty High School for worthy candi-
dates who want to pursue the medical profession in
college. “I started it with the first graduating class and
have been doing it ever since,” Pia said.

The good news is Dr. Pia has absolutely no pans
to leave the area. He’s not quite ready to expand his
business, yet, but if he should the Ranchos will figure
heavily into his plans.

“I love this area!” Pia exclaimed, “I am proud to
be a participating member of this wonderful commu-
nity. The schools out here are great and my family
loves living here.”

Dr. Pia, we love having you out here. Here’s to
the next 10 years.                                                      

... and how son Zachory has seen
his Daddy for the last six years.

How most people have seen Dr.
Pia over the last ten years ... 
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1706 Howard Rd. • Madera

559-674-0071

Lay Away Now
For CHRISTMAS

Happy Thanksgiving 
from the staff at 

Venturi House of Music
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By Ken Cooksey, Jr.

We are entering into what I like to call
the “month” of Thanksgiving. As we do,
so many things immediately come to mind
that I am thankful for. You know things
like my health, my finances and my fami-
ly. If I were to ask you what you were
thankful for, you would probably have
many of the same things that you are
thankful for as I am.

It is an easy thing however to give
thanks when things are going the way we
think they should be going, but what about
when things aren’t going as we think they
ought to go, are we still able to give
thanks?

When things happen in our lives that
are so contrary to what we call good, are
we still able to give thanks, or are we so
down on God and anyone who might even
speak positive to us that we become angry
at the very mention of their name or the
sight of them? Here before us lies the big
test then doesn’t it? The test being, is our
character one that is able to give thanks to
God or anyone else for that matter even
when we don’t like what life is throwing
our way, or are we only able to give thanks
when life is going the way we like it to go?

I’m certainly not suggesting that it is
an easy thing to be thankful when tragedy
comes our way, or when difficult times
come along, but I am saying that it is pos-
sible to be thankful even in the hard times.

You see, when we realize that thank-
fulness isn’t dependent upon our circum-
stances surrounding us, but rather on a joy
that comes from the inside of a person,
then we can truly be thankful at any time,
and in any situation. You can be thankful
even when you don’t have food on the
table, or when your health is not where
you want it to be. You can be thankful
even through the worst of times in this life.

I do want to tell you though; peace
and happiness such as this can only come

when you have the peace of mind that
transcends all understanding. I know you
want to know how you can acquire such
peace, so let me tell you.

Imagine with me for just a moment if
you will, never being anxious about any-
thing! It seems like an impossibility, does-
n’t it? We all have worries on the job, in
our homes, at school; but what I am sug-
gesting is to turn your worries into
prayers. Do you want to worry less? Then
may I suggest that you pray more!
Whenever you start to worry, stop and
begin to pray. Allow God to take the bur-
den that you are feeling and put it on His
shoulders. It will all be much lighter when
God is carrying the load instead of you.

God’s peace is much different from
the world’s peace. True peace is not found
in positive thinking, or in absence of con-
flict, or in good feelings. Real peace
comes from knowing that God is in con-
trol. Control of all things! Your trust in
God will bring such a surety that your des-
tiny is set, and no matter what may come
your way, you can know that everything is
going to be ok.

As Pastor of Liberty Worship Center
right here in the Ranchos, I teach that there
are only two times when you need to
praise or thank God: 1) When you feel like
it; and 2) when you don’t! Any other time,
you don’t need to!

As a Pastor in our community, I want
you to know that I am continuously pray-
ing for you and your entire family, as is
our entire church family at L.W.C. Have a
wonderful and thankful holiday as we cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving together. Always
remember that God loves you, and He
wants you to be thankful beyond your lim-
its through Him.

God bless you all.

Ken Cooksey, Jr. is the pastor of the
Ranchos’ Liberty Worship Center, locat-
ed at 37275 Ave. 12.

The Pastor’s Desk

Are You Thankful ... All the Time?

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• DRIVEWAYS • HOUSE PADS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK • 289

-174
3

CC
AA

LLLL
  BB

OO
BB
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Call Home Instead Job Line 265-3110

GOOD CARE GIVERS NEEDED!

HELP A SENIOR
DURING THE HOLIDAYS

Share your homemaking skills • Provide non-medical help
Car required • 24 hrs. & shifts available11

/0
6

You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -

11/06

ANK
Got Your Home Ready for the Holidays?

Quality Exteriors, Inc.
General Contractor Lic. #669920

Bonded & Insured 559-645-1392

Vinyl Siding
Garage Doors

Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall
Insulation

Dual Pane Windows
Gutters
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Northwood Village • 7470 N. Fresno St. • Fresno
438-1149

I
CEE Fashions

Accessories & Gifts

Leisure Collection of
Seperates & Dresses

Arriving Weekly!

Fall Fashions + On Sale = Great Buys!
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By Dave Johnson

Recently much of my time has been
spent conducting the “Safe Realtors”
Personal Protection Course throughout
California (www.saferealtors.com). In
doing so, I have noticed many topics that
would apply to everyone, no matter their
occupation. Whether you’re a real estate
professional, a doctor, a teacher, or a full-
time parent, there are many things you can
do day to day to increase your level of
safety and decrease you chances of
becoming a victim. First, we must remem-
ber that Prevention and Preparedness
should be our focus and Defensive
Awareness should be our state of mind.
Prevention comes from education, action
and consistency. Preparedness reduces
paranoia and increases self-confidence.
Effective preparedness comes from realis-
tic training. Defensive Awareness means
to be calmly and constantly aware of your
surroundings (ALL of your surroundings)
and mentally prepared to react appropri-
ately to whatever, without feeling nervous,
apprehensive, afraid, or paranoid. In fact
done correctly, you should feel very com-
fortable, confident and secure. This mental
and physical sense will in turn be very evi-
dent to the criminal element.

So what simple things can we do to
increase our level of safety on a day to day
basis?

1. Try your best to plan out your day
and then let someone you know and trust
know about these plans.

2. Touch bases with this person
throughout the day at specific agreed-to
times. Keep in mind that unless you per-
form #2, #1 is useless.

3. Develop a “code word” or “code
phrase” to use should you find yourself in
a dangerous situation and able to make a
phone call. By utilizing just these three
steps you have created a sort of safety net
should something go wrong. If your spe-
cial someone is not contacted at the
agreed-to time or if they are contacted
with the code word or phrase, emergency
actions and pre-planned responses can be
implemented immediately.

Now let’s talk about ways to avoid a
bad situation all together.

4. Get out of the “Automatic Mode.”
It is easy for a majority of us to fall into
this category. We get up at the same time,
we do the same things and we drive the
same route, etc.

5. Change it up. Remember that often
the criminal element studies their target
very carefully and for some time. Take a
different route, a different street, stop at a
different coffee shop, etc. By changing
your daily routine, you not only become

unpredictable, you become a harder target
and may even view the world in a differ-
ent, more refreshing and interesting way.

6. Look outside before you exit your
house, auto or place of work.

7. Make sure your house, office and
car doors are LOCKED.

8. Be sure you have a cell phone in
hand before leaving to a different location
and that it’s fully charged and in proper
working order.

9. Contact someone and update them
on your plans before leaving to a different
location.

10. Make sure your car and home
alarm systems are in good working order.

11. Walk with confidence, look
around, and make eye contact.

12. Be prepared to defend yourself.
13. Enroll in a REALISTICT Self-

Defense training program. HINT! HINT! 
DON’T WAIT UNTIL SOMETHING

HAPPENS! Remember, “The WORST
time to start Self-Defense training is
AFTER an attack. The only way to really
know how you will react when faced with
a violent encounter, is to experience that
encounter in a safe environment.

CONTACT ME. I would love to hear
from you. E-mail me at info@masterjohn-
son.com. Your participation is vital and
appreciated. Remember, since we are all in
this together, let’s make it a community
project, have some fun, and increase our
level of safety.

PARENTAL GUIDENCE: Spend
some time with your children reviewing
the following sites. www.amw.com/kids,
tcs.cybertipline.com and www.miss-
ingkids.com/adcouncil.

SELF-DEFENSE TIPS: SEEK
PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION.
Protect your space. Always stand at a
slanted angle with one foot back spaced at
about shoulder width. Hands should be
relaxed and held between waist and chest
level. Don’t wait to be hit in order to
defend yourself. KNOW YOUR ENVI-
RONMENT. BE PREPARED TO ACT
INSTANTLY.

Master Johnson is a world-recognized
security and self-defense expert specializ-
ing in executive protection, hand-to-hand,
multiple opponents and weapon disarms.
He is listed in the “Who is Who” in Martial
Arts and was named “Master Instructor of
the Year” 1996 by the World Martial Arts
Hall of Fame. He is the owner of Golden
Valley Martial Arts, Tactical Training
International, Dave Johnson Real Estate,
and operates the World’s only online self-
defense and Black Belt training course at
www.masterjohnson.com. He can be con-
tacted at 559-917-5262.

RReeaalliissttiicc  &&  EEffffeeccttiivvee
SSeellff-DDeeffeennssee  TTrraaiinniinngg

KKiiddss  &&  AAdduullttss

WWoorrlldd  RReeccooggnniizzeedd
BBllaacckk  BBeelltt    CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn

GGoollddeenn  VVaalllleeyy  MMaarrttiiaall  AArrttss

Contact  Master  JJohnson 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com

SSmmaallll  CCllaasssseess
IInnddiivviidduuaall  
IInnssttrruuccttiioonn

LLiimmiitteedd  SScchhooooll
PPooppuullaattiioonn
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THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

$

let SUBWAY do the work
for your special party or get-together

ANY 3-FOOT
PARTY SUB OR

PARTY TRAY

PARTY TRAYS
& PARTY SUBS*
*all require a 24-hour notice.

Valid only at Ranchos Subway • 11-16 to 11-27 ONLY!

11/06
COUPON

Happy

Thanksgiving

25 $50
FEEDS

8-10

ADULTS

FEEDS

16-20

ADULTS
W/COUPON ONLY

EXP. 12/15/06

NOT GOOD W/ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR COUPONS 

ANY 6-FOOT
PARTY SUB

SANDWHICH

Safe & Sound

Safety Should Be a Daily Exercise

TTiiss  tthhee  SSeeaassoonn  ffoorr
HHoolliiddaayy  SSaavviinnggss

28420 Yosemite Springs
Parkway • Coarsegold

658-7800
6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon - Fri
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sat - Sun7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Everyday

37405 Ave. 12
Madera Ranchos

645-1277

HHaappppyy  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
FFrroomm  tthhee  EEnnttiirree  SSttaaffff!!

WWee  wwiillll  bbee  ooppeenn
TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  DDaayy  
uunnttiill  nnoooonn  ttoo  ttaakkee

ccaarree  ooff
YYOOUURR

hhoolliiddaayy  nneeeeddss..

11/06
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Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!
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patios • decks • remodels • additions 
shops • garages • houses

bonded & insured,  Lic.# 834030

King’s Construction

960-3375Call Josh

Local
contractor

11
/0

6

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

11
/0

6

Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

11/06

A Delightful Touch
Beauty Salon

Hair: Cuts • Styles • Perms • Colors • Nails & Pedicures

• Marilyn Haynes
• Sheila Sciacqua
• Robin Parks

37164 Ave. 12 #103 • Madera
(559) 645-8323

located next
to Subway

• Paula Stuart

Gift Items Now Available for Thanksgiving & Christmas

11/06

37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos
645-0122

279$
Next to the Pizza Factory

LIMITED QUANTITY

Pre-Holiday Sale
IBM Think Pad

with AC adapter and CD player
DVD & thumbdrive upgrades available
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Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base 
Base Rock  • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock • Rock Dust

Crushed Rock  • Top Soil
1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock

UNDER NEWMANAGEMENT

C&C Trucking • 479-0055
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HEADLINER SALONTH
E

Gift Certif
icates Available

Color

H
ai

rc
ut

s

Waxing

Manicures

Perms

Brows

Margo - Stylist Molly - Stylist
Jennifer - S

tylist

Alysha - Stylist

Nancy - Stylist

Debbie - Tanning Specialist

645-1826

Tanning

Nails

Spa Pedicures

Look Great
for the 
Holidays

Jennifer - M
anicurist
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On Feb. 3, 2007 the Madera County
Academic Decathlon will celebrate its
25th Anniversary.

The Madera County Office of
Education needs former Decathletes to
participate in a “25 Years of Excellence”
video.

To celebrate this monumental event,
Madera County will hold a commemora-
tive celebration before the awards cere-
mony at 4 p.m. at Madera South High
School.  

During the ceremony Madera County
Office of Education would like to honor
former decathletes with certificates and
present a video highlighting past years.

Former decathletes are needed for inter-
views for the video.  Any photos or video
footage is also welcome from decathletes.

More than 525 participants have ben-
efited since the event’s inception in 1982.

The event has seen 30 different coaches
from the six schools that have participat-
ed.

Each year the United States
Academic Decathlon produces study
materials and tests in eight of the 10
event categories.  Each year the
Decathlon has a specific theme and each
section encompasses that into their test.
The tests include: art, economics, essay,
language and literature, math, music,
social science and science.  A speech and
interview are also conducted for each
student.

Volunteers are needed to judge the
speeches and interviews the morning of
Saturday, Feb. 3.

Former Decathletes and anyone
interested in the volunteering at the event,
please call Kristi Peine, events developer
at 559-662-6273.

Ex-Academic Decathletes Sought
For 25th Anniversary Program

37398 Berkshire Drive
Madera, CA 93636

A Division of Pitre Electric, Inc.

Phone (559) 645-5680
Fax (559) 645-5681

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sun 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.11
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NOW AT HURST HARDWARE: CHAIN SAW SHARPENING
$$55..5500  ppeerr  cchhaaiinn  OOFFFF  ssaaww  //  $$1100..5500  ppeerr  cchhaaiinn  OONN  ssaaww

179 299
Life-Lite
Disposable
Flashlight

Limit one per coupon
(10903047) (LL10GSE12N)

26-Oz.
Windex
Spray Glass
Cleaner

(32251043) (20133)

EX
P.

 1
1/

30
/0
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EX
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1/
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GGeennttllee  hhaannddss,,    aaffffoorrddaabbllee              rraatteess

bring  in  your  pets  for  a  shampoo
where  you  BOTH  feel  comfortable!

bring  in  this  ad  and  save

oonn  yyoouurr  nneexxtt  ppeett  ggrroooommiinngg

DDoogg  &&  CCaatt  GGrroooommiinngg

216  N.  “E” St.
Madera

for  an
appointment

call

A&L Purr-D-Paws

674-1245
2.00$ 11

/0
6
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Dave Bruno Electric

24177 Tropical Drive • Madera, CA 93638

Industrial • Commercial 
Electrical Services

673-6875

11
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Lic.#772573

11/06

cvail@mw-ins.com

Free Estimates • Lic.# 814909
645-0421 or 479-1321

Don’t Get Caught In The Rain!

11/06

CONTINUOUS
GUTTERS

10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

37 Years 

Experience

11
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Monte Pistoresi, President

(559) 673-8004
Fax: (559) 673-4699

1 1 3  N .  “ R ”  S t r e e t  • M a d e r a

HAVE A SAFE AND 
HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING
from the staff at Pistoresi Ambulance

Pistoresi Ambulance
Service Inc.

By Thea Fiskin

Autumn is here but what little rain
we've gotten hasn't been enough to turn off
the sprinklers yet, so continue watering till
we get a really good soaking. Our first
frost usually arrives the middle of
November so now is the time to prepare.
Bring frost-tender plants inside or under
the patio for protection. Some plants that
are in the ground will require protection
too. Wrap trunks of young palms and cit-
rus with blankets, burlap or heavy paper. If
you use plastic, create a tent over the plant
without touching it and open it on sunny
days so the plant doesn't cook. Some peo-
ple string Christmas lights or place buck-
ets of warm water under their plants on
especially cold nights as added protection.

Garden Chores
Fallen Leaves - Don't waste fallen

leaves by throwing them away. Instead,
rake into piles, then run over them with the
lawn mower to chop, reduce volume, and
gather them in the mower's bag. Afterward
add to the compost pile, bury in the veggie
garden, spread in flower beds, or store in
dark garbage bags. Leaves break down in
no time to make a wonderful amendment
that enriches garden soil.

Landscape Trees - Prune deciduous
and evergreen trees with dense canopies,
like the California Pepper, before any more
winter storms arrive. Selectively remove
entire branches to allow airflow through
the tree canopy and prevent wind from
blowing over top heavy trees. PLEASE
DON'T stub branches back so trees end up
looking like hat racks! Large trees should
be pruned by a certified arborist. 

Houseplants - As we turn on the
heaters our houseplants will be gasping for
the humidity they need, so treat them to a
humidity tray. Line the tray under the plant
with pebbles and add water to just below
the surface of the rocks. Never let plants
sit directly in water or they will rot. Some
plants also benefit from misting including
dracaena, ferns and schefflera. Do not mist
cacti, succulents or any hairy leaved plants
like African violets.

Weed Prevention - Winter weeds are
popping up now; remove them while
young before new seeds form. Spraying
isn't always necessary; a hula hoe works
great and helps work off all those holiday
goodies. If weeds are a big problem in
large flowerbeds or lawns, then apply a
preemergence herbicide to prevent annual
weed germination. Discourage weeds by
mulching flowerbeds, shrubs and trees
with a thick layer of leaves or other organ-
ic topper. If using preemergence herbi-
cides, spray first then add a layer of mulch. 

Critter Control - Now that nights are
cooler slugs and snails are lurking about.
Hand-pick or use snail bait to control. If
you've got pets or kids use iron phosphate
baits instead of the poisonous metaldehyde
baits. Iron phosphate breaks down into fer-
tilizer and can be used on any ornamental
or vegetable plant right up to picking. 

Dormant Sprays - If peach or nec-
tarine trees had curled or puckered leaves
this summer, then take preventative meas-
ures now against the fungal disease called
"peach leaf curl" for next spring. Rake
leaves when they fall, remove any fruit
mummies, and discard both rather than put
them in the compost pile. Spray trunk,
branches and ground underneath tree with
a copper-based fungicide or a Bordeaux
mixture (slurry made of hydrated lime and
copper sulfate) or a synthetic fungicide.

What To Plant
Winter Interest - Add winter interest

to your garden with plants that produce
berries. One plant may be all that is need-
ed to spark interest in a dreary corner. Try
cotoneaster, holly, pyracantha, or toyon.

Winter Color - Plant calendulas, del-
phinium, dianthus, foxgloves, Iceland pop-
pies, Johnny-jump-up, ornamental kale,
paludosum daisy, pansies, primroses, snap-
dragons and stock. Or spread wildflower
seeds, like bachelor buttons, California
poppies, clarkia, gypsophila, and larkspur. 

Bulbs - Now that the temperature has
dropped its time to plant bulbs, try
anemones, daffodils, hyacinths, scilla and
tulips. Garden stores have good supplies
and many bulb companies on the internet
have great specials on their leftovers.

Vegetables - Winter transplants avail-
able in nurseries are artichokes, bok-choi,
broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce and
Swiss chard. Sow seed of beets, carrots,
lettuce, peas and radishes. 

Now is a good time to get individual
attention on garden questions from your
local nursery, since this is their slow sea-
son. Or better yet give the Master
Gardeners a call or email us at our Website.

Happy Thanksgiving.

Thea Fiskin is a UC Master Gardener
with Tulare/Kings County. Master Gardeners
are members of communities who are trained
by UC Cooperative Extension experts in differ-
ent aspects of plant science and then volunteer
to extend that information to their community.
The mission of the Master Gardener program
is to provide research-based information for
gardening practices and technologies of home
horticulture, integrated pest management and
environmental resource conservation.

Garden Tips

Don’t Turn Off Sprinklers ... Yet
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Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

Our Ranchos/Hills Senior Center,
located at 37330 Berkshire, would like to
continue telling you about the “Historic”
Cobb’s Ranch. This documented history
of the property began years before
California became a state on Sept. 9,
1850. Hopefully, you read the first half of
this article in the October 2006 Senior
Report published in the Ranchos
Independent. This month will continue
where it ended with, “… on April 4, 1846,
the San Joaquin River served as the cen-
terline of a land grant called ‘Ranchos Rio
Del San Joaquin.’ Containing 48,801
acres, this grant stretched along the river
from the present day site of Herndon near
Highway 99 to the town Millerton, now
covered by Millerton Lake, and included
the river land upon which the Cobb’s
would settle.”

Van Buren and Minerva Cobb with
Mary, age 5, Elizabeth, 3, and James, 1,
traveled by wagon train, drawn by mules,
from Indiana to California in October 1868
after Van Buren Cobb decided to leave his
law practice. According to family legend,
Van Buren Cobb very well may have known
another Midwest attorney - Abraham
Lincoln. People were fighting one another
for houses in post-Civil War Indiana - “you
stole my house and I stole your house” - the
Cobb’s left Indiana to escape the hullabaloo
and aftermath of the Civil War.

After Van Buren and Minerva Cobb
arrived in our area, chance just fell their
way as the original land grant applicants
failed to fulfill obligations agreed upon and
their final title was not approved. There
were several 160 acre parcels and appli-
cants involved. The rejections for final title
approval were different and not clearly
documented. In one case, the property was
not properly improved and this was a must.
The original grantee agreed to build a
dwelling or fence the property if it was to
be used for grazing cattle and these agree-
ments were not kept. In another case the
grantee began selling off portions of his
grant. When the buyers were unable to gain
titles to their investments, the California
Land Commission, a division of the United
States Department of Interior, became
involved and eventually wrangled its way
to the United States Supreme Court.

It is believed part of the above men-
tioned property was acquired in Van Buren
Cobb’s name and another part in Minerva
Cobb’s name. Tax records support land
sales made by Minerva while taxes were
assessed to Van Buren for raising sheep. In
either case, it was well known the Cobb’s
were financially secure when they arrived
here from Indiana and that Van Buren
Cobb’s family from Tennessee was affluent.

Our Senior Center members will be serv-
ing coffee and cookies at Cobb’s Ranch on
Dec. 2 and 3; 9 and 10; and 16 and 17. This is
an enchanting place for children to see Santa
in his house on stilts, the pizza garden, chick-
ens and cows, etc. Hope to see you there!

The next monthly sale will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 2 from 8 a.m. – noon. This
is the tree-planting time of year so come
pick out a new one for your yard. New
shrubs and flowering plants have just been
received and will spark up the front of
your home for the winter. The Treasure
House will be open and filled with new
sale items. There will be no boutique, pro-
duce or bake sale at the center on Dec. 2
due to our involvement at Cobb’s Ranch.
However, several members have been
making pomegranate jelly and, at present,
we have beautiful, large pomegranates and
tomatoes available in the produce area of
the main building on Mondays through
Fridays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. We don’t want
you to get out of the habit of coming in to

see us so remember the plants, cookbooks
and the boutique sections are also avail-
able Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 1
p.m., Tuesdays, 6 to 9 p.m., and Thursday
evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

Remember Tuesday evenings at 5:30
to 9 p.m. because it is BINGO night.

On Thursday, Nov. 16, 53
Ranchos/Hills Senior members gathered
to celebrate a Thanksgiving dinner
together. After the meal, games were
played. A good time was had by all.

Nurses from the Madera PHCA
Senior Program will be providing FREE
comprehensive health screenings that
includes health history, measurement of
blood pressure, height and weight, pulse,
screenings for diabetes, hearing, vision,
urinalysis and more. This service is for
persons 50 years and older and is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Dec. 20 between
9:30 and 11:30 a.m. Health assessments
are by appointment only so be sure to call
Melody or Karla at 675-7893.

The November Birthday and
Anniversary celebration luncheon with 28
in attendance was held Nov. 10 at East-
West Restaurant in Fresno. The December
celebration is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 1
at 5 p.m. at Cats in Madera Ranchos.

The Retired Seniors Volunteer
Program (RSVP) staff is sponsoring a 4-
day Mexican Baja cruise, Feb. 26 through
March 2, 2007. They leave Long Beach
with a stop at Catalina, on to Ensenada then
head back with a fun day at sea before
docking in Long Beach. Want to join them?
Call Joann Blancett today at 645-4864 as
reservations need to be made very soon.

Laughter is a lot of fun and also good
for your body and soul. If you need someone
to laugh with, then we need you! Come join
our Thursday evening potlucks with games
played afterwards. There is a lot of fun here.

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-

gram Monday through Friday 11:30 a.m.
Suggested price for 60 years and older is
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in
advance so remember to call Joann at 645-
4864. There is still room in the well-attend-
ed exercise class on Monday, Wednesday
and Fridays, from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. You
need not be a member to attend these class-
es. The attendance has been growing but
there is always room for one more: you!
Even two more if you bring your friend!
The line dancing class plans to start up
again on Thursday, Jan. 11 at 1 p.m.

Remember, BINGO is normally held
every Tuesday evenings 5:30 to 9 p.m.
However, due to Christmas and the New
Year holidays, we will not be open Dec.
19, 26 and Jan. 2, 9 and 16. Hope to see
you again on Jan. 23.

Up and Coming Events
December 1, 5 p.m. Monthly Birthday

and Anniversary Celebration at Cats in
Madera Ranchos. 

December 2, 8 a.m. to noon, Monthly Sale.
December 20, Health Screening, call

Melody or Karla at 675-7893 for an
appointment.

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations need-
ed, call Joann 645-4864).

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more
available).

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Card BINGO, noon to 1 p.m.
Thursday, Potluck then Hand & Foot

or Pinochle, 6 to 9 p.m. (Please bring your
own plate and silverware).

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.
We have shared data regarding our

Senior Center with you. We wish you
peace, beauty, hope, joy and love and wel-

come you to come and be one of us as our
organization offers and promotes social,
educational and civic activities in order to
provide a better quality of life for all sen-
ior citizens. You have received an invita-
tion. Hope to see you soon?

Cobb’s Ranch Subject of Seniors’ Madera Ranchos History Lesson

11/06

Valley
Feed’s
Pre-
Holiday
Sale!

121 N. Gateway Dr., Madera • 674-6735

Monday - Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m - 3 p.m. Valley Feed

20 to 30% OFF

18.95$ 30% OFF
JEANS

all other Wranglers 20% OFF!

SHIRTS
style 13MWZ & 936 denim

UP TO

Carhartt • Boots • Hats • Jewelry & Accessories

NOV. 17 through DEC. 8 ONLY!
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1.  PERSONALITIES:  What  was  the
boxing  champion  Muhammad Al i ' s
or ig ina l  name?
2.  FOOD & DRINK:  What  i s  the
l iquor  cass i s  made  f rom?
3.  POP CULTURE:  In  what  year  was
the  P i l l sbury  Doughboy in t roduced

in  TV ads?
4 .  A S T R O N O M Y:  W h a t  i s  a
"mar ia"?
5 .  ART:  Who pa in ted  the  famous
por t ra i t  ca l led  "Amer ican  Goth ic"?
6 .  L I T E R AT U R E :  W h o  w r o t e  t h e
n o v e l  " T h e  H e a r t  i s  a  L o n e l y

Hunter"?
7 .  MOVIES:  Who was  the  f i r s t
b lack  man to  win  an  Oscar?
8 .  R O YA LT Y:  W h a t  i s  P r i n c e
Andrew's  off ic ia l  t i t l e?
9 .  INVENTIONS:  Who i s  c red i ted
wi th  invent ing  Tef lon?
10.  U.S .  PRESIDENTS:  What  was
the  name of  Pres ident  Cl in ton ' s
ca t?

© 2006 King Features Synd., Inc. 

TRIVIA TEST By Fifi Rodriquez

1. Cassius Clay
2. Black currants
3. 1965
4. Also known as a sea, a maria

is a dark region on the Moon.
5. Grant Wood
6. Carson McCullers
7. Sidney Poitier won for his

role in "Lilies of the Field."
8. Duke of York
9. Roy Plunkett
10. Socks

Answers
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Business Directory
Charisse Lindsay Stindt

FARMERS

36711 Ave. 12 Ste. A • Madera

(559) 645-4124

Lic#0616281

Auto • Home • Life • Business

VISIT OUR NEW
LOCATION

VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

&
DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS

37341 Ave. 16, Madera Ranchos
Cash and Credit Accepted ... NO CHECKS

645-7032 or 999-6832
By appointment Only ... 2 hour maximum per vist

New stock put out daily
All must go ... down to the displays
Doors close when the last item sells

50% OFF50% OFF

479-0055
C&C Trucking

Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base 
Base Rock  • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock
• Rock Dust • Crushed Rock • Top Soil

1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B
Madera, CA 93638

37221 Ave. 12 Maywood Center
645-1202

DVD • VHS • GAMES 
Movies, Shipping and More

TAKE
TWO

VIDEO

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
30 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Residential Sales • Property
Management • Real Estate

Investments • License Training
Cell. 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3772

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351
SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

Ranchos  Auto  Repair
&&  CChhuucckk’’ss  TTrraannssmmiissssiioonn

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

664455-44447755

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Awnings and
Lonas Del Valle

• Awning • Recovers
• Repairs • Boat Covers

• Auto Upholstery
All Canvas Repairs

15 years Experience
645-5109  313-8407

Lic. # B0006328

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Elaine’s Animal Inn
3912 N. Hayston
Fresno, CA 93727
(559) 227-5959
fax (559) 227-5960

Elaine’s Animal Inn
40373 Brickyard Dr.
Madera, CA 93638
(559) 432-5959
fax (559) 432-5616

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    263-7864

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

KRAMM’S
YELLOW 

HORSE RANCH
Sales � New babies each year  

Ask about our beginners lessons
AQHA-APHA registered

FREE Manure – we’ll load your pickup
Larry & Rose Kramm, Owners

16291 Road 37, Madera

645-1087
www.kyhranch.com

Accredited Acute Care Hospital
Outpatient Surgery Center

Outpatient Center - X-ray, Open MRI,
Lab, Rehabilitation Therapy 

Home Health Agency and LifeLine
Family Health Services Clinic

MCH

675-5555

Madera Community Hospital 

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

YAMAHA

645-4545

NEW
MotorcycleDealer

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
NOW OPEN!

209-742-2251
Gary Suggs

Balance is the key to performance

AFA Certified
Farrier

All phases of farrier science with attention to detail

LANDSCAPING
QUESTIONS?

for info on
consultations call

645-7606
37476 Ave. 12 • Madera

FERNWOOD 
NURSERY

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811-55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

FARM EQUIPMENT • FENCES
TRAILERS • GENERAL WELDING

ANY WELDING NEEDS
AROUND THE HOME

645-5287
Scott Gambill

WWEELLDDIINNGG
SERVICE

SSCCOOTTTT’’SS  PPOORRTTAABBLLEE

645-1212
HOME LOANS
37144 AVE. 12 #103 • MADERA RANCHOS

Valley Painting Co.

645-4561 • cell307-9180

Trust your home to
a Licensed Painter

• Specializing in Interiors and Exteriors
• 30 Years Experience in the Valley
• The Highest Quality Materials
• Licensed and Bonded

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-222-FEET    

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

(222-3338)

CCAALLLL  BBOOBB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

“Wherever you want to go,

I’ll get you there.”

Golden Travel
of Madera

289-3357 or 645-1348

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
massage therapist
permanent makeup

manicurist
hair salon color, cuts

& highlights

Cruises • Flights
Vacation Packages

Hotels
www.ranchostravel.com

645-1120 or 270-2444

AUTO • HOME • OFFICE •  VINYL SIGNS

call GREG PEREZ at

ffrreeee  eessttiimmaatteess!!

CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa
CCuussttoomm
TTiinntt

312-5762312-5762

window  tinting
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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PPrreessttiiggee  GGrroooommiinngg
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET
447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

11/06
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

11/06

To Place Your Ad Call 645-0634

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

11/06

11
/0

6

Locally owned and operated, we’re open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We are also available after hours and on weekends
by appointment for your convenience.

We are your neighborhood mortgage company
located in the Maywood Center, here to serve all

your home loan needs. At Ranchos Mortgage you
can always expect honesty and professionalism.

11/06

RANCHOS MORTGAGE
37193 Ave. 12, Ste. 3D • Madera Ranchos
664455-55221199

info@ranchosmortgage.com 

Thursday, Nov. 30 from 6-7:30 p.m. Call 645-5219 to reserve your seat.

Learn how to buy with $0 down and $0 closing
costs! • Stop paying your landlord’s mortgage!

FREE FIRST-TIME BUYER’S CLASS

Get a FREE cruise to Mexico for 2
when you purchase or refi with us
now through January 31!*

Holiday Specials

*Port charges and taxes included.
Cruise provided by Ranchos Travel.

Buying?
Selling?

Relocation?

“A local resident in the Bonadelle Ranchos for the last six years, I am
also a member of the Fresno Multiple Listing Service.”

Judy Hart, Realtor

Judy  Hart,  Realtor • 559-479-1429 • onesterileort@hotmail.com 

No one works harder
than Judy Hart to make your

home ownership dreams come true.

11/06

SIERRA REALTORS

“No Excuses Just Results”

41428 Ave. 10 1/2 Ste.B
Madera, CA 93638

Oscar Anaya
Senior Loan Officer

645-754011
/0

6
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Real Estate

Sharp custom home with vaulted ceilings and bay window. Large kitchen and
breakfast bar with pantry. French doors, huge master bedroom with large walk-in
closet. Oversized shower with seat, raised vanity and sitting area. Upgraded carpet
and lighting throughout. 4-car finished garage and large covered back patio.

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$469,000
12336 Waverly

Beautiful park-like yard showcases this home. Kitchen just updated w/tile counters
and floors, maple cabinets, eating island and storage! Master suite has French doors
that lead out to a spa. Tile flooring everywhere and unique ceiling treatments. Large
outdoor shed w/electricity, mature landscaping and raised garden area.

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$530,000
16751 Monreal

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$499,000
16211 Road 36

Country home w/pool, huge shop and horse set-up on 2.25 acres. Great room, for-
mal dining room, woodstove, dual pane glass, 2 patio doors and solar panels (pays
approx. 80% of electric bill). Yard complete with mature landscaping and fencing
front and back. Shop insulated; Pebble Tec on pool; Fruit trees.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$429,000
36027 Ruth Ave.

Brand new custom home on 1.25 acres near Liberty High. Home features open great
room with vaulted ceilings, isolated bed and bath perfect for guests, spacious kitchen
with breakfast bar and two closets in master suite. Jack & Jill bathroom between bed-
rooms 2 & 3, nice utility room with pantry. Finished 2-car garage.

P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

11/06

1.3 ACRES 3 BD/2BA @ 18692
Rhine Dr. New wiring, plumbing,
new tile counters. Huge covered
patio. Property backs on an
orchard. 60x30 insulated/heated
shop w/office. $395,000.

3 BD/1BA @ 29462 AVE 13 1/2.
Cute 3 bedroom 1 bath home on a
quiet, dead-end street. Lots of
trees in front. Great for first time
buyers. $250,000.

40 ACRE VINEYARD/AG INVEST-
MENT Thompson seedless grow-
ing on 38 ac. Includes 2BR/1BA
home w/historic water tower and
3BR/2BA mobile home. Property
at present is in Williamson Act
w/Fresno Irrigation District
water rights. $1.4 Million.

398+ acres. Ave. 15 west of Rd. 35.
$19,500/acre. Long range develop-
ment. Williamson Act now. Full par-
cel Only. Owner/Agent Related.

1+ ac. corner lot on Ave. 12. $475K.
Commercial potential.

We have buyers for orchards. If you
would like to sell, please call us.
Land advertised here, and ones we
are negotiating on, are great invest-
ment opportunities. For instance,
the 398 acres on Ave. 15 are listed
with a new price at $19,500 per
acre, while other properties in the
area are selling for $25K to $45K
per acre - and more. Give us a call
and let us talk with you about
investment opportunities.

Our office in Clovis is open for busi-
ness. If you need any information
about residential real estate, please
call us. We are here to serve you.
Residential - Commercial - Agricultural

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770

11/06

AVE. 11 at RD 35 - 36 ac. of grazing
land near Valley Teen Ranch. Corner
parcel, Williamson Act, ag use only
for now. Owner/Agent $900,000.

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell

www.kellnerproperties.com

Land

GREAT PROPERTY/GREAT PRICE - 3
BD/2BA @ 36954 Sparta. RV parking,
newer comp roof, freshly painted
in/out, lots of closet/storage, securi-
ty alarm, sprinklers front/back.
Many extras. $299,000.

3BD/1.5BA @ 17808 WABASH
Somewhat distressed but will be
upgraded w/ new paint, etc. Large,
fenced backyard w/covered patio.
Roof and ext. paint are 2 yrs. new.
Drywell is 3 yrs. new. On water sys-
tem. $280,000.

Homes

To Advertise Call 645-0634

11/06

John Herrera, Realtor

559-217-8947“The most important things
in your house are the people.”

I’ve been your neighbor since 1979. I have
coached youth sports, am a member of Ranchos
Kiwanis and am a retired Fresno Police officer. Now,
I am a realtor for London Properties and a member of
the Fresno and Madera Multiple Listing Services.

If you’re selling your home, I can explain our
marketing programs, starting at only 2%. If you’re
buying a home, I will get you on “solid ground.”

For an agent you can trust, call me at 

JERRY EDDINGS,
REALTORS

559-645-1890
Great open floor plan. 3 BR/1.75 BA, formal dining
area w/large kitchen, breakfast bar and pantry.
Master BR has large walk-in closet, new Pergo in
great room, hall and bedrooms. Large patio and cov-
ered RV parking. Laundry room and fenced yard. All
on 1 acre in Madera Ranchos.  $365,000. 11/06

37144 Ave. 12   Ste. 102
Madera Ranchos

559-435-1890

Loans are pursuant to the
California Dept. of Corporations
CFL Lic. #6072414
DRE Lic. #0152125637144 AVE. 12 #103 • MADERA RANCHOS

••  FFaasstt,,  ffaasstt,,  ffaasstt  llooaann  pprroocceessssiinngg
••  FFiirrsstt-ttiimmee  bbuuyyeerrss’’  pprrooggrraammss
••  LLeessss  tthhaann  ppeerrffeecctt  ccrreeddiitt  OOKK!!

••  NNeeww  5500-yyeeaarr  llooaann  aavvaaiillaabbllee
••  NNeeww  RRaattee  RReedduuccttiioonn  pprrooggrraamm
•• SSppeecciiaall  pprrooggrraammss  ffoorr  tteeaacchheerrss,,

hheeaalltthhccaarree  wwoorrkkeerrss  aanndd  ssaaffeettyy
ooffffiicceerrss..  AAsskk  uuss!!

Se  Habla  Español
645-1212

500 OFF CLOSING COSTS!*$
*Upon close of escrow11/06

HOME LOANS

Continental Realty



Alteration Service

Molly’s Alterations - tailoring, repairs,
and leathers. Fast service. Located at
36619 Ave. 12 or call 645-5527.

Firewood

Firewood for sale 16” to 18” dry split
tamarack $185/cord. Dry almond
$160/cord. Free delivery. Call 645-6267
or 240-7118.

Firewood for sale. Dry almond fire-
wood split $185. Rounds $150. Free
delivery call 283-2141.

For Lease

Office space available immediately -
1200 sq. ft. in front of Hurst Hardware.
$1425 per month plus $225 common
area. Call 645-5680 for more info.

For Rent

For Rent – House for rent. 4 br 2ba,
1ac. 3 car garage. $1400/month plus
security deposit. Credit  check. Call
Ethel Pronin at 435-3366 or Jerry
Eddings Realtors at 645-1890.

For Sale

For Sale - 2 telephone poles 20’, 2
steel culverts 1’ X 20’, 2 beams 11 ½ X
3 ½ X20’, 2 X 4’s also available.  Make
offer 645-0869. Leave message.

For Sale - Used fence lumber, 2 X 6
and 4 X 4’s. Reasonable. Call 645-0870.

For Sale - 1976 GMC ¾ ton, 4X4, long
bed pickup, 2 fuel tanks, auto, Warn
hubs, hi-power rebuilt 350, runs great.
$3600. Call 209-628-0825.

For Sale - Utility trailer, heavy duty,
single axle. $300. Call Bill at 645-0229.

For Sale - Horses for sale.AQHAand APHA
horses for sale. Call 645-5290 or 304-5073.

For Sale - Electric washer & dryer
$125 for both. Twin day bed with mat-
tress $35. Trampoline with safety net
$100. Horses for sale $1,500 and up.
Call 645-0203.

For Sale - 2006 Pool table. Never used
w/accessories, 1” slate, leather pockets,
warranty, Cost $4k. Sacrifice $1,195.
Call 230-0486.

For Sale - 2006 Hot tub. Loaded digi-
tal, 47 chrome jets, ozone, waterfall and
therapy seats, Brand new! Cost $8,200.
Sacrifice $3,875. Call 559-360-9047.

For Sale - Spa. Never used. Loaded,
therapy seats, warranty. $2475. Call
438-0248.

For Sale - 7 pc. bedroom set. Solid
cherry wood sleigh bed, nightstand,
dresser/mirror, chest. All Dovetail,
Thomasville Quality, New in box. Cost
$8k. Sacrifice $1,875. Call 277-2511.

For Sale - $195 Queen pillow top mat-
tress/box, never used. Cost $500, sacri-
fice $195. Call 447-5066.

For Sale - $295 All new King plush
pillow top mattress/box. Cost $600.
Sacrifice $295. New in plastic. Call
275-8813.

Free

Elephant ear plants. You pick up. Call
645-4948.

Gutter Service

The Gutter Doctor - specializing in
both continuous & standard rain gutters.
Unusual jobs.  Air conditioning service
also avail. Yearly cleaning. 29 years
working in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Handyman Service

Rancho Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Ranchos
Handyman. Whether the job is big or
small the Handyman can do it all. Call
Ohan for estimates. Now available:
house painting. Call 645-6924.

Help Wanted

Reliable & Responsible person need-
ed. Part time and weekends a must.
Apply in person at Madera Ranchos
Pizza Factory. Ask for Chris.

Wanted - Mechanic. Ag mechanic
wanted. Full time, experience in trac-
tors, farm equipment, welding,
hydraulics and electrical. Must have
tools and valid CDL. Benefit package,
hourly wage DOE. Send resume to
24476 Avenue 14 Madera, CA. 93637.
559-674-8715. Fax 559-674-6621.

Money Matters

Investment & Loans - Debt consolida-
tion, refinancing and insurance invest-
ments. Call Bettina G. Villanueva at
559-213-4470.

Money To Loan Service - Oro
Financial able to loan today. Credit not
a problem. Cash for trust deeds.  Mobile
home on land. Call 438-9999.

Painting Service

Gerald Scheffing Painting - “Best in
the West” for over 35 years. Call 674-
2320. Lic. #313070.

Tractor Services

Tractor Discing - grading, mowing,
trenching, drilling, home irrigation
systems. Call Tomas at 645-4932.

Tractor Work - lot discing, mowing and
scraping. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Tractor Work - discing, rototilling,
weed cutting. Bobcat work: drilling,
post holes, trees, trenching and clean
ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-8211.

Tractor Work - House pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching and concrete
work.  Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-
1500.

Utility Service

Underground utilities installed. Call
645-1500.

Window Cleaning Service

Window cleaning special - Most win-
dows $5 inside/out.  Screen and track
included. Prices may vary for large,
irregular or commercial sizes. Hard
water stain removal avail. Fully
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723. Free
estimates.
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Classified Ads

• Bounce Houses
• Water Slides

11
/0

6

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #52621111/06Always high quality at good prices! 645-0421 or 479-1321

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909
Call for details. 

Locally Ownedand Operated

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE

11
/0
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To Advertise Call 645-0634

To Advertise Call
645-0634
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