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Click on “Local News” at 

County Realty 
Notices Begin

Notices will alert prop-
erty owners to potential real 
estate fraud 

 
Madera County Clerk-Recorder 

Rebecca Martinez announced that be-
ginning May 15, 2025, Madera County 
property owners will receive an official 
notification by mail when a document 
affecting property ownership has been 
recorded. Real estate fraud is a problem 
throughout the state and homeowners 
are being advised to be on the lookout 
for potential criminal activity. 

“We have received a number of 
calls from property owners who are 
concerned about the risk of becoming 
victims of real estate fraud,” explained 
Martinez. “The courtesy notification is 
sent after a document has been 
recorded, alerting property owners to 
potentially nefarious activity and giving 
law enforcement an opportunity to ap-
prehend these criminals.”  

The program will provide courtesy 
notice to property owners within a week 
of a document affecting title being 
recorded. The notice will alert property 
owners to both legitimate documents 
and potentially fraudulent documents. 
Included in the notice is the date and 
document number of the recording; the 
APN and property address; and a copy 
of the first page of the document.  

If the owner is aware of the record-
ing, no further action is needed, and the 
notice can be discarded. However, if the 
property owner is unaware of the 
recording or believes that fraud has oc-
curred, they should contact the Madera 
County Recorder’s Office at 559-675-
7724 or RecorderInfo@ madera-
county.com for further assistance. 

“This program has been in devel-
opment since 2024” stated Martinez. 
“We are continuing to explore notifica-
tion programs that are automated, and I 
am hopeful we will have one soon. In 
the meantime, this mailed notice will 
help keep property owners informed and 
aware of what is going on.” 

The courtesy notification program 
is free, and property owners do not need 
to enroll in the program. For additional 
information about the notification pro-
gram including a sample notice, prop-
erty owners are encouraged to visit the 
County Clerk-Recorder’s website at: 
www.maderacounty.com//govern-
ment/county-clerk-recorder-elections. 

The 32nd Annual Flatlanders’ Day Parade & Craft Fair

The stylish Ollia Ridge in a very 
stylish 55 Chevy was Grand Marshal.

Photos courtesy of Bill Whyman

When there’s a parade and flags, 
can the Scouts be far behimd?

Kids from the local schools pro-
vided the soundtrack for the event.

To keep everything on the up and 
up, the Sheriff brought the big boy.

There was no shortage of different 
kinds of transportation in the parade.

Ranchos Kiwanis were well repre-
sented with the adults and student clubs.

Word is that nobody “floats” like 
the Baptists.

Did I mention that transportation 
diversity at Flatlanders’ Day Parade?

Raley’s “O•N•E” Market Coming to Ave. 12 and 41
The Riverwalk Shopping Center at 

Highway 41 and Avenue 12 has announced 
an exciting new development. Sacramento-
based Raley’s Supermarkets is planning to 
build a Raley’s O•N•E Market, only the 
second one in Madera County. The market 
will be a 61,000-square foot expansion and 
Raley’s will serve as the anchor. 

According to Raley’s website, their 
“O•N•E Market” concept is short for “Or-
ganics, Nutrition, Education.” A news re-
lease says the idea behind the new concept 

is “to provide more transparency in food 
sourcing and healthier product options.” 
They plan to accomplish this by offering a 
focus on health and wellness through fresh 
prepared foods, natural and organic prod-
ucts, and locally sourced produce. There 
will also be a café. 

Riverstone developer, Tim Jones, said 
the partnership with Raley’s, “… repre-
sents a major step in our ongoing mission 
to enhance the lifestyle and amenities 
available to residents and neighbors of the 

Central Valley.” He further said that 
“Raley’s is the perfect fit for our growing 
community. This new store won’t just 
serve our residents — it will become a des-
tination for the surrounding region, offer-
ing convenient access to healthy, fresh 
food and a shopping experience that re-
flects the values and lifestyle we’re build-
ing here in Riverstone.” 

The grand opening is being targeted 
for spring of 2027 with construction sched-
uled to begin in the early part of 2026. 

Monte Pistoresi, a beloved husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great-grandfather, and 
friend, passed away peacefully at home on 
April 23, 2025, at the age of 86. His passing 
leaves a void in the hearts of his family, 
friends, and the many lives he touched 
throughout his extraordinary life. 

Born in Miramonte, California, Monte 
was the son of Pete and Irene Pistoresi. After 
graduating from Santa Clara University in 

1960 with a degree in Business Administra-
tion, Monte enlistied in the United States 
Army. 

In 1963, he returned to Chowchilla 
where his father had started an ambulance 
service with one vehicle in 1942 which he op-
perated till his death. 

He is survived by his wife, Leona, four 
children and their spouses, and a multitude of 
grandchildren. He will be missed.

Monte Pistoresi — July 18, 1938 ~ April 23, 2025
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By Sally Rowden 
 
If you saw us at the Flatlander’s 

Parade and Craft Fair, you saw three 
different groups of the Kiwanis family 
in the parade. The Kiwanis Club of 
Madera Ranchos members are local 
community individuals. Circle K stu-
dents are from our local Madera Com-
munity College, and the Key Club 
students are from our local Liberty 
High School. If interested in becoming 
involved in any of these groups, send 
us an email. Our new email address is 
kiwanismaderaranchos@gmail.com. 

We are still selling tickets for our 
Western Dinner Bell Raffle Tub. You 
might have seen 
the raffle tub at the 
Craft Fair.  If you 
didn’t get a chance 
to purchase tickets, 
you can still do so 
at the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of 
Commerce. The 
office is open from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
every Monday through Wednesday.  
Ticket cost is $5 for six tickets.  The 
winning ticket will be drawn on June 
14, just before Father’s Day. 

A huge thank you goes to the fol-
lowing local businesses and individu-
als for their support in monetarily 
donating to our John Minney–Liberty 
High School Senior Scholarship 
Fundraiser. These folks are Bubba 
Water Truck Service, Inc., Mr. John 
Minney, McCaffery Homes, MGA 
Liquor, Pistoresi Ambulance, Prewitt 
Dental, S & K Mini Mart, Valley 
Propane and Wight Water Pool Serv-
ice and Supplies. I encourage you to 
support these folks and tell ‘em thanks 
for supporting our kids. Their giving is 

allowing us to award three $1,200 
scholarships. These scholarships were 
presented on Wednesday, May 14, 
2025, at the Liberty High School Sen-
ior Awards Night. Each of these schol-
arship recipients will be highlighted in 
our newspaper article next month. 
Again, thanks to our donors. 

We also will be presenting our 
Hope for America Awards at our Ran-
chos Middle School. Plus, we will be 
awarding the Character Counts 
Awards at our three elementary 
schools: Riverstone, Sierra View and 
Webster. These awards will take place 
at the end of May and, as stated above, 
the recipients will be highlighted in 

next month’s newspaper article. 
As the summer months approach, 

we will begin that vacation mindset. 
We will still be meeting twice each 
month on the second and fourth Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. at Second Son Brews. 
Come visit us. We will be starting our 
planning for our 2025-2026 events. 
Hearing new ideas is always wel-
comed. 

“Life is an echo. What you send 
out comes back. What you sew, you 
reap. What you give, you get. What you 
see in others, exists in you. Remember, 
life is an echo. It always gets back to 
you … so, give goodness.” Zig Zigler. 

 
www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Donors Help Make Kiwanis Happen
Kiwanis Korner

5/
25

5/
25

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Independent



Click on “Local News” at 
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GO 
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long
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Say you saw it in
the Independent

5/25

Dear Editor: 
Just would like to thank those respon-

sible for the removal of all the advertising 
signs stapled to the telephone poles 
throughout the Ranchos. An eyesore for 
many years. And illegal, as it is private 
property. Advertisers, without regard to 
local residents’ concerns have continued 
cluttering our community for years, just to 
save a few bucks. Long ago I made a vow 
not to use any of their services. 

If you want to offer your services to 
our community, and wish to advertise lo-
cally, simply contact Randy Baiey at The 
Ranchos Independent Newspaper. He will 
help you with effective advertising and they 
are quite reasonable. Plus, you will be ex-
posed to EVERYONE in our neighborhood 
while not trashing it with litter! 
 
Don Helms 
Bonadelle Ranchos

Letters

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents 
& Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will 
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take 
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is 
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 5/
25
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“But we, the 
 present-day 

Americans, 
are not given 

to looking 
backward. In 
this blessed 
land, there 

is always  
a better 

tomorrow.”

Guest Editorial

By Katy Grimes 
 

With the state budget deficit, are 
California’s cities also staring down 
the barrel of a loaded gun? 

How many California cities are 
running huge budget deficits, yet re-
fuse to cut out the real cancer: the bu-
reaucratic and administrative bloat? 
California’s colleges and universities 
too – they are cutting sports and aca-
demic programs, but not the high-
salaried, middle management 
administrative bloat. 

The California state budget has a 
$10 – $70 billion deficit. And that does 
not include the unfunded public em-
ployee pension debt, totaling over $1.5 
trillion. Last May 2024, the California 
Globe reported that the Legislative 
Analyst’s Office updated spending 
plan in Gov. Newsom’s revised budget 
showed a $55 billion budget deficit as 
opposed to the $27.6 billion figure 
Newsom presented. The $70 billion 
figure is from the Legislative Ana-
lyst’s Office’s last year’s projections. 
This year, Gov. Newsom claimed the 
budget was balanced, but that’s only 
because he is running for president. 

Politico kindly reported this week 
that Gov. Gavin Newsom is likely star-
ing down a $10 billion budget hole that 
could deepen to $20 billion or more. 
With pending federal budget and 
DOGE cuts coming, that number is 
going to climb exponentially because 

Gov. Newsom and Democrats rely 
heavily on federal funding in their 
budget. 

As the California Globe recently 
reported, California Gov. Gavin New-
som is bragging that California owns 
the 4th largest economy in the world. 
But he leaves out some important de-
tails, like poverty, homelessness, 
crime, taxes, gas prices, housing costs, 
illegal aliens, welfare recipients and a 
$1.5+ trillion total budget deficit, just 
for starters. And California is the 1st 
most regulated state in the U.S. And, 
California has 15.6 percent of the na-
tion’s unemployed – a third higher 
than the state’s overall share of US 
population. 

What Dan Walters reported this 
week should be repeated in every daily 
news article for the rest of the year: 
“…since Newsom became governor in 
2019, state spending has increased, on 
average, by 9 percent a year while an-
nual revenues have grown by just 6 
percent. The difference between those 
two numbers constitutes what budget 
mavens call a ‘structural deficit,’ 
meaning that spending baked into law 
far exceeds what the current revenue 
system can generate. 

The underlying discrepancy be-
tween income and outgo is important 
to remember, because when Newsom 
unveils his revised budget, he’s likely 
to cite the Los Angeles wildfires and 
Trump’s tariffs as factors in the bud-
get’s gap. 

Both of those events are likely to 
increase the deficit, but they didn’t 
cause it. The deficit exists because 
Newsom and the Legislature have 
chronically spent more than the rev-
enue system produces, even though 
Californians have one of the nation’s 
highest state and local tax burdens, rel-
ative to the state’s economy.” 

As the California Globe frequently 
reports, “It is important to remember 
that when Gov. Jerry Brown was 
(re)elected in 2011, the state budget 
was $98 billion. The state’s population 
was a little over 38 million. Brown 
doubled the budget to $199.3 billion in 
8 years – with no measurable increase 
in population. Gov. Gavin Newsom in-
herited Brown’s $199.3 billion budget 
and has grown it to over $330 billion 
in 6 years – while losing population. 

Huge Deficits not Limited to State

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 8
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674-1663 
36691 Ave. 12 

Madera Ranchos

DRILLING AND 
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned 
Since 1976

5/25

Lic.#414178

5/
25

My dad and I are a lot alike. We’re 
both opinionated, outspoken and a tad 
stubborn with a penchant for debate and 
a low tolerance for willful ignorance and 
blatant stupidity. It’s probably why we 
would butt heads so much when I was a 
teenager. We are also different in a few 
notable ways such as he wanted me to 
benefit from his wisdom and experience, 
so I didn’t make a bunch of stupid mis-
takes in my youth, and I preferred to 
make all the mistakes myself, so I had 
some good stories to tell at parties. That’s 
also probably why we would butt heads 
so much when I was a teenager. We have 
a pretty solid relationship now, and for the 
most part I’m glad Dad was such a pain in 
my youth because a lot of my better com-
munication, leadership and negotiation 
qualities come from being raised by him.  

I have a treasure-trove of great mem-
ories with my dad. Man can he throw a 
party. When I was little, I had a birthday 
party where he let me and my friends 
throw pies at his face for prizes. Well, 
paper plates loaded with whipped cream, 
but same concept. When I was about 12 
or 13, he organized a Halloween party 
that I will never forget. He designed 
games and contests that entertained even 
pre-teens and young teenagers. There 
was a scavenger hunt, pumpkin toss, bob-
bing for apples and an elaborate ghost 
story where he rigged the light fixture to 
sway, the chairs to rock and various items 
to move and fall over. My friends all went 
home wishing their parents could pull off 
something like that. I know because they 
all told me. My parents were special. 

When I was a little girl, my father 
was Santa Claus. I don’t mean in the tra-
ditional way where he filled my stocking 
and left a present for me under the tree. 
He did that, too. I mean he was actually 
Santa Claus. He worked for the City 
Council and dressed up as Santa for the 
big city Christmas event and tree lighting 
every year. For the first few years I had 
absolutely no idea. Eventually my par-
ents told me that it was Dad and that he 
helped Santa each year by talking to the 
kids so the real Santa could stay in the 
North Pole and prepare for his big Christ-
mas Eve ride. They spilled the beans be-
cause they didn’t want me to realize I was 
sitting on my dad’s lap and say some-
thing that would ruin the illusion for the 
other kids around. One year he even 
brought the suit home and at about two in 
the morning that Christmas, Mom woke 
me up and we tip-toed into the hall to qui-
etly watch Santa filling my stocking. Be-
cause of all this, not only did I have some 

Me and Dad; What a Combo

magical Christmases, I believed in Santa 
until an age I’m not comfortable admit-
ting to the public.  

He once flew me to Southern Cali-
fornia to see a New Kids on the Block 
concert. He even let me put shoe polish 
all over his car windows to express my 
love for Joey McIntyre. I was too young 
to go to a concert by myself, so he went 
with me and listened to music he didn’t 
like while surrounded by a sea of scream-
ing, crying girls. I didn’t realize what a 
sacrifice that was then. I get it now.  

One year he took me and a friend on 
a road trip through Arizona. We took a 
train to the Grand Canyon and stayed in 
a hotel that looked like they ripped it out 
of an old Western movie, which was not 
entirely a good thing. We went to Tomb-
stone and stood right where the shootout 
at the O.K. Corral happened then went to 
the Boothill graveyard and my fascina-
tion with old cemeteries was born. Dad 
always made learning interesting. We 
had lunch in a real, old-fashioned saloon 
where I ate a dessert called “Death by 
Chocolate,” and they weren’t messing 
around. Let me paint you a picture: It was 
chocolate ice cream over a chocolate 
brownie with chocolate fudge, chocolate 
whipped cream and chocolate sprinkles. 
I’m pretty sure the kid I was at the time 
was in heaven. The adult I am now would 
be sick after one bite. 

Dad was strict, demanding and had 
high expectations. He was a great 
provider for our family and made sure we 
always had what we needed and never 
went without. He was also fun and funny 
and made sure to fill my life with joyful 
experiences that I have been able to take 
into adulthood. Dad went so far above and 
beyond in order to give his little girl a 
great childhood. I know how lucky I am to 
have the father I have and how blessed I 
was to have had the childhood he gave me.  

Happy Father’s Day to the man who 
worked hard to make me the woman I am 
and gave me more than he had as a kid – 
and to all the fathers out there doing the 
best they can for their families.  
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A p p a r e n t l y ,  I ’ m  n o w  o l d .  
N o t  b a s e d  o n  a  b i r t h d a y  n u m -
b e r ,  b u t  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s p e -
c i a l i s t s  I  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  l a s t  
m o n t h .  T h e  c r a z y  t h i n g  i s ,  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  m e d i c a l  a n d  
i n s u r a n c e  s y s t e m  i s  m o r e  
s t r e s s f u l  t h a n  t h e  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  
t h e m s e l v e s .   

D o n ’ t  g e t  m e  w r o n g .  I ’ m  
g r a t e f u l  t o  l i v e  i n  a  c o u n t r y  
w h e r e  e x c e p -
t i o n a l  c a r e  i s  
a v a i l a b l e .  I t ’ s  
i r o n i c  t h a t  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
a d v a n c e d  m e d -
i c a l  t e c h n o l -
o g y  a n d  s k i l l s ,  
t h e r e ’ s  n o  
c l e a r  p a t h  t o  
r e c e i v e  t h e  
d o c t o r ’ s  c a r e  
n e e d e d .  W h e r e  
i s  t h e  b r e a k -
d o w n  —  m a n a g e m e n t ,  s t a f f ,  
l a c k  o f  d i g i t a l  s y s t e m s ?  E v e r y -
o n e  h a s  b e e n  k i n d  a n d  c o u r t e -
o u s ,  b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  e q u a t e  t o  
e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  t i m e l i n e s s .   

A s  I  p o n d e r e d  t h i s  c h a l -
l e n g e ,  I  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  w e  f a c e  w h e n  m a n a g -
i n g  h o m e  a n d  w o r k  p r o j e c t s .  
W h e t h e r  i t ’ s  p l a n n i n g  a  r e -
m o d e l ,  s c h e d u l i n g  a  t r i p ,  m a n -
a g i n g  a  h o u s e h o l d  o r  d o c t o r  
c a r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  s t e p s  
t h a t  l e a d  t o  s u c c e s s .  

D e f i n e  t h e  g o a l  —  B e  s p e -
c i f i c  b u t  n o t  d e t a i l e d .  Y o u r  
g o a l  m u s t  b e  m e a s u r a b l e  a n d  
a t t a i n a b l e .  S t a t e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  
“ w h a t , ”  b u t  t h e  “ w h y ”  a s  w e l l .  

D e t a i l  t h e  p l a n  —  T h i s  i s  
w h e r e  m e t h o d s  w i l l  v a r y  d e -
p e n d i n g  o n  y o u r  p r e f e r e n c e .  
P l a n n i n g  f o r  m y  d o c t o r ’ s  c a r e  
g o a l  i n c l u d e d  c r e a t i n g  a  

Five  Ds  De l i v e r  Resu l t s

s p r e a d s h e e t  t o  t r a c k  t h e  d a t e s ,  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  p r o g r e s s  
o f  r e f e r r a l s .  O n e  o f  m y  c l i e n t s  
i s  u s i n g  a  m i n d  m a p  t o  o r g a n -
i z e  h e r  f i n a n c i a l  g o a l s .  T h i s  i s  
a  g o o d  o p t i o n  f o r  t h e  n o n - l i n -
e a r  t h i n k e r .  A n o t h e r  c l i e n t ,  
w h o  i s  p l a n n i n g  a  m o v e ,  o p t e d  
f o r  a  l a r g e  w i p e  b o a r d  t o  t r a c k  
h e r  t a s k s  a n d  p r o g r e s s .  
W h i c h e v e r  m e t h o d  w o r k s  f o r  
y o u ,  b r e a k  d o w n  y o u r  g o a l  i n t o  
c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  s p e c i f i c  s t e p s .  

D e t e r m i n e  d e a d l i n e s  —  
N o t  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  c o n t r o l -
l a b l e ,  a s  I ’ m  d i s c o v e r i n g  i n  
t h e  m e d i c a l  s y s t e m .  F o r  t h e  
s t e p s  t h a t  a r e ,  s e t  s p e c i f i c  
d a t e s  t o  k e e p  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  
i n  y o u r  g o a l .  F o r  m e ,  i t ’ s  a s -
s i g n i n g  a  d a t e  t o  m a k e  a  f o l -
l o w - u p  c a l l  t o  m y  i n s u r a n c e  
f o r  a  s t a t u s  u p d a t e .  I f  y o u ’ r e  
m o v i n g ,  i t  m a y  m e a n  p u t t i n g  
d a t e s  o n  y o u r  c a l e n d a r  t o  c o n -
t a c t  y o u r  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  r e -
g a r d i n g  s t o p  s e r v i c e  d a t e s  o r  

s u b m i t t i n g  
y o u r  c h a n g e  
o f  a d d r e s s  t o  
t h e  P o s t  O f -
f i c e .  E a c h  
s t e p  n e e d s  a n  
a s s i g n e d  d a t e ,  
f l u i d  a s  t h e y  
m a y  b e  a t  
t i m e s .  I f  o n e  
i s  m i s s e d ,  r e -
a s s i g n  a  n e w  
d a t e  a n d  k e e p  
m o v i n g  f o r -

w a r d .  
D e l e g a t e  w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  

—  I s  t h e r e  s o m e o n e  y o u  c a n  
p u l l  i n t o  y o u r  p r o j e c t  t o  
l i g h t e n  y o u r  l o a d ?  M y  i n s u r -
a n c e  b r o k e r  o f f e r e d  t o  m a k e  a  
c o u p l e  o f  c a l l s  f o r  m e  w h e n  I  
h i t  a  r o a d b l o c k .  R e v i e w  y o u r  
p l a n  a n d  l o o k  f o r  s t e p s  i n  y o u r  
p r o j e c t  t h a t  a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  
o r  h i r e d  h a n d  c a n  d o .   

D o n ’ t  g i v e  u p  —  A f t e r  
w a i t i n g  s i x  w e e k s  f o r  a  s p e -
c i f i c  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  i t  w a s  c a n -
c e l e d  t h a t  d a y  w i t h  t h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r r a l  
w a s  c o d e d  i n c o r r e c t l y  a n d  r e -
q u i r e d  a  r e a p p l i c a t i o n .  M o s t  
p r o j e c t s  w i l l  h a v e  g l i t c h e s .  
R e f e r  t o  y o u r  g o a l  a n d  r e f l e c t  
o n  w h y  t h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
y o u .  C e l e b r a t e  v i c t o r i e s  
a l o n g  t h e  w a y  a n d  t h e  u l t i -
m a t e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  y o u r  g o a l .  5/

25
5/

25

 
D o n ’t  g i v e  u p  . . .  M o s t  

p ro j e c t s  w i l l  h a v e  
g l i t c h e s .  Re fer  to  your  goa l  
a n d  re f l e c t  o n  w h y  t h i s  i s  
impor tan t  t o  you .  Ce lebra te  
v i c to r i e s  a long  t he  way  and  
t h e  u l t i m a t e  re a l i z a t i o n  o f  
your  goa l .  
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Have  you  eve r  been  in  a  u sed  
b o o k  s t o r e  a n d  s e e n  t h e  v o l u m e s  
o f  b o o k s ?  I  l o v e  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  
t h e m  a n d  f i n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  b o o k s  
t h a t  I  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  r e a d  o r  j u s t  
h a v e  i n  m y  l i b r a r y .  Y e a r s  a g o ,  I  
w a s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  s o m e  o l d  
b o o k s  i n  a  s t o r e  a n d  f o u n d  o n e  
tha t  i n t r igued  me .  I t  was  The  Es -
s e n t i a l s  o f  B o o k  K e e p i n g  –  p u b -
l i shed  in  1886 .  I  pa id  the  85  cen ts  
t h e y  w a n t e d  f o r  i t  a n d  t o o k  i t  
home  and  t r easu red  i t .  When  Lau-
r e n  ( R a n d y ’ s  m i d d l e  d a u g h t e r )  
d e c i d e d  t o  c h a n g e  h e r  c o l l e g e  
m a j o r  t o  a c c o u n t i n g ,  s t u d y i n g  t o  
be  a  CPA,  I  dec ided  I  wou ld  g ive  
i t  t o  h e r .  H e r  b i r t h d a y  w a s  l a s t  
w e e k ,  s o  I  w r a p p e d  t h e  b o o k  u p  
a n d  s h e  n o w  h a s  i t .  S h o w i n g  
b o o k k e e p i n g  “ a s  i t  u s e d  t o  b e , ”  
b e f o r e  c o m p u t e r s .  R e c e n t l y ,  
R a n d y  w a s  i n  a  t h r i f t  s t o r e  a n d  
w a s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o l d  
books  and  found  a  cook  book  and  
b o u g h t  i t  f o r  m e .  T h e  b o o k  i s  
H o n e s t  A m e r i c a n  F a re  a n d  w a s  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 8 1 .  T h e r e  i s  n o  
ka l e ,  hummus  o r  pe s to ,  bu t  t he r e  
i s  o n e  w h o l e  c h a p t e r  o n  v e g e t a -
b l e s .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  r e c i p e s  I  
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p a s s  o n  t o  y o u  s o  
m a y b e  I  c a n  d o  s o m e  m o r e  i n  a  
f u tu r e  a r t i c l e .  

This  one is  f rom New Mexico.  
Tamale Pie  
¾ C.  yel low cornmeal  
1  C.  cold water  
2  C.  boi l ing water  
2  T.  unsal ted but ter  
¼ pound sausage meat  
¾ C.  f inely chopped onion 
1 large clove gar l ic ,  minced 
2 T.  chi l i  powder  
¼ tsp.  ground cumin 
¾ lb.  ground beef  
¼ tsp.  hot  pepper  sauce 
1 s ta lk  celery,  chopped 
1  smal l  I ta l ian  green  pepper ,  

f inely chopped 
1 ½ C.  seeded,  peeled,  chopped 

fresh tomatoes 

An Oldie But a Goodie

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s  
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m  
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(May 2015)

5/
25

5/
25

Click on “Local News” at 

2 ears  corn 
1 tsp.  sal t  
¼ C.  s l iced,  pi t ted black ol ives  
½ C.  gra ted  Monterey  Jack  

cheese 
3 /4  C.  gra ted  Mi ld  cheddar  

cheese 
1 .  Gradual ly  s t i r  the  cornmeal  

in to  the  cold  water .  S t i r  th is  mix-
ture  in to  the  boi l ing  water  in  a  
heavy saucepan .  Heat  to  boi l ing ,  
s t i r r ing constant ly:  reduce heat  to  
medium low.  Add but te r .  Cover ,  
cook ,  s t i r r ing  occas iona l ly ,  35  
minutes .  

2.  Meanwhile,  cook the sausage 
meat  in  a  la rge  heavy sk i l le t ,  
b reaking  i t  up  wi th  a  fork ,  over  
medium heat  unt i l  i t  begins  to  lose 
i t s  p ink  co lor .  Add the  onion  and  
gar l ic ,  cook 5 minutes .  St i r  in  the 
ch i l i  powder  and  cumin .  Add the  
ground beef ,  cont inue  to  cook,  
breaking up meat  with a  fork,  unt i l  
beef  loses  i t s  co lor ,  about  5  min-
utes .  

3 .  St i r  hot  pepper  sauce,  celery 
and  green  pepper  in to  the  sk i l le t .  
Cook 5  minutes .  Add tomatoes ,  
cook,  s t i r r ing occasional ly ,  5  min-
utes .  

4 .  Using a  sharp knife ,  remove 
corn  kerne ls  f rom cob.  Wi th  back  
of  knife ,  scrape cobs to  remove re-
main ing  kerne l  b i t s  and  mi lky  
res idue .  Add to  tomato-meat  mix-
ture.  Cook 10 minutes.  Season with 
sal t .  

5 .  Heat  oven  to  350  degrees .  
Light ly but ter  a  10 inch round bak-
ing  d ish ,  a t  l eas t  2  inches  deep .  
Spread two-thirds  of  the cornmeal  
mixture  on  s ides  and  bot tom.  
Spoon meat  f i l l ing evenly in  dish;  
a r range  the  o l ive  s l ices  over  the  
top .  Spr inkle  wi th  the  gra ted  
cheeses .   

6 .  Spoon  the  remain ing  corn-
mea l  mix tu re  even ly  over  the  top  
of  p ie  to  form a  crus t .  I f  the  corn-
meal  mixture  has  become too thick 
to  spread,  th in  i t  wi th  a  few drops  
of  boil ing water .  Bake unti l  golden 
b rown,  abou t  45  minu tes .  Le t  
s tand 10 minutes  before  serving or  
serve  a t  room temperature .

So, are California’s cities also star-
ing down the barrel of a loaded gun? 
The City of Los Angeles has a $1 bil-
lion+ city budget deficit • San Diego is 
over $300 million in debt • The City of 
Sacramento has a $66 million budget 
deficit • San Francisco has a $876 mil-
lion budget deficit • San Jose projected 
a $60 million budget shortfall, then 
ratcheted it down to $35.6 million, but 
is projecting a $52.9 million deficit for 
2026 • The City of Fresno is facing a 
budget deficit of over $20 million in the 
2026 budget. In 2025, the city expects 
to have an end-of-year surplus of nearly 
$15 million, but according to City Man-
ager Georgeanne White, without federal 
American Rescue Plan Act dollars, 
2025 could end up in the red, your-
centralvalley.com reports. What will 
cities do to address their budget 
deficits? Sacramento is proposing cut-
ting Sacramento Police Department em-
ployees and raising parking fees; how 
innovative. 

LA Mayor Karen Bass announced 
several cuts and rollbacks in the city 
budget, including layoffs of 1,600 em-

ployees and the elimination of 1,000 
positions. Bass also agreed to a reduced 
salary. San Diego will make cuts, in-
cluding to police, homeless services, li-
braries and other essential services. San 
Diego city lawmakers and employees, 
however, aren’t getting pay cuts. While 
Los Angeles and San Francisco are mak-
ing a lot of sacrifices to cut back on their 
deficits, including SF Mayor Daniel 
Lurie not even taking a salary, San 
Diego isn’t taking those needed drastic 
steps, the California Globe reported. 

Smaller California cities work very 
hard to stay in the black, avoiding 
deficit spending, but Mayors report that 
unfunded mandates coming from the 
Legislature and Governor make it very 
difficult. One Mayor told the California 
Globe, “these unfunded mandates are 
killing us.” 

“The Governor’s mandating that we 
build houses even though we don’t have 
the resources, i.e. Public Safety and or 
water to cover the offset of new hous-
ing … he doesn’t care. He’s mandating 
it,” the Mayor said. 

 
This article originally appeared in 

the California Political Review.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
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Click on “Local News” at 

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always the second 
Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on Wednes-
day, June 11 and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

5/25

FIREWORKS
for the 4th of July

Get your

June 29 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Support your local Chamber and Library at the Maywood Center booth



Page  11

www.The Ranchos.com

5/
25



Page 12

Click on “Local News” at 

5/
25

5/
25

5/
25

5/
25

5/
25

Real Estate• Benjamin Franklin never actually lobbied for 
the turkey to become the national bird, but he 
did write that the bald eagle was a fowl of "bad 
moral character" and that the turkey was "a 
much more respectable bird." 
• The world's largest chocolate bar weighed 
12,000 pounds. 
• While digging up stones to build a house in 1885, Australian miner George Har-
rison found gold ore near Johannesburg, beginning the South African gold rush. 
• In terms of galactic years, the sun is around 20.5 years old. 
• Victorian floriography, the practice of assigning codes to flowers to send mes-
sages via bouquets and arrangements, associated basil with hatred! The curious link 
came from the ancient Greeks, who felt basil leaves resembled the opening jaws of 
a basilisk. 
• In the 1800s, ducks were called "arsefeet," as their feet are so close to their pos-
teriors. 
• Painting designs and pictures on fingernails isn't just a modern trend. It was a fa-
miliar practice with the Incas, many of whom sported eagle motifs on their nails. 
• One percent of people are born with a 13th rib. 
• To preserve the quality of the U.S. Constitution, on display in the National 
Archives Building in Washington, D.C., its protective cases contain argon gas and 
are kept at 67 Fahrenheit with a relative humidity of 40%. 
• In the U.K., fish and chips were traditionally wrapped in old newspapers, giving 
the meal a unique newspaper ink flavor. The practice eventually ended for health 
reasons. 
• During the 1904 Summer Olympic Games, American athlete George Eyser won 
six medals in a single day, including three gold and two silver, in the vault, paral-
lel bars and rope climbing competitions ... with a wooden prosthetic left leg. 
 
Thought for the Day: "Try to be a rainbow in someone else's cloud." -- Maya An-
gelou 

 
2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Say you saw it in the Independent 
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•Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a 
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set! 

• Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your 
utility company and only pay for the energy you use. 
• More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation 
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you 
deserve.

$1,200 average first year savings • 5 Star rating on Google • Kuubix Master Dealer • FREE Estimate

559-978-7448
6081 N 1st Street • Suite 101 • Fresno • info@solarbystellar.com

5/
25
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
       IndependentThe
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m. 
37398 Berkshire Dr. • Ranchos Library

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968
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Classified
Auto Painting 
 
Peeling paint? Fading paint? Mar-
tinez Auto Body Repairs offers ex-
pert services at fair prices. FREE 
ESTIMATES.  Call 559-871-8967 
and love your car again! 
 
Caregiver Wanted 
 
Caregiver Wanted – Seeking care-
giver with bedside care experience 
for 2-3 hour shifts for care receivers 
in the Ranchos.  $17/hr. Call  559-
500-3070 to apply. 
 
Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries in hours,  not days." 
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate 
specialist too. Call Bruce today for 
a free estimate. 559-676-0760. 
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut ter  Doctor  spec ia l i z ing  
in  bo th  con t inuous  and  s t anda rd  
r a in  gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  
Repa i r  Ma in tenance .  26  yea r s  
work ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Property Clean Up 
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
maintenance  and  tree  t r imming  

-  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S .  P r o f e s -
s iona l  and  r e l i ab l e .  Cal l  Er i c  a t  
559-903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T  need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
ni ty!  Cal l  Dianna at  559-999-
6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. 
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump 
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066. 
 
Window Cleaning Services 
 
Most windows start at $5 and up 
-- inside/out - Screen, track, sills. 
Remove hard water stains on home 
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb removal  too . Fully 
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723. 

Free estimates. 

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

• It's barbecue time, and here's a fun, fes-
tive idea for your next backyard shindig: 
For each guest, stuff a mason jar with a 
clean bandanna (for a napkin) and a set 
of silverware. Write the name on the jar 
with a silver paint pen made to stay on 
glassware. Cute, functional and a keep-
sake! Here's more to get your grilling season started. 
• "Bring a distinctive towel to a pool party so that you will know 
where your towel is. You can make an extra-large towel by sewing 
two smaller towels together, too." -- U.A. in New York 
• "For a really fun take on kebabs, use fruit instead of meat. The 
kids especially love fruit on a stick. If you have some neat cookie 
cutters, you can score planks of watermelon and make shapes." -- 
M.M. in Michigan 
• To keep ants from invading your patio, draw a thick line of chalk 
as a boundary. The ants will not like to cross the chalk line and will 
leave your patio party alone.  
• "Set out wasp attractors at the far reaches of your yard so that the 
wasps will be busy out there and not attacking your guests." -- T.C. 
in South Carolina 
• Use a muffin tin on the table from which to serve condiments. For 
larger portions (like lettuce, onion slices, maybe pickle spears) you 
can set a cup down in the muffin well. 
 
  Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,  

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 
 

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.  

5/25

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Independent
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might not like some people's ideas of surprises. But you could be in 
for a pleasant shock when someone finally sends a reply to a request you made so long ago that you 
almost forgot about it. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It's a time to expect the unexpected. So, don't be surprised if a decision that 
just recently seemed final suddenly opens up and leaves you with another chance to make an important 
choice. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Taking a different tack on a work project might rankle some colleagues. But 
the positive results of your innovative course soon speak for themselves. Celebrate with a fun-filled 
weekend! 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Meeting new associates can be awkward, even if you're in a high, positive 
phase right now. Best advice: Make them feel comfortable, and you'll soon forget your own discomfort. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) It's a good time for you social Lions to blow-dry your manes, polish your 
claws, and look like the Fabulous Felines you are as you make new friends and influence the influential! 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Expectations run especially high this week, and you should feel 
confident in your abilities to take advantage of what might be offered. Meanwhile, a colleague has some 
advice you might find helpful. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A recent flurry of activity leaves you in need of a little breathing 
space, and you'd be wise to take it. In other news, close family members should have an explanation 
about an emergency situation that just passed. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) An insensitive act makes a difficult situation more so. But try not 
to waste either your physical or emotional energies in anger. Move on and let others fill the clod in on the 
facts of life. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) It's a good time to look into a training program or 
college course you've been considering. You might have a good place to use these sharpened skills sooner 
rather than later. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Education dominates much of your aspect during this week. 
You might want to start checking out summer session courses that could help advance your career plans. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Making progress often comes by fits and starts. But at least 
you're moving straight ahead with no backsliding! You should soon be able to pick up the pace and reach 
your goals in due time. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Be wary of a deal that gives confusing answers to your questions. 
Remember, it's always risky swimming in unknown waters, so you need all the help you can get to stay 
on course. 

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

You have a way of bringing people together 
and creating close friendships wherever you go. 

You're considered to be the rock in many of your relationships.

Born this Week
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TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. ACRONYMS: What phrase does the 
acronym URL stand for? 2. MOVIES: What 
is the name of the ghost that haunts the girls' 
bathroom at Hogwarts ("Harry Potter" series)? 
3. HISTORY: Which decisive battle ended the 
Revolutionary War? 4. LITERATURE: What 
is the pseudonym of the author Eric Arthur 
Blair? 5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which 
of the national parks is the most visited in the 
United States? 6. TELEVISION: Which med-
ical series is based at Princeton Plainsboro 
Teaching Hospital? 7. GEOGRAPHY: What 
is the capital of Denmark? 8. U.S. STATES: 
In which state is Glacier National Park lo-
cated? 9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the 
first vice president to die in office? 10. SCI-
ENCE: What are elements like neon, helium 
and radon called?

1. Uniform resource locator. 
2. Moaning Myrtle. 
3. The Battle of Yorktown. 
4. George Orwell. 
5. Great Smoky Mountains National 
    Park. 
6. "House, M.D." 
7. Copenhagen. 
8. Montana. 
9. George Clinton. 
10. Noble gases.

Click on “Local News” at 



Page 19
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