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Click on “Local News” at

When Madera Community Hospital filed for bankruptcy
and closed in January of this year, many thought that was the
end. But many Madera County officials knew there was some-
thing else on the horizon. For the hospital to remain as a viable
option for another medical group to possibly acquire it and
begin providing services again, it was crucial that Madera Com-
munity Hospital retain its licensing and certification fees to the
state of California. Without current licensing, any potential
suitor for the hospital would have to start at “square one,” pos-
sibly incurring an entirely new and different – and perhaps
more costly – set of needs and demands compared to what are
already in place.

“The bottom line is that if it’s going to reopen as an acute-
care hospital, that licensing is very important, and I think it
would be a reasonable commitment on behalf of the County to
pay for that licensing,” Madera County Administrative Officer
Jay Varney said at the May 9 Board of Supervisors’ meeting.

The hospital’s license is currently in suspense and set to
expire on May 26, but California hospital regulatory officials
have shown a degree of flexibility to allow Madera County the
ability to find an option to reopen. After Varney’s admonition,

one week later on May 16 the Supervisors unanimously ap-
proved $100,000 in federal COVID-19 recovery funds to cover
license renewal costs for the hospital. Varney said that the vote
will allow Madera County to set aside $100,000 in American
Rescue Plan Act – COVID-19 – money until the state finally
makes a formal request for the license fee.

The California Department of Public Health said that li-
censing and certification fees for a general acute-care hospital
are $828 per licensed bed, giving Madera Community Hospi-
tal’s 106 beds a bill for $87,768 just for license renewal.

Interestingly, the day before, Governor Gavin Newsom
signed the Distressed Hospital Loan Program. This legislation
provides interest-free loans for public and non-profit hospitals
in the same boat that Madera Community found itself. It is
structured to prevent local hospitals from closing, or to help
closed hospitals to reopen. It does this by making up to $150
million available from the state’s general fund for a loan pro-
gram that will be available through the end of 2031.

After voting to spend $100,000 to pay state licensing fees,
the Board then decided to hire a consulting company to look at
potential options for resurrecting the hospital. The Board opted
to go with Force 10 Partners, LLC – but at a price. At the time
of the agreement the contract had no set amount, but was esti-
mated to be somewhere between $400,000 and $440,000.

The Distressed Hospital Loan Program, or AB 112, was
created specifically “… to provide zero-interest cash flow loans
to nonprofit or public hospitals experiencing extreme financial
distress.” It is intended that the loans will help struggling hos-
pitals stay open or recently closed hospitals to open again.

“This new program will help hospitals in extreme finan-
cial distress get the assistance they need as quickly as possi-
ble,” said Governor Newsom.

The legislation was the result of collective work between
the Governor’s Office, California Health and Human Services
Agency and the Department of Health Care Access and Infor-
mation. Cumulatively they worked with the California Health
Facilities Financing Authority and the California Legislature to
develop the program.
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By Jeff Charles

Here’s another example of leftists
being authoritarian under the guise of try-
ing to protect marginalized groups. Cali-
fornia has rolled out a program ostensibly
designed to stop hate crimes and other acts
of bigotry.

How?
By creating a hotline allowing resi-

dents to snitch on one another for engag-
ing in “hateful” activity.

The program, which is called “Cali-
fornia vs Hate,” is “a non-emergency hate
incident and hate crime reporting system
to support individuals and communities
targeted for hate,” according to its website.
The state legislature provided funding to
its Civil Rights Department to establish
the initiative. This program is intended to
support victims of hate by giving them
“options for next steps after an act of
hate,” “connect people targeted for hate
with culturally competent resources and
care coordination services,” and “improve
hate incident and crime reporting data to
enhance prevention and response.”

On its “Frequently Asked Questions”
page, the program defines a “hate inci-
dent” as “a hostile expression or action
that may be motivated by bias against an-
other person’s actual or perceived iden-
tity.” Examples of a hate incident can
include: “derogatory name calling, bully-
ing, hate mail and refusing service.” Read-
ers are encouraged to report these
incidents by phone through a hotline or
from its website. The group claims it “is
not run by the police” and that it does not
send any information to law enforcement
without the person’s consent. The program
will “identify civil legal options that don’t
involve the criminal legal system, both
through the Civil Rights Department and
other agencies.”

After a caller reports a hate incident,
they are “connected with a professional
trained in culturally competent communi-
cation and trauma-informed practices,”
who will make sure they provide access to
resources including “legal, financial, men-
tal health and mediation services.”

“Hateful” Activity?
Snitch on Neighbors

Please see SNITCH on P. 9

A Ranchos man first reported on in
the August 2020 issue of the Ranchos In-
dependent on suspicion of sex trafficking,
is finally going to trial. A Madera County
judge has determined there is enough evi-
dence for Dylan Dobbs to stand trial.

According to the article at the time,
Dylan Colby Nichols Dobbs, who was
then 27, was arrested in Madera County by
the Madera County Sheriff’s Office on
July 29, 2020 and was held on $1,025,000
bail for charges of human trafficking, pos-
session of ammunition by a prohibited per-
son, financial elder abuse, grand theft and
probation violations.

At the time, it was alleged that Dobbs
abused and coerced a 22-year-old woman
for the purposes of sex trafficking, as well
as potentially other women and girls as far
away as the San Francisco area and Las
Vegas. Detectives believed Dobbs
arranged his contact with potential victims

through social media.
At that time, the Sheriff’s Office said

that Dobbs had a history of offenses in-
volving weapons, domestic violence and
drugs.

At the pre-trial hearing, Madera
County Deputy District Attorney Spenser
Wagner presented the evidence against
Dobbs while Dobbs was represented by
Defense Attorney Martin Taleisnik.

Arresting Madera County Deputy
Sheriffs were interviewed about the events
of that day three years ago. The officers re-
lated items that were found in the sus-
pect’s car, including, “... several cell
phones and tablets ... [and] a loaded mag-
azine with nine live rounds." One Deputy
testified that “... there was marijuana as
well as what appeared to be wax.”

The judge ultimately ruled there was
enough evidence for the case to go to trial
and Dobbs remains in custody. The judge
determined that Dobbs will be back in court
on June 2, 2023, to set a date for the trial.

Ranchos Man Going to Trial for Sex Trafficking

Dylan Colby Nichols Dobbs, 30, is
going to trial for charges of human traffick-
ing and other offenses.
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

It is hoped that this column, espous-
ing conservative policies and values, has
dropped a few pearls of wisdom along the
way. In this world gone completely mad,
this writer’s “jewelry box” is devoid of
any pearls, but here are some quotes from
two of our greatest presidents that, while
wise, are also thought provoking, clever,
amusing – and apropos to this very day.

Quotes of George Washington, Pres-
ident from April 30, 1789 to March 4,
1797:

If the freedom of speech is taken
away, then dumb and silent we may be led,
like sheep to the slaughter.

Truth will ultimately prevail where
there is pains to bring it to light.

The Constitution is the guide which I
never will abandon.

To be prepared for war is one of the
most effective means of preserving peace.

The basis of our political system is the
right of the people to make and to alter
their constitutions of government.

Quotes of Ronald Reagan, President
from January 20, 1981, to January 20,
1989:

We will always remember. We will al-
ways be proud. We will always be pre-
pared, so we will always be free.

Republicans believe every day is the
Fourth of July, but the democrats believe
every day is April 15.

We don’t have a trillion-dollar debt
because we haven’t taxed enough. We have
a trillion-dollar debt because we spend too

Wise Words

much. (Note: Today’s debt is almost $32 tril-
lion, and the numbers are spinning ever up-
ward at usdebtclock.org.)

We must reject the idea that every time a
law’s broken, society is guilty rather than the
lawbreaker. It is time to restore the American
precept that each individual is accountable
for his actions. (Note the relevance to today!)

Man is not free unless government is
limited. … As government expands, liberty
contracts.

Government always finds a need for
whatever money it gets.

Politics is supposed to be the second-
oldest profession. I have come to realize that
it bears a very close resemblance to the first.

Of the four wars in my lifetime, none
came about because the U. S. was too strong.

A taxpayer – that’s someone who works
for the federal government but doesn’t have
to take the civil service exam.

Protecting the rights of the least individ-
ual among us is basically the only excuse the
government has for even existing.

Socialists ignore the side of man that is
the spirit. They can provide you shelter, fill
your belly … treat you when you’re ill, all the
things guaranteed to a prisoner or a slave.
They don’t understand that we also dream. If
we lose freedom here, there is no place to es-
cape to. This is the last stand on earth.

Socialism only works in two places:
Heaven where they don’t need it and hell
where they already have it.

Government programs, once launched,
never disappear. Actually a government bu-
reau is the nearest thing to eternal life we’ll
ever see on earth!

Government’s view of the economy could
be … If it moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, reg-
ulate it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it.

The most terrifying words in the English
language are: “I’m from the government and
I’m here to help.”

An important election is coming up. Will
any candidate match the stature and wisdom
of Reagan or Washington? We can hope. And
we can do our research and vote wisely.

5/
23
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see
you at our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the

month. Join us on June 14 at 6:30 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C.
Come give your input on the future of the Ranchos.

For more information,
call the Chamber at 645-40015/

23

And YOU’VE Got Choices!

Summer Skov Rigo Rivas
representing
Lucky Dog

Rescue

representing
Golden Valley

Chamber of Commerce

Verlaine Elinburg
representing

SEMCU
Community Organization

Only

$1 per
VOTE

votingbucketsall overtown

When’s the NEXT Chamber of Commerce Mixer?

Learn about Red Rock • Prizes
Food and Beverages Provided • All are Invited

It’s June 8 at the Fossil Discovery Center!
Presented by Red Rock/
Caglia Environmental

19450 Ave. 21 1/2, Chowchilla • From 5 - 7 p.m.
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“Politics is supposed to be
the second-

oldest
profession. I
have come to
realize that

it bears a
very close

resemblance
to the first.”

Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

Joe Biden is going to run for re-
election.One question this raises:
How is anyone going to tell?

The basement presidency is
about to embark on another base-
ment campaign.

Biden's political genius turns
out to be not provoking strong neg-
ative emotions because no one par-
ticularly thinks of him as being in
charge or as having anything inter-
esting to say.

P r e s i d e n t
Biden and the
people around
him are, in ef-
fect, conducting
a large-scale, on-
going political
science experi-
ment: Is it possi-
ble to run a
left-wing government -- with tactics
often frankly at odds with our con-
stitutional system -- and avoid a
massive backlash by having a presi-
dent at the top who appears ineffec-
tual and out of touch?

If Bernie Sanders, the ill-kempt,
self-avowed socialist, or Elizabeth
Warren, the off-putting, dyed-in-
the-wool progressive former aca-
demic, presided over exactly the
same administration with exactly
the same policies, they'd have ig-

nited a political firestorm by now.
The cry from the center-right

and independents would be, "To the
barricades!" The cry provoked by
Joe Biden is more, "Meh."

By being around forever, Biden
has achieved the status of a known
quantity. His rhetoric is generally
moderate-sounding, and he never
says anything memorable. No mat-
ter how radical and lawless the acts
of his administration, it's hard to as-
sociate those qualities with an eld-
erly man who tells stories of his

bygone coopera-
tion with Repub-
licans and often
rambles to litt le
effect.

P e o p l e
should be threat-
ened by this ad-
ministration, but
-- with a few ex-

ceptions such as his visually apoca-
lyptic "Dark Brandon" speech prior
to the midterms -- they don't feel
threatened by Biden himself. Or
they fear his incompetence more
than anything else.

Biden's age is an asset in taking
the edge off his left-wing gover-
nance, yet the effects of it are obvi-
ous for everyone to see. At 80, he
makes the elder statesmen of yore
seem youthful by comparison.
Golda Meir became prime minister
of Israel at 70. Ronald Reagan was
elected president at 69. The long-
serving French legend Charles de
Gaulle retired permanently at 79.

If the reaction to Joe Biden isn't
a vociferous rejection, it is still an
emphatic, "No, thanks." According
to the new NBC News poll, more
than half of Democrats and 70%
Americans don't want him to run for
reelection. His age, of course, is the
leading reason; it doesn't take a
gerontologist to realize that an 80-
year-old man and the most demand-
ing job on the planet aren't a natural
match.

The White House clearly under-
stands this as well. President Biden
is carefully stage managed, and
sometimes awkwardly reminded of
his cues by people with him at
events. His interactions with the
press are limited, and this isn't a

More “Basement Joe”

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 13

To paraphrase Woody Allen,
90 percent of getting elected
for Joe Biden is just showing
up.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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It’s not a surprise to me that
people in general , especially in
public spaces, have trouble reading
notices and following directions.
The push or pull signs on doors are
enough evidence of that phenome-
non. Tommy Lee said it best in the
classic movie Men in Black, “Peo-
ple are dumb.” He said more things
in this line, but this really zeroes
in on the main point.

I went to the zoo a few week-
ends back and let me tell you, the
amount of people who were com-
pletely unwill ing to read notices
and follow rules would be astound-
ing if I hadn’t already spent
enough time in public to know
people rarely pay attention to
rules. It’s interesting how quickly
they become self-righteous and ap-
palled when there are conse-
quences to not following the rules
they didn’t bother to learn. The an-
imals in cages made me sad. The
people gett ing yelled at and
thrown out made me happy. Over-
all, it was a good day.

Like a lot of zoos, this one has
peacocks, peahens, ducks and geese
waddling around. There are signs
everywhere … and I mean every-
where, telling people not to feed
them, not to touch them, and don’t
let your kids chase and torment the
animals. That was nearly a direct
quote. I lost count of how many
kids I saw running down some bird,
the parents just sitting on a bench
watching it happen and enjoying
the brief respite courtesy of the
winged babysitter. One family en-
joyed it less when an employee
scolded the kids. The mama bear
tried to rescue her rambunctious lit-
tle cub by slinging obscenities at
the employee. Zoo security was
called and escorted her, her wailing
kids and her obviously humiliated
husband to the exit. I hadn’t been in
the park 20 minutes and it was al-
ready worth the entrance fee.

Not much later I was gazing in
awe at the colony of penguins in
their cold, enclosed habitat, while
simultaneously enduring the pun-
gent aroma of what I presume was
day-old fish. Several kids and
more than a couple of adults kept
banging and tapping on the glass.
This was despite a sign warning us
not to do so as it disturbs the pen-

Look at the Animals!

guins. The zookeeper had to re-
mind people over and over again to
stop and at one point threatened to
close the exhibit for the rest of the
day if the behavior continued. I
can’t stress enough. The signs
warning us all against this disrup-
tive behavior were all over the ex-
hibit, at eye level, and in multiple
languages.

My favorite moment of the
day, however, was when a grown
man stood in front of the goril la
habitat and read, out loud for all of
us to hear, what hand gestures and
facial expressions we must avoid
because primates, namely this ex-
tremely large and powerful gorilla,
f ind aggressive. Then he laughed
and proceeded to demonstrate
them. He bared his teeth, beat his
chest and made weird hollering
noises that seemed less primate
and more jack ass. A few of us,
myself included, yelled at him to
stop. Predictably, the goril la
charged through the enclosure and
threw some mud at him. It didn’t
hit him. I was disappointed and
hoped the great ape would try
again. I’m not saying I wanted the
goril la to eat him or play basket-
ball with his head or anything, but
it would have been funny if the
mud had hit him in the face. It
would have been funnier if it had
been poop.

One girl ran to the chimpanzee
enclosure and got the zookeeper.
Security was once again called and
proceeded to escort him out. The
guy argued that he shouldn’t be
kicked out because he was only
joking and the monkey shouldn’t
have taken him seriously. There’s
a lot to unpack there; I’ll save that
for another time.

All in all, it was a pretty inter-
esting trip to the zoo. You learn a lot
observing animals; you even learn
from observing those in the cages.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

5/
23

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-479-4113
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

5/
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

5/23

Lic.#414178
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I ’m a t the age when i t he lp s
hav ing magn i f i c a t i on wh i l e ap -
p ly ing makeup . The o the r day I
no t i c ed I was squa t t i ng eve r so
s l igh t ly to a l ign my face wi th my
pu l l -ou t ad ju s t ab l e mi r ro r . See
the p rob l em? I was ad ju s t i ng in -
s t e ad o f hav ing my ad jus t ab l e
mir ro r do the work .

Some t imes we do tha t w i th
our c lu t t e r . We s tep over or reach
a round our c lu t t e r i n s t ead o f ad -
ju s t i ng i t . We pu t some th ing
down ins t ead o f away because

Handling “Sneaky” Clut ter

the re ’ s no space for i t .
I could have a l te red my pos-

tu r e in s t ead o f my mi r ro r fo r
qu i t e some t ime befo re fee l ing
i t . Even tua l ly , my back or neck
wou ld have to ld me some th ing
was amis s . C lu t t e r and i t s e f -
fec t s don’ t happen overn igh t . I t
t ends to be sneaky and goes un-
no t iced for a whi le .

I f you ’ r e f ee l i ng s t r e s sed ,
f ru s t r a t ed , anx ious , o r d i s -
t r a c t ed , t he r e cou ld be a
p l e tho ra o f cause s . Don’ t d i s -
count sneaky clu t te r , or the fac t
tha t de-c lu t te r ing wi l l f ree your
mind to focus on o the r con -
t r ibu t ing i ssues .

Per fec t ion is never the goal .
C rea t i ng an env i ronmen t tha t
a l l ows you to move f r ee ly ,
t i dy -up eas i l y and have more
peace and produc t iv i ty i s . Here
are four ways to take con t ro l o f
sneaky c lu t t e r r a the r t han ad -
ju s t i ng to i t . Commi t fou r
weeks to th i s process and en joy
the benef i t s .

Find the f loor. Eve ry day
pick up and put away one th ing
tha t l anded on the f l oo r bu t
doesn’ t be long there . I t may be
c lo th ing , su rp lu s pape r p rod -
uc t s , a su i t c a se wa i t i ng to be
unpacked , a baske t o f c l ean
l aund ry , e t c . S t a r t w i th the
leas t c lu t t e red f loor a rea . S t i ck
wi th tha t space each day un t i l
comp le t ed . See ing the c l ea r
f loor i s mot iva t ion for the nex t
a rea . Take Sundays of f .

Count o ff coun te r s . I den -
t i f y fou r c lu t t e r ed coun t e r t ops
o r f l a t su r f ace s — ki t chen ,
ba th room(s ) , gues t bed , l aun -
d ry , de sk , en t ry t ab l e , d in ing
tab le , e t c . Choose one to work
on each week . Se t you r t ime r
for ten minu tes per weekday or
50 minu tes on Sa turday and de-
c lu t t e r away .

Seize more space . You may
fee l l i ke you don ’ t have room
to spare , bu t the re ’ s probab ly a
cab ine t or c lose t wi th some low
hanging f ru i t — and by f ru i t , I
mean space .

Dur ing you r fou r -week a t -
t a ck on sneaky c lu t t e r , su rvey
your cab ine t s and c lose t s look-
ing fo r h idden space . I t m igh t
cur ren t ly be s tor ing empty e lec-
t r on i c s boxes you saved f rom

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 9
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Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
5/23

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

5/
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Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 5/
23

Senior Report

“Art Groove” Calling Seniors
B y  M e l a n i e  Wi l l i a m s

W e  a r e  “ b u s t i n g ”  a t  t h e
s e a m s  w i t h  n e w  a c t i v i t i e s
b e i n g  a d d e d  e a c h  m o n t h  a t
t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r
C e n t e r .

T h e  M o n t h l y  S a l e  i s  o n
S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  3  f r o m  8  a . m .
t o  n o o n .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e
w o n d e r f u l  c o m m u n i t y  d o n o r s
w h o  k e e p  o u r  T r e a s u r e  H o u s e
w e l l - s t o c k e d  w i t h  n e w  a n d
s l i g h t l y  u s e d  i t e m s .

D o t  H u s t e d  h a s  d o n a t e d  a
q u i l t  t o  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r
a n d  Q u i l t  F u n d r a i s e r  t i c k e t s
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  M o n t h l y
S a l e .  T h e  b e a u t i f u l l y  h a n d -
c r a f t e d  q u i l t  i s  o n  d i s p l a y  i n
t h e  m a i n  b u i l d i n g  a n d  e v e r y -
o n e  i s  w e l c o m e  t o  s t o p  b y  t h e
R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r
a t  3 7 3 3 0  B e r k s h i r e  D r .  a n y
w e e k d a y  f r o m  9  a . m .  t o  1
p . m .  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k .

O n  J u n e  3 ,  s o m e  s e n i o r
m e m b e r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o
C o a r s e g o l d  f o r  t h e  1 8 t h  A n -
n u a l  M u s i c  i n  t h e  M e a d o w ,  a
f u n d r a i s e r  f o r  t h e  C o a r s e g o l d
H i s t o r i c  M u s e u m .  S i l e n t  a u c -
t i o n  i t e m s  i n c l u d e  a n  a u t o -
g r a p h e d  g u i t a r  b y  A l i c e
C o o p e r  a n d  V I P  C a b o o s e
T i c k e t s  f r o m  t h e  S u g a r  P i n e
R a i l r o a d .  T h e  E x e c u t i v e
R o c k e r s  w i l l  p e r f o r m  t u n e s
f r o m  t h e  6 0 s  t h r o u g h  t h e  8 0 s
a n d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  c o u n t r y .
F o o d  a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t s  b y  t h e
B l u e  H e r o n  R e s t a u r a n t  w i l l
b e  a v a i l a b l e .  E n t r y  i s  $ 1 0
a n d  y o u ’ l l  n e e d  t o  b r i n g  a
c o m f y  c h a i r  t o  e n j o y  t h e
m u s i c .

T h e r e  a r e  n e w  a c t i v i t i e s
a t  t h e  A r t  G r o o v e  G a l l e r y  i n
R i v e r  P a r k .  B i n g o  i s  i n  f u l l
s w i n g  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  W e d n e s -
d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h  f r o m  4  t o
6  p . m .  I f  y o u  l i k e  p l a y i n g
B i n g o ,  c o m e  a n d  j o i n  o u r
s e n i o r  g r o u p  o n  J u n e  1 4 .

L o c a l  j e w e l r y  a r t i s a n s  a r e
h o s t i n g  a  j e w e l r y  m a k i n g
c l a s s  o n  e v e r y  f o u r t h
W e d n e s d a y  f r o m  4  p . m .  t o  6
p . m .  A l l  s u p p l i e s  a r e  p r o -
v i d e d .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d
i n  t h e  c l a s s  o n  J u n e  2 8 ,
p l e a s e  s i g n  u p  a t  t h e  S e n i o r
C e n t e r .

W e  a r e  s t i l l  o n  t h e  s c h e d -
u l e  e v e r y  f i r s t  W e d n e s d a y  f o r
o u r  P a i n t  P a r t y .  N e x t  w i l l  b e
o n  J u n e  7  f r o m  2  p . m .  t o  4
p . m .  A  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  t o
M e l a n i e  G l a s s ,  d i r e c t o r  o f
t h e  A r t  G r o o v e  G a l l e r y  a t
R i v e r  P a r k  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a l l
o f  t h e s e  e x c i t i n g  e v e n t s .

W e  a r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  F a -
t h e r ’ s  D a y  w i t h  a  p o t l u c k  o n
J u n e  1 9  a t  1 1  a . m .  a t  t h e
S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  P l e a s e  b r i n g  a
d i s h  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  e i g h t  t o  1 0
s e r v i n g s  a n d  y o u r  o w n  p a p e r
p l a t e s  a n d  p l a s t i c w a r e .  W e
w i l l  b e  m e e t i n g  r i g h t  a f t e r
t h e  m o r n i n g  e x e r c i s e  c l a s s ,
s o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  s t a y  a n d
e n j o y  s o m e  g o o d  f o o d  a n d
c o m p a n y .

T h e  B i r t h d a y  a n d  A n -
n i v e r s a r y  L u n c h e o n  i s  S a t u r -
d a y ,  J u n e  1 7  a t  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .
E v e r y o n e  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d
t o  m e e t i n g  a t  Y o s e m i t e  F a l l s
C a f e  a t  5 1 2 3  N .  B l a c k s t o n e
A v e .  i n  F r e s n o .  P l e a s e  c a l l
t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  a t  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
4 8 6 4  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  t h e
l u n c h e o n .

T h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r
C e n t e r  i s  s t i l l  p r o v i d i n g  c o m -
m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
f o r  a n y  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s
w h o  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  h o u r s  f o r
g r a d u a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I f
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e
S c o u t  G a r d e n  o r  a r o u n d  t h e
f l o w e r  b e d s  o n  t h e  S e n i o r
C e n t e r  p r o p e r t y ,  p l e a s e  c a l l
a n d  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h
o u r  v o l u n t e e r  m a s t e r  g a r d e n -
e r s  t o  s c h e d u l e  w o r k  t i m e s .
C a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  a t
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4  a n d  l e a v e  a
m e s s a g e  f o r  D i a n e  M a x f i e l d
i n  t h e  S c o u t  G a r d e n .

T h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r
C e n t e r  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  a  c o n -
t r a c t o r  w h o  c a n  i n s p e c t  t h e
b u i l d i n g  a n d  p r o p e r t y  f o r
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  r e p a i r s .
P l e a s e  c a l l  u s  w i t h  a n y  r e p -
u t a b l e  r e f e r r a l s  o r  s u g g e s -
t i o n s  f o r  e x p e r t  a d v i c e .

H a p p y  F a t h e r ’ s  D a y  f r o m
t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R a n -
c h o s / H i l l  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .

Q u o t e  f o r  J u n e :  “ S u m m e r -
t i m e  i s  a l w a y s  t h e  b e s t  o f
w h a t  m i g h t  b e . ”  - -  C h a r l e s
B o w d e n

LIC. #1017900
BONDED &
INSURED

5/23

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

5/23
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

f ive years ago in case you needed
to re tu rn them. I t migh t have co l -
l ege b inde r s and t ex tbooks o r
VHS mov ie s . Maybe the r e a r e
boxes o f cann ing j a r s o r o the r
supp l ies f rom a long-gone hobby .

Once you choose an a rea ,
s chedu l e one hou r to pu rge and
recover tha t va luab le space . Th i s
w i l l p rov ide p l ace s fo r home le s s
i t ems you d i scove r on your f loo r
and f la t su r faces .

Pedd le your paper. Pape r i s
o f t en the sneak i e s t and fa s t e s t
g rowing fo rm of c lu t t e r . P r e t end
i t ’ s a l l cu r r ency and tha t t he
soone r i t a r r i ve s a t i t s de s t i na -
t ion , the sooner the pay-of f .

Pape r has on ly fou r des t i na -

t ions — recyc le , sh red , f i l e and a
ho ld ing p l ace fo r ac t i ve pape r -
work (b i l l s , fo rms , RSVPs , e t c . ) .
Dur ing these four weeks , commi t
to hand l ing incoming paper da i ly
in s t ead o f to s s ing them on the
nea re s t f l a t su r f ace . I t w i l l pay
of f . For a t ip shee t on process ing
pape r ema i l me a t i n fo@orga -
n izedbychoice .com.

I wou ld love to hea r abou t
your expe r i ence as you take con-
t ro l o f you r c lu t t e r — vic to r i e s
and cha l l enges a s we l l . See my
contac t in fo be low.

Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call
559-871-3314 or email info@orga-
nized bychoice.com. You can vis i t
www. organizedbychoice.com when
you go online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

The supposed aim of the hotline is the
“stop the normalization of hate in our com-
munities and ensure impacted individuals
get the help they need.” To some, this type
of program might sound wonderful at first
glance. But there are some serious issues
with this. For starters, whether one be-
lieves in the idea of “hate crimes” or not,
if someone witnesses an act of violence
against someone else, would it not make
more sense to call law enforcement di-
rectly instead of going through some gov-
ernment-funded program? If something
like this happens, chances are the witness
or victim isn’t thinking about calling a hot-
line, right?

So, it seems to make more sense that
this website is more about “hate incidents”
involving bullying or the use of derogatory
names. In essence, California’s govern-
ment is encouraging its residents to report
people who use disgusting rhetoric against
others based on immutable characteristics.
Of course, any decent person detests big-
otry in all its forms.

But the notion that we should be fil-
ing reports with the government seems
rather Orwellian, doesn’t it? It is the same
type of behavior that other states encour-
aged during the COVID-19 pandemic
when people were calling hotlines to
snitch on their neighbors for not comply-
ing with the onerous restrictions their gov-
ernments imposed.

There are several other problems with
this program. For starters, the hotline sys-
tem relies on individuals reporting “hate
incidents” or acts of bigotry, which can be
subjective and open to interpretation. This
leaves room for potential misuse and false
reporting, as people may exploit the sys-
tem to settle personal grievances or silence

those with differing opinions.
The lack of clear criteria and guide-

lines for identifying and verifying hate in-
cidents could lead to a chilling effect on
free speech and the expression of unpopu-
lar views. Also, considering the fact that
folks on the hard left view any utterance
with which they disagree as bigoted makes
this even more problematic.

Secondly, the program’s emphasis on
bypassing law enforcement and offering
civil legal options raises concerns about
due process and accountability. By en-
couraging individuals to seek alternatives
to the criminal legal system, the program
could undermine the principles of fair and
impartial justice. It may result in a lack of
proper investigation and legal protection
for both the accused and the alleged vic-
tims, potentially leading to unjust out-
comes.

Lastly, the program’s broad definition
of a hate incident, including actions such
as name-calling and refusal of service,
raises questions about the proportionality
of the response. While such behaviors may
be undesirable, categorizing them as hate
incidents and potentially subjecting indi-
viduals to legal or social consequences
could be seen as an overreach of govern-
mental authority, especially if these inci-
dents end up in the hands of law
enforcement. This approach risks stifling
open dialogue and debate, as individuals
may fear retribution for expressing con-
troversial or unpopular opinions.

This is the type of program that could
easily be taken to a dark place despite its
supposedly noble intentions. It could be
weaponized to “crack down on speech”
and intimidate people into censoring them-
selves. This outcome wouldn’t exactly be
surprising in the People’s Republic of Cal-
ifornia, would it?

SNITCH cont. from P. 2
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Click on “Local News” at

•Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set!
• Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your
utility company and only pay for the energy you use.
• More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you
deserve.

$1,200 average first year savings • 5 Star rating on Google • Kuubix Master Dealer • FREE Estimate

559-978-7448
6081 N 1st Street • Suite 101 • Fresno • info@solarbystellar.com
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By Dov Adler

2023 Precipitation and
Climate Update

This year we had abundant precipita-
tion statewide through Jan. 31 at 18.17
inches. This is 147 percent of the average
for this time period. A significant weather
pattern change arrived with the winter sol-
stice with the blocking high pressure mov-
ing south and a stronger jet stream pushing
a series of warm storms into California. A
series of nine atmospheric rivers impacted
California with heavy precipitation and
strong winds. In a three-week span from
Dec. 25, 2022 to Jan. 15, 2023, 11.18
inches of precipitation fell over California,
which is 46 percent of a total water year.
While precipitation was statewide, the
major sum was in the center between San
Francisco Bay and Santa Barbara.

Statewide reservoir storage at the
end of January was 97 percent of aver-
age. Snowpack at the end of January,
based on the automated snow sensors,
reported approximately 206 percent of
average snowpack for this time of year
and 129 percent of a full seasonal snow-
pack expected on or around April 1.
This is one of the strongest starts to a
snowpack in the last 40 years.

In 2014, California voters approved
$2.7 billion for dam expansions that
were supposed to create 2.8-million-acre
feet of additional storage capacity. Con-
struction was due to start this year after
slow-footed state representatives’ reac-
tion to the program execution. During
the Jan. 9 storm alone, public works en-

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents
&&Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 5/
23

gineers estimated 55,000 acre-feet of
water went into the Pacific Ocean from
Los Angeles (18 billion gallons).

Over 340 projects have been pro-
posed by communities in California,
while the state itself has a goal of ex-
panding average groundwater recharge
by at least 500,000 acre-feet each year.

In January of this year, state agen-
cies opened a fast-track groundwater
recharge pilot project to capture flood
waters for underground storage. The
data to submit an application is through
the California Board of Water Re-
sources, in which grants/applications
can be submitted through the local Gen-
eral Services Administration.

One other option that was suggested
is a permeable pavement, or a surface
that allows runoff to pass through pave-
ment and into underlying stone beds and
soil. San Francisco has already started
building some roads with this type of
pavement. Hopefully this will be the be-
ginning of a new era.

The public is invited and encour-
aged to offer ideas for projects to help
our community. SEMCU convenes for
only one hour on the third Monday of
every month starting at 6 p.m. The next
meeting is Monday, June 19.

For the foreseeable future, instead
of convening our monthly Board meet-
ings at the Pizza Factory, we will hold
our board meetings via telephone con-
ferencing. To participate in the board’s
conference meeting via telephone or
video, call: 312-757-3121. You will get
prompted to input the access code:
715657949#

For more information or sugges-
tions, call 559-363-9095 or reach the or-
ganization at www. semcu.org or by
email at info@ semcu.org.

SEMCU  is “By the Community,
For the Community”

A man working out of his AT&T van
was carjacked at the Riverstone shopping
area at Avenue 12 and Highway 41 just be-
fore 1 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9. The car-
jacker, later identified as 42-year-old Marcus
Banksbey of Sacramento, brandished what
turned out to be an airsoft pistol and a scuf-
fle ensued, followed by Banksbey spraying
the victim with pepper spray.

Banksbey then took the vehicle and
drove to Fresno and Nees where he at-
tempted to rob a Central Valley Commu-
nity Bank, after he phoned in a false claim
of a “man with a gun” at Bullard High as a
diversion. Banksbey was ultimately cap-
tured less than five miles from the bank.

In a bizarre turn of events, background
on Banksbey revealed that he served in the
California Army National Guard as an in-
formation systems operator/analyst from
2000 to 2012 and as a command/unit chap-
lain from 2012 to 2019, attaining the rank
of captain. He deployed to Jordan from No-
vember 2017 to April 2018, a National
Guard spokesperson said.

The Madera County investigation re-
mains ongoing. Anyone with information re-
garding this case is encouraged to contact
Madera County Sheriff’s Office at 675-7770.
For details regarding the ongoing investiga-
tion in Fresno, please get in touch with the
Fresno Police Department at 621-7000.

Riverstone Carjacking, Wild Ride
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork5/23

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

5/23 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

APRIL 2023 

Median Listing Price
$475K

Median Days on Market
51

Median Sold Price
$470K

Median Price/SF Sold
$267

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com 
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132

Jessica Gonzales
559-408-1784

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161

WE GOT YOU!

5/
23

“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

5/
23

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Time for a HOME change?
Let ME help you.

Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@guarantee.com
DRE LIC. #01894032

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

555599--990033--00885555

5/
23

    Real Estate

media that is out to get him but is in-
credibly sympathetic and accommo-
dating.

Biden broke with tradition by
not holding a press conference while
on his trip to Ireland. He's done 54
interviews so far in his first  two

years, according to The New York
Times, the fewest since Ronald Rea-
gan. He has averaged 10 news con-
ferences a year, whereas Calvin
Coolidge -- you know, "Silent Cal" -
- did about 90 annually during his
first two years in office.

The standard isn't  very high,
though, when you are a default can-

didate. That 's how Biden won
against Donald Trump in 2020; it 's
how he avoided a midterm drubbing
in 2022; and it's how he hopes to win
again against Trump, should he be
the nominee, in 2024.

Biden has built on the old adage,
"Never interfere with an enemy
when he's destroying himself." His
version is basically, "Never bother
going out in public when your enemy
is destroying himself."

The lesson of the last couple of

years is that Biden doesn't have to be
scintillating, impressive, or inspir-
ing. Heck, he doesn't even have to be
popular. He simply has to be there.
To paraphrase Woody Allen, 90% of
getting elected for Joe Biden is just
showing up.

His campaign could be barely
evident and still succeed.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.
© 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
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SSuuppeerr CrosswordDistinguished Kiwanis Recognized
Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden

To start out this article, we want to acknowl-
edge the two new members that just joined our
club. Rod Chaney and John Herrera were installed
by our Division 5 Lieutenant Governor, Claudia
Soria-Delgado. Member Marie Cameron sponsored
John Herrera and Member Mona Diaz sponsored
Rod Chaney. Welcome Rod and John. Great to
have you both with us.

We gave out two Distinguished Service
Awards within our club. One went to Mona Diaz
for her tireless, joyful and consistent work sup-
porting our club, our communities and the clubs
within Kiwanis Division 5. The other service award

went to Richard
Wayne for his solid
commitment as the
advisor in supporting
the Kiwanis Key Club student members of Liberty
High School. Congratulations to both of you. 

Our club volunteered to assist the Kiwanis
Special Olympics in Clovis. We created a Saturday
morning assembly line packing almost 200
lunches. The lunches were refrigerated overnight
then transported out to Clovis on Sunday. Giving
back is a huge part of being a Kiwanian.

It was exciting to hear from our own member,
Richard Wayne, who just experienced the Central
Valley Honor
Flight. He was
our guest
speaker giving

us insightful and detailed happenings of the
honor flight experience. Richard is a Vietnam
Veteran and it was rewarding for us to share in
Richard’s memorable Washington D.C. trip. 

Three of our local events we sponsor at
this time of the year are in progress. Providing
lunch for our Golden Valley Unified School
District staff and teachers, the John Minney
Liberty High School Scholarship Awards and
the Character Counts Bicycle Giveaways at our
three elementary schools. All three will con-
clude by mid-June.

Closing thought … as I’ve shared often the
Kiwanis main focus is “improving the world
one child and one community at a time.” Kiwanis is a global organization with
clubs volunteering and serving all over the world. Here in our piece of this world
let’s remember for our children “… the greatness of a community is most accu-
rately measured by the compassionate actions of its members.” Coretta Scott
King. 

Kiwanis Club of the Madera Ranchos meets every second and fourth Thurs-
day of the month at 6 p.m. at the Second Son Brew at 37167 Avenue 12, Unit 4C
in the Ranchos. For more information email rowdensally2@gmail.com.

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Guest speaker Richard
Wayne was a recipient of the
Central Valley Honor Flight for
his service in Vietnam.

Member Richard Wayne,
right, receives the Distinguished
Service Award from Club Presi-
dent Ollia Ridge.

Also receiving the Distinguished
Service Award is Mona Diaz, center,
flanked by club members marie
Cameron and President Ollia Ridge.

the Ranchos IndependentSSaayy  yyoouu  ssaaww  iitt  iinn  
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Classified
Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Gutter Services
The Gut ter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tanda rd
ra in gu t t e r s . Genera l Con t rac to r .
Repa i r Main tenance . 26 yea r s
work ing in the a rea . Cal l 5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .

Housecleaning
O v e r 4 0 y a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e -
R e f e r e n c e s a v a i l a b l e - L u p e ’ s
H o u s e C l e a n i n g , r e s i d e n t i a l ,
o n e - t i m e s e r v i c e , m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s , w i n d o w s , c o n -
s t r u c t i o n c l e a n u p .
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o . c o m .
5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2 o r 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 -
2 9 1 5 .

Property Clean Up
P r o p e r t y c l e a n u p , l a n d s c a p e
maintenance and tree tr imming
- F R E E E S T I M A T E S . P r o f e s -
s iona l and re l i ab l e . Cal l Er ic a t
559-903-3757 .

Recyclables Pick Up
K E E P I T L O C A L - F R E E R E -
C Y C L A B L E P I C K U P - K I D S
4 R E C Y C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n e w s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . C a l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 . F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n c h o s
c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured.

Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates.

The idea of Go Figure is to ar-
rive at the figures given at the
bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the di-
agram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

5/23

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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555599--664455--00663344

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates are
crazy cheap

and crazy effective!  

CCAALLLL   664455--00663344
The Ranchos
Independent 
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Click on “Local News” at

((555599))  664455--00663344

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RRAANNDDYY  BBAAIILLEEYY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$15
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849
www.bedrockeng.com

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,
pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned
propane company

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY  BASE

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

Commercial/Residential
ALSO specializing in finish

carpentry & handyman services

tile • hardwood • laminate • LVP

Expert installation • over 30 yrs experience

NEW FLOORS 
IN YOUR HOME!

559-994-5908
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468   

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) That sometimes contrarian Arian streak emerges and could
affect an important decision. Try to keep your mind open to the possibilities, even if they
currently seem remote.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It could be a long wait before you get an answer to a
question involving financial matters. Meanwhile, check on other interesting possibilities.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A misunderstanding shouldn't keep you from continuing to
work. Pursue a reconciliation with someone who really cares. Talk it out before you consider
walking out.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Exercise some discipline -- don't keep changing your mind.
An upcoming decision requires that you stay focused on the direction you need to follow.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Although family matters take up much of your time these days,
you still need to deal with important workplace issues. Try to balance both obligations wisely.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your on-the-job problems appear close to being
resolved. Now, make time to repair those personal relationships that you might have ignored
for too long.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Someone might suddenly balk at fulfilling an
important agreement. There could be a hidden reason that you'll need to uncover before you
take this to arbitration.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A friend seeks to confide a secret, knowing it will
be safe with you. But, given your friend's history, you might not want to know what you'll be told.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your new "self-improvement" course will
continue to hit bumps in the road until you start shedding those unnecessary loads you've
toted for too long.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A decision to move to a new home needs to be
delayed until you have accurate reports about its condition. Rely on facts, not assurances.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Congratulations! Your good work is beginning to
pay off. Reward yourself. Take some much-needed rest and recreation time with loved ones.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Fishing for compliments isn't always wise. Build your
self-esteem on your own worthy achievements, and don't rely on others to tell your value.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

People who meet you want to get to know you better, but you tend
to be difficult to please when it comes to forming friendships.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634
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Click on “Local News” at

1. GEOGRAPHY: How many U.S. states
border Canada? 2. THEATER: The musical
"My Fair Lady" is based on which play? 3.
SCIENCE: Who was the first person to win
Nobel prizes in two different sciences? 4.
MOVIES: Which 1997 movie featured a
character named Jack Dawson? 5. TELE-
VISION: What is the name of Ross's pet
monkey in "Friends"? 6. LANGUAGE:
How many languages exist worldwide? 7.
FOOD & DRINK: Which country produces
Manchego cheese? 8. GENERAL
KNOWLEDGE: How many track and field
events are in a decathlon? 9. U.S. PRESI-
DENTS: Which president had the most chil-
dren? 10. MUSIC: What is the title of
Britney Spears' first album?

1.13.
2."Pygmalion,"byGeorgeBernardShaw.
3.MarieCurie,physicsandchemistry.
4."Titanic."
5.Marcel.
6.Morethan7,000.
7.Spain.
8.10.
9.JohnTyler,whofathered15children.
10."...BabyOneMoreTime."

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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www.The Ranchos.com

SUDOKU
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Click on “Local News” at

UUnnttiill  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoottiiccee,,  tthhee
rreegguullaarr  SSEEMMCCUU  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll
ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  vviiaa  tteelleeccoonnffeerreennccee..
OOuurr  nneexxtt  mmeeeettiinngg  iiss  MMoonnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  1199  aatt  66  pp..mm..

PPlleeaassee  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..

5/
23

Wildfire Safety Measure
Offered to Our SEMCU Residents

Please call 559-363-9095 to sign up
for FREE discing of your residential
lot - -  PERIMITER ONLY. Please
include your name, phone number,
address and any specific instructions.

The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.




