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Piece of History Coming to Ranchos

A 14-foot steel beam salvaged from the attacked World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001 is travelling through Madera County for us to view.

In what has become an annual Ranchos tradition, a new honorary mayor has
been “elected” in the Ranchos. Alec Konkle is the new “mayor,” beating out three
other contenders for the honorary position.
Candidates sell their votes for $1
each with 75 cents of every dollar they

collect going to the charity of their choice
and the remaining 25 cents going to the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce,
which puts on the event.
This year, the four candidates collected $6,307.45, raising almost $5,000
for local charities.
Look for its return next spring.

Madera County has announced that a
salvaged 14-foot steel beam from the Twin
Tower attacks on Sept. 11, 2001 is making
its way through the Ranchos.
On Saturday, May 28 the beam will
travel through Madera County for everyone to view. The beam will be escorted by
area firefighters, law enforcement and the
American Legion Motorcycle Riders. The
County is encouraging everyone to gather
on the route to take a first look at the
beam.
The beam will be traveling down Avenue 12 at approximately 9:45 a.m. Its final

destination for Madera County is the
Madera County Courthouse Park.
Earlier this year it was reported that
Madera County has plans to house the beam
in a 9/11 memorial at the Courthouse Park.
It was reported that the County has an
existing memorial honoring the victims of
9/11, but the new memorial will honor the
nearly 3,000 people lost from the terrorist
attack and commemorate local Madera
County fire fighters who have lost their
lives in the line of duty.
It is expected to be completed by September of this year.

S.F. Senator Seeks to Restore
Medicinal Marijuana Access

Candidates: Bill Whyman
(Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce), Alec Konkle (Liberty High Marching Band),
Verlaine Elinburg (SEMCU)
and Sally Rowland (Kiwanis).

The applause goes up as
Vice President Butler announces Alec Konkle as the
Honorary Mayor of the
Madera Ranchos. Alec walked
Ave. 12 to get votes.

Waiting for the outcome
of the vote, neighbors filled up
Verlaine Elinburg’s multipurpose room on Avenue 12 on the
afternoon of May 4. They didn’t have to wait too long.

The smile says it all as
Alec Konkle takes over the
reigns of power by becoming
the Ranchos’newest Honorary
mayor. For the record: He
can’t fix your parking ticket.

Chamber Vice President
Maria Butler handled the officiating duties for the event, announcing that Alec Konkle was
the winner and reporting the
money raised for charity.

Also at the event was
Mike Fursman, right, last
year’s Honorary Mayor. Here
with Ron Griffen, they were
both awarded Volunteer of the
Year for 2021.

Senator Scott Wiener’s (D-San Francisco) Senate Bill 1186, which restores
voter-created access to medicinal
cannabis across the state by requiring
cities to provide patients access to purchase medicinal cannabis by delivery,
passed the Senate with a unanimous bipartisan vote. It now heads to the Assembly for policy hearings.
Cannabis is an important and lifesaving medicine for many people, including those who have cancer, HIV/AIDS,
chronic pain, arthritis, neurodegenerative

disorders, and numerous other illnesses.
Everyone deserves access to the medicine, including medicinal cannabis. SB
1186 restores this access for all Californians.
“Right now, 62% of California cities
ban people from purchasing legal medicinal cannabis,” said Senator Wiener,
“This fuels the illicit cannabis market and
makes it difficult – if not impossible – for
people to access the medicine they need.
Please see CANNABIS on P. 18

Click on “Local News” at
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THANK YOU Madera Ranchos for another successful
Annual Flatlanders Day Parade!

... and a BIG THANK YOU to this year’s
Flatlanders Day Parade Sponsors!

CHAD'S TRUCKIING
MICHELADA LOCA, INC.
NOELLE GUTHRIE REAL ESTATE
NOW AND AGAIN THRIFT
PANCHITO’S TAQUERIA
PISTORESI AMBULANCE
PIZZA FACTORY
RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
RANCHOS LIBERTY CAFE
SEMCU

June 30 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Support your local Chamber and
Library at the Maywood Center booth
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always the second
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on
June 8 and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

www.The Ranchos.com
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Guest Editorial

No Mob, Criminal Domination
By Newt Gingrich
Americans are at a crossroads.
Americans must decide whether to
continue to ignore the decay of the
left’s insanely destructive policies
or that the time has come to reassert
the right of citizens to expect personal safety as the first responsibility of government.
Two patterns of destroying civilization are coming together to
form a river of violence and intimidation that can destroy the Constitution, the rule of law and the very
basic elements of our free society.
On the political front, there is a
self-righteous fanaticism dominating the secular-religious intensity
of the left. This has convinced
many on the left that the end justifies the means and therefore, they
have the right to break the law for
political purposes.
Whether it is burning down
neighborhoods, smashing store windows or throwing Molotov cocktails
into pro-life offices, the woke left
has now broken free from the restrictions of the American system of
law and constitutional government.
Theodore White warned of this
growing extremism in his book, The
Making of the President 1972, when
he described the militant, uncompromising left as having moved

“We believe
faith and
freedom must
be our guiding
stars, for
they show us
truth, they
make us brave,
give us hope,
and leave us
wiser than we
were. ”

from a liberal ideology to a liberal
theology. Now, 50 years later, the
theology of the woke left has grown
more extreme, more hostile and
more willing to use force and intimidation to get what it wants.
I should note that mobs are always wrong, whether it is a summer
of riots in cities, people occupying
the Capitol on January 6, 2021, or
mobs staking out the homes of
Supreme Court Justices.
Most recently, the mobs threatening
conservative
Justices,
protesting outside of their homes
and consciously seeking to intimidate them into voting as the left demands is an example of the political
violence that is growing and becoming legitimized on the left.
This political violence is paralleled by the personal violence of
hardened criminals that the left is
releasing from jail and putting back
on the street. The timidity of the innocent in refusing to put down either mobs or criminals increases the
demands and the dangers of both.
The spirit of breaking the law in
large groups is mob violence. In
small groups, that spirit is criminal.
However, when criminals see mobs
being tolerated, they are more
likely to believe there will be no
consequences
for
committing
crimes.
The 1982 Atlantic Monthly
essay Broken Windows: The Police
and Neighborhood Safety, by
George L. Kelling and James Q.
Wilson, established a framework for
a revolution in policing. When Bill
Bratton took their theory and turned
it into practical policing in Boston,
New York, and Los Angeles, the effect was revolutionary.
Their model was simple: Clean
up the neighborhood and crime will
go down. Alternatively, let the
neighborhood decay with graffiti,
garbage and broken windows, and
the crime rate will go up.
Effective and serious policing,
backed up by district attorneys
who fought for the rights of innocent victims and were tough on the
criminal, led to dramatic declines
in crime and amazingly safe cities.
The left hated it. (Recall the left’s
Please see EDITORIAL on P. 6
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hatred of the police with the Black
Panther public commitment to
killing policemen in the late
1960s.)
The threat to society from a collapse of cultural values was made
explicit in a brilliant 1993 essay for
The American Scholar by Senator
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who was a
renowned sociologist before entering
public life.
In Defining Deviancy Down,
Moynihan argued that a society may
decide to cope with collapsing discipline and behavior by simply making
it less and less unacceptable. Chil-

dren born without fathers would be
made acceptable. Schools that failed
to educate children would be made
acceptable. Males who grew up with
no male role model, no incentive to
go to work and a willingness to engage in predatory behavior would be
made acceptable.
We have had several decades of
the woke left and Big Government
Socialism promoting and glorifying
anti-social behavior, violence, criminals and hostility toward the police
and toward middle-class values.
In many ways, the 1971 movie,
A Clockwork Orange, which was
based on Anthony Burgess’s 1962
novel, was a prophetic forecast of a

dystopian future of mindless violence, helpless victims and brutality. Today, when there is a juvenile
gang in Boston led by an 11-yearold, when six people are shot in Atlanta on Mother’s Day, when
carjackings occur in public in New
York City, and when a theater in
Chicago cancels a nighttime performance because of a nearby shooting, A Clockwork Orange might be
a useful reference for every American.
Americans are at a crossroads.
Americans must decide whether to
continue to ignore the decay of the
left’s insanely destructive policies,
or whether the time has come to re-

assert the right of citizens to expect
personal safety as the first responsibility of government.
Anyone threatening a Supreme
Court Justice is violating the law and
should be imprisoned for at least a
year. Anyone engaged in violent
crime should be locked up until they
are too old to be dangerous.
It is time for the innocent and
the law-abiding to reimpose civilization on the vicious, the violent, and
the predatory.
It really is that simple.
The question is whether the
American people are ready to throw
out the politicians who have put
their lives and their country at risk.

5/22
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Robyn Nordell’s Recommendations
California’s Primary Election Tuesday, June 7, 2022
Robyn Nordell has been involved in
elections and with legal/legislative issues
for more than 25 years. She has taught
seminars on political involvement and has
worked closely with legislators, public
policy groups and activists on multiple issues, such as education, parental rights,
religious freedoms, life issues, traditional
family values, etc. Robyn has worked on
a variety of political projects, including
having a major role in coordinating the
fight against daytime curfews across California. She was the political liaison for a
Southern California denomination of
churches for several years.
Robyn has a passion for encouraging
people to be intelligently involved in the
political process, to stand up for traditional-family values, and to protect our
precious constitutional freedoms. She values those candidates and legislators who
operate from a pro-life, traditional values
and limited government perspective.

Cause of Chronic Cough
Has Doctors Stumped
DEAR DR. ROACH: I picked up a
cough while traveling in Europe more
than two years ago. No other symptoms
have ever presented. Since that time, I
have received every test imaginable,
including spirometry, multiple breathing tests, CT scans, X-rays and most
recently a bronchoscopy. Nothing was
discovered through any of these tests.
Other than the cough, I am very
healthy. The cough is driving me crazy,
however. I have been prescribed every

www.The Ranchos.com

For the June 7, 2022
California Primary Election
Robyn's Recommendations
for State Races
GOVERNOR
Brian Dahle -- Dahle is a current state
senator with a strong voting record. I believe he is the best candidate to unify behind and send to the General Election.
LT. GOVERNOR
Angela Underwood Jacobs
SECRETARY of STATE
Rob Bernosky
CONTROLLER
Lanhee Chen -- Excellent candidate!
Check out his long list of Endorsements
at chenforcalifornia.com/ endorsements/

type of medication, and nothing helps.
My doctors are at a standstill and have
nothing further to offer. I don't know
where to go from here, but I know I can't
live my life with this cough. I avoid a lot
of personal interaction because it is so
disruptive to constantly be coughing.
I would greatly appreciate your help
with this, and any advice regarding what
steps need to be taken next. -- P.M.
ANSWER: Chronic cough (lasting
more than several months) is most frequently a result of acid reflux, asthma or
postnasal drip, although there are many
more causes, including infection, which
would be a concern given that you have
a clear idea of when it started. Despite
an extensive evaluation for cough, it is
not that uncommon that people are left
with no explanation but with a persistent
cough. There are other, less-common
treatments at this point, some of which
your doctors might not have tried. The
first is the medication gabapentin (Neurontin). This is used for a condition
called laryngeal neuropathy, and I have
had a few spectacular cases where the
cough disappears entirely. People have
written saying that their doctor prescribed the medication for them after

TREASURER
Jack M. Guerrero
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Nathan Hochman
Endorsements at /www.nathanhochman
.com/endorsements/
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
Robert Howell
U.S. SENATE
U.S. SENATOR, FULL Term
Cordie Williams
Note: There are 26 candidates running for
this "full term" seat. Cordie Williams is
my first choice. I also appreciate that there
are some other conservative candidates
with great values.
U.S. SENATOR, Partial/

reading it in the column and they also
had relief, even after decades of persistent coughing, so I think this condition
may be more common than I have ever
thought.
A second has been a cough suppressant. I am very cautious about using opiate drugs, and it is certainly not
appropriate for some people, but cautious use of tramadol in selected patients
has been successful in reducing, but not
eliminating, cough. Just yesterday in the
clinic, one of the residents I supervise
had a patient with chronic cough who
had dramatic improvement through the
use of speech therapy. Looking it up
today, I find trials showing significant
improvement, if modest, with this approach, as well as several ongoing trials.
Given the potential side effects of
gabapentin and tramadol, I think I will
be making more referrals to my speech
and language pathology colleagues, and
suggest you speak with your doctors
about some of these options.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am a postmenopausal woman with osteoporosis.
My physician has just prescribed Calci-

Unexpired Term
Mark Meuser
This is the seat which was originally held
by Vice President Kamala Harris. It is
temporarily being held by Alex Padilla.
You are voting for the candidate that you
want to complete the remainder of this
term, which ends on jan. 2, 2023.
SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Lance Christensen
Endorsements at lancechristensen.com
/endorsements
(This race applies to everyone, so I am
listing this here. You will find this SPI race
in the "SCHOOL" section in your ballot.)
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
District 1: Ted Gaines

tonin Salmon nasal spray. Is this treatment very effective rebuilding bone
mass, and how long does a patient use
the drug? Also, are there any serious
dangers using this drug? -- M.L.
ANSWER: Calcitonin, usually derived from salmon, is not typically used
long term for osteoporosis. Other drugs,
such as those in the alendronate (Fosamax) class, are more effective.
The Food and Drug Administration
advisory panel has recommended its use
be limited to less than six months due to
concerns about possible increased cancer risks. It also can cause allergic-type
reactions, including swelling of the lips
and tongue. I seldom see it prescribed
anymore outside of short-term use for
pain relief in vertebral fractures due to
osteoporosis.
Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to
answer individual questions, but will incorporate them in the column whenever
possible. Readers may email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.edu.

© 2022 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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(May 2012)

E d i t o r ’s N o t e : Wi t h t h e
passing of Aunt Jean, I
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and I hope you enjoy them
all over again.

by Jean Briner

is cold, the melted butter may not
stay melted when you brush it on
but don’t worry because when the
corn is grilled the butter will melt.
After the corn is seasoned the
way you want it, pull the remaining
husks back on the cob, covering the
If you haven’t yet, it is certainly cob completely. Using one of the
time to get the barbecue out and get previously discarded husks, tie the
it going. You don’t have to have one end of the corn so that while grilling
of the big fancy $1,000 gas jobs – a the husks will stay on the cob.
Cook on medium to medium
kettle that uses charcoal briquettes
will do as well. When I lived in an high heat for 10 or 15 minutes. Pull
apartment, I had a hibachi that used back the husks that are covering the
charcoal and cooked what I wanted corn and serve. You can serve with
to cook or, if I had a guest, it would additional butter.
If you purchase the corn without
grill two steaks perfectly.
Do you only cook hamburgers, husks, you can wrap it in aluminum
foil for the same
hot dogs and an
effect.
occasional steak
One
last
on your barbeDo you only cook hamcue? How about burgers, hot dogs and an oc- thing: If you
want the corn to
corn on the cob,
steak
on
your be hot when you
potatoes and just casional
about any other barbecue? How about corn on serve dinner, be
vegetable from the cob, potatoes and just sure that the
the garden or a about any other vegetable corn is the last
farmers market? from the garden or a farmers thing you cook.
BBQ PotaWhen cooktoes
ing corn on the market?
To cook pocob, it can be
tatoes
whole,
cooked by cleaning it and putting it on the grill. after scrubbing or peeling place on
That way you would have a little a piece of foil large enough to cover
“crisp” on the corn. If you want to the potato. Using a brush or your
avoid the crisp, then grill it with the fingers put oil on the foil and wrap
the foil around the potato, sealing
husks on.
well. Grilling on a medium high
BBQ Grilled Corn
Do not take the husks off yet. heat will take about 45 minutes.
To cook potatoes faster and
Lay the corn into a clean sink and
fill with enough cold water to cover tastier slice them into about quarter
all your corn. Let the corn soak for inch slices, cut them into wedges or
cube the scrubbed potato. Place on
at least 30 minutes.
Remove three or four outer lay- a piece of foil large enough to cover
ers of husks, but be sure to leave the potato that you have brushed
enough to cover the corn to protect with oil. Brush the potatoes with
oil, salt and pepper and seasoning or
it from burning during grilling.
Pull back remaining husks from herbs of choice. You can use sliced
cob, but do not remove from end of red onions, green onions, bacon
corn. Remove as much of the silk as pieces (cooked), chopped bell pepper or just about anything that you
possible.
Season the cob as you like. would want on a potato except
Melted butter, salt and pepper, or cheese because the cheese might
you can add whatever herb or sea- burn while grilling. Seal the bundles
soning your family likes. Those can tight and place on a medium hot
be
garlic
powder,
rosemary, grill. These packages should cook in
oregano, or even dill. Since the corn 20 to 30 minutes. When you take

baking pan and brush them with the ¼
C olive oil and salt and pepper.
Working in batches, grill the vegetables until tender and lightly charred
all over – about 8-10 minutes for the
bell peppers, 7 minutes for the yellow
squash, zucchini, eggplant, and mushrooms, and 4 minutes for the asparagus and green onions. Arrange the
grilled vegetable on a platter. The key
to getting the grill marks is don’t
move them very much once they’ve
been put on the grill.
While the vegetables cook, mix
the remaining 2 T oil, balsamic
vinegar, garlic and herbs in a small
bowl. Blend with whisk, adding
salt and pepper to taste. Drizzle
this mixture over the vegetables.
I was going to do fruits and
vegetables in this article, but space
has just about gotten away from me
so I will have to do grilled fruit
next month. I never thought of
grilling fruit, but I have found
some great ideas. Next month the
fruit should be ready to be picked.

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

559-824-6336
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Veggie BBQ

these off the grill, poke a little hole
in the foil with the tip of a paring
knife to let some of the steam out. Be
real careful opening these packages
as the steam is extremely hot.
Grilled Vegetables
3 bell peppers (red or green)
seeded and halved
3 yellow squash**
3 zucchini**
3 Japanese eggplant**
12 cremini mushrooms
1 pound asparagus, trimmed
12 green onions, roots cut off and
trimmed
¼ C plus 2 T olive oil
Salt and Pepper
3 T balsamic vinegar
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 tsp. chopped parsley leaves
1 tsp. chopped fresh basil leaves
½ tsp. finely chopped fresh rosemary leaves
** Sliced lengthwise into ½ inch
thick rectangles.
Prepare the barbecue to medium
high heat. Place the vegetables on a

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)
Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
5/22

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

the Ranchos
Independent
Click on “Local News” at
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Letters
Dear Editor:
Campaign and elections seem to never
stop.
With the June 7 primary just a few
weeks away, we’re seeing things in full
swing. Here in Madera, things have
changed drastically. Gone are our old Congressional and legislative districts. In their
place are new districts connecting us with
far-flung communities in the Sierra
foothills and Central Valley. The most notable? Our new Congressional District, the
5th Congressional District, which runs from
El Dorado Hills to Fresno. The district has
connected the Gold Country, represented
by Rep. Tom McClintock, with places he’s
never represented.
You may have heard of Tom McClintock before, but his record leaves plenty to
be desired. In 14 years in Congress, he’s
seen four bills become law – two of them
named post offices and another named a
mountain range.
With the change from redistricting, the
new 5th District is deeply Republican. The
GOP holds a 11 percent voter registration
advantage over Democrats in the district.
That’s what makes this race – and the June
Primary – so important.
We need someone running against McClintock who stands a chance of winning –

a Republican who can deliver results for us:
Supervisor Nathan Magsig.
Nathan Magsig has been travelling up
and down all eight counties in the new 5th
district, building strong relationships with
local leaders and learning about the unique
issues facing each county. He’s not just
talking the talk. As a local Supervisor, he’s
walked the walk.
Two years ago, as our hometown
burned in the Creek Fire – one of the worst
wildfires in California history – he worked
alongside the U.S. Forest Service and CAL
Fire to ensure residents were evacuated and
their fire-threatened homes were accounted
for.
When was the last time you saw local
leaders with their hands dirty?
As a Central Valley mayor, he’s anticipated problems and developed solutions.
Fifteen years ago, he worked to build a
groundwater treatment and recharge plant
that helped save the water supplies for thousands of Valley residents and countless
Valley farms that feed the world. Nathan’s
approach to focusing on local communities
as our next Congressman is what sets him
apart. He’s a strong believer in local control of our decisions and its why he’s made
Please see LETTER on P. 11

GO
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HAWKS!
5/22

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS
this season and all year long

Click on “Local News” at
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LOCAL dog waste removal service • Weekly, every
other week and one time services • Residential and
commercial properties • Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and at www.ThePoopFairies.com

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Lic.#414178

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

5/22
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed
• Septic Systems Installed •
Concrete Work
• Driveways •
Trenching

S.G.E.
Lic. #719500

Call Sonny at

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

and water quality problems to all of
Southeast Madera County.
• the voting in of a new president
(Dov Adler) for this year.
• report on the free Fire Abatement
program SEMCU has offered. It entails
a 60-foot perimeter disced around the
By Igal Treibatch
property of people who have applied.
• what theme SEMCU chose to use
As always, managing a Non-Profit
to
participate
in the Flatlander’s Day
is a challenge.
parade.
Recently, SEMCU held its annual
Again, we think it is important to
meeting and we would like to share the
remind
everyone of the coming summer
results with the community.
and
its
effect
on our water and domesReturning board members: Al Solis,
tic
wells.
People
experiencing domestic
Jeff Evers, Jeff McGrath (treasurer),
well
or
water
quality
problems can conIgal Treibatch (secretary), Sarbjit Johal
tact
“Self-Help Enand Verlaine Elint
e
r
p r i s e s . ”
burg.
Qualified
people
New
board
...
the
coming
summer
and
may
have
a
water
members voted in:
tank
installed
or
Dov Adler (presi- its effect on our water and dohave
bottled
water
dent) and Valeria mestic wells ... people experiHochman Adler to
encing domestic well or water delivered at no
cost. Call Drought
be inducted at the
quality
problems
can
contact
Support at 559next
meeting.
“Self-Help
Enterprises”
at
820-1685 or conIf anyone in our
tact
them
at
community is inter- 559-820-1685 ...
d
r
o
u
g
h
t
s
u
p
ested in joining the
port@selfhelpenSEMCU
board,
terprises. org.
please contact us or
For
now,
the
regular (once a
join the next meeting as described
month)
SEMCU
meetings
take place
below.
virtually
on
the
third
Monday
of every
Among the other items discussed
month
and
last
about
an
hour.
Next
were plans for the near future, includmeeting
is
on
Monday,
June
20
at 6
ing:
p.m.
To
join,
call
312-757-3121
and
use
• a report from Al Solis, who repreaccess
code
715-657-949.
sent us at the Regional Water Management Group (a group of Madera County
For more information about anywater-related entities) on water grants
thing
related to SEMCU, call 559-363availability.
9095
or email us at info@semcu.org.
• what government grants for water
You
can
also visit our website at
recharging for our water basin may be
www.semcu.org.
available for us.
SEMCU is “By the Community,
• disseminating information regardFor the Community”
ing available programs to help with well

LETTER cont. from P. 10

call Juan and Maria at

559-268-6650

5/22

5/22

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

it his mission to get to know all corners of
this new district (which is double the size
of the state of Connecticut).
He’s focused on reducing the risk of
devastating wildfires, improving the capacity of healthcare workers in the Sierra
foothills and on the Valley floor by bringing a medical school to our region, and
keeping our communities safe.
If you’re a Democrat or Independent,
it’s critical to understand: Your vote in the

June Primary could determine if we can
bring on a Republican that will deliver results.
And if you’re a Republican, we deserve
a Congressman who is principled, conservative and still able to fight and deliver for
his district. Your vote is the most precious
thing you have and it deserves to be cast
wisely. I hope you’ll join me in voting for
Supervisor Nathan Magsig for Congress.
Tom Wheeler
Madera Supervisor Dist. 5

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
www.The Ranchos.com
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Email
Cash
Check
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Payment: $20

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636
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Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with
what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
A
N
S
W
E
R
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Madera Business Showcase
and Home Show Coming

5/22

5/22

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

www.The Ranchos.com

You can showcase your business or
just come by and see many of the businesses that call Madera home at the Madera
Business Extravaganza & Home Show
that’s coming on June 16.
The event is planned from 4 to 8 p.m.
and will be held at Hatfield Hall & Patio at
the Madera District Fairgrounds, located at
1850 W. Cleveland in Madera, right off the
99 Freeway.
The Madera Chamber of Commerce
and the Madera Association of Realtors is
inviting Chamber members and local businesses to participate in this year’s Madera

Business Extravaganza & Home Show. It
is an opportunity to display products, discuss services and share the story of individual businesses with other local
businesses and the Madera community.
The Madera Chamber of Commerce
said vendor spaces are now available to
Chamber members and non-members as
well. The Madera Chamber is also making
soonsorships available for those who
would like to have more of a presence at
the event.
For questions or more information call
the Chamber at 559-673-3563.
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

Say you saw it in the

Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at
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ALL vegetables NOW on SALE!

“I Really Hate ...” Finalist
Of all the things that have
made it onto my “I really hate it
whe n people do this” list, carelessness has a permanent place in
the top five. I don’t mean errors
in action and judgment that you
apologize for and work to correct.
I definitely don’t mean mistakes
you acknowledge and clean up
yourself. I’m referring to the people who cause a problem through
their own sloppiness and negligence and leave it for someone
else to deal with. That kind of
carelessness.
For example, imagine you’re
an office manager who has taken
it upon yourself to move a particular department from one part of
the building to another. You do
this without asking, or at least informing, the people who work in
that department. Even better, you
choose to do it on a day when no
one in that department is in the
office to help you, advise you, or
in this case, stop you. Perhaps in
your mind you think it’s some
sort of delightful, corporate sur-

Get 25% OFF
WHILE SUPPLIES
LAST
for your veggie
garden at
Fernwood Gardens
prise. It’s not, just so you know.
In keeping with our little
game here, let’s say that during
the kerfuffle of moving equipment you realize that space is a
bit tight in the new digs. Some
people might stop, but not you.
You’re no quitter. Go big or go
home, right? Instead of making a
course correction, you go full
steam ahead and make the decision to reorganize the now packed
room and get rid of everything
that isn’t needed. Never mind that
you don’t know what is or isn’t
needed because you don’t work in
Please see GENWHY on P. 17

New operating hours:

Tue-Sun
8-5 p.m.
CLOSED Monday
5/22

• New color received weekly.
• Now’s the time to plant ALL trees.
• Memorial Day weekend ALL VETS receive
20% off entire purchase (with military ID)
We thank you for your service!

Fernwood Gardens • 645-7677

12090 Fernwood Dr., Madera • www.FernwoodGardens.net
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On Mother’s Day I received a
j o u r n a l t i t l e d Daily Kairos. Not
being a Greek scholar, I opened
the journal to discover the meaning of Kairos: “The suitable or appropriate time for something to
occur or for something to be accomplished.”
Why is timing so important?
Think for a moment about what
happens when we don’t use the
“suitable or appropriate time” for
things like sorting the mail, paying the bills, grocery shopping,
changing the oil, making a phone
call or completing Continuing Education Units. At the least, consequences include things piling up
or cramming tasks together. On
the critical side, missing deadlines
can cost money, career opportunities and wreak havoc in relationships. The common theme is more
stress.
Kairos is a stress reducer, albeit annoying and inconvenient at
times. Just now, I heard the wash-

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.
645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
5/22

Lic. #PLS 5815

www.The Ranchos.com

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

that requires some planning. The
COVID shutdown created time for
me to stock up on Continuing Education Units for my re-certification. Next time around, I’ll need to
determine and schedule the number
of hours it will take per month to
complete the requirement.
We don’t have a routine set up
for success. So many of my clients
have experienced transitions that
took them from order to disorder.
When life changes, we sometimes
think we should still be able to do
things the same way we used to,
but we can’t. Maybe you always
processed your mail right after
dinner, but now you have kids and
there are baths, homework and stories to read. The mail gets stacked
on the counter until company
comes, and then gets bagged and
put into a closet. The more suitable
time for processing mail may now
be right after the kids go down. Set
yourself up for success by simplifying the process with places for
the recycling, shredding, bills and
other action items. Creating a daily
routine keeps it manageable and is
easier to remember than one less
frequent.
If you stop to review a stressor
in your life, chances are Kairos
may be key to reducing that stress.
For me, now is the suitable and appropriate time for the next load of
laundry.
Contact Organized by Choice at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559871-3314 or email info@organized bychoice.com. You can visit www.
organizedbychoice.com when you go
online.

GENWHY cont. from P. 16
that division and don’t know anything about the process or requirements. But, hey, you’re a manager
and can clearly be trusted to look at
equipment and documents that you
don’t use and have never seen and
make a determination as to whether
or not they are important. What
could go wrong?
In your current quest to be as
incompetent and ineffectual as possible, you get rid of a DVD player,
because everything is digital now.
You empty out a file cabinet and
shred the papers inside because the
company should be paperless. Then
you get rid of a bookcase and
everything on it because it all
looked outdated and you don’t recall seeing anyone use it in the six
months you’ve worked here. Among
the items discarded from the bookshelf is a binder full of caregiver
badges. Obviously, there’s no possible reason badges could be carefully alphabetized and stored in
plastic sleeves in a three-ring
binder, so you shred all of the
badges as well. See, this is the kind
of carelessness to which I am referring.
I know what you’re thinking.
You think I’ve exaggerated this for
effect, or perhaps made it up entirely.
Oh, if only.
An actual manager at my home
office decided to move our entire
training setup from the giant, double conference room into a small,
single room on the opposite side of
Please see GENWHY on P. 18

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website
and get fully downloadable back issues
of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

5/22

Timing is Everything

ing machine inform me it’s finished with its load. The suitable
time for me to put it into the dryer
is now. If I don’t, the next three
loads won’t get done today. Of
course, that wouldn’t be the end of
the world, but today I’m home and
putting it off means cramming
laundry into a busier day. So, I’m
getting up, starting another load
and rewarding myself with a cup of
coffee-flavored creamer.
Besides not wanting to get up
off a chair, what’s keeping us from
using Kairos and what can we do to
enhance our usage? Let’s look at
three common scenarios.
We simply fail to stop and
schedule things for the suitable or
appropriate time. For the first few
years of my business, I scheduled
clients Monday through Saturday,
as needed. However, I failed to
schedule specific office time for
writing my article, doing my
QuickB ooks, etc. I wasn’t always
booked solid, but not having
scheduled time for office work
meant it was often pushed aside.
Many people are working from
home these days and without the
structure of an office environment,
it can be easy to push aside work
or home tasks. Setting a schedule
for each is key to getting things
done.
We’re not realistic about the
time tasks will require. This means
putting it off either because it
seems overwhelming or because we
think we’ll be able to zip through
and get it done. It’s important to
have an appropriate estimation of
the amount of time it will take and

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
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pany is not actually paperless.
Oh, did I mention the sheets?
She pulled the sheets off our
the building. The double conference
room is much more impressive for training bed and disposed of them
meetings and job fairs, which occur because she didn’t think it was immaybe 10 times a year. The fact portant for a bed that only a trainmannequin
lies
on.
that caregiver orientation and train- ing
ing happens every single week did- Unfortunately, our caregivers lie on
n’t factor into her thought process. it practicing transfer techniques, so
She didn’t reach out to anyone. we had to buy new sheets.
In addition to costing us time
The regular trainer was off and I work
from home and apparently using the and resources, and irritating me to
no end, she cost
phone was clearly
the company acout of the question, so she powI suppose it’s easier to tual money. Any
ered through and ask forgiveness than permis- a c k n o w l e d g m e n t
of the mess? No.
caused an enorsion, but the problem is, she “Whoopsie. I was
mous mess that
just trying to
has fallen to me hasn’t asked for either.
help.” Worst of
and my training
all she hasn’t
partner to clean
up. We absolutely still use DVDs as seen any consequences of her leadpart of our training, so we had to buy ership because she’s part of a difa new DVD player because she gave ferent cost center. It’s our cost
away ours. We had to reprint all the center that has absorbed the
forms and documents because our cleanup expenses and labor. I supcompany is not, in fact, paperless. We pose it’s easier to ask forgiveness
had to pull two other people off their than permission, but the problem is,
regular duties to help us identify and she hasn’t asked for either.
So, if you happened to be sitreissue the badges she shredded. It
costs the company money each time ting there, having a nice cup of cofwe order a badge, and she shredded fee and wondering how work was
over a hundred and fifty. We lost a going for ol’ Eryn B. Nyre, now
half a year’s worth of tests and sur- you know.
I need a vacation.
veys because, once again, our com-

By Sarah Morgan
To celebrate our member Emily Waldren graduating high school, we had the
chance to put together an interview of her
time in 4-H. Here are Emily’s responses.
What year did you begin 4-H? I
started 4-H in 2015 as a 6th grader. It has
been a huge part of my life for about seven
years.
What is your current role in 4-H? I
am currently the Sierra Shadows 4-H President.
What projects have you done? What
is your favorite project? I have been involved in Community Pride, Rabbits,
Dogs, Joshua’s Ways, Baking and Floral.
My favorite project by far has been
Joshua’s Ways. This project has allowed
for me to continue doing what I love

CANNABIS cont. from P. 2
We need to ensure everyone can access medicinal cannabis if they need it; SB 1186
will restore this access across the state.”
The California Cannabis Industry Association is sponsoring SB 1186, and California NORML is supporting the
legislation.
Under current California law — which
arguably allows cities to ban any and all
cannabis sales — 62% of cities have
banned all cannabis sales, including medical cannabis sales. As a result, residents of
those cities, including people living with
HIV, cancer, arthritis, insomnia, and other
conditions, frequently have no option other
than to buy on the illicit market. California’s thriving and growing illicit cannabis
market both undermines the legal, regulated
market and risks people obtaining contaminated cannabis.
To address this significant medical access problem, SB 1186 requires cities to
allow medical cannabis access. Cities must
– as a minimum – authorize medical
cannabis delivery.
To be clear, SB 1186 does not in any
way change cities’ ability to limit or ban
sales of adult use of cannabis. Prop 64,
passed by the voters in 2016, grants cities
that local control. But Prop 64 did not speak
to medical cannabis — which the voters legalized in 1996 via Prop 215 — and the
Legislature’s decision to grant cities that

through helping my community members ago, I saw myself having a life that was
and fellow 4-H members feel more com- somewhat like the life I have now, but 4-H
fortable in the club during their first few has made it better than what I thought it
would be like. At the beginning of my time
years.
Has 4-H affected what you want to do in 4-H I would never have imagined being
in your life? If so, in what way? 4-H has on the office team in any way because of I
wasn’t very
definitely
confident in
helped
to
my
public
shape what I
speaking
want to do
skills, espewith my life
cially in front
in the future.
of a large
It has helped
group of peome to find my
ple. Now, I’m
passion for
the one leadhelping peoing all the
ple and seeing
meetings and
others grow
doing most of
through projthe talking
ects or tasks.
during meetIn the future, I
plan to work
Current Sierra Shadows 4-H President, and soon to be ings as the
President of
in the medical high school graduate, Emily Waldren.
the club.
field with a
What has the Sierra Shadows 4-H
specialty in Sports Medicine. I enjoy helping people succeed and achieve their goals family meant to you? The Sierra Shadows
for their lives.
4-H family has definitely become like a
10 years ago, did you see yourself second family to me. It’s an incredible
doing what you are doing now? 10 years community that pushes people to grow in

local control was not required by any voter
measure. Indeed, the Legislature’s grant of
power to cities to ban medical cannabis undermined the voters’ intent in passing Prop
215. Prop 215’s core goal was to create
legal access to cannabis as medicine.
California was the first state in the
country to allow medical use of cannabis
with the 1996 approval of Proposition 215.
This voter initiative, driven largely by caretakers and activists seeking palliative therapies for AIDS and cancer patients, led to a
cascade of state medical cannabis legalization efforts nationwide, as well as recognition that cannabis is essential medicine.
SB 1186 prioritizes patient health by
allowing patients to access licensed stores
or licensed deliveries in their area and by
prohibiting jurisdictions from enacting unreasonable restrictions on these businesses
that have the effect of prohibiting retail
sale by delivery. Under SB 1186, local jurisdictions retain all of their local control
over adult-use (non-medicinal) cannabis
businesses. This bill simply prevents jurisdictions from prohibiting medicinal
cannabis delivery and therefore preventing
patients from accessing the medicine they
need.
By doing so, SB 1186 respects the voters’ intent and ensures that Californians
throughout the state have timely and convenient access to safe, effective, and affordable medicinal cannabis and cannabis
products.
their passions and desires for their lives. I
have always felt supported during my time
in the club and there have always been people who I could go to when I needed help.
What would you say to high school
students thinking about joining 4-H? 4-H
is an incredible opportunity for any age. It
allows for you to get your foot in the door
of a career field you may want in the future as well as explore your passions
through the variety of projects that are
available.
What would you say to young members looking to get involved in 4-H? 4-H is
a great way to spend time finding passions
and gain responsibility through the many
projects that are offered. From livestock to
floral, and community service to arts &
crafts, there are a variety of projects that
will intrigue the age ranges that come
through Sierra Shadows and 4-H itself. 4H is also a great way to lead into FFA if
that is the wish of the member.
Is there anything else you would like
to add? 4-H has become a part of my life
that is always going to be important to me.
Sierra Shadows, and the people who are involved in the club, especially hold a special place in my heart.

Click on “Local News” at
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Senior Report

HICAP Visits Seniors on Medicare; CERT Coming for Emergencies
Webb, HICAP Program Manager,
and Dinora Mendoza, Community
Want to know more about your Outreach Coordinator and Counhealthcare program and Medicare selor.
The program highlighted what
benefits? HICAP is the answer.
services HICAP
HICAP, or
provided to the
the Health Incommunity and
surance Councovered
the
seling
and
basic parts of
Advocacy Proo r i g i n a l
gram, is a free
service
that
Medicare
and
provides
reMedicare
Adsources and invantage.
f o r m a t i o n
These repreJennifer Webb, HICAP Program Mana b o u t t h e b e n e - ager (left) and Dinora Mendoza, Community s e n t a t i v e s k n o w
fits
a v a i l a b l e Outreach Coordinator and Counselor, talk t h e i r “ s t u f f . ”
t h r o u g h with members at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
As well as
M e d i c a r e a n d Center about Medicare benefits.
providing
free
health insurance
other
healthcare programs. Ranchos/Hills counseling, they are advocates to
Senior Center welcomed two rep- help seniors or any Medicare benresentatives from HICAP on May eficiary find the best healthcare
10. The presenters were Jennifer plan to meet their individual

needs. Everyone at the presenta- chos/Hills Senior Center. The
tion learned something new and Monthly Sale includes items in
most people in attendance have the Treasure House, Bake Sale,
b e e n r e c e i v i n g M e d i c a r e f o r Boutique and plants in our Garden
Shop.
years.
We
welThe
councome
back
selor
recomJ u a n i t a
mended
that
Williams, comyour Medicare
mittee head of
plan should be
the
monthly
reviewed every
Bake Sale. She
year
during
is asking our
open
enrollmembers to doment, because
baked
the plans and
The Seniors had a full house as Ran- n a t e
b e n e f i t s c h a n g e chos/Hills Senior Center members learned g o o d s o n F r i e v e r y y e a r . I f more about details regarding Medicare ben- d a y , J u n e 3 b e the
y o u h a v e q u e s - efits and the many different options available f o r e
Monthly
Sale
t i o n s a b o u t t h i s to them.
on
Saturday,
free service provided by HICAP, contact them at June 4. If you have any questions,
you can call the Senior Center at
559-224-9117.
On June 4 from 8 a.m. to noon
is the Monthly Sale at the RanPlease see SENIORS on P. 23
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B y M e l a n i e Wi l l i a m s

Click on “Local News” at

www.The Ranchos.com

This artricle originally appeared in the
May 2019 issue of the Ranchos Independent.

auto • home • co mmercial • workers comp

CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com
25-Year Ranchos resident • 30+ years experience
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great
• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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May 30, Memorial Day, is much
more than a time for backyard fun and
shopping. It is set aside as a national holiday to honor American military heroes
who sacrificed their lives serving the
country. In the midst of our current political turmoil and open anti-Americanism, it
would be good to pause and reflect on the
sacrifices made to keep our country free
and to dedicate ourselves to keeping it that
way.
June 6, without fanfare or holiday status, will mark the anniversary of the momentous 1944 D-Day invasion of
Normandy that spelled the beginning of
the end of World War II in Europe. May
we pause again to remember the catastrophic loss of life, exceptional heroism
and historic significance of that day and
the subsequent battles that raged across
Europe to secure the 1945 Allied victory.
Both days are tailor made for brushing up on our history and imparting
knowledge and wisdom to others, especially younger folks, whose American history curricula may have been minimal or
of the downright “hate-America” variety.
On D-Day, according to Army.mil:
“More than 160,000 Allied troops landed
along a … heavily fortified French coastline, to fight Nazi [Socialist] Germany on
the beaches of Normandy, France. Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower called the operation a crusade in which, ‘… we will accept
nothing less than full victory.’ More than
5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft supported
the invasion and by day’s end, the Allies
gained a foothold in Continental Europe.
The cost in lives on D-Day was high.
More than 9,000 Allied soldiers were
killed or wounded, but their sacrifice allowed more than 100,000 soldiers to begin
the slow, hard slog across Europe, to defeat Adolf Hitler’s crack troops.”
President Ronald Reagan’s 1984
speech commemorating D-Day’s 40th anniversary, given at the U. S. Ranger Monument at Pointe du Hoc, France, is
unforgettable. His voice cracked with
emotion as American veterans who had
stormed the beaches and climbed the Normandy cliffs that long-ago day as young
men, now in their 60s, listened and dabbed
at their eyes. Part of the speech is quoted
below, but nothing compares to actually
seeing and hearing it. You can find the

call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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By Betty Van Valkenburg
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Remembering Our History
on Memorial Day and D-Day

video on YouTube and the full text at ReaganFoundation.org. You’ll hear sentiments that are conspicuously missing from
most modern speeches: Unabashed patriotism, love of liberty and acknowledgement of God, faith and prayer.
Excerpts from President Reagan’s
speech at Pointe du Hoc, France:
“We're here to mark that day in history when the Allied armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. For
four long years, much of Europe had been
under a terrible shadow. Free nations had
fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, millions cried out for liberation. Europe was
enslaved and the world prayed for its rescue. Here in Normandy the rescue began.
Here the Allies stood and fought against
tyranny in a giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.
“We stand on a lonely, windswept
point on the northern shore of France ...
At dawn, on the morning of the 6th of
June, 1944, 225 Rangers jumped off the
British landing craft and ran to the bottom
of these cliffs. Their mission was one of
the most difficult and daring of the invasion: To climb these sheer and desolate
cliffs and take out the enemy guns …
“The Rangers looked up and saw the
enemy soldiers – the edge of the cliffs
shooting down at them with machineguns
and throwing grenades. And the American
Rangers began to climb ... They climbed,
shot back, and held their footing. Soon,
one by one, the Rangers pulled themselves
over the top, and in seizing the firm land at
the top of these cliffs, they began to seize
back the continent of Europe. Two hundred and twenty-five came here. After two
days of fighting, only 90 could still bear
arms.
“The men of Normandy had faith that
what they were doing was right … It was
the deep knowledge – and pray God we
have not lost it – that there is a profound,
moral difference between the use of force
for liberation and the use of force for conquest. You were here to liberate, not to
conquer, and so you and those others did
not doubt your cause.
“You all knew that some things are
worth dying for. One's country is worth
dying for, and democracy is worth dying
for, because it's the most deeply honorable
form of government ever devised by man
…
“Here, in this place … let us make a
vow to our dead. Let us show them by our
actions that we understand what they died
for …
“Strengthened by their courage … let
us continue to stand for the ideals for
which they lived and died.”
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www.chadstrucking.com

CA #441782

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-479-4113

ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

Lic. #1042108

Lic. #899496

• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

HAIRCUTS

General & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

$14

559-645-1578

559-301-1613

call Jose Lopez

559-779-0401

LIC. #837274

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

439-2004
37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

674-1663
same day service

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

559-271-6302
NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

SEMCU
“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

call 559-242-6352
559-454-8060

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service
(not a licensed contractor)

s
Rancheont
Resid

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357

“Service you can trust,
prices you can afford.”

SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

645-5324

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

The ONLY
locally owned
propane company
in the Ranchos

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

559-645-5363
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

Get Involved!

Madera Ranchos

660-5262
36754 AVE. 12 • Madera Ranchos

E
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• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints
Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

“We’ve got your back”

559-481-6875

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

We’re
Accepting
NEW Patients
“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”
Arts & Crafts Studioo • Bisqque • Wood Iteems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

822-4500

CA LIC. #934774

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849
www.bedrockeng.com

Sales & Leasing

Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

J.H. Sanders

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JOSH BAILEY
Today!
(559) 645-0634
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Real Estate

Kiwanis Korner

Kiwanis Moves Forward with Events
By Sally Rowden

5/22

“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate
dreams a reality.”

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

APRIL 2022

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?
Call or contact us.

Median Listing Price
$510K

WE GOT YOU!

Median Days on Market
7
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Median Sold Price
$515K
Median Price/SF Sold
$263
Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

Maurice Gonzales

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132

maurice@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 01390928

559.288.1904

Let’s begin by looking at the Honorary
Mayor Campaign hosted by the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce, which came to a close
on May 4. Congratulations to Alec Konkle for
winning the race and monetarily supporting the
Liberty High School marching band. A high
five goes out to the other three candidates: Verlaine Elinburg, representing SEMCU; Sally
Rowden, representing the Kiwanis Club of the
Madera Ranchos; and Bill Whyman representing the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. All were successful in gaining funds
for their charities.
At our meeting on May 12, our guest
speaker was Andy Wheeler. Andy is running
for Madera County Supervisor – District 1. He
shared his background, his current involvement
and future hopes for District 1. As stated in last
month’s article, the Kiwanis Club does not endorse or provide funds for any candidates running for public office. We do provide
opportunities for all candidates to be heard.
Thank you, Andy, for taking our questions and
sharing your insight.
Another huge congratulations goes out to
our current Kiwanis President, Mona Diaz. She
announced she will be the 2023-2024 lieutenant governor for Kiwanis Division 5. Mona
will continue to be our local president along

SENIORS cont. from P. 20
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CALL US!

www.The Ranchos.com
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Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

559-645-4864.
Jo Chase welcomes any volunteers to help set up and prepare the
Treasure House on Wednesday,
June 1 from 8 to 10 a.m. and Friday, June 3 from 8 a.m. to noon.
The Card Games group is
growing every month. Come and
enjoy games, cards or puzzles
every Thursday in June at 12:15
p.m. The regular players would
love to have new people come and
learn to play their favorite games.
On June 14, after the General
Meeting at 1:30 p.m., the Community Emergency Response Team,
or CERT, will be giving a presentation about disaster preparedness
and tips on what to pack in a “Go
Bag” in case of an evacuation.
The Birthday and Anniversary
Luncheon is at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Fresno on June 18 at
11:15 a.m.
Brown Bag Day is June 22 from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. You can still sign

with governing Kiwanis clubs throughout
Fresno and Madera Counties.
Several of our event activities are in
progress during the month of May and early
June. Our Liberty High School Scholarships
for Graduating Seniors exhibiting exceptional
caliber were presented May 16. The Kiwanis
of Madera Ranchos hosted a GVUSD Staff
Luncheon to thank them for their commitment
in making our district successful on May 20.
The Kiwanis Flatlander’s Day Food Booth and
Parade Float were both exciting community
activities that happened May 21. The Character Counts Bicycle Giveaway honoring students at the elementary level who display the
Six Pillars of Character concludes in early June
and the Ranchos Middle School Hope for
America Awards recognizing middle school
students demonstrating academic accomplishments, leadership and good character will be
awarded June 1. Each of these event activities
outcomes will be fully covered in next month’s
Ranchos Independent.
In reading our Kiwanis Magazine for
April/May 2022 an interesting fact surprised
me that I would like to share with you… “Children who are read to for at least 20 minutes a
day are exposed to almost 2 million words per
year.”
www.RanchosKiwanis.com

up with the Madera Food Bank and
pick up your Brown Bag at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.
Coffee, Crafts and Conversation is on June 23 at 9:30 a.m. If
anyone has a crafting project they
would like to share with friends at
the Senior Center, please contact
us at 559-645-4864. We are encouraging willing volunteers to
come and help plan future events
on June 23 at 10 a.m. Everyone is
welcome to come to the meeting.
The Senior Center would like volunteers to help plan a future car
show, Bunco Party and raffle for
the summer event calendar. Hot
coffee and snacks will be provided.
Remember to vote on Tuesday,
June 7, Election Day.
Happy Father’s Day from the
members of the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center.
T h o u g h t f o r J u n e : “ D a d s a re
m o s t o rd i n a r y m e n t u r n e d b y l o v e
i n t o h e ro e s , a d v e n t u re r s , s t o r y tellers and singers of song.” - Unknown
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers

1. Parasite
2. 1869
3. Philippines
4. Spain
5. Benny Goodman
6. 19th
7. Sam Rayburn (17 years)
8. Frank Capra
9. 52
10. Rubble

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. SCIENCE: What is an organism that
depends entirely upon another organism
for its existence?
2. HISTORY: When did the Suez Canal
open?
3. GEOGRAPHY: What nation's second
largest island is called Mindanao?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where
was sherry invented?
5. MUSIC: Who was known as "the king
of swing"?
6. DISCOVERIES: In what century was
the ancient city of Troy rediscovered by
archaeologists?
7. GOVERNMENT: Who was the longestserving U.S. House Speaker?
8. MOVIES: Who directed the movie "It
Happened One Night"?
9. ARCHITECTURE: How many
churches did Christopher Wren design for
London after the Great Fire of 1666?
10. TELEVISION: On "The Flintstones,"
what is Bam-Bam's last name?

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com
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Classified
Carpet Cleaning

Call 559-970-4476.

Recyclables Pick Up

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Upholstery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

For Sale
For sale -- Cemetery plots. Two
plots at St. Peter’s “Sacred
Heart” section. No opening or
closing included. Side by side location. $4,500 each plot. Call
559-312-0891 and please leave
message.

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of
all recyclable materials including newspaper, shredded paper,
containers, plastic, glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call
Diana at 999-6832.
Funds support Ranchos
community organizations.

Housecleaning

Tractor/Trenching Services

Over 40 yars of experience - References available - Lupe’s House
Cleaning, regular, general cleaning,
residential, move-ins/move-outs,
windows, construction clean up
too. L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o . c o m .
559-916-1528 or 650-771-2915

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”

Specia
AUTO A lizing in
CCIDEN
TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!
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36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed. Lic.
#719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. C o b w e b r e moval too. Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates.

To Advertise

CALL 645-0634
SUDOKU

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the diagram by following the arithmetic
signs in the order they are given
(that is, from left to right and top
to bottom). Use only the numbers below the diagram to complete its blank squares and use
each of the nine numbers only
once.

©2022 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
• "White noise" is named such because, just as the color white is a mixture
of many different shades at different ratios, it's a combination of all sound frequencies at once.
• Some of the first soccer balls were
made of clothing filled with rubble.
• young Bangladeshi woman with
two uteruses gave birth to twins less than
a month after having a son.
• "Jazz on bones" or "Ribs" were
bootleg vinyl recordings made from old
X-rays with holes burned in the middle
from cigarettes, used in the '50s and '60s
to smuggle banned music into the Soviet
Union.
• A vending machine offering live
crabs debuted in 2010 in Nanjing, China,
with sales of around 200 per day and a
promised refund of three live crabs for
any dead one dispensed.
• While enough was known about
Halley's Comet in 1910 to predict its arrival, rumors about its dangers were so
extensive that some people bought comet
umbrellas and anti-comet pills in an attempt to protect themselves from it.
• Between 2006 and 2007, Poland's
prime minister and president were identical twin brothers, making them the first
siblings in history to hold those titles simultaneously.
• Ever wonder why sneezes frequently occur in threes? The first loosens
the irritant. The second propels it to the
front of your nose, and the third expels it.
Problem solved!
• Cats, dogs and even insects can all
experience insomnia.
• Stephen King, who has made a career out of scaring his readers, is scared
of the number 13: While reading, he
won't pause on a page with that number
or a page whose number adds up to 13.
• Thought for the Day: "Sometimes
the steepest, most challenging and most
rewarding paths in life are not meant to
be walked, but crawled." -- Toni Sorenson
© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You Ewes and Rams will find your ideas cheered by a mostly
receptive flock. Those few dissenters could well be turned around by your charm and powers of
persuasion.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It's time for the bold and beautiful Bovine to shake off the dust of
the past and shape up with new ideas for the future. This could surprise some folks, but they'll soon
adjust.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Those nagging new doubts about an upcoming decision should alert
you to step back so you can reassess its potential impact from a new perspective.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) That unpleasant situation you hoped would go away by itself needs
immediate attention before it affects an upcoming decision. Expect your supporters to rally around
your cause.

ADS
LOGOS
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645-0634

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You're moving up and away from that recent setback. But remain cautious
about finances. An exercise in thrift today helps cushion a possible end-of-the-month money
squeeze.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You're still dealing with overtones of pessimism that cause
you to doubt your ability to make some needed changes. But the negative pressures will ease up by
week's end.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) There could be some fallout from the way you handled a
recent family problem. But those who know that you were in the right won't hesitate to step in on
your behalf.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Financial strains ease by week's end. Meanwhile, focus
on cultivating that new relationship if you hope to have it blossom into something more meaningful.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Health matters once again dominate the week. Be
careful not to ignore recurrences of an old problem. An almost-forgotten commitment resurfaces.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The emergence of an unusual selfish streak could
dismay those close to you. Defy it -- don't justify it -- so you can become your gracious self again.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Reassess your decision to stay with the status quo. It
might seem like the sensible thing to do right now, but changes around you could make that choice
a risky one.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Move decisively but cautiously when dealing with a delicate
personal matter. The fewer mistakes you make now, the less likely it is that the problem will recur
later on.

Born this Week

You can find beauty where many cannot. And
you enjoy sharing your discovery with others.
© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Anyone with Domestic Well
or Water Quality Problems

If you are experiencing domestic well or water
quality problems, contact “Self-Help
Enterprises.” Qualified people may have a
water tank installed or have bottled water
delivered. Call Drought Support at 559-8201685 or contact them at droughtsupport@
selfhelpenterprises.org.

U n t i l f u r t h e r n o ti c e , t h e
r e gu l a r SE M C U m ee t i n g s w i l l
t a k e p l a c e v i a t e l e c o n f e re n c e.
Our next meeting is Monday, June 20 at 6 p.m.

The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.

5/22

Pl e a s e l e t u s k n o w i f y o u h a ve a n y q u e st i o n s.

