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fully vaccinated people can
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door settings, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced on
Thursday, May 13, but California is holding out until June 15, according to Health
and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mark
Ghaly. In a broadcast press conference on
Friday, May 21, Ghaly said the year-long
COVID-19 restrictions for businesses will
be terminated and California will end its
tiered system of restrictions for counties,
lifting the capacity and distancing limits on
June 15.
Stating that on June 15, COVID-19 restrictions of the past are no longer needed
for the foreseeable future, Ghaly said that
Californians who have received the vaccine
will be able to finally remove their masks.
He advised to continue following the CDC
guidelines for social settings and stressed
that unvaccinated people should still wear
their masks. Travel guidelines are going to
be updated as well so that they mirror federal recommendations.
No “Vaccine Passport” ... Yet
Ghaly said that California is not requiring – but is strongly recommending –
that outdoor events for more than 10,000
people have some type of COVID-19 or
vaccination check and require masks for
those who fail either. For indoor events, the
state is limiting attendance to 5,000 attendees and the same type of COVID-19 or
vaccination check. There are no plans for a
state-wide type of “vaccine passport,” but
a “non-discriminatory and equitable” vaccine verification system for private entities
is being talked about with the state’s urging.
Dee Dee Myers, senior advisor to Gov.

Newsom and director of the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development – and former press secretary to
President Bill Clinton – said the next three
weeks will afford venues the ability to plan
for conventions, weddings, sporting and
cultural events. “We’re still in the middle
of that transition, and not sure what the next
normal is going to look like,” Myers said.
“We’ve gotten to that point and are excited
to move forward.”
CDC Nationwide
Nationwide, the new guidance says
fully vaccinated people – those two weeks
out from their second dose of the two-shot
vaccine, or people two weeks out from the
one-shot vaccine – don’t need to wear
masks indoors in places like offices,
schools, restaurants, gyms and bars. Masks
will still be required in crowded settings
like planes, public transportation, prisons
and homeless shelters, per the CDC guidance. The guidance also states that fully
vaccinated people no longer need to wear
masks outside, even in crowds. Unvaccinated people still need to adhere to the
masking and safety protocols recommended in public areas, the CDC said.
Herd Immunity
The reason for the change in the
CDC’s direction is “herd immunity.” Before a population can reach herd immunity,
an “inflection point” has to occur: The point
where there’s enough immunity, through
vaccination and previous infection, that
cases begin to decline consistently. Experts
suspect the United States hit an inflection
point in late April. That built up immunity
in the population that has the power to blunt
the spread of COVID-19 is “herd immunity.” Herd immunity prevents community

transmission of disease when about 70 percent of the population is immune, either
through vaccination or previous infection.
Cases may continue to steadily decline, especially as vaccination rates increase.
Clinical trials have showed that the
vaccines are effective at preventing
COVID-19, confirmed by real-word findings. Of the nearly 95 million Americans
who had been vaccinated as of April 26,
only approximately 6,700 symptomatic
breakthrough infections occurred in that
time. Currently, 35.8 percent of all Americans are fully vaccinated and 46.4 percent
have received at least their first dose.
“The vaccines are a triumph of modern
medicine. They dramatically reduce the risk

2 Die in Ranchos Head-On, Avenue 15 at Road 37

By DJ Becker
A 77-year-old Madera man lost control
of his 2012 Toyota Camry for unknown

reasons while driving westbound
on Avenue 15 just east of Road
37, crossed into oncoming traffic,
sideswiped a large Dodge pickup
truck and then collided head on
with an eastbound 2018 Chevy
Malibu, killing a 25-year-old
woman from Madera, according
to the California Highway Patrol.
The collision happened in moderate traffic about 2:10 p.m. on May
5, in sunny and dry conditions.
Abraham Nassimian was
taken via ambulance to Community Regional Medical Center
where he later died of his injuries.
The other driver, Yohana Carrillo Gonzalez, 25, was pronounced dead at the scene.
Fire crews used extrication tools to reach
the victims. The driver of the eastbound

pickup truck, a 52-year-old man from
Reedly, was not injured. All parties were
wearing seat belts and none of the vehicles
had passengers, according to reports.
The force and impact of the collision
spun the three vehicles, blocked both lanes
and closed the area of busy Avenue 15 for
three to four hours as emergency crews
worked to investigate and clear the scene.
Officers said the collision was witnessed by several motorists who stopped to
help and factors such as distracted driving
and or a medical condition with Nassimian
remain under investigation. Toxicology reports are pending.
Locals have often expressed their concerns to county authorities about increasing
heavy and fast traffic on Avenue 15, and
say they are always on the lookout for motorists speeding or passing unsafely.

of getting COVID,” said Dr. Lucy
McBride, a practicing internal medicine
physician in Washington, D.C., also noting
that the vaccines cut people’s ability to
transmit the infection, making post-vaccination transmission very unlikely.
“Even if vaccinated people do carry
tiny bits of virus in their nose without
symptoms, it’s not likely to be in any significant amount to infect other people,”
McBride said. “Basically, once you have
been vaccinated, you are safe yourself, and
you are safe to be around other people.”
There are exceptions, but overall, the
odds of infection after vaccination are

Please see MASKS on P. 11

Madera County
Mask Clarification
The Madera County Department
of Public Health is receiving questions related to masking requirements
in Madera County. Face covering
guidance from the California Department of Public Health has NOT
changed. Masks are still required in
Madera County and throughout California. Per Governor Newsom, California will keep existing mask
guidance in place until June 15 when
he aims to fully reopen the economy.
After that, the state plans to allow
fully vaccinated Californians to go
without a mask in most indoor settings. You will still have the option to

Please see COUNTY on P. 4
Click on “Local News” at
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Dear Editor:
I just got you guys’ most recent edition in the mail and I want to thank you
guys for publishing 1984 on the front
page, because it feels like that's where
we're at.
Anyway, want to say good job guys.
Appreciate you spreading the word.
Thank you.
Sam Chaney
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Awhile back I decided to see how
our contract with the new disposal company was working out. We had been assured of better service and at a lower
cost. I discovered we were paying one of
the highest rates for refuse disposal in the
state.
I found it interesting that our contractor was one of few, if any, that didn't
offer senior citizen or low-income discounts. I notified Red Rock and my
County Supervisor. Shortly thereafter, I
received an application for a senior discount. The form noted there was no guarantee of acceptance, but my next bill had
a $7.50 senior discount. I assumed all
their customers were similarly notified.
After conferring with local friends recently, I found they had not. Perhaps you
might let Ranchos residents be aware of
this discount, especially with possible
upcoming rate increases due to SB1383.
Mandatory trash services are also being
considered (no more sharing a trash bin
with your neighbor). They must have
been searching long and hard for a way
to stop these freeloaders that generated
just a small amount of refuse (e.g., sin-

COUNTY cont. from P. 2
wear a mask if you choose.
For businesses:
Businesses in Madera County need
to continue to follow the California Department of Public Health guidance requiring the use of masks indoors and all
OSHA workplace practices which have
also not been amended. Madera County
recommends that businesses:
• Post signage stating masks are required.
• Make masks available to customers, if feasible.
• Remind customers of the mask
guidance but do not confront those who

gle residents).
And just another thought. Back in
2015, I think I remember a Grand Jury
finding that claimed our disposal company had overcharged their customers
about $1.2 million and ordered it paid
back. (I may be incorrect on this as it was
some time ago and now I'm old and feeble minded). Anybody aware of any paybacks? Just curious.
Don't forget the public hearing being
held to establish mandatory garbage and
organics collection services and a service rate (increase) approval.
June 1, 2021 @ 10 a.m.
County of Madera
200 W. 4th Street
Madera, CA 93637
Don Helms
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
In America, the concepts of government-run child welfare and foster care go
back nearly 100 years, to the creation of
the national Children’s Bureau in 1912.
Over decades, there was increasing public attention to the needs of children and
the role of foster care as a preference over
the then-common institutional care (“orphanages”) for abused, abandoned or neglected children.
But it was in 1988 that President
Ronald Reagan issued the first presidential proclamation that established May as
National Foster Care Month, a chance to
spread awareness of the needs of these
children and youth who usually enter foster care having dealt with major traumas.
In age, they range from newborns up to
age 21. Many have been abused and neg-

Please see LETTERS on P. 15

refuse to wear a mask.
For the public:
Continue to wear a mask in accordance with Madera County guidance and
avoid close contact with those not wearing a mask in an indoor setting where
masking is required to lower the risk of
transmission.
As a reminder, the best strategy for
moving beyond masking requirements
and other COVID-19 restrictions is to get
vaccinated. Vaccines are free and available to anyone 12 and older. More information about upcoming vaccination
locations can be found at www.maderacounty.com/covid19vaccine.
No appointment is necessary.

GO

HAWKS!
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Letters

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS
this season and all year long

Click on “Local News” at
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Guest Editorial

Content of Character? Nope ...
By Congressman Tom McClintock
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Racism is the practice of according
rights and privileges to an individual not
based on equality under the law, but rather
according to what race that person was
born. It is antithetical to every principle
our country was founded on, from the
promise of our Declaration of Independence that “all men are created equal,” to
the equal protection clause of our Constitution. It was a malignancy we fought a
Civil War to remove. For generations, it
has been denounced by every American of
good will for the evil that it is.
Yet, this dangerous social pathology
is now rampant in Washington. The House
Judiciary Committee recently adopted a
measure on a party line vote to establish a
commission with the avowed purpose of
enshrining racism into law under the guise
of slavery reparations. The biased composition of this commission is obvious.
There’s not a single Republican appointment. It is designed to reach into the dead
past, revive its most malevolent conflicts
and re-introduce them into our age.
It’s impossible to imagine a more divisive, polarizing or unjust measure than
one that would use government force to require people who never owned slaves to
pay reparations to people who never were
slaves – based not on anything they did but
solely because of what race they were
born.
History offers us an inexhaustible

“Before we reach the day when we
can reduce the debt
ceiling, we may -- in
spite of our best
efforts -- see a
national debt in
excess of a
trillion dollars.
Now, this is a
figure that's
literally
beyond our
comprehension.”

supply of grievances and injustices that are
powerful enough to stoke hatreds and resentments that can tear any society apart.
That is what this movement is all about. It
is evil in its effect if not in its intent.
Lincoln often pointed out that our
country was born into a world where slavery was an established institution. The
American Founders reviled it and placed
principles in our founding documents that
they were confident would ultimately
place that wicked institution upon the
course of ultimate extinction and would
lead to a republic where men and women
of every race and background could together enjoy the blessings of liberty. Equal
justice under law means a colorblind society where race simply becomes irrelevant
and until recently, we had made tremendous progress toward that vision as a nation.
Martin Luther King expressed the
gold standard of racial harmony: That we
should be judged by the content of our
character and not the color of our skin. It is
the equal protection of the law and the vision of colorblind society stretching from
the American Founders to Lincoln and
King that is now under attack by the racist
left.
Yes, there are racists in our society.
There are racists of all colors in every society; it is the baser side of human nature.
But no nation has struggled harder to transcend that nature and isolate and marginalize its racists than have Americans.
And yes, extremely damaging and
foolish policies have disproportionately
impacted black communities in recent
decades. Union-dominated schools that
have failed to educate children in inner
cities, welfare programs that destroyed
families and the withdrawal of police protection from crime plagued neighborhoods
are certainly among them. But these policies devastate every community where
they are practiced regardless of race. The
answer is to change those policies – not to
excuse them because they are ideologically pleasing to the left.
The racist left is content to ignore all
of these current ills. It instead attempts to
set neighbor against neighbor and American against American on the basis of their
race. They say this is healing. It is precisely the opposite. They know it. Indeed,
they count on it.
Americans of good will of every race
and creed have had enough of this. They

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 15
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call Mark Crawford • 559-225-1435

auto • home • co mmercial • workers comp

CrawfordInsuranceGroup@yahoo.com
25-Year Ranchos resident • 30+ years experience
Lic. #OE52033 & 0800722

Look Good and Feel Great
• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
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Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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I have a sort of love/hate relationship with the month of May.
It’s my birth month, so of course I
love it. Who doesn’t want another
reason to celebrate themselves?
Though, the older I get, the less
excited I am for it to come around
again. That’s the love part. The
hate part is that this month also
holds Mother’s Day. I don’t have
any particular problem with the
day itself, or celebrating mothers, ally threw it in the trash because
but when you’ve lost your mom it was inedible. As it turns out,
and you don’t have children of French Toast is made with eggs
your own then the day loses all its not melted butter. I told you I had
no idea what I was doing.
luster.
As an adult one of my favorite
I’ll be honest, my least favorite thing are the commercials. things to do for my mom was take
They come fast and hard and it’s her to the spa for massages and fajust Mother’s Day coming at you c i a l s . I t w a s a w a y t o s p o i l h e r
from all angles. If you love your a n d , l e t ’ s f a c e i t , I g o t a l i t t l e
mother, buy her this jewelry. If treat out of it too. I couldn’t do
you want to make your mom feel this often because she lived in
special, then take her to this New Mexico and I lived in California,
but
restaurant.
If
sometimes the
you want to be
would
nice to your
The lesson here is: Take stars
align. It was a
mother,
then
the time for the people you day of luxury
don’t forget the
fluffy
candy and flow- love today because you don’t w i t h
e r s . I t f i l l s m e know when you’ve run out of robes, mineral
with bittersweet tomorrows. Someday there baths, eating a
Mother’s
Day will be only memories, and decadent lunch
poolside
and
memories.
you can’t hug a memory.
basically just
One of the
pretending we
earliest memowere living the
ries I have of
doing something on my own for good life. As it turns out, it actumy mom on Mother’s Day was ally wasn’t pretend. Time with my
when I was probably around 11 mom … that was the good life.
For one year that I wasn’t able
years old or so. I decided I wanted
to make her breakfast in bed. I’d to be with her, I bought her a
seen it on TV and it didn’t look necklace with a silver pendant. I
t h a t d i f f i c u l t . S o , I g o t u p e a r l y had it engraved with her favorite
and took to the kitchen. I decided scripture. She wore it so often it
cereal or oatmeal wasn’t good may be permanently and irreenough for my mom, I was going versibly tarnished. After she
to make her French Toast. Here’s passed away it was one of the first
the thing: I had never made t h i n g s I r e t r i e v e d . I s l e p t w i t h i t
French Toast bef ore so I had ab- under my pillow for a while, just
solutely no idea what I was doing. t o h a v e a p a r t o f h e r w i t h m e . I
I put the French Toast on a tray k n o w i t ’ s p r o b a b l y s i l l y s i n c e i t
with orange juice, a banana, a lit- was something I bought her, but I
tle flower, and a handmade card. I know how much it meant to her so
woke her up and I can still re- now it’s become something even
member how sur prised she was. more special to me.
I think my favorite Mother’s
She had tears in her eyes as she
took a bite and gave me a big hug. Day memory was the year that I
I t w a s n ’ t u n t i l I w a s i n m y 3 0 s actually got to be the gift, thanks
t h a t I l e a r n e d t h e t e a r s w e r e b e - to my dad. My father decided to
cause it was the most disgusting
Please see GENWHY on P. 7
thing she’d ever tasted. She actu-
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Hugging Memories

www.chadstrucking.com

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •

CA #441782

TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363

BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

Click on “Local News” at
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While sorting papers with a client,
I came across an expired coupon. I was
tempted to toss it but, as is my practice,
I asked first. “Oh no,” she replied, “I’m
saving that as a template for a coupon I
want to make for my business.” I’ve
learned to never make assumptions because what is one man’s junk is another
man’s treasure.
Could a friend come into your
home and easily identify your “treasures?” Treasures are disguised as junk
when hidden in piles of clutter. They
don’t beg for our attentive action like
bills to pay or pets to feed. They sit
quietly collecting dust in the back of a
closet, catch-all room, garage or storage unit. Sometimes they encroach on
our living space covering the floor or
flat surfaces because we mean to do
something with them. We hope that

keeping them in our vision will inspire thing that’s kept needs a home. Decide
action, but when the next thing lands, where you will use, display or store
we’ve lost sight of the treasure and the your nostalgic items.
2. Is it something you need?
inspiration. When treasures convert to
triggers causing stress and anxiety, it’s Clients often say, “Now that I know
where it is, I’ll use it!” Think realistitime for some attentive action.
As you sort through your “trea- cally about how it landed there. If it
sures” it’s unlikely you’ll identify any wasn’t searched for, it probably wasof it as junk. Most likely, it isn’t. Many n’t needed. If you’re convinced you’ll
belongings are donatable and truly do use it, place it in a box with a date six
become someone else’s treasure. There months from now. Put a reminder on
is great value in passing along things your calendar or phone to donate the
contents of the
that others can’t
box at that time.
afford to buy new.
Create a permaBut, if everyUnless you’re savvy selling nent home for
thing’s precious,
then
nothing’s online, your treasures may be anything you take
precious,
so costing you more to keep than to out and use. After
choices must be let go of ... even extra things in six months, domade. Make sure your home are costing you space. nate the rest.
3. Does it add
you’re rested, fed
Your catch-all room could be value to your curand have ample
rent lifestyle and
mental energy be- your new craft room.
interests? When I
fore starting the
ask clients about
process of sorting.
their priorities I often hear, “I’d like to
Questions to ask
(insert hobby/activity), but I don’t
when distinguishing your treasure
have the space for it.” Give yourself
from, well, everything else.
1. Is it sentimental or nostalgic? permission to move on and let go of
The definition of sentimental includes former passions and interests to make
things that prompt feelings of sadness. space for your current ones. Just beNostalgia on the other hand includes a cause I collected cows and did folk art
“wistful affection for the past, typically painting in my 30s, doesn’t mean I
for a period or place with happy per- have to consider them treasures in my
sonal associations.” Choose items that 60s.
4. Can I make money if I hang
promote good memories. That doesn’t
mean it won’t be sad at times but let go
Please see CLEAN on P. 18
of things that stir bad feelings. Every5/21

One Man’s Junk
is Another Man’s Treasure
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fly me out to New Mexico as a surprise for my mom. The day I arrived he told her that he had to run
some errands, but of course he was
actually picking me up from the airport. When we got home, he went
inside and told her that he picked
her up a present at Home Depot and
to help him bring it in. I was hiding
behind the truck recording the
whole thing on my cell phone. She
came out and found me. I was able
to capture her entire reaction; she
practically mowed me down she
was so excited to see me. I watch
that video often.
My mom and I were extremely
close; she was my best friend. As I
think about all the wonderful
Mother’s Day memories we shared,
I can’t help but think about the
times I didn’t do enough for her.
The times I took it for granted that
she would be there. We often assume there is always tomorrow, that
there is always more time. I know
firsthand now that this is simply
not the case. My mother and I were
planning a family vacation to
Mount Rushmore the night before
she passed away.
The lesson here is: Take the
time for the people you love today
because you don’t know when
you’ve run out of tomorrows.
Someday there will be only memories, and you can’t hug a memory.

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed
• Septic Systems Installed •
Concrete Work
• Driveways •
Trenching

Call Sonny at

LOCAL dog waste removal service • Weekly, every
other week and one time services • Residential and
commercial properties • Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and at www.ThePoopFairies.com

S.G.E.
Lic. #719500

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

559-268-6650
call Juan and Maria at
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www.The Ranchos.com

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

Lic.#414178

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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Dating Yourself
E d i t o r ’s N o t e : Wi t h t h e
passing of Aunt Jean, I
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and I hope you enjoy them
all over again.
Recently while “web surfing” I
came across a website with all the
fruits and vegetables that are in the
Bible. Of course we all know about
the apple that started all the trouble,
the grapes that were turned into
wine, the olive oil and many others,
but the one on the list that surprised
me the most was the cucumber. If I
had read that passage previously, I
hadn’t thought much about it at the
time, but now it seems strange that
they were in bible times.
Two of the fruits on the list that
we still have today are the fig and
dates. They aren’t as popular as
most other fruit – you either like
them or you don’t; no in-between.
My Aunt Alma (my mom’s only living sister – she’s 93 years old and
still able to send me a three to five
page typed – yes typed on an old
typewriter – letter every month)
loves figs. In fact, when she moved
in with her daughter and son in law,
she had a fig tree planted in their
back yard.
I’m not that fond of figs, but I
do like dates. A few years ago I discovered Randy likes dates also so I
decided to do some research on the
date.
A Little History
Since before the existence of
Man, over 50,000 years ago, date
palms and other fruit have been instrumental
to
humans.
The
Mesopotamians recognized the
tree’s versatility and value; its
sweet fruit became an essential part
of their diets and the palm offered
“three hundred and sixty” uses, including needles, thread, lumber,
mattresses, rope, baskets and other
household items, as well as food and
beverage. According to Purdue University there are approximately
1,500 varieties of dates.
The majority of dates grown
today are in Egypt, Iran and Saudi

by Jean Briner
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Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

(May 2011)

559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)
Tue-Sat 12-6 • Sun-Mon Appointment Only

Arabia. In the United States, California leads the nation in date production with its 5,100 acres, mostly
in the Inland Empire, the southeastern counties of San Bernardino,
Riverside and Imperial. These produce 18,900 tons for a value of just
under $29 million. According to
2008 figures, dates rank 43rd in
California exports, right below apricots and grapefruit and above olives
and sweet potatoes.
Growing up, when we were
going to have company - especially
during the holidays - mama would
always put a tray of “goodies” out.
It would usually include toasted almonds (almonds put in boiling
water just for a minute so the husks
could be removed, then the almonds
fried in a little oil until brown and
put out on paper towels and sprinkled with salt); sugared walnuts
(walnut pieces dipped in a pan of
boiling sugar and milk then drained
and put out on waxed paper to dry);
and stuffed dates (a pitted date with
a piece of walnut in it, then the date
rolled in either sugar or coconut that
had been chopped).
Date Nut Bread
Grease a bread loaf pan and preheat oven to 325
1 C Chopped Dates
1 tsp Baking Soda
½ tsp Salt
1 C Boiling Water
Mix together in bowl and set
aside to cool.
1 C Brown Sugar
1 Egg Beaten
1 T Shortening
2 C Flour
1 tsp. Vanilla
1 C Chopped Nuts
In large mixing bowl cream together the brown sugar, egg and
shortening. Add flour and vanilla.
Mix in date and water mixture and
fold in nuts.
Pour into greased loaf pan and
bake in 325 oven for 1 hour.
Can be sliced thin and made into
sandwiches with softened cream

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
5/21

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.
645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
5/21

Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

www.theranchos.com
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
Click on “Local News” at
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8
cheese.
Betsy Ross Date Pinwheels
1 C Chopped Dates
½ C Sugar
½ C Water
½ C Chopped Nuts
½ C Shortening
1 C Brown Sugar
1 tsp Vanilla
1 Egg Beaten
2 C Flour
½ tsp Salt
¼ tsp Baking Soda
Cook together the dates, sugar
and water until thick. Stir occasionally to keep from sticking. Add nuts
and set aside to cool.
In large mixing bowl, cream the
shortening, brown sugar, vanilla and egg.
Sift together the flour, salt and bak-

stand in Thermal that makes the best.
ing soda, add to creamed mixture.
This will make a stiff dough. They are a true California specialty
Turn out on board and divide in half. but can be made at home.
Date Shake
Roll each half into an oblong 1/8”
½ C Pitted Dates
thick. Spread each oblong with half
1 C Non Fat Milk
of the cooled date mixture. Roll each
3 C Vanilla Ice Cream or frozen
like a jelly roll and wrap in waxed
vanilla yogurt
paper. RefrigerCombine the
ate until cool.
dates
and milk in
When ready to
They aren’t as popular as
a blender and
bake, slice in ¼”
most other fruit – you either blend. Add the ice
slices. Bake on
greased
cookie like them or you don’t; no in- cream and blend
sheet at 350 for between.
until
smooth.
Pour into glasses
10 to 12 minutes.
and enjoy!
Allow to stand a
Makes about four servings.
minute or two before removing from
This recipe comes from my Aunt
cookie sheet.
In one of the articles I read, there Alma – I spoke of her earlier in this
are several places in the Inland Em- article. She says they make nice
pire of Southern California that make Christmas Cookies.
Date Balls
Date Shakes, however there is a fruit

Preheat oven to 300
1 ¼ C Sifted Flour
¼ tsp Salt
½ C Butter
1/3 C Powdered Sugar
1 Tbs. Milk
1tsp Vanilla
2/3 C Chopped dates
½ C Chopped Nuts
Sift flour again with salt. In
mixing bowl cream butter, gradually adding powdered sugar. Add
m i l k a n d v a n i l l a , t h e n s t i r i n f l o ur
mixture. Blend in nuts and dates.
Roll mixture into 1-inch balls.
Place on ungreased baking sheet.
Bake at 300 for 20 minutes or
until light brown. (DO NOT over
bake or they will be hard).
While still warm, roll in powdered sugar. Makes about three
dozen cookies.

OPEN 7
M-SAT
8-7 SUN 9DAYS
5

•
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Kiwanis Korner

Kiwanis Raises Funds for MHS Band
By Sally Rowden
“Kiwanis International is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world one child, one community at a time.”
We had a visit from the Kiwanis Ranchos Kiwanis Club received nine exEast Fresno Foundation at our last meet- cellent applicants. The club members
ing in April. Sharing information re- under the direction of Bev Delk, student
garding their April happenings and at the selection chair, were challenged in choossame time supporting a few of our local ing just three applicants. On May 17 at
club and community happenings. Thank the Liberty High School Amphitheater,
you, fellow Kiwanis, for reaching out. the three winning applicants – Quaid CoWe hope to return the visit.
pher, Vivian Quintana and Scotlynn
The “Hats & Horns Tea Party” met Tovsrud – will be awarded their deservthe goal of having a sold out event and ing scholarships. Congratulations to
able to donate to the Liberty High Quaid, Vivian and Scotlynn. AcknowlSchool Music Program and Special Edu- edgements also go out to Albert Pano,
cation Department. Kiwanis Club mem- Liberty High School secondary counselor
bers Mona Diaz, Debbie Farr and Ollia for grades 11-12, for assisting with the
Ridge, also known as “The Three scholarship process, and John Minney,
Blondes,” organized the Saturday, May our fundraiser chair, for spearheading this
1 event. The tea party included a silent Ranchos Kiwanis Club event. Plus, a
auction, lunch, dessert bar and huge thank you to those who contributed
coffee/teas from Dutch Bros. Coffee. to the scholarship fund: Bedrock EngiEntertainment was provided by the Lib- neering; Britz Farming; Chad’s Trucking;
erty High School band, color guard and David Doyle, Attorneys at Law; Guthrie
baton twirler.
Chevron; Becky
Our May 6
Koop;
Madera
meeting welcomed
Ranchos
Pizza
There’s still time to vote for your
Caglia-Redrock
Factory; John Minhonorary Ranchos mayor being ney; Pistoresi AmEnvironmental
Group Recycling sponsored by the Golden Valley bulance; Ranchos
Coordinator Annie Chamber of Commerce. The dead- Dental
Care,
Shelton as our line is June 1 ... Kiwanis President, Matthew Pia DDS;
guest
speaker. Richard Wayne, is a candidate.
Suzy Ruhe; Sun
Shelton gave us an
West
Packing;
richardwayne48@gmail.com
overview of Senate
Michael SutherBill 1383, also
land Surveying;
known as “CaliforTrigo Enterprises,
nia’s Short-lived Climate Pollutant Or- Mona & Casey Diaz; and Valley Propane.
ganic Waste Methane Emission
There’s still time to vote for your
Reduction Act.” What this state mandate honorary Ranchos mayor being sponsored
means for business and residential cus- by the Golden Valley Chamber of Comtomers is, starting Jan. 1, 2022, all cus- merce. The deadline is June 1. You can
tomers will have a trash, recycle and vote as many times as you desire for
organics bin and all material must be whichever candidate you desire. Your
source separated. You can learn more vote is in dollar bills. If you vote five
about your specific area and how it is af- times your voting will cost you $5. All
fected through Madera County Public candidates keep 75 percent of each dollar
Works Department at www.madera- for their designated local charity, service
c o u n t y . c o m / g o v e r n m e n t / p u b l i c - group or organization. Kiwanis President,
works/quick-links/solid-waste-manageme Richard Wayne, is a candidate and if you
nt. Two other sites to find further infor- desire to cast your vote in the direction of
mation are CalRecycle at www.calrecy- the Ranchos Kiwanis Club, Richard’s
cle.ca.gov/climate/slcp and Redrock contact
information
is
richardEnvironmental Group at www.cagliaenvi- wayne48@gmail.com
ronmental.com/redrock.html.
The Golden Unified School District
Here is a quote to ponder: “Children
– Liberty High School Scholarships for are great imitators. So give them someGraduating Seniors sponsored by the thing great to imitate.” – Anonymous.

The Ranchos
Needs a MAYOR!
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is
sponsoring an HONORARY MAYOR
race for the Ranchos.
Five candidates are now running for
Honorary Mayor of the Ranchos
Mike Fursman -- Flipside Church
Richard Wayne -- Kiwanis
Verlaine Elinburg -- Chamber of Commerce
Alma Griffen -- Chamber of Commerce
Paula Stuart -- Kirkland Foundation
Pick your favorite candidate/charity and vote with
your pocketbook. $1 per vote. Each charity gets 75
cents of every dollar raised. Vote Early, Vote Often!

Call the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
at 645-4001
FIREWORKS ARE BACK!
Get ready to celebrate the Fourth with
the return of the Chamber Fireworks
Stand this July. Watch for more info.

When’s the NEXT Chamber
of Commerce Meeting?
The Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce would love to see you at our
next meeting, Wednesday, June 19 at 6:30
p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the
Maywood Center. Come join us and see
what’s going on in your community. Call us
TODAY at 645-4001.
5/21
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Click on “Local News” at
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MASKS cont. from P. 2
miniscule. “The risk isn’t zero, but zero was
never on the menu,” McBride said. “The
benefits of vaccination are crystal clear. We
only have to look at the real-world data to
see that vaccination is the ticket to normalcy.”
Worldly Evidence
What has been observed in certain
countries with high vaccination rates is that
once an area hits an inflection point, cases
continue to decline steadily. Real-world data
shows the effectiveness of the vaccines and
breakthrough cases are rare. Evidence also
suggests that people who previously contracted the coronavirus are also well-protected. The bottom line appears to be that
when there are fewer people who can contract the coronavirus because of increasing
immunity, cases will drop, hospitalizations
will plummet and deaths will essentially disappear.
Israel, for example, hit an inflection
point in early March when about 40 percent
of the population was given the first dose of
the COVID-19 vaccine. Once cases began
to dip, the decline sped up.
The United Kingdom also hit its inflection point quickly. “The U.K. was on a
pretty strict lockdown when the vaccines
were rolling out and also had a higher level
of illness than other countries in Europe,”
said Dr. Monica Gandhi, an infectious diseases specialist with the University of California, San Francisco. “Which may have led
to higher rates of natural immunity.”
Ever since the United States hit its inflection point in late April, cases related to
COVID-19, hospitalizations and deaths have
been decreasing, she said, noting that the inflection point will vary per state and even
county depending on the level of natural immunity in the area. In areas that were hit
hard by COVID-19, and therefore have
higher natural immunity levels, fewer people need to get vaccinated to reach an inflection point. In areas mostly spared by
COVID-19, more people will need to get
vaccinated to hit that infection point.
In Michigan, cases recently hit record
highs. “There were lower surges in the winter, and so cases went up before coming
down, likely due to a lower rate of natural
immunity,” Gandhi explained. Now, about
55 percent of people 16 and older in Michi-

gan have received their first dose and cases
are finally declining for the second week in
a row.
Cases where there were no symptoms,
or “asymptomatic cases,” have also been
present throughout the pandemic, according
to Jennifer Horney, PhD, a disaster epidemiologist and founding director of the
University of Delaware’s epidemiology program. “We don’t know exactly what our
total coverage is, it could be higher than we
think,” she said. “There could be upticks in
areas where there are lower rates of vaccination, and there have continued to be
higher levels of community spread.”
A Significant Drop
Cases have dropped significantly since
this past winter, but the United States still
sees about 35,000 cases a day. We are now
on par with where cases were last September.
“The vaccine does seem to be effective,
but the virus can still find susceptible people
in the population who have either chosen not
to be vaccinated or haven’t yet become eligible for the vaccine,” Horney said. Over the
next few months, she said it will be crucial
for more people to get vaccinated. As was
learned from Israel, a high vaccination rate
will protect the population. Health officials
will need to make the vaccine as widely
available as possible, provide as much encouragement and data as possible, and provide incentives for vaccination.
“It’s important to remember we have
continued investments to make,” Horney
said. “It’s not over.”
The pace for vaccinations slowed over
the past weeks with only about 2.2 million
doses being administered currently. That’s
a 35 percent drop from the peak in midApril, although it’s up slightly over the past
days. The collective hope is that this new
mask guidance will encourage people who
are on the fence about being vaccinated to
get vaccinated and hopefully get some normalcy back.
“We’re in a collective trauma. Our
physical and mental health have taken a
toll,” McBride said. “Vaccination offers the
chance to begin the road to recovery.”
McBride echoes the sentiments of
many experts who believe vaccines are our
ticket to normalcy and should be treated as
such.
Julia Ries writes for Healthline.com.
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Senior Report

Seniors Anticipating COVID End
By Margaret Tynan

On Saturday, June 12 from 1:30
to 3:30 p.m., members are invited to
The Ranchos/Hills Seniors Cen- an afternoon playing table games on
ter wishes to thank everyone for the shaded patio (ceiling fans too).
their support of the Center through The Center has a variety of games to
these past difficult times. It means choose from and members are welso much to the seniors of our local come to bring any of their favorites.
area. In the spirit of community Of course, the popular “Hand and
service, the Center is pleased to be Foot” card game among others is
able to, once again,
available. Sign up
extend support for
at the Center at
the Friends of the
37330
Berkshire
Library
Summer
Dr. or call 645Reading Program.
4864. We hope to
It is a very imporsee you there.
tant benefit for the
We are happy
youth of our comto resume holding
munity.
our regular busiWith the inness meetings. The
creased number of
schedule for June
people being vacciis: Planning Meetnated and the easing, Tuesday, June
ing of pandemic
1; Board Meeting,
restriction,
the
Tuesday, June 8;
Center is slowly,
General Meeting,
carefully – but
Tuesday, June15.
surely – beginning
All meetings are
to offer opportuniRosemary Janis (left) and Jan held at the Center
ties for members to Williams concentrate on a jigsaw puzzle in at 12:30 p.m. It is
resume a few activ- a friendly competition at the Ranchos/Hills your Center. Be inities. Recently, a Senior Center.
volved.
dozen members enThe
Exercise
gaged in a friendly
Program continues
jigsaw
puzzle
to have a good parbuilding competiticipation. Join us
tion held on the
on Mondays and
outdoor patio. At
Wednesdays at 10
the starting signal,
a.m. There is still
you could hear the
room. The Writing
500 pieces of idenGroup will still
tical puzzles pour
meet on Zoom on
onto each of the
Monday, June 7 and
four tables. Attack
Monday, June 21 at
strategy murmurs
2 p.m. If you are infrom each of the
terested in joining,
three-person teams
we’d love to have
followed. The afteryou. Contact Rosenoon was filled
mary Janis to be put
with much laughter,
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center jigsaw on the email list.
concentration and puzzle contest winners (from left) Carol r o s e m a r y @ m y r a n occasionally con- Wood, Diane Maxfield and Ellen Williams cho.net
sternation.
“Why put it all together with friends at the Center.
The
regular
doesn’t that piece
monthly Outdoor
fit?” After about two hours, Team 4 Sale is on Saturday, June 5 from 8
shouted as they placed the last piece a.m. to noon. Find interesting, useful
to win the competition. Diane Max- items in the Treasure House. The
field, Ellen Williams and Carol garden area will also be open. Please
Wood each received a prize, none wear a mask and maintain physical
other than – you guessed it – a jig- distancing while shopping.
saw puzzle. The players enjoyed
“A person who never made a
light refreshments and a very pleas- mistake
never
tried
anything
ant afternoon.
new.”— Albert Einstein
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Patricia Ann “Patti” Groh
October 12, 1951 ~ April 20, 2021

Patricia Ann “Patti” Groh, 69, of Madera, Calif., passed away on April 20, 2021.
Patti was born to Frank and Betty Shipe in Oroville, Calif. on Oct. 12, 1951.
She graduated from Oroville High School where she met the love of her life, Robert,
and they moved to Fresno in 1971. She went on to receive a Bachelor’s Degree from
California State University, Fresno as well as her Master’s Degree in Social Work.
Patti was a loving wife, mother and grandmother. She spent her last 26 years living in the Madera Ranchos where she loved to cook and was an active member in her
church. She was also a member of the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center and the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce. But her greatest joy was spending time with her two
grandsons. She also loved to do volunteer work and in 2017 she received the Volunteer of the Year Award from the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Patti will be deeply missed by her husband of 51 years, Robert; their son Tim
and his wife Patty; grandsons Hudson and Carson; brother Jim Shipe and sister Barbara Shipe; as well as many extended family and friends.

By Wyatt Morgan
On May 11, the present Sierra
Shadows 4H club had its last meeting.
The meeting was for the election of our
new officers for 2021-2022.
Each member had to make their
own speech and explain why they were
a good candidate for each office.
Congratulations to the members who were elected: Host and Hostess -- Aubrey
Rocca and Sienna Garcia; Healthy Living -- Emily Wallace and Christy Kaneko; Sergeant at Arms -- Kate Hauschel and Hunter Williams Smith; Attendance Secretary -Griffin Williams Smith; Historian -- Hunter Weathers and Wyatt Morgan; Recording
Secretary -- Corinna Martinez; Treasurer -- Colie Tickle; Reporter -- Kat Talley and
Sarah Morgan; Recreation Officers -- Kenny Talley and Jake Poore; Vice President - Sierra Gonzalez;
and President -Emily Waldren.
Congratulations
new Officers for
the 2021-2022 4H
year. We all know
that you all will do
great in your position. Have a great
year.

APRIL 2021

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?
Call or contact us.

Median Listing Price
$425K

WE GOT YOU!

Median Days on Market
15
Median Sold Price
$425K
5/21

In Memoriam

Median Price/SF Sold
$205

PALS helps those recently diagnosed with early onset Dementia or Alzheimer’s
and helps create new friendships with others in similar circumstances. But it’s also essential to remember that self-care is just as important as caregiving. While your loved
one enjoys engaging activities and laughter, YOU, the CAREGIVER, can take a much
needed| break knowing your loved one is being cared for.
The PALS program focuses on independence. Group settings include one staff
person to eight participants. Flexible attendance options fit most every budget. Financial assistance is made possible by grant funding
and voluntary contributions.
The PALS Program restarts
July 6. For more information, call
Kristina Corona, Program Manager at Valley Caregiver Resource
Center, at 559-224-9121.
Grant funding is provided by
the Fresno — Madera Area Agency
on Aging. You can find them online
at ValleyCRC.org.

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

Maurice Gonzales

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132

maurice@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 01390928

559.288.1904

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
5/21

Help for Dementia/Alzheimers
Patients and Caregivers

Click on “Local News” at
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On May 10, Gov. Gavin Newsom expanded the drought emergency declaration
to include the 39 counties that encompass
the Klamath River, Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta and Tulare Lake watersheds
due to an acute water supply shortage in
the northern and central parts of the state.
The governor designed the order with the
ability to expand the number of counties,
including Madera. Under the order, the
governor is calling on the State Water
Board to modify requirements for reservoir
releases and diversion limitations to help
conserve water for later in the year, improve water quality and protect cold water
pools for salmon and steelhead, according
to a statement from the state.
About 98 percent of California is currently experiencing drought conditions, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor, with
nearly 75 percent of the state seeing ex-

5/21

By Jeff McGrath

found many people took advantage of this
opportunity last year, which is why we want
to continue it. If this is something you would
like done, please email info@semcu.org or
call 559-363-9095 to get scheduled.
SEMCU meeting notice: Since the state
began to open public gatherings, we’re able
to begin our meetings in person again. This
is as long as safe distancing and mask wearing are practiced. Meetings will still take
place on the third Monday of each month at
Verlaine’s home at 37101 Avenue 12 (parking available on site). The public is invited
and encouraged to participate and offer
ideas of projects that can help improve our
community.
To call SEMCU for more information,
call 559-363-9095 or reach the organization
at www.semcu.org or by email at
info@semcu.org.
SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

5/21

California 2021
Drought Projections

treme drought conditions. Droughts have
Problem with your well? According to
been intensifying, especially in the West the County, if you are having contamination
and Southwest U.S., according to the latest problems with you well there is a self-help
National Climate Assessment, with cli- program from the State. Link to emergency
mate change playwater services with
ing a key role in the
Self-Help
Enterscarcity of water in
prises
www.selfAbout 98 percent of California is helpenterprises.org/
the West. As a result, we have listed currently experiencing drought con- p r o g r a m s / e m e r different ways we ditions, according to the U.S. gency-services.
can conserve water
We’re repeating
Drought Monitor, with nearly 75
on a daily basis
the fire prevention
both indoors and percent of the state seeing extreme project for this sumdrought conditions. Droughts have mer! SEMCU is ofout.
Indoor: Use been intensifying ...
fering FREE discing
washing machines
around the perimefor full loads only
ters of properties to
and run the dishqualified residents in
washer only when full. Install low-flow the SEMCU area of South East Madera
shower heads and take five-minute show- County. This project is to help prevent and
ers instead of 10-minute ones. Turn your mitigate the risk of fires throughout the
bathroom faucet off when brushing your months with excessive temperatures. We
teeth or shaving.
Outdoor: Water early in the morning
or later in the evening when temperatures
are cooler and adjust your sprinklers to ensure only your yard is being watered, not
your house, sidewalk or street. Put a layer
of mulch around trees and plants to reduce
evaporation and keep the soil cool, and
landscape your yard with climate-appropriate plants.

Click on “Local News” at
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EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
LETTERS cont. from P. 4

Every day, those in our network inspire me with their passion and commitment to the cause of CASA – the belief
that Court Appointed Special Advocate
volunteers, or “CASAs,” are one of the
most effective and cost-efficient ways to
ensure that a child in the dependency
court system is heard, that their best interests are met, and that they find stability and permanency in their lives.
Thank you for your concern and
compassion for all those young people
living in California foster care, and for
the heroic CASA volunteers who provide
them a beacon of hope. With your help,
CASAs are changing lives, every single
day.
Sharon M. Lawrence Esq., CEO
California CASA Association

are tired of seeing our children taught to
hate themselves and to hate each other.
They are tired of seeing our country demonized as racist by those whose first and solitary focus is on race. They are tired of the
lie that our nation is systemically racist
when it has done more to produce a civil
and tolerant multi-racial society than any
people in the history of civilization.
It is long past time that every American of every heritage denounces this evil
for what it is, and to extirpate from our civil
discourse those race-baiters of every persuasion who have polluted our national dialogue and corrupted our national heritage.
Congressman Tom McClintock represents California’s 4th Congressional District.

5/21
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lected and struggle to trust adults. Others
are angry, confused, and without hope.
On any given day in the United
States, there are more than 400,000 children living in foster care. Over the course
of a year, nearly 700,000 children spend
at least some time in foster care — in
systems generally overseen by local
county governments. If you were able to
bring all these children together into one
city, that city would be the 21st largest in
the U.S. Right here in California, 83,000
children live in our foster care system –
the largest such population in our nation.
We must do better. These children and
youth are part of our future, and we cannot abandon them.
On [May 18], the first ever National

CASA/GAL Volunteers Day, we are
launching our new State of the Heart
newsletter. Our quarterly e-communication will share with you some of the accomplishments of our network of 44
CASA programs, located in California
counties all the way from the redwood
forests in the far north to the deserts of
the far south, and everywhere in-between. The 700 north-to-south miles of
our state pose a geographic challenge for
California CASA, but we work hard to
maintain close and productive relationships with all of our CASA programs.
We offer training, support, legislative
advocacy, and professional counsel on
all aspects of running a high-quality
CASA program. To learn more about
our services, you can read our Impact
Reports.

Say you saw it in
www.The Ranchos.com
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Hello 93636,
I thought I would begin this article
with a hilarious event that happened last
month here in the Ranchos.
On a Friday evening after work, my
grandsons (Max 8 and Riley 7) and I were
headed to the Nickel Arcade in Fresno to
play some air hockey and video games.
First, we needed to make a dash for cash at
our local Ranchos ATM. As we turned into
the State Foods Supermarket/NAPA parking lot the boys spotted a minivan with the
hood raised. The boys wanted to help but I
didn't. Thirty years ago I might have actually been able to help but with today’s vehicle complexity it's my experience
roadside diagnostic is generally an exercise
in futility.
The boys insisted so, against my better judgement, we walked over and asked
the ladies if we could help. "How do I connect this box to the battery?" the lady asked.
The minivan’s battery was a top-post lead
acid battery so, for the moment, I was in my
comfort zone. "Connect the red cable clamp
to the large battery post (marked with a +
for voltage source) and the black cable
clamp to the smaller battery post (marked
with a - for ground)." She then hands me
the box and connects the cables. Now I'm
intently studying the unfamiliar knobs and
dials trying to understand how this battery
booster works. The lady then asks, "What
do I do with this hose?"
It's an air hose!
The box I'm holding is not a battery
booster, it's a portable 12-volt, battery powered air pump to inflate flat tires. We are
trying to jump start this minivan with a
portable air pump.
Now that is funny.
An "A" for effort ladies, but no cigar.
Fortunately, they also had a set of oldschool jumper cables in their possession.
After several minutes of recharging the
minivan started right up. I inspected the instrument cluster to see if there were any illuminated "Warning Lamps" to indicate a
defective charging system. None present. I
suggested the ladies try the Ranchos NAPA
auto parts store to have their battery tested.
With that success me and the boys were off
for some grandpa—grandson play time.
The following is an example of a roadside diagnostic gone wrong. A couple of

As vehicle complexity advances, the technology and training needed to diagnosis these vehicles needs to advance. Some think vehicle diagnostic is expensive. I think the trial-and-error method
is more expensive.
OK guys and gals, that's all for this one. Be careful. Don't pay a stranger in advance. Don't hesitate to ask for
certifications.
Ask to see the test
results with an
explanation. If
the explanation
doesn't
make
sense the technician may not
completely understand the test.
As usual I'm
always interested
in interesting and
current automotive topics to
Pic. 1
Pic. 2
write about. If
you have any
ideas, suggestions, recommendations and/or any general or specific automotive questions please text
me at 559-907-7661 or email complete_car_care@hotmail.com.
God Bless America and God Bless 93636.
Warren Parr, ASE Master, Advanced Level and Hybrid Certified Technician

Got a holding tank to ﬁll? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”
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Comprehending
Compression

weeks ago a 2000 Dodge Dakota rolled into the
shop with an engine misfire. I connected my
scanner and entered Mode $03 (Stored Trouble
Codes), Mode $02 (Freeze Frame Data) and
Mode $06 (Emission Systems On-Board Test
Results). I wanted to have some idea as to the extent of the problem. I retrieved trouble code
P0303 (misfire cylinder #3) and the driving conditions present at the time the misfire occurred.
Mode $2 Freeze Frame Data is very important so
testing and repair validation is conducted in the
same manner as the fault occurred.
When I raised the hood, I saw a lot of shiny
new parts. When I spoke with the customer, he
told me he employed not one, not two, but three
mobile mechanics to repair his Dakota. The first
two performed a diagnostic, replaced some parts
but the misfire remained. The third diagnosed defective fuel injectors but never returned after receiving money to purchase new ones.
The misfire was not hard to diagnosis in the
shop with proper technology. I first performed a
relative compression test by simply connecting
my Pico Scope to a high current amp probe
placed around the B+ battery cable. Disarming
the ignition system so the engine would not start,
I cranked the engine over and measured the starter
motor current. A cylinder producing higher pressures requires the starter to work harder (more
current) then a weaker cylinder (less current). In
effect I'm measuring the electrical pressure (current) required to produce the mechanical pressure
(compression) in the cylinder. These pressures are
relative.
For my diagnostic I compare cylinder #6
(known good) to cylinder #3 (known bad). Cylinder #3 starter current was 163.3 amps while cylinder #6 was 192.9 amps. Cylinder #3 produced
15.04 percent less pressure than cylinder #6. Now
I know the misfire is compression related. All the
spark plugs, ignition cables, ignition coils, distributor caps, fuel injectors and sensors in the
world won't repair low compression.
Next, I installed two Pico pressure transducers at cylinders #3 and #6 and performed an incylinder engine idling compression test. I
included those waveforms with this article so you
can see what I saw. When I aligned the 0-180360-540-720 degree rulers (vertical lines) the
problem was obvious. There it is. Can you see it?
Cylinder #3 (Red) has a defective exhaust valve
lifter.
Look at the 180-degree rulers for both waveforms. Can you see the cylinder #3 ruler (red -pic. 1) intersects the exhaust ramp about halfway
up the exhaust slope while cylinder #6 ruler
(green -- pic. 2) intersects the slope at the top of
the ramp. Cylinder #3 exhaust valve opening is
28 degress slower than cylinder #6. Because the
exhaust gasses are not completely exhausted from
the cylinder, they mix and dilute the incoming
air/fuel charge resulting in the misfire.
Hey, if you can't fully exhale you can't fully
inhale. It's that simple. Cylinder #3 has an air flow
problem. It's just basic physics.

Specia
AUTO A lizing in
CCIDEN
TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!
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Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with
what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
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Classified
Alteration Services

Housecleaning

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE.
By appointment only. 36027 Ruth
Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Over 40 yars of experience References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time
service,
moveins/move-outs, windows, construction
clean
up.
LupePrado25@yahoo.com.
559-916-1528 or 650-771-2915

Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Upholstery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Recyclables Pick Up
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of
all recyclable materials including newspaper, shredded paper,
containers, plastic, glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call
Diana at 999-6832.
Funds support Ranchos
community organizations.

Tractor/Trenching Services
Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood
Firewood for sale - Seasoned Almond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping Stump Grinding. Call John at 9081066.

River Rec Area to be Shuttered?
California’s Department of Water Resources, with the help of the San Joaquin
River Conservancy, is embarking on a plan to
virtually eliminate a section of the San
Joaquin River near the Ranchos that, at present, is available to all Californians for recreational use.
The Milburn Pond Isolation Project impacts an area of the San Joaquin River to the
west of Highway 41 that’s ostensibly an abandoned gravel pit that, over time, has filled
with water and become a placid, pleasurable
recreation area. The stated purpose of the
project is “Habitat Restoration,” with the intent to “… increase native fish survival by reducing movement of non-native warm water
fish species from the pond to the river and
movement of native salmonids from the river
lo the pond.”
Ranchos resident Jan Peirsol has taken
issue with the Conservancy and the state
water department and is trying to get someone from the state to listen to her.
“My family, and families like us, have
enjoyed access to this beautiful, calm area on
the San Joaquin River for fishing, canoeing,
swimming and relaxation,” Peirsol said.
“Never have we seen a dead salmon floating
on the serene waters or even in the waters.
The fish we catch are always ‘catch and re-

SUDOKU

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale
Window Cleaning Services
1978 Starfire Cabin Cruiser 22-foot
w/trailer,
GREAT
CONDITION - 351 Ford, 9.8 HP
Honda trolling motor, 2 new
batteries, new tires, all work
done by Cronin Marine in
Madera Ranchos, current license
and a cover.
BEST OFFER.
Call 304-2019 or 252-0291.

CLEAN cont. from P. 7
onto it long enough? A better question
is, what are these extra things costing
me to keep? Sadly, there are few things
that are increasing in value these days.
Unless you’re savvy selling online, your
treasures may be costing you more to
keep than to let go of. This is especially

Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home win-dows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our
SENIOR DISCOUNT!
true if you’re storing things in a rented
storage unit. Even extra things in your
home are costing you space. Your catchall room could be your new craft room.
Inventory what you have and send pictures of things to antique and collectible
vendors to confirm if there’s a market
for your items. If so, take the steps necessary to sell, and if not, donate.

©2021 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Don’t let possibility enthusiasm
crowd you out of your home. Share the
wealth.
Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call
559-871-3314 or email info@organized bychoice.com. You can visit
www.organizedbychoice.com when you
go online.

lease’ and the joy of our kids and grandkids is immeasurable. Memories forever.”
Peirsol is urging as many people as
possible to contact Karen Dulik with the
California Department of Water Resources at 3374 E. Shields Ave., Fresno,
CA 93726, or by email at
Karen.Dulik@water.co.gov to address
this situation.
In the Environmental Impact statement itself, Peirsol points out that its
purpose statement virtually negates
what it proposes to do. “… Mitigation
measures are proposed to reduce impacts to less-than-significant levels for
all resources areas except recreation. No
feasible mitigation measures are available to reduce the significant impact on
water-based recreation opportunities associated with Milburn Pond. Therefore,
this impact would be significant and unavoidable.”
Peirsol states that it is wrong and
totally unfounded to move forward on
the project to close the pond to “increase native fish survival by reducing
movement of non-native warmwater
fish species from the pond to the river
and movement of native salmonids
from the river to the pond.”
“If this is true,” Peirsol says, “show
me the science”
She contends Milburn Pond has no
significant impact on the salmonids and
not one shred of evidence has been presented to that effect. “Not one dead
salmonid has been observed floating in
the Milburn Pond by any of my acquaintances nor by the river guides who
are on the river every day. Nor have
they been seen swimming, nor have
they been caught by a fisherman,” she
adds.
Peirsol concludes by saying, “We,
the public, are not dumb. We recognize
this project for what it is. San Joaquin
River Conservancy wants to connect
their waterway trail and this pond isolation does it for them.
“The focus should be on Recreational activities and the enjoyment we
all experience being on the San Joaquin
River, including Milburn Pond.”
Peirsol says that although the comment date on the EIR has passed, she
believes that a meeting will be held by
the Wildlife Conservation Board to discuss this project and its Environmental
Im pact Report.
“With an informed public, maybe
more voices speaking against this project could be heard,” she said.

Click on “Local News” at
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“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate
dreams a reality.”
5/21
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Real Estate
559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

The Fresno Bee sent an email to its few
remaining subscribers (some of us are
hooked on the crossword page) and probably others with the subject: “What We’re
Up Against.” Oddly, what the newspaper is
up against, it says, is “False cures. Claims
the virus was engineered. Conspiracy theories playing on racism.”
The email is reprinted here as an example of how some who purport to be journalists can spin a phrase to make picking
others’ pockets sound altruistic.
VERBATIM EMAIL FROM
THE FRESNO BEE
Subject: What we’re up against
False cures. Claims the virus was engineered. Conspiracy theories playing on
racism.
This is the kind of misinformation that
our community is up against. It’s why The

Fresno Bee has remained focused on covering the pandemic, providing the antidote to
false information since COVID-19 showed
up in our community.
If there ever was a definition of public
service journalism, this is it. It’s why we
partnered with Journalism Funding Partners
to strengthen our coverage of the pandemic.
This partnership means we can cover this
story from more angles and reach more people. But for the partnership to work, we need
you.
Make a tax-deductible donation to support our reporters and reliable, critical information.
Your support will help us strengthen
our reporting on COVID-19, the vaccination
campaign and fight misinformation that will
keep our community from getting back on
its feet.
A CONSERVATIVE’S
INTERPRETATION
Such hypocrisy and obfuscation. Such
shameful use of a deadly virus and the newspaper’s own premature conclusions to solicit
donations!
They say that they’ve been covering the
pandemic the entire time and “… providing
the antidote to false information since
COVID-19 showed up in our community.”

Now they are begging for donations so they
can “… strengthen their coverage of the
pandemic.” Is this an admission that they
have not covered it sufficiently so far?
The Fresno Bee is in business, as are
others, to make a profit. Theirs comes from
advertising and subscription fees, both of
which are in serious decline as reflected by
the newspaper's paltry few daily printed
pages.
Apparently, the company needs to find
revenue somewhere, so they’re using Journalism Funding Partners to solicit and collect donations which otherwise would not be
tax deductible. “Help, we need money”
would not be a good sales pitch, so in their
email they shamelessly paint themselves as
victims with “What we’re up against!” and
as do-gooder “public service journalism” –
not as a company, like others, in business to
make money, and oh yes, to print only their
side of a story.
No, no. The altruistic Fresno Bee is in
business to save us from ourselves. We
readers are too dumb to be told both sides of
an issue and form sound conclusions, so
they tell us only their side. And we couldn’t
possibly know that alternative information
sources are available at our fingertips, covering every side of every issue, including

even unproven hypotheses and ongoing investigations regarding the virus.
TIME OUT FOR
A LITTLE HUMOR
On the 2020 election problems: While
untold numbers of words have been printed
about the 2020 faulty election procedures,
Kevin Jackson on the Blacksphere.net website is offering a tee shirt that makes the
point in a few words. It says, “When I die,
don’t let me vote Democrat.” (You may
have to think about that for a moment, but
the light bulb will come on and the laugh
will come).
A few good laughs at Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s expense followed a live Instagram post where she condemned the use of
the term “surge” regarding the border. She
actually said this: “Anyone who’s using the
term ‘surge’ around you consciously is trying to invoke a militaristic frame … this is
not a ‘surge,’ these are children, and they are
not insurgents …” In the replies, someone
called her “Sandy No-Cortex” and another,
“Occasional Cortex.” And this: “We shouldn’t blame AOC’s ignorance on what her
longest sentence used to be: ‘What would
you like to drink?’”
With apologies to good bartenders
everywhere.

• Some BBQ tips
straight from my
butcher: Let meats
come to room temperature
before
cooking. It allows the meat to cook more
evenly. Secondly, when your meat comes
off the grill, give it time to rest before serving. This allows the juices to redistribute
throughout the cut of meat and you'll end
up with juicy goodness in every bite. -JoAnn • Bring a distinctive towel to a pool
party so that you will know where your

towel is. You can make an extra-large
towel by sewing two smaller towels together, too." -- U.A. in New York • "For a
really fun take on kebabs, use fruit instead
of meat. The kids especially love fruit on a
stick. If you have some neat cookie cutters,
use them to cut watermelon into different
shapes." -- M.M. in Michigan • The best
outdoor tablecloths, especially on a windy
day, are fitted single sheets. Simply fit the
sheet over a standard picnic table and it's
in place and ready. The elastic at the corners keeps it from flying away. You can

look at thrift and discount stores for fun
patterns or just plain colors! • "Frozen
grapes are the best summer snack for the
kids, plus they are the perfect wine ice
cube ever." -- J.R. in Oregon • Stainless
steel appliances are very popular, and in
the kitchen, they get plenty of chances to
get fingerprinted up. My appliance guy
recommended using a light-mist, waxbased aerosol dusting spray once or twice
a week to keep my stainless steel appliance
fronts looking their best." -- R.C. in North
Carolina • In the closet, we all want to pare

away unused items, but sometimes it
seems like you wear clothes that you don't.
Turn all the clothes hangers the opposite
way (facing out instead of in). When you
use an item and it is returned to the closet,
replace the hanger normally. In a few
months, if an item has not been worn, it
will be apparent. If it's not likely to be
worn, it should go.
Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

This is Journalism?
By Betty Van Valkenburg

www.The Ranchos.com
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

Lic. #1042108

HAIRCUTS
Lic. #899496

• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

$13

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

559-301-1613

Sales & Leasing

Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

call Jose Lopez

559-779-0401

LIC. #837274

439-2004
37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

674-1663
same day service

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

call 559-242-6352
559-454-8060

559-275-0157
Arts & Crafts Studioo • Bisquue • Woood Items
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
monday - friday

559-824-6336

“H om e tow n fe e l i ng,
b i g c it y se r v i c e !”

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the figures
given at the bottom and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arithmetic
signs in the order
they are given
(that is, from left to
right and top to
bottom). Use only
the
numbers
below the diagram
to complete its
blank squares and
use each of the
nine numbers only
once.

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

WE PICK YOU UP!

©2021 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

CA LIC. #934774

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

822-4500

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849
www.bedrockeng.com

J.H. Sanders

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service
(not a licensed contractor)

s
Rancheont
Resid

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
• TIRES
•ALIGNMENTS
• WHEEL &
TIRE
PACKAGES
• LIFT &
LOWERING
KITS
• FREE TIRE
MAINTENANCE

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

E
SINC80
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• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints
Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

559-831-2937

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

RANDY BAILEY
Today!
(559) 645-0634

The Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Temper your typical Aries urge to charge into a situation and demand
answers. Instead, let the Lamb's gentler self emerge to deal with a problem that requires delicacy.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You are aware of what's going on, so continue to stand by your
earlier decision, no matter how persuasive the counter-arguments might be. Money pressures will
soon ease.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) By all means, have fun and enjoy your newly expanded social life. But
don't forget that some people are depending on you to keep promises that are very important to them.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You need to wait patiently for an answer to a workplace problem and
not push for a decision. Remember: Time is on your side. A financial matter needs closer attention.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) You now have information that can influence that decision you planned
to make. But the clever Cat will consult a trusted friend or family member before making a major
move.

ADS
LOGOS
PR
MARKETING

645-0634

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Good news: You're finding that more doors are opening for
you to show what you can do, and you don't even have to knock very hard to get the attention
you're seeking.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Your gift for creating order out of chaos will help you deal
with a sudden rush of responsibilities that would threaten someone less able to balance his or her
priorities.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Congratulations. Your energy levels are coming right back
up to normal -- just in time to help you tackle some worthwhile challenges and make some
important choices.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) The sage Sagittarian should demand a full
explanation of inconsistencies that might be cropping up in what had seemed to be a
straightforward deal.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A conflict between obligations to family and to the job
can create stressful problems. Best advice: Balance your dual priorities so that one doesn't outweigh
the other.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Don't guess, speculate or gossip about that so-called
mystery situation at the workplace. Bide your time. An explanation will be forthcoming very soon.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Boredom might be creeping in and causing you to lose interest
in a repeat project. Deal with it by flipping over your usual routine and finding a new way to do an
old task.

Born this Week

You can warm the coldest heart with your lyrical voice and
bright smile. You find yourself at home, wherever you are.
© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. Nunavut
2. "It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia"
3. Fungi
4. Winslow, Arizona
5. Ancient Egyptians
6. Seven: Utah, Arizona, New Mexico,
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and
Wyoming
7. "Harry Potter"
8. Truman Capote
9. The Great Charter
10. Pearl

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is Canada's
northernmost territory?
2. TELEVISION: Which sitcom features
a bar named Paddy's Pub?
3. SCIENCE: Mycology is the study of
what?
4. MUSIC: Which city is mentioned in
the Eagles' 1972 song "Take It Easy"?
5. MEASUREMENTS: Which
civilization was the first to divide a day
into 24 hours?
6. U.S. STATES: How many states
border Colorado?
7. MOVIES: "Hedwig's Theme" is the
music that marks which movie series?
8. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
novella "Breakfast at Tiffany's"?
9. LANGUAGE: What does The
Magna Carta mean in English?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
is the traditional birthstone for June
babies?
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Wildfire Safety Measure
Offered to Our SEMCU Residents
If you would like this done, please call
559-363-9095 to sign up for FREE discing
of your residential lot and boundary. Or
email info@semcu.org and include your
name, phone number, address and
any specific instructions.

Since the state has begun to open
public gatherings, we’re able to
have our meetings in person again.
Ou r n ex t m ee t i n g i s M o n da y , J u ne 2 1 a t 6 p . m .
Safe distancing and mask wearing will be practiced.
We will start at a new gathering hall at
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37101 Avenue 12, Madera Ranchos

