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Praised for “beautiful perform-
ances of great warmth,” by Classi-
cal Voice of North Carolina, pianist
Michael Delfín, with roots in the
Madera Ranchos, has soloed for the
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage
and the Aspen, Eastern, and Chau-
tauqua Music Festivals. And now
he’s coming home to play at the
University Presbyterian Church in
Fresno on Saturday, June 9 at 4
p.m.

Delfin has performed with the
Eastern Music Festival Young
Artists Orchestra and CCM Philhar-
monia and has captured prizes in the
International Crescendo Music
Awards, Chautauqua Piano Compe-
tition, EMF Piano Competition, and
two consecutive CCM Concerto
Competitions. As a harpsichordist,
he is the recipient of the 2017 Cata-
coustic Consort Early Music Grant
and has attended the American Bach
Soloists Academy. A Valley native,
Delfin recently performed for the
third time on KVPR 89.3 “Young
Artists Spotlight” and won both the
Fresno Musical Club’s Susan Torres
Award and Bell T. Ritchie Award.

He holds degrees from the San
Francisco Conservatory of Music,
the Peabody Conservatory of Music
and the Johns Hopkins University
(B.A., History) and has pursued
doctoral studies at the Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music. His
teachers include Awadagin Pratt,
Yoshikazu Nagai, Boris Slutsky,
Carol Oaks, Michael Unger (harpsi-
chord), and Judah Adashi (composi-
tion).

Admission is free and the Uni-
versity Presbyterian Church is located
at 1776 E. Roberts Ave. in Fresno.
For more information you can visit
www.michaeldelfinpianist.net.

Ranchos Pianist
To Play Classics

Community Food Bank offers a variety of services, including
the CalFresh Outreach Program. Brenetta Sadakov, CalFresh Out-
reach Coordinator, travels throughout Madera County on a weekly
basis attempting to end hunger in the community by assisting in-
dividuals in applying for CalFresh (formally known as Food
Stamps). Sadakov has partnered with
other agencies in Madera County to
help achieve this goal, such as the
Department of Social Services,
Madera Food Bank, WIC, First 5,
Hope House and more.

CalFresh is the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) which provides nutrition as-
sistance to low-income households.
If eligible, individuals will receive
monthly benefits for food loaded on
a card that functions like a debit card.
With more nutritional options for families, it is estimated there
will be fewer trips to the doctor for nutrition-related diseases and
an increase in productivity at work.

Through a partnership with Central California agencies, Com-
munity Food Bank distributes nutritious food to over 280,000 food
insecure people each month. In fiscal year 2017, approximately

33 million meals were provided to communities in Fresno, Kern,
Kings, Madera and Tulare counties. Community Food Bank sup-
ports a variety of hunger and nutrition education programs in-
cluding the Emergency Food Assistance Program (USDA), Pantry
Program, Mobile Pantry, BackPack Program, SNAP Outreach and

Neighborhood Markets.
Additionally, CalFresh is a great

asset to the local economy. Accord-
ing to the United States Department
of Agriculture Economic Research
Services, it has been estimated that
there is a multiplier of SNAP bene-
fits on Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) of 1.79, that is, an increase of
$1 billion in SNAP benefits increases
GDP by $1.79 billion and results in
an increase of 8,900 to 17,900 full-
time equivalent jobs.

If you are in need of help purchasing food for your family,
Community Food Bank’s CalFresh Department can help. You
can contact Brenetta Sadakov at 559-997-6869 Monday through
Friday between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. to see if you can apply for Cal-
Fresh and you can also visit www.communityfoodbank.net to
learn more.

“CalFresh” Program Helping End Hunger in Madera

Page 2

n May l, 2018, Madera County took an important
step in the fight against the national and statewide
opioid crisis. The Board of Supervisors joined sev-

eral other counties in retaining a group of law firms including
national law firm Baron & Budd, to initiate litigation against
manufacturers and distributors responsible for the opioid epi-
demic.

“The health and safety of the public is of utmost impor-
tance to the Madera County Board of Supervisors,” said Board
Chairman Tom Wheeler. “As the governing body of this great
County, we need to take whatever steps necessary to help pro-
tect our residents and future generations.”

Strength in Numbers
Madera County joins a consortium of 30 California coun-

ties that are working together to take a stand for communities
and counties that represent approximately 10.5 million Cali-
fornia residents. All 30 counties are filing suit in federal court
and expect their cases to be transferred into the Multi-District

Litigation in Ohio, where over 500 public entities have filed
similar suits. The intended legal action will include a taxpayer
and cost recovery action in addition to equitable relief to help
mitigate and prevent current and future problems.

“This litigation seeks to recover taxpayer funds used to re-
spond to the opioid epidemic,” says Madera County Counsel
Regina Garza. “Local government services have been unfairly
subsidizing the impact of the opioid epidemic, which was cre-
ated by multi-billion-dollar corporations whose irresponsible
actions placed profit over public safety.”

The California Opioid Consortium (COC) and its counsel
have compelling evidence that many of the nation’s largest
drug manufacturers pushed highly addictive, dangerous opi-
oids and deliberately misinformed doctors by claiming that pa-
tients using the drugs rarely experience addiction. The expected
manufacturer Defendants include Purdue Pharma; Teva Ltd.
(which acquired pharmaceutical maker Cephalon, Inc. in
2011); Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Johnson & Johnson); Endo Health Solutions, Inc.;
Allergan PLC; and Mallinckrodt. Drugs manufactured by these
companies include, but are not limited to: OxyContin, Actiq,
Fentora, Duragesic, Nucynta, Nucynta ER, Opana/Opana ER,
Percodan, Percocet, Zydone, Kadian and Norco.

Seeking Recovery
The COC will seek recovery from three of the nation’s

largest drug distributors — Cardinal Health, AmerisourceBer-
gen, and McKesson Corp. — who failed to monitor, identify
and report “suspicious” opioid shipments to pharmacies, in vi-
olation of the federal Controlled Substances Act. The lawsuit
also names other large national distributor/retailers.

The County’s entire legal team includes the law firms of
Baron & Budd; Levin, Papantonio, Thomas, Mitchell, Rafferty
& Proctor; Powell & Majestro; Greene Ketchum Bailey Far-
rell & Tweel; Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler; and
McHugh Fuller Law Group. The firms currently represent over
300 cities and counties throughout the United States.

O
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2018. Delivery must be by August 31, 2018.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Dear Editor:
We invited Paul Hornick, who is running

for  Madera County District Attorney, to  a
meet-and-greet in Oakhurst about 2 weeks
ago, and the invitation was readily accepted.
Paul showed up and in seconds had every-
one’s attention with his enthusiasm and
knowledge. Paul is also out there, knocking on
doors, meeting as many people as he can,
communicating his vision to improve the sys-
tem. How refreshing!  As we all know the
DA’s office has being plagued with problems
for some time. Paul is the one candidate offer-
ing solutions to fix the problems in the office.
It is so good to see someone who can and will
make a difference. The Madera County Pros-
ecutors’ Association and Madera Police Offi-
cers’ Association have endorsed Paul. This
tells us that the people who know all of the
candidates put their trust in Paul. So I urge you
to join me and vote for Paul Hornick for DA.

Sonia Villas  Boas-Crane  
Oakhurst

Dear Editor:
Hi. As I am sure you know, the scouts are

now open to girls.  We will have our first girls'
Tiger Den starting this August when school
starts up. Tigers are first graders. Girls of all ages
are welcome to join Cub Scouting and Pack 119
is holding a recruiting night on May 31 at 6:30 -
7:30 at Webster.  I am the Tiger Den leader for
the girls.  The pack is based at Webster but is for
both Webster and Sierra View students. I would
think it would be great if there is anyway you
could get the word out about the recruiting drive
and anyone can go on line and register at any-
time also.  Thanks for your time and If I can an-
swer any questions feel free to ask.

John Martin
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Three candidates listed alphabetically:

Paul Hornick, David Linn, Sally Moreno.  All

three have military service.  We thank them for
their service.  All three are attorneys.  Defini-
tion of lawyer vs attorney: Lawyer is a general
term for a person who gives legal device and
aid and who conducts suits in court. An attor-
ney or, more correctly, an attorney-at-law, is a
member of the legal profession who represents
a client in court when pleading or defending a
case. In the US, attorney applies to any lawyer.
Definitely a requirement for the Madera
County District Attorney position.  My con-
cern is the apathy  shown by the voting public.
What I hear over and over is "my vote won't

count so why bother."
Every vote counts.
What is really important is not just voting

but being informed regarding the candidates
and choosing the best one for the job.  The Dis-
trict Attorney position is a job.  It requires
someone with knowledge of the system, man-
agement skills, personal skills, the ability to get
along with others, being not just good but great
at their job.  A passion for going above and be-
yond to prosecute and bring justice to each and
every court case. Justice is very key ... guilty
or not guilty.  I am saddened by our current in-
cumbent David Linn who was previously
voted in and was not able to do the job.  Now
he is running again.  He and his wife have filed
claims against Madera County for $15 million
dollars.  He is involved in allegations of inap-
propriate workplace behavior.  The allegations
accuse him of workplace harassment, discrim-
ination and abuse. To be in this position there
shouldn't be a shadow of a doubt in proper be-
havior.  The DA is there to uphold the law.  We
need someone strong and willing to go the dis-
tance.  This is an elected position.  A position
that the voters select someone to run the Dis-
trict Attorney's Office which not only means to
prosecute criminals but to ensure all the attor-
neys and support staff are doing their jobs as
well.  Paul Hornick has all the skills necessary
to excel as the Madera County District Attor-
ney.  He is passionate about his country, being a
professional at his job and is currently doing an
outstanding job at the Madera Co. District At-
torney's Office.  He is already working there,
knows the problems needing to be corrected and

Please see LETTERS on P. 18
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By Rich Lowry

Rod Rosenstein is doing a star turn
as principled defender of the law, but he's
performed abysmally as deputy attorney
general, and President Donald Trump
would be fully justified in firing him.

The leaked questions that special
counsel Robert Mueller wants to ask
Trump in a prospective deposition are, if
accurate, a sign that Mueller has spun out
of control on Rosenstein's watch.

The questions (drafted by Trump's
legal team after consultations with Mueller's
investigators) suggest a free-floating inves-
tigation of the president's motives, under-
taken by a subordinate of the president. This
is unlike any special counsel investigation
we've ever seen and represents a significant
distortion of our system.

Per the questions, Mueller wants to
know how Trump reacted to news stories
in The Washington Post. What he
thought of FBI Director James Comey
during the transition. How he feels about
his attorney general.

These questions grow out of an ob-
struction-of-justice probe centered, as far
as we can tell, on Trump's exercise of the
legitimate powers of the presidency.

What makes Mueller different is that
his predecessors were given the mission
of investigating specific alleged crimes.
As my National Review colleague An-
drew McCarthy has repeatedly pointed
out, Rod Rosenstein mentioned no crimes

in his initial order to Mueller, a violation
of the special counsel regulations.

This amorphous, wide-ranging guid-
ance appears to have allowed Mueller to
effortlessly slide from an amorphous,
wide-ranging investigation into Russian
meddling into an amorphous, wide-rang-
ing investigation into obstruction of jus-
tice. (Rosenstein followed up later with a
more specific memo to Mueller.)

Now, judging by the leaked ques-
tions, obstruction is the lion's share of
Mueller's work. Absent smoking guns
that we aren't aware of (always possible),
this is bizarre and disproportionate.

We now have an extensive obstruc-
tion investigation carried out by investi-
gators who haven't been obstructed.
There's been an intense focus, for in-
stance, on Trump's Oval Office discus-
sion with then-FBI Director Comey
about going easy on Michael Flynn. But
as Andy McCarthy also notes, no one
went easy on Flynn, who pled guilty to
lying to the FBI.

Regardless, current Justice Depart-
ment guidance says the president can't be
indicted. If Mueller takes heed, he is lim-
ited to indicting underlings and writing
reports on his findings, with Congress the
most important consumer.

This means Mueller is, in effect, the
lead investigative counsel for a prospective
House impeachment committee. It's an im-
portant position, just not one that should be
housed within the executive branch.

Who’s Botched the Mueller Probe?

“My fellow conservatives, let's
get the message

out loud and
clear. The

Washington
liberals and

the San
Francisco
Democrats

aren't extinct;
they're just in
hiding, waiting

for another
try.”

Rod Rosenstein is ultimately respon-
sible for the state of this investigation. On
the merits, he should be fired and re-
placed by someone willing to exercise
proper oversight of the special counsel.

A more practical lever would be to
push for Rosenstein to recuse himself. As
a party to the firing of James Comey, he
shouldn't be overseeing a probe in which
he's a witness.

To this point, the White House pos-
ture toward the Mueller investigation has
been to cooperate and hope it goes away,
when a root-and-branch legal and consti-
tutional challenge to Mueller's work is
now what's called for.

Surely, Mueller will want to ask
questions about such an effort, too -- be-
cause he's the unbounded investigatory
ombudsman of the Trump era.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.

© 2018 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Guest Editorial
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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I don’ t th ink I ’m alone in my
quest to have a l i t t le bi t of fun at
work . I t ’ s a job and I have to do
i t , bu t i f I can have a giggle here
or there then at leas t I won’ t fee l
l ike a piece of my soul i s dying
eve ry t ime I wa lk th rough the
door . My new favor i t e work
hobby i s rank ing the r id i cu lous
th ings peop le say to me on a
dai ly bas is . I ’m thinking of put -
t i ng a whi t eboa rd up in my of -
f ice so I can keep a running tab
of the bes t examples . Unt i l then ,
however , I ’ l l j u s t l eave the top
f ive r ight here .

Number 5: “We have to
emuls i f ica te the numbers .”

Do you know someone who
loves to show
of f the i r vas t
and expans ive
vocabu la ry to
any and a l l
wi th in ea r sho t ,
on ly they don’ t
seem to know
wha t those
fancy words
mean? Yeah ,
tha t ’ s my co-
worke r . To be
hones t , I ’m
s t i l l no t 100
percen t su re
what she meant
by emuls i fy ing
the numbers
and by the
looks on the
faces o f eve ryone e l se in tha t
mee t ing , I wasn’ t the on ly one .
Usual ly I can f igure out what she
means th rough con tex t , bu t in
th i s case i t wen t ove r my head .
What ’ s sad i s tha t we are a l l so
used to i t now tha t we shrug i t
of f and move on. Next t ime I am
going to take my Dad’s adv ice
and te l l her tha t her informat ion
is invener ia l . My only concern is
tha t she wi l l l i ke ly add tha t
“word” in to her regular ro ta t ion
of malapropisms. I don’ t know if
I want to be respons ib le for tha t .

Number 4: “Why can’t you
jus t pay me what I say I work;
why does the c l ient have to con-
f i rm i t?”

This gem came to me v ia a
phone ca l l f rom a young man
who was miss ing some hours on

Top 5 Dumbererist List

h i s paycheck . He missed a few
t ime punches and when to ld he
had to come in and p ick up a
pape r t ime ca rd to f i l l ou t and
have h i s c l i en t s ign , he jus t
cou ldn’ t f igu re ou t why we
wouldn’ t take him at h is word .

Fraud .
F raud , my

s imple l i t t l e
f r i end , i s why
we can’ t ju s t
t ake you a t
your word .
Need les s to
say , h i s hes i -
t ance to have
h i s hour s ve r i -
f i ed ra i sed
some spa rk ly
red f l ags and
the resu l t i ng
i n v e s t i g a t i o n
proved he was-
n ’ t c lock ing
because –
queue a gasp –
he wasn’ t ac tu-
a l ly work ing

wi th the c l i en t . So r t o f ha rd to
provide in-home caregiving serv-
i ces i f you a re no t in the home
ac tua l ly ca r ing fo r the c l i en t .
S t range , I know.

Number 3: “Why does the
c l ient have to be home for me to
prov ide serv ices?”

I could make th is s tuf f up i f
I wan ted to , bu t the t ru th i s so
much more r id icu lous and enter -
t a in ing . You wouldn’ t th ink I
would have to expla in th is to so
many of our ca reg ive r s , bu t the
sad fac t i s tha t I have th i s con-
ve r sa t ion seve ra l t imes each
month . The program is ca l l ed
“se rv ices a t home” because we
are requ i red to prov ide se rv ices
to the cl ient while the cl ient is in

H a v e y o u e v e r h e a rd
s o m e t h i n g s o r i d i c u l o u s
t h a t y o u j u s t k n o w t h a t t h e
m o m e n t i t h i t y o u r e a r s
y o u r f a c e c o n t o r t e d i n a
l o o k t h a t t o l d t h e w o r l d
y o u h a v e o f f i c i a l l y f o u n d
t h e d u m b e s t p e r s o n o n t h e
p l a n e t a n d w e m u s t i m m e -
d i a t e l y d i s s e c t h i m a n d
s t u d y h o w h i s b r a i n m a n -
a g e s t o a l l o w h i m t o w a l k
a n d t a l k b u t n o t a c t u a l l y
t h i n k ?

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

5/18

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12
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h i s o r he r home . I know tha t ’ s a
compl i ca t ed concep t bu t wi thou t
those two key poin ts the program
would jus t be ca l led “do whatever
you want to do wherever you want
to do i t and we’ l l s end you a
check jus t for be ing you.” Despi te
l ibe ra l a t t empt s to make th i s a
th ing , i t ’ s ju s t no t p ro f i t ab le o r
sus ta inable .

Number 2: “Af ter David .”
Let me se t the scene . A young

gir l ca l ls in and wants to know the
s t a tus o f a compla in t she made
about one of the in te rna l employ-
ees . She sa id she was upse t wi th
the way he was schedul ing so she
came down to the off ice and f i l led
ou t an Af te r Dav id . Af t e r poor ly
cove r ing up my snor t ing laugh
wi th an obv ious ly fake cough , I
a sked he r i f she remembered to
whom she turned in her af f idavi t .
I spoke s lowly and c lea r ly and
over ly pronounced the word to the
poin t tha t anyone else would have
probab ly been of fended . She to ld
me she turned in her Af te r David
to the women wi th the cur ly black
ha i r . Th i s wen t back and fo r th a
few t imes and has l e f t me thor -

oughly convinced she th inks I ’m a
rag ing moron who doesn ’ t know
what an After David is .

Number 1: “He’s my dad and
he’s go ing to d ie soon – I ’m
going to take him to the nudie bar
anyway; what does i t mat t e r i f I
do i t dur ing my shi f t?”

Have you ever heard something
so r id icu lous tha t you jus t know
tha t the moment i t h i t your ears
your face contor ted in a look that
to ld the world you have off ic ia l ly
found the dumbes t person on the
p lane t and we mus t immedia te ly
d i ssec t h im and s tudy how his
bra in manages to a l low him to
walk and ta lk bu t no t ac tua l ly
th ink? Tha t was my face . There
was no hid ing i t . There was no
cover ing i t up . I s t a red a t h im
s i len t ly and bl inked for a few
beats hoping he was going to laugh
and te l l me he was jus t kidding.

He was being ser ious .
No , man . The taxpaye r s wi l l

no t pay fo r you and your Dad to
ge t your jo l l i e s a t the s t r ip c lub .
Tha t does no t sa t i s fy the “a t
home” por t ion of the “serv ices a t
home” c reed , no r a re those the
k ind of se rv ices the s ta te i s wi l l -
ing to re imburse us to provide .

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.5/
18
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Choose Chocolate

by Jean Briner
Growing up, every year on our birth-

day we got our choice of a cake. The only
two I can remember was my brother
George’s and mine. George always got a
banana nut layered cake with whipped
cream on the top and between the two
layers, with sliced bananas on top of the
whipped cream. I used to have the cake
plate mama always served it on and was
going to give it to him but before I could,
guess who dropped it and broke it into a
million pieces? Sorry, George. My fa-
vorite cake growing up was a plain old
white cake baked in a 9 x 13 baking dish
and thick dark, dark chocolate frosting.
Our mom didn’t care much for anything
chocolate. She hated chocolate ice cream.
I used to tease her when she made choco-
late frosting that she only waved the
cocoa can over the bowl as there would-
n’t be much chocolate in the frosting. My
sister Maxine used to work for Pacific
Bell (before AT&T) and they would get
See’s candy at an incredible discount for
Mother’s Day and
Christmas. Mama
would get a couple
of boxes, eat a cou-
ple of pieces and
the rest would go
into her freezer.
Months later there
would still be
See’s candy in the
freezer.

Recently I had
to have one of my
appliances worked
on, so I called Jim. I’ve known Jim for
somewhere between 20 and 25 years. We
are both diabetics, his is worse than
mine, but while he was here we were
talking about the things we couldn’t eat.
Jim said he wanted a platter full of Bar-
bara Bush’s Chocolate Chip cookies and
a big bowl of real ice cream for his last
supper. He described the cookies as not
your old ordinary chocolate chip cook-
ies; these had oatmeal, pecans and co-
conut in them. So, after he left, I looked
these cookies up. Barbara Bush has a fa-
vorite cookie but wasn’t as Jim had de-
scribed. Just as I was getting ready to go
somewhere else, I happened to see Laura
Bush has a chocolate chip recipe and that
was the one Jim had described. Laura’s
are called Cowboy Cookies. Jim had the
correct family, just the wrong First Lady.
Barbara was our 41st First Lady and
Laura our 43rd First Lady.

Laura Bush’s Cowboy Cookies

3 C all-purpose flour
1 T baking powder
1 T baking soda
1 T ground cinnamon
1 tsp. salt
1 1/2 C butter (room temperature)
1 1/2 C granulated sugar
1 1/2 C packed light brown sugar
3 large eggs
1 T vanilla
3 C semisweet chocolate chips
3 C old fashioned rolled oats
2 C sweetened flake coconut
2 C chopped pecans
Preheat oven to 350.
Mix flour, baking powder, baking

soda, cinnamon, and salt in bowl. In
large bowl, beat butter on medium speed
until smooth and creamy, about one
minute. Gradually beat in sugars, beat to

combine, about 2
minutes. Add eggs,
one at a time, beat-
ing after each. Beat
in vanilla. Stir in
flour mixture until
just combined.
Add chocolate
chips, oats, co-
conut and pecans.
For each cookie,
drop ¼ cup dough
onto ungreased
baking sheets,

spacing 3 inches apart. Bake for 17 to 19
minutes, until edges are lightly browned,
rotate sheets halfway through. Do not
over bake. Remove cookies to rack to
cool. Makes about 3 dozen cookies.

I have a recipe for a chocolate
dessert that when you put it in the oven it
looks like a cake, but when it is baked,
there is cake on the top but dark fudge
pudding on the bottom – very decadent!
When I saw this recipe, I thought how
much more decadent can this get?

Chocolate Poke Cake
Chocolate Cake
1 15.25 oz. Devil’s Food chocolate

cake mix, plus ingredients listed on box
1 can sweetened condensed milk
1 C semisweet chocolate chips
Chocolate Whipped Cream Topping
2 C heavy whipping cream
½ C powdered sugar

Click on “Local News” at

Our mom didn’t care much for
anything chocolate ... I used to
tease her when she made choco-
late frosting that she only waved
the cocoa can over the bowl as
there wouldn’t be much chocolate
in the frosting.

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.
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645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at
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Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
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37357 AVE. 12
MADERA RANCHOS
next to LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
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¼ C plus 2 T. cocoa
½ tsp. vanilla extract
Mini chocolate chips
Heat oven according to box direc-

tions.
Bake cake according to box direction

in a 9x13 cake pan.
Once cake comes out of the oven,

using handle of wooden spoon, poke holes
all over top of the cake.

Place sweetened condensed milk and
chocolate chips in a microwave safe bowl.
Microwave for about 30 seconds to one
minute. Whisk until smooth, microwaving
more if necessary to melt the chocolate.

Pour chocolate mixture over the cake
and spread to fill in holes. Set cake aside to
cool, about an hour, then refrigerate until
completely cooled.

Whip heavy cream until it begins to
thicken. Add powdered sugar, cocoa and
vanilla and whip until stiff peaks form.
Spread whipped topping evenly over
cooled cake. Sprinkle mini chocolate chips
over cake and drizzle with chocolate sauce.

Refrigerate until ready to serve.
Have you ever wanted a piece of

chocolate cake and just couldn’t justify
making a whole cake? I found this recipe
and thought about making it but was afraid

if I liked it, I would get addicted. I went
ahead and made it, but I didn’t eat the
whole thing – HONEST! Not to say I did-
n’t want to.

Chocolate Cake in a Mug
3 T all-purpose flour
3 T sugar
2 T cocoa powder
¼ tsp. baking powder
Pinch of salt
3 T milk
3 T vegetable oil
Splash of vanilla extract
3 T chocolate chips
Put the flour, sugar, cocoa powder,

baking powder and salt in a 12-ounce mi-
crowave-safe ceramic mug. Blend thor-
oughly with a fork. Add the milk,
vegetable oil and vanilla and blend until
smooth. Stir in chocolate chips. Mi-
crowave on high for 90 seconds. Do not
overcook or the cake will be dry. Let cool
for two or three minutes before eating. Be
sure to use a cup large enough or you will
have a mess in your microwave. If you are
like me, I don’t enjoy cleaning up a messy
microwave. This recipe is so simple – no
hot oven, or heavy mixing – you could let
the kids (or grandkids) make this cake. If
you have a can of whipping cream in the
refrigerator or some vanilla ice cream in
the freezer, it makes it even better.
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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Click on “Local News” at

GarageBand

What do The Beatles, Google and old text

books have in common?They all spent time in a

garage.TheBeatlesandGooglemovedoutandup

in theworld, but those old text books?Well, they

mightstillbelurkinginacornerofyourgarage.Even

if you’re able to squeeze in a car or two, now’s a

good time to purge andorganize.Whoknows? If

you create enough space, your garagemight birth

thenextAmericanIdolorabillion-dollarcompany.

Schedule a couple days back to back, espe-

ciallyifthereareunmarkedboxesfromthreemoves

ago.Thisgivesyouabetterchanceofnotgivingup

half-waythrough.Workwiththegoalofcomplet-

ingthepurgeprocessondayoneandorganizingon

day two.Recruit somemuscle and support to seal

yoursuccess.

Day1–PURGEANDSORT
Setup.Pulloutyourtrashandrecyclecans.If

you’re likely to find a lot of unusable andunrecy-

clable items, consider rentinganadditionaldump-

sterfromyourwastedisposalcompany.

Labelboxesfordonateorsell.Scheduleapick-

upfordonationsorplanyouryardsalefor thenext

weekend,sothoseitemsdon’thaveachancetoin-

corporatethemselvesbackintothegarage.

Determine thecategoriesof stuffyou’llwant

tokeep.Forinstance:yardcare,tools,paintsupplies,

carcaresupplies,petsupplies,sportsequipment,sea-

sonaldécor,campinggear,luggage,etc.Laytarpsor

old sheets on the driveway for sorting onto. Tape

signsonthemsothecategoriesareclearlydefined.

Haveoneboxfortherandom,“Ihavenoidea

whatthisis,butit lookslikeitmightbeimportant.”

Aftertheprojectiscomplete,closeanddatethebox

for 6-12months out. Toss or donate anything that

wasn’tpulledoutandusedbythatdate.

Alsocreatea“take into thehouse”container.

Keepinmindyou’llhavetofindhomesforevery-

thingthatcomesintothehouse,sobecautiousabout

howmuchyouaddtothatbox.Thingsthatshould

go into the house include photos, paint (keep just

enoughfortouch-upsinalabeledjar),papergoods,

andfood.

Chooseone sideof thegarageandbegin the

purgeandsortprocess.Thismeanspickingupeach

itemandsortingitintotrash,recycle,donate,sell,or

oneof thesaveor relocatecategories.The tempta-

tionwill be to defer decisions by putting things to

theside.DON’TDOIT!Makethehardchoices.If

youmustcreatea“thinkaboutit”box,giveitanex-

piration date like the “no idea” box and donate or

sellwhat’sleftattheappropriatetime.

Makesureyouhavewater,snacksandsome

energy-boostingtunesplayingtokeepyoumoving.

Takebreaksasneededsoyoudon’tburnout.When

the sorting/purging is complete, clean the insideof

thegarage soyou’re ready forDay2.Pull in your

tarps/sheetsforthenight,keepingyourlabeledcat-

egoriesintact.

DAY2–ORGANIZE
Ifyouwantyourgaragetohaveauniformlook,

considerpurchasingbinsbeforeyoubegin.Youcan

alwaysreturntheonesyoudon’tuse.IliketheClear

Stack3-pack45-quart bins fromCostco.Their size

and shapemake themeasy tohandle.You’ll likely

needafewlargeronesaswell.Ifyou’redoingagood

jobpurgingandemptyinganumberofyourownbins,

youcanusethoseforstoringwhatyoukeepinstead

ofbuyingnew.Avoidusingcardboardboxes.They

don’tprotecttheircontentsandarevulnerabletobugs

androdents.

Referbacktoyourdesignatedcategorieswhen

containerizing. For example, your “PAINTSUP-

PLIES” binmay store your paint brushes, rollers,

maskingtape, trays, trayliners,stirrers,dropcloths,

etc.

Shelving is a must for easy access to bins.

Closedcabinetskeep thingsabit cleaner,butopen

shelvingworkswell too.Make sure youmeasure

andassembleyourshelvessothat theyaccommo-

dateyourbinsize.Placebinstogetheronshelvingac-

cording to their categories.Use themiddle shelves

forbinsyouusemost.Forrarelyuseditemsandsea-

sonalstorage,considersturdyshelvesthatmountto

theceiling.

Noteverythingisbestsuitedforbins.Createa

homefortoolsinanorganizedtoolboxoronapeg

board.Youcandesignatewhatgoeswherebyout-

liningeach toolonce it’shung.Youcanalsousea

magnetic strip tohangyour frequentlyusedscrew

drivers,pliers,measuringtape,etc.

Wall-mounted track-based systemsaregreat

forhangingeverythingfromladders,bikesandgar-

den tools, to extension cords, fishing supplies and

wheelbarrows.Attachments include shelves, bas-

kets,hooksandspecialtycontainersforsportsequip-

ment. The attachments can be easily changed to

adjusttoyourfamily’sneeds.

Nowthatyou’veclearedspace,mapoutdes-

ignatedparkingforkids’bikes,wagonsandscoot-

ersusingcoloredduct tapeon the floor.Toensure

youparkyourcarscorrectly,hangatennisballfrom

theceiling.Place it so it touches the center of your

windshieldwhenyou’reintherightspot.Orifyou’d

rather, you can leave the cars out, and set up your

drumsetforbandpractice.Maybeyou’llbethenext

Ringo!

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You can
also visit www. organizedbychoice.com.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Snoring can be a symptom of Obstructive Sleep Apnea

(OSA) and lead to:

Headaches • Poor Concentration • Daytime Sleepiness
Sexual Dysfunction • Weight Gain • Type ll Diabetes

Hypertension • Stroke • Cardiovascular Disease • Cancer
If youor a lovedonesuffer fromsnoring

or OSA, or wear a CPAP machine,

contactouroffice formore informationon

FDA-approved oral sleep appliances

which give you a good night’s sleep

without the discomfort of CPAP,

surgery or drugs. In most cases they

are covered by medical insurance.

559-645-5320
www.ranchosdental.net

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

5
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8

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

5/18
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By Jennifer Laughlin

SEMCU’s focus is on water conservation
and building a sustainable future. As many of you
know, water is an urgent issue in the region. Even
after one of the wettest winters in early 2017, and
the State of California lifting the Drought State of
Emergency, Madera is still extremely vulnerable
to shortagesand thecrisis still ensues.Even though
the county relaxed water rules last year, don’t let
that relax your views on water availability. The
long-term outlook is very worrisome. SEMCU is
trying to raise awareness but this is also, admit-
tedly, a not-so-subtle effort to encourage you to

5/
18

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 5/
18

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

take advantage of the benefits SEMCU of-
fers and join us.

I have just recently become involved
with SEMCU and have been impressed by
the dedication to the community and
tremendous efforts toward water conserva-
tion. I had the pleasure of meeting many
residents and locals at the Flatlander’s Day
Parade and Craft Fair on May 12. It was a
fun day and SEMCU had two floats that
hopefully sparked some interest. SEMCU
also had a booth that saw a lot of activity.
Weappreciate the timemanyofyou took to
stop by, have a chat and learn a bit more.

As we shared with those who came to
our booth, SEMCU has received several
grants for the benefit of the community.
The grants SEMCU is managing for you
include free dry well installation for quali-
fied properties; reimbursements for energy
efficient appliances and water meters; and
free low-flow equipment for showers and
faucets. We have other grants in the
pipeline and we will keep you updated.

Not only do we want to keep you up-
dated but we want you all involved too. We
want your ideas and we are interested in
your concerns, and SEMCU wants to get
these benefits to the community. To do so,
we need the community. We ask qualified
communitymembers tohelpusmanage the
hundreds of thousands of dollars in grant
money and we need eligible community
members to take advantage of that money.
Lastly, we just want to get to know you.

SEMCU meetings are held at 6 p.m.
on the third Monday of each month at the
Madera Ranchos Pizza Factory at 37184
Ave.12 in the Madera Ranchos. Come a
grab a slice on us and join in the conversa-
tions. All are welcome.

There are many ways to follow
SEMCU. You may “friend” us on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/semcu.page,
or like our public page at www.face-
book.com/South-East-Madera-County-
United-535841709813870. Check out our
website at www.semcu.org as well. If you
would like information on any of our pro-
grams or would like to join our email list,
you may contact us at info@semcu.org or
give us a call at 559-363-9095. We look
forward to hearing from you.

The SEMCU area covers all of south-
eastern Madera County with boundaries on
the north provided by Highway145, on the
south by the San Joaquin River, on the east
by Highway 41, and on the west by the
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway
tracks where it intersects with Avenue 32
½. SEMCU is a 501(c)(3) non-profit char-
ity that seeks grant-funding for community
projects.The"SEMCUFoundation"makes
donations to, and sponsors, activities in and
for the community.



Click on “Local News” at

Page 12

THANK YOU Madera Ranchos
for another successful

Annual Flatlanders Day Parade!

... and a BIG THANK YOU to this year’s
Flatlanders Day Parade Sponsors!

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always the second
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on
June 13 and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

CHAD’S TRUCKING
CHRISTI’S PLACE

DR. C.C. MASSETTI
GOLDEN VALLEY UNIFIED

SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOW & AGAIN THRIFT

& GIFT SHOP
PISTORESI AMBULANCE

RANCHOS PIZZA FACTORY
RANCHOS CAFÉ
SALLY MORENO

SEMCU
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
Extra Thanks to Mark Toole for his trailer; Hurst Hardware
for wood railings and caution tape; S&J Lumber for stakes;
Don Foster for his sound system; SEMCU for its donation;

Liberty High FFA for our scoopers; and our Judges.

5/18

FIREWORKS
for the 4th of July

Get your

Support your local Chamber and Library at the Maywood Center booth
June 30 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire

By Jerrica Edmundson

This month at the library we finally got to
celebrate Flatlander’s Day with everyone and
commemorateitwithour28thAnnualCraftFair
to accompany the Chamber’s parade. This was
myfirstyearorganizingthisbutI’mgladtosayit
was worth the effort when it all came together.
Nowthatthebigeventhascomeandgone,weget
to look straight ahead to our Summer Reading
Program this year and do everything we can to
give the local kids and teens something fun and
educationaltolookforwardtothissummer,start-
ingonJune21withlocalauthorSteveRileykick-
ing it all off with us. Flyers with the whole
summer lineup are available in the library, and

posts will be made to the
Facebookpagewithmore
details.

Now that we’ve
gotten theeventsoutof
the way, let’s check
what’s on the librar-
ian’s shelf this
month:

Jerrica’sShelf:
TimelinebyMichaelCrichton

This is a revisit for me of a classic that I
love, and definitely changes the pace for my
reading as it goes away from high fantasy, in a
way. Michael Crichton is a fantastic suspense
and action author, and this book is definitely
true to form in that it mixes suspense, science
fiction and real-world scenarios in a way to
make it just believable enough to have fun
imagining that it could reallyhappen.Thisbook
revolves around a team of archaeologists and
historians that stumble upon a shocking dis-
coveryat adig site: amoderneyeglass lens that
matches perfectly with one of their own pair of
glasses and a handwritten message in modern
English.

They are swept up into a scientific world
where theyhavedevelopedawayto travelback
in time to investigate justhowthisanachronism
could happen, while risking their lives of
course. They end up finding their way back to
medieval France and have to survive not only
the trips there and back, but also the time there
—andtheyarehaving issues fitting in just right.

All in all, this is an action-packed book
that teeters on the line between science fiction
and action in a way that I find to be exciting
and fun to read.

The Bookshelf

Goodbye Flatlanders, Hello Reading

American Legion
Hosts Army Ball

On June 14, the U.S. Army turns 243
years old and to celebrate, the Fresno
American Legion Post #509 is having a din-
ner-dance open to all members of the
United States military and the general pub-
lic as well.

The dinner - dance is scheduled for
Saturday, June 16 from 5 to 11 p.m. and
will be held at the American Legion Hall at
3509 N. First St. in Fresno, just north of
Shields Ave. Tickets are available for $35
per couple or $25 for singles and only 300
tickets will be available. Reservations have
to be made by May 31. Call 559-224-0522
for more information about the food, prizes,
music and no-host bar.
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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Senior Report

When does Summer Begin? Seniors Know
By Margaret Tynan

Well, here we are approaching June and
summer. Idida little readingtoanswer theques-
tion, “When does summer begin?” There are
twodifferentdatesdependingonwhichmethod
one uses, meteorological or astrological. Mete-
orological summer begins on June 1 through
August31,butmanypeopleconsiderJune21,or
theSummerSolstice,as thefirstdayofsummer.
ThisyearSummerSolsticebeginsintheMadera
Ranchos on June 21 at 3:07 a.m. PDT. No mat-
ter which way you think of summer, be sure to
include the activities at the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
ior Center as you plan your June calendar.

OnSaturday,June2themonthlyBakeand
Boutique and
the Treasure
House sale will
be held from 8
a.m. to noon.

Join the 10
a.m. stretching
and strength
building exer-
cise group that
meets at the
Center every
M o n d a y
Wednesday and
Friday. The
potluck and game evenings continue to be held
everyThursdaybeginningat6p.m. through the
summer. Bring your table service and a dish to
share.

A fun afternoon event of Bunco will be
held Saturday, June 23 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the
Center. An auction of great prizes will also be
held at the event. Community members are in-
vited but be sure to get your tickets early at the
Center (37330 Berkshire Dr., phone 645-4864)
as they are limited. Bring light finger snacks to
share. We hope to see you there.

Do you have an art or craft you would like
to learn or to show us how to do? We’d love to
haveyou joinus.Center andcommunitymem-
bers meet over coffee on various Tuesday and

Thursday mornings beginning at 9:15 a.m. to
learn how to make very interesting and enjoy-
able projects. Past sessions include decorated
sweatshirts, various paper crafts, loom hats and
handkerchief dolls, to name a few. If you
would like to host a project, there are time slots
available on Tuesday and Thursday mornings
from 9:15 to 10:45 a.m. Give the Center a call
for more information.

Deborah Konkle has hosted and partici-
pated in the arts and crafts group and is a re-
turning member after some time away.
Deborah’s mother was one of the first mem-
bers of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors in the 90s.
She recalls driving her mother to meetings
held at Fresno’s Woodward Park in those

early days. She
has lived in the
Ranchos for
over 30 years
and has two
children and
seven grand-
children. Wel-
come back
Deborah.

If you
have ever
thought about
writing but just
haven’t gotten

around to it, then you are not alone. I’m one
of those who wants to write but needs a group
for encouragement. So, I am starting a peer-
led writing group for the four Mondays in
June (June 4, 11, 18 and 25 from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m.). Those who are interested will meet at
the Center on Monday, June 4, at 3:30 p.m.
to get started. Some materials and informa-
tion on peer writing group structure will be
provided. Bring a notebook and pen. This is
an opportunity to write memories and stories
from life to share with your family or maybe
write that short story or start that novel that
you have inside just waiting to be put to paper.
Call or come into the Center to sign up. We
hope you will join us.

A crafts session at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center pro-
duces handkerchief dolls for “Operation Christmas Child”
from the able hands of, from left, Helen Lowell, Eva McAtee,
Bonnie Elia, Jo Chase and Sue Dobbs.
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Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

5/18

TriEase Softgels were
developed to protect against
seasonal and environmental
elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system

when needed most.

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon
645-4948 or 430-7131call
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Locally owned and operated
37082 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93636

559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com

Hello 93636,
I was very glad to meet so many of you

that came by my Flatlander's Day booth Sat-
urday, May 12 and introduced yourselves. I
very much enjoyed my time answering
questions and demonstrating some of my in-
dustry’s new school technology. It was es-
pecially fun explaining to the "Do It
Yourselfers" crowd what the humps, bumps
and wiggles of some automotive waveforms
represent. I enjoyed watching their facial
expressions change as they understood and
the little grin that implied, “You’re cheat-
ing; this is too easy.” Thanks again 93636
for all your support.

Well, it's hard to believe three years
passed so quickly. To the best of my recol-
lection, this is the 37th article of the "In
Good Hands with Warren Parr" automotive
column. It's always been my intent to in-
form and educate readers about advance-
ments in automotive technology so that you
may make informed decisions with regard
to the repair and maintenance of your vehi-
cles. Normally, I like to be upbeat and share
interesting things that happen in the shop
during the normal day-to-day happenings.
This article will depart from that tradition as
I'm currently very concerned and disap-
pointed about the health and future of my
industry.

Seven years ago, my son resigned and
left our company for employment with the
California Department of Corrections. At
that time, it was very difficult to find his re-
placement. After weeks of searching I set-
tled on a young man with a strong aptitude
and work ethic.

After seven years of investment in his
education and training, he also became a top
tier technician. Well, Fresno City College
came a calling. He too resigned and left the
business for opportunities in the public ed-
ucation industry.

I've been looking for his replacement
for the past five weeks but I have not found
a single applicant with the skill set I want.
The closest I've found are technicians in the
50- to 60-year-old range who will all to soon
be eligible for retirement and I'd have start
the search process all over again. I'm look-
ing for young talent to invest in and train
who will help me elevate my company and
my industry to the next level, but I can't find
that individual.

Currently, the average age of an auto-

Questioning the Future

motive technician in the United States is
52 years of age. Young people are not en-
tering the automotive repair industry in
sufficient numbers to replace retirees. My
industry is experiencing a significant
shortage of qualified technicians.

I believe the problem is largely the
consequence of the systematic elimination
of vocational education opportunities
from the public schools. The programs
that remain are “old school” and outdated.

The automobile is by far the most
complex and most sophisticated piece of
technology that we interact with on a daily
basis. The primary reason for that com-
plexity is the implementation of increased
fuel economy and air quality standards.
By 2040, Europe will ban the sale of all
fossil fuel vehicles. As my industry races
rapidly toward the all-electric, self-driving
vehicle, the nature of my industry will
change. Last week I performed an all-sys-
tems module scan on an ordinary, average
vehicle. I counted 33 modules reported.
The modern vehicle is a series of com-
puters and processors networked together
bolted onto four wheels. From where will
the talent come that will be needed to di-
agnosis and repair these systems?

Last month I too was recruited to
teach an automotive emissions class at
Fresno City College. As part of my due
process, I decided to sit in and observe the
class.

Part one of the lesson plan was very
basic and simple. It was designed to teach
the students how to successfully prepare
and place a vehicle onto the dynamometer
for a proper Acceleration Simulation
Mode (ASM) emissions test. No concerns
here; I perform this procedure many times
every day.

Part two of the lesson plan concerned
the chemistry, formation and diagnostic
of the unwanted tailpipe emission, oxides
of nitrogen (NOx). NOx is the component
of tailpipe emissions that turns the air into
brown smog. The instructor explained the
relationship between air/fuel ratios and
NOx formation. During the presentation
he only briefly mentioned lambda. Where
did he find this curriculum, in a time cap-
sule?

This is what I learned 20 years ago.
We've moved on. I've been exclusively
using the lambda calculation process the
past 10 years as the first line of defense
when battling a NOx or any emission
problem. It's as though the past 20 years of
emissions research and advancements in
science and technology never happened.

At the break I asked the instructor
from which edition he was teaching and
when it was last revised. I was unprepared
for his answer: The curriculum was de-

veloped by the California Bureau of Automo-
tive Repair and is the most current edition. All
students are required to take and pass the
course in order to obtain a California Smog In-

spector License. OH MY GOSH!
Why is air/fuel ratio still being taught? It's
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976
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36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!
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“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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very ambiguous, complicated and doesn't pro-
vide a process to calculate the ACTUAL
air/fuel ratio. Lambda is much easier and
much more accurate. The curriculum being
taught in California's public community col-
leges is outdated and just plan misleading.
These students will need to be retrained when,
and if, they actually pass the test to become a
licensed California emissions diagnostic and
repair technician. I cannot in good conscience
teach this curriculum. I told the instructor I
would reconsider if the curriculum is revised
and updated. I'm still waiting for the call.

Last year I received an email from a
well-known national automotive industry co-
operation. I had been nominated by one of
my instructors for a position on a newly
formed national automotive advisory com-
mittee. Our charge was to evaluate the com-
pany’s current and proposed course
curriculum and provide input and direction
concerning future instructional and training
needs of our industry. Last October I flew to
Denver for our first meeting. The common
denominator with all 10 members was we
were all heavily involved in our local public
education system, strong supporters of Ca-
reer Vocational Training and invested in new
school automotive technology. WOW; a
room of people just like me.

Committee members came from as far

east as Florida, as far north as Illinois and as
far south as New Mexico. I was the only
member from west of the Rocky Mountains.
At some point it was revealed that the co-op-
eration was in the process of creating a mag-
net charter school in Colorado. The school is
modeled after the European model and will
bypass the regular public school system. The
school will be a fully accredited, six-year
school (grades 8-14) in which students have
the opportunity to graduate with an accredited
automotive degree. If successful, the co-op-
eration would in effect franchise the model
throughout the United States.

We were asked to consult on the cur-
riculum and program designed to successfully
transition introductory level students into
qualified and employable automotive techni-
cians in six years. I fully support the co-oper-
ation’s vision, investment, tenacity and
courage. If the public school system will not
do it, someone from our industry needs to.

All right guys, that's all for today. As al-
ways, looking for interesting and informative
automotive topics to write about. If you have
any suggestions, recommendations or any
general or specific questions about the auto-
motive industry or a vehicle, please contact
me at complete_car_care@hotmail.com or
text me at 907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636

Warren Parr

HANDS cont. from P. 16
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Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
both cont inuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Repair
Maintenance. 12 years working in
the area . * * N E W P H O N E N U M -
B E R : 5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 * *

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048.

Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-

ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

is definitely the candidate to make this the best
District Attorney's Office. As for Sally Orme
Moreno, she lives inMaderabutchooses towork
in Fresno. She worked in the Madera District
Attorney's Office once upon a time but chose to
leave when it got tough. Is she running because
she will personally get something out of being
the District Attorney or is she running because
she really wants to help Madera County? We
needsomeone that isbehindMaderaCounty100
percent and will stay through thick and thin.
Please do your research and vote.

Becky Gribble
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
I would like to say a word in favor of Paul

Hornick , Candidate for Madera County District
Attorney. Paul personally came to our door. He
was very polite, explained his position on poli-
tics and his plan of action for the County of
Madera. He left us with a positive feeling that
there is a better way of handling crime, prose-
cuting cases that matter and seeing the District
Attorney’s Office work as a collective team
under his leadership.

Wewerealsovisitedby theothercandidate,
SallyMoreno,whomdidnotpresentaclearplan
of action as Paul Hornick had presented. Paul

Hornick has been endorsed by his peers: the
Madera Police Officer’s Association and the
Madera County Prosecutor’s Association. This
is an important aspect to consider when voting
for thenextDistrictAttorneyforMaderaCounty.
Knowing that under Paul Hornick’s leadership,
the associations that work directly with the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office to fight crime will work
well together, as a team to prosecute offenders.

We decided our vote was going to Paul
Hornick back in April. He is the kind of person
we need who will make us proud to say that we
live in Madera!

Sincerely,

Debbie Wyant
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Since moving to Madera County 2 years

ago, we learned how outdated law enforcement
-- particularly in the DA's office is. After at-
tending the Town Halls and speaking with each
candidate, we are very pleased to support Paul
Hornick for the District Attorney for Madera
County. Madera County needs a fresh start,
Mr. Hornick is the best candidate to lead with
alternate fresh solutions with integrity that will
provide better results for today's issues.

Todd & Debbie Jackson
Coarsegold

LETTERS cont. from P. 4
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 5/18

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 5/18

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

5/
18

5/
18

ByBettyVanValkenburg

So, you’re sitting at your kitchen table
with your voting packet in one hand and mail-
in ballot in the other, wondering how to make
sense of them. Is it that time again?

Some voting recommendations may be of
help. While studying candidates and proposi-
tions, I checked the voting guides of some con-
servative organizations looking for consensus.
A few recommendations based on my research
are listed below and offered with the expecta-
tion that you will of course use your own good
judgement.

In that vein, I recommend two excellent
resource sites:

1. On VoteSmart.org, you can search any
elected official’s name to find his or her voting
record, biography and funding sources, plus
very helpful ratings from many organizations
devoted to special interests such as taxes and
spending, defense, abortion, gun rights and
more. Or you can merely enter your zip code to

find every federal, state, county and city elected
official who represents you. Just before elec-
tions, as now, candidates for each position are
listed as well.

2. Ballotpedia.com bills itself as a non-
partisan online political encyclopedia covering
federal, state, and local politics, elections, and
public policy; and it is a wealth of information.

Election Integrity Project
Most importantly, let me recommend the

Election Integrity Project California (EIPCa)
which is dedicated to assuring that every
legally cast vote is properly counted and re-
ported. EIPCa representatives assist citizen
groups as well as political and business organ-
izations on a non-partisan basis in their efforts
to assure integrity in the voting process.

EIPCa educates volunteers and trains
them to be capable, non-partisan and non-in-
trusive observers of the election-day voting
process; and it has become a leader in uncov-
ering and combatting election fraud and abuse.
I’ve had the privilege to observe several elec-
tions at various precinct locations, and it’s been
eye opening. Please check out their informa-
tion-packed website at ElectionIntegrityPro-
ject.com and consider signing up to become a
trained poll observer – if not for June 5th, then
for the November general election.

What I’ve learned through research and
observation is that California’s election process
stinks!

First and foremost, there really is no pos-

itive identification required for registration and
voting. None, nada, zilch! The voter registra-
tion form does not require a Social Security or
driver’s license number, and the address can be
a description such as “the corner of Fifth and
Main.” After registering, a first-time voter
“may” be asked to show proof of identification
“or” residency, such as a PG&E bill with a
name on it. That’s it, folks.

Protect Your Vote
Vote-by-mail ballots are not secret. Your

name and address are on the return envelope.
Vote in person, not by mail. You can sur-

render your vote-by-mail ballot, in its enve-
lope, to precinct workers on election day. They
are to nullify your vote-by-mail ballot and give
you a regular ballot which you can then mark
in the privacy of a booth and drop in the box.
If they don’t know this procedure, have them
check with the county elections office.

Vote at your precinct as early in the day as
possible. Remember, there is no voter identifi-
cation required. Any imposter can walk in, an-
nounce your name and address, “sign” your
name, get a ballot, and vote. Imposters wait
until late in the day to be sure you have not al-
ready voted, which they can learn by the con-
venient list of that precinct’s registered voters’
names and addresses required to be posted out-
side the entry and updated hourly to indicate
who has already voted. Sweet!

Go to the correct voting location shown
on your voter packet. Otherwise you will be

given a provisional ballot.
Do not use a provisional ballot unless all

else fails. Both vote-by-mail and provisional
ballots go through “extensive processing pro-
cedures” (too many hands and subjective in-
terpretations). Signatures must be verified,
although very loosely, and it can take weeks
before they are counted. (EIP trains observers
of this process as well.)

Afew voting recommendations based on
the voting guides consulted:

Governor: Travis Allen or John Cox.
Allen squeaked by just ahead of Cox in the
sites I checked, but I would break the near-tie
in Allen’s favor because he has a tangible con-
servative California Assembly voting record;
his Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association rat-
ing is 100 percent; conservative groups on
VoteSmart rate him from 93 to 100 percent;
and he is endorsed by Assemblyman Jim Pat-
terson and Congressman Tom McClintock
whose opinions I respect.

Lt. Governor: David Hernandez. Secre-
tary of State: Mark Meuser. Controller: Kon-
stantinos Roditis. Treasurer: Jack Guerrero.
Attorney General: Steven Bailey. Insurance
Commissioner: Steve Poizner.

Prop. 68, No. Prop. 69, No. Prop 70, Toss-
up. Prop. 71, Yes. Prop. 72, Yes.

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party website
at www.centralvalleyteaparty. com for more in-
formation.

It’s That Time Again
Primary Election June 5
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!
Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial and industrial
landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

We do any type of
repair and cleaning,

inside and out! Let
me take care of it
for you! We do it

all. Call us
for a FREE

estimate. 15+ years experience. 

Inside and Out!

R&L Home Remodeling
and Housecleaning

559-514-9816

Do you have a rental
or are you buying?

559-363-1851
Barber Shop

& Shave Parlor

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Lots of possibilities begin to open up by midweek. Some seem
more appealing than others. But wait for more facts to emerge later on before you consider which
to choose.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Bravo to the determined Bovine. While others might give up, you
continue to search for answers. Expect your Taurean tenacity to begin paying off by week's end.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You might want to consider stepping back from the task at hand
for a while. This could help you get a better perspective on what you've done and what still needs
to be done.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your keen Cancerian insight should help you determine whether
a new offer is solid or just more fluff 'n' stuff. The clues are all there waiting for you to find them.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Being ignored is difficult for any proud Leo or Leona. But pushing
yourself back into the spotlight might be unwise. Instead, let things work themselves out at their
own pace.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Trying to uncover a colleague's secret under the pretext of
showing concern is ill-advised. Control your curiosity to avoid raising resentment in the
workplace.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Expect to hear good news about a loved one. Also, be prepared
for some changes in several family relationships that could develop from this lucky turn of events.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Some surprises are expected to accompany a number of
changes that will continue through part of next week. At least one could involve a romantic
situation.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You might be upset by some of your critics. But
most of your associates continue to have faith in your ability to get the job done, and done well.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A workplace goal that suddenly seems out of reach
is no problem for the sure-footed Goat, who moves steadily forward despite any obstacles placed
in his or her way.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Uncertainty about who is right and who isn't might keep
you from making a clear-cut decision. Wait until you know more about what you're being asked
to decide.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Be careful to keep your emotions in check when dealing with
a demanding personal situation. You need to set an example of strength for others to follow.

© 2018 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

You have an extraordinary ability to rally people to do
their best. You would be a treasure as a teacher.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. INVENTION: When was the nylon-
bristle toothbrush invented?
2. HISTORY: By what other name was
the French military leader Joan of Arc
known?
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
color is the famous Hope Diamond?
4. U.S. STATES: What is the capital of
Kansas?
5. TELEVISION: What was the theme
song to the 1970s cop show "Baretta"?
6. BIBLE: Who are the only two angels
to be directly named in the Bible?
7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the name
of the main mountain range where
Mount Everest is located?
8. MEDICAL: What area of the body
is affected by bursitis?
9. LANGUAGE: What is an elision?
10. ENTERTAINERS: For what crime
was actress Sophia Loren jailed in
1982?

1.1938,byDupont
2.TheMaidofOrleans
3.Blue
4.Topeka
5."KeepYourEyeontheSparrow"
6.MichaelandGabriel
7.TheHimalayas
8.Thejoints
9.Omissionofasoundorsyllable
10.Taxevasion

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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Click on “Local News” at
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A limited number left. First come, first served.*

*For qualified locations. Sign up for more
information at the

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos or

email info@semcu.com. You can also call 559-363-9095.

Washing Machine certified as:

NEW State Grant Awarded*

UP TO $350REIMBURSEMENT FOR EACH

“Energy Star Qualified”

to residents of South East Madera County

5/
18


