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Click on “Local News” at

Just before midnight on Saturday,
May 14, Madera Sheriff’s Deputies
were dispatched to the area of Avenue
12 and Road 28 ¼ in regard to a vic-
tim with a gunshot wound. The Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol had originally
taken the call as a vehicle accident but
when CHP Officers arrived they dis-
covered a male near the vehicle with a
gunshot wound.

Madera Sheriff’s Detectives were
called out and the initial investigation
revealed that three men were driving on
Avenue 12 and at some point they got

into an argument. It was then that the
rear passenger pulled out a weapon and
shot the front passenger. The driver and
the shooting suspect then began strug-
gling, causing the driver to lose control
of the vehicle and crash into a tree. The
shooting victim got out of the car and
fell to the ground, the driver and suspect
fled the scene on foot.

Detectives were able to locate and
interview the driver. The victim is in a
Fresno hospital in critical and unstable
condition. The suspect is still at large
and the investigation is on-going.

Avenue 12 Shooting Investigated
The Coarsegold Historical Society is

sponsoring the 12th Annual Music in the
Meadow event to be
held at the Coarse-
gold Historic Mu-
seum, 31899 Hwy.
41, in Coarsegold.
The event will be on
Saturday, June 4
from 12 to 4 p.m.

Music will be
by the Executive
Rockers, lunch will
be available from the
Miner’s Café on site,

and there’s a snack shack, wine, beer, silent
auction — all under a huge cover to keep

the sum away. The
cost is $10 for en-
trance.

If you’re plan-
ning on attending,
the Coarsegold His-
toric Museum re-
spectfully asks you
to bring your own
comfortable chairs
as there aren’t
enough to seat
everyone.

Music in the Meadow Set for June 4

The Executive Rockers will be providing the
sounds for the 12th Annual Music in the Meadow
event at the Coarsegold Historic Museum on
June 4.

SSiigghhttss  aanndd  SScceenneess  ffrroomm  tthhee  2266tthh  AAnnnnuuaall
FFllaattllaannddeerrss  DDaayy  PPaarraaddee  aanndd  CCrraafftt  FFaaiirr

The Veterans of Foreign War Post 1981 provided the color
guard that kicked off the 26th Annual Flatlanders Day Parade.
Their procession included a 21-gun salute and the playing of Taps.

Politicians and cool old cars are a staple of parades, and
Flatlanders is no different. District 1 Supervisor Brett Frazier is
styling down Avenue 12 in a mid-50s Cadillac convertible.

At Maywood Center, the Kiwanis were cooking up their
world-famous Tri-Tip for their sandwiches. A real crowd pleaser,
the Kiwanis Tri-Tip booth is a yearly fixture at the Craft Fair. 

Station 19 was out at the Craft Fair helping some future fire-
fighters get on the right path about fire safety. They were also re-
minding folks about the upcoming annual “FireBQ” fundraiser.

There was a lot of stuff at the Craft Fair. Wearables, jewelry,
food ... you name it. Always the second Saturday in May, next
year’s Flatlanders Day Parade and Craft Fair will be on May 13.

There she is -- the world famous Ranchos unicorn making an
appearance at the parade. She made the news worldwide a few
months ago after she led local law enforcement on quite a chase.

And it just wouldn’t be a parade without flags, horses and
kids. This year the parade had a large number of equestrian en-
tries, ranging from ponies to huge draft horses.

This year’s Flatlanders Parade Grand Marshals were Seth and
Maggie Thomas. Active in many local organizations, they are well
known for their efforts with the Friends of the Ranchos Library.

A real crowd pleaser was the Now & Again Thrift & Gift
Shop volcano, complete with a skeleton pirate hitching a ride on
the back. Scary!
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NEWHOURS!OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!5/16

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
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Current Hay Prices per Bale (subject to change)

Timothy Grass (Oregon Hay) .......................................
Orchard Grass (Oregon Hay) .......................................
Bermuda Grass ...................................................
Forage ..................................................................
Alfalfa (Horse Quality) ...................................................
Oat Hay ...............................................................
Straw .....................................................................
Cattle Oat Hay/Alfalfa ............................................

$22.99
$21.99
$12.85
$11.99
$11.85 (and up)
$ 9.99 (and up)
$ 8.99
$ 7.99

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

all prices exp. 6/30/16 except where noted and are subject to change

It’s CHICK Season

Baby Chicks are
Here!

You can STILL buy your
chicks at 3-V FEED

We Sell Hens Separate!

5 Chicks FREE
with 50 Lb. Chick Starter bag

WE ARE YOUR
ELK GROVE
MILLING
DEALER

$3 OFF
you can buy all of your

equine and show feed here!

ALL 250 LB. BARRELS
W/THIS COUPON

exp. 5/31/16

HORSE FEED
ALL BRANDS

ALL Horse Feed
ON SALE

$49.95
while supplies last

(gray only)

12-Foot
Economy Gate

$389/ton
95

when you buy a ton or more
BEST PRICE in the VALLEY!

Premium Quality
ALFALFA CUBESALL

GET 2% BACK ON

YOUR PURCHASES

We are your NUTRENA
feed dealer

ask us how

It’s SHOW TIME!
ALL 4-H & FFA

10% OFF
on ALL show feed

Stable Mix
BARRELS & BAGS

we sell
ALL varieties of

light duty
BARBEDWIRE

$44.95
per roll

BIGMEMORIAL DAYSALECELEBRATEWITH US!

15% OFF
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Hundreds of Valley residents showed up
for the third annual Madera CountyArtsFest on
Saturday, May 14. Madera County Schools
Foundation and Madera County Office of Ed-
ucation hosted the free family-friendly event
promoting art in Madera County.

ArtsFest was held from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Madera County Office of Education.

The event had hands-on art booths, live

bands, live art demonstrators, face painting, op-
portunitydrawings, freesnowconesandpopcorn.

Angel Republic, Minarets High School
and Thrive Fitness preformed on the outdoor
stage throughout the day. Children decorated
flower pots, decorated visors, painted rocks and
necklaces, drew chalk murals and swirled pool
paintings. The event was held in conjunction
with a student art gallery. More than 225 stu-

dents from 21 schools in Madera County par-
ticipated in an art contest this spring. Artwork
from students in kindergarten through high
school were displayed in the student art gallery
atArtsFest.

Ranchos student art winners are listed on
P. 15.

Hundreds Show Up For County Schools’ArtFest

Families tried their hands at art at the
3rd Annual Madera County ArtsFestPlease see ART on P. 15
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Click on “Local News” at

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2016. Delivery must be by August 31, 2016.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366

5/
16

Letters
Dear Editor:

The silence bubble has been burst! I can
no longer sit and read the bombastic dribble of
an under-educated novelist. Mr. [Warren] Parr’s
bluster is partially incorrect and he can't under-
stand the difference between reality and “War-
rentopia.”

Why is GVTA an enigma to him? GV
teachers want nothing more than to teach chil-
dren. In order for the district to maintain its
prestigious name, it needs high quality teachers
to run the programs Mr. Parr so desperately
wants. To obtain and retain teachers, GVUSD
has to be more competitive with its salary
schedule.

GVTA strives to “provide our students the
means to achieve to their highest potential
within a caring, secure environment” as the Dis-
trict's mission statement declares. We are not
playing hardball. As a matter of fact, we are not
playing at all! GVTA is not the anchor that holds
this district back; it is in fact the district itself.
We, too, are sick and tired of negotiations drag-
ging on and on. Each time we sat at the table
we were told to wait – it was the district delay-
ing the process!

Since Mr. Parr is so interested in facts, here
are a few: CSEA does NOT have a “me too”
clause in their contract, however every time
GVTA negotiates a salary increase solely for
teachers, CSEA, as well as administration, get
the increase. GVTA has the weight of CSEA
and administration on their coat tails. If GVTA
truly had the strength Mr. Parr accredits us, we
would receive a COLA and a raise every year!

There was an attempt to keep this brief and
pointed. Remember, with all that is required of
a teacher, a teacher in GVUSD only makes
about $10 an hour! That's less than the current
minimum wage.

GVTA Member
(Name withheld upon request)

Dear Editor:
[I am responding to the Volume 12, Issue

4, 2016 issue of the Ranchos Independent –
Letters to the Editor]

Mr. [Warren] Parr, a man I have never met
to my knowledge, has me concerned with his
latest comments regarding teachers employed
by GVUSD. He has continually disrespected
the very people who work every day in support
of the children of this community.

He continually has reported how the teach-
ers are draining the funds of this district. In the
most recent issue of The Ranchos Independent
he focused on the California State Retirement
system. While he used the words, “the BIG Pic-
ture” and how “now he gets it,” he has conve-
niently left out the other employees who also
benefit from the State of California’s Retire-

ment system. The administration and actually
all employees of the district receive California
retirement benefits as a full time employee. So,
if he wants to focus on the “BIG Picture,” please
include all employees and not just focus on the
very people who work every day with students
both in support of their academic and social-
emotional growth. 

Speaking of academic growth, Mr. Parr
wants to reference how our district is not allot-
ted funds from the State of California that sup-
port low-achieving students. That our students
don’t qualify for such funding contradicts the
work of the qualified teachers supporting stu-
dent goals to obtain academic success. So
please let’s all thank our teachers of this district
who support our students to those ends. 

Let us also be mindful that without teach-
ers in a classroom with students you don’t have
an educational system. So number one priority
in running a school must include highly quali-
fied teachers alongside students. At this point I
do want to mention the valuable work of all em-
ployees of GVUSD, but the continual letters
from Mr. Parr only seem to reference the teach-
ers as the root of all the economic problems of
the district. 

The article included a reference to the great
direction of the district to build its reserves. I
support the district’s efforts to meet the required
goal by the state to maintain 3 percent of the
school budget in reserve and, whenever possi-
ble, beyond. I don’t accept his accusation that
the teachers asking for a fair wage increase and
a reasonable retirement – that all teachers in the
State of California receive – is the cause of not
meeting the state goals. Let us all be reminded
of the recent events of this district and the costly
amounts of money that were involved. Why
does Mr. Parr not ever mention the cost factors
of the top-heavy administration both in the past
and now the recent hiring of an assistant to the
assistant of the superintendent?

This is a small district that is working hard
to make this a great academic school district for
the community families and their children. By
continually vilifying the teachers makes no
sense. As Mr. Parr mentioned, in business there
are costs and the teachers are a precious re-
source that is a cost that must be considered as
first and foremost in both good and bad budget
years.

At this point in time about the only thing,
which I agree with Mr. Parr, would be to offer
my blessing to the people of the Madera Ran-
chos as well. 

May God Bless 93636 and all the teachers
of this district,

Sherry Wood, Teacher, Fresno Unified
Madera Ranchos

Please see LETTERS on P. 18



www.The Ranchos.com

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
All contents of this publication are copyright 2016, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the

copyright holder is forbidden by law.
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-

formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............Publisher/Editor
Karen Petryna • DJ Becker -- Reporters

Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales • Tina Shannon -- Advertising Sales

Ranchos
Independent
The

559-645-0634

Page 5

37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

By Randy Bailey

I don’t know if you’re aware of it
or not, but California is a one-party
state. The governor is a Democrat, the
lieutenant governor is a Democrat,
the attorney general is a Democrat,
the state assembly is controlled by a
majority of Democrats as is the state
senate. In the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, California’s 53 house
members are represented by 39 De-
mocrats and 14 Republicans.

And then there’s our senators.
Diane Feinstein and Barbara

Boxer have been California’s senators
for so long I can’t remember anyone
else holding the position. Feinstein
took office in 1992 and Boxer in
1993. They are the only senators two
of my daughters have ever known.
Here’s a quiz: Who was our last Re-
publican senator? Why that was Pete
Wilson who stepped down to become
governor of California in 1990. Fein-
stein won a special election and has
been there ever since.

In 2010, in an effort to hedge
their bets (because they didn’t quite
have 100 percent control of Califor-
nia politically), Democrat State Sena-
tor Abel Maldonado authored a
constitutional amendment that was
passed in the state senate by a vote of
27 to 12 and in the state assembly by
a vote of 54 to 20. With the backing

of Arnold Schwarzenegger, proof that
an “R” after your name makes you no
more of a Republican than standing in
a garage makes you a car, the amend-
ment was put before the voters and
passed with 54 percent of the vote.

And what was “Proposition 14?”
It was the piece of legislation that did
away with our primary system in Cal-
ifornia. We now have a choice be-
tween the “top two candidates” in an
election. Not the Republican candi-
date vs the Democrat candidate; the
“top two” vote getters in the primary.
California Democrats, and God love
‘em, California voters, now have a
system in place where we get to vote
between a Democrat and a Democrat.
Of course it’s totally possible that we
could get the opportunity to vote for a
Democrat or a Democrat, but more
than likely we’ll get to choose be-
tween a Democrat and a Democrat.

This election coming up in June
is a case in point. Barbara Boxer has
decided to step down -- no, that’s not
the sound of hell freezing over -- and
as of today it looks like our choices
will be Kamila Harris, our Democrat
attorney general, and Democrat Or-
ange County congresswoman Loretta
Sanchez. According to the polls they
are #1 and 2 right now. It’s like buy-
ing a Model T Ford: You can have any
color you want as long as you want
black.

Your Choice is “None”

“... let me assure you
the liberals

haven't changed
a bit; they're

still looking at
America's
defense

budget with
lust in their

hearts. A lust
to strip it bare

and use the
funds for more
of their social
experiments.”

Editorial

One interesting side effect of this
year’s presidential election is the
“Trump Effect.” So far Trump has
netted more primary votes than Rom-
ney gathered for the whole 2012 pri-
mary. He’s on schedule to break
George W. Bush’s record for the most
primary votes ever. Across the coun-
try, Republican voter registration is
up 60 percent and Democrat registra-
tion is down 20 percent. Now, I doubt
that will carry over completely into
the People’s Republic of California,
but we can hope.

Democrats are always big on talk-
ing fairness and equality and “a level
playing field,” but the reality is they
have stacked the deck in California.
We can do it again. We’ve elected
Reagan and Dukemajian and Wilson
and we threw out Grey Davis, so any-
thing is possible. But it sure seems
like Orwell’s Animal Farm where all
the animals were equal, just some
were “... more equal than the others.”
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

I t ’s no secret that I’m not
among those who champion the
post off ice . I don’t real ly cham-
pion many government agencies ,
but given the r ise of bet ter ship-
ping, courier and delivery services
all over the world and the decline
of paper correspondence the post
office has long been a relic of yes-
teryear. I ’ve said i t before and I
wil l say i t again: We should do
away with the post off ice and
allow the private sector to absorb
its business and the employees. We
wil l have faster, more rel iable
mail service and i t wil l save the
government (and by extension the
tax payers) millions in wages, ben-
efits and pensions.

Of course, that’s not even the
real dr iving force behind my de-
sire to see the USPS go the way of
Betamax and 8-track tapes. I am
tired of dealing with inferior serv-
ice and bad at t i tudes. I had the
most awful expe-
rience with them
a few weeks ago
and now I’m
ready to rally the
troops and star t
an “Abolish the
Post Off ice”
movement . I a l -
ready have my
markers and
poster boards.
Who’s with me?

I value great customer service.
If I am going to shell out my hard-
earned money, then I want a well-
made product and exemplary
service. I’m not asking for peeled
grapes and a parade, unless of
course I have actual ly ordered
peeled grapes and a parade, I just
want to be treated l ike my pur-
chase is appreciated. I cannot re-
member the last t ime I stepped
foot in a post off ice and was met
with anything but contempt for
disrupt ing their busy day. Sure, I
always got that at Wal-Mart , too,
but that’s probably why I stopped
shopping there . I can’t just s top
shopping at the post off ice. I can
use a different company whenever
I ship out, but for the moment I’m
at the mercy of the USPS when-
ever someone else uses them to
send something to me.

See, other shipping companies

actual ly concern themselves with
si l ly l i t t le things l ike customer
sat isfact ion. For example, i f
FedEx cont inuously screws up
they know I wil l head on over to
UPS or DHL or Global , e tc . so
they work hard to make their
clients happy. When they do make
a mistake they fix i t quickly and
eff ic ient ly. I had to cal l UPS the
other day because I received an
aler t that they couldn’t get
through my gate for a del ivery.
Never mind the fact that the com-

plex has three
other gates as
well as a man-
agement off ice
with a door ac-
cessible from the
parking lot. I ex-
plained this to
them and they
contacted the
driver and I had
my package later

on that evening.
See? Customer service.
I do not have a similarly happy

tale to share about the post office.
A few weeks ago a package

was sent to me through the USPS.
It was too big to go in my normal
mailbox so they left a key to one
of the bigger boxes used for just
this purpose. When I tr ied to re-
trieve my package I found the key
wouldn’t turn al l the way so the
door wouldn’t open and now the
key was stuck. Sounds l ike a
pretty easy fix, all they had to do
was send someone out with the
master key, open the box and give
me my package. It was not an easy
fix. I t was an incredibly diff icult
and frustrat ing fix. I t took about
15 calls and four days to get i t re-
solved. Why? Simply put, the post
off ice is not concerned with my

Just Mail it In -- Good Luck

I’ve said it before and I will
say it again: We should do
away with the post office and
allow the private sector to ab-
sorb its business and the em-
ployees.

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

5/16

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

Please see GEN WHY on P. 9

Mobile
Riding Lawnmower

Repair Service
visit us at mowersplus.us

5/
16

5/16
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Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net

5/16

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Serving your community
for over 20 years”

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

5/16

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #107206625

5/
16

Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

5/
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Mind Over Matter

How hard is it for you to focus on one
thing at a time? Technically, our brains can’t
think about two things at once, but the speed
at which we switch from one thing to another
can make it feel simultaneous. When this
happens something often gets overlooked
while we move on to the next thing.

While searching the internet for infor-
mation on mindfulness I came across a site
that claimed mindfulness could alleviate pain.
That triggered thoughts of my tendonitis and
the fact that my elbow brace order fromAma-
zon was overdue. Soon I had switched over to
“track my order.” Squirrel!

Anyway, back to mindfulness … today
I’m not referring to practices of yoga or med-
itation, but simply paying attention, on pur-
pose, in the present moment. You might be
wondering what that has to do with organiz-
ing, or your mind may have wandered off to
another topic completely, in either case, we’re
going to look at four ways that being mindful
can help create a more peaceful and produc-
tive environment.

Arriving Home – You walk in the door
thinking about what you’re going to have for
dinner, what the PG&E bill is going to be
since you left the air conditioning on again,
and how to weasel out of attending an
evening meeting. You’re not mindful of the
stuff you hauled in from the car and mailbox
and how it’s now landing in various places
around the kitchen and living room.

By paying attention, on purpose, in the
present moment, you can alleviate the piles
of clutter created in this mindless state. As
you pull into the garage and gather your
things, consciously think about where you’re
going to put them. Choose to stay focused
until they get there. Now you can move on
with your evening without having a disaster
waiting for you at the end of the day.

Shopping – Oh look, that’s cute! It’s on
sale! One-click ordering! It’s easy, it’s seduc-
tive, and it can contribute to your clutter when
you’re not shopping mindfully. Pay attention
to what’s driving your desire. Is it shopping
therapy after a rough week? Is it keeping up
with your peers? Rather than mindlessly or-
dering online, or coming home with some-

thing that will get crammed into an already
full closet, mindfully ask: Is it something I
need, can afford and have space for in the
present moment? Shopping while tired or
hungry can impair your mindfulness whether
at the grocery store, mall, or at your com-
puter.

Transitioning – When you finish a proj-
ect or are leaving one thing to do another,
what is the state of the area you’re leaving?
You’ve finished wrapping the gift, but is the
wrap, scissors and tape put away? Being
mindful means you’re paying attention to the
present moment, not moving on until you’ve
put things into place. It’s one of those valu-
able Kindergarten rules that keeps us from
having overwhelming messes to come back
to. One mindful tactic is to walk backwards
out of the room or office. It may feel silly, but
it will help you to be conscious of having
things in their place before leaving.

Morning/Evening Routines – We tend
to go into auto-pilot when we’re getting
ready in the morning, or going to bed at night.
If you wake up to and return home to a dis-
aster in your bedroom and bathroom, then
some mindfulness may be in order. Remem-
ber, it’s paying attention, on purpose, in the
present moment.As you’re getting undressed
think about where you are. Position yourself
by the dirty clothes hamper and shoe rack.
This will keep your floor clear for walking,
not stepping over things.As you get ready in
the morning, mindfully take the extra sec-
onds needed to put things away as you use
them — hair dryer, toothpaste, etc. I’m not
talking about maintaining model home sta-
tus, simply having some clear space. Once
you’ve been mindful about this new pattern
for a while, it will become second nature and
you can resume planning your next vacation
while brushing and flossing.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www. or-
ganizedbychoice.com.

“... simply paying attention, on
purpose, in the present moment. You
might be wondering what that has to
do with organizing, or your mind may
have wandered off to another topic
completely, ineithercase,we’regoing
to look at four ways that being mind-
ful can help create a more peaceful
and productive environment.”
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

5/
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

5/16 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at
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Veggie BBQ
Anyone?

by Jean Briner
If you haven’t yet, it is certainly

time to get the barbecue out and get it
going. You don’t have to have one of
the big fancy $1,000 gas jobs – a kettle
that uses charcoal briquettes will do as
well. When I lived in an apartment, I
had a hibachi that used charcoal and
cooked what I wanted to cook or, if I
had a guest, it would grill two steaks
perfectly. 

Do you only cook hamburgers, hot
dogs and an occasional steak on your
barbecue? How about corn on the cob,
potatoes and just about any other veg-
etable from the garden or a farmers
market?

When cooking corn on the cob, it
can be cooked by cleaning it and put-
ting it on the grill. That way you would
have a little “crisp” on the corn. If you
want to avoid the crisp, then grill it
with the husks on.

BBQ Grilled
Corn

Do not take
the husks off yet.
Lay the corn into
a clean sink and
fill with enough
cold water to
cover all your
corn. Let the corn
soak for at least
30 minutes.

Remove three
or four outer layers of husks, but be
sure to leave enough to cover the corn
to protect it from burning during
grilling.

Pull back remaining husks from
cob, but do not remove from end of
corn. Remove as much of the silk as
possible.

Season the cob as you like. Melted
butter, salt and pepper, or you can add
whatever herb or seasoning your fam-
ily likes. Those can be garlic powder,
rosemary, oregano, or even dill. Since
the corn is cold, the melted butter may
not stay melted when you brush it on
but don’t worry because when the corn
is grilled the butter will melt.

After the corn is seasoned the way
you want it, pull the remaining husks
back on the cob, covering the cob com-
pletely. Using one of the previously
discarded husks, tie the end of the corn
so that while grilling the husks will
stay on the cob.

Cook on medium to medium high
heat for 10 or 15 minutes. Pull back the

husks that are covering the corn and
serve. You can serve with additional
butter.

If you purchase the corn without
husks, you can wrap it in aluminum
foil for the same effect. 

One last thing: If you want the
corn to be hot when you serve dinner,
be sure that the corn is the last thing
you cook.

BBQ Potatoes
To cook potatoes whole, after

scrubbing or peeling place on a piece
of foil large enough to cover the po-
tato. Using a brush or your fingers put
oil on the foil and wrap the foil around
the potato, sealing well. Grilling on a

medium high heat
will take about 45
minutes. 

To cook po-
tatoes faster and
tastier slice them
into about quarter
inch slices, cut
them into wedges
or cube the
scrubbed potato.
Place on a piece
of foil large
enough to cover

the potato that you have brushed with
oil. Brush the potatoes with oil, salt
and pepper and seasoning or herbs of
choice. You can use sliced red onions,
green onions, bacon pieces (cooked),
chopped bell pepper or just about any-
thing that you would want on a potato
except cheese because the cheese
might burn while grilling. Seal the
bundles tight and place on a medium
hot grill. These packages should cook
in 20 to 30 minutes. When you take
these off the grill, poke a little hole in
the foil with the tip of a paring knife
to let some of the steam out. Be real
careful opening these packages as the
steam is extremely hot.

Grilled Vegetables
3 bell peppers (red or green)

seeded and halved
3 yellow squash**
3 zucchini**
3 Japanese eggplant**
12 cremini mushrooms

Do you only cook ham-
burgers, hot dogs and an oc-
casional steak on your
barbecue? How about corn on
the cob, potatoes and just
about any other vegetable
from the garden or a farmers
market?

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Click on “Local News” at 
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Clip here for discount coupon • Valid for most vehicles
Like us on Facebook.com/CompleteCarCare

Check out our Google website www.completecarcarefresno.com
expires 6/30/16

QQUUAALLIITTYY,,  RREELLIIAABBIILLIITTYY  &&  PPEERRFFOORRMMAANNCCEE
TTHHRROOUUGGHH  SSCCIIEENNCCEE  &&  TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY

WARREN
PARR
2013

NAPA/ASE
California

Tech of the year 

WARREN
PARR
2013

NAPA/ASE
National

Tech of the year
2nd Runner Up

WARREN
PARR
2014

NAPA/ASE
California

Tech of the year

2015 California Bureau of Automotive Repair Smog
Technician Evaluation for Warren Parr, Inspector EI139887
was .98 of a possible 1.00. Warren Parr is among the
highest ranking Smog Technicians in California.

Serving you since 1985
Pick Up & Delivery Available

Proud Madera Ranchos
resident since 1992
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1 pound asparagus, trimmed
12 green onions, roots cut off and

trimmed
¼ C plus 2 T olive oil
Salt and Pepper
3 T balsamic vinegar
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 tsp. chopped parsley leaves
1 tsp. chopped fresh basil leaves
½ tsp. finely chopped fresh rose-

mary leaves
** Sliced lengthwise into ½ inch

thick rectangles.
Prepare the barbecue to medium

high heat. Place the vegetables on a bak-
ing pan and brush them with the ¼ C
olive oil and salt and pepper. Working in
batches, grill the vegetables until tender
and lightly charred all over – about 8-10
minutes for the bell peppers, 7 minutes
for the yellow squash, zucchini, egg-
plant, and mushrooms, and 4 minutes for

the asparagus and green onions. Arrange
the grilled vegetable on a platter. The
key to getting the grill marks is don’t
move them very much once they’ve been
put on the grill. 

While the vegetables cook, mix
the remaining 2 T oil, balsamic vine-
gar, garlic and herbs in a small bowl.
Blend with whisk, adding salt and
pepper to taste. Drizzle this mixture
over the vegetables.

I was going to do fruits and veg-
etables in this article, but space has
just about gotten away from me so I
will have to do grilled fruit some
other time. I never thought of grilling
fruit, but I have found some great
ideas. Next month the fruit should be
ready to be picked.

This article originally appeared
in the May 2012 issue of the Ranchos
Independent.

-- Editor

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
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sat isfact ion because they do not
see me as a customer.  

They control  the mail ,  they
control  the routes ,  and they con-
trol  del ivery t imes.  Even though
we pay shipping fees and our taxes
pay their  salar ies ,  we are  s imply
pigs  in  the pen wai t ing for  the
farmer to fi l l  the trough. They are
not  invested in  our  happiness  be-
cause i t  has  zero effect  on their
jobs or their  bottom line.  For four
days I waited for my package to be
freed from the confines of i ts  t iny,
metal cage. The mail carriers came
and went  leaving me pi les  upon
pi les  of  unwanted f lyers ,  inser ts
and junk mail  but  not  once did
anyone resolve my si tuat ion,  re-
gardless  of  how many t imes I
called.  

I  was hung up on at  least  three
t imes as  I  t r ied to  resolve the
issue,  both by the local  dis t r ibu-
tion center and by the main USPS
call  center.  I  physically went in to
speak to  a  manager,  wai ted in  an
hour long l ine and was told the su-
pervisor wasn’t  in and to call  back

the next  day.  Cal l  back? What
good will  that  do when you either
won’t answer the phone or hang up
on me when you do? Why was this
al lowed to  happen? Because the
post office is a government agency
run by government employees with
no real  desire  to  serve the publ ic
and who cannot be fired.  

Business  101:  When you run
the r isk of  losing money because
customers  are  going elsewhere to
get  better  service you ensure that
your employees are providing ex-
cellent service.  Since the USPS is
not a business i t  has no reason to
adopt  such a  pol icy.  Though I  f i -
nal ly  got  my package I  s t i l l  have
not  heard back from the local  su-
pervisor regarding their  appall ing
service nor has anyone reached out
to me after registering a complaint
with the main l ine.  I t’s easy to ig-
nore someone knowing they have
no recourse against  you. 

The post  off ice  is  nothing
more than the DMV with s tamps
and masking tape,  and l ike the
DMV i t  should be el iminated or
privatized. That’s r ight,  DMV, I’m
coming for you next.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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Click on “Local News” at

The Golden Valley Unified School dis-
trict will be able to offer adult education
classes beginning in September, 2016. The
GVUSD staff has been working with the
State Center Community College District, as
a part of the Adult Education consortium, to
bring some adult and community education
classes to our community through a grant
from the state.

Beginning in September, the district will
offer English as a Second Language (ESL)
and Path to Citizenship classes at night. In ad-
dition, there will be opportunities for adults to
take free training classes, such as computer
certification and possibly a food safety test
prep class, in addition to diploma completion
classes. As a consortium member, the com-
munity can receive free workplace training
such as forklift/warehouse training at Fresno
City College.

Currently, GVUSD only offers a
diploma completion class on independent
study via an online program, as the funds
were stripped during the recession. This will
continue for adults who are interested in
completing their diploma. There will also be
HISET (High School Equivalency Test) and
GED (General Education Diploma) prepara-
tion classes that students can access online if
they want to take a test to get their high
school diploma.

The staff is preparing for these classes
and is in the process of getting curriculum
and resources that will be needed. These pro-
grams will be advertised to the community in
the very near future. If you need more infor-
mation regarding the adult education classes,
you may contact Kuljeet Mann or Rose Free-
man at 645-3580.

By Alyza Lovenguth and Cassidy Garibay
LHS Hawk Talk reporter

The Liberty drama group opened the
month of May with its banquet for both
"A Piece of My Heart" and "In the
Heights." The banquet acknowledged the
hard work from performers, crew mem-
bers and parents that made the shows pos-
sible. Four students were awarded
Toledo's Liberty High School Performing
Arts Senior Scholarship — Victoria Bar-
rett, Carlie Dickens, Brianna Higgins and
Daniel Palomino split $1000.

Seniors had their Senior Exit Inter-
views May 11 and May 12. Senior Awards
Night was May 16 and was where stu-
dents who had been awarded local schol-
arships, was a valedictorian or was a CSF
life member was invited to celebrate. As
the year begins to close, seniors begin pre-
pare for finals on May 23-24 and gradua-
tion on June 2. On May 26 there is flipped
tutorial schedule for the "Senior Rally,”
where final goodbyes will be said as sen-
iors begin the next step of their lives. Sen-
iors will also have Grad Nite May 26 and
will not return until May 27. On May 31,

seniors will return back to school for
breakfast and graduation practice, how-
ever they will not be allowed on campus
after the breakfast. Athletic awards will be
granted to seniors the same day.

Congrats to the Boys Golf Team that
placed fourth in the Div. III Tournament
on May 9. Jake Sweeney and Jarrod Wel-
don qualified for the Individual Sectional
Championships, and they will represent
Liberty High on May 23 at Buena Vista
Golf Course in Taft.

The Future Farmers of America
held its annual awards banquet on May
10 where new President Emily O’Brion
was elected. The FFA prepares for the
Chowchilla fair running May 16-20
where students will be taking their ex-
hibitors to show their market and/or
breeding animals. Liberty’s FFA chap-
ter historian, Ashley Morris, has also
been slated as the East Fresno/Madera
FFA sectional reporter.

Track had Sectionals on May 11.
Grace Hall aimed for Masters, but she was
not able to continue on. Despite the loss,
she was the first female Hawk to come
close to such an opportunity.

The Liberty Softball team held its

senior night May 10 honoring Summer
Mendoza, Ana Hayes, Cassidy Santa Cruz
and Liz Valdez.

On May 19 there was a Teen Safe
Driver Assembly to acknowledge un-
safe driving habits.

Throughout the years, there have been
several Hawks who go on to pursue military
based careers, however only two have been
accepted into a military academy. This year,
Caleb Wiens applied and was accepted into
the Air Force Academy. The academy is a
combination of both military training and top
notch education. In order to be able to apply,
a student must be nominated by a state sena-
tor or congressman. Only five percent of
prospective applicants are nominated and
only 19 percent of the nominees are accepted
into the academy. Needless to say, it is a huge
honor to have a Hawk be accepted into the
Academy. Wiens was accepted with the nom-
ination of Congressman Jim Costa.

Golden Valley Saves Ranchos Taxpayers Millions
The Golden Valley Unified School

District closed the sale on April 26 of re-
funding bonds that will save local tax-
payers more than $4.3 million. Dale
Scott & Company served as the financial
advisor to help the district refund the
bonds and take advantage of lower inter-
est rates without lengthening the pay-
back period.

“We appreciate the support of voters
who turned out to authorize this critical
funding for our students,” said Brian
Freeman, president of the GVUSD Board
of Trustees. “We have been actively

monitoring the interest rate market and
took action when presented with favor-
able conditions to provide savings to
local taxpayers.”

GVUSD refunded $16.6 million of
current interest bonds, resulting in total
savings of $4,352,602. The refunding
comprised general obligation bonds ap-
proved by voters in 1999 (Measure G)
and 2006 (Measure S).

“Everyone in our community has a
role to play in preparing our students for
the 21st century economy,” said Andrew
Alvarado, GVUSD superintendent. “It is
only right that we manage our finances

responsibly, which is why we have taken
this opportunity to return savings to tax-
payers.”

The interest rate of the new bonds is
significantly lower than the old bonds,
down to an average of 3.22 percent from
4.80 percent.

“The district’s refunding came at an
ideal time to take advantage of long-term
rates, which are near historic lows,” said
Dale Scott, president of Dale Scott &
Company. “By waiting until market con-
ditions improved, the district put itself in
a position of being able to maximize tax-
payer savings.”

Adult Ed Classes
Offered this Fall

Sierra View Elementary News
Art Lessons

Sierra View students have been ex-
posed to art lessons from Liberty High
School seniors over the past few weeks.
The LHS students are from Jason
Napier’s ROP art class and supplies for
the art class have been provided by a grant
from Central California Women’s Facility
in the amount of $1,000. The CCWF has
donated more than $6,000 to the Sierra
View Program over the past four years.

We are very thankful for our partnership
with CCWF.

Mobile Dairy Assembly
On May 3, all students at Sierra View

participated in the Dairy Council of Cali-
fornia mobile dairy assembly. Students
were taught the importance of the dairy
industry on our community, the essential
nutrition that comes from all dairy prod-
ucts and the process of how dairy prod-
ucts are made. The assembly was
provided free of charge from the DCC.

Mission Statement
The mission of Golden Valley Unified School District is to provide
our students the means to achieve to their highest potential within

a caring, secure environment.

Seniors, Seniors, Seniors in Latest Liberty High News
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• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire

5/
16

The Bookshelf

By Amanda Judd

The Ranchos Library wants to thank you all for contributing to such a successful
Flatlanders Day Craft Fair. What a lovely day it was; the weather was perfect. Thank you
to all of our vendors, you were incredibly efficient and it made for such a smooth set up.
Thank you to the community for coming out to show support for your Ranchos Library.
Thank you to my amazing Friends of the Ranchos Library group, you work so hard to
keep this library receiving new materials and support the library’s programming. I am
grateful for each and every one of you. Thank you to every individual who gave their
time to make this event happen. We could not have done it without you.

We are now gearing up for the Summer Reading Program. We will “Read for the
Win” and explore books and how we can always aspire for greatness. We will focus on
trying our best in everything that we do. The program will run from the week of June
14 and will officially end the week ending July 21. We will be kicking off with Wild
Child Adventures, Mr. Bubble Man on Tuesday, June 14 at 11 a.m. Be certain to stop in
and get signed up. We will be having additional various performances throughout the
weeks. Each week varies so be certain to pay special attention to our activities sched-
ule. Some events will require preregistration. We are really excited to keep reading
through the summer and hope that you will be here to join in on the fun. It is sure to be
a fantastic time.

Please remember you can also check out books on your E-Reader. You may simply
download the 3M app (Nook, Android, iOS, Kindle Fire, Mac and PC computers) to
access free eBooks using your library card. It is easy to get started. If you need assis-
tance, please see the reference desk and we would be happy to help you. It is even faster
using the Ranchos Library Wi-Fi connection. You can link your devices and read wher-
ever you are. It has never been any easier to keep a book with you. Ebooks are perfect

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12

645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

for traveling.
Ranchos Library would like to up-

date everyone about their previous
SHARES Program. SHARES cards are
no longer valid and the program has
been transformed to eScrips. If you
didn’t have an opportunity to sign up
during the Home and Garden Show or
the Flatlander’s Craft Fair, don’t worry,
it’s not too late. Simply go to www.es-
crip.com to register. Introduced by
Electronic Scrip Inc. (ESI), the eScrip
program is a fundraising program that
allows participating merchants to con-
tribute a percentage of your grocery
loyalty cards, credit card and debit card
purchases directly to the library. All
you need to do is select Friends of the
Ranchos Library as your organization
when you create your profile and you
start earning. If you have any questions
about this program, please contact the
library for further information.
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THANK YOU Madera Ranchos
for another successful

Annual Flatlanders Day Parade!

and a BIG THANK YOU to this year’s
Flatlanders Day Parade Sponsors!

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always the second
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on June
8 and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

HANEY CHIROPRACTIC & REHABILITATION CENTER • HURST HARDWARE

NOW & AGAIN THRIFT & GIFT SHOP • PETE & MARIA’S ITALIAN BISTRO

PISTORESI AMBULANCE • RANCHOS CAFÉ • VALLEY PROPANE

RANCHOS DENTAL CARE • SILVA FORD • THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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No matter how hot it
is outside, you can
count on a reliable,
energy-efficient YORK®

air conditioner to keep
you cool and comfortable
inside. And you can
also count on it being
protected by one of the
strongest warranties in
the industry. It’s just
another way we install
confidence. Call or stop
by to learn more.

Locally owned and operated
36141 Avenue 12 #103, Madera, CA 93636
559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com

Quality
Installation
Done right by a
York® Certified
Comfort Expert™

Ask us about our
Affordable
Easy
Financing
Through GE Capital

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 5/
16

Page 14

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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Hello 93636,
I would like to take this opportunity

to thank the many who visited my Flat-
landers Celebration booth and for the
many encouraging and supportive com-
ments received concerning this column.
It's nice to know writing this column is
not a labor in vain. I actually wondered
at times if anyone even reads the article,
given so little feedback. Now I know.
Thanks again for your kind words of
support.

If you were one of the many visitors
who stopped by my booth and watched a
diagnostic demonstration, you have a
general idea of scope waveform analy-
sis. ALL those humps, bumps, dips and
squiggly lines dis-
played on a grid
represent changes
(electricity, pres-
sure, temperature,
etc.) over time in
real time. Scope
diagnostic has sig-
nificant advan-
tages over former
diagnostic test
methods in that the
tests are per-
formed LIVE during operating condi-
tions. To increase the odds for a
successful diagnostic, it's important to
test under identical conditions in which
the failure occurs. If the problem only
occurs when the engine is not running
and everybody is resting under the shade
of the closed hood, then by all means go
ahead and go old school. Take the com-
ponents off one by one and test them on
a work bench. If not, the tests should be
performed when the engine is running
and the components are hot, tired and
stressed. Dynamic testing for dynamic
failures I always say.

Let's use electronic fuel injector
testing as an example. With today’s en-
gines, the odds that you can even see a
fuel injector, let alone the one you want
to test, are low. Many fuel injectors live
under or inside the intake manifold. If
you remove the intake manifold and all
the garbage attached just to gain access
to test, you are going to be at it for a
while so don't forget your lunch. When
you finally do reach the injector, you

Diagnosing the RIGHT Way

won't be able to start and run the engine.
You will be limited to static testing.
Good luck with that. Oh, don't forget:
You are going to need a new set of intake
manifold gaskets, minimal.

With a Lab Scope, the fuel injector
component testing is done at the fuel in-
jector fuse. We replace the fuel injector
fuse with a loop of copper wire. By the
way, my wire loop is fused to protect the
circuit. Using this diagnostic method,
EVERY fuel injector is tested and ALL
at the same time. Now, before
the electrons can complete their journey
from the battery to the fuel injectors they
must first pass through my wire loop.
Whenever electrons flow, they produce
an electromotive force called current.
Current is measure in amps. The greater
the flow the greater the current. I simply
place a low current amp probe around
my wire loop and measure. I also meas-
ure the available voltage at either end of
my wire loop. Using two channels of my
Lab Scope, I display all current and volt-
age values in parade fashion (two squig-

gly lines) during
running condi-
tions. The last
thing I need to do
before I start test-
ing is look up the
fuel injector resist-
ance value specifi-
cation.

The only thing
I remove was one
fuse so I can start
and run the engine.

Now comes the math: Ohms Law. Re-
sistance = Voltage divided by Current.
For example, if my injector resistance
specification is 2 ohms, and my avail-
able voltage is 14 volts (remember the
engine will be running) the current HAS
TO BE 7 amps. I know what my wave-
forms should look like before I even start
testing. If I see a current value different
then 7 amps, my resistance is NOT 2
ohms. If the current (amperage) is
higher, the resistance has to be less than
2 ohms. This condition typically indi-
cates a short across the coil winding or a
short to ground. The resistance is lower
because the electrons take a short cut and
do not pass through the entire injector
winding (resistance). If the current is
lower, the resistance has to be higher.
This condition typically indicates an
open or gap in the circuit making it more
difficult for the electrons to pass.

A typical electronic fuel injector
current waveform looks similar to the

Please see HANDS on P. 15

“... old school automotive diag-
nostics need to go the way of the
Dodo Bird. It's too slow, too inac-
curate and too labor intensive ... If
you are the customer it represents
fewer parts being replaced and a
higher quality repair.”
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

instead we recommend Sherwin-Williams
ELASTOMERIC COATING

included in your price: All necessary carpentry work • Stucco repair
In Business Since 1970 • BBB A+ rated • Lic. #273099
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
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www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
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37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos
559-727-9018

CALL NOW! SIGN UP BEFORE JUNE 12
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brought to you by Clovis School District’s Youth Development Specialists

SPORT
SPECIFIC
TRAINING

SIX WEEKS • JUNE 20 - JULY 30 • 11 A.M. - NOON
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS

AGES 10 - 16 • OPEN GYM ACCESS
ALL FOR ONLY $199!

Limited Space Available

•Improve overall
athletic ability

•Increase agility,
coordination, power
and balance

• Receive a pre and post
Fitness Screen to
assess overall risk of
injury outline of a dorsal fin of a shark. The lead-

ing edge of the waveform gradually
curves into a horizontal position as it
reaches its max height. It's not a straight
slanted line, like a motorcycle ramp; it's
rounded. That leading edge represents the
building up (ramping) of an electromotive
force (magnetism). When the magnetism
is strong enough to overcome the fuel
pressure, a metal pintle inside the fuel in-
jector is lifted off its seat allowing fuel to
pass into the cylinder. This fuel injector
opening event is displayed as a dip and
then a flattening out of the leading edge
ramp. That dip should be located about
2/3 of the way up the ramp. The dip in the
waveform not only indicates the injector
opened, but when it opened. Too early
would create a rich condition. Too late

would create a lean condition.
Finally, the trailing edge of the wave-

form should be a vertical line. This repre-
sents the powertrain control module (PCM)
de-energizing the fuel injector and stopping
fuel flow. This needs to happen rapidly. If
the trailing edge is slanted or rounded, the
PCM driver is too slow to turn off the fuel
injector and the precise quantity of fuel en-
tering the cylinders is incorrect.

In conclusion, old school automotive
diagnostics need to go the way of the Dodo
Bird. It's too slow, too inaccurate and too
labor intensive. I know when you hear the
words diagnostic technology they sound
expensive. That is very true if you are the
one purchasing the technology. If you are
the customer it represents fewer parts being
replaced and a higher quality repair.

God Bless 93636
Warren Parr
License #EO139887
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The Lifetree Assembly of God church
at 35849 Ave. 13 1/2 is hosting the 9th An-
nual Word From Home car show on Sun-
day, June 26 from 5 p.m. till dark to support
American troops overseas . The group cre-

ates “care” packages and to date has deliv-
ered over 2,300 packages for our troops.

For more information, or if you have a
car to enter, call Pam Hansen at 559-474-
2330.

9th “Word from Home” Car Show

K-3 2-Dimensional
Elanah Prugh 1st Webster
Justesy Vasquez 3rd Webster
Hannah Walkingstick HM Webster

K-3 3-Dimensional
Mariana Salazar 1st Webster

K-3 Still Photography
Cayla Williams 3rd Webster

4-6 3-Dimensional
Zoe Garcia 2nd Webster

4-6 Still Photography
Mariah Medina 2nd Webster
Aaliah Medina 3rd Webster
Maya Garcia HM Webster

7-8 2-Dimensional
Jachelle Jimenez 2nd RMS

Elliot Mercer HM RMS
7-8 3-Dimensional

Lillian Kier 1st RMS
7-8 Still Photography

Samantha Hatfield 1st RMS
Emily Castillo 3rd RMS
Samantha Ford HM RMS

9-12 2-Dimensional
Kira Myers HM LHS
Breeann Mee HM LHS
Rosario Duran HM LHS
Carissa Miller HM LHS

9-12 3-Dimensional
Tatiana Sweeney 3rd LHS
McKaelyn Malm HM LHS

9-12 Still Photography
Claire Copher 3rd LHS

ART cont. from P. 3

HM=Honorable Mention; RMS=Ranchos Middle School;
LHS=Liberty High School
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call Diana Mendoza
at 559-355-6109

or Stephanie Workman
at 559-709-1477

5/
16

SSoobbeerr  GGrraadd  NNeeeeddss  YYoouurr  HHeellpp!!

Parents of LHS Students and Our Community

WWhhaatt::  Sober Grad 2016 • WWhheenn:: Thursday, June 2nd

WWhheerree:: Liberty High School Cafeteria/Theater

TThh ee  SS oobbeerr  GGrr aadd  ccoommmmii tttteeee is working hard to plan a

fabulous night for the 22001166  GGrraadduuaatteess. To make this event a

success, tt hhee  LLii bbeerr ttyy  HHii gghh  SSeenn iioorr   CC llaass ss  dd eeppee nndd ss  oo nn  tthhee

vvoolluunntteeeerr  ttiimmee  aanndd  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  mmaannyy  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ppaarreennttss..  Ideally

the events on the evening of Sober Grad are handled by the

parents of the Junior Class so that parents of graduating

seniors can be free to be with their children on their big day.

Senior parents are more than welcome to volunteer and in

the past have made up the majority of Sober Grad volunteers,

but help from Junior Class parents will allow them to enjoy

the night of celebration with their graduating Senior.

HHooww  ccaann  yyoouu  hheellpp??

PPaarreennttss  aarree  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  hheellpp  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhiiss  eevveenntt  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr

ttiimmee,,  mmaannppoowweerr  aanndd  ddoonnaattiioonnss..  WWee  hhaavvee  aa  ttaaxx  IIDD  nnuummbbeerr  ssoo  iitt’’ss

eevveenn  TTaaxx  DDeedduuccttiibbllee!!  

Donations of items and/or gift cards can be dropped off

with Suzie Fender at LHS.

IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt::

SStteepphhaanniiee  WWoorrkkmmaann  ((555599))770099--11447777

DDiiaannaa  MMeennddoozzaa  ((555599))335555--66110099

Thank you for your support,Sober Grad Committee 2016

Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives 

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion

Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com  5/16

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

2016 Bass Lake Boat Reg-
istration Stickers Available at
Lake Area Businesses

The 2016 boat registration stickers for
Bass Lake are not being sold at the Sher-
iff’s “Island” Office this year, they are now
available for purchase at three new loca-
tions. Bass Lake Water Sports, Millers
Landing Resort, and the Forks Resort are
currently selling registration stickers. The
Sheriff’s “Island” office is not issuing the
stickers this year and no boats will be reg-
istered by Sheriff’s personnel as had been
done in the past. 

Sheriff Varney said that "this new pro-
cedure will be more convenient for the
boating public and will also save tax-payer
funds since Sheriff’s personnel will no
longer be needed to issue the registration
stickers.”

The registration sticker fees vary based
on type of vessel and are available for pur-
chase now: Vessels up to 35 horsepower are
$32; 36-250 horsepower are $50; 251
horsepower or higher are $63; and Personal
Water Craft are $50. Registration stickers
are required year-round for any vessels op-

erated on Bass Lake.
Sheriff Varney is also pleased to an-

nounce that Deputy Amy Roussell will be
assigned to oversee the Bass Lake Patrol
Operation this year. Deputy Roussell had
worked patrol assignments on Bass Lake
during four summer boating seasons pre-
viously; this year she will be coordinat-
ing enforcement efforts on the lake as
well as in the surrounding areas of the
Bass Lake basin.

New Boat Registration Locations

Madera County District Attorney,
David A. Linn announced on May 16
that Phase I of his offices’ Veteran’s
Court Plan will be offered at the Caring
Veterans of America, Inc., Veterans
Stand Down, which will be held at the
Sierra Pines Church, located at 40855
Covey Court, off of Highway 49 in
Oakhurst. The Veteran’s Stand Down be-
gins at 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 21 and
will go until 2 p.m.

The Stand Down will include not
only the first Phase of the Veterans
Court, free medical examinations for
Veterans and consultations with Veter-
ans Administration personnel, both from
the VA Hospital in Fresno and Madera
County Veterans Affairs Office.

Caring Veterans of America, Inc.,
will be the coordinating organization of
the Veterans Court of Eastern Madera
County, and VFW Post 1981 will help
coordinate Veterans Court in Madera at
future events.

The purpose of the Veterans Court
is to help Veterans clean up their prior
criminal record and help them with any

current legal criminal problems they
have in Court today. The Veterans Court,
which was a promise made to Veterans
by District Attorney Linn in his 2014
campaign, will include a cooperative ef-
fort between the District Attorney’s Of-
fice, the Public Defender’s Office and
the Madera Superior Court. Specifically,
Presiding Judge Ernest J. LiCalsi and
Judge Dale Blea will be holding Veter-
ans Court in Madera two days per
month.

In recent meetings with the Veterans
Administration, the Madera program has
been declared as “far ahead of many
other Counties that are attempting to
help Veterans.”

DA Linn’s new program of working
with Veterans who find themselves afoul
of the law will work with each Veteran
to help benefit them, even if their prob-
lem is in a different jurisdiction.

DA Linn is a Navy Vietnam Veteran
and said that he understands that bad
things do happen to good people, and
that good men and women occasionally
make poor decisions.

Madera County District Attorney
Implements “Veterans Court”
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe



Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-
4476.

For Sale

Mahogany table with four chairs. Top sec-
tioned with glass design. Can extend to seat
eight. Cloth covering on chairs. $125. Call
312-0891.

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

The Gutter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tandard
ra in gut ters . General Contractor -
Repa i r Main tenance . 32 years
working in the area. Call 559-822-
2759.

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified

T O A D V E R T I S E
i n t h e R a n c h o s I n d e p e n d e n tC A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, si l ls included. Re-
move hard water stain on home win-
dows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates. Ask about our SENIOR DIS-
COUNT!

SUDOKU

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
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Dear Editor:
“NIMBY” (Not In MY Back Yard) is the

acronym quickly taught to all new Supervisors
and Planning Professionals as the broad brush
often, but not always, used to dismiss valid com-
munity concerns which do not fit their agendas.
Issues of possibly dangerous, incompatible, in-
trusive and unsustainable development are thus
summarily dismissed by name calling.
“NIMBY” – I heard it a lot during my three
years as District One Planning Commissioner

But March 25th was the first time I was
ever called one. To my inquiry concerning the
inadvisability of locating a proposed OHV(Off
Road Vehicle) Park at historic Black Hawk
Mountain, one of the “Gang of Five” said: “Ac-
tually green sticker money is a CA thing. And
this has nothing to do with TPor any tax issues.
THIS is a ‘not in my backyard’ issue. Just like
the Casino on 99, ‘farmers using up all the
water.’Need to stand up on fact base issue and
not try all the tricks in the trades to change the
minds. Just say, ‘not in my back yard,’I respect
and understand [their] mind set.”

Yep, there it was, the “NIMBY” name
calling which substitutes for thoughtful dis-
course when the controlling party cannot
muster the facts to support their argument.
From what I have seen, there has been no of-
ficial public notification or input on this major
project; its location or purchase by Madera
County; no adjacent property owners were no-
tified; and there is yet to be an appraisal of the
property which may be grossly overpriced for
the area and so far no available environmental
report. Perhaps most importantly, there is no
business plan. Heck, even the failed Grizzly
Stadium and Granite Park projects in Fresno
had business plans.

While there are many others whose con-
cerns for Black Hawk Mountain are in the
areas of Native American heritage, environ-
mental, school safety, fire and security, my per-
sonal position is regarding the financial
inadvisability.

Madera County spending temporary (state
grant) money on getting into what may be a sig-
nificant permanent taxpayer expense (without
a business plan?) is financially irresponsible. I
do find it curious that none of the counties sur-
rounding Madera have any interest in accept-
ing this “opportunity” from the state. Maybe
they have a business plan model to guide them?

I know what a NIMBY is and, alas Mr.
Supervisor, I do not qualify. I have had an ad-
jacent neighbor’s private motorcycle track “in
our back yard” for over a decade without inci-
dent or complaint. When one resorts to name
calling, one has already lost the argument.

Public servants should at least try to be
both forthright and forthcoming.

Ray Krause
O’Neals

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Interior Decorating

Interior Designs & Decorating spe-
cializes in interior decorating, de-
sign, wallpapering, interior painting
and more. With over 10 years of ex-
perience, we serve all of the Ranchos
and can help beautify your home.
Call Fermin Barboza at 559-416-
6336.

Painting Services

Paint ing Services - 40 years of
experience . Licensed. Frank
Kramer Exteriors . Lic . #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and schools.



Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 5/16

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 5/16

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

DRE #00329063 5/
16

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

5/
16

5/16

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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Tom Thayer, Broker
Realty World

Real Estate Professionals License #01105315
*Seller and Tom must agree on price and closing date.

Not a solicitation of active listings

5/16

Your Ranchos Home Sold -- Guaranteed
Or I’ll buy it for cash*

NO Gimmicks! Order a Free Report on my exclusive
Guaranteed Sale Program, by visiting:

www.TomsGuaranteeSale.com
For FREE Recorded Message Call:

1-866-254 -3814 ID#1072 or you can call me direct at:

559-706-3820

ALEX M. SHUBIN
REALTOR

CA-BRE #01180082

Alex M. Shubin
www.AlexMShubinProperty.com

AlexShubin@att.net

559-479-0520
5/16

Samantha Phebus
Living and Working

in the Ranchos

559-970-6555
samantha@guarantee.com

There is a good chance you've been
hearing about the recent hot real estate
market. If you're thinking about buying
or selling please give me a call. I’d love
to visit with you and provide you with a
free market analysis.

CalBRE#018235785/16 “Leading You Home”

SOLD
970-6555
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Posadas
Cleaning

Marina Posadas

Open
Availability

En Español
559-481-0958

559-536-8018

License #3003592

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

559-548-0000

5310 W. Spruce
Ave., Fresno

“On the corner
of Spruce and

Herndon.”
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Although you would prefer to move forward at a steady pace, it might
be a good idea to stop and reassess your plans. You could find a good reason to make a change at this
time.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Just when you thought you had everything planned to the smallest
detail, you get some news that could unsettle things. But a timely explanation helps put it all back on
track.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Home and work continue to compete for your attention. But you
handle it well by giving each its proper due. Someone you trust offers valuable advice. Listen to it.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Unsettling news creates a difficult but not impossible situation.
Continue to follow your planned routine, but keep your mind open to a possible change down the line.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Lick your wounded pride if you like, but it's a better idea to find out why
your suggestions were rejected. What you learn could help you deal with an upcoming situation.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Feeling a bit listless? No wonder. You might be
pushing too hard to finish everything on your to-do list. Cutting it down could help get your energy
levels up.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Taking time out of your busy schedule might be the
best way to handle that sensitive private matter. It will help reassure everyone involved about your
priorities.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Insist on full disclosure by all parties before agreeing to be
part of a "great deal." What you learn should help you decide whether to go with it or not.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your decision to protect the secret that was
entrusted to you might irk some people. But it also wins you the admiration of those who value trust
and loyalty.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Creative activities take on a practical approach as
you realize you might be able to market your work. Ask for advice from someone experienced in this
area.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) If you're suddenly a bit unsure about your decision,
ask trusted colleagues and/or friends or family members for suggestions that could help resolve your
doubts.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A workplace situation could get stormy. But stay on course
until there's a solution that meets with everyone's approval, and things finally can calm down.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

You keep an open mind on most matters, making you the
confidante of choice for people who need your honest counsel.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676

“If my wife calls, you haven’t seen 
either one of me”
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1. MUSIC: What group had a hit song with
"Love Shack"?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where was
the eastern terminus of the Santa Fe Trail?
3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the name of the
area in the Pacific that means "many
islands"?
4. MEASUREMENTS: How long does it
take light from the Sun to reach the Earth?
5. GAMES: What is the highest score
possible in the game of darts?
6. ASTRONOMY: What two planets in our
solar system rotate clockwise?
7. MONEY: What is the currency of
Switzerland?
8. HISTORY: Where were the first Strategic
Arms Limitations Talks held in 1969?
9. INVENTIONS: What 1947 invention
led to the development of small portable
radios?
10. MOVIES: What film musical included
the tune "They Call the Wind Maria"?

1.TheB-52s,1989
2.Independence,Missouri
3.Polynesia
4.8minutes,20seconds
5.180
6.VenusandUranus
7.Swissfranc
8.Helsinki,Finland
9.Thetransistor
10."PaintYourWagon"

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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