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ELECTION

SPECIAL

District 1

n Tuesday, June 6, the electoral process once again takes place throughout California. With two propositions and people running for everything
from Governor to County Supervisor, it’s time to take a look at some of
the races that impact us in the Ranchos most directly.

O

“Tip" O'Neill — a longtime Speaker of the House in the U.S. Congress — once declared, "All politics is local." Keeping that in mind, the most local candidates we have are those running for the position of Madera County Supervisor for our district, District 1. The Ranchos Independent sent a series of
questions specific to the Madera Ranchos and its future to incumbent Frank Bigelow and challengers
Hal Grant and Santos Medrano. The questions will be printed in bold type and the responses will be
just as the candidates chose - or chose not - to answer the questions.

35¢

Madera Ranchos - 93636?
Ranchos to get New ZIP Code, Growing Pains Cited
By Randy Bailey
93636 – That’s what you’ll
be signing on all of your letters
and bills starting July 1, 2006.
Due to the growth of Madera,
and specifically the Madera
Ranchos, the United States Postal
Service has decided that it’s time
to add a new ZIP code for our
area.
The area affected is all of the
Ranchos; however the official
area is a bit more ambiguous. The
official notice states, “… the
affected addresses are located
south of the Fresno River and
east of the railroad tracks, and
east of Highway 99, south of
Avenue 12.” After talking to a
representative of the Post Office
in Madera – who didn’t want to
be identified – it appears the area
is from the AT&SF railroad
tracks east to Highway 41, then
from the Fresno River coming
out of Hensley Lake south to the
San Joaquin River, with Highway
99 thrown in to round out the
southwest boundary.

The new ZIP code will affect
4,074 addresses and will be official on July 1. Residents and
businesses within the affected
area will receive written notification by the end of May of their
new ZIP Code.
The Postal Service is
requesting that all affected customers notify their correspondents as soon as possible and are
even offering postcards to help
notify everyone on your mailing
list. If you want to use the ZIP
(plus
4)
Code,
go
to
www.usps.com and look it up.
“I want to assure all residents
and businesses affected by the
new ZIP Code that they will continue to receive their mail even if
the old ZIP Code is used during
the one-year grace period,” said
Susan Graf, Madera Postmaster.
“The new ZIP Code will enable
the Postal Service to continue to
offer outstanding service to the
Madera community.”
Here’s hoping you didn’t
just have 1,000 business cards
made …

Flatlanders’Parade in Trouble
Frank Bigelow

Hal Grant

Santos Medrano

1. Who are you? What is your
background? How deep are
your roots in Madera County?
In which part of District 1 do
you live?
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Frank Bigelow is a lifelong Madera County resident
who resides in O’Neals, Calif.
with his wife, Barbara and
three children. His ancestors
settled in the O’Neals area in
the mid to late 1800’s where
his great grandfather and
grandmother, Harmon and
Leota Bigelow, operated a cattle and sheep business, along
with a freight service by
wagon and a stage line to the
higher sierra country.
Great-great grandfather,
Please see BIGELOW Page 7

I'm a man on a mission. A
man with the tools to complete
the mission. A man who is committed to serving the people (I
served in the Military; I was a
career Law Enforcement Officer
for 39 years), and I have served
the Ranchos Community in the
Kiwanis Club and the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce.
I'm also a member of the
Ranchos Senior Citizens Club. I
was the Assistant Chief of
Corrections for your County Jail
for six years. I am a person who
knows how to serve. I was
trained in the Military and in
Law Enforcement to serve as a
Team player and as a Leader.
I have lived in the Madera
Ranchos for nine years and I live
in the North Ranchos in the
16000 block of Monreal Road.

I was born in Weslaco,
Texas in 1958. I am 48 years
old, have been married 28 years
to Margie, and have three children: TJ, Michelle and Lil’
Margie. I have been in law
enforcement for the last 20
years as a correctional officer
for the State of California and
Madera County. I am a retired
Sergeant E-5 from the
California Army National
Guard with 21 years of service.
I moved to Madera County
in 1960, went to local schools
and graduated from Madera
High School, Class of 1976.
I currently reside in the
Parkwood subdivision of Madera.
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What about you makes you
uniquely qualified to represent
the people of the Madera
Ranchos?
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I am a common person
who wants to continue to serve
his community and make

Please see GRANT Page 10
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An equstrian color guard set the tone for the Flatlanders’ Day Parade.

Lack of Help Pushes Few Volunteers to the Limit
By Randy Bailey
Although
this
year’s
Flatlanders’ Day Parade was well
attended and was successful raising funds for its benefactor, the
Ranchos Library, the limited
number of community volunteers
has caused the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce, which
organizes the event, to question
whether there will be a parade
next year.
The bulk of the work for the
entire parade fell upon two people, Chamber president Ollia
Ridge and Secretary Treasurer
Virgina Vick, who handled all
organizational aspects of the

parade from obtaining permits
and securing insurance to walking around with garbage sacks at
the end of the event picking up
trash.
Flatlanders’ Day is a community event that was started
approximately 15 years ago and
has evolved into a giant block
party for the people of the
Ranchos. The Chamber makes no
money on the event and all proceeds go to the Ranchos Library.
If Flatlanders’ Day is to continue, there is going to have to be
a degree of participation from
members of the community so
that the load can be more equally
shared, or it will be gone.
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Editorial

Madera’s Election by Proxy:
We’ll tell you what to Think
By Randy Bailey
For the first time in my adult life, I
watched as someone took my ability to
choose between candidates away. I’m still
not sure who did it, but it’s there and I’ve
got my ideas.
In the race for Madera County District
Attorney you’ve got the incumbent, Ernie
LiCalsi, who’s had the job for 14 years. He
seems like a good guy and he must be
doing something right to hold down the
position for that length of time. But still,
there are rumblings. Stories from the
Madera newspaper. Stories from an online
news service. Stories from attorneys that
have worked with and against him.
I’m not naive. I understand that when
you have a highly public position like the
DA, you become a pretty visible target for
potshots. It goes with the territory. But
still, those rumblings persist. Now here’s
where it gets weird. When any of those
accusations are discussed with anyone
related to LiCalsi’s camp, the response is
kneejerk and automatic: Look at the person making the accusation. This one is a
bad person. That one is a liar. This one
over here beats his wife. That one had a
relative that got convicted ... but when
you’re done with all of the excuses you
realize that your original question was
never answered. You now know who’s a
bad person and who lies and who does
whatever to whomever and you’ve got a
smile on your face as you walk away until
it hits you: You never got an answer. You

were shown what somebody wanted to
show you and you were told what somebody wanted to tell you and anything that
was contrary was conveniently given the
bum’s rush.
In the race for Madera County DA
there is a contender named Franz Criego.
Mr. Criego is no choir boy. He’s had his
share of history, both good and bad. He
came into this race with both barrels blasting. It was sensationalist, it was over the
top and it was negative. The only thing
more disturbing than his attack was that
there was no response to it. Nothing.
Nada. It’s an old political trick to make
your opponent’s claims appear to be so
ludicrous that they’re beneath even being
honoring with a response. You just kind of
shake your head when the opponent starts
up, shrug your shoulders and look at the
audience as if to say, “Do you believe what
I have to put up with?”
From the beginning Criego has asked
one question of his opponent and of any of
his opponent’s supporters: “What am I
lying about?” This seems like it should be
a slam-dunk case. Criego makes the
claims, LiCalsi systematically goes down
the list one by one and shows, once and for
all, that they’re all lies. Yet, that never happens. And instead of that, what does happen? Within a matter of a few days a couple of weeks before the election, Criego is
accused of consorting with prostitutes,
beating ex-wives, ripping off school disPlease see LIES Page 23
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ENOUGH is ENOUGH!
People of Madera County ...
I have never misled the public as to my qualifications
or statements concerning Mr. LiCalsi.
All statements I have made have been independently
documented and verified by the McClatchy
Company’s Sierra Star Newspaper in Oakhurst, Calif.
I have been called a liar by Mr. LiCalsi and his
supporters and as such I ask him:

“Prove that I have lied in an
independent public debate.”

Why is it suddenly so quiet?
t Choice,
Right Man, Righ

Right Now!

Franz Criego
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MadertaAttorney
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Probably the most important thing to keep
in mind is the election that’s coming up on
June 6. We’ve asked the three candidates for
District 1 Supervisor the questions we hear the
most often in our office and their answers are
interesting. Make sure you read their responses.
Under the heading of “Hey! We’re all in
this together,” I got a call from a Ranchos resident on Road 37 that’s had people doing flat
out stupid things to her home. People using her
dumpster out front as a community dumpster;
people coming onto her beautifully managed
lawn to eat lunch in a park-like setting, then
leaving trash all over the place; cigarette butts by her front porch (neither she nor her
husband smoke and their porch is a
LOOOOONG way from the street); and finally,
a young tree in her yard was just broken in half.
What’s up with that? Let’s keep the golden rule
in mind, please? And let’s keep our eyes open
for each other.
If you enjoy riding your motorcycle, here’s a
way to ride and help some sick kids in the
process. The “One Nation Under God” ministry
is having their second annual “Ride for the Cure”
cruise to raise cash for Children’s Hospital in
their quest to combat cancer in children. Nothing
but good all the way around on this one. Call
645-0199 if you need more information.
Did you hear we’re getting a new ZIP code?
Starting July 1 we’re going to be 93636. I kinda
like the sound of that ... I PARTICULARLY like
the sound of that since I was just about to buy new
business cards and I got the information BEFORE
I sent the order in. I love dodging financial bullets.
Congratulations go out to Mona Diaz for
winning the Golden Apple award at the annual
Association
of
California
School
Administrators award dinner. The group does a
lot of work with scholarships for kids and
we’re happy Mona is thought of so highly by
her peers. Congratulations.

Vote CRIEGO for Madera County District Attorney June 6
Paid for by Madera Residents for Responsible Government , Citizens for Law and Order
and The Committee to Elect Franz Criego Madera County District Attorney FPPC#1284295
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Letters
Dear Editor:
I have received and read your issue
today for the first time and I am thrilled
with the content. I was not aware that a
small town would have such a well put
together paper.
Please give my thanks to Randy
Bailey for the information on the drug raid
as this is just up the street from me. Very
encouraging we are being protected and
informed.
Several articles are well worth reading
and it’s great! So far I am impressed with
the balance of sides and views.
Thank You,
Brenda Adams

Dear Editor:
Trough the years I’ve always viewed
The Ranchos Independent as a carrier of
positive news and events from our community. But on your last issue I found your
editorial letter “One Teacher’s View of
Illegal Aliens” to be very disturbing.
The highly aggressive tone of it made
me ask you: WHY? Why did you choose
to publish such an instigating opinion on a
presently sensitive issue? Is it because you
support the contents and want this to be
your stand?
You may answer me by saying you
publish every single letter you receive ...
so if someone writes to you about the
pleasure of seeing someone die after they
shot them, would you publish it? What
about a letter commenting on child
pornography and how satisfying it is for
some people? Oh, so you DO draw the line
at some point, do you?

As a Ranchos resident for over 16
years I am one of our strongest fans. I
believe the greatness of our community is
still one of the best kept secrets in the
Valley. But what makes our area great is
not necessarily our big yards, but our people. We are a uniform group of individuals
who believe in working hard and building
a strong future for our families. We teach
our children about personal responsibility,
honesty, generosity, charity and how the
power to shape our lives is in our hands.
And your article, so full of hatefulness, did absolutely nothing to help me
fuel those principles and give positive
energy so I can pass it on, like you have
always done in the past.
For that I say to you: Too bad. I was
very disappointed by your decision, and I
hope you remember how highly we view
you, next time.
Bettina G.Villanueva

Dear Editor:
Often times we feel as if we do not
have a voice in what impacts our lives, be
it nationally or locally. Major decisions
seem to be made behind closed doors by
people with more money or political clout
than we have. It seems as if “good ideas”
take forever to achieve and “not-so-good
ideas” happen too quickly to stop. We
must remember that we do have a voice.
We have the ability to communicate our
opinion either in writing to our local, state,
or national representative or to our local
newspapers. We can phone our representatives if we want, or we can attend meetings
or view them on the county Webcast over
the internet. We can read and stay

informed. We can talk with our neighbors
and listen to opposing views to understand
the complete issue. (Remember there is
always more than one side to an issue.) We
need to honestly examine our personal priorities and then view them from a community standpoint. Just because something
will not affect me right now, what about
later? Or how will it affect my neighbors
or the community? We need to have some
foresight and conscience about the consequences of our actions. And we need to
remember that just because others don’t
agree with our viewpoint doesn’t mean
that they are wrong or stupid or any of the
other hateful things that divide communities.
My reason for writing this is to remind
people why many of us moved to the
Ranchos. We enjoy the rural feel of the
community while being in close proximity
to the conveniences of Fresno and Madera.
I think we will be doing more harm to our
way of life here if the Madera Ranch
Quarry on Road 209 goes into operation. I
believe that there will be more air, water
and noise pollution, traffic congestion, and
a significant loss of ground water. Others
may view things differently based on their
priorities. Regardless, we all have a voice
that needs to be heard. I urge all of you to
stay informed and attend the next meeting
on this important issue on May 25th at 6:00
p.m. at the Coarsegold Community Center.
Sincerely,
Ellen Mester

what they can do or what they will do.
They make outlandish claims about opponent, in most cases without regard for the
truth.
This time, Mr. LiCalsi’s opponent
made claims about the misuse of campaign
funds. This questions MY honesty. I am
the one who makes the deposits and writes
the checks.
I can assure you that Mr. LiCalsi has never
obtained a loan from his campaign funds. Nor
has his California State Bar Association dues
ever been paid from the account.
I can assure you that donors knew
what their donations were being use for.
No attorneys’ fees were paid before the
Fair Political Practice Commission ruled
that they could be.
All funds donated to Mr. LiCalsi have been
used in an honest and HONORABLE way.
Sincerely,
H.B. “Bud” Smith
The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you.
Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93638
or

FAX 645-4002

Dear Editor:
I hate elections. Candidates don’t run
on their own merit. They don’t tell you

or

ranchosnews@theranchos.com

GOLDEN VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
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The Bookshelf

Paws, Claws and Scales at Library
By Ellen Mester
The Ranchos community really
knows how to have a good time.
Flatlanders’ Parade, Craft Show and
Book Sale were a huge success as
always! A big THANK YOU goes out to
the Friends of the Ranchos Library, the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce,
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors and all of the
community who support this wonderful
event each year.
We’re barking up a new tree now for
the Summer Children’s Reading
Program, Paws, Claws, Scales, and
Tales. Our big bark-off will be on June
22 from 1 to 7 p.m. at the library with
face
painting,
crafts,
contests
(bark/meow competition) and storytime.
Kids and teens can sign up for the summer reading program and fetch a reading
log. After reading 15 books (five for
teens) and recording the titles on the
reading log, the reader will then retrieve
a book of their choosing from the
Friends Book Sale room plus an entry
form for the Dragon Drawing. Each
week a lucky reader’s name will be
drawn from the Dragon Drawing. The
winner will receive a prize package. Also
there will be an opportunity to enter the
Best Pet Photo Contest or the Best
Decorated Pet Dish Contest. Each week
through Aug. 1 we’ll have special
purrrrformances by local celebrities such
as The Fratello Marionettes, Magician
Norman Ng, Oklin Bloodworth, Randel
McGee & Groark, and more. So don’t be
caught cat-napping and miss all the fun!
Bring your tail to the Ranchos Library.
Take a bite out of boredom and chew on
a good book. (Not literally of course).
This year’s Ranchos Roundtable
Readers will enjoy “Literary Adventures
in Early American History.” Readers will
choose novels from a selection of ageappropriate fiction from the time frame
of 1740 to 1850. Poetry, art, culture and
food from the era will be incorporated as
well. This book club is open to anyone
from 6 to14 years of age and will meet
every other Tuesday beginning June 27
at the Ranchos Library from 10 a.m. to
noon for an open discussion led by parent volunteers, Julie Hale and Steve
Bibler. This will be a fun and educational time in which each reader can examine
and share how their story portrays life
during America’s formative years. Signup will begin June 1 at the library.
Book Recommendations
Adult Fiction Book: The Last
Templar written by Raymound Khoury.
While archaeologist Tess Chaykin is
admiring ancient artifacts of the
Vatican on display at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York, four
horsemen dressed as crusade-era
Knights of the Templar crash the party,
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behead an unfortunate guard and steal
away with a special ancient decoding
device. FBI agent
Sean
Reilly,
a
devout Catholic, is
assigned to the
case. In a struggle
to protect the witness,
Tess
Chaykin,
and
find the artifact, a global
pursuit takes
place that is challenging not only to Sean’s
ability as a law enforcement agent but
to his faith as well. Reminiscent of the
Da Vinci Code, this book strives to
uncover evidence that challenges the
basis of Christianity. It’s an actionpacked novel that entertains but doesn’t
have the depth to be very believable.
Adult Non-fiction: Gilgamesh by
Stephen Mitchell. This is a new English
version (copyright 2004), that tells the oldest story ever written dating back to 2750
B.C.—before the Bible
or the Iliad. Written on
clay tablets and found
among the ruins of
Ninevah in ancient
Assyria, this incredible work was lost
for 2000 years
until 1850 when
Englishman
Austen Henry
Layard discovered it. It
tells of the great king Gilgamesh
and his friend Enkidu and their battle with
the monster Humbaba. Unlike simple fairy
tales that we’re accustomed to, this ancient
tale talks openly about sexuality, gods and
goddesses, and jealous brutality. But it also
talks about love, friendship, bravery and
moving on after a tragedy. As Mitchell
explains in the introduction, every negative
is balanced by a positive. Although not recommended for children, this book with
notes and lengthy introduction is interesting in its portrayal of characters from over
4000 years ago — as told by storytellers
from long ago and interpreted into modern
language.
Juvenile Picture Book: I.Q. Goes to
the Library by Mary Ann Fraser. I.Q. is a pet
mouse who lives in
Mrs. Furber’s second
grade class. He shares
lots of adventures
with the students. In
this
book
he
accompanies the
class to the library
where
Mrs.
Binder, the librarian, shows the students all the
interesting and different things to do at the
Please see BOOKSHELF Page 6

COMPLETE
CREMATION
SERVICES

You can pre-plan yours today
# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

Includes: transportation (50 miles), durable
urn and alternative container,
one death certificate, permits & state tax

Phone

662-8825
801 E. Yosemite Ave.
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By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
Did you go to the Flatlanders’ Parade
and Swap Meet? If not, you missed one of
the most unique parades that a small community can put together. I just love it
because it gives a real flavor of our community. The Ranchos Flatlanders’ Parade
features all of the different parts and people of this community. Young and old have
equal opportunity to make a float, ride in
an old car or new car and strut their stuff
in front of their neighbors. The school students, the merchants and the local politicians were all there. The police, the sheriff, the firemen and our own Citizens on
Patrol who keep our neighborhoods safe
were also there. Thank you each and every
one who make our parade so special.
Two special entries this year were our
new Liberty High Drum Line in their
shiny new uniforms. Their new hats came
in just in time for them to wear the hats in
the parade. They sounded great and looked
fantastic and had really smooth moves.
The Pizza Factory had its own world
famous Pizza tosser who put on a great
show for us in the parade. Justin Wadstein
is a local young man who is so good at
tossing pizza that he has competed across
America and even went to Italy to compete
against 12 different countries tossing
pizza. Justin came in fourth at that competition and has been asked back to compete
in Italy this summer. Go Justin! Least I
forget, my Ranchos Hills Seniors friends
put together a neat float that showed the
different activities that we do at the Senior
Center. They even put on a line dance performance behind the float. It was a good
show of our very active Ranchos Hills
Seniors.
Some of the most exciting news that I
received this week was that Golden Valley
received some prior year revenue and also
an increase in some local supplemental
taxes. This means that our computer technology replacement cycle plan can move
forward now. Liberty High will receive 44
new computers; Sierra View Elementary
will receive 32 computers and a printer for
their computer lab plus 22 computers so
that every teacher, the librarian and office
staff will have a new computer plus the
software to run the computers. Webster
Elementary will receive 25 printers for the
teachers who didn’t have one and 12 new
computers for the Reading lab. In addition,
the district technology staff will be providing support to the sites and classrooms. It
is exciting to create new learning opportunities for both the students and the staff in
Golden Valley schools. Keeping up with
21st Century technology is always a challenge for our schools.
Last Friday I had the opportunity to
attend the first Liberty High Career Day.
Since Feb. 1, 2006 I have been attending
the Liberty High Career Technical
Committee meetings. This committee represents both men and women in different
career fields. One of the Technical
Committee’s jobs was to help put together
this first Career Day. Melissa Locke, a
teacher at Liberty, was assigned the job of
coordinating all parts of the Career Day

and she did an excellent job. Students were
given an assignment to be completed when
they attended Career Day based on what
they discovered in their discussions with
several employers.
Did you receive your absent voters
ballot yet? I got my ballot last week. A
couple of years ago I decided to vote this
way. I am a busy person and I was afraid
that Election Day might come and get
overlooked. I haven’t missed an election
for the last 55 years and I didn’t want to
take any chances. This time California
State, Madera County, California
Superintendent of Schools and the very
important Golden Valley Unified School
District measure “S” are what you will be
voting for. I hope you will vote YES on
measure “S” so that Golden Valley can
complete our Liberty High School, build a
permanent Middle School and repair both
Webster Elementary and Sierra View
Elementary schools. If you don’t want to
vote for anything else in this election,
please vote for measure “S”. You will be
voting for the future of the children that
live in our community.
As we come to the end of another
school year in Golden Valley’s schools,
students, teachers and parents have much
to be proud of. Out sports teams have been
great and our academic teams have shined
in Madera County competition. For a
school district that started only 7 years
ago, I think we are doing a good job.
Our Liberty High Senior Class of
2006 will graduate on June 1, 2006. This
will be our second senior graduating class
from Liberty High. Do you know that
Golden Valley has been graduating seniors
for the last 7 years? When Independence
High was our small necessary high school
we graduated students every year that we
have been in business. This has always
amazed me. After the June 1, 2006 graduation there will be a Sober Grad Night
party for all seniors. I was able to work at
this party last year and I will work again
this year. Graduation night is the most
dangerous night of the year for high school
seniors. Sober Grad is a way to keep our
students safe. The Sober Grad committee
of parents has been working hard to make
this a fun night for all of our seniors.
Thank you parents.
Would you like to give money in support of Diana Forshee’s 26.2-mile
marathon, on June 4, 2006 for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society? Make
checks payable to the Society. This is a
cancer research fundraiser and each school
site will be raising money to support Diana
and her walk. This fundraiser will be going
on from May 18 to June 1, 2006 the
marathon walk is on June 4. Let’s help
Diana find a cure for cancer.
On May 18 the Band and Choir
Concert will be held at Liberty High in the
theater at 6 p.m. On Tuesday, May 30, the
Sierra View 5th and 6th grade dinner theater will begin at 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the
multipurpose room.
Ranchos Middle School’s 8th grade
graduation will be Friday, June 2, 2006
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Last but not least,
on June 4 the Ranchos Kiwanis will be
having a Cross the River Run for all of you
runners.

To Advertise
Call
645-0634
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A budding Picasso
from the Ranchos has
scored her first paying gig:
A $25 gift card from Toys
‘R Us.
Doesn’t sound like much
for a work of art? It does if
you’re only 7 years old.
Cori Balcom loves to
draw and color - what 7
year old doesn’t? - the only
difference is that she’s particularly good at it. Around
the time of the Clovis
Rodeo in late April, Cori

library. He is so small but very intelligent
and loves to read and be involved in
everything the students do. In the end,
each student – with his or her parent’s permission – receives a library card. Poor I.Q.
wants a card too but must find a way to get
his permission slip signed. It’s a great
introduction to the library written for
young children. Learning how to locate
books as well as videos, books on tape or
CD, videos, magazines and newspapers in
the card catalog is valuable for everyone.
Check out these books and more at
the library!
Remember your library card …
don’t leave home without it!

got her hands on a program
that had been printed by the
Thrifty Nickel company
out of Fresno for the Clovis
Rodeo. Inside the program
was an offer to children
under 12 to “color the
rodeo clown” and possibly
win a first prize of a $25
gift card to Toys ‘R Us.
Cori had never been to
Toys ‘R Us and she wasn’t
quite sure how much $25
was, but she knew she
wanted to enter the contest.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
presents

A School Bond Town Hall Meeting
Have all of your questions regarding Measure “S”
answered at an informative Town Hall meeting to be held

Approximately a week
later Cori received a phone
call informing her that she
had won first prize and that
the gift card was hers.
After much thought
and after walking every
aisle in Toys ‘R Us, Cori
settled on a Barbie nursery
play set and a pair of sparkly, blue pom poms.
When asked if she
would be entering any
more contests, she said,
“Yes!”

Make an appointment with relief!
Non-invasive therapeutic massage, treating pain caused by neuropathy, carpal tunnel,
arthritis and plantar fasciitis. Increases circulation and nerve conduction.

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy
Christy Prater, CNRT call 559-222-FEET

(222-3338)

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31
6:30 p.m.
at the LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY
Yes on “S” Committee members present will be Mike Kelly, Ron Osborn and
Doug Reitz. For more information call the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce at 645-4001 or the Ranchos Independent at 645-0634.

Puzzle Answers

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL •
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •
• DRIVEWAYS • HOUSE PADS •

289-1743

Artist Cori Balcom and her prize for coloring
a clown for a Clovis Rodeo program. The $25
gift card quicly became a Barbie nursery set.

Ranchos Artist Draws Her Pay

CALL BOB
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Fine Quality Craftmanship

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

GOLD GLASS

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

Precision Collision Repair

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME
FREE ESTIMATES

674-8591
WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

May 2006

TREE
FARM
Thousands to Choose From
Great Prices & We Deliver

CM&N Nursery
call JOHN FINLEY

974-2117

35597 AVE 12 1/2
Madera Ranchos

(Corner of AVE 12 1/2 & RD 35 1/2)

Central Valley Fitness
CERTIFIED IN-HOME PERSONAL TRAINING

GET FIT IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME! CALL TODAY FOR
A FREE CONSULTATION AND 50% OFF YOUR FIRST SESSION.

www.centralvalleyfitness.com

American Council on Exercise

5/06

559-645-5268 or559-871-1658
IS YOUR COMPUTER
SLOWER THAN YOU?

• Annoying pop ups? • Computer speed gone?
• Is your wireless connection secure?

COMPÎMOBILE

IS THE ANSWER!
Insured statewide and servicing Madera,
Fresno, Kings and Tulare Counties
Residential
Business
Commercial
DSL/Cable
Connections
(BEAR) Lic. #E82348

we do laptop
repairs too!

Keith Canfield

559-229-3021
559-380-8523

BIGELOW Continued from Page 1
Harmon,
started
the
Ponderosa
Telephone Company with two wires
strung through trees so that his wife,
Leota, could talk to her friend a half-mile
away. Requests came in from other residents for service and when the Forest
Service wanted Mr. Bigelow to take over
its phones in 1908, the Ponderosa
Telephone Company was officially established.
Frank Bigelow has been an employee of the Ponderosa Telephone Company
since 1973 and is currently vice-president. He worked his way up through the
ranks of the company, learning all facets
of the business.
Frank Bigelow officially became a
firefighter on his 18th birthday, but volunteered “unofficially” before that,
working with his father and meeting a
need for the local community. He volunteers to this day, having served over 30
years with the local volunteer fire department and feels that a volunteer fire
department should be run by people in
the community to meet a need, not as a
second source of income or for personal
gratification. Volunteers should do firefighting as a community service.
Frank Bigelow has and is involved in
many organizations and committees,
including his appointment by Governor
Wilson to the Madera District Fair Board,
his election to the Madera Ag Boosters
Board of Directors, California Shorthorn
Breeder’s Association Board of Directors
and the Madera County Cattleman’s
Association Board of Directors. He
served as a leader in the Spring Valley 4H Club and is a strong supporter of the
Future Farmers of America. In keeping
with family tradition, he has continued to
raise champion registered Shorthorn cattle and champion registered Columbia
Sheep. Bigelow Farms is one of the oldest active ranches in the County.
In November of 1998, Frank
Bigelow won the Supervisorial seat for
District 1 in Madera County on the belief
that there is a need for strong leadership
in order to confront several important
issues, such as growth, impact of growth
on agriculture, lack of jobs that pay a
decent wage and especially, water.
In 2002, Frank Bigelow was appointed as Chairman to the Board of
Supervisors and won a second term as
Supervisor to District 1, which started in
2003. He also spearheaded the formation
of the San Joaquin River Task Force that
consists of several counties and agencies
with the same concern for the water interests of the San Joaquin River and groundwater located within the central San
Joaquin Valley.
Chairman Bigelow currently serves
on the following:
Central
Sierra
Watershed
Committee, CSAC Board of Directors,
CSAC Policy Committee-Housing/Land
Use/Transportation, Eastern Madera
County Water Oversight Advisory
Committee,
Flood
Control/Water
Conservation Agency Advisory Board,
Foreign Trade Zone Advisory Board Alternate, Interagency Children & Youth
Services Council and Executive
Committee - Alternate, Local Agency
Formation Commission, Madera Co.
Transportation Authority, Madera Co.
Transportation Commission, Mid Valley
Water Authority, Regional Council of
Rural Counties (RCRC) Alternate,
Resource Advisory Committee, Resource
Conservation & District, San Joaquin
River Conservancy, San Joaquin River
Task Force (Chairman), Sierra National
Forest Committee, Water Oversight
Committee, Workforce Development
Council - Alternate, Yosemite Area
Regional
Transportation
Strategy
(YARTS) – Alternate.
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What about you makes you uniquely
qualified to represent the people of the
Madera Ranchos?
A broad background and working
knowledge that’s already at speed, delivering for our community. I believe the
other element that is brought to the table
is the common sense value from a business perspective, being the only candidate to be in an active private business. I
know the people of Madera Ranchos and
have built relationships with the businesses, the seniors and the constituents
over the past 10-12 years.
The Issues
WATER
1. What specific plans do you have to
help Ranchos residents and their water
troubles?
The first action is to have the people
become better informed on the facts
about water. There is a lot of hype in the
community that doesn’t always have the
full level of facts presented.
2. Would you favor a water treatment
facility, including water and sewage
facilities, to provide a constant, safe
source of water for ALL of the
Ranchos? If so, how would you suggest
it be financed?
This question presumes that we need
a plant such as suggested in the question.
Having said that, we have been concerned for sometime that there are
impacts occurring in the area that may
dictate that these types of needs will be
required. There have been changes in the
state requirements for community water
systems such as the one serving the
Ranchos. This makes it very challenging
to meet everyone’s demand.
Sewer Plants are becoming the norm
for newer or new developments that want
to address their community impacts.
These types of tools are very helpful in
addressing water impacts and very well
may be the tool of choice for communities that have a willingness to face their
needs and impacts.
I believe that these would be a community effort solution, meaning this
would most likely need to be done
through a bond, which would require an
election.
3. Would you be in favor of creating
ponding basins in the Ranchos to help
recharge our underground water and, if
so, how would they be funded?
The county has been looking at addressing ground water recharge needs and
locations. This area is most troubling
because of the challenges of the ESA
(Endangered Species Act). It isn’t always
possible to place the retention basins
where it looks benign. We also must look
at the flood control value that we receive
from having ponding basins. This will be
an added value brought to the community.
4. Does the Ranchos need to create its
own water district?
The Ranchos is in a district of sorts.
It is surrounded or bounded by two districts that are already in place. First, I
would like to explore this area with members of the community and see if it is of
benefit to the community. If not, then we
need to decide what kind of district we
want to create. We must start to talk about
what we want the proposed district to
accomplish. This is sure to be a long a
lively decision. Thanks Randy!

Please see BIGELOW Page 8
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BIGELOW Continued from Page 7
GROWTH
1. What is your vision of the future of
the Ranchos?
This is a tough question. Why?
Because this isn’t about what I want - it
is about what the community wants. I’m
just the conduit to achieving those goals.
If it is your question as to what I want,
well I would like to have a community
where people know one another, I would
like to have the best schools for the children, I would like to be able to walk the
streets without fear, and more places to
work closer to home.
2. How will you help stimulate businesses being drawn to the Ranchos?
Stimulating business growth to the
community is already in progress. The
Board of Supervisors funds the Economic
Development Commission. This program
goes out and promotes Madera County, in
particular the communities that are in
need for services. This does boil down to
people choosing to locate here.
3. How can you help the Ranchos in the
following areas:
a. A post office
I did deliver a post office to the area.
It was a portable from the main branch.
Now that the population is increasing,
and the Golden Valley school district is
creating an increased amount of business
as well as increased business in the area,
it is time to have a conversation with the
postal service to see if a branch post
office is warranted in the Ranchos area. I
would be pleased to facilitate that discussion.

working with Golden Valley Unified as
well as community members to identify a
site for a community toddler park.

PET BOUTIQUE
4. Why do projects like Gateway Village
take so long to materialize when across
the San Joaquin River evidence of
growth on the Fresno side seems so
robust? What will you do to even the
playing field with Fresno development
for Ranchos residents?
The Fresno side of the river has been
pre-zoned for years through their General
plan. As for Gateway Village, they have
taken their project through the entire
gamut, and as a result, they have had to
go through a general plan amendment,
rezoning and the entire process of map
revisions due to lawsuits and some partners withdrawing their property.
There isn’t an unlevel playing field
between Fresno and Madera Counties.
The issue is political in nature and a competitive marketplace. But, as your supervisor, I will continue to work for a balanced growth portfolio in the Ranchos.

Feed for pets from hamsters to horses • Nutro • Merrick • Wellness
Natural Balance • Pet Accessories • Beanie Babies • Candles

645-PETS

Open Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos

5. What are your thoughts on the proposed Del Webb retirement community
proposed for Avenue 15?
At this point I believe they have
changed their minds and have moved on.
6. Aggregate is crucial to growth. What
are your views on the proposed Madera
Ranch aggregate quarry?
As I have stated, my family owns
property that adjoins this proposed project so I have declared a conflict of interest. The Government code is very
detailed on this matter. I wish I could say
more.

b. A bank
I’ve tried working with a local bank
for a site. I believe community members
should also demonstrate an interest, as
well as community businesses, with a
local bank in Madera, such as
Community Bank, to show support for a
branch in the Ranchos.
c. An industrial park

7. What are your thoughts on the viability of the Ranchos becoming an incorporated city? Would you support or oppose
such a move?
The community doesn’t have the
ability to be revenue neutral; this is a
requirement of the state law. I couldn’t
recommend this action to anyone at this
time based on what I know about this
action.

This is interesting. As you or the
readers may know, we have an industrial
park in the area just down by the railroad
tracks. We have several parties that want
to invest and have had a lot of interest in
investing. We hope to see a start soon on
this park area with good paying local
jobs.

8. How much of an advocate for the
Ranchos will you be at the Board of
Supervisors, during trips to Sacramento
and while meeting with those who have
the power to bring positive changes to
the Ranchos?

d. A community park

I already am an advocate for the
community, I have had the opportunity
many times to speak to people who have

For the last two years I have been

Please see BIGELOW Page 22

THINGS ARE HEATING UP!

FULL A/C TUNE-UP

$

55

WE ACCEPT
MOST COMPETITOR’S
COUPONS
call for details

WHEN HONESTY AND QUALITY
WORK MATTERS, CALL BRIAN’S
HEATING & COOLING

00

parts extra
if needed

Expires 6/15/06

COMPLETE UNIT
CHANGE OUT
Starting at

2,900

$
Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor’s #862395

Includes duct certification
Expires 6/15/06
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Who gets YOUR vote for Madera County District Attorney?
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Attorney?

Right Man, Right Choice,

Right Now!

Franz Criego
Madera County
District Attorney

Vote CRIEGO for Madera County District Attorney June 6
Paid for by Madera Residents for Responsible Government , Citizens for Law and Order and The Committee to Elect Franz Criego Madera County District Attorney FPPC#1284295
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GRANT Continued from Page 1
I am as different from the other two
candidates as "Day" and "Night"! Career
Law Enforcement Officer as a Deputy
Sheriff, Chief of Police, and as your
Corrections Chief for your County Jail. I
know a lot about leading others and getting the job done under conditions more
stressful than most business people
because law enforcement is a dangerous
profession.
I am committed to the Quality of Life
we have created for ourselves and our
children in Eastern Madera County. I have
a unique quality of perceiving people's
character and real true intention.
The Issues
WATER
1. What specific plans do you have to
help Ranchos residents and their water
troubles?
Create a Water Resource Committee
of my own with qualified water knowledgeable Ranchos residents and present
my recommendations to the County Board
of
Supervisors
and
Sacramento
Legislators. I am seriously meaning to
eliminate the current Water Oversight
Committee!!!
One main goal of our committees
objective: To retain an engineering firm to
map and track the amount of surface and
underground water; assess and develop a
precise and detailed water impact report;
and make it available to public review.
2. Would you favor a water treatment
facility, including water and sewage
facilities, to provide a constant, safe
source of water for ALL of the Ranchos?
If so, how would you suggest it be
financed?

A pro-active and steady growth with
the participation of the Madera Ranchos
and Rolling Hills community organizations: Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis
Club, Senior citizens, PTA, Children’s
Hospital, Fire Stations, Sheriff's Office
and the Taxpayers’ Association. Utilizing
their input in developing a residential and
commercial infrastructure.
2. How will you help stimulate businesses being drawn to the Ranchos?
By stimulating the labor market
through the Chamber of Commerce and
the Madera Economic Commission.
Appoint someone from the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce to sit on the
Madera
Economic
Development
Commission. That individual would work
at utilizing the media, EDD and the internet, the most powerful tool in promoting
new businesses in the Ranchos.
3. How can you help the Ranchos in the
following areas:
a. A post office
Post Office - Work with the local
Chamber and the Postmaster and mitigate
installing another RV or office Post Office
at the Ranchos. As your elected County
Supervisor I have the power to lobby the
Congressional Representatives on this
issue.
b. A bank

3. Would you be in favor of creating
ponding basins in the Ranchos to help
recharge our underground water and, if
so, how would they be funded?
YES, My own water coalition would
be introduced to all the key players in the
water business, in order for all of us to
understand the role these entities represent
and their true intentions. Being volunteers
would cut costs on some of their administrative overhead. Paid consultants, engineers and contractors would be paid on
scheduled deadline with credit oversights.
Other revenue could be brought in from
contributions, such as corporations,
fundraising with gaming casinos, and once
again bond measures being the last resort.
Creativity is the name of the game and not
redundant government intervention with
outdated plans.
4. Does the Ranchos need to create its
own water district?
YES, I would entertain the idea.
However, we would require a thorough
impact assessment. Establishing our own
water district requires strategic planning
and political tactics in order to become
autonomous. Most assuredly, groundwater mapping and usage of water resources
over a period requires hiring the best consultants and expert engineers. Indeed,
thorough assessment must be taken seriously in order to take control of our water.
GROWTH
1. What is your vision of the future of the
Ranchos?

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal
15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722
Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna
Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution
For needy families. Everyone Welcome!
Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Care Givers
Needed
Assist the elderly. Make a real difference in the lives of the elderly. Provide non-medical help. Car required.
24 hrs. & shifts available in Fresno & Madera Counties.

Call Home Instead Job Line 265-3110

BOUNCE HOUSE
RENTAL

$
only

Bank - Once again utilize the
Economic Commission and the local
Chamber of Commerce membership who
are bankers and propose a bank satellite
office in the Ranchos. Start off with an
ATM Banking Center.
c. An industrial park

YES, I am in favor of a Water Bank
and sewage facilities and I would seek
financing from County, State and Federal
Grants. I would support sponsoring a
Bond Measure as a last resort. Interest
loans will continue to put our County in a
deficit.

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

Industrial Park - Rio Mesa would be a
viable location and potential spot. Our
eastern Madera District requires an industrial park to enlarge the labor market and
district revenues, however, infrastructure
first and foremost must be evaluated and
mitigated through their EIRs in order to
target an advantageous location.
d. A community park
Community Park - In the past, The
Kiwanis Club and Dr. Kim and other
Ranchos Citizens proposed to create a
Community Park at Liberty High School
property that was donated for a park. The
current County supervisor would not
entertain the concept at that time. The
project was tabled. When elected, I would
re-open the issue and make it a reality.
4. Why do projects like Gateway Village
take so long to materialize when across
the San Joaquin River evidence of
growth on the Fresno side seems so
robust? What will you do to even the
playing field with Fresno development
for Ranchos residents?
Gateway - I am in favor of the
Gateway Tract of Homes. I would like to
know "Why" this has not occurred. I think
the currently sitting Supervisor should
explain this to the people. When elected I
will seek the answers to this.
5. What are your thoughts on the proposed Del Webb retirement community
proposed for Avenue 15?
Del Webb - I am in favor of this.
Again, The current Supervisor should
explain to the people why this hasn't happened?
6. Aggregate is crucial to growth. What
Please see GRANT Page 12

5000

6 hour
rental time

Ranchos area only. Expires 6/30/06
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It’s Time for a Change!

elect

HAL GRANT
District 1 Supervisor

The Candidate with “Leadership” Experience
• ELECT GRANT is a vote for protection of your water!
• ELECT GRANT is a vote for public safety!
• ELECT GRANT is a vote for problem solving!
• ELECT GRANT is a vote for integrity and honesty!

VALLEY TAXPAYER'S
COALITION
www.refundfresno.com
Our Motto: Less Government, Lower Taxes
Chris Mathys, President
Barbara Aguirre, Treasurer
Ken Steitz, Budget Oversight
Jeff Reid, Corporate Counsel
Layne Lev, Web Design

TAX COALITION ENDORSES GRANT FOR
MADERA SUPERVISOR DISTRICT ONE
(Former law enforcement official Hal Grant who received a unanimous endorsement from the Valley Taxpayer's Coalition.)

The Valley Taxpayer's Coalition is honored to put their support behind Hal Grant. Mr. Grant worked hard fighting
crime and keeping our community safe. He has also been a tireless volunteer for the County of Madera.
Coalition President Chris Mathys stated: “It’s time for a change in District 1. Hal has the energy and experience to
fight for the people of Madera County.”
The coalition president is available for comment by calling: (559) 903-0772

Career Law Enforcement Officer and Military Veteran
Member of Ranchos Kiwanis, Senior Citizen’s Club and Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Endorsed by CHRIS MATHYS, past State Assembly Candidate, and many good citizens of District One.
“No hidden agendas, no tricks - I am a voice of the people, by the people and for the people.” - Hal Grant

ELECT HAL GRANT JUNE 6th
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Hal Grant Dist. 1 Supervisor, FPPC #1241422
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GRANT Continued from Page 10
are your views on the proposed Madera
Ranch aggregate quarry?
I am in favor of a quarry but NOT in
the proposed area that it is currently
planned. That area is all residences and
zoned agriculture and there are too many
concerns regarding water contamination
and public safety.
7. What are your thoughts on the viability of the Ranchos becoming an incorporated city? Would you support or oppose
such a move?
There is no tax base for it now.
8. How much of an advocate for the
Ranchos will you be at the Board of
Supervisors, during trips to Sacramento
and while meeting with those who have
the power to bring positive changes to the
Ranchos?
110% full time Supervisor and 7 days
a week.
SCHOOLS
1. Part of growth is more school facilities
for our children. Where do you stand on
the proposed Measure “S” School Bond
issue for Golden Valley Unified?
Schools. I totally and whole-heartedly support Measure "S". Our children are
our future. I look forward to the day when
we can say our Golden Valley Unified
Schools produces a Governor of
California or a President of the United
States.
ROADS
1. Growth has taken its toll on our roads.
The replacement for Measure “A” provides for no repairs within the Ranchos.
What are you specifically going to do to

get our roads in drivable condition?
The County of Madera ballot will
show it as Measure “C” in November. I'm
still studying the issues and I am still
undecided.
CRIME
1. At present on weekends there are three
Sheriff’s deputies patrolling from Bass
Lake to Firebaugh, making response
time to the Ranchos sometimes futile.
What will you do to increase the number
of active deputies for the Ranchos,
including the possibility of having an
actual substation whose location would
be ideally located between Madera and
the Fresno border?
As a career law enforcement officer
and former police chief and corrections
chief, no one is more anti-crime than I am!
I will work very closely with the Sheriff
and assist him in obtaining more deputies
to protect you. I will lobby for funds from
the State and Federal governments. I will
assist him in establishing a foundation for
public safety which then can obtain funds
from corporations and individuals for the
sole purpose of law enforcement and public safety. No one can be more public safety conscious than I will.
Is there anything else you’d like the
voters of the Madera Ranchos to know
when they go to vote on June 6?
Indeed, by all means, vote for the betterment of our district and the County of
Madera. Do not be influenced by fancy
flashy campaign ads and slim mailers or
fictitious promises. I am a straight forward candidate with the simplest answers
I can give you. And, the simplest answer
is the most often and usually the truest
answer. Elect Hal Grant for government
of the people, for the people, and by the
people.

www.theRanchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
www.theRanchos.com
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

To Advertise
Call
645-0634

Residential & Commercial

CONTINUOUS GUTTERS
Up to 60 feet

FREE

• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

with any complete
reroof or new roof
Call for details.
Expires 6/14/06

Lic# 814909

Always high quality at good prices! 559-645-5663
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BOBCAT WORK

NEED MORE
SPACE?

• Grading
• Tree holes
• Fence post holes

call evenings

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

645-7826

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

Family Owned
Since 1976

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

559-269-1956
CCL
CCL #526211
#526211

CHILD’S
COMPLETE
DENTAL EXAM

TEETH
WHITENING

$

$

120 130

Includes:
• X-Rays and exam
• Simple cleaning
• Fluoride treatment
• Orthodontic evaluation

OFF

New patients only. Children 16
years old and under.

Regularly $399.
Only $269 with this coupon.

Limited time only. One coupon per
customer. Expires 7/31/06

Limited time only. One coupon per
customer. Expires 7/31/06
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MEDRANO Continued from Page 1
District 1, including the Ranchos, a viable
and attractive place to live.
The Issues
WATER
1. What specific plans do you have to help
Ranchos residents and their water troubles?
Limit future development to research
and development of water districts and
recharge alternatives for growth. Look for
funding to support a similar program as
the water bank for the recharging of the
water table in the Ranchos.
2. Would you favor a water treatment
facility, including water and sewage facilities, to provide a constant, safe source of
water for ALL of the Ranchos? If so, how
would you suggest it be financed?
Yes, I would support a water treatment
facility. I would look to use State and Federal
Grants and bonds to finance the water facility.
3. Would you be in favor of creating
ponding basins in the Ranchos to help
recharge our underground water and, if
so, how would they be funded?
Yes, I would use grants or bonds to
finance a water recharge system.
4. Does the Ranchos need to create its
own water district?
I am not sure if the Ranchos could be
served with its own water district but I would
research it with an open mind in keeping the
best interest of the Ranchos residents.

gency services will be available to it and
where will they be coming from. What
will be the response time?
6. Aggregate is crucial to growth. What
are your views on the proposed Madera
Ranch aggregate quarry?
I am still evaluating the planned quarry. I have some concerns but I am still
gathering information from the residents
of District 1.
7. What are your thoughts on the viability of the Ranchos becoming an incorporated city? Would you support or oppose
such a move?
Yes.
8. How much of an advocate for the Ranchos
will you be at the Board of Supervisors, during trips to Sacramento and while meeting
with those who have the power to bring positive changes to the Ranchos?
I will represent the Ranchos in the
same urgency as the rest of District 1, as
their representative.
SCHOOLS
1. Part of growth is more school facilities
for our children. Where do you stand on
the proposed Measure “S” School Bond
issue for Golden Valley Unified?
As a school board member I know
how important funds are for schools and
how hard they are to come by. I support
the Measure “S” bond measure.

GROWTH
1. What is your vision of the future of the
Ranchos?

ROADS
1. Growth has taken its toll on our roads.
The replacement for Measure “A” provides for no repairs within the Ranchos.
What are you specifically going to do to
get our roads in drivable condition?

The Ranchos is unique because its
residents want it to grow into its own city,
but it has a few obstacles to overcome.
Drainage, police and fire protection, water,
roads; I will work hard to find solutions to
the obstacles through a Ranchos
Community Committee driven by the best
interests of the Ranchos residents.

I need to look more into the new
Measure A. I would like to see that the measure includes language to repair the roads.
Besides the measure, I will work aggressively to maintain and keep our county in serviceable condition. I do not want them to continue to diminish beyond repair. Our roads
are a lifeline to a viable community.

2. How will you help stimulate businesses
being drawn to the Ranchos?

CRIME
1. At present on weekends there are three
Sheriff’s deputies patrolling from Bass
Lake to Firebaugh, making response time
to the Ranchos sometimes futile. What will
you do to increase the number of active
deputies for the Ranchos, including the
possibility of having an actual substation
whose location would be ideally located
between Madera and the Fresno border?

When we build the infrastructure, the
businesses will come.
3. How can you help the Ranchos in the
following areas:
a. A post office
b. A bank
c. An industrial park
d. A community park
I will work through the negotiation
process to bring these services to the Ranchos
as we work toward building the infrastructure.
4. Why do projects like Gateway Village
take so long to materialize when across
the San Joaquin River evidence of
growth on the Fresno side seems so
robust? What will you do to even the
playing field with Fresno development
for Ranchos residents?
I believe that the residents of the
Ranchos want some growth, but we must
keep in mind that growth takes water
and we cannot allow one with out the
other.
5. What are your thoughts on the proposed Del Webb retirement community
proposed for Avenue 15?
My first concern is how are the roads
to the development and what type of emer-

I will work very aggressively to fully
staff the Sheriff’s department and maintain
an active substation to cut down the
response time to the Ranchos community.
The value of the volunteers on patrol program and the reserve officers is tremendous. I plan on supporting and building
onto the existing programs in an effort to
maintain the safety for the sheriff’s
deputies and the residents of the Ranchos.
Is there anything else you’d like the
voters of the Madera Ranchos to know
when they go to vote on June 6?
I want to make sure that that the residents
of the Ranchos are not left out of any decisions
that are made for district 1. When elected to
office I will be forming a committee of representatives from each part of district 1 to be the
eyes and the ears of the area. I want to hear from
the ranchos and every other area in the district.
It will be my honor to represent you for the
county and I hope to do so for years to come.
Thank you for the opportunity to answer
your questions.

Ride for the Cure!
The Motorcycle
Ministry of

“One Nation
Under God”

presents its

2nd Annual
Children’s Hospital Central California
Motorcycle Event

SAT. JUNE 3 • 1 PM

Enter to Ride!

All profits will be donated to Children’s Hospital for the purpose of any
activity that supports children with cancer or helps to find a cure.
for morell
info ca

RON or SUE SHAW

645-0199 or 232-3464

rgsfss@sbcglobal.net
Ride will begin at 1st Souther n Baptist
Church Madera at 711 Nebraska and will
end at Children’s Hospital Central Valley.
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Golden Valley Unified School District 1999 Bond Information

GVUSD Graduations, Promotions and Awards

Since the GVUSD Board passed the Resolution to put a $70 million bond on the
June Ballot, there have been numerous questions regarding the status of the 1999
school bond funds. The following information is an effort to address these questions.

• Liberty High School Graduation Ceremony June 1, 2006 6:00 p.m.—(tickets
required).
• RMS 8th grade promotion at Liberty High School June 2, 2006 6:00 p.m.
• Sierra View Award Assembly and 6th grade promotion at Sierra View June 1,
2006 8:15 a.m.
• Webster Elementary 6th grade promotion at Webster Elementary June 2, 2006
8:30 a.m.

Liberty High School Student Receives
Scholarship at ACSA “Golden Apple” Dinner

Liberty High School Phase II Classroom Wing.
What were the Liberty High School, Phase I, construction costs?
•$25,455,926.03. A complete listing of expenses are available on the Golden Valley
District web site at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us.
What was purchased with $20 million of local bond funds?
• One hundred forty-two acres of land – of which 85 acres were allocated for
Liberty High School – all phases, with 51 acres remaining for future facility projects.
• Facility infrastructure where none existed; well pump; 1 million gallon water storage tank and wastewater treatment facility.
• Phase 1 of Liberty High School.
• Interim Middle School.
• Phase 2 of Liberty High School currently under construction.
• Webster modernization and District match.
• Ranchos Middle School permanent middle school design.
Why was the Interim Middle School campus built?
• To provide an interim campus to house 325 middle school student while the permanent Ranchos Middle School is being designed/built.
• Future use of the interim school includes: An overflow site while new schools are
being constructed, possibly an adult ed school site, District Office or Liberty High
School expansion.
Why has Liberty High School not been “finished”?
• The District master planned the campus for an eventual enrollment of 1,200 students.
• The District used all the State’s eligibility that was available at the time to build
Phase 1 of Liberty High School for 700 students.
• The District used all of the bond fund it was able to access at that time – bond fund
availability is based on the assessed valuation of the District.
• The District wanted to make sure classroom space was available to students before
considering the football stadium and swimming pool projects.

LHS student Katie Sanders received
the ACSA scholarship at the Golden Apple
Dinner on May 9, 2006. Katie Sanders
ranks 14th in her graduating class and she
is currently carrying a 3.75 cumulative
GPA. Katie has been an active member of
the AVID program serving as an AVID
tutor. Ever since she can remember, Katie
has always been there to help others with
their academics. She has been accepted to
attend California State University at
Fresno and plans on majoring in mathematics. Katie has aspirations of becoming
a high school math teacher and would love
to come back to Liberty High School and
teach. According to Katie, “I have always
wanted to be a teacher since the second
grade. I love kids.”

Katie Sanders (front) received her
scholarship from LHS Pricipal
Andy Alvarado and Superintendant
Dr. Marilyn Shepherd.

K-8 History-Social Science Adoption
This year the State Board of
Education approved new History-Social
Science materials for K-8 schools. Their
statement accompanying the list of publishers is, “Preparing for the next generation of citizens is one of public education’s most important roles, and it is
accomplished in no small degree through
a quality history-social science program
in schools.”
In Golden Valley a committee of
teachers has worked since January evaluating all of the books and materials
using a toolkit that looked at the content
and organization of the materials, how
the materials assessed student learning,

whether the books met the needs of
Special Education students, English
learners, struggling readers, and gifted
learners.
The committee chose
Houghton
Mifflin
History-Social
Science at the K-6 level and Holt
California Social Studies for middle
school students. These books are available for parents to see in Room 5 at the
District Office. To see the books, come
to Room 1 at the District Office, and
someone will take you to Room 5. The
books will be available for viewing from
May 10th to May 24th. The adoption
will go to the Board on May 23, 2006,
for approval.

GOLDEN VALLEY DISTRICT OFFICE SUMMER HOURS
June 12 to July 28 • Monday through Thursday
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
All sites will also be observing the 4-day work week.

REMEMBER TO VOTE JUNE 6TH
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Sierra View Panthers
Had A Great Year

Sierra View has had a busy year
full of fun and learning!
• Fun days like Crazy Hair Day!
• Sierra View Sixth Grade Camp
• Kinder Circus
• Sierra View’s first graders sang songs, memorized portions of the constitution, and made presentations on influential Americans like Martin Luther King and Abraham Lincoln during Sierra View’s Patriotic Day Celebration.
• Sierra View’s GATE students worked hard in the Chaffee Zoo University.
• Sierra View students learned about fire safety from some of Madera County’s finest.
• Sierra View students, teachers and community celebrated the safe return from Iraq of former SV teacher Mr.
Lloyd Wilfong. Mr. Wilfong and his family were treated to music, delicious goodies, and a sizable check in
appreciation of his service.
• Second graders at Sierra View launched Rockets to learn about motion, trajectory, apogee, gravity, angles and so
much more. Who said learning wasn’t fun.
• All Sierra View teachers participated in a week long training on teaching and implementing the language AB
standards.

Webster Kicks Off the 2005-2006 School Year With Character!

One of the overarching themes at Webster this
year has been that Character Counts! We started the
year emphasizing the six pillars of good character and
Webster’s students continued to show good character
all year long.
Some highlights of our year are:
• Grandparents Read and Feed - Grandparents
had breakfast with their grandchildren and then went
into their classroom and read their favorite book to
the class.
• Webster celebrated student achievement at our
STAR Awards Assembly. This assembly honors students who achieved proficient or advanced on the
California Standards Test. Webster’s API score of
829 showed a growth of 18 points over the previous
year.
• Webster’s Annual Carnival is always a big hit
with young and old alike. The Ranchos Community
is fantastic about coming out and supporting Webster.
• Webster’s WPTC sponsored two Family Fun
Nights this year. We had a movie night and our families went to Madera Skate for an evening of roller
staking.
• Character Counts Desserts were implemented
for the very first time. Each month a different child

who exemplified the character of the month was
picked to represent their class at this event.
The California School Board Association honored Webster’s Reading Lab with the Golden Bell
Award.
• Two of Webster’s students received bikes
compliments of Pelco. They were both thrilled to be
picked for this honor.
• Webster’s Primary Winter Program was outstanding this year. The scenery was delightful and
the children’s singing was beautiful.
• Webster students once again were picked to
represent our school at the Peach Blossom Festival
held at Fresno State.
• Students “caught” exhibiting one of the Six
Pillar of Character received a special Wall of Fame
Certificate. Students throughout the campus were
eager to be put on the Wall of Fame.
• Six Graders bundled up, fought the rain and the
snow and had a great time at Sixth Grade Camp!
• Donuts with Dad was held for the first time at
Webster, and it was a fantastic success with over 300
dads attending. Webster dads really supported this
event and our students were delighted to have their
dads share that special time with them.
• As our year winds down we are looking forward
to several more very special events:
• Our end of year Awards Ceremonies, Thursday,
June 1st
• And then the last day of regular school on
Friday, June 2nd.
Even though the 2005-2006 school year is over,
the Webster campus will not be quiet. Summer
School for both Webster and Sierra View students will
begin on Tuesday, June 6th and GVUSD’s annual fee
based SEA (Summer Elementary Activities) Program
will begin also! At Webster Elementary, day in and
day out, giving our students the best possible education is our one and only goal.
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Ranchos Middle School
Mustang Highlights
Grand Opening of the new Interim Ranchos
Middle School was very exciting and was made possible by a lot of hard work from district and site personnel.
Ranchos Middle School won the title of “Gear Up
School on the Move” – We are making things happen
to help students succeed.
Our 8th Grade students placed 1st in the county
pentathlon super quiz and our 7th graders placed second.
RMS came together a couple of times this year to
support another student in a tragedy that occurred in

their life.
A beautiful and educational Civil War ball
7th graders dissecting the cow eyes got a lot of students thinking about science.
Hard working students enjoyed rallys and dances.
Outstanding RMS Drama class performances
Awesome Band and Choir debut at Disneyland
All RMS 7th graders visit California State
University Fresno
All RMS 8th graders visit university campuses
including US Santa Cruz, UC Davis and Cal Poly
First Annual Science Fair was held at RMS
Overall winning performances by Ranchos
Athletics
Ranchos Middle School Students worked hard this
year, received awards and most of all showed a overall
genuine concern for other students which is a lot to be
proud of.

Liberty Hawks 2005 - 2006 Highlights
• 99.9% Completion of STAR Testing
• 87% Pass English Language Arts CAHSEE 10th Grade Administration
• 84% Pass Mathematics CAHSEE – 10th
Grade Administration
• 36 Associated Student Body Clubs
• Increase enrollment in Advancement Via
Individual Determination
• Human Relations Day sponsored by LHS
Leadership Class
• 10% increase in number of Students admitted
into 4 year universities
• Coordination of First School-to-Career Fair
• Academic Decathlon Super Quiz Champions
• Increase Advance Placement Offerings (3)
• Character Counts Education was implemented
• Career Skills Challenge Sierra Division
Champions
• Sports Medicine Program was implemented
• ROP Culinary Arts, ROP Careers in
Education, ROP Commercial Art, ROP Sports
Medicine
• Liberty High School FFA Chapter was started
• Girls Softball Valley Champions
• West Sierra League Wrestling Champions
• Girls Doubles Tennis Champions
• Football and Girls Basketball Team Make
Playoffs
• 2nd Annual STAR Carnival
• LHS Varsity Football Team makes playoffs
• LHS Varsity Wrestling wins Valley
• Battle of the Bands
• Career Tech committee launched
• Senior Exit Interviews
• Phase II Classroom Construction begins
• WASC Accreditation Self-Study Process
• EduSoft
• Established Benchmark Exams
• Common Final Assessments
• Secondary Specialized Programs Math Grant
Recipients/$35,000

Page 18

May 2006

Alternative Education Grows in 2005 - 2006
Opened Valley Teen Ranch Community Day School
Relocated Independence Continuation High School
Opened Lincoln Community
Established Centennial Independent Study School
Reactivated the Golden Valley Adult School

Lincoln and Independence:
Presentations & Workshops
Champions for Today (professional football player spoke
to students)
United States Army
San Joaquin Valley College
Fresno City College
100% participation in STAR assessments

Valley Teen Ranch:
First Awards Assembly
16 honor roll students
6 outstanding achievement awards
16 students with perfect attendance
First two students to pass the GED
1st try on all five parts
First student to graduate from VTR (pending CAHSEE
results)
100% participation in STAR assessments

Centennial Independent Study School:
1st graduate (December)
1st perfect attendance award
Steadily grown to over 30 students
Golden Valley Adult Education School:
Four classes offered
English as a second language (multi-level)
Bus Driving & First Aide
High School Diploma Class
Senior Citizens’ Fine Arts Water Color Class

Independence Continuation High School:
Collaborative Garden Project with Sierra View
Elementary School

Liberty Holds First
Tech Education Fair

GVUSD Transportation was on the Move
Golden Valley runs 16 home to school routes, transporting close to 800 students on a daily basis. On any given day 3 to 5 buses may also be required to provide athletic or special event transportation, making coordination quite a juggling
feat. The expertise of Transportation Coordinator Jeanne Hall helps to ensure that
transportation runs smoothly. Also key to the department’s efficiency is bus
mechanic Gary Gleim. Solely responsible to keep all of the District’s fourteen
school buses legal and safe, Gary is a crucial to the operation.
The Transportation Department experienced many changes in the 2005-06
school year as it responded to the phenomenal “overnight” growth of the District.
The addition of the new territory added Sierra View Elementary and Independence
High School. The territory transfer added buses and personnel to Golden Valley.
In addition, the following equipment/vehicles were added and we thank
Superintendent Shepherd and the Board of Trustees for their support in approving
these purchases:
•
•
•

A new 25 passenger and/or wheelchair capable bus
Three new 8 passenger vans were added to the “white fleet” for events
A pneumatic lift system was added to the bus repair warehouse to allow
a bus to be lifted overhead for a thorough inspection and for added ease
in completing certain repairs

GVUSD is hiring bus drivers for the 2006/2007 school year. For more information contact the district office at #645-7500.
Liberty High School held its first Tech/Ed Fair on Friday, May 12, 2006.
Students were really excited by all the demonstrations and informational booths.
Liberty High School and the District Office thank all of you for your support, help,
and participation in making the Liberty High Career Fair a success.
A special thank you to Melissa Locke, Karie Hannigan, and Mary Lynn
Herron for organizing the set-up and making many, many calls. We would like to
tahnk the following particpants of the LHS Tech Ed Fair:
Co Star Field Researcher – Mr. Herron
Real Estate Appraiser – Mr. Herron
Respiratory Therapist – Mrs. Lori Parr
Nursing – Mrs. Donna Hummer
Airline Pilot – Mr. Roel Pille
United States Marine Core – GYSGT Corzo
Madera County Fire Dept. – Moe Fleming
Carpenter’s Union – Mr. David Ingram and Mr. Doug Reitz
Quantun Yields – Mr. David Hornor
Charter Funding – Ms. Lisa Scotti
Cal-Trans – Ms. Pat Bencomo and Ms. Cindi Sanchez
Fresno Oxygen and Miller Electric (Welding) – Mr. Bill Tenison and Mr. Matt
Johnson
Fresno City College Welding Instructor – Mr. Brett Camacho
ALT-ESC Inc. – Mr. Bruce Blair
Madera Community Hospital – Ms. Melissa Bushey
UC Merced – Ms. Ausha Chugani
Fresno State – Ms. Stephanie Robert
Fresno Pacific University – Ms. Silvia Rojas

Pictured here are the current school buses drivers and substitutes in Golden Valley:
Manuel Torres, Frank Lakatos, Ken Beal, Jesus Garcia, Lilia Garcia, Sylvia Diaz,
Connie Winder, Richard Hanhart, Gary Gleim (Mechanic), Jeanne Hall
(Transportation Coordinator). Not available for the picture: Mary Lou Castro.

REMEMBER TO VOTE JUNE 6TH
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Garden Tips

May Gardening Chores Signal Garden Time has Arrived
By Thea Fiskin
Shopping for plants is fun for both the
novice and experienced gardener alike.
Finding plants is never difficult, since they
are readily available at professional plant
nurseries, farmers' markets, wholesale
warehouses, as well as local drug and grocery stores. Most shelves are stocked full
since the early spring weather has kept us
cooped up indoors way too long this year.
Hopefully May is our month to beautify
the neighborhoods! With proper care
annuals planted now should last till the
first frost in November. Don't forget to
plant those patio containers, window
boxes and hanging baskets!
What to Plant
Annuals - Time to get rid of winter
annuals such as pansies, primroses and
snapdragons and plant summer annuals
that thrive in heat. In your sunny spots
try ageratum, amaranths, bedding
dahlias, celosias, cleome, cosmos,
dianthus, four o'clock, gomphrena,
marigolds, nierembergia, petunias, portulacas, salvias, sunflowers and zinnias.
Shaded areas can be brightened up with
begonias, coleus, impatiens and New
Guinea impatiens.
Vines - Annual vines like cypress
vine, moonflower, hyacinth vine and
scarlet runner bean seeded now can grow
up an arbor, mingle with your climbing
rose, or cover up that ugly fence or shed
in no time at all. Be careful if planting
morning glories, since one vine produces
a huge plant with thousands of seeds. A
variety called "Heavenly blue" produces
sterile seeds. Hyacinth bean is wonder-

ful, it has a nice flower and the seed pods
are beautiful.
Bulbs - Time to plant callas, cannas,
dahlias, gladiolus and tuberoses.
Perennials - Try coneflower, coreopsis, coral-bells, gaura, gerbera daisy,
ornamental grasses, ornamental sweet
potato, sedums, verbena and yarrow. It's
warm enough to plant sub-tropicals like
bougainvillea, citrus, hibiscus and palms.
Most fuchsias will perish in our dry summer heat.
Lawns - May is a prime time to renovate warm season lawns like Bermuda
and St. Augustine. Dethatch them with a
vertical mower, add fertilizer and water
and they will spring back like new. Mow
Bermuda lawns ½ to 1-inch and fescue
lawns 2 to 3-inches tall. Mowing fescue
lawns too low will encourage weeds and
require more water. Mowing warm season lawns too high will encourage thatch
to develop.
Vegetables and Herbs - Plant
basil, beans, cilantro, corn, cucumber,
eggplant, melons, okra, parsley, peppers, pumpkins, summer squash and
tomatoes. Stagger your plantings so
you have fresh veggies all summer
long. When buying tomato seedlings
look for the letters V, F and N or T next
to the cultivar's name. These letters
indicate
disease
resistance
to
Verticillium wilt, Fusarium wilt,
Nematodes and Tobacco mosaic virus.
The more letters, the more disease
resistant your plant should be. With
our long growing season there's still
time to plant seeds. Seeds are very
affordable and there is more choice in
varieties.

Garden Chores
Fertilize – Feed lawns, roses, shrubs
and trees. Give acid fertilizer to your azaleas, gardenias and rhododendrons as soon
as they are finished blooming.
Pest Control – Blast aphids, mites and
spittlebugs with a jet of water from a hose
aiming at the undersides of leaves. Repeat
regularly as doing it once is not enough. If
infestations are extremely heavy try using
an insecticidal soap. Watch for caterpillars
or "worms" on plants, especially petunias
and geraniums. If necessary spray with
Bacillus thuringiensis, a natural pesticide
commonly called Bt.
Continue to bait or handpick slugs and
snails. Pull weeds when they are young
and before they develop seeds. Be sure to
get all the roots on perennial weeds other-

wise they grow right back.
Pinch-Prune-Maintain – Pinch out
growing tips of bedding plants to promote branching and compact growth. To
avoid that bedraggled look, give your
spring blooming perennials a trim.
Mexican sage benefits if you cut it back
and give it some fertilizer and a good
watering. It will get new leaves in no
time and flower again in the fall. Put
stakes or supports for tall perennials like
asters, this will prevent them from
falling over later in the summer.
Water – As the days get warmer
increase your water time, but always try
to conserve water. Infrequent deep
watering during early morning hours is
best. Test sprinklers to be sure they are
Please see GARDEN Page 21
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OPINION • OPINION • OPINION

An Open Letter to the Residents
of the Ranchos Regarding
the Proposed Madera Ranch
Rock Quarry
Dear Editor:
I would like to express my opinion on the proposed Madera Ranch
hard rock quarry, which if approved
will be located north of the Bonadelle
Ranchos on Road 209. The Madera
County Planning Commission has
met twice to discuss this proposal, the
first time to hear the presentation of
the planning department, the applicant and Cal Trans, while the second
meeting was to hear the comments
from the public. There is another
meeting scheduled for May 25, 2006
at 7:00 p.m. at the Coarsegold
Community Center where the planning commission will hear the rebuttal of the applicant. I would like to
encourage all interested Ranchos residents to attend this meeting. I plan on
being there, as I am opposed to the
approval of this project.
The location of the proposed site
is good from a businessman’s
prospective, but, is it good from the
prospective of the people who live in
the surrounding areas? Do the potential benefits out weigh the potential
effects? The residents on or near
Road 209, “the Bates Station
Neighbors” as they call themselves,
have put up a strong opposition to the
project. If I lived that close to a proposed 85 acre strip mine I would be
kicking and screaming too! They
stand to face contaminated water, loss
of well water, noise from blasting and
trucks, truck traffic on their country
lane (Road 209), and loss of value to
their property, to name a few. These
folks are our neighbors and they just
want to keep what they have. Will the
Ranchos residents stand with them in
this fight?
So what do we in the Ranchos
stand to lose if this project goes
through? I live in the Bonadelle
Ranchos, in the northeast corner. We
all know that well water supplies are
an issue. Just look at the number of us
that have huge storage tanks next to
our wells. My well is over 500 feet
deep down through the granite. Many
of the wells around my property are
also deep wells. As Ken Schmidt, the
hydrologist hired by the county to do
a water study on this project, stated at
the first Planning Commission meeting on February 22, the water in the
granite fractures flows from north to
south. Well, I’m located approximately 4 miles south of this mining project. Will the 72,000 gallons of water
they use each day and the dewatering
of the surrounding area (pumping out
ground water to keep the pit dry as
they dig) impact my well? What
about the 90 acre pit 360 feet deep
that they will leave after 50 years?
Will that pit possibly disrupt the granite fracture system that delivers me
my water? They plan to let the pit fill

up and become a lake. That lake will
then lose water to evaporation for
centuries, losing water that, presently,
is in the ground.
As the project stands, it will
destroy around 100 acres of the 1000
acre site owned by the applicant. As
indicated by Cal Trans, the need for
road base is substantial and sustained.
Will the 90 acre pit turn into a 500
acre pit, as market demands for road
base increase? I have also heard
rumors of another, larger, company
that is looking at another site closer to
the Ranchos at Highway 41 and
Avenue 15. If this Madera Ranch
Quarry project goes through will it
make it more difficult for concerned
residents to stop these others from
going into the road base business
even nearer to the Ranchos area?
What about the increased truck
traffic on Highway 41 and 145,
Avenue 15 and Avenue 12? As one of
the commissioners said at the first
meeting, the traffic on 41 is a bottle
neck where it turns into freeway just
south of Avenue 12. He suggested
that Cal Trans needs to step up to the
plate and extend the freeway lanes of
Highway 41 before this quarry should
be considered. There will be 640 truck
trips each day at the height of production should this quarry go in. Do we
want to share our daily commutes
with these additional trucks? Traffic
on Avenue 12 has increased tremendously in the 16 years that I have lived
here. Just try to make a left hand turn
from a business on to Avenue 12 these
days. Many of the trucks will be using
Avenue 12, Avenue 15 and Highway
145 to travel east to Freeway 99. What
about the increase in the incidence of
head-on collisions on those highways
when impatient drivers try to pass
slow moving trucks?
Finally, as any of you that read
this consider on what side you will
stand about this issue. Take a drive
down Friant and look at the mine that
is just north of Fresno. Is that the type
of development you want to see on
the Highway 41 corridor? Do you
want to see strip mines and dump
trucks as you drive for a day hiking in
Yosemite National Park with your
families? Is this the image we want to
project to tourists visiting the area? If
this quarry goes in what will stop the
others? I hope my grand children will
be able to see an even more beautiful
and better Eastern Madera County
than I have experienced due to the
steps our generation will make
toward improving our environment.
Please don’t let this rock quarry make
us take a big step backward.

Sincerely,
Julie Hale

Chad Harr

TRUCKING

CA# 142100

645-5363

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone
Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand

NOW

CUSTOM BOUND AREA RUGS!!!

any size, any shape

YOU PICK OUT THE CARPET, WE DO THE REST

“HOME OF THE BIG ROLL”

30% - 60% Everyday Savings
1820 E. McKinley (Near Blackstone) 445-0
0206

• Yard cleanups
& hauling
• Lawn & garden
service
• Maintenance
• Weekly &
monthly service
• Weed control

Local Ranchos
Resident

Your paid membership to the Alliance for Affordable Services
allows access to member benefits designed to provide many
professional and lifestyle benefits geared to your needs for
your family business, your family and your personal needs.
• Affordable rates
• NO pre-certification
requirements
• 24-hour on-and-off-the
job coverage
• Your choice of doctors
and hospitals
• You can’t be singled out for
rate increase or cancellation

• $1 million Lifetime
Maximum Benefits
($500,000 per each injury
or illness)
• Choice of deductibles
• Coverage for family members

May 2006

Page 21

• grading • holes (9” - 24” dia.)
• trenching (6” wide up to 4’ deep)

Business Profile
wanna move Look What the “Cat” Dragged in
some dirt?

718-8536
DIG DUG TRACTOR SERVICE • RANCHOS RESIDENT

Dave Bruno Electric
Industrial • Commercial
Electrical Services

673-6875
24177 Tropical Drive • Madera, CA 93638

Lic.#772573

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great
Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT

It’s funny when something goes full
circle within your lifetime. When you
actually get to see the starting point and
then stick around long enough to see it
come back again.
Twelve years ago, Catherine “Cat”
Hammond worked at Fergie’s as a waitress. She claims that it was there that she
“... learned everything I know” about the
restaurant business. She left there to
spend the next 8 years running the family restaurant in northern California with
her husband Robert. Robert’s restaurant
background runs pretty heavily through
his veins too. His mom worked in a
restaurant and, “... she put me to work in
the kitchen when I was 10, and that’s
what started me in the restaurant business.” Robert’s been working in the
restaurant business for the last 18 years.
Acquiring Fergie’s is their first restaurant
of their own. “We’ve just been taking
care of other people’s,” Cat said.

Plans for Fergie’s
“We’re basically going to keep it the
same, but we’re going to specialize in
omelettes,” Cat said. Specialize in deed. The
couple is tentatively talking about approximately 65 different omelettes for Cat’s Diner.
That’s a lot of omelettes.
“But we’re not going to limit ourselves to breakfast,” Cat said, noting that
lunches will be a big part of their menu
and they’re kicking around some dinner
specials as well.
“Everything is made from scratch,”
she emphasized. “Nothing canned!”
A point that the couple really wants
to stress is that with the cost of gas these
days there’s absolutely no reason to drive
into Fresno for a good meal. “Everybody
can come here and eat!” Cat said.
Look for the same staff and the same
hours, but budget enough time to start
working your way through those 65
omelettes.

GARDEN Continued from Page 19

Thea Fiskin is a UC Master
Gardener with Tulare/Kings County.
Master Gardeners are members of communities who are trained by UC
Cooperative Extension experts in different aspects of plant science and then volunteer to extend that information to their
community. The mission of the Master
Gardener program is to provide researchbased information for gardening practices and technologies of home horticulture, integrated pest management and
environmental resource conservation.

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

AND INCHES TO O

20 OFF

$

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

Fergie’s has New Owners, Rename it “Cat’s Diner”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

The Ranchos Independent

aimed right and in working order with
no leaks or clogged emitters. Yes I
know they were working fine last
month but you never know until you
check! Be sure that plant growth hasn't blocked their path or the dog hasn't used the sprinkler head as a chewtoy.
Summer will be here before you
know it, so don't miss your chance to
get your garden beautiful.

VOTE
for the ONLY candidate in
District 1 endorsed by ALL
of Madera County’s
Peace Officers’ Associations

SANTOS
MEDRANO
VOTE SANTOS MEDRANO;JUNE 6

Endorsed by California Correctional Peace Officer Association;
Madera Deputy Sheriffs’ Association; Madera County Probation Peace
Officers’ Management Association; Madera Police Officers’ Association;
Madera County Correctional Officers’ Association; Madera County
Probation Peace Officers’ Association; Chowchilla Police Officers’
Association; Corrections U.S.A.; and Fresno Police Officers’ Association.

MADERA COUNTY SUPERVISOR DISTRICT 1

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Santos Medrano Madera County Supervisor District 1 ID #1282520
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BIGELOW Continued from Page 8

Madera and the Fresno border?

the power to have an effect, but it takes
far more then speaking to people in
power. It is the staying power to get the
job or project done that matters. Too
often [the people in power] want to make
sure that there will be continuity. When a
change is made the history and the connections are lost, which is what happens
to most projects. Plus, people want to do
it differently and in some cases they don’t
have the same focus. This is why a project falls by the wayside after much time
and monies are spent.

This is an area that has been a problem for understanding for a lot of folks. I
have been very supportive of the safety
area since I’ve been in office. In fact I
was the only Supervisor to ask for more
deputies in the 03-04, 04-05 budget and
this year was able to get five positions in
the 05-06 budget with the help of Sheriff
John Anderson. Yes, we are down in this
area at times, but we don’t control what
people do in their lives so some leave for
higher pay and some just leave the profession. As many remember, the Ranchos
sub-station was a grant that was funded
when the hospital was built and the
deputies were to have a sub-station in
place in the future, funded by the growth
from the area. To date that growth hasn’t
occurred and the grant has long since run
out. There are plans that call for a substation to be located in the area of
Children’s Hospital. We are currently
working on delivering this project.

SCHOOLS
1. Part of growth is more school facilities for our children. Where do you
stand on the proposed Measure “S”
School Bond issue for Golden Valley
Unified?
I have some reservations BUT if we
want to have the best SCHOOLS we are
going to have to go after them. Let me
ask this question: Aren’t your kids worth
it? Take a look at what you’re getting.
ROADS
1. Growth has taken its toll on our roads.
The replacement for Measure “A” provides for no repairs within the Ranchos.
What are you specifically going to do to
get our roads in drivable condition?
Take a look at the record as to what
the Ranchos received in the first Measure
A. The second highest level of dollars
spent in an area. I disagree with the question. The measure is set up in a way to get
more done than the first measure. In fact,
we will see more benefit from being a
self-help county than not being a selfhelp county. Case in point: we will have
lost about $8 million since Oct. 31 to the
close of June 30. This doesn’t take into
account the matching dollars from the
Federal or State matching monies. This is
an important point: if we aren’t at the
table we will be left out from these funding sources. With about $6 million in the
road budget we will fall further and further behind in the maintenance of the
road system. Also there are funds in the
measure - it is in the way it is written.
There are monies for construction,
repairs, Maintenance Districts and new
construction.
CRIME
1. At present on weekends there are
three Sheriff’s deputies patrolling from
Bass Lake to Firebaugh, making
response time to the Ranchos sometimes
futile. What will you do to increase the
number of active deputies for the
Ranchos, including the possibility of
having an actual substation whose location would be ideally located between

!

Save this date

AUG. 19, 2006
Madera County Fire Station 19
will hold its annual

FIRE-B-Q DINNER • DANCE • AUCTION
“You don’t need an attorney - you
just need an experienced assistant.”

Legal Assistant Services
Notary • Divorce • Custody • Bankruptcy Denise M. Garcia, L.D.A.
Legal Document Assistant
• Personal Injury • Wills/Trusts
Madera Co. Reg. #2005002 • Bond #420998

37193 Avenue 12, Suite 3C 559-645-4000

Is there anything else you’d like the
voters of the Madera Ranchos to know
when they go to vote on June 6?
I believe I am the best candidate to
continue serving the residents of the
Ranchos, District 1, and all of Madera
County. Serving as a County Supervisor
is more than just appearing at Tuesday
meetings. It’s about building relationships, having a keen knowledge of the
issues, being passionate about public
service, devoting more than 40 hours per
week to the people you serve, building
rapport with your fellow supervisors and
making connections at the state level.
This is the short list. I have accomplished
these things and many more. I am a lifelong resident of District 1. I plan to live in
Madera County for the rest of my life. I
always maintain an “Open Door” policy,
and do not consider myself to be a “single
issue” candidate. I treat all people fairly
and equitably, and am interested in working collaboratively with constituents to
make their communities the best they can
be.
I will become the President of the
California State Association of Counties in
November, which provides Madera County
access at the state level. I will continue to work
at all levels for resources to bring into our county to enhance our county without compromising
our rich agricultural heritage.
The task of County Supervisor requires
knowledge of numerous areas and issues
throughout our county and region. I am currently “up to speed” on all of the issues that are confronting our county today and in the near future.
To change supervisors now would be a disservice to yourselves and your county. I respectfully
ask for you to place your confidence in me
for the next four years. Please vote on June 6.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY FLOOD RESPONSE

10%
OFF

Any Cleaning Service
Expires 6/14/06

We Specialize in ...
• Upholstery
• Drapes
• Tile & Grout
• Aggregate
• All Stone Cleaning & Sealing

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICES
• Standard Casket Selection
Hardwood or 20 gauge steel casket

• Traditional Funeral Service
1 day viewing for family and friends

• Memorial Package Includes:
Register book
100 memorial folders
25 acknowledgment cards

$5,595
discount - $600

$4,995
For more information call
(559) 662-8825 or visit us at 801 E.
Yosemite Ave., Downtown Madera.
Call to pre-arrange yours today.

• Transportation to Cemetery
Local cemetery within 50 miles

Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base
Base Rock • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock
Rock Dust • Crushed Rock • Top Soil
1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock

C&C Trucking
“Creating Meaningful Funerals that Celebrate Life”

801 E. Yosemite 662-8825
Lic. # FD-1697

645-1191
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LIES Continued from Page 2

FREE
$
50.00

GAS CARD*
*REQUIRES NEW PHONE PURCHASE AND 2-YEAR SERVICE AGREEMENT OVER $40/PER MONTH.

tricts, disposing of Jimmy Hoffa and the
Lindbergh baby. We are shown, in no
uncertain terms, that Criego is not a good
person but the question remains: What did
he lie about?
In the 1950’s a senator named Joe
McCarthy asked the question: Are there
communists in the State Department? The
opposition called him names, questioned
his tactics, questioned his character and
eventually drove him into oblivion, but
they never answered his question. Now,
through the prism of history, we know that
there were indeed communists within the
highest ranks of the State Department.
McCarthy was right. His question was
right, yet McCarthy and the term
“McCarthyism” are now terms of derision
because someone with an agenda carefully
controlled the debate. The truth was sacrificed on the altar of politics.
Which brings me back to what I said
when I started this article: For the first
time in my adult life, I watched as someone took my ability to choose between
candidates away. Someone wants this to
be a one-horse race and they’ve effectively got what they wanted. They’ve taken
your and my ability to weigh these characters for ourselves and done all of the
“heavy lifting” for us so that come June 6
there is only one way we CAN vote. And
the best part is we STILL don’t know the
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answers to the questions. We know one
candidate’s a bad man and the other isn’t
and we should just shut up and be thankful
for that, but by God that’s a decision that I
want to make, in the polling booth by
myself.
I have said from the beginning to anyone who would listen: I am not an apologist for Criego. I wanted to look at both
candidates and make a decision. The only
problem with that is there are people out
there right now in Madera County that
don’t believe I (and by extension, YOU)
can be trusted to make the RIGHT choice
once we step in the voting booth, so our
hands have to be guided. And through all
of this mess the question still stands
because the question has never been
answered: What did he lie about? The
shopping list of accusations that ran in
Criego’s advertisements should be easy
enough to disprove and get this over with
once and for all, yet that’s not the tack
that’s been taken.
I am one of the strongest proponents
of voting that I know. I’m always trying to
motivate people to get out and become
part of the process by the most rudimentary avenue there is: voting. The one argument that I always railed against the hardest is the Bozo that chirps in with, “Aww,
my vote doesn't count anyway, so what’s
the difference?” In this race, in little ‘ol
Madera County in the spring of 2006,
Bozo may just be right.

Business Profile
Making Ranchos “House Calls”
Just like a country doctor, Oscar
Segura will make house calls. The only
difference is your financial health will be
better when he leaves. “We close loans
and open doors,” Segura says.
As a certified lender for Guild
Mortgage, Segura has been helping
Ranchos residents secure financing for
the last six years. “It’s a satellite branch
and I work out of my home,” Segura said,
“but I still have all of the facilities of the
corporation available to me.” Those
facilities include 23 appraisers, three loan
processors, and a network of offices
throughout the western United States that
helps with his incredibly fast turnaround
times. “I can have an appraiser to your
house in three to five days,” instead of the
usual two weeks that other mortgage
companies offer, Segura said.
What Segura likes about his set up is the
flexibility it affords his customers. “A brick
and mortar, 8 to 5, Monday through Friday set
up just doesn’t work for my clients,” he said.
Guild Mortgage has been in business

since 1960, starting in San Diego, and is
now a multi-billion dollar company.
Segura is also a high school and college baseball umpire, a pastime that he
has been enjoying for the last 36 years.
The only thing he enjoys more than calling balls and strikes is helping people
with their mortgage needs.
“Financing often allows people the
ability to send their children to college.
That’s satisfying.”

MOWERS
PLUS
Get Ready for Summer!
Tune-U
Up
Your Yard
Gear!
1097 S. Granada

TUNE-UP SPECIAL
Lawnmowers • Edgers • String Trimmers

$

1000 OFF

Regular Tune-Up With This Coupon
Expires 6/15/06

Summer Is Just Around The Corner

Suite #B

661-0355

Madera
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10%
OFF
selected items at
VINYL LINER
POOLS
Tue. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Closed Sun. & Mon.

36754 Ave. 12
645-5158 or 276-2669

Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

GET READY FOR SUMMER!

Certified

Dealership
,265
ICE $3

1
LAR PR
REGU
$2,82 off.
PRICE ckages 20%
SALE hboy pool pa

ug
her Do
All ot

Chemicals, Parts,
Filters, Pumps and Service
Price subject to change

Phone:

645-1977

Chrysler

CRONIN MARINE REPAIR
Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY
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SCENES FROM THE MADERA RANCHOS FLATLANDERS’ DAY PARADE
SATURDAY,

MAY

13

2006

The vendors’ area was sold out and preparations were
made early before the crowds arrived.

KMJ’s Traveling Road Show was on hand, broadcasting
live from the parade.

Parade Grand Marshal Bob Naden takes his place of
honor on the judges’ stand.

With the CHP leading the way, the parade officially
began on the warm, May day.

The volunteers from Station 19 were shined up and
ready for action.

The Sheriff’s Department’s smallest squad car interacts
with the Ranchos’ smallest residents.

Liberty High’s Drum Corps. was on hand to show off its
new uniforms.

The Ranchos Youth Football Hawks had the coolest seat
for the entire parade.

Proof that they will let absolutely ANYBODY in the
Flatlanders’ Day Parade.
All Parade Photos: Bill Whyman

WHEN EXPERIENCE COUNTS
COUNT ON

A Locally Owned & Operated alternative to
the national chain stores. We have over 28
years of experience along with the knowledge
to answer your questions.
tee
We guaran ntion
te
at
al
on
pers
walk
when you r.
oo
d
e
in th

Authorized Dealer
We carry all types of Pumps,Filters, Parts,
Pool Sweeps, Chemicals, Etc. Compare our prices!
We are located on the Southern rim of River Park, just behind
D & L Roses, East of Blackstone, down the street from Kohls.

33 E. Minarets Ave., Fresno, Ca

Monday – Saturday
9:00am to 5:00pm
John Roberto: Owner
Store:

438-POOL (7665)

Localtor
c
contra

patios • decks • remodels • additions
shops • garages • houses

King’s Construction
Call Josh 960-3375
bonded & insured, Lic.# 834030

The Milgard Makeover

SAVE
ENERGY!
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency
while reducing outside noise like awardwinning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

Clearly a beautiful offer.
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637
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COUPON

Local Sports Stars

Deegan’s Appliance

Under 14 Softball Champs

Ranchos Wrist Wrestler

Precision Paving Power beat B&D
Pest Control 12-11 on Saturday, May
20, to win the Under 14 Division of
the
Liberty
Ranchos
Softball
Championships. Rallying back from a
6-1 deficit, the team went ahead 7-6
and held on for a 12-11 victory.
Jakobie Howe pitched two scoreless innings after coming in at the bottom of the sixth inning to get the save.
Randi Wallace had a game-saving
play at home in the bottom of the sixth
by tagging out the tying run from a
perfect relay by Kylee Hoelzel.
Underdogs from the start, the
team won two victories earlier in the
week that sent them to the
Championship.
“It was a team effort and everyone
of the girls on the team contributed in
each one of our victories,” said coach
Andrew Howe.
The players are Jessi Wallace,
Randi Wallace, Jakobie Howe, Kylee
Hoelzel, Leiasa Horanic, Jackie
Gomez, Caprice Parry, Trini-Jo
Aleman, Danielle Rovenstine, Jessica
Rovenstein, Breanna Estrada and
Mykal Estrada. Assisting Coach Howe
were Gina Wallace and Ed Horanic.

After 22 years away from the
limelight as the result of a career-ending injury, Madera Ranchos resident
Mike Bing stepped back into the
world of competitive arm wrestling
over the weekend of May 20 when he
attended the Sixth Annual Valley
Rendezvous Motorcycle Show at the
Madera Fairgrounds.
“I just wanted to look at the
bikes,” Bing said, but the one-time
California
Left
Handed
State
Champion got caught up in the excitement and the next thing he knew he
was competing again.
“I injured
my elbow and
was forced to
retire
in
1984,” Bing
said. That was
the year he
was
ranked
Number 1 in
the state, left
handed, and in the Top 10 with his
right hand. He says he hasn’t wrestled
in 22 years until the bike show. “I told
myself that if it started to hurt I would
quit,” but it didn’t, Bing said.
All of his competitors were in
their 20s so Bing said he quickly built
up a Rocky-like cheering section,
rooting for the “old man,” 55-year-old
Bing said.
Does his victory mean a return to
competition? “Naw, I just did it for the
fun of it,” Bing said. “My elbow’s
hurting right now.”

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711
tion
Installa
Now
le
ab
il
Ava

266-6044
$

5 OFF

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

We Service
Most Major
Brands
Sé Habla Español

COUPON

Ask about Tax
Credits &
Save $$$
CALL TODAY & SAVE

36734 Avenue 12, Ste. 2 • Madera Ranchos

645-7555

Strengthening Your Family
It’s the most important thing you can do!

We all want a loving family but it doesn’t
happen by accident. Healthy, happy family
relationships take quality time, wisdom and
intentional effort.
What steps are you taking to build yours?
Join us at Flipside Christian Church for a
series running through Father’s Day called, “Building a Stronger Family.” We’re exploring
practical insights into family relationships, parenting, protecting your marriage, making your
marriage last and more. Join us during this series and make an investment in your family.
Also for the family: VBS June 11-15 for kids up through 6th grade.
Music camp July 17-21 for kids up through 6th grade.
“Spirit West Coast” in Monterey - 3 days of the top Christian bands in the world!
Call 790-0061 or email us at info@acts176.com for more info

Christian Church
Meeting at Liberty High School Sundays at 10 a.m.
Call 790-0061 for more information or visit us at www.acts176.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriquez

Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia
Tech) located?
5. MOVIES: What does a "gaffer" do on a
movie set?
6. MUSIC: What does the musical term "non
troppo" mean?
7. TRANSPORTATION: What is Qantas
Airways' home country?
8. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the
country of Tunisia?
9. HISTORY: When was the peace
treaty between the United States
and Vietnam signed?
10. U.S. STATES: Which state's
nickname is "the last frontier"?

Answers
1. Peasant
2. Sergei Prokofiev
3. Writing
4. Atlanta
5. Chief electrician
6. Not too much
7. Australia
8. North Africa
9. 1973
10. Alaska

1. LANGUAGE: In feudal times, what was a
serf's position?
2. DANCE: Who composed the music for
the ballet "Romeo and Juliet"?
3. PSYCHOLOGY: What is graphophobia a
fear of?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where is
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Business Directory
Charisse Lindsay Stindt

VELVET TOUCH

Lic#0616281

FARMERS
Auto • Home • Life • Business

Ask about our new
reduced auto rates
Madera (559) 645-4124
Fresno (559) 434-0709
36754 Ave. 12 Ste. 101 • Madera

CAR WASH
50% OFF
&
DETAIL

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL •
• ROCK • BASE ROCK •
• GRADING • DRIVEWAYS •
• HOUSE PADS •

New stock put out daily
All must go ... down to the displays
Doors close when the last item sells

CALL BOB

289-1743

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

645-6630
Notary in the
Ranchos!

Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base
Base Rock • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock
• Rock Dust • Crushed Rock • Top Soil
1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock

C&C Trucking

645-1191
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

Kellner & Sons’Properties
Residential Sales • Property
Management • Real Estate
Investments • License Training
Cell. 706-3162
office 559-297-3770
fax 559-297-3772

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B
Madera, CA 93638

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

Ranchos Auto Repair

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

license #591468

Madera Community Hospital

Accredited Acute Care Hospital
Outpatient Surgery Center
Outpatient Center - X-ray, Open MRI,
Lab, Rehabilitation Therapy
Home Health Agency and LifeLine
Family Health Services Clinic

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.
We now do A/C
service and repair.

Awnings and
Lonas Del Valle
• Awning • Recovers
• Repairs • Boat Covers

• Auto Upholstery
15 years Experience

645-4
4475

645-5109 313-8407

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

REMOVE THE AGE FROM YOUR TILE,

Pools • Spas • Decks
Showers • Fireplaces
Commercial &
Residential

Free installation on your level land.
Ask for Carlos or Niomi

645-0518 or 645-1419
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood
Madera Ranchos

Business

Pager

645-8528

263-7864

NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREEES

ESTIMAT

Thomson Tile Cleaning

Call toll free 888-880-TILE
8453

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00
Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
Ever Growing For Your Needs

645-1570

Auto, Truck, Motorhome,
4x4, Automatic/Standard

FARM EQUIPMENT • FENCES
TRAILERS • GENERAL WELDING
ANY WELDING NEEDS
AROUND THE HOME

Scott Gambill

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Call Danny Powell at
559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696
All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Marion Pool
Service
• Weekly Service
• Repairs
• Full Service
or Chemical
Service • Equipment • Supplies
• Residential • Commercial
• Family Operated

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

General Contractor Lic. #669920

Gar y Suggs

All phases of farrier science with attention to detail

645-4545 209-742-2251
Balance is the key to performance

Vinyl Sliding • Garage Doors
Patio Covers/Lattice
Patio Enclosures/Sun Rooms
Dual Pane Windows • Gutters

(559) 645-1392

Elaine’s Animal Inn
3912 N. Hayston
Fresno, CA 93727
(559) 227-5959
fax (559) 227-5960

Elaine’s Animal Inn
40373 Brickyard Dr.
Madera, CA 93638
(559) 432-5959
fax (559) 432-5616

KRAMM’S
YELLOW
HORSE RANCH
Sales • New babies each year
Ask about our beginners lessons
AQHA-APHA registered
FREE Manure – we’ll load your pickup
Larry & Rose Kramm, Owners
16291 Road 37, Madera

645-1087
www.kyhranch.com
THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

James Parker
Owner
ASE Master Tech Certified

11040 Hwy. 41 Ste. B

448-9484
Pictures
by Betty

AFA Certified
Farrier

Lic. # B0006328

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)
• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition
• Light Concrete Hauling

LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

All Canvas Repairs

Danny’s

SCOTT’S PORTABLE

SERVICE
WELDING

NEW

NOW OPEN!

& Chuck’s Transmission

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation

MotorcycleDealer

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc.

Movies, Shipping and More

(559) 645-4351

675-5555 645-5287

YAMAHA99

Residential & Commercial
30 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.
Retired FPD 26 yr.
Certifications:
A+/Network +
Ca. Lic.#79328
Microsoft Cerified Pro

Wayne Jones

MCH

37476 Ave. 12 • Madera

For the Love of Dogs

Valley Green
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS Hydroseeding

Lic.# 814909

645-7606

• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

NOW OFFERING

645-5663
Free Estimates

FERNWOOD
NURSERY

645-1202
37221 Ave. 12 Maywood Center

Professional
Dog Training

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

(559) 994-5908

TAKE
TWO
O
VIDE

DVD • VHS • GAMES

(559) 917-4507

for info on
consultations call

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

381-5
5879

MAKE IT LOOK NEW!!!

Expert installation –
over 20 yrs experience

645-7032 or 999-6832
37341 Ave. 16, Madera Ranchos
Cash and Credit Accepted ... NO CHECKS

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

Commercial/Residential
with my material or yours
specializing in ceramic tile flooring

By appointment Only ... 2 hour maximum per vist

LANDSCAPING
QUESTIONS?

• Family Portraits • Weddings
• Seniors • Baby Shots • Quinceñeras

DAY 645-5269
NIGHTTIME
WEEKENDS

233-7119

for sales tomorrow, call

TINA
SHANNON

Today!
(559) 645-0634
The Ranchos Independent
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Real Estate
Just listed on 2.52 acres
in the Ranchos. Unique
country property, dualrock fireplace, great
room with high ceilings 1901 Howard Rd., Ste. F
and a loft, wood plank
Madera, CA 93637
flooring in dining area.
Office: (559) 661-6200
Over 2,000 sq. ft. and
over 1,100 sq. ft. detached shop. There is also an
inground pool with a rock waterfall for your enjoyment.
Priced at $525,000. Please call for viewing at 661-6200.

Scrivner
Real Estate

Great Buy!

Scrivner
Real Estate
1901 Howard Rd., Ste. F
Madera, CA 93637
5/3ba., 2400 sq. ft., Large home & pool, home is vacant, lockbox.
Bonus room could be used for guests, it has its own private bathroom. Almost 2 acres, 3 car garage, easy access to Freeway 41, minutes to Fresno, shopping and Valley Children’s Hospital. Zoned for
large animals.Owner is a licensed Real Estate Agent.

Office: (559) 661-6200

Great Buy!

3 Bed
2 Ba.
$419,000
Lovely home on 1 ac. Large family room, vaulted ceilings, bay windows, utility room with built-in cabinets.
Oversized finished garage. New interior paint. Covered
patio next to large, shady lawn. Very peaceful.
Calling listing office for all the amenities

37194 Ave. 12 1/4
Paul Sobaje

Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

3 Bed
2 Ba.
$469,000
2 yr. old on 2.3 ac., Lrg. great room w/ granite faced
fireplace/heater, Lrg. kit. w/ granite countertops, breakfast bar & lots of cabinets, walk-in pantry, isolated master, cross-fenced pasture, RV hook-up w/ power, water
& septic, storage shed.

36692 Blanca
Paul Sobaje

Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

Calling listing office for all the amenities

4 Bed
3 Ba.
$449,000
Custom home on 1.15 ac. Nice floorplan, living room
w/bay window, fam. rm w/vaulted ceiling & plantshelf,
master w/walk-in closet. Isolated bedroom & bath, spacious open kitchen, dining nook w/bay window, walkin pantry, laundry room, finished 2-car garage,
Calling listing office for all the amenities

36729 Blanca
Paul Sobaje

Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

3 Bed
2.5 Ba.
$575,000
Beautiful home on 1/3 acre corner lot. Perfect for home
or business. Great Room w/ soaring ceilings masonary
fireplace & french doors, spacious kit. w/ breakfast bar.
Master w/ huge walk-in closet & deluxe ba. Finished 3
car garage includes bath, built-in cabinets.

36875 Ave. 12
Paul Sobaje

Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

Calling listing office for all the amenities

Credit Card
Email
Check
Cash

M a d e r a C A 93638

Bill Me
37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93638

The Ranchos Independent 37167 A ve. 12 #5C

Independent

Phone
Payment: $20

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns



Address

to the Ranchos Independent!



Name

SUBSCRIBE!

The Ranchos



SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in
touch with what’s happening in the Madera Ranchos?

Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

“No Excuses Just Results”

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

Oscar Anaya

645-5000

Senior Loan Officer

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

41428 Ave. 10 1/2 Ste.B
Madera, CA 93638

645-7540

DAVID PARKER

OPEN H

Realtor Associate

JU

www.davidparker.info

490-1989
A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free selling or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

itsmaurice.com

REALTOR
MAURICE GONZALES
(559) 288-1904

OUSE

11 a NE 1
.m. 1
3 p.m
.

36711 Ave. 12 MADERA RANCHOS • 4 bed, 2 ba. Approx.
2,600 sq. ft. Attached office or Mother-in-law set up for residential
or commercial use. New construction! Built-ins, jacuzzi tub, lots of
cement work and yard to be landscaped. Wheelchair access, wide
doors, handrails. Sprinklers, gas appliances. Must see!

Nicole Lerno

office 434-1600
cell 999-9005

Carmina Rodriguez
Realtor® DRE #01702451

- Buying or selling,
call today!
- Looking for an
investment, call

559-430-7640
Office 559-675-2150

“Hablo Español”
425 N. Gateway Dr., Ste. M, Madera, CA 93637

“A new Home Loan or Refinance
should be Painless.”

- Melissa DeMercurio, One Stop Shop Home Loans

GRAND OPENING!

• Fast, fast, fast loan processing
• First-ttime buyers’ programs
• Less than perfect credit OK!

HOME LOANS

• New 50-yyear loan available
• New Rate Reduction program
• Special programs for teachers,
healthcare workers and safety
officers. Ask us!

37144 AVE. 12 #103 • MADERA RANCHOS

FREE TRIP TO PISMO BEACH!*
Loans are pursuant to the
California Dept. of Corporations
CFL Lic. #6072414
DRE Lic. #01521256

645-1212

*Upon close of escrow • Stay at
the beautiful Cliffs Hotel •
Restrictions apply

Se Habla Español
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Real Estate
Serving the Ranchos community
since 2001
For all of your mortgage needs: purchase, refinance
or One-Time-Close construction-to-perm.
Many financing options available.
Closing Loans and Opening Doors Since 1960.

• (559) 645-6261
• (559) 709-4929

office
cell

Guild Mortgage is here for you!
contact

Oscar Segura

16601 Monreal Rd. • Madera Ranchos

• By Appointment

JERRY EDDINGS,
REALTORS

559-645-1890
Vacant Land

Home completely remodeled. 3 bedroom 2 bath.
Inside utility. Dual pane windows. New roof, well
and pump. New Certainteed© weather siding (fiberglass). 1.20 acres. Fenced. $369,900.

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. 102
Madera Ranchos

39+ ac. Ave. 9 west of Rd. 36.
$35,000/acre. Horses now, deep
well with HD pump. Investment!
Full parcel only.

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell

398+ acres. Ave. 15 west of Rd.
35½. $25K/acre. Long range development. Williamson Act now. Full
parcel Only.

Farms & Ranches
MADERA PISTACHIO ORCHARD Approximately 20 acres of prime
ag land. Most trees approximately
30 years old. $269,000.

3 Bed
2 Ba.
$459,000
2 story home on 2.25 ac. zoned for horses. Tiled entryway, hardwood floors, covered front porch and wraparound patio. Bay windows, French doors, freshly
painted and new roof too! Huge detached garage and
all located approx. 1 mile from Liberty High.
Calling listing office for all the amenities

Other Properties
2064 ASHLAN, CLOVIS - 1,800 sf.
3/2 with extra room. Large MBR,
FR, fireplace, covered patio.
Being remodeled. $450,000.

5/06
1641 N. 6th, FRESNO
- 3 BR, 2 BA +
1 BR, 1 BA mother-in-law set up.
2,200 sf. Newly remodeled, new carpet, paint. 2 Dining rooms. $325,000.

25786 AVE. 19, MADERA - 2,706
sf. 4/3 NEW CONSTRUCTION! 9
ft. ceilings, granite counters,
jacuzzi in MBR. $630,000. CALL!

6697 E. HERITAGE AVE., CLOVIS 3,589 sf. 4/3 custom home w/Clovis
schools. Guest suite, 4 car garage,
too much to list. $988,000.

Paul Sobaje

Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

6 Bed
4 Ba.
$590,000

2556 E. SOLAR, FRESNO - 4 BR, 3
BA Granville. 2,367 sf. Spa tub,
pool, pellet stove, network cabling.
Too much to list. $559,000
258 W. SAN JOSE, FRESNO - 3 BR, 2
BA in quiet Fig Garden area. 1,715
sf. Hardwood floors, French doors,
mature landscaping. $375,000.

35949 Ave. 13

2 yr. old home on 2.25 ac. nestled in orange trees. Kit.
w/ breakfast bar. Lrg. great room w/ vaulted ceiling,
Master w/ slider to backyard, jack & jill ba., indoor utility, rain gutters, ceiling fans, landscaping in front &
back, zoned for large animals.
Calling listing office for all the amenities

16252 Paula Rd.
Paul Sobaje

Continental Realty
431-7060 or 645-5450

2266 E. TYLER, FRESNO - 3 BR, 1
BA. 910 sf. Open floor plan, fenced
yard, lg. back yard, Cottage look,
ready to move in. $195,000.

We are your neighborhood mortgage company located in the Maywood Center, here to
serve all your home loan needs. At Ranchos
Mortgage you can always expect honesty
and professionalism.
Some of the programs available:

2544 SAMPLE AVE., CLOVIS 1,475 sf. 3/2, Roman tub, sprinklers, high ceilings, tile roof,
skylights, RV parking. $339,000.

• No money down First Time Homebuyer
• Refinance cash out/debt consolidation
• One-time close construction loan
• Fixed, ARMs and interest only
• No Income Verification Program
• Credit problems and bankruptcy, OK

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770
CORRECTION

NOTICE

We’re open Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
We are also available after hours and on weekends
by appointment for your convenience.

Gross annual sales for Fergie’s Diner is $330,000+.
Our office, not the Ranchos Independent, made a
gross mistake in the last publication related to this
important information. We deeply regret this error
and any problems and distress it may have caused.
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Kellner and Sons’ Properties
Tom and Jean Kellner
5/06

RANCHOS MORTGAGE

645-5219
INFO@RANCHOSMORTGAGE.COM

37193 Ave. 12, Ste. 3D
Madera Ranchos
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Real Estate
CURRENT
MORTGAGE
RATES*
36648 PAULINE - 2,332 SQ. FT., 2.3 acres , 3
BR 2 BA, N. Bonadelle. Game rm., 2 covered
patios, gourmet KIT. HARD TO FIND CUSTOM.

36919 BLANCA - 1,400 SQ. FT., 3 BR 2 BA,
pool, gorgeous mountain views, new paint,
5-yr-old roof, 1.15 acres. $339,900.

APR Averages for this Metro Region

Low Avg. High
30 yr fixed mtg 5.780 6.350 7.020
15 yr fixed mtg 5.620 6.130 6.760
30 yr fixed mtg 6.080 6.490 7.130
(JUMBO)
5/1 ARM
6.690 6.990 7.400

16674 RD 37 - Submit all offers! 3BR 2 BA
on 2.25 acres, wood subfloors, spa. Room
for animals, gardens and you! $409,000.

12520 RD 37 - 2,200 SQ FT, 4 BR 2 BA, 2.5
acres. Formal DR, FR & LR. Enclosed patio
and shop. Schools, Madera Ranchos!

Since 1984

17102 La CANADA - 2,381 SQ FT. Formal
DR, Gourmet KIT, 4 BR, jet tub in MBR, tile,
new carpet, paint, plus many more
upgrades. Horse setup. $529,900.

559-645-1102
36946 Ave. 12 • Madera, CA 93638

5/1 ARM
(JUMBO)
3/1 ARM

6.700 7.000 7.410

7/1 ARM

6.670 6.900 7.300

10/1 ARM

6.540 6.810 7.240

6.960 7.220 7.650

5/1 ARM
6.750 7.030 7.410
(JUMBO - interest only)
3/1 ARM
6.820 7.200 7.640
(JUMBO)

* Rates as of May 24, 2006.
Information gathered from
Yahoo!finance.

Classified Advertising
FOR SALE

TRACTOR WORK

For Sale- Almond color leather sofa in
good condition $250.00 call 266-1421
For Sale - Golf Cart for ranch use, batteries and charger included. Runs good
$575.00 call 645-8408
For Sale – 24ft round above ground pool
with fence and deck. Needs liner, must be
moved. $300.00 Call 645-6043
For Sale – Seller out of town needs to
sell!! 4 bedrooms 3 bath 2142sq. ft. New
home 3717 Los Osos Ct. in Santa
Barbara Estates. $439K call (805) 6107609
For Sale – Cast iron fireplace insert for
sale. $300.00 or best offer, call for more
info 930-6994
Trees For Sale Thousands to choose from.
Call John 974-2117 cell or 645-1075 office

Tractor discing, grading, mowing, trenching, drilling, home irrigation systems. Call
645-4932

Home Gym complete with all stations,
bench press, leg press, rowing, abs. New
cost $1,300, first $500 takes. Call 645-6138
Production Horse Sale at Lazy K Ranch,
Chowchilla. Saturday, June 3. 70+ head, 45
head in price range of $575 to $975. (559)
665-2908 www.lazykranch.com
HANDYMAN SERVICE
Ranchos Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Ranchos
Handyman. Whether the job is big or small
the Handyman can do it all. Call Ohan for
estimates. Now available: house painter.
645-6924
GUTTER REPAIRS
Gutter Doctor specializing in both continuous & standard rain gutters. • Unusual jobs •
Air conditioning service. Yearly cleaning. 29
years working in the area. 559-822-2759

Lot discing, mowing and scraping. Call
Thomas at 645-6068
Discing, mowing, trenching and light tractor work. Tractor rototilling. Call Neal at
645-1200 or 285-8211
BACKHOE & DOZER
House pads, lot leveling, driveways,
trenching and concrete work. 559-970-4476
or 559-645-1500
TRENCHING
Underground utilities installed. Call 6451500
ALTERATIONS
Molly’s Alterations, tailoring, custom
made, repairs and leathers. Fast service.
Located at 36619 Ave. 12 or call 645-5527
HELP WANTED
Help Wanted – Car wash help needed.
Apply in person. 37075 Avenue 12 -Velvet
Touch Car Wash in Madera Ranchos.
MONEY TO LOAN
Oro Financial, ABLE TO LOAN TODAY.
Credit not a problem. Cash for trust deeds.
Mobile home on land. 438-9999
CLEANING SERVICES
Window Cleaning Special. Most windows
$5 inside/out! Includes screen cleaning/track
vac. Prices may vary for large, irregular or
commercial sizes. Fully insured. Call Nick
285-1723 Free estimates.

Jeannie’s House Cleaning – Ranchos Area.
Business owner over 10 years. Reasonable
rates, good references. Will do blinds, fans,
laundry. Fast and thorough. Call 645-4176
PAINTING SERVICE
Gerald Scheffing Painting, “Best in the West”
for 35 years. Call 674-2320. Lic. # 313070
FOR RENT
For Rent – 400sq.ft. Office space for rent
in Madera Ranchos. 36733 Avenue 12
Unite A. Handicap accessible with ramp
and restroom. $575.00 per month
includes power and water. Call 999-9005
for more info.
For Rent - 2 Houses for rent in the
Ranchos. One has 3 bedrooms 2 bath and
the other has 4 bedrooms and 2 bath.
Both houses have acreage. For more info
call Sara at (408) 504-1442
LOST AND FOUND
LOST AND FOUND – LOST TURTLE
ON ROAD 36 ½ AND CLOVERLEAF.
IF FOUND PLEASE CALL ANI
HOME# 645-4430 WORK# 432-2090
OR CELL# 363-2646
LOST AND FOUND – LOST CAT –
BLACK AND WHITE NEUTERED
MALE CAT WITH COLLAR AND
TAGS ON ROAD 37 ½ AND
CLOVERLEAF. IF FOUND PLEASE
CALL 645-1813
LOST AND FOUND – FOUND
TUESDAY 5/9/06 GERMAN SHORT
HAIR DOG. MALE 1 + YEARS OLD,
BROWN AND WHITE, LOVES CHILDREN, VERY WELL BEHAVED. IF
NOT RETURNED TO OWNER, HE
WILL BE GIVEN TO GOOD HOME.
IF INTERESTED CALL 645-5331

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
FOR ONLY
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