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Chamber members, from left, Ollla Rldge and Chamber
-~ President Mike Fursman, present the Chamber’s Volunteer of
the Year award to Priscilla Burgin at the 22nd Annual Golden |

Valley Chamber of Commerce Community Crab Feed.
Photo courtesy of Bill Whyman
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THE GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

For the 22nd annual time, the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce pulled off
the event of the year at the fabulous Dante
Club in Fresno. As a definitive sign that
the “Covid era” is behind us, this year’s

As the night got started, every one of the

CRAB FEED TURNS 2727

crab feed broke attendance records by
feeding 280 hungry attendees.

In addition to the mountains of crab,
there was salad, bread, pasta and dessert.
In addition to the food — which was the

As the night progressed, there wasn’t an

record 280 attendees found their tables and an- empty table at the Dante Club, home of the An-

ticipated the 22nd Annual Crab Feed.

nual Crab Feed for the last several years.

star attraction — there were also tables
filled with items for the auctions, both
silent and live.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Crab Feed is the organization’s pre-

Member Priscilla Burgin, right, received

the Volunteer of the year award from President under control during the feed were the Ranchos

Mike Fursman and member Ollia Ridge. Kiwanis, who raised money for their projects.
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mier fundraising vehicle, providing a
healthy portion of the non-profit’s annual
operating capital. Typically held the first
week in March, the event usually sells out.
This year was no exception.
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Keeping everything in the dining room

Liberty High School is proud to an-
nounce that it has been selected as a 2026
California Distinguished School, one of
the most prestigious honors a public
school can receive in the state. Fewer
than five percent of high schools in Cal-
ifornia earn this recognition, making this
achievement an incredible point of pride
for the entire Liberty High School com-
munity.

The California Department of Edu-
cation recognized Liberty High School in
two categories: “Exemplary High
Achievers” and “Achievement Gap
Closers.” These recognitions highlight
schools that demonstrate outstanding ac-
ademic achievement while also ensuring
that historically underserved student
groups are making strong and measura-
ble progress.

This award is based on data from the
2025 California School Dashboard,
which evaluates schools across multiple
measures, including academic perform-
ance, student growth, graduation rates
and college and career readiness.
Schools must also meet strict accounta-
bility standards, including high partici-
pation in statewide assessments and
maintaining strong indicators of school
climate.

This recognition is a direct reflec-
tion of the hard work, dedication, and

Liberty High Now 2026
Cal Distinguished School

commitment of Liberty High School
students, staff, families and the entire
Liberty High School community.
Teachers continue to provide rigorous
instruction and meaningful support for
students, while students demonstrate
perseverance, leadership and pride in
their learning every day.

This milestone belongs to the entire
Hawk family. Liberty High School
would like to thank everyone who con-
tinues to support its mission of ensuring
that every Liberty High School student is
prepared for success in college, career
and life.

Cal Politicians Call to Halt Gas Tax

By John Ross Ferrara, Rachel Menitoff,
Marc Sternfield

California gubernatorial candidates
and other politicians are calling for a tem-
porary suspension of the state’s 88-cent gas
tax as fuel prices continue to climb across
Southern California. In Los Angeles
County, regular fuel is averaging $5.56 per
gallon, with some areas seeing increases of
more than 50 cents since February, the start
of the U.S.-Israel war with Iran.

The proposal to lift the tax, which is
the highest in the nation, comes as some an-
alysts project prices could eventually reach
$7 per gallon. California gas prices cur-
rently sit about $1.50 higher than the na-
tional average. This gap is attributed to
environmental fees and the state’s require-
ment for a specialized, cleaner-burning fuel
blend.

San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan, a candi-
date for governor, is among those calling
for immediate legislative action to address
the costs.

“I’m calling on Sacramento to tem-
porarily suspend California’s gas tax, which
is the highest in the nation,” Mahan said.
Fox News commentator Steve Hilton, a Re-

publican who is also running for governor,
stated his support on social media.

The proposal has an avenue in the
state legislature. California State Sen.
Tony Strickland (R-Huntington Beach),
filed a bill in February to eliminate the
gas tax immediately, arguing high prices
disproportionately affect working fami-
lies.

“We don’t have a lot of tools in our
shed,” he told KNX News Radio on Tues-
day. “(My bill) would save $1.08 per gal-
lon the minute the governor signs it.”

So far, Gov. Gavin Newsom has
voiced opposition to the proposal. Newsom
stated that removing the tax would likely
make oil companies more profitable rather
than helping consumers. He also attributed
the “sticker shock” at the pump to the
Trump administration.

The rising costs have caused frustra-
tion for local drivers as prices in some parts
of Southern California have reached their
highest levels since 2023. Lisa Haisha, a
Californian consumer, described the current
prices as “insane” while fueling her vehi-
cle.

This article originally appeared on
capoliticalreview.com.

Say you saw it in e Zndependent

Click on ““Local News™ at
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WAMHOFF

COUNTY SUPERVISOR

Four years ago, you trusted me to deliver results—and I’'ve worked tirelessly to

honor that trust.

My platform remains focused: fixing and expanding roads, enhancing traffic and neighborhood safety, and
ensuring infrastructure keeps pace with our rapid growth.

| played an integral role in keeping Madera Community Hospital afloat through critical support, enabling
its reopening and restoring vital care. We revamped our outdated ambulance contract with strict response
times and heavy penalties—cutting high-priority response from 20 minutes to 12 minutes and
22 »..  saving lives.

3

é! Traffic fatalities dropped 32% in the last four years and our communities remain among
the safest from crime. Major road projects are underway: Avenue 15 reconstruction,

' == = Highway 41and Avenue 12 expansion—with over $150 million in southeastern Madera

County improvements over the next three years.

Transparency and accountability have been among my highest priorities, and I've stayed

accessible, hosting 22 community meetings and town halls to listen and act on your

needs.

With endorsements from Sheriff Tyson Pogue, District Attorney Sally
Moreno, Madera Deputy Sheriffs, Madera Police Officers, and many

neighbors, I'm the proven leader to keep delivering.

| humbly ask for your vote on June 2.

s

PAID FOR BY WAMHOFF FOR SUPERVISOR 2026 - FPPC 1D #1444749
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www.The Ranchos.com
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Letters

Dear Editor:

| have been receiving this publication
for years and | can no longer read it due to
the partisan content. | wish that you could
publish articles that are bi-partisan and
politically neutral. The only one worth
reading is Generation Why by Eryn B.
Nyre. | can’t believe that all of your read-
ers are of one political party. To me, it is
propaganda being forced on everyone.
Maybe that is your intent. Though it is
free and we don’t have a choice whether
or not we receive it, | guess | will just
have to take it from my mailbox straight
to the trash.

cot

Gerald Schiebelhut
Madera Ranchos

The Independent welcomes your let-
ters. The only rules?

Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636
fax:

IR 0%

559-645-4002
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SPRING FESTIVAL
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FREE: FOOD, GAMES, BOUNCE HOUSE, EGG
HUNT, BIKES, BASKETS

Q 12414 ROAD 37
~, MADERA, CA 93636

LOTS OF
VENDORS

569-645-1700 o WWW.GOLDENVALLEYBAPTISTCHURCH.ORG
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the Independent
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Click on ““Local News’ at
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Guest Editorial

By Douglas V. Gibbs

Democrats fight to secure
their own private institutions
with ID, but they fight to keep
the public ballot box as inse-
cure as possible.

The Constitution makes it clear: to
vote in the United States, you must be
a citizen. The 15th, 19th and 26th
Amendments each begin with the same
powerful phrase: "The right of citizens
of the United States to vote ..." They
then prohibit states from denying that
right based on race, sex, or age. This is
not a coincidence; it is an affirmation
of a self-evident truth. The answer lies
not in principle, but in a calculated po-
litical strategy

These amendments were not creat-
ing a new requirement. They were pro-
tecting a pre-existing, fundamental
right of national membership. The
framers did not need to state "only cit-
izens may vote" because it was a uni-
versally accepted truth of the
American political order. The purpose
of the amendments mentioned was to
stop states from discriminating against
a specific, universally understood por-
tion of the electorate: Citizens. To
argue otherwise is to reject the entire

The
noependen

The Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2026, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales Emeritus

5 59_6 45_0 6 3 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C » Madera, CA 93636

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com
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RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“VOTING IS A
PRECIOUS RIGHT
THAT FOR TWO
CENTURIES
AMERICANS
HAVE FOUGHT
A AND DIED TO
PROTECT. LET'S
ALL HONOR
THAT
SACRIFICE THIS
ELECTION
DAY.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

Democrats Desperate to
Stop Save America Act

philosophical context in which the
Constitution was written, from the
Saxon and Lockean foundations of nat-
ural rights to the Privileges and Immu-
nities Clause, which Justice Bushrod
Washington recognized as protecting
the core privileges of citizenship.

A natural right, like the right to
keep and bear arms, is understood to
be exercised within the context of
one's own political community. | could
not go to another country and demand
to own a firearm or vote in their elec-
tions. That right is a privilege of my
own citizenship. The same is true for
voting here in the United States. It is
the ultimate expression of political
membership in "We the People of the
United States," a right reserved for cit-
izens within their own country.

If this is the constitutional reality,
why would anyone oppose a logical
measure like the Save America Act,
which simply seeks to enforce it? The
answer lies not in principle, but in a
calculated political strategy.

Collapsing under the weight

of its own hypocrisy

Opponents of voter ID laws oper-
ate from a different set of premises,
claiming they are protecting voting
rights from undue burdens. They argue
that requiring ID to vote is different
from needing it to fly, buy alcohol or
open a bank account because voting is
a fundamental right, not a commercial
transaction. They claim that even if the
process of getting an ID is simple for
most, it creates an insurmountable hur-
dle for a marginal few: The elderly
without birth certificates, the poor who
can't take time off work, or the home-
less without documents.

This argument is not only growing
more outdated by the day in our highly
documented society, but it also col-
lapses under the weight of its own
hypocrisy.

Consider the Second Amendment.
The right to keep and bear arms is un-
equivocally a right "of the people.”
Yet, the very same politicians and ac-
tivists who argue that a simple ID is an
unconstitutional burden on voting,
champion a vast and complex web of
barriers to exercising that right. They

Please see EDITORIAL onP. 12
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When Helping Doesn’t Help e

It usually starts small. A quick
question. A “Hey, can you show me
how to do this in Excel?” And to be
fair, Excel is not exactly intuitive.
There are buttons that look important
but do nothing, menus that seem to hide
on purpose, and at least three different
ways to accomplish the same task de-
pending on how much time, and how
much patience, you have and
whether Excel is feeling cooperative
that day.

So, you walk over, or open the file,
or share your screen, and you show
them. Where to click. What to type.
Which formula works and which one
absolutely does not unless you enjoy
staring at error messages five minutes
before a deadline.

Then it happens. Somewhere be-
tween explaining it for what feels like
the eleventh time and feeling the dead-
line’s breath on your neck, you hear
yourself say it’ll

; _ ‘ ! b , ‘ el
y eryn b. nyre
Work has a way of finding the per-
son who won’t let it be done poorly.
Even if it isn’t your team. Even if it
wasn’t initially your project. Heck,
even if it isn’t your department.

And, if I’m being honest, | don’t
always stop it. It’s hard to stop it.
Partly because you know you have a
skillset that can help and it’s hard to
watch someone struggle with some-
thing that feels easy to you. And partly
because it is often

just be faster if
you do it and
you’ll teach him
after the deadline
is met ... which is
something  you
both  know is
never going to
happen. And just
like that, it not
only turns into

imperfectly.

It becomes a pattern, and pat-
terns, once established, are hard
to break because breaking them
means letting something be done

But if you do want the pattern
to break, you have to learn to let
some things fall.

faster. Explaining
something step-
by-step takes
time. Waiting
while  someone
tries, gets stuck,
tries again, and
asks a follow-up
question  takes
time. Fixing mis-

NOt every takes later takes

sadley > DRILLING AND
sy~ PUMP SERVICE

—&—
PUMP SYSTEMS
Same Day Service

674-1663
36691 Ave. 12 Family Owned
Madera Ranchos Seuce 1976
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
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WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
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Medications
- Diet Injection

;,LS'A DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
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4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

your spreadsheet,
but your project.
And suddenly

dropped ball is yours to pick up,
but some of us have a hard time
watching it hit the ground.

even more time.
And when you’re
staring at a dead-

it feels like high
school all over

line, time starts to
feel like the only

again and you’re
doing the entire group project by your-
self while everyone else is “research-
ing.”
That’s the pattern. A quiet, almost
invisible shift in responsibility. The
kind that doesn’t show up in job de-
scriptions or performance plans but
shows up all the same. Not because
anyone formally decided it should but
because, in the moment, it was easier.

You fix something once, and then
you fix it again. You answer the same
question a few times, and eventually
you stop answering it and just do the
task yourself. Not because you were
asked to, exactly, but because you
know it needs to be done, and you
know how to do it, and you know
there’s a deadline attached to it that
isn’t going to move just because some-
one is still figuring out where the for-
mula bar is.

thing that matters.

So, you step in. The problem is,
once you make it clear you won’t let
something fail, people stop worrying
that it will.

You tell yourself it’s just this once.
Just this project. Just until things settle
down. Just until they get more com-
fortable. Then the next project rolls
around and that record finds its way
back to the beginning. One spreadsheet
turns into several. One task becomes a
category of tasks. And before long,
you’re not sure if you’re helping any-
one or if you’ve just quietly adopted
everyone else’s responsibilities.

On the other side of that equation,
there are always a hundred reasonable
explanations. Someone is still learning.
Someone hasn’t had the same exposure.
Someone is overwhelmed. Someone

Please see GEN WHY on P. 8

Developing
Land Surveying
and Civil
Engineering Design
Solutions
with our clients
and the
local community
since 2008

"BEDROCK

| JENGINEERING

=F A solid foundation for your next project

Civil Land Underground
Engineering Surveying Locating 559-645-4849
(104 = o
el')lm ) BedRock Engineering
( ) F—— 'S 10878 Hfghway 41
bt Madera
KT /N 8oy
§ www.BedRockEng.com

ARENA SAND « SAND & GRAVEL *
HORSE FOOTING « CRUSHED ROCK
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL -

FILL DIRT e

TOP SOIL »

HUMUS -

BARK e

www.chadstrucking.com

TRUCKING

CA #441782

CHIPS »

RIVER ROCK e

BASE ROCK «

ROCK DUST »

COBBLE STONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP -

f

LANDSCAPE DIRT _ 7=
& DRIVEWAY

559.479-4113

Click on ““Local News’ at
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MB:;; Brenda McElroy

Organizing Jewelry with
Sentiment and Style

When my high school
boyfriend and I started
“going steady,” he gave me
his class ring to wear. Soon
after, we took a day trip to
Pismo Beach so I could get
some pictures of the pier for
my photography class. The
ring had yarn wrapped around
it to make it fit. When |
washed my hands in the

beach bathroom, | took it off
to keep it dry. It wasn’t until
after we left that | realized |

forgot to put it back on. We steps to make that happen.
hurried back but too late — it Sort - Collect and sort
was gone. | was devastated. He vyour jewelry on a large flat
kindly said, “lI guess you’ll surface like a table or bed.
just have to go with me for- Lay a plain sheet down if you
ever.” have a patterned spread.
For many, their most pre- Begin with a “macro sort”
cious jewelry carries sentimen- into categories — earrings,
tal value. For necklaces,
others, it’s bracelets,
Iike_an art col- Jewelry is designed to Watches,_ etc.
lection — ‘*Micro
there’s joy in be worn and treasured. | sort” each cat-
the hunt and learned the hard way egory by sepa-
discovery of when I lost my rating broken
rare and beau- poyfriend’s class ring — items, single
tiful f|n_ds. 50 years ago. earrings, sen-
Some enjoy timental, cos-
having the tume and high
right costume value jewelry.

jewelry for every outfit.

The 80/20 rule says we wear
20 percent of the jewelry we
have, 80 percent of the time.
For many, it’s only the five
percent that can be seen and
accessed. Unless your entire
jewelry collection is museum
worthy and needs special secu-
rity, you’d benefit from mak-
ing it visible and accessible
for everyday use. Here are five

1. 0.0.0.

VOTE FOR

* Kk X

ANTHONY R.
FORESTIERE cra

—=AUDITOR-CONTROLLER —
MADERA COUNTY

1. 0. 0.0,

www. The Ranchos.com

Determine if items are a
“keep” or “let go” by asking
yourself these questions.
Have | worn it in the last
year or two? Is it something |
would buy today? Does it
look and feel good on me?
Does it match my current
style? For pieces you’re un-
sure of or need repair, place
them in a temporary box and
date it 6-12 months later.

Let go - Choose a next
step for things that didn’t
make the cut. If it’s fine jew-
elry, consider selling to a
local jeweler, consignment
store, or online — eBay or
Poshmark. Some broken items
can also be sold for the
gold/silver content. Toss the
single earrings (not dia-
monds, of course).

Donate costume jewelry or

place a few in the
kids’/grandkids’ dress-up
bin. Giftwrap some of the

sentimental pieces and give
them away to loved ones who
will treasure them. Let go of

the items in the temporary
box if you haven’t repaired
or retrieved them by the ap-
pointed date.

Display — Honor the peo-
ple and memories of your
sentimental jewelry by dis-
playing or repurposing it.
Check Pinterest for creative
and beautiful ideas.

Hide - Secure your fine
jewelry in a safe or keep it
hidden in a hollowed-out
book or a Diversion Can Safe,
available on Amazon. Sock
drawers, the freezer, and of
course jewelry boxes, are the
most commonly checked by
thieves.

Make accessible - Remove
your daily wear jewelry from
their boxes and place them
where they are visible and
easy to access. The hanging
jewelry organizer is a fa-
vorite for Kkeeping it with
your clothes so you can ac-
cessorize while dressing.
Velvet-lined open-topped
jewelry dividers for shallow
drawers are another easy ac-
cess method. Even ice trays

can make handy stackable
earring holders for drawers
or shelves. Necklace trees

and ring dishes can be used
on dresser tops.

Jewelry is designed to be
worn and treasured. | learned
the hard way when | lost my

boyfriend’s class ring — 50
years ago. A couple of years
later he replaced it with a

wedding ring — which is still
on my finger.

For more info, contact Or-
ganized By Choice at 559-
871-3314 or email them at
info@organizedbychoice.com.

WE’RE ON THE WEHB!

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
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Happy Easter

(March 2016)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, | have
decided to bring you a “Best
Of” of her recipes over the
past 10 years. Good recipes
are timeless and | hope you
enjoy them all over again.

Since Easter is my favorite holi-
day of the year, either Christian or
secular, I couldn’t let it slide by with-
out writing about it. We celebrate
Easter Sunday because Jesus was cru-
cified for our sins (John 3:16) died on
the cross on Friday, was buried and
rose from death on Sunday (Mark
16:6). The resurrection of Jesus Christ
is one of the fundamental principles
and beliefs of Christianity. It’s why
we say, “Christ is Risen — He is Risen
Indeed!”

Our Easter Feast is real simple —
Baked Ham, Scal-

'@é Jean Briner

iling them at this point be sure to put
them in the refrigerator.

When the eggs have been sepa-
rated, put the whites in the fridge
until you have the yolks ready. All I
do is smash the yolks with a fork
until they are kind of like corn meal.
Add enough mayonnaise or Miracle
Whip (I prefer Miracle Whip for
most things, but in these eggs, | use
half mayonnaise and half Miracle
Whip) to make them moist, but not
runny. If you aren’t used to doing
this, start with only a couple of ta-
blespoons, and add a little at a time
until you get the consistency you
want. Add a squirt of mustard (not
too much) and salt and pepper to

-

taste. Last year |

loped  Potatoes, added just a cou-
green beans, green . ple of tablespoons
salad, rolls and The_ resurrection of Jesus of sweet pickle
desserts. Oh, and Ch”St_'S e of the fun(_jamen- juice. After you
deviled eggs. NOT tal principles and beliefs of have the yolks
the ones that were Christianity. It’s why we say, tasting the way
up in a tree, be- «Christ js Risen — He is Risen YoU want, put

hind a lawn chair
or stepped on a
couple of times

Indeed!”

them in the whites
and  refrigerate
until ready to

serve. | use a tea-

earlier that day.

I start the eggs (I usually boil
about two or three dozen) in cold
water, and after they start boiling,
turn the fire down and cook at a light
boil for about 10 minutes. After the
10 minutes | usually test one to make
sure it is done then IMMEDIATELY
drain the hot water into the sink and
turn the cold water onto the eggs. |
let the cold water run on the eggs
until you can pick up an egg easily
then crack and peel them, leaving
them whole. | have found this
method the easiest to peel the egg
without tearing it up. | have read of
other methods but this one works
best for me — if you have a method
you have used, then by all means use
it. After you have peeled them and
they have cooled enough that you can
handle them, cut them in half from
top to bottom with a sharp paring
knife, putting the yolks into a bowl
and the whites on a flat surface. |
have a Tupperware cake saver that |
use. If you aren’t going to finish dev-

spoon to fill my whites, but a pastry
bag with a pretty tip would make
them more festive.

The Easter Ham

As far as the ham goes, | think
everyone has their favorite glaze -
and some people don’t like any — but
it is entirely whatever your family
prefers. We drain the juice from a
can of pineapple chunks into a bowl;
add enough brown sugar to make a
paste — not real thick — and a squirt
of mustard. When the ham is almost
done (about 30 minutes before it is
ready) take it out of the oven and
score the outside (not real deep) in
diamond shapes. With toothpicks
put the pineapple chunks on the ham
and spoon the juice mixture over
that. Put back in the oven until it is
done.

When it comes to the potatoes
we really cheat here! We have found
that the boxed ones are good, and a
lot less trouble. With our gang, usu-
ally between 15 and 20, we usually

use 10 to 12 boxes. Can you imagine | GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
peeling that many potatoes? You’d
feel like you were on KP duty in the
Army. We use about four disposable
aluminum baking pans, cooking two
pans at a time.

The balance of the meal is sim-
ple, and just whatever your family
likes.

Like so many of our meals there
are always plenty of desserts. Usu-
ally a coconut cake, Adam brings his
always welcome pies, and | some-
time make a pineapple upside down
cake. There will probably be a ba-
nana pudding (I can remember my
grandma always made one for
Thanksgiving dinner, but she made
real pudding, not the boxed ones we
use today).

An Easter Favorite

My favorite Easter Hymn is Christ
Arose! | get goose bumps when the
chorus is sung, “Up from the grave he
arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His
foes, He arose a Victor from the dark
domain, and He lives forever, with His
saints to reign. He arose! He arose!
Hallelujah! Christ arose!”

genuinely doesn’t know how. And all
of those things can be true at the same
time. But there’s also something else
happening, quietly. When one person
consistently steps in, someone else
learns they don’t have to. Perhaps it
isn’t malicious. It might not even be
intentional, at first. It’s often gradual.
Responsibility doesn’t always go to
the person it was to whom it was as-
signed. It often goes to the person who
notices. And once that pattern sets in,
it’s hard to undo.

Because now it’s not just about
the task. It’s about the outcome. It’s
about the expectation that things will
get done correctly, on time, without
unnecessary complications. And if
you’re the person who has been en-
suring that outcome, stepping back
can feel like letting something drop
that you know you could have caught.
So, you keep catching it. You keep
stepping in. You keep fixing. You
keep smoothing over the rough edges
so everything continues to move for-
ward.

Have a blessed Easter. Please see GEN WHY on P. 9

CGhreate a (g/l,ﬁ fh@mq{_‘bﬂue /&ea)r/'t
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Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts ! -'[ =8

¢ 559-824-6336
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

e

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos™
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee - Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome | A & Glaftd Sudis * Bidgue * Wood Stems

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
| e spis 5515 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Click on ““Local News’ at
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GEN WHY cont. from P. 8

And from the outside, it looks like
things are working. The deadlines are
met. The reports are accurate. The
spreadsheets function the way they’re
supposed to. Everything looks fine.

Work isn’t always distributed by
role or responsibility. Sometimes it’s
distributed by tolerance, by whoever is
willing to let something sit unfinished,
and who isn’t. And some of us have a

very low tolerance for unfinished
things, which sounds like a strength
right up until it isn’t.

It becomes a pattern, and patterns,
once established, are hard to break be-
cause breaking them means letting
something be done imperfectly.

But if you do want the pattern to
break, you have to learn to let some
things fall. Not every dropped ball is
yours to pick up, but some of us have a
hard time watching it hit the ground.

Senior Report

Room Additions & General Contracting + Commercial & Residential

~ Qwner/CEO"
. MadeFaRancfios Resi

nchios Resident

e

Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERAQAOL.COM

(559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

FORYANNEASTERADINNER
[HEYAW.ONTAEOR GETR"

L ““0 RHOpy
40

421-304'6

www.The Ranchos.com

Home and Garden Festival Time

By Melanie Williams

This is the perfect time to prepare
your garden for the spring season. Come
to the 31st Annual Home and Garden
Festival at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center.

On Saturday, April 11, the Senior
Center is hosting their Home and Garden
Festival from 9
am. to 2 p.m.
Plants will be
available in the

Scout  Garden,
along with some
good advice L&
about how to

plant a beautiful
spring garden.
Master Garden- &
ers are volun- %
teering in the &
Scout  Garden
and will be avail-
able to answer
questions for our
springtime gar-
den enthusiasts.
The  Treasure
House will be
open at the B
Home and Gar-
den Festival this
year as well and
the Senior Cen- |
ter is selling
fundraising tick-
ets for a themed
basket. The bas-
ket will be dis-
played in the
Boutique located in the main building of
the Senior Center.

Our favorite vendors are setting up
booths to sell various specialty craft
items and vendors include many spe-
cialty items and uniquely crafted art for
the house and yard. We have locally
made baked goods, candles, beautiful
handcrafted jewelry and home decor
items. Vendors are still welcome to sign
up and participate in the festival and we
have spaces available if you are inter-
ested in reserving a spot. Please contact
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center at 559-
645-4864.

We are planning on having a Taco
Truck with a variety of Mexican style
breakfast and lunch plates during the
Home and Garden Festival. There will be
NO parking available at the

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center are, from left, Melanie
Williams and Carrie Bennett.

Ranchos/Hills Senior Center on 37330
Berkshire Drive. Parking is available
along Fernwood Drive. When parking in
the neighborhood, please respect the
neighbors and their property. Please do
not block driveways while parking vehi-
cles.

We still need member volunteers to
help on Friday, April 10 to set up tables
and chairs for the
festival. If you
need additional
information
about our 31st
Annual Home
and Garden Fes-
tival, please call
559-645-4864
between 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m., Mon-
day through Fri-
day.

Our monthly
potluck is on
Thursday, April
9 at 6 p.m. The
Spring Fling
Potluck and
Game Night is
our theme for
April. If you are
feeling the joy of
the new season,
wear a spring hat
and bright attire
for the festivi-
ties. We have a
fun group activ-
ity and game
night  planned
and any senior is
welcome at our monthly potluck events.

All seniors need to bring a main or
side dish for eight people and their own
place settings for the potluck. Home-
made desserts are always welcome. If
you plan to come, please call the Senior
Center at 559-645-4864, so we can have
enough tables set up for everyone.

The Senior Center has weekly activ-
ities every month for seniors to gather
and meet other seniors in the community.
Weekly activities include the Senior Ex-
ercise Classes every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Card and tables games every Thursday at
12:15 p.m. and the Senior Hot Lunch
Program is available Monday through
Friday at 11:30 a.m. We are continuing

Please see SENIORS on P. 16
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All of Southeast Madera County
needs a

Whether you live in the Madera
Ranchos, Riverstone, Tesoro
Viejo or Rolling Hills, anyone

can run. In the proud tradition

of American politics

YOUR VOTES ARE FOR SALE

for $1 apiece.
Become a candidate and
represent your favorite local
organization and the top “vote

getter” will become the
Honorary Mayor, plus your
group keeps 75 cents of
every dollar you collect.

WIN-WIN-WIN!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT THE CHAMBER

559-645-4001

GoldenValleyChamber@yahoo.com

Cral-Feeds Table Sponsory

The 22nd Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Crab Feed was a success thanks to these special sponsors:

Mike Fursman Liberty Cafe
John Finley Jordan Wamhoff

Ranchos Dental Red Rock

SEMCU The Henley Family
Gunner Ranch The Kevorkian Family
North Fork Rancheria Sammy Sanchez

Hand and Stone Madera County

Jeff Coulthard Loves Salon

Vince Guthrie Bedroom Plus
Bret Frazier Coffee Gals

- NO ENTRY FEE « PARADE ENTRANTS ¢ NO ENTRY FEE ¢
2026 Flatlander’s Day

Parade Day: Saturday, May 16, 2026
Group Individual O Business L[]

Group or Business Name

Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Phone:

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? O Yes O No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length__ ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry)

O Horses (Single) OHorses (Group) Explain:
O Band/Music Name:

O Floats Name:

O Children’s Group’s Name:
O Dance Group’s Name:
O Single Entry (Children) Name:
O Single Entry (Adult) Name:
O Vehicle Type:
O Novelty Name:
O Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp!  Registration of entries
begins at 8:30 a.m. « Parade route: Road 36 between
Ardath to Ave. 12 in front of Liberty High
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide by all
parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials and agree to
release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage and/or injury to any
person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature: Date:
Bring, fax or mail this form by May 6 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C « Madera, CA 93636 * Fax 645-4002 « Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.

YOU MUST TURN IN THIS FORM TO BE IN THE PARADE :

Golden Valley Chamber

ATNO LNO d3ANYH SAYMYIAID "'SHOLVYLO3dS OL NMOdHL 38 NI ONIHLON A13LN10SaY

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN TO SPECTATORS. GIVEAWAYS HANDED OUT ONLY

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our
next meeting on Wednesday, April 15 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C
in the Maywood Center. Call 645-4001 for more information.

Click on ““Local News™ at



Page 11

DAYSIPB00, 930 &
WWWFL] p S E-C HURCH

CELEBRATE EASTER 

“THE
“HINGE, POINT
_OF HISTORY

10 AM AT LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL

AFTER SERVICE

EXPLORE THE MOMENT THAT CHANGED EVERYTHING! JOIN US FOR A COMMUNITY EGG HUNT

— ’ | SUNDAY SERVICES AT 8:00 | 9:30 | 11: 00 AM
o i CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE
i =1L 18l IR HIGH 2ZND SERVICE

’Flipsidecmrisuaacnm Leekgcnen e ———

' [ ¢ 9| YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE INFO@ACTS176.COM
b aill = | JRHICGH & HIGH SCHOOL

A 37193 AVE 12 #3H

vabeir e5525% | MONDAYS 7:00 - 9:00 PM

.SEE YOU SUNDAY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

support waiting periods, extensive
background checks, permit-to-purchase
requirements, licensing, "red flag" laws
and prohibitive taxes.

If a free ID is an unconstitutional
poll tax on the right to vote, what are
all these other costs, delays and hur-
dles? By their own logic, they should
be fighting to make acquiring a
firearm as frictionless as possible. The
fact that they don’t, reveals their op-
position is not a principled stand on
rights, but a selective, politically mo-
tivated stance. They are fine with bar-
riers for rights they dislike, but not for
rights that benefit their political coali-
tion. The contradiction is so glaring
that it can only be explained by a de-
sire to exploit that insecurity for elec-
toral gain.

Furthermore, their definition of a
"right" is inconsistent. Voting, in prac-
tice, functions far more like a privi-
lege. It has built-in qualifications: You
must be 18; a resident; not a felon. An
inalienable right, like free speech, has
no such prerequisites. If voting were a
pure right with no obstacles, the logi-
cal conclusion would be that "anyone
should be able to vote," a position al-
most no one entertains.

The most damning evidence of
their hypocrisy, however, is their own
behavior. These are the same people
who require 1D to enter their town
halls, proof of party membership to at-
tend their functions, and ID to vote in

their labor union meetings. During the
COVID pandemic, they demanded
proof of vaccine or a mask to partici-
pate in society, often with no excep-
tions for those with legitimate medical
issues.

They understand perfectly well
that it is reasonable, necessary and
wise to require proof of identity and
eligibility to protect the integrity of an
institution — whether it's a political
party, a union, or a hospital. They just
don’t want to apply that same com-
mon-sense security to the country’s
ballot box.

When you put these observations
together, you are left with a stark con-
clusion: The arguments against the
Save America Act are not based on a
consistent principle of rights, a gen-
uine concern for the disenfranchised,
or a sincere belief in a frictionless so-
ciety. They are a calculated political
position.

The only remaining explanation is
that these opponents of election in-
tegrity have concluded that a less se-
cure system, one in which it is easier
for ineligible votes to be cast, is in
their political best interest. They fight
to secure their own private institutions
with ID, but they fight to keep the pub-
lic ballot box as insecure as possible.
The contradiction is so glaring that it
can only be explained by a desire to
exploit that insecurity for electoral
gain.

This editorial originally appeared
at www.canadafreepress.com.

eal Esta

CALL

3/26

NEED WALKWAYS, PATIOS
OR DRIVEWAYS?

GET I'T DONE]

GUILAR'S
innovative hardscapes services
WALKWAYS * PATIOS * DRIVEWAYS + DECORATIVE

@@NCM

“Real estate is
my life! I make
ijIH real estate

reams a reality.”

a3

3/26

J

MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

E | l 559-250-6740 « mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Integrity, Dedication, Resu?ts
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

3/26

BU \)\G
SLL JI\Q

(B o B g

LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fle®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @gmail.com
DRE 02093132 Real Broker

CURBS * GRADING * FOUNDATIONS

LIC#1119919

w"‘

DEMO/REMOVAL * ROCK HARDSCAPES
CURB APPEAL LOOK * COLOR STAINS
CONCRETE REPAIRS * YARD CLEAN UPS

call or text

999-718-3554

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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By Dov Adler

A Road Map to Growth:
Major Infrastructure and
Retail Projects Set for
2026 Completion

The local landscape of the Madera
Ranchos and Riverstone is undergoing a
significant transformation. From the
widening of major arteries to the arrival
of long-awaited retail hubs, the current
slate of public works and private devel-
opment marks one of the largest invest-
ment periods in our community’s
history. Here is a comprehensive break-
down of the projects shaping our region
this year.

Transportation: Breaking
the Gridlock

Infrastructure remains the top prior-
ity as crews work to accommodate in-
creasing traffic volumes.

e Avenue 12 Widening: Perhaps
the most visible project, construction is
on track for completion by the end of this
calendar year. The final layout will fea-
ture a tapering design, moving from
eight lanes at Highway 41 down to two
lanes west of Road 40.

e Highway 41 Expansion: A
$100 million project is poised to begin
shortly. Fully funded by developer road
impact fees, this 18-to-24-month project
will eventually provide four continuous
lanes from Avenue 15 into the City of
Fresno.

e Lanes Bridge Improvements:
Recent adjustments at Children’s Boule-
vard have already improved flow. Near-
term plans include dedicated turn lanes
at Avenue 10 to assist commuters head-
ing toward the southbound 41 on ramp.

e Local Maintenance: Avenue
15 (from Highway 41 to Road 36) is
scheduled for a full reconstruction by the
end of 2026.

Retail Watch: Raley’s
and Tractor Supply

The wait for local shopping is near-
ing an end. The "Riverwalk" area is see-
ing a surge in commercial interest:

e Tractor Supply: Earthwork is
scheduled to begin this March. To ac-
commaodate the large building footprint,
a road realignment near the Riverwalk
entrance will be required. The store is

targeting a December 2026 opening.

» Raley’s: The grocery giant has
officially submitted its application, with
a target opening date in the first quarter
of 2027.

e Dining & More: Fourteen ad-
ditional businesses—primarily restau-
rants—have applied for locations within
the Riverwalk development.

Public Safety: Faster
Response Times

Emergency services have seen a
measurable upgrade following the
county’s transition to American Ambu-
lance. Under an initiative led by Super-
visor Jordan Wamhoff, maximum
response times have dropped from over
20 minutes to approximately 12 minutes.

Additionally, a new fire station is
being developed at Road 40 and Avenue
12 to replace the Rolling Hills station.
Future capacity will also be bolstered by
a new station at Avenue 9 and a dedi-
cated engine and crew at the upcoming
Highway 99 casino development.

Water Quality & Utilities

The Root Creek Water District re-
ports that its new treatment facility is
fully operational.

e Maintenance: While the facil-
ity addresses discoloration, some resi-
dents may notice "residual manganese"
in the pipes until the system is fully
flushed.

e Rates: In a win for residents,
there will be no water rate increase for
2026.

e Conservation: District officials
noted that high bills are typically driven
by irrigation usage and encourage resi-
dents to evaluate their watering sched-
ules.

Schools and Community Life

Education and recreation continue
to expand alongside the housing market:

e Canyon Creek Elementary:
Set to open its doors this August. Bound-
ary adjustments are currently under re-
view, with a focus on minimizing student
displacement.

* New Amenities: Construction
is expected to begin soon on a massive
4-acre clubhouse at Riverstone Boule-
vard Southwest. The facility will feature
a gym double the size of the current
Lodge, four gated pickleball courts, and
a two-acre public event lawn.

e Long-term Planning: While
the Ranchos middle and high schools
have capacity for now, a dedicated
Riverstone Middle School is being pro-
jected for 2033.

Along with others, SEMCU is a
nonprofit organization that represents the
interests of the residents, property own-

ers and businesses in Southeast Madera
County. Its concerns, among other issues,
are our community, safety, water, traffic,
schools, future parks and energy. Join
SEMCU as a board member to help shape
the Southeast Madera County area and help
make a difference for our families and
youngsters. Together, we can build a
stronger, more vibrant community.
SEMCU meets once per month for

about an hour. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or, if you prefer, you can call in
on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then
enter the ID# 83632424343 followed by the
access code 85422. Our next meeting: Tues-
day, April 21 at 6 p.m. “See you online” and
make your voice heard!
SEMCU is “By the community, for the
community”

Kiwanis Korner

Kiwanis take “Serv

By Sally Rowden

I’m starting this article out with a
huge thank you to our Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce for a very suc-
cessful Crab Feed. As the servers of this
community event, we were also awarded
success by gener-
ous tips from the
sold-out tables of
attendees.  This
allows us to be =
able to support
our many proj-
ects, events and
scholarships for
the children of (y
our communities.
Thank you all.

The Kkinder-
garten children of
Sierra View Ele-
mentary School visited Storyland on
Thursday, March 5. This is our first
group of kindergarteners to have all en-
trance fees covered by the Kiwanis Chil-
dren’s Fund Microgrant we applied for
and received. Our member, Richard
Wayne, traveled to Storyland to meet the
children, parents and teachers. Stone
Creek Elementary will be headed to Sto-
ryland in April with Webster Elementary
going in May.

Our John Minney-Liberty High
School Scholarship fundraiser is going

Again, Klwanls members were the table

servers at the 22nd Annual Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce Community Crab
Feed in March.

Ing’ to Next Level

well. Several of our local businesses and
individuals have big-heartedly given. If
you would like to contribute, please use
our Venmo QR Code and make sure you
describe the transaction: JM-LHS Schol-
arship. These scholarships will be
awarded this May. Liberty High School
== Qraduating seniors
~ should contact their
school  office or
school counselors to
obtain  scholarship
applications.

We will be at the
Ranchos Seniors 31st
Home and Garden
Festival on Saturday,
April 11. A beautiful
Mother’s Day Raffle
Basket will be on dis-
play for you to peruse
and obtain raffle tick-
ets. This is always a great community
event to find special treasures. So come
on out, get your raffle tickets and see
what treasures you can find for yourself.

Just a reminder that we are now
meeting at the Pizza Factory on Avenue
12. We meet every second and fourth
Thursday of the month. The meeting
starts at 6 p.m. You’re welcome to join
or if you would like more information
about Kiwanis, you can email Sally

Please see KIWANIS on P. 16

TN

3/26

Saago Re
Pal Plarration]

We also have a wide selection of

559-268-665060

6700 E. Central Ave. ¢ Fresno - www.sagorey.com

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

Shade & Fruit trees.
call Juan and Maria at
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SPREAD THE NEWS‘_

Have friends or family »‘
who love the
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in
Southeast Madera County?

SUBSCRIBE!

to the Independent
local news ¢ local events ¢ local happenings
editorial ® games ¢ real estate ¢ columns
37167 Ave, 12, 150

The Pridependent

645-0634 ¢ fax 645-4002 ¢ ranchosnews(Cyahoo.com

#5C « Madera CA 93636 _Fax 559-645-4002

Email

Payment: $20[] Cash [ Check [] Credit Card [] Bill Me
2

The Independent 37167 Ave. 1
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Click on ““Local News’ at
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Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory

Va ey We
=Dl Dr'lnlng

Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al izc:u-rs

H'S“l r 4

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,
by the
community.”

559-363-9095

Meetings ONLINE « Go to SEMCU.org
3rd Tuesday of the month « 6 p.m.

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJIPS] aEﬂ’c/{,w s

SUNDAYS{9°& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875 | | -

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWMW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent
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Classified

Call
numbers:
650-771-2915.

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-
ing in the area. Call
559-908-0759.

Housecleaning

One month FREE! with 6-
month arrangement. 40 years
of experience in the Ranchos. -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.

of our LOCAL
559-710-0692 or

either

Property Clean Up

Property clean wup, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming -
FREE ESTIMATES. Professional
and reliable. Call Eric at 559-
903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching -
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing -
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call
John at 908-1066.

KIWANIS cont. from P. 13

Rowden at rowdensally2@gmail.com.

Most of us are very busy folks and
volunteering can be a challenge. There is
an opportunity to support all our commu-
nity projects, events and scholarships
from your own home. Use our Venmo QR
Code and send a donation. Remember all
donations are tax deductible and the chil-
dren of our communities will be the bene-
factors of your generosity.

In closing, I’m going to share a quote
highlighting our spring season. “Spring is
nature’s way of saying, ‘Let’s Party!””” —
Robin Williams

Madera Ranchos Kiwanis

WMaderaRanchos-Kiwanis

”ﬂ-".
L

MK ,-gr, 3
ﬁ o

1

venmo

SENIORS cont. from P. 9

to sign up seniors who want to participate
in the program. It is quick and easy to sign
up at the Senior Center.

Chair Yoga is a new activity on every
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Line
Dancing is a favorite for people who wish

to 11 a.m.

The members of the RH Seniors want
to thank some special contributors for mak-
ing the Senior Center a wonderful gather-
ing place for our local seniors: Judy Sears,
who organizes the Home and Garden Festi-
val every year; Ellen Williams, who keeps
participants updated with Line Dancing

TOADVERTISEcl

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!
"I
N SN
ANEY

HIROPRACTIC

& rehabilitotion center

a5 36754 AVE. 12 -

660-5262

schedules and videos; and Kathleen House,
who opens the Treasure House on Brown
Bag Day for the Senior Center. Thank you
for your generous donations and talents to
support our local Senior Center.

Happy Easter from the members of
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

Quote for April: “Springtime is the
land awakening. The March winds are the
morning yawn.”— Lewis Grizzard

to learn the steps for popular country
songs. The Line Dancing Class is every
other Wednesday from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Brown Bag Day is on April 22 from
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Indian Basket Weaving Class
members sit and visit as they learn how to
weave beautiful baskets with pine needles.
The Ranchos “Basket Cases” meet on the
first and last Tuesday each month at 9 a.m.

* When you make a meringue, be sure to spread
it all the way to the crust on all sides. If you do,
it won't shrink.

* "Newspaper bags are handy hand covers in
many situations. Keep them close if you are
painting, doing a DIY art project, working in the
shop with sticky or greasy materials or baking
and working with dough. If you are interrupted,
simply slip a bag over your hands to answer the phone or door, etc. It's much
quicker than washing and drying your hands, and you can go right back to it
once you have dealt with the interruption.” -- W.A. in Oregon

* "To clean burned-on bits from your cast iron skillet, scrub with a plastic
scrubbie and salt as an abrasive. Dry immediately and rub with oil to keep
moist." -- R.T. in Ohio

» Metal shower hooks can be used in the sewing basket to hold safety pins.
They can be used in a jewelry box to corral costume rings as well.

* "Line the edges of a plastic shower curtain on both sides with duct tape.
Then snip out a few holes through the tape edging. You can use the holes to
tie the plastic stretched out between trees for a wind break or as a quick shel-
ter from the rain. You can tie bagged sand to the corners as a car cover. Stake
it to the ground under your blanket to avoid ground moisture. Lots of possi-
bilities." -- F.C. in Georgia

Send your tips to
Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc

Click on ““Local News™ at



Just Like Cats & DOQS by Dave T. Phipps

WELL, BAD NEWS, A BUNCH OF PEOPLE WERE
LET GO TODAY IN OUR DEPARTMENT. GOOD NEWS,
THERE'S EXTRA DONUTS IN THE BREAKROOM.

ADS
LOGOS
PR

645-0634

@ North America Syndicate, Ine. World rights reserved.
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MARKETING

“You guys really wear diapers?”

www. The Ranchos.com

E l‘sl;ars

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) This week offers new opportunities for adventurous Sheep,
both personally and professionally. Single Sheep could find romance with a TAURUS or
SCORPIO.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your big break is about to happen in the workplace. Expect
to hear more about it within a few days. Meanwhile, enjoy some much-needed fun time.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your past tendency for breaking promises could be catching
up with you. You need to reassure a certain someone in your life that, this time, you'll keep
your word. Good luck!

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Watch your tendency to be overcautious in your personal
relationships. Give people a chance to show who they are -- not who you assume them to be.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Aspects favor closer attention to family matters, especially where
it concerns older relatives who might need special care. A co-worker has information that can
help.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A workplace change causes a temporary delay in your
plans. Continue working on your project so that you'll be ready when it's time to start up
again.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Stick with your plans despite some recent
disappointments. Persistence will pay off. Meanwhile, a family member's health takes a
happy turn for the better.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your gift for seeing through to the heart of a
matter (or the heart of a person) impresses someone who is in a position to make you a very
interesting offer.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your colleagues believe in your leadership
abilities because you believe in yourself. Your strength inspires others to follow your
example.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A sensitive situation needs careful handling.
Show more patience than you usually do. This will allow everyone time for some really hard
thinking.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You are determined to take charge of a difficult
situation and turn it around. Good for you! Accept much-needed help and advice from a
LIBRA.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You are able to help people by sensing their deepest pain,
but be careful not to let your own emotions get injured. Try to maintain a safe balance.

Born this Week.

Not many people know this, but yours is the most emotional sign of the zodinc.

You are empathetic and have a deep spiritual core that gives you great strenqth.

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc.




Kids" Maze

GET THE PHONE,
PUNKINHEA

oW, SEA HAG. YOUR |
SISTER LEFT IN A HUFF,
D'YA THINK SHE'S OKAY? |

1 AS LONG AS I'M HELPING To
[l PAY YouR STUDENT LOANS,

MASSES...

@ King Features Syndicate, |nofiie

IMPORTANT ON
| MY MIND THAN
“7 RULING oVER

WEAK-MINDED

[AFTER ALL, WHY
WOULD MY WISHES |
| START COMING

WHAT AM I POINGZ..
STANPING AROUND?
HOPING FOR AN

AND | KNoW JusT |

MY SISTER THINKS L
§ THE SCRAWNY NITWIT |

SHE'S BETTER THAN ME,
WE'LL SEE HOW SMUG SHE |
1S WHEN | DO WHAT SHE'S L
NEVER BEEN ABLE TO
Do - LEAD POPERE TO
HIS FINAL Doom!
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FIST JUST STARTED

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: Who is the director of the Oscar-
winning movie "Parasite"? 2. FOOD &
DRINK: What is miso? 3. LITERATURE:
What are the names of the romantic couple in
"Wouthering Heights"? 4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: Which city's nickname is "Pearl of the
Orient"? 5. HISTORY': In what year were the
first modern Olympic Games held? 6. U.S.
PRESIDENTS: Before becoming president,
Barack Obama served as a senator from which
state? 7. GEOGRAPHY: Which peninsula is
the largest in the world? 8. MYTHOLOGY:
Who is the Greek god of war? 9. MUSIC: Who
composed the opera "The Ring of Nibelung"?
10. ACRONYMS: In computer emails, what
does the acronym "CC" stand for?
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps 314 D 0T 14

BoY, MoM SEEMS KINDA I NEED TO THINK OF A WAY GooD MORNING, MoM! wWow, GEEZ, I'M A KID. HOW WAS
DEPRESSED. IT’S HER BIRTHDAY | | To CHEER HER UP AND BE HAPPY, 1GOTTA SAY YOU DON'T I SUPPOSED To KNOoW SHE . .
- LOOK A DAY OVER FORTY! by Linda Thistle

. AND SHE'S FEELING OLDER.

WAS TURNING THRTY? _

L e

91 12| |1

-
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UNFORTUNATELY, |
GgTF"r:iéLerT ) T wx;re ™eE 8127
WORD IN WRONG WORD.
:-—~—<> s RINE 9
3 8 9| |5
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The Independent

(AL 359-43-0034

1l hﬁg& Lo\ e A
: e WHERE WE
E‘{Fﬁﬁ%ﬂérﬁg MAGIC MAZE @ KEEP CASH

JMIGDAXVSQNKIFD
AXVTQOMIHTFCATY

WURMATTRES S)PNRL

“pavuasal syBY |y “ou) ‘sespuls sanjead Bup 92025

JHFDBZELXVTRQAO
MKITHFZLDESRUPIJO
BSZYEAWSGBVTRET

QODEWNKNABYGGTIP

B
ELRNKCISLATEMKY
T

I FHFOVAULTDCNOR

AZATABXWVUSRQOC
ONSSMKGNIKCEHCM

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: PRECIOUS —

Art Crypto Piggy bank  Stocks
Bonds Freezer Purse Vault
Checking Mattress Safe Wallet

Cookiejar ~ Moneybelt ~ Savings

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al rights resarved,

www.The Ranchos.com
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SEMCU meets on the 3rd Tuesday every month
Our next meeting fs enline en Tuesday, April 2 15 at & P.m.
Online: go te: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the iinik
By phone: 669-900-6833
& enter meeting ID#: 836 3242 4343,
then access code 854 221

FOR TiHE COMMUNITY, BY THE GCOMMUNITY



