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Chamber members, from left, Ollia Ridge and Chamber 
President Mike Fursman, present the Chamber’s Volunteer of 
the Year award to Priscilla Burgin at the 22nd Annual Golden 
Valley Chamber of Commerce Community Crab Feed. 
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Real Estatesupport waiting periods, extensive 
background checks, permit-to-purchase 
requirements, licensing, "red flag" laws 
and prohibitive taxes. 

If a free ID is an unconstitutional 
poll tax on the right to vote, what are 
all these other costs, delays and hur-
dles? By their own logic, they should 
be fighting to make acquiring a 
firearm as frictionless as possible. The 
fact that they don’t, reveals their op-
position is not a principled stand on 
rights, but a selective, politically mo-
tivated stance. They are fine with bar-
riers for rights they dislike, but not for 
rights that benefit their political coali-
tion. The contradiction is so glaring 
that it can only be explained by a de-
sire to exploit that insecurity for elec-
toral gain. 

Furthermore, their definition of a 
"right" is inconsistent. Voting, in prac-
tice, functions far more like a privi-
lege. It has built-in qualifications: You 
must be 18; a resident; not a felon. An 
inalienable right, like free speech, has 
no such prerequisites. If voting were a 
pure right with no obstacles, the logi-
cal conclusion would be that "anyone 
should be able to vote," a position al-
most no one entertains. 

The most damning evidence of 
their hypocrisy, however, is their own 
behavior. These are the same people 
who require ID to enter their town 
halls, proof of party membership to at-
tend their functions, and ID to vote in 

their labor union meetings. During the 
COVID pandemic, they demanded 
proof of vaccine or a mask to partici-
pate in society, often with no excep-
tions for those with legitimate medical 
issues. 

They understand perfectly well 
that it is reasonable, necessary and 
wise to require proof of identity and 
eligibility to protect the integrity of an 
institution – whether it's a political 
party, a union, or a hospital. They just 
don’t want to apply that same com-
mon-sense security to the country’s 
ballot box. 

When you put these observations 
together, you are left with a stark con-
clusion: The arguments against the 
Save America Act are not based on a 
consistent principle of rights, a gen-
uine concern for the disenfranchised, 
or a sincere belief in a frictionless so-
ciety. They are a calculated political 
position. 

The only remaining explanation is 
that these opponents of election in-
tegrity have concluded that a less se-
cure system, one in which it is easier 
for ineligible votes to be cast, is in 
their political best interest. They fight 
to secure their own private institutions 
with ID, but they fight to keep the pub-
lic ballot box as insecure as possible. 
The contradiction is so glaring that it 
can only be explained by a desire to 
exploit that insecurity for electoral 
gain. 

This editorial originally appeared 
at www.canadafreepress.com. 
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By Dov Adler 
 

A Road Map to Growth: 
Major Infrastructure and 

Retail Projects Set for  
2026 Completion 

 
The local landscape of the Madera 

Ranchos and Riverstone is undergoing a 
significant transformation. From the 
widening of major arteries to the arrival 
of long-awaited retail hubs, the current 
slate of public works and private devel-
opment marks one of the largest invest-
ment periods in our community’s 
history. Here is a comprehensive break-
down of the projects shaping our region 
this year. 

Transportation: Breaking 
the Gridlock 

Infrastructure remains the top prior-
ity as crews work to accommodate in-
creasing traffic volumes. 

• Avenue 12 Widening: Perhaps 
the most visible project, construction is 
on track for completion by the end of this 
calendar year. The final layout will fea-
ture a tapering design, moving from 
eight lanes at Highway 41 down to two 
lanes west of Road 40. 

• Highway 41 Expansion: A 
$100 million project is poised to begin 
shortly. Fully funded by developer road 
impact fees, this 18-to-24-month project 
will eventually provide four continuous 
lanes from Avenue 15 into the City of 
Fresno. 

• Lanes Bridge Improvements: 
Recent adjustments at Children’s Boule-
vard have already improved flow. Near-
term plans include dedicated turn lanes 
at Avenue 10 to assist commuters head-
ing toward the southbound 41 on ramp. 

• Local Maintenance: Avenue 
15 (from Highway 41 to Road 36) is 
scheduled for a full reconstruction by the 
end of 2026. 

Retail Watch: Raley’s  
and Tractor Supply 

The wait for local shopping is near-
ing an end. The "Riverwalk" area is see-
ing a surge in commercial interest: 

• Tractor Supply: Earthwork is 
scheduled to begin this March. To ac-
commodate the large building footprint, 
a road realignment near the Riverwalk 
entrance will be required. The store is 3/26

targeting a December 2026 opening. 
• Raley’s: The grocery giant has 

officially submitted its application, with 
a target opening date in the first quarter 
of 2027. 

• Dining & More: Fourteen ad-
ditional businesses—primarily restau-
rants—have applied for locations within 
the Riverwalk development. 

Public Safety: Faster 
Response Times 

Emergency services have seen a 
measurable upgrade following the 
county’s transition to American Ambu-
lance. Under an initiative led by Super-
visor Jordan Wamhoff, maximum 
response times have dropped from over 
20 minutes to approximately 12 minutes. 

Additionally, a new fire station is 
being developed at Road 40 and Avenue 
12 to replace the Rolling Hills station. 
Future capacity will also be bolstered by 
a new station at Avenue 9 and a dedi-
cated engine and crew at the upcoming 
Highway 99 casino development. 

Water Quality & Utilities 
The Root Creek Water District re-

ports that its new treatment facility is 
fully operational. 

• Maintenance: While the facil-
ity addresses discoloration, some resi-
dents may notice "residual manganese" 
in the pipes until the system is fully 
flushed. 

• Rates: In a win for residents, 
there will be no water rate increase for 
2026. 

• Conservation: District officials 
noted that high bills are typically driven 
by irrigation usage and encourage resi-
dents to evaluate their watering sched-
ules. 

Schools and Community Life 
Education and recreation continue 

to expand alongside the housing market: 
• Canyon Creek Elementary: 

Set to open its doors this August. Bound-
ary adjustments are currently under re-
view, with a focus on minimizing student 
displacement. 

• New Amenities: Construction 
is expected to begin soon on a massive 
4-acre clubhouse at Riverstone Boule-
vard Southwest. The facility will feature 
a gym double the size of the current 
Lodge, four gated pickleball courts, and 
a two-acre public event lawn. 

• Long-term Planning: While 
the Ranchos middle and high schools 
have capacity for now, a dedicated 
Riverstone Middle School is being pro-
jected for 2033. 

Along with others, SEMCU is a 
nonprofit organization that represents the 
interests of the residents, property own-

Kiwanis  take  “Serving’  to  Next  Level
Kiwanis Korner

By Sally Rowden 
 
I’m starting this article out with a 

huge thank you to our Golden Valley 
Chamber of Commerce for a very suc-
cessful Crab Feed. As the servers of this 
community event, we were also awarded 
success by gener-
ous tips from the 
sold-out tables of 
attendees. This 
allows us to be 
able to support 
our many proj-
ects, events and 
scholarships for 
the children of 
our communities. 
Thank you all. 

The kinder-
garten children of 
Sierra View Ele-
mentary School visited Storyland on 
Thursday, March 5. This is our first 
group of kindergarteners to have all en-
trance fees covered by the Kiwanis Chil-
dren’s Fund Microgrant we applied for 
and received. Our member, Richard 
Wayne, traveled to Storyland to meet the 
children, parents and teachers. Stone 
Creek Elementary will be headed to Sto-
ryland in April with Webster Elementary 
going in May. 

Our John Minney-Liberty High 
School Scholarship fundraiser is going 

well. Several of our local businesses and 
individuals have big-heartedly given. If 
you would like to contribute, please use 
our Venmo QR Code and make sure you 
describe the transaction: JM-LHS Schol-
arship. These scholarships will be 
awarded this May. Liberty High School 

graduating seniors 
should contact their 
school office or 
school counselors to 
obtain scholarship 
applications.  

We will be at the 
Ranchos Seniors 31st 
Home and Garden 
Festival on Saturday, 
April 11. A beautiful 
Mother’s Day Raffle 
Basket will be on dis-
play for you to peruse 
and obtain raffle tick-

ets. This is always a great community 
event to find special treasures. So come 
on out, get your raffle tickets and see 
what treasures you can find for yourself. 

Just a reminder that we are now 
meeting at the Pizza Factory on Avenue 
12. We meet every second and fourth 
Thursday of the month. The meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. You’re welcome to join 
or if you would like more information 
about Kiwanis, you can email Sally 

Again, Kiwanis members were the table 
servers at the 22nd Annual Golden Valley 
Chamber of Commerce Community Crab 
Feed in March.

Please see KIWANIS on P. 16

ers and businesses in Southeast Madera 
County. Its concerns, among other issues, 
are our community, safety, water, traffic, 
schools, future parks and energy. Join 
SEMCU as a board member to help shape 
the Southeast Madera County area and help 
make a difference for our families and 
youngsters. Together, we can build a 
stronger, more vibrant community.   

SEMCU meets once per month for 

about an hour. To join online, go to 
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or, if you prefer, you can call in 
on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then 
enter the ID# 83632424343 followed by the 
access code 85422. Our next meeting: Tues-
day, April 21 at 6 p.m. “See you online” and 
make your voice heard!  

SEMCU is “By the community, for the 
community”
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Click on “Local News” at 
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
       IndependentThe
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

Meetings ONLINE • Go to SEMCU.org 
3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m.

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968

http://SEMCU.org
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Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries  in  hours ,  not  days."  
BBB A+ ra t ing .  Epoxy/aggrega te  
spec ia l i s t  too .  Cal l  Bruce  today 
for  a  free  es t imate .  559-676-
0760.  
 
Firewood 
 
Firewood for sale  -  Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood.  Round or  sp l i t .  
Call  259-7122 or 645-5523.  
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut te r  Doctor  spec ia l iz ing  in  
both  cont inuous  and  s tandard  ra in  
gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  Re -
pa i r  Main tenance .  26  years  work-
ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   
5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O n e  m o n t h  F R E E !  w i t h  6 -
m o n t h  a r r a n g e m e n t .  4 0  y e a r s  
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  R a n c h o s .  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  
H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  

C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up  
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
ma in t enance  and  t r ee  t r imming  -  
FREE  ESTIMATES.  P ro fes s iona l  
a n d  r e l i a b l e .  C a l l  E r i c  a t  5 5 9 -
903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL -  FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP -  AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING 
POSTHOLES - Trees - Trenching - 
Clean Up. TRACTOR WORK  
Discing - Rototill ing - Mowing - 
Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call 
John at 908-1066. 

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

3/26

• When you make a meringue, be sure to spread 
it all the way to the crust on all sides. If you do, 
it won't shrink. 
• "Newspaper bags are handy hand covers in 
many situations. Keep them close if you are 
painting, doing a DIY art project, working in the 
shop with sticky or greasy materials or baking 
and working with dough. If you are interrupted, 
simply slip a bag over your hands to answer the phone or door, etc. It's much 
quicker than washing and drying your hands, and you can go right back to it 
once you have dealt with the interruption." -- W.A. in Oregon 
• "To clean burned-on bits from your cast iron skillet, scrub with a plastic 
scrubbie and salt as an abrasive. Dry immediately and rub with oil to keep 
moist." -- R.T. in Ohio 
• Metal shower hooks can be used in the sewing basket to hold safety pins. 
They can be used in a jewelry box to corral costume rings as well. 
• "Line the edges of a plastic shower curtain on both sides with duct tape. 
Then snip out a few holes through the tape edging. You can use the holes to 
tie the plastic stretched out between trees for a wind break or as a quick shel-
ter from the rain. You can tie bagged sand to the corners as a car cover. Stake 
it to the ground under your blanket to avoid ground moisture. Lots of possi-
bilities." -- F.C. in Georgia 
 

Send your tips to  
Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803  

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.  

Rowden at rowdensally2@gmail.com. 
Most of us are very busy folks and 

volunteering can be a challenge. There is 
an opportunity to support all our commu-
nity projects, events and scholarships 
from your own home. Use our Venmo QR 
Code and send a donation. Remember all 
donations are tax deductible and the chil-
dren of our communities will be the bene-
factors of your generosity. 

In closing, I’m going to share a quote 
highlighting our spring season. “Spring is 
nature’s way of saying, ‘Let’s Party!’” – 
Robin Williams 

KIWANIS cont. from P. 13

to sign up seniors who want to participate 
in the program. It is quick and easy to sign 
up at the Senior Center. 

Chair Yoga is a new activity on every 
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Line 
Dancing is a favorite for people who wish 
to learn the steps for popular country 
songs. The Line Dancing Class is every 
other Wednesday from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Brown Bag Day is on April 22 from 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

The Indian Basket Weaving Class 
members sit and visit as they learn how to 
weave beautiful baskets with pine needles. 
The Ranchos “Basket Cases” meet on the 
first and last Tuesday each month at 9 a.m. 

to 11 a.m. 
The members of the RH Seniors want 

to thank some special contributors for mak-
ing the Senior Center a wonderful gather-
ing place for our local seniors: Judy Sears, 
who organizes the Home and Garden Festi-
val every year; Ellen Williams, who keeps 
participants updated with Line Dancing 
schedules and videos; and Kathleen House, 
who opens the Treasure House on Brown 
Bag Day for the Senior Center. Thank you 
for your generous donations and talents to 
support our local Senior Center. 

Happy Easter from the members of 
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. 

Quote for April: “Springtime is the 
land awakening. The March winds are the 
morning yawn.”— Lewis Grizzard 

SENIORS cont. from P. 9
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) This week offers new opportunities for adventurous Sheep, 
both personally and professionally. Single Sheep could find romance with a TAURUS or 
SCORPIO. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your big break is about to happen in the workplace. Expect 
to hear more about it within a few days. Meanwhile, enjoy some much-needed fun time. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your past tendency for breaking promises could be catching 
up with you. You need to reassure a certain someone in your life that, this time, you'll keep 
your word. Good luck! 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Watch your tendency to be overcautious in your personal 
relationships. Give people a chance to show who they are -- not who you assume them to be. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Aspects favor closer attention to family matters, especially where 
it concerns older relatives who might need special care. A co-worker has information that can 
help. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A workplace change causes a temporary delay in your 
plans. Continue working on your project so that you'll be ready when it's time to start up 
again. 
 
LIBRA (Sep tember  23  to  Oc tober  22)  S t i ck  wi th  your  p lans  desp i t e  some recen t  
disappointments. Persistence will pay off. Meanwhile, a family member's health takes a 
happy turn for the better. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your gift for seeing through to the heart of a 
matter (or the heart of a person) impresses someone who is in a position to make you a very 
interesting offer. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your colleagues believe in your leadership 
abilities because you believe in yourself. Your strength inspires others to follow your 
example. 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A sensitive situation needs careful handling. 
Show more patience than you usually do. This will allow everyone time for some really hard 
thinking. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You are determined to take charge of a difficult 
situation and turn it around. Good for you! Accept much-needed help and advice from a 
LIBRA. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You are able to help people by sensing their deepest pain, 
but be careful not to let your own emotions get injured. Try to maintain a safe balance. 

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Not many people know this, but yours is the most emotional sign of the zodiac. 
You are empathetic and have a deep spiritual core that gives you great strength.

Born this Week
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TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

 
 
1. Bong Joon Ho. 
2. Fermented soybean paste. 
3. Heathcliff and Catherine. 
4. Manila, Philippines. 
5. 1896 in Greece. 
6. Illinois. 
7. Arabian Peninsula. 
8. Ares. 
9. Richard Wagner. 
10. Carbon Copy (once used in typewriters). 

Click on “Local News” at 

1. MOVIES: Who is the director of the Oscar-
winning movie "Parasite"? 2. FOOD & 
DRINK: What is miso? 3. LITERATURE: 
What are the names of the romantic couple in 
"Wuthering Heights"? 4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: Which city's nickname is "Pearl of the 
Orient"? 5. HISTORY: In what year were the 
first modern Olympic Games held? 6. U.S. 
PRESIDENTS: Before becoming president, 
Barack Obama served as a senator from which 
state? 7. GEOGRAPHY: Which peninsula is 
the largest in the world? 8. MYTHOLOGY: 
Who is the Greek god of war? 9. MUSIC: Who 
composed the opera "The Ring of Nibelung"? 
10. ACRONYMS: In computer emails, what 
does the acronym "CC" stand for?

X

X
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CALL 559-645-0634
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