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Click on “Local News” at 

the golden valley chamber of commerce 
crab feed Goes for 21! 

Like so many other post-Covid events 
across America, people were again ready 
to get out and have a good time, and the 
folks of the Ranchos were no different. 
After being cancelled in 2021, the Crab 

Feed came back strong in 2022 and 2023, 
but this year they pulled out all the stops. 
The event sold out with not a table to 
spare. 

The Annual Crab Feed went forward on 

Friday, March 7 at the Danté Club in Fresno 
at 6 o’clock and lasted till nearly 11 p.m. The 
event reached its full capacity of 250 atten-
dees and featured over 50 items for live and 
silent auctions. As always, the Ranchos Ki-

wanis were on hand serving the tables. 
The event is the largest fundraiser of  

the year for the Golden Valley Chamber 
of Commerce and Chamber Board Mem-
bers were ecstatic with the results.

One of the nearly 50 silent auction items 
that greeted you at the door as you entered the 
Danté Club for the 21st Annual Crab Feed. 

Of course, you can’t bid on fabulous prizes 
without bid numbers, which Chamber members 
were more than happy to assign. Sold!

Madera County District Attorney Sally 
Moreno, right, and her guest were eager for the 
crab to arrive.

Of course, the star of the show, was pan 
after pan of delicious crab, combined with salad 
and bread and pasta and desert Win, win, win!.

Letters
Dear Editor: 

I just received your paper and your front page picture is despicable. It's horrible. 
Do you think everybody here is on drugs or gangs? Please. There are decent people 
here that really don't care for this. Bye. It's a shame. 
 
Maria Silveira 
Madera Ranchos

Road Charge Tax?Enough is Enough! Madera Noise Complaint Crackdown 
By California Political Review 

 
As more drivers turn to zero-emis-

sions vehicles, which don’t have to pay 
anything at the pump, California’s gas 
tax could soon be a thing of the past. 

The state is exploring implementing 
a California Road Charge, which would 
replace the gas tax with a mileage-based 
user fee for drivers who use the roads. 
Essentially, charging by the mile instead 
of the tank. 

California’s gas tax is currently 
about 59 cents per gallon, the country’s 
highest rate. It generates millions of dol-
lars to fund road repairs across the state. 
According to Caltrans, Californians with 
gas-powered vehicles pay about $300 a 
year in state gas taxes. But with a rise in 
electric vehicles, lawmakers are worried 
it won’t generate enough money. 

Caltrans officials launched a pilot 
program in August of 2024 to test the 
road charge system. It concluded in Jan-
uary. The results of the program are ex-
pected to be released later this year. 

Motor fuel taxes are the largest 
source of transportation revenue for 
states, according to the National Associ-
ation of State Budget Officers’ most re-
cent report on state expenditures. But the 
money they bring in has fallen: Gas taxes 
raised 41 percent of transportation rev-
enue in fiscal year 2016, compared with 
roughly 36 percent in fiscal year 2024, 
the group found. 

By Randy Bailey 
 
If noisy neighbors in the Ranchos have 

been a problem for you, Madera County 
thinks it has a solution: increasing penalties 
of the current noise ordinance.  

Madera County Supervisor Jordan 
Wamhoff said, “We recognize a deficiency 
within the system, and this is a lot more effec-

tive.” That new law gives deputies the abil-
ity to not only ticket offenders on the spot, 
they can now give out multiple tickets per 
night. 

“The first time we write a ticket will be 
$500,” said Madera County Sheriff Tyson 
Pogue. “The second one $750, and a third one 
$1,000. And every one after that is $1,000 per 
occurrence, per the time we’re coming out 

there.” And another tool in the kit? If the 
homeowners do not pay the fines, the 
County can place a lien on the property. 

Sheriff Pogue say the Sheriff’s De-
partment receives about 100 to 200 com-
plaints about noise each month, with many 
coming from the Ranchos. The previous 
no-noise ordinance was basically a slap on 
the wrist. Deputies would tell noisemakers 
to turn it down and would write up a report 
if they didn’t comply. Pogue said that 
weekly reports were sent to code enforce-
ment, leading to some type of mailed out ci-
tation for the homeowners. 

The new laws change that, 
Not only are multiple tickets being 

handed out at the time of the infraction, the 
law is from 10 p.m. to 8 a.m. and if you 
continue to break the law, deputies could 
even take away your sound system. 

“It’s classified now as a misdemeanor, 
which could allow us to seize evidence,” 
Pogue said. 

The updated ordinance will take effect 
in mid-April.

SAY YOU 
SAW IT IN
the Independent
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By Sally Rowden 
 
In February, we welcomed and 

celebrated Indie Strickland by mone-
tarily supporting his attendance to the 
Cooperstown Baseball World Tourna-
ment in New York. By maintaining his 
school grades and baseball accom-
plishments, Indie is highly honored to 
be a recipient to attend Cooperstown. 
His positive presentation at our Kiwa-
nis Meeting in February was his first 
attempt at public speaking and it was 
well presented and received. Congratu-
lations to Indie. 

Also in February, the winning 
ticket for our Valentine’s Limo raffle 
was announced. Congratulations to 
April Bates. On Friday, Feb. 7 at our 
local Pizza Factory, her winning ticket 
was drawn. April, along with five other 
family members and friends, enjoyed 
the limo ride on Valentine’s Day. A 
sweet treat for these five.  

The Crab Feed with the Golden 
Valley Chamber of Commerce on 
March 7 was very enjoyable and the 
Kiwanis were the servers for the crab 
event. As the guests were enjoying 
their meal, the live auction was in high 
gear. The Kiwanis gives huge thanks to 
the Chamber for giving us the opportu-
nity to be part of this welcoming com-
munity event.  

Other events we are working on 
include our Flatlander’s Day Parade 
and Craft Fair booth taking place on 
May 17. We are well into the planning 
stages under the leadership of Kiwanis 
Chairperson Katie Harr. This will be a 
fun-filled local event with a parade and 
vendors at Liberty High School. Save 
the date. 

Our Liberty High School – 
John Minney – Senior Scholarship 
Fundraising project is underway. 
This project is being led by Kiwa-
nis Chairperson Andrea Pille. This 
is open to all Liberty High School 
seniors seeking scholarships to 
support their future college en-
deavors. Contact the Liberty High 
School Business Office to receive 
information in obtaining a scholar-
ship application. The scholarships 
will be awarded toward the end of 
May. 

The Middle School - Hope of 
America Awards and the Elementary 
Schools – Character Counts Awards 
are also in the planning stages under 

the direction of Kiwanis President 
Richard Wayne. Plus, we will be 
helping the Clovis Kiwanis with 
lunches for the Special Olympics and 
attending with the other Division 5 
Kiwanis clubs for the Torch of Ex-

cellence award presentations and din-
ner. This event honors community 
college student athletes excelling as 
an athlete and maintaining a 3.0 
grade point average. If readers have 
any questions regarding any of our 
events or projects, please contact 
Sally Rowden at rowdensally2 
@gmail.com  

Just a reminder that we meet on 
the second and fourth Thursday of 
every month at Second Son Brews – 
37167 Avenue 12, Suite 4C at the 
Maywood Center. Our meeting time is 
6 p.m. and all are welcome.  

In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, 
we’re “Wishing you a pot o’gold and 
all the joy your heart can hold.”  

 
www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Kiwanis Pick is Cooperstown Bound
Kiwanis Korner

April Bates (left) and her friends get 
ready for a nigtht of fun as the winner of our 
Valentine’s Limo Raffle. 

Indie Strickland presenting his story at 
the February Kiwanis Meeting.

California farmers are facing unprecedented 
challenges. Decisions made by officials at all lev-
els can have severe consequences for us all. The 
California United Water Coalition is working 
hard on behalf of its members. It is especially im-
portant for growers who are interested in the fu-
ture of the industry to band together immediately. 

For those interested in the latest on coalition 
activity, please join us at our regular morning cof-
fee meetings at IHOP restaurant at 2201 W. 
Cleveland Ave. in Madera. Our meetings start at 
7 a.m. on Wednesday mornings. These meetings 
are open to community members. 

Please stay up to date on the exciting 
activities the coalition is engaged in 

for the benefit of its members. 
Included are securing a Water supply 
for our members, stopping government 
overreach, and providing protection 

for the county’s number one industry.

California United Water Coalition 
PO BOX 25453 Fresno, CA 93729 

559-476-4666 
www.CAUnitedWaterCoaition.com



Click on “Local News” at 

3/
25

GO 
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our 
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS 

this season and all year long
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“In this present 
[financial]  

crisis, 
government 

is not the 
solution to 

our problem; 
government  

is the  
problem.”

Guest Editorial

By Tamira Musgrave 
 
Former Democrat megadonor John 

Morgan warned that Sen. Bernie 
Sanders and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez’s “Fighting Oligarchy” tour 
could backfire by energizing President 
Donald Trump’s supporters. Speaking 
to NewsNation’s 
Chris Cuomo on 
Thursday, Morgan 
argued that De-
mocrats should re-
frain from openly 
opposing the 
Trump administra-
tion, as it only 
strengthens his 
base. 

S a n d e r s  
launched his tour 
in February, with 
Ocasio-Cortez set 
to appear at multi-
ple rallies. Morgan, 
who previously crit-
icized Kamala Har-
ris’ 2024 campaign, 
echoed Democratic 
strategist James 
Carville’s call for 
Democrats to step 
aside and allow Republicans to self-de-
struct. 

“It’s a mistake … I agree with 
Carville,” Morgan said. Carville wrote 
in a New York Times op-ed that De-

mocrats should “roll over and play 
dead,” predicting Republican infight-
ing would cause their downfall. 

Morgan elaborated, stating, 
“Look, the new [Democratic National 
Committee] says this to me: They 
learned nothing from the last election. 
What they need to do, Chris, is they 

need to do noth-
ing. They need to 
let the dumpster 
fire rage. Let 
everybody suffer, 
fight back, push 
back, be against it, 
but at the end of 
the day, Carville 
is right. Let the 
dumpster burn, 
get a lawn chair, 
get some popcorn, 
watch it.” 

He further 
explained that 
Sanders and Oca-
sio-Cortez do 
more to rally 
Trump’s base 
than help Democ-
rats. “See, AOC 
and Bernie [gal-
vanize] MAGA 

because MAGA hates them,” Morgan 
said. “The thing MAGA loves the 
most, other than what they love, they 
love watching them twisting and turn-
ing. They enjoy that as much as they 
enjoy destroying the Department of 
Education.” 

Polls released Sunday by 
CNN/SSRS and NBC News show 
Democratic favorability dropping 
below 30 percent. Meanwhile, former 
Clinton pollster Mark Penn warned 
that Ocasio-Cortez challenging Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer in 
2028 could be disastrous for the party. 

“I don’t think she’s going to chal-
lenge Schumer, but if she does … al-
ready the Democratic ratings are down 
to 29 percent. I’ve never seen anything 
like it,” Penn said. “That means the left 
base is with the Democratic Party and 
the moderates are all leaving the party. 
So, AOC taking off Schumer, wow, 
that could finish this party off.” 

Trump’s approval rating, mean-
while, has surged to 47 percent, the 
highest of his presidency, according to 
the NBC News poll. 

Courtesy of AmericanFaith.com. 

Bernie, AOC “Tour” Backfiring?

 
“I don’t think [AOC’s] going 

to challenge Schumer, but if she 
does … already the Democratic 
ratings are down to 29 percent. 
I’ve never seen anything like it,” 
Penn said. “That means the left 
base is with the Democratic 
Party and the moderates are all 
leaving the party. So, AOC tak-
ing on Schumer, wow, that could 
finish this party off.” 

Trump’s approval rating, 
meanwhile, has surged to 47 per-
cent, the highest of his presi-
dency, according to the NBC 
News poll. 
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674-1663 
36691 Ave. 12 

Madera Ranchos

DRILLING AND 
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned 
Since 1976

3/25

Lic.#414178

3/
25

It’s not a secret, I have a few pet 
peeves that trigger dramatic eye rolls, 
sarcastic comments and occasionally 
whole articles. Wasting my time is at the 
top of my pet peeves list. Also at the top 
of the list is a lack of common decency, 
which would include avoiding basic hy-
giene habits when you must be in public. 
I’m also not a fan of condescension, es-
pecially when the person being conde-
scending is wrong. Seems like a random 
list, except that I experienced all three at 
the optometrist last week.  

First, let’s talk about the wasting of 
my time. The waiting room of this op-
tometrist’s office is sprawling and could 
easily pack in 50 people, and pack them 
in they did. I showed up 15 minutes early 
for my appointment, checked in and took 
a seat to start what turned out to be a 
long, arduous, mind-numbing wait. I was 
taken back for the first time about 30 
minutes after my scheduled appointment 
time. It wasn’t to see the doctor though, it 
was just to have my eyeballs measured 
by a tech who was less excited to be there 
than I was. Then I was sent back to the 
lobby of forgotten 
patients where I 
waited for another 
45 minutes.  

When I was 
called back for the 
second time, it still 
wasn’t to see the 
doctor. It was just 
the vision test and 
a surprise eye dila-
tion that they did-
n’t think to warn me about. I told the 
woman, as she was coming at me with 
eye drops, that I had to drive home. She 
said I shouldn’t have anything to worry 
about, it will just make me sensitive to 
light and not to worry, they have dark 
shades for me. So, she gave me the drops 
and sent me back to the brightly lit lobby 
to wait for another 45 minutes.  

To make the waiting more intolera-
ble, there was a smell. It was overpower-
ing and could only be described as an 
overflowing cat box that was left in an 
abandoned wing of a poorly staffed long-
term care facility that was never cleaned 
after the evacuation. In an attempt to out-
run the stench, I moved to the other side 
of the waiting room. Sadly, there was no 
escaping the fetor. I thought about saying 
something to the front desk staff, but as 
they aren’t allowed to forcibly bathe ran-
dom citizens just because their body odor 
smacks you in the nostrils from 10 feet 
away, what good would that do?  

Waste Your Own Time

I won’t blame the staff for the smell. 
I can, however, blame them for the wait. 
Maybe not all the staff, but someone who 
works there was at fault. I did ask what 
the issue was, thinking perhaps a handful 
of their doctors contracted bird flu, but 
evidently there are only four on staff, and 
only three working that day. I asked why 
they booked so many appointments then 
if, at most, only four optometrists could 
see patients on a given day. My question 
was met with a look of confusion. I guess 
since the seats exist they might as well 
keep them filled regardless of the conse-
quence to those filling them. Who cares if 

they keep you 
hostage for hours, 
if you want the 
privilege of seeing 
the doctor, this is 
the hoop of fire 
you must jump 
through. Don’t you 
DARE show up 
late for your ap-
pointment, though. 
That throws off 

their entire schedule of sanctioned and 
legal kidnapping and they will charge 
you for wasting their time. It’s more im-
portant than ours, you see. 

When I finally got back to see the ac-
tual optometrist, I had an experience I 
have had only once before in my life. She 
went through my chart, saw that I was 
colorblind and, for some reason known 
only to her and Jesus, asked me if I was 
actually diagnosed or if I just googled my 
symptoms and assumed. 

Ma’am. What? Why? 
Are people out here just googling 

colorblindness and putting it in their 
medical charts for fun? As far as defi-
ciencies go, it’s not glamorous. It’s not 
exciting. It’s not dangerous or pity-in-
ducing. It doesn’t come with any addi-
tional accommodation or government 
subsidies. What would be the point?  

I told her I was diagnosed as a child 

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

 
It’s not a secret, I have a few pet 

peeves that trigger dramatic eye 
rolls, sarcastic comments and oc-
casionally whole articles. Wasting 
my time is at the top of my pet 
peeves list. 
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L o o k i n g  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w ,  I  

s e e  p i n k  b l o s s o m s  i n d i c a t i n g  
s p r i n g  h a s  a r r i v e d .  W h i l e  G o d  
r e s t o r e s  l i f e  t o  t h e  o u t d o o r s ,  
s p r i n g  i s  a  g r e a t  s e a s o n  t o  r e -
s t o r e  i n d o o r s  a s  w e l l .  H e r e  a r e  
t h r e e  o f t e n  n e g l e c t e d  a r e a s  t o  
c o n s i d e r .  

C l e a n i n g  P r o d u c t s  —  H a v e  
y o u  l o o k e d  u n d e r  y o u r  s i n k  
l a t e l y ?  C h a n c e s  a r e  t h e r e  a r e  
m o r e  p r o d u c t s  t h e r e  t h a n  u s e d .  
W e  h e a r  s o m e o n e  t o u t  t h e  e f -
f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  a  n e w  c l e a n i n g  
p r o d u c t  a n d  o r d e r  i t .  I t  g e t s  
u s e d  o n c e  o r  t w i c e ,  o r  n o t  a t  
a l l ,  t h e n  f i n d s  i t s  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r  n e g l e c t e d  p r o d u c t s .  
U n d e r  t h e  s i n k  b e c o m e s  a  
g r a v e y a r d  f o r  s p r a y s ,  s p o n g e s  
a n d  f a n c y  b r u s h e s .   

P u l l  i t  a l l  o u t .  P l a c e  t h e  
p r o d u c t s  y o u ’ r e  u s i n g  f r e -
q u e n t l y  i n  a  p o r t a b l e  t o t e  o r  
o p e n - t o p p e d  b i n .  I f  y o u  h a v e  
m u l t i p l e s  o f  y o u r  f a v o r i t e s ,  
p l a c e  t h e  b a c k u p s  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  
b i n  i n  t h e  b a c k  o r  i n  a  g a r a g e  
c a b i n e t .  I f  u n d e r  s i n k  s p a c e  i s  
l i m i t e d ,  r e l o c a t e  t h e  s e l d o m  
u s e d  i t e m s  a l s o .  S h a r e  y o u r  
b o u n t y  w i t h  f a m i l y  o r  f r i e n d s  
a n d  c h e c k  w i t h  y o u r  d i s p o s a l  
s e r v i c e  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p e r  h a n -
d l i n g  o f  t h e  l i q u i d s  n o  o n e  
w a n t s .  R e p l a c e  w e l l - u s e d  
b r u s h e s  a n d  s p o n g e s .   

P l a c e  a  m o t i o n  s e n s o r  u n -
d e r c a b i n e t  l i g h t  u n d e r  t h e  s i n k .  
I t  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  b l a c k  h o l e  e f -
f e c t  m a k i n g  i t  e a s y  t o  f i n d  w h a t  
y o u  n e e d  a n d  u s e .   

M e d i c i n e  c a b i n e t  —  H o w  
e a s y  i s  i t  t o  a d d  a n d  a d d  a n d  
n e v e r  s u b t r a c t ?  V e r y .  E v e n t u -
a l l y  y o u  e n d  u p  w i t h  a  c l u t t e r e d  
m e s s  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  h a r d  t o  f i n d  

‘Tis  the Season

w h a t  y o u  n e e d .  S t a r t  w i t h  a  
b a g g i e  f o r  e x p i r e d  p r e s c r i p -
t i o n s ,  a  c o n t a i n e r  f o r  r e c y c l i n g ,  
a  p i e c e  o f  s c r a t c h  p a p e r  o r  
m a r k e r  a n d  a  t r a s h  b a g .  R e m o v e  
o n e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  a t  a  t i m e ,  
c h e c k  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  a n d  
d e c i d e  i f  i t ’ s  a  k e e p e r  o r  a  t o s s .  
I f  i t ’ s  a  t o s s ,  r e m o v e  t h e  s t i c k e r  
a n d  p l a c e  i t  o n  t h e  s c r a t c h  
p a p e r  t o  b e  s h r e d d e d  l a t e r ,  o r  
m a r k  o u t  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r -
m a t i o n  w i t h  a  m a r k e r .  P l a c e  t h e  
p i l l s  i n  t h e  b a g g i e  a n d  t o s s  t h e  
p l a s t i c  b o t t l e  i n  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  
c o n t a i n e r .  D o  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  e x -
p i r e d  o v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r  p i l l s ,  
e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  l a b e l  r e m o v i n g .   

M o s t  o f  u s  d o n ’ t  t r e a t  o u r  
o w n  s e v e r e  i n j u r i e s  s o  k e e p  a  
s u p p l y  o f  B a n d - A i d s  b u t  l e t  g o  
o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e  p a c k a g e s  o f  
g a u z e  t h a t  c a m e  h o m e  w i t h  y o u  
f r o m  y o u r  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  v i s i t  
o r  s u r g e r y .  S a m e  w i t h  t h e  b e d -
p a n s ,  b a r f  b a g s ,  e t c .   

O r g a n i z e ,  c o n t a i n e r i z e ,  a n d  
l a b e l  w h a t ’ s  l e f t  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  
l i k e  m e d s  f o r  c o l d s / a l l e r g i e s ,  
s t o m a c h  i s s u e s ,  p a i n ,  e t c .  T a k e  
t h e  b a g g i e  o f  p i l l s  t o  y o u r  n e a r -
e s t  p o l i c e  o r  f i r e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  
h a s  a  p i l l  d r o p - o f f  b o x .  S h r e d ,  
r e c y c l e ,  a n d  y o u ’ r e  d o n e !  

F r e e z e r  —  H o w ’ s  y o u r  
f r e e z e r  l o o k i n g ?  B e g i n  t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  b y  p u l l i n g  
t h i n g s  o u t  a n d  a s k i n g  t h e  f o l -
l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s .  I s  t h e  i t e m  
s t i l l  v i a b l e ?  I s  t h e r e  f r e e z e r  
b u r n ,  o r  l a y e r s  o f  i c e  o n  t h e  
p r o d u c t ?  I s  i t  s o m e t h i n g  I  w a n t  
t o  e a t ?  I f  i t ’ s  b r e a d ,  i s  i t  b e t t e r  
s u i t e d  f o r  t h e  d u c k s ?  T o s s  a n y -
t h i n g  t h a t  i s n ’ t  s a f e  t o  e a t .  I f  
i t ’ s  s a f e ,  b u t  n o t  d e s i r a b l e ,  
m a k e  a  b a g  o f  i t e m s  t o  s h a r e .  I f  
i t ’ s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  l o v e  t h a t  
j u s t  g o t  l o s t  i n  t h e  m i x ,  m a k e  
a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h i n g s  t o  u s e  
s o o n ,  a n d  p l a c e  i t  o n  t h e  f r i d g e .  
S h o p  y o u r  f r e e z e r  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  
s t o r e  u n t i l  y o u ’ v e  u s e d  w h a t  
y o u  h a v e .  W h i l e  e v e r y t h i n g ’ s  
o u t ,  g i v e  i t  a  g o o d  c l e a n i n g .  
F o r  d e e p  f r e e z e r s ,  u s e  a  h a i r  
d r y e r  t o  l o o s e n  i c e  f r o m  t h e  
s i d e s .  U s e  v a r i o u s  s i z e s  o f  
o p e n - t o p p e d  c o n t a i n e r s  t o  c o r -
r a l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  f o o d  a n d  k e e p  
t h i n g s  n e a t e r .   

G i v i n g  y o u r s e l f  a  l i t t l e  
b r e a t h i n g  r o o m  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  
w i l l  h e l p  p u t  a  “ s p r i n g ”  i n  y o u r  
s t e p .  

by a doctor. She said, “Hmmmm,” as 
though I was a kid feigning a fever because 
I didn’t want to go to school. She stood up 
and left the room for a moment, then came 
back with a colorblind test book and sat 
down ready to either diagnose me with a 
condition I’ve known I’ve had for my 
whole life, or say, “Gotcha! I knew you 
were lying.” As you can guess, she con-
firmed I am, in fact, colorblind, and pro-
ceeded to tell me how it happened and that 
my mom must have been colorblind as 
well. I didn’t argue, but what I wanted to 
say was, my mom wasn’t colorblind, that’s 
not how I ended up with the condition; 

you’re both condescending and wrong at 
the same time, and at this point I have been 
here for over two and a half hours now. For 
the love of eyeballs can we please just get 
on with it.  

I finally got out of there with inaccu-
rate information about a condition I al-
ready knew I had, my eyes still dilated and 
extremely sensitive to the bright sun and a 
headache from the smell. I sat in my car 
for a few minutes, with the windows down 
just breathing in fresh, clean, untainted 
oxygen and thought to myself, “This is 
why people avoid doctors.” At least I don’t 
have to go back there for another two 
years. The smell will have dissipated by 
then, right? 

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
3/
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Since Easter is my favorite holi-
day of the year,  either Christian or 
secular,  I  couldn’t  let  i t  sl ide by 
without writ ing about i t .  We cele-
brate Easter Sunday because Jesus 
was crucified for our sins (John 
3:16) died on the cross on Friday, 
was buried and rose from death on 
Sunday (Mark 16:6).  The resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ  is  one of the 
fundamental  principles and beliefs 
of Christianity.  I t’s why we say, 
“Christ  is  Risen – He is Risen In-
deed!” 
Egg Dying Time  

In our fami-
lies, Saturday be-
fore Easter is egg 
dying day. Each 
family with chil-
dren begins with 
two or three 
dozen eggs but 
don’t  always end 
up with that 
many. There are 
the one or two 
eggs that crack 
during the boil-
ing, and invari-
ably there are 
always the ones that “accidentally” 
hit the floor. 

On Easter Sunday when we get 
home from church, there are always 
egg hunts for the kids – seems like 
every year there is one egg that just 
can’t  be found (until  about July).  
Eggs are a traditional symbol of new 
life. According to the book Festivals 
and Celebrations  by Rowland Pur-
ton,  eggs were dyed in ancient 
times by the Egyptians and Persians 
who exchanged them with their  
friends. “It was in Mesopotamia that 
Christians first  gave eggs to their  
friends at Easter to remind them of 
the resurrection of Jesus,” Purton 
wrote. 

Our Easter Feast is real simple – 
Baked Ham, Scalloped Potatoes,  
green beans,  green salad,  rolls  and 

He Has Risen Indeed!

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  W i t h  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I  
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a  
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s  
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s  
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m  
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(March 2015)
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desserts. Oh, and deviled eggs. NOT 
the ones that were up in a tree, be-
hind a lawn chair  or stepped on a 
couple of times earlier that day.  

I  start  the eggs (I  usually boil  
about two or three dozen) in cold 
water,  and after they start  boil ing,  
turn the fire down and cook at  a 
l ight boil  for about 10 minutes.  
After the 10 minutes I  usually test  
one to make sure it is done then IM-
MEDIATELY drain the hot water 
into the sink and turn the cold water 
onto the eggs.  I  let  the cold water 
run on the eggs until  you can pick 
up an egg easily then crack and peel 
them, leaving them whole.  I  have 

found this 
method the easi-
est  to peel the 
egg without tear-
ing i t  up.  I  have 
read of other 
methods but this 
one works best  
for me – if  you 
have a method 
you have used, 
then by all means 
use i t .  After you 
have peeled them 
and they have 
cooled enough 
that you can han-
dle them, cut 

them in half from top to bottom with 
a sharp paring knife,  putt ing the 
yolks into a bowl and the whites on 
a flat surface. I have a Tupperware 
cake saver that I  use.  If  you aren’t  
going to finish deviling them at this 
point be sure to put them in the re-
frigerator.  

When the eggs have been sepa-
rated,  put the whites in the fridge 
until you have the yolks ready. All I 
do is smash the yolks with a fork 
until they are kind of like corn meal. 
Add enough mayonnaise or Miracle 
Whip (I  prefer Miracle Whip for 
most things, but in these eggs, I use 
half  mayonnaise and half  Miracle 
Whip) to make them moist,  but not 
runny. If  you aren’t  used to doing 
this,  start  with only a couple of ta-
blespoons, and add a little at a time 

until  you get the consistency you 
want.  Add a squirt  of mustard (not 
too much) and salt  and pepper to 
taste. Last year I added just a couple 
of tablespoons of sweet pickle juice. 
After you have the yolks tasting the 
way you want,  put them in the 
whites and refrigerate until ready to 
serve.  I  use a teaspoon to fi l l  my 
whites,  but a pastry bag with a 
pretty t ip would make them more 
festive. 

The Easter Ham  
A s  f a r  a s  t h e  h a m  g o e s ,  I  

t h ink  eve ryone  has  the i r  f avor i t e  
g l a z e  –  a n d  s o m e  p e o p l e  d o n ’ t  
l i ke  any  –  bu t  i t  i s  en t i r e ly  wha t -
e v e r  y o u r  f a m i l y  p r e f e r s .  W e  
d r a i n  t h e  j u i c e  f r o m  a  c a n  o f  
p ineapple  chunks  in to  a  bowl ;  add  
e n o u g h  b r o w n  s u g a r  t o  m a k e  a  
p a s t e  –  n o t  r e a l  t h i c k  –  a n d  a  
squ i r t  o f  mus ta rd .  When  the  ham 
i s  a lmos t  done  ( abou t  30  minu tes  
b e f o r e  i t  i s  r e a d y )  t a k e  i t  o u t  o f  
t h e  o v e n  a n d  s c o r e  t h e  o u t s i d e  
( n o t  r e a l  d e e p )  i n  d i a m o n d  
s h a p e s .  W i t h  t o o t h p i c k s  p u t  t h e  
p ineapp le  chunks  on  the  ham and  

spoon  the  ju ice  mix tu re  over  tha t .  
P u t  b a c k  i n  t h e  o v e n  u n t i l  i t  i s  
done .  

When it  comes to the potatoes 
we really cheat here! We have found 
that the boxed ones are good, and a 
lot less trouble. With our gang, usu-
ally between 15 and 20, we usually 
use 10 to 12 boxes. Can you imagine 
peeling that many potatoes? You’d 
feel like you were on KP duty in the 
Army. We use about four disposable 
aluminum baking pans, cooking two 
pans at a time. The  ba lance  of  the  
meal  i s  s imple ,  and  jus t  whatever  
your  family l ikes .  

Like  so  many of  our  meals  (we 
have seven households  coming to-
ge ther )  the re  a re  a lways  a  lo t  o f  
desser t s .  My s i s te r  usua l ly  makes  
a  coconut  cake,  I  make a  pineapple 
ups ide  down cake ,  Adam wi l l  
b r ing  a  coup le  o f  h i s  app le  p ies  
and  the re  wi l l  p robab ly  be  a  ba -
nana pudding ( I  can remember  my 
grandma a lways  made  one  fo r  
Thanksg iv ing  d inner .  Bu t  she  
made  rea l  pudding ,  no t  the  boxed  
ones  we use  today) .   

My favorite Easter Hymn 
is Christ  Arose! I  get  goose 
bumps when the chorus is  
sung, “Up from the grave he 
arose, with a mighty triumph 
o’er His foes, He arose a Vic-
tor from the dark domain, and 
He lives forever,  with His 
saints to reign. He arose! He 
arose! Hallelujah! Christ  
arose!” 
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B y  M e l a n i e  Wi l l i a m s  
 
T h i s  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o  

p r e p a r e  y o u r  g a r d e n  f o r  
s p r i n g .  C o m e  t o  t h e  H o m e  
a n d  G a r d e n  F e s t i v a l  a t  t h e  
R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  
O n  S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  5  t h e  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i s  h o s t i n g  
t h e i r  H o m e  a n d  G a r d e n  F e s t i -
v a l  f r o m  9  a . m .  t o  2  p . m .  
P l a n t s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  S c o u t  G a r d e n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
s o m e  g o o d  a d v i c e  a b o u t  h o w  
t o  p l a n t  a  b e a u t i f u l  s p r i n g  
g a r d e n .  

I t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  S a t u r d a y  o f  
A p r i l ,  s o  t h e  T r e a s u r e  H o u s e  
w i l l  b e  o p e n  a t  t h e  f e s t i v a l  
t h i s  y e a r  a n d  
t h e  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  i s  
s e l l i n g  
f u n d r a i s i n g  
t i c k e t s  f o r  a  
t h e m e d  b a s -
k e t  f i l l e d  
w i t h  u n i q u e  
c h a r a c t e r  
i t e m s .  T h e  
b a s k e t  i s  
b e i n g  d i s -
p l a y e d  i n  t h e  
B o u t i q u e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  m a i n  
b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n -
t e r .  C o m e  o n  o v e r  a n d  c h e c k  
i t  o u t .  

O u r  f a v o r i t e  v e n d o r s  a r e  
s e t t i n g  u p  b o o t h s  t o  s e l l  v a r -
i o u s  s p e c i a l t y  c r a f t  i t e m s  
a n d  t h e  v e n d o r s  i n c l u d e  
m a n y  s p e c i a l t y  i t e m s  l i k e  
p o t t e d  s u c c u l e n t s  a n d  
u n i q u e l y  c r a f t e d  w o o d  a r t  f o r  
t h e  h o u s e  a n d  y a r d .  W e  h a v e  
l o c a l l y  m a d e  o l i v e  o i l  f o r  
t a s t i n g ,  b e a u t i f u l  h a n d -
c r a f t e d  j e w e l r y ,  c r o c h e t e d  
b a b y  i t e m s  a n d  b a b y  b l a n -
k e t s .  v e n d o r s  a r e  s t i l l  w e l -
c o m e  t o  s i g n  u p  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f e s t i v a l  
a n d  w e  h a v e  s p a c e s  a v a i l a b l e  
i f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e -
s e r v i n g  a  s p o t .  P l e a s e  c o n -
t a c t  t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  a t  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 .  

T h e  J a c i n t o  T a c o  t r u c k  
w i l l  b e  s e l l i n g  t h e  “ B e s t  
T a c o s  i n  t h e  V a l l e y ,  S i n c e  
1 9 9 5 . ”  T h e y  h a v e  a  v a r i e t y  

o f  M e x i c a n  s t y l e  b r e a k f a s t  
a n d  l u n c h  p l a t e s  a n d  w i l l  b e  
o p e n  d u r i n g  a t  t h e  H o m e  a n d  
G a r d e n  F e s t i v a l .  T h e r e  w i l l  
b e  N O  p a r k i n g  a v a i l a b l e  a t  
t h e  R a n c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  
C e n t e r  o n  3 7 3 3 0  B e r k s h i r e  
D r i v e ,  M a d e r a .  P a r k i n g  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  a l o n g  F e r n w o o d  
D r i v e ,  b u t  w h e n  p a r k i n g  i n  
t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  p l e a s e  r e -
s p e c t  t h e  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  t h e i r  
p r o p e r t y .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  b l o c k  
d r i v e w a y s  w h i l e  p a r k i n g  v e -
h i c l e s .  

W e  s t i l l  n e e d  v o l u n t e e r  
m e m b e r s  t o  h e l p  o n  A p r i l  4 t h  
t o  s e t  u p  t a b l e s  a n d  c h a i r s  
f o r  t h e  f e s t i v a l .  I f  y o u  n e e d  

a d d i t i o n a l  i n -
f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  t h e  
H o m e  a n d  
G a r d e n  F e s t i -
v a l ,  p l e a s e  
c a l l  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
4 8 6 4  b e t w e e n  
9  a . m .  a n d  1  
p . m . ,  M o n d a y  
t h r o u g h  F r i -
d a y .  C o m e  
a n d  j o i n  u s  a t  
t h e  H o m e  a n d  

G a r d e n  F e s t i v a l  a t  t h e  R a n -
c h o s / H i l l s  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  

O u r  m o n t h l y  p o t l u c k  i s  o n  
T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 0  a t  6  p . m .  
T h e  S p r i n g  F l i n g  P o t l u c k  a n d  
G a m e  N i g h t  i s  o u r  t h e m e  f o r  
A p r i l  a n d  i f  y o u  a r e  f e e l i n g  
t h e  j o y  o f  t h e  n e w  s e a s o n ,  
w e a r  a  s p r i n g  h a t  a n d  b r i g h t  
a t t i r e  f o r  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s .  W e  
h a v e  a  f u n  g r o u p  a c t i v i t y  a n d  
g a m e  n i g h t  p l a n n e d  a n d  a n y  
s e n i o r  i s  w e l c o m e  a t  o u r  
m o n t h l y  p o t l u c k  e v e n t s .  A l l  
s e n i o r s  n e e d  t o  b r i n g  a  m a i n  
o r  s i d e  d i s h  f o r  e i g h t  p e o p l e  
a n d  t h e i r  o w n  p l a c e  s e t t i n g s  
f o r  t h e  p o t l u c k .  H o m e m a d e  
d e s s e r t s  a r e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e .  
I f  y o u  p l a n  t o  c o m e ,  p l e a s e  
c a l l  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  a t  
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 ,  s o  w e  c a n  
h a v e  e n o u g h  t a b l e s  s e t  u p  f o r  
e v e r y o n e .  

T h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  h a s  
w e e k l y  a c t i v i t i e s  e v e r y  

Senior Report

Please see SENIORS on P. 12

C e l e b r a t e  S p r i n g  a t  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  F e s t i v a l

 
. . .  t h e  T r e a s u r e  

H o u s e  w i l l  b e  o p e n  a t  
t h e  f e s t i v a l  t h i s  y e a r  
a n d  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i s  
s e l l i n g  f u n d r a i s i n g  
t i c k e t s  f o r  a  t h e m e d  
b a s k e t  f i l l e d  w i t h  
u n i q u e  c h a r a c t e r  i t e m s .  
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Crab Feed  Table  Sponsors
The 21st Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Crab Feed was a success thanks to special sponsors:

Mike Fursman 
C3 Ranch 

Stacy Bianda 
John Finley 

Ranchos Dental 
SEMCU 

Gunner Ranch 
North Fork Rancheria 

Hand and Stone 

Jeff Coulthard 
Vince Guthrie 

Monte Pistoresi 
Bret Frazier 
Liberty Cafe 

Jordan Wamhoff 
Jose Renteria 

Red Rock 
Erin Clay

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would 
love to see you at our next meeting on Wednesday, 
April 9 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the May-
wood Center. Call 645-4001 for more information.
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2025 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday, May 17, 2025 

Group        Individual         Business  

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp! • Registration of entries 
begins at 8:30 a.m. • Parade route: Road 36 between 

Ardath to Ave. 12 in front of Liberty High 
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide by all 
parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials and agree to 

release parade officials from any and all 
responsibility from  loss, damage and/or injury to any 

person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name   Individual Entry or 
Responsible Person’s Name 
 
 
 
Address: 
 
Theme of Entry: 
 
Will youngsters walk with the entry?      Yes      No 
Approx. number of participants            Approx. length         ft. 
Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry)                          
   Horses (Single)     Horses (Group) Explain: 
   Band/Music Name: 
   Floats Name: 
   Children’s Group’s Name: 
   Dance Group’s Name: 
   Single Entry (Children) Name: 
   Single Entry (Adult) Name: 
   Vehicle Type: 
   Novelty Name:     
   Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 6 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce 
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Signature:                                                     Date:

3/
25

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN TO SPECTATORS. GIVEAWAYS HANDED OUT ONLY!AB
SO

LU
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BE
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YS

 H
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D 

OU
T O

NL
Y! NO ENTRY FEE • PARADE ENTRANTS • NO ENTRY FEE •

YOU MUST TURN IN THIS FORM TO BE IN THE PARADE

Mike Fursman
representing 

Golden Valley 
Chamber of Commerce

Nathan Nguyen
representing 

Liberty High School 
Class of 2026

Austin Graham
representing 

Liberty High School 
Class of 2027

Carlos Zarate
representing 

Liberty High School 
Class of 2028

Only 

$1 per 

VOTE

voting buckets all over town

And YOU’VE Got Choices!

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce mem-
ber The UPS Store is having a GRAND 
OPENING on Friday, May 2 at 4 p.m. They 
are at Avenue 12 and Highway 41. 

Prizes! Food! Goodie Bags!
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    Real Estate
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let us get your trees ready 
for the changing seasons!

m o n t h  f o r  s e n i o r s  t o  g a t h e r  
a n d  m e e t  o t h e r  s e n i o r s  i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y .  W e e k l y  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n c l u d e  t h e  S e n i o r  E x e r c i s e  
C l a s s e s  e v e r y  M o n d a y ,  
W e d n e s d a y  a n d  F r i d a y  a t  1 1  
a . m .  C a r d  a n d  T a b l e s  G a m e s  
a r e  e v e r y  T h u r s d a y  a t  1 2 : 1 5  
p . m .  a n d  t h e  S e n i o r  H o t  L u n c h  
P r o g r a m  i s  a v a i l a b l e  M o n d a y  
t h r o u g h  F r i d a y  a t  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .  
W e  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s i g n  u p  
s e n i o r s  w h o  w a n t  t o  p a r t i c i -
p a t e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  w i t h  a  
q u i c k  a n d  e a s y  s i g n  u p  a t  t h e  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  

B r o w n  B a g  D a y  i s  o n  A p r i l  
1 9  f r o m  1 0  a . m .  t o  1 2 : 3 0  p . m .  

T h e  I n d i a n  B a s k e t  W e a v i n g  
C l a s s  m e m b e r s  s i t  a n d  v i s i t  a s  
t h e y  l e a r n  h o w  t o  w e a v e  b e a u -
t i f u l  b a s k e t s  w i t h  p i n e  n e e -
d l e s .  T h e  R a n c h o s  “ B a s k e t  
C a s e s ”  m e e t  o n  t h e  l a s t  T u e s -
d a y  e a c h  m o n t h  a t  9  a . m .  

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R H  
S e n i o r s  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  s o m e  
s p e c i a l  c o n t r i b u t o r s  f o r  m a k -
i n g  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  a  w o n -

d e r f u l  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  o u r  
l o c a l  s e n i o r s .  T i m  M o n t -
g o m e r y  d o n a t e d  B o c c e  B a l l s  
a n d  a n  e l i t e  P i n g  P o n g  T a b l e  
t o  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  N o w  t h a t  
i t  i s  s p r i n g ,  w e  c a n  p l a y  L a w n  
B o w l i n g  a n d  P i n g  P o n g  o n  t h e  
b a c k  l a w n  a r e a  a n d  p a t i o .  

D o n  B r o o k s  a n d  D e n n i s  
F u n k n e r  r e s t o r e d  o u r  d e c o r a -
t i v e  w r o u g h t  i r o n  a n d  
w o o d e n  b e n c h e s  f o r  s h a d e d  
s e a t i n g  i n  t h e  b a c k y a r d  a r e a .  
S c o t t  W i l l i a m s  a n d  B i l l  
P r i n c e  r e p l a c e d  t h e  w i r i n g  
a n d  l i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  A m e r i -
c a n  f l a g p o l e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  g e n e r -
o u s  d o n a t i o n s  a n d  t a l e n t s  t o  
s u p p o r t  o u r  l o c a l  S e n i o r  C e n -
t e r .  

H a p p y  E a s t e r  f r o m  t h e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R a n c h o s /           H i l l s  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  

 
Q u o t e  f o r  A p r i l :  “ A p r i l  i s  

l i k e  a  s e c r e t  w h i s p e r e d  i n  t h e  
w o o d s ,  a  h u s h  o f  g r e e n  a n d  
b u s t l i n g  l i f e . ”  —  S a r a h  L .  
Wi l d e s

SENIORS cont. from P. 9
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Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully 
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent 

(beginning with April 2006)

By Igal Treibatch 
 
Whether you are a part of the Kiwanis, 

the Senior Center, the Chamber of Com-
merce, SEMCU, our School System or a 
supporter of our Fire Department as well as 
Law Enforcement or any such entity, you 
are helping improve your community to be 
more cohesive and better to live in. 

Fundraising is vital for communities as 
it empowers organizations to fulfill their 
missions, foster engagement, raise aware-
ness by uniting people and provides re-
sources to support local needs and projects. 

Fulfills Community Needs 
Fundraising – allows organizations to 

address critical issues within a community, 
like funding school programs, supporting 
local businesses struggling after a natural 
disaster, or providing resources for food 
pantries and animal shelters.  

Community Engagement – and 
fundraising events and campaigns are great 
opportunities for community members to 
unite, participate and show support for a 
common cause, leading to greater involve-
ment and a stronger sense of community.  

Raises Awareness – fundraising ef-
forts can raise awareness about important 
issues and challenges within the commu-
nity, fostering a deeper understanding and 
creating space for dialogue and action. 
Paving the road and modeling for our 
youngsters about caring and responsibili-
ties. 

Building a Stronger Community – by 
working together toward shared goals 
through fundraising, communities can 
build stronger bonds, develop a sense of 
unity and create lasting positive impacts. 

Empowers Individuals and Organi-

zations – fundraising creates opportunities 
for individuals to make a difference and for 
organizations to gain the necessary re-
sources to implement programs, services 
and projects that benefit the entire commu-
nity. 

Economic Growth – supporting local 
businesses and initiatives through fundrais-
ing can boost the local economy and create 
jobs. 

Sustainability and Legacy – by in-
vesting in the long-term needs of the com-
munity through fundraising, we ensure that 
positive initiatives can continue to make an 
impact for generations to come. 

Fosters Innovation – fundraising can 
empower organizations to experiment with 
new ideas and approaches to address com-
munity challenges, leading to innovative 
solutions. 

Support your local organizations for 

your own benefit. Along with others, 
SEMCU is a nonprofit organization that 
represents the interests of the residents, 
property owners and businesses in South-
eastern Madera County. Its concerns, 
among other issues, are our community, 
safety, water, traffic, schools, future parks 
and energy. We invite our community to 
join and help make a difference for our fam-
ilies and youngsters. We invite community 
members to join SEMCU as board members 
to help shape the Southeast Madera County 
area. Together we can build a stronger, more 
vibrant community. SEMCU meets once per 
month for about an hour at the Madera Ran-
chos Library at 37398 Berkshire Dr. in the 
Ranchos, or you may join us online to virtu-
ally participate. To join online, go to 
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call in 
on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then 
enter the ID# 83632424343 followed with 
the access code 85422. Our next meeting is 
on Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. Make your 
voice heard!  

SEMCU is “By the Community 
 for the Community” 
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Click on “Local News” at 
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Super Crossword

Say you saw it in the Independent 

Have friends or family  
who love the 

Independent but live 
outside the area? Are 
you moving but you 

still want to keep in touch 
with what’s happening in 

Southeast Madera County? 

to the Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C 
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

 local news • local events • local happenings  
editorial • games • real estate • columns

S
U

B
S

C
R

IP
T

IO
N

 F
O

R
M

N
am

e
A

dd
re

ss

P
ho

ne
P

ay
m

en
t: 

$2
0 

   
 C

as
h 

   
  C

he
ck

   
   

C
re

di
t C

ar
d 

   
  B

ill
 M

e
Th

e 
In

de
pe

nd
en

t 3
71

67
 A

ve
. 1

2 
#5

C
 • 

M
ad

er
a 

C
A 

93
63

6 
   

Fa
x 

55
9-

64
5-

40
02

E
m

ai
l

o

o

o

o

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
       IndependentThe
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

559-363-9095

“For the 
community, 

by the 
 community.”

SEMCU

3rd Tuesday of the month • 6 p.m. 
37398 Berkshire Dr. • Ranchos Library

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

www.ankqualityexteriors.com

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392

Real Estate & Mortgage Professionals

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

Adrian Gutierrezcall

559-363-4968



Page 16

Click on “Local News” at 

Classified
Caregiver Wanted 
 
Caregiver Wanted – Seeking care-
giver with bedside care experience 
for 2-3 hour shifts for care receivers 
in the Ranchos.  $17/hr. Call  559-
500-3070 to apply. 
 
Carpet Cleaning 
 
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery -  "Dries in hours,  not days." 
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley 
Chamber member. Call Bruce today 
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760. 
 
Chimney Sweep  
 
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29 
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces. 
Also clean clothes dryer vents. 
 
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY, 
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332. 
 
Exterminator 
 
CSI Exterminators - “If you’ve got 
a pest, call the best!” Free estimates. 
Call 559-293-1779. 
 
Firewood 
 
Firewood for sale  -  Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood.  Round or  sp l i t .  
Call  259-7122 or 645-5523.  
 
Gutter Services 
 
The  Gut ter  Doctor  spec ia l i z ing  
in  bo th  con t inuous  and  s t anda rd  
r a in  gu t t e r s .  Gene ra l  Con t rac to r .  
Repa i r  Ma in tenance .  26  yea r s  
work ing  in  the  a rea .  Cal l   5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .  
 
Housecleaning 
 
O v e r  4 0  y a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  -  
R e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  -  L u p e ’ s  

H o u s e  C l e a n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
o n e - t i m e  s e r v i c e ,  m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s ,  w i n d o w s ,  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  c l e a n  u p .  
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o  . c o m .  
C a l l  e i t h e r  o f  o u r  L O C A L  
n u m b e r s :  5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2  o r  
6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .  
 
Property Clean Up 
 
P r o p e r t y  c l e a n  u p ,  l a n d s c a p e  
maintenance  and  tree  t r imming  
-  F R E E   E S T I M A T E S .  P r o f e s -
s iona l  and  r e l i ab l e .  Cal l  Er i c  a t  
559-903-3757 .  
 
Recyclables Pick Up 
 
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade 
Direct /Kids4recycl ing offers  f ree  
pickup of  newspaper ,  shredded 
paper,  al l  household plastic,  glass,  
aluminum and t in cans (containers 
DON’T  need to  be CRV).  Metal  
haul  away and cleanups avai lable  
a lso!  80% return back to  commu-
ni ty!  Cal l  Dianna at  559-999-
6832.  
 
Tractor/Trenching Services 
 
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. 
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump 
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066. 
 
Window Cleaning Services 
 
Most windows start at $5 and up 
-- inside/out - Screen, track, sills. 
Remove hard water stains on home 
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb removal  too . Fully 
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723. 
 

Free estimates. 

TO ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

• Protect your broom by storing it han-
dle side down. You can purchase wall 
clips at your local hardware store, and 
then it'll be off the floor, ready when 
you are! 
• The Vision Council offers tips to 
minimize digital eye strain: Use the 20-20-20 rule: every 20 
minutes, take a 20-second break and look at something 20 feet 
away. 
• Use a strip of hook and loop tape to secure game controllers 
to their consoles. This way, you'll never have to go looking for 
one when you're ready to play. 
• "Fill your sink with soapy hot water as you are cooking din-
ner. Your dirty pans and bowls can go right in the sink to soak. 
After dinner, they will be easy to wash." -- E.D. in South Car-
olina 
• Make your stainless-steel sink sparkle by buffing it with a few 
drops of mineral oil and a soft rag, after a good cleaning, of 
course. 
• "If a pocket or two on an over-the-door shoe rack has busted, 
it's not done being useful. You can cut remaining pockets to fit 
inside your bathroom cabinet. Secure at the top with screws. 
Place cups in a few pockets to hold cotton swabs or balls, etc." 
-- W.L. in Washington 
  Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,  

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 
 

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.  
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The week promises a calmer aspect. Although there might be some 
lingering effects from a recent job problem, things should continue to ease up. Also expect a change 
in a home-based situation. 
 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) If you feel uneasy about a colleague's suggestion, it might be that your 
wise inner Taurean guide is alerting you to a potential problem. Stepping away could turn out to be the 
right thing to do. 
 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A family get-together opens up new opportunities for renewing ties. It 
can be especially effective in dealing with disagreements that should have been resolved but never 
fully were. 
 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might be surprised at the response you get to a recent decision. You 
might be even more surprised by the reasons behind it. In any event, you'll learn something important. 
 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Your aspects favor resolving any tensions left over from a recent incident. 
You might want to consider having a "clear the air" talk as soon as you can. A call can lead to a change 
of plans. 
 
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Avoid repeating yourself. If your first few efforts fail to connect, 
maybe it's because you haven't found the right way to get your message across. Try changing your 
approach. 
 
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Good intentions plus a strong resolve to succeed can take you 
where you want to go. Don't give up just because someone suggests you might be pursuing an 
impossible cause. 
 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) An unexpected setback can be a blessing in disguise. Use it 
to recheck your facts and how you've presented them. Meanwhile, look for ways to expand your contacts. 
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You should finally be seeing a positive change in a 
recent personal situation. However, an on-the-job matter might need more attention than you realized. 
Stay with it! 
 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) While you should be close to completing an important matter, 
you still need to maintain your focus. Things will ease up in time for weekend fun with family and friends. 
 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A certain matter might take an unexpected turn. Don't simply 
accept it; ask for an explanation. What you learn might be helpful in shifting the situation around to 
your benefit. 
 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Projecting a positive attitude helps restore calm, even when you're 
confronting some pretty stormy situations. Stay the course! The outcome will be well worth your 
efforts. 

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

While you enjoy tradition and stability, you also appreciate 
the good things that change can bring. You know how  

to achieve a great balance within this area of your life.

Born this Week
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TRIVIA TEST 
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Who was 
Time Magazine's First Man of the Year in 
1927? 2. MOVIES: Who was the male lead in 
the film "Risky Business"? 3. LITERATURE: 
In which novel does the character of Emma 
Woodhouse appear? 4. LANGUAGE: What 
does the acronym "sonar" stand for? 5. TEL-
EVISION: What was the name of the Dukes' 
car on the show "The Dukes of Hazzard"? 6. 
HISTORY: The first atomic submarine was 
built in which decade? 7. GEOGRAPHY: 
What modern-day country is in the area 
known in ancient times as Lusitania? 8. MED-
ICINE: What disease is caused by a deficiency 
of Vitamin A? 9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
U.S. president's image appeared on a dollar 
coin in 1971? 10. MATH: What does the sym-
bol "r" stand for in geometry?

1. Aviator Charles Lindbergh. 
2. Tom Cruise. 
3. "Emma" by Jane Austen. 
4. Sound navigation and ranging. 
5. The General Lee. 
6. 1950s. 
7. Portugal. 
8. Night blindness. 
9. Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
10. Radius. 

Click on “Local News” at 
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SUDOKU
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CALL 645-0634
The Independent 
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