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THE GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CRAB FEED GOES FOR 217

Like so many other post-Covid events
across America, people were again ready
to get out and have a good time, and the
folks of the Ranchos were no different.
After being cancelled in 2021, the Crab

One of the nearly 50 silent auction items

Feed came back strong in 2022 and 2023,
but this year they pulled out all the stops.
The event sold out with not a table to
spare.

The Annual Crab Feed went forward on

Of course, you can’t bid on fabulous prizes

Friday, March 7 at the Danté Club in Fresno
at 6 o’clock and lasted till nearly 11 p.m. The
event reached its full capacity of 250 atten-
dees and featured over 50 items for live and
silent auctions. As always, the Ranchos Ki-

Madera County District Attorney Sally

wanis were on hand serving the tables.

The event is the largest fundraiser of
the year for the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce and Chamber Board Mem-
bers were ecstatic with the results.

i

Of course, the star of the show, was pan

that greeted you at the door as you entered the without bid numbers, which Chamber members

Moreno, right, and her guest were eager for the after pan of delicious crab, combined with salad

Danté Club for the 21st Annual Crab Feed. were more than happy to assign. Sold! crab to arrive. and bread and pasta and desert Win, win, win!.

Enough is Enough! Madera Noise Complaint Crackdown

Road Charge Tax?

By Randy Bailey

If noisy neighbors in the Ranchos have
been a problem for you, Madera County
thinks it has a solution: increasing penalties
of the current noise ordinance.

Madera County Supervisor Jordan
Wambhoff said, “We recognize a deficiency
within the system, and this is a lot more effec-

tive.” That new law gives deputies the abil-
ity to not only ticket offenders on the spot,
they can now give out multiple tickets per
night.

“The first time we write a ticket will be
$500,” said Madera County Sheriff Tyson
Pogue. “The second one $750, and a third one
$1,000. And every one after that is $1,000 per
occurrence, per the time we’re coming out

Letters

Dear Editor:

Maria Silveira
Madera Ranchos

I just received your paper and your front page picture is despicable. It's horrible.
Do you think everybody here is on drugs or gangs? Please. There are decent people
here that really don't care for this. Bye. It's a shame.

there.” And another tool in the kit? If the
homeowners do not pay the fines, the
County can place a lien on the property.

Sheriff Pogue say the Sheriff’s De-
partment receives about 100 to 200 com-
plaints about noise each month, with many
coming from the Ranchos. The previous
no-noise ordinance was basically a slap on
the wrist. Deputies would tell noisemakers
to turn it down and would write up a report
if they didn’t comply. Pogue said that
weekly reports were sent to code enforce-
ment, leading to some type of mailed out ci-
tation for the homeowners.

The new laws change that,

Not only are multiple tickets being
handed out at the time of the infraction, the
law is from 10 p.m. to 8 a.m. and if you
continue to break the law, deputies could
even take away your sound system.

“It’s classified now as a misdemeanor,
which could allow us to seize evidence,”
Pogue said.

The updated ordinance will take effect

in mid-April.

SAY YOU
SAWITIN

the Jndependent

By California Political Review

As more drivers turn to zero-emis-
sions vehicles, which don’t have to pay
anything at the pump, California’s gas
tax could soon be a thing of the past.

The state is exploring implementing
a California Road Charge, which would
replace the gas tax with a mileage-based
user fee for drivers who use the roads.
Essentially, charging by the mile instead
of the tank.

California’s gas tax is currently
about 59 cents per gallon, the country’s
highest rate. It generates millions of dol-
lars to fund road repairs across the state.
According to Caltrans, Californians with
gas-powered vehicles pay about $300 a
year in state gas taxes. But with a rise in
electric vehicles, lawmakers are worried
it won’t generate enough money.

Caltrans officials launched a pilot
program in August of 2024 to test the
road charge system. It concluded in Jan-
uary. The results of the program are ex-
pected to be released later this year.

Motor fuel taxes are the largest
source of transportation revenue for
states, according to the National Associ-
ation of State Budget Officers’ most re-
cent report on state expenditures. But the
money they bring in has fallen: Gas taxes
raised 41 percent of transportation rev-
enue in fiscal year 2016, compared with
roughly 36 percent in fiscal year 2024,
the group found.

Click on ““Local News’ at



WHEN IT COMES
T0 WATER,
THE DAYS OF BEING
~ “LEFT ALONE“ARE OVERY

California farmers are facing unprecedented
challenges. Decisions made by officials at all lev-
els can have severe consequences for us all. The
California United Water Coalition is working
hard on behalf of its members. It is especially im-
portant for growers who are interested in the fu-
ture of the industry to band together immediately.

For those interested in the latest on coalition
activity, please join us at our regular morning cof-
fee meetings at IHOP restaurant at 2201 W.
Cleveland Ave. in Madera. Our meetings start at
7 a.m. on Wednesday mornings. These meetings
are open to community members.

PLEASE STAY UP TO DATE ON THE EMCITING
ACTIVITIES THE COALITION IS ENGAGED IN
FOR THE BENEFIT OF ITS MEMBERS.
INCLUDED ARE SECURING A WATER SVUPPLY
FOR OUR MEMBERS, STOPPING GOVERNMENT
OVERREACH, AND PROVIDING PROTECTION
FOR THE COURNTY'S NUMBER ONE INDUSTRY.
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CALIFORRNIA UNITED WATER COALITION
PO BOX 25453 FRESNO, CA 93729
559-476-2666
WWW.CAURITEDWATERCOAITION.COM

www.The Ranchos.com
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Kiwanis Korner

Kiwanis Pick is Cooperstown Bound

By Sally Rowden

In February, we welcomed and
celebrated Indie Strickland by mone-
tarily supporting his attendance to the
Cooperstown Baseball World Tourna-
ment in New York. By maintaining his
school grades and baseball accom-
plishments, Indie is highly honored to
be a recipient to attend Cooperstown.
His positive presentation at our Kiwa-
nis Meeting in February was his first
attempt at public speaking and it was
well presented and received. Congratu-
lations to Indie.

Also in February, the winning
ticket for our Valentine’s Limo raffle
was announced. Congratulations to
April Bates. On Friday, Feb. 7 at our
local Pizza Factory, her winning ticket
was drawn. April, along with five other
family members and friends, enjoyed
the limo ride on Valentine’s Day. A
sweet treat for these five.

The Crab Feed with the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce on
March 7 was very enjoyable and the
Kiwanis were the servers for the crab
event. As the guests were enjoying
their meal, the live auction was in high
gear. The Kiwanis gives huge thanks to
the Chamber for giving us the opportu-
nity to be part of this welcoming com-
munity event.

Other events we are working on
include our Flatlander’s Day Parade
and Craft Fair booth taking place on
May 17. We are well into the planning
stages under the leadership of Kiwanis
Chairperson Katie Harr. This will be a
fun-filled local event with a parade and
vendors at Liberty High School. Save
the date.

Our Liberty High School -
John Minney — Senior Scholarship
Fundraising project is underway.
This project is being led by Kiwa-
nis Chairperson Andrea Pille. This
is open to all Liberty High School
seniors seeking scholarships to
support their future college en-
deavors. Contact the Liberty High
School Business Office to receive
information in obtaining a scholar-
ship application. The scholarships
will be awarded toward the end of
May.

The Middle School - Hope of
America Awards and the Elementary
Schools — Character Counts Awards
are also in the planning stages under

the direction of Kiwanis President
Richard Wayne. Plus, we will be
helping the Clovis Kiwanis with
lunches for the Special Olympics and
attending with the other Division 5
Kiwanis clubs for the Torch of Ex-

Indie Strickland presenting his story at
the February Kiwanis Meeting.

g

April Bates (left) and her friends get
ready for a nigtht of fun as the winner of our
Valentine’s Limo Raffle.

cellence award presentations and din-
ner. This event honors community
college student athletes excelling as
an athlete and maintaining a 3.0
grade point average. If readers have
any questions regarding any of our
events or projects, please contact
Sally Rowden at rowdensally2
@gmail.com

Just a reminder that we meet on
the second and fourth Thursday of
every month at Second Son Brews —
37167 Avenue 12, Suite 4C at the
Maywood Center. Our meeting time is
6 p.m. and all are welcome.

In honor of St. Patrick’s Day,
we’re “Wishing you a pot o’gold and
all the joy your heart can hold.”

www.RanchosKiwanis.com
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Craft Fair e Vendors e Free Food

Games e Cake Walk e Bounce House
Easter Egg Hunt (Ages 12 & under)
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VALLEY PROPANE

559-645-5324
the ONLY,

Madera'Ranchos!

__________________ Join us in supporting our
----------------- LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS
this season and all year long

VALLEY PROPANE
Service you can tust at friced you can afford
645-5324 + 37221 Ave. 12 #1D
Madera Ranchos * Maywood Center

Click on ““Local News’ at




UNELECTED
BILLIONAIRE"
ELON MUSK~

Guest Editorial

By Tamira Musgrave

Former Democrat megadonor John
Morgan warned that Sen. Bernie
Sanders and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez’s “Fighting Oligarchy” tour
could backfire by energizing President
Donald Trump’s supporters. Speaking
to NewsNation’s

Bernie, AOC “Tour” Backfiring?

Page 5

mocrats should “roll over and play
dead,” predicting Republican infight-
ing would cause their downfall.
Morgan  elaborated, stating,
“Look, the new [Democratic National
Committee] says this to me: They
learned nothing from the last election.
What they need to do, Chris, is they
need to do noth-

Chris Cuomo on

ing. They need to

ErozsPET. B KNG RaTJRES SINDCa

@i Wttt SAG gl com

KX

Thursday, Morgan
argued that De-
mocrats should re-
frain from openly
opposing the
Trump administra-
tion, as it only
strengthens his
base.
Sanders
launched his tour

“I don’t think [AOC’s] going
to challenge Schumer, but if she
does ... already the Democratic
ratings are down to 29 percent.
I’ve never seen anything like it,”
Penn said. “That means the left
base is with the Democratic
Party and the moderates are all
leaving the party. So, AOC tak-

let the dumpster
fire rage. Let
everybody suffer,
fight back, push
back, be against it,
but at the end of
the day, Carville
is right. Let the
dumpster  burn,
get a lawn chair,
get some popcorn,

The
noependen

The Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2025, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales Emeritus
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www. The Ranchos.com

echoed Democratic
strategist ~ James
Carville’s call for

News poll.

in February, with ing on Schumer, wow, that could watch it.”

Ocasio-Cortez set finish this party off.” He  further
to appear at multi- : . explained that
ple rallies. Morgan, Trum_p s approval rating, Sanders and Oca-
who previously crit- meanwhile, has surged to 47 per- sio-Cortez do
icized Kamala Har- cent, the highest of his presi- more to rally
ris’ 2024 campaign, dency, according to the NBC Trump’s  base

than help Democ-
rats. “See, AOC
and Bernie [gal-

Democrats to step
aside and allow Republicans to self-de-
struct.

“It’s a mistake ... | agree with
Carville,” Morgan said. Carville wrote
in a New York Times op-ed that De-

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“IN THIS PRESENT
[FINANCIAL]
CRISIS,
GOVERNMENT
IS NOT THE
SOLUTION TO
OUR PROBLEM;
GOVERNMENT
IS THE
PROBLEM.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

vanize] MAGA
because MAGA hates them,” Morgan
said. “The thing MAGA loves the
most, other than what they love, they
love watching them twisting and turn-
ing. They enjoy that as much as they
enjoy destroying the Department of
Education.”

Polls released Sunday by
CNN/SSRS and NBC News show
Democratic favorability dropping
below 30 percent. Meanwhile, former
Clinton pollster Mark Penn warned
that Ocasio-Cortez challenging Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer in
2028 could be disastrous for the party.

“I don’t think she’s going to chal-
lenge Schumer, but if she does ... al-
ready the Democratic ratings are down
to 29 percent. I’ve never seen anything
like it,” Penn said. “That means the left
base is with the Democratic Party and
the moderates are all leaving the party.
So, AOC taking off Schumer, wow,
that could finish this party off.”

Trump’s approval rating, mean-
while, has surged to 47 percent, the
highest of his presidency, according to
the NBC News poll.

Courtesy of AmericanFaith.com.
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Waste Your Own Time

It’s not a secret, | have a few pet
peeves that trigger dramatic eye rolls,
sarcastic comments and occasionally
whole articles. Wasting my time is at the
top of my pet peeves list. Also at the top
of the list is a lack of common decency,
which would include avoiding basic hy-
giene habits when you must be in public.
I’m also not a fan of condescension, es-
pecially when the person being conde-
scending is wrong. Seems like a random
list, except that | experienced all three at
the optometrist last week.

First, let’s talk about the wasting of
my time. The waiting room of this op-
tometrist’s office is sprawling and could
easily pack in 50 people, and pack them
in they did. | showed up 15 minutes early
for my appointment, checked in and took
a seat to start what turned out to be a
long, arduous, mind-numbing wait. | was
taken back for the first time about 30
minutes after my scheduled appointment
time. It wasn’t to see the doctor though, it
was just to have my eyeballs measured
by a tech who was less excited to be there
than | was. Then | was sent back to the
lobby of forgotten

b‘

y eryn b. nyre

I won’t blame the staff for the smell.
I can, however, blame them for the wait.
Maybe not all the staff, but someone who
works there was at fault. | did ask what
the issue was, thinking perhaps a handful
of their doctors contracted bird flu, but
evidently there are only four on staff, and
only three working that day. I asked why
they booked so many appointments then
if, at most, only four optometrists could
see patients on a given day. My question
was met with a look of confusion. I guess
since the seats exist they might as well
keep them filled regardless of the conse-
quence to those filling them. Who cares if
they keep you

patients where |
waited for another

hostage for hours,
if you want the

sadley > DRILLING AND
sy~ PUMP SERVICE

_&_
PUMP SYSTEMS
Same Day Service

674-1663
36691 Ave. 12 Family Owned
Madera Ranchos Seuce 1976

3/25

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great

(I‘:Julrmor!lal

&
wenuincides  LOSE WEIGHT
* AM PM AND INCHES TOO

Medications

- Diet Injection
DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very 224 6744 OPEN: Monday - Friday

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

3/25

&

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$20 OFF

1st visit only

45 minutes.

When | was
called back for the
second time, it still
wasn’t to see the
doctor. It was just
the vision test and

It’s not a secret, | have a few pet
peeves that trigger dramatic eye
rolls, sarcastic comments and oc-
casionally whole articles. Wasting
my time is at the top of my pet
peeves list.

privilege of seeing
the doctor, this is
the hoop of fire
you must jump
through. Don’t you
DARE show up

asurprise eye dila-

late for your ap-
pointment, though.

tion that they did-

n’t think to warn me about. | told the
woman, as she was coming at me with
eye drops, that | had to drive home. She
said | shouldn’t have anything to worry
about, it will just make me sensitive to
light and not to worry, they have dark
shades for me. So, she gave me the drops
and sent me back to the brightly lit lobby
to wait for another 45 minutes.

To make the waiting more intolera-
ble, there was a smell. It was overpower-
ing and could only be described as an
overflowing cat box that was left in an
abandoned wing of a poorly staffed long-
term care facility that was never cleaned
after the evacuation. In an attempt to out-
run the stench, I moved to the other side
of the waiting room. Sadly, there was no
escaping the fetor. I thought about saying
something to the front desk staff, but as
they aren’t allowed to forcibly bathe ran-
dom citizens just because their body odor
smacks you in the nostrils from 10 feet
away, what good would that do?

That throws off
their entire schedule of sanctioned and
legal kidnapping and they will charge
you for wasting their time. It’s more im-
portant than ours, you see.

When [ finally got back to see the ac-
tual optometrist, 1 had an experience |
have had only once before in my life. She
went through my chart, saw that | was
colorblind and, for some reason known
only to her and Jesus, asked me if | was
actually diagnosed or if I just googled my
symptoms and assumed.

Ma’am. What? Why?

Are people out here just googling
colorblindness and putting it in their
medical charts for fun? As far as defi-
ciencies go, it’s not glamorous. It’s not
exciting. 1t’s not dangerous or pity-in-
ducing. It doesn’t come with any addi-
tional accommodation or government
subsidies. What would be the point?

I told her I was diagnosed as a child

Please see GEN WHY onP. 7

= il Developing
d Land Surveying
and Civil
[ T Engineering Design
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Click on ““Local News’ at




GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

by a doctor. She said, “Hmmmm,” as
though I was a kid feigning a fever because
I didn’t want to go to school. She stood up
and left the room for a moment, then came
back with a colorblind test book and sat
down ready to either diagnose me with a
condition I’ve known I've had for my
whole life, or say, “Gotcha! | knew you
were lying.” As you can guess, she con-
firmed | am, in fact, colorblind, and pro-
ceeded to tell me how it happened and that
my mom must have been colorblind as
well. I didn’t argue, but what | wanted to
say was, my mom wasn’t colorblind, that’s
not how | ended up with the condition;

you’re both condescending and wrong at
the same time, and at this point | have been
here for over two and a half hours now. For
the love of eyeballs can we please just get
on with it.

| finally got out of there with inaccu-
rate information about a condition | al-
ready knew | had, my eyes still dilated and
extremely sensitive to the bright sun and a
headache from the smell. | sat in my car
for a few minutes, with the windows down
just breathing in fresh, clean, untainted
oxygen and thought to myself, “This is
why people avoid doctors.” At least | don’t
have to go back there for another two
years. The smell will have dissipated by
then, right?

—

Tesoro Viejo

FARMERS MARKET

EVERY THURSDAY

FROM5P.M. TO8P.M.
TESORO VIEJO TOWN CENTER

FRESH

PRODUCE GOODS

ARTISANAL

FOOD
TRUCKS

FAMILY
ACTIVITIES

@TESOROVIEJOFARMERSMARKET

3/25

www.The Ranchos.com
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‘Tis the Season

Looking out the window, I
see pink blossoms indicating
spring has arrived. While God
restores life to the outdoors,
spring is a great season to re-
store indoors as well. Here are
three often neglected areas to
consider.

Cleaning Products — Have
you looked under your sink
lately? Chances are there are
more products there than used.
We hear someone tout the ef-
fectiveness of a new cleaning
product and order it. It gets
used once or twice, or not at
all, then finds its place with the
other neglected products.
Under the sink becomes a
graveyard for sprays, sponges
and fancy brushes.

Pull it all out. Place the
products you’re using fre-
quently in a portable tote or
open-topped bin. If you have
multiples of your favorites,
place the backups in a separate
bin in the back or in a garage
cabinet. If under sink space is
limited, relocate the seldom
used items also. Share your
bounty with family or friends
and check with your disposal
service about the proper han-
dling of the liquids no one
wants. Replace well-used
brushes and sponges.

Place a motion sensor un-
dercabinet light under the sink.
It will reduce the black hole ef-
fect making it easy to find what
you need and use.

Medicine cabinet — How
easy is it to add and add and
never subtract? Very. Eventu-
ally you end up with a cluttered
mess that makes it hard to find

what you need. Start with a
baggie for expired prescrip-
tions, a container for recycling,
a piece of scratch paper or
marker and a trash bag. Remove
one prescription at a time,
check the expiration date and
decide if it’s a keeper or a toss.
If it’s a toss, remove the sticker
and place it on the scratch
paper to be shredded later, or
mark out your personal infor-
mation with a marker. Place the
pills in the baggie and toss the
plastic bottle in the recycling
container. Do the same with ex-
pired over-the-counter pills,
except for the label removing.

Most of us don’t treat our
own severe injuries so keep a
supply of Band-Aids but let go
of the multiple packages of
gauze that came home with you
from your emergency room visit
or surgery. Same with the bed-
pans, barf bags, etc.

Organize, containerize, and
label what’s left into categories
like meds for colds/allergies,
stomach issues, pain, etc. Take
the baggie of pills to your near-
est police or fire station that
has a pill drop-off box. Shred,
recycle, and you’re done!

Freezer — How’s your
freezer looking? Begin the
restoration process by pulling
things out and asking the fol-
lowing questions. Is the item
still viable? Is there freezer
burn, or layers of ice on the
product? Is it something | want
to eat? If it’s bread, is it better
suited for the ducks? Toss any-
thing that isn’t safe to eat. If
it’s safe, but not desirable,
make a bag of items to share. If
it’s something you love that
just got lost in the mix, make
an inventory of things to use
soon, and place it on the fridge.
Shop your freezer instead of the
store until you’ve used what
you have. While everything’s
out, give it a good cleaning.
For deep freezers, use a hair
dryer to loosen ice from the
sides. Use various sizes of
open-topped containers to cor-
ral categories of food and keep
things neater.

Giving vyourself a [little
breathing room in these areas
will help put a “spring” in your
step.
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He Has Risen Indeed!

(March 2015)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, |
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and | hope you enjoy them
all over again.

Since Easter is my favorite holi-
day of the year, either Christian or
secular, | couldn’t let it slide by
without writing about it. We cele-
brate Easter Sunday because Jesus
was crucified for our sins (John
3:16) died on the cross on Friday,
was buried and rose from death on
Sunday (Mark 16:6). The resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ is one of the
fundamental principles and beliefs
of Christianity. It’s why we say,
“Christ is Risen — He is Risen In-
deed!”

'@é Jean Briner

desserts. Oh, and deviled eggs. NOT
the ones that were up in a tree, be-
hind a lawn chair or stepped on a
couple of times earlier that day.

I start the eggs (I usually boil
about two or three dozen) in cold
water, and after they start boiling,
turn the fire down and cook at a
light boil for about 10 minutes.
After the 10 minutes | usually test
one to make sure it is done then IM-
MEDIATELY drain the hot water
into the sink and turn the cold water
onto the eggs. | let the cold water
run on the eggs until you can pick
up an egg easily then crack and peel

-

Egg Dying Time

In our fami-
lies, Saturday be-
fore Easter is egg
dying day. Each

My favorite Easter Hymn
is Christ Arose! | get goose
bumps when the chorus is

them, leaving them whole. | have
found this
method the easi-
est to peel the
egg without tear-
ing it up. | have
read of other

methods but this

family with chil-
dren begins with
two or three
dozen eggs but

sung, “Up from the grave he
arose, with a mighty triumph
o’er His foes, He arose a Vic-
tor from the dark domain, and

one works best
for me - if you
have a method

until you get the consistency you
want. Add a squirt of mustard (not
too much) and salt and pepper to
taste. Last year | added just a couple
of tablespoons of sweet pickle juice.
After you have the yolks tasting the
way you want, put them in the
whites and refrigerate until ready to
serve. | use a teaspoon to fill my
whites, but a pastry bag with a
pretty tip would make them more
festive.
The Easter Ham

As far as the ham goes, |
think everyone has their favorite
glaze — and some people don’t
like any — but it is entirely what-
ever your family prefers. We
drain the juice from a can of
pineapple chunks into a bowl; add
enough brown sugar to make a
paste — not real thick - and a
squirt of mustard. When the ham
is almost done (about 30 minutes
before it is ready) take it out of
the oven and score the outside
(not real deep) in diamond
shapes. With toothpicks put the
pineapple chunks on the ham and

spoon the juice mixture over that.
Put back in the oven until it is
done.

When it comes to the potatoes
we really cheat here! We have found
that the boxed ones are good, and a
lot less trouble. With our gang, usu-
ally between 15 and 20, we usually
use 10 to 12 boxes. Can you imagine
peeling that many potatoes? You’d
feel like you were on KP duty in the
Army. We use about four disposable
aluminum baking pans, cooking two
pans at a time. The balance of the
meal is simple, and just whatever
your family likes.

Like so many of our meals (we
have seven households coming to-
gether) there are always a lot of
desserts. My sister usually makes
a coconut cake, | make a pineapple
upside down cake, Adam will
bring a couple of his apple pies
and there will probably be a ba-
nana pudding (I can remember my
grandma always made one for
Thanksgiving dinner. But she
made real pudding, not the boxed
ones we use today).

559-824-6336

Ghreate a g/l,f)t f)”@““. _]bfve /Ke,a)z,)t

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

don’t always end
up  with  that
many. There are

He

lives forever,
saints to reign. He arose! He

you have used,
then by all means
use it. After you

with His

the one or two grosel! Hallelujah! Christ have peeled them
eggs that crack arose!” and they have
during the boil- cooled  enough
ing, and invari- that you can han-
ably there are dle them, cut
always the ones that “accidentally” them in half from top to bottom with
hit the floor. a sharp paring knife, putting the

On Easter Sunday when we get
home from church, there are always
egg hunts for the kids — seems like
every year there is one egg that just
can’t be found (until about July).
Eggs are a traditional symbol of new
life. According to the book Festivals
and Celebrations by Rowland Pur-
ton, eggs were dyed in ancient
times by the Egyptians and Persians
who exchanged them with their
friends. “It was in Mesopotamia that
Christians first gave eggs to their
friends at Easter to remind them of
the resurrection of Jesus,” Purton
wrote.

Our Easter Feast is real simple —
Baked Ham, Scalloped Potatoes,
green beans, green salad, rolls and

yolks into a bowl and the whites on
a flat surface. | have a Tupperware
cake saver that | use. If you aren’t
going to finish deviling them at this
point be sure to put them in the re-
frigerator.

When the eggs have been sepa-
rated, put the whites in the fridge
until you have the yolks ready. All I
do is smash the yolks with a fork
until they are kind of like corn meal.
Add enough mayonnaise or Miracle
Whip (I prefer Miracle Whip for
most things, but in these eggs, | use
half mayonnaise and half Miracle
Whip) to make them moist, but not
runny. If you aren’t used to doing
this, start with only a couple of ta-
blespoons, and add a little at a time

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com

and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”

Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee » Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

M&@@M'W‘%dﬂw

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
| spis551sY 36691 Avenue 12 + Madera Ranchos

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Senior Report

360° Photo Booth
Champagne, Charcuterie & Candy Carts
Balloon Garlands, Arches <l Decor D %
Popcorn & Snow Cone Machines Rz
T IV ER

939-660-2127

Call, Text or Message Today!
www. TheRiverRentals.com

@theriverrentals

3/25
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www.The Ranchos.com

Celebrate Spring at Senior Center Festival

By Melanie Williams

This is the perfect time to
prepare your garden for
spring. Come to the Home
and Garden Festival at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.
On Saturday, April 5 the
Senior Center is hosting
their Home and Garden Festi-
val from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Plants will be available in
the Scout Garden, along with
some good advice about how
to plant a beautiful spring
garden.

It is the first Saturday of
April, so the Treasure House
will be open at the festival

of Mexican style breakfast
and lunch plates and will be
open during at the Home and
Garden Festival. There will
be NO parking available at
the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center on 37330 Berkshire
Drive, Madera. Parking is
available along Fernwood
Drive, but when parking in
the neighborhood, please re-
spect the neighbors and their
property. Please do not block
driveways while parking ve-
hicles.

We still need volunteer
members to help on April 4th
to set up tables and chairs
for the festival. If you need

this year and

additional in-

the Senior formation
Center is the Treasure about the
selling House will be open at Home and
f.undra|5|ng the festival this year Garden Festi-
tickets for a d th . . val, please
themed bas- @0 _t e Senior Cent_elj IS call 559-645-
ket filled selling fundraising 4864 between
with unique tickets for a themed 9 a.m. and 1
character pgsket filled With P-m., Monday
items. The : : through Fri-
basket is unique character items. day. Come
being dis- and join us at

played in the
Boutique located in the main
building of the Senior Cen-
ter. Come on over and check
it out.

Our favorite vendors are
setting up booths to sell var-

ious specialty craft items
and the vendors include
many specialty items like
potted succulents and

uniquely crafted wood art for
the house and yard. We have
locally made olive oil for
tasting, beautiful hand-
crafted jewelry, crocheted
baby items and baby blan-
kets. vendors are still wel-
come to sign up and
participate in the festival
and we have spaces available
if you are interested in re-
serving a spot. Please con-
tact the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center at 559-645-4864.

The Jacinto Taco truck
will be selling the “Best
Tacos in the Valley, Since

1995.” They have a variety

the Home and
Garden Festival at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center.
Our monthly potluck is on
Thursday, April 10 at 6 p.m.
The Spring Fling Potluck and
Game Night is our theme for
April and if you are feeling
the joy of the new season,
wear a spring hat and bright
attire for the festivities. We
have a fun group activity and
game night planned and any
senior is welcome at our
monthly potluck events. All
seniors need to bring a main
or side dish for eight people
and their own place settings
for the potluck. Homemade
desserts are always welcome.
If you plan to come, please
call the Senior Center at
559-645-4864, so we can
have enough tables set up for

everyone.
The Senior Center has
weekly activities every

Please see SENIORS on P. 12
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Mike Fursman Nathan Nguyen

nefpredenting nepredenting
Golden Valley Liberty High School
Chamber of Commerce Class of 2026

Austin G;'aham Carlos Zarate

nepredenting
Liberty High School
Class of 2027

Cralr Feed Table Sponsors

The 21st Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Crab Feed was a success thanks to special sponsors:
Mike Fursman Jeff Coulthard

C3 Ranch Vince Guthrie
Stacy Bianda Monte Pistoresi
John Finley Bret Frazier

Ranchos Dental Liberty Cafe
SEMCU Jordan Wamhoff
Gunner Ranch Jose Renteria
North Fork Rancheria Red Rock
Hand and Stone Erin Clay

nefpresenting
Liberty High School
Class of 2028

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
love to see you at our next meeting on Wednesday,
April 9 at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the May-
wood Center. Call 645-4001 for more information.

Golden Valley Chamber

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN TO SPECTATORS. GIVEAWAYS HANDED OUT ONLY

<

OPLNING

- NO ENTRY FEE » PARADE ENTRANTS  NO ENTRY FEE

2025 Flatlander’s Day

Parade Day: Saturday, May 17, 2025
Group Individual L Business L[]

Group or Business Name

Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Phone:

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? O Yes O No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length____ ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry)
O Horses (Single) OHorses (Group) Explain:

O Band/Music Name:

O Floats Name:

O Children’s Group’s Name:

O Dance Group’s Name:

O Single Entry (Children) Name:

O Single Entry (Adult) Name:

O Vehicle Type:

O Novelty Name:

O Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp! ¢ Registration of entries
begins at 8:30 a.m. « Parade route: Road 36 between
Ardath to Ave. 12 in front of Liberty High
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide by all
parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials and agree to
release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage and/or injury to any
person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature: Date:
Bring, fax or mail this form by May 6 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C « Madera, CA 93636 « Fax 645-4002 « Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.

YOU MUST TURN IN THIS FORM TO BE IN THE PARADE

bellinstoppable

GRAND

~ are at Avenue 12 and Highway 41.
Prizes! Food! Goodie Bags!

Click on ““Local News™ at

ATNO LNO d3ANYH SAYMYIAID "'SHOLVYLO3dS OL NMOdHL 38 NI ONIHLON A13LN10SaY

: , - ™ Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce mem-
THE UPS STORE ber The UPS Store is having a GRAND

OPENING on Friday, May 2 at 4 p.m. They




SUNDAY
WWW. FLIPSIDE CHURCH

IO AM AT LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL

IN THE MAYWOOD CENTER | 37193 AVE 12 #3H MADERRA, CA 93636 | INFO@ACTS176.COM

—prron ] SUNDAY SERVICES AT 9 & 10:30 AM
“‘""'“i F—————— CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE

A | JR HIGH 2ND SERVICE

’Fllpslde Christian Chureh | 0 wivchen

L "] YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE

ey @ j’w §
A 37193 AVE 12 #3H W HIGE | SEND RS s o b

MADERA, CA 93636 HIGH SCHOOL | WEDNESDRAYS # - 9 PM

SEE YOU SUNDRAVY!

www. The Ranchos.com

3/25
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SENIORS cont. from P. 9

month for seniors to gather
and meet other seniors in the
community. Weekly activities
include the Senior Exercise
Classes every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 11
a.m. Card and Tables Games
are every Thursday at 12:15
p.m. and the Senior Hot Lunch
Program is available Monday
through Friday at 11:30 a.m.
We are continuing to sign up
seniors who want to partici-
pate in the program with a
quick and easy sign up at the
Senior Center.

Brown Bag Day is on April
19 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Indian Basket Weaving
Class members sit and visit as
they learn how to weave beau-

tiful baskets with pine nee-
dles. The Ranchos “Basket
Cases” meet on the last Tues-

day each month at 9 a.m.

The members of the RH
Seniors want to thank some
special contributors for mak-
ing the Senior Center a won-

derful gathering place for our
local seniors. Tim Mont-
gomery donated Bocce Balls
and an elite Ping Pong Table
to the Senior Center. Now that
it is spring, we can play Lawn
Bowling and Ping Pong on the
back lawn area and patio.

Don Brooks and Dennis
Funkner restored our decora-
tive wrought iron and
wooden benches for shaded
seating in the backyard area.

Scott Williams and Bill
Prince replaced the wiring
and lighting for the Ameri-

can flagpole in front of the
Senior Center.

Thank you for your gener-
ous donations and talents to
support our local Senior Cen-
ter.

Happy Easter from the
members of the Ranchos/ Hills
Senior Center.

Quote for April: “April is
like a secret whispered in the

woods, a hush of green and
bustling life.” Sarah L.
Wildes

Sago Rey
. Paln Plantation!

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

551.-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. ¢ Fresno « www.sagorey.com

3/25

Stump, Grinding,
Trimming,
Topping,
Pruning

Shrubs
Removal

- GARCIA’S
TREE SERVICE
. 559-708-9152

let us get your trees ready
for the changing seasons!

call today and get

LIC. #1017900
BONDED &
INSURED

3/25

Real Estate

“Real estate is

my life! I make

dyom' real estate
eams a reality.”

MARIA FOTOPOULOS

VAR I

/

3/25

J

REALTOR

‘ 559-250-6740 « mfotorealtor@gmail.com
Integrity, Dedication, Results

' www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto * DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

559-790-4799

Folland@comcast.net

—

TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com 3

Lourie Folland

559-790-4729
Folland@comcast.net
BRE #01316346

TIME FOR A HOME CHANGE?

LET ME HELP YOU!

ANA MARIE SHERWOOD, REALTOR®
559-903-0855

AEHERWEIEID@REALTYBDNDEFTE.BEIM
DRE LIC. #01894032

3/25

REALTY
CONCEPTS

Whify toppoing
73636

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?
Call or contact us.
The best time to WE GOT YOU!

buy a house?

When you’re
ready.

And when you’re
ready

WE GOT You!

Jessica Gonzales
559-408-1784
jess@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® = DRE 02136161

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264
mary(@ironkeyrealestate com
REALTOR® - DRE 02093132

Click on ““Local News™ at




LICENSE #932435

~Qwner/CEO .
MaderaRanchos Resident

Room Additions & General Contracting + Commercial & Residential

Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

TIMDEMERAQ@AOL.COM (559) 681-8947

WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM

ANREASTER:
THEYAWONATAEORGET

L “\.0 RHOp b
40

LIS CYHWYEY

421-304'6
WE’RE ON THRE WEHEB!

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

www.The Ranchos.com
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By Igal Treibatch

Whether you are a part of the Kiwanis,
the Senior Center, the Chamber of Com-
merce, SEMCU, our School System or a
supporter of our Fire Department as well as
Law Enforcement or any such entity, you
are helping improve your community to be
more cohesive and better to live in.

Fundraising is vital for communities as
it empowers organizations to fulfill their
missions, foster engagement, raise aware-
ness by uniting people and provides re-
sources to support local needs and projects.

-uasslstances lmw“il'-

Il-E!'mi

moneY fiindraisin

zations — fundraising creates opportunities
for individuals to make a difference and for
organizations to gain the necessary re-
sources to implement programs, services
and projects that benefit the entire commu-
nity.

Economic Growth — supporting local
businesses and initiatives through fundrais-
ing can boost the local economy and create
jobs.

Sustainability and Legacy — by in-
vesting in the long-term needs of the com-
munity through fundraising, we ensure that
positive initiatives can continue to make an
impact for generations to come.

Fosters Innovation — fundraising can
empower organizations to experiment with
new ideas and approaches to address com-
munity challenges, leading to innovative
solutions.

Support your local organizations for
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Fulfills Community Needs

Fundraising — allows organizations to
address critical issues within a community,
like funding school programs, supporting
local businesses struggling after a natural
disaster, or providing resources for food
pantries and animal shelters.

Community Engagement - and
fundraising events and campaigns are great
opportunities for community members to
unite, participate and show support for a
common cause, leading to greater involve-
ment and a stronger sense of community.

Raises Awareness — fundraising ef-
forts can raise awareness about important
issues and challenges within the commu-
nity, fostering a deeper understanding and
creating space for dialogue and action.
Paving the road and modeling for our
youngsters about caring and responsibili-
ties.

Building a Stronger Community — by
working together toward shared goals
through fundraising, communities can
build stronger bonds, develop a sense of
unity and create lasting positive impacts.

Empowers Individuals and Organi-
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your own benefit. Along with others,
SEMCU is a nonprofit organization that
represents the interests of the residents,
property owners and businesses in South-
eastern Madera County. Its concerns,
among other issues, are our community,
safety, water, traffic, schools, future parks
and energy. We invite our community to
join and help make a difference for our fam-
ilies and youngsters. We invite community
members to join SEMCU as board members
to help shape the Southeast Madera County
area. Together we can build a stronger, more
vibrant community. SEMCU meets once per
month for about an hour at the Madera Ran-
chos Library at 37398 Berkshire Dr. in the
Ranchos, or you may join us online to virtu-
ally participate. To join online, go to
www.semcu.org for a link and simple in-
structions. Or if you prefer, you can call in
on your cellphone at 669-900-6833 then
enter the 1D# 83632424343 followed with
the access code 85422. Our next meeting is
on Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. Make your
voice heard!
SEMCU is “By the Community
for the Community”
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

Have friends or family .
who love the
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in
Southeast Madera County?

SUBSCRIBE!

to the Independent
local news ¢ local events ¢ local happenings
editorial ® games ¢ real estate ¢ columns
37167 Ave, 12, 150

The Pridependent

645-0634 ¢ fax 645-4002 ¢ ranchosnews(Cyahoo.com

#5C « Madera CA 93636 _Fax 559-645-4002

o787 Ak 12 430 WlfaderalA3ell JERRSURR00 e

Email

The Independent 37167 Ave. 1

Payment: $20[] Cash [ Check [] Credit Card [] Bill Me
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Say you saw it in e Imdependent

——_Super Crossword ——
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ACROSS
1 Swing by
6 Sop up

12 Fez or beret

15 General —
chicken

19 Preface

20 “Hello" singer
Lionel

21 Santa —
winds

22 Eight, in
Berlin

23 Alternative to
potstickers

26 Trevi
Fountain city

27 Golf prop

28 Requiring lots
of attention

29 L-P linkup

30 “— Up My
Heart” (1997
*NSYNC
song)

32 Call before
the court

35 Touchy topic

37 Skit-filled
NBC show,
in brief

38 Texas-
Louisiana
border river

41 Three,
in Paris

42 H.G. Wells'
Doctor
Moreau, e.g.

46 Penetrating

47 Get older
50 Give off

51 Shaggy's
nickname for
his dog

52 Pollen lover

53 Actress
Perlman

54 “Life Is Good”

rapper

55 Letter
after pi

56 212 degrees
Fahrenheit,
for water

61 “Yup"

63 Big Apple
sch.

66 Alpha Sig,
e.g.

67 Speaks from
a soapbox

68 Right after
being baked

72 Fake: Prefix

75 Stalagmite
site

76 Camera type,

in brief

77 Acting
award

81 Brand of
hard cider

84 Google Play
download

86 Tokyo sash

87 Prefix with
byte or ton

88 Suffix with
Euclid

89 An ex-Trump

92 Fix typos, say

93 Plus more:
Abbr.
94 35 bills,
in slang
96 Intense
controversy
99 “That doesn't
ring ="
101 Regressed
102 — -la-la
103 Group of
warriors in
“Kung Fu
Panda”
106 Church part
for the clergy
110 Chant
111 Boxing great
112 Flummoxed
115 Suffix with
Motor
116 British
prep school
117 Oxidizer in
liquid rocket
propellants
122 Swedish
soprano
Jenny
123 '50s prez
124 — Mae
(HUD corp.)
125 Yo-yo part
126 Lucy's guy
127 Toon
Flanders
128 Villains’
looks

129 What nine
key words in
this puzzle
are syn-
onyms of

DOWN
1 Panorama
2 Entomb
3 Navigate
4 A Gershwin
brother
5 Male tabby
6Eveofold TV
7 —one's time
8 Missile in the
Gulf War
9 *Heavens!”
10 Shred
11 — Stakes
(horse race)
12 Kayak cousin
13 “Gemini Man”
director Lee
14 Grazing land
15 “Proud Mary”
star — P.
Henson
16 Makes the
Billboard
Top 40, e.g.
17 Of a resis-
tance unit
18 Artery insert
24 Like Brits
25 Pertaining to
31 Black, to Poe
33 Aide: Abbr.
34U.8. “Ltd”
35 Female sib

36 Duich artist 78 Musical finale
Jan 79 Somewhat

38— -Cat 80 Act of liturgy

39 From — Z 82 Film units

40 Lettuce type 83 Uses a

42 Option list trowel

43 East Asian 85 Noodles in
nanny peanut sauce

44 Platter 90 Battle (for)

45— Lodge 91 Additionally
(motel chain) 92 Israel's Abba

46 Actor Harvey 94 Vast strefch

48 Heredity unit 95 Large tuna

49 Wolfs down 96 Wild rants

52 Malaise, 97 Gorilla, e.g.
with ‘the” 98 Historic time

53 Horse colors 100 Olympic

55 Litlle — (the swimmer
Ocean State) Matt

57 Proposal 101 Actress

58 Original NYC Taylor
subway line 103 Grazing land

59 State exec. 104 De-knot

60 Before 105 Renowned
surgery, 106 Asteroid
in brief found in 1801

62 “Star Trek" 107 Chocolate
lieutenant drink

64 Agave plants 108 T-man Ness
65 Salt Lake City 109 Big dipper

native 112 Comic
69 Additionally Meara
70 Fertilizable 113 Rake prong
gametes 114 Mix, as paint
71 Chimp's kin -~ 118 Luau guitar,
72 Book for short
division 119 Martini liquor
73 Vexed state 120 Longtime
74 Dairy case CBS series
containers 121 30-day mo.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory
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Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al RCUTS |

]S“I &S

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
ae CLEPIAETL) | 550 6451302 | [y caivag Anayaur | (loinanacgs Pass B0l | 2512514 3514605 6454798
ree =stimates:| |www.ankqualityexteriors.com % 559.974-1357 BubbasWTS@yahoocom| | office  cell after5 pm,

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

559-363-9095

3rd Tuesday of the month ¢ 6 p.m.
37398 Berkshire Dr. « Ranchos Library

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJ1PSIDE joim Us

SUNDAYS|9.& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAVY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent
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Classified

Caregiver Wanted

Caregiver Wanted — Seeking care-
giver with bedside care experience
for 2-3 hour shifts for care receivers
in the Ranchos. $17/hr. Call 559-
500-3070 to apply.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY'! Call 559-908-9332.

Exterminator

CSI Exterminators - “If you’ve got
a pest, call the best!” Free estimates.
Call 559-293-1779.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing
in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor.
Repair Maintenance. 26 years
working in the area. Call 559-
908-0759.

Housecleaning

Over 40 yars of experience -
References available - Lupe’s

House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.
Call either of our LOCAL
numbers: 559-710-0692 or
650-771-2915.

Property Clean Up

Property clean up, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming
- FREE ESTIMATES. Profes-
sional and reliable. Call Eric at
559-903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-
6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows start at $5 and up
-- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.
Remove hard water stains on home
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb removal too. Fully
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723.

Free estimates.

* Protect your broom by storing it han-
dle side down. You can purchase wall
clips at your local hardware store, and
then it'll be off the floor, ready when
you are!

* The Vision Council offers tips to
minimize digital eye strain: Use the 20-20-20 rule: every 20
minutes, take a 20-second break and look at something 20 feet
away.

 Use a strip of hook and loop tape to secure game controllers
to their consoles. This way, you'll never have to go looking for
one when you're ready to play.

« "Fill your sink with soapy hot water as you are cooking din-
ner. Your dirty pans and bowls can go right in the sink to soak.
After dinner, they will be easy to wash." -- E.D. in South Car-
olina

» Make your stainless-steel sink sparkle by buffing it with a few
drops of mineral oil and a soft rag, after a good cleaning, of
course.

* "If a pocket or two on an over-the-door shoe rack has busted,
it's not done being useful. You can cut remaining pockets to fit
inside your bathroom cabinet. Secure at the top with screws.
Place cups in a few pockets to hold cotton swabs or balls, etc."”
-- W.L. in Washington

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc

T0 ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

GO FIGURE! byLinda Thiste

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the 7 1:77
figures given at the bottom and right- B

-+

123456789 |

©2025 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

X
hand columns of the diagram by fol- [ . _ . + -
lowing the arithmetic signs in the order

they are given (that is, from left to right - - = 4
and top to bottom). Use only the num-

pbers below the diagram to complete its | x . + . X -
blank squares and use each of the nine

numbers only once. + - =3

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

Sy, /
%&'

ANtY
HIROPRACTIC

3125 36754 AVE.12 - 6%‘5262

Click on ““Local News™ at



Jugt Like Cate & Dogs by Dave T. Phipps

REX. THE COMPANY LET GO OF SOME FOLKS
WHO STooD oUT AS EXPENDABLE. LUCKY
FOR YOU WE FORGOT YOU EVEN WORKED HERE.

A—

‘panasal SUBL (I "oU| ‘S1B2IPUAS Seinjedd Buly 52020

MARKETING

645-0634

© North America Syndica‘te. Inc. World rights reserved. N .‘j U

“Here it is in the fine print: Do not
try this at home.”

www.The Ranchos.com

E Stars

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The week promises a calmer aspect. Although there might be some
lingering effects from a recent job problem, things should continue to ease up. Also expect a change
in a home-based situation.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) If you feel uneasy about a colleague's suggestion, it might be that your
wise inner Taurean guide is alerting you to a potential problem. Stepping away could turn out to be the
right thing to do.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A family get-together opens up new opportunities for renewing ties. It
can be especially effective in dealing with disagreements that should have been resolved but never
fully were.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might be surprised at the response you get to a recent decision. You
might be even more surprised by the reasons behind it. In any event, you'll learn something important.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Your aspects favor resolving any tensions left over from a recent incident.
You might want to consider having a "clear the air" talk as soon as you can. A call can lead to a change
of plans.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Avoid repeating yourself. If your first few efforts fail to connect,
maybe it's because you haven't found the right way to get your message across. Try changing your
approach.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Good intentions plus a strong resolve to succeed can take you
where you want to go. Don't give up just because someone suggests you might be pursuing an
impossible cause.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) An unexpected setback can be a blessing in disguise. Use it
to recheck your facts and how you've presented them. Meanwhile, look for ways to expand your contacts.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You should finally be seeing a positive change in a
recent personal situation. However, an on-the-job matter might need more attention than you realized.
Stay with it!

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) While you should be close to completing an important matter,
you still need to maintain your focus. Things will ease up in time for weekend fun with family and friends.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A certain matter might take an unexpected turn. Don't simply
accept it; ask for an explanation. What you learn might be helpful in shifting the situation around to
your benefit.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Projecting a positive attitude helps restore calm, even when you're
confronting some pretty stormy situations. Stay the course! The outcome will be well worth your
efforts.

Born this Week.

While you enjoy tradition and stability, you also Apprecinte
the qood things that change can ]Wing. You know how
to Achieve A great batance within this area of your Life.

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.




Kids" Maze

-~ BUT NoT ALL
CRITTERS IS MEANT
A TBE YER PAL! o

[ SWEE'PEA, ILOVES |
THAT YAWANTST' |

| MAKE E'RVBoDY [

57 YER FRIEND... [T

R o N = —

{ THERE AN'TSK A IT'S LIKE TH'
SOUL 'ROUND! | WHOLE VALLEY WAS

3 - ABANDONED,

PRESENTS

THE SECRET oF

GOONHALLA W

POPEYE AND SWEE'PEA,
JOINED BY ALICE THE GooN
AND HER CHILD, ALICE JR.,
ARE DELIVERING A SHIPMENT
OF CARROTS To FAR-OFF
GooN VALLEY, UNAWARE
OF WHAT, AND WHO, AWAITS,

] DONTSK WORRY. , : : SWEEPEA, VER RIGHT. INFACK, ||l WHEN DID You HAVE NoT L
WE'LL GIT T'THE AND ME AN' MYSKERIES AIN'TSK | KNows TH FIRSK PLACE |4l A BRIG INSTALLED [ SooN 'NUFF,
BOTTOM OF THIS. [ JuNioR wiLL FER KID-FOLK. YA KIN LooK FER CLUES. IN THE SHIP?! HONESKLY.
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By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Who was
Time Magazine's First Man of the Year in
19277 2. MOVIES: Who was the male lead in
the film "Risky Business"? 3. LITERATURE:
In which novel does the character of Emma
Woodhouse appear? 4. LANGUAGE: What
does the acronym "sonar" stand for? 5. TEL-
EVISION: What was the name of the Dukes'
car on the show "The Dukes of Hazzard"? 6.
HISTORY:: The first atomic submarine was
built in which decade? 7. GEOGRAPHY:
What modern-day country is in the area
known in ancient times as Lusitania? 8. MED-
ICINE: What disease is caused by a deficiency
of Vitamin A? 9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which
U.S. president's image appeared on a dollar
coinin 1971? 10. MATH: What does the sym-
bol "r" stand for in geometry?
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‘ybaagpui sajrey) J0RINY
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Click on ““Local News’ at

A NM < WO O~ 0o,



Amber Waves

" HEY THERE, GIRL. HOW Y [ WHAT ARE YOU THINKING?
ARE YOU DOING TODAY? | | COME ON, SAY SOMETHING.
s I'VE GOT SOME SEED. P | KNOW YOU CAN DO IT!

by Dave T. Phipps

WELL, IF I DID, | CERTAINLY
WOULDN'T START BY USING
A DOUBLE PREPOSITION.

OK, 'M LOSING MY MIND.
I'M ACTUALLY EXPECTING
A CHICKEN TO SPEAK. )

TLL SAY, THEY
HAD To TAKE Mg
To THE "IG.LY

T ONCE. GOT INTURED
IN A "PEEKABOO®
ACCIDENT.

“PaN@EG SIGH lly o) 'eyEoipuAg saunBed Bul 52020
T

by Gary Kopervas

FOR THE LAST TIME, BENTAMIN..
TIMTRLING TO TALK To 4U. o 4oU

M INK 420 COULD STOP SCROLLING
YR FIVE MINUTES ©II

Aeney
BolTwmor

Find at least six differences in details between paneils.
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www.The Ranchos.com
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SUpPoKu

by Linda Thistle
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The Independent

CALL 045-0034

DENNIS THE
MAGIC MAZE @ MENACE

EQNKHDAXURPMIJGD
AXVSQNK[?FDAXEV
TQOMIBTN[IEfHWEF CGC
AYWURPOENNATOL]
HFDBZSMBI|IRIXLDVAT

ATIHHEF

RQOMLKMY|Y

"/
DBZIYWYVEOGTRTAQ
ONWLKEILHNBRHRF
DCAZOXCFFURWAAW
VUSTRNQOGINAOMN
MKJEUSTNUAITHBCF

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all

directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOR MR. -
Cowboy Bob Tommy

Alice Joey

AuntSue  Gina Margaret  Uncle Al
Bamey Henry Martha Walt
Ben Hot Dog Ruff

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al rights reserved,
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southrfeast madera county United
‘Alnon-profitiorganizationldedicated tolimprovinglifeliniSouth: @asﬂ: MaderalCounty,
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CR.HB FEED FUNDRﬂI ER_
DINNER_ & AUCTI®

All-You-Can Eat Cralk & Chickan

Saturcday, May 8 © 5 @.f.
At the Fresno CONVENTION CENTER ¢ Live & Silent Auctions
For tickets, go to www.eastfresnokiwanis.org or call 559-269-3228

SOME of
SEMQU’S

SEMCU meets on the 3rd Tuesday every month

Our next meeting Iis In person on Tuesday, April 15t at 6 p.m.

Online: go to: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the link
by phone: 669-900-6833 - & enter meeting ID#: 836 3242 4343, then access code 854 221
We meet at the Ranchos Library Teleconference Room - 37398 Berkshire Drive, Madera Rancheos Library

559-363-9095 ¢ www.semcu.org e info@semcu.org
FORTHE COMMUNITY, BY THE COMMUNITY




