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U.S. Border Patrol Chief Jason
Owens recently expressed his concerns
about the hundreds of thousands of illegal
aliens who have successfully crossed into
the U.S. homeland, calling it a "national
security threat." Speaking on CBS News'
"Face The Nation," Owens highlighted the
influence of Mexican drug cartels in de-
termining the flow of migrants across the
southern border.

Owens emphasized the challenges
faced by border patrol agents in monitor-
ing the vast expanse of the border and re-
sponding to the constant influx of
migrants. He noted that the tactic em-
ployed by cartels is to push groups of mi-
grants across, diverting the attention of
border officials while potentially engaging
in illicit activities elsewhere.

The chief stressed that the entry of
unknown foreign nationals poses a signif-
icant risk to national security, particularly
with the increasing number of individuals

evading capture. Owens pointed out that
while the total number of entries this fis-
cal year is approaching a million, the
140,000 individuals who have success-
fully evaded apprehension are particularly
concerning.

He underscored the importance of
border security in safeguarding national
interests and preventing potential threats
from entering the country. Owens high-
lighted the vulnerability of the border and
the need to address the issue of unknown
individuals with uncertain intentions
crossing into the U.S.

Overall, Owens' remarks shed light on
the complex challenges faced by border
patrol agents in maintaining security along
the southern border. The issue of illegal
immigration and the influence of drug car-
tels continue to pose significant concerns
for national security, requiring a compre-
hensive and coordinated response to ad-
dress these threats effectively.

Why CA Primary Not Counted?

Two weeks after voting ended in Cal-
ifornia’s primary, there are 166,000 ballots
left to be counted, and a dozen congres-
sional and legislative races remain too
close to call, along with Proposition 1.

While the uncounted ballots are only
about two percent of the 7.7 million cast,
readers have again asked why it takes so
long for California to finish counting votes.

California started mailing ballots to all
registered voters for the November 2020
election. This year, about 50 percent of bal-
lots cast were counted on primary night,
March 5, compared to 41 percent in June
2022, according to data from the Califor-
nia VVoter Foundation.

But processing mail-in ballots can take
time. Any ballots postmarked by March 5
and received by March 12 still get counted.
Also, there are a number of steps county
elections offices take to ensure the integrity
of each voter’s ballot, some of which can’t
start until after election day. And counties
have varying levels of staffing or resources
that can impact how quickly the work is
done. As of Tuesday night, 12 of 58 coun-
ties reported completing their tallies.

“It’s not just about counting ballots,
although that is critically important,” said
Ryan Ronco, president of the California
Association of Clerks and Election Offi-
cials and registrar of voters for Placer
County. “It’s also about counting ballots
accurately with staff that you have that can
commit to that project — knowing that
there are also other legally required proj-
ects that we need to complete during this
period.”

While part of the delay is due to en-

suring accuracy, lengthy vote counts can
create distrust among some Vvoters.

The state passed some laws to try and
speed up the process. One new law allows
counties to immediately scan vote-by-mail
ballots from people who bring them in per-
son. Placer County did so this primary.
About 8,000 people used the system of the
nearly 15,000 who came to vote centers.

Another new law allows counties to
contact voters via email or text for signa-
ture verification. But both laws just went
into effect on Jan. 1, and not all counties
have had the time or resources to opt in yet.

In Orange County, the last batch of no-
tification letters were sent out March 13,
according to Bob Page, the county’s regis-
trar of voters. VVoters have until two days
prior to certification of the election to re-
spond.

Counties have until April 2 to report
the final results of the presidential primar-
ies to the Secretary of State’s office, and
until April 5 for other state races. The Sec-
retary of State will certify the final primary
results by April 12.

In the special congressional election,
the vote count has gone on so long there’s
already another election — The special to
fill the remainder of former House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy’s term in the Republican-
friendly 20th Congressional District.

In returns as of early Wednesday, As-
semblymember Vince Fong had 41 percent
of the vote, fellow Republican and Tulare
County Sheriff Mike Boudreaux had 26
percent and Democratic teacher Marisa

Please see VOTE on P. 17

By Stephen Frank

The year 2023 was a banner year for
public safety. Over 12 million guns were
purchased. Criminals no longer are con-
cerned about the police. They now have
to worry about citizens with guns.

“On July 4, 2023, the Washington
Examiner noted National Instant Criminal
Background Check System (NICS)
checks for gun purchases have been over
a million a month for 47 straight months.

On March 19, 2024, Breitbart News
spoke with National Shooting Sports
Foundation’s Mark Oliva and he said it
has now been 55 consecutive months of
one million-plus NICS checks.”

We need

to  protect
ourselves.
The Second
Amendment
is the an-
Swer.

FBI figures reported by NBC News
on March 19, 2024, show that crime fell
during 2023, a year in which there were
over one million background checks a
month for gun purchases.

Breitbart News spoke with National
Shooting Sports Foundation’s Mark Oliva
and he said it has now been 55 consecu-
tive months of one million-plus NICS
checks.

This means, leading up to 2023 and
throughout 2023, Americans were pour-
ing into gun stores to acquire firearms, yet

Safe Society Is an Armed Socliety

“fourth-quarter numbers” reported by
NBC News showed “a 13 percent decline
in murder in 2023 from 2022, a 6 percent
decline in reported violent crime and a 4
percent decline in reported property
crime.”

Former CIA analyst Jeff Asher com-
mented on the lower crime figures, say-
ing, “It suggests that when we get the final
data in October, we will have seen likely
the largest one-year decline in murder that
has ever been recorded.”

There was a similar situation after
gun sales surged in 2013. Breitbart News
pointed out that private gun sales sky-
rocketed during 2013 with 21,093,273
background checks, and, according to the

FBI,  “of-
fenses” in
the cate-
gories of vi-
olent crimes
and property
crimes de-
creased during the first six months of
2014,

Breitbart News observed a 2012 Con-
gressional Research Service study show-
ing gun ownership jumped from 192
million privately owned guns in 1994 to
309 million in 2009. At the same time, the
“firearm-related murder and non-negli-
gent homicide” of 6.6 per 100,000 Amer-
icans in 1993 fell to 3.6 per 100,000 in
2000 and as far as 3.2 per 100,000 in
2011. A safe society is an armed sciety —
numbers prove it.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Ranchos Students Take Awards at Madera County Academic Decathlon

By Kristi Winter

Liberty High School decathletes came
home with 10 medals in this year’s Madera
County Academic Decathlon. Individual
team members earned eight gold, four sil-
ver and three bronze medals.

Seven schools competed in this 10-

www.The Ranchos.com

event competition answering questions
based on the topic “Technology and Hu-
manity.”

“We are proud of all of our student de-
cathletes for their dedication and determi-
nation to succeed,” said Dr. Cecilia
Massetti, Madera County Superintendent of
Schools.

3/24

3/24

Decathlon teams are comprised of up
to 25 members competing in three levels of
competition: Honor (A), Scholastic (B) and
Varsity (C) students.

A total of 127 medals were handed out
at the awards ceremony. The top scoring
senior from each school received a $250
Pacific Gas and Electric Company Top
Senior scholarship. Anthony Zinzun won
for Liberty High School.

The Liberty High team members, led
by coach Mike Erickson, were: Anya Es-
tampa, Brayden Fischer, lsaiah Fraijo,
Melissa Frandsen, Abigail Garrett, Juliana
Gonzalez, Giovanni Guerrero, Logan
Haines, Brandon Howard, Joseph Laurenti,
Gunreet Mahil, Lissete Morales, Nathan
Nguyen, Isabelle O'Neill, Ashley Ortiz,
Elanah Prugh, Emma Riedinger, Arshbir
Singh, Elena Somilleda, Emilio Somilleda,
Vienna Vasquez, Elijah Witt and Anthony
Zinzun.

The Madera County Academics De-

3/24

cathlon is funded by donations from local
businesses and community members. The
Madera County Schools Foundation
proudly supports the event.

The 2024 Madera County Academic
Mioddle School Pentathlon culminated
with the Super Quiz and Awards Ceremony
on Saturday, March 9 and Ranchos Middle
School came in second place.

“Madera County’s middle school pen-
tathletes continually amaze us at the Pen-
tathlon,” said Dr. Cecilia Massetti. “They
worked hard all year and studied countless
hours, showed exceptional sportsmanship,
team spirit and dedication throughout the
contest. Our students did extremely well.”

Ranchos Middle School and Wasuma
Elementary School tied for third place.

“The Super Quiz is the only commu-
nity event with the Pentathlon and it’s very
exciting to see parents and community

Please see AWARD on P. 17
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

READERS, CHOOSE YOUR OWN
HEADLINE:

“Knowledge is power.”

“Know-nothing politicians
have too much power.”

“QOut of the mouths of
politicians.”

“Politicians: Too much talk,
not enough knowledge.”

Politicians of both political parties
have the “gift of gab,” and much of the
time their gab is without thoughtful rea-
soning or actual knowledge with which to
back up their assertions. Much of the time
their prattle is worthy of being ignored.
Sometimes — or perhaps most of the time
— it is self-serving and/or meaningless.
Sometimes, of course, a politician who
has done his or her homework and be-
lieves in limited government makes a use-
ful proposal, but in too many cases
politicians’ pet proposals may benefit a
few while harming most Americans
and/or the economy which affects every
one of us.

Unfortunately, with today’s prolif-
eration of “news” outlets — whether on-
line, offline, printed, texted, e-mailed,
televised, radioed, phoned or TikTok-ed
—almost every crazy idea proposed by a
politician can be publicized with ap-
proval or scorn, and with great fanfare.
Sometimes, the more absurd the idea, the
wider the coverage. From off-the-cuff
remarks to the latest crazy iterations of
the latest super-liberal politicians’ imag-
inations, a newscaster somewhere or

e

newscasters everywhere, with or without
verifying facts or background, will an-
nounce each as newsworthy and either
worthwhile or harmful. Without the facts
and without using knowledge gained
through research, thoughtful considera-
tion and common sense as their guide,
they tell us that boys can be girls, gov-
ernment needs more money, climate
change is real, Americans can’t exist
without government control, the border
is closed, and more.

A prime example of the absurd is
Congressman Bernie Sanders’ latest pro-
posed bill requiring that employees work
only 32 hours a week but continue to re-
ceive the same pay and benefits as they
did for 40 hours. Most coverage from the
liberal side of “journalism” praises this
with enthusiastic support, but with no
mention that adding astronomical em-
ployer costs for decreased employee pro-
ductivity would surely result in layoffs,
fewer hirings and increased consumer
prices. And of course, they would surely
cause some businesses to close, thus put-
ting employees, whom Bernie claims to
champion, out of jobs.

So, you may be saying to yourself, we
know all that, so what’s the point? The
point is that every-day Americans, of both
Fox News and CNN persuasions and
everything in between, need to study im-
portant issues carefully and make deci-
sions and discuss opinions based on facts,
figures, research and common sense. And
then, without ranting or raving but with
firm convictions, we might influence oth-
ers, using rational opinions based on ra-
tional thought ... and tell politicians,
courteously, what we want them to do,
and why.
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Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

Joe Biden has met the enemy, and it
is smaller packaging for foodstuffs.

The White House is targeting the
practice known as "shrinkflation," or
companies keeping the nominal price of
a product the same while decreasing the
amount. This, naturally, is just another
way of charging more. If the price is the
same, but you're getting only 14 ounces
of Wheat Thins instead of 16, you are
paying more for
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Biden’s War on Packaging

has been blighted by persistently high
prices, especially for food.

A company that is raising its prices
can either charge more or reduce the
size of its product. What Biden is sug-
gesting is that the former is the best op-
tion and companies should always
increase their sticker prices.

If he were being cogent, Biden
should have held up a bag of Doritos in
his Super Bowl video and said, "I don't
care what Frito Lay says -- this bag

should be .50

your whole-wheat

ounces bigger and

ACTUALLY ~ WITH  GIVEN THAT HE'S
JOHN KERRY 'RANGE ~ STARTING TO REE&LIZE
IS&“E ANXIETY. THAT CLIMATE CHANGE

! HYPE.,
&)

shrinkflation in a
Super Bowl video
featuring various
offending snacks,
including Doritos,
Tostitos and
Oreos. He called it

more important things to worry
about than the size of Gatorade
bottles, but such is the White
House's political desperation on
food prices that nothing is too
inane or nonsensical.

crackers. ) ) more  expensive
President One might think that the na- than it is now.
Biden  slammed tjon's chief executive would have How dare corpo-

rate America deal
with  the  stub-
bornly high infla-
tion the last few
years by trying to
hide from people
how they are pay-

The
noependen
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a "rip off," and de-
clared that "the

ing more for food."
Oof course,

American public is
tired of being played for suckers." He
may revisit the theme in his State of the
Union address.

This has to rank as one of the most
economically illiterate and juvenile
presidential crusades in recent history.

Shrinkflation is a symptom of infla-
tion, not a cause. And to the extent it is
fooling anyone about higher prices, it is
helping Biden, whose economic record

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“THIS
NATION'S
MILITARY
OBJECTIVE HAS
ALWAYS BEEN
TO MAINTAIN
PEACE BY
PREVENTING
WAR.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

Biden's goal is to
shift blame, yet complaining about
smaller bags is only another way of
complaining about higher prices. He
might as well be pointing out that beef
now costs an ungodly $8 a pound, or
that the price of baby food has increased
nearly 9% over the past 12 months.

According to a report in The Wall
Street Journal, consumers are spending
the highest proportion of their dispos-
able income on food since 1991.

The focus on shrinkflation is a vari-
ant of the corporate-greed argument ad-
vanced by Elizabeth Warren and other
progressives. It maintains that inflation
is an artifact of companies arbitrarily
deciding to raise prices to boost their
profits. There is a basic implausibility in
this theory. It assumes that for several
decades during the long period of low
inflation in the U.S. corporations didn't
use this pricing power. Then, they sud-
denly decided to wield it beginning in
2021, coinciding with a period of sup-
ply-chain disruptions, loose monetary
policy and extravagant federal spending
-- all of which one would expect to be
drivers of inflation.

As for shrinkflation, even the con-
sumer advocate who has been briefing
the White House on this trend, Edgar
Dworsky, admits that "these tactics tend

Please see LOWRY on P. 9
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Green Means ... Not so Fast ...

So ... | happen to be color
blind. Not the, “l only see in
grayscale,” type but the, “I can’t
differentiate between shades,”
type. It’s rare for a female and at
times it’s annoying, but I know I
could have been dealt a much
worse hand, so no complaints here.
There are some funny stories,
though.

As a quick background on my
eyeballs and the severity of color
blindness that | have, I’m what you
would call “red-green deficient.” |
can see red but can’t differentiate
certain shades. Green, however, is
basically a void. I usually see gray.
Sometimes | see brown, like trees
and grass are all one big lump of
brown to me. Occasionally, | see
yellow if someone is rocking some
lime-green in my field of vision,
but the bottom line is green is def-
initely not my color.

why she so often is the joke, but |
digress. As | cracked up at both her
lack of a sense of humor and her
audacity, | remembered another
time someone who was not color
blind tried to tell me what it was
like being color blind.

Many years ago, back when |
wore contacts, | was at my annual
eye checkup to get my prescription
renewed and seeing an optometrist
| hadn’t seen before. As my color
blindness does have to do with my

I’'m writing eyes, | would al-
this on  St. ways let a new
Patrick’s Day, I’'m what you would call provider know
so right away <«reqd.green deficient.” | can about my condi-
you can - Se€ see red but can’t differentiate ton- Sitting in
where I’'m . had h the chair, mak-
going with this, Certa!n SERlEs, Gre?n’ OW= ing the initial
right? Everyone €Ver, is basically a void. | usu- «pjce to meet

dons their fa-
vorite shade of
green and basi-

ally see gray.

you” chit-chat, |
told her | was
color blind, red-

cally I’'m
treated to what | imagine the world
might look like if I did actually see
only in grayscale, especially my
Facebook feed. It’s like the color
just gets shut off at midnight. So, |
thought I would be funny and post
a black and white picture of a lep-
rechaun captioned with, “Happy
Everything is Green Day!” | fig-
ured most of the people wouldn’t
get the joke, but those that knew
me well would have a little
chuckle. 1 didn’t expect to get a
text from a friend, who knows I'm
color blind, telling me that | posted
a black and white picture and
should take it down before | get
embarrassed. Which was an amus-
ing enough response, but she fol-
lowed it up by telling me how color
blindness works and that | should
have at least been able to tell that
picture was black and white. Well,
thank you for the lesson, Louise.
She was never really good at get-
ting the joke, which is probably

green deficient.
To which she responded, women
aren’t color blind, but anyone can
confuse colors from time to time,
so that’s probably what was hap-
pening. | really did think she was
joking for a moment, but | suppose
the look on my face made her feel
the need to elaborate on how color
is a spectrum and just because | see
something as one shade, and some-
one else sees it as another, doesn’t
mean I’m color blind.

At the time | didn’t think it was
possible to be that condescending,
dismissive, and yet wrong all at the
same time, but having lived
through both the 2016 and 2020
election cycles, | now know better.
In any event, | told her | was quite
certain women can be color blind
as | am, demonstrably, a woman
and had been diagnosed by a real
medical doctor when | was a child.
| even gave her the official diagno-

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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sis, deuteranopia, and explained to
her the process | underwent as a lit-
tle girl hoping she would see | was-
n’t just some weirdo wandering in
off the street with some crazy story
hoping to score those awesome new
color blindness drugs that are all the
rage these days.

She remained unconvinced. She
grabbed a book from her shelf,
opened it up and asked me to read
off the numbers hidden inside the
circles with the different colored
dots. If you haven’t seen these be-
fore, you can google them. They’re
interesting. | read off the numbers |
could see, and then those | couldn’t
(which were in the green-red spec-
trum if you couldn’t see that com-
ing) | told her | couldn’t see a
number.

Visibly exasperated with me, she

pointed to one of the circles and
asked if | really couldn’t see the
number “nine.” So, | said, “Okay,
it’s a number nine.” Triumphantly
she pronounced that she was right
and | wasn’t color blind. I realize at
this point I should have just gotten
up and left, but I was young and
naive and didn’t think I was allowed
to do that, so | persevered and re-
minded her that she had just told me
the number. She stared at the book
for what felt like at least a minute
and finally pronounced, with the
kind of arrogance only a doctor
could muster, that I was color blind.

I think of that interaction often.
It’s not the only time | was told that
I wasn’t color blind, but it is the
only time a doctor told me that it
wasn’t even possible. And today,
when my friend texted me, all |
could think was maybe she should
have been an eye doctor.

3/24

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

We also have a wide selection of

559-268-6650
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More than 20,000
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Let us help prepare your
trees for summer!
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Out of Sorts?

Sort it Out!

While walking through
the Target parking lot, |
overheard a young woman
say to her friends, “I don’t
want to go home — I’'m
drowning in clean laundry

and don’t want to deal with
it.” She was feeling out of

ment come to me to help
them sort things out.
Sorting isn’t the only

step in organizing, but it is
foundational. Without it we
fail to solve the problem.
Here are four examples of
sorting things out in your
home.

Paper: We haven’t yet
achieved the “paperless soci-
ety” predicted in the late
70s. Regardless of how much
or little you have, you can
sort all your paper into these
four categories: recycle,
shred, active and archive.
This typically provides im-
mediate relief from more
than half your paper. Contact

me for a Paper Retention
Guide to help you with what
to save, and a Piles to Files

instruction sheet for active
paperwork (info@organized-
bychoice.com).

sorts. Pantries:

Ever no- Start with a
tice that I’ve made a career out macro  sort,
when you’re of sorting. Playrooms, F¢émoving
out of sorts, - K items that
you probably pantries, paper stacks, don’t belong
need to sort closets, cupboards and _ stale or
something keepsakes. Piles on the e x pired
out? An out- counter and piles four items, pur-
of-sorts rela- fagpt deep. People feeling chased but no
tionship ot of sorts about their °on9er — de-
needs time ] sired, quanti-
and attention €nvironment come to mMe ¢jes above
to sort things to help them sort things and beyond
out. When out. what you will
w e ' r e use or what
stressed you have
about fi- space for.

nances, we sort them out.
Dictionary.com defines
“sort out” as finding a solu-
tion to a problem, to make
clear or tidy, and to take or

separate, as from a larger
group.
We practice sorting as

preschoolers. It’s important
in our cognitive development
and helps us learn math and
language. There are benefits,
however, that go far beyond
our early years.

I’ve made a career out of
sorting. Playrooms, pantries,
paper stacks, closets, cup-
boards and keepsakes. Piles
on the counter and piles four
feet deep. People feeling out
of sorts about their environ-

Usable items can be shared
in the Blessing Box near the
Ranchos Café. Next is the
micro sort. Put items into
categories — baking, canned
foods, beverages, chips and
crackers, sauces, breakfast
foods, etc. Once they’re
sorted, they’re much easier

to find.

Playrooms: Macro-sort
the items that don’t belong.
For example, toys that are
outgrown, broken or worn
out. Things that are never
played with. Unnecessary
multiples, and of course,
items that belong somewhere
else. Follow up with a micro

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 9




Page 8

Vote for Four

(March 2014)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, |
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and | hope you enjoy them
all over again.

A few months ago | was
reading an article on the inter-
net that told what each of our
44 presidents liked to eat. It
was very interesting and |
thought I might just do a col-
umn on it in a future issue of
the Ranchos Independent. As
our local political campaign
becomes more active out here,
| remembered that article and
thought it would be fun to see

}73 Jean Briner

1% C heavy cream

1% C whole milk

1-3 T sugar

1 small garlic clove, minced

Y C parsley, chopped

Y2 - % cup flour

1 to 2 shakes hot sauce

Salt and black pepper to
taste

Cook bacon and onion in
small amount of oil until onions
turn slightly transparent. Add
clams, cream, milk, potatoes,
butter, thyme, bay leaves, gar-
lic, sugar, salt, pepper to taste
and cook for 20 to 30 minutes.
Then add parsley, hot sauce and
flour to get soup to desired

what the candidates’ families thickness. Cook another 10 min-
like to eat. An invitation was utes and serve with sourdough
extended to each candidate, bread or oyster crackers. Some
asking each of ingredients
them to send have optional
the!r favorl_te Some recipes — and amount so you
recipe to be in- can make to
cluded in an N@mes — from the past your own taste.
issue of the share some famlly favorites Our main
paper  before that we tied into the politi- course is from
the election. cal race of 2014. Dusty Gauthier,

When | showed
Randy the first

wife of Frank

four recipes |
received, he laughed and said,
“This is perfect. You have a
three course meal, with cookies
for a snack later.”
Here are the
ceived, not necessarily in the
order | received them, but in
the order of our “meal.” And
remember: these may not be the
way YOU prepare similar food,
but it’s the way these candi-

recipes | re-

dates said they like them.
Enjoy!
Gary Johns, candidate for

Supervisor in District 1, sent a
recipe for our first course — my
absolute favorite type of soup:

Gary’s Monterey Chowder

2-6 Y% o0z. cans chopped
clams

1 small minced onion

4 slices bacon, diced

2-3 potatoes cubed

% cube butter

1-2 tsp. thyme

1-2 bay leaves

Gauthier, can-
didate for
Madera County Sheriff. | can

remember my mom fixing a dish
similar to this. Dusty said in her
note that Frank grew up on this.
The recipe came from both of
his grandmothers.
Granny’s Goulash
1 % Lbs. Hamburger
onion
tsp. salt
tsp. pepper
tsp. garlic salt
tsp. chili powder
tsp. seasoning salt
cans tomato sauce
cans tomato paste
can kidney beans
can kernel corn
2 cups small elbow noodles
Cook hamburger meat and
onion until browned. Add
spices, tomato sauce and tomato
paste. Drain kidney beans and
corn. Add to the meat and sauce
mixture. In separate pot boil
noodles per package directions.

PR NONR R R RP e

When cooked, drain and mix
with the meat mixture. Put in a
9 x 13 baking dish. Sprinkle
with cheese and bake in a 350
oven until cheese is melted.
When | read our dessert
recipe, a pie recipe from Jay
Varney, also a candidate for
Madera County Sheriff, it re-
ally brought back the memories.
When my sister (Randy’s Mom)
was going with Randy’s Dad,
our families (the Briners and
Baileys) would get together for
pot luck dinners on Sundays
after church and on Thanksgiv-
ing. On Thanksgiving there
would always be a chess pie
since that was Mr. Bailey’s
(Randy’s grandfather) favorite
pie. Jay writes that this recipe
comes from one of Amy’s
coworkers while they were in
Dallas and they have been en-

joying it for the past 30 years.

Southern Chess Pie

3 whole eggs

1T corn meal

2 T flour

Y% tsp. vanilla

Y% tsp. lemon flavor

3 T juice of fresh lemon

1% C sugar

Y% C buttermilk

1 stick melted butter

1 deep dish pie shell

Beat eggs about 2 minutes.
Then add remaining ingredi-
ents, mixing well. Pour into an
unbaked deep-dish pie shell.
Bake @ 350 for approx. 30-40
minutes until set.

I understand Jay also makes
a mean batch of fudge.

Our snack for later comes
from Greg Noll, our third can-

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

PET WASTE REMOVAL

Hs% ThePoopFairies.com

Yard Gate Safety » Sanitize/Deodorize » Waste Monitoring

559-GOT-POOP

(559-468-7667)

599-824-6336

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

_______________________________________

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com

and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”

Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee « Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome
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it &, G)wﬂé Studis ¢ ‘BA’Ague * Wood Jtemd

Over 15 years of experience

Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

CALL FOR AN INSPECTION TODAY!
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Click on ““Local News’ at



RECIPES cont. from P. 8

didate for Sheriff. Who does-
n’t like chocolate chip cookies?
Rocky Mountain Chocolate
Chip Cookies
Preheat oven to 350
1 C sugar
1 C light brown sugar
2 eggs
2 tsp. vanilla
2 T milk
1 stick butter
1 stick margarine
4 C flour
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda
1 bag chocolate chips
2 C oats

Mix together with a mixer
the sugars, eggs, vanilla, milk,
butter and margarine. Mix the
flour, salt, baking powder and
baking soda and add to butter
and eggs mix, mixing well. Add
the chocolate chips and oats by
hand. Bake for approximately 8
— 12 minutes, depending if you
prefer chewy or crunchy cook-
ies. Will make 24 large or 36
small cookies.

I want to thank each of these
candidates sincerely for their
contributions to this column. |
thought it was fun, I wish them
well in the upcoming election
and am looking forward to the
next group.

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

www.The Ranchos.com

GRAND OPENING SALEY
SPECIAL PRICING ON TRI-TIP

FULL GROCERY STORE - BUTCHER SHOP
FULL SERVICE DELI - MON - SAT 10-?

LOWRY cont. fromP. 5

drivers of inflation.

As for shrinkflation, even the con-
sumer advocate who has been briefing
the White House on this trend, Edgar
Dworsky, admits that "these tactics
tend to become more prevalent during
times of high inflation,” in the words
of a CNBC report.

The causes of higher food prices,
by the way, aren't a mystery. Why is
the price of beef elevated? The supply
of cattle has declined. What's up with
the more expensive Oreos? Cocoa
prices, The Wall Street Journal reports,
recently passed a 46-year record. And
labor costs have gone up with increases
in the minimum wage in states across
the country.

Page 9

Still, The New York Times reports
that the White House is considering
new executive actions to crack down
on shrinkflation. Assuming it's within
the power of the presidency to influ-
ence the size of bags, boxes and bottles
of food and drink, forcing them to stay
larger would only render the underly-
ing price increases more plain.

One might think that the nation's
chief executive would have more im-
portant things to worry about than the
size of Gatorade bottles, but such is the
White House's political desperation on
food prices that nothing is too inane or
nonsensical.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.
© 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

sort to create zones for like
things: books, dolls, cars,
board games, video games,

Legos, etc. If you continue to
feel out of sorts, there’s prob-
ably still too much stuff. Less
is more when it comes to toys.

Closets: Macro-sort the
items that don’t belong (see
the pattern?). Julie Morgen-

stern says, “Think of your
closets as a place to ‘re-
trieve’ items rather than

‘store’ them.” This means that
the things that belong are the
things you use, and the things
that don’t belong are the
things you don’t use. Once
you have sorted out the items
you don’t use, micro-sort the

remainder into categories:
household items, decorations,
linens, etc. Depending on the
quantity of items per cate-
gory, micro-sort further. Sort
decorations by holiday or sea-
son, linens by color, size, lo-
cation used, etc.

I wanted to stop the young
lady with the laundry issue
and encourage her to “sort it
out.” Yes, even clean piles of
laundry are easier to deal with
when first sorted into smaller
sections of underwear, socks,
shirts, pants, etc.

When things are all mixed
together it can seem over-
whelming. Whatever has you
feeling out of sorts in your
home will become more man-
ageable as you sort it out.

IIRENESS BT RSHSREASIEE DB E B A

Now acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace;
thereby good will come to you.
Receive, please, instruction from His mouth,
and lay up His words in your heart.
If you return to the Almighty, you will be built up;
you will remove iniquity far from your tents.

JOB 22:21-23

® 2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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Senior Report

Spring Showers Bring May Flowers to the Madera Ranchos

ities to host the Senior Lunch Program. Jaime is the person to con-
tact at the Senior Center, so you can enroll in the program. She is

April is just around the corner and the next Monthly Satur- available every day the Senior Center is open and is happy to meet
day Sale is on April 6 from 8 a.m. to noon at the Ranchos/Hills new people who are interested in joining the Senior Lunch Pro-

By Melanie Williams

Senior Center. We hope to see
everyone out and enjoying a bright
sunny day on the first Saturday in
April.

It’s been a wet, snowy season
and this brings hope for many gar-
den flowers to bloom in spring.
Spring has sprung, so come have
some fun at the Spring Fling Potluck
Game Night at the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center on Thursday, April 11
at 5 p.m. The Spring Fling Potluck
promises to bring in the joy of the
April spring season. If you plan to
attend the Potluck and Game Night,
please call the Senior Center at 559-
645-4864 for more details.

The Glorious Garden Tour is
back this spring on Saturday, April

gram.

We welcome visitors and members
to come any Thursday afternoon at
12:15 p.m. to enjoy activities like
table games, cards and puzzles. Thurs-
days are open for sharing new experi-
ences and having fun being together at
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

Brown Bag Day is on Wednesday,
April 17 from 10 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
The Madera Food Bank is still taking
applications for Brown Bag. If you
are interested in participating in the
Brown Bag Program, call the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center for an appli-
cation and more information.

The Odd Fellows Breakfast is on
Sunday, April 21. They serve hot
breakfast anytime from 7:30 a.m. to

13. It is a self-guided tour of local gardens in the Madera area 11 a.m. The cost is $9 per person at the Odd Fellows building on
and the event is sponsored by the UC Master Gardener Pro- Ave. 15 and Road 29 in Madera. If you would like to have a great
gram of Madera County and the Three Sisters Demonstration homemade Sunday breakfast, come to the Odd Fellows Breakfast.

Garden at Madera Community College. The Ranchos/Hills Sen-
ior Center is volunteering to help sell tickets for this event.
If you wish to purchase advance tickets to the Glorious Gar-

den Tour, the Senior Center will have them available. The cost formations are beautiful and inevitable.” — Ellen Lovell

is $25 for an adult and children 12 and under are free. You
must have the exact dollar amount, or a check written out to
Friends of the Three Sisters Garden to purchase tickets at the
Senior Center.

Our first trip of 2024 is on Sunday, April 14 to the Golden
Chain Theater in Oakhurst. We have a group from the Senior
Center going to see the play, Fiddler on the Roof. You can still
get tickets through the Golden Chain Theater website.

The Ranchos/Hills seniors are excited about our trip to
visit the Veteran’s Memorial Museum in Fresno. We are plan-
ning a tour of the museum on Saturday, April 27. The museum
displays many authentic artifacts from WWII, the Korean War
and the Vietnam War. Articles on display were donated to the
Veteran’s Memorial Museum from local retired veterans in the
Central Valley. The museum is the “Home of the Legion of
Valor” for Fresno. Members of the Legion of Valor have pro-
grams that support active-duty military personnel as well as
veterans who have served our country. If you would like to at-
tend with our senior group, please call the Senior Center by
Thursday, April 25 to make reservations for the tour. Admis-
sion is free and transportation is not provided, but carpooling
is encouraged.

The March Menu is out for the Senior Lunch Program at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. Senior hot lunches are free to all
seniors 60 years and older in the community surrounding the
Madera Ranchos. It is funded by the Fresno-Madera Agency on
Aging. The organization suggests a donation of $2.50 to help
keep the program going in rural areas of Fresno and Madera
Counties. It is a wonderful hot meal, and gathering with other
seniors at lunch is a great opportunity for good conversation.
The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center is one of the designated facil-

The celebration of Earth Day is April 22.

Quote for April: “April is a gentle reminder that life’s trans-

DRILLING AND

PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
674-1663
23338 Ave. 14 Family Owaed
Madera Seuce 19576

3/24

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Say you saw it in the Jndependent

www. The Ranchos.com

Sierra Shadows 4-H
By Mikayla Carr

This month the Sierra Shadows 4-H
had County Presentation Day. 4-H mem-
bers of Madera County get together and
share their presentations on various sub-
jects and are judged on them. The Sierra
Shadows 4-H members Emmie and Abbi
Rosier, Landon Davis, and Jamey and Annalise Crandall, medaled gold and are mov-
ing on to Regionals, so be sure to congratulate the members who participated in this.

Moving on to the officers of the month, get ready to learn about the 2023-2024
Sierra Shadows recreation officers Micah Lee and Annalise Crandall. The recreation
officers plan the games and activities to make the monthly club meetings even more
exciting. Some of the games that they planned this year were musical chairs, egg
spoon race and paper airplane race. These two officers work very hard and the club
would not be the same without them.

The Sierra Shadows 4-H club had a meeting on
Tuesday, March 12 where the members had our
meeting announcements and at the end of the meet-
ing, a raffle.

Sierra Shadows member Jamey Crandall
hosted a canned food drive. The members of 4-H,
who went to the meeting, brought canned food do-
nations to be taken to the Madera County Food
Bank.

Coming up May 8-11 we have the Chowchilla
Fair. At the Chowchilla Fair members of our 4-H
enter items such as baked goods and crafts. They
also enter small and large animals to be judged.
Coming up this summer is our 4-H camp at Camp

Keola. Members go to the mountains to enjoy fun

Sierra Shadows Recreation Of-  activities like baking and arts and crafts. This is a
ficers for 2023-2024 are, from left, : really good experience to learn new things.
Annalise Crandall and Micah Lee . Small Animal Expo was also this month on
Also present is 4-H member Brooke - synday, March 24. It included 4-H members of
L Madera showing off their knowledge of their small
animals including chickens, rabbits, dogs and goats. The Large Animal Expo is the
next event and it’s scheduled for Sunday, April 21.

These are fun days for Sierra Shadows members since they can earn pins and
medals. All members who enter their animals in this expo really enjoy it.

In honor of National Women’s Month, we have a quote from Rosa Parks: “To
bring change, you must not be afraid to take the first step. We will fail when we fail
to try.”

Golden Oak 4-H
By Wyatt Morgan

At the March meeting of the Golden Oak 4-H
Club, two Emerald Star Program candidates, Grif-
fin Williams-Smith and Hunter Williams-Smith,
were interviewed. The Emerald Star program is de-
signed for intermediate and senior 4-H members.
In general, the Emerald Star Program’s purpose in-
cludes:

1. Providing an opportunity for 4-H mem-
bers to develop projects in their community or in
4-H beyond the club level.

2. Improving, creating, and expanding 4-H
programs.

3. Helping individual 4-H members grow
and improve in the areas of organization, leader-
ship, and project planning. O] ¢

This program is designed to help youth learn Williams-Smith —and
about project planning, organization and presenta- 'V!Iiams-Smith.
tion. Typically, youth develop an action plan for Please see 4-H on P. 17

Golden Oak 4-H Emerald Star
Project candidates, Hunter
Griffen
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The 31st Arvuialds
Flatlonders Day
is Almost Herel

The 31st Annual Flatlanders Day Parade, spon-
sored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, is
coming Saturday, May 18 beginning at 10 a.m. and will
showecase local groups, businesses and individuals from
the Ranchos and beyond. This year it will be held at
Liberty High at the Stadium. There’s a food and crafts
fair that will be held at the High School as well that will
last into the afternoon.

An entry form for the parade is to the right and ap-
plications for booths at the food and crafts fair are also
available from the Chamber.

New Membersy

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to
welcome these new members to our business family

Mark Aivazian

The Butcher Boss

Sherice Dabbs
Slim Dilly Dogs

Adventist Health

Crabr Feed 700 Sponsors

The 20th Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Crab Feed was a success thanks to special sponsors:

Gunner Ranch Pistoresi Ambulance
North Fork Rancheria Bret Frazier
John Finley Auctions R Us
Reitz R Team Vince Guthrie
SEMCU Hand and Stone
Liberty Café Mike and LeAnn
c3 Ranch Fursman

A special “Thank You” for the Ranchos Kiwanis’ help!

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN FROM YOUR
2024 Flatlander’s Day

Parade Day: Saturday, May 18, 2024 ¢ $20 Entry Fee
Groupd Individual O Business [l

Group or Business Name

3/24
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Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Phone:

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? O Yes 0O No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length— ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry):

O Horses (Single) OHorses (Group) Explain:
0O Band/Music Name:

O Floats (Non-profit) Name:
O Floats (Business) Name:
O Floats (Other) Name:
O Children’s Groups Name:
O Dance Groups Name:
O Single Entry (Children) Name:
O Single Entry (Adult) Name:
O Vehicle Type:
O Novelty Name:
O Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp! « Registration of entries
begins at 8:30 a.m. ¢ Parade route: Road 36 between
Ardath to Ave. 12 in front of Liberty High
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide by all
parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials and agree to
release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any
person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature: Date:
Bring, fax or mail this form by May 6 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C » Madera, CA 93636 « Fax 645-4002 « Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next
meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12
Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on April 10 and help plan the
31st Annual Flatlanders Day Parade. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on ““Local News™ at



SUNDAY
WWW_.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

IO AM AT LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL

IN THE MAYWOOD CENTER | 37193 AVE 12 #3H MADERRA, CA 93636 | INFO@ACTS176.COM

—prron ] SUNDAY SERVICES AT 9 & 10:30 AM
“‘""'“i F—————— CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE

A | JR HIGH 2ND SERVICE

’Fllpslde Christian Chureh | 0 wivchen

L "] YOUTH MIDWEEK SCHEDULE

ey @ j’w §
A 37193 AVE 12 #3H W HIGE | SEND RS s o b

MADERA, CA 93636 HIGH SCHOOL | WEDNESDRAYS # - 9 PM

SEE YOU SUNDRAVY!

www.The Ranchos.com
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By Anthony Forestiere
Accountant for SEMCU

A Word to the Wise:
Navigating the 2024 Tax
Landscape includes some

changes to IRS and California
State tax laws.

As the calendar turns to 2024, tax-
payers across the United States are brac-
ing for changes in tax laws that could
impact their financial planning and ob-
ligations. Both the Internal Revenue
Service and individual state govern-
ments, including California, have ad-
justed their tax regulations, aiming to
adapt to evolving economic landscapes
and fiscal priorities. Let's delve into the
significant changes taxpayers need to be
aware of in 2024 regarding both federal
and California state taxes.

Federal Tax Changes

1. Inflation Adjustments: The IRS

typically adjusts tax brackets, standard

deductions and other tax-related figures
annually to account for inflation. Tax-
payers can expect these adjustments to
continue in 2024, affecting their taxable
income and overall tax liability.

2. Retirement Savings Contribution
Limits: The contribution limits for re-
tirement savings accounts such as
401(k)s, 403(b)s, and IRAs may see ad-
justments in 2024. These changes could
influence individuals' retirement plan-
ning strategies and tax obligations.

3. Changes to Tax Credits and De-
ductions: Taxpayers should stay in-
formed about alterations to tax credits
and deductions, including those related
to education expenses, childcare costs,
and energy-efficient home improve-
ments. Keeping abreast of these modifi-
cations can help individuals maximize
their tax savings.

4. Enhanced Enforcement Efforts:
The IRS continues to prioritize enforce-
ment efforts to ensure taxpayer compli-
ance. Taxpayers should be vigilant in
accurately reporting their income and
complying with tax laws to avoid poten-
tial penalties and audits.

California State Tax Changes

1. Progressive Taxation Adjust-
ments: California's progressive tax sys-
tem may see adjustments in 2024,

affecting taxpayers across different in-
come brackets. Changes in tax rates and
income thresholds could impact individ-
uals and businesses alike.

2. Focus on Environmental Initia-
tives: California often leads the nation in
implementing environmental initiatives,
and tax policies are no exception. Tax in-
centives and credits related to renewable
energy investments, green technology
adoption and environmental conserva-
tion efforts may undergo changes to en-
courage sustainable practices.

3. Updates to State Tax Credits
and Deductions: Similar to federal
tax laws, California's state tax credits and
deductions may experience revisions in
2024. Taxpayers should remain informed
about changes that could impact their el-
igibility for credits and deductions, such
as those for education expenses, health-
care costs and charitable contributions.

4. Increased Scrutiny on High-In-
come Earners: High-income earners in
California may face heightened scrutiny
from state tax authorities. Compliance
efforts targeting wealthy individuals and
businesses aim to ensure fair taxation
and address potential instances of tax
evasion or avoidance.

Navigating the intricacies of tax
laws, whether at the federal or state

level, requires vigilance and awareness
of the latest updates and changes. As tax-
payers prepare their financial affairs for
2024, staying informed about IRS regu-
lations and California state tax laws is
paramount. Seeking guidance from tax
professionals and leveraging available
resources can help individuals and busi-
nesses navigate the complexities of the
tax landscape and make informed deci-
sions to optimize their financial well-
being while fulfilling their tax
obligations.

Please join SEMCU in making a
difference and improving our commu-
nity. We invite our community members
to participate in our initiatives. We al-
ways welcome new board members
from our community. Together we can
build a stronger, more vibrant commu-
nity.

SEMCU meets only once a month
for about an hour at 6 p.m. on the third
Tuesday of every month at the Ranchos
Library at 37398 Berkshire Dr. Or you
may attend by going online to
www.semcu.org for the link and simple
instructions. You may also phone in by
calling 669-900-6833 then enter ID#
83632424343 followed by code 854221.

SEMCU is “By the Community,

For the Community”

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

3124

645-4730 °
Juc imisses ¥ 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Fresno 447-5815

WE’RE ON THE WEHEB!

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006)

www.TheRanchos.com

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Caesar Dents

& Auto Body Repair

1146 Barstow #G e Clovis

559-797-2528

Auto ¢ Aircraft « Boats

3/24

Click on ““Local News’ at
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e Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set!

» Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your
utility company and only pay for the energy you use.

 More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you

559-978-7448

6081 N 1st Street ° Suite 101 - Fresno ° info@solarbystellar.com

3/24

$1,200 average first year savings ¢ 5 Star rating on Google * Kuubix Master Dealer « FREE Estimate

www.The Ranchos.com
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Kiwanis Korner

Kiwanis Name Change Looming

By Sally Rowden

Springtime is approaching. Our Spring Raffle has been underway. If you
haven’t purchased a raffle ticket, you’ll want to do so very soon as Thursday,
March 28 is the day we draw the winning ticket. You could win a bucketful of
sweet bunny goodies and a large stuffed “Squishmallow” named Keisha. You
can reach out to Sally Rowden at 559-908-7073 for raffle tickets. Call or text.

I want to acknowledge and briefly highlight our guest speakers in the last
few months. Supervisor Jordan Wamhoff was our guest speaker in December.

He shared information regarding the
possibility of a community park being
established, traffic safety happenings,
CHP officer coverage and
unhoused/homeless individuals. For me,
the statistic of 77,000 vehicles passing
through Hwy. 41 and Avenue 12 a day
was astounding.

In January, the Madera Community
College Athletic Coordinator, Kristen
Mattox, shared time with us. Lots of ex-
citing happenings in all areas of sports.
Eleven of the students are qualifying for

Real Estate

your real estate
dreams a reality.

“Real estate is
my life! | make

3/24

Jim Horton explains the foundation he
created in memory of his late son. He talked to
the Ranchos Kiwanis about the Zachary Hor-
ton Foundation — Breaking The Stigma of Ad-
diction.

the Kiwanis Torch of Excellence. This
is an event partnered between the State
Center Community College Districts
and the Kiwanis Clubs of District 5.

Student-athlete’s academic achieve-
ments are celebrated along with their athletic achievements.

Sally Moreno, our own Madera County District Attorney, visited us in Feb-
ruary. She gave us valuable information regarding the initiative called “The
Homelessness, Drug Addiction and Theft Reduction Act.” DA Moreno in col-
laboration with other DAs in California are attempting to correct Prop 47. They
are hoping to add this measure to the November ballot. For more information go
to casafecommunities.com

This month Jim Horton, a Kiwanis member from the Clovis Club, was our
guest speaker. He and his wife estab-
lished the Zachary Horton Foundation.

This foundation provides complete in-
formational resources related to sub-
stance use disorder. Their son, Zachary
John, passed away suddenly from an opi-
oid addiction. A situation in which fen-
tanyl became unexpectedly involved.
Jim gave a passionate presentation along
with teaching us about Narcan usage,
and how to administer and keep Narcan
readily available. Thank you to two of

our Golden Valley School Board
Trustees, Steve Lewis and Andy
Wheeler, for giving their time to be in
attendance.

Another huge thank you to the attendees of the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce Crab Feed. As your servers, your generous tipping granted us $526.
The monies will support The John Minney — Liberty High School — Scholarship
Fundraiser for our graduating seniors. We are continuing our fundraising efforts
through May. See our Venmo QR Code for donations. We would also like to
thank the following individuals and/or businesses that have currently donated:
Britz/Sun West; Mr. John Minney; Pistoresi Ambulance; and Wight Water Pool
Service and Supplies.

In the months to come you’ll find

us at the following two community Please see KIWANIS on P. 17

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

TIME FOR A HOME CHANGE?

LET ME HELP YOU!

ANA MARIE SHERWOOD, REALTOR®
559-903-0855

ASHERWEIEID@EUARANTEE.EEIM
DRE LIC. #D1894032

3/24

The Luxury
Home Realtor

an expert in your area!

559-790-4729

Folland@comcast.net

TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com

7;14{} Loedd] ﬁaé fv/e/f'b‘

Available for all your Real Estate and investment needs

3/24

Lournie Folland
559-790-4729

Folland@comcast.net

BRE #01316346

Click on “Local News’ at



KIWANIS cont. from P. 16

events: The Webster Elementary School
Carnival on Friday, April 19, presented
by the Webster Parent Club. It is well
underway to provide a fun-filled time.
Then on Saturday, May 18 it’s Flat-
lander’s Day and Parade at the Liberty
High School campus. Another event that
will be exciting to attend. Mark your cal-
endars.

The Kiwanis Club of Madera Ran-
chos is in the process of changing its
name. With the Eastern Madera growth

of Riverstone and Tesoro Viejo, along
with our continued growth in our many
existing areas, we want to have an iden-
tity for all. We are asking that you share
your name change ideas with us by
emailing Sally Rowden at rowden-
sally2@gmail.com We will keep you up-
dated in the continuing publications of
The Independent.

We hope for all celebrating this
Easter Sunday that you have an egg-stra
special celebration and enjoy the sweet-
ness of the day.

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

4-H cont. from P. 11

some type of multi-county event which
they then organize and facilitate. After
completion and presentation of their proj-
ect, they are awarded with the Emerald
Star ranking.

Both candidates were asked a series of
eight questions, which are listed here
along with their responses.

1. Can you briefly describe what
you are doing to get your Emerald Star?

Griffin: Making a goat book for
equipment identification.

Hunter: Making a booklet on poultry
showmanship and how to study for it.

2. Why is this something you want
to achieve?

Griffin: To get all of my stars.

Hunter: To complete all of my stars.

3. Who is this important for?

Griffin: Myself.

Hunter: For new people getting into
poultry.

4.  Why is this important for them?

Griffin: So I could complete all my

stars.

Hunter: Because | wish I had this infor-
mation and opportunities when | was new.

5. Who or What inspired you to try
and earn this?

Griffin: My Mom, so | could com-
plete all my stars.

Hunter: My Mom inspired me.

6. Why did that inspire you?

Griffin: So | could complete all
my stars.

Hunter: Because | thought it
would be an interesting thing to achieve

7. Why did you want to do this cer-
tain project to earn your Emerald Star?

Griffin: Because | have worked with
goats for a while and | want to teach others.

Hunter: Because | wish | had this in-
formation.

8. What advice would you give to
members who are trying to get their
Emerald Star?

Griffin: Focus on why you want to
complete your project.

Hunter: Think of something that you
didn’t have and give it to others.

AWARD cont. from P. 3

members cheer for their team,” said Tricia
Protzman, Deputy Superintendent, Madera
County Superintendent of Schools “The en-
thusiasm displayed by pentathletes and
spectators is incredible.”

This year teams consisted of a combi-
nation of 7th and 8th grade students. Indi-
vidual medals for each subject were handed

out based on grade level. Each team con-
sisted of up to 25 students. Students had to
compete in all five events to earn medals.
Teams had been practicing for this event
since October.

The Academic Pentathlon is sponsored
by Madera County Superintendent of
Schools and the Madera County Schools
Foundation and supported by community
donations.

VOTE cont. from P. 2

Wood had 23 percent. If no one wins 50
percent plus one, there will be a runoff be-
tween the top two on May 21. The AP de-
clared that Fong has advanced. At stake is
a head start on seniority in the U.S. House,
plus a likely expansion of the slim GOP

majority.

Most of the nine candidates on the
special election ballot are the same as the
11 who ran in the March 5 primary. In that
top-two race, Fong, with 42 percent of the
vote, and Boudreaux, with 24 percent, ad-
vanced to November for the full two-year
term that starts in January.

AL 080033 10 DR

www.The Ranchos.com
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Amencanlsms

“Shallow men believe in
luck. Strong men believe
in cause and effect.”

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

© 2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

» Andrew Jackson's parrot was kicked out of his
funeral for swearing.

e In 1947, The New York Times opined that
"the pizza could be as popular a snack as the
hamburger if Americans only knew more about
it."

e Buzz Aldrin's mother's maiden name was
Moon.

» When pirate Richard Worley, captain of the New York's Revenge, captured his sec-
ond ship, he named it the New York Revenge's Revenge.

» Wisconsin is known as the Badger State because the area's lead miners used to spend
winters in tunnels burrowed into hills -- like badgers.

« Jim Carrey was the first actor to have three number one movies in one year.

* The Palais Ideal in France was built entirely of stones that a postman named Ferdi-
nand Cheval picked up on his mail route.

» Honey hunters in Mozambique use special calls to recruit the services of birds known
as honeyguides. The birds lead the humans to bees' nests, and in return, they get the left-
over beeswax.

* In 1964, a pre-fame 17-year-old David Bowie was interviewed on the BBC program
"Tonight" as the founder of The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Long-Haired
Men.

» Thomas Edison nicknamed two of his kids Dot and Dash after the Morse code sig-
nals.

» Army ants that misinterpret the scent trails left by other ants will sometimes break
from the crowd and march in circles. If enough ants join them, they can form massive
"death spirals."

« John Quincy Adams was an avid skinny-dipper who included dips in the Potomac
River as a regular part of his exercise regimen.

« Crayola came from the words for "oily chalk."

» The U.S. Senate's Rule XIX states that U.S. senators cannot insult their colleagues.

Strange
‘BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

Thought for the Day: "Leaders can let you fail and yet not let you be a failure.” -- Stan-
ley McChrystal

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc
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Business Directory ¢ Business Directory ¢ Business Directory « Business Directory

Lic, #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -
« efficient ¢ reliable + cost-effective ' Beau

General & C}
Service &

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAY S*SIDEWALKS*COMMERCIAL*RESIDENTIAL
dlIJose Lopez=
5590-779-0401

| HAIRCUTS

S 1 &

Senlors Thursdays ONLY $13!

A39-2004

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL
GROUP

224-6744

Lose Weight NOW!

6/74-1663

same dag dernuice

Put
The
Independent

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying « Civil Engineering * Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR
: EXISTING PROPERTY! :

! For afree consultation, visit 1

: our Madera Ranchos office! 1
110878 HWY 41 + 559-645-4849 |

I www.bedrockeng.com I
L o4

R |

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

?@U@Hwﬂ“ GREEN

= a-\\.-'\'\ o ':'“:;\-"- >

I:])\ D T
CA LIC. #934774

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

(all559-242-6352

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or

eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815

We're
Accepting
NEW Patients
Reghit off
of Figtiway F
at Fréant. ”

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

Yard cleanups & hauling » Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

MARION POOL
SERVICE & REPAIR
» Weekly Service

« Equipment

* Supplies

* Residential
* Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
+ Locally Owned

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

559-363-9095

3rd Tuesday of the month ¢ 6 p.m.
37398 Berkshire Dr. « Ranchos Library

64 5- 5324

The ONLY
locally owned
propane company
in the Ranchos

CHIPS*RIVER ROCK<*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST+COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

559-479-4113

CA #441782swww.chadstrucking.com

- (not alicensed contractor) Covering Call Gina
Michael Sutherland
& Associates. Inc 559-211-6302 i _ call Mag Anaya Jr. e ot ety 2893402 | 251-2514 351-1605 6454799
) . S .

6454730 * Frosno 447.5815| |NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com | | i€ 559-974-1357 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after 5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL Gel l“vﬂlved'
SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK °

FILL DIRT-TOP SOILsHUMUS*BARK . .

SINCE Interior & Exterior

1980
Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

045-4001

2nd Wed. of the month ¢ 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

559-481-6875

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos

info@acts176.com

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals « Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

At & Craftd Studis * Bidgue * Uood ftemd
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

5959-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Classified

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Exterminator

CSI Exterminators - “If you’ve got
a pest, call the best!” Free estimates.
Call 559-293-1779

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing
in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor.
Repair Maintenance. 26 years
working in the area. Call 559-
908-0759.

Housecleaning

Over 40 yars of experience -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo .com.
Call either of our LOCAL
numbers: 559-710-0692 or
650-771-2915.

Property Clean Up

Property clean up, landscape
maintenance and tree trimming
- FREE ESTIMATES. Profes-
sional and reliable. Call Eric at
559-903-3757.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows start at $5 and up -
- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.
Remove hard water stains on home
windows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723.
Free estimates.

* Use a muffin pan to make cookie
cups for ice cream or fruit. Just flip
your muffin pan over and press dough
over the upturned wells. It will puff up
a little, but once it settles, they make
very nice bowls. | do this with pizza
dough as well. Prebake for a few min-
utes to form the bowl, then fill with in-
gredients and complete baking.

* If you can put a tension rod in the cabinet under your sink, you can use
it to hang spray bottles for extra storage. It's amazing how much space
clears up, and it's easy to find the bottle you need.

» Got popcorn? For a healthier (and much less expensive) version, go
old-school: Put popping corn kernels in a regular brown paper bag, seal
the bag, then microwave.

* "Bread tags (the little plastic clips that hold bread bags closed) make
great cord organizers when you are using a multiple outlet power strip.
Write the kind of device (e.g. TV, Xbox, cable box) on the tag, then
clip it to the plug end of the cord. When you need to unplug, it'll be
easy to see which is which." -- C.C. in Ohio

» Travel a lot? Make use of those shower caps by pairing up shoes and
using the shower cap to hold them together while simultaneously pro-
tecting your clothes from the shoe bottoms. Smart!

* "I make plenty of cupcakes for my children's various events, but | kept
having unreturned cupcake carriers. Those things are expensive! | make
my own now, using a box lid. The lids for paper cartons work really
well. Cut a cross into the lid top with a razor or carpet knife, and press
down. Make it the size of a cupcake. Insert cupcakes and go." -- A.R.
in Georgia

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

T0 ADVERTISE in the INDEPENDENT call 559-645-0634

GO FIGURE! by ida Tiste

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the
figures given at the bottom and right-
hand columns of the diagram by fol-
lowing the arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to complete its
blank squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

©2024 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals ¢ Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

36754 AVE. 12 - 6605262

3124

Click on ““Local News’ at
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645-0634

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Congratulations, Lamb. The end of the month brings good news
in the workplace, thanks to all the efforts you've made to get your projects off the ground and
running.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Don't let yourself be cowed into thinking that you're not up to the
challenge you've taken on. Keep reinforcing your self-confidence. No one and nothing can stop
you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Positive responses to a recent workplace move should give you the
added assurance that you're on the right track. Celebrate the good news with family and/or friends.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) There's still a little emotional fuzziness you have to work through
before you can feel really certain about your recent decisions. But you're on the right track. Stay
with it!

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You're tempted by an offer that seems close to what you've been
looking for. But before you pounce on it, see if you can coax out some added perks to sweeten the
deal.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your efforts to settle a volatile situation should prove to be
successful. Now could be a good time to analyze what might have created the problem in the first
place.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A once-close associate reemerges with news that could
cause you to reconsider a recent decision. But don't make a move before consulting a trusted adviser.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You might feel pressured to reveal a colleague's secret.
But you can rely on your strong Scorpion sense of rectitude to help you continue to do the right
thing.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A pesky situation is still creating problems. But
you are moving ahead with it, and it should soon be successfully resolved in your favor.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A spate of indecision leaves you susceptible to doubt.
But you'll soon regain your emotional sure-footedness and be back leading the way as usual.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Love rules the week with new romances favored for single
Aquarians looking for partners. Cupid also targets renewed commitment for wedded Water Bearers.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A surge of creativity keeps you happily busy through the
week. But set aside some quiet time to share with loved ones. Some long-awaited news finally
comes through.

Born this Week.

People rely on you whenever they need someone they can

trust to be caring, considerate and also discreet.

©2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which large
U.S. city is nicknamed Rip City? 2. MOVIES:
Which movie features the quote, "She doesn't
even go here!" 3. GEOGRAPHY: Which na-
tional capital city is the northernmost in the
world? 4. TELEVISION: Which long-running
sitcom features a dad named Phil Dunphy? 5.
GAMES: In chess, how many knights does
each player have at the beginning? 6. GEOL-
OGY: What natural phenomenon is associated
with igneous rock? 7. LANGUAGE: How
many official languages are in the United Na-
tions? 8. MUSIC: David Grohl was a drum-
mer in which band before he became the
frontman for the Foo Fighters? 9. ANIMAL
KINGDOM: What is a group of alligators
called? 10. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of
meat is used in Hasenpfeffer, a traditional
German stew?
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by Linda Thistle
417 5

2 53
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UALL 045-0034

VERY SMALL
MAGIC MAZE @  CITIES OF
ALASKA
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: LARGE BIRD OF PREY

Akhiok Cold Bay Pelican St. George
Atka Ekwok Pilot Point ~ Wales
Bettles False Pass Platinum ~ Whale Pass
Chignik ~ LarsenBay  Ruby

©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al rights reserved.
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