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\ N Sept. 17, Constitution Day, | chaired a panel organized by the White House. It was an extraordinary thing. The panel’s pur-
¥ pose was to identify what has gone wrong in the teaching of American history and to lay forth a plan for recovering the
truth. It took place in the National Archives — we were sitting in front of the originals of the Declaration of Independence
¥ and the Constitution — a very beautiful place. When we were done, President Trump came and gave a speech about the
beauty of the American Founding and the importance of teaching American history to the preservation of freedom.

_ ThIS remarkable event reminded me of an essay by a teacher of mine, Harry Jaffa, called “On the Necessity of a Scholarship of
the Politics of Freedom.” Its point was that a certain kind of scholarship is needed to support the principles of a nation such as ours.
America is the most deliberate nation in history — it was built for reasons that are stated in the legal documents that form its found-
ing. The reasons are given in abstract and universal terms, and without good scholarship they can be turned astray. | was reminded of
that essay because this event was the greatest exhibition in my experience of the combination of the scholarship and the politics of free-
dom.

The panel was part of an initiative of President Trump, mostly ignored by the media, to counter the New York Times’ 1619 Proj-
ect. The 1619 Project promotes the teaching that slavery, not freedom, is the defining fact of American history. President Trump’s 1776
Commission aims to restore truth and honesty to the teaching of American history. It is an initiative we must work tirelessly to carry
on, regardless of whether we have a president in the White House who is on our side in the fight. We must carry on the fight because
our country is at stake. Indeed, in a larger sense, civilization itself is at stake, because the forces arrayed against the scholarship and
the politics of freedom today have more radical aims than just destroying America.

| taught a course this fall semester on totalitarian novels. We read four of them: George Orwell’s 1984, Arthur Koestler’s Dark-

ness at Noon, Aldous Huxley’s Brave New
World and C.S. Lewis’ That Hideous
Strength.

The totalitarian novel is a relatively
new genre. In fact, the word “totalitarian”
did not exist before the 20th century. The
older word for the worst possible form of
government is “tyranny” — a word Aris-
totle defined as the rule of one person, or of
a small group of people, in their own inter-
ests and according to their will. Totalitari-
anism was unknown to Aristotle, because it
is a form of government that only became
possible after the emergence of modern sci-
ence and technology.

The old word “science” comes from a
Latin word meaning “to know.” The new
word “technology” comes from a Greek
word meaning “to make.” The transition
from traditional to modern science means
that we are not so much seeking to know
when we study nature, as seeking to make
things — and ultimately, to remake nature
itself. That spirit of remaking nature — in-

cluding human nature — greatly emboldens both human beings and governments. Imbued with that spirit, and employing the tools of
modern science, totalitarianism is a form of government that reaches farther than tyranny and attempts to control the totality of things.

In the beginning of his history of the Persian War, Herodotus recounts that in Persia it was considered illegal even to think about
something that was illegal to do — in other words, the law sought to control people’s thoughts. Herodotus makes plain that the Per-
sians were not able to do this. We today are able to get closer through the use of modern technology. In Orwell’s 1984, there are tele-
screens everywhere, as well as hidden cameras and microphones. Nearly everything you do is watched and heard. It even emerges that
the watchers have become expert at reading people’s faces. The organization that oversees all this is called the Thought Police.

If it sounds far-fetched, look at China today: There are cameras everywhere watching the people, and everything they do on the
Internet is monitored. Algorithms are run and experiments are underway to assign each individual a social score. If you don’t act or
think in the politically correct way, things happen to you — you lose the ability to travel, for instance, or you lose your job. It’s a very
comprehensive system. And by the way, you can also look at how big tech companies here in the U.S. are tracking people’s movements
and activities to the extent that they are often able to know in advance what people will be doing. Even more alarming, these compa-
nies are increasingly able and willing to use the information they compile to manipulate people’s thoughts and decisions.

The protagonist of 1984 is a man named Winston Smith. He works for the state and his job is to rewrite history. He sits at a table
with a telescreen in front of him that watches everything he does. To one side is something called a memory hole — when Winston
puts things in it, he assumes they are burned and lost forever. Tasks are delivered to him in cylinders through a pneumatic tube. The
task might involve something big, like a change in what country the state is at war with: When the enemy changes, all references to
the previous war with a different enemy need to be expunged. Or the task might be something small: If an individual falls out of favor
with the state, photographs of him being honored need to be altered or erased altogether from the records. Winston’s job is to fix every
book, periodical, newspaper, etc. that reveals or refers to what used to be the truth, in order that it conform to the new truth.

One man, of course, can’t do this alone. There’s a film based on 1984 starring John Hurt as Winston Smith. In the film they de-
pict the room where he works, and there are people in cubicles like his as far as the eye can
see. There would have to be millions of workers involved in constantly re-writing the past.

Please see 1984 on P. 4

County to Hear
‘Unmet” Needs
In Transportation

The Madera County Transportation
Commission is holding a public hearing
regarding “unmet” transportation needs
within Madera County.

Members of the public, interested
agencies and civic groups are encouraged
to provide comments to Madera County
Transportation Commission Staff re-
garding any transportation needs not
being met by the current system. Testi-
mony should be as specific as possible
with regard to those citizens, or groups of
citizens, not currently served by transit,
the requested type and amount of transit
service, the geographic area in which
service is needed and any other support-
ing evidence of information, which will
help in the evaluation of the “reasonable-
ness” of the requested service.

Under the California Transportation
Development Act, this hearing is pro-
vided annually to take testimony from
the public on potential unmet transit
needs within Madera County. The Com-

Please see UNMET on P. 17

Ranchos Schools’
In-Class Future

An open letter from Golden Valley
Unified School District’s Board Presi-
dent, Andy Wheeler:

COVID and school closures have
caused many struggles for our students,
parents, teachers and staff. Our GVUSD
school board has witnessed the struggles
and has desired for our students to be in
class since the beginning, yet concerns
were raised that we are not fighting to re-

Please see GVUSD on P. 18

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Page 4
Letters

Dear Editor:

Sitting here drinking my morning cof-
fee, I've watched a half dozen people in as
many minutes blow through the 4-Way
stop in front of our house. I'm not talking
about the so-called "California Stop™ -- I'm
talking about flat-out running the stopsigns
at high speed. One jackass even accelerated
through it with tires screeching as if it's
some kind of game. We've lived here for
over 30 years and have always seen this be-
havior, but in recent years it's become pro-
gressively worse, and it has to stop. There
are children in this neighborhood and many
people have pets. Yes, | know, we're all
supposed to keep our pets indoors or
fenced, but the fact is that despite our best
efforts at containment, pets do escape. As
folks who have been through it, my wife
and I know full well the heartbreak of find-
ing a four-legged family member dead on

the roadway. Imagine if it was your child.

I remember when, a number of years
ago, a man was killed near here while
lighting 4th of July fireworks when some
fool racing through the neighborhood hit
him at a high rate of speed. Is it going to
take another such incident before people
start showing some level of responsibility
while driving? We've also watched people
blow through this stopsign at at least 50
m.p.h. on Halloween night with the streets
full of children. What's wrong with these
idiots? This is not a joke, and driving a 2-
ton vehicle on public roadways is not
some kind of game. Those of you who do
this know exactly who you are. If you can't
find it within yourselves to drive responsi-
bly and with some regard for the lives of
others then please stay out of our neigh-
borhood.

Rick Hodgson
Madera Ranchos

1984 cont. from P. 2

One of the chief questions raised by the
book is what makes this worth the effort?
Why does the regime do it?

Winston’s awareness of this endless,
mighty effort to alter reality makes him
cynical and disaffected. He comes to see
that he knows nothing of the past, of real
history: “Every record has been destroyed
or falsified,” he says at one point. “Every
book has been rewritten, every picture has
been repainted, every statue and street and

from that — and the misery.

There are three stratums in the society
of 1984. There is the Inner Party, whose
members hold all the power. There is the
Outer Party, to which Winston belongs,
whose members work for — and are
watched and controlled by — the Inner
Party. And there are the proles, who live
and do the blue collar work in a relatively
unregulated area. Winston ventures out
into that area from time to time. He finds
a little shop there where he buys things.
And it is in a room upstairs from this shop

building has been

where he and Julia,

renamed,  every

the woman he falls

date has been al-
tered. And that
process is continu-
ing day by day and
minute by minute

. nothing exists
except an endless
present in which
the Party is always
right.” Does any of
this sound familiar?

“Every record has been de-
stroyed or falsified ... every book
has been rewritten, every picture
has been repainted, every statue
and street and building has been re-
named, every date has been altered.
And that process is continuing day
by day and minute by minute ...”
Does any of this sound familiar?

in love with, set up
a kind of household
as if they are mar-
ried. They create
something like a
private world in
that room, although
it is a world with
limitations — they
can’t even think
about having chil-

In his disaffec-

dren, for instance,

tion, Winston com-

because if they did,

mits two unlawful acts: He begins writing
in a diary and he begins meeting a woman
in secret, outside the sanction of the state.
The family is important to the state, be-
cause the state needs babies. But the
women are raised by the state in a way that
they are not to enjoy relations with their
husbands. And the children — as in China
today, and as it was in the Soviet Union
— are indoctrinated and taught to spy and
inform on their parents. Parents love their
children but live in terror of them all the

time. Think of the control that comes

they would be discovered and killed.

In the end, it turns out that the shop-
keeper, who had seemed to be a kindly old
man, is in fact a member of the Thought
Police. Winston and Julia’s room con-
tained a hidden telescreen all along, so
everything they have said and done has
been observed. In fact, it emerges that the
Thought Police have known that Winston
has been having deviant thoughts for 12
years and have been watching him care-

Please see 1984 on P. 14
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Guest Editorial
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By Jared Dyson

As | scrolled through some news
articles on Thursday, one particular ar-
ticle caught my attention. CNN ran the
article and it was talking about a new
generation that is being referred to as
“Gen C” or Generation COVID. The
concept is that the global pandemic
which has struck our world is creating
changes among a generation of kids
that are growing and developing
through all the craziness.

Throughout the article, several ex-
amples were shared of how this pan-
demic is affecting this “Gen C” in ways
that others may have not experienced
in the past. It spoke of canceled birth-
day parties, the inability to see family
and more. Images filled the page show-
ing kids that were in masks, in contact
with other people behind glass doors
and images of a child where the parent
was creating a TikTok video explain-
ing how the child had yet to know what
a playdate was really about.

As | sat and read through the arti-
cle and saw the images, there were two
things that came into my mind vividly.
The first was the statement that we
continue to hear from the Left that our
world has changed forever. The idea
continues to be shared that our world
will never be the same post-COVID as
it was before COVID. Mainstream
media says that work is changed for-

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“TODAY IT IS
DIFFICULT TO FIND
LEADERS WHO ARE

INDEPENDENT OF
THE FORCES THAT
HAVE BROUGHT US
OUR PROBLEMS—
THE CONGRESS,
HE BUREAUCRACY,
THE LOBBYIST, BIG
BUSINESS AND BIG
LABOR.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

A Generation Without Freedom

ever, as some may never return to reg-
ular offices or even return to their jobs.

Others say that school has been
changed forever. Some have suggested
children may never return to the class-
room fully, but rather with a hybrid
model that includes at-home learning.
Even the Left’s anointed expert, Dr.
Anthony Fauci, has indicated that he
believes we can get back to “normal”
but what is that normal? They have
planted the seed in everyone’s mind so
that many across our society are al-
ready using the language and saying
similar things.

Now that they have the idea in
everyone’s mind that things may never
be the same, everyone will be more ac-
cepting of what their ultimate goal is.
That’s not to push us into universal in-
come or housing necessarily. Those are
part of the plan, but it’s not the ulti-
mate plan. The ultimate plan is that De-
mocrats across the country realized
they needed to take the indoctrination
of young people a step further than
simple “socialism.”

For this exercise, they went di-
rectly after American freedom through
public health. They convinced Ameri-
cans that they must give up their rights
to free enterprise, religion, speech and
more amid this “health crisis.” They
convinced them they were safer at
home, relying on government interven-
tion. They convinced them that they
were better off relying on the govern-
ment for income, food, housing and
more. They have worked to convince
Americans that the government must
be trusted and that anyone who is not
focused on their health is spreading
disinformation and cannot be trusted.

Enter Gen C, a generation that may
never know American freedom. These
children have witnessed Americans
that willingly gave up their freedom for
a bit of personal security. They have
heard the stories about how a former
president and his supporters were crazy
to say that lockdowns, mandatory or-
ders and more were unconstitutional.
They have heard that if someone is not
interested in your personal health and
willing to sacrifice for your comfort,
they are not religious, concerned, or
perhaps they deserve to be silenced and
cut off from society.

We have a generation that is com-

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 10
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Can We All Get Along ... No?

If the last few years have
taught me anything, it’s that some
people are just looking for reasons
to be offended. It’s as though
being offended is the cool thing to
be, like doing CrossFit or being
vegan. If you can find something
to be offended by, you are showing
the world that you are “woke” to
the plights of society, even those
plights that are completely made
up and really only exist in the con-
cerningly small minds of a limited
portion of the population. It doesn’t
even seem to matter what the topic
is. By finding something — any-
thing — offensive you are showing
the world (well, mostly social
media and their army of social jus-
tice warriors) that you stand with
them. You are on the “right” side
of history, because clearly it’s

look what’s happening within their
own ranks. You can be their little
darling as long as you completely
agree with absolutely everything in
their manifesto, but coloring out-
side those lines will get you in hot
water with your own people. We
have already seen instances of
them turning on each other for not
properly toeing the company line.
Soon we will have more SJW

people on the
“wrong” side of

groups who are
battling it out

hlStOry that Wha[’s even more nefarl_ Wlth eaCh Other
think you : ,, and the rest of
<hould lonve ?us is that these .groups. d.on t us will be stuck
Looney Tunes just want their opinions in the line of
and Dr. Seuss heard, they want the “offend- fire.

alone. ers” muzzled. This is a direct The thing is,

What’s even
more nefarious
is that these
groups don’t

attack on freedom of speech
and expression.

you can’t design
a set of social

just want their
opinions heard, they want the “of-
fenders” muzzled. This is a direct
attack on freedom of speech and
expression. It’s unfortunate that
smartphones and social media have
made vicious anonymity so ubiqui-
tous. It’s true that we live in a time
where everyone, including the
dregs of society who can’t even
form a cohesive thought, can
freely spew their opinion across
every page of social media they
can click to. But to actually work
to silence those you disagree with
because you don’t like their opin-
ions ... what’s next? Locking peo-
ple in the tower for disagreeing
with the king? I thought we fought
a revolution against that.

The problem with trying to
conform all of society to a single
set of beliefs is that, in spite of
what the SJWs are trying to con-
vince you, society is actually al-
ready diverse in beliefs and
opinions. Just read any comments
thread for evidence of that. Heck,

rules that in-
cludes everyone
or excludes

everyone. The best you can do is
allow personal freedom, which we
have courtesy of those who have
fought for it and continue to fight
for it since we declared our inde-
pendence. Accept the fact that you
are actually in control of yourself
and can simply choose to stop lis-
tening to a talk radio show or
watch a TV program or listen to a
song if you don’t like what it has
to say. You can choose to not sup-
port a brand, or an actor or a
politician. You can choose to can-
cel your subscription to a news
source that you feel does not meet
your needs, or even toss a free
paper out if you don’t like one of
the contributors. But the more re-
strictions we put on everything in
an attempt to avoid offending any-
one, the less freedom we will all
have to make decisions for our-
selves.

Freedom actually comes at a

Please see GENWHY on P. 7
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Look Good and Feel Great

* Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
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Quick, Fast]

Medications

Results

CALL NOW!

« Diet Injection

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 * Between Shaw & Santa Ana
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying * Civil Engineering ¢ Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849
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Make Your Closet a Happy Place

Walking into the dentist’s office.
Meeting with an auditor. Being sum-
moned by your boss during layoffs.
These and other stressful situations natu-
rally stir up negative emotions. But walk-
ing into your closet doesn’t have to be
one of them.

To which of these do you relate?

e Overwhelmed from too many
choices

o Frustration from not enough
choices

* Shame of not fitting into what you
want to wear

* Stress of not finding what you want
to wear

* Disgust with piles of dirty laundry

* Exasperation from piles of clean

laundry

Can an organized closet really com-
bat this negativity? If organized means
having what you need, use and love in
designated spaces where they fit com-
fortably, and maintaining those spaces
with supporting routines, then yes! You
can make your closet a happy place.
Let’s break it down.

What do you need? You need
clothes that fit well and look good on you
— regardless of your shape or size. You
don’t need clothes that cause shame for
not being the size you want to be, or for
having spent money on something you
don’t wear. You also don’t need clothes
you’re not using anymore. Give yourself
permission to let go of professional, ma-
ternity and bridesmaid dresses you no
longer need.

Action: Pull out the clothes that
don’t fit, don’t look good on you, you
don’t like and you no longer need. If you
want to hang onto three — five outfits that
you love from a size you hope to be,
place them in an underbed bin or plastic
tote with a label. Put the rest in a box or
bag for donation. Bless someone else.

Action: Purchase clothes, as needed,
that fit well and look good on you.

What do you use? You have cate-
gories of clothes: Staying home, going
out, work, formal, etc. The quantity of
clothes you have for each category

Call Sonny at

* House Pads ° Lot Leveling
Underground Utilities Installed
» Septic Systems Installed °
Concrete Work
* Driveways
Trenching

3/21

S.G.E.
Lic. #719500

3/21

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

We also have a wide selection of

5549-268-6650

6700 E. Central Ave. * Fresno * www.sagorey.com

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

Shade & Fruit trees.

call Juan and Maria at

should align with how often you use
them. Granted, COVID has decreased
our need for going out and formal wear,
but let’s not give up on the return of
those activities.

Action: Pull out one category at a
time. Lay the items on the bed. Deter-
mine the appropriate number of items
you need based on use. Let go of the ex-
cess.

Action: 1f you discover a category is
lacking, create a specific shopping list of
items to purchase.

Action: Return each category of
clothes to your closet and assign it a sec-
tion. Organize by color and season as de-
sired.

What do you love? This can be
tricky. Do you love how it looks on the
hanger, but not on you? Do you love the
good deal you got, but not so much the
item? Do you love the person who gave it
to you, but you never wear it? None of
those are valid reasons for keeping some-
thing, except the third if it’s going to im-
pair the relationship. Even though you’ll
feel a twinge of guilt giving them up,
your closet will be a happier place.

Action: Let them go.

Designate spaces where they fit
comfortably. 1f your clothes are still
crammed together, you’re not quite there
yet. Easy access means space between
hangers to see and rehang items.

Page 7

Action: Store off-season clothes in a
bin or another closet. Place bulky items
on a shelf or in a dresser drawer. If it’s
still packed, purge some more.

Maintain with supporting routines.
Your closet won’t remain a “happy
place” without supporting routines.

Action: Don’t put it down; put it
away. Hang clean clothes. Place dirty
clothes in laundry bin. Every time.

Action: Hang a white kitchen trash
bag for donations in your closet. When
you try on something and decide not to
wear it, consider placing it in the dona-
tion bag.

Action: Out with the old, in with the
new. Maintain inventory with the one in,
one out rule.

Action: Hang your hangers back-
wards until you wear the item, then hang
it correctly. Whichever items are still
hanging backwards at the end of the sea-
son, go.

Now you can confidently walk into
your happy place and choose from
clothes you want to wear.

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don't always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You can
visit www.organizedbychoice.com when
you go online.

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

price, and part of that price is that
you won’t always like what you see
and hear. You are going to come
across things in this life that make
you uncomfortable, but we are all
afforded the autonomy to choose for
ourselves what we watch, what we
listen to and what we let into our
homes. We shouldn’t limit freedom
for the sake of comfort because then
we have to talk about who gets to be
comfortable and who doesn’t. In-
stead, let’s all agree that because of
the liberty granted to us by our con-
stitution we can choose to spend our
money, time and resources on the
things we support, and avoid putting
our money, time and resources into
that which we do not agree. If you
don’t like a store’s policy, don’t
shop there. If you don’t like what a
production company stands for then
don’t watch their movies. If you
think an actor or musician is offen-

sive, don’t watch their shows or lis-
ten to their music. If enough people
agree with you, then the free market
will take care of the problem for us
as no one will put their resources in
that basket. But if you find yourself
not in the majority, then you are still
the winner because by not partici-
pating in that, by simply avoiding
what offends you, you will actually
be happier.

So how about this: We all agree
that people need protection from
things like abuse, violence and theft.
But can we also agree that offensive
is, by nature, subjective and we have
to put the power — and responsibil-
ity — back in the hands of the citi-
zenry to be in charge of reconciling
their own feelings of offense. Turn
off the TV, change the radio station,
don’t shop in that store, don’t buy
that brand. Support those you agree
with; simply let those you don’t
agree with live their lives. Sounds
like a free society to me.

Sav vou saw it im the Ranchos Independent

www. The Ranchos.com
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Happy Easter

(March 2011)
Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, I

have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and I hope you enjoy them
all over again.

Since Easter is my favorite holi-
day of the year, either Christian or
secular, I couldn’t let it slide by with-
out writing about it. We celebrate
Easter Sunday because Jesus was cru-
cified for our sins (John 3:16) died on
the cross on Friday, was buried and
rose from death on Sunday (Mark
16:6). The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is one of the fundamental prin-
ciples and beliefs of Christianity. It’s
why we say, “Christ is Risen — He is
Risen Indeed!”

Egg Dying Time

In our families, Saturday before
Easter is egg dying day. Each family
with children begins with two- or
three-dozen eggs

by Jean Briner

desserts. Oh, and deviled eggs. NOT
the ones that were up in a tree, behind
a lawn chair or stepped on a couple of
times earlier that day.

I start the eggs (I usually boil about
two- or three-dozen) in cold water,
and after they start boiling, turn the
fire down and cook at a light boil for
about 10 minutes. After the 10 min-
utes I usually test one to make sure it
is done then IMMEDIATELY drain
the hot water into the sink and turn
the cold water onto the eggs. I let the
cold water run on the eggs until you
can pick up an egg easily then crack
and peel them, leaving them whole. I
have found this method the easiest to
peel the egg without tearing it up. I
have read of other methods but this
one works best for me — if you have a
method you have used, then by all
means use it. After you have peeled
them and they have cooled enough
that you can han-

but don’t always
end up with that
many. There are

My favorite Easter Hymn is

dle them, cut
them in half from
top to bottom

the one or two
eggs that crack

and  invariably
there are always
the ones that “ac-
cidentally” hit the
floor.

On Easter

Christ Arose! I get goose bumps
when the chorus is sung, “Up

during the boiling  from the grave he arose, with a

mighty triumph o’er His foes, He
arose a Victor from the dark do-
main, and He lives forever, with
His saints to reign. He arose! He
arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!”

with a sharp par-
ing knife, putting
the yolks into a
bowl and the
whites on a flat
surface. I have a
Tupperware cake
saver that I use.
If you aren’t

Sunday when we
get home from
church, there is

Have a blessed Easter.

going to finish
deviling them at
this point be sure

always egg hunts
for the kids — seems like every year
there is one egg that just can’t be
found (until about July). Eggs are a
traditional symbol of new life. Ac-
cording to the book Festivals and
Celebrations by Rowland Purton,
eggs were dyed in ancient times by
the Egyptians and Persians who ex-
changed them with their friends. “It
was in Mesopotamia that Christians
first gave eggs to their friends at
Easter to remind them of the resur-
rection of Jesus,” Purton wrote.

Our Easter Feast is real simple —
Baked Ham, Scalloped Potatoes,
green beans, green salad, rolls and

to put them in the
refrigerator.

When the eggs have been sepa-
rated, put the whites in the fridge
until you have the yolks ready. All I
do is smash the yolks with a fork until
they are kind of like corn meal. Add
enough mayonnaise or Miracle Whip
(I prefer Miracle Whip for most
things, but in these eggs, I use half
mayonnaise and half Miracle Whip)
to make them moist, but not runny. If
you aren’t used to doing this, start
with only a couple of tablespoons,
and add a little at a time until you get

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

9959-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

o

i Tue-Sat 12-6 » Sun-Mon Appointment Only

______________________________________ -
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Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What'’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee « Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

At & GMﬁd Studis * Tﬁdgae * Yood ftens

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

CALL FOR AN INSPECTION TODAY!
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
3121 Juic s 5015 36691 Avenue 12 » Madera Ranchos

W wW w.thheraanchos.corrxrn

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theranchos.com

www.theranchos.com

www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com

Click on “Local News” at
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

the consistency you want. Add a squirt
of mustard (not too much) and salt and
pepper to taste. Last year | added just
a couple of tablespoons of sweet
pickle juice. After you have the yolks
tasting the way you want, put them in
the whites and refrigerate until ready
to serve. | use a teaspoon to fill my
whites, but a pastry bag with a pretty
tip would make them more festive.
The Easter Ham

As far as the ham goes, | think
everyone has their favorite glaze — and
some people don’t like any — but it is
entirely whatever your family prefers.
We drain the juice from a can of
pineapple chunks into a bowl; add
enough brown sugar to make a paste —
not real thick — and a squirt of mustard.
When the ham is almost done (about 30

minutes before it is ready) take it out
of the oven and score the outside (not
real deep) in diamond shapes. With
toothpicks put the pineapple chunks on
the ham and spoon the juice mixture
over that. Put
back in the
oven until it is
done.

When it
comes to the
potatoes we
really cheat
here! We
have found
that the
boxed ones
are good, and a lot less trouble. With
our gang, usually between 15 and 20,
we usually use 10 to 12 boxes. Can
you imagine peeling that many pota-
toes? You’d feel like you were on KP

duty in the Army. We use about four

disposable aluminum baking pans,
cooking two pans at a time.

The balance of the meal is sim-

ple, and just whatever your family
likes.

Like so
many of our
meals (we
have  seven
households
coming  to-
gether) there
are always a
lot of
desserts. My
sister usually

makes a coconut cake, I make a
pineapple upside down cake (proba-
bly won’t this year as my oven is on
the fritz, and doubt if | can get it re-
placed before Easter), Adam will

bring a couple of his apple pies and
there will probably be a banana pud-
ding (I can remember my grandma
always made one for Thanksgiving
dinner. But she made real pudding,
not the boxed ones we use today).

I’'m looking forward to more
recipes from the Ranchos’, Rolling
Hills” or Bonnadelle’s good cooks.
Or how about kids? 1’d love to do an
article on kids’ favorite foods — any-
thing from hot dogs to s’mores.

An Easter Favorite

My favorite Easter Hymn is Christ
Arose! | get goose bumps when the
chorus is sung, “Up from the grave he
arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His
foes, He arose a Victor from the dark
domain, and He lives forever, with His
saints to reign. He arose! He arose!
Hallelujah! Christ arose!”

Have a blessed Easter.

We carry a great range for all
vehicles and all applications,
new and used

Wheel Alignments

Computerized wheel
alignment. 30-day warranty

FREE Tire Maintenance

We offer FREE tire rotations and balance every 7,000 miles

&

MADERA CHOWCHILLA

FRESNO

BUY 4“3{3

receive FREE ALIGNMENT

549 VALUE

Wheel & Tire Packages

We give your car the right look
without compromising safety

Lift & Lowering Kits

Whether you're looking to run
bigger tires or get an
aggressive look, we have the
right product for you

Ul f

559.831.2837 559.201.9133 559.478.5539

www. The Ranchos.com

90 DAYS —

SAME AS CASH

OPFPEN 7 DAYS

VMI-SAT 8-7 ¢ SUN 9-5

cREUUERE

N TUS LLANTAS HOY CON TRES MESES PARA

AGAR

| o ey

www.hotiresnwheels.com

(559) 831-2937

—We do
suspension and
brake service.

¥ |—-Hacemos trabajo
de suspension y
frenos.

3/21



Page 10
EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

ing up that has been conditioned by the
Left that government intervention is the
best. They are convinced that “experts”
always have the best ideas and that you
simply should not think for yourself.
They are convinced that they should
willingly give up their freedom for a lit-
tle comfort.

This brings me to the second thing
that comes to my mind. Back in 1967,
there were words to a speech that were
given that ring ever true today. On Jan.
5, a governor stood and said these
words: “Freedom is a fragile thing and
it’s never more than one generation
away from extinction. It is not ours by
way of inheritance; it must be fought for
and defended constantly by each gener-
ation, for it comes only once to a peo-
ple. And those in world history who
have known freedom and then lost it
have never known it again.

As he gave the speech, Ronald Rea-
gan was imploring his state to continue
the fight for freedom. He was encourag-
ing his generation to continue pressing
for freedoms in order to secure them for
future generations. | wonder how sur-
prised he would be to see just how close
we are to losing those freedoms he
loved so dearly?

He said freedom is never more than
one generation away from extinction.
Meet Gen C, the generation that the Left
has conditioned to willingly give up
their freedoms believing it to be normal.
Now, it’s our generation’s time to stand
up and fight for freedom before it is
lost. Because if we continue down this
same path, our future generations will
never know freedom again.

Jared Dyson is the Editor-in-Chief
at The Liberty Loft and host of The
Jared Dyson Show. This editorial origi-
nally appeared on www.TheLib-
ertyLoft.com.

By Wyatt Morgan and Corinna
Martinez

Sierra Shadows 4-H is
making the most of the year.
Projects are having meetings
as much as possible and the
Public Speaking group mem-
bers are working on their
County Presentation Day

at Bowe’s Animal Rescue in the Ranchos.

speeches, working hard to get them memorized before March 27, Presentation Day.
Joshua’s Ways group members volunteered their time, and muscles, at Bowe’s Animal

Sierra Shadows 4-H members of the Joshua's Ways group volunteering s 4 3 t

Rescue
in Feb-
ruary.
They
also met
earlier in
t h e
month
to make
crunchy
dog toys
to do-
nate.
T h e
Swine
group,

group

THE RANCHOS NEEDS A MAYOR!

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring
an HONORARY MAYOR race for the Ranchos.

Five candidates are now running for Honorary Mayor of the Ranchos

<

>

Mike Fursman -- Flipside Church  Richard Wayne -- Kiwanis
Verlaine Elinburg -- Chamber of Commerce
Alma Griffen -- Chamber of Commerce
Paula Stuart -- Kirkland Foundation

< L
- >

There’s STILL time to become a candidate and raise money for your fa-
vorite non-profit! Scouts? Animal Lovers? Churches? Sign up TODAY!

Call the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 645-4001

GoldenValley Chaumber of Comumerce
Newest Member

Skov Mobile: Notary

Swmumer Skov - Owner

Join us in welcoming Skov
Mobile Notary, the newest mem-
ber of the Ranchos business
family. Call Summer at 559-
824-7007 for more information.

Thank You! Ranchoy Community

Our community yard sale on Saturday, March 6 raised
over $600 for the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.

and Beef group have started preparing for Large Animal Expo. Members have their
own study guides for their level and are reviewing everything they need to know. The
Arts & Crafts group still meets every month and does a craft together over Zoom. The
craft for February was string art in the shape of a heart, which members enjoyed and
even made multiples. The Floral group has been busy with a new project every month.
Outdoor Adventures is staying active and just finished a San Joaquin River walk. The
Shooting Sports group is busy getting ready for a statewide contest coming up. The
Poultry and Rabbit groups are busy studying for the Small Animal Expo in April.
Sierra Shadows 4-H is keeping on doing as much as they can to make the most of
2021.

Whew's the NEXT Chaunber
of Conumerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce would love to see you at our
next meeting, Wednesday, April 14 at 6:30
p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the May-
wood Center. Come join us and see what’s
going on in your community. Call us
TODAY at 645-4001.

3/21

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Member’s Pride in Family and Ranchos/Hills Senior Center Shows

By Margaret Tynan

If you are out and about in the
Madera Ranchos, you may see Ana
Colorado out for her brisk morning
walk. It is a longtime habit of hers.
In the days before COVID, she
would make her way to the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors Center to help set
up the room for the Exercise Pro-
gram -- something she sorely misses.

A member since 2003, Ana
shared that she came to the United
States on a Resident Visa in 1965
when she was 19 years old. It was
her first time flying, leaving El
Salvador in a very small pro-
pellered plane, then changed flights
onto a huge jet bound for San Fran-
cisco. Five years later she became
a citizen

Ana worked for the U.S. govern-

www.The Ranchos.com

ment for many years and it’s where
she met her husband. They eventu-
ally moved to Fresno and after 30
years of government service, Ana
moved with her husband to the Ran-
chos to be close to their daughter.

Ana is very proud of her fam-
ily. You can hear it in her voice.
Her daughter works for a non-
profit organization serving youth in
the Valley, while her son is an air
traffic controller in the Bay Area.
She is especially proud of her four
grandsons.

Ana spends her time now work-
ing in the yard. She and her hus-
band are putting in another garden,
planting zucchini, tomatoes and
onions. She is anxious for the Cen-
ter to open again and to reconnect
with everyone.

Now that more and more of the

Center’s members are receiving the
COVID vaccine, the very popular
exercise program will be held every
Monday and Wednesday mornings
in April at 10 a.m. Also, on Tues-
day, April 27, from 1:30 to 3:30 we
will hold a puzzle building competi-
tion on the outdoor patio. Adults
50+ yrs. Are welcome. A $5 dona-
tion is suggested. Call or email Mar-
garet Tynan at 645-4930, or email at
mtynan@shbcglobal.net.

We hope to see you at the
monthly Outdoor Sale on Saturday,
April 3 from 8 a.m. to noon. The
Treasure House will be open and of-

fers many interesting useful items
for all ages. Please wear a mask and
maintain physical distancing while
shopping.

Donations are always welcomed
and appreciated. Make your check
out to Ranchos/Hills Seniors and
mail it to 37330 Berkshire Dr.,
Madera, CA 93636. Please note: At
this time, we are only able to accept
donations of physical items by ap-
pointment. Call 645-4864.

Thought for April: “April is the
kindest month. April gets you out of
your head and out working in the
garden.” — Marty Rubin

The Bookshelf

Library’s “Backpack Literacy”

By Jerrica Edmundson

Spring is here, and with its lost hour
of sleep it also brings some hopefully
sunny weather and a break from the drear
of winter. Here at the library, we are
preparing for spring by continuing work
with our awesome participants in our
Backpack Literacy Program, expanding
our public hours and refining our proce-
dures within the library.

The Backpack Literacy Program has
been going fantastically so far and we are
so thankful for the partnership with First
Five of Madera. They have given us the
opportunity to provide the Ranchos com-
munity with a free take-home beginning
literacy program for children ages 4-5
who aren’t currently enrolled in a formal
schooling program, and we are about
halfway through the program.

You have all been asking for more
availability to come in and browse the
shelves and we have definitely been lis-
tening. As such, we have expanded our
public access hours to include 10 a.m. — 3
p.m. every Friday. This makes our public
hours out to be Wednesday from 10 a.m.
— 5 p.m., Friday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m.,
and Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. Curb-
side pickup remains available on Tues-
days through Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 5
p.m., but this gives patrons a bit more of a
chance to come inside the branch and
browse. Masks are still required, as well
as temperature checks at the door for entry
into the building.

We have been working on getting our
book drop fixed and hopefully that will be

replaced soon through the County, but
until then we will continue to have the
rollaway box available during business
hours and have been adjusting check-in
dates to accommodate this. We do under-
stand that it is an inconvenience to not be
able to access the drop box as much as
might be needed, but we are really doing
all we can to try to get this fixed as soon as
we can. We do appreciate your under-
standing during this time though and hope
it is resolved shortly.

Now that business is out of the way,
on to the books.

Jerrica’s Shelf: Jade War by Fonda
Lee

Jade War is a science fiction/fantasy
novel set in a world where jade imbues
carriers with superhuman senses and
strength so long as they have the proper
genetic makeup to handle the strain. As
such, jade has become a commodity that is
highly sought after and — as human na-
ture consistently seems to cause — a mob-
like ring has risen up in the society, one
built on violence and fear with a power
structure that has many safety nets. The
leaders of this society focus on honor and
refuse to allow slights to their character to
go by unpunished.

I’ve just started this book and hon-
estly had a hard time getting into the
swing of things, but as 1’ve gotten a bit
further along, | keep finding myself want-
ing to know what is going to happen next.
Lee has done a great job creating a realis-
tic world that seems not too far off from
our own, with a bit of magic thrown in the
mix — which | always love.
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SERVICES AT 9§&10:30

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS FROM NURSERY - 6TH GRADE
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1984 cont. from P. 4

fully. When the couple are arrested, they
have made pledges that they will never be-
tray each other. They know the authorities
will be able to make them say whatever
they want them to say — but in their
hearts, they pledge, they will be true to
their love. It is a promise that neither is fi-
nally able to keep.

After months of torture, Winston
thinks that what awaits him is a bullet in
the back of the head, the preferred method
of execution of both the Nazis and the So-
viet Communists. In Koestler’s Darkness
at Noon, the protag-

and tomorrow has yet to come. The past,
on the other hand, is complete. Aristotle
and Thomas Aquinas go so far as to say
that changing the past — making what has
been not to have been — is denied even to
God. Because if something both happened
and didn’t happen, no human understand-
ing is possible. And God created us with
the capacity for understanding.

That’s the law of contradiction, which
the art of doublethink denies and violates.
Doublethink is manifest in the fact that the
state ministry in which Winston is tortured
is called the Ministry of Love. It is mani-
fest in the three slogans displayed on the
state’s Ministry of

onist walks down a
basement hallway
after confessing to
crimes that he did-
n’t commit, and
without any cere-
mony he is shot in
the back of the head
— eradicated as if

“Why do you think you are
being tortured?”” O’Brien asks Win-
ston. “The Party is not trying to im-
prove you;” he says, “the Party
cares nothing about you.”

Truth:  “War is
peace. Freedom is
slavery. Ignorance
is strength.” And as
we have seen, the
regime in 1984 ex-
ists precisely to re-
peal the past. If the
past can be changed,

he were vermin.
Winston doesn’t get off so easy. He will
instead undergo an education, or more ac-
curately a re-education. His final stages of
torture are depicted as a kind of totalitar-
ian seminar. The seminar is conducted by
a man named O’Brien, who is portrayed
marvelously in the film by Richard Burton.
As he alternately raises and lowers the
level of Winston’s pain, O’Brien leads him
to knowledge regarding the full meaning
of the totalitarian regime.

As the first essential step of his edu-
cation, Winston has to learn doublethink
— a way of thinking that defies the law of
contradiction. In Aristotle, the law of con-
tradiction is the basis of all reasoning, the
means of making sense of the world. It is
the law that says that X and Y cannot be
true at the same time if they’re mutually
exclusive. For instance, if A is taller than B
and B is taller than C, C cannot be taller
than A. The law of contradiction means
things like that.

In our time, the law of contradiction
would mean that a governor, say, could not
simultaneously hold that the COVID pan-
demic renders church services too danger-
ous to allow, and also that massive protest
marches are fine. It would preclude a man
from declaring himself a woman, or a
woman declaring herself a man, as if one’s
sex is simply a matter of what one wills it
to be — and it would preclude others from
viewing such claims as anything other than
preposterous.

The law of contradiction also means
that we can’t change the past. What we can
know of the truth all resides in the past, be-
cause the present is fleeting and confusing

anything can be
changed — man can surpass even the
power of God. But still, to what end?

“Why do you think you are being tor-
tured?” O’Brien asks Winston. “The Party
is not trying to improve you;” he says, “the
Party cares nothing about you.” Winston is
brought to see that he is where he is simply
as the subject of the state’s power. Under-
standing having been rendered meaning-
less, the only competence that has meaning
iS power.

“Already we are breaking down the
habits of thought which have survived
from before the Revolution,” O’Brien
says. “We have cut the links between child
and parent, and between man and man, and
between man and woman. No one dares
trust a wife or a child or a friend any
longer. But in the future, there will be no
wives and no friends. Children will be
taken from their mothers at birth, as one
takes eggs from a hen. The sex instinct will
be eradicated. Procreation will be an an-
nual formality like the renewal of a ration
card ... there will be no loyalty, except
loyalty toward the Party. There will be no
love, except the love of Big Brother. There
will be no laughter, except the laugh of tri-
umph over a defeated enemy ... all com-
peting pleasures will be destroyed. But
always — do not forget this Winston — al-
ways there will be the intoxication of
power, constantly increasing and con-
stantly growing subtler. Always, at every
moment, there will be the thrill of victory,
the sensation of trampling on an enemy
who is helpless. If you want a picture of

Please see 1984 on P. 17

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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* Ladies, before you put a ring on it, you
might want to consider that a survey of
17,000 people across 28 countries found
that the amount of time a man spends
doing chores on a weekly basis decreases
significantly after he marries.

* In 1862, the King of Siam offered Abraham
Lincoln many elephants on the grounds that
a “"country as great as the United States
should not be without elephants.” President
Lincoln politely declined.

» The stage before frostbite is called --

wait for it -- frostnip.

e Boeing uses potatoes to test their in-
flight Wi-Fi, as they reflect and absorb
the signals in a fashion similar to hu-
mans. The process is called Synthetic
Personnel Using Dialectic Substitution,
or SPUDS.

e The first roller coaster was used to
transport coal down a hill. After people
found that it could reach speeds up to 50
mph, tourists started asking to ride on it
for a few cents.

» Thought for the Day: "By walking on
the right path, you create a golden fate
for yourself and you also become a silver
lining for the others!" -- Mehmet Murat
ildan

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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By Jeff McGrath

We are now at a point where more
people are qualifying for the COVID-19
vaccination, including food producers
and farm workers. The Madera Farm Bu-
reau is helping to advance the vaccination
by coordinating with farmers and setting
up locations for immunizations. Here is a
synopsis of the vaccine creation process.

There are more vaccine candidates
simultaneously in the pipeline for
COVID-19 than ever before for an infec-
tious disease. All of them are trying to
achieve the same thing: Immunity to the
virus and the possibility some might also
be able to stop transmission. They do so
by stimulating an immune response to an
antigen, a molecule found on the virus. In
the case of COVID-19, the antigen is typ-

ically the characteristic spike protein found
on the surface of the virus, which it nor-
mally uses to help it invade human cells.
There are four categories of vaccines in clin-
ical trials: Whole virus, protein subunit,
viral vector and nucleic acid (RNA and
DNA). Some of them try to smuggle the
antigen into the body, others use the body’s
own cells to make the viral antigen.

Many conventional vaccines use whole
viruses to trigger an immune response.
There are two main approaches: Live atten-
uated vaccines use a weakened form of the
virus that can still replicate without causing
illness; inactivated vaccines use viruses
whose genetic material has been destroyed
so they cannot replicate but can still trigger
an immune response. Both types use well-
established technology and pathways for
regulatory approval, but live attenuated ones
may risk causing disease in people with
weak immune systems and often require
careful cold storage, making their use more
challenging in low-resource countries. In-
activated virus vaccines can be given to peo-
ple with compromised immune systems but
might also need cold storage.

Subunit vaccines use pieces of the

pathogen — often fragments of protein — to
trigger an immune response. Doing so min-
imizes the risk of side effects, but it also
means the immune response may be
weaker. Therefore, they often require adju-
vants to help boost the immune response.
An example of an existing subunit vaccine
is the hepatitis B vaccine.

Nucleic acid vaccines use genetic ma-
terial — either RNA or DNA - to provide
cells with the instructions to make the anti-
gen. In the case of COVID-19, this is usu-
ally the viral spike protein. Once this genetic
material gets into human cells, it uses our
cells' protein factories to make the antigen
that will trigger an immune response. The
advantages of such vaccines are that they
are easy to make and less expensive. Viral
vector vaccines also work by giving cells
genetic instructions to produce antigens, but
they differ from nucleic acid vaccines in that
they use a harmless virus, different from the
one the vaccine is targeting, to deliver these
instructions into the cell. One type of virus
that has often been used as a vector is aden-
ovirus, which causes the common cold. As
with nucleic acid vaccines, our own cellu-
lar machinery is hijacked to produce the

antigen from those instructions in order to
trigger an immune response. You can go to
www.gavi.org for more vaccine informa-
tion.

Board members will be elected at the
next SEMCU meeting. Any community
members who are interested in helping with
ideas and the direction SEMCU can be
nominated. If not you, maybe you know
someone that may be interested in helping
our community by spending one hour per
month at our monthly meeting. Although
the time required is minimal, the importance
of caring for our community is invaluable.

As part of the social distancing, our
monthly board meetings on the third Mon-
day of each month will be held via tele-
phone conferencing. The public is invited
and encouraged to listen in and offer ideas
of projects that can help improve our com-
munity. To join in at 6 p.m., call 312-757-
3221. When prompted, dial the access code
7156579494#. To call SEMCU for more in-
formation, call 559-363-9095, or reach the
organization at www.semcu.org or by email
at info@semcu.org.

SEMCU is “By the Community,

For the Community”
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Letter Answering Time

Hello, 93636.

When the Ranchos Independent edi-
tor originally approached me about writing
an automotive column, he envisioned read-
ers submitting questions with me offering
automotive advice. This month I received
an email from an Independent reader so let's
see how his concept works out.

"Hi Warren. Your In Good Handls ar-
ticles are always very informative and en-
tertaining at the same time. Your recent
article Checking Check Balls was one of
my favorites. I even read parts to my wife.
She asked me a question I really don t have
a good answer for: She drives a 2014 Nis-
san 370Z but since COVID she is driving
less than 3,000 miles per year. Some peo-
ple think she should have her oil changed
every 3 months anyway. Prior to having a
company car, I would change my personal
vehicle's oil every 3,000 miles. Interesting
to me my 2015 Ford Pick-Up service in-
tervals were every 10,000 miles but my
new 2020 Ford Pick-Up interval is 7,500
miles with the same 3.5L Eco Boost engine.
My company car service agreement is
5,000 mile service intervals. What do you
say?

“I'm also interested in your views con-
cerning service items like radiator flushes,
differential gear oil changes, fuel injector
service, etc. Some of these seem to me to be
over the top. Would love to hear your take.
Rodney.”

Thank you, Rodney, for your kind
words and questions.

My way of thinking is this: Vehicle
manufacturers are hoping you will be brand
loyal and purchase your next new vehicle
from them also. If their vehicle's reliability
is too low or its maintenance costs are too
high, it would be a deterrent. The manufac-
turer’s recommendations are designed to
ensure the greatest reliability at the least
costs.

Your owner’s manual shows two dif-
ferent maintenance schedules: “Normal”
and “Severe Duty.” Severe duty driving
conditions include primarily short trips of
five miles or less, stop and go and/or dusty
driving conditions, very hot, very cold,
heavy loads or towing a trailer. All Ranchos
vehicles fall into the severe duty category
due to the valley's summer heat, dust and
wildfire particulates. Depending on driving
style and vehicle, I generally recommend a

service interval exactly in the middle. I do not rec-
ommend “normal”’ maintenance service recom-
mendations, Rodney.

Many newer vehicles have an in-vehicle
maintenance reminder system that records a num-
ber of operating conditions like cold starts, aver-
age distance traveled per trip, engine
temperatures, average speed, etc. It calculates the
maintenance strategy
and turns on the
"Maintenance  Re-
minder Lamp" when
it's time for an engine
oil change, fluid level
checks, component
inspections and other
car maintenance
services. | endorse the
Maintenance  Re-
minder Systems and
rely on them to serv-
ice my family’s vehicles.

With regard to oil change intervals, sludge
is the greatest determinate. Sludge is oil that has
turned into a thick black goo which clings to
everything and restricts small oil passageways.
Sludge is created when engine oil is contaminated
with carbon from the combustion process and
water vapor from condensation. A few minutes
at freeway speeds allows the oil to warm up
enough to evaporate the water. Sludge also forms
when high heat conditions cause oil breakdown.
Fortunately, sludge and varnish deposits are
something oil manufacturers can control. Syn-
thetic oil is a highly refined oil with high-per-
forming additives created in a lab for uniformity
and a more consistent oil flow during all normal
engine temperature fluctuations. Under a micro-
scope, a drop of synthetic oil shows millions of
molecules all nearly the same size and structure.
Full synthetic oils use synthetic base stocks with
high performing additives. Conventional oil is re-
fined from crude oil and under a microscope
shows millions of molecules all with different
shapes, sizes and structures. An American Auto-
mobile Association study of conventional oils vs
full synthetic oils found on average full synthetic
oils outperformed conventional oils by 47 percent
with shear stability, deposit formation, volatility,
cold-temperature pumpability, oxidation resist-
ance and viscosity changes.

At my shop the engine oil change is only
ONE component of the vehicle service interval
process. The proactive visual vehicle inspection is
just as important. Although I'm not opposed to a
yearly oil change at 3,000 miles, I don't like the in-
creased risk of break downs that comes with the
lower inspection rate.

In my personal daily drivers, I use conven-
tional oil unless the manufacturer recommenda-
tion is otherwise. Mine all have 200,000 —
330,000 miles on the clock so I would rather
spend the money on frequent inspections instead
of expensive oil. That's just my opinion.

Cooling system services are generally rec-

ommended every five years or 150,000 miles.
Ethylene glycol does not wear out, but the lubri-
cants, silicates, phosphates and other coolant ad-
ditives do. The proper pH range for a modern
cooling system is 9.8-10.5. Neglecting your cool-
ing system will cost you BIG. I strongly agree
with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Transmission fluid service recommenda-

tions are generally
100,000 miles. I pre-
fer 60,000 - 90,000
miles. I also prefer
fluid  exchanges
rather than filter re-
placements. Keep-
ing the fluid clean
will keep the filter
clean.

Differential
fluid replacement
recommendations

are generally 150,000 miles. I agree.

Atmy shop we test the brake fluid every oil
service and our recommendations are according
to the test results.

Power steering fluid is the most neglected

fluid in my opinion. It's hard to gauge and the Bu-
reau of Automotive Repair frowns on recom-
mendations based on color. Power Steering fluid
exchanges are inexpensive, so my general recom-
mendation is every 60,000 with synthetic fluid.

With regard to fuel injection service, the
typical gasoline port fuel injection service rec-
ommendation is every 60,000 to 90,000 miles.
If your fuel mileage is normal and there are no
drivability issues, it's not something I automati-
cally recommend. If your vehicle is a Gasoline
Direct Injection vehicle the recommendation is
40,000 - 60,000 miles. Based on my training I
strongly agree.

OK Rodney, that's all for this one. Hope this
helps.

As always, if any readers have any sugges-
tions, recommendations, general or specific
questions about a vehicle, I can be reached at
complete car care@hotmail.com or text to 559-
907-7661.

God bless America and God bless 93636.

Warren Parr, a two-time ASE/NAPA Cal-
ifornia Technician of the Year and 2013
ASE/NAPA National Technician of the Year
2nd Runner-Up
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the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face — forever.”

Nature is ultimately unchangeable, of course, and humans are
not God. Totalitarianism will never win in the end — but it can win
long enough to destroy a civilization. That is what is ultimately at
stake in the fight we are in. We can see today the totalitarian impulse
among powerful forces in our politics and culture. We can see it in
the rise and imposition of doublethink, and we can see it in the in-
creasing attempt to rewrite our history.

“An informed patriotism is what we want,” Ronald Reagan said
toward the end of his Farewell Address as president in January 1989.
“Are we doing a good enough job teaching our children what Amer-
ica is and what she represents in the long history of the world?”

Then he issued a warning.

“Those of us who are over 35 or so years of age grew up in a dif-
ferent America. We were taught, very directly, what it means to be
an American. And we absorbed, almost in the air, a love of country
and an appreciation of its institutions. If you didn’t get these things
from your family you got them from the neighborhood, from the fa-
ther down the street who fought in Korea or the family who lost
someone at Anzio. Or you could get a sense of patriotism from

Jefferson: That he wrote the Declaration of Independence and that
he was a slaveholder. This is a stunted and dishonest teaching about
Jefferson. What do our schoolchildren not learn? They don’t learn
what Jefferson wrote in Notes on the State of Virginia: “I tremble for
my country when | reflect that God is just.” He wrote in that book
regarding the contest between the master and the slave. “The
Almighty has no attribute which can take side with us in such a con-
test.” If schoolchildren learned that, they would see that Jefferson
was a complicated man, like most of us.

They don’t learn that when our nation first expanded, it was
into the Northwest Territory, and that slavery was forbidden in that
territory. They don’t learn that the land in that territory was ceded
to the federal government from Virginia, or that it was on the mo-
tion of Thomas Jefferson that the condition of the gift was that slav-
ery in that land be eternally forbidden. If schoolchildren learned
that, they would come to see Jefferson as a human being who in-
herited things and did things himself that were terrible, but who re-
gretted those things and fought against them. And they would learn,
by the way, that on the scale of human achievement, Jefferson ranks
very high. There’s just no question about that, if for no other reason
than that he was a prime agent in founding the first republic dedi-
cated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

school. And if all else failed you could get a

The astounding thing, after all, is not that

sense of patriotism from the popular culture.
The movies celebrated democratic values and
implicitly reinforced the idea that America
was special. TV was like that, too, through the
mid-sixties.

“But now, we’re about to enter the
[1990s], and some things have changed.

Depriving the young of the spirit
of freedom will deprive us all of our
country. It could deprive us, finally,
of our humanity itself.

some of our Founders were slaveholders.
There was a lot of slavery back then, as there
had been for all of recorded time. The as-
tounding thing — the miracle, even, one
might say — is that these slaveholders
founded a republic based on principles de-
signed to abnegate slavery.

Younger parents aren’t sure that an unam-
bivalent appreciation of America is the right thing to teach modern
children. And as for those who create the popular culture, well-
grounded patriotism is no longer the style ... we’ve got to do a bet-
ter job of getting across that America is freedom — freedom of
speech, freedom of religion, freedom of enterprise. And freedom is
special and rare. It’s fragile; it needs protection.

“So, we’ve got to teach history based not on what’s in fashion
but what’s important — why the Pilgrims came here, who Jimmy
Doolittle was, and what those 30 seconds over Tokyo meant. You
know, four years ago on the 40th anniversary of D-Day, | read a
letter from a young woman writing to her late father, who’d fought
on Omaha Beach ... she said, ‘we will always remember, we will
never forget what the boys of Normandy did.” Well, let’s help her
keep her word. If we forget what we did, we won’t know who we
are. I’m warning of an eradication of the American memory that
could result, ultimately, in an erosion of the American spirit.”

American schoolchildren today learn two things about Thomas

To present young people with a full and
honest account of our nation’s history is to invest them with the
spirit of freedom. It is to teach them something more than why our
country deserves their love, although that is a good in itself. It is to
teach them that the people in the past, even the great ones, were
human and had to struggle. And by teaching them that, we prepare
them to struggle with the problems and evils in and around them.
Teaching them instead that the past was simply wicked and that
now they are able to see so perfectly the right, we do them a dis-
service and fit them to be slavish, incapable of developing sympa-
thy for others or undergoing trials on their own.

Depriving the young of the spirit of freedom will deprive us all
of our country. It could deprive us, finally, of our humanity itself.
This cannot be allowed to continue. It must be stopped.

Larry Arnn is the president of Hillsdale College. This article is
adapted from a speech he delivered at a Hillsdale College reception
in Rogers, Arkansas, on Nov. 17, 2020. Hillsdale College’s website
is www.hillsdale.edu. Used with permission.
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mission will then make a determination
after the hearing as to whether the needs
presented are “reasonable.” After all ex-
isting services, or the creation of new
transit systems, have been expanded to
their fullest and County transportation
needs are still unmet, the Commission
may release remaining Transportation
Development Act funds for street and
road purposes, such as repair, recon-
struction or other uses.

The hearing will be held to take tes-
timony on Wednesday, April 21, 3 p.m.,
via GoToWebinar. Due to these unprece-
dented times, this meeting will only be
held virtually. To participate in the live
hearing, you must follow this link: at-
tendee.gotowebinar.com/register/549544
9689009231375 and register to attend.
After registration, you will receive im-
portant information about how to call-in
to the Webinar.

Those that are unable to participate
in the hearing via GoToWebinar are en-
couraged to submit their comments in
writing prior to April 21 for inclusion in
the public record. You may email pub-
liccomment@maderactc.org, call 559-
675-0721, send your comment to 2001
Howard Road, Suite 201, Madera, CA
93637 or take the survey at www.sur-
veymonkey.com/r/UTN2021.

Madera County Transportation
Commission Staff strongly encourages
you to submit your comments utilizing
other strategies such as the online survey,
email, mail or by phone. Each comment
received will be read to the Board di-
rectly to make sure your voice is heard.
Using the techniques listed will be the
best and most effective way to have your
comments heard.

If you would like to testify in a lan-
guage other than Spanish or English,
please contact the Commission by April
15 by 3 p.m.
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE.
By appointment only. 36027 Ruth
Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond firewood. Round or split.
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

For Sale

1978 Starfire Cabin Cruiser -
22-foot w/trailer, GREAT
CONDITION - 351 Ford, 9.8
HP Honda trolling motor, 2 new
batteries, new tires, all work
done by Cronin Marine in
Madera Ranchos, current license
and a cover. BEST OFFER.
Call 304-2019 or 252-0291.

For sale -- Cemetery plots. Two
plots at St. Peter’s “Sacred Heart”
section. No opening or closing in-
cluded. Side by side location.
$4,500 each plot. Call 559-312-
0891 and please leave message.

TO ADVERTISE CALL 645-0634 §Independent

For sale -- Large bird cage with
stand. Color/white. $160 or best
offer.Call 559-312-0891 for more
details and size. Please leave
message.

Housecleaning

Over 40 yars of experience -
References available - Lupe’s
House Cleaning, residential,
one-time service, move-
ins/move-outs, windows, con-
struction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo.com.
559-916-1528 or 650-771-2915

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RE-
CYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS
4 RECYCLING offers pickup
of all recyclable materials in-

cluding newspaper, shredded
paper, containers, plastic,
glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-
6832.

Funds support Ranchos
community organizations.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home win-dows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723.

Free estimates. Ask about our
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

GVUSD cont. from P. 2

turn to in-person instruction. From the very
beginning, we have fought the requirement
to remove our kids from their classrooms.
Last year, our school board and district held
out as long as we could prior to sending
kids to distance learning. Even then, we
pushed to honor our seniors by not only
doing a virtual graduation, and with the
help of the LHS staff, we held a scaled-
down, in-person graduation that was well
received.

At the beginning of this school year,
we were very clear: Our goal was to open
the doors and have students in front of their
teachers. Unfortunately, one of the biggest
ideals of an elected school board was re-
moved: Local control. The Governor opted
instead to make the decision under emer-
gency powers to force everyone into dis-
tance learning. This did not sit well with
this Board, and we asked for a closed ses-
sion conversation with legal counsel to dis-
cern our options and clarify what would
happen if we choose to move forward and
open schools anyway. The potential penal-
ties to the district — and frankly, to us as in-
dividuals — was great enough that we were
forced to comply with the order. Since that
day, however, we have been looking for
every possible way to return our students to
in-person instruction. We have also worked
hard to offer choices for our students and
families because we feel it is important to
give families choices to meet their needs.
We were the first in the County to receive
the waiver and return elementary schools to
in-person instruction. This waiver process,
however, could not include our high school
and middle school population.

In October, the principals from Liberty
High School and Ranchos Middle School
presented to us their approach to returning
kids to campus based on the rules at that
time. We felt like we were close in Madera
County to being able to meet the require-
ments to open our doors, but unfortunately,
as a County, we did not meet the Red Tier
requirements for long enough, like our
neighboring counties of Merced and Fresno
did. At that time, we passed a resolution,
which we reviewed and updated at Tues-
day’s board meeting, to give instructions to

SAY YOU

SAWITIN
the Ranchog

open the doors as soon as we can.

With the lifting of the recent stay-at-
home order, we are planning for, yet again,
a return to some version of in-person in-
struction at each of our school sites. In
preparation, we have been able to work
with Brett Frazier, our local county Super-
visor, to make the vaccine available for our
staff age 50 plus and even a quick clinic for
all of our educational staff. The latter was
performed on very short notice, and we still
have some staff that want to take advantage
of this. I have asked the principals to be
ready with a list of those staff who are still
wanting the vaccine, so that I can work with
the County in hopes to finish that project.

At our February 9 board meeting, we
announced we were able to work with
Madera County Public Health to have them
reevaluate their view on what should con-
stitute our campus staying open. This
reevaluation of the waiver was not just a
matter of reading the waiver closer; actual
changes were made at the County level re-
garding the interpretation of the waiver.
This was accomplished because of the dili-
gent work by our nurse, teachers, and staff
about following the safety guidelines and
diligently contact tracing. Thank you.

At the February 23 board meeting, the
opening plans for our secondary schools
were presented as well as the expanded
view of cohorts that Dr. Paul talked about
earlier this month. The board also reviewed
the resolution reaffirming our commitment
to putting our students back in their desks
on campus as soon as we legally can. We
are exploring every opportunity and avenue
to fast track our approach and will continue
to work toward the end goal of full in-per-
son instruction for all of our students.

Andy Wheeler
GVUSD Board President
by Linda Thistle
8 1 3
5 7 2
6 9 1
9 2 8
4 5 7
1 6
8
1 2
8 3 7
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“Real estate is

my life! I make
our real estate

reams a reality.”
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Who is the REAL Wizard
Behind the Curtain?

By Betty Van Valkenburg

In the 1939 movie, The Wizard of Oz,
four desperate and needy characters battled
the Wicked Witch of the West to reach the
Emerald City where they were promised by
the Good Witch that a powerful wizard —
who for some reason was always hidden
behind a curtain — would grant their wishes.

Dorothy wished to find her way home,
the tinman wanted a heart, the cowardly lion
needed courage and the scarecrow wanted a
brain. But to their dismay, after risking their
lives to reach the wizard, the curtain was
pulled to reveal that he was nothing but a
fraud; just a man projecting his voice and
likeness outside the curtain and using the
hoax for his own purposes. And as it turned
out, he was as lost as they were.

Of course, the movie ended happily.
Dorothy woke in her own bed to find that the
adventure had been merely a bad dream — a
nightmare. All the while, she had been safely
asleep, dreaming up the assorted characters
based on real people at her family’s farm. No
harm was done. End of a great movie.

Today, in the crazy year 2021, the
United States of America is going through
a real — not imagined — national nightmare
from which we may or may not awaken.
There is no Good Witch to help us, no mag-
ical ruby slippers to click together and
transport us and no yellow brick road to fol-
low.

To our dismay, it seems that there is a
modern-day “wizard” or perhaps “wizards”
— a real person or persons hidden behind a
figurative curtain. His, her or their words are
miraculously — although bumblingly and
sometimes incoherently — voiced by the cur-
rent president of the United States with the
aid of cue cards, tele-prompters, notes in
pockets and carefully rehearsed prepared
short speeches.

It is painfully obvious that the sitting
president is incapable of leading a nation and
deciding national and international policy. He

frequently appears not to know what he is
doing or where he is. It must be assumed that
his wizards go beyond the role of traditional
advisors to actually controlling the president
of the United States.

Someone is spearheading Biden’s disas-
trous, and in some cases unconstitutional, Ex-
ecutive Orders. Someone is directing the
actions and policies creating havoc at the
southern border which will have dire conse-
quences for the entire country. Someone
plans to raise taxes. Someone decided to can-
cel the XL pipeline, thus insuring American
dependence for oil on foreign countries once
again and higher gas prices at the pump for
all of us. Someone is leading the country
down a disastrous path of chaos and ruin to
be followed by full-blown socialism or a dic-
tatorship.

American citizens need to know who is
today’s “wizard,” or who are the “wizards” be-
hind Biden’s curtain. Like it or not, Joseph R.
Biden was sworn in as President of the United
States. He alone has presidential authority and
responsibility. He alone can sign bills into law.
He alone — so far — can authorize the launch of
nuclear missiles. We need to know, must
know, who is pulling his strings so that we can

hold them accountable for their subterfuge and
so we can take actions and vote based on fact:
and not propaganda.

Please note that this is not to let Jog
Biden off the hook. His track record is hardly
one of America First. He’s been known fo
some time as a gaffe machine. He mus
know, even while operating at less than ful
capacity, that he is being used. His and hi
son’s substantial financial gain and question
able dealings with China are despicable and
well known, although denied by news outlet
favoring the Left (media bias and cancel cul
ture are subjects for another time). Alsg
please note the obvious, that this writer is no
a mind reader. But really, doesn’t everyong
recognize that our president is not in chargg
— of himself or the country? And that lunacy
reigns supreme?

Sticking our heads in the sand is no
acceptable for a free, proud people. Wq
everyday citizens must reject propagandal
carefully search out the facts on each issuq
and then speak up, regardless of threats o
opposition — unafraid and unashamed — and
become active with conservative/politica
groups and causes. If not “now,” then therq
may not be a “when.”

STOP THE PAIN!

“We’ve got your back”

Sports Physicals only $35!

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing

3121 36754 AVE. ]2 °

660-5262

www. The Ranchos.com

Lic.#414178

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owaed
Seuce 19576
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Business Directory * Business Directory * Business Directory ¢ Business Directory

Lic. #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -
+ efficient ¢ reliable + cost-effective .l Beau

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS+SIDEWALKS*COMMERCIAL*RESIDENTIAL
Jdose Lope=
559-779-0401

THE COMFORT

AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

P - 1
l I HIGH QUALITY
: : GATE SYSTEMS
1 A solid fpundat_io_n for your next projecl‘ 1
I Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting I CA LIC. #934774
d INVESTIN YOUR [ -662- commercial, residential
: EXISTING PROPERTY! : ggg 228 g;zg and industrial landscaping
! For a free consultation, visit 1 - -
' our Madera Ranchos office! 1 674 — 1 6 63 Sales and Service - Free Estimates Mwssg -242 -6352
:10878 HWY 41 + 559-645 4849I Duct Testing & Certification
R 1 Locally owned
:. www.bedrockeng.com | eamme day seruice and operated! H59-454-8060| | info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us
BaM MARION POOL
SERVICE & REPAIR
I:I Store hours: * Equipment
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30 * Supplies
[ ] Sat 800400 + Residential
SIMT- Yard cleanups & hauling * Weed control . ing - . i
Akt & Chaftd Studis * Bidgue » Wood Stems Madera Ranchos Plaza Lawn ,fvgf,:f';g fnegl‘,l’,':‘;ﬁy' Vamtenance Dralns. tjoisatﬁ rt;w(rilc::mermal
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts 37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 (nota l'cTIn;:d co'ror‘tractor)‘J I\Cng‘aenftl;% Areas 2t 559 ‘2:2!;' gig? 251.2514 351 )1,605 6454799
939-824-6336 GA5-1570 | it ccq. 074 4257 | |&heCental Valley email . ' '
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway) e 559-974-1357 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after 5 p.m.

GO F|G U R E| by Linda Thistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the figures
given at the bottom and right-hand columns of the

diagram by follow-
ing the arithmetic

signs in the order
they are given| +

(that is, from left to
right and top to

bottom). Use only
the numbers | =
below the diagram

to complete its
blank squares and

use each of the
nine numbers only

once.

= X 7
om
= + 6
3 H E
133456789

* TIRES
*"ALIGNMENTS

* WHEEL &
TIRE
PACKAGES

*LIFT &
LOWERING
KITS

* FREE TIRE
MAINTENANCE

959-831-2937

SINGE Interior & Exterior
1980
Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

I-IAI RC I.l‘l's

'513'

Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

439-2004

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might feel more encouraged about changes in your personal and/or
professional life. However, it might be best not to rush things but rather work with them as they evolve.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The Bovine's business sense is especially keen this week. But
remember that it's always best to investigate before investing. Make sure there are no hidden factors
that can rise up later on.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Working on a family project could create tension between and among
those concerned. Your good sense and your patience can help reduce bad attitudes and raise positive
feelings.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You should be seeing more progress in the development of your plans
and more supporters joining in. News from the past could help change someone's long-held position.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) With personal aspects strong this week, Leos and Leonas might want to
spend more time with family and others who are especially close to them. Also expect news of a
possible career change.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Taking a strong stand can be helpful this week. But be careful
you don't cross the line into obstinacy. Best to take a position on facts as they are, not as you want them
to be.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You have a strong sense of the needs of others. This week, turn
some of that sensitivity into an honest self-appraisal, and let it find places where you can help yourself.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Creating an emotional comfort zone to handle a personal
problem helps at first. But by midweek, you'll realize you need to deal with it directly or it could linger
for too long.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Turning the page on a mistake to start fresh might not
be the thing to do. Better to go over each step that led up to the decision you made and see which one
misled you.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Goats enjoy a varied diet, but eating crow isn't on the
menu -- at least not this week. An embarrassing situation might have gone wrong before you got into
it. Check it out.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Your sense of honesty might impel you to speak up about a
situation you disapprove of. That's fine. But do so without sounding accusatory. You might not know
all the facts behind it.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Being asked to create a reassuring attitude in the middle of chaos
isn't easy, but you can do it. Support for your efforts comes slowly, but it does come. Enjoy an arts-

filled weekend.

Born this Week.

Your honesty about people and issues is
ex;aressec( na ;aasitiﬂe, not }’M“f"' L, WAY.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: AN ESTABLISHED CUSTOM

Acquit Counterfeit Forfeit Transmit
Bandit Credit Inherit Unit
Benefit Deposit Profit Whodunit
Circuit Explicit Solicit

©2021 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights resenved.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. TELEVISION: Which 1980s-'90s
sitcom featured the Conner family?

2. LANGUAGE: What does the Greek
prefix "pan" mean in English?

3. MOVIES: Which artist sang the song
that inspired the movie title "Pretty
Woman"?

4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is
the first primary color that babies can see?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the world's
longest cave system?

6. MEDICAL: What is a fasciculation, the
medical term for a common ailment?

7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president
was the only one to be elected a U.S.
senator after leaving office?

8. GEOLOGY: Emerald and aquamarine
are types of which mineral?

9. U.S. STATES: What was the first state
to ratify the U.S. Constitution?

10. MEASUREMENTS: What dosing
measurement (metric) is used to
administer liquid medication?

Answers
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76
81
94 (95 (96 |97
102
108
114
120 121
126 127 128 129
130 131 132 133
ACROSS 45 Narcissists 111 “QED" part 7 Volcano 40 ‘Be silent!” 80 Big name
1 Plates, e.q. 48 Bone: Prefix 112 Beneficiary stuff 41 Adolescent in beer
6 “Star Wars" 50 Insult, 113 Certain PC 8 Startlingcry 46 Country's brewing
villain — the informally readout 9 Light source econ. 82 “Alley —!"
Hutt 51 YWCA part 114 Purplish fruit in a socket measure 83 Condé —
11 Longtime 54 Yule, briefly spread 10 Had dinner 47 Suffix of 84 Mall lure
fashionmag 57 Small Vlasic 117 Male ducks at a friend's medical 85 Spill clumsily
16 “Got it!" offering 120 — Lingus house. e.g. conditions 89 Guitar's kin
19 Muslimgod 63 Domestic 121 Rivulet 11 Note 49 Free (from) 91 Con artists
20 Has left the 67 Explorer 122 What the equivalentto 51 Plump bird 92 Abridge
office, say Ericson last word 66-Down 52 "— From 93 Took cover
21 Bilbao locale 68 Glossy of 23-, 28-, 12 Not Muskogee” 94 Patchy horse
22 "Whether — surface 38-, 57, 70-. necessarily (1969 hit) 95 Vague
nobler ... 69 “As above,” 81-,103- or against 53 Annoys 96 Plague
23 Sudden- in a footnote 114-Across is 13 Spoke 55 Circle part 97 Fit as a fiddle
death extra 70 Morning joe, asynonymof 14Inthe —of  56lonian,e.g. 98 Sound of
in a golf maybe 126 Hang behind {during) 58 Upper crust falling hail
tounament ~ 75Teartobits 127 Giantinlife ~ 15Inreadiness 59 Purity of a 99 F-J link
25 Supermodel 76 Gambols insurance 16 Map-filled color 100 One of two in
Klum 78 Inventory 128 Televised references 60 Razor-sharp “crocodile”
26 Hi-fi platters 79 Board, asa 129"..andvice 17 Mostwithit ~ 61 Advanced 104 Wading birds
27 Cook gently ship - 18 Alleges 62Lead-into 105 R&B singer
28 Behave 810ne who's 130 Hip-hop “Dr." 24 Ice-cream skeleton — Badu
obsequiously distraught 131 Hide, as loot alternative. 63 Giveajob 106 — Mahal
31 Secretive with feelings 132 Old Russian for short to 107 Accuses
U.S. org. 86 1/16 ounce dynasts 29 “Scream” 64 Former Laker 109 PLO head
32 Reddingof 87 Perfectly 133 German director Lamar Mahmoud
song 88 “— aboard!" city Craven 65 Office letter 110 Brimless
36 Opp. of 90 Baker's unit 30 Sitarist 66 Note cap
horizontal 94 Pec-building DOWN Shankar equivalentto 115 "The
37 Film preview exercises 1Does a 33 Weight unit 11-Down Godfather”
38 Sort who's 98 Tilling tools, fist bump, 34 With asharp 71 Do atax score
at hand to Brits colloquially picture, briefly task composer
whenever 101 King, in Caen 2 Chicago’s 35 Shrek creator 72 J.D. Salinger Nino
needed 102 Old Peruvian home William title girl 116 Some med.
42 Part of 103 Connections 3 Close loudly 38 “Gigli" 73 "— be my scans
a hunting making 4 The co-star, pleasure” 118 All-night bash
outfit people feel Caribbean's familiarly 74 Baby of a 119 Comic Laurel
43 Lucy of “Kung close — Islands 39 Certain boomer 123 Eon subunit
FuPanda” 108 Big name 5 Slipper, e.g. nuclear 77In— 124 Bonn article
44 French in hygiene 6 Peanut butter weapon, for (as first 125 TSA
painter Rosa products brand short found) requests
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. We would appreciate any nomination of community :
' . members who are interested in helping with ideas !
. ' and the direction SEMCU should move forward.
-Maybe you know of someone that may be.
 interested and could help our community by
:spendmg one hour per month at our monthly
' meeting. Although the time required is minimal, ! :

| . the importance of caring for our community is:
: invaluable. i

regular SEMCU meetings will

take place Y/ F te'conferencie.

ournextiviectinglisivMionday¥Aprai 92 at 6 pam:
ﬁh@fﬁ@%ﬂ%@@ﬁ
and theYAccessiCodelis¥/ 15-657-949.

Pleaselletusiknowiif youlhavelanyquestions:




