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New Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
President Amber Hornick was in charge at
the 16th Annual Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce Crab Feed on March 1.

Photo courtesy of John Glueck
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The 16th Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Crab Feed
Another sold-out Crab Feed was held on Friday, March 1. The Dante Club in Fresno provided the backdrop to over 250 people enjoying crab, pasta, salad, bread and dessert. (All photos courtersy of John Glueck)

Can you say sold out? Over
250 people went crab crazy.

Husband Paul Hornick helps
Amber Hornick with kitchen duties.

Everyone was checking out
the silent auction items.

It wouldn’t be a Crab Feed without the Ranchos Kiwanis helping.

Sheriff Varney, right, stops to
chat at the Ranchos Independent table.

PistoresiAmbulanceownerMonte
Pistoresi gets the high auction bid.

Perry Watkins’auctioneering
led to the Auctioneers’ Polka.

It was all hands on deck to get
the food out to the waiting diners.

There were many items up
for bid in the silent auction.

In addition to crab, Joliene
Mason brought the pasta.

Past President Bill Whyman,
left, helps with the auction.

When you’re serious about
crab, you bring a cart.

Despite Fires,
Clean Valley Air
Last month, the “Check Before You
Burn” program finished its 16th year with
what was one of the cleanest in recorded
history, despite record-breaking wildfires
at the beginning of the season.
The Check Before You Burn Program, which takes place annually from
November through February, is designed
to minimize the build-up of harmful fine
particulate pollution. Regional high pressure systems often cause pollutants to become trapped in the bowl-shaped San
Joaquin Valley, creating high concentrations of particulate matter (PM) 2.5 that
build up quickly at ground level, resulting
in poor air quality.
November’s Camp Fire, which was
the deadliest wildfire in the state to date
and burned 153,336 acres in northern California, generated some of the most significant smoke impacts ever experienced
in the Valley. The District issued several
Health Caution notifications, encouraging
residents to proactively protect their
health by monitoring the Real-Time Air
Advisory Network and limiting their outdoor activities when air quality became
poor.
Despite the devastating Camp Fire
and other wildfires, the wintertime air
quality this season improved overall. Fre-

Please see FIRES on P. 17

DC Trip Planned County Transportation Commission Public Meeting
for Ranchos Kids The Madera County Transportation other than Spanish and English or require possible with regard to those citizens, or
Golden Valley Unified Students between 6th and 8th grade have the opportunity to take a trip to historic Washington
DC, Philadelphia and New York, June 713, 2020.
The trip is led by Sean Tovsrud, a 6th
grade teacher at Webster Elementary who
has made the trip before. You can attend an
informational parent meeting on Tuesday,
April 2 at 6 p.m. in the Reading Lab at
Webster Elementary at 36477 Ruth Ave. in
the Ranchos. The phone number there is
645-3540.
The meeting will allow you to come
and see how learning can come to life
through an educational trip built around our
country’s rich history. You don’t want your
student to miss this opportunity.
In addition to being a 6th grade teacher
at Webster Elementary, Sean Tovsrud is
also the Golden Valley Teacher’s Association president and MESA advisor.

Commission (MCTC) will hold a Public
Hearing to take testimony regarding
transportation needs within Madera
County. The hearing will be held on
Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at 3 p.m., in
the Madera County Transportation Commission offices, 2001 Howard Road,
Suite 201, Madera.
The Madera Area Express will provide fixed-route rides at no cost for the
Unmet Transit Needs hearing. If passengers are unable to ride the fixed route because of disability, free Dial-A-Ride
service to the hearing will be provided to
the Madera County Transportation Commission offices. Call Annie Self at 559661-7435 before 5 p.m., April 16, 2019 to
make a reservation. A Spanish language
interpreter will be available during the
public hearing for those who wish to testify before the Commission in Spanish. If
you would like to testify in a language

other special accommodations in order to
testify, please contact the Commission by
April 12, 2019, by 3 p.m.
Under the California Transportation
Development Act (TDA), this hearing opportunity is provided annually to take testimony on potential unmet transit needs
within the region. The Commission must,
subsequent to the hearing, make a determination whether the needs presented are
“reasonable” to meet. After all “reasonable” needs have been met through the
expansion of existing services, or the creation of new transit systems, the Commission may release remaining TDA
funds for street and road purposes (repair,
reconstruction, etc.).
Members of the public, interested
agencies and civic groups are encouraged
to appear and testify to any transportation
needs not being met by the current system. Testimony should be as specific as

groups of citizens, not currently served by
transit, the requested type and amount of
transit service, the geographic area in
which service is needed, and any other
supporting evidence of information,
which will help in the evaluation of the
“reasonableness” of the requested service.
Those wishing to speak are encouraged to contact Evelyn Espinosa, MCTC
Associate Regional Planner, at 2001
Howard Road, Suite 201, Madera. The
MCTC telephone number is 559-6750721. A request to speak need not be
scheduled, individuals may simply appear at the hearing and request to be recognized,
however
a
scheduled
appearance is encouraged to help organize the testimony. Those that are unable
to attend the public hearing are encouraged to submit their comments in writing
prior to April 17, 2019 for inclusion in
the public record.

Click on “Local News” at
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Dear Editor:
Thank you for a very insightful edition
(February 2019).
I am saddened by the undeniable truth
behind the leading article and the editorial. I
can only agree our priorities have been diluted or numbed beyond belief. What has become the new normal would make my
ornery, cussing, drinking grandfather roll
over in his grave.
One person – one step at a time – we
(yes, you and me) need to share and effect
change. Like Eryn Nyre shares in her column,
its dumbing down people in places that 20
years ago you would never get such disrespect
to the customer. Wait, they just got a minimum wage hike; that might change things.
Our voted-in government is following
suit. As stated in Tea Time, lets teach the history to those who are interested.
FYI for Aunt Jean: My 91-year-old father taught me to use lemon juice (1/2 lemon)
on my skin before drying off. Haven't had dry
or itchy skin since!
Finally, thank you for a wonderful edition. I have enjoyed it all. I thanked it for
being a part of my life and bringing me joy
and then promptly threw it in the recycle bin.
Scott Rothe
Fresno

Dear Editor:
Abraham Lincoln told the story of
boarding with the family of a Presbyterian
minister on the night of the greatest meteor
shower ever recorded in North America. He
was awakened by the minister who shouted,
“Arise Abraham, for the heavens are falling
and the day of judgment has arrived.” But
Lincoln noticed that despite the hysteria
around him and the chaos above him, he
could still see the familiar constellations fixed
in the sky, and he knew the world was not
about to end.
No one denies that our planet is warming, carbon dioxide levels are increasing and
ocean levels are rising. But before we run
screaming into the night, let’s also do a quick
reality check. The sky isn’t falling.
Global warming (and cooling) is nothing new: Our planet has been warming on
and off since the last ice age. There have been
periods throughout both recorded history and
pre-history when scientists tell us temperatures were much hotter (and colder) than they
are today. Science tells us that carbon dioxide
levels have varied widely throughout the
planet’s history, and have often been many
times higher than today. Science tells us that
at the end of the last ice age, ocean levels
were 400 feet lower than they are today and
the modern rise has been steady, small and

doesn’t correlate to carbon dioxide levels. In
the Caribbean, where continuous hurricane
records date back to 1690, hurricane frequency dropped 20 percent in the last century.
And despite what we are told, there is a
vigorous debate within the scientific community over how much human activity influences climate compared with vastly more
powerful natural forces that have driven climate change for 4½ billion years. As Chicken
Little belatedly discovered, there is a big difference between an acorn and the sky.
Science thrives on civil and dispassionate debate. When someone tells you the debate is over, that dissent should be forbidden
and dissenters should be personally attacked
– that’s not a scientist talking – that’s a politician.
We also need to consider the enormous
costs that the left would impose on each of
our families in pursuit of its “Green New
Deal.” We already have a taste of these policies in California, where carbon taxes have
produced among the highest electricity and
gasoline prices in the United States and contributed to the nation’s highest effective
poverty rate.
This doesn’t mean we can’t find common ground. There are many ways to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions and adapt to our
changing climate that are desirable in themselves, quite apart from the debate over the
causes of the Modern Warm Period. For example, nuclear power plants and hydro-electric dams offer abundant and reliable power
with no carbon dioxide emissions at far lower
costs and with far smaller ecological footprints than wind and solar.
If we can store less moisture in the
mountains as snow because of warming temperatures, doesn’t it make sense to build more
reservoirs to save that water rather than lose
it to the ocean?
If oceans are rising, doesn’t it make
sense to phase out flood insurance subsidies
that encourage people to build in flood plains
by hiding the risk?
Last year’s California wildfires pumped
68 million metric tons of carbon dioxide into
the atmosphere, making a mockery of carbon
dioxide restrictions. Doesn’t it make sense
to harvest excess timber before it can choke
off the forest and burn? Doesn’t it make
sense to manage our forests to match the tree
density to the ability of the land to support it?
Doesn’t it make sense to space trees so that
snow isn’t trapped in dense canopies to evaporate before it can reach the ground? And if
we can’t agree on these measures, then how
seriously are we really taking the purported
apocalypse?
Congressman Tom McClintock
Sacramento
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Letters

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2019. Delivery must be by August 31, 2019.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

Click on “Local News” at
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Guest Editorial

Yes, There’s a Border Problem
By Rich Lowry
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We interrupt the talk of the president "manufacturing" a crisis at the border with this hair-raising report about
the crisis at the border.
Alarming new numbers about border apprehensions from U.S. Customs
and Border Protection should puncture
the lazy conventional wisdom about the
border being under control, except in the
lurid imagination of President Donald
Trump.
More than 76,000 migrants were
apprehended crossing the southern border last month, the highest February in
more than 10 years and the highest
month of the Trump administration. The
number of apprehensions tops any
month during the 2014 border surge
under President Barack Obama, which
no one had a problem calling a crisis at
the time.
Yes, there were more overall apprehensions in the 2000s. But it was a different
population,
made
up
overwhelmingly of adult males from
Mexico who might be apprehended trying to cross multiple times and were reliably returned home when they were
caught. Now, we are apprehending people but not returning them.
Migrants are coming in greater
numbers from Central American countries instead of Mexico, and are primarily families and children. In an

“Our government
must return to
the tradition of
living within our
means and must
do it now. We
asked ourselves
two questions -and answered
them: ``If not us,
who? If not now,
when?''”

astonishing shift, in 2012, 10 percent of
apprehended migrants were families and
children; in recent months, it's been 61
percent.
The rules for dealing with migrants
from noncontiguous countries and with
family units make it all but impossible
to swiftly return or detain them, not to
mention that our physical facilities were
built with single adults in mind.
There is no mechanism to return
these migrants home, to hold them after
they cross the border, or to remove them
once they are in the interior. And word
has gotten out. There's a reason that the
subset of migrants that we can't stop
from getting into the country is growing
so rapidly.
Needless to say, a spiraling border
crisis is maddening for a president committed to controlling the border, which
is why we've seen such frenetic activity
from Trump. His rhetoric may be over
the top, but the impulse to get a handle
on this is absolutely correct.
First, there's the question of basic
sovereignty. If we are going to welcome
a large number of migrants from three
or four foreign countries, we should
make that decision as a conscious policy, rather than slip-sliding into it unawares.
Then there's the matter of assimilation and legality. Poorly educated immigrants, like the ones coming from
Central America, have the hardest time
assimilating, and they will lack legal status on top of it.
Finally, there's the humanitarian
question. Migrant families show up
needing medical attention that we aren't
well-prepared to provide. We'd be much
better positioned to tend to the migrants
under our care if the numbers weren't
overwhelming.
But we are at a stalemate. The New
York Times editorialized the other day
that Trump declared "that there's a crisis
at the border, contrary to all evidence."
Then, the paper ran a news story headlined, "Border at 'Breaking Point' as More
than 76,000 Migrants Cross in a Month."
Both of those pieces can't be right.
There's manufacturing a crisis, then
there's ignoring one for fear of conceding anything to Trump.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
© 2019 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Careful Spending My Money
A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
3/19

Every time I walk into the gas
station and see a sign that they
happily accept EBT cards a part
of me dies inside. Seriously?
Other than a quick stop to grab a
gallon of milk, what exactly is the
state saying by allowing food
stamp cards to be used at the
local 7-11, besides the obvious
message that they do not care one
tiny little iota about how the recipients are spending our money.
I d o n ’ t c a r e w h a t p e o p l e s p e n d the catastrophic mistake of opentheir own money on, but it seems i n g m y f i r s t c r e d i t c a r d b e f o r e I
like an abuse of tax payer dollars truly understood what that meant.
to allow them to grab a quick-stop Why pay cash when plastic is less
burrito, some nachos and bottle of c u m b e r s o m e ? W h y s a v e f o r i t
soda on the state’s dime. This when you can swipe a card and
money should be going to feed pay later? And just like that I
their families and there are cer- joined the ranks of all the other
tainly better and more nutritional Americans who were sending out
ways to feed your families than more than was coming in and
convenience store junk food.
racking up debt for new shoes and
I imagine the popular counter a f a n c y t e l e v i s i o n t h a t I w a s n o t
argument
is
prepared to pay
that we don’t
for. Living bestop
parents
F o r w h a t e v e r re a s o n i f yond my means
w h o a r e n o t o n you have asked for help, be it e v e n t u a l l y
the government
caught up with
from your parents or the gov- me. Luckily for
dole from feedi n g t h e i r c h i l - ernment, then you have to ex- m e , m y p a r e n t s
dren fast food pect that whoever is footing had a lot more
and junk food the bill deserves to have a f i n a n c i a l
o f a l l k i n d s , say in how you are spending wherewithal, so
why then are
they were able
their money.
we trying to put
to come to my
limits on the
rescue. This is
family that is
one of the many
on government assistance? Well, reasons I am blessed to have the
the answer is easy: Because they p a r e n t s I h a v e . T h e y b a i l e d m e
a r e o n g o v e r n m e n t a s s i s t a n c e . I f out, paid off my debt and got me
I ’ m n o t h e l p i n g t o s u p p o r t y o u back on track, but you better bethen I’ll keep my nose out of your lieve they watched my money like
business. Plain and simple.
a hawk. Now that they had given
Throughout my life my father m e m o n e y , I l o s t t h e f r e e d o m t o
h a s a l w a y s p a s s e d o n t o m e a spend anyway I saw fit. After all,
golden bit of advice that his at that point I wasn’t really
m o t h e r - i n - l a w g a v e t o h i m r i g h t spending my own dough anymore.
after he married my mom. He No, I was spending my parents’
would say to me, “Eryn, if I don’t dough.
have to pay your bills, I won’t
This same basic concept aptell you how to live your life.” It p l i e s t o t h e f o o d s t a m p p r o g r a m .
was a sound piece of advice and For whatever reason if you have
he has held to that for the most asked for help, be it from your
part. As an adult, other than the parents or the government, then
occasional fatherly inquiry, as you have to expect that whoever
long as he wasn’t writing my rent i s f o o t i n g t h e b i l l d e s e r v e s t o
c h e c k s , h e d i d n ’ t t e l l m e h o w t o have a say in how you are spendspend my money.
ing their money. And hot dogs
When I was younger, though, and candy bars at the corner store
I did come to my parents for some i s a g r o s s m i s u s e o f c o m m u n i t y
financial help. Like so many
Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
other teenagers before me I made
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at

Page 7
GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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NE
LUNCHWSPDEAILY
CIALS
We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills areas.

Look Good and Feel Great
Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

37357 AVE. 12

funds. That money should be spent
judiciously. Dropping money that
someone else is giving you on expensive junk food is not being judicious with the taxpayers’ money.
If the state is going to put food on
your table, then at the very least it
should be something that is healthy
and filling and not a hold over until
you need your next sugar fix.
It’s important to remember that
this state is broke. Every dollar
counts. So in my opinion if you
have managed to use all of your
food stamp funds putting healthy
food in your kitchen to feed your
family and there is enough left over
to run to a convenience store to
pick up some junk food then
clearly the state needs to reduce
your monthly allowance and put
that money to better use. If, on the
other hand, your refrigerator is
empty and your cupboards are bare
and yet you still insist on blowing
p a rt o f t he t a x p a y e r s ’ h a r d- e a r n e d
money on crap, then maybe you
shouldn’t be allowed to participate

MADERA RANCHOS
3-19

next to LEE KITCHEN
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!
3/19

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

559-268-6650
call Juan and Maria at

3/19

www.The Ranchos.com

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

• It was Isaac Asimov, professor
of biochemistry and beloved
Grand Master of science fiction,
who made the following sage
o b s e r v a t i o n : " T h e re i s a c u l t o f
ignorance in the United States,
a n d t h e re a l w a y s h a s b e e n . T h e
strain of anti-intellectualism
h a s b e e n a c o n s t a n t t h re a d
w i n d i n g i t s w a y t h ro u g h o u r p o litical and cultural life, nurt u re d b y t h e f a l s e n o t i o n t h a t
democracy means that 'my ignorance is just as good as your
knowledge.'"
• According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, if you're
like the average American, you
drink 22.7 gallons of coffee
every year. The surprising thing
about that statistic isn't how
much it is, though -- it's how
little. It seems that in the
1940s, Americans were drinking
twice that amount of java.
• You might be surprised to
learn that gravity makes you

in the program because you clearly
abuse it.
In a time when every dollar is
needed and every penny is important, why are we allowing money to
be wasted on the unnecessary?
Times are tough and deserving
families need every bit of help the
state can afford. Can the state really afford to allow its welfare recipients to waste money at the
7-11? If there is enough in the
budget to open up the gates to
allow junk food havens to accept
money slotted to help families survive, then why are we cutting so
many other places? I understand
this won’t come anywhere close to
fixing the budget, but it certainly
wouldn’t hurt. Any step taken to
keep abusers out of the welfare
pool leaving only honest families
that just need a little help to get
back on their feet is a step in the
right direction. Dollars add up and
one less dollar going to pay for an
overpriced convenience store snack
cake is one more dollar back in the
budget that is grossly over extended to begin with.
shorter. It's true; gravity compresses your spine -- in a
weightless environment, you
would be 2 to 3 inches taller
than you are here on Earth.
• George W. Church, the
founder of Church's Fried
Chicken, didn't actually enter
the restaurant business until
after he retired. In his first career, Church ran a chicken
hatchery and sold incubators.
• Those who study such things
say that 1 percent of the world's
lizard species have no males.
The females reproduce by
parthenogenesis, which produces offspring that are clones
of their mothers.
• Before Charlton Heston became a famous actor, he earned
cash by serving as an artists'
model -- and posed in the nude.
• Thought for the Day: "Mist a k e s a re a p a r t o f b e i n g
h u m a n . A p p re c i a t e y o u r m i s t a k e s f o r w h a t t h e y a re : p re cious life lessons that can only
b e l e a r n e d t h e h a rd w a y. U n l e s s
it's a fatal mistake, which, at
l e a s t , o t h e r s c a n l e a r n f ro m . " - Al Franken
© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?

Feelin’ Vegan?
Last December, my nieces
Rachael and Lauren asked me what
I wanted for Christmas. Rachael
said, “Now that you don’t drive
anymore, where would you like for
me to take you?” I said I haven’t dairy products, eggs, cheese and
been down Christmas Tree Lane for also honey and gelatin. They also
quite a while and I would love to go avoid all leather products, includsee the wildflowers in the foothills ing gloves, handbags and all leather
in the spring. A couple of weeks be- clothing.
Kale Soup
fore Christmas, Randy’s family, my
2 T Olive oil
sister and I started out for Shields
1 small yellow onion – chopped
and Van Ness. It was fantastic. I
had a wonderful time and now I’m (about 1-1/2 C chopped
1 T freshly minced garlic
looking forward to the trip to the
1 bunch Kale – rinsed, large
wildflowers.
When Lauren asked me what I stems removed and coarsely
wanted, I said I don’t want chopped
1 (32 ounce) container veg“things;” I’m trying to get rid of
things. What I would like was for etable broth
1 (28 ounce)
her, on her day
can diced tomaoff, to come
spend an afterI thought maybe Vegan was toes (undrained)
2
(15.5
noon with me
and just visit. I just short for vegetarian, but ounce) cans canbeans
offered to fix was I ever wrong. They are nellini
lunch, but her two entirely different ways of (undrained)
4
carrots,
being a Vegan I life.
peeled
and
didn’t
know
sliced (about 2
what I could
cups)
fix. She said she
3 russet potatoes, peeled and
would do that, and she would bring
lunch. She asked me if I liked Kale, sliced into bite sized chunks (about
I said I had it once and I wasn’t im- 4 cups)
1 T Italian seasoning
pressed. A couple of Saturdays beSalt and pepper to taste
fore Christmas, she and her fiancé
Heat olive oil over medium
Dominic arrived with a big pot of
soup and a loaf of toasted sour- high heat in a 6-quart Dutch oven or
dough bread. The soup was deli- soup pot. Add onion and garlic and
cious and we had a wonderful cook for 2 minutes, or until onions
afternoon. I would love to do that are soft, stirring constantly. Add
with ALL my family – all 44 of kale and cook for an additional 2
them. Sometimes I resent the hell minutes, stirring constantly. Add
out of being old and not being able vegetable broth, diced tomatoes,
to see my family as often as I’d cannellini beans, carrots, potatoes
like, but as Mufasa explained to and Italian seasoning. Bring to a
Simba in The Lion King, that’s part gentle boil then reduce heat to
maintain simmer. Cover and cook
of the circle of life.
I had heard the word vegetar- for 25-30 minutes or until vegetaian, but “Vegan” was new to me. I bles are tender. Season to taste with
thought maybe Vegan was just short the salt and pepper.
Note: As I said this is delicious,
for vegetarian, but was I ever
wrong. They are two entirely dif- but if you don’t like kale or don’t
have it, I think cabbage or even
ferent ways of life.
A Vegan, which Rachael and spinach could be substituted.
Lauren also sent me a recipe
Lauren are, can be seen as a stricter
form of a vegetarian. A Vegan tries for:
Vegan Chocolate Chip Cookies
to avoid all forms of animal “ex1/2 C Vegan margarine or
ploitation” as much as possible.
They not only avoid animal flesh,
Please see RECIPES on P. 13
which includes fish, but also all

by Jean Briner

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
3/19

Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

$43,758

C
Coosstt ooff ffeeeed
diin
ngg yyou
urr cch
hiilld
d ttoo aaggee 1
18
8::

$14,688

C
Coosstt ooff ccllootth
hiin
ngg yyoou
urr cch
hiilldd ttoo aaggee 118
8::

$36,918

Coosstt ooff d
drriivviin
ngg yyoou
urr ch
hiilld
d ttoo aggee 1
18
8::

K
Kn
noow
wiin
ngg yyoou
urr cch
hiilldd w
wiillll ssttiillll bbee aalliivvee
tth
hee ddaayy aafftteerr h
hiiggh
h sscch
hooooll ggrraaddu
uaattiioon
n::

Priceless

Graduation night is one of the most dangerous nights
for teenagers everywhere. See what you can do to keep
Ranchos teens safe on one of the biggest nights of their
lives. Donate your time, money or a gift to L.H.S. Sober
Grad 2019.
3/19

call Laura Mercer
at 559-908-8441
or Kari Myers
at 559-593-3256

Click on “Local News” at
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The Bookshelf

Summer Reading Program Nears
By Jerrica Edmundson
Summertime is swiftly approaching
and we are gearing up for the annual Summer Reading Program here at the library.
We have performers scheduled and are
planning on starting a new movie series to
go along with the usual shows. These
movies will be family friendly and will be
a little later in the day than the usual program that you are used to. My goal is to
have something family friendly that people of all ages can enjoy and allow for a
little more to do out here during summer
vacation. I hope you all are as excited as I
am about this. More details will be posted
on our Facebook page as the time draws
closer, but keep an eye
out for sure.
Kate’s
Shelf:
Year One by Nora
Roberts
I’ve never read a
Nora Roberts book
before this one because she’s always
seemed to write
books that fit either

the romance genre or the romantic suspense genres and I am not at all driven to
read those. When I read the description of
this book of hers though, I was intrigued.
Year One is a dark fantasy that defies her
usual tropes in books and managed to
completely draw me into its storyline right
from the start.
Year One follows three main groups
of people as they continue fighting to live
after a brutal disease suddenly obliterates
the majority of the population. As this
sickness spreads throughout the world, a
select few are waking up to find that they
have magical abilities that have arisen
within them and are now considered “uncanny.” Among the Uncanny there are
those that strive for darkness and destruction and others that are light and want to
further the human race beyond this catastrophic disaster. The abilities manifesting
are anywhere from recognizing when
someone will die to literally growing
wings that allow you to fly — and its causing quite the uproar among the survivors
that do not have abilities. Groups of standard humans have taken to roving the
streets and basically hunting the Uncanny

in an attempt to cull their population and
ensure that they remain part of the world
as they know it.
Overall this book is quite intriguing
and a great variant among Nora Roberts’
prolific bibliography. I highly recommend
it and its sequel Of Blood and Bone which
is already out.
Jerrica’s Shelf:
Night Circus by Erin
Morgenstern
This book comes
highly
acclaimed
from most of my
reading groups and I
was always hesitant
to pick it up for
some reason. Now
that I have, I honestly can’t understand
what took me so long and can barely manage to put it down to go to sleep at night.
Morgenstern is able to captivate the reader
in such a way that the magical things happening in the book seem like they could
totally be real and happening right in front
of you without ever doubting its truth.
Night Circus revolves around two dueling magicians who both have their own
respective careers as illusionists. One is
rather silly and goofy about it all, reveling
in his ability to fool people into thinking
his magic tricks are just sleight of hand in-

stead of the truth: That he can actually do
magic. The other takes it all much more
seriously, choosing to spend his time
studying and perfecting his abilities rather
than showing off to unassuming people
who don’t know any better. Both performers have entered into an agreement
that they will take a ward and train them.
These wards will then have a chance to
compete to see who the better magician
overall is — by proxy. Obviously, whoever is able to train the better ward is the
better magician, right?
I’m loving this book and my sleep
schedule is definitely not happy with me
over it, but I have no regrets with this
one. If you’re interested in magical realism, this is absolutely something I recommend to you.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12
645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Staffed by Knowledgeable, Professional, Friendly Shooters
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Open Tuesday
Through Saturday

www.The Ranchos.com

CIGARS • CIGARETTES
PIPES • TOBACCO
E-CIGARETTES

559-479-4943 • 9 AM - 7 PM

3/19

the flow plan is not going to make that
much difference. If it only takes 20
seconds to walk from one end of your
home to the other, do you really need
to worry about the flow plan?”
OBC method:
Keep like things together with
some exceptions. Exceptions include
things you use frequently in multiple
areas of your home — scissors, reading glasses, cleaning products, pens,
etc. It’s more convenient and you’re
more apt to put these things away if
there’s a designated home for them
Thank You Marie Kondo (Part II)
where they’re used. Store the majority
Thrift stores are experiencing a of your belongings, “like” things, torise in donations as people discard gether. That way, when you need a
things that no longer “spark joy.” light bulb, vase, battery, etc. you’re
There are more photos of organized sure to find it on your first try because
sock drawers on Instagram than ever there’s only one place to look.
Keep close what you use most.
before. The U.S. has caught the “tidyThis is the “flow plan” that Marie
ing” bug thanks to Marie Kondo.
There’s much Marie and I agree on deems unnecessary. In her book she
when it comes to organizing, or as she proposes daily drying and placing the
calls it “tidying up.” Perhaps the most soap and shampoo from the shower
important being that “Tidying is just a back in their home with other soaps in
tool, not the final destination.” We all the cupboard. Call me lazy, but the
desire homes that promote a peaceful home for the shampoo and soap I’m
and productive environment. A home currently using is in the shower. I’m an
in which we can rest, enjoy the com- advocate of placing a holder near the
stove for frepany of others and
quently
used
easily access our
utensils and havbelongings.
Many people think if they just
ing hooks near the
Many people
get
the right containers, shelving door for coats,
think if they just
get the right con- or more storage space, their clut- purses and backtainers, shelving ter problem will be solved. How- packs. In other
create
or more storage ever, reducing to what you need, words,
homes for things
space, their clutter
use and love will dramatically dewhere they fit
problem will be
with the flow of
solved. However, crease your storage needs.
how and where
reducing to what
they’re used.
you need, use and
KonMari method: “Once they
love will dramatically decrease your
storage needs. In Thanks Marie Kondo [clients] finish my course, all of them,
(Part 1), I shared about the Mindset for without exception, have told me,
Change and Action #1 – Purging. ‘Folding is fun!’” Really? Wow. Marie
That’s always the place to start. In this promotes folding almost everything,
article I’ll share the KonMari (Marie but not just for the fun of it. “When we
Kondo) and OBC (Organized by take our clothes in our hands and fold
Choice) methods for Action #2 – Stor- them neatly,” says Marie, “we are, I
believe, transmitting energy, which has
ing.
The principle element of Action #2 a positive effect on our clothes.”
is CREATE A HOME FOR EVERY- Everything is folded so it can stand on
end and is stored vertically in drawers
THING.
KonMari method: “I have only two or bins. “By neatly folding your
rules,” says Marie, “store all items of clothes,” she says, “you can solve althe same type in the same place and most every problem related to stordon’t scatter storage space. Forget age.”
OBC method: Priority to me is
about flow planning and frequency of
use.” Her book, The Life-Changing ease of access and getting clean launMagic of Tidying Up, was originally dry put away. Personally, that means
released in Japan. In it she says, “Con- hanging most things on slimline hangsidering the average size of a Japanese
dwelling, a storage layout that follows
Please see CHOICE on P. 11

RANCHOS SMOKE SHOP • 37167 AVE. 12 #4D

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

3/19
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SAVE THESE 2019 DATES
April 13-Spring Festival 9am-2pm
April 21-“Sonrise”Service 7am-and
Pancake Breakfast
May 12-Mother’s Day Celebration
May 17-Family Movie Night
June 7-Family Movie Night
June 10-14-Vacation Bible School
June 16-Father’s Day Celebration
June 17-21-Youth Green Days of
Summer
July 4-Independence Day Family BBQ

& Fireworks
July 8-13-Centrifuge Youth Camp
September 20-22-Women’s
Conference
October 26-Harvest Festival 11am-3pm
November 10-Veteran’s Day-Honoring
those who served
November 16-Thanksgiving Dinner 5pm
December 8-Christmas Party
December 14-Horseback Caroling 4pm
December 24-Candlelight SVC. 6:30pm
3/19

Click on “Local News” at
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Senior Report

Eagle Scout Builds Seniors New Sign
Jeff Coulthard, consulted with the president of
the Center. Gregory then began the many steps
The 27th Annual Home and Garden Fes- he needed to take to complete his project. After
tival is finally here. Join us at the Ranchos/Hills research on all the requirements to erect a sign
Senior Center at 37330 Berkshire Dr. on Satur- in Madera County, he drew up preliminary
day, April 6 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Master gar- plans. They included creating design idea
deners are available to help you with your sketches, listing materials and their sources,
gardening and landscaping questions and will identifying necessary permits and making a cost
demonstrate succulents/dish gardening at 10 estimate. He presented at the Center’s Board
a.m. and successful plant propagation at 1 p.m. meeting, explaining and getting feedback on the
Vendors and orplan. He also had
ganizations from
to develop a safety
the community
plan as well as rewill have booths
cruiting and ordisplaying their
ganizing a team of
wares and prohelpers for buildvide information
ing and erecting
on many commuthe sign.
nity
services.
I asked GreItems for sale ingory what he
clude
plants,
learned from his
trees, handmade
experience
in
crafts, jewelry,
completing his
produce, lovely
Eagle Scout projEaster baskets,
Gregory Reitz’s Eagle Scout Project was to design and ect. He said the
h o m e - b a k e d install a new sign for the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.
project was more
goods and other
complex than he
unique specialty items. Come early and enjoy expected, but it helped further his leadership and
coffee or juice in the morning, visit the various management skills in planning, communicating
booths, the Boutique and Treasure House, then and organizing. He went on to say, “I’m very
have a hamburger or hotdog for lunch. We look grateful to the Senior Center for the opportunity
forward to seeing you at this fun and informa- and to my family, Boy Scouts and my team for
tive community event.
their support.” Gregory is a senior at Liberty
The Boy Scouts from Ranchos Troop 118 High and plans to attend college majoring in
are again volunteering to help with the Home business in pursuit of a career in real estate deand Garden Festival as they have over the past velopment. He is active in the California Scholmany years. Members of the Senior Center are arship Federation and Key Club, both of which
very appreciative of their support. There is even promote service to the community. The Ranmore to be thankful for. Gregory Reitz, a mem- chos/Hills Seniors members are very pleased
ber of Troop 118, chose the Center to benefit with the handsome sign and thank Gregory and
from his Eagle Scout project: The design, build- his team for their hard work on the project and
ing and installing of a new sign for the Center. for service to the Madera Ranchos community.
It was at last year’s Home and Garden Festival,
Thought for April: “Service to others is the
where Gregory volunteered, that the idea for the rent you pay for your room here on Earth.”—
project emerged after he and his Scout Master, Muhammad Ali
By Margaret Tynan

559-416-7251
36914 Avenue 12, Suite 6, Madera Ranchos

3/19

Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated.

3/19

Nationally known, Locally owned.
Visiting Angels of Madera is ready and waiting for your call!

• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete
Marty Owen The Concrete Guy
Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

www.The Ranchos.com

CHOICE cont. from P. 10
ers and open-ended easy slide pant
hangers. I’d much rather walk in and
see my clothes at eye level, than have
them in different drawers. Some of my
folded things, like camis, I store vertically so I can choose the color I want.
Other things, like underwear, I have a
horizontal stack and pull from the top.
Create homes that are sustainable for
you and provide easy access to what
you need, use, and love.
My goal is to promote whatever
tidying/organizing method works for

you. Marie’s methods might be perfect
for you. But, if you can’t picture doing
a KonMari fold for every pair of socks,
don’t despair! You can still create order
and enjoy a peaceful and productive
home. I’d love to hear what’s worked
for you. Feel free to use the contact information below.
Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-8713314 or email info@organized bychoice.com.
You can also visit www. organizedbychoice.com.
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New Members

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
like to welcome the newest members to the
Madera Ranchos business family

Jeremy and Phyllis Pool

Visiting Angels

Crab Feed “600” Sponsors

The 16th Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Crab Feed was a huge success on March 1, and what really
made the event possible was a group of special sponsors:

Fernwood Gardens
SEMCU
Bedrock Engineering
Reitz R Team
Vulcan Materials
Pistoresi Ambulance
North Fork Rancheria

A special “Thank You” for the Ranchos Kiwanis’ help!

3/19

Golden Valley Chamber

FLOAT TO SPECTATORS • IF YOU HAVE GIVEAWAYS YOU MUST WALK THE PARADE ROUTE •

Virginia Vick

2019 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday, May 11, 2019 • $10 Entry Fee

Group

Individual

Business

Group or Business Name
Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name
Phone:
Address:
Theme of Entry:
Will youngsters walk with the entry?
Approx. number of participants

Yes
No
Approx. length

ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry):
Horses (Single) Horses (Group) Explain:
Band/Music Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Vehicle Type:
Novelty Name:
Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.
Parade route: Ave. 12 from Topper to Maywood
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any
person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature:

Date:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 6 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN FROM YOUR

The 29th Annual Flatlanders Day Parade, sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, is
coming Saturday, May 11 beginning at 10 a.m. and will
showcase local groups, businesses and individuals from
the Ranchos and beyond. There’s also a food and crafts
fair at the Maywood Center sponsored by the Friends of
the Ranchos Library that will last into the afternoon.
An entry form for the parade is to the right and applications for booths at the food and crafts fair are available at the Ranchos Library.

Volunteer of the Year

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN FROM YOUR

FLOAT TO SPECTATORS • IF YOU HAVE GIVEAWAYS YOU MUST WALK THE PARADE ROUTE •

The 29th Annual
Flatlanders Day
is Almost Here!

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next
meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave.
12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on April 10 and help plan
the 29th Annual Flatlanders Day Parade. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on “Local News” at
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RECIPES cont. from P. 8
Vegan butter
1 C packed brown sugar
1/4 C Non-dairy milk (like almond or soy)
1 tsp. vanilla
1 1/2 C all-purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
1/3 to 1/2 C dairy free chocolate
chips
Preheat oven to 350.
In a mixing bowl, cream together the Vegan margarine and
brown sugar. Add almond milk and
vanilla and stir to combine.
In a separate bowl, whisk together
flour, baking powder and baking
soda. Add dry mix to wet in two parts,
stirring to form a dough. Add the

chocolate chips and stir to combine.
Using a one to two tablespoon scoop,
scoop out dough and roll into balls
and flatten on cookie sheet. Bake 9 to
11 minutes or until golden. Let cool a
few minutes before devouring.
Rachael is not only a Vegan but
she is gluten intolerant, so she sent
me her favorite recipe
Vegan and Gluten Free Banana
Bread
Preheat oven to 350
Wet ingredients:
3 or 4 ripe bananas
2 T ground flax seeds
1/3 C almond or coconut milk
3 T grapeseed or coconut oil
2 tsp. vanilla
3 T pure maple syrup (not waffle syrup)
Dry ingredients:

¼ C plus 2 T sugar (pure cane
sugar)
½ C oats
1 tsp. baking soda
½ tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. salt
1 ½ C flour
½ tsp. ground cinnamon
In large mixing bowl, mix all
wet ingredients together. Add dry
ingredients, mixing well. Pour into
loaf pan and bake in preheated oven
about 50 minutes.
Vicki also sent this easy vegetarian/Vegan enchilada recipe:
Vegetarian/Vegan Enchilada
15 corn tortillas
2 cans black beans, rinsed
1 can whole southwest style
corn
2 zucchinis cut into small strips

½ red onion, diced
1 can black olives, chopped(optional)
1 large can of mild green chili
enchilada sauce
Vegan or regular shredded
cheese (pick your favorite flavor, I
use Fiesta mix)
In a large bowl mix together
beans, corn, zucchini, olives and
onion. Heat the tortillas on a frying
pan and set aside. Fill each tortilla
with ¼ cup of the bean mixture and
add a pinch of cheese and roll the
tortilla, placing the seam down in a
casserole dish. Cover all enchiladas
with an equal amount of enchilada
sauce and sprinkle with more cheese.
Bake at 425 degrees for 20 minutes.
Oh, by the way … HAPPY
BIRTHDAY VIRGINIA!

N

OPEN 7 DAYS

M-SAT 8-7

•

SUN 9-5
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www.The Ranchos.com
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By Matt Maringer
Updates
As part of SEMCU’s 2016 Water
Energy Grant, we requested to extend
the grant for another year because of
how well it has been doing the past two
years. We received confirmation this
past week the amendment has been
drafted and it will include the time extension and is ready for signature, which
is great news. Also, in this past week,
we received the reimbursement check
for the 2018 4th quarter applicants and

the rebate checks will be going out
ASAP. We know it took it a little longer
than expected to get the check from the
state, so we truly appreciate everyone’s
patience.
As a reminder to those in the 93636zip code, an incentive to the grant is you
will get $350 back for purchasing a new
Energy Star, High Efficiency washing
machine or dishwashing machine, or
$700 for both. Go to SEMCU’s web
page at www.semcu.org for an application form.
Dry Well Info
For the Dry Well Recharge Project,
we are still working hard toward a $1M
Prop. 1 Department of Water Resources
Grant. While preparing for the application process and going through the
budget, we were able to calculate that

WOOD / CARPET / LAMINATE / VINYL

?

3/19

WHY
PAY
MORE

Valley Remnants
& Rolls

Call your
Ranchos neighbor
HAL CAPPS for your
BEAUTIFUL, NEW FLOOR!

1820 E. McKinley (east of Blackstone) • 559-445-0206
are you ready for
NATURAL polishes and removers?

Ranchos Sugar Coat Nails

we would be able to drill more than 200
of the 3 ft. wide by 75 ft. deep dry wells.
throughout Madera. With this project,
the dry wells will provide benefit during
and after rain events or when there is
surface water available, generally whenever there is rain from November to
April each year. The long-term testing
of our wells resulted in over 40-acre feet
of water, per one well, recharged in just
19 days of operation. That can provide
for a family that uses 200 gallons a day
enough water for 23 years. These dry
wells are FREE to qualified people and
we will look to drill once we’re awarded
the grant. We anticipate beginning next
summer when the ground is less wet. Information can be picked up at the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
or by calling Verlaine at 559-363-9095.

SEMCU, a non-profit organization,
is dedicated to work on behalf of our
community toward a sustainable future.
We invite our community members to
come to our meetings and get involved
in helping to achieve a sustainable future, work on building a community center, provide parks for our kids and in
general look after our neighborhood. We
meet only once a month, so time commitment is minimal. Our next meeting
will be on Monday, April 15 at 6 p.m. at
the Pizza Factory at 37184 Ave. 12, Ste
101. We hope to see you there making a
difference.
FOR THE COMMUNITY, BY THE
COMMUNITY
You may reach us through our website at
www.semcu.org.

No matter how hot it is
outside, you can count on a
reliable, energy-efficient
YORK® air conditioner to
keep you cool and comfortable
inside. And you can also
count on it being protected
by one of the strongest
warranties in the industry.
It’s just another way we
install confidence. Call or
stop by to learn more.

• personalized designs
• long-lasting gel polish

559-718-3788

3/19

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

3/19

3/19

• by appointment only
• call for more information
follow us on Instagram: @ranchossugarcoatnails

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at
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Kiwanis Korner
3/19

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio

559-824-6336

Kiwanis Cross the River Run Coming
ByBeckyKoop

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)
“KiwanisInternationalisaglobalorganizationofvolunteersdedicatedtochangingtheworldonechild,
onecommunityatatime.”

Tue-Sat 12-6 • Sun-Mon Appointment Only

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

3/19

Check us out on Instagram and
Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

TriEase Softgels were
developed to protect against
seasonal and environmental
elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system
when needed most.
Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

call 645-4948 or 430-7131

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon

3/19

www.The Ranchos.com

Spring has sprung for the Madera Ranchos Kiwanis. We have been busy
working on local projects here in the Ranchos, like the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce Crab Feed and the Wildwood Native Park Cleanup. Both events
help make our local community a better place and we encourage you to join us
on some of our next endeavors.
On April 14, the
Kiwanis are hosting
their annual Cross the
River Run which will
have a 2 Mile Walk &
Run, a 10k Run, a
Kid’s ½ Mile and a
Kid’s ¼ Mile course.
All of the race proceeds will benefit
local youth and the
Kiwanis are also collecting new and gently used story books
for local children at
the event. Please conAnxious runners take off at the Cross the River run, sponsored
tact John Minney at by the Kiwanis, in April of 2018. Kiwanis will be again sponsoring
559-275-5937 if you the race this year as well.
are interested in sponsoring or participating.
There will be an
Easter basket on display at the Ranchos
Café to be raffled off
in April. Tickets are
only $1 and the proceeds go toward the
Kiwanis Scholarship
fund. We are also
planning our Flatlanders booth in May
which is always a fun
Kevin Hatch, Assistant Superintendent for Golden Valley Unified
event.
School District, spoke in February on topics ranging from naming our new
In February we elementary school to the new Career Technical Education building.
had Kevin Hatch, Assistant Superintendent for Golden Valley Unified School District, come and review recent school scores and updates. He shared that they are currently working
on naming our new elementary school, and that the new Career Technical Education building is still on track for a 2022 opening. It is very exciting to see our
school district grow.
Herman Platzke, a Kiwanis member from 29 Palms, stopped in at a meeting
in February and talked about the Kiwanis Children’s Fund. Also, Lt. Governor
of Kiwanis Division 5, Tim Fortier, also came to our meeting last week and
stressed that the most important part is to reach out and connect with people
through Kiwanis.
I’d like to remind you that you can connect with us every Thursday (except
the first one of the month) at the Pizza Factory Banquet Room at 37184 Ave. 12
at 6:15 p.m. Hope to see you soon.
www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Page 16

Hello 93636,
A common misperception I deal with
on a daily basis is the perception a vehicle
emissions repair and a smog check can be
completed on the same day. If the emission
failure has illuminated the Malfunction Indicator Lamp (MIL), commonly known as
the “Check Engine Light,” the likelihood
both can be completed in the same day is
very low.
There is also the misperception the
MIL can be activated by engine failures
like low oil pressure or overheating. The
MIL is an emissions light ONLY and is
ONLY illuminated when tailpipe emissions exceed 1 1/2 times the allowable
standard. WARNING: If the MIL is flashing, STOP and turn the engine off. A flashing MIL indicates the presence of a
catalyst-damaging emission failure. An expensive catalytic converter failure can
occur in less than one mile of driving.
STOP and get the vehicle towed.
Now, standing between a successful
emissions repair and a successful smog
check is a complicated maze of verification testing know as an OBDII drive cycle.
Without a successful OBDII drive cycle, a
vehicle will fail its smog inspection even if
the MIL is off.
What is an OBDII drive cycle? An
OBDII drive cycle is a special pattern of
driving that enables all OBDII readiness
monitors to run and complete during a single driving event.
What is an OBDII readiness monitor?
A readiness monitor is an "On Board" selfevaluation test(s) designed to quickly and
accurately evaluate the state of health of an
emissions system or component. A modern vehicle can have up to 11 readiness
monitors or one per emission systems.
There are two types of OBDII readiness monitors: Continuous and non-continuous. Continuous monitors constantly
run and test when the engine is running.
They monitor misfires, fuel trim and the
comprehensive components. If a failure
occurs with a continuous monitor, the MIL
will immediately illuminate.
A non-continuous monitor runs only
once per trip. For several systems that
translates to only once per day. Non-continuous systems include the catalytic converter, oxygen sensor, oxygen sensor
heater, evaporative emissions, air injection

chain link

3/19

Being an Enabler

and exhaust recirculation. If a failure occurs
with a non-continues monitored system, the
MIL will be illuminated with the second failure. If a readiness monitor fails, there is a possibility other readiness monitors will be
suspended.
Let's say an oxygen sensor fails its monitor. The catalytic converter and Air Injection
Systems (AIS) monitors will be suspended as
a result. The reason for that is oxygen sensor
data is used in the catalytic converter and AIS
evaluation calculation. False oxygen sensor
data will adversely affect those calculations.
When the oxygen sensor failure is successfully repaired the catalytic converter and AIS
monitors will be unblocked.
If the catalytic converter and/or AIS are
faulty, we won't know that until their monitors are unblocked and complete. That's why
I don't like to return a vehicle immediately
after an emissions repair. I like to conduct an
OBDII drive cycle until ALL monitors pass. I
don't like surprises.
After an emission repair is completed and
prior to the OBDII drive cycle, the trouble
code(s) are cleared and the MIL is turned off.
This process also clears all previous readiness
monitor test results. Without a successful drive
cycle, the vehicle will fail its smog inspection
even if the MIL is off. Now we have to start all

over.
WARNING: Whenever the vehicle’s battery is disconnected or replaced, the OBDII test
results are also cleared. It's my suggestion you
wait at least one week before you attempt a smog
inspection. Hopefully you will drive in a sufficient number of different driving patterns and the
vehicle’s readiness monitors will be completed.
An OBDII drive cycle is designed to complete all readiness monitors during a single drive.
During a drive cycle, the vehicle is driven in a variety of unique driving patterns designed to enable all readiness monitors to complete. Enabling
criteria includes engine speed, engine load, throttle position, engine coolant temperature at start
up and during testing, and elapsed time since
startup. Enabling criteria algorithms can be complex or simple. I've seen as many as six sub-tests
per monitor, depending on the emissions system
being tested.
A simple example of enabling criteria can
be found with the Air Injection System. A typical
catalytic converter is inefficient until light-off occurs between 400-600 degrees F. From an emission standpoint, it is important the converter reach
light-off as soon as possible since most vehicle
emissions occur at start and warm up.
During engine warm up the AIS pumps
fresh air into the exhaust to light-off the converter
and catalyze the vehicle’s emissions. It's the same

wood

principle as fanning a fire. The obvious enabling
criteria for AIS testing is a cold, idling engine.
During a California smog inspection, the vehicle is connected to the state’s data base so the
vehicle can report its readiness monitor’s status
and verify the correctness of emissions repair(s).
In California, 1996-2000 model year vehicles
must complete and pass all OBDII monitors with
the exception of any one. For model years 2000
and newer, all monitors must complete and pass
except the EVAP System.
The moral of the story is when your vehicle’s smog inspection is due and your MIL is illuminated, don't wait until the last minute to start.
Here's where the extra time comes into play. Depending on how long the MIL has been illuminated, it might take some time to sort through the
maze of testing, repair and on-board verification
tests. There is no legal way to speed up or alter
that process.
OK guys, that's all for now. As usual, I'm
looking for interesting, informative and helpful
automotive industry topics to write about. If you
have any ideas, recommendations, suggestions or
a specific question about a specific vehicle please
text me at 907-7661 and I will respond to your
contact as soon as possible.
God Bless America and God Bless 93636.
Warren Parr, A Certified California Emissions Technician since 1999

wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators
security windows • security doors • barbed wire

Click on “Local News” at
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In Memoriam

Larry Wolford
January 20, 1948 - March 11, 2019
Larry Wolford passed away on March 11, 2019, at the age of 71.
Hewas born on January 20, 1948 inJacksonville, Ill. On July 18, 1970, hemarried his true love, Linda. Larry was an automatic transmis-sion repairman for 42
years and was employed with shops in Fresno, Seaside and Madera. His ultimate
passion though was the 33 years he spent as a volunteer firefighter withMadera
County Station 19 and running the Support Unit for MaderaCounty.
He recently was employed part time with Napa Auto Parts in the Madera Ranchos. It was the bestway to fill his retirement years. Larry was a hard worker and always found an enjoyable way to fill his time. The friends he made along his life's
journey were important to him and he never met a stranger. Larry was preceded in
death by his parents Eula and Charles Wolford, his sister Sharon Gutierrez, his
brother Jerry Wolford and brother-in-law Dana Nickell. His family was most important to him above anything else and he showed his love to them every day.
He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Linda; daughter and son-in-law Marisa
and David Etheridge; daughter Renee Wolford and sonMatthew Wolford. He loved
and cherished his grandchildren Paige, Deagan, Logan and Layne. His family was his
pride and joy. He is alsosurvived by his brother, Jim Wolford,in Illinois; sister Cindy
Quintano and her husband Steve of Fresno; his sister Linda and her husband Carl
Walla of Selma; his in-laws Joyce Nickell, Cathy and SteveRutherford, Sheila and
Mark Hatfield, Darlene Falcon and VictorGutierrez, plus many nieces and nephews.
He was a wonderful husband, father and grandfather andwe miss him terribly. Love
you Larry, always and forever.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the Madera County Support Unit at
35141 Bonadelle Ave., Madera, CA 93636 or www.maderastation19.com.

FIRES cont. from P. 2
quent winter storms immediately following
the Camp Fire, along with favorable
weather patterns, a high level of cooperation
by Valley residents with the Check Before
You Burn Program and the use of much
cleaner wood, pellet and natural gas devices,
had a positive impact on air quality.
Funding is still available to help Valley
residents reduce their contribution to particulate pollution by upgrading from an openhearth fireplace or older wood stove to a
cleaner device using the District’s Burn
Cleaner incentive program. This program
provides funding toward the purchase of a
cleaner wood/pellet insert, freestanding
stove or natural gas insert. To apply, visit
valleyair.org/burncleaner.
Additionally, residents can register their
clean burning devices to take advantage of
the “No Burning Unless Registered” days by
visiting valleyair.org/ CBYBregistration.

SUDOKU
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Child Care
Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents.
REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood
Firewood for sale - Almond firewood, dry $200 per cord delive re d. C al l O rvi l l e 559- 822- 6362.

2 8 7 - 39 4 0 .
CA #441782

Recyclables Pick Up
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including
paper, plastic, glass, aluminum
and cardboard.
C a l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 . Funds
support Ranchos community organizations and schools.

For Rent
For Rent: 3BR/2BA Mobile
home. $1,000/mo. Bonnadelle
Ranchos. Call for info 559-

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.
Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed. Lic. #719500. Call 559-9704476.

Window Cleaning Services
F ir ew ood for sale - Seas oned Almond firewood. Round or split.
Ca ll 259-7122 or 645- 5523.

3/19

Classified

Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Co b w e b
r emova l t o o . Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

www.chadstrucking.com

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH
AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY
TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2019.”
Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.
3/19

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”

Speci
AUTO A alizing in
CCIDEN
TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

3/19
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36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

Great Hoaxes of History
By Betty Van Valkenburg

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000
www.nancywatson.net

3/19

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
3/19

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212

maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

3/19

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here
to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

3/19

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
www.The Ranchos.com

In the beginning, God warned Adam
and Eve not to eat the forbidden fruit. Instead, they chose to believe the serpent’s
promise that they would become “as gods,”
took a tasty bite and were banished from the
Garden of Eden. It’s been all downhill from
there.
History is replete with hoaxes – small
and large; benign and catastrophic – successfully perpetrated, despite well-founded
warnings from those who know better, by
those promising great results if only the person/nation/world would ignore reason and
follow along. The progressives’ “Green New
Deal” is two hoaxes rolled into one:
(1) Global warming is destroying the
earth, right now!
(2) Socialism will save it and create a
utopian society.
The man-made global warming lie had
its start many decades ago as man-made
global cooling, when the earth was to become covered with ice. Never mind that scientists told us there were ice ages millions of
years ago from which the earth warmed
without human involvement. Indeed, scientists tell us we are still in the “Little Ice Age”
while we’re also experiencing global warming. Go figure. Al Gore enriched himself by
hyping the global warming “threat” and told
us that the earth would end by 2018.
Oops, we’re still here, Al.
Then the experts called the dastardly
threat “climate change” since they couldn’t
decide if we were going to burn up or freeze
to death, but they were darn sure that climate
was going to get us either way. Now the
United Nations, Democrat presidential candidates and celebrities tell us that our
beloved planet will succumb to global
warming within 12 years. We just can’t win.
Progressives selling the doom and
gloom are confused if nothing else. Take the
country’s newest super star, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, or “AOC” (Airhead of Congress
-- take her, please). In order to save the
planet, scheduled to end in 12 years, she
rolled out the progressives’ “Green New
Deal” calling for a 10-year plan to get rid of
all internal-combustion-powered cars, cow
flatulence and airplanes. But just today she
called for new solar panels on La Guardia
Airport as well as a living wage for airport
employees.
Huh?
Hey, Airhead, if the airport needs work,
why not just close it, like, already, and, like,

ground the planes, and, I mean, save the
planet. Then you could use the Green New
Deal’s guaranteed jobs to put the displaced
airport employees to work rounding up the
flatulent cows and, well, maybe, like, dispatching them to bovine heaven.
Sorry to pick on AOC, but wow, like,
it’s just too hard to resist, especially since she
and her cohorts are pushing the lie of socialism to save us from the lie of global warming or whatever.
Socialism is the ultimate lie, and its disasters are liberally (no pun intended) chronicled in history. Venezuela’s catastrophic
collapse under socialism is current news, but
many may have forgotten or may never have
known that the term “Nazi” meant the National Socialist German Workers' Party
(which didn’t end well).
Just so we are on the same page, let’s
define socialism as does Britannica: An economic doctrine that calls for public rather
than private ownership or control of property and natural resources. AOC, Elizabeth
Warren and Bernie Sanders, bless ‘em one
and all, would no doubt tell is that they don’t
espouse public ownership of our property,
just control if it.
No thanks, either way. I’ll keep capitalism and freedom.
Under capitalism, we own and use what
we work for and we provide for ourselves
while adding to the economy. Under socialism, however, the government controls our
lives, becoming the “god” promised by the
wily serpent. That puts our fate in the hands
of some airhead who likens the Berlin Wall
to a U. S. border wall, an old coot who denounces the wealthy while owning three
homes and enjoying a net worth of $3 million or so, or a ditzy white woman claiming
American Indian heritage to gain special
privileges. Heaven help us!
Free, educated people do not readily exchange a booming free-market economy for
socialist stagnation. It’s taken decades of
miseducation, propaganda, relentless global
warming hysteria and a steady drip-by-drip
introduction of socialist policies to make the
very idea of socialism palatable to so many
Americans.
In the beginning, Adam blamed Eve
and Eve blamed the serpent’s seductive
promises for their banishment from paradise.
Who have we to blame if the United States
trades its freedom for the empty promises of
would-be dictators? We can only blame ourselves if we don’t fight to save what we have
and educate others to do the same.
Suggested reading is a great article on renewable energy: www.thenewamerican.com/
print-magazine/item/31579-an-open-letter-toalexandria-ocasio-cortez
Visit the Central Valley Tea Party website
at www.teapartypatriots.org for more information.
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE
Lic. #1042108

J.H. Sanders

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496

• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

Sales & Leasing

822-4500
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

call Jose Lopez

559-779-0401

QUALITY
Notary in the HIGH
GATE SYSTEMS
Ranchos!
Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

call 559-242-6352

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

559-454-8060

Auto & Truck Parts

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service
(not a licensed contractor)

559-824-6336

645-1570

s
Rancheont
Resid

Arts & Crafts Studio • Bisque • Wood Items

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Madera Ranchos Plaza

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

B&M
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

CA LIC. #934774

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357

Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

“We’ve got your back”
LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Interior & Exterior

E
SINC80
19

Specializing in
Repaints

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

660-5262
36754 AVE. 12 • Madera Ranchos

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

HAIRCUTS

$12

559-439-2004
37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

JEAN BRINER
Today!
(559) 645-0634

The Ranchos Independent

Lic. #842676

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

Get Involved!

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Click on “Local News” at
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Putting yourself in someone else's shoes isn't easy for you. But if you do
it, you'll gain a better perspective of what you need to do to achieve your goals. Be open to new ideas.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) There are still some problems you might have to deal with before
moving on to your next project. It's a good idea to accept help from those who share your objectives.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) It's time to recognize the difference between those who are truly
concerned for you and those who simply plan to use your good nature to their advantage. New ideas
become increasingly attractive.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Depending on a promise made becoming a promise kept could be
more than a mite unwise at this time. It's best to proceed on your own rather than wait for aid that
might never arrive.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) A recently revitalized relationship might not be quite what the Big Cat
expected. But give yourself more time to deal with the changes. A little flexibility can go a long way.
Good luck.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A major change could prompt more adjustments. Some of them
might be difficult to deal with at first. But hang in there, and before you know it, you'll be coasting
to your next goal.

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Your sense of justice prompts you to speak out against an
unfair situation, even if you seem to be the only one who feels that way. But you soon learn that many
others agree with you.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Creating a fuss is not usually your style. But that doesn't
mean you should tolerate an ill-mannered attitude. Speak up for yourself, and you'll earn the respect
of others.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You might have a few loose ends to tie up before
you can stamp your project as complete. But once that's done, you might want to celebrate with
someone special in your life.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Disappointment darkens the Goat's mood. But close
friends rally to pull you through with words of encouragement. Use their confidence in you to
rebuild your own self-esteem.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) An upcoming decision might be more difficult with
inaccurate information. Best to recheck the data you have at hand right now to be sure it won't
mislead you later.

Born this Week

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) An offer you previously turned down might no longer be available.
But if you do some checking around, you could find something else that would suit you just fine.

You believe in helping those who cannot help themselves. Although it
embarrasses you, the fact is, people like you and tell you so.
© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. ENTERTAINERS: Which pop music
singer was born with the name Georgios
Kyriacos Panayiotou?
2. HISTORY: Who was the first woman to
hold federal office in the United States?
3. MEDICAL: What is a more common
name for "myocardial infarction"?
4. MUSIC: Which singer had a 2010 hit
single with "Rolling in the Deep"?
5. GENERAL LANGUAGE: What is the
NATO phonetic word for the letter "I"?
6. SCIENCE: What is the only type of rock
that is less dense than water?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group
of jellyfish called?
8. MOVIES: Who voiced the character of
"The Iron Giant"?
9. LANGUAGE: What are the Carabinieri
in Italy?
10. U.S. GOVERNMENT: How many
states are required to ratify an amendment
to the U.S. Constitution?

Answers

1. George Michael
2. Jeannette Rankin, elected in 1916 as a
U.S. representative from Montana
3. Heart attack
4. Adele
5. India
6. Pumice
7. A swarm, a bloom or a smack
8. Vin Diesel
9. Military police with civilian duties
10. Three-fourths, or 38 of 50 states
© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Click on “Local News” at
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HELP YOUR
COMMUNITY

Reach water sustainability
and help the community with needs
such as parks, a community center,
safety, traffic and schools.

SEMCU Regular Meeting

3/19

Monday, April 15 at 6:30 p.m. • Ranchos Pizza Fctory
Help with SEMCU and you help our neighborhood
where our kids grow up and where we plan to retire.
Southeast Madera is our back yard, our home and the
place we live. It doesn’t take a lot of time,
meeting only once a month for about an hour.

