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Can you say sold out? Over
260 people went crab crazy.

In the kitchen, Ollia Ridge put
the finishing touches on her salad.

The silent auction got a lot of
attention as the night progressed.

D.A. candidate Sally Moreno
talks with Supervisor Brett Frazier.

Sheriff Varney was there, donat-
ing his world-class fudge for auction.

Johnny Tacherra was there en-
joyingcrabwhileherunsforthesenate.

Before the crab, Don Foster
kept the gallons of pasta coming.

John Addington was a crab de-
livering machine at the Crab Feed.

Virginia Vick goes over some
auction items with Perry Watkins.

Anotherattractionwas the50/50
raffle, netting someone over $700.

Chamber President Bill Why-
man, center, discussing the event.

Perry Watkins handled the
auctioneering duties flawlessly.

The 15th Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Crab Feed
Another sold-out Crab Feed was held on Friday, March 2. The Dante Club in Fresno provided the back-

drop to over 260 people enjoying crab, pasta, salad, bread and dessert. (All photos courtersy of John Glueck)

Madera Jail Lawsuit Means Less ICE Cooperation

DA Linn, Wife
Want $15 Million
From County

By Randy Bailey

On Valentine’s Day, Madera County and the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) settled a lawsuit that claimed the Board of
Supervisors met behind closed doors to make the decision that the
Madera County jail would increase its cooperation with Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE); this
after California’s decision to become a
“sanctuary state” and NOT cooperate
with ICE. The alleged closed-door meet-
ing would be in violation of the Brown
Act that calls for open public meetings.
The lawsuit brought against the County
never reached a verdict. Although the
ACLU claimed there was a violation of
the Brown Act, Madera County argued
no violation ever happened and ultimately the matter was resolved
by agreeing to a settlement that entailed paying the legal fees the
ACLU had incurred. An additional part of the settlement was that
Madera County’s Chief of Corrections, Manuel Perez, had to prepare
a report specifically detailing exactly how the County jail interacts
with ICE. As a result of the settlement, Madera County paid the
ACLU $32,500 for its attorney’s fees and now County officials are

saying they are going out of their way to avoid cooperating with ICE.
At a Madera County Board of Supervisors meeting held

March 13, Perez said the jail is not communicating or working
closely with ICE unless an inmate is identified by a federal database
as the result of fingerprints. Perez said their ICE cooperation is lim-
ited to the state’s sanctuary state law and requests by ICE agents for

full access to inmates are refused unless
the inmate in question is in the above-
mentioned database. The main thrust of
the sanctuary law for local law enforce-
ment is the prohibition of holding in-
mates based on their immigration status
and then sharing that information with
federal law enforcement, namely ICE.

The ACLU filed the lawsuit in
July of 2017. According to the lawsuit,

Madera County District Attorney David Linn issued an order to
Perez to both fully agree to all ICE requests and then make ICE
agents aware of any undocumented immigrants being held in the
Madera County jail. Madera County responded that the state-
ments issued by Linn were neither accurate or authorized, and
there was no activity in any closed session that would violate the
Brown Act.

By Randy Bailey

Madera County District Attorney
David Linn, and his wife Betty Linn, have
filed claims for damages against Madera
County for a total of $15 million. They
claim the damages against them are the re-
sult of a public censure of David Linn by
the Madera County Board of Supervisors
on Nov. 27 of last year in response to an
investigation into claims concerning sex-
ist, racial and abusive conduct by the dis-
trict attorney in the District Attorney’s
office.

In his complaint, Linn claims he has
been subjected to a hostile work environ-
ment and has suffered damages as a result
of the “... intentional and negligent inflic-
tion of emotional distress ...” from the
Board’s action. He further states in his
claim that he has suffered “... loss of rep-
utation, loss of future income, bodily and
emotional injury causing him to suffer

mental anguish, physical and emotional
injures.” He also claims that the censure
and the corresponding activity surround-
ing it were designed to interfere with his
ability to run for re-election.

In Linn’s claim, his list of witnesses
included “… all persons in attendance at
the [Board of Supervisors] meeting of No-
vember 27, 2017, as well as any persons in
the Madera-Fresno news market.” He is
asking for damages in the amount of $10
million.

Linn’s wife, Betty, has also filed a
complaint, stating that she suffered from
the “… illegal and wrongful release of

Madera County’s District Attorney, David
Linn, along with his wife Betty, is seeking $15
million in damages from Madera Coun ty.

Please see D.A. on P. 18
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Most Recent Google Reviews

Excellent first-time experience with
Complete Car Care. Found the problem
and fixed it at a reasonable cost. Will def-
initely use these guys again.

Fred

Very friendly people! Informative,
detailed and also genuinely care about
giving you great service! Would defi-
nitely recommend to people. They also
were able to fix my spoiler light which
was so helpful because it would’ve
cost way more getting it fixed at the

dealer, so thank you guys!
Candyce

Billy does awesome work!!! Thank
you so much for all the work you've done
for me!!!

Jason

We are an 

AutoVitals 4.0

Digital Shop
We use video and pictures

taken during service and repairs

to inform and better communicate

with our customers. check out 
In Good Hands

with WARREN PARR
in this paper for useful and

informative automotive topics

We are anASE CERTIFIEDHYBRID REPAIRFACILITY

Free Daily Pick Up and Delivery from 93636

What are Your Neighbors Saying?
Facebook 6 Reviews 5 Stars • Google 54 Reviews 4.8 Stars • Demand Force 319 Reviews 4.9 Stars
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2018. Delivery must be by August 31, 2018.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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W h e n  I  w a s  y o u n g e r  I  a l -
w a y s  w a n t e d  a  c a t c h  p h r a s e .
M i c h e l l e  h a d  “ Yo u  g o t  i t ,
d u d e . ” U r k e l  h a d  “ D i d  I  d o
t h a t ? ”  T h e  F o n z  h a d
“ H e e y y y y y y y. ” I t  t o o k  m e  a  f e w
d e c a d e s ,  b u t  I  f i n a l l y  g o t  o n e
a n d  i t ’ s  “ I s  t h i s  y o u r  f i r s t
j o b ? ” O k a y ,  i t ’ s  n o t  g r e a t ,  b u t
i t ’ s  m i n e .  I  a c t u a l l y  h a d n ’ t  r e -
a l i z e d  i t  w a s  m y  c a t c h  p h r a s e
u n t i l  o n e  o f  m y  e m p l o y e e s  p r e -
s e n t e d  i t  t o  m e  i n  a  p i c t u r e
f r a m e .  S h e  s a i d  i f  I  p u t  i t  o n
m y  d e s k  f o r
e v e r y o n e  t o
r e a d  m a y b e  I
w o n ’ t  h a v e  t o
s a y  i t  s o
o f t e n .  A l s o  …
I  w o u l d n ’ t
h a v e  t o  s a y  i t
s o  o f t e n  i f
m o r e  p e o p l e
h a d  b e e n  p r o p -
e r l y  p r e p a r e d
f o r  a d u l t h o o d ,
b u t  t h a t ’ s  n e i -
t h e r  h e r e  n o r
t h e r e .  F o r  a  l i t t l e  f u n ,  l e t ’ s
h a v e  a  l o o k s e e  a t  t h e  t o p  t h r e e
t i m e s  I  h a d  t o  u s e  m y  h a n d y
d a n d y  c a t c h  p h r a s e .  

T h i r d  P l a c e :  T h e  g e n t l e m a n
w h o  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  c l o c k i n g  i n
a n d  o u t  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  w a s  h i s
p r o b l e m .  T h i s  y o u n g  m a n ,  w h o
w a s  a c t u a l l y  q u i t e  p o l i t e  d e -
s p i t e  b e i n g  e x c e e d i n g l y  s t u p i d ,

“Is This Your First Job?”

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

3/18

TriEase Softgels were
developed to protect against
seasonal and environmental
elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system

when needed most.

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon
645-4948 or 430-7131call

a s k e d  f o r  a  m o m e n t  o f  m y  t i m e
t o  d i s c u s s  w h y  h i s  p a y c h e c k
w a s  a l w a y s  s h o r t .  A f t e r  s o m e
q u i c k  r e s e a r c h  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e
h e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o r g o t  t o  c l o c k
o u t  f o r  h i s  s h i f t s ,  t h e n  d i d n ’ t
c o m e  i n  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  i s s u e .

A f t e r  d e l i v e r -
i n g  m y  s t a n -
d a r d  “ w e  c a n ’ t
p a y  y o u  f o r  a
s h i f t  i f  w e
d o n ’ t  k n o w  t h e
e x a c t  a m o u n t
o f  t i m e  y o u
w o r k e d  i t ”
s p e e c h  ( i t ’ s  a
g o o d  o n e  –  I
p l a n  o n  w h i p -
p i n g  i t  o u t  a t
d i n n e r  p a r t i e s )
h e  s t i l l  d i d n ’ t

g e t .  T o  h i m  h e  s h o u l d  j u s t  g e t
p a i d  t h e  s a m e  e x a c t  a m o u n t
e v e r y  w e e k  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s
a b i l i t y  t o ,  y o u  k n o w ,  p r o v e  h e
a c t u a l l y  w o r k e d  t h e  h o u r s  i n
q u e s t i o n .  T h e  s e c o n d  d e l i v e r y
o f  m y  f a m o u s  s p e e c h  d i d n ’ t  r e -
a l l y  m a k e  a n  i m p a c t  e i t h e r ,  b u t

Please see GEN WHY on P. 6

. . .  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  w h o
s t o m p e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  m a i n
b u l l p e n  a re a  o f  o u r  o f f i c e
d e m a n d i n g  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e
“ S u p e r  P re s i d e n t ”  . . .  Yo u
re a d  t h a t  r i g h t .  N o t  j u s t
t h e  c o m p a n y  p re s i d e n t ,  b u t
t h e  “ S u p e r  P re s i d e n t . ”
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
3/18

h e m o v e d o n t o b l a m i n g t h e
t i m e c l o c k s o f t w a r e f o r t h e i s s u e
s a y i n g t h a t h e t r i e d t o c l o c k o u t
a n d i f i t d i d n ’ t w o r k i t ’ s n o t h i s
p r o b l e m . W h y w o u l d i t b e y o u r
p r o b l e m ? I t ’ s o n l y y o u r p a y -
c h e c k t h a t ’ s s h o r t . S o , I a s k e d :
“ I s t h i s y o u r f i r s t j o b ? ”

S e c o n d P l a c e : G o e s t o t h e
a n g r y c a l l e r w h o c o u l d n ’ t a d e -
q u a t e l y r e a d a c a l e n d a r . W h e n
t h e q u i e t e s t o f m y p a y r o l l r e p s
s h u f f l e d i n t o m y o f f i c e a n d t o l d
m e t h a t h e h a d a c a r e g i v e r o n t h e
p h o n e y e l l i n g a t h i m I j u s t a s -
s u m e d t h e c a r e g i v e r s a i d , “ g o s h
d a r n i t ” a n d i t w a s m o r e t h a n m y
e m p l o y e e c o u l d h a n d l e . T u r n s
o u t , t h e c a l l e r w a s a c t u a l l y
y e l l i n g . H e w a s a b s o l u t e l y e n -
r a g e d t h a t w e h a d t h e a u d a c i t y t o
h o l d h i s p a y c h e c k . W h o d i d w e
t h i n k w e w e r e ? I m e a n , r e a l l y .
N o r e p u t a b l e c o m p a n y w o u l d
e v e r h o l d s o m e o n e ’ s p a y . A s I
t r i e d t o e x p l a i n t o h i m t h a t w e
d i d n ’ t h o l d h i s p a y , h e j u s t h a d -
n ’ t w o r k e d a s h i f t d u r i n g t h e
d a t e r a n g e o f t h e p a y p e r i o d , h e
g o t l o u d e r a n d a d d e d m o r e c o l o r -
f u l l a n g u a g e t o h i s t i r a d e . H i s
m o m s h o u l d b e p r o u d . T h e i s s u e
w a s t h a t h e h a d s t a r t e d w o r k i n g
f o r u s o n F e b r u a r y f i r s t . T h e
p a y c h e c k h e t h o u g h t w e w e r e
h o l d i n g w a s i s s u e d o n F e b r u a r y
f i f t h . S i n c e t h e d a t e r a n g e f o r
t h e p a y c h e c k i n q u e s t i o n e n d e d
n e a r l y a w e e k b e f o r e h e w o r k e d
h i s f i r s t s h i f t , a n d p a y r o l l f o r
t h a t s a m e c h e c k w a s p r o c e s s e d
a n d c o m p l e t e d t w o d a y s b e f o r e
h e w o r k e d h i s f i r s t s h i f t , t h e r e
w a s s i m p l y n o w a y w e c o u l d
h a v e p a i d h i m a t t h a t p o i n t . T r y
a s I m i g h t , I c o u l d n o t g e t h i m t o
u n d e r s t a n d s o I a s k e d : “ I s t h i s
y o u r f i r s t j o b ? ”

A n d t h e F i r s t P l a c e p r i z e
g o e s t o t h e y o u n g m a n w h o

s t o m p e d t h r o u g h t h e m a i n
b u l l p e n a r e a o f o u r o f f i c e d e -
m a n d i n g t o s p e a k t o t h e “ S u p e r
P r e s i d e n t ” o f t h e c o m p a n y a b o u t
o u r p o o r b u s i n e s s p r a c t i c e s . Y o u
r e a d t h a t r i g h t . N o t j u s t t h e c o m -
p a n y p r e s i d e n t , b u t t h e “ S u p e r
P r e s i d e n t . ” T h i s i s o n e r u n g
a b o v e p r e s i d e n t b u t a b o u t f o u r
r u n g s b e l o w S u p r e m e M u g w u m p
o f t h e W o r l d . T h i s g u y m e a n t
b u s i n e s s . I t t o o k t w o m a n a g e r s
t o c o r a l h i m i n a c o n f e r e n c e
r o o m t o g e t h i m t o c a l m d o w n
e n o u g h t o e x p l a i n t h e s i t u a t i o n .
T h i s y o u n g m a n w a s a b s o l u t e l y
l i v i d b e c a u s e t h e c o m p a n y w a s
b l a t a n t l y s t e a l i n g f r o m h i m . I ’ v e
b e e n a c c u s e d o f m a l i c i o u s l y
h o l d i n g t i m e c a r d s , m e s s i n g u p
p a y c h e c k s a n d b e i n g u n a b l e t o
c o u n t , b u t s t e a l i n g … t h i s w a s
n e w . O n c e I m a n a g e d t o u n p a c k
t h e i s s u e i t t u r n s o u t r e a l l y i t
w a s t h e g o v e r n m e n t t h a t w a s
s t e a l i n g b e c a u s e h e h a d n ’ t g i v e n
u s h i s p e r m i s s i o n t o t a k e t a x e s
o u t o f h i s p a y c h e c k . W e l l , h e y ,
I ’ m w i t h y o u t h e r e , b u t u n t i l w e
m a n a g e t o g e t a l a w p a s s e d o u t -
l a w i n g t h e i n c o m e t a x , u n f o r t u -
n a t e l y w e d o n ’ t r e a l l y g e t a
c h o i c e i n t h e m a t t e r . A n d
f r a n k l y , y o u d i d a g r e e – y o u
t o o k a j o b a n d f i l l e d o u t a n I 9
f o r m . S o , t h e r e ’ s t h a t . D e s p i t e
s p e n d i n g o v e r a n h o u r w i t h h i m ,
w e a c t u a l l y c o u l d n ’ t c o n v i n c e
h i m . H e w a s a d a m a n t a n d d e -
c i d e d h e w a s g o i n g t o g o h o m e
a n d t e l l h i m m o m a n d h a v e h e r
c o m e d o w n a n d t a l k t o t h e
“ S u p e r P r e s i d e n t . ” S o , I a s k e d :
“ I s t h i s y o u r f i r s t j o b ? ” I n t h i s
c a s e , i t a c t u a l l y w a s . S t i l l , I
t h i n k m a y b e h e w a s n ’ t a d e -
q u a t e l y p r e p a r e d f o r t h e r e a l
w o r l d a n d I s o r t o f h o p e d h i s
m o m r e a l l y w o u l d c o m e i n s o I
c o u l d h a v e a c h a t w i t h h e r a b o u t
t h a t . S h e d i d n ’ t , b u t h e y , a t l e a s t
I h a v e a c a t c h p h r a s e .

GEN WHY cont. from P. 4
Page 6



Page 7

www.The Ranchos.com

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
All contents of this publication are copyright 2018, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the

copyright holder is forbidden by law.
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-

formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............Publisher/Editor
Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales

Christi McKinney -- Reporter

Ranchos
Independent
The

559-645-0634 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

By Randy Bailey

We may be doomed.
According to Paul Joseph Watson,

writing in the D.C. Clothesline, “... an of-
ficial University of California list of racist
‘microaggressions’ asserts that saying
‘I’m not racist’ is racist.

Let’s try that again.
“… saying ‘I’m not racist’ is racist.”
I remember a few years ago when the

“homophobic” label was introduced.
I was confused.
No one I knew that disagreed with

the “homosexual lifestyle” was afraid of
homosexuals (“phobic” after all meant “a
persistent fear of an object or situation”),
as much as they disagreed with it as a
choice for themselves. One guy I knew
suggested that “homorepugno” was more
accurate, meaning “I resist homosexual-
ity.” But then the creators of the term
came out with the revelation that homo-
phobic people were pretty much all se-
cretly gay. They were gay to such a
degree that their only outlet was to be stri-
dently anti-gay.

Confused yet?
There was a great scene in the movie

The Life of Brian, Monty Python’s look
at people’s misunderstanding of religion,
where a group has mistaken Brian for the
Messiah. They call out to him, calling
“Hail, Messiah!” to which he responds,
“I'm NOT the Messiah! Will you please
listen?! I'm not the Messiah, do you un-

derstand?! Honestly! I’m NOT the Mes-
siah!”

Someone in the crowd puts two and
two together and responds, “Only the true
Messiah denies His divinity!” to which a
perplexed Brian says, “What?! Well, what
sort of chance does that give me?! All
right, I am the Messiah!”

In unison the crowd screams, “He is!
He IS the Messiah!”

Logic would dictate (as if you could
use logic in these cases) that a proclama-
tion that “I’m not a racist” being met with
the conclusion that you ARE a racist, that
the opposite would yield an opposite con-
clusion. By taking Brian’s lead and say-
ing, “All right, I am a racist!” should set
the record straight, however it’s of course
going to be met with, “See? We knew it.”

In the novel 1984, author George Or-
well introduces us to a dystopian future
where the government is all powerful and
one of the tools it uses to maintain its
power is something called “doublethink.”
Orwell describes it as: “The power of
holding two contradictory beliefs in one's
mind simultaneously and accepting both
of them. To tell deliberate lies while gen-
uinely believing in them; to forget any fact
that has become inconvenient, and then,
when it becomes necessary again, to draw
it back from oblivion for just as long as it
is needed; to deny the existence of objec-
tive reality and all the while to take ac-
count of the reality which one denies —
all this is indispensably necessary. Even

Not Racist? Not So Fast ...

“But let me be the first to say that
our problems

won't suddenly
disappear next

week, next
month, or next

year. We're just
starting down a

road that I
believe will

lead us out of
the economic
swampwe've

been in for so
long.”

in using the word doublethink it is neces-
sary to exercise doublethink. For by using
the word one admits that one is tampering
with reality; by a fresh act of doublethink
one erases this knowledge and so on in-
definitely, with the lie always one leap
ahead of the truth.” The perfect example
in the book are the three slogans of the all-
powerful “Party”: War is Peace, Freedom
is Slavery, and Ignorance is Strength.

That’s how “they” will eventually
win. They will use our own language
against us until we are backed into a
philosophical corner from which we can’t
escape. We’ve already turned an unborn
baby into an “unviable tissue mass,” re-
defined “marriage” as the joining of ANY
number of persons, places or things, and
increased the number of genders for liv-
ing organisms daily to satisfy the needs of
some very needy individuals. Now you
can add claiming to not being a racist as
rock-solid proof that you definitely ... well
... are one.

Yeah, we may be doomed.

Editorial
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by Jean Briner

I just looked at the March calendar
and it is full of special dates. Did you
turn your clock forward an hour and get
to church on time? And in just a few
days it will be the first day of spring.
Then the best one of all: EASTER! Yes,
I know it’s April Fool’s Day, but close
enough.

I love Easter. I probably tell you
that every year, but it excites me. It is
my absolute favorite holiday. To know
that God gave his only son for US –
WOW! Easter next year will be on April
21. I sure wish they (whoever “they”
are) would make Easter the same Sun-
day of every year like Mother’s Day. I
know it has something to do with the
Equinox, but I understand that about as
well as I understand trigonometry.
Maybe I’ll write to President Trump.

We don’t have any little ones to hide
Easter eggs anymore, but that doesn’t
stop our gang. Last year, the cousins hid
eggs with boyfriends and girlfriends (I
think there were 12 or 15 of them out
there and the youngest was 17). They had
a blast. They hid the eggs two or three
times and I think they only lost one. I
hope they continue
doing that for a
long time.

And Easter
baskets – what fun.
One year it was
baskets, another
year sand pails and
shovels. Not a
whole lot of sand in
Chowchilla, but
lots of dirt. Both
my brothers were
still at home and young enough to get in
on the goodies. What good memories.

What to fix for Easter dinner? Most
everyone I know fixes ham, but there are
other things to fix and do. If the weather
is nice, how about a backyard BBQ or a
picnic? Growing up, our favorite spot for
a picnic was Lake Yosemite, a few miles
east of Merced. In fact, we celebrated my
18th birthday there.

If you are staying home, how about

lamb? Growing up I don’t ever remem-
ber my Mom cooking lamb. The first
time I ate lamb was in the Iran restaurant
down in the Farmers Market in Fresno. I
believe there is an Office Depot on that
corner now. Anyway, I thought it was
pretty good. Then when I was working
for Rod Stock, he had an associate for a

time named Joe.
When Joe retired,
he and his wife
moved to Hanford
to be close to their
daughter. They in-
vited me down to
spend the weekend.
When I walked in
the door I could
smell this wonder-
ful aroma, but I
couldn’t figure it

out. I didn’t want to be rude and say
“Hey, what are we having for dinner?”
When we sat down to dinner, she had
cooked a leg of lamb that had a thin crust
of dried oregano all over it. It was deli-
cious. She served little red potatoes,
green peas and a green salad with it, with
the most delicious French dressing. I
brought part of the roast and that salad
dressing recipe home with me. When our
family is having a dinner that I know

there will be a green salad, I always
make this dressing. I think I have given
you this recipe before, but it is well
worth repeating.

Deluxe French Dressing
3 T sugar
2 T vinegar
½ tsp. salt
4 T catsup
¾ C oil
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
Dash of garlic powder
Combine all ingredients in a pint jar

and shake vigorously or use an immer-
sion blender.

My brother Lloyd used to bring me
things to cook for him. His favorites
were Reuben Meatloaf or Lamb Shanks.
The first time he brought lamb shanks I
asked him if he was crazy. I didn’t know
exactly what they were and had never
cooked them. I searched cookbooks and
found a recipe that looked fairly simple
and cooked them. They turned out really
good and I still have that recipe.

Lamb Shanks with Tomatoes
4 lamb shanks, trimmed
½ tsp. salt
½ tsp. pepper
4 garlic cloves, minced

I pray that each of you and
your family have a Blessed
Easter. Remember:

Low in the grave He lay,
Up from the grave He arose!
HAPPY EASTER!

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Happy Easter

Click on “Local News” at
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CALL 645-0634 TO ADVERTISE

3/
18

HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12
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We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.3/
18

NEW DAILYLUNCH SPECIALS

¾ C chicken stock
2 (14.5 oz.) cans diced tomatoes
¼ C chopped parsley
Heat a large Dutch oven over

medium high heat. Coat pan with cook-
ing spray. Sprinkle lamb with salt and
pepper. Put lamb in pot and cook four or
five minutes on all sides until browned.
Remove lamb from pan. Add garlic to
pan and sauté for 15 seconds. Add stock
to pan and cook for two minutes, scrap-
ing little brown bits from bottom of pan.
Stir in tomatoes and cook for two min-
utes. Return lamb to pan, cover and re-
duce heat, and simmer for one hour. Turn
lamb over and continue cooking until
lamb is tender, about another hour. Take
lamb out of pan and place on a platter,
cover loosely with foil. Skim fat from top
of sauce, bring sauce to a boil and cook
until thickened, about 10 minutes. Place
lamb back in pot and cook until lamb is
heated. Add the parsley.

Unless you have a special lemon
meringue pie or coconut cake that you
usually serve for Easter, I would suggest
one we like. In fact, whenever my niece
was coming to visit her Grandma she
would always know that a Republican
Dessert was going to be waiting for her.
The official name for this dessert is

Chocolate Layered Dessert but the recipe
was given to us as Republican Dessert,
supposedly because it’s “so rich.” It is
also known as “The Next Best Thing to
Robert Redford Dessert.”

Republican Dessert
For the Crust: Preheat oven to 350.

Mix one cup of flour, half a cup of mar-
garine or butter, two tablespoons of sugar
and a half a cup of finely chopped nuts.
Mix to consistency of coarse sand. Press
into the bottom of a 9 x 13 pan. Bake for
15 minutes. Allow to cool.

First Layer: Blend one 8 oz. package
of softened cream cheese with one cup of
powdered sugar. Mix in one cup of frozen
whipped topping (Cool Whip) from a 9
oz. container. Spread mixture on the
cooled crust.

Second Layer: Mix one package (5 ½
oz.) of chocolate instant pudding mix
with 2 ½ cups of cold milk until well
blended and thick. Pour over cream
cheese mixture. Refrigerate until firm.

Top: Spoon on remaining Cool Whip
and smooth with a spatula. Sprinkle with
chopped nuts if desired. Freeze until
ready to serve.

I pray that each of you and your fam-
ily have a Blessed Easter. Remember:

Low in the grave He lay,
Up from the grave He arose!
HAPPY EASTER!

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

www.The Ranchos.com
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What’sBehindDoor
Number1213?

Acomicstripshowsanoldermanwithhis
walker standing beside his son in front of an
openstorageunitdoor,contentsspillingout.The
caption reads, “One day, son, all this will be
yours.”

In my 10+ years of organizing, I’ve never
heard someone speak with fond remembrance
about the process of
clearing a deceased
parent’s home, much
less a storage unit that
held all the stuff their
parents could live
without but couldn’t
part with. Yet more
and more people are
fillingupstorageunits.
From its humble be-
ginnings in the 1960s,
theself-storage indus-
try has grown to an annual revenue of $38 bil-
lion.

While some units are used for business
purposesor temporaryuse,manyarestoringthe
over-flowofpersonalhouseholds, leadingTom
Vanderbilt to refer to these units as “The cata-
combsofconsumerism”inhisarticleSelf-Stor-
age Nation.

You may not be contributing to Derrel’s
MiniStorageempire,butyoulikelyknowsome-
onewhois.Ifyousharethisinfo, theymighttake
you out to dinner with the money they save.
Herearesomequestionstoconsiderbeforepay-
ing next month’s rent:

How is having the stuff in storage bene-
fitting you? Not, how did it benefit you in the
pastwhenyouwereusing it, buthowis it bene-
fitting you now to store it?

What feelings are aroused when making
the monthly/quarterly payments? Are you
happytobepayingthatmonthlyfeebecausethe
itemsyou’re storingareworth somuchmore to
you than $700-$1000 per year?

What’s in your unit? Do you remember?

Having helped a number of clients close down
storageunits thispastyear, Icanalmostguaran-
tee that if you’ve had it awhile, you’re not sure
what’s in it.

What’s your long-term plan for the items
you’restoring?Is it towaituntil itbecomesyour
children’s problem?

If storing things for your adult children,
haveyouasked themif theywant those items?
If they do, what’s the time-frame for passing
them along?

Whenwouldbeabetter timetoopenitup
and check things out, when it’s 75 or 105 de-
grees?

You get the picture. There’s no better time
than now to open up that puppy and begin the
purge. Here’s how to do it:

1. Schedule a date(s) and stick to it.
2.Haveanable-bodiedpartnertohelpyou.
3.Bringgarbagebags labeled“Trash”and

“Recycle.”
4. Bring a folding table and chairs if you

have lots of boxes to sort through or bring the
boxes home for sort-
ing. (You may prefer
todoit there, if they’re
dirty.)

5. While sorting,
identify larger items
and boxes for dona-
tionwithacertaincol-
oredstickynote.Usea
different colored note
for items to return
home. That way, if
you don’t finish the

project in a day, you can easily see what’s been
previously sorted, and what’s left to do.

6. Before bringing an item back home,
think through where it will land. If you don’t
have a place for it, consider letting it go, or let-
ting something else go to make space for the
more valuable item.

7. If, at the end, your donation pile is more
than what will fit in your car, consider schedul-
ing an appointment with a thrift store to meet
you there and pick it up.

8.Ifyouhaveitemsbelongingtoothers,give
them notice that you’re not renewing your unit
afteraspecificdate,sotheycanretrievetheirthings.

9.Scheduleaweekendawayafewmonths
after closing your unit to celebrate a better way
to use your finances.

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into place)
at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call
559-871-3314 or email info@ organ-
ized bychoice.com. You can also visit
www. organizedbychoice.com.

In my 10+ years of organizing, I’ve
neverheardsomeonespeakwithfondre-
membrance about the process of clear-
ingadeceasedparent’shome,much less
a storage unit that held all the stuff their
parents could live without but couldn’t
part with.

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

3/18

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY
TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2018.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.

3/18

37357 AVE. 12
MADERA RANCHOS
next to LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.3-

18

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

3/18 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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Senior Report

Seniors’ Home & Garden Show Almost Here
By Margaret Tynan

Spring has sprung and it’s time for the
26th Annual Ranchos/Hills Seniors Home and
Garden Festival to be held on Saturday, April
7, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 37330 Berkshire Dr.
A wonderful day is planned for the commu-
nity. Come early for continental breakfast
served from7to9:30a.m., thenspend timevis-
iting the various booths and displays.

Mary Thompson and a team of member
volunteers have prepared a variety of trees,
plants and shrubs for sale. Chat with Master
GardenersKathyEiseleandHarryRogoffwho
are there to answer your gardening questions
and help with
planting ideas.
Volunteers of the
Madera County
Master Gardener
Program, they are
trained by the Uni-
versity of Califor-
nia Cooperative
Extension in land-
scaping and gar-
dening appropriate
to the San Joaquin
Valley’s growing
conditions.Harry is
a Madera Ranchos
resident and his
home has been fea-
tured in garden
tours. They shared
that there is a
demonstration gar-
den open to the
public behind the
Madera Commu-
nityCollege Center
on Avenue 12.

Here at the
Festival many spe-
cialty items such as
crafts, jewelry and
more will be avail-
able at the various
booths of private
vendors and you
can pick up information from local businesses
and health and community organizations. Stop
at the SEMCU booth and pick up a FREE low-
flow shower head and faucet aerator to help
conserve our precious water during the
drought. There is also information regarding
rebates on the purchase of water conserving
washing machines. Be sure to visit the Bou-
tique where Carol Wood and others will help
you find lovely unique decorative and antique
items. The Treasure House will be open fea-

turing housewares, clothing, toys, books and
much more. See Josie Turner and the member
volunteers for assistance in finding that special
treasure. Take a lunch break and visit the BBQ
booth where Steve Santoro is flipping burgers
and grilling hot dogs between 11 a.m. and 1:30
p.m. And of course, satisfy your sweet tooth
with delicious fresh baked goodies made by
members of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors.

Weare very happy to announce anew ad-
dition to the festivities: Music. Music, music,
music. Come do a two-step, a waltz or maybe
a line dance to the acoustic guitar of “Little
Dan” Cabral who will be playing country
music beginning at 11a.m. Dan, another resi-

dent of the Ran-
chos, has played for
more than 45 years
and was the winner
of the Bakersfield
Country Music
Award. He also
played with the San
Joaquin Gun
Slingers Band. We
are so excited that
he is joining the
Festival.

Madera Ran-
chos Boy Scout
Troop 118 is volun-
teering their time to
help with the Festi-
val again this year.
Their generous in-
volvement is very
much appreciated.
A big “Thank you”
to all the Center
members and the
community for all
their support mak-
ing the
Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iorsHomeand Gar-
den Festival
possible. Come join
us for a lovely way
to greet the Spring.
We’ll see you there.

A reminder: Sign up at the Center for the
free Improvisation classes with Mike Beevers.
Classes are open to adults in the community
and will be held on four consecutive Mondays,
April 30, May 7, 14 and 21 from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
at the Center.

Thoughts for April: “I love spring any-
where, but if I could choose, I would always
greet it in a garden.” - Ruth Stout

“In the spring, at the end of the day, you
should smell likedirt.” - MargaretAtwood

Ranchos/Hills Senior Center members Josie
Turner (far left) and Jo Chase (far right) get items
ready for the upcoming Annual Home & Garden Fes-
tival at the Center on Saturday, April 7.

Kay Gilkinson (left), Ann Johns and Inderbir
Dhillon admire the lovely items in the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors Boutique that will be available at the Home
& Garden Festival.
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Webster Elementary
School continues to make
impressive academic gains,
particularly in mathematics
and English-Language Arts
on assessments.

On the most recent
state assessments, the
Smarter Balanced Assess-
ment Consortium, the per-
centage of students meeting,
or exceeding, math stan-
dards rose by 13 percent and six percent in
English-language arts. Webster Elementary
students had one of the highest percent pro-
ficiency and growth in mathematics in
Madera County.

More impressively, the most recent
state Five-by-Five Placement Report indi-

cates that Webster has made
significant growth in math
and English language arts,
while significantly decreas-
ing the number of students’
suspensions.

One of the reasons for
the improvement is an inno-
vation in first grade with
flexible seating while inte-
grating technology and core
curriculum to maximize stu-

dent engagement. Another way to help im-
prove the test scores was through a thriving
music education program, available during
the school day for students in the third
through sixth grades. Students also have
multiple opportunities to get involved in the
school’s formal and informal sports teams.

Webster Improves Test Scores
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• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire

By Sarbjit Johal

Threeyearsago,onJanuary1,2015,California
began implementing the first-ever Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) for the
state. Governor Brown had signed the Act the pre-
vious year in September
2014 following years of
severedrought,cutsinfed-
eral allocations of water to
farmers and over-drafting
of groundwater. Among
the aims of SGMA are
preventing reductions in
groundwater storage, de-
graded water quality, land
subsidence and surface
water depletions that ad-
versely impact beneficial
users.Theaimis tobringaquifers tosustainability in
20 years after Groundwater Sustainability Plans
(GSPs)areapproved.Inallofthis, thelegislativeaim
of SGMA was to maintain local control.

What has been done so far locally to comply

withSGMA?MaderaCountyestablisheda
new Department of Water and Natural Re-
sources.Sevenorganizations in theMadera
sub-basin have formed Groundwater Sus-
tainability Agencies (GSAs) as required by
SGMA.OnNovember1,2017, theseGSAs
signedaMemorandumofUnderstandingto
cooperate to develop a single Groundwater
Sustainability Plan for this part of the
Madera sub-basin.

Nowyoucouldsaythatwecannotwait
20 years because groundwater levels are
dropping and will continue to drop, but we

have to start im-
mediately and
SGMA lays out a
plan to do so.
Madera County
has proposed a
project to install
groundwater well
monitoring wells
intheMaderasub-
basin.Thesustain-
ability of the
Maderasub-basins

will progressively increase during those 20
years, thereby reducing the problems.

The state of California recognizes the
critical nature of the problem because the
State Department of Water Resources re-
leased a map as required by SGMA identi-
fying the most critical areas of over-draft.
Madera is one of those areas is as much of
theSanJoaquinValley floor fromStockton
to the Tehachapis. These areas have the
greatestpriorityandresponsibilities incom-
plying with SGMA.

SEMCUhasalreadyledin thedrive to
sustainability. It has provided resources to
93636 zip code residents to build dry wells
in suitable areas for groundwater recharge.
Weareseeking to increase thedepthofnew
dry wells to 75 feet. Through the work of
our grant-writer, Anthony Forestiere, we
have obtained grants for residents to install
low-flow shower and bathroom hardware,
energy efficient and water-saving washing
machines, and money to pay for installing
water meters.

Whatcanyoudotohelp ingroundwa-
ter sustainability as a resident of southeast
Madera? First, take advantage of the bene-
fits listedaboveforsavingwaterandenergy
and water recharge. Grant money is still
available. Secondly, join SEMCU and at-
tend SEMCU meetings (the third Monday
of every month at the Pizza Factory on Av-
enue12at6p.m.).Finally,participate in the
meetings and membership of the commit-
tees of the GSAs.

TheaimofSGMAis tomaintain local
control of planning and implementing the
Act, but if we don’t participate, the state of
California will make the decisions for us.

“SEMCU has already led in the
drive to sustainability. It has provided
resources to 93636 zip code residents to
build dry wells ... install low-flow
shower and bathroom hardware ... en-
ergy efficient and water-saving washing
machines ... installing water meters ...”
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The 28th Annual
Flatlanders Day
is Almost Here!

The 28th Annual Flatlanders Day Parade, spon-
sored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, is
coming Saturday, May 12 beginning at 10 a.m. and will
showcase local groups, businesses and individuals from
the Ranchos and beyond. There’s also a food and crafts
fair at the Maywood Center sponsored by the Friends of
the Ranchos Library that will last into the afternoon.

An entry form for the parade is to the right and ap-
plications for booths at the food and crafts fair are avail-
able at the Ranchos Library.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
would like to welcome

New Members

Carol Moses

Jessie Kang
3-V Feed & Garden Supply

Volunteer of the Year
Patti Groh

Crab Feed Sponsors
The 15th Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Crab Feed was a huge success on March 2, and what really
made the event possible was a group of special sponsors:

A special “Thank You” for the Ranchos Kiwanis’ help!

Fernwood Gardens • SEMCU
Bedrock Engineering
Greg Reitz Realtors

Vulcan Materials • Pistoresi Ambulance
Riverstone Development

Keller-Williams Realty -- Mario Rivera
North Fork Rancheria

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next
meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave.
12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on April 11 and help plan
the 28th Annual Flatlanders Day Parade. Call us at 645-4001.
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2018 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday, May 12, 2018 • $10 Entry Fee
Group Individual Business

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Ave. 12 from Topper to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials

and agree to release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any

person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name
Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? Yes No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length ft.
EntryCategory (selectONEmostcloselysuitingyourentry):

Horses (Single) Horses (Group) Explain:
Band/Music Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Church) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 7 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature: Date:
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ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN FROM YOUR
FLOATTO

SPECTATORS•IFYOU
HAVEGIVEAWAYSYOU

MUSTWALK
THEPARADEROUTE•ABSOLUTELYNOTHINGCANBETHROWNFROMYOUR
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“I am John Anderson, retired CHP Commander and retired
Madera County Sheriff. I endorse local attorney Carol Moses
for Judge of the Madera County Superior Court. I respect her
nearly 20 years as an accomplished federal law enforcement
officer and more than 20 years as an outstanding attorney.
She is honest, experienced, ethical, hardworking and trust-
worthy. Please join me in voting for Carol Moses for Judge
this June.”

-- John Anderson

“As a trial attorney for 14 years, I represented clients before
administrative law judges, state court judges, federal judges
and appellate justices, including the United States Supreme
Court. I have been a judge in Madera County for 20 years. I
know what it takes to be a judge. Carol Moses has what it
takes to be an outstanding judge. I know of no other as qual-
ified as she. Please join me in voting Carol Moses for Judge
of the Madera County Superior Court.”

-- The Honorable Charles A. Wieland

“I have worked with Carol for over six years on community
service activities, including her work on the Madera County
Arts Council and the San Joaquin River Parkway. She is cur-
rently the Treasurer for the MCAC and on numerous finan-
cial committees on the Parkway Trust Board. As the Chair of
Law Day Yosemite she strives to involve 8th grade students
from all Madera County schools in the program that studies
different facets of the Rule of Law. I find her to be energetic,
positive, hard-working, a self-starter, a motivator and a true
asset to our community service network. I will be voting for
Ms. Moses for Madera County Superior Court Judge this
June. She will be an excellent judicial officer.”

-- Julia O’Kane, Community Leader

3/
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By Jerrica Edmundson

It’s a slow month for events this time
around here at the library as we are gearing
up for the Flatlander’s Day Parade as well
as our Summer Reading Program. Spencer
and I decided to do something a little dif-
ferent this month and try something new:
giving a little insight to the books we are
reading and maybe it will pique someone’s
interest to read something new, or give a bit
of a glimpse into why we love the books
themselves so much.

Jerrica’s Shelf: The Way of Kings by
Brandon Sanderson

I was originally
drawn to this book
because it is the
start of the Storm-
light Chronicles
—which just had
its latest release
of Oathbringer
come out
within the last
month or so.

While reading this
book though, I’ve become enamored

with the uniqueness of the story and depth
of the characters within.

This story revolves around four seem-
ingly unconnected characters and the hard-
ships they face in a world torn apart by a
war that has been going on for decades.
First, we have a decorated war hero that has
an unfortunate turn of events befall him and
is branded a deserter by those for whom he

once risked his life. Then there is a beauti-
ful girl seeking to be a student of a schol-
arly princess when she finds the fortune her
family has based their entire life upon is a
sham after her father’s death. Our third
character is a reluctant assassin, who listens
to his master’s word without fail — regard-
less of his opinion of the task. The last char-
acter is the uncle to the newly appointed
king, who has visions that foretell coming
events and he has to choose how to react to
the knowledge he can’t explain.

I’m only about a quarter of the way into
this book and can’t put it down. I hope this
gives someone else a reason to pick it up as
well.

Spencer’s Shelf: The Name of the
Wind by Patrick Rothfuss

The Name of the
Wind is the first
book in the
Kingkiller Chroni-
cle trilogy and if
you have even the
smallest interest
in fantasy this
story is for you.
The book be-
gins in the
Waystone Inn; an
unassuming inn in an unassuming
town run by a young man with hair as red as
fire. The Waystone is soon visited by a
scholar who has spent his life chronicling
the lives of important people. This Chroni-
cler reveals that the young innkeeper is none
other than Kvothe Kingkiller, a man whose
name is known throughout the world.
Kvothe agrees to share his history with the
Chronicler and here the true story begins.
With some of the most poetic and poignant
writing I have yet to experience, author
Patrick Rothfuss takes you on a journey
filled with hardships, perseverance, loss,
love and of course, magic. This is one of my
favorite books of all time and whether
you’re new to the fantasy genre or an old
hand, I think you’ll love it too.

The Bookshelf

WhatAreWeReadingat theLibrary?

The
Madera Ranchos

Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214

Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

3/
18
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County Introduces New App
for Services and Information

This month, Madera County in-
troduced its new phone application,
“MadCoServices,” allowing residents
to submit service requests right from
their fingertips. This is an extension
of the County 311 Customer Service
Center, providing in-
creased support and
transparency to our
residents.

311 is an easy-
to-remember phone
number people can
call to obtain up-
to-date informa-
tion on all
non-emergency
County services.
The Madera
County 311
C u s t o m e r
Service Cen-
ter went live
on August 1,
2012, and
has been
serving the
p u b l i c
e v e r
s i n c e .
O p e r a -
tors pro-
v i d e
information, take
service requests, and refer
callers to local government agencies.
With 311, residents have a single con-
venient number to call for non-emer-
gency County services.

With the expansion of the Mad-

CoServices App, residents can now
quickly request assistance on various
issues, including:
• Animal complaints
• Code enforcement and other violations
• Environmental health complaints

• Road hazards and repair
• Trash and weeds

W h e n
submitting a
service re-
quest, the

App allows
the user to

provide a
photo as well

as geo-tag the
area of the

issue, creating a
more accurate

and timely re-
sponse from

County staff. Once
submitted, issues go

directly to the track-
ing system for

Madera County, and
the resident is provided

a tracking number. Res-
idents are now able to

follow up on their sub-
mittals and quickly re-

ceive an update on the
issue.

The MadCoServices
App will be available in

both the Google Play and Apple App
Store. You will also be able to submit
and manage issues online at Mad-
CoServices.com.

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 3/
18

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

defamatory information …” concerning the
district attorney. Further, her complaint
states that she was “… seated next to Mr.
Linn at the hearing of November 27, 2017
and within the zone of danger created by the
Board of Supervisors’ defamatory, illegal,
and inaccurate statements.” She is seeking
$5 million.

The censure came as the result of a
three-month investigation by Kimberley Ho-
riuchi of the law firm Liebert Cassidy Whit-
more on behalf of the Board of Supervisors.
She produced a 39-page report that didn’t
make any legal decisions, but rather looked
solely at whether the alleged claims made
against Linn of sexist, racist, offensive and
threatening behavior toward both employees
and crime victims were credible, or “sus-

tainable.”
She determined they were.
The censure resolution stated “… mul-

tiple documented sources give accounts of
frequent outbursts of anger and inappropriate
behavior with his staff members, including
threatening remarks and offensive comments
about their physical appearance, race or gen-
der … Linn’s conduct is unbecoming of an
elected district attorney and has tarnished the
reputation of the Madera County District At-
torney’s office ...”

Linn has denied all the allegations.
The County has rejected both claims,

leaving the potential for a lawsuit as the
Linn’s next option.

You can see the complete, although
heavily redacted, copy of the Huriuchi
report at assets.documentcloud.org/documents/
4310823/RedactedReport.pdf.

D.A. cont. from P. 18
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

3/18

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

3/18

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

3/
18

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

3/
18

The 2018 Madera County Academic
Pentathlon culminated with the Super
Quiz and Awards Ceremony on Saturday,
March 17 naming North Fork School this
year’s seventh and eighth grade champi-
ons. Ranchos Middle School came in sec-
ond place in the 7th grade competition
and Rivergold Elementary School placed
third. Mountain Home School Charter
came in second in the 8th grade competi-
tion and Rivergold Elementary School
placed third.

More than 200 students participated
in this five-event academic competition,
held on March 9 and 17. Students com-
peted in the areas of essay, fine arts, liter-
ature, science and social science. This
year’s topic was Africa.

“Madera County’s seventh and
eighth grade students proved themselves
today,” said Dianna Marsh, Assistant Su-
perintendent, Madera County Superinten-
dent of Schools. “This year’s topic was an

extremely difficult one. Our students
studied countless hours to meet the chal-
lenges of the selected topic. They
showed exceptional sportsmanship, team
spirit and dedication throughout the con-
test. Without the generous support from
our community and school districts, our
student academic events would not be
possible.”

Each team consisted of up to 15 stu-
dents per team. Students had to compete
in all five events. Teams had been prac-
ticing for this event since October.

Seventh grade winners included:
Literature:

Silver
Carson Loquaci.............Ranchos Middle

Bronze
Riley Dillard................. Ranchos Middle
Noah Sanchez............... Ranchos Middle

Social Science:
Bronze

Oscar Briceno................Ranchos Middle

2018 County Academic Pentathlon

Ranchos Middle School 7th Grade

Ranchos Middle School 8th Grade
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

call Mag Anaya Jr.
559-974-1357Ranchos

Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial and industrial
landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

We do any type of
repair and cleaning,

inside and out! Let
me take care of it
for you! We do it

all. Call us
for a FREE

estimate. 15+ years experience. 

Inside and Out!

R&L Home Remodeling
and Housecleaning

559-514-9816

Do you have a rental
or are you buying?

559-363-1851
Barber Shop

& Shave Parlor

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262
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www.ranchosdental.net
559-645-5320Ranchos Dental Care

& Orthodontics
37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104

Madera Ranchos

Colgate At Home
TeethWhitening Kit

comes with custom trays, holder
and six cartridges

only $199
3/

18

3/18
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Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

F i r e w o o d

F o r S a l e - S e a s o n e d A l m o n d
f i r e w o o d . R o u n d o r s p l i t .
C a l l 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 o r 6 4 5 - 5 5 2 3 .

For Sale

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-
cleaning electric oven - used. Good
condition. $450. Used T-Posts $2.50
each. Call 559-312-0891.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut te rs . Genera l Cont rac tor . Re-
pai r Maintenance . 12 years work-
ing in the area . * * N E W P H O N E
N U M B E R : 5 5 9 - 9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 * *

P r i n c e s s H o u s e

Your healthy cooking = Your
healthy lifestyle. For the best in your
home food preparation, cooking and
serving, it’s Princess House. NOW
IN THE RANCHOS. Call Blanca at
559-916-0733 for more info.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048.
Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Wanted

C a s h p a i d f o r o l d a d v e r t i s i n g

s igns and an t iques and o ld po l i ce
a n d f i r e m e n ' s b a d g e s . A l s o b u y -
ing v in tage wa tches and jewe l ry .
Cal l anyt ime 916-544-0322 .

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

• "If you make your own whipped
cream, try using honey instead of sugar.
It has a sweeter flavor and it stays firm
longer. -- C.A. in Louisiana

• Dried-out markers are the worst,
but they don't have to be. Dip a dried
marker into a very small amount of
water -- just enough that it takes up the
water rather than coloring it. Then wrap
the tip with a small piece of plastic
wrap, and recap. Let set for an hour or
so, then repeat until refreshed. You can
do the same with permanent markers
using alcohol rather than water.

• "I love bumper stickers, but hate
the look of an old, faded, peeling tableau
on the back of my ride. When I get a
bumper sticker I like, I apply it to a sheet
magnet found at craft stores. Then I cut
out and slap it on. In fact, I can change
my look whenever I like, and I store
them on the inside of my garage door!"
-- E.K. in New Hampshire

Send your tips to Now Here's a
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL
32803.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 3/18

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 3/18

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

3/
18

3/
18

ByBettyVanValkenburg

The Easter Bunny hides plastic eggs filled
withgoodies forchildren.All thekiddiesneed to
doafter a funEasteregghunt is toopen theeggs
and enjoy the goodies. Of course, their parents
are the ones who worked to buy the eggs and its
contentsandwhopreparedandhid theeggs,but
the Easter Bunny gets the credit.

TheToothFairy leavesmoneyinexchange
foraworthless tooth.All achildhas todo ishide
the tooth under a pillow at night and find the
moneyunder it thenextmorning.Ofcourse,un-
beknownst to the child, the parents worked for
the money and went to the trouble of leaving it
under the pillow, but the Tooth Fairy gets the
credit.

Santa Claus brings toys and gifts down the
chimney for boys and girls. Some of these boys

and girls may opt to leave cookies and milk for
Santa, but all they really have to do is wake up
Christmas morning to find surprises under the
tree.Ofcourse, theparentsworked–sometimes
at great sacrifice – to pay for the gifts as well as
the optional cookies and milk, and they ex-
pended the hours and labor necessary for shop-
ping and wrapping. But Santa gets the credit.

Why should children have all the fun? We
grownups have our good old Uncle Sam.

Uncle Sam, AKA the government, will
giveuswhathasbeencalledcradle-to-gravese-
curity if we let him. All we need to do in order
to receive life’s necessities is demonstrate that
we can’t provide for ourselves. Of course, this
“gift” comes from taxpayers who not only pro-
vide for themselves but then pay the taxes to
provide for thosewhodon’torcan’t.AndUncle
Sam gets the credit. Never mind that this crazy
Uncle is broke, even after all the tax revenues,
andborrowsmoneyfromChina that futuregen-
erations will repay plus interest. He gets the
credit and we get the bill.

Bless him, good old Uncle Sam lavishes
all of us with goodies, asked for or not, such as
Social Security. All we and our children and
grandchildren have to do is pay a Social Secu-
rity tax on every penny earned during our life-
times, save what we can for retirement because
Social Security won’t be enough, pay still more
taxes on the meager “benefits” we do eventu-
ally receive, and become dependent on Uncle
forwhathe (AKApoliticians)decides to“give”

us at any given time. And the government gets
the credit for so much generosity.

There are obviously stark differences be-
tween the fairy tale gifts bestowed by parents on
children and Uncle Sam’s so-called benefits to
adults. We are not children, and the government
isnotmeant tobeourkeeper.Thegovernment is
toprotectour rightsso thatwearefree toprovide
for ourselves and to live our lives as we see fit.

Before you call me Scrooge or worse, let
me state that of course there are people who fall
on hard times and need help. I just happen to
think – no, I know – that assistance is better
given by friends, family, charities, private enti-
ties or faith-based institutions and not by any
government entity. The purpose for helping
should be to restore those in need to productive
lives of dignity and self-sufficiency, rather than
permanent dependence on the whims of the
government inpower.Manyelectedofficials, as
weknow,haveavested interest inkeepingcon-
stituents on public assistance so that, while tax-
payers foot the bill, politicians get the
credit.

As Easter approaches and we await
the family gathering and Easter egg
hunt, it might be a good idea to get
copies of The Little Red Hen for the
kids’baskets to reinforce the lessonsof
self-sufficiency and the rewards of
working for a living.

As Tax Day approaches, and
withelectionsnot farbehind,wemight

vowtoresearchandvotewiselyonballotmeas-
uresandcandidates, andperhaps sendacopyof
the United States Constitution for our legisla-
tors’Easterbasketsandanoteencouraging them
to follow it.

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party website
at www.centralvalleyteaparty. com for more
information.

Uncle Sam:
The Easter Bunny, Tooth Fairy

and Santa Claus all
rolled into one
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Hello 93636,
Over the past several months I had the

opportunity to attend several advanced
training classes. The most interesting class
was the ADAS (Advanced Driver Assis-
tance Systems) class. Several features re-
sulting from ADAS technologies are
Parking Assist, Automatic Emergency
Braking, Blind Spot Detection and Lane
Departure Warning. ADAS vehicles blend
radar, sonar/ultrasound and forward-look-
ing infrared. ADAS vehicles are currently
in production and are the predecessor to the
self-driving vehicle.

Thanks again to my 93636 family for
all your support and encouragement. Two
weeks ago Sunday, as I was walking into
church, I heard a voice saying, "Our son
was very excited to read your Ranchos In-
dependent article."

"Thank you," I replied. "Is he here? I
would like to meet him."

"He's outside playing."
Confused!
"How old is he?" I asked.
"Nine."
Now his parents had my full attention

because I'm wondering which article I
wrote that would interest a nine-year-old
boy.

“Which article did he read?"
"Your most recent article about the

Ford F150."
NO WAY! That article was one of the

hardest and most difficult articles I've writ-
ten. I wasn't able to meet the young man
that day but as destiny would have it,
Wednesday night our families arrived at
church together and parked side by side.
There he was, all nine years of him. He was
wearing a big smile and grinning from ear
to ear. I felt like a big-time celebrity. I
walked over and shook his hand. "My name
is Warren, what's yours?”

“Jake."
"Jake, how would you like to go to the

shop with me and hang out?"
"Cool," Jake answered. We talked a bit

and then I made my mistake.
"Jake, what's your favorite car?” I ex-

pected him to say Corvette, Mustang, Ca-
maro, Dodge Viper or some kind of
American muscle car. Jake's favorite car
was one I've never heard of, some kind of
Nissan. To save face I change the topic and
asked Jake if he would help me at my Flat-

Calling Young Fans

landers Celebration Complete Car Care
booth. He said yes, so I would like to in-
vite everyone to stop by the booth, meet
my new best friend Jake and check us
out.

93636 pre-teen and teenage readers,
sorry, I didn't realize you are out there. If
you are interested in cars, I'd like to speak
to you for just a bit. The automotive re-
pair industry is wide open and there are
many great opportunities for you. It's not
always easy but it can be quite rewarding.
Let me share some statistics with you.
Sixty six percent of today’s automotive
technicians are 45 years and older. Less
than 3 percent are 18-24 years of age. We
will begin retiring soon so opportunities
will abound.

Everyday vehicles are becoming ex-
ponentially more complex. The tool of
choice for today’s automotive technician
is not a wrench, it's a laptop and tablet, or
two or three. We are car doctors. It's our
job to investigate, test and repair prob-
lems. The need for well-trained, compe-
tent, qualified automotive professionals
has never been greater and that need will
only increase. I wish I could be there with
you.

It was once my vision and hope to
implement within our local school district
a comprehensive automotive vocational
training program including advanced
placement. I haven’t been able to make
that happen so instead I'm going to give
you some good advice that will prevent
you from being disadvantaged in the fu-
ture when competing with others who at-
tended Career Vocational Training
programs: Take all the math you can.

Math is the language of science and
the foundation of automotive diagnostic.
Any and all classes related to the science
of electricity is essential. Physics and
chemistry will also be very helpful. An
engineering class would be the icing on
the cake. Remember, cars are designed
by engineers using math and science. We
just reverse engineer them during diag-
nostic. Please don't hesitate to contact me
if you have any questions or concerns.
Come by the Complete Car Care booth at
the Flatlanders Celebration on Saturday,
May 12 and let's talk.

Last week, a 2009 BMW rolled into
the shop for an emissions inspection. As
usual I started the inspection by familiar-
izing myself with the vehicle’s emission
label. As I was reading through its list of
emission components, there was one un-
familiar to me: DOR.

After a bit of investigation, DOR is
the acronym for Direct Ozone Reduction.
On my BMW the DOR was the radiator.
DOR components have special coatings

that react with the ambient air passing over its
surfaces. A catalyst in the coating converts
ground level ozone, the main component of
smog, into oxygen. DOR treated radiators can
convert as much as 75 percent of the ozone it
contacts into oxygen, which vehicle manufac-
turers use to offset tailpipe and evaporative
systems emissions. The amount of ozone con-
version credits available depends upon the
size of the radiator and airflow rate. Factors
that impact the air flow rate are the radiator's
cooling fan and vehicle speed. Several miti-
gating factors that impact the ozone conver-
sion rate include system deterioration, density
of traffic, road grime, temperature variations,
vibration and weather conditions. In order to
demonstrate overall effectiveness, manufac-
turers are required to conduct on-the-road
driving or wind tunnel testing at 14 different
speeds for a minimum of 10 minutes per
speed.

Since DOR-treated components are con-

sidered emission control devices, federal law
requires they be monitored for performance.
The OBDII (On-Board Diagnostic 2) system
will directly or indirectly monitor the compo-
nent’s ozone conversion effectiveness. If the
conversion rate falls below the minimum stan-
dard, the Check Engine Lamp will be illumi-
nated and a diagnostic trouble code is set.
YES, that is correct. Your radiator can be used
as an emission reduction device. Good stuff,
huh?

As usual, I'm in search of interesting and
informative automotive topics to write about.
If you have any suggestions or general ques-
tions concerning a personal vehicle or the au-
tomotive industry as a whole, I can be
contacted at
complete_car_care@hotmail.com or text 559-
907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless 93636
Warren Parr, ASE Master, Hybrid and

Advanced Level Technician

3/
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No matter how hot it
is outside, you can
count on a reliable,
energy-efficient YORK®

air conditioner to keep
you cool and comfortable
inside. And you can
also count on it being
protected by one of the
strongest warranties in
the industry. It’s just
another way we install
confidence. Call or stop
by to learn more.

Locally owned and operated
37082 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93636

559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Resist a confrontation with that irksome person. The matter
will soon blow over anyway. Channel your Arian energy into areas with more positive potential.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The innovative Bovine finds a creative way to resolve a sensitive
domestic problem by midweek. A former colleague returns with an intriguing business suggestion.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) An unexpected critical statement from someone you trust could
catch you momentarily off guard. But you soon recover your equilibrium and rise to the challenge.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might feel you can handle a new project on your own, but
advice from someone with experience could help you avoid costly and time-consuming obstacles.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Waiting for others to make decisions is difficult for the take-
charge Lion. But by week's end, you should hear news that will help you regain control of the situation.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your superjudgmental side could dominate the week
unless you try to keep it in check. Otherwise you risk offending people, including some who
are very close to you.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Expect more information to come out about that possible
career shift. Meanwhile, your loving concern helps someone close to you get through a
worrisome period.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Despite an occasional setback, workplace pressures
should continue to ease through most of the week. This would be a good time to plan that long-
delayed trip.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) The sage Sagittarian quickly recognizes an
opportunity when she or he sees it, especially if it's one you've been planning for. Take aim
and go for it.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The Sea Goat's unique insight guides you as you
check out a questionable situation. Your efforts should be rewarding for you and your supporters.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You might want to pace yourself a bit more. Rushing
could lead to serious slip-ups. Take more time to check out details you might otherwise overlook.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) The best way to resolve those remaining problems is to
ask others for help. They'll be happy to do so, especially when you agree to share the credit
for a job well done.
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Your natural gift for honest leadership earns you
the respect and admiration of others.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. ASTRONOMY: How large is Jupiter's
giant "red spot"?
2. U.S. STATES: Which is the only U.S.
state that begins with the letter "p"?
3. HISTORY: Who was the last man to
walk on the moon?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: The average
person speaks how many words in a day?
5. MOVIES: In the movie "The Wizard of
Oz," what did the Tin Man want from the
wizard?
6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a
guanaco?
7. BIBLE: In the Old Testament, who was
Abraham's first wife?
8. GEOGRAPHY: What two states border
Lake Tahoe?
9. WEATHER: What was the fastest wind
speed ever recorded?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first
U.S. president to declare war?

1.TwiceasbigastheEarth
2.Pennsylvania
3.EugeneCernan
4.7,000to20,000words
5.Aheart
6.AcamelidnativetoSouthAmerica
7.Sarah
8.NevadaandCalifornia
9.253mphwindgustregisteredonBar-
rowIsland,Australia
10.JamesMadison

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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A limited number left. First come, first served.*

*For qualified locations. Sign up for more
information at the

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos or

email info@semcu.com. You can also call 559-363-9095.

Washing Machine certified as:

NEW State Grant Awarded*

UP TO $350REIMBURSEMENT FOR EACH

“Energy Star Qualified”

to residents of South East Madera County
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18


