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At about 9:30 p.m. on March 3, Alex Aguirre was leaving
work at Pete & Maria’s Italian Bistro on Avenue 12 when the unthinkable happened: Aguirre was robbed at knife point by two
young men who took his cell phone and car. As they left, they left
Aguirre with a chilling message: “If you call anybody, I’m going
to f***ing kill you.” The two then drove off into the night.
It was later learned that the two were juveniles from Valley
Teen Ranch (VTR), one who had been in residence for three
months and the other who had only been there for about 36 hours.
Only an hour earlier the Sheriff’s Department had been notified by
VTR that the boys had run away. When the Deputy Sheriff (for the
robbery) and the California Highway Patrol Officer (for the car)
arrived at Pete &
Maria’s to speak with
Aguirre, they already
had pictures of the runaways to show him,
which he recognized. He
told the officers he and a
co-worker had just left
the restaurant and
Aguirre’s co-worker had
headed off to the S&K
Mart while Aguirre
headed to his car while
checking his phone for
messages. Noticing two
boys approaching from
across the dirt lot,
Aguirre began to slip his
phone in his pocket and
reach for the door handle of his Oldsmobile
Alero, but it was too
late. One of the approaching boys had reached him and threatened Aguirre with his
knife while the other had walked around to the passenger side of
the car. The boy with the knife ordered Aguirre to give him the
keys to the car. Aguirre complied and began to back off when he
was ordered to turn over his phone. When he did the boys drove
off in his car. At that point, Aguirre saw another co-worker leaving the restaurant so he ran back to the door and the two were let
back in to call 911.
A rash of incidents have occurred in the Ranchos on Avenue
12 as of late, including a bomb hoax, vandalism of the mailboxes
at both the Maywood Shopping Center and at the Ranchos Market, stealing the cash box on the water machine in front of the

Ranchos Market and an assault and robbery in front of the store
just a couple days before last Thanksgiving.
Exiting the market with her son at 6:20 p.m. in late November after running in to make a quick purchase, Lisa Loera, a local
resident, found a young man in his early twenties pulling her son’s
back pack out of her car parked right in front. She quickly approached him and tried to retrieve the backpack while shutting
the robber’s adjacent car door to prevent him from escaping, but
he pushed her down hard on the ground. By then, Loera’s son had
come around to her side of her car and also attempted to take the
backpack. But the robber kept the pack, got in his car with his two
accomplices, a male and a female, and sped off.
When Loera and
her son headed back into
the market, a woman
who saw the incident offered to follow the robbers, took Loera’s son
with her but they had no
luck. Meanwhile, Loera,
who called her husband
to come and join her,
waited for a deputy from
the Sheriff’s office for
10-15 minutes because
she had been told someone had already called
911. She then called 911
and waited another 30
minutes or so for a
deputy to arrive and take
a report while her head
began to hurt. Another
bystander said he had
seen her get knocked
down and hit her head.
The Sheriff’s Office told the Ranchos Independent that they
had carried out their due diligence and returned to the Ranchos
Market to view surveillance camera footage, but learned that no
camera had been pointed toward the location of the incident.
David Hill, owner of the Ranchos Market, told the Ranchos Independent that there are four cameras at the store, one on each of
the four sides, and that the one in the front points out toward the
parking lot.
In the case of the stolen phone and auto in front of Pete &

Please see CRIME on P. 3

Ranchos Firefighters Help Children’s Hospital Raise $$$

Gary Lewis works Avenue 12 for Kids Day.

Ranchos-area firefighters have again
joined in to help raise funds for the annual
Kids Day fundraiser for Valley Children’s

Hospital. This year the one-day event on
street corners throughout the Valley on
Tuesday, March 8 raised $591,559, with
over $1,600 of that coming from the Ranchos alone.
The event is a partnership between Valley Children’s Hospital, the Fresno Bee and
television station ABC30. It is the 29th annual time it has occurred and involved approximately 6,000 volunteers throughout
the Valley. This is the 28th year that Station
19 volunteers have helped out. This year
they sold over 400 newspapers.

Jan Williams (left) and Jannel Miller work 36
and 15.

Nearly $8 million total has been raised
over the 29 years of the annual event.

MaywoodCenter:
New Owners,
New Plans

By Brenda McElroy
With the purchase of the Maywood
Center by Flipside Church, the tenant becomes the landlord.
Most think of an investment as something done to secure one’s financial future,
so what is a church doing purchasing a
shopping center? The answer is as close as
the family down the street and as far away
as the slums of Guatemala.
Flipside Christian Church made its
home in the Ranchos 10 years ago. Those
with young families back in 2005 are now
sending sons and daughters off to college,
the military and the workforce. As the
Flipside family has grown up physically, it
has also grown geographically. Flipside
has always had an outward focus. Karl
Roth, pastor at Flipside, is a tough guy on
the football field but a tender heart when it
comes to real needs. He believes the bible
where it says, “‘He defended the cause of
the poor and needy ... Is that not what it
means to know Me?’ declares the Lord.”
(Jeremiah 22:16) Roth is quick to approach the Flipside family with opportunities to meet needs, both locally and
around the world.
“End game, yes, we’re landowners,”
said Roth, “but it’s an investment in ministry, not to the staff or lining church pockets. We value, believe in and love our
Ranchos community and we want to see
God’s grace spread, and the Maywood
Center thrive!”
The purchase of the Maywood Center
generates funds to support ministries in
the Ranchos and others halfway around
the world. For now, the income from the
tenants covers the cost of Flipside’s mortgage payments, providing even more of
the church budget for generous giving.
Eventually, when the mortgage is paid off,
“Only the Lord knows the future impact
of this investment,” Roth said.
Tita Evertsz is known as the Mother

Please see MAYWOOD on P. 14
Click on “Local News” at
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Maria’s, Aguirre’s mother – and owner of
the Beauty Club Salon & Spa, Irma Alvarez – told the Ranchos Independent that
the Sheriff called Sunday, March 6 to inform her son that his car had been found in
Seaside, Calif. But when they went to retrieve it, they had to pay $385 in police and
towing fees including $65 per day for the
three days it had been impounded on the

towing company lot. Alvarez asked Connie Clendenan, CEO of Valley Teen Ranch,
to reimburse her son. Clendenan, who said
Valley Teen Ranch was not legally liable,
nevertheless accepted responsibility for
what the youth had done. “They also paid
the $200 insurance deductible for Alex to
replace his phone,” Alvarez said. “And
Connie called to tell us the police had
caught the boy with the knife.”
Alvarez, who has had all the locks in

her house changed, said, “For the first few
days, (her son) couldn’t be alone.” And, although his car had been trashed but not
damaged by the boys who had stolen it,
Aguirre immediately sold it, and is now
looking for another. “He’s having trouble
sleeping,” his mother said adding, “he’s
looked into attending a victim’s support
group, but I told him this is life.”
When asked whether she was seeing a
trend among youth, VTR CEO Clendenan

said, “I think our families in our society are
having more struggles with relationships,
with adult relationships, economically,
with drugs and alcohol, with employment,
and their kids get caught up in that, which
is not their fault. So there are lots of challenges that families have and all of those
factors play into the situation. It’s not just
one thing or one person. They are

Please see CRIME on P. 17
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Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!
3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat
Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Current Hay Prices per Bale
Orchard Grass ..................................................... $21.99
Timothy Grass (or Timothy/Orchard mix)............................ $21.99
Forage/Wheat Hay (Heavy Bales)................................. $12.99
Alfalfa (Regular) ......................................................... $11.99 (and up)
Oat Hay ............................................................... $ 9.99 (and up)
Straw (wheat or rice)...................................................... $ 8.99
(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Come in and
Check Out our
SPRING SALE!

2% CASH BACK on
ALL purchases

ALL of your vegetables
& plants are here NOW!
Check out
our selection

Horse Quality
Bermuda
Grass (heavy)

Get Growing!
Spring is HERE

$398

Premium Quality

ALFALFA CUBES

/ton

when you buy
a ton or more

Don’t forget - you still get

$2.69

Propane Bottles

all prices exp. 4/30/16 except where noted and are subject to change

with your 3-V FEED
REWARDS CARD©

/GAL.
$10 minimum
RVs & Motorhomes Welcome

$12.85
$7.99
$7.99

3-V Feed SPRING HAY SPECIALS
Cattle
Alfalfa

Cattle
Oat Hay

Prices per Bale While Supplies Last!

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
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Dear Editor:
As a generational family dairy
farmer who grew up here in Fresno
County, it has always been confusing to
me why the industry that feeds the
world has become the target of some in
the environmental community who do
not understand the close relationship
and dependence we have as partners
with the earth. Fortunately, we are now
beginning to see the scientific community confirming that not only does the
farmer need a healthy planet, but that
the planet needs a strong agricultural
industry to help revitalize our planet
and keep global warming under control
by offsetting CO 2 emissions with the
natural cleansing that agriculture provides. With the loss of forests and
plant life in other parts of the world, it
has become apparent that agriculture is
the key to filling the void to control
greenhouse gases and maintain a stable
and healthy environment.
Environmental activists must take
into consideration the recent studies
that show that the plant life and trees
that are the hallmark of California's
agricultural industry are an effective
counter to global warming due to their
ability to encourage plant-based
aerosol formation that helps cool the
atmosphere. Plants release gases such
as water vapor and oxygen that combine with aerosols released from plants
to help reflect sunlight and form cloud
droplets. While this is not a "silver
bullet" in solving this issue once and
for all, it is becoming more obvious
that the Central Valley should receive
the necessary water needed for agriculture to thrive and prosper to safeguard
the environment for Californians. It is a
much more cost and job friendly solu-

tion that can bring the environmental
and agricultural communities together
to meet what was always thought to be
competing challenges.
It is shocking to me that confrontation between both sides has left us in
our current state. By damaging our
farm economy, the environmental bureaucracy has encouraged global warming and minimized our ability to
generate steady rainfall while focusing
on areas like fish friendly water flows
that would be minimized in the first
place with adequate rainfall that a
healthy farm economy helps generate.
By taking acres of farmland out of production and reducing the output of
gases that generate more rainfall and
cool the earth, they are unwittingly a
part of a vicious cycle that hurts both
our food supply, the economy and the
reduction of greenhouse gases.
Last year hundreds of thousands of
acres of farmland were left fallow and
dry in California due to a combination
of drought and misguided environmental policies that failed to take into account the critical importance of a
healthy farming economy in the Central Valley. While part of the drought
can be attributed to natural causes, it is
also reasonable to say that with more
plant and tree producing farms we
could have expected substantially more
rainfall.
While greenhouse gases are one
part of this equation, we must also not
forget that by encouraging farm
friendly policies we will be able to
make an impact in an area of concern
for all Californians, air quality. While
all Californians face this issue, the

Please see LETTERS on P. 17

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH
AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY
TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2016.”
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Letters

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2016. Delivery must be by August 31, 2016.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.
3/16
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Editorial

Unintended Consequences
By Randy Bailey

TheRanchos

Independent
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All contents of this publication are copyright 2016, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The information gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.
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Unintended consequences are
just that: Outcomes that are not what
you had planned. It’s like when you
suddenly swerve the car to avoid that
raccoon leisurely strolling across the
highway and in the process you roll
the SUV and send everyone in it to
the emergency ward. You wanted the
raccoon to be safe, but not at the expense of your car and passengers.
Unintended consequences.
Back when the Recall Election
was gaining steam, one of the chief
arguments against it was, “Who’s
going to pay for this?” With a price
tag of more than $20,000, those who
were against the recall were making
the argument that a recall shouldn’t
be had if for no other reason than the
exorbitant cost. The school district
couldn’t -- nor should it be expected
to -- cover the costs of what the opponents said was a frivolous exercise
in little more than hurt feelings on
the part of the proponents. Their rationale, therefore, was that regardless
of the reason behind the recall, since
they deemed it too expensive it
should NOT go forward.
I’ve always had a problem with
this line of reasoning. It’s like saying
just because the surgery would be
painful, you shouldn’t have that appendix removed. Or because it would

“Let it never be said of this
generation of
Americans that
we became so
obsessed with
failure that
we refused to
take risks
that could
further the
cause of
peace and
freedom in the
world. ”

be embarrassing and impact your
self-esteem, you shouldn’t fess up
and do the right thing when you’ve
wronged someone. It’s the rationale
that we shouldn’t build more prisons
in California because we already
have too many people in prison.
Huh?
Well, try this on for size: The
new school board trustees, Mona
Diaz, Brian Freeman and Maria
Knobloch, working together with
non-recalled trustees Mike Kelly and
Steven Lewis, have figured out a way
to make up the cost of that election
by a factor of about 165 times.
Huh?
The current board has done its
homework and has learned that, just
like home mortgage refinancing, old
general obligation school bonds can
be replaced by issuing a new series
of “refunding bonds” at lower interest rates, allowing the school district
to refinance the outstanding 1999
Series C and D, and 2006 Series A
and B bonds. The district could refinance a portion of its capital appreciation bonds without an increase to
its tax rates and the term of the bonds
would not be extended. All the costs
associated with the refinance will be
paid from bond proceeds and there
will be absolutely zero cost to the
general fund. When it’s all said and
done, it means a savings of $3.3 million to Ranchos taxpayers.
Oh wait. There’s one more thing:
All savings will be passed on to taxpayers through lower annual tax assessments.
Now, I guess the old school board
could have done the same thing -- but
they didn’t. It’s funny, you can talk
about doing something or you can actually do something. I prefer the latter.
I guess one way you could look at
how this has played out is that a
$20,000 investment in people who
have their collective heads screwed
on straight has resulted in a $3.3 million rebate in the pockets of Ranchos
taxpayers, all without impacting the
school district one penny.
As Forrest Gump said, “I’m not a
smart man,” but if I could invest
$20,000 and within one year realize a
return of $3.3 million I’d only have
one question: Where do I sign up?
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Not Suffering Fools Gladly

Mobile
Riding Lawnmower
Repair Service
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visit us at mowersplus.us
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
3/16

It’s not a secret: I don’t like rude
people. I don’t think it takes money
or intelligence to exhibit a little decorum and civility in public. “Please,”
“thank you,” “excuse me” and “I’m
sorry” are all phrases that go a long
way to show the world you understand it doesn’t revolve around you
and other people’s time and efforts
are just as important as yours. Coffee
shops, grocery stores, movie theaters,
theme parks, etc., are all filled with (I work for a medical group in a divipeople who have somehow come sion that sends nurses into patients’
under the impression that they de- homes to provide skilled nursing
serve preferential treatment. I cannot care). The nurse was unable to see the
stand demanding and impolite fools patient because she wasn’t home, she
who steamroll over people because was out of town. Far out of town. The
evidently their mom and dad never patient just couldn’t understand why
taught them to wait their turn, and I couldn’t have a nurse just drive the
I’ve had the misfortune of running hour and a half to see her at her
into three of these people in the last friend’s house no matter how many
two weeks.
times I told her
It
started
she was well outwhen I was standside our service
I cannot stand demanding zone. The patient
ing in line at one
impolite fools who told me she felt
of my favorite and
lunch time sand- steamroll over people because she deserved prefwich shops. The evidently their mom and dad erential treatment.
place
was
Not because she
never taught them to wait their was critically ill –
slammed and I
was waiting pa- turn ...
she wasn’t. Not
tiently with my
because she was
head bent over my
attending a dire
cell phone when I heard someone to- family emergency – she wasn’t. She
ward the back of the line holler above felt she deserved preferential treatthe crowd demanding to know how ment simply because she had the
long it takes to get a sandwich be- good insurance. I don’t know what
cause she had somewhere to be (I re- she thinks the good insurance is, but
moved the expletives, of which there she has the same insurance as about
were three). The restaurant fell silent 60 percent of our other patients. After
for a moment as all eyes whipped reiterating this, several times, she fiaround to her. Oh, sorry ma’am. The nally slammed the phone down effecrest of us are just gathering for our tively terminating the call. It was the
usual Tuesday afternoon stand- best sound ever. Ever.
around-and-waste-our-time session.
Then just the other day I was
We’ll just step out of your way and standing in our campus immediate
let you order before we go back to care waiting to get some lab results
collectively loitering. I struggled in- for another patient when a woman
ternally with my natural instinct to came through the door pushing an
round on her and verbally rip her elderly man in a wheelchair. She
apart, but since every other patron de- went straight to the counter and told
cided to ignore her, and the employ- the receptionist that he couldn’t
ees were too busy and frazzled to pay breathe. I’ll be honest, he didn’t look
her any mind, I decided not to sink to good and I have no idea why she
her level. Against my better judgment brought him to the immediate care as
I just focused on my Tetris game and opposed to the emergency room, but
silently hoped she would trip on her I’m sure she had her reasons. In any
way out spilling her lunch and have event, the staff hopped to and brought
to get back in line again.
him straight back. As soon as the
A few days later I received a call door closed behind him another
from a patient who was livid that the
Please see GEN WHY on P. 16
nurse was unable to see her that day

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”

Speci
AUTO A alizing in
CCIDEN
TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $25!
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36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Click on “Local News” at
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO

3/16

Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

Foster Parents Needed

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.
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(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

559-645-5320

3/16

www.ranchosdental.net

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

3/16

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos
“Serving your community
for over 20 years”

www.The Ranchos.com

Obama’s Diaper Act
By Betty Van Valkenburg

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

LIC. #107206625

Surely there must be a Diaper-Pin Phobia
Rehab Program for “victims” of such abuse.
And if there isn’t such a program, maybe
someone could be paid a few million taxpayer bucks to study it. I would volunteer for
the job and the paycheck, wouldn’t you?

“Politicians and diapers must be
changed often, and for the same reason.”
-- Mark Twain
We might wonder if President Obama
suddenly feels our frustration with government over-spending and over-regulating, because he is now proposing many “changes.”
Does he want to change and simplify the
tax code?
No.
Change or rip up the disastrous Iranian
deal?
Heck no.
Change his mind on Obamacare?
Change his stance on gun control? Change
his expensive vacation habits?
No, no and hell no.
Instead, he wants to act on the nation’s
latest crisis, which is – wait for it – the great
“Diaper Divide.” His Domestic Policy Council director laments that “… there is no federal assistance for purchasing diapers, unlike
other essentials like food or health insurance.
Programs like WIC, SNAP, [and] Medicaid
help provide nutritious foods and the supports
[that] they and their babies need to stay
healthy, but unless Congress acts, we don’t
have a program to help struggling families
buy diapers for their children.”
So Obama’s 2017 budget includes $10
million to “… test effective ways to get diapers to families in need.” That $10 million
would buy a lot of diaper changes, right?
Well, no. It wouldn’t buy one diaper, but instead it would put lots of extra “change” in
someone’s pockets just to figure out how to
buy diapers, which you or I could do for free.
Is this just another example of the government corruption that we detest? Politicians
inventing ways to reward friends or donors
with taxpayer money for doing nothing?
You can read more blather about the
dreaded “diaper disparity” (really!) at WhiteHouse.gov. Such as: “When families can’t
buy … diapers … they’re faced with a choice
between buying diapers and paying for food,
rent or utilities like heat …” “… Over time
these kinds of stressors can contribute to the
incidence of abuse and neglect of young children.” Oh my gosh, moms in the poor rural
area of my childhood sometimes cut up old
sheets to make diapers and then secured them
with those wicked diaper pins that unfortunately pricked kids’ bottoms once in a while.

“Government's first duty is to protect the
people, not run their lives”.
-- Ronald Reagan
OK, so this Obama diaper proposal is
“small change” in the nanny state with astronomical debt. And we don’t want innocent
children running around diaper-less anyway.
So what’s the big deal?
The big deal is that it IS considered no
big deal in today’s world of overreaching
government control and spending under the
guise of “helping” the poor while making
them dependent on government handouts
rather than promoting self-sufficiency. It illustrates how far we have strayed from principles when one political party gets away
with such nonsense, and worse, and the supposed-to-be opposition party promises reform but refuses to hold its nose and clean the
proverbial dirty diaper.
The very big deal is that in the coming
local, state and national elections we can vote
to continue policies that are rushing us into
both moral and financial bankruptcy or we
can elect principled conservative candidates
who prove to us by both words and deeds that
they actually know the Constitution and its
limits on the government and that they will
take action to shrink the bloated bureaucracy
and expand personal liberty.
This may sound easy, but it entails more
than just voting based on feelings or listening to and believing candidates’ sound bites,
political ads and debate promises, some of
which may be heartfelt and genuine and others mere hyperbole. It entails listening critically, investigating candidates’ backgrounds
and claims, reading their websites, talking
face-to-face with any who are accessible or
to their aides, attending debates or meetings
and asking tough questions. And more.
Whatever it takes to be sure that a candidate
has real values and will actually follow
through on promises.
We are, after all, thinking adults and
should not allow ourselves to be spoon-fed
empty rhetoric.
Our freedom and security may well be at
stake so the next logical step would be to
work tirelessly for candidates we trust: walk
precincts, make phone calls, donate, call
radio programs, tweet, email and more. Perhaps we can throw out the liberal/progressive/socialist agenda along with the
taxpayer-funded dirty diapers.
For information and resources, please
visit www.teapartypatriots.org.
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Happy Easter

boil for about 10 minutes. After the
10 minutes I usually test one to
make sure it is done then IMMEDIATELY drain the hot water into the
sink and turn the cold water onto the
eggs. I let the cold water run on the
eggs until you can pick up an egg
easily then crack and peel them,
leaving them whole. I have found
this method the easiest to peel the
egg without tearing it up. I have read
Egg Dying Time
In our families, Saturday before of other methods but this one works
Easter is egg dying day. Each family best for me – if you have a method
with children begins with two or you have used, then by all means use
three dozen eggs but don’t always it. After you have peeled them and
they
have
end up with that
cooled enough
many. There are
the one or two
My favorite Easter Hymn is that you can
handle them, cut
eggs that crack
during the boil- Christ Arose! I get goose bumps them in half
ing, and invari- when the chorus is sung, “Up from top to botably there are from the grave he arose, with a tom with a sharp
knife,
always the ones mighty triumph o’er His foes, paring
the
that
“acciden- He arose a Victor from the dark putting
yolks into a
tally” hit the
domain, and He lives forever, bowl and the
floor.
On
Easter with His saints to reign. He whites on a flat
Sunday when we arose! He arose! Hallelujah! surface. I have a
Tupperware
get home from Christ arose!”
cake saver that I
church, there is
Have a blessed Easter.
use.
If
you
always egg hunts
aren’t going to
for the kids –
finish deviling
seems like every
year there is one egg that just can’t them at this point be sure to put
be found (until about July). Eggs are them in the refrigerator.
When the eggs have been sepaa traditional symbol of new life. According to the book Festivals and rated, put the whites in the fridge
Celebrations by Rowland Purton, until you have the yolks ready. All I
eggs were dyed in ancient times by do is smash the yolks with a fork
the Egyptians and Persians who ex- until they are kind of like corn meal.
changed them with their friends. “It Add enough mayonnaise or Miracle
was in Mesopotamia that Christians Whip (I prefer Miracle Whip for
first gave eggs to their friends at most things, but in these eggs, I use
Easter to remind them of the resur- half mayonnaise and half Miracle
Whip) to make them moist, but not
rection of Jesus,” Purton wrote.
Our Easter Feast is real simple – runny. If you aren’t used to doing
Baked Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, this, start with only a couple of tagreen beans, green salad, rolls and blespoons, and add a little at a time
desserts. Oh, and deviled eggs. NOT until you get the consistency you
the ones that were up in a tree, be- want. Add a squirt of mustard (not
hind a lawn chair or stepped on a too much) and salt and pepper to
taste. Last year I added just a couple
couple of times earlier that day.
I start the eggs (I usually boil of tablespoons of sweet pickle juice.
about two or three dozen) in cold After you have the yolks tasting the
water, and after they start boiling,
turn the fire down and cook at a light
Please see AUNT JEAN on P. 16
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by Jean Briner

www.chadstrucking.com
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Since Easter is my favorite holiday of the year, either Christian or
secular, I couldn’t let it slide by
without writing about it. We celebrate Easter Sunday because Jesus
was crucified for our sins (John
3:16) died on the cross on Friday,
was buried and rose from death on
Sunday (Mark 16:6). The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the fundamental principles and beliefs of
Christianity. It’s why we say, “Christ
is Risen – He is Risen Indeed!”

CA #441782

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

We now
deliver to the
Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills
areas.

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

the Ranchos Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
Click on “Local News” at
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Senior Report

Senior Center Garden FestivalApril 2
be a silent auction with great items. Take
advantage of our poker hands that have
It is almost HERE and I am so UP for it! It wonderful prizes. BBQ lunch will start at
is the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Home & Garden 11:30 a.m. and you are all invited to enjoy
Festival on Saturday, April 2. This is a major an- the live music of Chuck Rovenstine and
nual fundraiser for the Seniors in our effort to the Ranchos Country Band who will start
support the Center and Senior activities. We are playing at 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Whew, it is
working hard to make it enjoyable and offer going to be a busy day but oh so enjoyable.
Please stop by and visit us.
something for everyone.
We will also
The day will start at
start selling our raf6 a.m. with continental
breakfast (vendors start
All the usual activities are going fle tickets April 2
for the July 4th
arriving early). This will
be available to all until 10 on at the Center ... All the goings-on drawing. The first
a.m. We’ll have our usual are available in the monthly newslet- prize is four 1-day
bake sale, boutique, ter at the Center at 37330 Berkshire hopper passes to
Disneyland (a $620
Treasure House of pre- Drive, and at local businesses.
value). Isn’t that
owned goodies and garHappy April Fool’s Day.
terrific? Second
den sales, but this will be
prize is a guided
an amped up version.
fishing trip for two
There will be outside vendors offering a diverse range of items. Forgiven to three adults on Shaver Lake with Fish
Dog Rescue will be there with dogs available for Box Charters. This is donated by owner
adoption. Information booths will be there Steve Santoro and is a $375 value. Third
(health, educational, political). SEMCU will have prize is donated by Pizza Factory and is
free, low-flow shower heads and faucet aerators one free large pizza a month for a whole
available for 93636 zip code residents. There will year. Yummy. (Approximately $240
value.) Then, just for good measure, the
fourth prize is a 3-yard Rent-a-Bin donated
by Red Rock Environmental (a $175
value). Great for yard and garage cleanups.
Thank you to all our generous donors and
tickets will be available at the Center and
all Senior members, $1 a ticket or $5 for 6
tickets. What a deal.
The new 2016 membership roster is
available to all members at the Center. We
did our best to have it all correct, but if you
find a mistake let us know and we’ll let
members know what to change.
If you missed the Bunco blowout on
March 19, make sure to get in on it next
year. It was so much fun.
Birthday and anniversary lunch will be
held onApril 16 at the Spaghetti Factory on
wrought iron
Shaw in Fresno. Sign up at the Center to attend. I haven’t been there in a long time but
I have good memories. It is time to try it
again.
All the usual activities are going on at
the Center. A lot of people are keeping
themselves young by attending the exercise class M-W-F; a well-balanced lunch
every weekday (don’t forget to call in the
day before); P&P (potluck and poker) on
Thursday evening (each can be done exclusively and other games are played too).
All the goings-on are available in the
monthly newsletter at the Center at 37330
Berkshire Drive, and at local businesses.
Happy April Fool’s Day.
By Patti Groh

We do most repairs on most vehicles
We are your local NAPA AutoCare Center

Go Hawks!

Hwy. 99 at Barstow, just east of Island Water Park
M - F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • complete_car_care@hotmail.com

chain link

wood
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Ranchos resident since 1992

3/16

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators
security windows • security doors • barbed wire

www.The Ranchos.com
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Kiwanis Korner

Madera Ranchos: Here We Grow

Like it or not, the Ranchos area will soon
be growing by several hundred residents. The
infrastructure is complete and the first new
homes will rise in the next few weeks. The first
home foundation may be poured as soon as
next week or two according to Supervisor Brett
Frazier during a recent meeting with Madera
Ranchos Kiwanis. This is the new Riverstone
Village at Avenue 12 and Highway 41, where
6,600 homes are projected to be constructed
growing to perhaps 30,000 homes in 30 years.
In 30 years, The Ranchos, Rolling Hills,
Bonadelle and now
Rio Mesa areas will
likely grow larger together than the City of
Madera.
So fellow citizens, how would you
like your future city to
grow?We can band together to rally our resources and hopes and
turn
them
into
strengths and achievements, or we can become broken and
divisive or perhaps resentful of new growth. Either way, it is coming sooner than later; a new
community in the middle of our three existing
communities. A business park is already
planned on the heels of housing developments.
There are people who are invested in improving our communities constantly. They
would surely welcome your participation. We
can actively mold and shape our community
with pride and dignity, or we can be armchair
quarterbacks and grumble about how things
“should-a-been” done. You could occasionally
join others who are keenly interested and engagedinmakingourcommunitysomethingspecial.
In fact, you could join Kiwanis on May 1
from 3-7 p.m. at the Branch & Vine onAvenue
12, one mile east of the Ranchos.They are hosting “Taste of the Ranchos” with wine and beer
tasting, live music with the excellent “Ranchos
Cowboys”andsamplingsfromatleastfivelocal
food vendors and restaurants. These kinds of
events directly support our community, schools,
firemen, youth agencies like scouts, sports, Valley Teen Ranch, Valley Children’s Hospital and
literacy.Yoursupportassistsinapproximately30

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
3/16

“Kiwanis International is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the
world one child, one community at a time.”

different ways in which Kiwanis supports the
community. Tickets are being sold at the Pizza
Factory, Now & Again Gift Thrift & Gift Shop
or the Golden Valley Chamber office.Also, our
“Cross the River Run” will be held on April 10
at Woodward Park. Register online at the
Madera Ranchos Kiwanis website or register on
the day of the run. Advance registration is recommended. Stop by our booth at the Flatlanders
Parade on May 14 and grab a Pulled Pork BBQ
Sandwich. Stop in on Thursday evenings at the
Pizza Factory to meet your neighbors and share
your ideas to grow our community. We’ll even
buy your dinner if you stop by at 6:30 p.m. (except for the first Thursday which is our Board
meeting).
As our community grows, please grow
with us. As new issues
emerge we will need
your help to build
bridges and create a
place where we would
all want to live. Let’s
make this a place where
ourchildrenaresafeand
actively engaged. People are not the problem;
people are our greatest
asset. Perhaps we can
actively bring folks together,makethisaplace
of opportunity for all of
us who work hard for a
better life, support our
excellent schools and move forward together.
Wesincerelyhopetoseeyousoonatoneof
our community events. Help us even one or two
days a year and together we will use that time to
make a difference in someone’s life, to improve
the community, to make this a place that we all
are proud to call home.
Pizza Factory on Thursday evenings at
6:30 p.m. Call KIWANIS at 209-761-5968.

www.ranchoskiwanis.com
Officers
President: John Glueck
Vice President: John Addington
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Virginia Vick

Board Members
Ollia Ridge
MaryAnn Parks
Deb Farr
Marie Cameron
Beverly Delk
Mona Diaz
Perry Watkins
3/16

ByPerryWatkins

Click on “Local News” at
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• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete
Marty Owen The Concrete Guy
Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

No matter how hot it
is outside, you can
count on a reliable,
energy-efficient YORK®
air conditioner to keep
you cool and comfortable
inside. And you can
also count on it being
protected by one of the
strongest warranties in
the industry. It’s just
another way we install
confidence. Call or stop
by to learn more.

Done right by a
York® Certified
Comfort Expert™

Ask us about our

Affordable
Easy
Financing
Through GE Capital
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Quality
Installation

Locally owned and operated
36141 Avenue 12 #103, Madera, CA 93636
559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com
www.The Ranchos.com

said, "These two fuses have a much
higher heat signature that all the others."
That's how it happened.
By happenstance a new technology
was introduced into the automotive diagnostic world and you are among the first
to know. The fireman used a Forward
Tech as Close as Your Phone Looking Infrared Camera (FLIR) that he
uses to look behind walls to identify a
Hello 93636,
fire’s location and determine if there are
I am excited to tell you about a brand individuals trapped inside. The problem
new technology for the automotive diag- for us is his FLIR Camera has a hefty
nostics world. You may have this tech- price tag of about $10,000. With a little
nology in your pocket right now and research, Dean discovered the Samsung 6
don't even realize it. Although it's not a and the Samsung 6 GS cell phones alnew technology, the automotive diagnos- ready have a FLIR camera installed.
tic application is. I can barely wait to Some of the guys in class had these cell
demonstrate this technology to Liberty phones and uploaded the FLIR App at
High School students at the next Career break. Within a short time, we thought of
Fair Day. As recently as last fall this au- many potential automotive diagnostic
tomotive diagnostic technology was uses for this technology. Maybe we can
undiscovered. After reading this article use this technology to diagnosis a reyou will be equipped to perform some stricted radiator or AC condenser. Curmodern automotive
rently we use an
diagnostic tests that
infrared thermomemost shops are not
ter for this purpose.
During the course of Dean's On a properly funceven aware of. Let
diagnostic routine, the fireman tioning radiator or
me explain.
The modern au- said, "I have something that may AC condenser there
tomotive vehicle is help you." ... That's how it hap- should be a minithe most complex, pened.
mum 30 degree drop
complicated,
soin temperature bephisticated piece of
tween the inlet and
technology that you
outlet. Now I may
interact with on a daily basis. The vehi- be able to point a FLIR camera at these
cle’s electrical system is one of its most components and see the gradual transition
complex systems. Today, successful au- in color. I wonder if I can aim the FLIR
tomotive technicians spend many hours camera at a coolant thermostat housing
per year in training to equip themselves and determine if the engine overheating
for the task of diagnosing and repairing problem is a stuck closed thermostat? I'm
these modern marvels. Last month I at- also thinking the FLIR camera might be
tended another advanced electronics cir- useful for catalytic converter diagnostics.
cuit diagnostic class. Dean, my instructor, If a converter is efficiently oxidizing exis the lead diagnostic technician in his fa- haust emissions, the exit temperature will
ther’s automotive repair business in be greater.
southern California. His shop is very sucI'm certain it can be used to diagnocessful and employees 15 technicians. sis vehicle braking problems. If a vehicle
Because of the scope, quality and relia- drifts during braking, I can use the FLIR
bility of their work, many governmental image to see if one brake is preforming
agencies outsource work to him.
more work than the others. If a vehicle
As Dean tells the story, he was at- seems to be blowing through front brakes
tempting to diagnosis the infamous like a NASCAR stock car at Bristol,
dreaded parasitic load complaint when a maybe the brake master cylinder has
fireman entered the shop and began failed and the rear brakes are not being
watching. A parasitic load generally man- applied. The heat signature will tell. As
ifests itself as a dead battery in the morn- you can see, it's just physics and the diing. The customer usually says agnostic potential is endless. Hope this tip
something like, "I installed a new battery helps. At minimum it should be fun for
but I still have to jump start my vehicle you all to try.
every day." During the course of Dean's
Please contact me at complete_
diagnostic routine, the fireman said, "I car_care@hotmail.com. OK, happy hunthave something that may help you." ing and God Bless.
When he returned from his truck he
Warren Parr
pointed his technology at the power disSmog License #EO139887
tribution box that Dean was testing and
ARB #117319
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Tim Jones
Riverstone Development
Nathan Lee
CASA of Fresno & Madera Counties

Crab Feed “600” Sponsors

The 13th Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
Crab Feed was a huge success on March 4, and what really made the event possible was a group of special
sponsors:

Fernwood Gardens • SEMCU
Bedrock Engineering
Vulcan Materials • Liberty Groves
Pistoresi Ambulance
Riverstone Development
VDI Services
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Golden Valley Chamber

FLOAT TO SPECTATORS • IF YOU HAVE GIVEAWAYS YOU MUST WALK THE PARADE ROUTE •

New Members

2016 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday, May 14, 2016 • $10 Entry Fee

Group

Individual

Business

Group or Business Name
Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name
Phone:
Address:
Theme of Entry:
Will youngsters walk with the entry?
Approx. number of participants

Yes
No
Approx. length

ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry):
Horses (Single) Horses (Group) Explain:
Band/Music Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:
Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.
Parade route: Ave. 12 from Topper to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any
person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature:

Date:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 9 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN FROM YOUR

The 26th Annual Flatlanders Day Parade, sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, is
coming Saturday, May 14 beginning at 10 a.m. The annual event showcases local groups, businesses and individuals from the Ranchos and beyond. The parade
starts at 10 a.m. sharp and then there’s a food and crafts
fair at the Maywood Center sponsored by the Friends of
the Ranchos Library that will last into the afternoon.
Flatlanders Day is always celebrated on the second Saturday in May.
An entry form for the parade is found to the left of
this article and applications for booths at the food and
crafts fair are available at the Ranchos Library.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would
like to welcome the newest members to the
Madera Ranchos business family

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN BE THROWN FROM YOUR

FLOAT TO SPECTATORS • IF YOU HAVE GIVEAWAYS YOU MUST WALK THE PARADE ROUTE •

The 26th Annual
Flatlanders Day
is Almost Here!

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next
meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave.
12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on April 13 and help plan
the 26th Annual Flatlanders Day Parade. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on “Local News” at

3/16
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Want to reduce stress? Increase Energy?
Lose weight? Regain health?
NEW CLASSES ARE FORMING NOW!

• Yoga • Zumba • Core Conditioning
• Bodyweight Conditioning • Mobility • Boot Camp

Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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Teresa of La Limonada, Guatemala. She
ministers in the largest urban slum of Central America where a river of sewage runs
through the ravine. Seventy-thousand people live in this slum of Guatemala, one-mile
long and half-a-mile wide. Fifty percent of
the inhabitants are fifteen years and younger.
To dull the pain of malnutrition, physical abuse and sexual abuse the children are
sniffing glue by age eight. Ten gangs rule the
slum making it extremely dangerous to
travel through the ravine and cross gang
lines. Eight young children, nick-named
“The Brave Ones,” began crossing the lines
in a desperate attempt to receive the love, education, nutrition and health care provided at
Tita’s academy. Two of them were recently
shot and killed.
Tita’s academies serve as a beacon of
hope and an opportunity to break the systemic poverty. When Roth came to the Flipside family with Tita’s request to open a third
academy, the church responded by giving
generously. With the dollar going so much
further there, Flipside’s $50,000 gift renovated a building and is funding a program for
150 children for a year.
Teams of people, teens through adults,
make bi-annual trips from Flipside to both
Guatemala and Mexico bringing needed supplies and manual labor to support not only
Tita, but others working in needy areas.
When Lisa Casarez, Founder of Angels of
Grace Foster Family Agency, shared the desperate need for diapers and formula, Flipside

donated $10,000 along with handmade blankets to share with the babies and children
who are removed from drug houses and extremely violent home situations.
Flipside also recognizes local needs and
loves to reach out to the Ranchos community. In addition to the annual Harvest Party,
Easter Celebration, Liberty High Tailgate
and Vacation Bible School, there are other
ways that Flipside cares for the community.
The Butterball Project provides turkey dinners with all the trimmings for families who
might just need a little extra help at Thanksgiving. Through its ministry called Care
Connections, teams of men, women and
young people reach out to widows, the elderly and others in need, providing general
maintenance around the home and yard. The
Flipside food pantry is another way local
needs are met.
The six remaining “Brave Ones” now
have an academy in their neighborhood, but
there are still many who don’t. Pastor Roth
points out that when you shop at the Maywood Center, you are investing in much
more than a meal, a haircut, a six-pack, or a
tank of propane. You are investing in the
lives of those in need both locally and around
the world. The 2016 theme at Flipside is
“Limitless.”
“We believe that God is limitless in His
ability to show people His mercy and grace
and He does that primarily through His people in the world,” said Roth. He extends an
invitation to all those who don’t have a
church home to come and experience firsthand the Flipside family.

N
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Road 37

MAYWOOD cont. from P. 2

Cloverleaf

Golden Valley Baptist Church
Avenue 12

37167 Ave. 12 #4A • Madera Ranchos

One Week FREE Membership
with this coupon or mention this ad • expires 4/30/2016
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559-416-8531
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Easter Sunday Celebration
March 27 Schedule:
7 a.m. - “Sonrise” Service
(Free Pancake Breakfast)
9 a.m. - Bible Study (for ALL ages)
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
12414 Road 37 • Madera Ranchos • 645-1700
www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org

Click on “Local News” at
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You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

$43,758
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Priceless

Liberty High Sober Graduation 2016 will be at Flatlanders
Day on May 14 at the Maywood Center. If you’ve promised
to donate or to help, come by and see us so we can finalize any arrangements. To see how you can help, give Diana
or Stephanie a call.
3/16

call Diana Mendoza
at 559-355-6109
or Stephanie Workman
at 559-709-1477

www.The Ranchos.com

Three Ingredients for
an Organized Kitchen
Kudos to my son-in-law, Micah, and his
generation of guys who are not strangers to
the kitchen. As much as my granddaughters
love to make food in their play kitchen, they
will grow up expecting their husbands to
have culinary skills as well. On the other
hand, my husband and I are more of the generation that follows – he stays out of the
kitchen and I stay away from the barbeque.
One custom we’ve learned from our kids is
one cooks and the other cleans up. I like that.
However the culinary duties are divided
in your home, a well-organized kitchen is a
happier place to be. There are three key ingredients to creating this happier place, but
there’s lots of room for experimenting and
seasoning it to your own taste.
The first key ingredient is PURGE.
When kitchen drawers and cabinets are
crammed full, you’re less likely to find what
you need and more likely to go out and buy
it, even though it’s there somewhere. You’re
less likely to put things away, because there’s
no room, and more likely to eventually avoid
the kitchen all together.
Purge the gadgets and utensils that
haven’t been used since — well, ever. Purge
the plethora of coffee mugs and reduce to
what you actually need and use. Determine
how many left-over containers you would
need on a good cooking week, and donate the
rest. Purge the lidless containers, and containerless lids. If you replaced pots and pans,
but never let go of the old ones, do it now.
Same with mixing bowls, dishes, glassware,
thermal mugs, water bottles, etc.
Are there items you’ve been storing
“just in case” like your fondue set or punch
bowl? If you have plenty of space, it’s OK,
but if not, let it go and post on Facebook if
you need to borrow one. I’m sure there’s
someone out there who has saved everything. If your food processor hasn’t been
used since you made your own baby food,
maybe it’s time to pass it along. If your hand
mixer is preferred over your KitchenAid,
you can create more counter space by letting
that go too.
If, during the purge process, you come

across some items that are questionable,
place them in a box in the garage or high in a
closet. If during the next six months you go
there to get something out of the box, it’s
earned its keep. If not, let those things go too.
Cruise through your spices and check
for expired dates. Do the same with other dry
goods.Are there half-used boxes of cereal no
one has touched in months? Are there specialty items you purchased for a recipe that
you decided is too much work? Let the items
and the guilt go.
Now you’re ready to move on with ingredient two — setting up your zones. Think
about where you stand when you prepare
coffee, make lunches, put leftovers away,
bake cookies, prepare dinner, etc. Designate
zones for the items needed for these tasks
based on where they’re used and place like
things together.
The countertops should only store items
that are used daily or multiple times per
week. The most accessible cabinets and
drawers should be used for other items that
are frequently used. Place the rarely used
items in the high and low areas and in those
deep corner cabinets.
Ingredient three is using organizing
products that make your space more efficient. A three-tier cabinet organizer allows
you to have food cans and spices three deep
and still see what’s in the back. Turntables
also provide better access and are great for
the corners.Another handy “see what’s in the
back” product is a wire or wood sliding
drawer. They can be purchased and installed
into most cabinets and are especially helpful
for heavy items like pots and pans.
A cutlery and utensil drawer organizer
allows you to separate your measuring
spoons, spatulas, openers, etc. so you can
easily find what you need. Keep the utensils
used most often in a caddy near the stove.
Make good use of your vertical space by
hanging mugs and stemware. You can also
hang undershelf organizer baskets to fill the
gap. Pan, lid and tray racks all keep things
from having to be stacked so you can grab
one without lifting the whole pile.
Undercabinet organizers include K-cup
holders, cookbook and iPad holders, knife
block holders and more standard items like
can openers and coffee makers. These all
help keep your counters clear.
For more kitchen product ideas and
links you can visit the Resources page on my
website at www.OrganizedByChoice.com
/resources/. Bon appetite!
Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-8713314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www.
organizedbychoice.com.
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way you want, put them in the whites
and refrigerate until ready to serve. I
use a teaspoon to fill my whites, but a
pastry bag with a pretty tip would
make them more festive.
The Easter Ham
As far as the ham goes, I think
everyone has their favorite glaze –
and some people don’t like any – but
it is entirely whatever your family
prefers. We drain the juice from a
can of pineapple chunks into a bowl;
add enough brown sugar to make a
paste – not real thick – and a squirt
of mustard. When the ham is almost
done (about 30 minutes before it is
ready) take it out of the oven and
score the outside (not real deep) in
diamond shapes. With toothpicks put
the pineapple chunks on the ham and
spoon the juice mixture over that.
Put back in the oven until it is done.
When it comes to the potatoes
we really cheat here! We have found
that the boxed ones are good, and a
lot less trouble. With our gang, usually between 15 and 20, we usually
use 10 to 12 boxes. Can you imagine
peeling that many potatoes? You’d
feel like you were on KP duty in the
Army. We use about four disposable
aluminum baking pans, cooking two
pans at a time.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
woman jumped out of her chair and demanded to know why he was seen before her. Evidently she had been there
for an hour and hadn’t been called.
Then she said, and I wish I were joking, she could pretend not to be able
to breathe if that would get her seen
faster. The receptionist told her (more
calmly than I could have) that a man
who cannot breathe takes precedence
over non-urgent medical conditions.
Then psycho lady, who was providing
me with enough entertainment that I
wished I had some popcorn, wanted to
know who made such determinations.
Whose job was it to review the waiting patients and decide who is and
isn’t important. The nurse who had
just stepped into the waiting room
when the chick started ranting said,
without missing a beat, “The triage
nurse. The clinician who spent two
years in nursing school learning about
sickness and the human body. The one
who knows that a man not breathing is
more critical than a woman who has

The balance of the meal is simple, and just whatever your family
likes.
Like so many of our meals there
are always plenty of desserts. Usually a coconut cake, Adam brings his
always welcome pies, and I sometime make a pineapple upside down
cake. There will probably be a banana pudding (I can remember my
grandma always made one for
Thanksgiving dinner, but she made
real pudding, not the boxed ones we
use today).
I’m looking forward to more
recipes from the Ranchos’, Rolling
Hills’ or Bonnadelles’ good cooks.
Or how about kids? I’d love to do an
article on kids’ favorite foods – anything from hot dogs to s’mores.
An Easter Favorite
My favorite Easter Hymn is
Christ Arose! I get goose bumps when
the chorus is sung, “Up from the
grave he arose, with a mighty triumph
o’er His foes, He arose a Victor from
the dark domain, and He lives forever,
with His saints to reign. He arose! He
arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!”
Have a blessed Easter.
This article originally appeared in
the March 2011 issue of the Ranchos
Independent.
-- Editor

enough lung capacity to stand and
shout and make a spectacle of herself
in front of a room full of people.”
Crazy stood there with her mouth unhinged and I felt the urge to start a
slow clap. People like that drive me
insane, but knowing there are others
like me who are not willing to tolerate
this kind of behavior fills me with at
least a little bit of hope.

Free Tax Prep in Madera County
Free income tax return preparation
and electronic filing for both state and federal returns will be available again this
year for Madera Ranchos-area residents,
offered by the AARP Tax-Aide program.
Services are provided free of all costs and
charges. Tax returns are prepared by specially trained and certified volunteers. The
returns are prepared on site, and then electronically filed the same day.
Tax help is offered to persons of all
ages – you don’t have to be a senior citizen, or a member of AARP. Last year TaxAide prepared first tax returns for several
17- and 18-year-old students who had their
first jobs.
Tax-Aide Services for Ranchos residents are offered in the City of Madera at
711 Nebraska every Friday through April
12. Appointments are available there, and
also for two Mondays in the City of Chowchilla, by calling Sarah at 559-675-7039.

In the mountains, this year the program is moving from the Sierra Senior
Center, where it has always been hosted,
to the community room at the Oakhurst Library. Services will be available Tuesdays
through April 7, and some Saturday dates
will also be available to make the services
more accessible for families and working
adults. Appointments for all of these dates
and locations can be made by calling Brian
at 559-285-1494.
AARP Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest
free, volunteer-run tax assistance and
preparation service available to taxpayers
with low and moderate income, with special attention to those age 60 and older.
Over 33,000 AARP Tax-Aide volunteers,
trained in cooperation with the Internal
Revenue Service now help over 2 million
taxpayers file their federal, state and local
tax returns each year at nearly 7,000
AARP Tax-Aide sites nationwide.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
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AUNT JEAN cont. from P. 8

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis
Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion
Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Then I can help you!
Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

call 645-4948 or 430-7131
Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

3/16

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com

Click on “Local News” at
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cities. By allowing us to expand our
agricultural footprint, we give nature
the ability to take many dangerous particles out of our air, improve overall air
quality and address a problem that was
not of our making. All we ask is that
California government leaders and bureaucrats look at the realities of science
and let the people of Central California
receive the necessary quantity of water
that fosters an environment with
cleaner air that controls greenhouse
gases along with this air pollution.
I truly believe (and the recent scientific data supports) that with proper
water storage and distribution policies
that are driven by common sense instead of outdated environmental policies driven by politically motivated
interests, our farmers can do far more
to offset greenhouse gasses generated
by Bay Area and Los Angeles traffic
and industry than any High Speed Rail
project which is really nothing more
than a payback to political contributors
and is vehemently opposed here.
I like to say that farmers are the first
environmentalists and have more at stake
than those who merely voice a concern for
environmental issues. We know the earth,
the weather and the ways to protect and
sustain our food supply and rejuvenate our
environment which makes all of these
things possible. By providing my fellow
farmers with the water we need to grow
our crops, and our families with cleaner
air, we can make a difference for not only
a stronger economy for Californians now
but for our children's future to live in a
clean and sustainable environment.

teenagers.”
Describing the program at Valley Teen
Ranch, Clendenan said, “We are here to
help them with their choices and to try and
help them be successful adults.” She said
VTR had been in operation for 29 years
during which time over 1,200 young men
had been admitted to their program. “We
call ourselves ‘Hope Dealers.’ Our motto is,
‘Building Young Lives.’” She also said,
“Our oldest graduates are in their 40’s now,
and we still hear from many of them. Social media and Facebook help keep us in
touch. It’s all about relationships,” she said.
Clendenan, who has been with VTR
for 28 of its 29 years, said in all 58 counties in California, boys who are under 18
and have committed what are called “Juvenile Offenses” are sent to Juvenile Hall. A
judge then determines the consequence for
each individual and they may order that the
boy or girl be sent to a group home. VTR is
considered for boys in about 28 counties,
with priority over the San Joaquin Valley.
Valley Teen Ranch has 75 people on
staff who care for up to 32 boys at the group
homes. VTR works with over 100 children
and youth every day in all of their programs.
The boys who ran away will be returning
to lock down at the Juvenile Hall in the county
they’re from, not Madera, and not to VTR.
Salon owner, Alvarez, who suggested
the whole community should be alerted when
boys at VTR run away, said for the three
years she cut their hair she only met one who
wasn’t polite and helpful. “They would offer
to sweep up and they would answer, ‘Yes,
ma’am,’ and ‘no, ma’am,’” she said.
Regarding the incident with Aguirre,
Clendenan said, “VTR residents have never
had an incident like this in our neighborhood before. We’re deeply sorry this happened.”

Johnny Tacherra
Burrel, California
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The Bookshelf

Here Comes National Library Week
country to join in and channel their inner
bard. Poem in Your Pocket Day 2016 will
The Ranchos Library loves this rain be held on April 21.
We have been working very hard on
we have been getting. It makes for perfect
reading weather. What better way to spend putting together our Summer Reading Protime indoors than with a good book? You gram. We are still searching for sponsors to
can create an exciting story time at home help us with our performances, weekly
with the little ones, spend time in a land of giveaways and our grand prizes. In the
mystical creatures or delve into a thrilling coming months we will have our posted list
of activities available.
criminal
mystery.
The 26th Annual
Rainy days and books
The Madera Ranchos Library
Flatlander’s Day is
go hand in hand.
37167 Ave. 12
quickly approaching.
There are a couple
645-1214
Preparations are well
of reasons to celebrate
Sunday and Monday Closed
underway and the lireading and the RanTuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
brary is filled with exchos Library during the
Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
citement. Craft Fair
month of April. NaFriday and Saturday
Vendor applications are
tional Library Week
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
still available. If you
will be observed April
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org
are interested in being a
10 through April 16. It
vendor, please contact
is a time to celebrate
the contributions of our nation's libraries the library. Vendor booth applications will
and librarians and to promote library use be sent via email and there are some printed
and support. All types of libraries – school, packets available for pick up in the library
public, academic and special – participate. during regular operating hours. Remember
April is also National Poetry Month. Every that vendors are assigned spaces on a first
April, on Poem in Your Pocket Day, people come, first served basis. Craft Booths are
celebrate by selecting a poem, carrying it $40 and Food Booths are $60. Payment is
with them and sharing it with others required at the time the application is subthroughout the day at schools, bookstores, mitted. Madera County Environmental
libraries, parks, workplaces and on Twitter Health procedures will be strictly enforced
using the hashtag #pocketpoem. Poem in for all food vendors.
The Flatlander’s Craft Fair is schedYour Pocket Day was originally initiated in
2002 by the Office of the Mayor, in part- uled for Saturday, May 14 in the Maywood
nership with the New York City Depart- Shopping Center. If you are interested in
ments of Cultural Affairs and Education, as being a vendor, please contact the library
part of the city’s National Poetry Month at 559-645-1214. Parade applications are
celebration. In 2008, the Academy of provided by the Chamber of Commerce
American Poets made the initiative na- but are also available for pick up in the
tional, encouraging individuals across the Ranchos Library.
By Amanda Judd
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Classified
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 45 years experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-6454583.

Bees
Beehives - If you have a beehive on your
property, call George at 645-0137 or
240-4511.

Child Care
Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-9704476.

For Sale
Firewood - Seasoned Almond firewood. Round or
split.
Call
259-7122
or
645-5523.

Gutter Services
The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain

gutters. General Contractor - Repair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

community organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

ways, trenching, concrete work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Housecleaning
Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Interior Decorating
Interior Designs & Decorating specializes in interior decorating, design, wallpapering, interior painting
and more. With over 10 years of experience, we serve all of the Ranchos
and can help beautify your home.
Call Fermin Barboza at 559-4166336.

Painting Services
Painting Services - 40 years of
experience.
Licensed.
Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Lic. #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.
TractorWork - House Pads, lot leveling, drive-

Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates. Ask about
our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

TO ADVERTISE
in the Ranchos Independent
CALL 645-0634
The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap.

CALL 645-0634

SUDOKU
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Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Nancy Watson

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.davidparker.info

645-5000

Property Management we can rent your home:

www.nancywatson.net

www.parker-properties.info
A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
3/16
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

3/16

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
3/16

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
3/16

Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890
DRE #00329063

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Ranchos Real Estate News
The Ranchos Real Estate Market is
Dynamic. In fact, we are one of the
hottest markets in the area.

BRE Lic. #01454566

Well priced homes are quickly receiving offers, often
multiple offers, many for full asking price or more.
To get a free list of these neighborhood sales and to get
information on how they affect the value of your property

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212

maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

Call Toll-Free Hotline: 1-866-260-6917 ID#1041
This is A Recorded Message. No need to talk to anyone
Or

To Find The Value of Your House
3/16

Get a Free, Quick Online Home Evaluation, just visit:

www.ranchoshomevalues.com
This information is provided by Tom Thayer, Broker; Real Estate
Professionals. DRE Lic#01105315. This is not a solicitation of active listings

the Ranchos Independent
3/16

Say you saw it in
www.The Ranchos.com

3/16

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here
to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

Posadas
Cleaning
Marina Posadas

559-481-0958

En Español 559-536-8018

Open
Availability

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

License #3003592

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

sin
1970ce

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

822-4500

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

LIC. #273099

HIGH QUALITY
Notary in the GATE
SYSTEMS
Ranchos!

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-454-8060

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

“On the corner
of Spruce and
Herndon.”

559-548-0000

s
Rancheont
Resid

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Get Involved!

repair

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?
5310 W. Spruce
Ave., Fresno

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

J.H. Sanders
Sales & Leasing

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

FRANK KRAMER

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

JEAN BRINER

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Click on “Local News” at
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Regarding your upcoming challenges, the Aries Lamb should very
quickly size things up and allow you to make the best possible use of whatever resources you have on
hand. Good luck.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You rarely blame others for missteps that worked against you but this
time you need to lay out all the facts and insist that everyone acknowledge their mistakes. Then start again.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You might want to start making vacation plans. And don't be surprised
by unexpected family demands. Maintain control. Be open to suggestions, but don't get bogged down
by them.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Work with both your Moon Child and Crab aspects this week to keep
both your creative and your practical sides balanced. Your intuition sharpens, giving you greater insight
by the middle of the week.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) The Big Cat finally should have all the information needed to move on with
a project. If not, maybe you'll want to give everything a new and more thorough check before trying
to move on.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Too much emotional pain caused by someone
you can't win over as a friend? Then stop trying to do so. You have other things you need to work on
this week. Go to it, and good luck.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) It's a good time to reassess where and how your
strengths can help you build, and where your weaknesses can hinder you. Remember to build on your
strongest foundation.
3/16

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) That personal matter that seemed so hard to deal with should
be less confusing now. Let things happen easily, without the risk of creating even more puzzlement.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Change continues to be a strong factor in
many important areas. Keep on top of them, and you won't have to worry about losing control. A
personal situation takes on a new look.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A business offer sounds intriguing but if you don't
check it out thoroughly, you could have problems. Take a set of questions to your next meeting.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Your self-confidence should be coming back. That's
good news. But it might be a bit over the top right now, so best to let it settle down before you start
making expensive decisions.

Born this Week

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your life, your decisions. Good enough. But be sure you have
all the facts you need to put into the decision-maker mixing bowl and hope it will come out as it should.

You find much of your creativity with new people
who give you much to think about.
(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers
1. More than 1,700
2. Cabbage and mashed potatoes
3. Earth
4. Margaret Thatcher
5. Dermatoglyphics
6. Western Pacific Ocean
7. The middle ear
8. 293
9. Joseph Campbell
10. Red

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. LITERATURE: How many words is
Shakespeare credited with inventing?
2. FOOD & DRINK: What is the Irish dish
called colcannon made of?
3. ASTRONOMY: What is the third planet
from the Sun in our solar system?
4. HISTORY: Who was Britain's first
female prime minister?
5. SCIENCE: What is the scientific study
of fingerprints called?
6. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the country of
Palau located?
7. ANATOMY: Where are the three smallest
bones in the human body found?
8. MATH: How many different ways can
you make change for a dollar?
9. QUOTATIONS: What 20th-century
mythologist made the observation, "We
must be willing to let go of the life we
planned so as to have the life that is
waiting for us"?
10. FLAGS: What color is the maple leaf
on Canada's flag?

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword
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