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By Lois Henry

So, a pile of water banked in Kern
County is being used to support a mas-
sive urban development in Madera
County.

Before you try and wrap your head
around how that's geographically pos-
sible, there's the whole question of
whether the banked water (and other
water slated for the project) even can
be used for that purpose. Then let's tack
on whether it's cool that public re-
sources are being used throughout this
deal to basically benefit private busi-
nesses. I swear when I started this I just
wondered how the water would "move"
up to Madera.

Why can't anything ever be sim-
ple?

Let's start in Madera County.
A 2,000-acre development called

Gateway Village was proposed way
back in the 1990s by Castle & Cooke
as a "master planned" community of
more than 6,500 homes with parks,
commercial space, etc., in the southeast
corner of the county just north of Chil-
dren's Hospital Central California
along Highway 41. The taps and toilets
for all that urbanization will require
more than 6,300 acre-feet of water a
year, according to Gateway's environ-
mental documents. (Imagine 6,300
football fields each covered with a foot
of water – it's a lot).

Of course, the question is where
will that water come from?

The development is in the Root
Creek Water District, formed a little be-
fore Gateway Village was first pro-
posed. It covers about 9,200 acres and
is home to citrus and grape farming.
Root Creek's groundwater is severely
overdrafted and the district has no
other surface supplies. The district is
not a contractor within the federal Cen-
tral Valley Project (CVP), which moves
water through the Friant-Kern Canal
from Millerton Lake north of Fresno to
the Arvin-Edison Water District in
Kern County.

Gateway developers came up with
a plan under which Root Creek would

Please see WATER on P. 21

By Karen Petryna

The mysterious removal of hundreds of olive trees at the in-
tersection of Avenue 12 and Highway 41 is a mystery no more:
Gateway Village Development, LLC has begun preparing for
house construction there in earnest. A master planned community
including 6,578
residential units
divided into five
villages and a
park is on its
way.

Most Ran-
chos residents
became aware of
the project in the
90s when Castle
& Cooke took
the reins and
began the
process of get-
ting government
approval for the
development, but
the 2,100-acre
project began in
1960 when
Apache Oil
bought the land
with plans to put
in houses by
1980. In the in-
terim, orchards
of pistachios and
oranges were planted. In 1990, Apache sold the property to Dole
Food Company which utilized its real estate division, Castle &
Cooke, to further the project. Castle & Cooke sold the property in
2010 and Gateway Village Development, LLC was created to
bring the project to fruition. Timothy Jones, a Fresno-based at-

torney, is a member of Gateway Village Development, LLC and
is also Director of the Root Creek Water District. He agreed to
speak with the Ranchos Independent about Gateway Village and
what the LLC’s goals are.

Project Description
Jones said that ultimately 6,578 residential units in this mas-

ter planned com-
munity will be
divided into five
villages complete
with a park. After
the backbone in-
frastructure of
roads and utili-
ties are installed,
Village A, lo-
cated near the
southwest corner
of Avenue 12 and
Highway 41, will
be the first to be
developed. Vil-
lage A will in-
clude 858 single
family dwellings
and a new ele-
mentary school
for the Golden
Valley Unified
School District.
Between Busi-
ness 41 and
Highway 41, 48
acres of com-

mercial property will be developed after the houses begin to go in.
Five of the 48 acres of the commercial area is reserved for a new
Avenue 12 – Highway 41 interchange, Jones said, and acknowl-

The groundbreaking taking place at Avenue 12 and Highway 41 is just the beginning of a full-fledged
development that will bring five “villages” comprised of over 6,500 new homes.

Please see GATEWAY on P. 11

Lance Wesley Dondero, 36, of Mariposa
spent the weekend behind bars – caught harassing
a 13-year-old Girl Scout outside a grocery store
in Oakhurst.

Deputies were dispatched to a shopping cen-
ter off of Highway 49 Friday night, March 14,
with reports of an intoxicated subject harassing
customers, including a young girl trying to sell
Girl Scout Cookies.

According to reports, Dondero, who appeared
drunk, approached the girl at around 5:30 p.m.,
asking her what she was doing. He then walked
into the store and exited carrying “some type of
alcoholic beverage.” Roughly an hour and half
later he returned, chasing a woman into the gro-

cery store. She alerted store personnel who in turn
notified the Sheriff’s Office.

When Deputies arrived, Dondero was back
at the Girl Scout’s booth where he reportedly put
his arm around the young girl and started spew-
ing profanities. He was swiftly taken into cus-
tody. As soon as Dondero was placed in the
patrol car he started screaming and kicking the
back window. During the drive down the moun-
tain, he spat on the patrol car’s Plexiglas parti-
tion, threatened to kill the deputy and relieved
himself while still seated in the back of the vehi-
cle. Dondero was eventually booked into Madera
County Department of Corrections for Drunk and
Disorderly Conduct.

Mariposa Man Arrested After Harassing Girl Scout

Drunkenly grabbing more than
cookies got Lance Dondero arrested.
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It’s time that we had a
Supervisor from the Ran-
chos/Rolling Hills area.

Hi, my name is Gary
Johns. I’ve lived in the Ran-
chos for 28 years. Our area
makes up the vast majority
of this district, yet we
haven’t had a Supervisor
from our area in over 20

years. I feel it’s really im-
portant that the person who
represents us knows the
area’s problems first hand.
Case in point, recently, my
well went dry. The stress my
family and I went through
can’t truly be understood
without going through it
yourself. With this in mind

and the fact that I served on
the Planning Commission
for four years and General
Plan Committee for five, I
decided to run for County
Supervisor. Now my wife
makes fun of me by calling
me a politician, but it will
be worth it if we finally get
our fair share of representa-

tion.
Water, public safety and

roads will be my top priori-
ties. The lack of adequate
surface water storage and
ground water recharge are
major threats to our way of
life. As for public safety, I

Please see JOHNS on P. 18

Gary Johns in the Running for District 1 Supervisor

OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!3/14

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com
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3VFeed.com•facebook.com/3VFeed•3VFeed.com•facebook.com/3VFeed•3VFeed.com

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store! all prices exp. 4/30/14
except where noted and
are subject to change

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa, Orchard Grass,
Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Current Hay Prices per Bale

Alfalfa ...................................................................
Orchard Grass .......................................................
Timothy Hay...........................................................
Oat Hay (Heavy bale; Oregon) .........................................
Forage Hay (Heavy bale; Oregon) ..................................
Wheat Hay ...........................................................
Cattle Oat Hay/Forage .........................................
Rice Straw ............................................................
Wheat Straw .........................................................

$16.99 (and up)
$20.99
$19.99
$18.99
$17.99
$13.99 (and up)
$11.99
$8.49
$7.49

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

2% CASH BACK
3V FEED

Rewards
Card

with youron ALL p
urcha

ses

ask us how $19.99
Laying Pellets

80 LB. BAG

50 LB Bag

HEN SCRATCHALL Non-Climb
HORSE FENCE

Ivermectin
Horse De-Wormer
BUY 2, GET 1

FREE

Summer Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

10% OFF
Madera Ranchos

We are YOUR Store!

$9.75
We Sell ALL Animals

ALL Sizes

DON’T FORGET
Advance book your

chicks and remember:
We Sell Hens Separate!
THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS ONLY : 1 Lb. of FREE

Chick Starter with EACH Chick Purchase

4-H & FFA Kids!

SHOW
FEED

Take 1
0%

EXTRA
OFF

It’s CHICK Season
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2014. Delivery must be by August 31, 2014.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366

3/
14

MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES
FRAPPES • CAPPUCCINOS • ESPRESSO
ICED COFFEE • DREYERS ICE CREAM

DONUTS • OATMEAL • BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE 10%
OFF!3/

14

• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

ALL prepared drinks
(expires 4-30-14)

The Bookshelf

By Kalani Torres

Two follow up things to start this arti-
cle off. We are officially off and running
with the Flatlanders Craft Fair and Parade.
Oh boy, here we go. You can pick up ap-
plications at the library for all your vendor
booths or we can send them to you via
email. Just give us a call. This is a great
community event and we can’t wait to see
you out there. This year’s going to be awe-
some. We still are asking anyone with a
pop up tent to consider donating it to the
library for the day. We need tents for our
annual book sale. The pop up tents would
allow everyone to browse in comfort. For
all you need to know about Flatlanders
give us a call at 645-1214.

Moving on.
So the other day I was thinking how

almost every movie these days is based on
a book. I guarantee you at least 50 percent
of movies that are out today were books
first. Now, I love movies. Comedies, dra-
mas, chick flicks, action adventure, tear
jerkers, cheesy, family, kids and even mu-
sicals. I love them all – BUT the book is
always better. Now I know they have to cut
out things because every movie cannot be
five days long, but in a book you get more
story, more emotion, you get more funny,
you get more drama, you get more of what
the author was trying to express when they
wrote the book. Books open in your mind.
They make you think. They take you
places. They let your brain work and
breathe. You can get lost in a book.

When I was in junior high I read Holes
by Louis Sachar. A year later they came out
with a movie based on the book. And al-
though I love that movie – I mean it has a
young Shia Labeouf – I was sad that some
of the things from the book were not in the
movie. Things that help capture who the
characters were, where the story happened.

I have been reading since I can re-
member. It started with my parents reading

to me when I couldn’t even talk. My love
for reading is one of my oldest memories.
Books are one of my oldest friends. Read-
ing new books takes me to new and differ-
ent places. Rereading a book takes me back
to the first time I read it – didn’t know
books were a time machine, did you?

Life gets sticky, but books have the
ability to take you somewhere you want to
be. Even if it’s just for 233 pages, you get
to escape from whatever is happening.
Sometimes the simplest things are the best
things. I encourage you to see if your fa-
vorite movie is a book. And I then chal-
lenge you to check out the book and see
which is better. Not that life is a competi-
tion, but if it was the books would win …
every time! Here are some movies that I
love that were books first:

Lord of the Rings Trilogy by J.R.R.
Tolkien 

Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowling
Holes by Louis Sachar 
Austenland by Shannon Hale 
The Help by Kathryn Stockett 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
The Princess Diaries by Meg Cabot 
Mary Poppins by P.L. Travers
The Fault in our Stars by John Green 

“The more that you read, the more
things you will know. The more that you
learn the more places you will go.”

– Dr. Seuss

Books: What Movies Wished to Be

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12

645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed

Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org
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By Randy Bailey

Somewhere along the way, that period
right before elections came to be known as
that “silly season.” It started out as an Eng-
lish expression for the period of time in-
between when parliament was in session
and news tended to be a little “lighter,” or
“sillier” as they like to call it over there. In
modern America it has different meanings
for different times of the year, but tends to
almost universally mean that time before
elections when candidates out vying for
votes will tend to say just about anything to
just about anyone to try to get elected.

Silly, huh?
The Madera Ranchos, by virtue of

being firmly planted in District 1, is poised
for its own silly season, if for no other rea-
son than by the sheer number of candidates
trying for our Supervisor’s spot. Throw
into that mix a nearly equal number of peo-
ple who want to be our next Sheriff and
you have enough players to field a football
team.

As of March 12, those who have taken
out papers to run for Supervisor for District
1 and appear on the Madera County Con-
test/Candidate Proof List for the June 3 pri-
mary include Ray Krause, Brett Frazier,
Gary Johns, Rochelle Noblett and Mona
Diaz. To that you can add in the candidates
running for Sheriff: Jay Varney, Michael
Salvador, Dennis Fairbanks, Michael
Kime, Greg Noll and Frank Gauthier.

So what’s so silly about that? What’s

the big deal?
The deal is that it puts an awful lot of

pressure on us, the voters. When the
choices are clear cut, like say between a
Jimmy Carter and a Ronald Reagan, you
pretty much know what you’ve got going
in. As the election process proceeds, can-
didates use their time in front of the voters
to refine their message and reinforce what
it is we already know about them. Believe
me, the middle of a campaign is NOT the
place to have an earth-shattering revelation
about a candidate suddenly appear. That’s
usually a deal killer.

What we have here in the Ranchos is
11 people we know precious little about.
Some have been Madera County Planning
Commissioners -- how many Planning
Commission meetings have you been to?
Some have been School Board Trustees --
I’ve been to School Board meetings and
seen the crowd in attendance. From what
I’ve seen that means about 12 of you know
what they do and who they are. Others
have been active in local Madera politics -
- have YOU been active in local Madera
politics? Could you pick any of these peo-
ple out of a lineup? As far as the Sheriff
candidates go, they’ve all been peace offi-
cers somewhere. Does that help?

I have written before that election day
when you walk into the voting booth is
NOT the time to decide on a candidate. I
have said it before and I’ll say it again: If
your criteria for who to vote for is based
on whomever’s name appears first on the

That Silly Season

“ The lessonwe
should have

learned
from

Vietnam is
that never
again will
Americans
be asked to

fight and
die unless
they are

permitted to
win.”

Editorial

ballot, please stay home. There are those
out there who believe that the act of voting
is all that matters; that somehow walking
into your voting precinct on June 3 and
flipping a coin on each race advances
democracy.

It doesn’t.
If you’re going to vote, you have a re-

sponsibility to know what you’re voting
about and who you’re voting for. You need
to research the candidates. You need to find
out what THEY think about the things that
YOU think about. I promise you, if you
think water is your number one concern
and is the number one concern for your
neighbors and community as well and you
vote for a candidate whose number one
concern is High Speed Rail, you may be in
for a letdown.

Two candidates’ nights are coming up
in April. Supervisors on April 7 and Sher-
iffs on April 14. Both at Ranchos Middle
School and both beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Will you be there?
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I’m really not a fan of moving. Then
again, who is? The whole process is a big
old pain in my backside. The act of actu-
ally looking for a new apartment that fits
within your budget in a neighborhood that
doesn’t make you wish the bars on your
windows had bars is enough to make even
the sanest of people consider living in
their car. And that’s not even the hardest
part.

Once you find something you think
you can live with, now you have to go
through the overly complicated process of
applying for the unit. There’s the applica-
tion, the background check, the credit
check, drug screen, MRI, blood oath and
the pledging of your first born child. All
to rent a 900 square foot box with paper-
thin walls. Once they accept your appli-
cation comes the tidal wave of fees,
security deposits, utility deposits, key de-
posits (my personal favorite) and let’s not
forget the dreaded first and last month’s
rent. And none of this even includes the
heart and wallet-
ache that is the ac-
tual process of
moving. I know, I
know, it’s all part
of the whole being
an adult package.
I’m petitioning my
parents to return to
childhood as we
speak – I’ll let you
know how that
goes.

Having just re-
cently moved into a new apartment, this
whole experience is a fresh and oozing
wound for me. I’m still irritated and my
bank account is still recovering. But what
made my entire experience worse, if that’s
even possible, was learning about the var-
ious “low income” complexes that existed
with luxuries and amenities that some
middle class families I know couldn’t af-
ford. I first stumbled into one such com-
plex that was freshly painted and the
grounds were sprawling and beautiful. It
had multiple heated pools, hot tubs, a fit-
ness center complete with a steam room
and a sauna, picnic areas and a basketball
court. I should have known something
was up as I toured the property because
the monthly rent didn’t seem to match
what it had to offer.

It wasn’t until the leasing agent and I
made it back to the office that I discov-
ered the reason for the discrepancy in the
amenities versus the rent. As I sat there,
filling out the application, she continued
to talk up the property. No need, ma’am.

You had me at hot tub. I was mentally re-
arranging the furniture in my new apart-
ment when the words “income cap”
floated into my brain and disturbed my
interior decorating extravaganza. Excuse
me? Income cap? As in, I can’t make
more than a certain amount? I was hop-
ing she was either really new at her job or
just really stupid and meant minimum re-
quirement. Nope. She meant cap. And it
was a pretty low cap, too, which made me
wonder how anyone making that money

could afford the
rent they were
charging. It wasn’t
that cheap. Never-
theless, I don’t
know what both-
ered me more, that
she waited until I
had given her more
than an hour of my
time to drop this
bomb on me, or
that a fully loaded
complex was subsi-

dized by my tax dollars.
Now, before someone jumps all over

me, my issue is not with the existence of
low income housing. My issue is that
government money goes to subsidize
these properties and wouldn’t the money
be put to better use building more units
or lowering rent rather than heating pools
and hot tubs and saunas? Or, couldn’t that
money be funneled back to the taxpay-
ers? A roof, walls, safety, security – I can
get behind that for people who need a lit-
tle assistance and aren’t making a living
of milking the system. But why are we
adding in luxuries that people who are
NOT on government assistance can’t af-
ford? I probably should have known bet-
ter than to think such great amenities
were available in my price range, but it
really chaps my hide that we are throw-
ing money at a property management
company to ensure the lower income pop-
ulation gets affordable housing and they

Making Less Gets You More?

My issue is that government
money goes to subsidize these prop-
erties and wouldn’t the money be put
to better use building more units or
lowering rent rather than heating
pools and hot tubs and saunas? Or,
couldn’t that money be funneled
back to the taxpayers?

Please see GEN WHY on P. 13
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A f e w m o n t h s a g o I w a s
r e a d i n g a n a r t i c l e o n t h e i n t e r -
n e t t h a t t o l d w h a t e a c h o f o u r
4 4 p r e s i d e n t s l i k e d t o e a t . I t
w a s v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g a n d I
t h o u g h t I m i g h t j u s t d o a c o l -
u m n o n i t i n a f u t u r e i s s u e o f
t h e R a n c h o s I n d e p e n d e n t . A s
o u r l o c a l p o l i t i c a l c a m p a i g n b e -
c o m e s m o r e a c t i v e o u t h e r e , I

r e m e m b e r e d t h a t a r t i c l e a n d
t h o u g h t i t w o u l d b e f u n t o s e e
w h a t t h e c a n d i d a t e s ’ f a m i l i e s
l i k e t o e a t . A n i n v i t a t i o n w a s
e x t e n d e d t o e a c h c a n d i d a t e , a s k -
i n g e a c h o f t h e m t o s e n d t h e i r
f a v o r i t e r e c i p e t o b e i n c l u d e d i n
a n i s s u e o f t h e p a p e r b e f o r e t h e
e l e c t i o n . W h e n I s h o w e d R a n d y
t h e f i r s t f o u r r e c i p e s I r e c e i v e d ,
h e l a u g h e d a n d s a i d , “ T h i s i s
p e r f e c t . Yo u h a v e a t h r e e c o u r s e
m e a l , w i t h c o o k i e s f o r a s n a c k
l a t e r. ”

H e r e a r e t h e r e c i p e s I r e -
c e i v e d , n o t n e c e s s a r i l y i n t h e
o r d e r I r e c e i v e d t h e m , b u t i n t h e
o r d e r o f o u r “ m e a l . ” A n d r e -
m e m b e r : t h e s e m a y n o t b e t h e
w a y Y O U p r e p a r e s i m i l a r f o o d ,
b u t i t ’s t h e w a y t h e s e c a n d i d a t e s
s a i d t h e y l i k e t h e m . E n j o y !

Vote for ... FOUR!

by Jean Briner

3/14

G a r y J o h n s , c a n d i d a t e f o r
Superv i sor in Dis tr i c t 1 , s en t a
r e c i p e f o r o u r f i r s t c o u r s e – m y
abso lu te favor i t e type of soup :

Gary’s Monterey Chowder
2-6 ½ oz . cans chopped c lams
1 smal l minced on ion
4 s l i ces bacon , d iced
2-3 po ta toes cubed
¾ cube bu t t e r
1 -2 t sp . thyme
1-2 bay leaves
1 ½ C heavy cream
1 ½ C whole mi lk
1 -3 T suga r
1 sma l l ga r l i c c love , minced
¼ C pars l ey, chopped
½ - ¾ cup f lou r
1 to 2 shakes ho t sauce
Sa l t and b lack pepper to t a s t e
C o o k b a c o n a n d o n i o n i n

sma l l amoun t o f o i l un t i l on ions
t u r n s l i g h t l y t r a n s p a r e n t . A d d
c l a m s , c r e a m , m i l k , p o t a t o e s ,
bu t t e r, t hyme , bay leaves , ga r l i c ,
s u g a r, s a l t , p e p p e r t o t a s t e a n d
cook fo r 20 to 30 minu te s . Then
a d d p a r s l e y, h o t s a u c e a n d f l o u r
to ge t soup to des i r ed th i ckness .
C o o k a n o t h e r 1 0 m i n u t e s a n d

s e r v e w i t h s o u r d o u g h b r e a d o r
o y s t e r c r a c k e r s . S o m e i n g r e d i -
en t s have op t iona l amount so you
can make to your own tas t e .

O u r m a i n c o u r s e i s f r o m
D u s t y G a u t h i e r, w i f e o f F r a n k
Gauthier, candidate for Madera
County Sher i f f . I can remember
my mom f ix ing a d i sh s imi l a r to
t h i s . D u s t y s a i d i n h e r n o t e t h a t
F r a n k g r e w u p o n t h i s . T h e
r e c i p e c a m e f r o m b o t h o f h i s
g randmothe r s .

Granny’s Goulash
1 ½ Lbs . Hamburge r
1 on ion
1 t sp . sa l t
1 t sp . peppe r
1 t sp . ga r l i c sa l t
1 t sp . ch i l i powder
1 t sp . season ing sa l t
2 cans tomato sauce
2 cans tomato pas t e
1 can k idney beans
1 can ke rne l co rn
2 cups sma l l e lbow nood les
C o o k h a m b u rg e r m e a t a n d

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Today’s
-- Poli t ical Menu --

Gary Johns - Gary’s Mon-
terey Chowder

Frank Gauthier - Granny’s
Goulash

Jay Varney - Southern Chess
Pie

Greg Noll - Rocky Mountain
Chocolate Chip Cookies
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Self-Help Legal Document Assistant
•

3/14

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/14

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36½ • Madera, CA • 93636

•

HappyEaster

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

on ion un t i l b rowned . Add sp i ce s ,
t o m a t o s a u c e a n d t o m a t o p a s t e .
Dra in k idney beans and corn . Add
to the mea t and sauce mix tu r e . I n
s e p a r a t e p o t b o i l n o o d l e s p e r
p a c k a g e d i r e c t i o n s . W h e n
c o o k e d , d r a i n a n d m i x w i t h t h e
m e a t m i x t u r e . P u t i n a 9 x 1 3
bak ing d i sh . Spr ink le wi th cheese
a n d b a k e i n a 3 5 0 o v e n u n t i l
chee se i s me l t ed .

W h e n I r e a d o u r d e s s e r t
r e c i p e , a p i e r e c i p e f r o m J a y
Va r n e y, a l s o a c a n d i d a t e f o r
Madera County Sher i f f , i t r ea l ly
b r o u g h t b a c k t h e m e m o r i e s .
W h e n m y s i s t e r ( R a n d y ’s M o m )
was go ing wi th Randy ’s Dad , ou r
f a m i l i e s ( t h e B r i n e r s a n d B a i -
l e y s ) w o u l d g e t t o g e t h e r f o r p o t
l u c k d i n n e r s o n S u n d a y s a f t e r
c h u r c h a n d o n T h a n k s g i v i n g . O n
Thanksg iv ing the re wou ld a lways
be a ches s p i e s ince tha t was Mr.
B a i l e y ’s ( R a n d y ’s g r a n d f a t h e r )
f a v o r i t e p i e . J a y w r i t e s t h a t t h i s
r e c i p e c o m e s f r o m o n e o f A m y ’s
c o w o r k e r s w h i l e t h e y w e r e i n
Da l l a s and they have been en joy -
ing i t f o r t he pas t 30 yea r s .

Sou thern Chess P ie
3 who le eggs
1 T co rn mea l
2 T f lou r
½ t sp . van i l l a
½ t sp . l emon f l avo r
3 T ju i ce o f f r e sh l emon
1 ¼ C suga r
½ C bu t t e rmi lk
1 s t i ck me l t ed bu t t e r
1 deep d i sh p i e she l l
B e a t e g g s a b o u t 2 m i n u t e s .

T h e n a d d r e m a i n i n g i n g r e d i e n t s ,

m i x i n g w e l l . P o u r i n t o a n u n -
b a k e d d e e p - d i s h p i e s h e l l . B a k e
@ 350 fo r app rox . 30 -40 minu t e s
un t i l s e t .

I unde r s t and Jay a l so makes a
mean ba t ch o f fudge .

O u r s n a c k f o r l a t e r c o m e s
f r o m G re g N o l l , o u r t h i r d c a n -
d i d a t e f o r S h e r i f f . W h o d o e s n ’ t
l i ke choco l a t e ch ip cook i e s?

R o c k y M o u n t a i n C h o c o l a t e
Ch ip Cook ie s

Prehea t oven to 350
1 C suga r
1 C l igh t b rown suga r
2 eggs
2 t sp . van i l l a
2 T mi lk
1 s t i ck bu t t e r
1 s t i ck marga r ine
4 C f lou r
1 t sp . s a l t
1 t sp . bak ing powde r
1 t sp . bak ing soda
1 bag choco l a t e ch ip s
2 C oa t s
Mix toge the r w i th a mixe r the

sugars , eggs , van i l l a , mi lk , bu t t e r
a n d m a rg a r i n e . M i x t h e f l o u r,
s a l t , b a k i n g p o w d e r a n d b a k i n g
s o d a a n d a d d t o b u t t e r a n d e g g s
mix , mix ing we l l . Add the choco -
l a t e ch ip s and oa t s by hand . Bake
f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 – 1 2 m i n -
u t e s , d e p e n d i n g i f y o u p r e f e r
c h e w y o r c r u n c h y c o o k i e s . Wi l l
m a k e 2 4 l a rg e o r 3 6 s m a l l c o o k -
i e s .

I wan t t o thank each o f the se
c a n d i d a t e s s i n c e r e l y f o r t h e i r
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h i s c o l u m n . I
t h o u g h t i t w a s f u n , I w i s h t h e m
w e l l i n t h e u p c o m i n g e l e c t i o n
a n d a m l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o t h e
nex t g roup .

RECIPE cont. from P. 8



Click on “Local News” at

Page 10

Please see SENIOR on P. 12
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Lawrence Tire and Service • 224-7414
4764 N. Blackstone, Fresno

Any B.F .Goodr ich T i re

$50 Mai l - In Rebate
INVENTORYSALE

Call Store

for DETAILS

(of fer ends March 30, 2014)

Select Goodyear Tires

$160 Mai l - In Rebate
(of fer ends May 31 , 2014)

3/14

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Seniors’ Spring Festival Almost Here
Senior Report

What has happen to the time? It seems
as we grow older there is less time in the
day and you’re not able to fit in all you
would like to accomplish. You would think
that in retirement you would lay back and
enjoy time and by not working you would
have all the time in the world. It is now al-
most April and a quarter of the year is al-
most over.

During these last months we enjoyed
our Valentine’s party with Seniors celebrat-
ing the romance we experienced in our
youth. The party was hosted by Josie Turner
with the help of Bobby Farina. They made
the hall so romantically festive and there was
delicious food cooked and baked by Seniors.

In march we celebrated St Patrick’s
Day, hosted by Ethel Hansen, and again the
hall was decorated with an Irish theme with
green top hats and leprechauns. The dinner
was catered by our Ranchos Café and the

menu included corned beef and cabbage
and veggies. There were approximately 40
guests for Valentine’s Day and another 60
for St Patty’s Day. On these festive occa-
sions it was heartwarming to watch people
talk and laugh and just enjoy the moment
and each other. What a great period of our
lives, becoming a Senior. It is a blessing that
not everyone gets to participate in and
enjoy.

Back to work again. The first Saturday
inApril,April 5, is just a few days away and
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors will have its An-
nual Home & Garden Spring Festival. If
you have a hobby that includes producing a
saleable item, or a passion for a cause, or
just need to spring clean some of your col-
lectables, we still have some spaces avail-
able. Come and join the Senior Festival of
the Madera Ranchos for the year 2014.

Another new event coming to the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center will be a Doll and
Collectable Show, our first. Save this date:
Sept. 6, 2014.

By Verlaine Elinburg
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““OOnnee  ooff  mmyy  ttoopp  ccrriimmee  ffiigghhttiinngg
pprriioorriittiieess  aass  SShheerriiffff  iiss  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee
tthhee  vviissiibbiilliittyy  ooff  oouurr  DDeeppuuttiieess  iinn
tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..  OOppeenniinngg  aa
DDeeppuuttyy  ssuubb--ssttaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee
MMaaddeerraa  RRaanncchhooss  iiss  ppaarrtt  ooff
tthhaatt  ppllaann..””
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edged that before it’s completed there will
be additional traffic issues. 

The houses will be built on lots of
5,500, 6,600 and 7,700 square feet and will
range from 1,600 to 4,000 square feet in
size. As for
quality and
price, Jones said
new homes in
North Clovis
can be used for
comparison. He
mentioned that
the LLC is in
n e g o t i a t i o n s
with several
award-winning
builders, though
none have yet
been selected.
He also said
that there is a
proposal on the
table for fiber optic lines to be run to all the
houses.

The olive trees currently being re-
moved are where the houses will be devel-
oped first, Jones said, adding that trees have
been left on the perimeter for the time being
to help reduce dust and maintain a pleasant
visual. Some of these trees may stay or be
transplanted for landscaping throughout the
Villages.

Project Schedule and Benefits
The tentative schedule is for house

construction to begin in late 2015 and for
people to begin
moving in dur-
ing the second
quarter of 2016.
Jones said Gate-
way Village
will be “great
neighbors” and
“[will] do
everything right
through a sus-
tainable com-
m u n i t y
a p p r o a c h . ”
Both a recre-
ation center and
a pool are
planned for Village A. Gateway Village
may well include a Farm to Table program
— possibly a community farm similar to
those in Southern California — so that
home owners can have their own plots to
grow vegetables. Both the Recreation Cen-
ter and the Villages are expected to incor-
porate the history of agriculture with a
heritage feel.

Water Issues
Jones confirmed the new In-Lieu

Groundwater Recharge Project pipeline
currently being installed across Avenue 12
about 1.4 miles west of Highway 41 is part
of the Gateway project. Jones said that Cas-
tle & Cooke had made an agreement not
only for a water supply that has a 100 per-
cent back up but also for an annual, five-

year rolling
average 3,400
acre-feet of
recharge to re-
plenish the his-
t o r i c a l
g r o u n d w a t e r
overdraft from
a g r i c u l t u r a l
uses in the Root
Creek Water
District area. In
order to main-
tain this agree-
ment, the
c o m p l e t e d
Gateway Vil-
lage Develop-

ment, which will have a net water usage of
4,462 acre-feet per year (by recapturing
1,912 acre-feet of reclaimed water from a
waste water treatment plant yet to be built)
will get its water through the Root Creek
Water District from four sources: 1)
groundwater; 2) San Joaquin River water;
3) a contract with the Madera Irrigation
District for “215” and Class 2 water, when
available; and 4) a contract with Westside
Mutual for a guaranteed supply of up to
7,000 acre-feet of water annually. The third
and fourth sources will come from Miller-

ton Lake via the
new In Lieu-
Groundwater
Recharge Proj-
ect pipeline
which will con-
nect to Lateral
6.2 of the
Madera Canal.

According
to Jones, the
plan is to use
the upstream
surface water
supply pooled
behind Friant
Dam to irrigate

the trees and the orchards at the adjacent
San Joaquin River Ranch and in other parts
of the Root Creek Water District so that the
agriculture wells can be turned off. This
will help in reducing the existing ground-
water overdraft in the area, he said.

Ultimately, Jones said that he hopes
other developers will be held to the same
standards as Gateway Village as far as
water supply redundancy and conservation
are concerned.

GATEWAY cont. from P. 2

Part of the construction taking place near the Gateway
Village development is the construction of a groundwater
recharge project set in place by Castle & Cooke when they
were in charge of the development.               (Photo Karen Petryna)

Construction on the groundwater recharge project is in
full swing on the north side of Avenue 12 just west of High-
way 41.                                                          (Photo Karen Petryna)
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Sat. April 12

10 a.m.-2 p.m.

FREE Food &Refreshments

All AgesWELCOME!
FOOD • MUSIC

GAMES
BOUNCE HOUSE

CRAFT FAIR
(FREE BOOTH SPACES

AVAILABLE)

EASTER EGG
HUNT

Bring Your Own
Basket!

3/
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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Mobile Repair Service
Insurance Jobs
Warranty Repairs
FREE Estimates

14718 HWY 41, Madera • 559-822-4860 • 559-217-5467

Certified
Technicians
Factory Authorized
Repair Facility
A&E Careless Awnings

Onan • Suburban • Demestic
Norcold • Hydro Flame 3/
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Oakhurst native Frank Gauthier, mil-
itary veteran, Sheriff’s Sergeant and In-
ternational Project Manager; seeks to
share his leadership and business experi-
ence by becoming the next Madera
County Sheriff.

Born in Germany as an Air Force brat
and raised in Oakhurst, Frank graduated
Yosemite High School in 1984. After grad-
uating he joined the United States Air
Force where he
served as a Boeing
B-52 Crew Chief
during the Cold
War and main-
tained a top secret
security clearance
during his four year
enlistment. After
his honorable dis-
charge from the Air
Force, Frank de-
cided to follow the
footsteps of his fa-
ther, Milton Gau-
thier, and chose a
career in law en-
forcement. He
graduated from the
State Center Peace
Officer’s Academy
in Fresno in 1988.
The following year,
he was hired by the
Madera County Sheriff’s Department start-
ing his career as a Superior Court Bailiff.

As a deputy, Frank patrolled in
Madera, Chowchilla and the mountain
communities. Always seeking to grow, it
wasn’t long before he found himself on
the SWAT and Dive Rescue Teams. In
1996, within a year of being promoted to
Sergeant, Frank was assigned Team
Leader of both teams. In 2000, Frank
learned the United States Government
was in need of volunteers to participate in
rebuilding the public safety infrastructure
in Kosovo and was chosen to participate.
Within months of his arrival, Frank was

assigned to build a tactical team made of
international officers to protect the re-
gional commander and support local law
enforcement efforts.

The attacks of 9/11 left Frank with a
desire to get involved with America’s se-
curity effort overseas. In 2004 he accepted
a position to work with the United States
Government’s Worldwide Protective Se-
curity Program. Starting out as a Team

Member and ulti-
mately a Close Pro-
tection Detail
Leader, Frank
found himself
among those suc-
cessfully protecting
three United States
Ambassadors to
Iraq, congressional
delegations and the
President of the
United States.

In 2009, Frank
was called to
Afghanistan to
train Afghan Na-
tional Border Po-
lice. Soon
thereafter, he was
specifically re-
cruited for the
management team
on a large project

in which he manages and leads several
hundred men and women as they support
the United States Government’s mission
in Afghanistan.

Frank has a gritty, down to earth un-
derstanding of crime drawn from local
and international experience. He has the
ability to enforce the law with compas-
sion and common sense which will be in-
stilled in his deputies. Combined with
years of corporate project management
experience, Frank brings an understand-
ing of fiscal responsibility, budget man-
agement and work ethic required in any
private business.

Frank Gauthier Seeks Sheriff Spot

Frank Gauthier, candidate for Madera
County Sheriff, is an Oakhurst native whose ex-
perience in law enforcement has taken him
around the world.
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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Saturday, April 26
Grace Community Church

17755 Road 26, Madera

Doors open at 6 p.m.
Comedy and Program 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Featuring clean comedy by
professional comedian, Jerry Miner

YOU are invited! www.yfcnow.org

RSVP to 237- 4741. Bring your friends and colleagues!
There is NO CHARGE for the event; however, guests
will be invited to give gifts and pledge support for the
ministries of Youth for Christ in Madera.

3/14

are charging a rent that I’m not entirely
sure people earning less than the income
cap can afford.

A similar situation happened to me
a second time. I found a listing in my
price range, with lovely amenities, beau-
tiful grounds and an income cap. But I
had learned my lesson the first time, so I
walked into the leasing office and asked
if this was a low income complex before
I agreed to tour. I didn’t want to waste
my falling in love with the property
knowing I didn’t qualify to be a tenant. I
was getting aggravated and discouraged.
Apartment hunting is difficult enough,
moving is stressful enough, now I was
further irritated with how the government
just keeps squandering my tax dollars.

I was able to finally find an apart-
ment; it even has a pool and a hot tub.
Price isn’t bad and the neighborhood
doesn’t make me want to sleep with my
handgun tucked under my pillow. It
doesn’t have some of the finer amenities
that the low income complexes have and
it’s a little more expensive, but I’m com-
fortable, unpacked and, most impor-
tantly, I don’t have to even think of
moving again for at least another year.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

Brett Frazier was raised in Madera and graduated from Madera Unified Schools.
A graduate of University of California, Santa Barbara, Brett returned home to work in
the family business, operating a chain of Papa Murphy’s Pizza locations. In 2010, Brett
was elected to the Madera City Council, serving as
Mayor in 2012.

Brett has always been interested in giving back
to his community, which he did early on as a foot-
ball coach at Liberty High. He learned early about
the importance of a good education from his mother,
Sally Frazier, who served as Madera Superintendent
of Schools from 1986-2010 and was instrumental
in the creation of the Golden Valley School District.
Additionally, Brett’s mother-in-law to be, Nancy
Kent, has taught at Webster Elementary for many
years.

Brett is the father of two children, Wyatt and
Hallie, from his first marriage. Wyatt is in the first
grade at Webster Elementary and Hallie is in Tran-
sitional Kindergarten at Sierra View Elementary.
Brett makes his home in the Madera Ranchos and is
engaged to Elizabeth Kent, who was born and
raised in the Madera Ranchos. They are planning a
holiday wedding at the end of the year.

For information on Brett Frazier’s plan to move
Madera forward, visit www.brettfrazier.org.

Brett Frazier Running in Dist. 1

Brett Frazier, candidate for
District 1 Supervisor, is flanked by
his fiancé, Elizabeth Kent, and his
two children, Hallie and Wyatt, all of
whom call the Ranchos home.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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New Chamber Board
Pres.: Virginia Vick

V.P.: Ollia Ridge
Sec.: Paula Stewart - Now and AgainThrift and Gift Shop

Immediate Past Pres.: Verlin Dill - VDI Services

Your Chamber of Commerce
This information is brought to you by your Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce, representing businesses and individuals in the Madera Ranchos
and beyond. Find out more about your Chamber at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C or
call them at 645-4001.

Crab Feed Sponsors
The 11th Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Crab Feed
was a huge success on March 7, and what really made the event
possible was a group of special sponsors:

Pistoresi Ambulance • Bedrock Engineering • Vulcan
Materials • Pegasus Orchards • Fernwood Gardens

North Fork Rancheria • Rochelle Noblett • VDI Services
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2014 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday, May 10, 2014 • $10 Entry Fee
Group Individual Business

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Ave. 12 from Topper to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any

person or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name
Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? Yes No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length ft.
EntryCategory (selectONEmostcloselysuitingyourentry):

Horses (Single) Horses (Group) Explain:
Band/Music Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 5 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Flatlanders is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature: Date:

3/
14

Flatlanders Day is Coming

The 23rd Annual Flatlanders Day Parade, sponsored by the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, is coming Saturday, May 10
beginning at 10 a.m. The annual event showcases local groups, busi-
nesses and individuals from the Ranchos and beyond. The parade
starts at 10 a.m. sharp and then there’s a food and crafts fair at the
Maywood Center sponsored by the Friends of the Ranchos Library
that will last into the afternoon. Flatlanders Day is always celebrated
on the second Saturday in May.

An entry form for the parade is found to the right and applications
for booths at the food and crafts fair are available from the Ranchos
Library.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring two spe-
cial Candidates Nights so that you can get to know those who are

running for District 1 Supervisor and Madera County Sheriff.

Candidates Night

District 1 Supervisor Night
Monday, April 7

Madera County Sheriff Night
Monday, April 14

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome
the newest member to the Madera Ranchos business family

Both events will be held at Ranchos Middle School at 6:30 p.m.
Light refreshments will be served.

New Member

Maria Butler
Combined Insurance

Click on “Local News” at
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Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

“Join our Sonrise Service at 7 a.m. Easter Sunday
and Enjoy a FREE Pancake Breakfast After the Service.”

-- Mansel Trimble, Pastor

3/14

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

www.The Ranchos.com

My mom grew up in tornado country
— Oklahoma, that is. She has first-hand
stories of tornado fall-out, like the time
they came out of their storm cellar to find
the house across the street had been “relo-
cated.” Another time her brother’s girl-
friend’s house was hit and his love letters
to her were strewn all over town.

I’ve seen some children’s rooms that
come close to looking like tornado fallout.
Fortunately, unlike tornados, children are
teachable – you don’t see them leaving
their classrooms at school looking like a
tornado struck, do you? But, before you
put down this paper and go tell them to
clean their rooms, consider some steps that
will make it a lot more likely for them to
succeed, and maintain a clean-er room.

Step one: Purge! Designate
bags/boxes for trash, donate and save for
little brother/sister, if necessary. Remove
broken and grown-out-of toys, along with
m i s c e l l a n e o u s
pieces of toys and
games that no
longer exist in your
home. Do the same
with worn-out or
g r o w n - o u t - o f
clothes, single
socks, etc.

If you’re still
knee-deep in toys
and clothes, they
probably have too
much. Contrary to
popular belief, you
can have too much of a good thing. Too
many choices can be stressful for all of us
and too much stuff creates a lot bigger
mess. I know it’s difficult for kids (and par-
ents) to reduce, but the sacrifice will give
greater value to what is kept and make
cleaning up so much easier.

Unless there’s ample storage space in
the closet, put keepsake items in plastic
bins and relocate them to storage under the
bed or in the garage or shed (if they aren’t
heat/cold sensitive).

Now it’s time to designate homes for
all the things they need and use. Take a
look at the closet. If it’s just a single shelf
with a hanging rod, it’s probably not that

“Clean Your Room!”

user friendly. For about $140 you can pur-
chase a Closet Maid wire closet kit (Home
Depot/Amazon) that will make better use
of your vertical space and give you options
for double rods and shelving. You can
check out the Organized by Choice Face-
book page to see a sample (before/after).

If that sounds too difficult, you can
purchase a double hang closet rod that
hangs on your current bar (Bed Bath &
Beyond). Make sure the bar is low enough
for your child to access and hang up the

things he/she uses
most. Hanging can-
vas sweater and
shoe organizers can
also serve as
“shelves” in the
closet. Check your
local Target closet
section for other
freestanding shelf
ideas.

Now assign
specific homes for
categories of cloth-
ing (pants, shirts,

shorts, underwear, etc.) in the closet and
dresser. It’s best to have your children help
decide where to put things. This will give
them ownership.

Likewise, categorize the toys (cars,
balls, dolls, books, etc.) and give them
specific homes. Cube storage units with
canvas drawers or open shelves with plas-
tic bins work well. Label with pictures of
the contents or words for older kids.

One more thing before you give the
“clean your room” command: Demon-
strate and practice the process with them.
When there’s not too much stuff, and
there’s a place for everything to go, it
won’t be overwhelming.

Contrary to popular belief, you
can have too much of a good thing.
Too many choices can be stressful
for all of us and too much stuff cre-
ates a lot bigger mess. I know it’s
difficult for kids (and parents) to re-
duce, but the sacrifice will give
greater value to what is kept and
make cleaning up so much easier.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site! 3/

14
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Click on “Local News” at
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Mobile
Riding Lawnmower

Repair Service
visit us at mowersplus.us
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Call 645-0634 to ADVERTISE NOW!

would like to add strategically placed
Sheriff substations in order deter crime
and reduce response times. Finally, I
will make certain we get the road main-
tenance we deserve.

I’ve been endorsed by 43 local
businesses, five past and present
Chamber of Commerce presidents, Cal-
ifornia Assemblyman Jim Patterson and
two City Councilmen. If we stick to-
gether we will have our first local Su-
pervisor since Rick Jensen. Please vote
for me. I’m Gary Johns, the only long-
time resident of the Ranchos running
for Supervisor.

JOHNS cont. from P. 3

By Stephanie Reeves

Twenty years ago, retirement was a time
to look forward to and savor. But, today, we
live in uncertain times. So, for most working
adults, retirement has become very com-
plex—requiring years of planning, a well-
thought-out strategy, and a phase to be put off
as much as possible.

We’re living more years in retirement.
Why? Company-sponsored pensions have
all but become extinct. Thanks to medical
advances and healthier lifestyles, people are
living longer. In the early 20th century, life
expectancy was 47.3 years vs. today’s life
span of nearly 79 years. According to data
from the Social Security Administration, a
man who lives to 65 will live on average to
age 84, while women of the same age
should live to age 86. Of course, this is
good news; but we need to be prepared for
it.

The Truth About Social Security
And if you believe that Social Security

will be there to support you, think again. For
retirees in 2013, if you retire at the full age of
66, your maximum monthly benefit is $2,533
— not enough for many of you to live com-
fortably.

While there are no easy solutions, life in-
surance can guarantee the protection of your
loved ones and also supplement your retire-
ment savings if the death benefit is no longer
needed.

Leaving a Legacy
Life insurance’s primary purpose is to

deliver death benefit protection, which can
provide a generally tax-free legacy to your
loved ones. But permanent life insurance also
carries “living” benefits. Your policy earns
cash value that accumulates tax-deferred.
This means you do not pay taxes on any of
the accumulation within the policy. Addi-
tionally, you can access that money generally
tax-free through policy loans. This cash value
can be used to fund college expenses, a small
business loan or any other anticipated or un-
expected event.

In addition to the death benefit protec-
tion, the cash value of permanent life insur-
ance can also be used to supplement your
retirement income. As such, it can be a vital
piece of the complex puzzle of retirement
planning.

This educational third-party article is
provided as a courtesy by Stephanie Reeves,
Agent, (CA Ins. Lic. #0I20314) New York Life
Insurance Company. To learn more about the
information or topics discussed, please con-
tact Stephanie Reeves at (559)-287-0781.

Don’t Count
on Uncle Sam
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Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!
Tina Shannon

Independent Product Consultant

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon
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COLD & FLU SEASON
IS NOW UPON US!

Everyone should be
taking one to two

On Guard Beadlets
per day to boost

your immune system
during this time of the year.

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Contact me today to find out
how you can save 25% - 27% off

ALL of your oils.

www.The Ranchos.com
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The Stock Report

Ranchos Springing into Activities
By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
I guess I caused a problem by my word-

ing in my last article in the Ranchos Inde-
pendent. I was busy writing my article last
month when my friend Mona Diaz stopped
by my house to tell me that she had decided to
run for Supervisor of District 1. She was all
excited about her decision and ready to put
her heart and soul into putting together an
election committee for her election run. She
said that some people had called her and en-
couraged her to put her hat in the ring for Su-
pervisor of District 1. She decided that she
really wanted to do this. She got a late start
but is moving up quickly. She had talked to
her husband and sons before she made this de-
cision and they encouraged her to run and said
that they would be behind her all of the way
through the election. We talked about the
times that we both had learned how to put to-
gether an election committee when we ran for
a place on the Golden Valley Unified School
Board. Mona and I had become good friends
during those days and we learned a lot about
serving our community. I know that she will
do a good job if she is elected as Supervisor of
District 1. Don’t you think it is about time that

we have a woman Supervisor in Madera?
I was glad that the Chamber of Com-

merce Annual Crab Feed was a success this
year, since this is a fundraiser to keep the
Chamber in business. Also the Chamber is
working on a new Community Guide maga-
zine. It will be published soon. It has been five
years since the last Guide was printed. I re-
member when I first moved to the Ranchos
28 years ago, the Community Guide was the
most helpful information that I received. I
keep it by my phone, even though many
things have changed in the last five years. I
am looking forward to the new Community
Guide.

The Ranchos/Hills Seniors Annual
Home and Garden Festival is right around the
corner. It will be held onApril 5 and will start
with breakfast from 6 to 9 a.m. I hear that
there will be biscuits and gravy this year.
Lunch will be served from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.
There will be a hot dog combo for $2 and
hamburger combo for $4. Lots of vendors
have already signed up. Don’t forget all of the
other things that we have for sale: nursery
items, boutique items, homemade baked
goods, jams, jellies and our very own Treas-
ure House which is full of everything that you
could ever want. I hope to see you there.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

One reason York® Heating and Air Conditioning Systems are so
reliable is because our people “own” them before you do. From the
assembly line to your home, they take personal ownership of each
and every part they are responsible for. That’s what we mean when
we say: Built right. Built by York. Visit us at York.com.
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By Andy Alvarado

With the new year comes higher ex-
pectations to Golden Valley Unified
School District. The Golden Valley Way
is the district’s philosophy of what the
district stands for. GVUSD is dedicated
to help each and every student exceed ex-
pectations. Help the district achieve the
Golden Valley
Way.

The Golden
Valley Way. A
District of Excel-
lence

Our school
district excels
above many oth-
ers because our
parents, teachers,
staff and com-
munity do a re-
markable job of
supporting our
students and set-
ting high expectations. We are blessed to
be a part of a professional learning com-
munity that values quality education,
high expectations and a “yes, we can” at-
titude.

Our work here in Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District is centered on pro-

viding a curriculum-rich education that is
driven by real-world and real-life experi-
ences. We will continue to stress to our
teachers and administrators the impor-
tance of our core values of providing a
rigorous curriculum, making learning rel-
evant to our students and developing pos-
itive relationships with our children —
this is the Golden Valley Way.

We have set the highest standard of
what we expect from our students. Our
students will be respectful. Our students
will represent themselves, their family
and their school community with pride.
Our students expect to be guided in this
way. It is our duty to embrace this chal-
lenge and hold our students to the highest
standard, especially when it comes to
dress, grooming and behavior. We believe
in addressing the “little” things each and
every time, so they do not become “big-
ger” things. Our learning environments
will be such where students and teachers
are respected. Our administrators are
charged with making sure the classroom
remains protected and sacred in order for
teaching and learning to be optimized.
This is a non-negotiable. We will not

c o m p r o m i s e
these core val-
ues.

Our com-
munity expects
us to prepare our
students for the
real-world. We
understand, in
order to accom-
plish this task, it
truly takes a
GVUSD com-
munity. We take
this responsibil-
ity wholeheart-

edly and vow to bring our best day in and
day out. Our children need to be able to
compete globally and we are committed
to being increasingly proactive in prepar-
ing students for challenges that do not yet

Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Andy Alvarado.

Are You Up to the GV Challenge?

Golden Valley Unified School District
needs your input. We are currently working
on our Local Control Accountability Plan
(LCAP) and would like to hear from our
community. Please take a moment to visit our
website (www.gvusd.k12.us) and fill out the
LCAP Survey. This survey will help provide
a focus as we write goals for our three-year,
Local Control Accountability Plan.

For more information on the Local Con-
trol Accountability Plan, please visit the
GVUSD Educational Services webpage. You
can access this page from the main GVUSD
website.

Please see GVUSD on P. 21
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Parker’s Equestrian Center
559-264-79808844 Road 35

Madera, CA

Cross Ties • Round Pen • Wash Racks
Tack Rooms Trailer Parking • Three Sandy Arenas

Dressage Court • Full-sized 200x200 Arena
Miles of Trails • Practice Trail Course with Obstacles

Weekly Summer BBQs • Moonlight Rides
Shady Lawns for Picnics and Relaxing

featuring:
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Happy
Easter!

37221 Ave. 12 #1C
in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos

call 664455--PPEETTSS
to make your grooming
appointments now

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING  
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Platitudes and generalizations are what we have come to

expect from political candidates wishing to skirt the issues in
order to offend no one. Residents of S.E. Madera County have
grown understandably weary (and wary) of this Patronizing
Pabulum and are demanding more transparency, more speci9cs,
more red meat. So, here it goes ...

Of the myriad of serious issues, the current and future
status of Districts MD10 and MD10a, their service areas,
assessment areas, Condition “B” lots, rate payers and private
wells demands a 9rst response.

“Mitigating” compromised private well integrity with “hush
money” payments is to apply a patch where a 9x is needed. With
the 1959 infrastructure failing and the water levels falling, a
thoughtful, consolidated water plan which pulls the Ranchos
Community together is long overdue.

The other elephant in the room is the imminent issue of
waste management. To plan a water-only system without
consideration for this worsening health and safety issue is
irresponsible, at best.

Your county of9cials are aware of these issues and all wish
to be a part of a proper solution but they do need your help and
“encouragement.” Please get involved, make a difference and
let me know how I can help.

Thank you,

Ray Krause, Candidate
Supervisor, District One 2014

Paid for by Krause for Supervisor 2014 FPPC#1359463
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Now & Again Thrift & Gift  Shop 

Hop on Over for 20% OFF
your Easter Treasures

37164 Ave. 12 Ste. 103 (next to The Coffee Spot)
M, T, W & F  10 a-5 p • Th 12-7 p • Sa 9 a-4 p • Su 10 a-3 p

We have new, used, vintage,
retro and antique items.

We carry Ty • Russ • Plush • Baskets
Small Giftware • Furniture • Balloons
Jewelery • Flowers and much more!

3/14

Not your ordinary thrift shop • 645-0013

exist. We must recognize the paradigm
shifts in education and adjust our systems
to properly and proactively address an ever
changing society. Our past is not a prelude
to our children’s future.

Competition is real. This is what the
real-world is truly about. In the game of
life, there are winners and losers. We know
that winning is an everyday thing. It is not
something that you turn on today and off
tomorrow. Our students and community
expect us to bring forth a winning effort
each day. You can’t be a winner if you are
afraid to lose. There is much to gain in de-
feat. Winning is contagious and needs to be
celebrated, no matter how small or how big

that win may be; unfortunately, losing is
also contagious. Our students will compete
at the highest level and we will not shy
away from this competition. It is our job to
prepare them for success. We will pursue
victory with honor and celebrate our victo-
ries as if we have been there before.

We have a deeply embedded belief in
people and the ability to get the best out of
each person through a combination of high
expectations, clear communication and
positive relationship building. As educators
we are public servants, first and foremost,
and will continue to surround ourselves
and enlarge those around us that have a
deep passion for teaching children and
serving the public.

Are you up to this challenge? 

GVUSD cont. from P. 20

Sierra View Elementary School is un-
dergoing a school-wide fundraiser to help
raise funds to replace the school’s 20-year-
old playground. 

“It’s not that the playground is unsafe,”
Sierra View Principal Chris Imperatrice
said. “It’s just worn down. It’s perfectly
safe. It’s just an old structure that needs to
be replaced.”

The old structure is about the length of
a football field and serves nearly 400 stu-
dents. There is rotting wood, a shortage of
swings and slides and many pieces of
equipment are gone. Despite thoughts that
the school could just upgrade to the old
playground, government regulations pre-
vent it. 

“You can’t add on to old structures like
that because the entire thing would have to
be brought into compliance with today’s
code,” Imperatrice said. “Old equipment
like ours can be grandfathered in so it’s still
usable, but if something breaks, you can
only take it down. You can’t replace the en-
tire structure.”

The school’s Parent’s Club is attempt-

ing to raise $125,000 to tear down the aging
playground and replace it with new slides,
swings, places to climb and a wood-chip
base. The school has raised almost $16,000
toward its goal. 

Each “Golden Ticket” is $10 and offers
a chance at the raffle’s grand prize of
$5,000 and multiple night stays in a Las
Vegas Condominium, private wine-tasting
tours at Birdstone Winery and passes to Ro-
tary Storyland and Playland in Fresno. 

“There’s a lot to win and it all goes to
a great cause,” said Patty Groh, the Parent’s
Club’s treasurer. “We like to say you have a
much better chance at winning these prizes
than you do with the lottery.”

Tickets may be purchased at the school
or from participating Madera Ranchos loca-
tions: The Coffee Spot, Pizza Factory, Ran-
chos Café, Pete & Maria’s Bistro, Hurst
Hardware, Ranchos Barbershop and the
Ranchos Chamber of Commerce. The draw-
ing will take place May 9 at Sierra View. 

For information or how to make online
donations, contact Kristen Laurenti at 905-
4160 or email krislaur02@comcast.net.

Golden Ticket to Help Sierra View
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Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

www.ranchosdental.net
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559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

3/14
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The GoldenValley Unified School District
is now accepting applications for a representa-
tive from the following areas: Parent Club and
Parent Representatives. These representatives
will serve on the Citizens' Bond Oversight

Committee to oversee Measure S Bond monies.
If interested, please obtain an application

from the Superintendent’s Office at 37479Ave.
12, Madera, CA 93636 or you can call 645-
7500.

GV Oversight Members Needed

Our Madera County District 1 Supervi-
sor, Manuel Nevarez, has chosen not to run
for election this year, leaving that seat open.
I have decided to seek election to the Board
of Supervisors in District 1 as a continuation
of my many years of community service
here in Madera County. I am pleased and
honored that Supervisor Nevarez has en-
dorsed me.

In the 34 years that my family has lived
in the Madera Ranchos, I have earned a rep-
utation as someone who gets things done. I
have been involved in local government as a
founding school board member and current
board president at Golden Valley Unified
School District. The formation of that school
district was a massive undertaking, requiring
vision, persistence and hard work. Critics
said it couldn't be done. It was, for sure, a
difficult and complex task, but determined
citizens, working together, carried the project
through to success. The scope of that project
included road development, negotiations,
land acquisition, building design and con-
struction. That experience provided excellent
training to me for duty on the Board of Su-
pervisors.

I began my volunteer work in the
Madera Ranchos neighborhood in 1984,
when our first son started school. Since that
time, I have devoted much of my time, en-
ergy and financial resources to the better-
ment of my community.

I opened a nursery business in Madera
Ranchos in 1990, and continued to operate
it for 20 years. During that time I donated my
time and products — trees and plants – to

Children’s Hospital of Central California,
Valley Teen Ranch and other worthy organ-
izations. I currently work as Director of Mar-
keting for our family trucking business.

I created a partnership with the Madera
County Road Department and a local citi-
zens' committee to help keep Avenue 12
clean. I was the second president of the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. I
brought a plan to the Chamber of Commerce
and the Ranchos Kiwanis Clubs to display
banners on Avenue 12 to welcome people to
the Madera Ranchos, and then worked to im-
plement that plan. As a long time Kiwanis
member, I work with local children and fam-
ilies to provide for scholarships and other
needs. I served as president of the Madera
County School Boards Association from
2005 to 2010 and still serve on their Schol-
arship Committee. I am a member of the
California Trucking Association and a mem-
ber of the Institute of Family Business at
California State University, Fresno.

I am fully prepared to take on the re-
sponsibility of a County Supervisor. We
must take steps to guarantee public safety to
our citizens, including those who live in the
rural areas. We must take care of our roads
and other infrastructure needs. We must con-
tinue in our efforts to attract quality jobs to
our county. Water development for our farms
and homes remains a critical challenge. I am
eager to begin my work as your representa-
tive on the Board of Supervisors. I look for-
ward not only to your support, but also your
concerns and suggestions as I campaign for
and prepare for that job.

Mona Diaz to Try for Supervisor
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Do you need some extra cash? We are looking for the
following items and FAIR PRICES are PAID --

SADDLES • BRIDLES • HEADSTALLS • SHOW HALTERS
BITS • SHOW TACK • ALL OTHER HORSE TACK

OLD HORSE BOOKS • TACK RACKS • HORSE STATUES
ALSO -- WESTERN BELT BUCKLES • SPURS

AMERICAN INDIAN ITEMS • TURQUOISE
JEWELRY • STERLING SILVER JEWELRY

COSTUME JEWELRY – ALL KINDS • POCKET
WATCHES • THIMBLES • STERLING SPOONS

– FORKS – PLATES, ETC.
If you have anything for sale call:

264-7980
or bparker@lightspeed.net

We live in the Ranchos and can come to your
place or meet you.

THANK YOU

High Cost of Hay Got You DOWN?
Turn Your Old Items Into CASH!

3/
14

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY
TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2014.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARDABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.

3/14

Books a mess? Taxman knocking on your door?

Paul H. Cameron

Need help with your current or
past years’ tax returns?

call

12443 Fernwood Drive, Madera Ranchos

645-5136office
706-1677cell

email: Pcam47@msn.com
3/14

OVER

35 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Business Services • CTEC and IRSRegistered Return Preparer

CA #141782

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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General Caregiver Support
Valley Caregiver Resource Center

559-224-9154
Caregiver Support Group
Madera Adult Day Care
322 W. 6th Street
Madera, CA
On April 14 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. this
group is open to all family caregivers --
it’s not specific to any one diagnosis.
Please join us and exchange information,
feelings, difficulties and more in a sup-
portive environment.

Alzheimer’s Disease/Dementia
Valley Caregiver Resource Center

559-224-9154
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Support Group
Oakhurst Lutheran Church
Road 426 and Black Rd.
Oakhurst, CA
On April 8 and 22 from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
this group is open to the loved ones of a
person with Alzheimer’s and Dementia
who would like to exchange information,
feelings, difficulties and more in a sup-
portive environment.

Support Groups for Madera Co.

Call 1-800-541-8614 for more information.

Sierra Shadows 4-H has been busy
with lots of county events and local club
events. Favorite Foods and Consumer
Science Day was held at Minarets High
School on January 18, 2014. Local club
member Payton Poore received a gold
medal for pastries, healthy/diet goodies,
decorated food, showmanship, and spe-
cial occasion place setting. Payton also
received a first place with a poultry dish.
Talia Paolinelli received silver on her
Made from a Mix entry. Small Animal
Expo held at the Madera Fairgrounds was
another event where our rabbit and poul-
try projects exhibited their skills and
showmanship abilities. They learn about
all aspects of the specie they are working
with to ready them for the upcoming
fairs.

Our public speaking project is well
into the year with our leader, Heidi Cor-
nell. The members are practicing for the
upcoming County Presentation Day.

These members research a topic and give
a demonstration, speech, illustrated talk,
or read a book about it. It helps the mem-
bers organize their thoughts and express
them verbally in front of an audience.

Community Pride project is going to
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center on April
5 to help with their Spring Festival. The
sewing project is busy making garments
for the County Fashion Revue in April.

And let’s not forget all of the other
animal projects getting ready for Large
Animal Expo and the Chowchilla fair. Go
Sierra Shadows 4-H!

Any questions, please feel free to
contact Dana Poore at 559-312-5440 or
email Sierrashadows4H@gmail.com.

4-H Events Now
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Click on “Local News” at

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!
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“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

3/14 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

3/
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1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #107206625

3/
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Foster Parents Needed
We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

By Perry Watkins

“Kiwanis international is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world
one child one community at a time.”

If you hear a group of High School kids talking about a “Block Party,” “game challenges”
or “illegal activities” you might wonder if they are up to no good, or you might realize they
are part of the Liberty High Robotics Club. Block party refers to a playing field set up to very
specific standards for robotics competitions. It is a 12-foot by 12-foot square with a number
of elements like working flag poles, infrared beacons, pull up bars, pendulum goals and 100
two-ounce plastic blocks. 

This is something I could only dream of in high school: actually building robots that do
things and are able to compete in competitions. I even tried by starting with some gears,
wheels, wires and a heavy duty laundry soap box. I didn’t get very far before I switched my
efforts to rebuilding a car engine. They actually had manuals and parts available for that. Now
days kids can really build robots that do amazing things. They are doing it right here at Lib-
erty High. Too cool. 

Imagine what budding young engi-
neers and scientists can learn by partici-
pating in this activity. It involves applied
design, conception, planning, drafting,
math equations, building skills, electron-
ics, problem solving, science concepts
and writing skills. These kids start from
scratch with a pile of parts and some
paper. They have to figure out every step.
They also practice cooperative organiza-
tional skills, strategizing, team building
and team competition. 

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recog-
nition of Science and Technology) was

founded by inventor Dean Kamen to inspire young people’s interest and participation in sci-
ence and technology. He designed it “… to create a world where science and technology are
celebrated … where young people dream of becoming science and technology heroes.” Dean
Kamen, Founder, FIRST. One of their four programs is FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC)
for grades 9-12. 

At Liberty High, Michael Erickson leads these teams to participate in Regional Cham-
pionships. Erickson also teaches chemistry and physics and is one of the leaders for the Aca-
demic Decathlon. He is super enthusiastic about helping Liberty students get involved in the
sciences. 

Kiwanis Club of Madera Ranchos was able to help the Liberty Robotics Club by pur-
chasing a robot kit for the club. This is exactly the kind of thing we love to do by directly ben-
efiting kids in the local community. We do things like assisting to buy wrestling mats to replace
old beat up equipment, assisting softball girls to buy uniforms, helping to buy and serve meals
for Special Olympics events, helping to raise funds for local fire equipment and to support vol-
unteer firemen, serving meals at Ronald McDonald House and supporting Girl Scouts, Boy
Scouts and Explorers. We would love to do
so much more. We give every dime to these
events because we pay our own administra-
tive expenses. Look for us at the Flatlanders
Parade coming up on May 10. We will be
selling BBQ sandwiches. If you know any-
one who would like to help with community
service, even for a few days a year, let us
know. We would welcome you into our Ki-
wanis Community. Few Kiwanis attend all
the meetings, but a dedicated few show up
when we are called to serve the community.
Join us for a free dinner at Pizza Factory
Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m.

See you there.

Ranchos Kiwanis: What Can’tWe Do?
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com
Board Members:

President: Perry Watkins
President Elect: Open
Vice President: Bryan Lee
Secretary: Virginia Vick
Treasurer: Cody Barger

Marie Cameron
Past President: Marie Cameron

Board of Directors:
Debbie Farr, Mary Ann Parks, Mona
Diaz, John Herrera and Ollia Ridge.

Just a sample of what robots built by students
can look like.
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buy "excess" water from the neighboring
Madera Irrigation District, which is a
CVP contractor, and from the Bureau of
Reclamation, which runs the CVP. Both
of those supplies are described as "when
available" in Gateway's documents.
Considering the vagaries of Mother Na-
ture, the Madera County Board of Su-
pervisors wasn't comfortable with that
and sent Root Creek/Gateway out to
look for a backup supply of water.

They found it in Kern County.

The Water Source
First, a quick stop in Tulare County.
That's where the Root Creek

"backup" water originates. It's owned by
Paramount Citrus Association, one of
the many companies owned by billion-
aires Lynda and Stewart Resnick. Para-
mount owns Rayo Ranch in Tulare
County, which has rights to 9,000 acre-
feet a year of Kaweah River water. Para-
mount doesn't use all its Rayo water, so,
for years, has moved some of it through
the CVP system to other Paramount
lands. Like Root Creek, Paramount is
not a CVP contractor. It has to partner
with Tulare Irrigation District, which is
a CVP contractor, to move that Rayo
water.

Paramount releases its Rayo water
to Tulare Irrigation, which, in turn,
sends a like amount of water down the
Friant-Kern Canal to the North Kern
Water Storage District here in Kern
County. North Kern isn't a CVP con-
tractor but has access to the Friant-Kern
Canal. In order to use the CVP system,
Paramount had to have an "environmen-
tal assessment" (EA) approved by the
Bureau of Reclamation. In that EA, it
very clearly states that the Rayo water

is only to be used for farming and
groundwater recharge. It also states the
water cannot be used in such a way that
would trigger any land use changes,
such as from ag to urban.

OK, so now, much of that Rayo
water is banked in North Kern, where
Paramount is a huge landowner. Para-
mount also bought some water from the
Nickel family and has it banked in
North Kern.

Here's where Root Creek comes in.
In 2009, another Resnick company,

the Westside Mutual Water Company,
made a deal with North Kern to pull
some of that banked Paramount water
out and give it to neighboring Shafter-
Wasco Irrigation District for ultimate
delivery to Root Creek in Madera. The
deal is phased, starting at 3,500 acre-
feet of water per year up to a maximum
of 7,000 acre-feet, if needed. Shafter-
Wasco is a CVP contractor so it can take
that Paramount water and have the Bu-
reau of Reclamation release a like
amount of water from Millerton Lake to
the Madera Irrigation District. Madera
Irrigation would then deliver it to Root
Creek through two turns-outs soon to be
constructed on the federally owned
Madera Canal. Again, all those swaps,
including constructing the turnouts, had
to pass muster with the Bureau of Recla-
mation in an EA. And, again, the Bureau
EA clearly states that the Paramount
(Westside Mutual) water and any water
Root Creek buys directly from Madera
Irrigation or the Bureau is to be used
only for ag or groundwater recharge. It
can't be used in a manner that results in
land use changes – ag to urban. But
that's exactly what this water will do.
That's what it's intended to do. That was
the whole point of this long, elaborate
deal.

I asked the Bureau about that.
First, I confirmed that, yes, the Bu-

reau did put those ag-only limitations on
all the water movements involved in this
deal and that the water cannot be used
for "M and I" (municipal and industrial).
The Bureau does follow up on these
deals annually but mostly to make sure
the right amount of water is being moved
to the correct recipients. It's up to Root
Creek to tell the Bureau how it used the
water.

Um.
My guess, backed up by what Root

Creek's attorney told me, is Root Creek
will simply say the water was used for
groundwater recharge per the Bureau's
limitations.

End of story.

The True Intent
Of course that's not the end of the

story because the water will have been
pumped right back out and put into the
taps and toilets of Gateway Village, as
was the intent all along.

I'm not arguing against Gateway
Village. It may be the greatest piece of
leap frog development ever to grace the
fertile fields of Madera County.

That's not the point.
The point is that taxpayers, who

built and own the CVP system, seem to
be giving quite an assist to the bottom
lines of two private enterprises. Oh, and
Root Creek was also awarded a $4 mil-
lion grant from the State Department of
Water Resources to help pay for those
turnouts on the Madera Canal in order to
curb the district's severe groundwater
overdraft. All of which makes me won-
der, what's in it for us?

The owners of Gateway Village
(Castle & Cooke sold it in 2010 to un-
named investors) aren't going to give the

WATER cont. from P. 2
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Bureau a cut of every lot they sell. And
Paramount/Westside Mutual certainly
isn't going to share any of the loot it
makes off selling water to Root Creek.
The loot, by the way, could be pretty
substantial.

Paramount/Westside Mutual has
spent at least $2.6 million up front to
sink four wells and build pipelines be-
tween North Kern and Shafter-Wasco
and pay both districts "standby" fees for
the water. But companies appear to have
made about $3.5 million back from Root
Creek, which has been paying $180 per
acre-foot a year for the last five years for
Paramount/Westside Mutual to hold its
water in reserve. If Root Creek ever
needs the water, the price will go up by
$420 per acre-foot for a total of $600 per
acre-foot.

I gleaned most of those figures by
scouring through agreements with the ag
districts and talking to district managers
and the attorney for Root Creek. I would
have liked to get a more accurate picture
of the finances involved but Para-
mount/Westside Mutual wasn't talking.

"We're a private company," I was
told by Westside Mutual President Bill
Phillimore. "I don't think there's any ad-
vantage to us participating in this story."

Yeah, and that's what concerns me.

This article originally appeared in
the Dec. 14 issue of the Bakersfield Cal-
ifornian and is reprinted here with their
kind permission.
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A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s . F a s t
s e r v i c e . N E W A D D R E S S &
P H O N E N U M B E R : 3 6 0 2 7
R u t h Av e . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C h i l d C a r e

C h i l d C a r e - S u s a n R y a n
D a y C a r e . N e w b o r n t o 5
y e a r s o l d . L i c e n s e d . C a l l
6 6 1 - 4 7 2 5 o r 7 0 6 - 0 4 2 4 .

Cons truc t ion

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d e l s ,
room add i t ions , ba rns and pa t ios .
Cal l 559 -970 -4476 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n
m i n u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r -
p e t , u p h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t
c l e a n i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g -
g r e g a t e , s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t
a n d R . V . i n t e r i o r s . B B B
a n d G o l d e n V a l l e y C h a m -
b e r m e m b e r . C a l l B r u c e
t o d a y f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e .
5 5 9 - 6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

F o r R e n t

F O R R E N T - O f f i c e
R e n t a l n o w a v a i l a b l e .
S m a l l o f f i c e o n A v e . 1 2 .
C a l l E t h e l a t 6 4 5 - 1 8 9 0 .

For Sale

F o r S a l e - I n t e r e s t i n g o r i g i -
n a l h a n d c r a f t e d i t e m s . S t o p
b y M a c ' s a n y W e d n e s d a y a f -
t e r n o o n . E n j o y a c o m p l e m e n -
t a r y b e v e r a g e a n d t r e a t
y o u r s e l f t o a g o o d i e . 3 6 7 5 2
B e r k s h i r e D r i v e - 6 4 5 - 7 7 0 7 .

H o u s e c l e a n i n g

H o u s e c l e a n i n g - G e t r e a d y f o r
. . . a n y t h i n g ! G e t y o u r h o u s e ,
y a r d a n d w i n d o w s i n o r d e r .
G i v e u s a c a l l f o r a f r e e e s t i -
m a t e . C a l l L i n d a a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
0 3 0 8 o r S t a c i a t 5 5 9 - 4 5 8 - 3 2 4 8 .

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all year
long. Experience, Responsible,
Honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

L o s t & F o u n d

F o u n d - Tw o s e t s o f c a r k e y s .
I n t h e G o l d e n Va l l e y C h a m b e r

o f C o m m e r c e o f f i c e a t 3 7 1 6 7
Av e . 1 2 # 5 C . C o m e b y, i d e n t i f y
t h e m , t a k e t h e m h o m e .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - G e r a l d
S c h e f f i n g & S o n P a i n t i n g . 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e . I n t e r i o r &
E x t e r i o r . L i c e n s e d , i n s u r e d
a n d b o n d e d . L i c # 3 1 3 0 7 0 . C a l l
6 7 4 - 2 3 2 0 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0
y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i -
c e n s e d . F r a n k K r a m e r E x -
t e r i o r s . L i c . # 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l
6 4 5 - 4 1 1 3 .

P. O . B o x e s

R a n c h o s P . O . B o x e s N O W
AVA I L A B L E - a t R a n c h o s
B a r b e r S h o p . $ 1 0 p e r m o n t h .
C a l l 3 6 3 - 1 8 5 1 .

R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k U p

F R E E R E C Y C L A B L E S
P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C Y -
C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p o f a l l
r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s , i n -
c l u d i n g p a p e r , p l a s t i c s ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . I f y o u h a v e a n y

q u e s t i o n s b e s u r e t o c a l l
D i a n n a a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 o r
6 4 5 - 1 0 4 8 . F u n d s s u p p o r t
R a n c h o s ’ S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y ,
s c h o o l s a n d 4 H .

Tractor/Trenching Services

B O B C A T W O R K -
D R I L L I N G P O S T H O L E S -
T r e e s - T r e n c h i n g - C l e a n
U p . T R A C T O R W O R K
D i s c i n g - R o t o t i l l i n g -
M o w i n g - S c r a p i n g -
S t u m p G r i n d i n g - R o l l - o f f
B i n s . C a l l J o h n a t 9 0 8 -
1 0 6 6 .

Tr a c t o r W o r k - H o u s e P a d s ,
l o t l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s ,
t r e n c h i n g , c o n c r e t e w o r k a n d
u n d e r g r o u n d u t i l i t i e s i n -
s t a l l e d . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 .

Window Cleaning Services

M o s t w i n d o w s $ 5 i n s i d e / o u t
- S c r e e n , t r a c k a n d s i l l s i n -
c l u d e d . R e m o v e h a r d w a t e r
s t a i n o n h o m e w i n d o w s ,
s h o w e r d o o r s a n d c a r w i n -
d o w s . C o b w e b r e m o v a l a v a i l -
a b l e . F u l l y i n s u r e d . C a l l N i c k
a t 2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 . F r e e e s t i m a t e s .
S E N I O R D I S C O U N T !
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SUDOKU

©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

ATTENTION:
Madera Ranchos Community

Property Owners

On March 31, 2014 at 6 p.m. there
will be a meeting at Liberty High School
cafeteria to address a unification of water
issues for members of MD10A, the
existing water district for this community,
and the property owners that have their own
private water wells on their property.
Actions have taken place by Madera
County and MDl0A that, at this time,
disadvantage private property owners
whohavetheirownwaterwellsnearMD10A.

Please attend this
meeting on

March 31, 2014
This is an opportunity for this

community to act in its own best interest.
©2014 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

T O A D V E R T I S E C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 3/14

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 3/14

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Your Ranchos Team

3/
14

Buyers are looking for
Ranchos homes. We can
help you sell FAST! CALL
OR TEXT US NOW FOR A

FREE PROPERTY ANALYSIS.

Page 27

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

3/
14

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

Interest rates are historically low, but
prices are edging up. Call me for more
information on your home’s current

value ... it could be the perfect time to sell.

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

3/
14

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 3/

14
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

Ask about our
FREE

home
warranty
program.

We Have
Pre-

Approved
Buyers!

Call Today!
Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone

Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
maria@ossrealtor.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740

3/
14

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?



repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-718-9941
559-363-9348

or

• Over 10 Years
Experience

• MANY Ranchos
References
Available

Click on “Local News” at 

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

559-233-5000

Factory
&

Extended

Warranty

Repairs

RV Parts & Service • Mobile Repair
Insurance Estimates & Repairs

Madera, CA
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HWY 41 just North
of Avenue 12

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders



Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A suggestion from a colleague on how to work out a problem might not
sit too well with you. But before you suspect his or her motives, why not just accept it as a friendly gesture?

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) An associate might seek your counsel on a workplace dispute with
another co-worker. Listen to what she or he has to say, but withhold advice until you've heard the other
side of the story.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Use your Twin gifts for creativity and practicality to score points in
landing an opportunity that could open doors to a new career. Someone returns after a long absence.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Although things are pretty hectic through much of the week, some quiet
time with loved ones helps restore balance.An unexpected visitor brings welcome news about a mutual friend.

LEO (July 23 toAugust 22) Getting used to change isn't always easy for the Big Cat. But make the adjustments
gradually, and soon you'll hardly remember when things were any different from how they are now.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Continue to stay the course you've chosen, and avoid
distractions that could throw you off track. Some knowledgeable folks are happy to provide guidance
if you need it.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Although you earned plaudits from most co-workers
for your recent stand on a workplace situation, you also raised the envy quotient among others. Tread
carefully for now.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You feel more positive about that delayed project, and
you're ready to pick it up on a moment's notice. However, you might need to re-motivate those who
have since lost interest.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Some welcome news should be coming
your way. In the meantime, use that Sagittarius charm to persuade some still-reluctant colleagues that
your ideas have merit.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Don't wait for a misunderstanding to work itself
out. Instead, ask for a chance to explain the circumstances before those bruised feelings lead to an
irreversible break.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A physical problem should be checked out in order
to avoid it going from just being a nuisance to something more serious. Your social life takes an
unexpected but not unwelcome turn.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Yours might be the wisest sign in the Zodiac. But you still
could benefit from the wisdom of a close friend who has suggestions on how to handle a perplexing
personal problem.

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Your passion for doing the right thing inspires others to
follow your well-trodden path toward justice.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE 559-840-0519

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

www.The Ranchos.com
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Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

Ranchos
Resident

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634



1. LANGUAGE: What is the dot on top of
the letters “i” and “j” called?
2. GEOGRAPHY: In what body of water
can the island of Mykonos be found?
3. ACRONYMS: What does the acronym
CAD stand for?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is a
shillelagh used for?
5. POLITICS: What was the emblem of the
Progressive Party of 1912?
6. ANATOMY: Where is the skin the
thinnest on the human body?
7. ACADEMIA: What does a vexillologist
study?
8. MOVIES: What movie featured the
tagline “Thank God it’s only a motion pic-
ture”?
9. TELEVISION: What was the name of
the town that was the setting for “Mary
Hartman, Mary Hartman”?
10. GAMES: How many body parts do you
have to remove in order to be successful in
the game “Operation”?

1.Atittle
2.AegeanSea
3.Computer-aideddesign
4.Irishinorigin,itisacudgelthatcanbe
usedaswalkingstickoraweapon
5.BullMoose
6.Eyelids
7.Flags
8.“Airplane!”
9.Fernwood,Ohio
10.Twelve

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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