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At the Fourth Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Crab Feed held
Saturday, March 6, Chamber member Bill Whyman was left speechless when he was
awarded the 2006 Volunteer of the Year Award. Bill asked the Ranchos Independent if
he could say a few words in acceptance of the award. 

When I heard my name called as the recipient of the “Volunteer of the Year” at the
Crab Feed I was totally unprepared. I had no idea I was even in the running for the
award. Because of this I was totally speechless. I would like to say something now.

Thank you for recognizing and selecting me as the recipient of the Volunteer of
the Year award. When I think of the number of volunteers in the Ranchos I realize I
am in good company. Every organization in the Ranchos is run by volunteers, all of
whom could qualify for this award. This includes the Chamber, Kiwanis, Friends of
the Ranchos Library, Seniors and many other school and sports groups. Without vol-
unteers none would succeed. I help because I think it’s the right thing to do, not to win
an award; that was a bonus that I truly appreciate. Recognition is great.

I wish there were a way to recognize all volunteers, they are the “oil” that keeps
the Ranchos organizations running smoothly. But there is always room for more vol-
unteers. It will give you a feeling of accomplishment and pride. I encourage those who
would like to help to go to your favorite group and lend them some of your time and
expertise. Your cost is low, but your personal feeling of accomplishment will be high.

I accept this award on behalf of all volunteers in the Ranchos. The recognition by
my peers means a lot to me. Thank you. 

Bill Whyman
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce 2006 Volunteer of the Year

Whyman Named Chamber 2006 Volunteer of the Year

Bill Whyman (left) received the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce 2006 Volunteer of the Year Award
from Past President Steve Krueger at the Fourth Annual
Chamber Crab Feed held March 3 at Liberty High to raise
funds for the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.
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“Kids Day” in the Ranchos
On a rainy morning before

the sun even had a chance to rise
on Tuesday, March 20, Avenue
12 at Loren Way had Station 19
firefighters and their families
selling copies of the Fresno Bee
to help raise funds for Children’s
Hospital Central California. This
was the 20th year of the “Kid’s
Day” event and was duplicated

all over the Central Valley, rais-
ing over $400,000. The Ranchos
firefighters sold over 500 copies
of the paper at $1 each with 50
cents of each sale going to the
hospital.

In all, over 4,000 volunteers
surpassed their goal of $360,000
for the annual event sponsored
by the Bee and ABC30. 

Photo by John Glueck

An eager group of diners await the main course at the Fourth Annual
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce Crab Feed at Liberty High School.

Chamber Feeds Ranchos Again
For the fourth year in a

row, the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce provid-
ed the Ranchos with all the
crab it could eat at the Chamber
Crab Feed held Saturday, Mar.
3 at Liberty High.

In addition to the great
food and fellowship there were
also live and silent auctions. In
all, the event raised over
$18,000 for the Chamber.

Get an eyeful of the
whole event on page 9.  
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Supervisors Take $3.2M from Ranchos Roads

“We have to work together. If we continually say ‘how are
we going to get paid back?’ this is ridiculous.”

- Supervisor Ronn Domenici

Without opening the item for public comment, Supervisor
Vern Moss asked for a motion to transfer $3.2 million.

"We need the project as soon as possible."
- Supervisor Max Rodriguez said. 

A controversial move by the
Madera County Board of
Supervisors has resulted in the
transfer of $3.2 million of
Measure A road funds from the
unincorporated areas of the coun-
ty to build a bridge across
Highway 99 for a City of Madera
developer.

At the Feb. 27 Board of
Supervisors meeting, Supervisor
Ronn  Domenici, citing a “time
sensitive” situation, introduced
an off-agenda item seeking to
transfer the $3.2 million.
Immediately, Supervisor Frank
Bigelow questioned the appropri-
ateness of the motion, suggesting
that an item of this size should be
placed on the agenda where it
could be discussed in an open
forum complete with public com-
ment and testimony from experts
in the field. “Representatives
from the Madera County

Transportation Commission did
not know it was on the agenda
and were not present at the meet-
ing,” Bigelow said.

The vote was “time sensi-
tive” because of an emergency
presentation made by the City of
Madera stating it needed the  $3.2
million dollars to leverage $7.6
million more dollars from the
California Transportation
Commission to build an overpass
at Ellis Avenue in Madera.
Bigelow pointed out that District
5, Tom Wheeler’s district, was
already short of transportation
funds because it was budgeted
only $5 million - the least of all
of the districts - and had already
loaned other funds to District 1
for Highway 41 expansion. Of
the money generated by Measure
A, Bigelow said that 60 percent
had already been spent on the
City of Madera projects alone.

Bigelow stated that, the
inappropriateness of the motion
notwithstanding, he just wanted
to know how it was going to get
paid back, citing that in his area
“... folks have waited the entire
gamut of the 19 years of Measure
A. When is it their turn? When do
we stop raiding from one area to
give to another area?”

“We have to work together.
If we continually say ‘how are
we going to get paid back?’ ...
this is ridiculous,” said
Domenici.

Madera City Councilman
Gary Svanda said that county res-
idents should trust the City of
Madera  to work with them in
future projects.

Supervisors Domenici, Max
Rodriguez and Vern Moss voted
in favor of the transfer. Bigelow’s
office has already received com-
plaints and the plot thickens.

By Randy Bailey
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Spring  SpecialSpring  Special
Close a loan with us  and

we will send you on a
FREE vacation and even

pay for your home
appraisal!

Close a loan with us  and
we will send you on a

FREE vacation and even
pay for your home

appraisal!

from Ranchos Mortgagefrom Ranchos Mortgage

645-5219
37193 Avenue 12 Suite 3D • Madera Ranchos

Patty Grissom
559-645-5219

Janelle Paolinelli
559-674-1769

Greg Reitz
559-260-1777

Linda Matthews
559-907-9465

Jean-Ann Ward
559-871-6537

Locally Owned and Operated

• Consolidate your 1st and 2nd into one low, easy
payment!

• Got an adjustable rate? It’s a great time to get a
fixed rate as low as 5.875 (subject to credit
approval).

• Get a construction loan.
• Bad credit? We can help!
• Pay off those high interest credit cards.

Cruise for two (does not include port charges or taxes) • 8 day 7 night Condo Stay for four people at your choice of
over 600 locations (taxes not included) • 3 day 2 night hotel accomodations, including air fare (taxes not included).

Vacations Available

Call for your FREE Mortgage Analysis TODAY!
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Amanda Hillis
Permanent Makeup

Linda Ibarra
Stylist

Danielle Pasma
Massage Therapist

Monica Fernandes
Administrative

Assistant

Gus & Co. Salon
Hair  •  Makeup  •  Nails

645-0197 37221 Ave. 12
Madera Ranchos
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Poll a Success, Now Get Involved
By Ellen Mester

Wow! We have gotten a tremendous
response from our “Help Us Build a
Library” survey! Ninety-nine percent
have been positive. Thanks to all of you
for taking the time to respond. If you did-
n’t receive a survey in your last issue of
The Ranchos Independent, stop by the
library or call us at 645-1214 and we will
mail one to you. We want your opinion
and we need to know how often you use
the library, what value you place on
library materials and what services you’d
like to be available to you in a new library.
This is the first important step that the
New Library Planning Committee must
take to get the ball rolling. If you’d like to
be a part of this exciting process contact
the library to find out when the next meet-
ing is. Everyone is welcome. 

Flatlander’s Day Parade and Craft
Show is definitely on schedule for May 5
this year. Thanks to all the people who
came forward to volunteer; it looks like
we will have all our bases covered. The
Kiwanis will be cooking the tri-tip this
year. We still need to hear from the school
clubs who want to sell popcorn, cotton
candy, hot dogs, etc. Call us for an appli-
cation. We also have some new craft sell-
ers and many of the old favorites signing
up. For Parade information call the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at
645-4001. We hope to get all the schools
and community organizations in the
parade. Overall we are looking forward to
a fantastic Flatlander’s this year!

Here’s another event to keep in mind:
The Ranchos Library Summer Reading
Program entitled, Get a Clue @ the
Library. The theme this year is mystery
solving. We will have great books to read,
reading logs, contests, puzzles, prizes,
entertainment, and lots of fun each week.
The kick-off night will be June 21. Watch
for more details in the next few months. 

Reminders: Monday Story Time is 11
a.m. with Mrs. Anderson. The Friends of
the Library meet the first Thursday of
every month at 7 p.m. Everyone is wel-
come.

TAX FORMS are still available! We
can also print any of the other tax forms
for you free of charge. 

Book Recommendations

Adult Fiction: The Kite Runner
written by Khaled Hosseini. This book
has been on the best-seller list for a cou-
ple of years because it is not only well-
written but it is such a moving story. Amir
and his father Baba live in an affluent
Pashtun neighborhood in Kabul,
Afghanistan in the 1970’s when times are
good or at least better than what they have
become. They have two servants, Ali and
his son, Hassan, who live in a hut in the
backyard. Ali and Hassan are Hazaras, a
Mongolian-decent tribe who are Shiite
Muslims. The Pashtuns are Sunni

Muslims who
have oppressed
the Shia’s for
generat ions .
Despite their
d i f f e r e n t
social strata,
the two
boys are
b e s t
f r i e n d s
a n d
o f t e n
p l a y
togeth-

er. When
Amir goes to

school, Hassan helps

his father with the household chores. The
servant Hassan is brave, loyal, modest and
kind. The privileged Amir is cowardly and
jealous of any attention he receives from
Baba. The different personalities come to
the forefront in a defining moment that
causes their peaceful home to crumble.
Shortly afterward the whole country
erupts in turmoil as first the Russians then
the Taliban seize control. Wracked with
guilt, Amir longs for redemption as he
grows up in the U.S. He finally gets his
opportunity years later when a phone call
from an old friend asks for his help. This
compelling story gives real insight into
the cultural problems and continued vio-
lence in Afghanistan from the personal
perspective of the author. It may be fiction
but it has a ring of truth to it in the char-
acters and the bleak view of the struggle
for control. 

Adult Fiction: The Blackbird House
by Alice Hoffman. The story begins with
John Hadley, an eighteenth century Cape

Cod fisherman
who builds a
sturdy house for
his wife and
two sons away
from the sea.
He wants to
quit fishing
and grow
corn and
t u r n i p s ,
r a i s e
m i l k
c o w s

and sheep. His
youngest son Isaac has a pet

blackbird that rides in his pocket. John’s
wife, Coral, begs her husband not to take
the boys in the boat, but alas he does and
all are lost at sea including Isaac’s black-
bird. For a year, Coral would not believe
that her family was gone. Then one spring
day a blackbird appears and taps at her
door. Despite the fact that the bird is now
completely white, Coral knows it’s Isaac’s
bird and she knows at last that they are
truly gone. Each chapter that follows is
another story in the same house decades
later with a different family and different
problems. The white blackbird is always
present just at a pivotal moment in the
family’s lives. Beautifully crafted to grab
your heart, these stories will remind you
of the resilience of human life. 

Juvenile Picture Book: Quiet by
Paul Bright and illustrated

by Guy Parker-
Rees.

Mama and Papa
lion try to keep all the ani-
mals in the jungle quiet so baby Leo can
have his nap. Papa gets angry with all the
squawking, chirping, swooping and
splashing that the other animals make so
he threatens to gobble up the first one who
wakes up baby Leo. The beautiful illustra-
tions and the not-so-surprising ending
make this a fun book to read to small chil-
dren. 

Check out these books and more
at the library and remember your
library card … don’t leave home
without it!

3/07

G
o
ld

en
 V

a
ll

ey
 C

h
a
m

b
er

2007 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: May 5, 2007

Group        Individual         Business  

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Topper along Ave. 12 to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials

and agree to release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from  loss, damage, and/or injury to any per-
son or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name
Individual entry or
responsible person’s name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry?     Yes      No
Approx. number of participants           Approx. length       ft.

Entry Category (select ONE which most closely suits your entry):
Horses (Single)     Horses (Group) Explain:
Floats (Band) Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:    
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring or mail this form by April 26 to: Golden Valley Chamber 37167 Ave. 12
Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 or call 645-4001

Parade Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature:                                                 Date:

3/
07
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Editorial Random Notes

559-645-0634
37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
All contents of this publication are copyright 2007, all rights reserved. Reprinting

without the permission of the copyright holder is forbidden by law.
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsi-

ble for the content. The information gathered for this publication is from sources that are
considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed. Opinions expressed in advertisements
or articles remain the opinion of the writer.
Randy Bailey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editor
Tina Shannon . . . . Advertising Sales
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I hate to start off on a sad note, but sometimes you just have to. I don’t
know about you but I really enjoyed Woody Laughnan’s
“Olde Cowboy” column in the Ranchos
Independent. It literally made me laugh out
loud on more than one occasion. It seems that
his beloved wife has lost a long battle with
cancer. I had no way of knowing that when I
contacted him about more Cowboy articles. “I
just don’t feel funny right now,” was all he said.
I understand. He said he may start writing when
he feels it again. Our prayers are with him.

I try to be accurate but sometime the runner
stumbles. In last month’s Ranchos Independent I
said that the Taxpayers Association of Madera
County voted unanimously to recommend Castle
& Cooke accept whatever the School District was
offering. That’s not exactly correct. They voted that Castle & Cooke accept the terms if

they were reasonable so that the development would
not be slowed down. Sorry.

Those of you who expressed an interest in help-
ing with the Flatlander’s Day Parade need to show up
at a meeting at the Chamber office at 37167 Ave. 12
#5C on Wednesday, April 4 at 6:30 p.m. It will all
be explained to you at that time. PLEASE don’t
forget - the parade is resting on its volunteers. Call
645-4001 if you have any questions.

I was only able to include a handful of pic-
tures  from the Chamber Crab Feed in this
month’s issue of the Ranchos Independent. If

you want to see more, got to www.theranchos.com.
There’s a link on the front page that will take you to tons of photos.

That’s also where you can find archives of the Ranchos Independent back to April of
2006. The Website is a great resource for Ranchos
folks and we need to take advantage of it.

I got a report last week that what appeared to be
vagrants were setting up a tent and living behind the
homes around Road 37 and Cloverleaf. One of the
neighbors over there caught them going through a
neighbor’s trash looking for recyclables and
pulling a wagon that belonged to some neighbor-
hood children. When confronted about what they
were doing there and where they got the wagon,
they replied that the neighbor said they could
have them. Well, this neighbor didn’t buy it,
went and knocked on the other neighbor’s door
to see if the story checked out and guess who
wasn’t even home - you guessed it. He called the
Sheriff’s Department but when they arrived the vagrants were gone.
A few days later he saw them again and took pictures while calling the Sheriff but can

you guess what happened? Yep - gone by
the time they arrived. They might be harm-
less but they’re obviously not truthful so
keep your eyes open. It appears to be a
young guy and girl with a third guy who’s
reported to be huge.

Finally, I gotta’ mention the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors’ biggest event of
the year. I’m talking about their 15th
Annual Home and Garden Festival on
Saturday, April 7 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
They are pulling out all the stops this year.
They are featuring a craft show, baked
goods, food vendors, plants, trees, a bou-
tique, a raffle, merchandise from the
Treasure House and there’s even more! If
you get there between 6:30 and 9:30 a.m.
they’re offering a biscuit and gravy break-
fast for only $5. I can think of few things
that will motivate me in the morning like
biscuits and gravy can.

This even has become a Ranchos tra-
dition and you need to check it out on their
big 15 anniversary.

See you there.

It has been said

that politics is

the second

oldest pro-

fession.  I

have learned

that it bears

a striking

resemblance

to the first.

TThhee
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I’ve talked before about the impor-
tance of the Ranchos becoming an
autonomous unit. Incorporating. The
“town” of Madera Ranchos, California.
Whatever. And the usual response I get is,
“We can’t do that” or “We looked into
that once and it won’t work.” Mostly I
get, “Why?”

Here’s why.
On Tuesday, Feb. 27 the Madera

County Board of Supervisors decided
they knew what was better to do with a
chunk of money earmarked for the unin-
corporated parts of the county (that’s US)
and took $3.2 million dollars of Measure
A money because they needed a bridge
over Highway 99 for a new development
that was a little land locked. Rather than
have the City of Madera hold the devel-
oper’s feet to the fire and make them pick
up the tab (like everyone is expecting
Castle & Cooke to do for every aspect of
Gateway Village), instead they’ll just take
money from us for their project and then
promise to pay it back with a wink and a
smile. Why go out and work for the
money when you can just take it?

The problem is that the Board of
Supervisors is a stacked deck. There’s our
Supervisor, Frank Bigelow, and the
mountains’ representative, Tom Wheeler,
but they’re always going to be outgunned
by the representatives for the City of
Madera, namely Ronn Domenici, Max
Rodriguez and Chowchilla’s Vern Moss.

This taking of $3.2 million is a clas-
sic example. You would think an expendi-
ture of that size, involving transferring of
funds from one or two districts to anoth-
er, would at least involve making it an
agenda item at the Board of Supervisor’s
meeting. I know I just live in the
Ranchos, but $3.2 million sure SEEMS
like a lot of money to me. You would

think there would be opportunity for pub-
lic debate, possibly from the people on
Avenue 7 or up on Road 415 who have
been waiting forever for it to be their turn
to get the county to finally fix their roads
with these funds that had been promised
to them. 

Nope.
Snuck into the Feb. 27 meeting as a

“time sensitive” matter, the only thing
that came to light that day was just how
much more important City of Madera
growth and infrastructure are than us.
“Time sensitive”? You mean they build a
development and then all of a sudden say,
“Oops - I guess we need a bridge to get in
and out of here”?

And in the spirit of cooperation,
Bigelow said that he understood transfer-
ring dollars back and forth between areas
of the county where the need is greatest,
he just wants to know when and how HIS
area is going to get paid back. To this
Supervisor Domenici said, “We have to
work together. If we continually say ‘how
are we going to get paid back?’ this is
ridiculous.”

Madera City Councilman Gary
Svanda explained that it was all just a
matter of trust and that the Board should
simply trust that the council would pay
back the county areas in the future.
Sometime. Maybe. Nudge nudge, wink
wink.

And there you have it.
It’s ridiculous that the unincorporat-

ed areas should even question what the
REAL parts of the county are doing.
Anyway, just trust them to do the right
thing and everything will be OK.

For them.
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it until

I die: If you don’t get what you want, you
get what you deserve.

Feel the Gun in Your Back?
It’s Just the Board of Supervisors
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Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center • 37330 Berkshire, Madera Ranchos
Refreshments • Call 645-4001 for More Information

Wednesday Evening, April 25 at 7 p.m.

This will be Frank’s first community meeting of the year.
Please join us for an interesting and informative evening!

Madera County
District #1 Supervisor
Frank Bigelow

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
TOWN HALL MEETING

with Guest Speaker

Invites you to a
3/
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Letters

Dear Editor:

I have been picking up grandchildren
from Sierra View for the past 11 years and
from Liberty High for three years, and each
year I get more frustrated than the year
before.

Sierra View Elementary
Mr. Tefft, I understand you are a won-

derful principal, well-liked by everyone
and doing a great job with the children and
parents but I think you have a lot to be
desired as a traffic controller. Why do you
allow cars to park in the driveway waiting
for their children to get out of school? I
have seen cars, trucks and vans pull into
the driveway just after 2 p.m. and park
themselves awaiting the arrival of their
children at 2:30. This seriously jeopardizes
the lives of those children who have to
cross the driveway to get to their parent’s
autos. I’ve seen cars slam on brakes as they
were trying to pass these autos when a
child darts out to go around these parked
cars. I don’t like to compare people – BUT
when Mr. Foster was there, he didn’t allow
the parking in the driveway. The vice prin-
cipal, Mrs. Kelly, substituted for Mr. Foster
occasionally and she didn’t put up with
anything. I can still remember her looking
like a New York City traffic cop pointing
her finger and demanding, “Find a parking
space, or go around – no parking in the
drive way!” I loved it and it was much,
much safer.

Recently, I pulled out of the parking
lot wanting to go north on Paula, but there
were 12 (yes, 12) cars waiting to get into
the lot to pick up their children all because
of illegally parked cars in the driveway!
Isn’t that a traffic hazard and, more impor-
tantly, a safety hazard?

I can’t tell you how many cars I have
seen parking illegally in the NO PARKING
zone (both in front of the school and around

on the south end) in – or parallel to – the
Handicapped parking spots. I would bet if
you had a $50 traffic fine for each of these –
just this year – you would have enough
money to stock two or three class rooms
with supplies to last the balance of the year.

When I first started picking up my
grandchildren, I parked in the lot in front of
the school. However, with all the cars
parked in the driveway it became such a
hassle trying to back out that I started park-
ing on the south side but there are so few
empty spots there. I’ve even considered
parking up in front of the Multi-Purpose
building (with a number of other parents)
but that can be ask-
ing for trouble as the
children have to
cross the trouble
parking lot to get up
to the Multi-Purpose
parking lot. Drivers
come around the
corner in front of the
office like a bat out
of kingdom come.
There is a woman
that drives a mini-
van that I’ve seen on
two occasions driving so fast around that
corner that she had to slam on her brakes to
keep from hitting someone.

Liberty High School
My first question is: “Who is the idiot

that designed and approved the circle drive
around the front of the school?” What a
traffic jam that can be! I can’t believe that
people would double park there, waiting
for their children – thus holding up traffic
behind them – including buses trying to get
to the middle school. Or parking in front of
the fire hydrant, causing buses to circle
wide, or wait until the vehicle moves so it
can continue around. Why isn’t that part of
the sidewalk painted red? I was sitting in

the parking lot waiting for my grandson
watching these “adults” and saw a woman
double park her SUV and get out and go
into the office! A bus had to wait until she
came out and drive off. Several times I’ve
seen buses wait for people to move before
they can get through. How frustrating that
must be for them. I’m sure they have air
horns on their buses and I’m waiting for the
day that they use them. THAT would get
traffic moving!

Now, for the student parking lot. If I
can get a space in the circle I try to get there
as the lot is a nightmare. I know the stu-
dents are anxious to get going, BUT they

drive in those lots
like they are the only
ones there. As they
drive east getting out
of the lot, there is
usually a long line of
vehicles waiting
their turn to get out
and usually they do
a good job, but there
have been a couple
of incidents that
should be addressed.
Not long ago, I saw

a young man in an older pickup roar about
25 mph to the front of that line and force
his vehicle into line so he could get out
before anyone else. Twice I have seen cars
back into each other getting out of their
spaces. The first one, a few weeks ago was
two students. After their cars hit, the driv-
ers got out and looked at the damage,
laughed, got back into their cars and drove
off. Friday, I was in the lot waiting (no
spots available in the circle) when a woman
in a van whose daughter had just gotten in
started backing out. At the same time a
young man got into his vehicle behind her
and without looking started backing out
and you guessed it – wham! They both got

out and surveyed the damage which was
slight, but the kid acted like it was the
woman’s fault when in fact it was his. I’d
like to have gotten out and given that kid a
piece of my mind but I knew better.

In the parking lot directly in front of
the theatre, there are two or three handicap
parking spots and there are always several
cars that park in front of them waiting for
their students. Every time I see them
parked there, I wish they could be fined
and the school could collect the money.

Board of Trustees
I invite you, since you are responsible

for our students, to come to the parking lot,
arriving about 2 p.m. at Sierra View and
before 3 p.m. at Liberty High and observe for
yourself the problems as I have seen them.

I hope you can and will do something
about this, but thank you for letting me
vent. My main question through all of this
is not only the safety of our children, but
what are we teaching them? If they see us
parking illegally in the lot, in the No
Parking space or blocking a handicap spot
– are we telling them it is ok?

When I told the boys I was going to
write a letter to you about the problems as
I saw them, they asked me not to tell my
name as they were afraid of getting in trou-
ble from the principals or teachers. So to
honor their wishes I won’t, but believe me,
this is no joke.

I’m sending a copy of this letter to the
Madera County Sheriff’s department and
the Madera office of the California
Highway Patrol. I realize they probably
don’t have jurisdiction on the school sites,
but I would bet that when, (not if) some-
thing happens, one or both will be called.

Name Withheld Upon Request
Madera Ranchos

Please see LETTERS on P. 14 

I’m sending a copy of this let-
ter to the Madera County Sheriff’s
department and the Madera office
of the California Highway Patrol.
I realize they probably don’t have
jurisdiction on the school sites,
but I would bet that when, (not if)
something happens, one or both
will be called.
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Puzzle
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MAGIC MAZE

FFiinnee  QQuuaalliittyy  CCrraaffttmmaannsshhiipp

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair
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1-800-2-madera www.maderaauto.com

1300  Country Club Dr. • Madera

674-9000 • 674-8142 (fax)
Fleet & Senior Sales Manager
CallMerrell Bradford

2007
Chevy

Silverado

2007
Toyota
Camry

madera auto center
Chevrolet Toyota

Get a basket full of savings on a New or Used Auto at
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������
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37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos

645-0122 Next to the
Pizza Facory

Internet Ready Computers
Starting at $200 complete, DVD burners $65

Spring & Easter Special
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LHS Students Earn Medals at State Academic Decathlon

Liberty High had two students, Brittney Bergan and Dustin Moses, earn individ-
ual medals at the California Academic Decathlon held in Los Angeles March 15-18.
On the Liberty High Decathlon Team, Hannah Aschcraft was the top scoring member.
The team is coached by Trent Wilson who is coaching for the first time. The team
members are Hanna Ashcraft, Lilian Gong, Kayla Hodges, Ezequiel Lihosit, Dustin
Moses, Nicole Negrete, Britney Neufeld, Brandon Schlueter and Serena Walker.

Local Businesses Support School Association’s “It’s All Here” Campaign

Local businesses are enthusiastically supporting Madera County School Boards
Association’s “It’s All Here!” campaign. The Real Estate Network, Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce, Wilkins Enterprises, Citizens Business Bank, Edward
Campbell and Associates, Bresee Properties, Continental Realty, Jerry Eddings
Realtors, North Fork Rancheria, Madera Unified and Charles Diaz Trucking are a few
of the companies partnering with Madera County School Boards Association.

“It’s All Here” campaign was launched in 2005 to showcase schools throughout
Madera County. “It is a known fact that great schools create strong communities and
strong communities help establish bright futures for all,” MCSBA President Mona
Diaz said.

If your business would like to join in promoting Madera County Schools, contact
the Association President Mona Diaz at monadiaz@earthlink.net or visit its Website at
www.maderacountyschools.org.

Liberty High Sober Graduation

Liberty High School’s Third Sober Grad Night is coming May 31. Sponsored by
our local CHP and the Sober Grad Committee, it is designed as an incentive to help
keep the graduates at a safe party away from the hazards of the roads on graduation
night by offering dancing, jousting, Velcro wall, poker, blackjack and other activities.

Sober Grad needs donations for the 2007 event and they can be taken directly to
Liberty High or you can contact Kathy Gorman, Committee Chairperson, at 645-0262
for more information.

Help Our Ranchos Farmers March 19 – 30

Sierra View, Webster, Ranchos Middle, Liberty High and Educational Options
have joined forces with the Madera Farm Bureau to help our valley citrus workers by
raising $5000 in donations of non-perishable food items and cash or checks. All money
raised and/or food donated will go directly to help farm workers get through this rough
time. 

All donations (made out to Foundation for Golden Valley Schools) can be sent to
your child’s school site during the weeks of March 19 – 30. Mark on the memo line
“Ranchos Citrus Fundraiser”.

Pizza Factory will be holding a fundraiser on Thursday, March 29 from 5-9 p.m.
and have offered to donate 50 percent of the profits for Thursday night’s income to this
cause.

RANCHOS NEWS IN BRIEF
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CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS
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TREE FARM
Thousands to Choose From

Great Prices & We Deliver

974-2117
call JOHN FINLEY 35597 AVE 12 1/2

Madera Ranchos
(Corner of AVE 12 1/2 & RD 35 1/2)

CM&N Nursery
3/07
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The Stock Report

Community Helps GV School Board
By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
This has been an exciting week at

Liberty High. The Western Association Of
Schools and Colleges (called WASC for
short) which is a group of five principals
from different areas, have been going
through Liberty High with a fine-toothed
comb to see if Liberty High measures up
to be an accredited school. This is very
important for Liberty High and the stu-
dents that attend there. Parents, teachers
and administrators have put together a
self-study report booklet that is excellent.
When Liberty High opened in 2003-04
Liberty had only 214 students in the ninth
and tenth grades. In 2004-05 the eleventh
grade was added and 2005-06 the twelfth
grade was added and we became a real
four-year high school for the first time. In
2006-07 we now have 614 students at
Liberty. When Liberty High was built it
was built in phases. The first phase is
what you see on the campus now. Liberty
was built for 600 students with the first
community bond. An additional wing of
classrooms was completed last year.
Principal Andy Alvarado says Liberty
High is built around the three “A’s,”
which are Academics, Athletics and
Activities. Parents play an integral part in
the development of the school culture. Go
Hawks!

There are many things going on all at
the same time, sometimes it is hard to
keep up with them all. My calendar is
very filled with all of the meetings. As
always the Golden Valley School District
has reached out to the community for help
to put some district pieces together. In
anticipation of Golden Valley’s future
growth, the School Board approved the
establishment of a GVUSD Citizens’
Facilities Advisory Committee in
October, 2006. The Committee is made up
of a cross-section of local citizens. The
Committee was asked to develop recom-
mendations for the School Board that
addressed design parameters for future
facilities including but not limited to the
following:

• Grade configurations
• School capacities
• School site acreage
• School design requirements and

other related topics.
These ideas will be used to give

direction and guidance for all developers
in the future, with regard to the sitting and
development of schools and in collaborat-
ing with the development community in
the financing of future school facilities.
The school board hired Mr. Marshall
Krupp and Dr. Roger Oraze as Facilities
Consultants as facilitators to gain consen-
sus from the committee on these items.
These are the types of things that the
school board needs to share with all
developers that will be building houses in
our school district. The Board will be con-

sidering the Committee’s recommenda-
tions at the March 27 Board meeting.

In the meantime, the District is con-
tinuing to watch over and participate in
the consideration of the various residen-
tial development projects that are pro-
posed in the eastern Madera County and
within the Golden Valley School District,
which will have an effect on the future
facilities and services offered by the
District.

On Jan. 12, 2007 the School Board
adopted Resolution #2006-10 which
established a Bond Oversight Committee
and approved its bylaws. They will pro-
vide assistance and technical support to
assist the committee in their duties. Listed
below are the community members who
have volunteered to serve on the commit-
tee:

Christine Reichmuth
Linda Bresse
Kent Ridge
Jan DeWoody
Marie Sell
Brad McDonald
Ron Osborn
Again community members have

stepped forward when the School Board
needed them. Thank you!

Various community members were
asked to give what kind of characteristics
the new superintendent for Golden Valley
Unified should have. Many community
people answered the call with their ideas
about the kind of person we should be
looking for. Also they identified many of
the issues that a new superintendent will
be facing. We know that the school dis-
trict will continue to change in the coming
years.

I want to thank all of the community
members who have gotten involved to
make our school district a great place to
educate children. The Madera County
Grand Jury toured Liberty High School
and expressed the opinion that Liberty
was a high school of excellent caliber.
The conclusion of its 2006-07 final report
stated that Golden Valley Unified should
be rated as an excellent school district.
Also they stated that parents whose chil-
dren attend any of the schools in the dis-
trict should be aware of the fact that their
children are receiving an excellent educa-
tion in a safe and up-to-date school sys-
tem.

Mark your calendars for the Ranchos
Hills Senior’s annual Spring and Garden
Festival at the Ranchos Hills Senior cen-
ter on Saturday, April 7 from 6 a.m. to 1
p.m.

The Flatlanders Parade is coming on
May 5. If you are going to enter the parade
you need to stop by the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce office and pick up a
form. Sierra View Elementary will also
have their carnival on May 5 from 4 to 6
p.m.

Hope to see you at the next school
board meting.

Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE 
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation (50 miles), durable

urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits & state tax

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

OUR

CREMATIO
N

PRIC
E IN

 M
ADERA

$ 1299.89

3/07
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Get  Ready  For  Spring!
TTuunnee-UUpp

YYoouurr  YYaarrdd
GGeeaarr!!

661-0355
1097 S. Granada    Suite #B      Madera

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

Regular Tune-Up With This Coupon

$1000 OFF
Spring is Here!

Lawnmowers • Edgers • String Trimmers

Expires 4/16/07

HAPPY
EASTER

3/07

Coverage Can Be Tailored to Meet Your
Needs and Budget!
Your Choice of Doctors and Hospitals!
NO NETWORK!
24-Hour WorldWideCoverage!*
On & Off the Job Coverage!**
You CANNOT be Singled
Out for Rate Increase!
You CANNOT be Singled
Out for Cancellation!

7 REASONS TO CALL TODAY

Association membership is required.
Insurance plans are underwritten by Mid-West National Life Insurance Company of Tennessee. Home Office: Oklahoma
City, OK. *Within first 30 days of travel outside U.S. and Canada. **Provided you are not covered under any Worker’s
Comp or similar plan. MW/000173 Exp.06-07

Licensed Insurance Agent
Cindy Vail

CA License #OE81172
559-674-5450 Office
559-871--2641 Cell
cvail@mw-ins.com

www.cindyvail.mw-ins.com
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10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

37 Years 

Experience

3/
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Yearn to Learn

Applying School to the Real World
By Paul Savala

Teachers are a funny crowd. It’s easy to
see them in a very simple, caricatured man-
ner because of their job descriptions. Math,
English, Science; we view them as the pur-
veyors of a knowledge that we once had, but
quickly forgot. The teachers I had when I was
in school also form my view of educators. As
a student you know a teacher as a last-named
lady who occupies one hour of your life and
then disappear in the ether the moment you
leave school grounds. But who are these peo-
ple that we trust with our children’s futures
and livelihood? 

Several local teachers allowed me into
their lives this past week to talk about being
a teacher, dealing with a new generation of
students and the school system in the
Ranchos. None of them saw this as an inter-
view for a newspaper column, because
frankly, the idea to write this didn’t come to
me until much later. Rather we talked open-
ly about their jobs and what they hope to
accomplish.

Student testing methods is a controver-
sial subject. Standardized testing has been
decried publicly by many teachers nation-
wide and these teachers largely echoed this
same sentiment. Most felt that the focus on
standards prevented them from going deep-
er with students on areas in which they
struggled. In fact one teacher mentioned that
at a different school district she had asked
the school to break one class into two
because the standards required were so far-
reaching she couldn’t do them justice in one
year. On the other end, the teachers said
their school was generally supportive of
their struggles and saw it as a state problem,
rather than a local administration problem.

Even though there was a consensus on
standardized testing, traditional classroom
testing was another matter. Some teachers
felt that tests should be the primary aim of
the course, with all materials directly related
to test questions, but another group felt that
testing was not the ideal way to assess
knowledge and believed immersive projects
were the way to go. The administration at
one local school believes tests and proj-
ects/homework should hold roughly equal
value in a student’s grade. This balance is
beneficial to smart children who simply
don’t test well, but also holds the possibility
that students can pass a class based largely
on effort, even if they don’t truly understand
the material.

On the innovation front, Liberty High
School is venturing in new directions. Next
year the school will run a grant-funded math
program, Math In Careers Academy
(MICA) that teaches math with a real-world
focus. All the teachers I spoke to were excit-
ed about the program and felt that it would
reap rewards for the students involved.

However, some worried that the extra mate-
rial would allow less time for standardized
testing prep, possibly causing test scores to
suffer. And even though the students may be
gaining a more in-depth knowledge of the
material, those test scores may cast a nega-
tive light on the program. It’s unfortunate
that course descriptions have become so
long that true understanding is often a luxu-
ry which few teachers can afford to teach.

The MICA program’s goal of tying stu-
dents to business applications is an
admirable one. Take a moment to ask your-
self, “Do I know how to factor an equa-
tion?” “Can I recite the dates of WW I and
identify multiple causes for it?” For the
great majority of our readers, the answer is
a resounding “no.” Children are not blind to
this. They see that the topics teachers tell
them are of unparalleled importance are in
fact unknown by the majority of the adult
population. This is why the MICA program
presents such a great opportunity not just for
learning but for relevance. Howard Gardner,
a leading educational scholar, said the fol-
lowing regarding the utility of classroom
courses: “What is missing, in my view, are
contexts in which the deployment of [read-
ing, writing, and arithmetic — the three R’s]
makes sense. Too many students do not see
the three R’s being used productively at
home, nor do they witness their utility in
school; and too few students are presented
with problems, challenges, projects and
opportunities that draw in a natural and pro-
ductive way on these skills.”

It’s so easy to remove school from the
“real world” adults inhabit because of the
discrepancy in the skills required. Some
people argue that school’s true purpose is
not to necessarily supply children with the
knowledge they’ll need in the everyday
world, but to teach them the discipline of
finishing what they start, building a good
work ethic and functioning in a job-like
environment. I agree that school should
(and largely does) enforce many of these
skills, but why can’t we have both sides of
the coin? Why can’t school teach usable
topics and teach these adult skills? This is
in part what the MICA program attempts to
do. It takes an arcane subject (geometry)
and shows how its nuances and strange
theorems can be utilized in real-world situ-
ations like building a house.

I applaud Liberty for stepping in a new
direction and presenting a fresh view of a
stale subject. Let’s hope the larger picture of
possibility overrides the setbacks the pro-
gram may face. Support your schools, sup-
port your children, and support true under-
standing, because knowledge without utility
is simply trivia.

Paul Savala is the owner of Math
Crazy Tutoring in the Madera Ranchos.



March 2007 Page 9

3/07

Madera Ranchos
Seventh-Day Adventist

Group

The God of love, forgiveness
and restorer of lives.

Saturday: Bible Study 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m. to Noon

Potluck: Join us for lunch and fellowship at noon
following services.

37221 Ave. 12 - next to the Ranchos Library

Come worship with us ... 3/
07

645-7540

BOBCAT WORK
• Grading
• Tree holes
• Fence post holes
• Trenching

3/
07

Fourth Annual Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce  All-You-Can-Eat  Crab Feed“ “

All Photos by John Glueck

Past Chamber President Steve Krueger (left) reacts to $500 50/50
winner Andy Hart who said he was spending the money on candy.

The lines at the silent auction tables never let up as people kept
scouting for bargains and making sure theirs was the highest bid.

Chamber member Nicole Lerno (left) was one of two people who
kept the 50/50 ticket sales flying all night long.

Chamber members helped out in the kitchen, seen here preparing
the cake for dessert following the salad, pasta, crab and bread.

Several teenagers volunteered from Liberty High and Ranchos
Middle School to help keep things running smoothly all night. 

Auctioneer Larry Parker kept things moving. Here he’s auctioned a
plate of brownies for $27 and then asks, “Which one did you want?”
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You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -
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By D.J. Becker

A proposed law, the Healthy Pets Act,
AB 1634, would make the spaying and
neutering of all cats and dogs over 4
months of age mandatory. The proposed
law would carry a penalty of a $500 fine
for not spaying or neutering any dog or
cat over 4 months of age and or allowing
them to breed.

Part II of a two-part series

The emotional toll on shelter workers
across the state is high. “People work in
animal control because they love and care
for animals,” Madera County animal shel-
ter director Kirsten Gross said. “The heart-
break and the horror
of putting down
unwanted, healthy
animals day after
day is hard to bear
for shelter workers.”

Gross hopes
this law would pro-
vide a better way to
get people to realize
how important an
issue spaying and
neutering is, both
morally and fiscally.
“It cost Madera County $800,000 to fund
animal control operations in 2006. That
money could be better spent than process-
ing, housing and then destroying these
5,000 animals last year.”

Gross says reducing the huge pet
overpopulation and stopping the breeding
of unwanted dogs and cats is the best way
to control the escalating costs and stop the
slaughter. “If people faced the facts that
we as tax payers are paying such a high
cost to destroy so many domestic dogs and
cats, maybe then they would realize that a
mandatory spay and neuter law is a good
thing,” Gross said. “As Madera County
expands, the pet overpopulation problem
is also going to only grow.”

According to the California Healthy
Pets Act, spaying and neutering also
results in significant public health and
safety benefits, particularly the reduction
of dangers caused by roaming stray ani-
mals, the transmission of rabies and com-
municable animal diseases and the occur-
rences of dog bites. It is well documented
that unaltered dogs are three times more
likely to attack humans and other animals.
The Center for Disease Control statistics
show California suffers the nation’s high-
est occurrences of dog bites, animal
attacks and attack-related fatalities in the
nation. Children are the most common
victims. The Humane Society of the
United States says animals that are spayed
or neutered make better pets, roaming and
fighting is reduced, pets are healthier with
fewer reproductive and health problems.

The mission of animal control is law
enforcement, reunification of lost pets with
owners, pet adoption, recovery of injured
animals and pet education. “Our mission
should not be the wholesale euthanasia and
disposal of unwanted dogs and cats, just
because people were not responsible
enough to prevent unwanted litters,” Gross
said. “Responsibility rests with the pet
owner. The best thing for the pet, the family
and the community is to get the pet fixed.”

Madera County animal shelter has
many animals placed with volunteers in fos-
ter homes, because the shelter does not have
the space to house all the puppies and kit-
tens dropped off at the shelter. “We have a
hard-working, creative, dedicated staff and
a great group of volunteers that raise money,
help with education, fostering and adoption
efforts – but it's just not enough,” Gross
said.

A “Fix It” Ticket for Animals
If enacted, the mandatory spay and

neuter law would be like a “fix it” ticket for
animals Gross said. “We don't want to write
tickets. We want cooperation and compli-
ance. We want to be able to have the tools
to ensure people get their animals fixed and
not allow them to breed indiscriminately,”
she said. “Right now there is no incentive to
stop the constant breeding. This is an
enforcement tool to add to what we already
do on a daily basis now. We would write a
warning ticket and provide the owner every
option to get their animals fixed before pro-
ceeding to the fine.” The law would provide
for discretion and flexibility of permits and
fees at each of the local counties.

For those people that cannot afford
spay and neutering at
a veterinarian, most
shelters have several
low-cost spay and
neuter programs.
“We have one spay
program right now
for as little as a $20
co-pay,” Gross said.
“We cannot convince
enough people to
take advantage of it
even at that low
price. People just

don't seem to want to take the time or the
trouble to get their animals fixed.”

Success on the Coast
In 1995, the County of Santa Cruz

enacted a mandatory spay and neuter ordi-
nance. Mike McFarland, General Manager
of Animal Services for Santa Cruz County
from July 2002, to June of 2006 said, “The
law was highly successful. We initially
had some resistance from breeders, but in
the 10 years since the law went into effect
the number of unwanted animals had
dropped over 50 percent. In 2002 we had
about 10,000 animals come in, and in
2006 the number dropped to under 5,000.
And that's during a period of 18 percent
[human] population growth. It works,”
McFarland said.

The End of Mutts?
“Even with this new law the problem

of pet overpopulation will not disappear
overnight,” Gross said. “As with any new
law it will be a slow process of education,
compliance and enforcement. There will
be a gradual decline each year, with less
animals having to be destroyed each year.
There will be no shortage of mixed breeds
in our life time.”

People can help by making sure their
own pets are fixed and encourage their
friends and neighbors to do so. Report pet
owners that allow continual breeding of
unwanted pets so that education and assis-
tance can be provided, Gross suggested.
“Calling your local and state representa-
tives and letting them know you support
this bill would also be helpful,” Gross
said.

“Of course, when this law goes into
effect we will be overwhelmed with
requests for low cost financial spay and
neuter assistance,” she said. “Anyone that
would like to help with that can make a
donation to the Friends of Madera County
Animal Shelter so we can continue to pro-
vide this option.”

Gross acknowledged that some peo-
ple will resent being told what to do with
their animals. “To them I would say come
and spend a day in an animal shelter. See
the process and see the suffering for
themselves. Putting a stop to the breeding
of unwanted animals is the best way to
stop the euthanasia.”

A full version of bill AB 1634 is viewable at
www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/07-08/bill/asm/ab_1601-
1650/ab_1634_bill_20070223_introduced.pdf.

Mandatory Pet Spay/Neuter Law
Would Impact Madera County

3/07

from Hal, Maryann, Christine
& the Staff

Madera Ranchos • 645-7011
37184 Ave. 12 (next to subway)
We Deliver!

LARGE SALAD
FREE

with purchase of any XL pizza • expires 5/31/07
not valid with any other offer
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Happy Easter
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Annual Spring Event
Happens Saturday, April 7
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

By Eleanore Burchell

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center,
located at 37330 Berkshire, is celebrating
the green this month while also planning
our 15th Annual Spring Home and Garden
Festival for April 7.

We would like to wish everyone a
very happy St. Patrick’s Day, the day
which honors St. Patrick, the patron saint
of Ireland. Here in the United States,
Americans march in parades, dance the
Irish jig and gather to sing Irish songs.
People wear green in memory of Ireland,

the Emerald Isle. Some wear shamrocks, a
clover with three leaves. New York City
has the largest parade and celebration with
Savanna, Georgia coming in second. For
the past three or four years, our member-
ship has celebrated with a corn beef and
cabbage dinner which we enjoyed again
on Saturday, March 17.

March 17 was not the day St. Patrick
was born but the day he died. Even though
we don’t know the date of his birth, most
scholars believe the year was 385 AD and
the year of his death was 461 AD.

St. Patrick was born in Wales, studied
religion to become a priest and then went
to Ireland to teach the people about God.
There are many wonderful stories about
St. Patrick, some true and some not so
true. The most famous legend is that he

drove the snakes out of Ireland. This did
not happen but the Irish will tell you that
you cannot find a snake throughout the
whole country of Ireland.

The next monthly sale is the BIG
ONE for the year, namely our 15th Annual
Spring Home and Garden Festival,
Saturday, April 7, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please
mark your calendar and make plans to be
here with us. Start your day off right with
a $5 biscuits and gravy breakfast from
6:30 to 9:30 a.m. This will be served at the
center. We are fortunate enough to again
have the Master Gardeners with us to con-
duct a plant clinic to help us identify
plants, share cultural information and
diagnose plant diseases. Many vendors
with a variety of their wares, specialties,
crafts, etc. will be here. Raffle tickets will
be available for our beautiful quilt, $250
Rancho Market shopping spree, or a one-
night stay at Bass Lake.

The volunteer fire department men
with their fire truck are a favorite for the
little kids. Last year it was such a thrill to
see the tykes smile and have their eyes
twinkle as they climbed up to see a real
fire truck. Fingerprinting of the children
will be held in the main building. We liter-
ally have something for everyone!

Our garden staff has been busy pot-
ting 130 fruits trees and shrubs. Flats of
pretty flowering plants will also be avail-
able. What is one person’s discard is
another person’s treasure and our Treasure
House has everything from a good used
refrigerator, sofa or end table, to the small-
est little baby socks. Come and check out
the new items. Just follow your nose as the
air will be filled with the baking of hot cin-
namon rolls and fresh coffee. Barbecued
hot dogs, hamburgers and cold drinks will
be available for lunch. The homemade
goodies bake sale and produce sections

and cookbooks will be outside on the
patio. The boutique sale will be held in the
main building.

We don’t want you to forget us during
the week so remember the plants, produce
and boutique sections are available
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday, 6 to 9 p.m. and Thursday
evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

Remember, being happy does not
mean everything is perfect. It means you
have decided to see beyond the imperfec-
tions!

Our next travel adventure will be Oct.
9 through Oct. 22. We will fly to the East
Coast then board a bus. We plan to see the
fall colors of the eastern U.S. and Canada
plus many other sights in the area. For
more information or if interested in joining
the group, call Joann 645-4864 as an
immediate deposit is needed to hold a spot
for you.

The April Birthday and Anniversary
celebration will be held on April 14 at 11
a.m. at Sizzler, 3121 W. Shaw in Fresno.
The March celebration was held on
Saturday, March 10 at 11:30 a.m. at the
Japanese Kitchen, 711 W. Shaw, Clovis.

Remember Tuesdays are BINGO
nights from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

If you need someone to laugh with,
come join our Thursday evening potlucks
with games played afterward. There is a
lot of fun here. Remember laughter is good
for your body and soul.

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-

gram Monday through Friday at 11:30
a.m. Suggested price for 60 years and
older is $1.75. Reservations are needed a
day in advance so remember to call Joann
at 645-4864. There is still room in the

3/
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The BIG ONE: Seniors’ 15th Annual Spring Home and Garden  Festival

Please see SENIORS on P. 12
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well-attended exercise class on Monday,
Wednesday and Fridays, 10:15 to 11:30
a.m. The Line Dancing class resumed on
Thursday, Jan. 11 at 1 p.m. This combines
fun and exercise. You need not be a mem-
ber to attend these classes. The attendance
has been growing but there is always room
for one more – you! Come to think of it,
there is room for two more – you and your
friend.

Up and Coming Events
March 29, 6 p.m. Monthly potluck
with Italian/Pasta theme followed by
Hand and Foot, Pinochle or other
games.
April 7, 15th Annual Home and
Garden Festival, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Biscuits and Gravy Breakfast starts at
6:30 a.m. 

April 14, 11 a.m. Birthday and
Anniversary Celebration, Sizzler, 3121 W.
Shaw, Fresno.

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations need-
ed, call Joann 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until ???
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more
available)

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card

BINGO
Wednesday, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Watercolor Painting Class
Thursday, 1 p.m. Line Dancing Class
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then

Hand and Foot, Pinochle or other games
(please bring  your own plate and silver-
ware).

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.
Please feel free to come visit our

Senior Center and get acquainted with our
members. We welcome you to come and
be one of us as our organization offers and
promotes social, educational and civic
activities in order to provide a better qual-
ity of life for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation. Hope to see you
soon?

3/
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SENIORS Cont. from P. 11

SSuunnddaayy ddiinnnneerr..
RRooaasstteedd  ttuurrkkeeyy..

FFrreesshhllyy  bbaakkeedd  ppiieess  ssiittttiinngg
oonn  tthhee  wwiinnddoowwssiillll  ......

Turn  back  
the  hands  of  time

Who said that no one makes classic,
beautiful, hard-working aprons like the

ones Grandma used to wear?

CCllaassssiiccRReevveerrssiibbllee
the

is equivalent to two aprons for the price
of one with a different, coordinating

pattern on each side. This
hand-crafted,  American-
made beauty will take you

back to a simpler time.

only

25$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

To order, contact
Lucy Tangrady at 208-855-0830

or by email at ltangrady@aol.com
3/07

www.itzsewlucy.com

If you are interested in
helping the elderly

with non-medical care
Call Home Instead
Job Line 265-3110

3/07

Extraordinary
Caregivers

Needed

Car w/insurance required
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Summer is just a Hop,
Skip and Jump Away

WE DO SERVICE &
WARRANTY REPAIR

ON ALL MAKES
AND MODELS!

WE DO SERVICE &
WARRANTY REPAIR

ON ALL MAKES
AND MODELS!

WE ACCEPT MOST COMPETITORS’ COUPONS • CALL FOR DETAILS
Financing Available O.A.C.

Brian’s Heating & Cooling

Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor #862395

Brian’s Heating & Cooling

Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor #862395

675-1681675-1681

3
/0

7

5500$

(EXCLUDING WEEKENDS)

SERVICE CALL
for ONLY

call Brian’s Heating
and Cooling for

A/C
TUNE UPS
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A Letter to the Ranchos
and Rolling Hills Communities

Dear Editor:

There has been quite a bit of conversa-
tion lately throughout the Ranchos
Community about the Gateway Village
project, and especially about the impacts
that the project will have on Golden Valley
Unified School District. Having been part
of the community now for more than 12
years, I have seen how various topics can
“catch fire” in the Ranchos. No topic can
raise community interest more than any
discussion relating to schools. I thought
that it might serve us all well if I tried to
shed some light on certain facts as I know
them.

As the local representative for Castle
& Cooke, I have had the opportunity to
become involved in many community
events, programs, organizations and issues.
Over the years, I have made many friends
and established valuable professional rela-
tionships. I have learned that the Ranchos
community is a very special place. The
Ranchos is a great “family town.” It’s a
great place for kids to grow up. It’s a place
where you can know your neighbors.

In my professional career, I have had
the opportunity over the years to work on
many exciting projects in many different
locations. It is important to me that the
projects I have been involved with are
responsibly planned and are of the highest
quality. For these reasons, it has been my
pleasure to represent Castle & Cooke and
the Gateway Village project. Castle &
Cooke has the reputation for building qual-
ity, sustainable projects that provide good
value, both now and into the future. Castle
& Cooke incorporates “leading edge” plan-
ning principles and delivers extensively
researched and affordably priced residen-
tial and commercial properties to the mar-
ketplace. Through the implementation of a
program called “ComfortWise,” Castle &
Cooke’s newer projects have introduced
“green” building practices, including solar
and photo-voltaic technologies. Other
responsible building practices have helped
create new homes that consume less ener-
gy and other important resources.
Commitment to quality and customer satis-
faction are important.

Projects like Gateway Village take
several years (15 to 20) to complete. In
order for the project to enjoy continued
success, it is important that the steps that
are taken today will “add value” to the
homes and businesses that will be built
over time. It is important that the project
earn a reputation for quality. Without this
reputation, the project cannot become an
enduring new community and Castle &
Cooke will not have achieved its economic
potential. Castle & Cooke has several
examples of successful planned communi-
ties in California, Arizona, Hawaii and
Florida. I invite you to look at these com-
munities through Castle & Cooke’s
Website, www.castlecooke.com/live.html.
On this site, you can see photographs and
read detailed information on the contents
of each community.

Along with Castle & Cooke’s commit-
ment to quality comes the commitment to
being a good neighbor and community
member. Castle & Cooke maintains an
active community presence throughout the
planning and development of each planned
community. As was mentioned above,
sometimes this involvement can span
decades.

I am one who believes that talking
about one’s own good deeds can detract
from the giving. However, under the cir-
cumstances, I think it may be helpful to
describe some of Castle & Cooke’s
involvement in the Ranchos community. 

Castle & Cooke was, and is, a found-

ing charter member of the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce. We realize that
one of the strengths of any community is
healthy and vibrant local business. In order
for business to grow and prosper, a network
needs to be established that can gather and
disseminate needed information to local
business owners and leaders. The Golden
Valley Chamber has worked hard over the
years to provide community activities and
programs that can help local business and
the community at large to prosper. I per-
sonally have been a member of both the
Madera Chamber and our local Chamber,
and I have served on the board and am a
past President of the Golden Valley
Chamber. I am proud of the fact that
Golden Valley Chamber membership has
continued to grow each year since its
inception.

Among other things, I have served as
event committee chairman, helping plan,
organize and host various community
events and programs including the
Flatlander’s Day Parade (and KMJ Radio’s
annual involvement), the Labor Day
Community Picnic and the Chamber’s
quarterly “Town Hall Meetings.” The quar-
terly meetings have included guest speak-
ers Frank Bigelow, Mike Villines, Dave
Cogdill, Chuck Poochigian, Stell Manfredi,
Bobby Kahn and Chris Mariscotti, to name
a few. This has been an effort to help our
local community and business owners bet-
ter understand important issues that may
have an impact on business at the local,
county and state levels.

In addition, Castle & Cooke and I per-
sonally have supported virtually all of the
other local community organizations

including Kiwanis, Ranchos/Hills Seniors,
Sequoia Chapter of the Boy Scouts,
Madera Ag Boosters, Valley Children’s
Hospital, Ronald McDonald House and the
Rancho’s Library. This participation and
support has occurred consistently over the
last decade and will continue throughout
the development of the Gateway Project.
Castle & Cooke recognizes the importance
and contribution of strong community
organizations to the well-being and pros-
perity of the community as a whole. Again,
it has always been our intention to be

responsible community members.
Finally, I would like to describe the

importance of schools and Castle &
Cooke’s involvement and contribution to
Golden Valley Unified School District.
Much the same as the importance of suc-
cessful community organizations and
viable local businesses, quality local
schools and educational programs are the
heart of any community. Successful (and
locally controlled) school systems lead to
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Easter Buffet
Sunday

at Cat’s Diner • 37193 Ave. 12 • 645-4712

Try the

Sunday, April 8
from 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

3/07
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Please see LETTERS on P. 15
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““HHOOMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  BBIIGG  RROOLLLL””

3300%%  -  6600%%  EEvveerryyddaayy  SSaavviinnggss
11882200  EE..  MMccKKiinnlleeyy  ((NNeeaarr  BBllaacckkssttoonnee))  444455-00220066
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

3/07

Always high quality at good prices! 645-0421 or 479-1321

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909
Call for details. 

Locally Ownedand Operated

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE

3/
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

3/
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Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). 
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
3/07

Joe Street
(559) 674-7770

30946 El Dorado Ct.
Madera, CA 93638

Hardpan Drilling
Jo-De Drilling & Tractor Service

3/07

successful and sustainable communities.
For these reasons, Castle & Cooke has
attempted to quietly support the school dis-
trict – and the local community – since
prior to the district’s inception. I suppose
that there are still a few people in the com-
munity that know of Castle & Cooke’s
extensive involvement. From the time of
formation of the “exploratory committee”
(made up of Ranchos community mem-
bers) until the ultimate reorganization of
Golden Valley Unified out of Madera
Unified, Castle & Cooke has supported the
effort.

Castle & Cooke did not attempt to
lead the committee; only support the com-
mittee’s efforts. We were convinced that
the community needed to lead the way. We
worked with members of the “exploratory
committee” to bring necessary profession-
al expertise to the reorganization effort.
Castle & Cooke funded the costs of both
the consultants and the preparation of nec-
essary documents that led to the successful
district formation. We helped with the
process of successfully introducing the dis-
trict formation idea to the Ranchos com-
munity at large. We are proud to have
helped the community in this manner. It is
the community that did the difficult work.
Again, our contribution and participation
came with no expectations.

Castle & Cooke is currently in the
process of negotiating with Golden Valley
Unified School District to complete an
agreement to provide schools for the future
families that will reside in the Gateway
Village project. I have every reason to
believe that we will be successful. Castle &
Cooke has always stated that it is our obli-
gation to provide for quality schools.
Unfortunately, there has been a lot of mis-
information circulating throughout the
community on this topic. 

Castle & Cooke and GVUSD have
recently collaborated on the adoption of a
“Joint Public Statement” that includes the
following principles:

• We agree that Gateway Village
shall be responsible for the provision of all
school facilities required to serve the stu-
dents generated by the project

• We agree to use rational planning
principles and factual information that can
be verified

• We agree to use “fair share” prin-
ciples – fair to existing residents as well as
new homeowners and future tax-payers

• We agree to meet on a regular
schedule with the intent of finalizing the
agreement prior to county approval of
Gateway Village

• We agree to keep the content of
meetings confidential while good faith
negotiations are proceeding. Information
regarding agreements reached will be
jointly released

We are still early in the negotiating
process. The citizen’s advisory committee
is in the process of completing their rec-
ommendations to the school board. Both
the School District and Castle & Cooke are
gathering needed data. We have agreed on

a meeting schedule that is anticipated to
conclude at the end of May. This is still in
advance of the time we expect project
approval from the county.

In light of our mutual commitment, we
ask that members of the community
patiently wait for the negotiations to
unfold. As I mentioned earlier, I have every
reason to believe that our negotiations will
be successful and we will arrive at a mutu-
ally acceptable agreement for the provision
of schools for Gateway Village. We ask
that the community honor this request in
recognition of Castle & Cooke’s ongoing
commitment to our community. 

Sincerely,

Steve Krueger
Project Manager
Castle & Cooke’s Gateway Village

Dear Editor:

We wish to take this opportunity to express
our profound and deepest gratitude to both Mrs.
Virginia Vick of the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce and Mr. Frank Bigelow of the
Madera County Board of Supervisors.

Buying a Beer and Wine license in the market
is one thing, but getting an approval for our location
in the Madera Ranchos before the Madera County
Board of Supervisors is totally a different matter.
Not knowing where to start we approached Mr.
Bailey, publisher of the Ranchos Independent. After
suggesting to us a few ideas he pointed us in the right
direction, asking us to get in touch with Virginia.
Thank you very much Randy for all your help.

When we first approached Virginia regard-
ing this she gave us a patient hearing and prom-
ised to render all possible help. She sponta-
neously and on her own introduced us to Mr.
Bigelow. This was indeed a praiseworthy ges-
ture on her part. Mr. Bigelow is a repository of
outstanding traits such as courtesy, humility,
devotion and dedication. After hearing our plight
he went to the root of the problem and found a
workable solution for issuance of a Beer and
Wine License.

We want to thank wholeheartedly the Madera
County Planning Department for their help and the
County Board of Supervisors for approving the
issuance of license.

It is with great pleasure we are dedicating
our store “Ranchos Beer and Wine” to Mrs.
Virginia Vick and Mr. Bigelow.

We are greatly indebted to Mr. Ray Husted,
resident of the Ranchos, in helping us give the
store a face lift! We certainly hope our customers
will be impressed by the new look. We are
indeed happy to announce that effective March
15 we opened for business. Prices of all com-
modities have been slashed to the rock bottom to
effectively and efficiently cater to all the needs of
the community in and around the Madera
Ranchos.

Cooperation and patronage of all people are
earnestly solicited.

Sincerely,

Bala and Nari
Ranchos Beer & Wine

LETTERS Cont. from  P. 14
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Safe & Sound

Are Your Home Locks Safe? The Safe & Sound “Key” to “Lock Bumping”

RReeaalliissttiicc  &&  EEffffeeccttiivvee
SSeellff-DDeeffeennssee  TTrraaiinniinngg

KKiiddss  &&  AAdduullttss

WWoorrlldd  RReeccooggnniizzeedd
BBllaacckk  BBeelltt    CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn

GGoollddeenn  VVaalllleeyy  MMaarrttiiaall  AArrttss

Contact  MMasteer  Johnson 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com

SSmmaallll  CCllaasssseess
IInnddiivviidduuaall  
IInnssttrruuccttiioonn

LLiimmiitteedd  SScchhooooll
PPooppuullaattiioonn
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By Dave Johnson

When crooked minds come together on
the Internet to flout the rules, buzz ensues.
The latest illicit craze wending its way
through our internet is "LOCK BUMPING.”
Never heard of it? Neither had most of us
until searches began to spike on the term in
late January. This relatively easy way to pick
a lock began the year with minimal search
activity, but has since skyrocketed over the
past month with thousands of queries.

So what is lock bumping? It involves
shaving down a standard key, inserting it into
a lock and then lightly "bumping" the key. It
is a technique for opening a pin tumbler lock
using a specially crafted “bump key.” One
bump key will work for all locks of the same
type. Voila! Locks open and loot could dis-
appear. A favored trick of thieves, this tech-
nique picked up buzz when how-to videos
began to circulate on the Web. Searches on
"bump keys," "lock bumping keys" and
"lock bumping video" are all on the rise. I’m
not highlighting this thievery related trend to
encourage bad behavior – I just want to let
you know that devious denizens of the Web
are always learning new tricks. What can
you do about it? Maybe you'd be wise to
investigate searches on "alarm systems”
(Next Month’s Topic).

HISTORY
In the 1970s, locksmiths in Denmark

shared a technique for knocking on a lock
cylinder while applying slight pressure to the
back of the lock plug. When the pins would
jump inside of the cylinder, the plug would
be able to slide out freely and disassemble
the lock quickly. The use of a bump key was
not introduced until some time later and was
first recognized as a potential security issue
around 2002-2003 by Klaus Noch who
brought it to the attention of the German
media. After further examination of the pro-
cedure, a white paper was drafted in 2005 by
Barry Wels and Rop Gonggrijp of The Open
Organization Of Lockpickers (TOOOL),
detailing the method and its applicability.
The technique then attracted more popular
attention in 2005 when a Dutch television
show, Nova, broadcast a story about the
method. After the method received further
publicity from TOOOL presentations at
security conference talks, members of
TOOOL and a Dutch consumer group,
Dutch Consumentenbond, analyzed the
capability of the method on 70 different lock
models and with trained and untrained users
in a 2006 study. At the same time, Marc
Weber Tobias, an American security expert,
began to talk publicly in the United States
about the technique and its potential security
threats. In 2006, he released two further
white papers regarding the technique and its
potential legal ramifications.

COUNTERMEASURES
Ironically, more precise manufacturing

tolerances within the cylinder make bumping
easier as the pins move more freely and
smoothly. Also, more expensive locks made
of hardened steel are actually more vulnerable
because they are less prone to damage during
the bumping process which might cause a
cheaper lock to jam. Locks having security
pins (spool or mushroom pins, etc.) – even
when combined with a regular tumbler mech-
anism – generally make bumping somewhat
more difficult, but not impossible. Electronic
locks, magnetic locks and locks using rotating
disks are not vulnerable to this attack.

Because a bump key must have the same
blank profile as the lock it is made to open,
restricted or registered key profiles are much
safer from bumping, as the correct keyblanks
cannot legally be obtained without permission
and/or registration with relevant locksmiths’
associations. Locks made by Medeco, Mul-T-
Lock (sister companies), Schlage and other
manufacturers are advertised to be bump
proof. Medeco and Schlage Primus locks are
advertised as unbumpable due to sidebars that
must be aligned to a specific depth to enable
pin movement and pins chiseled at angles to
further thwart bumping. Locks that have trap
pins which engage when a pin does not sup-
port it will jam a lock's cylinder. Another
countermeasure is shallow drilling, in which
one or more of the pin stacks is drilled slight-
ly less deep than the others. If an attempt were
made on a lock that has shallow drilled pin
stacks the bump key will be unable to bump
the shallow drilled pins as they are too high
for the bump key to engage.

REFERENCES
Take a look at www.medeco.com and

www.mul-t-lockusa.com for more informa-
tion. Contact me. I would love to hear from
you. E-mail me at info@masterjohnson.com.
Your participation is vital and appreciated.
Remember, since we are all in this together,
let’s make it a community project, have
some fun, and increase our level of safety. 

PARENTAL GUIDENCE
Spend some time with your children

reviewing the following sites:
www.amw.com/kids, tcs.cybertipline.com
and www.missingkids.com/adcouncil 

SELF-DEFENSE TIPS: SEEK PRO-
FESSIONAL INSTRUCTION

Protect your space. Always stand at a
slanted angle with one foot back spaced at
about shoulder width. Hands should be
relaxed and held between waist and chest
level. Don’t wait to be hit in order to defend
yourself. KNOW YOUR ENVIRON-
MENT. BE PREPARED TO ACT
INSTANTLY.

Master Johnson is a world recognized secu-
rity and self-defense expert specializing in execu-

tive protection, hand-to-hand, multiple opponents,
and weapon disarms. He is listed in the “Who is
Who” in Martial Arts and was named “Master
Instructor of the Year” 1996 by the World Martial
Arts Hall of Fame. He is the owner of Golden

Valley Martial Arts, Tactical Training
International, Dave Johnson Real Estate, and
operates the World’s only online self-defense and
Black Belt training course at www.masterjohn-
son.com. He can be contacted at 559-917-5262.

Free Estimates • Lic.# 814909
645-0421 or 479-1321

Don’t Get Caught In The Rain!

3/07

CONTINUOUS
GUTTERS

TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand
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Dog Gone Cute Store
PET BOUTIQUE

we deliver!

We carry feed for bettas, fresh water fish, hermit crabs, water
turtles, tortoises, iguanas, small birds, parrots, mice, hamsters,

rats, chinchillas, guinea pigs, ferrets, rabbits, cats, dogs,
chickens, pot-bellied pigs, goats, sheep and horses.

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS 3/

07

3/07
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Prestige Grooming
professional quality       grooming    by appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET
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447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control
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LANDSCAPE  &  GARDENING  SERVICE
Lic.  #B0008113

Tailoring • Alterations • Repairs
25 Years of Experience • Leathers and Much More!

Molly’s Alterations • 645-5527
36619 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos

25 OFF%
Mon -Thu 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Fri 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat 8 a.m. -1 p.m. 

on your next alteration/repair job at Molly’s Alterations

coupon expires May 1, 2007

3/
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Connie Mae Grant
April 14, 1940 - September 27, 2000

We miss you, We love you,
We will never forget you!

Your loving husband, sons, 
daughters and granddaughters

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

3/
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

By Anita Wiegand

This has been a most exciting year for
the Ranchos Youth Football (RYF) Hawks
Senior Cheer Team. They not only rooted
and cheered on our RYF teams, but they
have also competed at many different com-
petitions, including capturing the U.S.A.
National Show Cheer Championship on
March 3 at Disneyland’s California
Adventure Park. This national title was for a
stunt division that the RYF teams had never
competed in before.

The national championship came after
tons of hard work and hours of practice. This
senior team was a combination of our Senior
and Junior football cheerleaders that wanted
to continue on and compete after the football
season ended. The 15-member team consist-
ed of Ranchos Middle School eighth graders
Melissa Aughe, Mandy Heron, Samantha
Lee, Katie Moore, Halee Sabourin and
Carrie Wiegand and Rivergold Middle

School eighth grader Daylinn
McFerrin. Also on the team were
Ranchos Middle School seventh
graders Tiana Bisbee, Haley Ferro,
Emily Lawson, Sarah Niehaus and
Nicole Ray. Rounding out the
team were Webster and Sierra
View sixth graders Paige Dolacki,
Shelby Johnson and Aly Toole.

This year’s senior team com-
peted in three regional competi-
tions and two national competi-
tions. Their competition season
began on Nov. 5 with a trip to
Turlock, Calif. to compete in the
Jamz Regionals where they took
first in show cheer and second in
the pom/dance division. These
victories secured their place to
compete at the Jamz Nationals in
Las Vegas on Feb. 10. With over
500 teams competing during a
four day period, the Senior
Hawks Cheer team placed fourth
in the pom/dance division at this
event.

On Nov. 12 at the Universal
Cheerleaders Association (UCA) Regionals
in San Luis Obispo, the Senior Hawks com-
peted in and won first place in the show
cheer division which qualified them to com-
pete in UCA Nationals in Orlando, Florida.
Due to a conflict with the Jamz Nationals,
the team chose not to attend. On Dec. 9 the
team traveled to Tracy, Calif. to compete in
the U.S.A. regional competition where they
placed third in their show cheer division and
it qualified them to compete at the U.S.A.

Nationals held at Disneyland's California
Adventure Park on March 3. On that day,
these 15 girls with their coaches, advisors
and family members traveled to Disneyland
and walked out on stage to give the perform-
ance of their lives. They were the only team
that hit every mark with perfection, earning
them the National Title and the right to be
called U.S.A. National Show Cheer
Champions.

During all these competitions the team was
judged on its dance skill fundamentals, routine
execution, choreography and showmanship.

The girls had some local support to get
to the National level this year, both from
businesses and individuals, and would like
to thank them for helping make their dreams
a reality: Holiday Pools, Wesco
Distribution, Assured Mortgage, Cool Tool,

Jerry Eddings Realtors, George and Sally
Oliver, Hedrick Chevrolet, Rocco and
Louise Argyilan, California Highway Patrol
Central Division Air Operations Unit, Kim
and Gary Mull, Hurst Hardware, Jewel
Mull, Executive Sr. Sales Director with
Mary Kay Cosmetics, DIM Sportswear,
Kayli and Karissa McFerrin and the RYF
Board of Directors.

The RYF Hawks Senior Cheer Team
coaches were Amber Lee and Charity
Schweikert. The advisors for the team were
Anita Wiegand, Debbie Lawson, Annette
Toole and additional help came from Kristi
Schweikert the RYF cheer coordinator for
the RYF League.

Another award-winning season will
begin sometime after Spring Break and fly-

ers will be sent home with your children. The
RYF League is looking for coaches, team
moms and advisors for the upcoming 2007-
08 season. Anyone interested in applying for
these positions or needing additional infor-
mation can email Cheer Coordinator Kristi
Schweikert at ryfhawkscheer@yahoo.com
or call her at 559-645-4142.

Ranchos RYF Senior Cheerleaders take National Show Cheer Title
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COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available

3/07

WILL DEAL ON
LIMITED, CUSTOM
SIZES

645-19413/
07

AApprriill  77tthh  ••  77::3300  aa..mm..  -  11  pp..mm..
$$2200  ffoorr  aa  1144’’  xx  1122’’  ssppaaccee

Hurst Hardware’s 3rd Annual

& Sale

RReesseerrvveeYYoouurr  SSppoott!!

Sign up at Hurst Hardware with Cheryl • 645-5680 

3/
07

SSppaaccee

LLiimmiitteedd!!

121 N. Gateway Dr.
Madera 674-6735

Valley Feed

Chicks • Ducks
Rabbits

now at

EASTER IS COMING

3/07

Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME

645-4113
500 OFF00$

W/COUPON EXP. 3/31/07

Lic. #273099

ANY COATING JOB

with TEX•COTE instead of paint

• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 3/

07

Frank Kramer Exteriors

The Ranchos Independent

By Ramona Frances

An agency seeking adult mentors for
high risk or disadvantaged children is
reaching out to caring adults in the Madera
Ranchos area who have time to give. Boys
and girls from 6 to 18 years old are waiting
for male or female mentors who can share
positive values and enrich the life of a
child.

Volunteers must be willing to go
through a screening process, be fingerprint-
ed, possess a valid driver's license, have
proof of car insurance, have a concern for
children, be a role model and have refer-
ences of persons who have known them for
a minimum of three years.

“We ask for a one-year commitment,
three to four hours a week. There is no set
schedule. A college student might be wor-
ried about his or her schedule changing and
be hesitant to commit, but the program is
flexible,” Ramirez said.

Nicole Pitarre, a former enrollment
specialist said Big Brothers encourages
mentors to go to a park with their “Little
Brothers” and talk and listen to each other.
The emphasis is not on spending a lot of

money. She said the agency encourages
mentors, called BIGS, to get out with their
mentees, called LITTLES,  and be active in
the community.

For more information call Deanna
Ramirez at 673-4863.

Twelve year old Louis Petroff and his sister,
Jessica, are bowling to raise money for the
Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring program
in Madera. Jessica has been matched with a
mentor but Louis is still waiting. Boys typi-
cally wait longer, sometimes years, to be
matched with a mentor.

Photo by Ramona Frances

Kids in Need of Ranchos Mentors

Two local Ranchos boys, Drew (left) and David Whittemore caught the surprise of their lives while
fishing for striped bass with their Dad on the Delta near Rio Vista on Saturday, Jan. 27.  This
white sturgeon measured 65 inches long and the local bait shop weighed it in at 68 pounds. Its
estimated age is between 15 and 20 years old.

Photo by Wayne Whittemore

The One That DIDN’T Get Away

The deadline created by the Madera
County Law Enforcement Leaders
Association to create the county’s first
ever Peace Officer’s Memorial is fast
approaching. May 2007 is the target and
the race is on to raise
the necessary remain-
ing funds.

The cost to design
and construct the Peace
Officer memorial illus-
trated here is estimated
at approximately
$40,000. To date, the
Association has raised
$26,577.16, more than
half of what is needed to complete the
project.

In an effort to meet the target dead-
line, Sheriff John Anderson is hoping oth-
ers will follow those who have already
made generous donations in an effort to
erect a monument that will forever honor
our fallen Peace Officers.

“A number of communities nation-
wide already have a monument or memo-

rial commemorating law enforcement offi-
cers who lost their lives in the line of
duty,” Anderson said. “Sadly Madera
County has no such memorial.

“Our plan is to place the monument
beside the county’s
already existing monu-
ment, which honors
our military heroes, in
Madera County’s
Courthouse Park.”

The week of May
15 is traditionally rec-
ognized as National
Peace Officer
Memorial Week and

the goal is to have the Madera County
Law Enforcement memorial completed by
Friday, May 18.

Anyone who wishes to contribute to
the construction of the Madera County
Law Enforcement Memorial may send
their donations to Sheriff John P Anderson
c/o Madera County Law Enforcement
Leaders Association, 14143 Road 28
Madera, CA 93638.

County Memorial Needs Your Help
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Business Directory
VELVET TOUCH 

CAR WASH
&

DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

37221 Ave. 12 Maywood Center
645-1202

DVD • VHS • GAMES 
Movies, Shipping and More

TAKE
TWO

VIDEO

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351
SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&&  CChhuucckk’’ss  TTrraannssmmiissssiioonn

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

645-44475

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    263-7864

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

209-742-2251
Gary Suggs

Balance is the key to performance

AFA Certified
Farrier

All phases of farrier science with attention to detail

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811-55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-222-FEET    

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

(222-3338)

CCAALLLL  BBOOBB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B

Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate and Notary Public

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

36711A Ave. 12 • Madera

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Fast Refunds
RALs
Authorized IRS
E-File Provider

Tax Preparers PPlluuss!!

559-645-0972
Madera Ranchos

“Same day
tax prep”

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

ANK
Quality Exteriors, Inc.

General Contractor Lic. #669920
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392
Vinyl Siding • Gutters • Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall Insulation • Dual Pane Windows

Garage Doors • Textured Coatings

CONSUMER  FINANCING
PROGRAMS

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • WINDOW

TEXTURED COATING
SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

WALK-INS AVAILABLE
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
permanent makeup

manicurist
hair salon color, cuts

& highlights

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

Claudia
Fletcher

(559)
297-5348

www.clovisart.com/claudiafletcher.htm

Beautiful
& Lifelike

Original, Custom
Murals & Portraits

645-1600
Brad & Cathy Burford

37167 Ave. 12 #D5
Madera Ranchos

645-1009

hair styles
skin care

professional makeup
permanent makeup

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Senior Pictures
Family Portraits

Weddings
Pet & Livestock

Portraits
Sports Photography

559-479-0943
LynnSandersonPhoto.photoreflect.com

• Refinance
• Fixed, ARMs

and interest only
• “No Income” 

Verification Program
• No money down

“First Time
Homebuyer” 

• Credit problems
and bankruptcy, OK

INFO@RANCHOSMORTGAGE.COM
645-5219

(559) 645-0634  

for sales tomorrow, call

TINA
SHANNON
Today!

The Ranchos Independent
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Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

3/
07

2/07

John Herrera, Realtor

559-217-8947

I have lived in the Ranchos for 27 years. Currently, I am a
member of Ranchos Kiwanis and am a retired law enforce-
ment officer. I am a member of the Fresno and Madera
Multiple Listing Services. Call me and I will explain our mar-
keting programs which start at 2%. If you or anyone you know
is buying a home locally or elsewhere, I am a relocation spe-
cialist. The most important things in your house are the peo-
ple. I don’t sell houses, I work with people. You can search for
homes at www.anyquestions.info. Give me a call today.

Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

3/07

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

3/07

3/
07

Buying?
Selling?

Relocation?

“A local resident in the Bonadelle Ranchos for the last six years, I am
also a member of the Fresno Multiple Listing Service.”

Judy Hart, Realtor

Judy  Hart,  Realtor • 559-479-1429 • onesterileort@hotmail.com 

No one works harder
than Judy Hart to make your

home ownership dreams come true.

3/07

SIERRA REALTORS
“No Excuses Just Results”

41428 Ave. 10 1/2 Ste.B
Madera, CA 93638

Oscar Anaya
Senior Loan Officer

645-75403/
07

17308 Road 37
Newer custom home on 2.25± acres. 5BD/3BAw/tons of
upgrades including granite countertops, huge jetted tub,
vaulted ceilings, his/her closets and large 4-car garage.
View this home today!                                  $599,950

3/07

398+ acres. Ave. 15 west of Rd. 35.
$19,500/acre. Long range develop-
ment. Williamson Act now. Full par-
cel Only. Owner/Agent Related.

1+ acre corner lot on Avenue 12.
Commercial zoning in pro-
gress. $500,000.

We have buyers for orchards. If you
would like to sell, please call us.
Land advertised here, and ones we
are negotiating on, are great invest-
ment opportunities. Give us a call
and let us talk with you about
investment opportunities.

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770

3/07

REDUCED! AVE.11 at RD 35 - 36 ac.of
grazing land near Valley Teen Ranch.
Corner parcel, Williamson Act, ag use
only for now. Owner/Agent $800,000.

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com

Land

GREAT PROPERTY/GREAT PRICE - 3
BD/2BA @ 36954 Sparta. RV parking,
newer comp roof, freshly painted
in/out, security alarm, sprinklers
front/back. Many extras. $309,000.

Homes

3 BD/1BA @ 29462 AVE 13 1/2.
Cute 3 bedroom 1 bath home on
a quiet street. Lots of trees in
front. Great for first time buyers.
REDUCED!                       $240,000.



Real Estate

NEED MORE SPACE?NEED MORE SPACE?
barns big and small,

covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #5262113/07
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Beautiful rolling parcel with creekbed in good location near Golden Valley Schools.
Quiet cul-de-sac with new homes and orchards nearby. Power and phone to property.
Perfect for horses, livestock, trees. Good views with bluff site perfect for a home. Take
Ave. 12 to Rd. 35 and turn south to Ave. 11, then west on Ave. 11 to Road 34 3/4.

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

43 Acres 
$550,000

Road 34 3/4
at Avenue 12

Over 2,500 sq. ft. on 2.25 acres zoned for horses. Great location features vaulted ceilings
and brick fireplace, dining nook and great 50’s-style game room. Kitchen has two breakfast
bars, pantry and new flooring.  Yard has covered patio and pool w/waterfall and diving
board. Over 70 trees on property w/fenced horse enclosure, all just 15 minutes from Fresno.

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$499,000
34922 Avenue 13 1/4

Beautiful pasture land in nice area of Madera County near the Madera Ranchos,
Childrens’ Hospital and the proposed Castle & Cooke Gateway Village develop-
ment. Owner will consider carrying some of the financing with a good down pay-
ment. From Hwy. 41 take Ave. 9 west to road 36 to see this magnificent property.

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

3/07

40 Acres 
$700,000

Avenue 9
at Road 36

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$489,000
11911 Trieste Dr.

Beautiful home on 1/2 acre lot featuring vaulted ceilings in living room and large
kitchen with breakfast bar and nook. Granite countertops throughout. Formal dining
room and great room with columns and large, custom tile. Master suite has coffered
ceilings and spa tub. Nine-foot ceilings throughout and finished 3-car garage. Wow!

BEST BUY IN AREA !

3/
07

848 Clovis Ave
Clovis, CA 93612

Allows a business in
your home. 1/3 ac. lot
w/mature landscap-
ing. 3br/2ba, upgrad-
ed kitchen, resurfaced
counters by Clovis
Tile & Tub, designer
mirror & light fixture
in bath, floor to ceil-

ing masonry fireplace. Custom designed wishing well/electric for
a spa. Patio, finished garage, newer roof & A/C-heating unit.
“Ready to move-in condition.” No other zoning like this in the
valley. Priced to sell @ $369,000 

559-297-1313

Landscaping & Remodeling • Ponds • Concrete Work • Lighting

3/
07

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREA OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILI-
TY TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2007.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the sum-
mer HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT
THE FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATE-
MENT MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARD grow back.

3/07



Alteration Service

Molly’s Alterations - tailoring, repairs,
and leathers. Fast service. Located at
36619 Ave. 12 or call 645-5527.

Day Care

Lupe’s Day Care has openings. Call
Lupe at 645-4697 or 970-4962.

For Rent

For Rent – Cozy Country Home in
Trigo, in the Golden Valley school district.
3 bedrooms 2 bath, 2 car garage, $850 per
month. Call 645-1102. 

For Rent – 37054 Morado, 3 bedroom 2
bath 1,850 sq ft. on 1 acre, newer home,
energy efficient, New carpet and tile,
wired for cable, internet, 4 phone lines.
Horses ok. $1150 per month. Call 645-
1102.

For Rent – Great opportunity for home
business. 2,500 sq ft. with 2 separate
offices with common area bath/kitchenette
and living quarters w/full kitchen and bath.
$2000 per month. Call 645-1102.

For Sale

For Sale – Horses AQHA Registered
horses for sale. Call 645-5290 or (559)
304-5073.

For Sale – 2007 Pool Table. Never used
w/accessories, warranty, can deliver. Cost

$4k. Sacrifice $1,195. Call 559-447-5066.

For Sale - 2007 Hot Tub, never used!
Loaded, 33 jets, ozone, waterfall and
therapy seats, Brand new! Cost $7,600.
Sacrifice $3,475. Call 559-360-9047.

For Sale -7 pc. Bedroom Set. Solid cher-
ry wood, sleigh bed, nightstand, dress-
er/mirror, chest. All dovetailed,
Thomasville quality. New in boxes. Cost
$8k. Sacrifice $1,875. Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale – 1 Brand New Queen Pillow-
top mattress/box. Cost $600, sacrifice
$195. King cost $295. Never used in plas-
tic - Must Move! Call 559-230-0486.

Gutter Service

The Gutter Doctor specializing in both
continuous and standard rain gutters.
Unusual jobs. Air conditioning service
also available. Yearly cleaning. 29 years
working in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Handyman Service

Rancho Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Rancho
Handyman. Whether the job is big or
small the Handyman can do it all. Call
Ohan for estimates. Now available: house
painting. Call 645-6924.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted – Ranchos Mortgage is
now hiring Loan Officers. Experience is

preferred, but will train the right person.
Call Patty at 645-5219.

Help Wanted – Part time. Teenage boy
for lawn work in Madera Ranchos. Call
645-1506.

Help Wanted – Student for part time yard
work in Ranchos. $8 hr. Call 645-4201.

Housecleaning Service

Jeannie’s House Cleaning - Ranchos
area. Business owner over 10 years.
Reasonable rates, good references.
Will do blinds, fans and laundry. Fast
and thorough. Call 801-2391 or 645-
4117.

Investment & Loans

Money To Loan Service – Oro
Financial. Able to loan today. Credit not
a problem. Cash for trust deeds.  Mobile
home on land. Call 438-9999.

Painting Service

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in the
West” for over 35 years. Call 674-2320.
Lic. #313070.

Texture Coat Painting - Call Frank at
645-4113.

Tractor Services

Tractor discing, grading, mowing, trench-
ing, drilling, home irrigation systems.
Call Tomas at 645-4932.

Tractor work, discing, rototilling,
weed cutting. Bobcat work, drilling
post holes, trees, trenching and clean
ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-
8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching and concrete work.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-1500.

Tractor work, lot discing, mowing and
scraping. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Utility Service

Underground utilities installed. Call 645-
1500.

Wanted

Looking for outdoor Little Tykes play-
houses, new or used. Call 352-5441.

Window Cleaning Service

Window cleaning special. Most win-
dows $5 inside/out.  Screen and track
included. Prices may vary for large,
irregular or commercial sizes. Hard
water stain removal available. Fully
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723. Free
estimates.

Yard Sale

Church families yard sale - March 31,
7 a.m. until noon.  Madera Ranchos
Assembly of God Church, northwest
corner of Road 36 and Avenue 13 ½.

Classified

SPREAD THE NEWS!
Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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1. TELEVISION: Who starred in the
original TV series "The Fugitive"?
2.  MUSIC: Who sang the theme
song to movie "The Spy Who Loved
Me?"
3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capi-

tal of Kuwait?
4. INVENTIONS: Where was lac-
quer invented?
5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
is the national anthem of the United
Kingdom?

6.  LANGUAGE: What  i s  an
ecdysiast?
7.  ASTRONOMY: What  is  the
Perseids?
8.  ANATOMY: What  i s  the
medius?
9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
novel "The Water Is Wide"?
10. GAMES: How many pockets
are  on an  American roule t te
wheel?

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc. 

TRIVIA TEST By Marge Svenson

1. David Janssen
2. Carly Simon, "Nobody Does

It Better"
3. Kuwait City
4. China
5. "God Save the Queen"
6. Astripper
7. Major meteor shower
8. The middle finger
9. Pat Conroy
10. 38

Answers

SSuuppeerr Crossword

March 2007 Page 23
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at the MAYWOOD CENTER
37167 AVE. 12 - at the corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

open monday through sunday from 9 a.m to 9 p.m.

GRAND OPENING
SALE !!!

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR

24 OZ. CANS

99¢
MICKEYS
MILLER HIGH LIFE
ICE HOUSE
STEEL
OLDE ENGLISH 800

99¢

99

BUD ICE
QUARTS

18 PAKS

$11BUDWEISER
BUD LIGHT

BOTTLES/CANS

IMPORTED

99

12 PAKS

$12
HEINEKEN
PACIFICO
CORONA

ALL PRICES

SLASHED!
come seefor yourself

3/
07

to be discussed will be a Community Park • Banquet Facility
Business Conference Center • Olympic Swim Facility

After School Activity Center • Full Kitchen • Library • More?

Wednesday, April 18 • 7 p.m.Wednesday, April 18 • 7 p.m.
Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center • 37330 Berkshire • Refreshments
call the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 645-4001 for more information

invites you to a

What’s YOUR Vision for the Ranchos?What’s YOUR Vision for the Ranchos?

A Community Park? Banquet Facilities?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
An Olympic Swim Facility?

Townhall MeetingTownhall Meeting
To Discuss the Feasibility of Planning and Constructing a

New Community Center in the Madera Ranchos New Community Center in the Madera Ranchos 

A Business Conference Center?

3/
07
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