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A non-partisan election
integrity group says
California elections

fail in nine out
of 10 areas.
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A non-partisan election
integrity group says
California elections

fail in nine out
of 10 areas.

alifornia has received a failing
grade on a non-partisan election
integrity scorecard after an audit

found evidence of voter fraud, inaccurate
voter lists, inadequate signature reviews
and voter suppression.

A bombshell report released by the
non-partisan Transparency Foundation
gives California a failing grade on elec-
tion integrity and declares “from its fail-
ure to maintain accurate voter registration
lists to its refusal to verify the identity
and eligibility of voters, California by far
has the worst election practices in the na-
tion.”

Investigators who compiled the re-
port not only interviewed state and
county election officials, but also con-
ducted an independent audit over 18
months of California’s election practices,
voter registration lists, ballot signature re-
views and discarded ballots.

“The findings of this election in-
tegrity audit are quite damning and they
completely refute the false narrative
being spun by California politicians and
media outlets that the state has no prob-
lems with how it conducts elections,”
said Carl DeMaio with the Transparency
Foundation.

“The problems are so bad, and the
evidence presented is so alarming, that
we believe there’s a clear case that Cali-
fornia is repeatedly violating existing
election laws and immediate reforms
need to be implemented before the 2024
election,” DeMaio said.

Audit Detects Voter Fraud
The Transparency Foundation’s

audit was able to pinpoint substantial ev-
idence of voter fraud occurring in Cali-
fornia. The audit examined mail-in
ballots that were rejected by county elec-
tion officials because of mismatched sig-
natures and remained “uncured” at the
end of the election.

The audit found 56 percent of ballot
signatures rejected as mismatched, re-
mained “uncured,” or unclaimed by vot-
ers that supposedly cast them – despite
repeated attempts by county officials to
get these voters to confirm their identity
and their attempt to vote in the election.

Even worse, of the 388 individuals
with rejected and uncured ballots that
were located by investigators and sub-
mitted to interviews, the audit uncovered
a 14.17 percent likely fraud rate, where
the voter denied ever attempting to vote –
and some individuals claimed to not even
live in California.

Audit Reveals Inadequate
Signature Verification

The audit revealed a massive dispar-
ity in signature rejection rates across Cal-
ifornia counties – with flawed signature
review regulations imposed by the Cali-
fornia Secretary of State to blame.

For example, in both the 2022 Primary
and General Elections, Sacramento County
rejected a significantly lower percentage of
signatures (.24 percent in the Primary and
.23 percent in the General) than San
Joaquin County (2.18 percent in the Pri-
mary and 2.10 percent in the General).

Sacramento County was also wildly
outside the statewide average of rejected
signatures of .70 percent in the Primary

and 1.01 percent in the General. Put an-
other way, Sacramento County’s ballot
rejection rate was 438 percent below the
statewide average.

Not only do these disparities raise
the concern that some counties are not
doing an adequate job of signature re-
views, but the extreme nature of the dis-
parities offer the basis to challenge
California’s ballot signature review reg-
ulations on due process and equal pro-
tection grounds.

Inaccurate Voter Lists
Investigators say both the interviews

with county election officials and the
audit showed that California has failed to

maintain even a reasonably accurate
voter registration list. The report cites
policies imposed by California politi-
cians that make it operationally impossi-
ble to maintain accurate voter registration
lists. The investigation identified more
than 6.6 million people since 2010 that
moved out of California to another state.
Unfortunately, the report notes the Vote-
Cal data system fails to provide county
election officials with the data they need
to remove someone from the voter rolls
when they move out-of-state. The result?
There are millions of inactive voters still

C

Please see VOTE FAIL on P. 4

Liberty High School and Ranchos
Middle School were awarded the Sil-
ver Award for Best Schools in the
Central Valley in the annual Best of
the Central Valley competition spon-
sored by the Fresno Bee.

The Bee website said, “... the Best
of Central California honors and rec-
ognizes the places, businesses and ac-
tivities we know and love.”

The Bee said it received more than
445,000 votes from over 136,000 vot-
ers, a 40 percent increase over the
2022 competition. In the end, it
awarded 656 finalists from among
4,500 competitors with 891 Gold, Sil-
ver, and Bronze awards, of which Lib-
erty High School and Ranchos Middle
School were two.

Ranchos Schools
Get TopHonors

Madera Ranchos Producing Baseball Champions

Both the Ranchos Middle School and
Liberty High School baseball teams pro-
duced winners for 2023.

The Ranchos Middle School Mustangs
went undefeated against their adversaries
this season, capping their year with a
record of 13-0. At the same time, the Lib-
erty High Hawks baseball team went on to
claim the title of Northwest Sequoia
League Champs after a 15-0 victory over
Fowler in the championship game.

The Hawks ended their season with a
13-1 record in the Northwest Sequoia

League. Additionally, the Hawks produced
the most home runs for a team in the
league and the most RBIs. Of the top six
pitchers pitching strikeouts, four of them
were Hawks. The Hawks also scored 100
more runs than the next closest team for the
season.

The Hawks post-season aspirations
were doing just as well and afforded them
homefield advantage throughout. They
beat Sunnyside 11-0, then Wasco 14-2 fol-
lowed by Hoover at 10-0. Their final post-
season game came against Immanuel from

Reedley. In that game on May 27, the
Hawks hit their first major roadblock and
lost 9-5.

The Hawks then competed in a state
championship against Oakmont on May
30. Their fantastic season came to an end
that night with a 3-2 loss. In the end, their
efforts produced a program record for con-
secutive wins at 14 and program record for
wins in a season with 26. On top of that
winning a league championship and the
program’s first D4 section title.

Congratulations.
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Fernwood Gardens
12090 Fernwood Dr., Madera Ranchos

Preview available 8-10 a.m. auction day
www.FresnoAuctionCompany.com
Call 559-645-7677 for more info
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Supes Approve
$494M Budget

At a special meeting held Monday,
June 12, the Madera County Board of
Supervisors unanimously approved the
2023- 2024 County operating budget of
$494,333,777, a net increase of over
$26 million over the current fiscal year.

The County claims to be facing
significant financial problems as a re-
sult of high inflation and extreme labor
market competitiveness. Even though
“discretionary revenue sources” have
recovered to a pre-pandemic level of
growth, the General Fund continues to
face significant budget problems. Dis-
cretionary Revenues, which are what
funds the Net County Cost, are esti-
mated to grow to over $97 million the
upcoming fiscal year. That’s a $9 mil-
lion increase over the current revenues
that are estimated, or a 10 percent in-
crease over the current estimates.

The problem is that the inflation of
services and supplies – which are criti-
cal to county operations, population-
driven service demand increases and
salary adjustments to remain competi-

Please see BUDGET on P. 17
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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on California’s voter rolls – many who are
still receiving mail ballots at their old ad-
dress. Los Angeles County admitted to hav-
ing more than 1 million inactive voters –
and the Transparency Foundation’s
statewide audit reflects at least 1.18 million
inactive voters still on the state’s voter rolls.

The audit also found evidence of
81,421 potential duplicate or triplicate
voter registrations for the same individu-
als in the state voter registration list.

Reinforcing the audit findings, a 2020
survey by Reform California showed
nearly one-in-10 California households
have received “erroneous” ballots for
someone who does not live there, for a
dead person, or a duplicate/triplicate ballot
for the same person.

Election Interference and
Voter Suppression Concerns

Investigators documented numerous in-
stances at the state and local levels where
politicians intentionally misled voters by
placing false and biased titles on ballot meas-
ures. The report also cites millions in tax-
payer funds that have been inappropriately
used to manipulate election outcomes by
boosting turnout in specific voting blocks, to
promote ballot measures and to fund lobby-
ist groups to manipulate the drawing of re-
districting maps to benefit the ruling political
party and incumbent politicians.

Investigators also raise concerns re-
garding voter suppression, citing a recent
move by California politicians to deliber-
ately eliminate polling locations on Elec-
tion Day. In 2022, one county saw a
reduction of 87 percent in its polling loca-
tions on Election Day. Investigators say a
case could be made that this move could
be successfully challenged in court on
voter suppression grounds – pointing to
polling that shows that conservative vot-
ers prefer to vote on election day, while
liberal voters prefer to vote by mail.

California Voters Lack Confidence
in the State’s Voting System

The report cites polls showing Cali-
fornia voters do not have trust and confi-
dence in the state’s elections and want
immediate improvements in election in-
tegrity. The Berkeley IGS poll in Novem-
ber 2022 shows 60 percent of all
California voters surveyed said that peo-
ple voting or casting ballots illegally was a
threat, with 39 percent of them saying it
was a major threat.

Failing Score on 9-of-10 Criteria
The Transparency Foundation gives

California failing grades on all but one of
the election integrity criteria applied dur-
ing the audit:

1. Public Trust and Confidence: FAIL
2. Accurate Maintenance of Voter

Lists: FAIL
3. Verifying Identity of Voters: FAIL
4. Confirmation of Eligibility/Citizen-

ship: FAIL
5. Accessibility of Voting: FAIL
6. Security of Election Systems: FAIL
7. Interference in Elections: FAIL
8. Unbiased and Accurate Ballot Ti-

tles: FAIL
9. Individual Ballot Tracking and

Curing: PASS
10. Post-Election Auditing: FAIL
“Election integrity should not be a

partisan issue, but a collective commit-
ment to ensuring that all voters have trust
and confidence in the process and the out-
come – and that’s clearly not happening in
California,” said DeMaio.

“We hope that this report and the find-
ings of this audit serve as a call to action to
finally force politicians and their friends
in the media to be honest about Califor-
nia’s election deficiencies and commit to
reforming these practices before 2024,”
DeMaio said.

This story was prepared by the Trans-
parency Foundation. You can find them at
www.thetransparencyfoundation.org.

VOTE FAIL cont. from P. 2
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“The crew of the
space shuttle
Challenger ...

waved
goodbye and

‘slipped the
surly bonds of

earth’ to ‘touch
the face of

God.’”

Editorial

By Randy Bailey

I don’t care how loving, and un-
derstanding and calm you are. I don’t
care if you’re a lifelong pacifist who
has sworn to never raise your hand in
anger. I don’t care if you’re an adher-
ent to a religious order that has taken
a vow of silence ... a toddler in the
middle of an ear-splitting screaming
tantrum anywhere in public is beyond
what most human beings can with-
stand. The only -- and I stress ONLY -
- allowance most people are willing to
make is, well, it’s a toddler. They
don’t know any better and obviously
there’s no one in the child’s life to
show them a better way. Thankfully
the vast majority of them will grow
out of it; of course, there’s always a
fresh supply of new ones waiting in
the wings to fill the void.

If you spend any time on social
media, you will have plenty of oppor-
tunities to see “reels.” If you’re older
you’ll call them “videos” and if
you’re REALLY older you’ll call
them “little movies.” They’re
recorded with the ubiquitous smart
phone, get a little editing and end up
on Facebook or Youtube or whatever
the medium of the day is. They’re
generally short, usually no more than
90 seconds, and they cover a huge va-
riety of subjects. Some are incredibly
interesting while others are incredibly
stupid. Often they are funny, but it

seems more often than not they’re try-
ing to be funny but they come up
short. It appears being funny is a seri-
ous business.

One thing that these reels provide
is an opportunity to hear opposing
sides of a political argument. Let’s
say, for example, you’re a conserva-
tive with conservative views on a
multitude of issues. In an attempt to
understand, you search out a reel with
someone taking an opposing view to
yours and what do you get?

A toddler screaming.
Somewhere along the way, “con-

structive debate” has devolved into
one side presenting an argument and
the other side presenting their ability
to scream. And what’s bizarre is the
screaming is almost exclusively com-
ing from one side of the debate and
being dumped on the other. I have yet
to see a reel with a liberal talking
head get shut down by an ear-splitting
barrage from a group of conserva-
tives. Has it happened? I guess.
Maybe. I’m just saying that of all the
reels I’ve seen on topics that involve
views historically from the left and
right, I have never seen a conserva-
tive’s response to be shrieking and
screaming and blowing whistles in the
face of a liberal. Have I seen the re-
verse of that? Are you kidding?

Somewhere in the education of
modern Americans -- Americans who
suddenly were getting trophies for
just participating and being told there
“were no stupid questions” -- the abil-
ity to think and reason gave way to
raw emotion. If you can out yell your
adversary, you have a stronger argu-
ment. If you drown out someone who
has an opinion different from yours,
you have won. The greatest irony is
those screamers who accuse their “op-
ponents” of being fascists and then
successfully shut down their freedom
to speak. That doesn’t even register
with them. They are so convinced that
they are right that they can’t be con-
fused with facts.

My favorite saying is I’d rather
have questions that can’t be answered
than answers that can’t be questioned.
When you say that to the type of peo-
ple I’ve described here, there is mo-
ment of hesitancy that makes you
think maybe -- just maybe -- you’ve
gotten through.

Then the screaming starts.

Let Me Respond by Screaming
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Despite the fact that I’m not
really a summer kind of girl, and I
definitely prefer the fall and win-
ter holidays, I do have a deep and
abiding love of Independence Day.
My childhood is fi l led with won-
derful Fourth of July memories.

First of all : America. Despite
what the media, both social and
mainstream, want you to believe,
America is the best country in the
world. We are the land of the free,
because of the brave, and I am
eternally grateful that I was lucky
enough to be born here. So, basi-
cally what I’m saying is that I
identify as patriotic.

Independence Day is all about
God, country and family. Most of
my young memories of the Fourth
are family coming from all over to
grill , laugh, play games and cele-
brate America while simultane-
ously trying not to light everything
on fire that wasn’t supposed to be
lit on fire. My dad and uncles were
generally in
charge, despite
their youth, and
believe me with
youth comes a
distinct lack of
common sense
and spatial
awareness.

There was
one particular
uncle’s house that most often
played host to the Independence
Day festivities. There was always
two metric tons of food. It was
Thanksgiving dinner in the middle
of summer, only with prime rib or
tri- t ip or good old-fashioned hot
dogs substituted for turkey. He had
this KISS pinball machine that I
was addicted to. I was not good. I
never got the high score, but in my
mind I was the kid to beat. Then
when the sun went down, we were
treated to a homemade light show
usually set to 70s and 80s rock
music. One year the pyrotechnics
got a little away from the boys and
started a small fire in a nearby
field. Everything worked out – no
permanent damage done – but I re-
member the firemen looking an-
noyed.

My favorite memories from the
Fourth of July were when my dad
would shoot off the big fireworks.

First of All: America.

The professional fireworks. Be-
cause of his job, he was licensed to
shoot off the kind generally re-
served for amusement parks and
city celebrations. I was much
younger then, so the memories are
hazy, but what I do remember was
amazing. There was water – I’m
pretty sure it was a lake – and
there were friends, family and a lot
of people from his work. It was
heaven – except for the fish.

The fish were not the positive
part of what I can recall, although
I certainly laugh about it now. I

have a clear and
vivid memory of
a large group of
people wading
into the water
and then
screaming and
running back
out yell ing,
“The fish are
biting!” I was

told by some old man, who was
clearly trying to comfort me, that
it was just the perch striking their
legs because they were hungry. I’m
not sure why he thought that would
make me feel better, because it did
not. I was much smaller than the
adults who were running for their
lives; I didn’t need to test the the-
ory that the perch wouldn’t try and
take a big bite when an Eryn-sized
human wandered into their midst.
My mother always attributed that
story to why I didn’t love going in
any body of water except a pool. I
actually don’t think my dad even
remembers. I’m pretty sure he
would have told me to cowboy up
and get in the water and just punch
the fish if it tried anything.

I don’t go watch the local fire-
work shows anymore. Not because
I don’t l ike them, but because

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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Please see GEN WHY on P. 7

We are the land of the free,
because of the brave,  and I
am eternally grateful  that I
was lucky enough to be born
here.
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I d i d n ’ t n e ed s omeone t o
t e l l me t o b end a t t h e kn e e s
when l i f t i n g , s i t u p s t r a i g h t a t
my de sk and s t a nd ev e r y hou r .
Bu t , when I r eque s t ed phy s i c a l
t h e r a py f o r s ome ba ck and h i p
i s s u e s I go t a v i d eo appo i n t -
men t , b a s i c i n s t r u c t i o n s l i k e
t ho se above and some exe r c i s e s
imbedded i n an on l i n e ma t r i x
t h a t t o ok me a week t o f i n d .
Fo r t u n a t e l y f o r me , my symp -
t oms had
g r e a t l y d im i n -
i s h ed du r i n g
t h e s i x -week
wa i t f o r my
a p p o i n t m e n t
a nd “ t r e a t -
men t . ” Un f o r -
t u n a t e l y , s o d i d my mo t i v a t i o n
t o f o l l ow t h r ough w i t h t h e i n -
s t r u c t i on s . I knew tha t i f I d i d -
n ’ t c r e a t e a new hab i t f o r do ing
them , t hey wou ldn ’ t g e t done .

I n an exce rp t f r om h i s book
A t o m i c H a b i t s , J ame s C l e a r
s ugg e s t s t h e r e a r e f ou r s imp l e
s t e p s f o r c r e a t i ng a hab i t : c u e ,
c r av i ng , r e sponse and r ewa rd .

CUE: He says ou r minds a r e
r ewa r d d e t e c t o r s . You m igh t
s po t d e s i r e d r ewa r d s f o r you r
c a r e e r , f am i l y l i f e , s p i r i t u a l o r
phy s i c a l we l l - b e i n g , e t c . Th ey
may be impo r t an t , d eep and e s -
s e n t i a l , o r s ome t h i n g t h a t s im -
p l y t a k e s t h e edg e o f f . Th e s e
a r e cue s .

C R AV I N G : “Wi t hou t s ome
l eve l o f mo t i v a t i on o r de s i r e …
we have no r ea son to ac t , ” s ay s
C l e a r . “Wha t you c r a v e i s no t
t h e h ab i t i t s e l f b u t t h e ch ang e
i n s t a t e i t d e l i v e r s . ” I wa s no t
c r av i ng a new exe r c i s e rou t i n e ,
bu t I was c rav ing phys i ca l we l l -
b e i ng .

Cue the Rewards

R E S P O N S E : The t h i r d s t e p
i s do ing the ac t i on t ha t l e ad s t o
t h e r ewa r d . The c r u c i a l p a r t t o
s u c c e s s , s a y s C l e a r , l i e s i n t h e
s t r eng th o f t h e c r av ing and how
much “ f r i c t i o n i s a s s o c i a t e d
w i t h t he behav io r . ” My c r av ing
d im i n i s h ed w i t h my symp t oms .
I expe r i enced f r i c t i on t r y i ng to
keep the on l i ne se s s ion f rom ex-
p i r i n g b e f o r e I wa s ab l e t o g e t
f r om one exe r c i s e t o t he nex t . I
k n ew my symp t oms wou l d r e -
t u r n s o I p r e s s e d on w i t h my
new rou t i n e and found a way to
p r i n t o u t t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s , r e -
duc i ng the f r i c t i on .

REWARD: The r ewa rd i s t h e
end goa l a nd t h e r e s u l t o f t h e
r e s pon s e . I t ’ s a l i t t l e e a r l y f o r
me t o p r e d i c t i f t h i s h ab i t w i l l
p r oduce t h e r ewa rd I c r av e . As
wi t h mos t hab i t s , i t ’ s a p roce s s
t h a t r e qu i r e s p a t i e n c e and pe r -
s eve r ance .

Wha t c u e s h av e s u r f a c ed i n
you r wor ld l a t e ly? Do you c rave
t h e way t h e k i t c h en f e e l s a f t e r

t h e hou s e -
k e ep e r do e s
h e r mag i c a nd
t h e coun t e r s
a r e c l e a r ? Do
you c r a v e t h e
s imp l i c i t y o f
you r ho t e l

b a t h r oom th a t h a s e v e r y t h i ng
you need i n one make -up ca s e ?
Do you c r ave t he peace o f mind
know ing wha t you ’ r e go i ng t o
have fo r d i nne r be fo r e 5 p .m . ?

These a re cues fo r a t t a inab l e
r ewa r d s . Th e k ey i s i n t h e r e -
s pon s e . How much f r i c t i o n do
you f e e l manag i ng t h e r e -
sponse?

One t h i n g I wa s hop i ng f o r
wa s h and s - on , e y e s - on h e l p .
Someone to come a longs i de and
gu i d e my s t e p s a nd a c t i o n s .
Someone t o s e e how I ’m do i ng
t h i n g s and show me how I c an
ch ange and imp rov e . Th i s i s
wha t I do fo r my c l i en t s . I p ro -
v i de hands -on , eye s -on o rgan i z -
i n g h e l p . No j udg emen t , n o
gu i l t , j u s t h e l p . Le t me know i f
I c an he lp you cue the r ewa rd s .

Contact Organized by Choice at
P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729,
call 559-871-3314 or email info@or-
ganized bychoice.com. You can visi t
www. organizedbychoice.com when
you go online.

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976
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watching fireworks shows that your
father designed and set off has a
spoiling effect on such events in
general. I do, however, still like to
go celebrate with friends and family.
I will always enjoy watching the
men, now my age, act l ike my dad
and uncles did way back when.

Wherever I am, whether there
are fireworks and prime rib or
sparklers and hot dogs, I am always
filled with a sense of gratitude. I’m
thankful the good Lord saw fit to
allow me to be born in this great na-
tion. I’m thankful that 247 years ago
we declared our independence. I’m
thankful for the freedoms we enjoy
today because of all the men and
women who have fought throughout
the centuries to gain them and keep
them.

Sadly, there are many people

who would like to see us give up our
freedoms. They want us to give up
our freedom of speech, our freedom
of religion, even our freedom of ex-
pression if that expression doesn’t
fi t the popular narrative. It seems
scary out there for those of us who
sti l l have love for America and a
clear vision of the American Dream.
We shouldn’t give up, though. I
think there are more of us, we are
just quieter and more respectful than
the crazies trying to dismantle
everything we love just because they
don’t seem to have anything better
to do, like a job. But I digress.

So, this Independence Day, let’s
get a li t t le louder. Let’s celebrate
this country we love and the people
who stand up for her every day.
Let’s continue to fight for her and
proudly proclaim, “One nation,
under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all!”

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

6/23

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

LIC. #1017900
BONDED &
INSURED

6/23

What cues have sur faced
i n y o u r w o r l d l a t e l y ? . . .
The key i s i n t he re sponse .
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Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
6/23

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

6/
23

Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYSwelcome

For those of you that have a sum-
mer garden, I imagine the zucchini
has just about taken over. Your
friends, relatives and neighbors are
almost tired of seeing you arrive with
a bag of the stuff. So what to do with
it?

For one thing, you can freeze
them but you must plan on doing it
the day they are picked, or no later
than the next day. Have everything
ready before you
start as it should
be done as
quickly as possi-
ble. This can be
done with any
summer squash.

Begin by
washing the
squash thoroughly
and slicing it the
way they will be
cooked next win-
ter: length wise
into “spears,” into
rounds or chunks,
,but be sure they
are all the same
size so they will
blanch and freeze
in the same time.

Put a large pot of water on to boil.
Have a large bowl of ice water ready
and a colander ready for draining. Get
a slotted spoon, a large cookie sheet
and several zip-lock bags.

Add the squash to the boiling
water (do NOT salt the water, as that
will break down the enzymes and
cause the squash to be soggy when
thawed). Only leave in the boiling
water until they are crunchy “al
dente,: about two minutes, but start
testing after a minute. 

As soon as the squash is
blanched, spoon into the ice water,
then into the colander. Drain well be-
fore storing in the freezer bags. If
you have a large freezer, you can put
the squash on the cookie sheet (lined
with parchment paper makes it easier)

and put it in the freezer until all is
frozen then put it into freezer bags.
This way the squash is frozen indi-
vidually and you can take out only
what you will need rather than using
the whole bag when everything is
frozen together.

I was looking for different ways
to use zucchini than steaming, frying
or baking with Spanish rice. My fa-
vorite way is using a nonstick frying
pan, put about a teaspoon of butter in
the pan and add sliced zucchini and
some chopped onion. Put a lid on it
and on medium heat only cook until
just done. Do not overcook because
then you have mush – ugh! 

Z u c c h i n i
Cake

2 C. Flour
2 tsp. cinna-

mon
2 tsp. baking

soda
1 tsp. salt
¼ tsp. baking

powder
3 eggs
2 C granulated

sugar
1 C. vegetable

oil
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. lemon

zest (optional)
2 C. grated

un-peeled zuc-
chini. Place grated zucchini in sieve
to drain out excess moisture before
measuring.

1 C. chopped nuts – walnuts or
pecans.

½ C raisins – either dark or
golden.

Preheat oven to 350. Butter a
9x12 or 9x13 pan – set aside.

In mixing bowl, mix together the
flour, cinnamon, baking soda, salt
and baking powder, set aside.

With a mixer, beat the 3 eggs on
high speed until frothy. Lower the
speed and beat in the sugar, vegetable
oil, vanilla, and lemon zest (if using).
Stir in the flour mixture, about a third
at a time. Stir in the zucchini and
chopped nuts and raisins.

Pour mixture into baking pan and
bake for 40 to 45 minutes. Remove

by Jean Briner

Be a Zucchini Houdini

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : Wi t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(June 2013)

from oven and cool completely be-
fore frosting.

Frosting
3 ounces cream cheese softened
¼ cup butter, room temperature
1 ½ to 2 C. powdered sugar
Beat together the cream cheese

and butter. Add the powdered sugar
and beat until smooth.

I’m going to take my “recipe hat”
off now and put on my “nostalgia
hat.”

When my mom passed away al-
most 25 years ago, she had boxes of
genealogy information on all four
sides of our family. I took them and
started putting them together and
added to it with information from
cousins in Tennessee, Iowa and Ore-
gon and ended up with three large
binders of information, which I have
called “Our Story.” I’ve told every-
one in the family what I have and
that someday I would like to make a

book, but due to the lack of funds
and knowhow I have put it on the
back shelf and “someday” has never
come. Recently, one of the boys
called me and wanted to know some
information about a cousin that was
in WWII. It got me to thinking – I
have played life’s 18 holes and am
headed for the clubhouse – and I’m
still sitting here with all this infor-
mation and doing nothing about it,
and that is idiotic of my part. So I
made a few phone calls, and talked to
Randy and with God’s help, we are
going to put it together. I have fund-
ing, and Randy has said he would
help lay it out – after all, that is his
business. What I am saying here is
please, if you have any background
on your family, write it down now,
while you still can. Maybe your fam-
ily won’t be interested today, but

Please see RECIPES on P. 11

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 6/
23

What I am saying here is
please, if you have any back-
ground on your family, write it
down now, while you still can.
Maybe your family won’t be in-
terested today, but what if after
you have made it to the club-
house your kids will want to
know who Uncle Ralph’s sec-
ond wife was, or where did our
family come from? Remember,
our ancestors all came from
somewhere.
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FIREWORKS
for the 4th of July

Get your

June 30 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Support your local Chamber and Library at the Maywood Center booth

Summer Skov Rigo Rivas
representing
Lucky Dog
Rescue

representing
Golden Valley

Chamber of Commerce

Verlaine Elinburg
representing
SEMCU

Community Organization

Only

$1 per
VOTE

CHARITYfundraiser

votingbucketsall overtown

Voting ends Tuesday, July 25 at 3 p.m.
Vote Early! Vote Often!
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Click on “Local News” at

Senior Report

S e n i o r s E n j o y M e l o d r a m a a t G o l d e n C h a i n T h e a t e r

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006)

By Me lan i e Wi l l i ams

S umme r i s o f f i c i a l l y h e r e w i t h b e a u t i -
f u l w a rm w e a t h e r a n d l o t s o f f u n o u t d o o r
a c t i v i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y I n d e p e n d e n c e
D a y . J u l y 4 i s c e l e b r a t e d w i t h f i r e w o r k
e v e n t s a n d f am i l y g a t h e r i n g s .

O n S u n d a y , J u l y 9 , w e a r e t r a v e l i n g
t o O a k h u r s t f o r a n o t h e r w o n d e r f u l p l a y
p r e s e n t e d b y t h e t a l e n t e d a c t o r s o f t h e
G o l d e n C h a i n T h e a t e r . T h e A n g e l o f
C a l a m i t y G l u c h i s a s umm e r m e l o d r a m a
w i t h p l e n t y o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r t h e a u -
d i e n c e t o b o o t h e v i l l a i n s a n d c h e e r o n
t h e h e r o e s . T h i s i s a t a l e o f t h e l i v e s o f
h a r d l u c k g o l d m i n e r s , a n o r p h a n g i r l
a n d v i l l a i n s w h o t h r e a t e n t h e s a f e t y o f
t h e s m a l l p r o s p e r i n g t o w n o f C a l a m i t y
G l u c h .

T h e G o l d e n C h a i n T h e a t e r i s c e l e -
b r a t i n g t h e 5 6 t h A n n u a l S umm e r M e l o -
d r a m a p r e s e n t a t i o n w i t h t h e 2 0 2 3
p e r f o r m a n c e s e a s o n . P o p c o r n d u r i n g t h e
p e r f o rm a n c e i s f r e e w i t h e a c h t i c k e t p u r -
c h a s e d a n d y o u c a n t a k e a r i d e u p t o
O a k h u r s t f o r a f u n a f t e r n o o n o f h o o t s
a n d h o l l e r s a t t h e G o l d e n C h a i n T h e a t e r
o n J u l y 9 a t 2 p . m .

J o C h a s e h a d a w o n d e r f u l v a c a t i o n
a n d i s n ow b a c k t a k i n g d o n a t i o n s f o r o u r
Mo n t h l y S a l e o n J u l y 1 . T h e b e s t t i m e t o
d o n a t e i t e m s t o t h e T r e a s u r e H o u s e i s
f r o m 9 a . m . t o 1 p . m . M o n d a y t h r o u g h
F r i d a y w i t h i n t h e f i r s t t h r e e w e e k s o f
e a c h m o n t h . T h e S c o u t G a r d e n a l s o t a k e s
p l a n t s w i t h r o o t s a n d c u t t i n g s f r om y o u r
g a r d e n , i f t h e y a r e p r o t e c t e d f r om d r y i n g
o u t f r om t h e s umm e r h e a t . Y o u a r e e n -
c o u r a g e d t o c a l l t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r b e f o r e
d o n a t i n g p l a n t s , s o w e c a n c o n t a c t o u r
v o l u n t e e r g a r d e n e r s t o r e p l a n t a s n e e d e d .
T h a n k y o u f o r a l l t h e w o n d e r f u l d o n a -
t i o n s w e r e c e i v e f r om t h e c ommu n i t y t o
s u p p o r t o u r o u t r e a c h t o l o c a l s e n i o r s .

I n c a s e y o u m i s s e d t h e n ew i n f o l a s t
m o n t h , M a d e r a R a n c h o s s e n i o r s h a v e
b e e n i n v i t e d t o a d d i t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s p r e -
s e n t e d b y M e l a n i e G l a s s a t t h e A r t
G r o o v e G a l l e r y i n R i v e r P a r k . B i n g o i s
i n f u l l s w i n g a t t h e A r t G r o o v e G a l l e r y
o n t h e s e c o n d W e d n e s d a y o f e a c h m o n t h
f r o m 4 t o 6 p . m . I f y o u l i k e p l a y i n g
B i n g o , c o m e a n d j o i n o u r s e n i o r g r o u p
o n J u l y 1 2 .

L o c a l j e w e l r y a r t i s a n s a r e h o s t i n g a
j e w e l r y m a k i n g c l a s s o n e v e r y f o u r t h
W e d n e s d a y e a c h m o n t h f r om 4 t o 6 p . m .
a t t h e A r t G r o o v e G a l l e r y . A l l t h e j e w -
e l r y m a k i n g s u p p l i e s a r e p r o v i d e d . I f
y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e j e w e l r y m a k i n g
c l a s s o n J u l y 2 6 a t t h e A r t G r o o v e
G a l l e r y , p l e a s e s i g n u p a t t h e S e n i o r

C e n t e r , b y c a l l i n g u s a t 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 . W e
a r e s t i l l o n t h e A r t G r o o v e G a l l e r y
s c h e d u l e e v e r y f i r s t W e d n e s d a y o f e a c h
m o n t h f o r t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n -
t e r P a i n t P a r t y . T h e n e x t S e n i o r p a i n t
c l a s s i s o n J u l y 5 f r om 2 t o 4 p . m . A b i g
t h a n k y o u t o M e l a n i e G l a s s , d i r e c t o r o f
t h e A r t G r o o v e G a l l e r y a t R i v e r P a r k f o r
p r o v i d i n g a l l o f t h e s e e x c i t i n g e v e n t s f o r
o u r l o c a l s e n i o r s .

T h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r
B i r t h d a y a n d A n n i v e r s a r y L u n c h e o n i s
o n S a t u r d a y , J u l y 1 5 a t 1 1 : 3 0 a . m . T h e
l u n c h e o n i s a t t h e R a n c h o s ’ L i b e r t y C a f é
i n t h e M a yw o o d C e n t e r o n A v e . 1 2 .
H a p p y J u l y B i r t h d a y s a n d A n n i v e r s a r i e s
t o S e n i o r C e n t e r m em b e r s .

B r o w n B a g D a y i s W e d n e s d a y , J u l y
1 9 f r om 1 0 a . m . t o 1 p . m . I t i s s t i l l n o t
t o o l a t e t o s i g n u p w i t h t h e M a d e r a F o o d
B a n k t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e B r o w n B a g
S e n i o r P r o g r am f o r J u l y t h r o u g h D e c em -
b e r . T h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r i s
a B r ow n B a g d i s t r i b u t i o n c e n t e r o n l y o n
t h e t h i r d W e d n e s d a y o f e a c h m o n t h . A l l
s e n i o r s 5 5 y e a r s a n d o l d e r c a n p a r t i c i -
p a t e i n t h e M a d e r a F o o d B a n k B r o w n
B a g P r o g r a m . Y o u c a n c a l l t h e S e n i o r
C e n t e r a t 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 f o r a p p l i c a t i o n
f o rm s .

M a k e s u r e t o c h e c k y o u r J u l y
N e w s l e t t e r f o r u p c om i n g e v e n t s a t t h e
R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r C e n t e r . I f y o u
d o n ’ t r e c e i v e o u r m o n t h l y n e w s l e t t e r
t h r o u g h em a i l , y o u c a n d r o p b y t h e S e n -
i o r C e n t e r a n d p i c k u p a c o p y a t t h e
f r o n t d e s k .

H a p p y I n d e p e n d e n c e D a y f r o m t h e
m em b e r s o f t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r
C e n t e r .

Q u o t e f o r J u l y : “… P a t r i o t i s m c o n -
s i s t s n o t i n w a v i n g t h e f l a g , b u t i n s t r i v -
i n g t h a t o u r c o u n t r y w i l l b e r i g h t e o u s a s
w e l l a s s t r o n g . ” – J am e s B r y c e

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
6/

23

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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The Bookshelf

Not Feeling the Heat at the Library
By Jerrica Edmundson

June has come, and with that we officially
are feeling the heat and getting started with our
summer. While the heat is less than desirable,
it does signal the coming of our annual Sum-
mer Reading Program. We will have so many
performers this year, bringing back our in-per-
son programming — but still offering some
take-home activities to continue the fun in the
comfort of your own homes. We have our of-
ficial performer schedule posted both on our
Facebook page and our event calendar on the
Madera County Library website.

The Didgeridoo workshop on June 17 re-
quires registration as seats are limited, but that
information is on the calendar for your pe-
rusal. The funding for this program came di-
rectly from our local Friends of the Ranchos
Library and a generous grant from the U.S.
Institute of Museum and Library Services.
We look forward to seeing everyone reach
their reading goals over the summer and fight
the summer slide.

In that same vein, the Friends of the
Ranchos Library had a wonderfully success-
ful partnership with Papi’s Mex Grill by
Riverstone where they shared their profits
with us from all the food sales from 3 p.m. to
close on May 25. We are so thankful for this
opportunity and look forward to repeating
this fundraiser in the future, so keep an eye
out for future dates to support a local busi-
ness and your local library by just getting
great food.

Our recent 3D printing class was a
success, and it was so fun to see everyone
come by to learn some new skills. We love
offering these types of opportunities to the
community and will be looking for new
ways to provide unique sources of enrich-
ment to you all in the future. 

We are open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednes-
days and Thursdays, and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Fridays and Saturdays. We have put a
temporary hold on our weekly pre-k read-
ing hour for the summer, but we always
have a great air-conditioned space prime
for studying, reading, or just relaxing. Our
kids’ area has little-hand friendly toys and
tablets loaded with kid-friendly games. If
you are looking for a book to read that we
don’t have on our shelves, we can always
order it in — free of charge — from a local
branch and we are more than happy to help
you find your next great read.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37398 Berkshire Drive

559-645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

what if after you have made it to the
clubhouse your kids will want to
know who Uncle Ralph’s second wife
was, or where did our family come
from? Remember, our ancestors all
came from somewhere.

Anyway, in with the papers was a
newspaper clipping that I found inter-
esting. I thought you might like to
read some of it. It is all about the
1940s.

1940: A&P Supermarkets sell the
first precut, cellophane wrapped
meat.

1940: The first Dairy Queen
opened in Juliet, Ill.

1942: Americans hoard coffee,
leading to a coffee ration of 1 pound
every five weeks. Sugar has already
been rationed; the weekly allowance
is 8 ounces per person. Meat is also
rationed.

1942: The Wrigley Co. packs mil-
itary K-rations that contain canned
meat, four cigarettes and compressed
graham biscuits, 

1943: A Trumanburger, named
after Harry S. and made with baked
beans, is concocted in the dying days
of meat rationing.

1944: Meat rationing, except for

steak, ends after D Day.
1945: Earl W. Tupper invents re-

sealable food containers.
1946: Frozen french fried pota-

toes are introduced.
1947: Reynolds Metals Co. uses

surplus aluminum from WWII to
make aluminum foil.

1947: Refrigeration and suburban
growth are responsible for the cre-
ation of supermarkets where all food
stuffs can be found under one roof.

1947: Cake mixes from Betty
Crocker and Pillsbury make their
debut. The first mix is for a single
layer ginger cake.

1948: V8 Cocktail Vegetable
Juice is introduced by Campbell Soup
Co.

1948: The process of condensing
and freezing orange juice is devel-
oped but the Minute Maid Co. needs
help in getting the word out. Investor
John Whitney offers a glass of the
juice to his golf partner Bing Crosby.
Crosby loves it and buys 20,000
shares of the company and hawks the
juice on radio and television. Demand
for Florida orange juice quadruples. 

1949: Sara Lee Cheese Cake is
introduced by baker Charles Luken,
who names the product for his
daughter.

RECIPES cont. from P.8

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork6/23
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Click on “Local News” at

•Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set!
• Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your
utility company and only pay for the energy you use.
• More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you
deserve.

$1,200 average first year savings • 5 Star rating on Google • Kuubix Master Dealer • FREE Estimate

559-978-7448
6081 N 1st Street • Suite 101 • Fresno • info@solarbystellar.com

6/
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By Igal Treibatch

Lack of water - effects on
Madera’s farming and the

future of Madera’s farming
business tax revenue

Although we had a banner year of
rain, IT DOES NOT MEAN WE ARE
OUT OF THE DROUGHT AND
WATER PROBLEMS.

Madera County is relying mostly on
taxes to run all services for our commu-
nity. A large portion of Madera’s tax
budget comes from the agriculture busi-
nesses. Agriculture business relies on
available water. Since California’s
aquifers have been overdrafted over the
past years due to extended droughts and
overuse, the state has implemented
mandatory restrictions (through the In-
tegrated Water Management Plan)
which the County must follow. These
restrictions are negatively affecting the
agriculture business, to the point that
some will collapse.

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-797-2528

Caesar Dents
&&Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 6/
23

As an example, it takes approxi-
mately three acre-feet (36 inches) of ir-
rigating water to farm an acre of trees.
Over the years, the annual average
Madera rainfall has been approximately
17 inches. That does not mean that you
get 17 inches every year, especially
when you are in a time of drought.
Based on the new restrictions, there are
new irri-
g a t i n g
water al-
locations
of six
i n c h e s
per acre.
There is
a d d i -
t i o n a l
w a t e r
that is
t e m -
porar i ly
available
and is being reduced every year to a
point where the true allocated water for
farming will potentially end up at only
six inches per acre per year. Farming
can’t be sustained with only 12 inches
of water, especially when you get six
inches of aquifer water and in a year of
drought you may only receive six
inches of rain.

The trees can’t wait for a year without
being irrigated.

That simply means “death” to the
trees. The effects of less farming will
mean less Tax Revenue to the County.
How will that potential loss of tax revenue
affect the County services? How soon will
the County be forced to cut services? The
County will have to look for other tax rev-

e n u e
sources to
make up the
difference.
A transi-
tional phase
will have to
take place
for our
County to
be able to
provide all
the needed
s e r v i c e s
they intend

to provide. Since homes use less water
than trees, I assume we will be seeing
more new homes being built to make up
for the differences. 

We all must work together and find
reasonable solutions.

We at SEMCU invite all to participate
at our one-hour monthly meeting on the
third Monday of every month, and bring
up ideas that could lead to improvement of
our neighborhoods and living standards
for our community. The public is invited
and encouraged to offer ideas for projects
to help our community.

SEMCU convenes FOR ONLY 1
HOUR on the third Monday of every
month starting at 6 p.m. SEMCU’s next
meeting is Monday, July 17.

For the foreseeable future, instead of
convening our monthly Board meetings at
the Pizza Factory, we will hold our board
meetings via telephone conferencing. To
participate in the board’s conference meet-
ing via telephone or video, call 312-757-
3121 and you will get prompted to input
the access code: 715657949#

To reach SEMCU for more informa-
tion or suggestions, call 559-363-9095 or
reach the organization at www.semcu.org
or by email at info@semcu.org. 

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”
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TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

• The "Guinness World Records" holds the
world record for being the most stolen book
from public libraries. • Some New York
City taxis are actually undercover cop cars.
• Nintendo was sued and found guilty be-
cause kids were getting blisters from play-
ing too much Mario Party. • A cow named
Cincinnati Freedom lived up to her name when she evaded police officers for 11
days after jumping a 6-foot fence to escape a slaughterhouse. Once caught, she
was given the key to the city by Cincinnati's mayor and allowed to peacefully
live out her remaining days in a New York sanctuary. • Before he became the
axman for Guns N' Roses, Slash auditioned for the band Poison but decided not
to join when he was asked about wearing makeup. • Persian King Agha Mo-
hammad Khan ordered the execution of two servants for being too loud. Since
it was a holy day, he postponed the event for 24 hours and made the servants re-
turn to their duties. It turned out to be an unfortunate decision, as they murdered
the ruler in his sleep that very night. • When George Washington died, Napoleon
Bonaparte gave a personal eulogy and ordered a 10-day mourning period for
France. • By 1930, doping had become so prevalent and even accepted in the
Tour de France that its organizers felt compelled to inform cyclists in the offi-
cial rulebook that drugs would not be provided. • Onions are the only com-
modity banned from futures trading in America. • The man for whom Mount
Everest was named, George Everest, didn't want the honor, pointing out that his
name was difficult to write or pronounce in Hindi and that all previous Hi-
malayan peaks were officially given indigenous names.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Thank you for your donations to the 
Kiwanis Club of  Madera Ranchos         
John Minney – Liberty High School

Scholarship Awards

Britz/Sun West
C&S Auto & Truck Parts
Leslie & Bob Carella
Chad’s Trucking

Golden Valley Baptist Church
John Minney

Pistoresi Ambulance
Trigo Enterprises
Quady Winery

For making dreams come true
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Click on “Local News” at

Ranchos Kiwanis and Our Students
Kiwanis Korner

MAY 2023

Median Listing Price
$537K

MedianDays onMarket
48

Median Sold Price
$484.8K

Median Price/SF Sold
$247

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® •DRE02093132

Jessica Gonzales
559-408-1784

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161

WE GOT YOU!

6/
23

“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

6/
23

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden

Our article this month is dedicated
to the students of Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District. Congratulations to
all completing the 2022-2023 academic
school year. Your summer break is
here. Enjoy.

Continuing with acknowledging
Golden Valley students, we have three
categories of awards that are given out
at the end of each academic school
year. The first is The John Minney –
Liberty High School – Scholarship
Awards. The second is the Hope of
America Ranchos Middle School
Awards. The third is the Sierra View,
Stone Creek and Webster Elementary
School Character Counts Bicycle Give-
away Awards.

Starting with our high school stu-
dents, The John Minney – Liberty High
School – Scholarship Awards recipi-
ents were Oscar B. Ferrer, Jared Nolte
and Madelyn McClure. The criteria to
qualify for this award is based upon the
student’s GPA of 2.5 or above, activi-
ties in the community, a written per-
sonal essay telling about themselves
and their goals, and providing two let-
ters of recommendation. Congratula-
tions to these three students each
receiving a $1,100 scholarship. Thank
you, Bev Delk, our Kiwanis Chairper-
son leading our selection committee, in
awarding these scholarships. And,
thanks to Sally Rowden, our Scholar-
ship Coordinator.

Before moving on to the next two
awards, as the John Minney – Liberty
High School – Scholarship Awards Co-
ordinator, I would like to publicly
thank the following individuals and/or
businesses of our communities who
generously donated: Britz/Sun West •
C&S Auto & Truck Parts • Leslie &
Bob Carella • Chad’s Trucking •
Golden Valley Baptist Church • John
Minney • Pistoresi Ambulance • Trigo
Enterprises • Quady Winery

Again, it is with sincere thanks for

your donations that make dreams pos-
sible.

Shifting to our second award, the
Hope of America Ranchos Middle
School Awards for $100 each, Vanessa
Barrow and Charlie Chang were the re-
cipients. The criteria as a recipient of
this award is to display leadership
qualities, ethical/moral character and
academic competency. Ranchos Mid-
dle School Teachers comprise the se-
lection committee for this award.
Congratulations Vanessa and Charlie.

Then, there is our exciting Charac-
ter Counts Bicycle Giveaway Awards
at our three elementary schools: Sierra
View, Stone Creek and Webster. From
Sierra View Elementary recipients are
Addyson Gharibeh (5th Grade) and
Ivan Tcha (4th Grade). From Stone
Creek Elementary recipients are An-
drea Cervantes (4th Grade) and Char-
lie Vick (5th Grade). And, from
Webster Elementary, recipients are
Aiden Anderson (4th Grade) and Jor-
dan Wallen (6th Grade). Each of these
students demonstrated academic ac-
complishments, leadership and good
character as selected by each school’s
faculty and administration. Congratu-
lations to each of these six deserving
students.

As the summer months unfold, the
Kiwanis Club of Madera Ranchos
takes the time to enjoy vacations but
also plan for our upcoming events dur-
ing 2023-2024. If you have an interest
in becoming a Kiwanian, this would be
the perfect opportunity, as you would
be part of the planning for our new and
continued events. Know that Kiwanis
Clubs are dedicated to “improving the
lives of children one community at a
time.” Contact Sally Rowden at row-
densally2@gmail.com for further in-
formation about joining us. Or if you
have ideas that you would like to share
with us regarding community events,
partnerships, and/or school functions.

Time for a HOME change?
Let ME help you.

Ana Marie Sherwood, Realtor®

asherwood@guarantee.com
DRE LIC. #01894032

GUARANTEE
REAL ESTATE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affilliate

555599--990033--00885555

6/
23

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

    Real Estate

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

SUDOKU
SAY YOU SAW IT ...

... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

The following is excerpted from the
Election Integrity Project California web-
site at www.eip-ca.com. If you are con-
cerned about the fairness of our elections,
this is the site for information. EIPCA and
its website are highly acclaimed for well
researched and up-to-date information and
analysis of our voting system, and they
offer recommendations for its reform. This
is the first in a series of seven recent arti-
cles on the website that promote election
“integrity”. You may want to read them
all!

Election Integrity Project California
“On Your Honor”

Part 1 of 7
Humans are the best of creatures and

the worst of creatures. We are capable of

great thinking, creativity, compassion and
acts of love. But we are equally capable of
the most ugly, dishonest and destructive
actions imaginable. So, while most of us
do our best to be our best, we need limits,
restrictions and laws. We need doors,
fences, walls, locks, alarm systems, pass-
words and identifica-
tion cards. We also
need law enforce-
ment, consequences,
courts of law and
jails.

It is unwise to
trust people just be-
cause they say they can
be trusted. None of us
does that in our own lives,
especially on things that mat-
ter to us. And yet, when it
comes to California elections,
everything is “On Your Honor.”
The state “trusts” everyone in every
circumstance. This starts with regis-
tering to vote. The California voter regis-
tration form asks, “Are you a U.S.
citizen?”

• If someone says “yes,” the state does
not check further – it takes people at their
word.

• If someone says “no,” the state
sends them a card, basically asking, “Do
you want to change your answer?”

• If someone does not answer the ques-
tion, California sets the default to “yes.” The
state makes the registration legal, without
checking further.

An honor system for something as im-
portant as U.S. citizenship harms the integrity
of our elections. And the problem does not
end with voter registration forms, because
the state can easily register non-citizens to
vote without their having to even complete
these forms:

• California’s New Motor Voter law
mandates the state to automatically regis-
ter to vote anyone interacting with the
DMV, unless the individual proac-
tively opts out.

•When the DMV transmits
driver’s license applications
to the Secretary of State,
the Secretary of State
may automatically
register non-citi-
zens to vote be-
cause the
Secretary of
State does not

have access to the
DMV’s information regarding the applicant’s
citizenship.

The DMV is the best source of informa-
tion for citizenship, because it requires new
applicants to present a birth certificate or a
passport to determine the type of license or

ID card it will issue (one for citizens, a dif-
ferent type for documented non-citizens, and
a third type for undocumented non-citizens).
Yet state law prohibits the DMV from shar-
ing citizenship information with any state
elections official, including the Secretary of
State. So, whether someone completes a reg-
istration form or simply interacts with the
DMV, elections officials have no way to
check the citizenship status of registrants,
even if they wanted to. The people in charge
of our elections are flying blind in a system
operated purely “on your honor.”

Because of all these problems, there is
no way to determine howmany non-citizens
are on California voter rolls, how many ac-
tively vote, or how many have their identity
used by someone else to cast a vote in their
name. This system is NOT a wise way to
safeguard our most fundamental right as cit-
izens: The right to choose our representa-
tives by fair, honest and transparent
elections.

This article is the first in EIPCA’s series
that illustrates how California’s “On Your
Honor” system endangers the integrity of our
elections, and it barely scratches the surface
of inept election practices. Please go to their
website to complete your educational jour-
ney in Parts two through seven and use your
newfound knowledge to work toward cor-
recting the “holes” in our voting system.
Then vote wisely in 2024.

California Election
Procedures

tive – continue to outpace this revenue
growth. Because of this, the County is
in a quandary about maintaining high
standards of service in the face of a
growing population, which will ulti-
mately result in chronic budget deficits
for the General Fund.

The County is betting on bridging
these deficits with very limited one-
time funding, understanding that
meaningful measures have to be taken
to reduce services to manageable lev-
els through staff attrition or finding
additional revenue sources. Public
safety departments, including the Sher-
iff’s Office, District Attorney, Proba-
tion and the Fire Department, will be
the most impacted by the proposed
budget reductions, as their funding
mainly relies on discretionary rev-
enues. In spite of this, the Board has
consistently prioritized public safety
service levels when it comes to allo-
cating limited funding. For example,
discretionary revenues allocated to
public safety for 2023-24 is 74 per-
cent, up from 73 percent in 2022-23,
and up significantly from 65 percent in
2017-18.

BUDGET cont. from P. 3MaderaShootingSuspectApprehendedatMexicoBorder
Francisco Trejo Ramirez, 51, the sus-

pected shooter in a double homicide on
Father’s Day morning in Madera and the
focus of a manhunt in Madera County, has
been apprehended at the Mexico border as
he attempted to cross into Mexico.

Ramirez is suspected of shooting and
killing a father and son in Madera and in-
juring a third person in the early hours of
Father’s Day morning.

The Sheriff’s department said it all
happened around 4 a.m. Sunday morning,
June 18, near Las Palmas Avenue and
Paraiso Street in Madera. The father, who
was killed, was at a home in the 23000
block of Las Palmas Avenue and was
playing cards in the garage with a group of
people. The son, who was also killed, was
found shot dead at a separate house one
block away in the 23000 block of Avenue
9. The other person shot and injured was a
15-year-old boy that appeared to know the
father and son. It was unclear where the
15-year-old was and when he was shot.
Sheriffs reported that he was taken to the
hospital in critical condition. At present,
the only connection to those involved was

a wedding where it appears that the son
was a guest earlier in the day. The wed-

ding was being held nearby at a home also
on Avenue Nine.

Sheriffs say Ramirez was alledgedly

an acquaintance of the victims and after
the shooting left the scene in a silver 2007
Tacoma pickup with California license
plates.

Initially, Madera County Sheriff
Tyson Pogue was asking for the public's
assistance to help locate Francisco
Ramirez. Since he was believed to live in
Madera and was the only suspect, the
Sheriff sought the public’s help, but with
the caveat that Ramirez was considered
armed and dangerous.

Persons fleeing the law often look at
escaping to Mexico as a foolproof escape
plan, possibly stemming from the mis-
taken belief that the United States and
Mexico do not have an extradition treaty.
However, the U.S. and Mexico do have a
bilateral extradition treaty, first signed in
1978. Between 2003 and 2011, more than
2,000 criminals were captured and re-
turned to the United States for prosecution,
according to U.S. Marshals data.

Anyone with any additional informa-
tion about this case is asked to contact
Madera County Sheriff’s Detectives at
559-675-7777.

Francisco Trejo Ramirez, 51, who is sus-
pected of shooting and killing a father and son
in Madera and injuring a third person, has
been apprehended at the Mexico border at-
tempting to cross into Mexico.
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Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RRAANNDDYY  BBAAIILLEEYY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$15
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849

www.bedrockeng.com

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,
pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned
propane company
in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-479-4113
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES

DRIVEWAY  BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

Commercial/Residential
ALSO specializing in finish

carpentry & handyman services

tile • hardwood • laminate • LVP

Expert installation • over 30 yrs experience

NEW FLOORS 
IN YOUR HOME!

559-994-5908
FREE ESTIMATES! Lic. #591468   

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in the

Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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Classified
Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care
Excellent Child Care - 30+ years of
experience. Your home or mine.
Evenings after 5 p.m. and weekends.
Call and interview me! Call Diane
Whetsel at 559-645-5903.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Gutter Services
The Gut ter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tanda rd
ra in gu t t e r s . Genera l Con t rac to r .
Repa i r Main tenance . 26 yea r s
work ing in the a rea . Cal l 5 5 9 -
908 - 0759 .

Housecleaning
Over 40 yar s o f e xpe r i en c e -
Re f e r enc e s ava i l ab l e - Lupe ’ s
Hou s e C l e an i ng , r e s i d e n t i a l ,
o n e - t ime s e r v i c e , move -
i n s /move - ou t s , w i ndows , c on -
s t r u c t i o n c l e a n up .
Lup e P r a d o 2 5@y a h o o . c om .

5 5 9 - 7 1 0 - 0 6 9 2 o r 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 -
2 9 1 5 .

Property Clean Up
Proper ty c l ean up , l andscape
maintenance and tree tr imming
- FREE ESTIMATES . P ro f e s -
s iona l and re l i ab l e . Cal l Er ic a t
559-903-3757 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured.

Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates.

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to ar-
rive at the figures given at the
bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the di-
agram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

6/23

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE  ccaallll  555599--664455--00663344

• Purchase a large tub of cookie dough,
and when you make the first batch, go
ahead and portion out the remaining
dough by teaspoons onto a cold cookie
sheet. Freeze as balls, and then replace
them in the container they came from.
Refreeze. Now you can take out only as
many cookies as you would like to make,
and cook them straight from frozen. •
"This is a tip for painting stairs. Paint every other stair. Let them dry. Then
paint the other stairs. This will make your staircase usable the whole way
through your paint job." -- R.L. in Michigan • Spray old artificial flowers
with hair spray to make the look fresh and vibrant. • Many food containers
can be reused to store personal items. Glass jars can be cleaned and labels
removed. Paperboard boxes can be custom trimmed and covered with left-
over wrapping paper or wallpaper. Paper milk cartons can be cleaned with
soap and water, dried thoroughly then painted to hold a variety of items.
Don't overlook the many possibilities in a piece of recycling or trash. • Use
plain household vinegar to kill grass that grows in the cracks of walkways
and driveways. • "Use bathroom fans appropriately. Make sure to turn them
off. They vent air to the outside, and that includes your paid-for air condi-
tioning, too. Close the bathroom door after showering and let the fan run for
about 10 minutes. Then turn it off." -- D.A. in Texas

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You Ewes and Rams will find your ideas cheered by a mostly
receptive flock. Those few dissenters could well be turned around by your charm and powers of
persuasion.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It's time for the bold and beautiful Bovine to shake off the dust of
the past and shape up new ideas for the future. This could surprise some folks, but they'll soon
adjust.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Those nagging new doubts about an upcoming decision should alert
you to step back (at least temporarily) so you can reassess its potential impact from a new
perspective.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) That unpleasant situation you hoped would go away by itself needs
immediate attention before it affects an upcoming decision. Expect your supporters to rally around
your cause.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You're moving up and away from that recent setback. But remain
cautious about finances. An exercise in thrift today helps cushion a possible end-of-the-month money
squeeze.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You're still dealing with overtones of pessimism that cause you
to doubt your ability to make some needed changes. But the negative pressures will ease up by
week's end.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) There could be some fallout from the way you handled a
recent family problem. But those who know that you were in the right won't hesitate to step in on
your behalf.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Financial strains ease by week's end. Meanwhile, focus on
cultivating that new relationship if you hope to have it blossom into something more meaningful.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Health matters once again dominate the week. Be
careful not to ignore recurrences of an old problem. An almost-forgotten commitment resurfaces.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The emergence of an unusual selfish streak could
dismay those close to you. Defy it -- don't justify it -- so you can become your gracious self again.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Reassess your decision to stay with the status quo. It might
seem like the sensible thing to do right now, but changes around you couldmake that choice a risky one.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Move decisively, but cautiously, when dealing with a delicate
personal matter. The fewer mistakes you make now, the less likely it is that the problem will recur
later on.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

You can find beauty where many cannot, and
you enjoy sharing your discoveries with others.
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Click on “Local News” at

1. MOVIES: Whd voiced Darth Vader in
the first three "Star Wars" movies? 2. TEL-
EVISION: Which was the first TV show
to react to the 9/11 attack? 3. LITERA-
TURE: Who is the youngest Nobel Prize
for literature winner? 4. HISTORY:Where
did Anne Frank live before being discov-
ered? 5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is
the tallest breed of dog? 6. FOOD &
DRINK: What is the national dish of
Spain? 7. GEOGRAPHY: Which is the
city that also is the smallest country in the
world? 8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
Which holiday is considered the Jewish
New Year? 9. ANATOMY: What are the
bones in the fingers called? 10. ASTRON-
OMY: How many primary phases of the
moon exist?

1.JamesEarlJones.
2."TheWestWing."
3.RudyardKipling.
4.Amsterdam.
5.GreatDane.
6.Paella.
7.VaticanCity.
8.RoshHashanah.
9.Phalanges.
10.Four.

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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1.DonnaFargo,in1972.Arumor,later
denied,wasthatFargowassuedbyDis-
neyforonespecificlineinthelyrics.2.
LouRawls,in1976.Thesongopenedup
hiscareer,endingupatthetopofboth
theR&Bandeasylisteningcharts.3.
"KarmaChameleon,"in1983.Itwas
filmedatDesboroughIslandnearSurrey,
England.4.DarylHallandJohnOates,
in1973.5."QuitPlayingGames(with
MyHeart),"bytheBackstreetBoysin
1996.Whenitbegantorainduringfilm-
ingofthevideo,theboystookofftheir
shirtsandcontinuedfilming.MTVdidn't
wanttoairthevideoduetotheshirtpor-
tionbutrelentedafterthephone-inre-
sponsesonTotalRequestLive.

1. Name the artist who wrote and re-
leased "The Happiest Girl in the Whole
U.S.A." 2. Which artist released "You'll
Never Find Another Love Like Mine"?
3. The video for which Boy George and
Culture Club song was filmed aboard a
riverboat? 4. Which duo wrote and re-
leased "She's Gone"? 5. Name the song
that contains these lyrics: "I live my life
the way, To keep you coming back to
me, Everything I do is for you."
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The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.

6/
23

Until further notice, the regular SEMCU
meetings will take place via teleconference.
Please let us know if you have any questions.

“Are you worried about the future of
our community? Howwill the County
replace lost Tax Money as agriculture
is phased out?”

Please join us for One Hour to provide
questions, concerns and solutions to
our community. Our next meeting is

Monday, July 17 at 6 p.m.




