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When California state legislators
voted to approve Property Assessed
Clean Energy (PACE) and encouraged
local communities to embrace this inno-
vative home energy and efficiency fi-
nancing model, Madera County was
quick to act. Madera County, as well as
cities within the county, adopted PACE
with the goal of helping local homeown-
ers make renewable energy and energy-
and water-efficiency upgrades that could
reduce utility bills and greenhouse gas
emissions while creating local clean-en-
ergy jobs.

It’s clear that the PACE financing
model is working. Through the state’s
largest PACE program, HERO, more
than 350 homeowners in Madera County
have made over 700 energy efficiency,
water efficiency or solar power improve-
ments to their homes over the last two
and a half years. HERO is just one of sev-
eral PACE providers in the county.

"The HERO program provides
homeowners the opportunity to improve
their homes functionality and efficiency
while improving their standard of living,”
said Madera County Supervisor David
Rogers. “At the same time the program
provides local jobs for contractors, which
helps the economy."

Since PACE became available,
Madera County has also seen a positive
impact on the local economy. For exam-
ple, HERO-funded home improvement
activity has generated $13.1 million in
new economic activity. By stimulating
home renovations, PACE increases de-
mand for local contractor services. As a
result, the HERO Program is now sup-
porting an estimated 64 regional jobs
through this boost to the local economy.
Many of these jobs, like those in the local
construction sector, cannot be automated
or outsourced.

PACE enables homeowners to make
energy and efficiency improvements and
to pay for them over time at a fixed in-
terest rate through an additional line item
on their property taxes. The resources
saved through PACE-financed efficiency
upgrades are significant. For example, for

$13.1 Million in Eco-
nomic Impact; 64 Jobs Cre-
ated

Saving Energy,
Creating Jobs in
Madera County

Please see PACE on P. 16

By Karen Petryna

Section 2 of Article X Water of the California Constitution,
added in 1928, reads:

“It is hereby declared that because of the conditions prevail-
ing in this State, the general welfare requires that the water re-
sources of the State be put to beneficial use
to the fullest extent of which they are capa-
ble, and that the waste or unreasonable use
or unreasonable method of use of water be
prevented, and that the conservation of such
waters is to be exercised with a view to the
reasonable and beneficial use thereof in the
interest of the people and for the public wel-
fare.”

Yet, as evidenced by the necessity to
continue to drill groundwater wells ever
deeper by those who have lost access to the
benefits of natural groundwater recharge
from rivers and water bodies that have been
severely diminished or no longer exist, the
public welfare has not been protected.

Section 2 of Article X Water goes on:
“The right to water or to the use or

flow of water in or from any natural stream
or water course in this State is and shall be
limited to such water as shall be reasonably
required for the beneficial use to be served,
and such right does not and shall not extend
to the waste or unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use
or unreasonable method of diversion of water.”

Unreasonable diversion has been allowed and continues to
occur such that the water that always flowed down from the Sierra
Mountains into the watershed of the San Joaquin River Valley now
flows into man-made canals that carry it primarily to agribusi-
nesses that are using it increasingly to produce almonds, most of
which are exported overseas.

Central Valley Project
Since the California Constitution was amended in 1928 to ad-

dress the use of water, federal, state and local authorities, as part
of the Central Valley Project, have created agencies, regulations
and projects to store, convey and divert the natural flow of the San
Joaquin and Sacramento Rivers using dams, reservoirs, lakes and
canals along with a myriad of rules, regulations, plans and rights,
both historic and manufactured, ostensibly to comply with the Cal-
ifornia Constitution. This has resulted in a reallocation between
those who have had historical access to surface and groundwater
and those who never had it before.

Such plans include the Madera Regional Groundwater Man-
agement Plan, first completed in 2002 and most recently updated
in December 2014. There’s theMadera Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan, begun in 2006 and most recently updated in

December 2014, and is requiring another update to meet Proposi-
tion 1 standards. The Groundwater Sustainability Plans required
by the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 – and
due to be completed by January 31, 2020 – all of which recognize
the critical need for groundwater recharge and which, if up to date,
provide a path for grant funding like that awarded for the Root
Creek In-Lieu Groundwater Recharge pipeline. That pipeline, con-
structed in part with $4 million of tax-payer dollars, delivers sur-
face water from the public-owned Central Valley Project irrigation
canals run by the Madera Irrigation District to citrus groves and
vineyards in the Root Creek Water District so that farmers there
don’t have to pump as much groundwater.

Our Watershed
The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is a bay-head delta

because it is at the head of the San Francisco Bay estuary where
the ocean tide water meets the fresh water channels of the San
Joaquin and Sacramento Rivers and comprise what are called wet-

lands. This natural water system is an ecosystem defined as “a
group of interconnected elements, formed by the interaction of a
community of organisms with their environment,” according to
Dictionary.com. While there is disagreement as to whether all the
elements of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta ecosystem
that are interconnected are equally interdependent, let alone
equally important, it was a natural system that delicately balanced
itself until human intervention that included construction of the
Friant Dam, the Madera-Chowchilla Canal, and the Friant-Kern
Canal, completed respectively in 1942, 1945 and 1951 as part of
the Central Valley Project. These acts also produced Millerton
Lake, with a half-million gallons of surface water storage and the
canal system that is operated byMadera Irrigation District and the
Chowchilla Water District for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.

Fig Garden Reservoir and Dam
As reported last month, the original plans for the Central Val-

ley Project – a dam and reservoir called the Fig Garden Dam and
Reservoir – were proposed but never completed. The California
State engineers who introduced the project designed the dam and
reservoir to run along the San Joaquin River, on the Madera-
Fresno County border, fromWoodward Park to Highway 99. The

The Case for Ranchos Groundwater Recharge NOW
Editor’s Note: This is the second of a three-part series of

articles about Water in the Ranchos. Last month’s article set
the stage from a historical perspective in terms of how the San
Joaquin River Valley was formed over millions of years and
then modified in the last 77 by the U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion’s Central Valley Project. This month’s article goes into
more depth about how public and government agencies have
created the current untenable situation, particularly in south-
east Madera.

Please see RECHARGE on P. 14
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OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!
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AA  SSppeecciiaall  ““TThhaannkk  YYoouu””

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  aallll  ooff  oouurr  ffaaiitthhffuu
ll ccuussttoommeerrss  oovveerr  tthhee

llaasstt    1100  yyeeaarrss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  33--VV
  FFeeeedd  YYOOUURR ffeeeedd  ssttoorree..

WWiitthhoouutt  yyoouurr  llooyyaall ssuuppppoorrtt  wwee  wwoo
uullddnn’’tt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aabbllee  ttoo

bbeeccoommee  tthhee  ttoopp  pprroovviiddeerr  ooff  qquuaalliittyy
hhaayy  iinn  tthhee  CCeennttrraall  SSaann

JJooaaqquuiinn  VVaalllleeyy..  TThhaatt  iiss  ssoolleellyy  tthhaa
nnkkss  ttoo  yyoouu  aanndd  wwee    aarree

ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  ggrraatteeffuull..  TThhee  bbeesstt  wwaa
yy  wwee  ccaann  tthhiinnkk  ooff  ttoo

sshhooww  oouurr  ggrraattiittuuddee  iiss  aa  1100tthh  
AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  SSaallee..

TThheessee  aarree  aabbssoolluutteellyy  oouurr  lloowweesstt
  pprriicceess  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  aanndd

tthheeyy  aarree  aallll  ffoorr  yyoouu..  IItt’’ss  oouurr  wwaayy
  ooff  ggiivviinngg  bbaacckk  ttoo  yyoouu

aanndd  tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  oouurr  ww
aayy  ooff  ssaayyiinngg  ““TThhaannkk

YYoouu..””  YYoouurr  FFrriieennddss  aatt  33--VV  FFeeeedd

all
prices
exp. 7/4/17
except where noted and
are subject to change
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Summer Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

It’s our 10th Anniversary Sale!

HUGE HAY

SALE!
JULY 1-4

Final sale weekend!
Let’s celebrate our

10th Anniversary and the
4th of July together!

$1 OFF
ON ALL REGULAR BALES

FENCING • HORSE TACK • VETERINARY
SUPPLIES • POULTRY FEED • DOG FOOD
KENNELS • POULTRY CAGES • HAY

and MUCH MORE!

Every product AT LEAST 10% OFF

Check out these specials!

Poultry
Feed

on any $100 purchase

$10 OFF

ALL

Saddles
$100 - $200

$2 OFF
per bag or

$10 OFF
when you buy
$100 or more

Dog Food
ALL

ALL
Horse
Feed
BUY 10

Get 1 FREE!
ALL

WEAVER
TACK
Supply

15% OFF

Doub
le

REWA
RDS

POIN
TS on

ALL

FENCI
NG

OFF

Over $500 in Raffle Prizes!
Get a raffle ticket for every $25

you spend all month long.

Come join us on the 4th of July to
celebrate the last day of our SALE
with a customer appreciation BBQ!
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2017. Delivery must be by August 31, 2017.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters

Dear Editor:
One of the toughest challenges

cancer patients face is getting to and
from treatment. Many patients don’t
own a vehicle, can’t afford gas, or
don’t have access to public trans-
portation. Some may be too ill to
drive, or have no family members
who can help with all their trans-
portation needs. Without access to
reliable transportation, cancer pa-
tients are unable to receive regular
treatment. And even the best treat-
ment can’t work if a patient can’t get
there.

The American Cancer Society is
seeking volunteer drivers, especially
in the rural areas, willing to donate
their passenger seat to transport can-
cer patients to and from their treat-
ment through the Road To Recovery
program. 

All you need is a valid driver’s
license, a safe and reliable vehicle,
and proof of insurance. Drivers must
be 18 to 84 years old and have a good
driving record. The Society conducts
background checks on all drivers and
provides free online training.

As a volunteer driver, I can attest

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002

that the patients aren’t the only ones
to benefit from this program. It’s a
great feeling to know that I’m liter-
ally giving someone a ride that is
helping to save their life.

Please help: 800-227-2345 or
visit cancer.org/volunteer.

Mickey Jones, Volunteer Driver
American Cancer Society
Dunlap, Calif.

6/17
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By Randy Bailey

I read a very interesting piece over the
weekend. It was in the Imprimis newsletter
published by Hillsdale College. It was ex-
cerpts of a speech given by Michael Good-
win, the chief political columnist for the
NewYork Post. Goodwin’s been around the
block. He spent 16 years at the New York
Times before moving on to the Post where
he guided them to a Pulitzer Prize.

The article was entitled The 2016 Elec-
tion and the Demise of Journalistic Stan-
dards. I’m not going to regurgitate thewhole
article, but one particular passage really
stood out to me. Goodwin, referring to how
a New York Times’ media reporter started
an article, wrote: “The Timesmedia reporter
began a story this way: ‘If you’re a working
journalist and you believe that Donald J.
Trump is a demagogue playing to the na-
tion’s worst racist and nationalistic tenden-
cies, that he cozies up to anti-American
dictators and that he would be dangerous
with control of the United States nuclear
codes, how the heck are you supposed to
cover him?’ I read that paragraph and I
thought to myself, well, that’s actually an
easy question. If you feel that way about
Trump, normal journalistic ethicswould dic-
tate that you shouldn’t cover him. You can-
not be fair. And you shouldn’t be covering
Hillary Clinton either, because you’ve al-
ready decided who should be president. Go
cover sports or entertainment.”

I didn’t go to the Columbia School of

Journalism (where Goodwin now teaches)
nor have I ever worked for a “BIG” paper.
It’s been regional magazines and the Ran-
chos Independent. But when I graduated
from Fresno State with a degree in journal-
ism I understood a few things. Number 1
was that news stories were news stories and
editorialswere editorials and never the twain
shall meet. One thing I always loved about
Fox News (whether or not they did it all the
time could be debated)was their slogan “We
report, you decide.”

That is the very heart of journalism.
The second thing I took away from

Fresno State was one’s job as a reporter is to
be a “fly on thewall.” If you’re anymore in-
trusive than that you’re becoming part of the
story and -- I hate to bring this up to those
journalistic prima donnas out there --
YOU’RE not the story. What YOU think
about the story is not part of the story unless
it’s on the editorial page. And then it’s only
your opinion. I have learned that opinions
are like a specific body orifice: Everybody
has one.

The final thing I learned at the north
Fresno campuswas writers write, photogra-
phers photograph and editors edit. As a jour-
nalist you should be gathering as much
salient information as you can so your editor
has somethingwithwhich towork. If you’re
picking and choosing the information you’re
presenting specifically to slant your report-
ing one way or the other, you’re lying to
your editor; you’re lying to your readers.

But you know what? Nothing is going

American Journalism -- R.I.P.

“ There's the
problem of

leaks. Before
we even

announced
the giveaway

of surplus
cheese, the
warehouse

mice had
hired a

lobbyist. ”

Editorial

to change, at least not in the foreseeable fu-
ture. Free speech on college campuses now
means free LIBERAL speech. People with
differing ideas are forcefully -- in some
cases violently -- being excluded from speak-
ing. The right to peaceably assemble is only
allowed if you’re peacefully assembling for
the approved leftist idea du jour. And all the
while the press reports these and other activ-
ities as if they are the new normal. Attacks
on the very foundation of our constitutional
rights as Americans don’t even cause a
raised eyebrow in the pressrooms of Amer-
ica’smedia. Andwhy not? Because to ques-
tion what’s going on wouldn’t advance the
leftist agenda. Instead, it wouldmake people
stop and perhaps question what the media
was doing.

The First Amendment of the constitu-
tion establishes freedom of religion, speech,
the press, peaceful assembly and petitioning
the government. There’s a reason the press
is number three on the list: They’re supposed
to be that fly on the wall ensuring the others.

Not so much anymore.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
I ’m a l i t t l e mo r e t h an two

mon th s i n t o t h i s n ew job and
the j u ry i s s t i l l ou t on whe the r
o r no t i t ’ s a keepe r , bu t I ’ l l t e l l
y ou t h i s : I w i l l n eve r aga i n
s t rugg le to come up wi th a s to ry
fo r an a r t i c l e .

Today ’ s l e s son i s abou t con -
t r o l l i n g you r ange r a t you r
p l a c e o f bu s i n e s s and how
th rowing a punch , e spec i a l l y in
t h e gene r a l v i c i n i t y o f a man -
age r ’ s f a c e , i s n eve r a r e com-
mended app roa ch t o p rob l em
so lv ing .

A l l ow me to s e t t h e s c ene .
P i c t u r e t h e l obby o f a sma l l ,
b o r i ng Ame r i c an o f f i c e bu i l d -
i ng . The re a r e fou r wa l l s , some
cha i r s and a b ig sc r een TV wi th
a v i r t u a l f i s h t a nk on a neve r -
end ing loop . The lobby i s s epa -
r a t e d f r om the
r e s t o f t h e
bu i l d i ng by a
heavy l o cked
doo r t h a t you
can on l y a c -
c e s s w i t h a
badge o r a l i t -
t l e r e d bu t t on
unde r t h e r e -
c ep t i on de sk .
Now imag ine a
swea t y man
comes ba r r e l -
i ng i n t o s a i d
l obby pu sh i ng
h i s b i g moun -
t a i n b i k e and
demand ing to speak to pay ro l l .
No t a p rob l em, the r ecep t i on i s t
t e l l s h im a f t e r po l i t e l y a sk i ng
h im to l eave h i s b ike ou t s i de in
t h e b i k e r a ck . Now p i c t u r e t h e
swea ty man ge t t i ng rea l l y ang ry
and , t hough i t s e ems impos s i -
b l e , e v en mo r e swea t y a t t h e
me r e sugge s t i on t h a t we have
h im leave h i s d i r t y ou t s i de b ike
in the ou t s ide . Th i s was how my
day s t a r t ed .

I wou l d l i k e t o be ab l e t o
t e l l you why th e r e c ep t i on i s t
d i dn ’ t t h i nk t o c a l l s e cu r i t y
when he s t a r t e d ye l l i ng and
s c r e am ing . I wou l d l i k e t o be
ab l e t o t e l l you why she d idn ’ t
t h ink to ca l l t he po l i c e when he
s t a r t ed th rowing c l i pboa rds and
k i ck ing fu rn i t u r e , bu t I can ’ t . I
c an ’ t b e c au s e t r y i ng t o have a

“It’s hot!” -- You’re Fired

conve r s a t i on w i t h he r i s mo r e
d i f f i cu l t t han hav ing one wi th a
men ta l l y cha l l enged p la s t i c ga r -
den gnome . Wha t I can t e l l you
i s t h a t s omewhe r e i n t h e r e -
c e s s e s o f t h a t mudd l ed l i t t l e
b r a i n o f h e r s s h e t hough t t h e
an swe r t o t h i s v i o l en t and dan -
g e r ou s conund rum was t o c a l l
t h e pay ro l l s upe r v i s o r ( t h a t
wou ld be me) . So I , no t hav ing

t h e f u l l s t o r y
and th ink ing i t
wa s me r e l y an
ag i t a t e d em-
p loyee up f ron t
d emand i ng t o
spe ak t o pay -
r o l l , h i t c h ed
up my b ig g i r l
s u p e r v i s o r
b r i t c h e s and
wa lk ed r i gh t
i n t o t h e l i on ’ s
den .

When I go t
t o t h e l obby
and s aw wha t
wa s r e a l l y

go ing on I knew tha t r ecep t i on -
i s t mus t h a t e me and ha s be en
s e c r e t l y p l o t t i n g my murde r .
Desp i t e t h i s r eve l a t i on , I imme-
d i a t e l y wen t w i t h t h e t r i ed and
t rue : “Le t ’ s ca lm down so I can
he l p you” p l an . I t f a i l e d spe c -
t a cu l a r l y . I p r e s ume th e l ong
t r ek t o t h e o f f i c e on a b i k e i n
t h e June hea t , t h e f a c t t h a t h e
had t o come back t o co r r e c t
s ome t ime ca r d s and t h e im-
pend i ng s epa r a t i on w i t h h i s
b e l oved b i k e ( a r e l a t i on sh i p I
f e a r I may neve r f u l l y unde r -
s t a nd ) p r oduced t h e pe r f e c t
c h em i c a l r e a c t i on t o c r e a t e
swea t y r ed hu l k . Bad E ryn .
Hu lk smash lobby .

I mo t i oned fo r t h e r e c ep -

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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www.ranchosdental.net
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559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

Today ’s l e s son i s abou t
con t ro l l i ng your anger a t
your p lace o f bus ine s s and
how throwing a punch , e s -
pec ia l l y i n the genera l
v i c in i t y o f a manager ’s
f ace , i s neve r a recom-
mended approach to prob -
lem so lv ing .

Need l e s s to say, he i s
now an ex-employee . . .
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20 HP • 30 HP • 60 HP
120 HP Tractors

16 FT Dump Trailer

www.cowboystock.net

We have the size for your job!

209-652-9043
Call for an estimate

6/
17

HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12

6/
17

t i o n i s t t o c a l l 911 , k ep t a s a f e
d i s t a n c e and t r i e d t o c a lm the
c r a zy down . I t d i dn ’ t wo rk . I
wa sn ’ t go i ng t o ge t anywhe r e
w i t h t h i s guy , my sa f e t y wa s i n
j e opa r dy and t h e ga r d en gnome
was no he l p . I knew i t wa s t oo
dange rous to ju s t s t and the r e and
wa i t fo r t he po l i c e to ge t t he r e . I
a l s o knew tha t a s much a s I
wan t ed t o duck ou t t h e l o cked
door and leave the recep t ion i s t to
he r f a t e , I cou ldn ’ t b r i ng myse l f
t o do i t . No t b e c au s e I wo r r i e d
abou t he r bu t because I know she
i s dumb enough t o l e t t h e guy
in to the back . So , I op t ed fo r the
nex t b e s t t h i ng : I p r e t e nded I
wasn ’ t i n t im ida t ed and s tood my
g round wh i l e I s e c r e t l y pocke t
d i a l ed one o f the ope ra t i ons man-
age r s to come save me .

Jus t a s I nea r l y had moun ta in
b ike man a t l e a s t ca lm enough to
s t op r a i n i ng l i t t l e d r op l e t s o f
sp i t t l e a l l ove r the lobby , I hea rd
t h e i nne r doo r open and i n
wa lked my kn igh t i n pa s t e l p i nk
bu t ton up and two o the r ma le co l -
l e agues . To th i s momen t I do no t
know wha t i s f unn i e r , t h e s i gh t

o f swea t y guy go i ng c r a zy ove r
l eav ing h i s b ike in the b ike r ack
o r t h a t s ame guy be i ng con -
f r on t ed by a dude abou t f i v e
i n che s sho r t e r wea r i ng a sh i r t
Ba rb i e m igh t buy fo r Ken i n a
d runken , on l i n e shopp i ng b i nge .
You wou ld t h i nk be i ng con -
f r on t ed by t h r e e guy s wou l d be
enough to make a no rma l pe r son
say , “Hey , maybe I ’m ove r r e ac t -
i ng . ” No , t h i s guy ge t s r i gh t i n
P inky’s face and te l l s h im he wi l l
t a k e h i s exp l e t i v e r i dd l ed b i k e
anywhe re he exp l e t i ve ly p l ea sed .
When my co l l e ague t o l d h im to
p lease ca lm down or we wi l l have
to ca l l t he po l i c e , Swea ty cocked
h i s f i s t back and took a swing . I
d idn ’ t expec t P inky to be so fa s t
bu t I wa s imp r e s s ed and mo r e
t h an a l i t t l e d i s appo i n t ed t h a t I
d idn ’ t have popco rn .

Need l e s s to say , he i s now an
ex -emp loyee bu t t he bes t pa r t o f
t he s to ry , be s ide s P ink Sh i r t t ak -
i ng Swea ty down in a swee t a rm
ba r , i s t h a t when t h e Execu t i v e
D i r e c t o r c a l l ed t o t e rm ina t e h im
the guy s a i d , “ I t ’ s no t my f au l t ;
i t was r ea l l y ho t . ”

Ok . Maybe I l i ke my job a l i t -
t l e .

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Sweets for the Sweet

by Jean Briner

In 1993, I was diagnosed with
Type II Diabetes and my world came
to an end. No more Snickers candy
bars or Baskin-Robbins praline and
cream ice cream. I almost believed
Mars Candy Company, the maker of
Snickers candy bars, and Baskin-Rob-
bins, especially the store at the corner
of Cedar and Shields in Fresno, would
go bankrupt.
But they didn’t.
I straightened out my eating habits

and we are all still here.
Recently I had a scare with the

possibility of having cancer, and I
thought I was a goner for sure. I got
things done I should have done a long
time ago. My property and accounts in
order, the DNR (Do-Not-Resuscitate)
report done and I started my will. I did
a lot of thinking about the hereafter.
No more reading labels, how many
grams of sugar in the food, no more
looking for Sugar Free, No Sugar
Added, and think-
ing of what God
would have for
me when I walked
over – maybe a
big slice of lemon
meringue pie or
oh: A lemon milk-
shake from Supe-
rior Creamery in
Hanford. It’s been
so long since I’ve
had one.
And then my

doctor called
(yes, I have a doc-
tor that still calls you at home) and
burst my bubble. He explained to me
that the Basal Cell Carcinoma I have
is curable with proper treatment. After
I talked to my doctor I started thinking
about the people out there with serious
cancer. How much new respect I have
for those people. I thought of the peo-
ple in our families that we’ve lost: My
niece Brenda that passed away last
August; three cousins that are gone;
my sister-in-law who has had members
of her family that have all passed away
because of the awful “Big C.” My
heart goes out to you all.
While I was feeling sorry for my-

self before my doctor called, I got to
thinking about all the decadent
desserts that because of the diabetes I
would love to have been able to eat. I
went through recipe cards and books
and found some recipes that looked

absolutely yummy.
Old Fashioned Hot Fudge
Sundae Cake
1 C all-purpose flour
¾ C granulated sugar
2 T unsweetened baking cocoa

powder
2 tsp. baking powder
¼ tsp. salt
½ C whole milk
2 T vegetable oil
1 tsp. vanilla
1 C chopped nuts – pecans or wal-

nut (optional)
1 C light brown sugar – packed
¼ C unsweetened baking cocoa

powder
1 ¾ C very hot water
Ice cream

Preheat oven
to 350
In an un-

greased 9x9
square baking
dish using a fork,
mix first set of
dry ingredients –
flour, sugar,
cocoa, baking
powder and salt.
Mix well.
Next, stir in

milk, vegetable
oil and vanilla,
mix until smooth.

If using nuts, add them now. Spread
batter evenly in pan.
Last, sprinkle batter evenly on top

with brown sugar and remaining ¼
cup baking cocoa. Pour hot water over
top (DO NOT MIX).
Bake on middle rack of oven for

about 40 minutes, until top has a dry
brownie like crust. When ready, spoon
into serving dish with scoop of ice
cream, topping with some of the fudge
sauce.

S’mores Crazy Cake in a Mug
5 T all-purpose flour
4 ½ T granulated sugar
2 tsp. unsweetened cocoa
¼ tsp, baking soda
Dash of salt
½ tsp. white vinegar
¼ tsp. vanilla

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Mobile
Riding Lawnmower

Repair Service
visit us at mowersplus.us
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While I was feeling sorry for
myself before my doctor called, I
got to thinking about all the
decadent desserts that because
of the diabetes I would love to
have been able to eat. I went
through recipe cards and books
and found some recipes that
looked absolutely yummy.

Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
6/17

6
/1

7

You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.
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2 tsp. vegetable or canola oil
4 ½ T water
1 large marshmallow
3 Hershey chocolate squares
1 graham cracker square broken

into small pieces
Using a large microwave safe mug,

spray the inside with non-stick cooking
spray.

Next, mix the first five dry ingredi-
ents in the mug. After mixing well,
make three depressions in dry ingredi-
ents. Pour the vinegar in one depres-
sion, vanilla in the second one, and the
oil in the third depression. Pour the
water over the top. Using a fork mix
well until smooth. Next, place marsh-
mallow in the middle of the cake mix
and press down. Place in microwave
and cook on high for two minutes, un-
covered.* Check with a toothpick to
make sure it comes out clean (not near
the marshmallow). Be sure not to over-
cook! When done, remove from mi-
crowave, top with the Hershey
chocolate squares and sprinkle with
graham cracker pieces.

Allow to cool for a few minutes.
*Each microwave cooks differ-

ently, adjust time accordingly. If you

overcook the cake, it may ruin it. Be
sure to watch it as it bakes.

Chocolate Poke Cake
Cake
1 ¾ C flour
1 ¾ C sugar
¾ C unsweetened cocoa powder
2 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
2 eggs
1 C brewed coffee, cooled
1 T lemon juice
1 C milk
½ C vegetable oil
½ tsp vanilla
Preheat oven 350. Grease and flour

9 x 13 baking pan.
Combine milk and lemon juice and

set aside. (This mixture will thicken
slightly).

Combine flour, sugar, cocoa, bak-
ing soda and baking powder in a large
bowl.

Add eggs, coffee, soured milk, oil
and vanilla. Beat on medium speed for
two minutes. Pour into prepared pan.
Batter may seem a little runny, but
don’t worry about it. Bake 30 to 40
minutes, or until toothpick inserted in
center comes out clean. Be sure to
check at 30 minutes so it doesn’t over
bake.

www.The Ranchos.com

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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Chocolate Pudding Layer
⅔ C sugar
⅓ C unsweetened cocoa powder
3 T cornstarch
Pinch of salt
2 ¼ C milk
1 T butter
In a saucepan, combine the sugar,

cocoa powder, cornstarch and salt. Add
in cold milk, stir until combined. Turn
heat on medium high and stir constantly
until mixture comes to a boil. Allow to
boil for one minute while stirring. Re-
move from heat and stir in butter. Allow
to cool for five minutes stirring occa-
sionally. With the end of a wooden
spoon, poke holes all over the cake.
Pour warm pudding over warm cake.
Tap the pan so the pudding will seep
into the cake.

Frosting
⅓ C milk
⅓ C butter, softened
1 ¼ C sugar
1 C semi-sweet chocolate chips
In a saucepan, combine the milk, but-

ter and sugar over medium high heat.
Bring to a rolling boil and allow to boil 45
seconds. Remove from heat and add
chocolate chips. Wisk until smooth and
shiny. Immediately pour over cake. Cover
and refrigerate for at least four hours.

Got Milk? Or better yet, how about
a big cup of black coffee?
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Click on “Local News” at

Summer Sanity

“Wow, you’re all blownup!” the doctor
repeated as she studied my allergy-tested
back. It seems as soon as the beautiful spring
weather arrivesMotherNature says, “Stay in-
side and close yourwindows until it’s too hot
to come out!” Well, I think we’ve made the
transition. Summer is here.

The lazy days of summer can quickly
lead to clutter and chaos without some for-
ward thinking. For summer stay-in-town
days try some of
these tips:

1. Hooks by the
door that normally
hold backpacks and
jackets can now store
a summer tote bag
supplied with sun-
screen, bug spray,
hats, etc. It’s also a
great place to hang
swim towels to dry, or to grab as you go out
the door.

2. Place an open bin by the door for
flip-flops and swim shoes.

3. Make sure your summer sports
equipment, ice chests and lawn chairs are
easily accessible.Thatmeans nothing on the
floor in front of the garage cabinet they’re in,
or place themon open shelving at a level you
can reach.

4. Give structure to the bike and
scooter areabyplacing brightly colored duct
tape on the garage floor and designate “park-
ing spaces” for each item.

5. Even if your family activities vary
from day to day or week to week, establish
some morning and evening routines so that
personal hygiene, chores and general clean-
up are built into the schedule.

6. Create an “I’m Bored” jar with
ideas written on large craft sticks for kids to
choose from when they can’t think of some-
thing on their own. Google “I’m bored jar
ideas” if youneed somehelp.Make sure they
(and you) know that a project isn’t complete
until you’ve cleaned up and put things away.

7. Before summer’s over, be sure to
tackle last schoolyear’s papers and art-
work.Have your kids choose a limited num-
ber of keepsakes, store in a labeled file or bin,

and purge the rest. You may choose to pho-
tograph some of the artwork or projects in-
stead of keeping large items.

Chances are you’re going towant to get
out of the heat for at least a little bit this sum-
mer. Here are a few organizing tips for
travel:

1. Press your necklaces and bracelets
between two sheets of Glad Press ‘n Seal
plastic wrap to keep them from tangling.
Place rings and small earrings in a 7-day pill
case.

2. Roll your clothes instead of folding
them in thesuitcase.Placeunderwear insideof
bras to help the bras maintain their shape.

3. Bag your shoes and place them on
the wheel end of the suitcase so they don’t
squish your clothes when the suitcase is up-
right. Stuff socks inside of shoes tomaximize
space.

4. Place a large binder clip over your
razor if it’s lost its cover.

5. Use packing cubes or large Ziplocs
to keep kids’ clothing sorted (by child/day)

and organized in the
suitcase.

6. For road
trips with kids, set a
timer and unveil
prizes at regular in-
tervals.Prizes can in-
clude sticker books,
travel games, snacks,
books on CD, etc.
Use Ziplocs to store

items with multiple pieces. Bring a small
cookie sheet for each child to use as a lap
tray.

7. Compile a restaurant supply bag
with everything you need tomake dining out
with kids a more pleasant experience. Use a
travelmake-up bag withmultiple sections to
store bibs,wipes, applesauce pouches, snack-
size packaged crackers/peanut butter, fruit
bites, mini games, toy cars/animals, mini
magnetic sketch, small books, etc.

8. Use a large plastic pop-top cereal
container with a liner bag for trash inside
the car.

Finally, establish, record, laminate and
communicate some simple guidelines to
keep your homeorderly. I like PeterWalsh’s
from his book It’s All TooMuch:

1. If you open it — close it.
2. If you finish it — replace it.
3. If it’s full — empty it.
4. If it’s dirty — wash it.
5. If it’s garbage — trash it.
Blessings on your summer. Stay cool!

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place)at P.O.Box
26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-3314
oremail info@organizedbychoice.com.You can
also visit www. organizedbychoice.com.

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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17

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

6/17

TriEase Allergy Soft Gels
TriEase gel capsules.

All-natural allergy pills.
Call today to get yours!

645-4948 or 430-7131call
Call Tina TODAY to get YOUR all-natural

TriEase allergy pills.
Visit my online store at

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon

1. If you open it — close it.
2. If you finish it — replace it.

3. If it’s full — empty it.
4. If it’s dirty — wash it.

5. If it’s garbage — trash it.

Tuesday, July 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Hot Dogs & Hamburgers Provided

Golden Valley Baptist Church Parking Lot
Bring a side dish, salad or dessert

and bring your fireworks for celebration here!
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Golden Valley Baptist Church
Family Picnic & BBQ!

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
559-645-170012414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos

www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org
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SAYYOU SAW ITIN
the Ranchos Independent
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No matter how hot it
is outside, you can
count on a reliable,
energy-efficient YORK®

air conditioner to keep
you cool and comfortable
inside. And you can
also count on it being
protected by one of the
strongest warranties in
the industry. It’s just
another way we install
confidence. Call or stop
by to learn more.

Locally owned and operated
37082 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93636
559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com
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By Betty Van Valkenburg

OK, I’ve now started and scrapped
three different drafts for this Tea Time ar-
ticle. They lamented the deteriorating
state of the nation and world with vary-
ing degrees of pessimism and cautious
optimism. They decried our headlong
rush toward socialism/progressivism/
communism. They condemned the vio-
lence and horrible speech that passes for
public discourse. Each draft article got
more morose than the one before. Since
they depressed even me, the writer, I de-
cided not to foist them on you, the reader.

But while trying to be positive and
contemplating solutions for our many se-
rious problems, one idea stood out:
Schools have not taught American his-
tory in any depth for a long, long time.
Not only that, but some are actively
teaching that the United States is the
scourge of the earth.

Younger Americans may not realize
that most of human history involved life-
and-death struggles to escape from bru-
tal oppression and deprivation. They may
not know that our country was founded
for the protection of individual rights by
a government limited in power and scope
by a written constitution, which led to un-
precedented liberty and prosperity.

All of us, young and old, have lived
our entire lives under an increasingly so-
cialistic and paternalistic government
acting contrary to constitutional limits.
But the older we are, the more is the like-
lihood that we were taught the principles
that, dare I say it, made this country
great.

The lure of socialism’s promise to
provide a life free from want and pesky
hard work appeals to the human nature of
both young and old. Couple that with the
lack of guiding civic principles and we
have the unraveling of our society that we
see now.

There I go, getting morose again.
But wait, there’s more than that.

There’s something we can do, starting
now, as we celebrate this Fourth of July
with a backyard family barbecue and,
hopefully, into the future. Read and learn

so that you can teach others. Here are
some suggestions for refreshing our
memories of the history lessons we may
have learned but have forgotten:

Reread and study our founding doc-
uments: The Declaration of Independ-
ence and the U. S. Constitution.

Read a good history book. Google
and watch President Reagan’s speech
given at Normandy on the 40th anniver-
sary of D-Day and listen to it in awe and
respect for him and our great nation.
Check out the Federalist Papers, which
preceded the Constitution.

How long has it been since you read
Animal Farm? It’s short and available to
read online.

Any good book about World War II
is inspirational and chronicles heroism
and sacrifice. My dad endured the Battle
of the Bulge in a Sherman tank and I am
forever grateful for his and others’ sacri-
fices. Perhaps you or someone in your
family has been a part of history that oth-
ers would like to learn about.

If you have children or grandchil-
dren (or you’re just an interested citizen),
you might sit down and peruse their text-
books. What are their books teaching
about our history and whom and what do
they emphasize or ignore? Does Fidel
Castro get more space than, say, George
Washington? Are they factual? Students
could use a good dose of facts to counter
any propaganda found in their textbooks
and classrooms. If you should find glar-
ing errors or blatant anti-American bias,
perhaps you could share your concerns
with the school board.

Teach. Independence Day is a great
time to start. You are no doubt already a
fountain of knowledge and can teach oth-
ers what you know and have experienced.
How about striking up conversations at
the barbecue with your family and
friends, especially with the younger set?
They may really thirst for stimulating
conversation after umpteen hours on their
cell phones doing Lord knows what! If
you are a vintage-model individual, you
might make history come alive because
you have lived through it or remember
your high school history classes.

These seem like small suggestions in
the scheme of things, but who knows?
You might inspire your granddaughter or
nephew to become president someday.
And it is rewarding to be even a small
part of the solution instead of part of the
problem.

Have a safe, happy and educational
Fourth of July!

For information and resources,
please visit www.teapartypatriots.org.

Independence Day:
Lesson Time
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Through an exclusive arrangement with the owners of
the Flag Barn, the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
is the exclusive distributor of the Flag Barn T-Shirt.

With the recent sale of the Flag Barn property, the future
of this iconic symbol is in question.Get your copy of the Flag
Barn T-Shirt as a lasting memory of the patriotic symbol so
associated with the Ranchos.

Only the Golden Valley
Chamber has Flag Barn Tees! FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS STAND

for the 4th of July

Get your

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

Next to the Ranchos Cafe in the Maywood Center
Come out and support your local Chamber and library!

July 1 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Only $15 for Large and Extra Large.
$2 more for 2XLarge.
Call the Chamber today

to reserve yours! 645-4001
The Golden Valley Chamber is looking

for a short-term salesperson to sell the latest
Community Guidebook. If you’re retired or
an empty nester and not afraid of talking to
people and need to make some good extra
money, call the Chamber at 645-4001and let’s
talk.

The Golden
Valley Chamber of
Commerce would
love to see you at our
next meeting, always
the second Wednes-
day of the month at
6:30 p.m. at 37167
Ave. 12 Suite 5C in
the Maywood Cen-
ter. Come join us on
July 12 and see
what’s going on in
your community.
Call us at 645-
4001 for more in-
formation. 6/17
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Click on “Local News” at

We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.6/
17

NEW DAILYLUNCH SPECIALS

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at
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By Patti Groh

I had the nicest time at the Seniors Picnic
on Sunday, June 11. It was a wonderful op-
portunity tomeet our newmembers, about 11
of whom were in attendance. We had some
lawn games, ate good food each individual
brought themselves, had goodmusic and even
a little dancing. Of
notewasEthel Pronin,
Ranchos/Hills Seniors
member and 2017
Grand Marshal of the
Flatlander’s Day Pa-
rade, receiving her
GrandMarshal plaque
fromVirginia Vick of
the Golden Valley
Chamber of Com-
merce. We plan on
making this picnic an
annual event.

Our Independ-
ence Day Celebration
will be held on June
29.Note, I did not call
it a Fourth of JulyCel-
ebration. But we cer-
tainly will be
celebrating the same
sentiments: Our
American Freedoms!
There will be BBQ
hamburgers and hot
dogs, expertly done
byMark Koontz. The
rest of the menu will
be potluck. This is for
members only who
may bring one guest
who is asked to pay
$10. This is a Thurs-
day evening that will
begin at 6 p.m. and
will continue as long
as peoplewant to visit
and/or play cards.
Don’t forget your own
table service.

If anyone is looking for tremendous
deals, show up for the monthly sale at the
Center on July 1.On this day only, everything
in the Boutique and the Treasure House will
bemarked downby50 percent. This discount
will not apply to the Garden or Baked Goods
as these items are already ridiculously low-
priced. There are a lot of gorgeous flowers
available in the Garden. My favorites are the
geraniums. Check it all out. Usual hours
apply, 8:30 a.m. to noon.

Then the August monthly sale, on Aug.

5, will be a “Christmas in August” theme.
There are somebeautifulChristmas things ac-
cumulating at the Center so they will be dis-
played for sale. If you haveChristmas pretties
you arewanting to partwith, bring to theCen-
ter after July 1. Remember thatAugust isNo-
Bake Sale, which means that contributions
can be made to the Seniors Center without

getting our kitchens
hot (not to mention
our tummies
rounded). Same hours
apply.

Continuing our
once a month “spe-
cialty theme,” Thurs-
day night potluck on
July 20will be “picnic
food.” My first
thought is potato
salad, hot dogs and
watermelon. I’m sure
there are lots of other
ideas out there. Bring
your picnic favorite,
beginning at 6 p.m. as
usual.

A couple of addi-
tional upcoming
events in August are
“Hot August Night”
on Aug. 12. This will
again be a bring-your-
own food, as in not a
potluck – just feed
yourself and maybe a
guest. The details
haven’t been solidified
but we’ll let you know
by next month. The
other is a presentation
by a Hinds Hospice
representative who
will offer information
onbecomingahospice
volunteer. She will be
at theCenter onAug. 9
at 11 a.m., right after
the exercise class.

Reminder:All the tickets for the July 4th
raffle should be in to the Center as soon as
possible. There is a little time to still buyyours
either at theCenter, atMondayMadness or at
the Ranchos Market Wednesday and Friday
from about 4 to 5:30 p.m.

The Center will be closed on July 3 and
4. Otherwise the usual activities are “going
down.”

Information is available in the monthly
newsletterwhich is available at theCenter and
at local businesses.

Senior Report

New Members, New Celebrations
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*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 7/28/2017

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
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Aluminum Cans
20¢/lb. MORE*
(25 lbs. or more)

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

6/17 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

SSAAYY  YYOOUU  SSAAWW  IITT  ......
......  IINN  TTHHEE  RRAANNCCHHOOSS  IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT

Virginia Vick, left, representing the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, pres-
ents at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center a
plaque commemorating Ethel Pronin’s service
as 2017 Flatlanders Day Parade Grand Mar-
shal.

Caroline Reeves, left, gets acquainted with
new Ranchos/Hills Seniors member Ken Flem-
ing at the Seniors Picnic on Sunday, June 11.
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Keep it Cool
Hello 93636.
Lots of update training during

the months of May and June. The
training that stands out most in my
mind is the training I received con-
cerning today’s complex vehicle
cooling systems. But before that I
have an update for May's "In Good
Hands" article. Local TITU ("Tune
In Tune Up") events will be held on
July 15 at the Chowchilla fair-
grounds; Aug. 26 at the Fresno fair-
grounds; and Nov. 11 at the Madera
fairgrounds. There is no downside to
this program. There is no income el-
igibility qualification and no cost. If
you are concerned your vehicle's
tailpipe emissions may be higher
than your vehicle’s Smog Check Pass
threshold and would like financial
assistance, be there. Your vehicle’s
tailpipe emissions will be evaluated
on site. If your vehicle has already
failed a smog inspection due to ex-
cessive tailpipe emissions, you qual-
ify. Take your failed test report with
you. For more information go to val-
leycan.org or give me a call. We will
be glad to walk you through the
process. It's easy.

I know I talk a lot about emis-
sions but emission reduction is the
driving force behind the complexity
of today's vehicles. For that reason,
today's engines run very clean except
during cold starts and warm up. In
order to reduce those emissions,
today’s cooling systems have been
redesigned. That's correct, the cool-
ing system is now part of the emis-
sions system. The goal is to reach
normal operating temperature within
90 seconds after a start up from 40
degrees Fahrenheit. The correct en-
gine warm up rate is 0.2 - 0.4 degrees
F per second. Failure to meet this
standard will result in lower tailpipe
emissions reduction and "Check En-
gine Light" illumination.

Decreasing engine warm up time
is accomplished using a variety of
methods. One is to decrease cooling
system capacity. Less fluid requires
less time. Some cooling system ca-
pacities are as little as five quarts.
The loss of just one quart is the loss

of 20 percent of the system’s cooling
capacity. No margin for error. Be-
cause of the different expansion rates
(aluminum 1.7 times greater than
iron) of the dissimilar metals used in
the production of today’s engines, a
gasket sandwiched between dissimi-
lar metals can lose its seal due to
shearing. Be careful. No overheating
please. Replacing head gaskets on a
variable cam timing, dual-overhead
camshaft, direct-fuel injected, tur-
bocharged engine is no easy task.

The introduction of computer
controlled grille shutters is another
way. The shutters, behind the front
grille, serve several purposes. Clos-
ing the shutters blocks ambient air
flow through the radiator and thereby
decreases engine warm up time. The
shutters are also used to regulate air
flow through the radiator and main-
tain optimum engine operating tem-
peratures (195 F- 212 F) during all
phases of driving. An additional ben-
efit from grille shutters happens when
the shutters are closed as much as
possible while driving. Closing the
shutters decreases the vehicle’s drag
coefficient and improves fuel
mileage.

Another option to decrease en-
gine warm up time is to circulate en-
gine coolant through the exhaust
system. Coolant is diverted into ex-
haust manifold passages where ex-
haust heat is radiated into the coolant.
When the engine coolant reaches its
pre-set temperature, the exhaust
coolant passage is closed. Maintain-
ing today’s cooling systems is critical
to the proper function and operation
of the engine and tailpipe emissions
reduction.

At the heart of your vehicle's
cooling system is its water pump.
Today’s typical eight-cylinder engine
water pump moves 80 gallons of
coolant per minute. Imagine that.
These water pumps are capable of
draining the average swimming pool
(25,000 gallons) in slightly more the
five hours. This increased efficiency
can be attributed to the use of plastic
impellers with exotic blade designs.

Some impellers are constructed
from Nylon 66. Nylon 66 is incom-
patible with some coolants/an-
tifreezes. If the incorrect coolant is
used during service, impeller failure
is eminent. It may take a few years
but the impeller will slip on the im-
peller shaft and then break apart. This

Please see HANDS on P. 16
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Since 1985 • We are a California STAR Station
Emissions Testing and Repair • We employ only ASC Certified Technicians
Call for an estimate and appointment • Check us out on FaceBook

www.completecarcarefresno.com
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COOLING SYSTEM SERVICE
ONLY $99 plus chemicals

WITH THIS COUPON • EXPIRES JULY 28, 2017

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

6/
17

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

6/17

36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

6/17

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

6/
17

every 1,000 homes that complete HERO-fi-
nanced efficiency upgrades, on average:
carbon emissions saved are equivalent to
taking 8,500 cars off the road for one year;
energy saved is equivalent to powering
13,800 homes for one year; and water saved
is equivalent to 2.7 million showers.

Because of the public-private nature of
the program, PACE financing offers signif-
icant additional consumer safeguards not
found with other forms of home-improve-
ment financing. One significant new safe-
guard is that PACE providers are required
to give homeowners “Know-Before-You-
Owe” disclosure forms so they can easily

understand the terms of their PACE financ-
ing. Providers that are members of

PACENation, the non-profit advocacy
organization that promotes PACE financ-
ing, are required to go further and conduct
live, recorded phone calls to confirm fi-
nancing terms and reinforce the written dis-
closures. In addition, members must offer
programs to assist homeowners with post-
project issues and to assist homeowners
who experience unexpected financial hard-
ship.

More information about PACE can be
found at PACENation.us. Residents inter-
ested in HERO financing for their homes
are invited to visit www.heroprogram.com/
ca/central-california.

PACE cont. from P. 2

also applies to plastic radiators and in-
take manifolds. The chemistry of
today’s cooling systems is also CRIT-
ICAL. The days of one size fits all en-
gine coolant is long gone.

A major factor to consider for the
proper maintenance and longevity of
today’s cooling systems is the pH level
of the coolant. When the pH drops
below 8.5, the corrosion rate of cast
iron increases. When the pH is above
11 the corrosion rate of aluminum in-
creases. The proper pH range for a
modern cooling system is 9.8-10.5.
The problem is the pH of water is 7.0.
The pH of ethylene glycol, the main
ingredient in most antifreeze/coolants,
is 10.5. At a 50/50 mix the coolant pH
is 8.75 and short of our 10.1 target. It
is important to supplement the cooling
system with a pH buffer. It's just
chemistry.

It’s easy to measure pH. Dip a pH
test strip into the engine coolant and
watch it change color. Compare the
test strip color to the baseline scale on
the side of the test strip container and
read. I purchase my test strips from
NAPA and I will be glad to give you
one. Just let me know.

Ethylene glycol does not wear out
but the lubricants, silicates, phosphates
and other coolant additives do. Be
proactive. Exchange your vehicle’s
coolant at the manufacturer’s recom-
mended intervals. Preventative main-
tenance does not cost. It saves when
done properly.

My preferred method for servicing
a vehicle’s cooling system is a reverse
cooling system flush. Compressed air
pulses the coolant which causes a
scrubbing action and vibrates debris
loose. Flushing the old coolant in the
reverse direction pushes debris out of
the cooling system and into the ma-

chine to be discarded. "Drain and Fill"
does not remove much debris.

Do-it-yourselfers, my advice is do
not attempt to service the cooling sys-
tem of a modern vehicle without
proper training and equipment. At
times, however, you may want to top
off your cooling system. Never AS-
SUME what type of coolant to use. If
in doubt, do what I do. Purchase the
correct coolant from the dealer. In an
emergency, use water. It's compatible
with all coolants.

When servicing the cooling system
of an old school vehicle, keep the fol-
lowing principles in mind and all
should be fine:

• Never EVER EVER mix
coolants. The color of the coolant is
NO indicator of the coolant type.

• NEVER use tap water. Use dis-
tilled water only. As you can imagine,
the introduction of iron, sand and other
debris into the cooling system acts like
sandpaper on water pump impellers
and other cooling system components.
Adding fluorine, chlorine and who
knows what else into the cooling sys-
tem changes the cooling system chem-
istry. Mix the coolant and distilled
water at 50/50.

OK everyone, that's all for today.
Hope this helps. Ladies, thank you for
your input and encouragement. It's
great. As always, we’re looking for in-
formative and interesting automotive
topics to write about. If you have any
suggestions or questions concerning a
vehicle, I can be reached at com-
plete_car_care@hotmail.com, Face-
book or text at 559-907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636.

Warren Parr
ASE Mastercertified and Ad-

vanced Level Technician since 1988
NAPA/ASE 2013 & 2014 Califor-

nia Technician of the Year

HANDS cont. from P. 15
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By Igal Treibatch

For the last three years, SEMCU has been
working on recharge basin projectswithMadera
County and Madera Fire Department. Today,
SEMCU is working with Supervisor Brett
Frasier and others on parcels that have been
identified for possible recharge basins while
working on identifyingmore possible locations.
This is not just “talk;” this is work that is going
on right now. The engineeringwork for the per-
mits needed are in process as this article is being

written. We intend to have the first two
recharge locations built and ready to re-
ceive water for this winter’s storms.

In themeantime, SEMCU is contin-
uing its work providing free dry wells, in
addition to the 59 dry wells already
drilled last summer within our commu-
nity. These dry wells are creating a sieve
effect and have been proven as a viable
way to allow stormwater to penetrate the
ground and help recharge our aquifers.
SEMCU, as a nonprofit, was initially
formedwith basic reasons: “To dealwith
deteriorating water conditions, as well as
help create a vibrant and sustainable fu-
ture for our community.

Assembly Member Frank Bigelow
will be holding a town-hallmeeting in his
district in the near future to bring folks up
to date onwhat is going on in Sacramento
that will be affecting our immediate area.

ASEMCUgrant for reimbursement
for 20 water meters installed on private
wells has not been given yet. Take ad-
vantage of this grant money as well as a
“new” grant that will reimburse $350 for
each washing machine certified as “En-
ergyStarQualified” purchased during the
grant’s period from March 1, 2017 to
June 30, 2019. Additionally, through the
Association of California Community &
Energy Services, free washing machines
and dishwashers are available for fami-
lies that qualify.

On July 17, SEMCU will be hold-
ing its monthly meeting at the Ranchos
Pizza Factory starting at 6 p.m. The pub-
lic is invited. Become a member or sim-
ply come and listen and voice your
opinion as a member of the community.

Please call us at 559-363-9095
with any questions or visit our web-
site at www.semcu.org.

huge body of water that would have been
the Fig Garden Reservoir would have
helped stabilize the original static pressure
of the San Joaquin River along its natural
and historic route thereby allowing it to con-
tinue to replenish the Madera Subbasin,
which is the natural water bank that is the
underground part of the San Joaquin River
Valley watershed.

Further research is currently underway
to determine why the U.S. Bureau of Recla-
mation, which took the Central Valley Proj-
ect over from the state of California, did not
include the Fig Garden Dam and Reservoir.
The research is additionally looking at what
requirements Madera Irrigation District
(MID) has to preserve the intent of the 1940
study by the Bureau that states, "During the
portion of the year when irrigation water is
not in demand, this canal (Friant Canal) will
be used to replenish the supply of under-
ground basins."

Madera Irrigation District
Tommy Greci, General Manager of

MID said that he is not aware of any re-
quirement to keep the unlined Lateral 6.2
Canal that runs along the southeastern bor-
der of Madera Ranchos full to replenish
groundwater, though his public agency does
operate six recharge basins in the vicinity of
Highway 99 which are being kept full of
water that has been captured by Friant Dam.
Greci, whose organization adopted both the
Madera Regional Groundwater Manage-
ment Plan and the Madera Integrated Re-
gional Water Management Plan, and must
produce a Groundwater Sustainability Plan
by January 2020, said that MID customers
who receive surface water do not have to
pump that water from underground and that
benefits everyone.

Unfortunately, since there are no irri-
gation canals or recharge basins upgradient
of any of the current developments of south-

east Madera, namely Madera Ranchos,
Bonadelle Ranchos or Rolling Hills, there is
no opportunity for farmers operating in
those areas to access any surface water other
than rain water. Likewise, residents of
southeast Madera, whether on a water sys-
tem or not, are equally dependent on
groundwater. That is why, with the removal
of the recharging capacity of the San
Joaquin River, in the last 77 years the
groundwater table has fallen 300 feet in
southeast Madera and the Madera Subbasin
is ranked as the sixth most critically over-
drafted subbasin in California.

The state acknowledges that barring
drastic action, we will run out of groundwa-
ter in southeast Madera County. While res-
idential wells will go dry first, without
significant groundwater recharge all the
local farmers’ wells will also go dry putting
us all in the same sinking boat: Risking the
same kind of land subsidence evident all
around us that signals the complete elimi-
nation of the capacity to even hold ground-
water while the best laid plans to date have
only led to worsening conditions.

Bigger Picture
Next Tuesday, June 27, the Woodward

Park Library will host a showing of the doc-
umentary Water & Power: A California
Heist at 6:30 pm. Directed by Marina Zen-
ovich and first aired on the National Geo-
graphic Channel on Jan. 23, the film is about
California’s water system which has been
engineered both physically and contractu-
ally primarily to the benefit of corporate
landowners. Landowners Stewart and
Lynda Resnick are featured in the film and
their businesses are estimated to use ap-
proximately 120 billion gallons of water or
more each year with two-thirds of it going
for nuts. Almonds, for example, require a
gallon of water per nut for each and every
almond on the tree. Stewart’s Wikipedia
entry estimates that 120 billion gallons of
water is “… enough to supply San Fran-

RECHARGE cont. from P. 2

cisco’s 852,000 residents for a decade.” The
same article lists the Resnicks’ agribusi-
nesses in the San Joaquin Valley to include
Paramount Citrus, POM Wonderful, Tele-
flora, Fiji Water and Suterra. The Resnicks,
who reside in Beverly Hills, also have
agribusiness interests in southeast Madera.

Groundwater Recharge NOW
A local group, called Groundwater

Recharge NOW, has as its mission “To de-
velop new groundwater recharge basins that
will improve our overdrafted aquifer (the
Madera Subbasin).” This group also contin-
ues to research public and government
agency requirements for protecting every-
one’s water rights. If you are interested in
learning more, you can send an email to
RechargeGW@gmail.com.

Next month’s third and final installment
of the series will describe the steps the State
is taking to try and rectify both the rapid de-
cline in groundwater along with the causal
imbalance of the man-made water distribu-
tion system in California.
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all recyclable
materials including paper, plastic,
glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call
Diana at 999-6832 or 645-1048.
Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-
4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

F i r ewood

F o r S a l e - S e a s o n e d A l m o n d
f i r e w o o d . R o u n d o r s p l i t .
C a l l 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 o r 6 4 5 - 5 5 2 3 .

For Sale

8'x40'Seatrain Storage container
w/ locking doors at each end. 6' roll
up door and two turbine vents.
$4,500. Tuff Shed 12'x12' $650.
1960s Glaspar 14' fiberglass boat
w/trailer and 35 HP Evinrude $500.
Gardener's trailer 5'x10' tandem
axle w/side and rear doors $950.
Utility trailer 4'x6' $425. Call Tim
at 559-777-0981.

Gutter Services

The Gut ter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tanda rd
ra in gu t t e r s . Genera l Con t rac to r .
Repa i r Main tenance . 12 yea r s
work ing in the a rea . **NEW
PHONE NUMBER: 559-908-
0759**

Housecleaning

Housec leaning Service - Have
your house spring-cleaned al l year
long . Exper ienced , Respons ib le ,
Hones t . Fa i r pr ices . Cal l 416-
2585.

SUDOKU

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
are crazy cheap

call

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 6/17

ARanchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent workingMadera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 6/17

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

by Samantha Weaver

• It was beloved English author
J.R.R. Tolkien, best known for fan-
tasy tales The Hobbit and The Lord of
the Rings, who made the following
sage observation about his chosen
genre: "I have been a lover of fairy-
stories since I learned to read. Why
should a man be scorned if, finding
himself in prison, he tries to get out
and go home? Or if, when he cannot
do so, he thinks and talks about other
topics than jailers and prison walls?"

• You're probably aware that noc-
turnal animals are active at night and
that diurnal animals are active during
the day. But what about creatures that
prefer the twilight hours? Yep, they
have a name, too: They're crepuscular.

• Those who study such things say

that ecdysiasts -- those performers
better known as stripteasers -- are
likely to be first-born children.

• In a recent survey of Americans
and Britons, conducted on behalf of
meditation app Calm.com, respon-
dents reported that they get their best
sleep of the week on Thursday nights,
while Sunday night is the worst for
sleeping.

• In India at one time, it was be-
lieved that eggshells held clues to the
future. Fortunetellers would smash a
hen's egg against a special board, then
interpret the pattern made by the frag-
ments of shell.

• Add this to the list of America's
puzzling small-town festivals: Every
June, the town of Ainsworth, Ne-
braska, puts on the Middle of
Nowhere Celebration.

• Thought for the Day: "The true
test of a civilization is, not the census,
nor the size of the cities, nor the crops
-- no, but the kind of man the country
turns out." Ralph Waldo Emerson

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life!Wemake
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com •Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

6/
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I can do this for you too!
Samantha Phebus

Call me today if you would
like to sell your home
quickly for top dollar.
CalBRE#01823578

6/
17
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The Bookshelf

ByAmanda Judd

The Ranchos Library has been moving
right through theSummerReadingProgram.
What an exciting time we had at our Kick
OffwithWildChildAdventures.We just all
love the Bubble Man. Just a note: space is
sometimes limited so you may always call
the library to check on individual events but
we will surely do our best to provide every-
one with reminders in advance. If you were
not able to get to our Kick Off event, there
are printed schedules for pick up in the Ran-
chos Library or we have printed schedules
hanging in the windows for all to see. You
may also check the Madera County Library
website at www.maderacountylibrary.org

TheRanchosLibrary andFriends of the
RanchosLibrarywould like to thankEduca-
tional EmployeesCreditUnion and theRan-
chos Hills Seniors for their generous
contributions to our library and our Summer
Reading Program. Thank you for helping us
fund our summer reading program. We are
so appreciative of those who are also donat-
ing their time each and every week to help
us keep things running smoothly throughout
our events.

These past few weeks have been mov-
ing quickly and before you know it we will
be half-way through the summer break. We

love seeing everyone coming through and re-
laxing, soaking up their favorite book or
magazine or spending time watching the lit-
tle ones play. Be sure to stop in and visit and
spend some time enjoying the air condition-
ing. Help prevent the summer slide for your
school-aged ones by keeping them reading
throughout the summer.

The Fourth of July is quickly approach-
ing.Comeout and support yourRanchosLi-
brary and Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce. We will be hosting our annual
fireworks booth from July 1 through July 4
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. in theMaywood Cen-
ter. If you have any questions or need infor-
mation please contact the Chamber of
Commerce at 645-4001 or the Ranchos Li-
brary at 645-1214. Please help us make this
another successful year andwehope that you
are enjoying your summer.

4th of July with the Ranchos Library

The
Madera Ranchos

Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214

Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

call Mag Anaya Jr.
559-974-1357Ranchos

Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

Housekeeping
& Cleaning

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty houses,
offices & rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside &
out. We haul
anything and
do small repairs.

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

559-776-1699
Custom Smoker Barrels

“Get your
smoker
in time

for BBQ
season!”

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

Weekly Service Includes:
• Basic chemicals to

maintain proper 
sanitation and pH 
balance

JJUUNNGGLLEE  JJAANN’’SS  PPOOOOLL  SSEERRVVIICCEE

CCAALLLL  FFOORR  FFRREEEE
WWAATTEERR  AANNAALLYYSSIISS

&&  EESSTTIIMMAATTEE
555599--447744--99003333
555599--994422--33009988
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Information you need might be coming in sporadically, but at least
what you're getting is valuable. Continue to wait until more is available before acting on that career move.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You continue on an upbeat cycle, and with that strong Taurean
energy you should see favorable results from your hard work. A pleasant surprise awaits you in your
private life.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A misunderstanding needs more time to be worked out. Don't give
up on it just yet. Remain open to providing explanations, if called for. Another friend offers good advice.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Fast action can correct a seemingly minor problem that has taken
on some unexpectedly difficult aspects. Stay with it until it's resolved. News on a more positive note
is due soon.

LEO (July 23 toAugust 22) Some snags could cause delays in those plans you're eager to see put into
operation. But be patient. The Clever Cat will soon have good reason to celebrate a job well done.

VIRGO (Augus t 23 to Sep t ember 22 ) Be careful not to let that Virgan sensitivity dissuade
you from being the hardheaded realist you should be at this time. Your goals are in sight. Stay focused
on them.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A more positive aspect opens up, allowing you to
make some important changes in a personal situation. Remember to seek balance and avoid extremes
as you proceed.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) This is a good week to get out and enjoy the fine times
you missed while you were so deep in those workaday projects. Be sure to share it with that special
person.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Work and play are in balance this week.
However, expect news that could tip things toward the workplace for quite a while. But all to a good end.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You're more productive on the job than you
have been in some time. That's good. But be careful not to overlook some situations developing in
your private life.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You've been doing a lot for others (as usual).
But now it's time to focus on your needs, including finally going on that long-delayed trip you've been
hoping to make.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) It's all smoothly going on 'twixt you and that very special
person in your life. But a colleague causes some disruption on the job that you might be called on to
help settle.

©2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

You are sensitive to the needs of others. But you're no pushover.
You would make a fine teacher, psychologist or minister.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the Petrified
Forest National Park?
2. MOVIES: Who starred in the movie
version of the musical "Evita!"?
3. TRANSPORTATION: What major air-
port's three-letter designation is ORD?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Hannibal Hamlin
served as vice president to which U.S.
president?
5. ANATOMY: What part of the human
body is affected by Graves' disease?
6. LITERATURE: A biography of which
five-star general was titled "Old Soldiers
Never Die"?
7. MEASUREMENTS: How many table-
spoons are in a cup?
8. CARTOONS: What are the names of
the "The Chipmunks" singing group?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: When is a
sesquicentennial?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What type of spice
can be Hungarian or Spanish?

1.Arizona
2.Madonna
3.O'HareInternationalAirport,Chicago
4.AbrahamLincoln
5.Thethyroidgland
6.DouglasMacArthur
7.16
8.Theodore,SimonandAlvin
9.150-yearanniversary
10.Paprika

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Washing Machine certified as:

NEW State Grant Awarded
UP TO $350*REIMBURSEMENT FOR EACH

Sign up** list for those interested in more information:

1. The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

2. Email: info@semcu.com heading “Washer Grant Interest”

“Energy Star Qualified”

to residents of South East Madera County

IN ADDITION
FREE Low Flow equipment

is STILL available at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

*Grant monies are awarded to SEMCU, by the Department of Water Resources, (DWR), to help our
community members within the 93636 zip code better manage and conserve our water resources.

(Estimated reimbursement amount based on participation)

For more information Email: info@semcu.com or Call: (559) 363-9095
SEMCU meets at 6 p.m. on the third Monday of every month at The Pizza Factory

By the Community, For the Community!!!

6/17

**As soon as details are approved with the State we will follow up with those on the lists.




