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Over toward the Coast in Paso Robles,
San Luis Obispo County has to come
up with a groundwater management
solution otherwise state regulators can
take over, install meters on wells
and charge fees ... all without
voter approval. Is it a sign of
things to come?

A Crocker Water truck fills underground storage tanks for a homeowner near
Paso Robles whose well no longer pumps
enough water.
Photo Courtesy of Amy Quinton/Capital Public Radio
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years ago, California became one
T wo
of the last states in the West to pass a
law to manage groundwater. The political
will to do so took decades, but the bigger
battle may be putting the law into practice.
Paso Robles in San Luis Obispo County
may be a perfect example of how hard it’s
going to be.
The region is known mostly for its
more than 200 wineries. Amid the rolling
hills full of vineyards, it’s not unusual to see
tanker trucks delivering water to rural
homeowners whose wells have run dry.
Stephen Johansen with Crocker Water is
filling storage tanks for one rural homeowner. He says business is booming.
"Within the last two months we’ve had
probably more than 20 customers added on
to our weekly delivery list," Johansen said.
"There’s no water here."
Right next door, Sue Luft, a retired environmental engineer, started to see her well
fail before the drought even started.
“We had a good well, 135 feet to
groundwater. Now we’re down at 285 feet,
a new well, extremely poor quality water,”
she said.
Luft has spent about $30,000 drilling a
new well that’s pulling up water from so

deep it’s full of sulfur.
"They drilled. They drilled. They
drilled," Luft said, pointing up the road to
her neighbors who have also had water supply problems. "Those guys kept dropping
their pumps. He’s only watering part of the
vineyard at a time ‘cause he can’t keep up
anymore."
Critical Overdraft
Water levels in the Paso Robles basin
have dropped more than 100 feet in some
areas. More water is now pumped out of the
basin every year than can be replenished.
The state has deemed the basin in
“Critical Overdraft” under the new Sustainable Groundwater Management Act – or
SGMA. One of the first steps of that law requires the creation of a local agency by next
year. These Groundwater Sustainability
Agencies would be charged with coming up
with a plan to manage the basin.
"Based upon the SGMA requirements,
you’re going to have to manage this basin.
It has to be managed," Frank Meacham
with the San Luis Obispo County Board of
Supervisors said. "How that’s managed,
who manages it, the cost involved in that,
those are still all trying to be put together."
Back before the state’s new law, San

Fulbright Award for LHS Grad
2012 Liberty High graduate Jacque- well as record of service and demonlyn O’Keefe, who’s now studying at Point strated leadership in their respective
Loma Nazarene University in San Diego, fields.
has received a Fulbright U.S. Student ProThis year marks the 70th anniversary
gram grant to India as an English Teaching of the Fulbright Program’s establishment
Assistant through
in 1946 under legisthe U.S. Departlation introduced by
ment of State and
U.S. Senator J.
the J. William FulWilliam Fulbright
bright
Foreign
of Arkansas. Since
Scholarship Board.
then, the Program
O’Keefe will be
has given more than
teaching at Kamala
360,000 students,
High School in
scholars, teachers,
Mumbai through
artists, and scienthe United States
tists the opportunity
India Educational
to study, teach and
Foundation.
conduct research,
O’Keefe
is
exchange ideas, and
one of over 1,900
contribute to findU.S. citizens who
ing solutions to
will teach, conduct
shared international
research and proconcerns. Fulbright
vide
expertise
alumni
have
Jacquelyn O’Keefe, from the Liberty High’s achieved distincabroad for the
2016-2017
aca- Class of 2012, can now add Fulbright Scholar to tion in many fields,
her resume as she heads off to India to teach
demic year through
including 54 who
English there.
the Fulbright U.S.
have been awarded
Student Program. Recipients of Fulbright the Nobel Prize, 82 who have received
awards are selected on the basis of aca- Pulitzer Prizes, and 33 who have served as
demic and professional achievement as a head of state or government.

Over toward the Coast in Paso Robles,
San Luis Obispo County has to come
up with a groundwater management
solution otherwise state regulators can
take over, install meters on wells
and charge fees ... all without
voter approval. Is it a sign of
things to come?

Photo by Amy Quinton/Capital Public Radio

Luis Obispo County appeared to be well
on the way to managing groundwater. In
2013, the county prevented new vineyard
or crop plantings unless groundwater demand remained the same. Large vineyard
owners and rural homeowners came together to form a local groundwater management district right about the same time
the state’s groundwater law passed.
“We were doing exactly what the
state wanted people to do, which is local
people taking responsibility for their
groundwater,” Jerry Reaugh, a former
vineyard owner that supported the proposal, said. But when they put the local
district plan to a vote, more than 70 percent of voters in the Paso Robles Basin rejected it.
High on a hillside just outside of Paso
Robles, Jacqueline Plant-Mason walks
among the 40 acres of wine grapes she
grows. She opposed the water district.
"When you have this ‘quote’ ‘water
district,’ it’s another layer of government.
That’s all it is. It’s another layer of control," she said.
Plant-Mason and hundreds of other
landowners have sued. They believe a
court should decide how to manage the
groundwater basin. Greg Grewall led the
opposition to the local district. He doesn’t even believe the basin is critically
overdrafted.
“The other basins included on the list
have major, significant problems. We
don’t have a significant issue,” says Grewall.
The arguments against the local
water district became ugly, with rumors
circulating about a plot by big agriculture
to steal water.
“I think there was a tremendous
amount of character assassination during
this campaigning. There were a tremendous amount of conspiracy issues that
were out there,” Meacham said. “I just
can't deal with a lot of that.”

Regardless of why the election went
the way it did, state law will require San
Luis Obispo County to come up with a solution. Otherwise, state regulators can
take over, meter wells, and charge fees –
all without voter approval.
New Management Laws
The state’s new groundwater management laws mean Californians no
longer have unfettered use of underground water. State law will require the
creation of local agencies with sweeping
powers to meter wells, tax and penalize
anyone who overuses groundwater. If
agencies aren’t created by next year, state
regulators can take over.
The wine region of Paso Robles is
among the 21 groundwater basins the
state has deemed critically overdrafted.
That means more water is pumped out
than can be replenished.
“There is just a lot more demand,”
says Luft. “The wine industry, which has
been wonderful and drove a lot of us to
come here, the vineyard growth has just
been tremendous.”
But blaming the wine industry for all
the groundwater problems in the Paso
Robles basin would be an oversimplification, says Mark Hutchinson with the San
Luis Obispo County Public Works Department.
“The city of Paso Robles has grown
substantially in the last 20 years. I think
since 1970 it’s more than doubled in
size,” he said.
Population growth and predicted future demand helped drive the critical designation for the basin. In 2013,
homeowners like Luft and large vineyard
owners began an effort to create a groundwater management district. But when it finally came to a vote this spring, Paso
Robles voters overwhelmingly rejected it.
“I think the experience in the Paso

Please see WATER LAW on P. 11
Click on “Local News” at
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Check out these specials!

FENCING • HORSE TACK
VETERINARY SUPPLIES
POULTRY FEED
DOG FOOD • KENNELS
POULTRY CAGES
HAY and MUCH MORE!
KING
ask for
Diamond
Dog Food the Manager’s Special EQUINE
SENIOR

DISCOUNT
$3 OFF
$28.95
Beef & Rice

LAY
PELLETS
40 LB. BAG

when you buy a ton or more
of ANY dog food!

2% CASH BACK on
ALL purchases
Don’t forget - you still get

50LB. BAG

ALL

your 3-V FEED
$10.75 withREWARDS
CARD 25% OFF
50LB. BAG

©

LEATHER
TACK
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Letters
thing of any value into my backyard (which
has always had a padlocked gate).
Shame on the person that stole from
me. You took so much more than the item.
You took my community pride, my sense of
safety and my desire to continue to live here
too. I hope it was worth it. Get a real job
and buy your own things. You disgust me.
A very disenchanted homeowner,
Charlton Road, Madera Ranchos
(Name withheld upon request)

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
Send your letters to:
email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636
fax:

6/16

559-645-4002

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2016. Delivery must be by August 31, 2016.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

6/16

Dear Editor:
I am writing to let others in the Ranchos know to be VERY AWARE and on the
lookout. I just discovered that an expensive
collectible that I have had for over 20 years
has been stolen from right near my front
door. I have lived in the Ranchos for five
years and this item has been hanging in my
tree the entire time. It has always been
hanging in my front yard at every house I
have lived in for two decades. I am a homeowner that takes great pride in keeping up
my house and yard, and this has devastated
me. I NEVER thought that I would live
anywhere that I would have to worry about
thievery, specifically right at my front door.
Well, now I do.
It is an awful feeling, making me want
to move out of the Ranchos because I feel
so violated. I do not work outside of the
home, and am here most of the time. Trying
to figure out when the disgusting theft took
place is driving me crazy, but I also have to
live with worry and fear now. There seems
to be an increase in unsavory types driving
around and casing houses, so we all need to
be very vigilant and keep watch for our
neighbors and ourselves.
I pride myself on being vigilant and
very aware, but this has shaken me. I have
informed my neighbors and moved every-

Click on “Local News” at
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Guest Editorial

A Safe Space From ... Chaucer?
By Rich Lowry

TheRanchos

Independent
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Yale English majors are demanding a safe space from Chaucer.
In a petition to the English department, Yale undergraduates declare that
a required two-semester seminar on
Major English Poets is a danger to
their well-being. Never mind that the
offending
poets,
Shakespeare,
Chaucer, Donne, Milton, Wordsworth,
et al., are the foundational writers in
the English language. It's as if chemistry students objected to learning the
periodic table.
The root of the plaint against the
seminar is, of course, the usual PC
bean-counting, where prodigious talents who have stood the test of time
and explore the deepest questions
about what it means to be human are
found wanting. The petition whines
that "a year spent around a seminar
table where the literary contributions
of women, people of color, and queer
folk are absent actively harms all students, regardless of their identity."
This is a variation on the widespread belief on campus that unwelcome speech is tantamount to a
physical threat. In this case, the
speech happens to be some of the most
eloquent words written in the English
language. One can only pity the exceedingly fragile sensibility it takes to
feel assaulted by, say, Lines Composed

“The fact is,
we’ll never
build a
lasting
economic
recovery
by going
deeper into
debt at a
faster rate
than we
ever have
before. ”

a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey.
The petition's implicit contention
is that the major poets are too circumscribed by their race and gender to
speak to today's socially aware students, when, in point of fact, it is the
students who are too blinkered by race
and gender to marvel at great works of
art.
The poet Maya Angelou said in a
lecture once that as a child she
thought, "Shakespeare must be a black
girl." It was because, growing up in
the Jim Crow South, a victim of unspeakable abuse, Sonnet 29 spoke so
powerfully to her.
Yale's petitioners must consider
Toni Morrison a traitor to her race and
gender. She had an argument with a
theater director years ago in which she
defended Othello and went on to write
a production based on Desdemona, the
play's doomed female character. Or
how about Derek Walcott, whom a
Yale professor sympathetic to the petitioners suggests adding to the required course? He told The Guardian
newspaper a few years ago it would be
absurd to say, "Don't read Shakespeare
because he was white."
Anyone reading widely in the
English
canon
will
encounter
supremely talented female, black and
gay writers. In fact, many other Yale
courses feature them. But the creative
stream began with so-called dead
white males. It is their genius that their
words transcend their time and place
and have given us phrases, characters
and stories that are still vital today.
An official description of the
Major English Poets seminar says the
classes seek to create a heightened
"curiosity about the way language
works," as well as "a confidence in engaging with historically and formally
diverse literary texts." This is a reasonable enough academic goal -- unless the students involved are willfully
incapable of curiosity or confidence.
There is an easy solution to the
dilemma of the aggrieved petitioners:
They shouldn't study English, or anything else that might challenge their
absurdly small-minded ideological
hobbyhorses.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2016 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Beasts that Make Us Better

Mobile
Riding Lawnmower
Repair Service
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visit us at mowersplus.us
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•
•
•
•

Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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A long, long time ago in a
l a n d f a r, f a r a w a y I u s e d t o w o r k
f o r Ta c o B e l l . I a c t u a l l y m i s s i t
sometimes … pause for dramatic
gasp. Not so much the work, but I
w a s y o u n g a t t h a t t i m e a n d d i d n ’t
have all the responsibilities that
come with each additional step
deeper into the forest of adulth o o d . O k a y, m a y b e I d o n ’t m i s s
Ta c o B e l l s o m u c h a s I m i s s n o t
being a grown-up.
There was only one car in front
M y f i r s t b o s s w a s a r e a l o f m e , a t t h e w i n d o w, s o I p u l l e d
b e a s t y. S h e b a r k e d o r d e r s , d e - u p t o t h e s p e a k e r. T h i s p l a c e
manded perfection and her stink- turned out to be so slow I could
eye capabilities were rivaled only h a v e m a d e m y o w n t h r e e - c o u r s e
b y m y o w n f a t h e r ’s . N o n e o f u s m e a l , c l e a n e d t h e k i t c h e n , t h e n
liked her because we are all stu- wrote the great American novel
p i d t e e n a g e r s w h o h a d n ’t y e t f i g - b y t h e t i m e a v o i c e c a m e t h r o u g h
u r e d o u t t h a t w o r k w a s n ’t j u s t a t h e s p e a k e r a s k i n g f o r m y o r d e r.
b i g s o c i a l g a t h e r i n g , i t ’s s u p - I c o u l d s e e t h e d i s t i n c t l a c k o f
posed to be – you know – work. customers in the lobby from
Tough concept, I know. I’m grate- w h e r e I s a t s o I k n o w t h e y
ful that she never let up; it helped w e r e n ’t b a c k e d u p . T h e y d i d n ’t
t o s h a p e n o t o n l y t h e w o m a n I a p p e a r t o b e s h o r t - s t a ff e d e i t h e r
have become but
as evidenced by
also the kind of
the many kids in
employee I am
My first boss was a real m a t c h i n g s h i r t s
t o d a y.
She
and hats all in
t a u g h t m e h o w beasty. She barked orders, t h e k i t c h e n a r e a .
t o p r i o r i t i z e a n d demanded perfection and F o r
whatever
m u l t i - t a s k . S h e her stink-eye capabilities r e a s o n t h e d u d e
taught
me
a were rivaled only by my own w o r k i n g
the
sense
of
u rdrive-thru stafather ’s ... I’m grateful that
g e n c y.
She
tion had trouble
t a u g h t m e h o w she never let up; it helped h a n d l i n g m o r e
t o c o u n t b a c k to shape not only the woman th an o n e th in g at
c h a n g e . I ’ m n o t I have become but also the a time. He didn’t
s u r e w h e r e s h e kind of employee I am s t a r t t a k i n g m y
is these days,
order until the
today.
but let me tell
car at the winyou something: I
d o w d r o v e a w a y.
wish we could
Then, as I pulled
clone her and make her the away from the window a billion
r e s t a u r a n t m a n a g e r o f e v e r y y e a r s l a t e r, I c o u l d h e a r h i m j u s t
e a t e r y a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y. We l l , t a k e t h e o r d e r o f t h e c a r t h a t w a s
In and Out seems to be doing behind me when I was stuck at
o k a y f o r i t s e l f , b u t e v e r y o t h e r t h e s p e a k e r. S e e , n o w i f m y o l d
chain.
boss ran that branch he’d be betI thought of her the other day ter trained, or maybe fired. Sure,
when I was stuck in a drive-thru. she would probably have had to
I w a s t i r e d a f t e r a l o n g d a y a n d I reduce him to tears a time or two,
d i d n ’t f e e l l i k e c o o k i n g s o I d i d b u t p o l i s h i n g a d i a m o n d t a k e s
what most red-blooded Americans h e a t , p r e s s u r e , a n d f r i c t i o n . I n
do, I settled on some greasy fast the end he would be stronger for
food that would fill my belly it and have the ability to, you
u n t i l t h e n e x t m o r n i n g w h e n I know, handle more than one thing
promised I would be back on my at a time.
diet. I chose the drive-thru that
I had a similar experience
looked the least busy because I with a young girl working as a
was so hungry I could hear my
Please see GEN WHY on P. 18
stomach growling over my radio.

STOP THE PAIN!
“We’ve got your back”
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TS

D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $25!
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36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Click on “Local News” at
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO
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Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Foster Parents Needed

LIC. #107206625

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.
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(559) 222-5437
www.transitionschildrensservices.org

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

559-645-5320
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www.ranchosdental.net

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.
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37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos
“Serving your community
for over 20 years”

www.The Ranchos.com

camps, etc., we created our own — a trip to
Superior Dairy in Hanford on Amtrak;
Children’s Playhouse Theater; tours of the
police department; Sun Maid Raisins; Pizza
Hut (that was before Pizza Factory existed);
and more.
In addition to your family vacation,
there are lots of day excursions you can
plan throughout the summer. If you’re low
on ideas, pick up the current issue of Central California Parent Magazine or Google
“summer activities” for a long list of ideas
and local opportunities. Brainstorm with
Summer: The Best and the Worst
your kids to see what interests them and
create your own summer bucket list.
What are some of the projects you’ve
The best part of summer is not having
a schedule. So, what’s the worst part? Not been waiting for summer to do? Write out
having a schedule! It’s great to have time to your list and prioritize it. Maybe it includes
relax, but how many summers have come teaching your kids how to bake, or do launand gone where you accomplished neither dry. Maybe it’s cleaning out the garage, orthe projects nor the fun stuff you planned to ganizing closets, or volunteering at a local
do? Days flew by but the summer dragged non-profit. Some of these might be one-day
on as your kids recited the “I’m bored” events, others might be things you’ll want
to incorporate into your weekly routine.
mantra.
Neither the projects nor the fun outings
With no bedtime schedules, there are
more battles to get teeth brushed and PJs on are likely to “just happen” without schedand less downtime for parents. Without uling them. Create or print out a June-Audaytime routines, there’s more nagging to gust calendar. Fill in your pre-determined
get the dog fed and toys picked up. There events, vacations, and camps. Now record
on your calendar
are more power
specific dates for
struggles around TV
and computer game
“Neither the projects nor the fun out- your bucket list outings and projects. Intime. While schedings are likely to “just happen” without
tentionally
leave
ules take a little more
white space on your
energy up front, they scheduling them.”
calendar for stay-athave great potential
home-days.
for reducing stress.
One way to remain flexible is to put
I’m not suggesting you run your
household like Captain von Trapp in the the projects/outings on the calendar with
Sound of Music, but developing a frame- small sticky notes, so that if something
work for your summer schedule, while comes up, you can easily move it to another
keeping it flexible, will go a long way in day of the week. Place the high priorities
on the calendar first, so that if they aren’t
making it more peaceful and productive.
Determine a reasonable summer tuck- all achieved you’ll at least have accomin time for younger ones, and an unplug plished what’s most important.
Have a little family meeting at the befrom electronics/bed time for older ones.
From there back up to an appropriate time ginning of summer to clearly explain sumfor kids to put things away and get ready for mer routines and expectations. Entertain
bed. This might not be much later than reasonable requests for adjustments. Place
usual if they are leaving early for daycare your activities calendar and your daily routines list on the fridge or post it somewhere
in the morning.
If your kids are not in daycare, have a where it’s always in view. Direct kids to the
morning and afternoon schedule for days at list rather than nagging and prodding.
Summer is a great time to build charhome. It doesn’t have to be breakfast at 7
a.m., but clearly outline a simple plan for acter in ourselves and our kids as well as
mealtimes, personal hygiene, chores, com- create special memories for the entire famputer time, etc. Routines reduce stress and ily. May your summer schedule be a tool
give kids a sense of security and responsi- for both!
bility in the family.
Contact Organized by Choice (because
Now add some fun and productivity.
Back in the day, Webster Elementary went things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
through a year-round school phase. Our Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871kids ended up having September, January, 3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
and May off. Since we didn’t have tradi- You can also visit their website at www. ortional summer opportunities like day ganizedbychoice.com.
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It’s
Zook Time!
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by Jean Briner

www.chadstrucking.com
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For the past week I have been
fretting over what to write about this
month. I’ve just about run out of
original ideas and I hated the
thought of doing a re-run – they are
1 cube butter, melted
no fun.
2 C dried cranberries
Yesterday Pam was at Randy’s
1 box herbed stuffing
desk talking to him about an ad for
Mix all but 2 C cheese in large
her quilting business. As she was bowl. Spread in two 9 x 13 baking
leaving, I introduced myself and dishes. Top with remaining cheese.
said if she had a recipe she would Bake in 350 preheated oven for 45
like to share, I would be happy to in- min. to one hour or until very crisp
clude it in my article. She said she and browned around edges and cenhad a recipe that was a favorite of ter is done. Let stand 10 minutes beher family. She gave me her recipe fore serving.
for zucchini casserole – it is differWant a snack for the kids that
ent from our famthey don’t know
ily’s recipe so I will
they are eating zuccall it Pam’s Zucchini?
chini
Casserole.
Zucchini FritThanks Pam for the
ters
recipe and giving me
1 ½ pounds zucthe idea for my artichini – grated
cle this month: Zuc1 tsp. salt
chini!
¼ C all-purpose
For as long as I
flour
can remember, our
¼
C
grated
family has had a garparmesan
den. My grandpar2 cloves garlic,
ents had a huge
minced
garden that not only
1 large egg,
had vegetables but
beaten
included a small orKosher salt and
chard with peach,
freshly ground black
apricot, apple and
Daddy -- Orville Briner -- in our pepper, to taste
fig trees, and grape Victory Garden in San Francisco
2 T Olive oil
vines. When we around 1942.
Place zucchini
moved to San Franin a colander in
cisco during the Second World War, sink. Add salt and gently toss to
my folks had a Victory Garden in combine. Let sit for 10 minutes.
our backyard. Victory Gardens were Using a clean dish towel or cheese
planted in backyards, empty lots and cloth, drain zucchini completely.
even on roof tops. They were used
In a large bowl, combine zucalong with Rationing Stamps to re- chini, flour, parmesan, garlic and
duce the pressure on the public food egg; season with salt and pepper to
supply. Victory Gardens were a part taste.
of daily life on the home front.
Heat olive oil in a large skillet
Then back to Chowchilla and an- over medium high heat. Scoop taother garden in the back yard. Mama blespoons of batter for each fritter,
grew everything from beans to zuc- flatten with a spatula. Cook until the
chini. There was always enough for underside is nicely golden brown,
dinner during the summer and noth- about 2 minutes. Flip and cook on
ing was wasted. If it wasn’t eaten or the other side, about 1-2 minutes
given away, it was canned (green longer. Serve immediately.
beans and tomatoes) in big pressure
Do you like Lasagna but try to
cookers or the vegetables were avoid it as much as possible because
frozen.
of the carbs and calories in the nooPam’s Zucchini Casserole
dles? Here’s a recipe for lasagna
6 C grated zucchini
that doesn’t use noodles.
4 C grated cheddar cheese
3 eggs, beaten
Please see RECIPE on P. 9

CA #441782

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

We now
deliver to the
Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &
Rolling Hills
areas.

ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
Click on “Local News” at
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

Aluminum Cans
$1.80/lb.*
(25 lbs. or more)

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!

CRV Plastic
$1.21/lb.

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN
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GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

COUPON GOOD THROUGH 7/20/2016

Save this date!
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AUG. 13,, 2016
Fire Station 19 s Annual

FIRE-B-Q DINNER & DANCE

Sponsors & Auction Items Needed
Call 559-871-9175 or visit
www.MaderaStation19.com for more info

5 p.m.
to
Midnight

QUALITY, RELIABILITY & PERFORMANCE
THROUGH SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
WARREN
PARR
2013
NAPA/ASE
California
Tech of the year

WARREN
PARR
2013
NAPA/ASE
National
Tech of the year
2nd Runner Up

WARREN
PARR
2014
NAPA/ASE
California
Tech of the year

Serving you since 1985
Pick Up & Delivery Available
Proud Madera Ranchos
resident since 1992
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2015 California Bureau of Automotive Repair Smog
Technician Evaluation for Warren Parr, Inspector EI139887
was .98 of a possible 1.00. Warren Parr is among the
highest ranking Smog Technicians in California.

Clip here for discount coupon • Valid for most vehicles
Like us on Facebook.com/CompleteCarCare
Check out our Google website www.completecarcarefresno.com
expires 7/20/16

the Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT IN

www.The Ranchos.com

No-Noodle Zucchini Lasagna
2 large zucchinis
1 T salt
1 pound ground beef
1 ½ tsp. ground black pepper
1 small green pepper, diced
1 onion, diced
1 Cup tomato paste
1 (16 ounce) can tomato sauce
¼ C red wine
2 T. chopped fresh basil
1 T chopped fresh oregano
Hot water as needed
1 egg
1 (15 ounce) container low-fat ricotta cheese
2 T chopped fresh parsley
1 (16 ounce) package frozen
chopped spinach, thawed and drained
well
1 pound fresh mushrooms, sliced
8 ounces shredded mozzarella
cheese
8 ounces grated parmesan cheese
Preheat oven to 325. Grease a
deep 9 x 13 baking pan.
Slice zucchini lengthwise into
very thin slices. Sprinkle with salt; set
aside to drain in a colander.
To prepare the meat sauce, cook
and stir ground meat and black pepper
in a large skillet over medium high
heat for 5 minutes. Add in green pepper and onion, cook and stir until
meat is no longer pink. Stir in tomato
paste, tomato sauce, wine, basil and
oregano, adding a small amount of hot
water if sauce is too thick. Bring to a
boil; reduce heat and simmer sauce
for about 20 minutes, stirring frequently.
Meanwhile, stir egg, ricotta, and
parsley together in bowl until well
combined.
To assemble lasagna, spread ½ of
the meat sauce into the bottom of prepared pan. Then layer half the zucchini slices, half the ricotta mixture,
all the spinach, followed by all the
mushrooms, then the mozzarella
cheese. Repeat by layering the remaining meat sauce, zucchini slices,
ricotta mixture, and mozzarella.
Spread Parmesan cheese evenly over
the top, cover with foil
Bake for 45 minutes. Remove
foil, raise oven temperature to 350
and bake an additional 15 minutes.
Let stand for 5 minutes before serving.
At Randy’s house, Vicki and the
three girls are not meat eaters. This is
a recipe Vicki gave me that they all
love.

Vegan Zucchini Boat
6 large zucchinis
1 can black beans
1 can pinto beans
Cut the zucchini in half lengthways. With a melon scooper or spoon,
remove the seeds and discard. Turn
the zucchini over on clean towels and
let drain. While zucchini is draining,
cook the Spanish rice.
Spanish Rice
3 C white rice
1 small red onion chopped
1 C Salsa
4 C Water
Salt, Pepper and cumin to taste
With a small amount of oil in a
large skillet brown the rice and the
onion, season to taste with salt, pepper and cumin. While rice is browning, add the water and salsa to rice
cooker. Add the browned rice and
onion to cooker and cook until rice is
done.
Place zucchini in Pyrex baking
dish, cut side up. Cover with reserved
beans. Cover with the Spanish rice
mixture.
Bake in preheated 375 oven for 20
to 25 minutes. Cover the dish with
foil if you want soft rice, or uncovered if you want crunchy rice.
And if you really want to disguise
zucchini, how about a chocolate cake?
Chocolate Zucchini Cake
2 C all-purpose flour
2 C. white sugar
¾ C unsweetened cocoa powder
2 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. salt
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
4 eggs
1 ½ C vegetable oil
3 C grated zucchini
¾ C chopped walnuts
Preheat oven to 350. Grease and
flour a 9 x 13 baking pan. In mixing
bowl, stir together the flour, sugar,
cocoa, baking soda, baking powder,
salt and cinnamon.
Add the eggs and oil, mix well.
Fold in the nuts and zucchini until
they are evenly distributed. Pour into
the prepared pan. Bake for 50 to 60
minutes in preheated oven, until knife
inserted in center comes out clean.
This makes a moist fudgy cake.
Can be frosted with your favorite
frosting or eaten as is.
Got a favorite recipe that wows ‘em
that you’d like to share with the world?
Send it to ranchosnews@yahoo.com
or mail it to us at The Ranchos Independent, 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera
CA 93636.
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Hello 93636 and greetings,
This week I attended an Anti-Lock
Brake (ABS) update course. The training
included the most current diagnostic information and repair procedures for
many domestic and foreign vehicles
traveling our roadways today. Our instructor is the owner and lead technician
of a very successful German automotive
repair business in Seattle, Wash. He has
35 plus years of experience, is highly
qualified and his classes are in much demand throughout the United States. Unfortunately, there were only about six
Central Valley repair shops in attendance. How in the heck are those other
shops going to properly diagnosis and repair these ABS systems? The reality is,
they won't.
My shop is the shop of last resort for
many. A lot of my new customers are referrals. They have been to several shops
prior with no success. I hear these words
a lot:
“They ripped me off.”
“They replaced parts I didn't need.”
“They took my money but didn't fix
my problem.”
Yes, I understand. You have been
ripped off but not in the way you think.
It is not deliberate and not intentional.
The people who worked on your vehicle
prior were not qualified. Without proper
training and the diagnostic equipment it
can become a guessing game. The most
expensive diagnostic and repairs are the
ones that use the trial and error method.
ASK!!! Make sure you are at an Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certified shop with ASE certified
technicians at a minimum. ASE technicians re-certify every five years so it
doesn't guarantee your chosen facility
and technician is qualified. Vehicle complexity increases geometrically annually.
It does mean they are somewhat current
and meet a basic standard. ASK about
their updated and ongoing education and
training. We proudly display our training
certificates in our customer lounge.
Ok, back to ABS. The ABS System
prevents the vehicle’s brakes from locking up and skidding on slippery surfaces
and/or during panic stops. This allows
you to steer around the object instead of
sliding into it. REMEMBER THIS: The

ous. Some vehicles require the use of a
scan tool to place the ABS in "Stand Down
Mode" prior to any brake service. If you
don't have the scan tool - STOP!
Now, this is where this article should
end. I know however there are many risk
takers, like me, that won't let a little danger stop us. It gets our blood circulating.
If you insist on continuing in spite of the
danger, let me tell you what I would do if
my scan tool would not "Stand Down" an
ABS. I am NOT ADVISING ANYONE
TO USE THIS PROCEEDURE! I'm
telling you what I would do to decrease my
risk.
I would remove ALL ABS fuses and
attempt to "power down" the module. If
I could not find ALL the ABS fuses or I
was not sure, I would disconnect the vehicle’s battery, knowing all the learned
adaptive values might be lost and I may
need to drive the vehicle for a while in
order for it to relearn and run well again.
If your ABS Module type uses capacitors
(stores voltage) as a backup power system, after removing the battery cables
from the battery I would touch the posi-

tive and negative battery cables TOGETHER, for at least five minutes to
discharge any capacitors.
DO NOT TOUCH THE CABLES
TOGETHER WHILE THEY ARE CONNECTED TO THE BATTERY!
That mistake could destroy the vehicle’s electronics.
Do-It-Yourselfers, no disrespect, but
there are some vehicle repairs that untrained and unqualified persons should not
attempt. Brake systems are now one of
those repairs. In my opinion not all automotive repair shops are qualified either.
Be careful, use your brain and do your
homework.
If you have any general or specific vehicle questions or suggestions for future
topics,
contact
me
at
complete_car_care@hotmail.com or leave
a message at the Complete Car Care Facebook page.
God Bless America and God Bless
93636.
Warren Parr
ARD License # 117312
Emissions Inspector Lic. #EO139887

Golden Valley Baptist Church
Family Picnic & BBQ!
Monday, July 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Hot Dogs & Hamburgers Provided

Golden Valley Baptist Church Parking Lot
Bring a side dish, salad or dessert
and bring your fireworks for celebration here!
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To D.I.Y. or Not to D.I.Y

ABS may INCREASE stopping distance,
so steer AROUND the object. This isn't
bowling so it's ok to miss. Here's a basic
outline of the process during an ABS action: When the brake pedal is slammed to
the floor, hydraulic brake fluid is pressurized by the master cylinder and channeled to each of the vehicle’s four brakes
at about 500 pounds per square inch
(psi). Each of these channels have an Isolation Valve (normally open) and a Dump
Valve (normally closed) controlled by
the ABS Module. These valves are essentially gates. When open, fluid flows
unrestricted. When closed, fluid flow is
blocked. During an ABS event, the module takes control of vehicle braking by
closing the Isolation Valves and trapping
pressurized brake fluid. You are NOT IN
CONTROL – the ABS Module is. If the
pressure is too high and a wheel stops
spinning (skidding), the Dump Valve is
opened to reduce off some of the applied
pressure. Once the wheel is spinning
again the module closes the Dump Valve
trapping the remaining fluid. Ok, how do
we re-apply that brake once the applied
pressure is reduced? Modern ABS Systems incorporate a high pressure pump
and an accumulator or reservoir. When
the vehicle’s key is turned to the "Start or
Run" position, the high pressure pump
fills the accumulator in anticipation of an
ABS action. At 2,400 psi the brake fluid
flows quicker allowing the ABS Module
more precise control. The pressurized
fluid in the accumulator (not the master
cylinder) is what the module uses to control ABS braking. Pushing the brake
pedal harder will not stop the vehicle any
sooner. Also, you may feel a pulsation at
the brake pedal and/or hear a buzzing
noise. It's not defective; that's normal.
I like to be proactive. I find a parking
lot somewhere where there are no other
vehicles so I can safely make a couple of
panic stops. The slicker the better. That
way I know in advance how my vehicle
will react during an ABS event.
Ok 93636 "Do It Yourselfers,” here's
the primary reason for this article: ABS
accumulators are discharged at some
point after the key is turned off. Some vehicles discharge their accumulators while
performing a brake system check. These
types of ABS Modules use an accumulator high pressure fluid to apply the
brakes, perform a pressure test, then reduce the applied pressure by opening the
dump valve. Do-It-Yourselfers, did you
get that? Your vehicle can apply its
brakes all by itself! What happens if the
"Brake Self Test" occurs while you are
changing the brake pads? BIG BIG
PROBLEMS. It happens and it's danger-

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos
www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org

559-645-1700
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Click on “Local News” at
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WATER LAW cont. from P. 2

Marty Owen The Concrete Guy
Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

chain link

wood

Photo by Amy Quinton/Capital Public Radio
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• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete

Robles area has demonstrated that that’s not going to be an uncontroversial or easy
process,” said Rick Frank, Professor of Environmental Practice at UC Davis School of
Law. “The authority that these new groundwater sustainability agencies have is quite broad
in terms of the ability to tax and to regulate. Just the fact that they have the potential sweeping political and fiscal authority that they have is going to be very controversial.”
Voters in Paso Robles didn’t want a new layer of government, didn’t want to fund it and
didn’t believe the groundwater
was overdrafted. Many property owners over the basin want
to stick with the historic way of
managing groundwater and get
a judge to decide who has a
right to the water, but Frank
says going through the courts
can take too long.
“Those adjudications take
many years and lots of lawyers
and lots of dollars to get done,”
Greg Grewall, a rancher in San Luis Obispo County, led
Frank said.
the opposition to defeat the formation of the water district this
Meanwhile, the new state
spring, but now the state may have to come in and take over, all
law dictates if no agency is cre- without voter approval.
ated to manage basins like Paso
Robles, the county should manage it.
“It’s not a one-time cost,” Meacham said, suggesting it may be too expensive for the
county. “You have to establish the plan and then you have to implement that plan. Then
you have to manage this basin over time. So that means there’s a cost every year.”
County officials say it could cost $950,000 a year. That cost could be shared by cities
and districts within the county, but it’s complicated because five other groundwater basins
in the county also have to be managed.
Frank says Paso Robles sets an example
of just how hard it will be to create local agencies. He says it’s likely not all overdrafted
basins will have them in place by next year.
“I think there will be pressure on the
state to step in if the statutory deadlines are
not observed and local groundwater sustainability agencies are not created on time,"
Frank said. "The current overdrafted groundwater basins are, in my opinion, a clear and
present danger for California’s environment.”
No one knows how much water is available in California’s aquifers, but there have
been grim accounts of dried up wells around
the state and sinking land in the Central Valley. The thought of the state taking over
groundwater management is exactly what
wrought iron
worries Jerry Reaugh.
“I hope they don’t make a poster child
out of us because that would be the worst
thing that could happen,” Reaugh said. “In
five years, I think people are going to say
‘Geez, we had a chance to be in control of
our future and we turned it down.’”
The state’s groundwater law requires the
creation of new local management agencies
in 127 basins around the state. Then, the battle to come up with a plan to manage the
basins will begin.
This story by Amy Quinton originally
appeared on the Capitol Public Radio website at CapRadio.org on June 16-17, 2016.
It is used with permission.
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chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators
security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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FIREWORKS
Get your

for the 4th of July

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

FIREWORKS STAND
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July 1 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Next toCome
theoutRanchos
Cafe in the Maywood Center
and support your local Chamber and library!
New Chamber Member

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome the newest member of the Madera Ranchos business family

Tony Yanez -- Creative Flooring Solutions

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always the second
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on July
13 and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

Click on “Local News” at

Page 13
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Senior Report

Seniors Welcome Summer with Events
Got a holding tank to fill? What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want to waste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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Awonderful summer is starting with school
outandgraduations,weddingsandFourthofJuly
picnics and BBQs. The seniors celebrated Independence Day on June 25 this year. We went the
BBQ route with hamburgers, hotdogs and ice
creamfordessert.Thiswasamembers’eventwith
guests charged $10.The Center will be closed on
the 4th of July.
SeniorswillcelebrateJulybirthdaysandanniversariesonJuly16attheBlackBearRestaurant
in Madera. That is at 11:15 a.m. You do need to
pre-sign up at the Center so the restaurant can be
ready for our numbers. Also, it is most helpful if
people are there on time.
There is a very limited time left to buy your
luckyticketfromtheSeniors.Wonderfulprizesare
available: Four one-day hopper tickets to Disneyland; fishing boat trip on Shaver Lake for 2-3 people by Fish Box Charters; Pizza Factory large free
pizzaamonthforayear;trashbindeliveredtoyour
homeandpickedupfromRedRock;andonenight
stay and buffet dinner for two at Chukchansi Gold

Resort. The winning tickets will be drawn on July
4th.Wewillbenotifyingthewinnersbyphone.Get
yourticketsattheCenterandGoodLuck!
The Shares card that some of you may have
beenusingatSaveMartandFoodMaxxtodonate
totheSeniorsCenter(andothernonprofits)canno
longer be used. The program no longer requires a
cardbutyoumustsignupforit.Thereisasign-up
sheetattheCenter.Itwillrequireanemailaccount
and you will enter your telephone number at the
store. If that presents a problem for you, please
contact Diane Maxfield and she’ll assist you.
Don’tforgettheSaturdaysaleattheCenteron
July2.Bakedgoods,boutiqueitemsandtreasures
from theTreasure House will be available. Donations for these activities are always welcome, too.
I want to welcome new members
Dorothy Hammerich and Tammy and Richard
Trimble. Please introduce yourselves to them
with a friendly welcome.
The lunch program at the Center is now offeringsaladsaswellasthehotmenu.Yum!Please
sign up with Joann or Phyllis at least one day
ahead,before11a.m.CalltheCenterat645-4864.

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
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By Patti Groh

The Bookshelf

Fireworks Sales Help Your Library
The Ranchos Library has been racing
through the Summer Reading Program. We
had a really exciting kick off with the
“Bubble Man.” Thank you to everyone
who came in and registered. There are
some amazing readers in this community.
This year we are celebrating our Gold
Medal Readers. We have created a reader
wall and will displaying medals of our
summer program participants. We are striving to achieve literary excellence. Please
note that space is sometimes limited for our
entertainment, so you may always call the
library to check on individual events but
we will surely do our best to provide everyone with reminders in advance.
The Ranchos Library and Friends of
the Ranchos Library would like to thank
Wonderful Giving/Kevin Olsen for their
generous contribution to the library. Thank
you for helping us fund our summer reading
program. We would also like to thank the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors for their wonderful
contribution to our program. Ranchos/Hills
Seniors support has funded our Grand Prize
this year. This year one lucky and hardworking reader will receive a new Samsung
8 Galaxy Tablet. We are so appreciative of
those who are also donating their time each

and every week to help us keep things running smoothly throughout our events.
Come out and support your library
and chamber. Friends of the Ranchos Library and the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce will be hosting their annual
fireworks booth from July 1st – July 4th
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the Maywood
Center. When you purchase from our fireworks booth, you are helping contribute
right here in the community. If you have
any questions or need information, please
contact the Chamber of Commerce at 6454001 or the Ranchos Library at 645-1214.
We are excited to see what these next
few weeks of summer hold in store for the
library. We are adding new titles each and
every week. Stop in and take a peek and
see if something catches your eye. Our
book sale room is always changing too. If
you haven’t been in for a while, stop by
and browse through. We would love for
you to come in for a visit.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214
Sun-Mon Closed • Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

No matter how hot it
is outside, you can
count on a reliable,
energy-efficient YORK®
air conditioner to keep
you cool and comfortable
inside. And you can
also count on it being
protected by one of the
strongest warranties in
the industry. It’s just
another way we install
confidence. Call or stop
by to learn more.

Quality
Installation
Done right by a
York® Certified
Comfort Expert™

Ask us about our

Affordable
Easy
Financing
Through GE Capital
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By Amanda Judd

Locally owned and operated
36141 Avenue 12 #103, Madera, CA 93636
559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com

Click on “Local News” at
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instead we recommend Sherwin-Williams

ELASTOMERIC COATING
included in your price: All necessary carpentry work • Stucco repair
In Business Since 1970 • BBB A+ rated • Lic. #273099

ADS

LOGOS
PR

MARKETING
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645-0634

You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
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maybe just tolerated, his enthusiasm and then
cheered as loudly as I could for Fresno.
Our team members came in all sizes
and shapes, from 6’1” to 6’10” and weights
up to 285 pounds. They hailed from the local
area as well as Texas, Colorado, Kansas,
Oklahoma State, Minnesota, Los Angeles,
Patriotic Lessons
Nevada and Arizona. But they were, and
from a Basketball Game
played as, a cohesive team.
At the end of the first half, we were surprisingly down by only one point.
By Betty Van Valkenburg
Non-stop halftime activities both enterI love God, country, family and friends. tained and inspired the crowd; at least they did
for those of us who hadn’t rushed out to the conAnd basketball.
My husband and I have been Fresno course for food or beverage. A member of the
State season ticket holders for probably 40 military was introduced and honored by a standyears and have seen many game highlights, ing ovation. Student athletes ringed the court as
thrilling victories and agonizing defeats. But they were acknowledged for individual achievethe total experience of one of last season’s ment and the best collective GPA average ever.
Fans clamored for the pizza giveaway. The
games impressed me in many ways.
Because I had recently undergone knee dance cam caught some amazing and not-sosurgery and couldn’t comfortably get down amazing moves.The blimp dropped coupons to
to my regular seat surrounded by rabid fans, waving hands. The audience-member freeI found a vacant top-row aisle seat at the Save throw contest was the usual hit, with winners and
Mart Center, rested my weary knee and ob- losers equally cheered by the crowd.
Down to the wire, we squeaked out an
served rather than participated in the usual
exciting one-point win. Fresno State’s team
fan-atic frenzy.
This is what I enjoyed watching from and fans went wild. San Diego State’s team
and fans didn’t.
my comfortable bird’s
Coaches shook hands.
eye view.
Everyone in the
“... the totally American experi- Opposing players acknowledged
each
arena stood for the National Anthem and ence: Winning against all odds, giv- other. Fans stayed a litfaced the American ing one’s all for the cause, never tle longer than usual,
flag hanging over Sec- giving up, coming together as a enjoying the win and
the camaraderie. Evention 109 with hats re- team ...”
tually, players headed
moved, most with
to the locker rooms
hands over hearts, and
and fans to their cars.
all silent and respectful.
I limped away feeling uplifted by the exI fought back tears as I have so many times during stirring renditions of the Star Spangled Ban- citing win and the totally American experiner. “Everyone” in the arena included different ence: Winning against all odds, giving one’s
ages, sizes, races, ethnicities, and probably po- all for the cause, never giving up, coming tolitical persuasions and economic circumstances, gether as a team, freely advocating for one’s
court crew, cheerleaders, coaches, players, fans, chosen side, exhibiting enthusiastic but
peaceful “partisanship” and respecting the
arena staff and invited guests.
When the anthem ended we cheered or rights of others to disagree.
If only America as a whole would folapplauded before taking our seats, only to rise
again at the start of the game and remain low this example. Or have we become so distanding, as is the custom, until the home team vided and so polarized along political, racial,
– our team – made its first basket (which on income and other lines that we may never
that particular night took much too long for again be one team/one nation?
Perhaps the political arena could learn
my comfort).
From the beginning our team was miss- from the basketball arena. Everyone plays by
ing two starters, so other players had to step up. the same rules. Real leaders unite rather than
Then another starter went down with an injury divide. Referees follow rules, not the loudest
and our starting guard warmed the bench more voices. Equality of outcome is not guaranteed.
than the fans wanted, and a freshman became Playing time (success) is earned, not bestowed. And last but not least, leaders who
our unexpected all-star.
Fans cheered for their respective teams: don’t deliver on their promises lose their jobs.
Fresno State and San Diego State. Although (I particularly like that last one.)
We can dream.
greatly outnumbered, San Diego fans rooted
against the home team with no fear of reprisal.
For information and resources, please
A man sitting near me chanted “San – Di-e-go
– State” throughout; and I appreciated, or visit www.teapartypatriots.org.
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Thank You, Madera Ranchos!

In Memoriam

Donald Eugene Chase

Donald Eugene Chase, 75, of the Madera Ranchos, died May 15 after a long illness. Mr. Chase was a grocery store manager.
He is survived by his mother Luella Chase; his wife Joanne; two sons Todd and
Tim; his sister Betty and several grandchildren.
A memorial was held Tuesday, May 31 at The Bridge Church in Fresno and
arrangements were handled by the Neptune Society of Central California in Fresno.

County Wins Award, Creates Jobs
Madera County Economic Development Commission received the Award of
Excellence from the California Association
of Local Economic Development at their
annual conference recently held in South
San Francisco. The award-winning public/private partnership between Span Construction and Engineering, City of Madera,
and Madera County Economic Development Commission was successful in opening Freedom Industrial Park. The
partnership converted 98 acres of unimproved land at south Pine and west Pecan
streets in Madera into a completely shovelready industrial park consisting of 17
parcels ranging from 3 to 20 acres. The first
parcel was purchased by Deerpoint Group,
Inc. and Span built a state-of-the-art facility
that allows Deerpoint to continue to expand
their operations. They will provide 70 new
jobs.
“A project like this doesn’t happen
without an exceptional private sector partner. Span brought performance and old
fashioned integrity to every aspect of the
Freedom Industrial Park Project,” said
Madera City Administrator, David Tooley.
“The importance of trust between public
and private sector partners cannot be
overemphasized.”

All three partners were in attendance to
accept the distinguished award. “The Freedom Industrial Park is the result of a unique
and positive partnership between the
Madera County Economic Development
Commission, City of Madera, and Span
Construction & Engineering. We have
worked with cities and EDCs in many parts
of the country, but the cooperation and cando approach of these agencies is the best we
have experienced,” said King Husein, CEO
of Span Construction and Engineering.

Riverstone ($1,200 toward Cash Prizes) $2,200 • The Ranchos Independent (Advertising) $1,440
Simms $1000 • SEMCU $594 • Teter Architects $500 • Hurst Hardware $320 • Ramona & Co.
Logistics of California $300 • Robert Thornton $300 • Fire Explorers $250 • Kristi’s Place $250
Vulcan $250 • Huckabees $250 • Kiwanis $200 • Lions Club $200 • RMS Booster Club $200
Station 19 $200 • Teter Architects $200 • Juanita’s (4@ $25.00 Gift Certificates) $100 • Creations
$100 • Flying Pig Food Donation • Pizza Factory Food Donation • Sal’s Restaurant Food Donation
S&K Mini Mart Food Donation • Ranchos San Miguel Food Donation • Headliners Auction Donation
Heartstrings Auction Donation • Now & Again Gift & Thrift Auction Donation • Traffic Depot
Auction Donation • AuctionRUs Auction House Auction Donation • Chipotle $77.05 • Haney
Chiropractic $50 • Costco (Gift Card) $50 • Diaz Family • Bondurant Family • Hiatt Family • Wilson
Family • Viramontes Family • Noble Family • Koop Family • Mendoza Family • Porter Family
Caetano Family • Edwards Family • Swan Family • Carter Family • Pennington Family • Pafford
Family • Foley Family • Huerta Family • Mitchell Family • Delgado Family • Haroun Family
Workman Family • Castro Family • Oseguira Family • Fimbrez Family • Garza Family • Oberti
Family • Green Family • Foster Family • Chapman Family • Ford Family • Reitz Family
Shevenell Family • Hallett Family • Skibo Family • Webster Parent Club • Vonberg Family • Bailey
Family • Huddleston Family • Karen Petryna • Rivera Family • Steven Rico • John Porter • Miller
Family • Ursula Newcomb • Verlain Elinburg • Carol Wood • Eva McCafrey
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October 9, 1940 -- May 15, 2016

The LHS 2016 Sober Grad committee would like to send a heartfelt “thank you” to everyone who supported Sober Grad this year. The
Seniors had a fabulous night full of food, entertainment and amazing
gifts. Without you this event could not have been possible!

Thank You,
Madera
Ranchos!

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis
Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion
Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Then I can help you!
Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

call 645-4948 or 430-7131
Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

6/16

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com

Click on “Local News” at
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Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with
what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
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GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
server in one of my favorite
haunts for girls’ night. She was
clearly overwhelmed but her goto way to handle it was to keep
her head down and just pretend
s h e d i d n ’t s e e t h e c u s t o m e r s
with their hands in the air trying
to get her attention about that
side of blue cheese they had
been waiting on or the refill on
their water they asked for more
than 20 minutes ago. I remember
wanting to hide in the walk-in
when it got busy back in my fast
food days. I was ready to welcome a slow and agonizing death
by freezing as opposed to having
to look one more demanding
customer in the eye. I also remember hearing my boss snap at
me to move faster, do more, and
be nicer. The desire to have her
not yell at me made me a better
crew member, a better leader and
eventually even a restaurant
manager by the time I was 23,
a l l b e c a u s e s h e w o u l d n ’t l e t m e
hide in the walk-in. I don’t think
this young woman had such a
beasty to push her. Had my boss
seen her wandering through the
restaurant on her cell phone ignoring customers, that phone
would have likely found itself
lodged in the most uncomfortable of places in which a phone
ought never to be lodged.
I g e t i t : We h a v e t o c o d d l e
our children, right? The only
w a y t o h a v e h e a l t h y, c o n f i d e n t
adults is to never correct, push,
or de mand excellence f rom them
as children. They must be
treated like delicate little flowers too precious to pick and
p r u n e . T h a t w a y, w h e n t h e y g e t
out into the big, scary world
they have complete confidence
in themselves as a person, which
is more important than having
any marketable skills or experience. No adult needs that when
they have sense of self and an
understanding of their own indiv i d u a l i t y, r i g h t ? G o o d p l a n .

TO ADVERTISE
in the Ranchos Independent
CALL 645-0634

Classified
Alteration Services

Housecleaning

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years experience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers.
Fast
service.
NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-6454583.

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Child Care

Interior Designs & Decorating specializes in interior decorating, design, wallpapering, interior painting
and more. With over 10 years of experience, we serve all of the Ranchos
and can help beautify your home.
Call Fermin Barboza at 559-4166336.

CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECYCLING offers pickup of all recyclable materials including paper, plastic,
glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call
Diana at 999-6832 or 645-1048,
Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Interior Decorating
Tractor/Trenching Services

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions, barns and patios. Call 559-9704476.

Painting Services

Guitar Lessons

Painting Services - 40 years of
experience.
Licensed.
Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Lic. #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Guitar, Mandolin, or Ukelele lessons.
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings or early
afternoons. Trained instructor. Call
Yolanda for details. 577-4423.

Gutter Services
The Gutter Doctor specializing
in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor Repair Maintenance. 32 years
working in the area. Call 559-8222759.

Quilting Services
Q U I LT I N G - C o m p u t e r a s s i s t e d
longarm quilting. Designs starting
a t 1 ¼ ¢ p e r s q u a r e i n c h . We c a n
usually finish your quilt within one
week. Call Pam at 559-718-1829.

Recyclables Pick Up
KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.
Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out Screen, track, sills included. Remove hard water stain on home windows, shower doors and car windows.
C o b w e b r e m o v a l t o o . Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates. Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.
©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Nancy Watson

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.davidparker.info

645-5000

Property Management we can rent your home:

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
6/16

www.parker-properties.info
A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
6/16
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

Real estate is our life! We make
real estate dreams a reality.

Samantha Phebus
Living and Working
in the Ranchos

559-970-6555

970-6555

BRE Lic. #01454566

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

6/16

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here
to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

SOLD
6/16

samantha@guarantee.com
There is a good chance you've been
hearing about the recent hot real estate
market. If you're thinking about buying
or selling please give me a call. I’d love
to visit with you and provide you with a
free market analysis.
CalBRE#01823578

“Leading You Home”

Your Ranchos Home Sold -- Guaranteed
Or I’ll buy it for cash*
NO Gimmicks! Order a Free Report on my exclusive
Guaranteed Sale Program, by visiting:

Jerry Eddings, Realtors

For FREE Recorded Message Call:
1-866-254 -3814 ID#1072 or you can call me direct at:

Madera: 559-645-1890 • Fresno: 559-435-1890

559-706-3820

DRE #00329063

6/16

Tom Thayer, Broker
*Seller and Tom must agree on price and closing date.
Realty World
Real Estate Professionals
Not a solicitation of active listings
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www.TomsGuaranteeSale.com

License #01105315

Alex M. Shubin
www.AlexMShubinProperty.com
AlexShubin@att.net

559-479-0520

the Ranchos Independent

ALEX M. SHUBIN
REALTOR
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Say you saw it in
www.The Ranchos.com

6/16

CA-BRE #01180082
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

General & Custom
Auto Service
& Repairs

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

Posadas
Cleaning
Marina Posadas

559-481-0958

En Español 559-536-8018

Open
Availability

Call Gina
Covering
at 559-289-3401
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley
email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

License #3003592

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

559-970-4635

mlvconst@gmail.com

sin
1970ce

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

822-4500

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

LIC. #273099

HIGH QUALITY
Notary in the GATE
SYSTEMS
Ranchos!

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior
Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

5310 W. Spruce
Ave., Fresno
“On the corner
of Spruce and
Herndon.”

559-548-0000

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-454-8060

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

s
Rancheont
Resid

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com
Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

Marion Pool
Service & Repair
• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Longarm Quilting

+ A/C SERVICE

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

645-1977 645-4475
Since
1964

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

559-718-1829

repair

Get Involved!

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

CRONIN MARINE
LIC. #837274

J.H. Sanders
Sales & Leasing

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

FRANK KRAMER

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each
month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

T&P Quilting • Pam Polach

JEAN BRINER

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!
The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

Click on “Local News” at
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You feel ready to face up to a major change, although it might
involve some risks. A once-dubious family member comes around and offers support and
encouragement.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Move forward with your plans, despite discouraging words
from those who underestimate the Bovine's strong will. Your keen instincts will guide you well.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A misunderstanding is easily cleared up. Then go ahead and
enjoy some fun and games this week. A Libra might have ideas that merit serious consideration
for the future.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might feel as if you're in an emotional pressure cooker,
but the situation is about to change in your favor. Take time out for some well-earned fun.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) A shift in your workplace responsibilities creates resentment among
some co-workers. Deal with it before it becomes a threat to your success on the job.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Expect some surprises in what you thought
was one of your typically well-planned schedules. Deal with them, and then enjoy some
lighthearted entertainment.

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676

L I B R A ( S e p t e m b e r 2 3 t o O c t o b e r 2 2 ) Be careful: What appears to be a solid financial
opportunity might have some hidden risks attached. A hazy personal matter needs to be cleared
up.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) It's a good time to strengthen ties with family and
friends. You might feel unsure about a recent workplace decision, but time will prove you did the
right thing.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Just when you thought your relationship
was comfortable and even predictable, your partner or spouse could spring a potentially lifechanging surprise on you.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your usually generous self is overshadowed
by your equally strong suspicious nature. You might be judging things too harshly. Keep an open
mind.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Love and romance dominate the week. Married
Aquarians enjoy domestic harmony, while singles could soon be welcoming overtures from
loving Leos.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) An old health problem recurs, but it is soon dealt with,
leaving you eager to get back into the swing of things. A favorable travel period starts this week.

Born this Week

You have an independent spirit that resists being told what
to do. But you're also wise enough to appreciate good advice.
(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers

1. French Revolution begins
2. The Hague
3. ti
4. Drawing blood for tests
5. Table salt
6. Poet
7. Oscar Wilde
8. A tadpole
9. 28
10. Egg, larva, pupa, adult

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. HISTORY: What major event in France's
history is marked by the year 1789?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What European city is
known as the City of Peace and Justice?
3. MUSIC: What is the next to the last note
in the scale that begins "do, re, mi ..."?
4. MEDICAL: What is involved in a
phlebotomy?
5. CHEMISTRY: What is another name for
sodium chloride?
6. LANGUAGE: What was a bard's
profession in ancient times?
7. FAMOUS QUOTES: Which 19thcentury writer once said, "Nothing that is
worth knowing can be taught"?
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind of
creature is a pollywog?
9. GAMES: How many pieces make up a
double-six domino set?
10. SCIENCE: What are the four life stages
of a butterfly?

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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