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Summer Fun
Begins With
Pool Safety

This summer, let’s keep the
Madera Ranchos safe, one
pool at a time.

By Jon Heffernan

As summer fast approaches, it is
becoming more important to take a
few precautions before you open
your pools or spas to swimmers.
Please take these few steps to help
make sure your pool is safe for the
summer season:

• Check fences and gates to
make sure they properly latch and
close.

• Have a licensed contractor in-
spect your light, GFCI outlets, and
electrical to make sure they’re safe.

• Make sure filter clamps are in
good condition.

• Make sure valves and pumps
are properly mounted and positioned
correctly.

• Inspect deck lids and diving
boards for cracks or brittleness.

• Make sure your drain cover is
correctly in place and is not cracked
or broken. If it hasn’t been updated
to the new ASME drain cover which
helps prevent entrapment, Wight
Water highly recommends you do so.

• Check doors and gate alarms to
see if they are working properly.

• Check safety covers for rips,
tears and make sure they close prop-
erly.

• Have a professional check your
heater for proper venting and gas
leaks.

• Remove weeds and grass away

Please see POOLS on P. 15

Phase 2 of the Madera Ranchos En-
hancement Plan has begun in earnest by the
Madera County Planning Department. The
participation by Ranchos residents over the
past year created the Draft Vision for Av-
enue 12 in the Ranchos. There are two final
workshops on the Plan that are completely
open to the public.

On Wednesday, July 21, there will be a
presentation of Transportation Plan #1. Then
on Wednesday, Sept. 22, will be the presen-
tation of Transportation Plan #2. All work-
shops will be held at the Liberty High
School cafeteria at 6 p.m. The cafeteria is
located in Building “B” beside the Theatre.
It’s the first large building on the right as
you enter the parking lot from Road 36.

Corridor Redesign
The Corridor Redesign workshop was

held onWednesday, June 23.With the com-
munity’s Vision as the starting point, a de-
sign team from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo,

began in April to build design concepts for
Avenue 12 in the Ranchos. You may have
seen students walking Avenue 12 earlier
this spring. The team includes urban design
and landscape architecture faculty and stu-
dents. We are very excited to have the de-
sign team on board. Public Input on several
design options will be taken.

Transportation Plan
The Transportation Workshop will

present likely impacts on circulation in the
area and the final workshop will present the
recommended circulation plan for the area.
Elements of the Transportation Plan will re-
flect results of analyses and accommodate
community aspirations and technical rec-
ommendations from the Visioning and Cor-
ridor Redesign portions of the Avenue 12
Enhancement Plan.

Please note that Phase 2 will be devel-
oped based from the Vision developed last
summer and fall by the community:

1) The Madera Ranchos Avenue 12
DRAFTVision was made available for pub-
lic review and comment December 2009. It
is still available at the following locations:

a. On the internet: www.madera-
county.com/rma/planningdept/planning_de
pt_docs.html#MADERA%20RANCHOS
% 2 0 - % 2 0 AV E N U E % 2 0 1 2 % 2 0
ENHANCEMENT%20PLAN

b.At the Madera County Resource
Management Agency (2037 W Cleveland
Avenue, Madera, within the Wal-Mart
shopping center)

c. At the Madera Ranchos Library
(37167 Avenue 12 # 4C, Madera Ranchos)

If you have any questions regarding the
project, please contact Scott R. Harmstead,
Planner III, Madera County Planning Depart-
ment at 675-7821 ext.3217 or email him at
scott.harmstead@madera-county.com. You
can also contact himat theMaderaCountyRe-
source Management Agency, 2037 W Cleve-
landAvenue,Mail StopG,Madera,CA93637.

Ave. 12 PlanningMoving Forward,Workshops Coming

Four More Years - BigelowWins
In a decisive victory, incumbent

Madera County District 1 Supervisor
Frank Bigelow won the June 8 election
against rival Tom Kellner with 66.2 per-
cent of the vote to
Kellner’s 33.6 per-
cent. The victory
marks the beginning
of Bigelow’s fourth
term as Supervisor
for District 1, the
district in which the
Madera Ranchos is
located.

Voter turnout
for the election was
particularly light
with less than half of
the registered voters
in Madera County
casting a ballot. Of
the 54,357 regis-
tered voters in
Madera County,
only 20,402 ballots were cast, 12,756 in
the form of absentee ballots and 7,646 cast
at precincts.

In other Supervisorial races, Tom
Wheeler held on to his position in District
5 in the Oakhurst area by earning 58.6 per-
cent of the votes while challenger Joe Al-
berta ended up with 41.3 percent of the
votes. Down the hill in Chowchilla, there’s
going to be a runoff in November for Dis-
trict 2 Supervisor between David Rogers
and Justin White, the top two vote getters
in that contest.

In the race for County Superintendent
of Schools, Cecilia Massetti was the big
winner, taking 65.9 percent of the vote,
more than the next two candidates com-

bined. Gwendolyn
Stewart received 19.4
percent of the vote and
Maria Velarde-Garcia
received 14.5 percent.

In the race for Su-
perior Court Judge Of-
fice #3, incumbent
Judge D. Lynn Jones
won with 60.7 percent
of the votes, leaving
challenger Brian
Austin with 38.9 per-
cent.

For theAssessor’s
seat, incumbentAsses-
sor Tom Kidwell got
the nod from the vot-
ers with 60.6 percent
of the vote to Kenneth

Russell’s 39 percent.
Madera County’s Sheriff-Coroner po-

sition was also up for election, pitting in-
cumbent Sheriff John Anderson against
fellow Sheriff’s Deputy, Sgt. Betty Barker.
At the end of the balloting Anderson won
with 67.6 percent of the votes to Barker’s
32.2 percent.

The only other race was for County
Clerk-Recorder with incumbent Rebecca
Martinez winning over Desirae Divine,
70.3 percent to 29.4 percent.

All other elections were unopposed.

Frank Bigelow marks the beginning of
his fourth term as Supervisor for District 1
with his June 8 victory.

Adevice usually planted as a prank can
prove to be deadly if handled at just the
wrong time.

An email was received by the Ranchos
Independent telling of “bottle bombs,” basi-
cally benign looking 2-liter soda bottles with
liquid in them. Bymixing two very common
-- and I mean very common -- items from
your kitchen, once the mixture is agitated,
within a matter of moments the device ex-
pands and explodes with devastating effect.

What is happening in other parts of the
country is people are going out on their front
lawns or to their mailboxes and are finding
what looks like a soda bottle with a small
amount of liquid inside of it. Mistaking it for
garbage, the homeowner picks it up to throw
it away but the agitation of picking it up and
carrying it cause it to activate. You can go to
YouTube and search for videos of bottle
bombs and you will see it all.

Often email warnings are bogus and not
worth the time to read them, but this one is
for real. There is even a page on snopes.com,
the urban legend and hoax-busting website,
that verifies it.

Recently in Austin, Texas, five males
were charged with bottle bombing their
teachers’homes and there are reports of oth-
ers losing hearing and other damage.

It seems silly, but if you see a soda
bottle with liquid and metal in it or if it’s
swelling, call the police. DO NOT
TOUCH IT!

“Bottle Bombs”
Look Harmless,
Can be Deadly
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Nearly
5 million
U.S. homes
already rely
on clean, safe
propane ...

Propane is an approved,
clean fuel listed in the
1990 Clean Air Act and
the Energy Policy Act
of 1992.

Propane is one of the cleanest burning of
all fossil fuels, is nontoxic and is not
harmful to soil or water.

What are YOU waiting for?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
AVAILABLE BETWEEN JULY 1 - AUG. 31, 2010 • MUST BE A VALLEY PROPANE CUSTOMER

WIN250GALLONSOFPROPANE

MAIL TO: Valley Propane • PO Box 125 • Mendota, CA 93640

PROUDLY
SERVING

THE
MADERA
RANCHOS

SERVINGALL THERANCHOS’PROPANENEEDS

Propane fulfills energy
needs by burning
cleanly and efficiently,
giving you more
value for your
energy dollar.

• FREE LEAK TEST • FREE TANK RENTAL FIRST YEAR •
Service you can trust at prices you can afford! We are locally owned.

Propane is used for furnaces, water
heaters, air conditioners, outdoor
grills, fireplaces and appliances.

6/
10
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FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS STAND

for the 4th of July

Get your

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

Next to the Ranchos Café in the Maywood Center
Come out and support your local library and chamber!

July 1 - 4 • 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
6/

10

ByEllenMester

Here is your chance to help the Ranchos Library and the GoldenValley Chamber of Com-
mercewhile stockingupon fireworks for the4thof July.Our fireworksboothwill beon thepark-
ing lot entrance between the Ranchos Café and the Ranchos Town and Country Liquor Store.
There will be a great selection including several sizes of family packs.We know there will be a
lot of competition from other clubs in town but we hope you purchase fireworks to support the
Library and the Chamber.

The“MakeaSplash—Read”SummerReadingProgram isoff and running, or rather swim-
ming. It is so much fun to see so many children in our community participating in the activities
plus turn in their completed reading logs for prizes.We are so grateful to all the local businesses
and groups that havemade this program possible. Here is our list of proud supporters:

Friendsof theRanchosLibrary •Ranchos/Hills Seniors
GoldenValleyChamberofCommerce •Ranchos Pizza Factory • Subway

Ranchos Café • Ranchos Town andCountry Liquor Store •WightWater Pool Supply
Continental Realty • Ranchos Valero • B&MAuto and Truck Parts • TheHeadliners

MathCrazy/T.O.P.S. • Hurst Hardware • RanchosMarket • IslandWater Park

What a great and generous communitywe have here in the Ranchos.

Library Concerns
Over theMemorialDayweekend someonemaliciously destroyedbooks in our bookdropby

dumping a soda on top of the books.Many of the books belonged to other libraries.Water, soda or
food absolutely ruins books.We lost hundreds of dollars in books at a timewhenwe can ill afford
to lose anything.Onanother sadnote, someone is stealing the recycling thatweplace at thebackof
the library. Themoney that we get fromRecycle 4 Kids, goes toward our new library fund. How
desperate somepeoplemustbe tosteal recycling! Ifyouseeanyone takingrather thanadding toour
recycling, please tell them to stop or call the Sheriff’sDepartment at 675-7976.Anew signwill be
posted at the back of the buildingwarning violators that the recyclables are not there for the taking.

Join the Friends of the Ranchos Library
The Friends meet the first Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Library. Come, join us,

and bewelcomed into an eclectic group of library supporters. Help us plan for the future.

BookRecommendations
Juvenile Fiction: The Strange Case of Origami

Yoda byTomAngleberger. If you likedTheDiary of a
WimpyKid, youwill enjoy thisbook. It is a similar style
onlywritten inmanyvoices—all thekids inMcQuar-
rie Middle School who were helped by the Origami
Yoda who resides on the index finger of Dwight.
Dwight is the kind of guy who eats 13 servings of
canned peaches at lunch and then barfs in class. He
may be a loser with no social graces, but when he
has Origami Yoda on his finger he becomes the
wise one. Everyone is skeptical at first, of course,
until they too seek Yoda’s help and find success,
peace, pride, andall thingswise. It is cleverlywrit-
ten and extremely entertaining. Amust read for
those reluctant readersor for those seekingagood
laugh.

Adult Non-fiction: Live a Little!: Break-
ing the Rules Won’t Break Your Health by Susan M.

Love,M.D. andAliceD.Domar, Ph.D. For those of uswho become anxious
over our lack of exercise, diet and sleep, this book gives license to relax and remember that per-
fect health is not achievable.Yes, it’s important to maintain a healthy lifestyle, but not to the de-
gree that we’re guilt-ridden every time we eat something “bad” or sleep in when we should be
exercising.We’re just adding more stress onto our already stressed lives.While there is no new
information in this book, it offers realistic advice formaintaining a semblance of balance.Oneof

The Bookshelf

Fireworks,Fourthof Julyand theRanchosLibrary -SummerMustBeHere!
the best tidbits, I think, was to question the relevance of some of the
tests that are pushed upon women. One example, the bone density
test,hasnotbeenproventobeapredictorof fractures. Itmeasures the
density in comparison to a woman in her twenties. One would ex-
pect an olderwoman to have less-dense bones. It’s a natural part of
aging likegrayhairor lossofestrogen.Sodowereallyneed thison
a regular basis? Short quizzes help the reader to find the appropri-
ate areas that need attention for each agegroup.Above all, the ad-
vice is to cut yourself some slack and enjoy life.Who wouldn’t
want to take that advice?

Check out these books andmore at the Ranchos Library
and don’t forget your library card – don’t leave home
without it!
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By Rich Lowry

President Barack Obama said at his
BP press conference that when he was
shaving the other day, his daughter
Malia asked him, “Did you plug the
hole yet, Daddy?”

If Obama wanted to give her a
quick lesson in how the world works,
he might have said: “No, dear, that’s
beyond my capacity. I can’t stop oil
from gushing from a well 5,000 feet be-
neath the ocean’s surface. Now, did you
do your homework?”

Malia can be forgiven for not un-
derstanding the limits on her daddy’s
power. She’s 11 years old. What's
everyone else’s excuse? If the presi-
dency of the United States is the most
powerful and majestic office on Earth,
it does not confer omnipotence on the
mere mortal who happens to occupy it.

Perhaps Obama himself needs to
be reminded. AWhite House aide told a
reporter that the president, in a fit of
frustration, barked to his aides during
one meeting, “Plug the damn hole.”
That’s a meaningless order with the
world’s best engineers already desper-
ately trying to solve a hellish technical
problem.

Since the Obama administration’s
ethic is never to let a crisis go to waste,
Obama says the BP disaster means
Congress should pass his energy bill
and “answer this challenge, once and

for all.” As with much of Obama’s
agenda, this is a convenient non se-
quitur posing as an urgent response.

A cap-and-trade bill could have
passed years ago and we’d still be
drilling offshore. The Outer Continen-
tal Shelf had 4,000 oil and gas facilities
as of 2002. Obama proposed even more
offshore drilling just a few weeks be-
fore the BP spill, an acknowledgment
that drilling will be necessary even if
he gets his way on an energy bill.

Cap-and-trade will increase the
cost of petroleum, but not enough to
end its usefulness. As Jerry Taylor of
the Cato Institute points out, we use 70
percent of our petroleum for trans-
portation, simply because nothing else
is as efficient in powering our cars and
trucks. In Europe, gas costs $7 a gallon;
people still put it in their cars.

At his presser, Obama sought to
appear in charge, knowing that any-
thing short of that is politically deadly
for a president. But he muddled his
message. At times, he acknowledged
that BP is taking the lead in the re-
sponse. And he admitted that he didn’t
know whether the head of the Minerals
Management Service -- the agency at
the center of the controversy over
whether BP was properly regulated --
resigned or was fired.

Obama can sound analytic to the
point of detachment, establishing a crit-
ical distance between himself and his

Don’t Waste a Crisis

“ there is a
profound

moral
difference

between the
use of force

for liberation
and the use

of force for
conquest."

Guest Editorial

own team. Sometimes he referred to his
own administration as “they” and “the
current administration,” as if his role is
only to grade the blue books and offer
constructive criticism.

In the light of his BP experience,
one hopes Obama regrets his slam of
President Bush for his “unconscionable
ineptitude” in responding to Hurricane
Katrina, a larger and more rapid-mov-
ing, unforgiving crisis. If nothing else,
it’d be karmic payback if critics began
accusing Obama of failing to stop the
spill because he hates brown pelicans.

“Daddy, why haven’t you saved the
birds yet?”

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review. (c) 2010 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Let the arm twis t ing begin !
I tem #7: Discuss ion and considerat ion of

approva l to resc ind ac t ion taken on June 15 ,
2010 regard ing I tem 14c , approval of Reso lu-
t ion Appropr ia t ing Unant ic ipa ted Revenue , in
the amount of $753,960.00, der ived from the Criminal Jus t ice Faci l -
i ty Const ruct ion Fund to Bui ld ing Program - Jai l Expansion Project ,
for Fiscal Year 2009-2010.

I t was a 3-2 vote again .
How many t imes can we rescind a vote because we did not get

the resu l t we wanted? Try plac ing the pr i son in Oakhurs t , the
Madera Ranchos or Madera Ci ty and see who wil l s top vot ing to ac-
cept i t . You can cal l a pig a dog al l day long but in the end you st i l l
have a pig .

The argument being put for th is that th is has nothing to do with
the 500 bed prison; i t is only about the jai l expansion. When you sel l
out your County to the California State Department of Correct ions in
wr i t ing and give them sole power to comple te the dea l or no t and
where to p lace the fac i l i ty, spending the money before the dea l i s
done may not be such a great idea .

The cat is out of the bag: no area of Madera County wants this
monster in their back yard.

The Sta te wi l l back out i f enough ci t izens speak in to the r igh t
ears . Our board is famous for being select ively deaf. The Department
of Correc t ions i s cont ro l led by s ta te e lec ted off ic ia l s , maybe they
wil l l i s ten .

Yes we need the ja i l expanded, but a t what pr ice? Have you ever
wondered where the Cal i fo rn ia Depar tment of Cor rec t ions go t the
$30 mil l ion they are offer ing the Board as a br ibe?

“The American Republ ic wi l l endure , unt i l pol i t ic ians real i ze
they can bribe the people wi th their own money.” – Alexis de Toc-
quevi l le .

I tem #15: Development of service related fee .
The Board voted to spend $33,893.00 to s tudy a new fee/assess-

ment / tax on every parcel in Madera County outs ide of the ci t ies . I
spoke aga ins t spend ing a lmos t 34 grand on a s tudy to pu t a new
tax/ fee on the bal lo t . I was immedia te ly rebuked, by the chai r, be-
cause this money could only be spent on this and not the current f i -
nancia l i ssues .

In the firs t place I don’t think i t is even legal to spend the money
on this s tudy.

Development fees can only be used to mit igate the need caused
by the development that paid the fees . Using the fees to f igure out
how to col lec t more fees from every improved parcel on the County
somehow seems a bi t of a s t re tch .

Our Board has a his tory of s tre tching, bending, and breaking,
the rules when i t helps them spend money.

The Fi re Mi t iga t ion fees have co l lec ted $6-8 mi l l ion over the
pas t 10 years but when i t came to bui ld ing the new fire s ta t ions in
Oakhurs t and North Fork the fund was tapped out .

Where did i t a l l go? Can you show me $6 mil l ion in growth in
our f ire department?

Money in the hands of our Board disappears l ike so much f la tu-
la t ion in a hurr icane. Ask any local volunteer what your f i re depar t -
ment has got ten that was not paid for by communi ty fund raisers .

Every t ime I ment ion the “Grani te Pa lace ,” the obscene monu-
ment to the ar rogance and se l f se rv ing opulence of our loca l gov-
ernment , I am reminded i t was bui l t so large so i t would serve for
many years in to the future . Decks are so far apar t they need to cal l
each other to communicate. The entire third floor si ts empty. At least

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen
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www.bedrockeng.com
559.645.4849

our Madera Ranchos office!
For a free consultation, call

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFYYOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FORAFREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

O.A.C.
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Click on “Local News” at

Please see D.O.G. on P. 15
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By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
Another school year has ended.

It was both an honor and a privilege
to be asked, with the other original
school board members, to hand out
diplomas to the Liberty High year
of 2010 graduates. Bruce Blair,
Teresa Carter, Mark Huddleston,
myself and Mona Diaz were all on
the first school board that set the
foundation for the new Golden Val-
ley Unified School District 10 years
ago. I am proud of the honors that
the schools and students in Golden
Valley Unified have received in the
last 10 years. Liberty High gradu-
ated 136 students this year. When I
look back over the last 10 years, it
is truly amazing what Golden Valley
Unified has accomplished.

I also attended the graduation of
our Educational Options students .
Ten years ago Independence High
School was Golden Valley Unified’s
only high school. This school has
graduated students from the very
first year that Golden Valley has
been in business. When Principal

Dr. Jim Green was hired he took on
all of the different schools that stu-
dents have the option to attend in
Golden Valley Unified. These
schools are: Centennial Independent
Study School, Golden Valley Adult
School, Independence Continuation
School, Valley
Teen Ranch
Community Day
School, Chil-
dren’s Hospital
Study School and
Lincoln Commu-
nity Day School.
For the first time
there was a sixth
grade and an
eighth grade pro-
motion ceremony
for the Lincoln
Community Day
School students
this year. The
other schools are high school age or
older students. Watching the 19 stu-
dents in their caps and gowns walk
in front of the microphone and tell
about their teachers and parents
who held them up through good

times and bad in their high school
years was very emotional for me.
Jim Green has become a friend to
me and others in the community.
This is his last year with us and he
will be missed. Good bye Jim and
God bless you for al l of the work

that you have
done for the stu-
dents of Golden
Valley Unified.

The last grad-
uation that I at-
tended was at the
Ranchos Middle
School on June 4.
The last 10 years
have seen Golden
Valley middle
school students
bounced around.
Their f irst years
were when the
seventh and

eighth grade was a part of Webster
Elementary School. Webster was
our only school building when we
separated from Madera Unified and
became Golden Valley Unified.
When Liberty High School opened

the middle school students were
moved on to the Liberty High Cam-
pus and became Liberty Middle
School in 2003. Liberty Middle
School stayed on the Liberty High
Campus unti l the June promotion
ceremony in 2005. During the sum-
mer of 2005 a temporary school was
built for our middle school students.
When they final ly had a space to
call their own the name was
changed to the Ranchos Middle
School, home of the Mustangs.
From 2005 to 2009 the middle
school students l ived in their tem-
porary school. In the mean time an-
other school bond had been passed
and the building of a permanent
middle school was being built and it
opened for students August of 2010
just 10 years after Golden Valley
Unified became a school distr ict .
Golden Valley now not only has a
comprehensive high school but can
also brag about the new comprehen-
sive middle school. On June 4, 161
proud middle school students were
promoted to the ninth grade in their

Ranchos 2010 Graduations Over, Reflections on Last 10 Years
The Stock Report

I remember Principal Jim
Volkoff, the first principal of Lib-
erty High School, saying, “Suc-
cess is a journey, not a
destination.” This certainly ap-
plies to creating s school district.
Another school year is over and
Golden Valley has to get ready
for the 2010-2011 school year,
which will be a challenge.

Please see STOCK on P. 12
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The more efficient a system, the less energy it
uses, and the better it is for the environment.
The York® Affinity™ Series Air Conditioners
and Heat Pumps meet or beat the government’s energy efficiency
standards with SEER ratings of up to 18. Plus, Affinity™ models are avail-
able with eco-friendly refrigerant that is safer for the ozone layer. And all Affinity™
models are so quiet, you and your “outdoor neighbors” will hardly know when one’s
running. With Affinity™, efficiency comes naturally.

It’s as friendly to
the environment
as it is to your
budget.
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Mama always told us to “keep
your mind going – try to learn
something new every day. Don’t let
your mind dry up.” Well, I learned
something just the other day; in
fact I learned two things that I
never knew before.

I received an e-mail from
Debra suggesting I do a column on
cobblers, crisps and grunts. She
must have been reading my mind
because I had intended doing this
one on cobblers – but she stopped
me with a “grunt.” So I went to the
internet (I don’t know where I’d be
if it weren’t for the internet). First
I went to the dictionary and looked
up grunt. The familiar definitions
were there – A sound made when
lift ing; an infantry man; an un-
skil led worker, and then there it
was: New England cooking - a
dessert, made with fruit and topped
with biscuit dough. Then my cu-
riosity was really going, so I went
to Google and typed in Peach
Grunt and wow, there were all
kinds of recipes. Not only that, I
found another word I’d never heard
of and that was a “slump.” So,
back to the internet to find the dif-
ference between a grunt and a
slump. They both come from New
England and one site said the grunt
was cooked on top of the stove and
got its name from the sound the
fruit was making while cooking
and a slump was baked in the oven.
Both with bubbly fruit with bis-
cuits or dumplings dropped in on
top of the fruit . Well , there you
have it – if you are like me, you
learned two new words today to
add to your vocabulary.

Peach Grunt
5 C Sliced Peaches
¾ C Sugar
1 T Cornstarch
1 C Flour
2 T Sugar
1 t. Baking Powder
2 T Butter, softened
½ C Milk

Combine first three ingredients
in saucepan. Cover and cook over
low heat until mixture comes to a
boil . In a mixing bowl, combine
dry ingredients and cut in butter
with a pastry blender. When crum-
bly, add milk, making a dough that
is soft but not sticky (you may not
need all the milk). Uncover the pot
and drop the spoonfuls of dough
into bubbling fruit, spacing evenly.
Simmer uncovered for 10 minutes,
cover and cook an additional 10
minutes without lif t ing the lid.
Serve warm with whipped cream or
ice cream.

I don’t have a recipe for my
mom’s boysenberry cobbler, but I
can remember how she made it –
saw her make enough of them. She
would make her pie crust for a two
crust pie.

Pie Crust
2 C Flour
1 ½ t. Salt
2/3 C Shortening
½ C Ice Water
Mix flour and salt . Cut in

shortening until l ike meal. Add
water and mix into a ball. This may
be a little moist but when you put
it on a floured board and sprinkle
a lit t le flour on the dough ball , i t
should be alright. Cut ball in half
and roll each piece into desired
shape. Should be enough for a two-
crust 9-inch pie or a 9x13 pan for
cobbler.

She would line the bottom and
sides of a 9x13 pan with half the
rolled out pie dough. In a bowl,
she would mix whatever amount of
berries it took to fil l the baking
dish (probably about 5 cups of
berries) a couple of tablespoons of
flour and enough sugar to sweeten
the berries. Sugar would depend on
the tartness of the berries, but
close to a cup of sugar. Pour the
berry mixture into the prepared
pan and top with the other half of
dough and seal the edges. Score
the top with holes to let steam es-
cape. Bake in 350 oven until fruit
is bubbly and top is golden.

If you don’t want to fool with
making and rolling out pie dough:

Batter Topping
1 C Flour
1 C Sugar
2 t. Baking Powder

by Jean Briner

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Who Wants Grunt?

Exp. 7-25-10 • Ranchos location only • all prices plus applicable tax+CRV • 6/10
RANCHOS VALERO • 37047 AVE 12 • 645-4541

GAS • DIESEL • PROPANE • LIQUOR • COLD BEER

Wine
Birdstone Winery, a new California wine made in the Ranchos.
Available in Merlot, Syrah & Cabernet and just $5.99 per bottle!

Cigarettes
NEW $2.99/pk • Grand Prix $3.69/pk

Marlboro Special $3.99/pk - $39.99/carton

Liquor
Sauza Tequila Gold 750ml $16.99

Tequila Reposado 750ml $12.99 • Barton Vodka 1.75L $10.99
Taaka Vodka 1.75L $11.99 • Popov Vodka 1.75L $14.99

Soda
Pepsi 16oz. 89¢ • Pepsi 12 pk $4.99

Beer
Coors 12 pk can & btl $7.99 • Coors 18 pk can $11.99 • Bud 18 pk $12.99
Miller Hi Life 24oz. can 99¢ • Bud 16oz. can 99¢ • Tecate 18 pk $11.99
Bud 15 pk $9.99 • Busch 24oz. can 99¢ • Busch 12 pk can $5.99

Energy Drinks
Rip It 16oz. 99¢ •Amp (all flavors) 2 for $3

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at
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801 E. Yosemite Avenue, Madera
662-8825 or 355-5030
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Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a Direct
Cremation Package for $$11,,779999..8811. Our Direct Cremation
Service Package is designed specially for families who have chosen
to have a simple cremation. This package includes a durable plastic urn, a
cardboard cremation container, removal from place of death to mortuary within
50 miles, basic services of director and staff, refrigeration, 1-hour private family
viewing, one death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.

We also have many funeral plans to choose from.
To discuss payment options on this plan or any of

our other funeral plans please contact Pre-
Arrangement Specialist Sharlane Smith at

$1,799.81

www.The Ranchos.com

¼ t. Salt
2 T Butter, softened
1 Egg, slightly beaten
3 T Milk
In large bowl mix all ingredients

and beat with a spoon until batter is
smooth. Drop batter over fruit mix.
Bake 25-30 minutes in 350 oven.

I found a recipe in her cards that
sounds real easy and good – I’ll pass
it on:

Easy Fruit Cobbler
1 Stick Butter
1 C Flour
1 C Sugar
2 T Baking Powder
¾ C Milk
4 C Canned Fruit (peaches)

Melt butter in 9x13 pan. In mixing
bowl mix sugar and flour together, add
baking powder, then add milk and beat
well. Pour over the melted butter DO
NOT MIX TOGETHER WITH BUT-
TER. Pour canned fruit with juice over
batter. DO NOT MIX FRUIT WITH
BATTER. Bake at 375 for 45 minutes.

Debra included a couple of recipes
for homemade ice cream that I will save
for another time, but she did tell me about
a quick “freeze” that sounds real good:

Take a two liter bottle of root beer
and mix in the ice cream freezer can
with two cans of sweetened condensed
milk (Not evaporated milk). Whisk to
blend thoroughly, and then freeze ac-
cording to the manufacturer’s direc-
tions. If you like root beer freeze, you
will really love this concoction. Use or-
ange soda in place of the root beer and it

will bring back memories of a 50/50 bar
(or an Orange Freeze at Foster Freeze).

Well that does it for another
month. I really want to thank those of
you that sent emails, or called. I really
appreciate the feedback. One sugges-
tion was that I include our e-mail ad-
dress in the column. I took it for
granted that since it was in the paper a
couple of times, that wouldn’t be nec-
essary but perhaps I’m wrong – sorry
about that! You can contact me by
phone at 645-0634 (If I’m not there,
leave a message on the answering ma-
chine) E-mail me at the paper ranchos-
news@theranchos.com, or better yet,
come into the office and talk to me.
We’re in the Chamber of Commerce
office between the liquor store and
Wight Water Pool Supply. I’d love to
talk to you. Until next time ...

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

SUDOKU
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Sheriff John Anderson is warning
Madera County residents about an email
(complete with an attachment) sent from
someone posing as a Marine Corps Cor-
poral.

“Do NOT open it, and do NOT re-
spond to the sender,” Anderson said.
“Delete it immediately!”

The email, authored by a man who
calls himself Bill, would have recipients
assume that he’s affiliated with the US
Marines by virtue of his fabricated do-
main name. Here is the content of the
email:

-----Original Message-----
From: Corporal Williams Barnes

[mailto:williams.barnes@infantrymarine.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 1:58 PM
Subject: CORPORAL WILLIAMS BARNES
Hi there, I am Corporal Williams Barnes of the

US Marines currently serving in Afghanistan. I got
your email from a reliable source and would like to
send you a very important information. However, I'd
rather send it via fax because I don't trust the secu-
rity of the email system. Please provide a secure fax
number where you can be reached. 

~Semper Fi.
Bill.
williams.barnes@infantrymarine.com

Savvy recipients might find humor in
Bill’s “security warning,” but there’s
nothing funny about his phony pitch.

“This email, like countless others, is
merely another attempt to breach YOUR
computer system’s security,” Anderson said.

Again, if anyone receives an email
like this, Sheriff Anderson says don’t be
fooled into thinking it’s legitimate and
DON’T try to find out who this individ-
ual really is by responding to it.

“Just delete it,” Anderson said. “It’s
your best defense.”

Fake Marine Cpl.
E-mailing Trouble
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

6/10 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Click on “Local News” at 
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Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

By Bob Crabb

“But go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’”
(Matthew 9:13)

According to Matthew, Herod the
Great was King of Judea at the time of
the birth of Jesus. Herod’s ruthlessness
in defending his throne against any
threat forms the background for the
massacre of the children of Bethlehem
at the birth of the Messiah (Matthew
2:16ff). Herod the Great was a rough
character. He was everything that Jesus
was not. Jesus had compassion; Herod
was incapable of compassion. Jesus
had mercy; Herod was incapable of
mercy. Jesus served His Father and
loved God’s people; Herod was inca-
pable of serving anyone but himself.
Jesus sacrificed himself for the King-
dom of God and the people of God;
Herod sacrificed others. Herod was a
serial killer who was made king. I think
he met the psychology definition of a
murderous psychopath. He completely
lacked empathy and compassion of any
kind. He could murder adults, children,
family and friends without any re-
morse. Herod was a madman. He could
see suffering and he could inflict suf-
fering and he could create suffering
and it didn’t seem to bother him. For
the people who lived and suffered at
the hands of Herod the Great, he repre-
sented another aspect of a world that
was too often out of control. Who
could control a force like Herod the
Great? Herod was the world that Jesus
was born into and because there was
Herod, there was great suffering and
grieving. 

But because there was Jesus, there
was a counterpoint to suffering. Be-
cause there was Jesus, there was and is
the hope of a God who is stronger and
more merciful than the Herods of the
world. In our world today, we need all
the hope of a loving God that we can
get. We live in a world that sometimes
seems filled with real Herods and there
are even amateur Herods. Every uncar-
ing word, every action without the
compassion of Christ, without the
mercy of Christ, without the service of
Christ and without the sacrifice of
Christ can plant the seeds of suffering,
war and conflict that can match and ex-
ceed even the violence of Herod. In a
planet of more than 6 billion people
where an uncompassionate act or

thought can be multiplied by billions of
times, the momentum of suffering is
like a juggernaut that cannot be
stopped. The bible says that even cre-
ation suffers from this uncompassion-
ate juggernaut of self-will run riot.
Somehow in the rebellion of human
kind, in our propensity to offend each
other and even God, the whole creation
suffers. Paul makes the point in Ro-
mans (8:22): “We know that the whole
creation has been groaning as in the
pains of childbirth right up to the pres-
ent time.” 

In a world of modern day Herod
the Greats, having the hope of Christ is
the good news of God. We live in a
world we don’t control. Pearl Harbor
and 9/11 demonstrate that we don’t
have everything under control. Unem-
ployment and Bernie Madoff indicate
that we don’t have everything under
control. Cancer and illness and even
children are signs that we don’t have
everything under control. So in a sur-
prising way, those of us who follow
Christ are really ambassadors of hope
in a wonderful loving God who rings
out a message of Good News: “For I
know the plans I have for you, declares
the LORD, plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11).

Trying to control Herod or what-
ever Herod metaphorically represents
today, may be a worthwhile endeavor.
Membership in an organization, social
group, political party or club provides a
certain amount of comfort in a world of
turmoil and opposition. I think that the
church in the world is also influenced
by this desire to belong to an organiza-
tion that is based on membership.
There are denominations, factions, di-
visions, wings and off-shoots of faith
everywhere and many seem to have a
heavy emphasis on membership. Some-
times these divisions become hurtful
and antagonistic.

My proposal of faith today is that
when it comes to following Christ, that
it is not about membership in a church
or even about trying to control the
volatile nature of our world, but rather
it is about our discipleship in Jesus.
Jesus told the religious rulers one time
when they were criticizing him for not
following their rules, he said (Matthew
9:13): “... go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’”

The Pastor’s Desk

Discipleship Not Membership 

Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. 
Sunday 6 p.m.

AWANA Children's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs.

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA  93636 559-645-0722

6/10

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

5/10

Please see PASTOR on P. 12
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by the community ... for the community

What is SEMCU?

For more information, call 559-363-9095

The South East Madera County Unified organization,
or SEMCU, is a non-profit, mutual benefit organiza-
tion dedicated to representing the interests of the res-
idents, property owners and businesses in the SEMCU
Area. In representing local interests, SEMCU stud-
ies issues facing its members, such as access to water,
transportation, schools and energy, and works with
local governments and private entities to find work-
ing solutions to regional problems. Additionally,
SEMCU strives to advocate for its members wher-
ever and whenever the opportunity arises and to ob-
tain grant funding to help address area needs.

What is the SEMCUArea? The South-East Madera County United, Inc., or
“SEMCU,”Area covers the area of Madera County bounded on the north by High-
way 145, on the south by the San Joaquin River, on the east by Highway 41, and on
the west by Burlington Northern Southern Pacific Railway and by Avenue 32 1/2
north of its intersection with the Burlington Northern Southern Pacific Railway.
Why Should You Join SEMCU?

If you are a resident, landowner, or business owner in the SEMCUArea, you share
common interests with SEMCU. Becoming a member of SEMCU will allow you to
be a part of a collaborative group of individuals working for the benefit of the
SEMCUArea and will give you the opportunity to have a say in how issues facing
our area are handled.

COMMITTEES ARE NOW BEING FORMED! If you have an area that you are
passionate about for the Ranchos, here’s your opportunity to get something done.

6/
10
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37164 Avenue 12 #102, Madera Ranchos • 645-1225

BUY ONE MEDIUM
COFFEE AND GET A
SECOND CUP FOR

1/2
PRICE
EXPIRES 7/31/10

DON’TFORGETWE NOWHAVE GIFTSFOR SALE!

“You’ll forget about their drive-thru
once you’ve tasted our brew!”
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To the citize
ns of

Madera Co
unty,

I want to thank

you for your

continue
dsuppor

t.

I look fo
rward to

serving you for

the next

four yea
rs.

Sincerely
,

Sheriff

John Anderso
n

6/10

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700 Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones

www.GoldenValleyChurch.com

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer and
Bible Study 6 p.m.6/

10

Golden Valley Baptist Church

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!
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new gym. It was a special ceremony
as it was the first class to use the
new gym but it was all so sad as we
said goodbye to Principal Shane
Pinkard who had shepherded middle
school students through their diffi-
cult middle years for the last f ive
years. Shane will be missed. Good-
bye Shane and God bless you for all
of the work you have done for the
students of Golden Valley Unified.

I enjoy learning something new
every day. How about you? To cre-
ate Golden Valley Unified has been
such a challenge. It is hard to see it
struggle through the up and downs
of growing pains. There have been
so many new Superintendents,
teachers, principals, administrators
and school board members in the
last 10 years and yet Golden Valley
Unified has made a name for its self

in Madera County. When you accept
that l i fe is a constantly changing
and learning process it is so worth
all of the hard work. I remember
Principal Jim Volkoff, the first prin-
cipal of Liberty High School, say-
ing, “Success is a journey, not a
destination.” This certainly applies
to creat ing s school distr ict . An-
other school year is over and
Golden Valley has to get ready for
the 2010-2011 school year, which
will be a challenge. The school dis-
tr ict administrators and the school
board members have their hands full
f iguring out where the limited
amount of dollars wil l be spent to
best provide an education for the
new crop of students that will show
up in August, 2010. And here we go
again. Remember that one great idea
shared, can change the world. The
community created Golden Valley
Unified. Have a great summer!

STOCK cont. from P. 7
Page 12

It was not membership or qualifications
or associations or even following the
rules. What Jesus asked them to do was
to go and learn what their God desires.
The Herods of the past and the present
and the future sometimes scare me.
Sometimes I want to seek safety in
membership to something rather than
discipleship in my Savior. But then
Jesus said to go and learn what God de-
sires. When you see me or my family or
the community of believers who worship
on Sundays, I hope you don’t see some-
one who is a member of a particular
church or a member of a particular reli-
gion or even a political party. I hope
when you see me or my family or the
community of believers that you are able
to see an authentic human who is trying

to be a disciple of Christ. When you see
a follower of Christ, I hope you are able
to see a disciple of Hope in what God has
done and is doing and will do in Jesus
Christ. We worship as disciples, we study
the Word of God as disciples, we pray as
disciples, we speak as disciples, we live
as disciples and we treat others as if we
were disciples of the Christ who said:
“...go and learn what this means: ‘I de-
sire mercy, not sacrifice.’”

In a world of brutal Herods, our claim
is the hope of what a merciful God has
done in Jesus Christ. At the end of the day
that’s discipleship … not membership.

Pastor Bob Crabb is the Pastor
of the Christian Mission Center
meeting at 36875 Avenue 12 (Loren
Way and Ave. 12). They worship
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

PASTOR cont. from P. 10
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HAPPY

BBEESSTT  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN!!
BBEESS TT  SS EERRVVIICCEE!!
BBEESSTT  PPRRIICCEESS!!

FOURTH
of

JULY!
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SMIRNOFF’S, MIKE’S, MARGARITA 6-PAK ...... $6.99
COORS, COORS LT.  18-PAK .......................... $11.95
TECATE 20-PAK, CORONA,
HEINEKEN, NEW CASTLE 12-PAK .......    .......... $11.99

PEPSI, COKE, 7 UP MIX ‘N MATCH
2 Ltr ....................................................... 2 for $3
12-PAKS ............................................    .......... $3.99

MALIBU RUM ALL VARIETIES 750 ML .............. $9.99
JIM BEAM 750 ML ............................................ $11.99
POPOV VODKA 1.75 Ltr .................................. $12.99
CROWN ROYAL 750ML ................................... $19.99
ABSOLUT (100 PROOF) 1 Ltr, 
SAUZA GOLD or SILVER 1.75 Ltr,   
PATRON TEQUILA 375 ML

750 ML WINE AS LOW AS .................................. $1.99
FRONTERA ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ................. $3.99
JACOB’S CREEK, CALLAWAY
COLUMBIA CREST, ALL VARIETIES 750 ML .... $4.99
REX-GOLIATH ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ............ $5.99
VERMONTE (Chile) ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ...... $6.99

ALL PRICES +TAX, CRV • PRICES SUBJECT
TO CHANGE • EXPIRES 6-25-10

} ............. $19.99

6/
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Senior Report

Monopoly: A Different War Game
By Eleanore Burchell

Many seniors remember and lived
through Pearl Harbor, WWII, and the events
surrounding those years. So hopefully the fol-
lowing information will interest you as it did
me. Starting in 1941, an increased number of
British Airmen found themselves as involun-
tary guests of their enemy and the English
were casting about for ways and means to fa-
cilitate their escape.

Now obviously one of the most helpful
aids to that end was a useful and accurate map,
one showing not only where things were, but
also showing the locations of “safe houses”
where POWs on the run could go for food and
shelter. Paper maps had some real drawbacks.
They made a lot of noise when they were
opened and folded, they wore out rapidly and
when they got wet they turned into mush.

Then someone in the MI-5 (similar to
America’s Office of Strategic Services) had
the idea of printing escape maps on silk. It’s
durable, could be scrunched-up into tiny wads
and unfolded as many times as needed and
made no noise at all. At that time, there was
only one manufacturer in Great Britain that
had perfected the technique of printing on silk
and that was John Waddington, Ltd. When ap-
proached by the government, the firm was
only too happy to do its bit for the war effort.
Purely by coincident, Waddington was also the
U.K. licensee for the popular American board
game, Monopoly. Waddington produced many
escape aids which were sent to Nazi prison
camps, but these were always sent via private,
often fictitious organizations like the License
Victuallers Prisoner Relief Fund. Under the
strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and
inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of
Waddington’s, a group of sworn-to-secrecy
employees began mass-producing escape
maps, keyed to each region of Germany or
Italy where POW camps were located. When
processed, these maps could be folded into
such tiny dots that they would actually fit in-
side a Monopoly playing piece. 

As long as they were at it, the clever
workmen at Waddington’s also managed to
add:

1. A playing token, containing a small
magnetic compass

2. A two-part metal file that could easily
be screwed together

3. Useful amounts of genuine high-de-
nomination German, Italian and French cur-
rency, all hidden within the piles of Monopoly
money!

British and American air crews were ad-
vised, before taking off on their first mission,
how to identify a “rigged” Monopoly set by
means of a tiny red dot, one cleverly rigged to

look like an ordinary printing glitch, located in
the corner of the Free Parking square. Of the
approximately 35,000 POWs who successfully
escaped, an estimated one-third were aided in
their flight by the rigged Monopoly sets. 

Our thanks must go to the men and boys
from Flipside Christian Church who have been
volunteering at our facility to help us with some
gardening and other chores. These men are
available to help our seniors and friends who
need batteries changed in their smoke alarms,
transportation to doctor appointments and sim-
ilar needs. For more information about them,
please call Joann at 645-4864.

Travel with Us
Our Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center is lo-

cated at 37330 Berkshire and our members
have really been traveling around, seeing in-
teresting places and having lots of fun. The
February 23-25 Snow Train Trip to Reno was
enjoyed by 52 of our members and friends. In
April, 32 of our members and friends boarded
a train and traveled to Stockton for the 25th
Anniversary of the Asparagus Festival. On
June 14-15, we went on a great bus trip,
stopped to have lunch in Pismo Beach at Fins
Restaurant, spent several hours at Chumash
Casino, stayed at Corque Hotel in Solvang and
ending up in Simi Valley at the Reagan Library
and Memorial. We were served lunch under
the wing of Reagan’s Air Force One Presi-
dential plane. GREAT TRIP! The next trip is
planned for October 4-17 and will be a Euro-
pean Riverboat cruise and tour. Everything is
included:

a) 14 days total: 2 nights in Paris plus
deluxe 10-night cruise from Luxembourg to 

Amsterdam
b) Deluxe hotel in Paris with breakfast in-

cluded 
c) High-speed TGV train from Paris to

Metz
d) All meals included on 10-night cruise
e) Quality European wines served with

every dinner onboard Avalon Affinity
f) Roundtrip air from San Francisco
g) Fully escorted from beginning to end,

including luggage handling
h) All ground transfers, government fees

and airport taxes included
i) Additional: Port taxes at $140 per per-

son, gratuities aboard the ship and personal ex-
penses

For more details, please come in to talk
with Joann or call her at 645-4864.

Unfortunately, we lost Helen Rice who
passed away last month. Our sincere sympathy
goes to her daughter Rae Mohr and other fam-
ily members. 

Please see SENIORS on P. 23
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from pump and other electrical de-
vices where fires can start.

• Make sure chemicals are properly
stored and vented. Chemicals such as
chlorine and acid, if placed together, can
produce a potentially lethal gas. Certain
chlorine products mixed with water or
oils can cause fires. Check with your
local pool store or fire department on
how to properly store chemicals.

• Remove attractive, appealing toys
from water after use to prevent curious
kids from possibly reaching in after them.

For more safety tips please check
out our website at www.wightwater-
pools.com. Always remember that
even with all the best safety equip-
ment in the world installed on a pool
or spa, nothing can replace a good set
of eyes watching out for small chil-
dren in and around any body of water.

I hope with your help this month
we can make pools and other bodies
of water a safer and more enjoyable
place for families here in the Ranchos
and across the United States.

Jon Heffernan is the owner of
Wight Water Pools, Inc. in the
Madera Ranchos and can be reached
at 645-1969.

POOLS cont. from P. 2

25 percen t of th i s gran i te -c lad
mons te r was crea ted to se rve fu-
tu re deve lopment . Deve lopment
fees shou ld be used to make the
$1 .2 mi l l ion payments f rom th i s
point on, not genera l fund money.

We paid our share . Now i t i s
t ime deve lopment fees pay the i r
fa i r share . We don’t need more
new off ices; we need our govern-
ment to make do wi th what they
have.

Funny how these th ings work .
Immed i a t e l y a f t e r t h e e l e c t i on ,
t he p roces s ends and the p roces s
beg in s t o imp l emen t a new tax .
Fo r now, t he f e e i s be i ng p ro -
moted on the promise i t w i l l pay
fo r f i r e , s he r i f f , l i b r a ry, p a rk s
and r ec r e a t i on . Un fo r t una t e l y,
even i f i t we r e t o pa s s , much o f
t he money wou ld be d ive r t ed t o
o the r u se s . Wi th th i s new fee on
eve ry home and bus i ne s s i n t he
Coun ty, ou r Boa rd wou ld be f ree
t o r ed i r e c t t h e gene r a l f und
money, now go ing to t he s e s e rv -
i ces , to pe t p ro jec t s and expenses
t hey know we wou ld no t vo t e a
penny to suppor t .

I t i s ca l led a shel l game.

D.O.G. cont. from P. 6

Forty-year-old Larry Allen Shores
remains behind bars facing attempted
murder charges. He’s accused of shoot-
ing at a driver for backing into his van
by mistake on the
evening of June 7.

According to re-
ports, Madera County
Sheriff’s Department
received a 911 call at
around 6:42 p.m. Mon-
day, June 7. The caller
said a brown van was
chasing a grey sedan
and shooting at the
driver.

The incident started
outside Bill’s Quick
Stop on Avenue 13½
and Wood Street. The
driver of the grey
sedan was backing out
of the parking lot
when he bumped the
brown van by mistake.
The driver of the brown van responded
by bumping into the grey sedan. The
driver of the sedan looked back to see
the driver of the van, and realized the

van driver was armed with a gun.
The sedan sped off with the van

right behind and a number of shots
were fired, shattering the sedan’s wind-

shield.
The road rage inci-

dent ended in a subdi-
vision across the street
from the Sheriff’s Of-
fice on Avenue 14 and
Road 28.

Shores was taken
into custody without
further incident and
booked into Madera
County Department of
Corrections on suspi-
cion of attempted mur-
der, felon in possession
of a firearm, posses-
sion of a controlled
substance, possession
of drug paraphernalia,
under the influence of
a controlled substance

and possession of a controlled sub-
stance while armed with a loaded
firearm.

Bail was set at $1 million.

Madera Man Jailed for Road Rage

Forty-year-old Larry Allen
Shores now faces attempted murder
charges for responding with a gun
when his vehicle was bumped.

Parking lot bump turns into gunfire and attempted murder charge
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By SarahKoligian

Taking stock in student and staff accom-
plishments and time for self-reflection are criti-
cal components to moving an organization
forward and continuing to strive for excellence.
I asked each site and department to take a few
minutes to take stock in their school site or de-
partment’s accomplishments before we head
into summer to rest, relax, and rechargeourbat-
teries for a new school year. Listed below are

some of the accomplishments submitted by our
schools and departments that have been organ-
ized into our District Strategic Plan Goals; In-
struction and Assessment; Communication;
Safety; Facilities; and Finances. This is not an
all-inclusive list but it certainly captures many
of the school and district accomplishments for
the year. Congratulations to all of our sites and
departments foraproductiveyearanda jobwell-
done!

Instruction andAssessment
• Sierra View Elementary

1)API Growth of 13 points to 849
2)SuccessfulDestination Imagination

Team
3) Sierra View - Successful Physical

Fitness Testing Results for all grades
• Webster Elementary

1) HighestAPI score to date – 862
2)CaliforniaBusiness forEducational

Excellence 2009 Honor RollAward
3) Reading Incentive Awards: Over

90 students earned a medal for reading 500
books (Primary)/5000 pages (Intermediate), 26
students earned a gift card to Borders for read-
ing 800 books/8000pages

4) Implementedschool-widePhysical
Fitness Testing

5)Approximately 70 students earned
Perfect Attendance for the entire 2009-2010
school year

6) Received $25,000 Chuckchansi
Grant for new computer lab

• Ranchos Middle School
1)API scores: 803 this year; the first

year to break 800.
2) Increased library book check out

from 102 books last year to 2,147 this year
3)AcademicPentathlon: Secondyear

to sweep both grade levels at the county level.
Winnings recognized by MCOE.

4) Sports: Four 1st place champi-
onships this year:Boys’baseball,Girls’softball,
Boys’ basketball (8th grade), & Boys’ basket-
ball (7th grade)

5) Two outstanding drama produc-
tions:TheSevenSelfishPrincessesandTheAd-
ventures of a Comic BookArtist

6) Scholarship money raised by
Booster’sClub as of January2010despite diffi-
cult economic times

7)RecordnumbersofHonorRoll stu-
dents at each grade level

• Liberty High School
1) API Score reaches 821 – highest

score to date
2)CaliforniaBusiness forEducational

Excellence 2009 Honor RollAward
3) All seniors pass CAHSEE and

maintain minimum 2.0 GPA or higher - 100%
graduation rate

4) Ben Cowger: Full 4-year Athletic
scholarship to Sacramento State University

5) Jared Smith: Full 4-year scholar-
ship to Fresno State Engineering Program

6) Steven Hickman:ACSAAward
7) Samantha Nielson: California Li-

braryAssociation poster contest winner
8) Academic Decathlon places 3rd

overall in Madera County
9) Carolina Warner 1st place in De-

cathlon Essay category
10) Katherine Williams- Top De-

cathlon Senior for LHS
11) Drama had 2 outstanding per-

formances- Helen Keller in the fall and Little
Shop of Horrors musical in spring

12) Band and Choir Concerts in fall
and spring and 2 students performing in the
Honor Choir

13) Presentation of Rigor, Relevance
and Relationship Model at CVELI Conference
at FSU and 9thAnnual Literacy Conference

14) Football: LeagueChampions and

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

2010 – A Celebration of Accomplishments at Golden Valley Unified

Please see GVUSD on P. 20

Liberty High School Graduating Class of 2010. Educational Options Graduating Class of 2010. Ranchos Middle School 7th Grade Academic
Pentathlon Team.

Webster Elementary Destination Imagination
Team.

A Celebration of Golden Valley Accomplishments in Pictures

Mission Statement
The mission of Golden Valley Unified School District is to provide our students

the means to achieve to their highest potential within a caring, secure environment.
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FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

SHOP

Serving
the

Valley for Over

42 Years

6/
10 follow us on

Facebook

19.95$

INCLUDES FREE
19-POINT VEHICLE

INSPECTION!

OIL CHANGE
WITH EVERY

TRANSMISSION
SERVICE

call for appt. • exp. 7/31/10

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Tom Kidwell Assessor 2010 • I.D. No. 1324889

Madera Ranchos
Thank You

Tom Kidwell
Madera County Assessor

6/
10

for your confidence in
me as your Madera
County Assessor. Your
support for me is truly
appreciated.

GVUSD Summer Schedule Updates

Sierra View Superintendent’s Physical Fit-
ness Performance Award Recipients.

During the week of May 24 to May 28,
Sierra View’s 6th grade students performed mul-
tiple puppet shows for all classes and grade lev-
els. The students had to have achieved their
goals in Accelerated Reader to participate in the
show. The puppet stage and the puppet costumes
were created by Sierra View parents. The puppet
heads were created by the 6th grade students. It
was a great way to wrap up the school year!

Webster Leadership students painting poles
with colors to represent the Six Pillars of Char-
acter from the Character Counts Program.

On May 25, Sierra View took 53 students to
Grizzly Stadium for achieving Principal’s Honor
Roll. Itwasabeautiful dayandagreat groupof kids.

Liberty High School and Webster Elemen-
tary School are recognized as California Busi-
ness for Educational Excellence 2009 Honor
Roll Schools

School’s out!
Golden Valley

Last Days
of 2010

TheGoldenValleyUSDBoardofTrustees
will hold their Regular Board Meetings on the
secondand fourthMondayof themonth instead
of Tuesday. This change went into into effect
beginning Monday, June 14. Board Meetings
will continue to be held in the Liberty High
School Theater with open session beginning at
6 p.m. Listed below are the 2010/2011 Regu-
lar BoardMeeting dates through the summer.

June 14 • June 28 • July 12
August 9 •August 23

Summer School started at Liberty High

School for all grades on June 8. Elementary stu-
dents will complete their summer school sched-
uleonJuly1andsecondarystudentswillbedone
onJuly15. TheDistrict staffbegan their four10-
hour-day summer schedule on June 14 and of-
fices will be open to the public Monday –
Thursday7:30a.m.–4:30p.m. Staffwillgoback
to regular hours beginning theweek ofAug. 2.

If you have any questions regarding the
Board Meeting calendar or the school district
summer schedulesplease feel free to contact the
District Office at 645-7500.

By Joy Hurt

This year, with the help of Niranjala
Kottochiki from Cal State Fresno, Madera
County and the blessing of the San Joaquin
Valley Paleontology Foundation (SJVPF), a
unique and very free opportunity presented
itself. Last spring, I contacted the SJVPF to
see if an alliance with Educational Options
(Ed Opts) would be possible. I was aware of
fossils in need of preparation. Since 1994,
these fossils have been stored on shelves,
awaiting discovery of what these orbs of dirt
held. It seemed like the perfect tool to be used
as an incentive program for improvement in
behavior and academics. To participate, stu-

dents are required to have preauthorization
from core teachers and be an Ed Opts stu-
dent. Through this activity, I have learned so
much about my students as we have brushed
away dirt that is over 650,000 years old, re-
vealing treasured bones falling under human
gazes for the first time at Ed Opts. Our stu-
dents have been thrilled to have been en-
trusted to work on this amazing project,
educational dreams have grown from there.

Due to the success of this collabora-
tion, I have written a course outline for a
new class to be offered for the Fall 2010-
2011 school year here at Ed Opts. The
course, entitled B.O.N.E.S. (Biological
Odyssey—Naturally Exploring Science),

B.O.N.E.S. (Biological Odyssey – Naturally Exploring Science) at Ed Opts
will be one in which the students will ex-
plore what life was like in the San Joaquin
Valley during the Ice Age. Along with fos-
sil preparation, the students will be in-
volved in doing research while creating art

and museum displays and writing reports
on the subject. The adoption of this course
for our site is a huge success for us, one that
will bring hours and hours of discovery and
exploration to our little school.



Page 18

Classified
Al t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s -
3 5 y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e -
T a i l o r i n g , r e p a i r s a n d
l e a t h e r s . F a s t s e r v i c e .
N E W A D D R E S S &
P H O N E N U M B E R : 3 6 7 3 3
A v e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d e l s ,
r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s a n d
p a t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 o r
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

F o r R e n t

F o r R e n t - 4 B R / 3 B A H om e
i n M a d e r a L a k e s . $ 1 , 3 0 0 .
C a l l 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 - 0 2 6 7 .

F o r R e n t - 3 / B R 2 / B A
N e w e r c u s t o m h om e o n 2 1 / 4
a c r e s . F a m i l y r o o m , l i v i n g
r o o m , d i n i n g r o o m , i n t e r i o r
l a u n d r y , w i t h 2 - c a r g a r a g e .
$ 1 , 4 0 0 . C a l l 8 2 4 - 1 2 2 3 .

F o r S a l e

For Sale - Buckskin Colts - Reg.
qtr. Call for info. 645-5290 or 304-
5073.

For Sale -1 Queen PILLOWTOP
Mattress/Box, Never Used - In plas-
tic. Cost $700. Sacrifice $245. Call
230-0248.

For Sale - All New King PILLOW-
TOP Mattress/Box, In Pkg., Cost
$900. Sacrifice $350. Call 275-8813.

For Sale - BDRM SET Solid Cher-
rywood Sleigh Bed, Nightstand,
Dresser, Chest, Armoire, dovetail
drawers, Never used, In crates. Cost
$8K, Sacrifice $2,375. Can split up.
Call 438-0248.

For Sale - POOL TABLE Genuine
1"Slate Top, professional model,
solid wood rails, tournament
bumpers, leather pockets w/acces-
sories. Never Used. Cost $4K, Sacri-
fice $1,150. Can arrange moving.
Call 277-2511.

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

T h e G u t t e r D o c t o r s p e c i a l i z -
i n g i n b o t h c o n t i n u o u s a n d
s t a n d a r d r a i n g u t t e r s . G e n e r a l
C o n t r a c t o r - R e p a i r M a i n t e -
n a n c e . 2 9 y e a r s w o r k i n g i n
t h e a r e a . Ca l l 5 5 9 - 8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

Hou s e c l e an i ng S e r v i c e s

H o u s e c l e a n i n g S e r v i c e s -
R a n c h o s A r e a . R e l i a b l e , r e f -
e r e n c e s , r e a s o n a b l e r a t e s .
J o b i n c l u d e s : A l l h o u s e d u -
t i e s e x c e p t w i n d o w s . C a l l f o r
r a t e s o r h a v e q u e s t i o n s ? 5 5 9 -
7 7 6 - 6 7 9 0 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0 y e a r s
o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d a n d
i n s u r e d . F r a n k K r am e r E x -
t e r i o r s . L i c . # 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l
6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

T r a c t o r S e r v i c e s

Tr a c t o r w o r k , d i s c i n g , r o -
t o t i l l i n g , w e e d c u t t i n g . B o b -
c a t w o r k , d r i l l i n g p o s t h o l e s ,
t r e e s , t r e n c h i n g a n d c l e a n u p s .
Ca l l N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 -
8 2 11 .

T r a c t o r w o r k , h o u s e p a d s ,
l o t l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s ,
t r e n c h i n g , c o n c r e t e w o r k
a n d u n d e r g r o u n d u t i l i t i e s i n -
s t a l l e d . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6
o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

Window Cleaning Services

Window c l e an ing spe c i a l . Mos t
w i n d ow s $ 5 i n s i d e / o u t . S c r e e n ,
t r a c k a n d s i l l s i n c l u d e d . H a r d
wa t e r s t a i n a n d cobweb r emova l
a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y i n su r ed . Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estim a t e s .
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

TO ADVERT ISE
CALL 645-0634

2004 Prowler Regal AX6 5th Wheel2004 Prowler Regal AX6 5th Wheel

for more info call Tina at 645-4948for more info call Tina at 645-4948

paid $69,000
asking $35,000!
paid $69,000
asking $35,000!

For SaleFor Sale
• 36.5 feet long with four slide outs • Upstairs living

room with fireplace • Surround sound stereo • Both sofas
make into beds plus queen side bed • Hardwood flooring

and carpeting throughout • A/C and solar

6/10

for more info call Tina
at 645-4948
for more info call Tina
at 645-4948

For SaleFor Sale
• New left-side brakes

• New drive pulley and belts
• New axle • New cover

• Carburetor needs adjustment

6/10

1989 Kawasaki Mule 10001989 Kawasaki Mule 1000
only$1,500

6/
10

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 6/10

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

DRE#: 01323109

Realtor®

6/10

6/
10

LIZ KUCHINSKI
Letting My Experience Work for You

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

Liz’s knowledge and understanding of her local community
make her uniquely qualified to enable her clients to own a piece
of the “American Dream.”

Certi�iedResidentialSpecialist
• Repeat and referral based business • Friendly, fun and a positive attitude
• Century 21 Centurion status eight years • MLS Committee Member
FresnoAssociation of Realtors • Ranchos resident for 25 years

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@lizkuchinski.com • www.lizsellinghomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

6/10

Eileen Tiso, owner of The Real Estate Network, has made a pledge to donate
5% of net proceeds from each home/lot sold in the Golden Valley School District.

Please let your family, friends and community know that if they list or buy
real estate from The Real Estate Network, owner Eileen Tiso will donate to
Sierra View, Webster, Ranchos Middle School and Liberty High School.

Donations will be made for the following programs: Reading labs,
music programs, field trips and supplies for students.

Call The Real Estate Network at 645-1102 or
Eileen (Burgess) Tiso at 706-0301.

Our Schools Need Financial Help

6/
10

6/10

www.The Ranchos.com
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Div. 5 Runner Up
15) Girls’Tennis: JamieMathews N.

Sequoia League Singles Champion
16) Wrestling: League Champions –

Austin Baughman, Karl Reichmuth
17)Girls’Soccer:UndefeatedLeague

Champions, Div. 5 Section Champions
18) Boys’ Tennis: League Champs

andDiv. 5 Runner Up
19) Girls’ Softball: Undefeated

LeagueChamps - Div. 5 Section Champions
• Educational Options

1)MirandaHarr received two schol-
arships one from CSEA (1st time for an Ed
Opts student) and the other from the Madera
County School BoardsAssociation

2) New Course Approvals for the
“Bones” and “CreativeWriting” classes

• Special Education
1)Workability - Liberty students are

working in businesses in the Ranchos, Fresno,
and Clovis

2) 11 staff members participated in
the Polar Plunge at Millerton Lake on Feb 29,
2010 to benefit Special Olympics

• Educational Services
1) Implemented District-wide Phys-

ical Fitness Testing (Handbook, Inservice,
Baseline Goals)

2) Implemented Extended Day En-
richment Program (Handbook, Inservice)

3) ELA Curriculum Matrix Revi-
sions

4) Implemented Middle School
Benchmarks

5)CAISCategorical ProgramMon-
itoring - conversion to electronic review
process

6)CentralValley’sRegionVII Liter-
acy Conference and CVELI Conference -
Presentation on Rigor and Relevance/Cross
Curricular Project

7) Course approval of Virtual Enter-
prise ROP

• Technology Services

1) Phone System upgrade was suc-
cessful

2) Ranchos Middle School opening
with all the high tech items

3)HighSpeedConnection toMCOE
was established

Communication
• Sierra View

1) Earned their 2nd Bonner Charac-
terAward

2) Teacher, Crissy McElhaney –
GVUSD Elementary Teacher of the Year for
2010

3) Principal, Scott Tefft – GVUSD
andMCOEAdministrator of theYear for 2009
and2010ACSAElementaryPrincipalHonoree

• RanchosMiddle School
1) Well attended annual Community

Breakfast for parents and community
2) Successful summer home visits to

incoming 7th grade students
3)Annualcollegetrips forbothgrades;

students visitedCSUF,FPU,CalPoly,UOP, and
CSUMonterey.

4) CJSFMarian HuhnAward winner
AndreaHammond

5) Outstanding leadership group pro-
viding successful events including dances, as-
semblies, rallies, and other activities

• LibertyHighSchool
1) Promon theBay
2) Military Memorial created by Mr.

Panian’sCadetCorp class
3) SuzieDunnGVUSDClassified In-

structional Employee of the year
4)KuljeetMannGVUSDAdministra-

tor of the year
• EducationalOptions

1) Joy Hurt, GVUSD Secondary
Teacher of theYear

• EdServices
1)WebfeedbackSurveyrevision–dis-

tributed to staff, parents, students
2)AdministratorofSpecialEducation,

KristiFisher,2010ACSASpecialEducationAd-
ministratorHonoree

Safety
• LibertyHigh School

1) Every 15minutes- first production
is a huge success!

2)CHPcollaborateswithLHSfor the
DistractedDriving project

• Webster&Sierra ViewElementary
1) Implemented Second Step Anti-

bullyingcurriculum-Studentswereactively in-
volved, enjoyed it, andmademany appropriate
changes

2) Successful RedRibbonWeek
• Health Services

1)Development of pandemic fluplan
(with the assistance ofAndyAlvarado)

2) Implementation of the FoodAller-
gies/Special DietaryNeeds Policy

3) Implementation of a Asthma care
plan

4)Assisted theMaderaCountyPublic
Health Department with the administration of
theH1N1 vaccine to our students

• Food Services
1) 55,994 breakfast meals and

137,965 lunches were served to students, with
a smile and service that every child deserves

2) Each and every meal meets the
National School breakfast and lunch program
nutritional requirements.

3) Started abusiness partnershipwith
a local company to bring fresh valley grown
produce to use inmeal preparation

• Transportation Services
1)Maximizedthecapacityofourbuses

to reduce home to school transportation costs
2) In January, the Transportation de-

partmentmodified the districts bus routes in ef-
forts to become evenmore efficient

3)Community buy-in played amajor
role by understanding the districts need to re-
duce costs

4) Bus Driver Mary Lou Castro –
GVUSD Classified Operational Employee of
theYear

• Ed Services
1) Distribution and Completion of

Healthy Kids Survey

2) Received TUPE (Tobacco Use
Prevention Education) Grant Award $15,000
and implementation

Facilities
• RanchosMiddle School

1) Successful opening ofRMSat the
new school site, Cornerstone celebration pre-
sented by the Masons and unveiling of the
bronzeMustang donated by Igal Treibatch

• Business/Facilities/Mainte-
nance/Operations

1) Opened New Ranchos Middle
School

2) New HVAC Unit on multi-pur-
pose bldg at Sierra View

3) Broke Ground on New Science
Bldg at LHS

4) Began Phase II of Athletic Sta-
diumCompletion

5) Installed new fence alongAve 12
½ for student safety

6)Expandedplayfields to include the
Ponding Basin

7) Switched toDirectAccess for En-
ergy Procurement Savings

8) InstalledNewHVACUnit at LHS
9) CreatedActivity Room at Educa-

tional Options Site
10)Moved Ed Ops to Interim site.
11) Maintenance Dept. completed

over 1,177 work requests in the past 3 school
years

12) Replaced leaking water pipes,
Webster MPR.

13) Installedwatermeters towell site
at Liberty and Sierra View (state mandated)

14) Completed additional electrical
circuits for newcomputer lab atWebster Elem.

Finances
• Business Office/Human Resources

1) Balanced budget during financial
crisis and kept the district financially solvent

2) Had multiple stakeholder meet-
ings to disseminate budget information to staff,
parents and community.

GVUSD cont. from P. 16
Page 20



DEFENSIVE FIREARMS
TRAINING, INC.

Making people safe every day
For the novice or expert

call 292-5805 or 217-1124
DEFENSIVE FIREARMS TRAINING, INC. • 2598 N. MIAMI AVE. • FRESNO • 93727 6/

10

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

6/10

Astrange thing appears to be happening to
the 20-something, MTV, born-in-the-eighties
generation;mygeneration.Weseemtobemiss-
ing a crucial component of the social structure:
the parent. Many, if not most of the people my
age that I know, are parents and I havenoticed a
disturbingcommonthreadamongthem: theyall
seem tohave adopted a “handsoff” approach to
rearing their children.

Most parents from my generation that I
come intocontactwith sit their childrendown in
front of the TV rather than read to them.Most
have let their children point and grunt to “com-
municate”ratherthaninteractwiththemandteach
them to speak. Most do not monitor or screen
what their young children watch. And a few,
amazingly enough, seem to think that as long as
thereisanadultbodyunderthesameroofastheir
youngchild, itmakesnodifferencewhether that
adult is awake,coherentorevensober.

Itwouldappear,atleasttothisobserver,that
these20-something,MTVgenerationparentsdo
nothavethefoggiest ideaofwhat it takes toraise
a child.Not that I haveaclueeither, but I at least
know better than to knock back a few tequila
shots while my toddler lies sleeping in the next
roomwithoutasoberadultpresenttocareforhim
if necessary. However, I suppose if common
sense was truly common, we wouldn’t have to
constantly remindpeople touse it.

Itseemsthatparentsintheirtwenties,atleast
as far as I havewitnessed, havenot come to un-
derstandthe idea thatparenting isa24-hour, full-
timecommitment and, unfortunately, there is no
pause button to press when theymiss having a
lifeoftheirown.So,instead,theyopttotaketheir
children with them to adult parties, keep them
lockedup insidebecause theyare toobusyvisit-
ingwithfriendstogooutsideandplaywiththem,
and allow theTV to occupy their child because
they, themselves,aretooengrossedbythetelevi-
sion to peel themselves away long enough to
maybe help shape their child’s intellect and be-
havior. Clearly, successfully getting through the
firstfouryearsofachild’slifewithoutaccidentally
puttingthekidinthedishwasheristantamountto
havingraised thechild.The rest isup to thepub-
lic school system.

An example of this “correspondence par-
enting”(whereyoudon’thavetoshowup,aslong
as you send the toddler a text once in awhile) is
my roommate, the singlemother of a2-year-old
boy.TheotherdayIwalkedthroughthedoorand
foundhersprawledonthecouchwatchingahor-
rormoviewithhertoddleronherlap.Thiswasnot
justanyhorrormovie, itwasoneofthestomach-
churning, vomit-inducing installments of the
“Saw”series. I amnot surewhichwasmoreap-
palling, the fact she seemed blissfully uncon-
cerned thather sonwasengrossed in thatmovie,
or themovie itself.

Nevermissingachancetostirtheproverbial
pot, I asked her why shewas letting her toddler

WhereHave theParentsGone?
Page 21

sonwatch sucha thing, towhich she responded,
“Helikes it.”Oh,well, in thatcase,whatwasmy
problem?Nevermindthefactthatthenextdayhe
was kicking, punching and even choking his
mother while they played together. Gee, where
did he learn that? If there are any scientists out
therelookingforproofofcorrelationbetweenvi-
olententertainmentandaggressivechildren,come
ondowntomyhouse.

Another stunning example of the new par-
entingstyle:Whileatworkrecently, Ioverhearda
co-workertellingastoryofarecentFridayevening
shehadarrangedwithherhusband.Evidently,her
husbandandshereallywantedtogoouttothebar,
butcouldn’tfindababysitter.Sotheyputtheirheads
together and came up with this gem of an idea.
Since the barwas right across the street, they fig-
ured, they could both walk there and back, thus
eliminatingtheneedtodrinkanddrive.Well,there
isarelief.Sincetheycouldn’tleavetheiryoungchil-
drenathomealone, theydecidedshewouldwalk
to the bar, spend a few hours, have a few drinks,
thenwalkhome,providing thealcoholdidn’t im-
pairhersenseofdirectionlandinghersomewhere
inTexaswith a newhusband and pet goat.Once
shereturnedhome,herhusbandwould thenwalk
tothebar,thuscompletingthecycle.Brilliant!One
problem…ifbothofyouarebothdrunk,who is
takingcareofyourthreechildren?Whichisexactly
whatIaskedher,andherresponse?Eithersheorher
husbandwerealwayshome,thekidsweren’talone.
Home, sure, but certainly not fully functioning.
Heaven forbid either of themwould have had to
defend their home, rush a child to the hospital or
dial9-1-1,whichcouldhaveproveddifficultifthey
werebothseeingdouble.Buthey,theywerephys-
ically there,andthere isnoreasontheir lifeshould
beputonholdjustbecausetheycouldn’tfindare-
sponsiblesitterfor theirchildren,right?

It is interesting to me how many parents
seem to leave somanydecisions up to the child.
Themindset seems to be that there is noneed to
teach your children because that’swhywe have
school. There is no reason to read to your chil-
dren, that’s what the television is for and all the
goodbooksaremadeintomoviesanyway.There
is no reason to discipline your children, it stifles
theirartisticgrowthand the littlechildrenneed to
be individualsandexpress themselves.Goneare
the days of active, involved parenting. Besides,
whohastimetobeaparentwhenthereissomuch
goodrealityTVonrightnow?

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

6/
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Click on “Local News” at

The kids are out of school! That state-
ment can stir relief and panic at the same
time. A break from the school schedule is
great, but what do you do when the in-
evitable “I’m bored!” happens? A little
planning and organizing can go a long
way to creating a summer you can all
enjoy.

For starters, plan a Summer Launch
Event. Serve pizza, plan a fun activity and
sandwich between a few minutes for a
Family Council Meeting.Ask for your kids’
input on summer ideas such as:

• Things to do
• Places to go
• People to see
• Interests/skills to pursue
Just like any other well-managed or-

ganization, a family needs defined expec-
tations and guidelines. Before the meeting,
write out a list for each of the following
items and include consequences and re-
wards where applicable. Share these at your
Family Council Meeting.

• House rules (schedule a “Tat-
tling/Complaining Time” to cut down on
the endless flow)

• Chores (free downloadable chore
charts at www.chorecharts.com)

• Summer Safety
Continue your summer activity re-

search by checking with the library, San
Joaquin River Parkway, zoo, local churches
and other community groups that provide
programs for kids.

Consider networking ideas. Plan a
“Swapping Party” and invite your kids’
friends to bring a few toys or video games
they’d like to swap. Moms and dads can
join in the fun and swap costume jewelry,
clothes, tools, etc.

Based on your skills and interests, take
turns with other parents offering kids’
classes. You might teach a class on baking
and another parent might teach gardening,
golfing or some type of craft.

When my kids were young we liked to
plan summer field trips. Together with other
parents and kids, we toured a fire station,
pizza parlor, saw mill and took the train to
Superior Dairy in Hanford.

Include a few educational activities

that will stimulate your children’s minds
during their time off.

• Practice writing skills by writing let-
ters or emails to grandparents, cousins or
friends.

• Give your child a list of 20 things to
find in the newspaper. See how long it takes
them.

• Have a “Kids in the Kitchen” night.
Kids can be responsible for finding recipes
(www.allrecipes.com), creating a grocery
list and adult-supervised cooking.

• Read a book aloud together as a fam-
ily.

• Create and send out a summer
newsletter telling what your family is up to.

Finally, create a summer plan that
blends your goals, kids’wishes, budget and
availability. Schedule specific activities and
events on the calendar or else your good in-
tentions may go undone. Make sure to have
some “hang out at home” days as well.

Create a list of boredom busters.
Gather all the supplies needed and store
them in a designated place. Here are a few
ideas:

• Make a Frisbee golf course in your
yard. Draw large numbers on paper plates
and attach them to trees or shrubs to desig-
nate each “hole” they have to hit.

• Set up a bicycle obstacle course on
your driveway or grass.

• Take turns hiding a ticking timer and
see who can find it first.

• Cut a hole in a refrigerator box and
load clean sponges with whipping cream.
Take turns being on the throwing/receiving
end of the “pie” toss.

• Tie a string between two chairs to
make a balloon volleyball court; a safe in-
door game for really hot days.

One last tip: Stay flexible! If some-
thing doesn’t work out like you planned,
move on to plan B or just go with the flow.
The relationships and memories you make
are more valuable than implementing the
plan.

Many of these ideas came from The
Family Manager’s Guide to Summer
Survival by Kathy Peel. For more great
ideas you can purchase a copy at
www.barnesandnoble.com.

Brenda McElroy established Organ-
ized By Choice in 2006. She helps people
discover life beyond clutter and chaos
through hands-on organizational services.
She is a Certified Family Manager Coach,
helping moms who are feeling over-
whelmed. She is a 30-year Ranchos resi-
dent who’s raised her family here. You can
visit her website at www.OrganizedBy
Choice.com or contact her at 559-871-
3314 or email her at info@organizedby
choice.com.

Organizing for Summer Survival

AUG. 21, 2010
FIRE-B-Q DINNER&DANCE
AUCTION • SALSA DIP & CHIP CONTEST

Save this date!

New!

Fire Station 19’s Annual
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call 559-801-7703 formore info

5 p.m.
to

Midnight

516W. Shaw, Suite #105
Fresno, CA 93704

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care.We provide
support, training,and reimbursement to our fos-
ter families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

(559) 222-5437

Foster Parents Needed

www.transitionschildrensservices.org 6/
10

The world’s tastiest fruits and vegeta-
bles are grown in California and in Madera
County. Many of these local farmers will be
bringing fresh fruits and vegetables to the
Madera County Farmers’ Market every
Thursday evening, starting June 17 from 4
p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at Courthouse Park. This is
a certified Farmers’ Market, meaning the
farmers are offering only agriculture prod-
ucts they grow themselves. Consumers are
getting fresh products directly from growers.

The Madera County Farmers’ Market
is an annual event for families featuring
local growers, craft vendors, food vendors,
children’s activities, food demonstrations,
free healthy food recipe giveaways, infor-
mational booths and live entertainment. The
market accepts cash, EBT, WIC vouchers
and senior vouchers for fresh fruits and
vegetable purchases. A variety of “in sea-
son” fruits and vegetables will be sold. Live
entertainment on the first day will feature
the “3 Guys playing the Blues” band and

the First 5 Hands on Health Van. Future live
entertainment will include Parker, Glamour
Tronic, Friday Night Live and Madera
South High School Band.

The Madera County Farmers’ Market
began in 2006 through partnerships of First
5 Madera County and the Madera County
Public Health Department as an effort to in-
crease access to fresh fruits and vegetables
and offer health and nutrition education to
local families.

“Through this event, we hope to sup-
port our local growers and inspire families
to create healthier meals by incorporating
more fruits and vegetables into their daily
lifestyles,” said Chinayera Black-
Hardaman, First 5 Madera County execu-
tive director.

For more information about the
Madera County Farmers’ Market, please
call 559-661-5155 or visit First5Madera’s
website at www.first5madera.net.

Madera Farmers’Market Reopens

An age old scam has surfaced again in
Madera County and again Senior Citizens are
being targeted.

Twowomenrecentlyhavebeenapproached
in Madera and Chowchilla parked outside of a
business. Once they turned on their ignition, a
mansuddenlyappeared informing themtheir car
wassmokingandadvised themtoturn theengine
off. Checking under the car, he tells the victims
their catalytic converters have failed, offers to fix

thembut needs cash to purchase the parts.
Oneof thevictimsdroveawaybut theother

woman believed theman, drove to her bank and
withdrew the money to pay for the part. The
scammer followed her, took the cash, and then
took off.

Neither victim could provide law enforce-
mentwith a description of theman.

Call Madera County Sheriff’s Department
at 675-7770 if this happens to you.

“Smoking” Car Scam Targets Seniors
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church..............................10 a.m.
Worship.....................................10 a.m.
Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.
Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................6:30 - 8 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

6/
10

Our next sale will be held on Saturday,
July 3 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Many of our
members will be there to greet you. There is
still time to plant tomatoes and other vegeta-
bles so plan to attend the sale and check out
what is available. The boutique hasmany fine
novelty articles for you to see. There are also
nice jewelry items available.The bake sale and
Treasure House will have many new items.
Please remember the plant, produce and bou-
tique sections are also available Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
Thursday evenings between 6 and 9 p.m. We
currently have jellies, plenty of lemons, and
freshly harvested beets for sale.

Our center is affiliated with FMAAA
(Fresno/Madera Area Agency on Aging) and
you are invited to come in and check with
Joann about programs which can help you.

Did you know two nurses from the
Madera County Health Department Periodi-
cally come to the center to give FREE check-
ups? The screenings include personal health
history reviews, blood pressure checks and
blood sugar checks. Low-cost blood tests are
available, nutrition and health education is
available and referrals tomedical providers and
community services, if needed, can be made.
Their health screenings of adults, age 50 and
OVER, at the center result ONLY when they
receive your calls. If you are interested in tak-
ing advantage of their services, call Carla or
Melody at 675-7893 to make an appointment.

Our members and friends go out for
breakfast, lunch or dinner at different places
each month to celebrate birthdays and an-
niversaries. On Saturday, June 19, we had
lunch at the Japanese Kitchen in Clovis. On
Saturday, July 17 wewill go to The Golden, a
Chinese restaurant located at 1135N. Fulton in
Fresno. The time has yet to be determined.
Our August luncheon will be held at Black
Bear Diner, 1209 E. Almond Ave., Madera,
and the time is not firm at this time. If you’re
interested in joining us for these or any of our
events, call Joann at 645-4864. All of our
members enjoy eating and having fun so we
urge you to come and join us.

If you are new to the area, lonely or have
just lost a spouse, wewelcome you to come in
to see us.We are here for you andmany of our
members have surely experienced your same
situation so please call us.

Wishing Everyone a Happy 4th Of July

Senior Thought of the Day
“An unkind word can never be forgotten,

so it is best unsaid.”

In the senior years, many need someone
to laugh with so come join our Thursday
evening potlucks with games played after-
ward.There is a lot of fun here and remember,

laughter is good for your body and soul and
being happy does not mean everything is per-
fect, it means you have decided to see beyond
the imperfections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program

Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m. Sug-
gested price for 60 years and older is $1.75.
Reservations are needed a day in advance so
remember to call Joann at 645-4864.We have
a growing exercise program being held on
Mondays,Wednesdays andFridays from10:15
to 11:30 a.m.The participants are gettingmore
than just exercise by attending.They have fun,
share laughs and meet new friends. There is
room for you andyoumay attend all three days
or just one or twoof them.After lunchonTues-
days there is an opening for a pinochle player.
If you enjoy playingpinochle yourself or know
of someone else whowould like to fill this va-
cancy, please call Joann at 645-4864.However,
we have started a new craft session on Thurs-
days at 12:30 p.m. Next project will be sweat-
shirts. If you would like to learn to knit or
crochet, here is your opportunity to learnwhile
having fun! Card BINGO meets on Fridays,
noon to 1 p.m.Wehave a large group but there
is always room for one more: You! Fill your
car with your friends or neighbors as they will
enjoy finding new friends here, too. Come in
and check these classes out.

Up and Coming Events
July 3, monthly sale, Saturday, 8 a.m. to

2 p.m.
July 19, Birthday luncheon, 11:30 a.m., The

GoldenChineseRestaurant,1135N.Fulton,Fresno
August 7, monthly sale, Saturday, 8 a.m.

to 2 p.m.
August , Birthday luncheon, Black Bear

Diner, 1209Almond, Madera

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch Program,

11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed, call Joann at
645-4864)

Monday,ExerciseClass,10:15–11:30a.m.
Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –

11:30 a.m.
Thursday, 12:30p.m.Crafts and lots of fun
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand

&Foot, Pinochle or other games (Please bring
your own plate and silverware)

Friday, ExerciseClass, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Friday, Card BINGO, noon – 1 p.m.

Please feel free to come in and visit our
Senior Center and get acquainted with our
members. We welcome you to come and be
one of us as our organization offers and pro-
motes social, educational and civic activities
in order to provide a better quality of life for all
senior citizens. You have received an invita-
tion. Hope to see you soon?

SENIORS cont. from P. 13
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VELVET TOUCH
CARWASH
& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-645-1132
559-442-0961

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

667744--77777700
HARDPAN DRILLING

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811--55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

wwwwww..rrllaaccyyiinntteerrlloocckkppaavveerrss..ccoomm

LLiicc..  ##330066551111

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

We’ve Got YOU Covered
BUSINESS • AUTO

HOME • FARM
HEALTH

BUSINESS • AUTO
HOME • FARM

HEALTH

Tony
Garcia   
call

645-1792
341-2002
431-3072
Lic. #OG11001

tony@valleyagins.com
Valley Ag Insurance

h

c

w

LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR
“We cover 

your
problems!”

674-2320
Gerald Scheffing

Painting

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

B.E.A.R. #74561

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

VVaalllleeyy  GGrreeeenn
HHyyddrroosseeeeddiinngg

limos & party buses
passenger
seating
from
2-45 

citylimorides.com

221177--99114499

City Limousine
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Aplan you've kept on hold for a long time finally could be greenlighted.
But in typicalAries form, you'll need to be sure that everything is in place before you hit the "start" button.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Others might urge you to act more quickly on your ideas. But
you'd be wise to follow your Bovine instincts and get more facts to bolster your position when you
finally present it.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You might be tempted to accept the well-meaning offer of a friend
to act as an intermediary in a dispute. But you know best what it's about, and you can handle the
challenge. Good luck.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Entertainment can play an important role this week. Enjoy some well-
earned diversion with people you care about. Something especially wonderful might come from this
well-spent time.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)Catnaps and playtime are in order for Leos and Leonas who need to take some
time off from their hectic schedules to restore their energies and rebuild their mental muscles. Have fun.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Virgos will need to keep an open mind this week about
choices that seem improbable. A closer study might well reveal possibilities that might have been
overlooked. Stay with it.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A disappointing outcome of a well-intentioned effort
should be seen as a lesson in how to do it right the next time. Note all your changes and have your new
plan set up by week's end.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Travel plans might need readjusting because of
changes in the costs previously agreed to. Deal with the problem as quickly as possible to minimize
any delays that might result.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your honest approach to an unsettling
experience draws admiration from others. Use their positive feedback to build support
for your program to introduce needed changes.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Travel is strong in your aspect this week, and so is
nostalgia! You might want to consider planning a trip to a place that holds some very special meaning
for you. Bon voyage.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Ajob-related situation could provide an opportunity you
hadn't considered before. Look it over carefully and see where and how you can tailor it to fit your needs.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Showing strength as well as sympathy helps you deal with a
difficult personal matter. It also helps you set an example for others when it's their turn to get involved in
the situation.

(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have a way of making people feel comfortable without
losing one whit of your own dignity in the process.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk
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FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

645-0502
681-7112
tljohns@bu.edu

or

Professional Music
Educator & Musician

Tim Johnson
BA, MA,    DMA-pending

• Private Instruction on:  
Violin • Fiddle 

Guitar • Mandolin
• Classical to Country
• Intermediate to Advanced 

www.sierracowboyriders.com

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634

unlic.

“Stick with
the Best!”
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1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: In
currency, what is a watermark, and
why is it used?
2. TELEVISION: What TV show featured
the neighbors named Lenny and
Squiggy?
3. GEOGRAPHY: Which of the Great
Lakes is located entirely within the
United States?
4. MOVIES: What book is the movie
"Clueless" loosely based upon?
5. MEASUREMENTS:What measurement
is used to determine the height of a horse?
6. SCIENCE: What instrument is used to
measure atmospheric pressure?
7. MATH: What are congruent angles?
8. TRADITIONS: Traditional Chinese
brides might wear which color of dress on
their wedding days?
9. MUSIC: Which Christmas carol
features the phrase "the weary world
rejoices"?
10. MEDICALTERMS:What's a common
name for deglutition?

1.Adistinguishingmarkonpapermoney
topreventcounterfeit

2."Laverne&Shirley"
3.LakeMichigan
4."Emma,"byJaneAusten
5.Hands(onehandequals4inches)
6.Barometer
7.Anglesthathavethesamemeasure
indegrees

8.Red,forgoodluck
9."OHolyNight"
10.Swallowing

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps
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559-363-9095
ranchos.community@gmail.com

Now it’s time to get to work
Now that South East Madera County United (SEMCU) has been formed in the Madera Ranchos to help with the pressing

concerns of water issues in the Ranchos, and with an eye to the future to help resolve issues of transportation, noise,
energy and other services provided by the County and other public agencies, we are still looking for willing hands and
minds to help.

If the Ranchos is your home and you are concerned about its future, this is the organization for you. Call the
number below or send an email for more information and discover just how badly you are needed.

SEMCU exists to advocate for, and act on behalf of, SEMCU members and the region by working with private granting agents
and other parties to attain the above−stated purposes and to provide other services beneficial to SEMCU members and the region.

If we don’t get together, outside forces will take it into their own hands. Guaranteed.
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