
By Randy Bailey

The voters of Madera County have spoken and
when all the counting was done Tuesday, June 6,
incumbents won and measures passed handily.

Frank Bigelow, the incumbent
Supervisor for District 1 beat opponents
Hal Grant and Santos Medrano handily,
garnering 52 percent of the vote and elim-
inating the possibility of a run-off election
in November.

The surprise in District 1 was how poor-
ly Medrano performed. Backed by some
big guns and some strong unions, he only
was able to get 585 total votes for 14 per-
cent. Local boy Hal Grant finished with a
respectable 1,460 votes for 34 percent of
the total and a strong second place. The
obvious question is where the votes would
have gone if it had only been a two-horse
race, however even if all of Medranos’
votes went to Grant, the total would still
only be 48 percent and Bigelow would still
be Supervisor.

Measure “S” , the $70 million school
bond measure for Golden Valley Unified
passed by 57 percent to 43  percent. The
key here was that it had to have 55 percent
or more to pass, so it just made it, but made
it none the less. What I find amazing is the

power of one vote. If you don’t think your vote
counts, look at Measure “S”. There are over 13,000
people living in the Ranchos and a measure that will
impact everyone’s tax bill was decided by 1,193 peo-
ple. Democracy!
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From the Ranchos to Iraq:
fighting terrorism one bomb at a time

Ranchos resident Sandy Ramey sent in this picture of her son,
Nick,  posing next to a weapons cache recovered on a raid by his unit
in Iraq.  Sandy didn’t have any further information on the nature or
outcome of the operatrion, but she did have a thought. “As you can
see, Iraq is still a very dangerous place for the U.S. military.”

Amen.

Teddy to the Rescue!
Local dog saves family of three from certain death
By Randy Bailey

As election night wound
down on Tuesday, June 6,
most of the Ranchos was lost
in a mix of preparing for bed,
catching some late election
returns on the evening news
or nodding off in front of the
TV. But in the 12000 block of
North Road 37, a life and
death drama was beginning to
play itself out right around
9:20 p.m.

Mary Ann Rykema-
Williams, 65, was tired and
had just put her pajamas on as
she prepared for bed.
Husband Jack Williams, 69,
had fallen asleep in front of
the TV and Dan, their border,
was asleep in his room. It was
a scene that had played out
exactly like this countless
times before.

In the backyard, a large
Golden Retriever named
Teddy was a little spooked.
Teddy had two interesting

idiosyncrasies: One, he never
went in the house. Even on
cold nights, the family would
have to force him to come in
out of the cold to warm up.
He was an outside dog and
had no muse for the inside of
a house. His second idiosyn-
crasy was he didn’t like fire-
works. Every Fourth of July
for all 9 of his years, Teddy
dreaded the incessant pop-
ping and hissing and would
whine and look for a place to
hide.

On Tuesday night, Mary
Ann had thought she had
heard fireworks earlier. “It
was a faint popping, like kids
a few blocks away were light-
ing some off,” she remem-
bered. But what she was actu-
ally hearing was an electrical
short progressively getting
worse somewhere in the area
of the laundry room between
the kitchen and the garage.
“Earlier in the day the lights
were flickering and I never

got around to changing the
bulb.” The fire investigators
that talked to Mary Ann after
the fire said that flickering
lights is often a sign of a
potential fire problem.

As Mary Ann prepared to
lay down in bed, Teddy
became excitable. “He tried
to come through my bedroom
window!” Mary Ann said.
She tried to calm him down

Please see   FIRE   Page 11

Mary Ann Rykema-Williams sits among the rubble that was
her house and feels that she owes her life to Teddy, the family
dog, who first discovered the fire and wouldn’t stop barking
until everyone was awake and out of the house.

The window Teddy was trying to
get through.

Bigelow, Measure “S” Glide to Victory in Ranchos

The winner! Frank Bigelow takes the reigns for another
four years in District 1 with 52 percent of the vote.
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What is going on out here? In the last few
weeks there have been three different sets of
cast iron patio furniture stolen from different
homes in the Ranchos. Broad daylight kind
of stuff. HEAVY furniture being picked up,
loaded up and taken away and no one has a
clue who’s doing it. Local realtor Eileen Tiso
had a three-piece brown filagree wrought
iron table and chairs stolen from right out in
front of her office window at The Real Estate
Network at 36946 Ave. 12 Ste. B. She’s plen-
ty angry and has decided to up the ante on
this sub-humanoid behavior by offering a
$300 reward for the identification of the thief (or thieves) that obviously don’t
have ANY respect for the property of other people. She doesn’t even care if she

gets her property back, she just wants to put
an end to it by this criminal by banking on
the fact that there’s probably no honor among
thieves. If you have any info, Eileen’s got
$300 waiting for you at 706-0301.

While walking her dogs on May 23,
Ranchos resident Marlene Frank found a
pair of prescription glasses near the fire sta-
tion on Avenue 11. Marlene says they appear
to be men’s glasses and are also bifocals.
The only identifying mark on them was a
case that says they came from Kaiser
Permanente. She’s real eager to get them

back to their rightful owner so if you’ve been walking around squinting lately
because you lost your glasses in that area, give her a call at 438-7107. Being
someone who wears glasses, I don’t know
how they could have gone THIS long with-
out them.

A quick congratulations to those who won
during the recent election, but more impor-
tantly, a big “thank you” to the voters of
Madera County. In an election where
statewide only 28 percent of the voters
turned out, Madera County had over 45 per-
cent show up and cast votes. The squeaky
wheels do get the grease.

Keep squeaking!

• Walk-ins Welcomed
• Men, Women and Children

• Locally Owned and Operated
• Hair Coloring • Highlighting

• Haircuts

Gus & Co.
Salon

645-0197
37221 Ave. 12

Madera Ranchos

Located in the
Maywood Shopping

Center 6/06

Michelle Potter
massage therapist

Amanda Hillis
permanent makeup

Mercy Delpino
manicurist

welcomes our new staff

By Randy Bailey

Man am I glad that election is over.
There were aspects of it that made me
proud to be an American involved in the
process that is the cornerstone of our type
of Government; and yet there were other
aspects that really left a sour taste in my
mouth.

On the good side, our voter turnout was
awesome. I’ve written here before about
how the bigger counties effectively negate
our votes by the sheer volume of voters
they can mobilize for a candidate or an
issue, but when they stay home (as in this
election), then our votes gain in strength.
More importantly, when we present a vot-
ing bloc like that, people in places quietly
stand up and take notice. Candidates start

coming out to see us and special attention
begins to trickle down. The smart candi-
dates figure out pretty quickly that it
makes more sense to woo a voting group
that actually votes than to try and land that
800-pound marlin of a county that might,
or might not, show up on election day.

With that increased attention comes our
obligation; namely to keep our elected
officials’ feet to the fire.

Folks - they work for us!
They are not appointed by the hand of God

Almighty. None of them pulled a sword out
of a stone. None of them sprang from a lotus
with the powers of the lord of the universe.

They work for us!
As such, if there are questions that you

feel (check that - questions that you
KNOW) are not being answered, don’t let
up on them. Make them accountable.
Without exception, every time someone
tells you, “... that just can’t be done,” what
they’re REALLY telling you is that they
haven’t tried all that hard. They’re telling
you it sounds a little too hard and they’d
rather not put the effort in. When Bill
Clinton was elected in 1992 he cam-
paigned on a middle-class tax cut. At his
first State of the Union address, he said
that in the previous 30 days he had tried
harder than he had ever tried in his life to
get us a middle-class tax cut, but there was
just no way to do it. What did we do?
Rather than say, “Well, how about you get
in there and try for thirty ONE days? How
about 45 days? How about you don’t stop
trying until you deliver on your promise?”
instead, we rolled over and got the
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1993 that raised our taxes.

It all ultimately rests on our shoulders.
With this last little election we showed
that we can be a force.

What are you going to do with it?

Republicans
believe
every day is
the Fourth
of July, but
Democrats
believe

every day is
April 15.

The Election’s Over - Now What?
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10% OFF TRUCK RENTALS

645-6630
Local & One Way • Guaranteed Reservations
MCU Auto Rental
37075 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos

with coupon • one discount per rental • expires 7/19/06

AAA DISCOUNT

UP TO 12%

Dear Editor,

It is with warm hearts we, of the Karz
for Kidz committee, say “Thank You.”
Without people like all of you in our com-
munity, we could not have had such a suc-
cessful event.

The Third annual Karz for Kidz Car
Show was a great success! We had 194
beautiful automobiles on the hospital
grounds.

Karz for Kidz was fortunate to have had
the backing of Chukchansi Gold Resort

and Casino, Madera Auto Center, Western
Johns and Patrick’s Music for our sound
system. Also, a BIG thank you to Randy
Bailey and the Ranchos Independent for
all his help and support, along with the
many other businesses and individuals
with their sponsorships. Our raffle and
silent auction were successes; thanks to all
for your generous donations of raffle
prizes. We thank all of you and the kids
thank you also.

We will delivered a check in the amount
of $13,455.91 to Children’s Hospital of

Central California, which, without all
involved, would not be possible. Please
keep us in mind for next year, as our show
will be bigger and better. The date of the
fourth annual Karz for Kidz show is May
19, 2007 and we are looking forward to
working with all of you again.

A great man once said, “There is never a
man so tall as one who stoops to help a
child;" you have done just that.

I thank you, as do the kids in Children’s
Hospital of Central California.

Sincerely,

Bob Munier
Coordinator, Karz for Kidz

Dear Editor:

Ten years ago, Avenue 12 looked like
laundry day on the farm, with possibly
hundreds of signs tacked up on fences and
utility poles. The poles at the corners of
Rd. 36 and Ave. 12, and Highway 41 and
Ave 12, were loaded with dozens of
posters, many of them nailed on top of old
ones. The ground in the vacant lot at 36

and 12 was littered with old signs that had
finally weathered off the pole. This was a
disgraceful trashing of our community,
and constituted a severe risk to any lines-
man who might have to climb a pole the
old fashioned way, because of the forest of
nails driven into the poles.

AMadera County sign ordinance specifically
forbids posting materials on utility poles, among
other things, except for political material at elec-
tion time, which requires a special permit.

Two members of the then Madera Patrol
set out one day and took them all down.
Subsequently, for the next 10 years one
Patrol member removed signs every week,
along with removing graffiti. Citizens may
remember that our Ranchos neighborhood
streets looked pretty clean all that time.
This volunteer was occasionally cursed
and physically threatened, but never was
sued! About a year and a half ago he
stopped removing signs, because of burn-
out and increasing age. Now you will
notice trash collecting on our poles again.
On June 11, there were 73 signs on our
poles between Rd. 35 and Highway 41
along Avenue 12 and nearby cross streets!

Now the plot moves from the general to
the specific. Recently a respected and nor-

FIREWORKS
for the 4th of July

Get your

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

Next to Cat’s Diner  (formerly Fergie’s) 
in the Maywood Center

Come out and support your local library and chamber!

July 1 - 4 • 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
FIREWORKS  STAND

Please see LETTERS Page 8
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To Advertise
Call

645-0634
Hrs: Mon. - Sat. 11-7, Sun. 11-5

559-674-5151
2073 A.W. Cleveland Ave., Madera
( In the Walmart Shopping Center)

www.aomadera.com

A Factory Authorized Clearance Center!
SAVE 20% TO 70% ON NEW APPLIANCES!

No Interest for ONE FULL YEAR on All Appliances
June 15 - June 18

No Interest for ONE FULL YEAR
on All GE Appliances over $449

ALL MONTH LONG!

KITCHENAID
DOUBLE OVEN
w/CONVECTION

REGULAR RETAIL979$ 2,829$

FRIGIDAIRE
BBQ

REGULAR RETAIL769$ 1,209$

FRIGIDAIRE
FREEZERS
STARTING AT

LARGE SELECTION
OF SIZES AND STYLES209$

FREE!10 YEAR WARRANTY*
MAJOR COMPONENTS

APPLIANCES OVER $299

*W
IT

H
T

H
IS

A
D

.
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GE and WHIRLPOOL REFRIGERATORS  18 CU. FT. AS
LOW AS $339. ALSO, 25 CU. FT. GE SIDE-BY-SIDE
WITH ICE AND WATER IN THE DOOR AS LOW AS $829.
LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. ALL APPLIANCES
COME WITH THEIR FULLMANUFACTURER’S WARRANTIES!

TREE FARM
Thousands to Choose From

Great Prices & We Deliver

974-2117
call JOHN FINLEY 35597 AVE 12 1/2

Madera Ranchos
(Corner of AVE 12 1/2 & RD 35 1/2)

CM&N Nursery
6/06

R O N R B

Lic. #855461 • sunshop@all2easy.net
Scott Williams, Owner
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LET THE SUN PAY THEM!
HIGHEST QUALITY • LOWEST PRICES

By Ellen Mester

Now that summer is officially here and
you’ve had a little break from schoolwork
(this is for the kids and their parents who
help them with schoolwork), it’s time to
start reading books for fun! And reward!
June 22 from 1-7 p.m., the Ranchos
Library will host a mini-carnival with
music, food, crafts, games, contests
(bark/meow competition) and storytime.
It’s the kick-off of our Summer Children’s
Reading Program, called Paws, Claws,
Scales and Tales. Kids and teens can sign
up for the summer reading program and
receive a reading log book plus a book bag
filled with goodies and enter the Dragon
Drawing. Each week a lucky reader’s
name will be drawn from the Dragon
Drawing. The winner will receive a prize
package. There will be an opportunity to
enter the Best Pet Photo Contest or the
Best Decorated Pet Dish Contest also.
Every week after the kick-off, we will be
welcoming some of the best children’s
entertainment in the San Joaquin Valley, so
don’t be caught cat-napping and miss all
the fun! Bring your tail to the Ranchos
Library. Take a bite out of boredom and
chew on a good book.

For those of you between the ages of 6
and 14 who enjoy reading and discussing
books about American history, come to the
Ranchos Library on June 27 at 10 a.m. and
become a Ranchos Roundtable Reader.
Readers will choose novels from a selec-
tion of age-appropriate fiction and non-fic-
tion from the time frame of 1740 to 1850,
then every two weeks we’ll share what
we’ve learned and sample some of the
food, art and poetry from that era. Our dis-
cussion will be led by parent volunteers
Julie Hale and Steve Bibler.

If you are a collector of rare, valuable
books, you need to check out a Website
that helps libraries sell books that they are
unable to put in their collections. The web
address is www.librarybooksales.org. Our
Friends of the Ranchos Library has listed
over 30 rare and special books and plan to
list even more. You can browse books
either by library (we’re listed as Madera
Ranchos Branch Library, top of the M list)
or by author. You can also search for a spe-
cific book by typing in the title. It’s a great
way for libraries to list books for sale
nationwide. Of course, we have way too
many books for sale to list on the Website,
so we rely on our regular sales from the
Friends Book Sale room at the library as
well as our Mini and Grand Book Sales
that we have each year. With the increase
in growth of the Golden Valley School
District it is getting more difficult to
schedule the Grand Book Sale behind the
district offices. We are looking for a new
shaded, secure and well-traveled location
that could host our Grand Book Sale for a
2-3 week period twice a year. If anyone in
the community knows of such a location,
please contact us at the library.

Book Recommendations

Adult Fiction Book: Ireland written by
Frank Delaney. This is a wonderful book
that tells the history of Ireland through the
stories of a visiting storyteller. Set in the
1950s in the home of a small town lawyer,
John O’Mara’s son, Ronan, is mesmerized

by a storyteller that is invited into their
home for a few days to
share stories of
Ireland. Several
neighbors drop by
each night to listen
and enjoy the
pleasure of hear-
ing a good story
— everyone
except Ronan’s
mother. She
sends the story-
teller packing when no one is
around to stop her. This leaves Ronan bro-
ken-hearted and determined to find the
storyteller. Several years go by and Ronan
has written and memorized all four stories
he heard from the storyteller. Without his
mother knowing, he covertly follows the
trail of the storyteller yet always missing
him but able to hear the last story left in his
wake and then commits it to his memory.
He too will one day become a storyteller.
And each story tells a tiny spot of Ireland’s
fascinating history. If you have any story-
tellers in your family as I do, you will
appreciate this ancient oral tradition of
sharing family history.

Young Adult Non-fiction: The Rose
That Grew From
Concrete by Tupac
Shakur. It may
seem hard for
some to imagine a
hip-hop rap star
writing beauti-
ful poetry. But
Tupac did! He
wrote honest-
ly and with

such depth about
love, ambition, sad times,

faithfulness and kindness. And sadly too,
is his last poem in which he predicts his
own death. This book is a favorite with
teens because of Tupac’s fame. Once they
read the poetry though, it touches their
hearts. It definitely touched mine.

Juvenile Picture Book: The Tortoise
and the Hare Race Again by Dan
Bernstein and illustrated by Andrew
Glass. Imagine a rematch between the tor-
toise and the hare from the old Aesop
fable only with modern language filled
with hilarious puns. The famous hare that
came in second to a tortoise was constant-
ly razzed by his
peers — such as
Hare E. Plodder,
Jack Rabbit, Pete
R. Rabbit and
General Rabbit
E. Lee.
Meanwhile, the
tortoise was tired of all the
attention he received from winning the
Great Race. He really wanted a normal
life, working at the shell station putting on
the turtle wax. Inevitably a rematch is set
and the hare, determined to keep himself
from napping, ties alarm clocks to his
body so he won’t sleep through the end of
the race. The race is comical with an
unusual surprise ending. It’s fun to read
aloud and show the beautiful illustrations
to any age.

Check out these books and more at the
library and remember your library card
… don’t leave home without it!

559-645-1929 • cell 559-320-7939
6/06

Summer Reading, Summer Fun
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MEASURE “S” PASSES!

THE DREAM CONTINUES
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Golden Valley

Unified School

District

Independence

High School

Valley Teen

Ranch
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PRE-GRAND OPENING
LOCALS SPECIAL

LOCALS SPECIAL  KITTY CASH

Cat�s Diner  37193 Ave. 12 (Fergies)

Before our official Grand Opening in
July, we’d just like to show our appreci-
ation to all of the wonderful people of
the Ranchos who have helped us make

Cat’s Diner a reality. This is our little way of saying, “Thanks!”

NO SUBSTITUTIONS • ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER VISIT • EXP. 7-19-06

BUY ANY OMELETTE AT
THE REGULAR PRICE AND
GET A 2ND OMELETTE (of
equal or lesser value) FOR

1/2 PRICE
66 OMELETTES TO CHOOSE FROM
OFFER GOOD ONLY WITH COUPON

6
/0
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Make an appointment with relief!

call 559-222-FEET   Christy Prater, CNRT

5$ OFF FIRST VISIT
new clients only!

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

(222-3338)

Non-invasive therapeutic massage, treating pain caused by neuropathy, carpal tunnel,

arthritis and plantar fasciitis. Increases circulation and nerve conduction.

6-06

Joe Street
(559) 674-7770

30946 El Dorado Ct.
Madera, CA 93638

Hardpan Drilling
Jo-De Drilling & Tractor Service

By ud ey toc

Hi neighbors,
One of the best parts about being on

the Golden Valley School Board is being
a part of graduations. At all levels it is
great to see the smiles of the students as
they realize that they have completed an
important step in their lives. I watched
the 6 graders both proud and a little
scared to be leaving the elementary
environment and going on to middle
school. They looked so young and little
to me. At the 8th grade promotion I saw
the excitement and again that wonder on
their faces, “Am I ready for High
School?” Then there was the most excit-
ing graduation of all, the Liberty Senior
High graduation. These students have
earned the pride of making it through
four tough years.

Yes, high school is tough at Liberty.
My hat is off to all of those great stu-
dents who made it. As I shake his or her
hand and congratulate each student, I see
the hope of the future walk before me.
So I congratulate each and every Golden
Valley student as they either go on to the
next grade or college or into the work
force. May you never stop learning and
caring for the world you live in. God
Bless each one of you. Thank you for
letting me be a small part of your life.

Victory belongs to all of the communi-
ty members who voted “yes” for the
local Measure “S” Bond. Yes, I am
jumping up and down as I thank you for
your “yes” vote. Now I will see Liberty
High finished and I’ll see a comprehen-
sive middle school in Golden Valley for

the students. Our two elementary
schools will be repaired and upgraded
also. I want to thank the Measure “S”
Bond committee for all of their hard
work and the quick pickup of all of the
Measure “S” signs the day after the vote.
A big thank you goes to our fearless
leader, Chairman Ron Osborn. Golden
Valley is growing fast and in the right
direction. Thank you for continuing the
dream!

Regular school is over and summer
school is well on the way. All students
who failed a class and need to make up a
grade are already working. Summer
school is a 4-day week with Friday off. It
started on June 6 and will end July 13.
The other summer program Golden Valley
offers is called the Summer Elementary
Enrichment Activities program. There are
80 elementary students enrolled in the
enrichment program. Four Liberty High
student volunteers and four teachers will
be working with the students. This 4-hour
a-day, fee-based, 6-week program offers
music, art, drama and PE classes. This
program includes three field trips and a
tee shirt. It started June 6 and will end
July 13.

As one regular school year ends, your
district office and school board are gearing
up for the 2006-2007 school year. Some
teachers are leaving Golden Valley and
others are already being hired to take their
place. The budget for last year finishes up
on June 30. The school year budget for the
2006-2007 is already being put together.
There are always assumptions in any
budget that depend on both the state and

School Year Ends as Another Begins

Please see STOCK Page 11
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Puzzle Answers

• grading • holes (9” - 24” dia.)
• trenching (6” wide up to 4’ deep)

wanna move
some dirt?

718-8536
DIG DUG TRACTOR SERVICE • RANCHOS RESIDENT6/06

15% OFF
All pool toys, parts

and chemicals

with coupon

VINYL LINER POOLS
& SUPPLIES

36754 Ave. 12
645-5158 or 276-2669

Tuesday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. • Closed Monday

• All in-stock 36’X12’ UD replacement liners on
sale for $200 (while supply lasts).

• In-stock 18’ round, including pump and filter,
for $2,700 (one only).

prices good through July 8, 2006 Dealership

Certified We will match any other
certified Doughboy Dealer’s
Pr ices wi th a wr i t ten
estimate.

It’s a 4th of July
BLOW OUT sale!

6
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Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance

• Weekly &
monthly service

• Weed control
6/06

i ley and Bo unie le t esent a c ec on e al o Ka o Kid o
to e y unla o t e ild en s os ital o ent al ali o nia oundation

Children’s Hospital Big Winner as
Karz for Kidz Puts Pedal to Metal

By Randy Bailey

The Third annual Karz for Kidz Car
Show was held May 20, 2006 on the
grounds of Children’s Hospital, Central
California and raised over $13,000 for the
children at the hospital.

“What a great success!” said organizer
Bob Munier. “We will deliver a check in
the amount of $13,455.91 to Children’s
Hospital of Central California, which,
without all involved, would not be possi-
ble.”

The event drew over 190 automobiles
from all vintages as large crowds of car
enthusiasts gathered and milled about
throughout the day. The event was possi-
ble through the combined help of

Chukchansi Gold Resort and Casino,
Madera Auto Center, Western Johns,
Patrick’s Music and the Ranchos
Independent, along with other businesses
and individual sponsorships.

Primary fundraisers for the event
were a raffle and silent auction where
donated items raised big bucks for the
hospital.

Now in its third year, the 4th Annual
Karz for Kids Car Show is already in the
works for next year. “Keep us in mind for
next year,” said Munier, who promises a
bigger and better show in 2007. “The date
of the fourth annual Karz for Kidz show
is May 19, 2007.”

o o e ictu es o t e estivities
lease tu n to a e
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645-133PASTOR
KEN COOKSEY

SUNDAY 10 a.m.
WED 6 p.m.

li erty ors i center net

Liberty Worship Center is a Full Gospel Christian Church, in fel-
lowship with World Harvest Church, Breakthrough Ministries,
Rod Parsley. WHCMF member

37275 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
L ERT WORS CENTER

God is exchanging your
broken and torn heart for a
new soft, beautiful, tender
heart.

Come experience this new
life with Christ Jesus, as His
powerful Holy Spirit is still
changing lives today.

“Old Hearts for New”

6/06

YAMAHA

YAMAHA

99
99

We service most makes and models at

onda Su u i Ka asa i KT
Our e erienced service tec s ill et it ri t

and et you ridin a ain

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc.

HUGE DIRT SALES THIS MONTH

645-4545
Highway 99 and Avenue 12
Your Dedicated Yamaha Dealership

The Fun Place To Shop! 6 06
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CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

6/06

mally well-balanced citizen of our com-
munity, hereafter known as Citizen 1,
nailed 15 or 20 letter-sized paper ads on
our poles, advertising “trees for sale.” He
has taken furious, and I would say extrav-
agant, offense at another reasonable citi-
zen, hereafter known as Citizen 2, for
removing some of his paper signs. Indeed
he threatens to sue Citizen 2 for a possible
total of over $4,000 if #2 does not pay him
over $800 for damage to “personal prop-
erty” (several sheets of typing paper print-
ed in black). He cites heavy losses for his
business, and presumably, unbearable
pain and suffering.

Personally, I think #1 has lost his marbles
somewhere along the line.

Meanwhile, our main street is about to
become as trashy as it was 10 years ago, with
people tacking up signs and leaving them to
slowly weather away.

People of the Ranchos, what do you think
about this?

An additional comment on my part: It is a
grave violation of managerial policy for
governments, commercial enterprises,
schools, or families, to post or try to main-
tain rules which they have either not the
resources or the will to enforce. Such behav-
ior undermines respect for the system that
allows it. The county should either enforce
this ordnance or take it off the books.

Respectfully submitted,

Fred Mathes

at es also sent a co y o t is lette
to u e viso an Bi elo e i
o n nde son e Ranc os Ki anis
lu and t e Ranc os enio s

LETTERS Continued from Page 3

The Ranchos Independent elco es
you lette s W et e you e a an o

so eone loo in o so et in
to line t e i dca e e ant

to ea o you

Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93638

or
FAX 645-4002

or
ranchosnews@theranchos.com

e asto s es
A Great Exchange
By Ken oo sey

Most of us are much too young to
remember, but there was a time
when someone would stand at an
appointed place and yell out
“HEAR YE, HEAR YE, HEAR YE,”
then, in a loud voice, begin to speak
out whatever the news was that the
people needed to hear. This particu-
lar person was called the “town
crier.” Everyone knew that when
they heard the town crier crying
out, they needed to lend an ear to
whatever he had to say because it
was sure to be pertinent to their
very lives. It could even be a matter
of life and death.

As in days gone by, some heed the
words of the one crying the news
and some don’t – and some simply
(for whatever reason) still have not
yet heard the words of the crier. As
much as the crier would yell out,
and with everything that was within
him, some just couldn’t hear, or
wouldn’t hear his voice and the
words he spoke.

There was such a time when this
“town crier” cried out as loud as he
possibly could that there was a
“Great Exchange” taking place. The
crier cried out, “The King has pro-
claimed a promise to anyone who
will hear. The King will exchange
all your debts for a declaration of
pardon with his insignia on it that
would be a sign to anyone who
would try to collect, that all had
been forgiven and that they would
have to go through the King to try
and collect.”

As you could imagine, this creat-
ed quite a stir in the community.
Some didn’t hesitate for a moment
and went as fast as they could to the
King to receive this wonderful gift,
while others couldn’t believe it
could be true. So, while some
exchanged all they owed for a free
pardon from the King, some contin-
ued paying the debts they owed.
Those who were redeemed by the
King went and told their friends
about this Great Exchange and that
it was true, the King really would
take what you owed and cancel
them all with his insignia. As much
as they tried to convince the friends
they loved to make the same
exchange they had made, their
friends neglected to take the King at
his word because it just seemed to
be unbelievable. “I mean after all,”
they reasoned, “no one had ever
made such a promise before – and it
doesn’t even make sense that a King
would do something like that for
someone like me. Why would he do
this incredible thing for me? I have
never even met this King.”

As ordered by the King, the town
crier continued crying out every day
with this same message; some heard
the words of the King and acted on
them, while others ignored his gener-
ous offer. Some were saved from
their burden of their debts, while
other lived their lives with their bur-
dens forever weighing them down.

For some the thought of getting
something for nothing was too much
to believe. “I can’t believe it could be
that easy,” they would say. So they
would turn down this redemption in
exchange for a life filled with pain
and heartache. The words kept
repeating over and over again and

Please see PASTOR Page 21
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TEETH
WHITENING

$130
OFF

Regularly $399.
Only $269 with this coupon.
Limited time only. One coupon per

customer. Expires 7/31/06

CHILD’S
COMPLETE

DENTAL EXAM

$120
Includes:

• X-Rays and exam
• Simple cleaning

• Fluoride treatment
• Orthodontic evaluation

New patients only. Children 16
years old and under.

Limited time only. One coupon per
customer. Expires 7/31/06
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Kool Rides at 3rd Annual Karz for Kidz Car Show at Children’s Hospital

A string of 55-57 Chevys with the Children’s Hospital as a
backdrop set the tone for the day at the Karz for Kidz show.

Not to be outdone, the early Ford hot rods lined up amid a
chorus of “ooohs” and “aaahs.”

Trucks were on hand as well to truly provide a little bit of
something for everybody at the show.

I’m still not sure if Sponge Bob was meant to be a hood
ornament or if he just didn’t get out of the way in time.

Sitting in the middle of a herd of Mustangs, families were
everywhere at the Karz for Kidz show.

So you like a car only if the word “muscle” precedes it?
There were plenty of those on hand as well.

The cars were fun, but it was the attendees (here bidding at
the silent auction) that helped raise the money for the kids.

For little ones not interersted in cars, local mascots from
Hometown Buffet (left) and Wienerschnitzel entertained.

Not all cool cars have to be 50 years old, as a group of
Vipers proved to the crowd.
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Loans are pursuant to the
California Dept. of Corporations
CFL Lic. #6072414
DRE Lic. #0152125637144 AVE. 12 #103 • MADERA RANCHOS

• Fast, fast, fast loan processing
• First-ttime buyers’ programs
• Less than perfect credit OK!

• New 50-yyear loan available
• New Rate Reduction program
• Special programs for teachers,
healthcare workers and safety
officers. Ask us!

Se Habla Español

645-1 1

500 OFF CLOS NG COSTS
Upon close o escrow6/06

FREE TR TO
S O EAC

O E LOANS

• ounce ouses
• Water Slides

6/06

Alwa s hi h ualit at ood prices 9 6 66

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs

• Re-roofs

• Specialized in Repairs

• Roof Certification

• Roof Inspection

• Gutters

• Continuous Gutters

• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909

Call for details.
Expires 7/19/06

with any complete
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE
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• LOT SC NG • SAN • GRA EL •
• ROCK • ASE ROCK • GRA NG •

• R EWA S • OUSE A S •

-1
43

C
A

L
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SA OU SAW T N

The Ranchos Independent

Remember “STR” and Save a Life

The first three letters of “stroke” may identify a stroke victim

10%
OFF

IT T IS COUPON

FREE
TOW NG

W T O ER AUL

ra es • Tune ups • Dia nostic
Oil chan es • Ser ice wor

WE ALSO O

AN NOW A C SER CE AN RE A RS

FULL
SER CE

AUTO OT E
S O

7 ears

xperience
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(Editor’s Note: This was sent to me by Mary
Tucker at Ranchos Auto Repair and she
thought it was pretty important information.
“This could be very helpful to someone,”
she said in her note to me. I agree.)

A neurologist says that if he can get to
a stroke victim within 3 hours he can
totally reverse the effects of a stroke ...
totally. He said the trick was getting a
stroke recognized, diagnosed and then
getting the patient medically cared for
within 3 hours, which is tough.

RECOGNIZING A STROKE
Thank God for the sense to remember

the "3" steps, STR . Read and Learn!
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are

difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the
lack of awareness spells disaster. The

stroke victim may suffer severe brain
damage when people nearby fail to recog-
nize the symptoms of a stroke.

Now doctors say a bystander can recog-
nize a stroke by asking three simple ques-
tions:

“S” - Ask the individual to SMILE.
“T” - Ask the person to TALK; to

speak a simple sentence coherently, i.e.
“It is sunny out today.

“R” - Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH
ARMS.

Another potential sign of a stroke is
this: Ask the person to stick out his or her
tongue. If the tongue is “crooked” and
goes to one side or the other, that may
also be an indication of a stroke.

If he or she has trouble with ANY one
of these tasks, call 9-1-1 immediately and
describe the symptoms to the dispatcher.
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• Learn the entire musical
• All the choreography
• All drama parts
• Build the sets
• Perform for your family and friends
• Have lots of fun
• Learn Biblical life lessons all in 5 days!

Brought to you by Flipside Christian Church
Location: Liberty High School Theatre

Call 790-0061 or email info@acts176.com to register or for more info

Music Camp
July 17 - 21

2nd - 6th Grade

only $20

Kids!

federal government funds. After they
come in the school budget is adjusted to
reflect that.

The Liberty High Sober Grad night
was a success with 96 of the graduating
seniors attending with 31 of their guests.
They all enjoyed a night of good food
and fun. I worked the 9-midnight shift
with two of my Ranchos Hills Seniors
helping. We made sure that the pizza,
cookies, soft drinks and water was
always ready for the students. The parent
chairman, Sandra Carter, and her com-
mittee had things well under control.
Without the generous donations from the
local merchants Sober Grad could not
take place. The students walked into a
Hawaiian-decorated building at 9:30
p.m. and left the building at 5 a.m.
Natasha Bash won the car that was
donated by Madera Auto Center. Now
she has to get her license. Every Liberty
senior went home with a very nice gift.
Senior graduation night is one of the
most dangerous nights of the year. Thank
you parents for keeping so many of the
Liberty High graduates safe at the Sober
Grad Night.

It has been a full and very busy couple of
weeks for me. At the same time as I was
working on the Measure “S” bond commit-
tee I was also winding up the school year
graduations and working the lunch program
at the Ranchos Hills Senior Center. Twenty-
three of our RH seniors were on a trip to
Alaska for two weeks. When people ask me
what I do with my time since I retired, I just
laugh and say I keep busy. I am never bored.

The next school board meeting will be
June 27 at Liberty library at 7 p.m. If you
want to know what is going on and help the
board make informed decisions please
come to the board meeting. Everyone is
welcome.

STOCK Continued from Page 5
and sheepishly admitted that she was
actually getting quite upset with all the
ruckus he was making. Teddy was
quite literally tearing up the screen and
the window sill and Mary Ann had had
just about enough. Frustrated she got
up out of bed and went out into the liv-
ing room to yell at Jack to yell at the
dog and make Teddy stop. Jack was
asleep in his favorite chair and Mary
Ann began trying to wake him, with
Teddy carrying on madly outside. She
finally got Jack to wake up and was
explaining what the dog was doing
when just past Jack something from
the kitchen caught the corner of her
eye.

It was fire.
“It didn’t look too big so I went and

got the cordless phone to call the fire
department,” she said. What she didn’t
realize was that the fire was already
working its way through the attic,
structurally weakening the supports
for the heavy tile roof. “When I got the
911 operator on the phone the smoke
detectors started to go off,” Mary Ann
continued. Upon hearing that the oper-
ator insisted she get everyone out of
the house NOW! “I only had pajamas
on and I wanted to go to the bathroom
first,” Mary Ann said, but the operator
was insistent. Jack went and got Teddy
who made a beeline for Mary Ann and
never left her side the rest of the night.
They awoke their border and moved
outside.

“There was really nothing to see
when we got outside,” she said. Then
all of a sudden Hell was unleashed.

From the weakening of the joists
inside the attic, the heavy weight of the
tile roof couldn’t be supported any-
more.

“It was like dominoes.”
Starting at the garage at the north

end of the house, the heavy tiles fell in
succession, crushing everything
underneath.

“And then the heat was so intense, I
was over at the driveway and could
still feel it,” Mary Ann said.

It melted the front of her car that was
parked next to the garage and just
raged.

Firefighters arrived and had the fire out
relatively quickly, but the nature of the
burn was such that it tore through the
house. “It happened so quickly,” she said.

After the shock of having her house
burn down hit her, Mary Ann began
taking account of what was happening
around her. “Neighbors that I didn’t
even know were offering me clothes to
wear and offering their homes to us,”
she said in disbelief. The Red Cross
was on the scene almost immediately

providing vouchers for a Fresno hotel
for a few nights while other arrange-
ments were made. “I literally lost
everything. Credit cards, ID’s, check-
ing accounts.” Worried about her med-
ications that had been destroyed, a
kindly pharmacist helped her replace
everything she needed.

The experience was truly horrifying for
MaryAnn, but in retrospect she counts her
blessings that no one was killed and the
items that were lost were just “things.”
“One of the most amazing things was that
one wall in the hallway, where everything
came crashing down, was where all of the
family pictures were hanging. It was the
one wall the fire didn’t touch,” she said in
amazement.

This was the first time in her life she
had ever been in a fire. “I’ll tell you
the truth, there are only two things I’m
afraid of: electricity and fire,” she said,
realizing that her worst fear was what
she had just been through. “But now
I’m more than OK,” she said as she
stroked Teddy’s golden fur over and
over. “I’m more than OK.”

FIRE Continued from Page 1

The Rykema-Williams family would like to
thank the Ranchos Community for all their

help and prayers. We would also like to give a
special thanks to the local firefighters, Madera

Ranchos Secure Storage and everyone at the
Ranchos Independent. The Ranchos’ thoughtful-

ness will never be forgotten.
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To Advertise
Call

645-0634

NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #5262116/06

Chawanakee Academy @ Lighthouse is currently
enrolling for the 2006-2007 school year.

We are a K-12 alternative education
program with fully credentialed,
caring teachers.

Lighthouse is located on 15048 Monreal Road in
the Madera Ranchos off of Ave. 15 and Road 36.

Contact us at 645-4373

Looking for a 
GREAT ALTERNATIVE

to traditional public school?

6/06

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

6/06

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). 

Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

Complaints phoned into the
Sheriff’s Department regarding
excessive use of Off-Highway
vehicles in areas where it is ille-
gal has prompted Sheriff John
Anderson to again remind Off-
Highway Vehicle (OHV) riders
that driving in ANY residential
zone of Madera County is
against the law.

"Off-highway vehicle"
includes: motorcycles, sand
buggies, dune buggies, all-ter-
rain vehicles, jeeps, mopeds,
mini bikes, go-carts and any
vehicle registered pursuant to
Section 4000 of the California
Vehicle Code.

No person shall operate an off-highway vehicle within any residential area except as
follows:

1. An off-highway vehicle may be operated for the sole purpose of parking or storing
that vehicle on a lot or removing the vehicle from the lot for operation outside the con-
fines of the residential area.

2. An off-highway vehicle may be operated for a period no longer than 15 minutes
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 10 p.m. for the purpose of maintenance and repair of the
vehicle.

Per Chapter 10.28 OPERATION OF OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES, reasons for prohibiting
such use: off-highway vehicle rid-
ing results in the creation of dust
and the generation of noise which
disturbs the peace and quiet and
threatens the welfare of the resi-
dents within the residential area.
They further create traffic hazards
to other vehicles, pedestrians and
the operators themselves.

Those caught violating the law
face citation, possible arrest and
their vehicle could be impounded.

Formore information logonto the
Madera County Sheriff’s OHV
Website at www.madera-county
.com/sheriff/ohv/index.html.

Sheriff to OHV Riders: Obey Laws

37184 Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos

645-0122 Next to the Pizza Factory

Father’s Day/4th of July Special
Internet Ready Computers

Starting at only $200 • CD Burners • DVD Players
Refurbished laptops

6
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At $3.35 per gallon
why drive into Fresno?

Christian Church
right here in the Ranchos!

Sundays @ 10am
Liberty High School

phone: 790-0061
www.acts176.com

email: info@acts176.com

MILTON’S FLOOR COVERING

559-822-6500
14612 Highway 41 #A • Madera, CA

AVE 12

AVE 15

N

H
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Y
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Carpets starting as low as 
Lino starting as low as 

68¢/sq. ft.
70¢/sq. ft.

WHOLESALE

FLOORING OUTLET

“You can pay more for flooring ...
but why would you?”

carpet tile lino laminate

FREE
In-Home Estimates
specializing in rental properties • over 30 years experience

Contractor’s License #616102
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Safe & Sound

Identity Theft: Massive Toll to You

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint

• Color Matching

• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening

• Unibody Frame
Repairs

• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair

6
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COMP    MOBILE
IS THE ANSWER!

559-229-3021
559-380-8523

Keith Canfield

(BEAR) Lic. #E82348

• Annoying pop ups? • Computer speed gone?
• Is your wireless connection secure?

Insured statewide and servicing Madera,
Fresno, Kings and Tulare Counties

Residential
Business

Commercial
DSL/Cable

Connections

we do laptop
repairs too!

IS YOUR COMPUTER
SLOWER THAN YOU?
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By Master Dave Johnson

Welcome to the Second edition of
“Safe & Sound.” I hope you are all well
and that you enjoyed the first edition
back in March and that it brought you
some helpful tips and stirred your
thought processes or at least some live-
ly debates. I would like to take a
moment to encourage you once again to
please give me your feedback, con-
cerns, questions, and suggestions. This
column will only get better the more I
hear from you.

This month we are going to talk about
Identity Theft but first I would like to
review some important points.
Prevention and Preparedness should be
our focus. Prevention comes from edu-
cation, action and consistency.
Preparedness reduces paranoia and
increases self-confidence. Effective
preparedness comes from realistic
training. “Defensive Awareness.” To be
calmly and constantly aware of you sur-
roundings (ALL of your surroundings)
and mentally prepared to react appro-
priately to whatever, without feeling
nervous, apprehensive, afraid, or para-
noid. In fact, done correctly, you should
feel very comfortable, confident and
secure. This mental and physical sense
will in turn be very evident to the crim-
inal element.

OK, answers to March’sh’s
Educational Challenge.

#1. (Part A) Course of Action: Make
sure your alarm has not been tripped or
activated in any way; review your
alternate escape routes should some-
one enter your home; let someone else
know what’s going on and what your
plans are; don’t stand too close or
directly behind the door; speak with an
authoritative voice; turn all outside
lights on; have a phone in hand
(preferably a cell phone); try to ascer-
tain, by asking questions, why this
person is at your door. DO NOT OPEN
THE DOOR. ANYTHING THEY
MAY NEED, YOU CAN GET FOR
THEM BY PHONE. Ask her if she has
a specific Towing or Insurance
Company that you could contact for
her.

(Part B) Let her know what they say,
i.e., their estimated time of arrival. If
something does not feel right, don’t
hesitate calling your local Law
Enforcement Agency.

#2. (Part A) Course of Action: Scan
the exit area, then the entire parking lot,
then the immediate area near your vehi-
cle. Without being paranoid, make sure
you have a plan should something not
feel or look right, i.e., returning to the
store.

(Part B) Make sure to look closely at,
below and into all vehicles parked
directly near your vehicle. Be especial-
ly leery of vans or other large vehicles,
especially vehicles with tinted win-
dows. Place the merchandise inside the
vehicle first. If you place the baby in
first and they take control of your vehi-
cle, you really have a problem. You can
always get more groceries and a new
car.

(Part C) Your keys should always be
in your hand, held tight and ready to
use as a weapon if need be.

IDENTITY THEFT
OK, on with this month’s topic:

Identity Theft. By now I would suspect
most people have heard of this term and
what it implies, but I would bet most of
you didn’t know the following: Identity
Theft is the fastest growing white collar

crime in America; has affected 27.3
million Americans over the last 5 years;
and less than 5 percent of the identity
thieves are caught. It accounts for $48
billion in losses to businesses and
financial institutions and $5 billion to
individuals.

MISCONCEPTIONS
Identity Theft is primarily credit

card related - This has been proven by
the FTC to be wrong. Only 42 percent
of identity theft is credit card related.
Now consider this: if your identity is
stolen, it will take approximately 600
hours to regain your identity and cost
approximately $1,800, not including
attorney’s fees. Would you know the
appropriate steps to take should this
nightmare happen to you? Keep in mind
that each of us has five identities:
Financial, Medical, Social Security,
DMV and Character/Criminal.
Remember credit monitoring is great
but it’s just credit monitoring. If some-
thing happens, you’re on your own
when it comes to restoring you identity.
Contact me to find out how you can
protect yourself the right way for less
than 50 cents per day.

Ask yourself the following questions:
Do you hand your credit card to servers
at restaurants? Do you sign your credit
cards? Do you supply personal infor-
mation over the internet? Do you keep
your social security number in your
wallet or purse? Do you leave mail at
your home or business for the postal
carrier to collect? Do you shred
unwanted mail with personal informa-
tion?

Remember, a professional thief can
assume your identity in just a few
hours, but it can take years for you to
restore your credit standing. Don’t wait
until it happens. Please contact me. I
would love to hear from you. E-mail me
at info@masterjohnson.com. Your par-
ticipation is vital and appreciated.
Remember, since we are all in this
together, let’s make it a community
project, have some fun, and increase
our level of safety.

PARENTAL GUIDANCE
Spend some time with your children

reviewing the following sites:
www.amw.com/kids
tcs.cybertipline.co
www.missingkids.com/adcouncil

SELF-DEFENSE TIPS
SEEK PROFESSIONAL INSTRUC-

TION. If someone makes you feel
uncomfortable, turn and look them in the
eyes with confidence and tell them so.
Protect your space. Always stand at a
slanted angle with one foot back spaced
at about shoulder width. Hands should
be relaxed and held between waist and
chest level. KNOW YOUR ENVIRON-
MENT.

Master Johnson is a world recog-
nized security and self-defense expert
specializing in executive protection,
hand-to-hand, multiple opponents, and
weapon disarms. He is listed in the
“Who is Who” in Martial Arts and was
named “Master Instructor of the Year”
1996 by the World Martial Arts Hall of
Fame. He is the owner of Golden Valley
Martial Arts, Tactical Training
International, Dave Johnson Real
Estate, and operates the World’s only
online self-defense and Black Belt
training course at www.masterjohn-
son.com. He can be contacted at 559-
917-5262.
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A Locally Owned & Operated alternative to
the national chain stores. We have over 28

years of experience along with the knowledge
to answer your questions.

WHEN EXPERIENCE COUNTS
COUNT ON

33 E. Minarets Ave., Fresno, Ca

Monday – Saturday
9:00am to 5:00pm

John Roberto: Owner

Store: 438-POOL (7665)

Authorized Dealer

We carry all types of Pumps,Filters, Parts,

Pool Sweeps, Chemicals, Etc. Compare our prices!

We are located on the Southern rim of River Park, just behind
D & L Roses, East of Blackstone, down the street from Kohls.

We guarantee

personal attention

when you walk

in the door.
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Get Ready for Summer!

REMEMBER DAD ON JUNE 18

Father’s Day

Tune-UUp
Your Yard

Gear!

661-0355
1097 S. Granada Suite #B Madera

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

Regular Tune-Up With This Coupon

$1000 OFF
Summer Is Just Around The Corner

Lawnmowers • Edgers • String Trimmers

Expires 7/15/06

we have what dad wants!

SHOP EARLY
for  great selections
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Nothing increases energy efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Dave Bruno Electric

24177 Tropical Drive • Madera, CA 93638

Industrial • Commercial
Electrical Services

673-6875
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Lic.#772573

Couple’s 4th Arrest Since Dec. ‘05
Over a thousand dollars worth of Meth

was seized in their home in March and
now a Madera couple is back behind bars
facing felony drug possession after
MADNET agents seize 1/8 of an ounce -
an “8-ball” - of Meth. This arrest marks
the couple's fourth drug related arrest
since December 2005. Taken into cus-
tody was 26-year old Alberto Alvarez
and 21-year old Jennifer Cota.

Agents served their warrant at the cou-
ple's home on Garfield Street in Madera,
seizing Methamphetamine they found
stashed in their infant's sock. The two-
year old baby boy was turned over to his
Grandmother.

The couple’s troubles over the last six
mopnths read as follows:

1. On Dec. 22, 2005, agents arrested the
pair for possession - finding 6½ grams of
Methamphetamine and 121 grams of
Marijuana - total street value for the drugs,
approximately $350. Both were booked on
felony drug charges with bail set at $10,000
each. Both posted bail and were scheduled to
appear in Court Jan. 23.

2. On Feb. 16, 2006, agents arrested
the pair again for possession

- finding 48 grams of
Methamphetamine and a small amount
of Marijuana with a street value for the
Meth at approximately $500. Both were
booked on felony drugs charges and
committing a felony while on bail, with
bail set at $30,000 each. Both posted bail
and scheduled to make a court appear-
ance March 13.

3. On Feb. 28, 2006, agents arrested
the couple for possession - finding 9½
grams of Methamphetamine with a street
value of approximately $200. Both have

been booked for felony drug possession and committing a felony for the second time
while out on bail. This time bail has been set at $35, 000. At this hour, the pair remain
behind bars.

Sheriff John Anderson again commented on the positive results that come from the close
working relationship all Madera law enforcement agencies share in the county.

“MADNET's success is based on the cooperative efforts of every law enforcement agency
in Madera County,” Anderson said. Those agencies include, the Madera County Sheriff's
Department, Madera County probation, Chowchilla and Madera Police Departments,
Madera County District Attorney's Office, California Highway Patrol and the Bureau of
Narcotic Enforcement(or BNE, which is part of the California Department of Justice.)

Both Alvarez and Cota now face felony drug charges in addition to committing a
felony while out on bail.

Taken into custody was 21-year old
Jennifer Cota (top) and 26-year old
Alberto Alvarez.
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Summer is Here!

674-4316
123 East 9th St. at “D” in Madera

NOW is the time to get your

Radiator Flushed
Air Conditioner Checked
Cooling System Checked

Don’t

be stuck in

the heat
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call Bettina G. Villanueva 559-213-4470 (res) 559-645-5331
college plans • retirement planning • insurance • refinancing • debt consolidation • home loans

There is a better way ...

$1,302.08

$1,718.75

$2,135.42

$2,552.08

$2,796.41

Father’s Day June 18

37398 Berkshire Drive • Madera, CA

645-5680
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Legislation by Assemblyman
Cogdill (R-Modesto) to help com-
bat financial fraud and identity
theft was approved by the Senate
Committee on Banking, Finance
and Insurance late this afternoon.
Assembly Bill 618 will add ATM
photos and video of a suspect to
the list of information that law
enforcement officials can request
when investigating an identity
theft or fraud crime.

“California is unfortunately a
haven for ID theft criminals,”
said Cogdill following the vote.
“We currently rank third out of all
states in the number of identity
theft crimes. Modesto alone saw
2,310 cases of ID theft investigat-
ed last year. That’s not something
to be proud of and it’s time we
did something about it. I’m
pleased that my colleagues on the
Banking and Finance Committee
are standing with me in fighting
this insidious crime.”

AB 618 will add surveillance
photos and video taken at an
ATM to the list of information
that law enforcement can request
of a bank during an investigation
of an ID theft crime. Current law
provides law enforcement offi-
cials with certain information,
including access to the bank
records of a customer’s account
covering the 30 days before and
after the occurrence of a crime.
AB 618 gives legal authority to
banks, allowing them to provide
law enforcement with the photos
and video necessary to solve
cases.

“Basically, we’re tired of hav-
ing to tell victims of this awful
crime that we’re sidelining their
case because we don’t have a
photo of the suspect,” stated

Sergeant Scott Blom of the
Modesto Police Department,
Investigation Division. “The
photo is often the missing piece
to the puzzle that would allow us
to go after these criminals.”

Sergeant Blom, who attended
the hearing in support of
Cogdill’s measure, provided
examples of ID theft cases that
had gone unsolved because of the
lack of ATM photo evidence.
According to a letter of support,
Blom identified a case in May of
2005 that was suspended after the
detective was unable to obtain the
ATM surveillance photo of the
transaction in question. Without a
photo, the victim and law
enforcement officers could not
identify the suspect. In contrast,
Sergeant Blom also outlined a
case where surveillance photos
were used to positively identify
and arrest a habitual offender who
was attempting to open a check-
ing account with a stolen identity.

“It’s estimated that ID theft
crimes cost consumers over $547
million in 2004 alone,” comment-
ed Cogdill. “Californians deserve
to have all options on the table
when it comes to protecting their
identity. AB 618 will give law
enforcement the tools they need
to combat the recent wave of ID
theft crimes.”

AB 618 will now move to the
Senate Public Safety Committee
for consideration.

For more information, or for
bill text, please visit www.legin-
fo.ca.gov. Assemblyman Cogdill
proudly represents part or all of
the counties of Calaveras,
Madera, Mariposa, Mono,
Stanislaus, and Tuolumne.

Cogdill Targets Identity Theft

COMPLETE UNIT
CHANGE OUT

$3,000
Starting at

Includes duct certification
Expires 7/19/06

FULL A/C TUNE-UP

Expires 7/19/06

$5500
parts extra

if needed

THINGS ARE HEATING UP!

WHEN HONESTY AND QUALITY
WORK MATTERS, CALL BRIAN’S

HEATING & COOLING

WHEN HONESTY AND QUALITY
WORK MATTERS, CALL BRIAN’S

HEATING & COOLING Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor’s #862395

WE ACCEPT
MOST COMPETITOR’S

COUPONS
call for details

6/06

To Advertise
Call

645-0634
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Your paid membership to the Alliance for Affordable Services
allows access to member benefits designed to provide many
professional and lifestyle benefits geared to your needs for
your family business, your family and your personal needs.

• Affordable rates
• NO pre-certification
requirements

• 24-hour on-and-off-the
job coverage

• Your choice of doctors
and hospitals

• You can’t be singled out for
rate increase or cancellation

• $1 million Lifetime
Maximum Benefits
($500,000 per each injury
or illness)

• Choice of deductibles
• Coverage for family members
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Central Valley FitnessCentral Valley Fitness
CERTIFIED IN-HOME PERSONAL TRAINING

www.centralvalleyfitness.com

GET FIT IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME! CALL TODAY FOR
A FREE CONSULTATION AND 50% OFF YOUR FIRST SESSION.

559-645-5268 559-871-1658or

American Council on Exercise
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Looking For Fun?

Fun Time Rentals

Fun Time Rentals

438-6233
cell 269-0942
fax 261-97343460 W. Celeste • Fresno

We Rent
• Toy Haulers
• Travel Trailers
• Bounce Houses
• Cotton Candy, 

Snow Cone &
Popcorn

Machines
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Despite nearly a dozen arrests
since January, Madera County’s
Agriculture Community continues
to be victimized by copper wire
thieves. Fed up, the Madera
County Ag Crimes Unit – on its
own volition – launched what they
call “Directed Enforcement” –
beefing up patrols throughout the
county in an effort to hunt down
copper wire thieves. The plan paid
off in late May with the arrest of
28-year-old Michael Wilkinson of
Sanger and his believed accom-
plice, 36-year-old Linda Sullivan
of Fresno.

Detective Cliff Kirkes saturated
areas he believed would probably
be targeted, passing by one busi-
ness at least twice and seeing noth-

ing. But as the old adage goes, third time’s the charm and when Kirkes
passed by a third time he saw a vehicle parked on the property.

The pair claimed they parked there for a “rendezvous,” however, nei-
ther could explain the extensive number of cutting tools inside the car
– including two bolt cutters and multiple receipts from various ferrous
metal recyclers in Fresno.

Kirkes took both into custody without incident.
Besides entering the tools into evidence, Kirkes also seized drug

paraphernalia and Methamphetamine, booking Sullivan for possession
of a hypodermic needle and burglary tools. With bail set at $250,
Department of Corrections cited
her out. She is set to appear in
Court June 26.

Wilkinson remains jailed for pos-
session of a controlled substance,
drug paraphernalia as well as bur-
glary tools. His bail was set at
$5,000.

The price for copper wire has
risen since Kirkes’ last arrest in
April when the cuttings would net
$2.10 a pound. Just two months
later, the price of copper wire now
goes for $3.65 a pound.

“Our Ag Crimes Unit is one of
the more aggressive detective units
in the valley,” Sheriff John
Anderson said. “Both Cliff Kirkes
and Bud Smith continue to conjure
up creative ways to catch criminals
and since April, with the arrest of
42-year-old Roel Angel Soliz, they are without a doubt making good
progress in getting the message out to would-be copper wire thieves:
We’re watching you.”

Later on the same day, another man suspected of stealing copper wire
– not once but twice, based on his own admission – was caught by
Sheriff ’s Deputies.

Barely a week on the job, newly hired Deputy Bryan Hieger and his
Field Training Officer Valerie Breedlove celebrated the arrest of 43-
year old Ricardo Abundiz of Firebaugh.

According to Breedlove and
Hieger, they received word that a
suspicious looking vehicle was
parked on a piece of property on
Road 7 and Avenue 7 ½ near
Eastside Drive. When deputies
arrived, Abundiz was still there. He
not only admitted this trip was his
second trip to that location, he
spontaneously confessed to steal-
ing wire from the property.
Deputies seized copper wire from
the bed of his truck and his tool-
box.

Breedlove and Hieger took Abundiz
into custody without incident, booking
him into the Madera County Department
of Corrections where he remains jailed
facing possession of stolen property. His
bail is set at $5,000.

“We’re Watching You!” is Message;
Copper Wire Thieves are the Target

A day that nabbed three arrests for steal-
ing copper wire began with 28-year-old
Michael Wilkinson of Sanger ...

... continued with the arrest of his
accomplice, 36-year-old Linda
Sullivan of Fresno ...

... and ended with the arrest of 43-year
old Ricardo Abundiz of Firebaugh. A
wire theft “hat trick.”
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Golden Valley Unified
School District Office
37479 AVE 12, Madera CA
Liberty High School &

Ranchos MIddle School
12220 RD 36, Madera CA
Sierra View Elementary School
16436 Paula RD, Madera CA

Independence High School
16362 Paula RD, Madera CA
Webster Elementary School
36477 Ruth Ave., Madera CA

PUBLIC NOTICE
Final reports of the quality of drinking water for the 2005 year for
the following schools in Golden Valley Unified School District are
available for public viewing at each of the schools and District
Office listed below. It is also available on the District Website at
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us.
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645-7540

BOBCAT WORK
• Grading
• Tree holes
• Fence post holes
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Senior Report

Senior Wins, Third Time for Ranchos
By Eleanore Burchell

Thanks to Joliene Mason of the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center, located
at 37330 Berkshire, who won the 14th
Annual “Seniors Serving Seniors 2005
Volunteer Award” of the year for her
service to others. This honor was
bestowed on Joliene by the Fresno-
Madera Area Agency on Aging, an
organization that includes all senior
centers in both counties. The 2004 dis-
tinction was given to Audrey Stock
while again in 2003 Merle Anderson
was chosen to be the honored recipi-
ent. We know we have a more-than-
average, fantastic membership, and it
is gratifying to know others recognize
this fact also.

Joliene is a widow, a mother of three
– two girls and a boy – and she has
seven grandchildren. She is a retired
Central Unified School District Pupil
Transportation Specialist. She is a
member of many organizations, but
most important to her is Citizens On
Patrol of Madera County and Ranchos
Kiwanis.

Did you miss our article in the May
issue of the Ranchos Independent?
The Senior Report was submitted as
usual, but I understand there was a
computer problem and our article flew
into outer space – poof gone! Thanks
to all readers who asked, “What hap-
pened.” It is surprising the number of
people interested in this article.

We have just received many, many
flats of flowering plants such as petu-
nias and marigolds. Tomato plants are
available. Come in and check out
these and other varieties.

The bake sale is always held in the
main building. The Treasure House has
been setting up for this sale with many,
many new items, including summer
items such as shorts, etc. We don’t want
you to get out of the habit of coming in
to see us so remember the produce and
boutique sections are available Monday
through Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Tuesdays, 6 to 9 p.m., and Thursday
evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

More Facts and Fun

A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-
gram Monday through Friday 11:30
a.m. Suggested price for 60 years and
older is $1.75. Reservations are need-
ed a day in advance, so remember to
call Joann at 645-4864. There is still
room in the well-attended exercise

class on Monday, Wednesday and
Fridays, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m. Our faith-
ful exercisers are looking for you to
join them. You need not be a member
to attend these classes. The attendance
has been growing but there is always
room for two more: you and your
friend!

The Line Dancers are taking a sum-
mer vacation with no classes to be
held in June, July and August. They
will start meeting again on Thursdays
at 1 p.m. in September. Watch for the
start-up date in the August Senior
Report.

The new cookbook is $12 and is
available in the office during the week
and also at the monthly sale on July 1.

REMEMBER BINGO IS HELD
EVERY TUESDAY EVENING from
5:30 to 9 p.m.

Up and Coming Events
June 29, 6 p.m. Monthly potluck

with Mid-Western foods theme, then
Hand and Foot or Pinochle.

July 1, Monthly sale, 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. in the garden section, produce,
Treasure House, many boutique items
and bake sale.

There will be a monthly Birthday
and Anniversary luncheon held in
July, but no date or place has been
announced.

Weekly Events
Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –

11:30 a.m.
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations
needed, call Joann 645-4864)

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until ?
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m.

(Hot dogs, hamburgers, desserts and
more available)

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Card BINGO, noon to 1
p.m.

Thursday, Potluck then Hand & Foot
or Pinochle, 6 to 9 p.m. (Please bring
your own plate and silverware.)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –
11:30 a.m.

We have shared data regarding our
Senior Center with you. We welcome
you to come and be one of us as our
organization offers and promotes
social, educational and civic activities
in order to provide a better quality of
life for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation. Hope to see
you soon?

SATURDAY, JUNE 24th • 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

at the Ranchos Market • 37405 Ave. 12

AGES 4 through 18
New players must have a photocopy of their birth certificate

to submit at registration.
For more information call 645-1006



June 2006 Page 19
Garden Tips

by Thea Fiskin

June marks the beginning of summer,
the time that Mother Nature is at her
peak in the garden. Flowers are in full
bloom with fruit trees and veggies
ripening. Don't forget Dad this month.
Something as simple as helping with
garden tasks, like mowing the lawn,
can make him feel special. Or buy him
a nifty garden tool.

WHAT TO PLANT
There are plenty of plants that can

take the heat of our summer.
Color: ageratum, begonias, coleus,

cosmos, gerbera daisy, impatiens,
marigolds, petunias, salvias, spider
flower (cleome), sunflowers, verbena,
vinca and zinnia.

Vegetables: From seed plant beans,
corn, cucumber, gourds, melons and
squash. Eggplant, peppers and toma-
toes should be planted using seedlings.

Harvest zucchini when young; it is not
meant to hurt your back when you pick
it up. Don't forget, June is the month to
plant pumpkins to harvest for
Halloween.

GARDEN CHORES
Plant, patch, or reseed: Warm sea-

son lawns like bermuda or St.
Augustine. Now that the heat is here
they will really take off and grow.
Lawns need to be mowed regularly, at
least once at week, every five days or
so is better. On tall fescue lawns it's
time to set the mower up a notch or two
for the summer months. Keeping the
grass a little longer conserves water
and shades out weeds during the sum-
mer.

Regularly shear: Established woody
herbs such as oregano, rosemary and
thyme to keep producing fresh green
growth for those summer recipes or use
a bouquet of herbs in your home. Pinch
several inches off chrysanthemums,
New England aster, Autumn joy sedum
and phlox to encourage branching and
plenty of flowers in the fall.

Feed: Roses after each bloom cycle,
remove spent flowers and water regu-
larly. Apply a light amount of fertilizer
to summer flower and vegetables to
keep them producing.

Brown spot: On the bottom of your
tomatoes? Blossom end rot is usually
caused by either irregular watering or
the lack of calcium in the soil. Be sure to
water regularly and apply gypsum or
even crushed eggs shells to improve soil.

Fruit drop: Some fruit trees may
drop small fruit. This is normal so don't
be alarmed; the tree is getting rid of
excess fruit. Help nature along and thin
fruit to at least 6-inch intervals. Yes, I
know it hurts taking all those little guys
off but you will be rewarded with large
fruit rather than fruit the size of golf
balls. To protect ripening fruit from
birds, hang reflective tape, metal discs,
or place nets over your fruit trees just
before fruit ripens.

Weeding: Be sure to keep weeding your
garden. Each weed plant can have thou-
sands of seeds so pull them before they
develop flowers or worse: seed heads.

CRITTER CONTROL
Watch for signs of spider mites:

look for mottled leaves and fine
webs; they always seem to appear
with hot, dry weather. Plants along
dusty roads are particularly suscepti-
ble. Hose off plants with plain water,
or use insecticidal soap if necessary
to prevent mite infestation.

Green caterpillars or "tomato worms"
on tomatoes and corn are active now.

Spray with Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt).
If your petunia buds fail to bloom and
have little black specks on the buds, try
Bt on them also. Prevent mosquitoes by
remembering to clean birdbaths regu-
larly, dump water left in pots and
saucers, add fish to your pond or buy
doughnuts of Bt to float on the water.

Dripping trees, or curled or deformed
leaves, are signs of aphids. Controlling
ants will help control aphids and scale
in trees. Try using Tanglefoot around
the trunks of trees and setting out ant
baits. Visit our Website under UC Info
for the Pest Note on Aphids.

Hunt for snails in the evening as they
come out to feed. You can usually dis-
cover an army of the little slimers com-
ing out just at dusk.

WATERING
Be water wise! Water deeply and

infrequently in the early morning to
ensure minimum disease problems
and maximum irrigation efficiency.
Give water time to soak in between
watering cycles. Use a timer if you
have a habit of forgetting that the
hose is on. If you develop dry patch-
es in your lawn check the sprinklers
and try pushing a screwdriver into the
spot. If the ground is too hard for the
screwdriver to go in, then you need to
aerate the area to provide better water
penetration.

Deep water all trees, ornamentals,
fruits and nuts; this is especially
important for any new plants.

BE SMART
Before you leave on the family

vacation, mow, trim, weed and water;
a well kept yard won't tip off anyone
you are gone. Move pots into a shad-
ed area where they will be automati-
cally watered by the sprinklers.
Harvest your veggie garden to keep it
productive. Give produce to neigh-
bors or a local food bank. Check the
battery on your automatic sprinklers
and replace if necessary. Water
houseplants thoroughly then place out
of direct light so they retain moisture.

Thea Fiskin is a UC Master Gardener
with Tulare/Kings County. Master
Gardeners are members of communities
who are trained by UC Cooperative
Extension experts in different aspects of
plant science and then volunteer to extend
that information to their community. The
mission of the Master Gardener program is
to provide research-based information for
gardening practices and technologies of
home horticulture, integrated pest man-
agement and environmental resource con-
servation.

COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044
352 W. Bedford, Ste 103

Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation
Now

Available

6/06

Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution
For needy families. Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722
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Contact:
Merrell Bradford in Oakhurst

call toll free at 1-800-2-MADERA
683-2277 674-9000

John Harford in Madera

What You’ve Been Waiting For: Main Growing Season is Here at Last
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Yosemite Mountain
Sugar Pine Railroad

Ride the Logger

www.ymsprr.com559-683-7273
56001 Yosemite Hwy 41, Fish Camp, CA 93623

... for the scenic Narrow Gauge Railway
excursions on authentic steam-powered loco-

motives or Model-A powered rail cars.

All Aboard!

Operating Daily
Highway 41, 60 miles north of Fresno,
4 miles south of Yosemite National
Park.
Please check our Website for schedule
information.

Steam Train, BBQ & Entertainment
every Wednesday & Saturday Night.

try the

Moonlight Special
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37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 • 645-157037405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 • 645-1570

Remember Dad on Father’s Day
with these great tool sets now on sale

7999$148 piece
Tool Set 4999$70 piece

Tool Set 2999$30 piece
Tool Set
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TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand
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Congressman George Radanovich
(R-Mariposa) issued the following
statement upon receiving news of the
death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

“Today justice has been served, and
a major milestone in the Global War
on Terror has been achieved. The
brave men and women of the United
States Armed Service, along with the
intelligence communities in Iraq and
Jordan, have brought an end to al-
Queda’s second most dangerous ter-
rorist. Abu Musab al-Zarqawi has
masterminded the torture, rapes and
brutal killings of thousands innocent
people. The United States will contin-

ue to stand up to terrorists, who have
declared war against human rights and
democracy. We thank and appreciate
the heroic troops who fight everyday
to preserve our freedoms.

“This milestone on the War on
Terror coincides with the announce-
ment by Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki
of his Minister of Defense and Interior
cabinet selections. I congratulate
Prime Minister Maliki of his commit-
ment to furthering the development of
Iraq’s democracy. While we still have
a long road ahead, the events of today
are very encouraging news for the
future of Iraq.”

Radanovich Issues Statement
on Death of al-Zarqawi

New Madera Co. Deputies Sworn

Kathy Ridley, (left), Bryan Hieger and Matt Brown are all sworn in as the newest mem-
bers of the Madera County law enforcement team.

While the Madera County Sheriff’s
Department continues to recruit more
patrol deputies – they are currently
short 10 positions – Sheriff John
Anderson is honored to announce the
hiring of two new deputies.

Undersheriff Frank Benard swore in
Deputy Bryan Hieger – a former
reserve with the Madera County
Sheriff’s Department – who returns to
Madera after serving nearly 10 years
as a Police officer in the Monterey
area.

Also sworn in today, fellow Madera
resident Deputy Matt Brown, who also

has a career in law enforcement that
included serving for the Chowchilla
Police Department.

Along with deputizing Hieger and
Brown, Undersheriff Benard also
swore in Kathy Ridley who will serve
as Clerk for the Madera County
Narcotic Enforcement Team – also
known as MADNET.

With these two new deputies the
Department is still down 10 positions,
currently operating with only 61
sworn personnel - that includes the
Sheriff’s Administration of the Sheriff,
Undersheriff and three Lieutenants.

Connie Mae Grant
On June 23, 1962 (Saturday) Lynwood, California,
we bonded our love in marriage and exchanged vows
“until death do us part.” On September 27, 2000 you
left this earth to live with the angels in the glorified
world. “I will love you always” and will never forget
you! Your loving husband Harold, “Hal.”

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

6/06
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PASTOR Continued from Page 8
again in their minds, “… it is too
uncertain. What if he won’t, what if
he won’t do this wondrous thing for
me?” The thought of approaching the
King to ask him to do this for them
was more than they could bear. But
the uncertainty they faced by not
accepting the Kings ransom was the
real uncertainty of life.

For some this is a sad story and for
others it is a story of hope and promise.
I believe the difference is in how you see
yourself in the story. Were you one of
the ones who once heard the words of
the town crier and ran to the King and
made the “Great Exchange,” or were
you among those who just couldn’t
believe this wonderful gift could be for
you? Were you redeemed of the debts
you knew you owed by the insignia of
the King, or did you – even after hearing
the words of the crier and your friends –
walk away believing in your heart that
the King would never do it for you?

I don’t know which one you were in
the story, but whichever you may be, I
have “good news” for you today. You
can still be redeemed by this King of
whom I’ve spoken. You see I am the
“town crier” and Jesus is the King.

He is still making this same promise
to all who will listen and hear the
voice of the one crying out, “HEAR
YE, HEAR YE, HEAR YE” the voice
of the Lord! He is telling me to cry
out, “OLD HEARTS, FOR NEW!”

Would you like to exchange your
old heart for new?

There are many “town criers” crying
out here in the Madera Ranchos every
Sunday morning crying out the same
message: “OLD HEARTS, FOR NEW!”

Would you like to exchange your
old heart for new?

If you still need the King to cancel
all your debts today, come and see one
of the Madera Ranchos’ “town criers”
and we will show you the way to the
King. There is still time.

It’s not too late!

Ken Cooksey, Jr. is the pastor of the
Ranchos’ newest church, Liberty
Worship Center, located at 37275 Ave.
12.

One kind act met with a felo-
nious gesture of thanks.

Four days after their arrest, two
out-of-towners (claiming to be
down on their luck) remain jailed
– now charged with burglarizing a
Madera Church, the same one
where the Church Pastor had given
the couple $20 to help them buy
gas.

The couple not only took the $20
but are now charged with stealing
gas that belongs to the church.

David Alan Safarik, 49, and 38-
year-old Staretta Melvina Warren,
both of Georgetown, Texas, are
now in custody.

According to reports, on June 11
at around 3:19 a.m., Sheriff ’s
Deputies Bryan Cutler, Darrell
Swengel and their Sergeant
responded to a tripped alarm at the
Madera Baptist Church. While en
route the Sergeant made a vehicle

stop – a stop that would help the
department quickly close this
case.

Evidence the Sergeant found
inside the stopped truck made her
suspicious and she told the pair
she was detaining them to wait for
another deputy to arrive who was
responding to a crime. That’s
when Warren spontaneously
offered the first of two pieces of
information that would later
implicate the pair.

“We were at the Church,”
Warren said.

At no time did the Sergeant tell
the couple where the crime had
occurred.

Warren went on to tell the
Sergeant that she and Safarik
stayed the night and the Pastor
was even kind enough to give
them $20 for gas.

When the Deputy asked about

gas containers in the truck, Warren
said they used them to get around.
But the containers were filled with
mixed gas, the type that is used in
gas-driven power tools. Warren
was advised by the deputy that
this kind of fuel couldn’t be used
to “get around.” Warren had noth-
ing further to say.

When asked if they had bolt cut-
ters or any other kind of cutting
tools they both denied having any-
thing like that. Deputies seized the

containers of mixed gas and also
found cutting tools in the truck,
including bolt cutters, a pry bar, a
hacksaw and blades.

A Church employee was later
able to positively identify the con-
tainers as belonging to the church.

Safarik remains jailed on burgla-
ry and vandalism charges with his
bail set at $15,000. Warren also
remains jailed for receiving stolen
property and her bail is set at
$5,000.

Pastor’s Kindness not Enough,
Charges Now of Burglarizing Church

Staretta Melvina Warren, 38, (left) and David Alan Safarik, 49, both of Georgetown,
Texas, are now in custody after alledgedly taking advantage of a Madera-area pastor.

Madera-area church gave a room for the night, $20 gas money,
and then was burglarized. Stolen objects found in suspects’ truck
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“Creating Meaningful Funerals that Celebrate Life”

Lic. # FD-1697
801 E. Yosemite 662-8825

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICES
• Standard Casket Selection

Hardwood or 20 gauge steel casket

• Traditional Funeral Service
1 day viewing for family and friends

• Memorial Package Includes:
Register book
100 memorial folders
25 acknowledgment cards

• Transportation to Cemetery
Local cemetery within 50 miles

$5,595
- $600discount

$4,995
For more information call

(559) 662-8825 or visit us at 801 E.
Yosemite Ave., Downtown Madera.

Call to pre-arrange yours today.

6/06

AUG. 19, 2006
FIRE-B-Q DINNER • DANCE • AUCTION

Save this date!

Madera County Fire Station 19
will hold its annual 6
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6
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“HOME OF THE BIG ROLL”

30% - 660% Everyday Savings
1820 E. McKinley (Near Blackstone) 445-00206

CUSTOM BOUND AREA RUGS!!!NOW
any size, any shape

YOU PICK OUT THE CARPET, WE DO THE REST
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PET BOUTIQUE

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS

Feed for pets from hamsters to horses • Nutro • Merrick • Wellness • Mazuri
Natural Balance • Pet Accessories • Beanie Babies • Candles

6/06

Based on a 12 month CD program
Ave. 12 (Maywood Center) • 645-4968

OFF
SERVICE FEE

SPLIT THE SERVICE
FEE WITH A FRIEND!

a COOL place for summer fitness

60%
JOIN NOW!

HAPPY
4th of JULY

TO ALL!!!

OR

6/06

Rayond-Knowles Elementary and
Ranchos Middle Schools won the Madera
County Academic Pentathlon Super Quiz
on April 25.

Raymond-Knowles Elementary School
won the seventh grade relay quiz and
Ranchos Middle School won the eighth
grade competition.

Each team consisted of five members
answering 15 questions out of 30 each.
Their total scores were added up to deter-
mine the winning team.

The second place seventh grade team
was Ranchos Middle School and third
place went to St. Joachim School.

Coarsegold Elementary School ranked
second in the eighth grade competition
with St. Joachim School and North Fork
Elementary tying for third place.

All teams were awarded rosettes during
the awards ceremony which immediately
followed the Super Quiz.

During the awards ceremony medals
were also handed out to the top three stu-
dents in each grade for three of the other
five events.

Kazia Hart, from North Fork
Elementary received a gold medal in the
speech event for the seventh grade compe-
tition.

Karamjot Kaur from Thomas Jefferson
Middle School received the gold medal for
eighth grade.

The essay gold medals were awarded to
seventh grader Kara Grimes from Howard
Elementary and eighth grader Alina Grady
from Coarsegold Elementary.

In the seventh grade Literature competi-

tion two students tied for first place.
Elizabeth Avina from Rivergold
Elementary and Evan Ewert from
Coarsegold Elementary both received gold
medals.

Eighth grader Naomi Reimer, also from
Rivergold Elementary received the gold
medal for the eighth grade Literature com-
petition.

Certificates for first place teams com-
peting in Destination Imagination were
also awarded. Teams CDJZN and
Live!Love!Music! from Rivergold
Elementary and CADI’s from North Fork
Elementary received recognition plaques
for placing first in their division in the
Region IX competition.

Medals for the Math Tournament were
awarded to the students on March 14.
Madera Unified School District hosted the
event at Jack G. Desmond Middle School.

Madera County Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Sally Frazier, recognized
Coarsegold Elementary School at the
awards ceremony with a plaque for win-
ning the Math Tournament in both 7th and
8th grade competitions.

More than 250 students participated in
the competitions which span throughout
the school year.

The Super Quiz was held in the
Liberty High School gymnasium in
Madera. The event began at 7:00 p.m.
and the awards ceremony concluded at
9:00 p.m.

The Super Quiz concluded the five-
event junior high academic competition
for the 2005-2006 school year.

Ranchos Middle School Big Winner
At 2006 Academic Pentathlon

According to a nationwide study, more
officers lose their lives to traffic-related
accidents than to gunfire.

A nationwide study released by the
National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial Fund suggests that “the num-
ber of traffic-related deaths nationwide in
both 2004 and in 2005 was greater than
the number of deaths by gunshot.”

In 2005, out of 155 officers who died
in the line of duty 63 “lost their lives in
traffic related incidents – 41 percent of
total deaths for that year.”

Not since the tragic deaths of Madera
County Sheriff’s Matron Lucille Helm
and Sgt. George Harvey Terry - both
killed in a traffic accident July 13, 1959 -
has the Sheriff’s Department suffered the
loss of a deputy due to a vehicle-related
accident.

In California last year, three officers
from Tulare County, San Bernardino
County and the California Highway
Patrol died after losing control of their
vehicles responding to emergency calls,
and a fourth died while on assignment for
the Department of Justice.

Recognizing the critical need for con-
tinuous training in Madera County,
Sheriff John Anderson enforces mandato-
ry driver’s training classes for all uni-
formed officers, including Community
Service Officers, as well as members of
the department’s volunteer program,

Citizens On Patrol. “Routine refresher
courses are critical in order to keep our
deputies adequately trained,” Anderson
said. And while the training can be cost-
ly, Anderson added, “You can’t put a
price tag on an officer’s life or that of our
citizens.”

On a number of occasions deputies
have actually refused to take life-threat-
ening chances during pursuits, scaling
back considerably when driving in dan-
gerous conditions – like icy roads in the
mountains and fog-related near zero visi-
bility on the valley floor.

Supervisor Vern Moss of District 1 in
Chowchilla shares the conviction that
refresher courses are critical in order to
keep driving skills of deputies up to
speed.

Supervisor Moss said he personally
understands how crucial continuous
training is and he recognizes that while it
comes with a price tag, “Without proper
training too many lives would be at stake.
One life lost is one life too many and that
includes both law enforcement as well as
the citizens of our county.”

Since 2002, the Madera County
Sheriff’s Department has retired 1.5 vehi-
cles a year due to collision. “To the cred-
it of our deputies, the number of vehicle-
related accidents in which an officer has
been seriously injured or has died is
zero,” Anderson said.

Auto Accidents Top Cop Killer



1. GEOMETRY: How many sides does an
octagon have?
2. ENTERTAINERS: Who was George
Burns' partner in show business as well as
life?
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the

theme song of the Harlem Globetrotters?
4. HISTORY: When did Newfoundland vote
to join Canada as a province?
5. FOOD & DRINK: The alcoholic beverage
ouzo is associated with which nation?
6. GEOGRAPHY: Okinawa is a region of

which nation?
7. LANGUAGE: What is something
that is insipid?
8. LITERATURE: Which author has
penned the thrillers "Hatteras Blue"
and "Bahamas Blue"?
9. TELEVISION: Who portrayed
Sgt. T.J. Hooker on the TV show of
the same name?
10. MUSIC: What is a piccolo?

Answers

© 2006 King Features Synd., Inc.

TRIVIA TEST By Fifi Rodriquez

1.Eight
2.GracieAllen
3."SweetGeorgiaBrown"
4.1948
5.Greece
6.Japan
7.Dull
8.DavidPoyer
9.WilliamShatner
10.Small,shrillflute
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Care Givers
Needed

Assist the elderly. Make a real difference in the lives of the elderly.
Provide non-medical help. Car required.

24-hour and shifts available in Fresno and Madera Counties.
Call Home Instead Job Line 265-3110
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37193 Avenue 12, Suite 3C
Legal Document Assistant

Madera Co. Reg. #2005002 • Bond #420998

Denise M. Garcia, L.D.A.

559-645-4000
Notary • Divorce • Custody • Bankruptcy

• Personal Injury • Wills/Trusts

“You don’t need an attorney - you
just need an experienced assistant.”

Legal Assistant Services
6/06

Phone
662-8825

COMPLETE
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation (50 miles), durable

urn and alternative container,
one death certificate, permits & state tax

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

OUR

CREMATIO
N

PRICE IN
MADERA

$ 129
9.8

9

6/06
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Donation
Pick-Ups

Ifyouareinterestedindonatinganitemoritems
for our annual Station 19 Fire Dept.
Dinner/Dance & Auction Fundraiser on
Aug.19,pleasecallTinaShannonat645-4948orcell352-5441andshe
willbehappytopickupyour itemsbyJuly31.Theearlierthebetter!

Tina is now collecting items for
this year’s Dinner/Dance & Auction!

6
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patios • decks • remodels • additions
shops • garages • houses

bonded & insured, Lic.# 834030

King’s Construction

960-3375Call Josh

Local

contractor

6/
06

A Delightful Touch
Beauty Salon

Hair: Cuts • Styles • Perms • Colors • Nails & Pedicures
Formerly “Hair to Toes”

• Cheryle Smith

• Sheila Sciacqua
• Robin Parks

37164 Ave. 12 #103 • Madera

New line of men’s hair products, including:

be sure to check out our new line of skin care and make-up products from France.
• Shampoo • Cologne • Shaving Creams •

(559) 645-8323

We also sell products,
makeup & more

• Paula Stuart
• Linda Ibarra

Just in Time for Father’s Day

6/06

Attempted Murder Charged in Bloody Fight
Four months after completing

their investigation into a bloody
battle between two men in
Raymond, Mountain Deputies
have made an arrest of 30-year old
Daniel Robert Mitchell on charges
of suspicion of attempted murder.

Sergeant Karl Hancock and
Deputies Larry Rich and Paul
Chetwood took Mitchell into cus-
tody after receiving a tip that they
would find Mitchell (who also
goes by the name Jacob Daniel
Dunn) at a residence located on
High Point Court in Ahwahnee.

Monday’s arrest follows a four-
month long investigation into a
bloody brawl that ended with one
man shot and another man stabbed.

On Feb. 13, Deputies say at
around noon the bloody confronta-
tion erupted between the pair,
roughly a half block away from the
famous Frontier Inn in Raymond. The
stabbing victim managed to make his
way to the bar where someone inside
called 911. Mitchell was then taken to
an area hospital in critical condition suf-
fering from gunshot wounds while the

other man, listed in serious condition,
was also transported to an area hospital,
suffering from multiple stab wounds.

After completing their lengthy
investigation, Mountain Detectives
secured a warrant for Mitchell’s arrest
and he remains jailed with bail set at
$1 million.

Daniel Robert Mitchell, 30, has been
charged with attempted murder.

447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

PAMPER YOUR PET

Prestige Grooming
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

6/06



Business Directory
Charisse Lindsay Stindt

FARMERS

36754 Ave. 12 Ste. 101 • Madera

Madera (559) 645-4124
Fresno (559) 434-0709

Lic#0616281

Auto • Home • Life • Business

Ask about our new
reduced auto rates

VELVET TOUCH
CAR WASH

&
DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS

37341 Ave. 16, Madera Ranchos
Cash and Credit Accepted ... NO CHECKS

645-7032 or 999-6832
By appointment Only ... 2 hour maximum per vist

New stock put out daily
All must go ... down to the displays
Doors close when the last item sells

50% OFF50% OFF

645-1191
C&C Trucking

Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base
Base Rock • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock
• Rock Dust • Crushed Rock • Top Soil

1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B
Madera, CA 93638

37221 Ave. 12 Maywood Center
645-1202

DVD • VHS • GAMES
Movies, Shipping and More

TAKE
TWO
VIDEO

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
30 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Residential Sales • Property
Management • Real Estate

Investments • License Training
Cell. 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3772

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation

(559) 645-4351
SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

Ranchos Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

645-44475

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome,
4x4, Automatic/Standard

Awnings and
Lonas Del Valle

• Awning • Recovers
• Repairs • Boat Covers

• Auto Upholstery
All Canvas Repairs
15 years Experience

645-5109 313-8407
Lic. # B0006328

Commercial/Residential
with my material or yours

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation –
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00 REMOVE THE AGE FROM YOUR TILE,

MAKE IT LOOK NEW!!!

FREE
ESTIMATES

Commercial &
Residential

Call toll free 888-880-TILE
Thomson Tile Cleaning

8453

Pools • Spas • Decks
Showers • Fireplaces

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Elaine’s Animal Inn
3912 N. Hayston
Fresno, CA 93727
(559) 227-5959
fax (559) 227-5960

Elaine’s Animal Inn
40373 Brickyard Dr.
Madera, CA 93638
(559) 432-5959
fax (559) 432-5616

Free Estimates
Lic.# 814909

NOW OFFERING

645-5663

CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528 263-7864

Valley Green
Hydroseeding

Marion Pool
Service

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Repairs

• Full Service
or Chemical

Service • Equipment • Supplies
• Residential • Commercial

• Family Operated

KRAMM’S
YELLOW

HORSE RANCH
Sales • New babies each year

Ask about our beginners lessons
AQHA-APHA registered

FREE Manure – we’ll load your pickup

Larry & Rose Kramm, Owners
16291 Road 37, Madera

645-1087
www.kyhranch.com

Accredited Acute Care Hospital
Outpatient Surgery Center

Outpatient Center - X-ray, Open MRI,
Lab, Rehabilitation Therapy

Home Health Agency and LifeLine
Family Health Services Clinic

MCH

675-5555

Madera Community Hospital

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

YAMAHA

645-4545

NEW
MotorcycleDealer

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc.

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
NOW OPEN!

209-742-2251
Gary Suggs

Balance is the key to performance

AFA Certified
Farrier

All phases of farrier science with attention to detail

General Contractor Lic. #669920

(559) 645-1392

Vinyl Sliding • Garage Doors
Patio Covers/Lattice

Wall & Attic Insulation
Dual Pane Windows • Gutters

LANDSCAPING
QUESTIONS?

for info on
consultations call

645-7606
37476 Ave. 12 • Madera

FERNWOOD
NURSERY

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Family Portraits • Weddings
• Seniors • Baby Shots • Quinceñeras

Pictures
by Betty

DAY 645-5269
233-7119NIGHTTIME

WEEKENDS

CALL BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL •
• ROCK • BASE ROCK •

• GRADING • DRIVEWAYS •
• HOUSE PADS •

289-1743

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

Diana J. Tucker
381-55879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

448-9484
11040 Hwy. 41 Ste. B

James Parker
Owner

ASE Master Tech Certified

FARM EQUIPMENT • FENCES
TRAILERS • GENERAL WELDING

ANY WELDING NEEDS
AROUND THE HOME

645-5287
Scott Gambill

WELDING
SERVICE

SCOTTíS PORTABLE

645-1212

HOME LOANS
37144 AVE. 12 #103 • MADERA RANCHOS
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

• By Appointment

• (559) 645-6261 office

• (559) 709-4929 cell

16601 Monreal Rd. • Madera Ranchos

Closing Loans and Opening Doors Since 1960.

Serving the Ranchos community
since 2001

Guild Mortgage is here for you!
contact Oscar Segura

For all of your mortgage needs: purchase, refinance
or One-Time-Close construction-to-perm.

Many financing options available.

Carmina Rodriguez

559-430-7640

“Hablo Español”

Realtor® DRE #01702451

Office 559-675-2150

425 N. Gateway Dr., Ste. M, Madera, CA 93637

“No Excuses Just Results”

41428 Ave. 10 1/2 Ste.B
Madera, CA 93638

Oscar Anaya
Senior Loan Officer

645-7540
6/06

6/06

cell 999-9005

3717 LOS OSOS CT. MADERA• 4 bed, 2 ba.Approx. 2,100 sq. ft. Great
cul-de-sac location. Vaulted ceilings, fireplace, walk-in closets. New kitchen
appliances, countertops. Tons of cabinets. Three-car garage and fully land-
scaped front yard, fully fenced backyard. Must see! $416,000

Nicole Lerno
your Ranchos Realtor

6/06

36711 Ave. 12 MADERA RANCHOS • 4 bed, 2 ba. Approx. 2,600 sq.
ft. Attached office or Mother-in-law set up for residential or commercial
use. New construction! Built-ins, jacuzzi tub, lots of cement work and
yard to be landscaped. Wheelchair access, wide doors, handrails.
Sprinklers, gas appliances. Must see! $599,000 6/06 cell 999-9005

Nicole Lerno
your Ranchos Realtor

5/3ba., 2400 sq. ft., Large home & pool, home is vacant, lockbox.
Bonus room could be used for guests, it has its own private bath-
room. Almost 2 acres, 3 car garage, easy access to Freeway 41, min-
utes to Fresno, shopping and Valley Children’s Hospital. Zoned for
large animals.Owner is a licensed Real Estate Agent.

Scrivner
Real Estate
1901 Howard Rd., Ste. F

Madera, CA 93637

Great Buy!
Office: (559) 661-6200

6/06

JERRY EDDINGS,
REALTORS

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. 102
Madera Ranchos

559-645-1890
Home completely remodeled. 3 bedroom 2 bath.
Inside utility. Dual pane windows. New roof, well
and pump. New Certainteed© weather siding (fiber-
glass). 1.20 acres. Fenced. $369,900.

6/06

Just listed on 2.52 acres
in the Ranchos. Unique
country property, dual-
rock fireplace, great
room with high ceilings
and a loft, wood plank
flooring in dining area.
Over 2,000 sq. ft. and

over 1,100 sq. ft. detached shop. There is also an
inground pool with a rock waterfall for your enjoyment.
Priced at $525,000. Please call for viewing at 661-6200.

Scrivner
Real Estate
1901 Howard Rd., Ste. F

Madera, CA 93637

Great Buy!

Office: (559) 661-6200

559-232-5108
Since 1984

call

36580 AVE 12, MADERA RANCHOS -
3/2, Nearly 1800 sf on Ave. 12. Use as
residence and business, investment
property or rental. Other uses possible
with conditional use permit. Under
$500,000. Owner may carry. 36946 Ave. 12 • Madera, CA 93638

Mel Wilkins

We re open Monda t roug Frida
ro a. . p. .

We are a so avai a e a ter ours and on wee ends
appoint ent or our convenience.

RANCHOS MORTGAGE

37193 Ave. 12, Ste. 3D
Madera Ranchos

F A C SM A .C M

645-5219

So e o t e progra s avai a e

o one down First i e o e u er
e inance cas out/de t conso idation

ne ti e c ose construction oan
Fi ed A Ms and interest on

o nco e eri ication rogra
Credit pro e s and an ruptc

We are our neig or ood ortgage co
pan ocated in t e Ma wood Center ere to
serve a our o e oan needs. At anc os

Mortgage ou can a wa s e pect onest
and pro essiona is .

Close a loan and receive a

vacation getaway!

Many to choose from!

6/06
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2 yr. old home on 2.25 ac. nestled in orange trees. Kit.
w/ breakfast bar. Lrg. great room w/ vaulted ceiling, Master w/ slider to backyard,
jack & jill ba., indoor utility, rain gutters, ceiling fans, landscaping in front & back,
zoned for large animals.

5 Bed
3 Ba.

$549,000

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

Lovely brand new home on beautiful high 2.25 ac. lot zoned for horses. Home
includes upgraded tile flooring & counters, double ovens, gas cooktop, walk-in
pantry, isolated bedroom and bath, covered patio, 3-car garage, fenced and cross-
fenced.

3 Bed
2 Ba.

$459,000
35949 Ave. 13

2 story home on 2.25 ac. zoned for horses. Tiled entryway, hardwood floors, cov-
ered front porch and wraparound patio. Bay windows, French doors, freshly paint-
ed and new roof too! Huge detached garage and all located approx. 1 mile from
Liberty High.

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

17308 Paula Rd.

4 Bed
3 Ba.

$439,000
36729 Blanca

6 Bed
4 Ba.

$590,000
16252 Paula Rd.

Custom home on 1.15 ac. Nice floorplan, living room w/bay window, fam. rm
w/vaulted ceiling & plantshelf, master w/walk-in closet. Isolated bedroom & bath,
spacious open kitchen, dining nook w/bay window, walk-in pantry, laundry room,
finished 2-car garage,

3 Bed
2.5 Ba.

$539,000
36875 Ave. 12

Beautiful home on 1/3 acre corner lot. Perfect for home or business. Great Room
w/ soaring ceilings masonary fireplace & french doors, spacious kit. w/ breakfast
bar. Master w/ huge walk-in closet & deluxe ba. Finished 3 car garage includes
bath, built-in cabinets.

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

2064 ASHLAN, CLOVIS - 1,800 sf.
3/2 with extra room. Large MBR,
FR, fireplace, covered patio.
Being remodeled. $450,000.

2556 E. SOLAR, FRESNO - 4 BR, 3
BA Granville. 2,367 sf. Spa tub,
pool, pellet stove, network cabling.
Too much to list. $539,000

258 W. SAN JOSE, FRESNO - 3 BR, 2
BA in quiet Fig Garden area. 1,715 sf.
Hardwood floors, mature landscap-
ing. $355K. OWNER MUST SELL!

611 N. 3RDST., FRESNO - 3 BR, 1 BA
MOVE-INREADY. Newly remodeled
throughout. New carpets, flooring.
Sprinklers.Greatstarterhome.$189,950.

2266 E. TYLER, FRESNO - 3 BR, 1
BA. 910 sf. Open floor plan, fenced
yard, lg. back yard, Cottage look,
ready to move in. $195,000.

398+ acres. Ave. 15 west of Rd.
35½. $25K/acre. Long range devel-
opment. Williamson Act now. Full
parcel Only. Owner/Agent Related.

Prime 1+ acre located on corner of
Avenue 12. $475,000. CALL NOW!

OTHER LAND AVAILABLE

39+ ac. Ave. 9 west of Rd. 36.
$40,000/acre. Horses now, deep
well with HD pump. Investment!
Full parcel only.

MADERA PISTACHIO ORCHARD -
Approximately 20 acres of prime
ag land. Most trees approximately
30 years old. $269K. Sale Pending.

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell

Vacant Land

Farms & Ranches

Other Properties

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770

6697 E. HERITAGE AVE., CLOVIS -
3,589 sf. 4/3 custom home w/Guest
Suite. RV possible, Clovis schools.
$988,000.

25786 AVE. 19, MADERA - 2,706 sf.
4/3 NEW CONSTRUCTION! 9 ft. ceil-
ings, granite counters, jacuzzi.
$610K. Owner/Agent Related. CALL!

2544 SAMPLE AVE., CLOVIS -
1,475 sf. 3/2, Roman tub, sprin-
klers, high ceilings, tile roof,
skylights, RV parking. $325K.
MUST SELL! MAKE OFFER.

ATTENTION:
Real Estate Agents

Large Office Space Available!

3,431square feet

largest space

available

in the area

CONTACT ED AJLOUNY 559-645-4523
email eajlouny@gmail.com

• Located in the Madera Ranchos
• High traffic area

• Busy, well-known shopping center
• Below market rates

• No triple net
• Move-in bonus

also available - 7,200 square foot Build-to-Suit pad



Home Gym complete with all stations,
bench press, leg press, rowing, abs. New
cost $1,300, first $500 takes. Call 645-6138

Ranchos Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Ranchos
Handyman. Whether the job is big or small
the Handyman can do it all. Call Ohan for
estimates. Now available: house painter.
645-6924

Gutter Doctor specializing in both continu-
ous & standard rain gutters. • Unusual jobs •
Air conditioning service. Yearly cleaning. 29
years working in the area. 559-822-2759

Tractor discing, grading, mowing, trench-
ing, drilling, home irrigation systems. Call
645-4932

Lot discing, mowing and scraping. Call
Thomas at 645-6068

Discing, mowing, trenching and light trac-
tor work. Tractor rototilling. Call Neal at
645-1200 or 285-8211

House pads, lot leveling, driveways,
trenching and concrete work. 559-970-4476
or 559-645-1500
Underground utilities installed. Call 645-
1500

Molly’s Alterations, tailoring, custom
made, repairs and leathers. Fast service.
Located at 36619 Ave. 12 or call 645-5527

Oro Financial, ABLE TO LOAN TODAY.
Credit not a problem. Cash for trust deeds.
Mobile home on land. 438-9999

Window Cleaning Special. Most windows
$5 inside/out! Includes screen cleaning/track
vac. Prices may vary for large, irregular or

commercial sizes. Fully insured. Call Nick
285-1723 Free estimates.

Gerald Scheffing Painting, “Best in the West”
for 35 years. Call 674-2320. Lic. # 313070

For Rent – 400sq.ft. Office space for rent
in Madera Ranchos. 36733 Avenue 12
Unite A. Handicap accessible with ramp
and restroom. $575.00 per month
includes power and water. Call 999-9005
for more info.
FREE – Mature water pond plants. Many
to choose from . Call 645-4948 for more
info.

For Sale – 4 wheeler for sale- needs
minor work and 3 not running 3wheelers
and extra parts. $1500.00 takes all Call
645-4948 for more info.

For Sale- Pool Table, 8ft. professional,
solid wood, leather pockets, 1” slate,
w/accessories, Armith balls, Simonis
cloth, 4 cues, ect. Never used. Cost
$4,500. Sacrifice $1,275. Call 230-0486

For Sale – Pool Table 2005 model, never
used, life time warranty, can deliver. Cost
$4000. Sacrifice $975. Call 275-8813.

For Sale- Hot Tub/Spa, Absolute all new
2006, loaded digital, 44 chrome jets,
ozone, waterfall, never used. Cost $8,200.
Sacrifice $3,875. w/warranty Call 360-
9047

For Sale – Spa, brand new, loaded, war-
renty.$2,375 Call 275-8813

For Sale -Bedroom Set 7 pc. solid cher-
rywood, sleigh bed, nightstand,
dresser/mirror, chest, dovetailed drawers,
never used, cost $7,000. Sacrifice $1,875
Extra pieces avail. Call 277-2511

For Sale – Queen Pillowtop mattress/box,
cost $500 sacrifice $195. Never used. In
plastic Call 230-0486

For Sale- Queen Plush Pillowtop brand
new mattress/box. Cost $700 Sacrifice
$275. King, cost $900, sacrifice $395 in
plastic w/warranty. Call 277-2511

For Sale – King Pillowtop mattress/box,
cost $600 sacrifice $295, brand new in
plastic. Call 438-0248

Moving Sale – Must sell Noritake China
(set of 8), 6ft office/computer desk, Oak
Wurlitzer console piano w/bench. Call for
details 645-0514

Business Opportunity – Are you a self
starter ? Run your own tax business. No
cost, Must be able to work with numbers.
Call Jim 645-0972

For Rent - 2 House Rentals - One in the
Ranchos and One in Trigo has 3 bed-
rooms 2 bath $875.00 and $900.00 per
month. Call for more info706-0301

For Rent- 400 sq. ft. Office space for
rent in Madera Ranchos.36733 Avenue 12
Unite A. Handicap accessible with ramp
and restroom. $575.00 per month includes

power and water. Call 999-9005 for more
info.

Found - A set of Keys were found on
Road 37 and Avenue 12. Call and
describe 645-0634

Sewing Service- Learn to Sew with the
You Can Make It Sewing Program. For
class information call Pamela Polach at
559-822-6400 or visit www.youcan-
makeit.com

Child Care Service - Ranchos Babysitting
references available. Will work in your
home , Trustworthy, honest, and hard-
working. Experience with large families
and single children. Fri-Sat only. Call
Olga at 645-4801 or cell 960-5314

Help Wanted- Part time office secretary
needed in Madera Ranchos call 824-0979
for application

Classified Advertising
Page 28 June 2006

SPREAD THE NEWS!
Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93638

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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