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A YOUNG DOG WAS SHOT IN BOTH OF ITS FRONT LEGS AND ONCE
IN ITS SIDE WITH BIRDSHOT, BREAKING BOTH OF ITS LEGS.
ARD THEN WAS ABANDONED. THE DOG WAS FOUND NEAR AVENVE 2. By DJ Becker

A starving, and seriously injured
young dog was found just before dark on
May 10, collapsed, riddled with bullet
holes, and struggling to survive on a rural
road just south of Avenue 12 in The
Madera Ranchos. X-rays revealed the
emaciated, 11-pound dog was unable to
walk due to being shot repeatedly with
what appeared to be birdshot, fracturing
both his front legs, with another shot en-
tering his side and both his hind quarters,
and fracturing a toe. Information on the
shooting incident is being sought by the
Madera County Sheriff’s Office.

Residents commented that the shoot-
ing incident was extremely disturbing and
questioned whether the helpless dog had
been used for target practice or repeatedly
shot in the legs as some kind of torture or
for sick amusement. Intentionally aban-
doning or injuring an animal is a crime and
considered felony animal cruelty under
California law, Penal Code 597.1, punish-
able by fines up to $1,000 and up to 6
months in jail.

The Madera County Animal Shelter

W\\W%\‘

had alledgedly refused to accept the dog
and his four other littermates from an es-
tate caretaker on April 25, after the owner
had died, according to representatives of
the estate, potentially resulting in the five
dogs being abandoned to fend for them-
selves for weeks in the area of the Madera
Ranchos canal.

Social media sites NextDoor and
Facebook are full of residents’ com-
plaints that the Madera County Animal
Control and Services Department is not
doing its job, refusing to pick up or ac-
cept the many unwanted, hungry, and
collapsing stray dogs and cats found by
or brought in by residents. Due to an ap-
parent ongoing contract dispute, the
Madera County animal shelter has not
been accepting or limiting most animals
from city residents or even city animal
control officers for many months or
longer. Residents claim they are being
told to “chase the stray animals off their
property or feed, take care of it, or han-
dle it themselves.”

The friendly dog, now named “Hot

Mess” Benny due to
%ﬁ the severity of his
many injuries, was
found and picked up
by Megan Bowe, of
Bowe’s Animal Res-
cue, a nonprofit dog
rescue funded solely
by donations in the
Madera Ranchos. He
was immediately
taken to a veterinar-
ian for emergency
treatment. Two other
starving young dogs

believed to be littermates were also
found in the area and rescued by Bowe.

Both of Benny’s front legs are cur-
rently splinted to stabilize the bone
fractures caused by the gunshots, ac-
cording to Bowe, in the hope that some
of the damaged bones may begin to
heal. If not, the left front leg may have
to be amputated, she said. “He would
not have lasted much longer out in that
orchard. But he wanted to live. He’s
still fighting to live, so I’m not giving
up on him.” Bowe said.

An investigation into the circum-
stances of the dogs’ abandonment and
shooting is ongoing with the Madera
County Sheriff’s Department. Anyone
with information on the shooting and or
situation of the dog is asked to call the
Madera County Sheriff’s Department at
559-675-7928. The dispatch line is an-
swered 24/7.

A GoFundMe account has been set
up by Bowe’s Animal Rescue to pro-
vide ongoing veterinary care for Benny
and to support other injured or abused
animals found in Madera.

Amy Toler, Director of Animal
Services for Madera County, was con-
tacted for a comment on the situation.
She said,

“Regarding the property on Road
26, our officer has been in contact with
the property owner, who is in the
process of selling her late aunt’s estate.
Unfortunately, five dogs were left on
the property, and our department was
not contacted at the time. For over a
year, the dogs have been cared for by a
family friend and were observed by my
officer to be in good health. The prop-
erty owner agreed to relinquish the
dogs, pay the fees, and arranged for the
friend to transport them to the shelter.
However, she did not inform him of the
relinquishment fees. Upon learning
about the fee, and after being denied
payment assistance from Mr. Tice (her
brother), the friend chose to leave with
the dogs.”

It appears there has been some mis-
information shared regarding the con-
versations that took place between my
staff and the niece, nephew, and their
family friend. To be clear, at no point
did any member of my team advise
them to euthanize or abandon the dogs.

Despite our limited shelter capac-
ity at the time, we made a good-faith ef-
fort to assist by offering to accept the
animals through proper relinquishment.
Our goal has always been, and contin-
ues to be, the welfare of the animals
and clear, compassionate communica-
tion with the community.

“Smart Pay”
Madera Taxes

The Madera County
Treasurer-Tax Collector An-
nounces Board Approval for
Easy Smart Pay Program

The Madera County Treasurer-Tax
Collector’s Office is pleased to an-
nounce the launch of the Easy Smart
Pay program; a new, flexible, and se-
cure option for property owners to pay
their current secured property taxes in
affordable monthly installments. Ap-
proved by the Madera County Board of
Supervisors on March 18, this conven-
ient payment solution is designed to
make staying current on property taxes
easier by replacing large lump-sum
payments with manageable monthly
contributions.

“We’re excited to bring Easy
Smart Pay to Madera County resi-
dents” said Tracy Kennedy, Madera
County Treasurer-Tax Collector. “This
program provides a simple, budget-
friendly way for property owners to
manage their annual tax obligations. It
helps them stay on track while contin-
uing to support the essential public
services our communities depend on.”

The Easy Smart Pay program of-
fers the following benefits: « Easy En-
rollment — Quick and user-friendly
sign-up process ¢ Flexible Monthly
Payments — Break up your annual
property taxes into manageable
monthly payments ¢ Automatic Re-
minders — Stay on schedule with help-
ful payment reminders ¢ Payment
History Access — Easily track your
payments through the online platform.

To enroll, this program is now
available to all current secured prop-
erty taxpayers and is designed to en-
hance the overall tax payment
experience. Visit
maderacounty.com/treasurer for more
information.

Disclaimer: Easy Smart Pay is a
privately owned and operated com-
pany that partners with County Tax
Collector’s offices across California to
offer property tax payment options for
taxpayers who do not have an impound
or escrow account. Easy Smart Pay is
not a lender or bank and does not pro-
vide funds to pay property taxes. The
company also does not collect or store
credit card information and does not
sell or share personal information.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Kiwanis Korner

Area Kiwanis Deliver Student Awards

By Sally Rowden

The Flatlander’s Parade and Craft Fair was a fun event for all. From walk-
ing in the parade and handing out prizes to the children along the parade route,
to visiting with community members at our Kiwanis booth made it a rewarding
day. Thank you all for the community support. And thanks Katie Harr, our Ki-
wanis Chair, for organizing, planning and follow-through.

We also sponsored Alex’s Taco Truck. Great Mexican food. If you’re hav-
ing an event you might want to give ‘em a call. Contact them at 559-355-4725.
Extremely tasty.

Several folks that stopped by our booth purchased raffle tickets for our
Western Dinner Bell Raffle Tub. The winning ticket was drawn on Saturday,
June 14. The individual with the matching number was Steve Tunner, who was
visiting from Utah. His sister is Alma Griffen from the Bonadelle Ranchos.
Enjoy that handcrafted dinner bell with all the savory accessories. Thanks go to
our member Rod Chaney for his dinner bell craftmanship.

As mentioned in last month's news article, we want to highlight all student

From left, Addyson Imperatice, Savannah Hieger and Sienna Perez are the recipients of the
Kiwanis - John Minney Liberty High School Scholarships, complete with a $1,200 award check.
Jacob Wells, recipient of the Kiwanis Hope of America Award at Ranchos Middle School stands
next to Andrea Pille, Kiwanis Student Awards Chairperson.

recipients of our end-of-the-year scholarships and awards. Let’s start with our
Character Counts Bicycle Giveaway Awards at our three elementary schools:
Sierra View, Stone Creek, and Webster. From Sierra View Elementary the re-
cipients are Emmalyn lves (2nd Grade) and Carson Shows (1st Grade). From
Stone Creek Elementary the recipients are Juliet Macadangdang (5th Grade) and
Graham Bezzerides (6th Grade). And, from Webster Elementary the recipients
are Lane Elkins (Kindergarten) and Kayden Franklin (6th Grade). Each of these
students demonstrated academic accomplishments, leadership, and good char-
acter as selected by each school’s faculty and administration. Along with these
honored achievements each student received a bicycle and helmet. Congratula-
tions to each of you.

Next are the two Hope of America Awards presented at our Ranchos Mid-
dle School. Sophia Allen and Jacob Wells, both 8th Graders, were the recipi-
ents. The criteria to be a recipient of this award is to display leadership qualities,
ethical/moral character, and academic competency. The selection committee was
the Ranchos Middle School Faculty. Each recipient also received a $100 check.
Congratulations Sophia and Jacob.

Then our John Minney — Liberty High School Scholarship recipients were
Savannah Hieger, Addyson Imperatrice, and Sienna Perez. The criteria for qual-
ifying for this scholarship is based upon the student’s GPA of 2.5 or above, ac-
tivities in the community, a written personal essay, and two letters of
recommendation. Each of these students received a $1,200 scholarship check.

We had the pleasure of meeting

each of these students and their fami- Please see KIWANIS on P. 4
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lies as they joined us at a Meet N Greet
on May 29. It was exciting to hear of their
future educational plans. Savannah is
headed to California State University,
Fresno studying History and Political Sci-
ence. Her plans are to become a history
teacher. Addyson will head to the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles to study
Political Science. With a goal of becom-
ing an attorney. Then Sienna is traveling
to California Polytechnic State University
studying nutrition. Her goal is to become
a nutritionist. Congratulations to each of

you and much success.

A huge thanks goes out to Andrea
Pille, our Kiwanis Awards/Scholarship
Fundraising Chair. It was a success be-
cause of her commitment to getting a job
done. And, we want to thank again, the
following for saying yes to Andrea:
Bubba Water Truck Service, Inc., Mr.
John Minney, McCaffery Homes, MGA
Liquor, Pistoresi Ambulance, Prewitt
Dental, S & K Mini Mart, Valley Propane,
and Wight Water Pool Service and Sup-
plies. Your giving will support a future
history teacher, attorney, and nutritionist.

www.RanchosKiwanis.com
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If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you
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Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

Ukraine may not have "the cards,"
as President Trump put it, but it does
have drones. They were used to great
effect over the weekend in an auda-
cious attack within Russia that has fo-
cused the world's attention on a
revolution in warfare.

A badly outmanned and outgunned
country just reached far inside its ad-
versary's territory to destroy or damage
hugely expensive, nuclear-capable
strategic aircraft with low-cost drones
basically indistinguishable from ones
available on Amazon.

It's not quite David versus Goliath,
because the Russian giant is not going
to be felled by the blow, but the diplo-
matic and psychological impact of the
raid could be profound, as Ukraine
seeks to demonstrate to the West its
staying power.

For creativity and outsized effect
with widely available devices, the
Ukrainian attack is in the same league
as Israel's beeper attack on Hezbollah
operatives in Lebanon last year. Both
operations also carry a message about
new vulnerabilities -- to a compro-
mised supply chain and to a surprise
drone attack -- that should make us
take notice.

We've just watched the equivalent
of aviation legend Billy Mitchell's
demonstration in 1921 when he had

The Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2025, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales Emeritus
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RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“WHEN IT COMES TO
KEEPING AMERICA
STRONG, WHEN IT
COMES TO KEEPING
AMERICA GREAT ...
THEN NONE OF US
CAN AFFORD TO
BE SIMPLY A
DEMOCRAT OR A

’ REPUBLICAN. WE
MUST ALL STAND
UNITED AS
AMERICANS.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

The Future of Warfare is Here

U.S. planes sink a former German bat-
tleship, in a display of the emerging
potency of air power.

Ukraine's Operation Spider Web
combined Mission Impossible-style in-
trigue -- the drones were secreted
within Russia and some of them
launched from containers attached to
trucks, unbeknownst to the drivers --
with clever innovation.

The attacks spanned several time
zones and hit 41 Russian aircraft, ac-
cording to the Ukrainians. The opera-
tion was the latest iteration of a
cat-and-mouse drone war between
Ukraine and Russia. The Ukraine con-
flict is essentially a war of attrition,
yet it is anything but static, as the
means of waging it change almost by
the week. Offensive innovation is met
with defensive countermove, trigger-
ing another change on offense.

Drones are vulnerable to elec-
tronic jamming? Then, they'll be con-
trolled by massive spools of fiber optic
cable. Drones threaten supply routes?
Then, the roads will be covered with
netting. And drones will be attacked by
other drones. What the siren of the
Stuka dive-bomber was to the
Blitzkrieg -- an unmistakable herald of
a new way of waging war -- the high-
pitched whirr of the drone is to the
Ukraine war.

Estimates are that drones now in-
flict about 70 percent of casualties on
both sides, and there are literally mil-
lions of them. Russia deployed
roughly 4 million drones last year, and
Ukraine about 1.5 million. We have
much to learn from all this. After last
weekend, every commander of a U.S.
base should be thinking anew about
potential vulnerability to drone attack,
and it's not hard to imagine the Chi-
nese utilizing drones to execute a
wide-ranging strike in the Western Pa-
cific if Beijing goes after Taiwan.

Once a leader in drone technology
when its Predators were taking out tar-
gets in the War on Terror, the U.S.
hasn't kept up with the adaptations
happening in the Ukraine war. In-
evitably, our own bureaucratic
processes are our worst enemy.

As head of the U.S. National
Drone Association, Nathan Ecel-
barger, writes, the system for acquir-
ing drones "remains deeply flawed,

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 8
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Do | Tip Myself for Self Serve? 4

Somewhere between the invention
of the self-checkout lane and the rise of
the QR code menu, customer service qui-
etly packed its bags and left the building.
I must have missed the farewell party.
Probably because | was on hold with an
automated operator who was cheerfully
unable to understand the phrase, “repre-
sentative, please,” no matter how many
times | shouted it into the phone.

I used to think of customer service
as, well, a service. A smiling human be-
hind a counter. A friendly voice answer-
ing the phone. A person who could take
care of the situation without summoning
a manager, having a math degree, or per-
haps divine intervention. These days if
you want help, you better be prepared to
help yourself, and heaven help you if you
actually need help doing that.

Take grocery stores for example.
Once upon a time, there was a lane with
a cashier and a bagger. Now there’s a row
of soulless kiosks

nyre

it around the store. It just hadn’t made its
way into the kiosk menu yet. | flagged
someone down, explained the situation,
and was met with a barely suppressed
eyeroll as he had to stop what he was
doing to take an order. Then he spun the
screen around for me to tap my card and
I was greeted with the request for atip. A
tip for taking an order with absolutely
zero positive interaction. A tip for taking
an order I could have placed myself had
they actually up-

blinking like slot
machines. | scan,

dated their kiosk
software.

sadley > DRILLING AND
sy~ PUMP SERVICE

_&_
PUMP SYSTEMS
Same Day Service

674-1663
36691 Ave. 12 Family Owned
Madera Ranchos Seuce 1976
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bag and pay all by
myself — and if |
make one false
move, an atten-
dant, who’s keep-
ing watch over all
of us like that one

Now the customer experience
seems to be measured in how few
humans are involved and how many
steps we’re willing to take to do it
ourselves. And somehow, despite
all this automation, the prices keep
going up and the quality keeps

I’m  certain
that the companies
are convincing
themselves  that
they are making
things easier on us.
They’ve cut staff,
made the cus-
tomers do the work

coworker who
thinks she’s your going down.
supervisor,  gets
summoned  and

and given us more
technical problems

stomps over like |
tried to rob the place. Which I might con-
sider if | keep doing all the work and not
getting the employee discount.

Last week 1’d run into the store to
grab a few missing ingredients for dinner
and thought 1’d save time in self-check-
out since the rest of the cashier-manned
lines were backed up. All was going well
until I couldn’t get something to scan.
When | flagged the attendant down, she
looked at me as though I called on her on
her day off to scan an artichoke for me
because | couldn’t be bothered.

Even restaurants have embraced the
whole self-service model. | went into a
fast-food restaurant the other day to use
the bathroom and get a snack and no one
was working the front counter. | stood
there a minute until | realized that the em-
ployees milling around in the back
weren’t going to do more than look at me
funny, so | wandered to the kiosk to take
my own order. | looked through the
menu, only the item | wanted wasn’t
there. They sold it. They had pictures of

that we seem to
have to solve ourselves, all while raising
prices. Somewhere in corporate head-
quarters there’s a whiteboard with the
phrase: “How can we make the customer
do everything and still feel grateful?”
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not op-
posed to convenience. I’m grateful for
technology when it works, but we’ve
reached a point where convenient means
figure it out for yourself and don’t com-
plain. And it appears the only backup
plan when one of these “convenient” self-
serve kiosks breaks is a surly attendant
who just shrugs and says they don’t know
how it works either. Which, let’s face it,
is probably true because companies who
go all-in on self-service don’t really put a
lot of stock in proper training, either.
Here’s the other thing: taking the in-
teractions away from the customers also
affects the employees. Developing cus-
tomer service skills doesn’t just include
human interaction, but problem-solving,

= il Developing
d Land Surveying
and Civil
[ T Engineering Design
| JENGINEERING soutons
S O : z : with our clients
A solid foundation for your next project and the
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since 2008
Civil Land Underground
Engineering Surveying Locating 559-645-4849
(104 = o
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( ] e, 'S 10878 Hfghway 4
b Madera
o ®
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conflict resolution, resourcefulness and em-
pathy. All of which are important skills for
both our professional and our private lives.

Now the customer experience seems
to be measured in how few humans are in-
volved and how many steps we’re willing
to take to do it ourselves. And somehow,
despite all this automation, the prices keep
going up and the quality keeps going down.
If I’m placing the order, swiping my card,
tipping at the register, fetching my own
food and bussing my own table, am | the
customer or the intern?

| appreciate the convenience, but I also

miss the days when you could call someone
on the phone if you had a question as op-
posed to wading through a sea of “Fre-
quently Asked Questions” seven clicks
deep on the website. Call me old-fashioned,
| suppose, but I think we can integrate au-
tomation without losing positive interaction
when it calls for it. I don’t mind checking
myself out at a grocery store. | don’t mind
scanning my items and putting them into
bags, but I shouldn’t have to smile at myself
and tell me to have a nice day. | can’t do
everything, and yet it appears that is exactly
what is expected of me. At this point, |
think the only thing | haven’t done is clock
in and collect a paycheck.

-
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Staying in My Lane

Where might | be if I
stood on the edge of a cliff
looking 1,000 feet down to
the ocean, held a baby lamb,
drove on the left side of
crazy-narrow streets, stepped
into places once occupied by
kings and queens, saw a beau-
tifully adorned manuscript of

Download apps
airline, hotels, amusement
parks, etc. Tripit automagi-
cally compiles your itinerary
when you forward your confir-
mation emails so they’re all in

for your

one place.

Tasks — Put a hold on
your mail by visiting
www.usps.com or fill out the
form at the post office.
Arrange care for pets and

plants. Put house lights on a
timer and secure valuables.
Give a trusted neighbor or
friend your itinerary, contact
info and where to find vital
info in case disaster strikes.
Ensure that any bills coming
due are paid prior to your de-
parture.

Storage — Use a large
plastic folder to store your
trip information and resources
— reservation confirmations,

the gospels tickets, pack-
dating back ing checklist,
over 1,208 Since trip planning list ) Otf pre-
years, and . _ , : . scriptions,
had my first Isn°t my _forte’ I"m going etc. You can
taste of Gui- tO stay in my lane and ;50 use the

ness in a pub
built in 1198.

offer tips on how to pre-
pare for a trip that’s al-

folder to col-
lect brochures

If you had ready planned. and memora-
guessed Ire- bilia while
land, you’'d away.
be correct. I’m a huge
What a grand time. To top fan of packing cubes (avail-
it all off, our daughter, able on Amazon). Pack each
Rachel, did the research, itin- person’s clothes, undies,
erary, reservations, and 99 swimwear, etc. in their own

percent of the driving. Thank
you, Rache. You did a great
job staying in your lane.

Since trip planning isn’t
my forte, I’m going to stay in
my lane and offer tips on how
to prepare for a trip that’s al-
ready planned.

Research — Check the
weather for your destina-
tion. Even though it was

May, we packed for winter
and summer. We were glad
we did as we were in rain-
coats and boots most of the
time.

Do an internet search for
a packing list based on your
destination. Add a list of
medications you need to
pack. Check the hotel ameni-
ties so you know if you need
a hair dryer, swim towels,
etc.

packing cubes or extra-large
Ziplock bags. Label each bag
with the person’s name and
category of items.

Use the inside of shoes to
pack small items stored inside
small resealable bags. Put
shoes in extra-large resealable
bags and place them near the
wheels of the suitcase so they
don’t crush clothing. Pack
some extra bags for wet suits,
snacks, etc.

For airplane carry-ons, be
sure to have liquids, gels,
creams, and pastes in travel-
size containers no more than
3.4 ounces each and only what
will fit in one quart-size
clear, zipped bag. Larger size
containers must be in checked
baggage.

Please see ORGANIZED on P. 8
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MORE Oldies
But Goodies

(June 2015)

Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, |
have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and | hope you enjoy them
all over again.

I was telling you about a cook-
book Randy found for me in a
thrift shop. It is Honest American
Fare by Bert Greene, published in
1981 by Contemporary Books, Inc.
Mr. Greene was a cookbook author
and food columnist for the New
York Daily News from 1979 until
his death in 1988. It was his con-
tention that basic American food
was some of the best in the world
and he put together a book of just
such recipes. Let’s go back 34
years and see.

| love yogurt and of course my
favorite flavor is lemon. So when
| saw this recipe for a lemon yo-
gurt cake, I thought how could it
not be delicious?

Lemon Yogurt Cake

1 C unsalted butter, softened

1% C granulated sugar

4 eggs

1 T grated lemon rind

L tsp. vanilla

2 Y% C sifted all-purpose flour

1 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. baking soda

Y tsp. salt

% pint unflavored yogurt

% C finely ground almonds

Y% C lemon juice

Preheat oven to 350. Beat the
butter in large bowl until light and
fluffy. Slowly beat in 1 cup sugar.
Beat in eggs, one at a time, and
beating thoroughly after each ad-
dition. Beat in lemon rind and
vanilla.

Sift the flour with baking pow-
der, baking soda and salt. Add
flour mixture to the butter in three
parts, alternating with three parts
yogurt. Fold in ground almonds.
Pour into a buttered and floured 9
inch tube pan.

Bake cake until a toothpick in-
serted in center comes out clean,
about 1 hour. Cool on wire rack 5
minutes.

Meanwhile, heat remaining %
cup sugar with lemon juice in

'@é Jean Briner

small sauce pan until sugar dis-
solves. Slowly pour over cake, al-
lowing mixture to soak in. Cool
cake completely in pan before un-
molding.

As 1I’ve told you in previous
articles, | love potatoes — cooked
just about any way you can fix
them. Years ago, my Aunt Alma
and | would sit in front of the
radio listening to soap operas and

-

eating raw potatoes and soda
crackers. | read recently that
Queen Elizabeth Il of England

hates potatoes — her loss!

I can remember my mom taking
left over mashed potatoes and fry-
ing them for another meal. She
would pat them out like little pan-
cakes, dredge them in flour and fry
them. She always used shortening
to fry with. I can remember many
a time getting my fingers slapped
trying to steal one or just a part of
one before the platter made it to
the table. The following recipe is
a little different take on my mom’s
leftover potatoes.

Pennsylvania
Dumplings

3 C cold mashed cooked pota-
toes

1 C (approximately) all-pur-
pose flour

2 egg yolks

% C grated Swiss or Parmesan
Cheese

Y% tsp. freshly grated nutmeg

Y4 C butter, melted

Salt and freshly ground pepper

Heat oven to 300 degrees.
Place potatoes on a floured surface
or in a large bowl. Work in 1 cup
flour, the egg yolks, cheese and
nutmeg by hand, adding more
flour, if necessary, to make soft
dough. Roll into ropes about one
inch in diameter. Slice into 1-inch
lengths. Press ends of dumplings
with the tines of a fork.

Drop dumplings 8 to 10 at a
time into a large kettle of boiling
salted water. Cook dumplings until
they float to the top, about 2 min-

Dutch Potato

Please see RECIPES on P. 16

ORGANIZED cont. from P. 7

If you’re like 90 percent
of the population with plain
black luggage, tie a brightly
colored ribbon to the handle
and wheel so you can identify
it no matter which way it

lands on the baggage
carousel.
Kids — Download Kkids’

games, shows, books on tape,
etc. and don’t forget the
headphones and chargers.
Amazon has kids’ ride-on and
scooter carry-ons that make
changing planes mid-trip a
lot easier.

Home again — Unpacking
isn't fun. Unfortunately, it
doesn't get more fun by put-
ting it off. Give yourself a
deadline. You’re finished
when travel items and empty
suitcases are returned to
their storage area and your
clean laundry is folded and
put away. Believe me, you’ll
be glad you did!

EDITORIAL cont. fromP. 5

overly bureaucratic and resistant to in-
novation."

We'll have to focus more on de-
fenses, too, from early detection to
counter-drone capabilities. The prob-
lem with using missiles to defeat
drones is the asymmetry in expense --
an SM-2 missile costs millions,
whereas a Houthi drone costs thou-
sands. And drone swarms could over-
come a battery of missiles.

This is the reason why the work of
next-generation defense firms like
Epirus, which has developed a scalable,
high-power microwave technology
platform that can knock a swarm of
drones from the sky, is so important.

What's happening in the Ukraine
war is the norm in human conflict. It's
adapt or watch your castle get reduced
to rubble, your fleet get sent to the bot-
tom of the ocean or a leg of your nu-
clear triad get assaulted by, essentially,
a plaything of hobbyists.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

© 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc

Ghreate a g/\,f)t f)z,@/m ;bke /!{e,a)z,)t
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts ‘

559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com

and Facebook “What's Up in the Ranchos”

Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee » Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

M&@@M'W‘%dﬂw

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730

* F'resno 447-5815
| spis551sY 36691 Avenue 12 + Madera Ranchos

Click on ““Local News’ at
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? v ~ % TIM DE MERA
Golden Valley Baptist Church P . -Owner/CEO".

Sunday School 9am ¢ Sunday Worship Service 10:30am TSRS i =118 Madera Ranchos Resident.
Wednesday Life Apps 6:30pm e All Ages ") N i B e
Women'’s Bible Study Thursdays 6:30pm

12414 Road 37 » Madera Ranchos
Email: GoldenValleyBaptistChurch@live.com

559-645-1700 9
Room Additions & General Contracting + Commercial & Residential
WE G'VE OUR BEST Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting
Concrete Foundations & Flatwork
FOR YOUR BUSINESS / TIMDEMERAQ@AOL.COM (559) 681-8947
S ey WWW.ALLSTAGECONSTRUCTION.COM
organize your business.

999-363-3498

We’re accepting NEW clients! Balanced Bookkeeping

@ﬁ[ﬂ@ﬁ&'@ﬂﬁ?

Balanced Bookkeeping & Business Solutions, LLC
www.BalancedBook.org ¢ christine@balancedbook.org

6/25

\.
hfui’“\

Let Us Eléwte Qfourﬁ\fext Event’

360° Photo Booth
Champagne, Charcuterie & Candy Carts
Balloon Garlands, Arches eI Decor
Popcorn & Snow Cone Machines

LIS CYHWYEY

T RIVER| faRIES0ae

Call, Text or Message Today!

www. TheRjverRentals.com 5 5 9 '660'2 j 2 7

@theriverrentals

6/25

Do not incline my heart
to any evil thing,

to practice wicked works

with men

who work iniquity...
PSALM 141:4

Saryousaw tinfe b

@2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
www. The Ranchos.com ? ’ 7

Detail of Reveolt by Kathe Kollwitz (1897)
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FOR THE4TH OF JULY

A28~y -SAN-< 60

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL CHAMBER AND LIBRARY AT THE WOOD C 'BOOTH

T~ ——

BECOME A MEMBER OF
MADERA RANCHOS’
GOLDEN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

REPRESENTING MADERA RANCHOS,
ROLLING HILLS, BONADELLE RANCHOS,
TESORO VIEJO AND RIVERSTONE.

SIGN UP IN THE MONTH OF JduLy, 2025
AND YOU WILL QUALIFY FOR OUR
NEw INTRODUCTORY $50 MEMBERSHIP
FOR NEwW MEMBERS.

CoNTACT THE CHAMBER OFFICE AT 559-645-4001
TO GET SIGNED UP NOW. HELP SUPPORT THE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AND LET’S BUILD OUuR COMMUNITY.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always the second
Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on Wednes-
day, July 9 and see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

6/25

Click on ““Local News™ at
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SUNDAYS! 9 216:30 AM
WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

FIND US ONLINE AND IN YOUR APP STORE FOR UPDATES ON EVENTS AND ALL OF OUR MINISTRIES

TRUTH. COURAGE. LEGACY.

1&2 TIMOTHY

INTHE MAYWOOD CENTER | 37193 AVE 12 #3H MADERA, CA 93636 | INFO@RCTS176.COM

— .| SUNDRAY SERVICES AT 9 & 10:30 AM
....... g S CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS FROM BIRTH-6TH GRADE

| Y 9 | JR HIGH 2ND SERVICE

L ’FlipsideChrislian Church Lee Kitchen :

| [P | YOUTH SUMMER SCHEDULE
=y 9 i | JR HIGH | WEDNESDAY MORNINGS )
(% M3569E3R3VECA29§2'346 HIGH SCHOOL | SUNDRAY AFTERNOONS

FOLLOW ONLINE TO SEE ALL EVENTS AND TIMES

SEE YOU SUNDRAVY!

www. The Ranchos.com
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« Dorothy Straight was just 4 years old when

she wrote and illustrated "How the World S—b e
Began" for her grandmother. It was officially rang
published two years later.

* Worms make up the majority of a robin's ng
diet, but it won't mind if you leave out a dessert

tray as well. In fact, robins are partial to pastry dough, fruit cake and coconut
cake.

« Flowers placed at a grave were originally brought to promote good will with the
spirit of the deceased.

* Movie director Guillermo del Toro owns a house containing a room with an
endless rainstorm projected onto all its windows and audio to match. He often
uses this room to write in.

« Red hair is the thickest hair color by strand.

e Chock full o'Nuts coffee does not contain nuts. It's named for a chain of nut
stores that the founder converted into coffee shops.

« On his deathbed, Steve Jobs asked for five different oxygen masks so he could
choose the one with the best design.

« The silhouette on the official NBA logo is Los Angeles Lakers guard Jerry West.
e Tsutomu Yamaguchi was in Hiroshima for work when the first A-bomb hit,
made it home to Nagasaki for the second, and lived to be 93.

* M&Ms were invented exclusively for American soldiers in World War Il.

« Lake Hillier in Western Australia stays a striking deep pink color all year long.
Some scientists believe its hue is due to high salt levels combined with a salt-
loving algae, Dunaliella salina, and a pink bacteria called halobacteria.e Tribal
African tongues and other languages describe blue and green as different shades
of the same color.

Thought for the Day: "Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stu-
pidity, and I'm not sure about the former." -- Albert Einstein

2025 King Features Synd., Inc

eal Esta

“Real estate is

my life! I make
ijIH real estate

/i

reams a reality.”

6/25

J

MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR

~ |
~ | 559-250-6740 « mfotorcaltor@gmail.com
4 Integrity, Dedication, Resu?ts
' www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto » DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

The Luxury |
Home Realtor

an expert in your area!

559-790-4729

Folland@comcast.net

Lournie Folland

559-790-4729
Folland@comcast.net
BRE #01316346

TheLuxuryHomeRealtor.com §

musavitin

36635 Berkshire Dr.

Whether you're interested in buying, selling, or simply have market-related inquiries, don't hesitate to
reach out. We're here to help. As seasoned real estate professionals, we're committed to assisting you at
every stage. From discovering your dream home to securing the best deal, we strive to make the process
seamless and stress-free. Let's transform your real estate aspirations into reality today!

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO: g
MAURICE GONZALES JESSICA GONZALES ©
558-288-1904 559-408-1784

. MAURICE@IRONKEYREALESTATE.COM  JESS@IRONKEYREALESTATE.COM IRON KEY
DRE 01390928 DRE 02136161 T LT

TIME FOR A HOME CHANGE?

LET ME HELP YOU!

ANA MARIE SHERWDOOD, REALTOR®

36758 Orange Grove Ave.

559-903-0855 ¢
R_.c cgﬁgk-;?rs ASHERWDDD@REALTYDDNDEF"TS.EDM
DRE LIC. #01894032
; s
e s.
BUYING A |
1 !

SEL JI\Q

P s

LETS WORK TOGETHER!

My dream is your dream. A loving place to call home
for you and your family. As your trusted real estate
agent, I'm here to guide you in your home buying and
selling journey. Call me today and let's get started,

MARY CHOMPHOSY AVIGLIANO
559.367.7264

@ fe®

@marythcagentofjoy

marytheagentofjoy @gmail.com
DRE 02093132 Real Broker
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An event that brought the
community together

On May 17, the Flatlanders Day Parade
and Craft Fair lit up the heart of Southeast
Madera County, bringing together families,
schools, local organizations and longtime
residents for a day of celebration along Road
36 and the Liberty High School grounds in
the Madera Ranchos. This year was its 31st
year and the parade featured an impressive
lineup of colorful floats, marching bands,
classic cars, equestrian riders and commu-
nity groups that proudly represented the
spirit of Madera and the Ranchos. At the end

which translates into spending at local
restaurants, gas stations and shops. When
tourists attend even for a few hours, they
often leave behind valuable dollars that sup-
port local jobs and small businesses. Other
towns have seen this firsthand — Holyoke,
Mass. for example — draws over 400,000
spectators to its annual St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade, resulting in an estimated $20 million
in local economic impact. While the Madera
Ranchos may not aim for that scale, the con-
cept remains the same: with thoughtful plan-
ning, strategic promotion and a few added
attractions, Flatlanders Day could become a
regional draw that boosts tourism and sup-
ports the community’s long-term economic
vitality. Maybe next year there could be an
addition of live music and a small park ride
carnival for additional family activities.
Along with others, SEMCU is a non-
profit organization that represents the inter-
ests of the residents, property owners and
businesses in Southeastern Madera County.
Its concerns, among other issues, are our
community, safety, water, traffic, schools,

of the parade route a sprawling craft fair wel-
comed the crowds with booths of artisans,
local booster clubs, local nonprofit organi-
zations (including SEMCU), food vendors,
our local law enforcement representatives,
as well as our Madera County District 1 Su-
pervisor, Jordan Wamhoff.

Organized by the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce, the event saw a
strong turnout and continues to grow each
year as a cornerstone of local culture. For
many, the Flatlanders Parade and Craft
Fair is more than just a tradition; it’s a mo-
ment that brings neighbors together and re-
minds us of what makes small-town life
special.

But beyond its festive atmosphere, the
Flatlanders Parade has the potential to offer
real economic benefits to the Southeast
Madera community. Events like this draw in
visitors from nearby areas — Fresno, Clo-
vis and even travelers passing through —

future parks and energy. We invite commu-
nity members to join SEMCU as board
members to help shape the Southeast
Madera County area and help make a dif-
ference for our families and youngsters. To-
gether, we can build a stronger, more vibrant
community.

SEMCU meets once per month for
about an hour at the Madera Ranchos Li-
brary at 37398 Berkshire Dr. in the Ranchos,
or you may join us online to virtually partic-
ipate. To join online, go to www.semcu.org
for a link and simple instructions. Or if you
prefer, you can call in on your cellphone at
669-900-6833 then enter the ID#
83632424343 followed with the access code
85422. Our next meeting is on Tuesday,
July 15 at 6 p.m. at the Ranchos Library.
Make your voice heard!

SEMCU is “By the Community
for the Community”

Senior Report

Seniors Enjoy Indoor Activities

By Melanie Williams

July is on our doorstep and the heat
wave of summer is here. The
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center is planning
some fun indoor activities as the summer
months are upon us.

We have Chair Yoga classes for sen-
iors available through Camarena Health
in Tesoro Viejo. If you are interested in
joining other seniors for this Chair Yoga
class, please call the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
ior Center at 559-645-4864 for more in-
formation.

The July Potluck is on the calendar
for Thursday, July 10 at 6 p.m. Any sen-
ior from the community is welcome to at-
tend the July Potluck. Call the Senior
Center so we can set up enough tables to
accommodate everyone. Call the center if
you have not signed
up for the free senior .
lunches, any week-
day from 9 am. to @
11 p.m. Senior lunch
is served every
weekday at 11:30
a.m., but you must |
sign up with Jaime |
for the Senior Lunch
program before at-
tending. i

The Senior Ex-
ercise Class is every
Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from |
10 am. to 11 a.m.
Seniors from the
community can
come anytime and
participate in the ex-
ercise class held at the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
ior Center.

The 30th Annual Home and Garden
Festival was successful thanks to many
community members and local businesses
that donated auction items, gift certifi-
cates and gift baskets. Donors included
Jeanette Covington, The Ranchos Crafters
« El Rinconcito Mexican Grill « The Lib-
erty Café « The Second Sons Brewery
Colleen Snyder, Local author of Christian
Mysteries ¢ Alicia Pena, Reign Beauty
Studio ¢ Jhona Pistoresi and Melissa
Marino, Loves Hair Salon < Elaine,
Mike’s Country Clippers ¢ Pizza Factory
* Coarsegold Girl Scout Troop #4015
Madera Ranchos Boy Scout Troop #118
and Boy Scout Leader, Ed Duarte, do-
nated their time to help vendors set up and
breakdown booths, help with transporting

N

Judy Sears was the head planner for he very successful 30th An-
nual Home and Garden Festival at the Senior Center.

plants, tables and chairs for the event.

The July Saturday Sale is cancelled
because of the July 4 weekend. The next
Ranchos/Hills Saturday Sale is on August
2 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. The Senior Cen-
ter is taking donations to prepare for the
August Saturday Sale.

Treasure House volunteers are dili-
gently sorting through new and used sum-
mer items donated each week for our
Treasure House, Boutique and Scout Gar-
den.

Terry Killingsworth is leading our
members of the appropriately named the
Ranchos/Hills Basket Cases in designing
and weaving Indian pine needle baskets.
The next classes are Tuesday, June 24 and
Tuesday, July 29 from 9 a.m. to 10:30
a.m. You can join the Basket Cases in a
fun time weaving pine needle baskets on

the last Tuesday of each month, no expe-
rience required.

Brown Bag Day is Wednesday,
July 23. Pick up your Brown Bag at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center from 10:30
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. but you have to reg-
ister with the Madera County Food
Bank first. Applications are at the front
desk. Pick up our monthly calendar filled
with information at the Center. The Sen-
ior Center will be closed on Friday, July
4,

With much sympathy, we send our
condolences to Rana Dhillon for the
passing of her beloved husband,
Pashaura. They have been active mem-
bers in our exercise class, potluck nights
and volunteering in the Treasure House
for many years at the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Center.
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Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory « Business Directory

Va ey We
=Dl Dr'lnlng

Domestic Well, Agriculture Well
Airlifting, Well Brushing, Swahhing
Well Rehahilition, Test Hole

I5593|'" [I?lla?lﬂlllnr'SB%l“ 51-|5624| |

Now Is The Time To
Shed Those

Unwanted Pounds!

DIET
WORLD
MEDICAL

Lose Weight NOW!

Unlimited
-_._,_Concrete

Lic. #1042108

DRJL’EWAYS-S!EWALKS»COMMERCJAL-RES!DENTML
Jose Lope=
559-779-0401

H'Al RCUTS |

]S“I &S

L---------__—-‘—

= Semors Thursdla Vs ONL Y S 1 3‘

-1J sa‘Avs.a 12 #104
~(behind Pizza Factory)

/" PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same day sernvice

TIRED OF PAYING FOR
FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements
vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce
the cost of flood
insurance (or
eliminate it
completely).

Lic. #PLS 5815
Michael Sutherland
=\ & Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815

CONCRETE?

Architectural Hardscapes
&1 Residential»Commercial
Flace & Finish Services
Site-WorkCurbs
Sidewalks*Foundations
Retaining Walls+Patios
Driveways+*Demo+Grading

QUALITY EXTERIORS, INC.

Contractor Lic. #996620
Bonded & Insured

ENGINEERING I

A solid foundafion for your next project
l Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

! INVEST IN YOUR

: EXISTING PROPERTY! :
I For a free consultation, visit !
I our Madera Ranchos office! 1

I |
1 10878 HWY 41 « 559-645-4849
I www.bedrockeng.com i

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

11822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

Real Estate & \ orfgage Plofesmonals

I\ Adrian Gutierrez
599-363-4968

www.sellingfresnorealestate.com

PERSONAL
TOUCH

Lic. # B0O008113

Landscaping & Gardening Services

Yard cleanups & hauling + Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance

BUBBA'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

7" Holding Tanks
/" Swimming Pools |

Potable Water
Dust Control

MARION POOL
) i:m ICE O REPAIR
_ * Weekly Service
* Equipment
+ Supplies
* Residential
+ Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

SEMCU

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

559-363-9095

3rd Tuesday of the month ¢ 6 p.m.
37398 Berkshire Dr. « Ranchos Library

VALLEY PROPANE
pricee gou can affornd.
645-5324
The ONLY
locally owned

propane company
in the Ranchos

SAND & GRAVEL+ CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT*TOP SOIL*HUMUS*BARK
CHIPS*RIVER ROCK*BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST*COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

TRUCKING

559-479-4113

CA #441782*www.chadstrucking.com

Aleman’s'Painting

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

Color Matching

MUJ 559-718-3554 r:gre :%égggrgggggsg Covering #  Call Gina * Locally Owned
_ zoz 6—1 7 559-645-1392 | | callMagAnayaur. | [Mountainfvess == atse283401) | 251.2514 3511605 6454799
P o o AteSE! lyww, ankqualityexteriors.com e 559-718-0558 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com office cell after5 p.m.
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

Get Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

FJ1PSIDE joim Us

SUNDAYS|9.& 16:30 AM

959-481-6875

37193 Ave. 12 #3H

Madera Ranchos
LIVE ONLINE AT 10:30 AM
WWW.FLIPSIDE.CHURCH

info@acts176.com
SEE YOU SUNDAVY!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Spons Physicals only $35!

EIANEY
/ HIROPRACTIC
thabilifofion cenftr

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

mawm mf«e Wood Stems
Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

569-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634
The Independent
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Classified

Caregiver Wanted

Caregiver Wanted — Seeking care-
giver with bedside care experience
for 2-3 hour shifts for care receivers
in the Ranchos. $17/hr. Call 559-
500-3070 to apply.

Carpet/Aggregate Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Epoxy/aggregate
specialist too. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.
For Sale

For Sale
Table saw for Sale - Ten inch
(10"). $125. Call Lydia at 559-
312-0891.

1950s O’Keefe & Merritt gas
stove - Worked perfectly when it
came out of mother-in-law’s
kitchen remodel a few years ago.
White enamel and chrome. Very
“retro” looking. You pick up and
take home. Best Offer. Call 559-
905-8311.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in

GO FIGURE! tytoca st

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive at the
figures given at the bottom and right-
hand columns of the diagram by fol-
lowing the arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to complete its
blank squares and use each of the nine
numbers only once.

123456789

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

both continuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Re-
pair Maintenance. 26 years work-

ng in the area. Call
559 908-0759.
Property Clean Up
Property clean up, landscape

maintenance and tree trimming -
FREE ESTIMATES. Professional
and reliable. Call Eric at 559-
903-375

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLING PICKUP - AmericanMade
Direct/Kids4recycling offers free
pickup of newspaper, shredded
paper, all household plastic, glass,
aluminum and tin cans (containers
DON’T need to be CRV). Metal
haul away and cleanups available
also! 80% return back to commu-
nity! Call Dianna at 559-999-6832.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows start at $5 and up
-- inside/out - Screen, track, sills.
Remove hard water stains on home
windows, shower doors and car win-
dows. Cobweb removal too. Fully
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723.

Free estimates.

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

utes. Remove with a slotted
spoon and drain on paper towels.
Keep warm in oven. Just before
serving, pour melted butter over
dumplings, sprinkle with salt and
pepper.

My mom used to fix round
steak and potatoes. She would
salt, pepper and flour round steak
cut up into serving size pieces
and brown it. Then slice peeled
potatoes and an onion over the
top then pour in two or three cans
of bouillon soup into the pan and
add enough water to cover the po-
tatoes, cover the pan and simmer
for about an hour until the meat
was done. The following recipe is
a little different, but still sounds
good.

Eight Layer Dinner

3 T unsalted butter

1 % pounds baking potatoes,
peeled, cut into quarter inch
slices

4 ounces salt pork, cut into
quarter inch strips

1 clove garlic, minced

3 stalks celery, diced

1 large red pepper,
chopped

1to 1% pound beef shoulder
steak, cut into pieces quarter inch
thick, 4 inches square

Salt and pepper

1 large onion, sliced

finely

1 large green bell
finely chopped

1 can (17 ounces) plum toma-
toes

Y4 C chopped fresh parsley

Heat oven to 325. Rub the
bottom of a 3 quart Dutch oven
with 1 tablespoon butter. Layer
the sliced potatoes over the but-
ter.

Render the salt pork in a large
heavy skillet over medium heat
until crispy. Remove with a slot-
ted spoon; spread evenly over po-
tatoes in Dutch oven.

Pour off all but about 2 tea-
spoons grease from skillet. Sauté
garlic over medium-low heat for
about 3 minutes. Remove from
skillet and spread over potatoes.
Sprinkle the celery and red pep-
pers over the potatoes.

Heat remaining butter with oil
in skillet over medium high heat.
Sauté meat, a few pieces at a time,
until well browned on both sides.
As the meat is done, place over the
celery and peppers in Dutch oven.
Sprinkle meat lightly with salt and
pepper. Place sliced onion over
meat, then the green pepper and fi-
nally the tomatoes. Sprinkle toma-
toes with salt and pepper. Bake
covered in oven until meat is ten-
der, about 1 % to 2 hours. If dinner
seems too wet, bake uncovered 15
minutes. Sprinkle with parsley be-
fore serving.

pepper,

T0 ADVERTISE call 559-645-0634

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your back”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

I

ANEY

6/25

HIROPRACTIC

36754 AVE. 12 «

660-5262

Click on ““Local News™ at



Just Like Cate & Dogs

WHAT A TREAT! | FIGURED YOU WERE JUST
COOKING DINNER AS USUAL UNTIL | SMELLED
SOMETHING GooD COMING FROM IN HERE.

\

by Dave T. Phipps

LOGOS
PR
MARKETING

645-0634

CB I == BFOR By L.
f

© North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserveg.
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“Junior says he won’t make the mistakes you
made. ... He’s going to SAVE his comic books!”

www. The Ranchos.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You feel ready to face a major change, although it might involve
some risks. A once-dubious family member comes around and offers support and
encouragement.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Move forward with your plans, despite discouraging words
from those who underestimate the Bovine's strong will. Your keen instincts will guide you well.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A misunderstanding is easily cleared up. Then go ahead and
enjoy some fun and games this week! Meanwhile, a LIBRA might have ideas that merit
serious consideration for the future.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might feel as if you're in an emotional pressure cooker, but
the situation is about to change in your favor. Take time out for some well-earned fun!

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A shift in your workplace responsibilities creates resentment among
some co-workers. Deal with it before it becomes a threat to your success on the job.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Expect some surprises in what you thought was one of
your typically well-planned schedules. Deal with them, then enjoy some lighthearted enter-
tainment.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Be careful: What appears to be a solid financial
opportunity might have some hidden risks attached. In addition, a hazy personal matter needs
to be cleared up.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) It's a good time to strengthen ties with family and
friends. In other news, you might feel unsure about a recent workplace decision, but time will
prove that you did the right thing.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Just when you thought your relationship was
comfortable and even predictable, your partner or spouse could spring a potentially life-
changing surprise on you.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your usually generous self is overshadowed by
your equally strong suspicious nature. You might be judging things too harshly. Keep an open
mind.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Love and romance dominate the week. Married
Aquarians enjoy domestic harmony, while singles could soon be welcoming overtures from
loving LEOs.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) An old health problem recurs, but it is soon dealt with,
leaving you eager to get back into the swing of things. Also, a favorable travel period starts this
week.

Born this Week.

ou have an independent spirit that resists
beirng told what to do. But you're also wise enough
to Appreciate qood AdVice' when you receive it.

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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LOOKIT, TIGER,
FROM AN
CAK TREE

22025 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

by Bup BLAKE

You GONNA
PLANT IT?

©King Fealures Syndicate. Inc. World rights reserved.

WHERE MY
SRANPSON WILL

]

I WISH UNCLE

BRUTUS STILL
Took Us To
WRESTLIN',

UNCLE BLUTO'S

NOT AS FUN.

SURE. POuR
SALT IN THE
WounD,

THIMBLE THEATRE
PRESENTS

"BUMMER SLAM"
PART 9

AT LONG LAST, THE TIME HAS
COME FOR BRUTUS To FACE
MACCHI MACHISMO IN THE
WRESTLING RING, WHERE HE
FLANS To LOSE To HELF THE
MAN'S CAREER REBOUND.

e

S TIME TO RENEW
B¢ HARDTACK'S =5
SR FAITH IN MACCHI!
D

THE TRUTH IS, NONE OF US
WRESTLE MACCHI 'Cuz HE'S
A JERK, AND HE'S DONE THIS 4%
SCAM BEFORE. HE GUILTS
SOMEONE OUTSIDE OF
WRESTLING INTO FEELING
BAD FOR HIM TO COME IN
AND "SAVE" HIS CAREER.
[ 12 = E_
THEN, KNOWING THEYLL
GO EASY ON HIM, HE GETS
IN THE RING AND JUST
WRECKS THEM.

PR £ASE DON'T
A Do THIS. '™

AND HE GETS
TO PLAY THE

"HERQC" FOR IT,

b 700!

C2025 by KN Fakires SyTicate, inc. Wond Hghts tesened.

WELF, OFF

WE WENT ALONG WITH THIS
'CUZ WE WERE ToLD WE
WOULDN'T HAVE To WORK
WITH MACCHI ANYMORE.

HAVE BEEN TALKIN'
AND WE FEEL A BIT
UILTY.

YEAH, BUT WALKIN' INTO

To My MATCH

- DID HE HEAR ATBLBAD SICHUWAYSHUNS IS
WITH MACCH. el WORD | SAID? {

g

|| TEavay

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: What is the title of the first James
Bond film? 2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
What is the color of the "black box" that
records an airplane's performance? 3. TELE-
VISION: What is the theme song for the long-
running sitcom "All in the Family"? 4.
LITERATURE: What is the name of Ron
Weasley's family home in the "Harry Potter"
series? 5. GAMES: How many dice are used
in a game of Yahtzee? 6. SCIENCE: What
does a mole measure in chemistry? 7.
MYTHOLOGY: What is the Greek god of
darkness called? 8. FOOD & DRINK: Which
type of liquor is traditionally used in a gimlet?
9. ASTRONOMY': How many moons does
Saturn have? 10. CHEMISTRY: What is the
chemical symbol for gold?
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Click on ““Local News™ at



Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

Page 19

UGH, 'M SO TIRED OF EATING
FIELD GRASS EVERY DAY.
WHAT I'D GIVE FOR A TACO.

WHAT DO You
WANT FOR DINNER?P

000H! A PATCH OF THICK
KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS.
THAT'S EVEN BETTER!

8
-
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Out on a Limb

ACKK! I TAKE IT BACK. AT
LEA,ST WITH A TAGO YOU
| DON'T GET A THISTLE IN I

by Linda Thistle
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NEW AND
0L
PAXMENT

NEHODS.
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by Gary Kopervas

©2025 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

HOCUS -FOCUS

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF

Ay UR PAL..

The Independent

CALL 045-0034

Find at least six differences in details between paneils.
10U St TUIP[INE] "$ "PRAOLW SI MOPULM Ul XOg] 4 19518 SI [299M "€ JUDIDLJIP S1 J0OC] “T "IUDIaIp ST uTIs U0 pioay “ | S20udiajjic]

AUDIDLJIP S1IBL] " "OPIMm SE

www.The Ranchos.com

MAGIC MAZE @ RED —

LYVSPMIJHEBYVTQO

(\

LIGDBYWCITRPMKTIF

C
NDXBPETIO[YLWUSQO
MOKTARERIREPPEPF
FDMSNAPIPIERBZGXW
USQLDURWUJORINALS
JHFWAQAISDI CBBSN
AYAWVSCICITUSQBSO

PRNTENAILIPQLKAOI

FITHFETNE/CSERCRN

CBZYWVUSRQPNMCO

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: SLY LIKE A —

Cabbage Cross Pepper Snapper
Carpet Dwarf Planet Square

Corpuscle Onions Ribbon Squirrel

Crescent Panda Salmon

212025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights resarved.
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south east madera county united

A non-profit organization dedicated to improving life in South East Madera County

e e

The Future of California Water Supply
? in Question 2

Do you have a savings account for a rainy day.?
Would you not like more $ in your savings account to help
when you need it most?

Well, we need more water savings accounts for times of
need. Water behind dams is like money in a savings
account. We need more dams to store water for needed
times. More and higher dams are only part of the
solutions to our water crisis, but they are a necessary one.

| IT IS FIRE SEASON!

| ?Are you prepared?

| If you are experiencing domestic well or water quality problems, contact “Self-Help
! Enterprises.” Qualified people may have a water tank installed or have bottled water
! delivered, or have work done on a new or existing well. For your needs, call or email:

| wWater Wells: 559-802-1289 waterwells@selfhelpenterprises.org
i Water Quality: 559-802-1285 waterquality@selfhelpenterprises.org
i Tank Water: 559-802-1685 tankandhauledwater@selfhelpenterprises.org
i_Bottled Water: 559-802-1284 bottledwater@selfhelpenterprises.org

SEMCU'’s next meeting is in person on Tuesday, July 15t at 6 p.m.
at the Ranchos Library Teleconference Room
37398 Berkshire Drive, Madera Ranchos Library
or online: go to: WWW.SEMCU.ORG for the link
by phone: 669-900-6833
& enter meeting ID#: 836 3242 4343 with access code 854 221

559-363-9095 ¢ www.semcu.org e info@semcu.org

FOR TRHE COMMUNIRARNG B THRIE COMIMUNIITY

6/25



