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The following was issued by the California Department of
Public Health (CDPH) on Thursday, June 18 and signed by Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom.

GUIDANCE FOR THE USE
OF FACE COVERINGS

Because of our collective actions, California has limited the
spread of COVID-19 and associated hospitalizations and deaths in
our state. Still, the risk for COVID-19 remains and the increasing
number of Californians who are leaving their homes for work and
other needs, increases the risk for COVID-19 exposure and in-
fection.

Over the last four months, we have learned a lot about
COVID-19 transmission, most notably that people who are in-
fected but are asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic play an important
part in community spread. The use of face coverings by everyone
can limit the release of infected droplets when talking, coughing,
and/or sneezing, as well as reinforce physical distancing.

This document updates existing CDPH guidance for the use
of cloth face coverings
by the general public
when outside the
home. It mandates that
face coverings be
worn state-wide in the
circumstances  and
with the exceptions
outlined below. It does
not substitute for exist-
ing guidance about so-
cial distancing and
handwashing.

Guidance

People in Califor-
nia must wear face
coverings when they
are in the high-risk sit-
uations listed below:

* Inside of, or in
line to enter, any in-
door public space;*

 Obtaining serv-
ices from the healthcare sector in settings including, but not lim-
ited to, a hospital, pharmacy, medical clinic, laboratory, physician
or dental office, veterinary clinic, or blood bank;?

 Waiting for or riding on public transportation or paratransit
or while in a taxi, private car service, or ride-sharing vehicle;

e Engaged in work, whether at the workplace or performing
work off-site, when:

e Interacting in-person with any member of the public;

» Working in any space visited by members of the pub-
lic, regardless of whether anyone from the public is present at the
time;

» Working in any space where food is prepared or pack-
aged for sale or distribution to others;

» Working in or walking through common areas, such as
hallways, stairways, elevators, and parking facilities;

« In any room or enclosed area where other people (ex-
cept for members of the person’s own household or residence) are
present when unable to physically distance.

« Driving or operating any public transportation or paratran-
sit vehicle, taxi, or private car service or ride-sharing vehicle when
passengers are present. WWhen no passengers are present, face cov-
erings are strongly recommended.

» While outdoors in public spaces when maintaining a phys-

ical distance of 6 feet from persons who are not members of the
same household or residence is not feasible.

The following individuals are exempt from wearing a face
covering:

* Persons age two years or under. These very young children
must not wear a face covering because of the risk of suffocation.

» Persons with a medical condition, mental health condition,
or disability that prevents wearing a face covering. This includes
persons with a medical condition for whom wearing a face cov-
ering could obstruct breathing or who are unconscious, incapaci-
tated, or otherwise unable to remove a face covering without
assistance.

* Persons who are hearing impaired, or communicating with
a person who is hearing impaired, where the ability to see the
mouth is essential for communication.

* Persons for whom wearing a face covering would create a
risk to the person related to their work, as determined by local,
state, or federal regulators or workplace safety guidelines.

* Persons who are obtaining a service involving the nose or
face for which tempo-
rary removal of the
face covering is neces-
sary to perform the
service.

* Persons who are
seated at a restaurant or
other  establishment
that offers food or bev-
erage service, while
they are eating or
drinking, provided that
they are able to main-
tain a distance of at
least six feet away
from persons who are
not members of the
same household or res-

idence.
* Persons who are
engaged in outdoor

work or recreation such

as swimming, walking,
hiking, bicycling, or running, when alone or with household mem-
bers, and when they are able to maintain a distance of at least six
feet from others.

* Persons who are incarcerated. Prisons and jails, as part of
their mitigation plans, will have specific guidance on the wearing
of face coverings or masks for both inmates and staff.

Note: Persons exempted from wearing a face covering due to
a medical condition who are employed in a job involving regular
contact with others should wear a non-restrictive alternative, such
as a face shield with a drape on the bottom edge, as long as their
condition permits it.

+ Unless exempted by state guidelines for specific public settings.
2 Unless directed otherwise by an employee or healthcare provider.

SOME FACE MASK MYTHS AND FACTS

1. Face masks, while recommend, aren’t a substitute for so-
cial distancing according to the Centers for Disease Control,
which contends that staying at least 6 feet apart from others pub-
licly is still the most important tool to stop the spread of the virus.

2. A face mask doesn’t make you more susceptible to
COVID-19, based on the assumption that you touch the mask

Please see MASK on P. 15

Wildfire Season
Begins in Valley

District cautions Valley
residents to be prepared
for smoke impacts
from wildfires

The Walker fire in Calaveras County
has marked the beginning of wildfire sea-
son in the San Joaquin Valley. While full
containment of the Walker fire is expected
within coming days, with minimal smoke
impacts in our region, air pollution offi-
cials will continue to monitor the situation
and caution Valley residents to be pre-
pared for smoke impacts from other fires
this season.

A build-up of dry vegetation during
the hot summer months presents a high
risk for hotter, faster moving fires in
mountain communities surrounding the
Valley, often sending smoke into the San
Joaquin Valley.

Wildfire smoke contains particulate
matter (PM), which can trigger asthma at-
tacks, aggravate chronic bronchitis and in-
crease the risk of heart attack and stroke.
Individuals with heart or lung disease
should follow their doctors’ advice for
dealing with episodes of PM exposure.
Those with existing respiratory condi-
tions, including COVID-19, young chil-
dren and the elderly, are especially
susceptible to the negative health effects
from this form of pollution. Anyone ex-
periencing poor air quality due to wildfire
smoke should move indoors, to a filtered,
air-conditioned environment with win-
dows closed and contact their primary

Please see FIRE on P. 15

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Kiwanis Korner

Serving the Children of the World

By Nancy Wayne

“Kiwanis International is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child, one community at a time.”

i ﬂberty Hig% Senior Payten Hobbs, left,
receives a $1,200 Kiwanis Scholarship from
Ranchos Kiwanis President, Richard Wayne.

The Kiwanis Ranchos sponsor youth
clubs, providing children with the oppor-
tunity to help others, become personally in-
volved in their community, all while
learning leadership behaviors.

Liberty High Senior Gursirat Kaur, left,
also receives one of three 81,200 Kiwanis
Scholarships from President, Richard Wayne.

Three Liberty High School seniors
were awarded Kiwanis Scholarships this
year. Congratulations to Gursirat Kaur,
Payten Hobbs and Isabella Perez. Each re-
ceived $1,200 to use for their future edu-
cation.

Receiving the third of three $1,200 Kiwa-
nis Scholarships from Kiwanis President,
Richard Wayne, right, is Isabella Perez.

Hope of America, a Kiwanis middle
school program, awarded two middle
school students with §75 each. Congratu-
lations to Chase Duarte and Ellie Sano for
your good citizenship and grades this past
school year.

Not to be left out, Ranchos Middle Teacher grants have been postponed
Schoolers Chase Duarte and Ellie Sano, sec- yntil school starts in the fall.
ond and third from left, were awarded 375 Cit-
izenship Awards by the Ranchos Kiwanis.

Ranchos Kiwanis Club raises funds to
help the community and children, while
participating in fellowship and community
projects. Giving back to the community is the highest level of self-satisfaction for the
members of the club.

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Sayyou sawitin the Lanchos Independent
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Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS
this season and all year long

Click on “Local News” at
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Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot had
big news last week -- the city is opening
up its iconic Lakefront Trail after
months of being closed off as part of a
COVID-19 lockdown.

That Lightfoot kept the trail closed
even after Chicago had experienced
large-scale Black Lives Matter marches
-- thousands during the "Drag March
for Change" -- is one small instance of
the flagrant social distancing hypocrisy
across the country in recent weeks.

If it's OK for throngs of people to
pack the streets, and shout and chant to
protest the death of George Floyd, it
ought to be permissible for someone to
ride a bike along the lakeside while
keeping to him- or herself.

Yet, Mayor Lightfoot welcomed
the protestors -- "We want people to
come and express their passion,” she
said -- and still kept the trail shuttered.

Many of the same officials who
were most zealous in locking down
their states and cities instantly made an
exception for Black Lives Matter
protests. Their rigidity became laxity in
a blink of an eye. Their metric for re-
opening wasn't the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention guidelines or
any other public health measure, but the
"wokeness" of the activity in question.

Visiting the deathbed of a loved
one with COVID-19? Absolutely not.

THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“THE PEOPLE
ARE
WATCHING
AND

: WAITING.
‘A THEY DON'T
DEMAND
MIRACLES.
THEY DO
EXPECT US
TO ACT.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME
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Social Distancing Hypocrisy

Having a proper funeral? No way.

Gathering more than about 10 peo-
ple at a graveside? No one should be al-
lowed to put the public at risk in such a
way.

Bringing thousands of strangers to
march together for hours in sponta-
neous, disorderly groups? Thank you
for your commitment to positive
change.

Attending a church service? Well,
maybe in a couple of months.

Holding a struggle session with re-
ligious trappings where people confess
their racism and vow to work to defund
the police? Please, let's have more.

To believe the leaders of Blue
America, SARS-CoV-2 is the first virus
in human history to have a social con-
science -- virulent enough in the ordi-
nary course of events to justify the most
restrictive social controls; not such a
big deal if it might get in the way of
marches for social justice.

The likes of New York City Mayor
Bill de Blasio have justified the differ-
ent standards by arguing that fighting
racism is important. Well, so is mourn-
ing your dead, keeping your business
from being ground to dust and wor-
shiping your God. It's a sign of a ludi-
crously blinkered worldview to believe
that a protest march deserves more con-
sideration than these other elemental
human needs.

Another argument is that the pro-
testers are willing to put their health on
the line for their cause. But, until re-
cently, it was said that anyone going
outside wasn't just endangering them-
selves, but the most vulnerable people
in our communities. Why wouldn't that
be true of the Black Lives Matter
marches, too?

Don't expect consistency, or even a
serious attempt at it. More than 1,000
public health experts signed a letter
calling the protests "vital to the national
public health,” thus immolating their
credibility on a pyre of motivated rea-
soning. It's social distancing for people
and activities they find uncongenial,
and different rules for their ideological
allies.

What a contemptible betrayal of the
public trust.

Rich Lowry is editor of the
National Review.

© 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Un-Sociallly Mediating

I said I was going to do it. I
warned everyone that it was coming.
Well, the final straw fell and poor
old Humphrey’s back was broken. I
made the decision and gave up so-
cial media. Deactivated. Deleted.
Done.

I know. This is probably one of
those moments in history that will
define a whole generation. Ok, so
maybe that’s a stretch but when I tell
my grandkids about the great toilet
paper shortage of 2020 that occurred
as a result of a respiratory virus, I’1l
toss in deleting my social media ac-
counts for a little extra flavor.

I’m often asked why I blame so-
cial media for so many of society’s
problems. The thing is, I don’t. I
blame society for society’s prob-
lems. Novel concept, I know. Face-
book is just a tool like any other.
Take a hammer, for example. I can
use a hammer to drive a nail into a
wall and hang up a picture or I can

by eryn b. nyre

2]
wr;g

however, remove the tool that brings
frustration and irritation into my life.
Strange concept, I know. I could be
like all the SJWs out there and lead a
march on the capitol and demand the
government disband all social media
companies just because I don’t like
how they’re used, but that’s not how
we reasonable folks do things. We
change the channel; we don’t de-
mand that the network cancel the
show.

I have several issues with how
society uses, or misuses in my opin-

use that same

ion, social

hammer to
smash the hand
of my next-door
neighbor for

stealing my
newspaper. The
hammer didn’t

change. It didn’t
suddenly become
evil; I corrupted

was missing ...

At first, 1 felt like [ chopped
off my own hand and nailed it
to the lightpole outside my bed-
room window so it could wave
to me and remind me of what [

media. One is
that there is no
accountability.
Someone shares
a story that they
didn’t research
or verify, it sup-
ports an opinion
someone else has
so then it gets

its purpose by
using it in a violent way. Disclaimer:
I would never smash my neighbor’s
hand with a hammer; I was illustrat-
ing a point. Sadly, we have to be an-
noyingly literal these days. I fear for
the future of sarcasm.

Like the tale of the hammer, so-
cial media is nothing more than a
tool. The tool is harmless in the
hands of those who want to keep in
touch with family or make new
friends who share common interests.
However, the intended purpose of
this tool is perverted when it is used
to cheat on your spouse, bully those
who don’t agree with you, or dis-
seminate faulty or misleading infor-
mation. The result of this misuse has
been detrimental to society. It isn’t
the tool, it’s the user. So, no. I don’t
blame social media.

So, what’s the answer? I can’t
become a recluse and hide out in
some cave for the rest of my life in
an attempt to avoid society. I can,

shared again.
People absorb content without both-
ering to examine the context or
check the credibility of the source.
It’s just passed on from feed to feed
to support or dispute one side or the
other. People just eat it up and spew
it out to others like they’re playing a
game of telephone only it’s breaking
our country and dividing our citi-
zenry.

Another  problem is  the
anonymity of social media. No one
has to sign their name to their igno-
rant, uninformed — or even hateful —
comments. This wouldn’t often hap-
pen in public. Most people wouldn’t
expose themselves to strangers like
they do on apps such as Snapchat.
Most people wouldn’t call strangers
vile and reprehensible names when
they disagree with them like they do
on Facebook. Social media affords
us the ability to be almost invisible

Please see GENWHY on P. 7
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Quick, Fast

Medications

AND INCHES TOO
* Diet Injection

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very 224—6744 OPEN: Monday - Friday

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101 » Fresno, CA 93726 * Between Shaw & Santa Ana

B ED ROCK our Madera Ranchos office!

| ENGINEERING 36961 Avenue 12
— A solid foundation for your next project 559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Results
CALL NOW!

1st visit only

For a free consultation, visit

Land Surveying * Civil Engineering * Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

« Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
* Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

* Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

* Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

* Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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»
Palm Plantation!
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which brings out the worst in far too
many.

Of course, I’'m getting some in-
teresting pushback. For one, people
seem to think that I will become
woefully ignorant of news and cur-
rent events. Sadly, there really are
people out there who actually get
their news and information solely
from Facebook. It’s like they don’t

Page 7

will have no way to invite me to ac-
tivities or events. I know it will be
shocking to many of you, but there are
other ways to contact people. There’s
email, text or a good, old-fashioned
phone call. Yes, that handheld com-
puter you keep tethered to you at all
times (no judgment, mine is right here
next to me) can also make phone calls.
Queue gasp. Everyone I know who
would want to include me in their spe-
cial day or some random, lighthearted

realize that it was

shenanigans has

actually designed
to keep people in
touch. Well, if
you believe the
movie it was de-
signed for Har-
vard men to get
the ladies, but ei-
ther way, it was-
n’t created to be a
news outlet. In

every day.

But after a few days
and some behavioral recondi-
tioning, I felt relieved that I
no longer had a tiny com-
puter application telling me
what to think or how to feel

my phone number.
I’m not worried.
So, it’s been
three weeks,
how do I feel?
To tell you the
truth, I feel bet-
ter. I feel re-
lieved. It’s not a
decision for
everyone, but

fact, all of those

for me it has

articles that get shared to your feed,
they actually came from somewhere.
That’s the news source. Surprisingly,
you are perfectly at your leisure to
go hunting down the news yourself.
You don’t need to wait for your
friends to spoon feed it to you.
What’s more, if you go looking for
yourself you may actually get the
whole picture instead of truncated
quotes, edited videos and half-truths
devoid of any context.

Others are concerned that they

been freeing. Well, not at first. At
first, I felt like I chopped off my
own hand and nailed it to the
lightpole outside my bedroom
window so it could wave to me
and remind me of what | was miss-
ing. But after a few days and some
behavioral reconditioning, I felt
relieved that I no longer had a
tiny computer application telling
me what to think or how to feel
every day. It’s nice to be back in
control of my own mood.

ARENA SAND - SAND & GRAVEL
HORSE FOOTING - CRUSHED ROCK -
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL -

FILL DIRT -

TOP SOIL -

HUMUS -

BARK -

CHIPS -

RIVER ROCK -

BASE ROCK -

ROCK DUST -

COBBLE STONES -

DRIVEWAY BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP -

TRUCKING

CA #441782

)
..

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

999-649-9363

4H Members
Take Awards

By Corinna Martinez

On May 31, 4-H
State Field Day Awards
were held through a
zoom meeting. Kids
who  received gold
medals at Area Presen-
tation Day moved on to State. Nor-
mally State Field Day would be held
at U.C. Davis, but because of the pan-
demic it was held virtually via Zoom.

Sierra Shadows 4-H public speak-
ing group had a great outcome.
Corinna Martinez won Platinum, De-

Cierra Shadows ¢H Club

laney Rocca won Gold, Hunter and
Griffin Williams- Smith won Gold
and Wyatt Morgan won Gold. Sierra
Shadows is so proud of these kids and
their hard work. Thank you to
Monique Morgan for leading the Pub-
lic Speaking group for Sierra Shad-
OWS.

say vou saw it in {j¢ Ranthos Independent

www. The Ranchos.com
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Who Wants Grunt?

(June 2010)
Editor’s Note: With the
passing of Aunt Jean, I

have decided to bring you a
“Best Of” of her recipes
over the past 10 years.
Good recipes are timeless
and I hope you enjoy them
all over again.

Mama always told us to “keep
your mind going — try to learn
something new every day. Don’t
let your mind dry up.” Well, I
learned something just the other
day; in fact I learned two things
that [ never knew before.

I received an e-mail from
Debra suggesting I do a column on
cobblers, crisps and grunts. She
must have been reading my mind
because | had intended doing this

by Jean Briner

5 C Sliced Peaches

% C Sugar

1 T Cornstarch

1 C Flour

2 T Sugar

1 t. Baking Powder

2 T Butter, softened

¥» C Milk

Combine first three ingredients
in saucepan. Cover and cook over
low heat until mixture comes to a
boil. In a mixing bowl, combine
dry ingredients and cut in butter
with a pastry blender. When crum-
bly, add milk, making a dough that
is soft but not sticky (you may not
need all the milk). Uncover the pot

one on cobblers and drop the
- but she spoonfuls of
stopped me .. dough into bub-
with a “grunt.” I went to the dictionary blingg fruit,
So I went to the and looked up grunt ... and spacing evenly.
internet (I don’t then there it was: New Eng- Simmer uncov-
know where 1’d land cooking — a dessert’ ered for 10 min-
be if it W@ren’t e e fruit G topped utes, cover anq
for the inter- . . . cook an addi-
net). First 1 With biscuit dough. tional 10 min-
went to the dic- utes without
tionary and lifting the lid.

looked up grunt. The familiar defi-
nitions were there — A sound made
when lifting; an infantry man; an
unskilled worker, and then there it
was: New England cooking — a
dessert, made with fruit and topped
with biscuit dough. Then my cu-
riosity was really going, so I went
to Google and typed in Peach
Grunt and wow, there were all
kinds of recipes. Not only that, I
found another word I’d never heard
of and that was a “slump.” So,
back to the internet to find the dif-
ference between a grunt and a
slump. They both come from New
England and one site said the grunt
was cooked on top of the stove and
got its name from the sound the
fruit was making while cooking
and a slump was baked in the oven.
Both with bubbly fruit with bis-
cuits or dumplings dropped in on
top of the fruit. Well, there you
have it — if you are like me, you
learned two new words today to
add to your vocabulary.
Peach Grunt

Serve warm with whipped cream or
ice cream.

I don’t have a recipe for my
mom’s boysenberry cobbler, but I
can remember how she made it —
saw her make enough of them. She
would make her pie crust for a two
crust pie.

Pie Crust

2 C Flour

1 % t. Salt

2/3 C Shortening

¥, C Ice Water

Mix flour and salt. Cut in
shortening until like meal. Add
water and mix into a ball. This may
be a little moist but when you put
it on a floured board and sprinkle
a little flour on the dough ball, it
should be alright. Cut ball in half
and roll each piece into desired
shape. Should be enough for a two-
crust 9-inch pie or a 9x13 pan for
cobbler.

She would line the bottom and
sides of a 9x13 pan with half the

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Rodents destroymg

Over 15 years of experience :
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife* ...
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nulsance ammal trapping
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Aluminum Cans

$1.80/pound’

(25 Ibs. or more)

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 7/31/20

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10AM.-5PM.

1 GLASS - PLASTIC - ALUMINUM

l 37357 AVE. 12 - NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN B

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts

9959-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com

and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”

Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES
NEVER a sitting fee « Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

At & G/u}ﬂé Studis * BA’A{M * Wood temd

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 * Fresno 447-5815
6120 Jucsisseis Y 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

rolled out pie dough. In a bowl, she
would mix whatever amount of
berries it took to fill the baking dish
(probably about 5 cups of berries) a
couple of tablespoons of flour and
enough sugar to sweeten the berries.
Sugar would depend on the tartness
of the berries, but close to a cup of
sugar. Pour the berry mixture into
the prepared pan and top with the
other half of dough and seal the
edges. Score the top with holes to
let steam escape. Bake in 350 oven
until fruit is bubbly and top is
golden.

If you don’t want to fool with
making and rolling out pie dough:

Batter Topping

1 C Flour

1 C Sugar

Tires

We carry a great range for all
vehicles and all applications,
new and used

Wheel Alignments

Computerized wheel
alignment. 30-day warranty

FREE Tire Maintenance

We offer FREE tire rotations and balance every 7,000 miles

~

MADERA CHOWCHILLA

2 t. Baking Powder

Ya t. Salt

2 T Butter, softened

1 Egg, slightly beaten

3 T Milk

In large bowl mix all ingredients

4 C Canned Fruit (peaches)

Melt butter in 9x13 pan. In mixing
bowl mix sugar and flour together, add
baking powder, then add milk and beat
well. Pour over the melted butter DO
NOT MIX TOGETHER WITH BUT-

TER. Pour canned

and beat with a
spoon until batter
is smooth. Drop
batter over fruit
mix. Bake 25-30

Not only that, I found an-
other word I’d never heard of
and that was a “slump.”

fruit with juice
over batter. DO
NOT MIX FRUIT
WITH BATTER.
Bake at 375 for 45
minutes.

Debra included

minutes in 350
oven.
I found a
recipe in her cards that sounds real
easy and good — I’ll pass it on:

Easy Fruit Cobbler
1 Stick Butter

1 C Flour

1 C Sugar

2 T Baking Powder
% C Milk

BUY 4TIRES

receive FREE ALIGNMENT

549 VALUE

Wheel & Tire Packages

We give your car the right look
without compromising safety

Lift & Lowering Kits

Whether you're looking to run
bigger tires or get an
aggressive look, we have the
right product for you

ul'f

FRESNO

559.831.2837 559.201.9133 559.478.5539

www. The Ranchos.com

a couple of recipes for homemade ice
cream that | will save for another time,
but she did tell me about a quick “freeze”
that sounds real good:

Take a two liter bottle of root beer
and mix in the ice cream freezer can
with two cans of sweetened condensed
milk (Not evaporated milk). Whisk to

g0 DAYS |

SAME AS CASH

Page 9

blend thoroughly, and then freeze ac-
cording to the manufacturer’s direc-
tions. If you like root beer freeze, you
will really love this concoction. Use or-
ange soda in place of the root beer and it
will bring back memories of a 50/50 bar
(or an Orange Freeze at Foster Freeze).

Well, that does it for another month.
I really want to thank those of you that
sent emails, or called. I really appreciate
the feedback. One suggestion was that |
include our e-mail address in the col-
umn. | took it for granted that since it
was in the paper a couple of times, that
wouldn’t be necessary but perhaps I’'m
wrong — sorry about that! You can con-
tact me by phone at 645-0634 (If I’'m not
there, leave a message on the answering
machine). You can E-mail me here at the
paper at ranchosnews@yahoo.com, or
better yet, come into the office and talk
to me. Until next time ...

OPEN 7 DAYS

IMI-SAT 8-7 ¢ SUN 9-5

LU

" PON TUS LLANTAS HOY CON TRES MESES PARA PAGAR

| v [Tp—

www.hotiresnwheels.com

(559) 831-2937

—We do
suspension and
brake service.

—Hacemos trabajo
de suspension y
frenos.

6/20
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Skills for Life

One of my all-time favorite
Mother’s Day cards went like this.
Front: Hey Mom! Thanks for teaching
me so many wonderful things over the
years. Inside: Especially that potty
training thing! (I can’t tell you how
many times that has come in handy.)

We don’t train our children just for
the fun of it. Frankly, it’s hard work
and rarely fun. It’s ongoing, often frus-
trating and in the case of potty training,
messy. We persevere so they become
independent, responsible human beings

will benefit the entire family.

e Measure how long things take —
getting ready in the morning, getting
ready for bed, doing homework, house-
hold chores, etc. Use this information
with your Kids to set wake-up times, a
time for bedtime prep and other re-
sponsibilities. Use a Time Timer (time-
timer.com) as they do their chores and
routines to show how much time has
passed and help them stay on track.

« Block specific times on a weekly
chart for household chores, homework
and daily routines. This helps kids eas-
ily see what they need to do and when.
Direct kids to the chart (posted in a
prominent place) rather than yelling or
nagging to keep them on task. Be sure
to schedule in free time too.

e Have a digital or wall-type fam-
ily calendar. Help your kids record and
track their activities on the calendar.
Set a weekly time to review and update
it together.

Organizing and Maintenance — If
your child doesn’t have a natural bent
toward organization, the command or
request to “clean your room” will mean
“push everything out of sight.” These

with good life

skills require

skills, but there
are also benefits
while they’re still
in our homes:

learn new skills good life skills
they  contribute
more as produc-

show and tell.

We don’t train our children Work with your
just for the fun of it ... We perse-
1 Produc- Vereso theybecome independent,
tivity — As Kkids reSponSibIe human bEingS with purge toys,

child through the
first three steps.
e Sort and

clothes,  books,
etc. Let go of
those things that

tive members of
the family.

2. Less Stress — Much like a
well-run business, a family operates
more smoothly when systems are in
place and everyone knows what’s ex-
pected of them.

3. Less Supervision Required —
With proper training and routines, chil-
dren execute their tasks more inde-
pendently. (Less nagging and yelling)

4. Increased Esteem and Unity —
Children with responsibilities experi-
ence a sense of accomplishment and
see themselves as essential to the fam-
ily unit through their contribution.
They’re also more aware and apprecia-
tive of what is done for them by others.

With Kkids’ outside activities cut
down a notch by the pandemic, there’s
no better time than now to choose an
area to focus on and help them develop
a skill.

Time Management — Kids aren’t
the only ones who struggle with man-
aging their time. These tips and tools

your child has
outgrown or are broken, etc. Do this
seasonally or as needed.

 Create homes for the remaining
things using labeled drawers, shelves
and containers so it’s clear where
everything belongs.

e Incorporate a “Ten-minute Tidy”
into your child’s evening routine so
that the mess stays manageable. Help
your child practice placing things from
that day (dirty clothes, toys, etc.)
where they belong.

 School-age children can manage
the “Ten-minute Tidy” independently
once they’ve learned the process.

Family Responsibilities — Kids
need to feel like an essential part of the
household — because they are. Every
person in the family should have as-
signed, age-appropriate chores. Even if
you can afford help, make sure your
kids learn the basics — cleaning, laun-
dry, meal prep, yard care, etc.

Please see CHOICE on P. 17
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Fernwood'’s

Festival of Life

July 4th - 10 am - 4 pm
Vendor Fair/Blood Drive

6/20

- Summer Color
- Vegetables
* Now selling AQUATICS
* Houseplants in stock

6/20

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Senior Center Writing Group Keeping Distance but Keeps Writing

By Margaret Tynan

It’s now been over three months
since the Ranchos Hills Seniors Cen-
ter has held any of our usual events
because of the COVID-19 restric-
tions. Members miss meeting each
other and sharing friendly conversa-
tion. The Board decided to hold an
Outdoor Meet, Greet and Conversa-
tion Hour to help members reconnect
and still remain safe. On Wednesday,
July 8 at 9 a.m. members are invited
to bring a beverage and a lawn chair,
wear a mask, maintain physical dis-
tancing and have a good time. It will
be good to see you there.

The Center will not hold our reg-
ular monthly sale in July. The sales
are an important source of funding
for the self-supporting Center. We
hope it will be safe to resume the
first Saturday in August (stay tuned),
but for July we are having a “No-

bake” Bake Sale. Your donations are
welcome and appreciated. Make your
check out to Ran-

join us from her new home in New
Mexico, shared a short piece she
wrote about being

chos Hills Seniors
and mail to 37330

Berkshire Dr.,
Madera, CA
93636.

This June

marked two years
since the Center’s
Writing Group
began. We had
been meeting most
Monday after-
noons at the Cen-

This June marked two
years since the Center’s Writ-
ing Group began ... Happily,
the group decided to meet via
Zoom every other week for
now. I am one who wants to
write but needs the group for
encouragement.

caught in a down
pour. It was quite
entertaining. Hap-
pily, the group de-
cided to meet via
Zoom every other
week for now. |
am one who wants
to write but needs
the group for en-
couragement.
Here are mem-
bers’ thoughts

ter until the
pandemic restrictions made it impos-
sible. The group has missed meeting
together, so, with the technical assis-
tance of Lou and Rosemary Janis, we
met via Zoom on June 1. It was great
to see everyone. We had such a good
time. Josie Turner, who was able to

6/20

www.The Ranchos.com

about their Writ-
ing Group experience.

Rosemary Janis: “The reason |
joined the RHS writing group about
two years ago was to help motivate
myself to sit and write the stories
that were floating in my head. Al-
though | have not accomplished this

6/20

goal, | have gained more insight to
people and their life’s experiences.
The stories shared at the writing
group have allowed me to express a
deeper side of myself. The experi-
ence has also offered me the oppor-
tunity to experiment with different
writing styles which has expanded
my use of descriptive words. Being
more imaginative when writing has
helped me insert more personality
into my characters, making my story
more appealing to the reader.”
Shirley Tickel: “I joined the
Writing class at the Senior Center
about two years ago. | thought it
might be fun to learn something new.
I enjoy reading, so thought it would
be easy. Right! The writing hasn't
been that easy, but with the wonder-
ful feed-back from the members, I'm
learning. Plus, | enjoy the fun and

Please see SENIORS on P. 15
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Community Chwristmas Tree Lighting - Veterans Chwistmas Program
Fireworks Booth Fundraiser - Liberty High Business Scholowships
Conmumunity Guidebook - Support for Local Businesses
Support for Local Projects - Interesting Speakers
Great Monthly Mixers - The only thing missing is YOU!

“Why showld I joinvthe Chamber of Commerce?”

1. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce carries the reputation of being a leader
of business integrity in the Ranchos and my affiliation lends my business credibility.

2. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is a close-knit organization in which
members support each other’s businesses.

3. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce requires financial support in order to
perform its job of increasing the economic prosperity of the Ranchos.

4. Because the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce unifies the public spirit of the Ranchos
and directs it into useful and constructive channels that are not limited to business.

5. Because | feel a sense of personal obligation to improve the quality of life in the Ranchos.

Whew's the NEXT Chaunber of Commerce Meeting?

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting,

Wednesday, July 8 at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us and
see what’s going on in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

6/20

Click on ““Local News™ at
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The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

So sorry for that absence, but I’m glad
to be back here getting information to all
of you lovely folks of the Ranchos. We
were fully closed for about a month and a
half, but then opened up curbside pickup
to get you access to books starting May 18
and we then had staff back in the building
to help get that running for everyone, and
it seems to be going great.

Speaking of staff, | do have the sad
news of letting you all know that Kate has
gone off to a new job, but we do have a re-
placement already found. If you get a curb-
side delivery you just may get a chance to
meet our new staff member: Brian. He’s a
fantastic person who is excited to join the
team and loves reading almost as much as
I do.

The official announcement has been
made about the Summer Reading Program
this year and the good news is that it is still
going to happen. We are shifting to a digi-

tal format for tracking your books as well
as for viewing our performers, with curb-
side pickup of prizes that will be awarded
throughout the program. We received a
grant allowing access to a program called
Beanstack for tracking reading this year,
and the program details can be found at
maderacountylibrary.beanstack.org where
you can sign up for this year’s Summer
Reading Program and see just how it will
work. Our lovely members of the Friends
of the Ranchos Library have made it pos-
sible for us to have a lineup of fantastic
performers who will be providing us with
videos to be shared with you all, and prizes
that all go with our STEM based theme of
“Dig Deeper.” As such we have some awe-
some prizes lined up and will be having
weekly drawings to get those out. If you
are unable to utilize the online tracking
program, please contact the library and we
can work something out so that no one is
left out from the fun this year.

As a reminder, we are not yet open to

After Month of Closure, Ranchos Library Still Operational, Opening Soon

the public for browsing (as soon as that is
on the calendar | will be making an an-
nouncement via our Facebook page) but
we do have curbside pickup available if
you want to get a book/movie/audiobook
for yourself. If you don’t have a specific
book in mind, we can always find some-
thing pertaining to a genre, theme, age
range, or type. We love a challenge. Just
give us a call or Facebook message and we
will try our best to help you find something
to read and love.

Library items can be returned through
the book drop on Fridays starting at 10 a.m.
and going until either 5 p.m. or the box is
full, whichever happens first. Due dates are
not being enforced and fines will not be as-
sessed until we have an ability to regularly
offer book returns for you, since that’s just
not fair to do otherwise and we recognize
that.

While we have been closed to the
public we have been working very hard to
get all of the shelves fully organized to

perfection and sanitize all of the surfaces
in the library, but even when we do re-
open there will be some changes in place.
Expect masks to be required for all pa-
trons coming into the building along with
some other potential changes that will be
announced as they are made official. We
are still getting our plan of reopen cleared
by the Public Health department and we
will have to defer to them in our proce-
dures.

In the meantime, we can do curbside
pickup for books/movies/audiobooks and
we still can order items from other libraries
as well, so long as they have opened in
some form or another. I personally appre-
ciate how understanding everyone has
been during this time and can’t wait to see
all of your smiling faces once more as soon
as we can open the doors.

That was a whole lot of news, and |
didn’t have any space to get a book review
in, but I will be sure to make up for it next
month, right here.

SENIORS cont. from P. 11

companionship.”

Josie Turner: “What | derived
most from the Writing Group was the
introspective aspect. The ability to
transfer into words my thoughts,
feelings and memories gave me im-
mense satisfaction and confidence. |
also thoroughly enjoyed the group
sharing their stories.”

Jo Chase: “I truly enjoy our
writing group, though at first I was
hesitant thinking I am not a writer.
The writing prompts help give me a
place to channel my thinking. It is

FIRE cont. from P. 2

care provider for more information.

The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District also cautions residents that
basic cloth or paper face masks often used for
COVID-19 protection do not provide ade-
quate protection from fine particulate matter.
For those choosing to wear protective
face masks as smoke protection, this
professional guidance is provided:
www3.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/ res-
piratory-protection-508.pdf.

Residents can use the District’s Real-
time Air Advisory Network (RAAN) to track
air quality at any Valley location by visiting
myRAAN.com. District air monitoring sta-
tions are designed to detect microscopic PM

www.The Ranchos.com

surprising what comes to mind and
on paper during a quiet time to write.
The fun part comes when we share
our stories. It is wonderful to get to
know each other through our stories
and time together.”

Helen Lowell: “The writing class
is a new adventure for me. | wasn’t
sure, but what an experience. It
makes you look back on your life and
your memories and then write about
them. Another plus, you get to meet
new and interesting people and hear
their stories. It certainly is a class of
learning, writing and lots of laughs.
You know, everyone has a story.

2.5 particles that exist in smoke. However,
larger particles, such as ash, may not be de-
tected. If you smell smoke or see smoke or
falling ash in your immediate vicinity, con-
sider air quality “unhealthy” (RAAN Level
4 or higher) even if RAAN displays a lower
level of pollution.

The public can also check the District’s
wildfire page at www.valleyair.org/ wild-
fires for information about any current wild-
fires affecting the Valley. In addition,
anyone can follow air quality conditions by
downloading the free “Valley Air” app on
their mobile device.

For more information, you can either
visit www.valleyair.org or call the San
Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
office in Fresno at 559-230-6000.

Come join us for two hours. You
might surprise yourself at what you
can write.”

Mary Orcutt: “Margaret called,
and | said ‘Yes’ to her idea that the
Ranchos Hills Senor Center should
start a writing club. With a pre-retire-
ment employment history working as
an English teacher, newspaper re-
porter and then as a Personnel Analyst
investigating and writing up employee
misbehavior, it sounded like fun. In-
deed, it has been. Some weeks we
work on our own projects and others
we work on general writing prompts,
reading aloud our efforts prior to

MASK cont. from P. 2

more frequently with your hands. But fre-
quent handwashing and proper mask place-
ment -- on and off -- greatly reduces
contamination.

3. Some think that ONLY an N95
mask works. The reality is that a cloth mask
used in conjunction with frequent hand
washing greatly reduces the spread of
COVID-19.

4. Masks need to be washed fre-
quently, as in after every use. They can be
washed with other laundry but it should be
on the hottest water setting and hottest
dryer setting possible. You can wash by
hand by using 4 teaspoons of bleach diluted
in 1 quart of water and dry in direct sun-

leaving for the afternoon. Right now,
we are meeting on Zoom, so if you are
looking for a safe way to socialize in
this time of COVID-19 seclusion,
come and check us out. This is a low-
key happy group which both stumbles
and shines in our writing efforts.”

If anyone is interested in joining
the Writing Group, you would be wel-
come. Email Rosemary at Rose-
mary@myrancho.net or Margaret
Tynan at mtynan@sbcglobal.net to join.

Thought for July: “We write to
taste life twice, in the moment and in
retrospect.”— Anais Nin

light, if possible.

5. Although you don’t have to use an
N95 mask, not just any mask will work. A
cloth mask needs multiple layers of fabric
for protection. You can make masks from
tightly woven cotton, like bandannas or T-
shirts.

6. Some say re-breathing CO, (hyper-
capnia) in a mask will make them sick. The
reality is that most people only wear masks
for short periods of time. The odds of get-
ting sick from that is very remote.

7. Some people equate wearing a mask
as an outward sign of weakness, or that
they’ve “given up” and the virus has won.
The reality is a mask simply means you un-
derstand the nature and risks of spreading a
highly contagious virus. Nothing more.
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How Things
Have Changed!

Hello 93636,

After two months of cancelled Cen-
tral California Pico Club (CCPC) work-
shops, we made the decision to resume
earlier this month. The June workshop
was held at CAD'S of Fresno where we
knew it would draw large. Roberto and
his staff are very innovative with finding
new uses for our modern diagnostic
technology. Among other things,
Roberto is currently developing an in-
take/exhaust pressure waveform diag-
nostic. Intake (inhale) and exhaust
(exhale) is the breathing function of an
engine. A properly breathing engine is
absolutely essential to its efficiency and
performance. With modern automotive
engine technology like variable valve
timing and cylinder deactivation,
Roberto's pressure waveform diagnostic
will be very valuable for our industry. In
general, society may have taken a step
backward during the Covid-19 scare, but
I assure you the CCPC did not.

With the many diagnostic advance-
ments presented at the June workshop, |
hit the pause button and began to reflect
on the many changes within my indus-
try during the past 35 years that I've been
involved. Earlier this week, a Ranchos
customer towed his 1950 boat with a 292
Ford inboard engine into the shop for a
"Crank/No Start" complaint. When I re-
moved the engine cover, | could see this
was vintage technology. One of the first

things I noticed was a Mallory distributor ig-
nition. When I popped the distributor cap off,
I saw ignition points, a rotor cap and con-
denser. WOW! It was 1971 all over again for
me. When | was a senior at Fresno High
School, I worked all summer with my dad at
Producers Dairy and saved enough money to
buy a 1957 Chevrolet Belair two-door hard
top with a 327 engine. One of the first up-
grades | made to the 327 was to install a Mal-
lory dual-point ignition distributor. After a
little diagnostic | found the ignition coil had
an internal "open™ in the primary coil wind-
ing. With the re-
placement of the
ignition coil the en-
gine started right up
and ran. Since | did-
n't have available
tune-up  specifica-
tions for a 1950, 292
c.i. Ford inboard en-
gine, | decided to set
the point gap at .016
and check the igni-
tion dwell angle and
base timing to verify
the proper point gap setting. During that
process the engine returned to its "Crank/No
Start" condition. After further diagnostic I de-
termined the condenser also failed which was
probably the cause of the ignition coil failure.
When | replaced the condenser, the engine
started and ran well.

I asked my guys if they knew what an ig-
nition condenser was, how to set an ignition
point gap and adjust ignition dwell angle.

Points-type ignition systems were re-
placed by electronic ignition systems in the
early 70's and | think ignition distributors
were all gone by 2000. The 1950's technol-
ogy is unfamiliar to them.

Earlier this month we had a 2012 Honda
Odyssey roll into the shop with a small en-
gine oil leak. With some testing my guys de-

The Mallory dual-point ... a blast from the past.

termined the Variable Cylinder Management
(VCM) spool valve assembly base gasket was
leaking. The gasket was not available from
Honda without purchasing the entire VCM
valve assembly, so | ordered one from the in-
ternet. We replaced the assembly base gasket
and the external engine oil leak was fixed.
During the “after repair” test drive, the MIL —
the “malfunction indicator lamp” or “check
engine light” — activated for a VCM system
fault. After some research we discovered
Honda had a programing update to repair our
problem. We reprogrammed the vehicle’s
computer, but the
MIL returned.

Honda’s VCM
system deactivates
cylinders under light
engine load condi-
tions allowing the
engine to run on
three or four cylin-
ders. An "ECO" in-
dicator light in the
instrument cluster is
illuminated indicat-
ing cylinder deacti-
vation. Once engine loads increase, the engine
returns back to its 3.5L V-6 engine status.

Our problem turned out to be extremely
difficult to correctly diagnose. Whenever
Kyle had a free moment, | had him research-
ing the engineering and strategy of Honda's
VCM system. After some time, Kyle devel-
oped a diagnostic strategy to correctly diag-
nosis the VCM system. His testing showed
the mechanical and logic function of the sys-
tem was functioning as designed. The only
logical conclusion was the gasket was defec-
tive and caused a high-pressure oil leak inside
the valve assembly. We replaced the assem-
bly and gasket with an original equipment
Honda part and the problem was solved.
GOOD JOB KYLE. I guess buyer beware
when purchasing internet parts.

Last month a Chrysler 300 rolled into the
shop for service, maintenance and repair. One
procedure required the reprogramming of a
module. Chrysler vehicles are very quirky and
not easily programmed by the automotive af-
termarket. Several years ago, a sister shop
brought us a Fresno Police Department
Dodge Charger to program the new door
module they installed. During the program-
ming process we took the whole darn car
down for a power window repair. We towed
the cruiser to the local dealership to complete
the programming. Unknown to us, a police
vehicle's software is not exactly the same as a
passenger vehicle's software and the Charger
went down because we didn't have security
clearance.

Not to be deterred, we learned a valuable
lesson and moved on. With this Chrysler 300
module programing | decided to use two of
my techs working together. Kyle was the lead
technician and Michael was assisting him.
What's unique about this programming proce-
dure was Michael was physically located in
the Los Angeles area. During his summer and
Christmas vacations, Michael works for Com-
plete Car Care. During the school year he is
an automotive electrical engineering student
at Cal Poly Los Angeles. With our J2534 in-
terface connecting Kyle's laptop to the car and
Michael's laptop connected wirelessly, the re-
programming went flawlessly. WAY COOL!
Man oh man how things have changed.

OK guys and gals, that's all for this one.
As always, I'm looking for current, relevant,
informative and/or interesting automotive in-
dustry topics to write about. If you have any
ideas, suggestions, recommendations and/or
general or specific questions concerning a ve-
hicle, | can be reached  at
complete_car_care@hotmail.com or text to
559-907-7661. God Bless America and God
Bless 93636.

Warren Parr, A 2013, 2014 NAPA/ASE
California Technician of the Year

*offer good through 7-31-2020
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By Matt Maringer
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To our Madera community: Let us
start by saying SEMCU offers our
thoughts and condolences to the fami-
lies of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery,
Breonna Taylor and countless others
that have been cut short. As a non-
profit, we believe that everyone has
the right to be heard and move freely,
no matter where they live or the color
of their skin, religion or social stand-
ings. We are committed to continue
improving our community while treat-
ing everyone equally and with dignity.
We do not tolerate discrimination, ha-
rassment or racism and we hold every-
one at SEMCU accountable to these
standards of basic respect and human
decency. We are a community of one
and will continue to listen to every-
one’s thoughts, concerns and sugges-

tions to help improve the Southeast
Madera community in the best way we
can. Your suggestions and comments
are welcome.

Regarding the status of Madera
with COVID-19, we are in the later
stage of two out of the four stages set
in place for California. This stage re-
laxes more retail restrictions and busi-
nesses such as dine-in restaurants,
barber shops and salons and childcare
are now open. We continue to still
urge members of the community to
take precautionary measures by wear-
ing face masks, observing social dis-
tancing, and washing and sanitizing
your hands. As we know, this has been
a tough time for our small businesses
with the pandemic and events such as
the Flatlander’s Parade being can-
celled have not helped. We ask that
you help support these small busi-
nesses any way you can as we con-
tinue to progress and rebound.

We have received many questions
and concerns regarding water in the
Ranchos and what the future holds.
We highly recommend you attend or

call into the monthly Regional Water
Management Group (RWMG) meet-
ings, of which SEMCU is a voting
member. Here is a link to gain more

insight: ~ www.maderacountywater.
com/  regional-water-management-
group. RWMG meetings are on

ZOOM for now, unless they can meet
in person, either in Chowchilla,
Madera and Oakhurst. If you would
like more info or have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to us.

SEMCU’s dishwasher and wash-
ing machine energy grant came to a
successful end. A big part of being
awarded these grants is through the
application process. Based on the
community’s interests in improving
transportation, education, water and
energy savings, schools, parks and
safety, we would like to hear your sug-
gestions for projects for which you
would like us to apply. These ideas
can be submitted to our website or
email at the bottom of the page. We
would like you to include the name of
the grant, how SEMCU would benefit
and any additional info you think

would be helpful.

We at SEMCU are “BY THE
COMMUNITY, FOR THE COMMU-
NITY.” As part of the social distanc-
ing and contending with the
COVID-19, instead of convening our
monthly board meetings, for the fore-
seeable future, we are choosing to
hold our board meetings via telephone
conferencing. We hold our meetings
on the third Monday of every month
starting at 6 p.m. The public is invited
and encouraged to listen in and offer
ideas of projects that can help our
community. To call in, dial: 312-757-
3121. When you get prompted, dial the
access code: 715657949# For more in-
formation you may call: 559-363-9095
or reach us at www.semcu.org and
www.info@semcu.org.

Southeast Madera County United
(SEMCU) is a non-profit benefit or-
ganization promoting local interests
and topics in the SEMCU area. Call
559-363-9095 for information or
email SEMCU at info@semcu.org.The
website is www.semcu.org.

wWwww.therarnchos.corn

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theranchos.corm
www.theranchos.com

www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.com
www.theranchos.corm

CHOICE cont. from P. 10

« When training, give your child re-
alistic and clear expectations. Show your
child exactly what the end product
should look like whether it’s setting the
table, mowing the lawn, or cleaning the
toilet.

 Provide the appropriate tools and
make them accessible.

» Show them how to do it and stick
around to coach the process until you’re
sure they’ve got it.

e Teach them that the job isn’t com-
plete until the tools, clean laundry, etc.
are put away.

* Rotate chores, but not too fre-

quently. Some consistency is valuable
too.

e Choose a few “over and above”
jobs that kids can do for pay but explain
that some things we do just because
we’re part of a family.

The key to it all is consistency. Just
remember that consistency isn’t perfec-
tion, it’s refusing to give up.

Contact Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into
place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, call 559-871-3314 or email
info@organized bychoice.com. You can
also pay a visit online to www. organ
izedbychoice.com.

<+ wo

O<I<W+-Co
O W=t

oo
[<o/w

< | Z

- | w

< O|Ww v
[ AL'SE- 4]
W J|wm
o

W << |0 W
wwzZzuw

| B3

O|— 2 >

—|ZE wox

= 0>Duw
0nZ - o

oz« x

W 4w Z oOw

ofw]w[>
[ =] o
1 = T
o —-Z+
O — =
O < oWk
o0 —w
W IT|W
C|<C |W

o
OO+ <2D0IF

Sl — -

A
N
S

W
=
R
S

=z

0=+ w
>
w

- Il< =
X < | T 20

< Z |0

olw - wjfc/z/oe

L

o

w

4
9
6
L
8
€
G
3
14

D M| O|N |~ |=F|IM~ || O
N ~MOIWLLI OO O~ =TT | ™M
 N|<FT|O M~ MWD | O
N O <l N || M| =T
Mmool | LN~
O W NI~ M|~ |=FT| 0O D
XV T OO O N|O |~ |~

N O~ O©O|O|™M N |0

A=< Z

T
Z 2

W ww-
Wwwoi—w
OO Wwo|ws=s o
< o w0
DWW E| == w

Wi -2 x
—luw</<O

Zwer =
W
W= — @

I

el Al R g4

</clo/o
w S xo
= <o

(o

ol—w=0

éﬂ:@:@ﬂﬁi@‘é :
-"@A

www.The Ranchos.com



Page 18

Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - Over 50
years experience - Tailoring, repairs,
wedding gowns. FAST SERVICE. By
appointment only. 36027 Ruth Ave.
Call 559-645-4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce
today for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

1978 Starfire Cabin Cruiser -

22-foot w/trailer, GREAT CON-
DITION - 351 Ford, 9.8 HP
Honda trolling motor, 2 new bat-
teries, new tires, all work done by
Cronin Marine in Madera Ran-
chos, current license and a cover.
$9,500. Call 304-2019.

Items for sale -- Five-blade ceil-
ing fan. Harbor Breeze “Mont-
clair.” Tiffany style w/remote.
$140. Entry chandelier w/three
lights. Tiffany style. $50. Oneida
“Affection” Silverplate flatware
service for eight. $150. Call 559-
312-0891.

Housecleaning

40 yars of experience - Refer-
ences available - Lupe’s House
Cleaning, residential, one-time
service, move-ins/move-outs,
windows, construction clean up.
LupePrado25@yahoo.com. 559-
916-1528 or 650-771-2915.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RE-
CYCLABLE PICKUP - KIDS
4 RECYCLING offers pickup
of all recyclable materials in-

cluding newspaper, shredded
paper, containers, plastic,
glass, aluminum and card-

board. Call Diana at 999-
6832. Funds support Ranchos
community organizations.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean
Up. TRACTOR WORK Discing -
Rototilling - Mowing - Scraping -
Stump Grinding. Call John at 908-
1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Re-
move hard water stain on home win-
dows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal too. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates. Ask about our SENIOR DIS-
COUNT!

Work Wanted

Available now to work in the
Ranchos. Experienced IT pro-
fessional, experience in account-
ing and photography. Call John
at 559-706-5215.

» Someone late for dinner? To keep po-
tatoes warm without drying them out (as
would happen in an oven), set their serv-
ing dish in a larger pan of hot water and
cover. « "l use a small plastic bowl as a
scoop in my big bag of potting mix. It's a
good amount to pot a small plant, and |
can hold my pot over the bowl to save the
soil." -- R.F. in Oregon ¢ Give your but-
tons a boost! Use clear nail polish to
strengthen the strings holding your but-
tons in place. Just a drop on the face of
each button, and let dry. You'll never
know it's there, but it definitely helps. ¢
"Remember this old trick when camping:
Use salt to keep ice cold and slow the
melt. In fact, | salt the ice in the cooler
whenever we use it, camping or not!" --
G.L. in South Carolina * Challenge your
school-age kids or grandkids to a "word
scavenger hunt™ in the daily newspaper.
You can have them search for words re-
lating to a particular subject, or have a
contest to see who can find the most un-
usual or complex words. It gets them
reading and looking! Preschool-age kids
can use a magazine to do a scavenger
hunt for certain items, like colors, ani-
mals, kitchen items, etc.

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL
32803.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

©2020 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

GO FIGURE! byLinda Thiste

123356789

by Linda Thistle

78 112
9 6 3
2
7 5
6 2 9
2 4
3 2 5(1
1 6
9 4 8

©2020 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on ““Local News’ at



Real Estate

“Real estate is

my life! I make
our real estate

reams a reality.”

& HVESMART

MARIA FOTOPOULOS
REALTOR
559-250-6740 « mfotorealtor@gmail.com

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto * DRE #01454566
“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

#* “DRILLING)
PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14 76:14“&/ Owaned
Madera Snce 1976

6/20

STOP THE PAIN!

“We've got your hack”

D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

. 36754 AVE.12- 6605262 |48

SAY YOUSAWITIN
The Ranchos Independent

The Ranchos Independent
The Ranchos Independent

The Ranchos Independent

www. The Ranchos.com
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By Betty Van Valkenburg
The Country is Breaking Apart

What can average, well-
meaning people do?

Most Americans are just ordinary,
everyday folks. We were raised to re-
spect our elders, clean our plates, fol-
low the law, go to school, make our
beds, brush our teeth, work hard and
do the right thing. We are middle class
or poor or wealthy or somewhere in
between — perhaps at the beginning of
our life’s work or retired. We are blue
collar workers or professionals or min-
imum-wage earners or business own-
ers or stay-at-home moms or teachers
or pastors or even police officers. We
are sons, daughters, moms, dads,
grandmas and grandpas. We have col-
lege or high-school degrees or none at
all. We are of every race, color and
creed. We are Republican, Democrat,
Independent — or none of the above.

We have been horrified by the
daily images of death, injury, open ha-
tred, wanton destruction and anarchy.
We abhor the violence. We mourn the
loss of lives and sympathize with the
loss of homes, businesses, neighbor-
hoods, jobs and livelihoods.

We average folks can’t solve the
world’s problems, although we would
if we could. We can’t wave a magic
wand to stop the hatred and violence.
We can’t confront organized, some-
times armed, rebellion in the streets.
Sadly, ordinary folks across the coun-
try have been betrayed by their elected
officials whose first duty is public
safety. In too many cases mayors and
governors have not only abdicated that
responsibility but have openly excused
or abetted the destruction and vio-
lence. Lawlessness has been the result.

Necessary political change and
accountability should come at the bal-
lot box or by changing hearts and
minds through peaceful persuasion.
Calming voices need to be heard over
the cacophony of racial and political
discord. Is that possible?

Alas, it may take divine interven-
tion to save the country. Meanwhile, we
average citizens have lives to live and
decisions to make. We can deepen the

wounds or heal them. We can sow division or
call for sanity and reason. We can treat every-
one with respect and dignity, and we can
spread the conservative message that equal
rights under the law benefit everyone. We can
be politically active to effect real change.

We can take action on positive proposals

You may find the following issues of
interest and worthy of action, or not. During
the current struggle, they may appear triv-
ial; but they affect our daily lives and well-
being. And when this national nightmare
finally ends, there will still be bills to pay
and kids to feed and educate.

Save Proposition 13 and stop the prop-
erty tax hike. Since 1978, Proposition 13 has
saved property owners — black and white,
liberal and conservative — enormous sums
by keeping property taxes reasonable. But
beware: November’s ballot will include a
proposition to revoke Proposition 13’s pro-
tections for non-residential businesses and
commercial property. It will bear the
friendly title of “California Schools and
Local Communities Funding Act,” but it is
far from friendly. If passed, it will result in
substantial tax increases on large and small
businesses, putting some small shops out of
business and raising prices for the public,
thus hurting the poor the most. You can visit
www.HJTA. org for more information.

Sign a School Choice petition at Cali-
JforniaSchoolChoice.org. California School
Choice is working to qualify a ballot initia-
tive. They learned that government-school
policies and curricula resulted in Califor-
nia’s K-12 students having some of the low-
est test scores in math, science, reading and
writing in the industrialized world. This bad
outcome was across all socio-economic
groups. They found that many policies and
textbooks push social engineering and op-
pose our founding principles. They state that
unless parents can send their children to a
high-performing private, parochial or per-
haps home school, their students can be-
come trapped by their zip code in a failing
public school. (Where’s the protest for bet-
ter education to help lift people out of
poverty?)

It should be obvious that abolishing
police departments would be disastrous for
everyone. Cool heads must prevail to retain
needed police protection while making im-
provements to the system if needed. If some-
one is breaking down your door at 3 a.m., do
you need a police officer or a social worker?
Tell your elected officials what you want.

Bottom line: Racial hatred — whether of
black, white, brown or yellow or by black,
white, brown or yellow — has no place in
American society. Nor does rioting, looting,
assault or arson.

Visit www.teapartypatriots.org for
more information.
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Business Directory * Business Directory * Business Directory * Business Directory
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* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -

Unlimited
Concrete

Lic. #1042108

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

Lory’s Welding
o)o)"'o)"l'os:;‘l“

¥ DRILLING)

PUMP SYSTEMS

674-1663

same dagy service

Gel Involved!

645-4001

2nd Wed. of the month « 6:30 p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

GATE SXSTEMS

e
S
|=1|

559-454 8060

RSl rmiabie s costcieate o fleay DRIVE%YS~EWALKS'COA/IEERCIAL'RESIDENTIAL HEATING & COOLING 41453 Ave. 14 1/2
ose opez M R h
559.779-0401 SN L AN oo handers.com
HIGH QUALITY ”@USH ﬂ.II EEFL:

CA LIC. #934774

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

(all559-242-6352

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CGreate a f/bfi
A @ym ;tj/{e gt

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00

()

- Sun 10:00-3:00

7 PERSONAL
- TO yﬁgﬂ!:! =

Landscaping & Gardening Services
Yard cleanups & hauling » Weed control

BUBBA’'S

WATER TRUCK SERVICE

/ Holding Tanks %
Swimming Pools
I
\ Potable Water

MARION POOL
SERVICE ¢ REPAIR
s, * Weekly Service
* Equipment
* Supplies
* Residential
* Drains - Upstarts « Commercial

Locally owned
and operated!

559-974-2268

660-5262

36754 AVE. 12 - Madera Ranchos

559-347-8408 * www.cvhtc.com

Fully Insured ¢ 8+ Years Experience ¢ Trained Arhorist

':m&h%ﬁéﬁ;fu . ﬂ;:g“;’ ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂ 37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 Lawn('% g;g,(;;,eg f,,e;‘,’jt‘i,‘;‘y f’vﬂ’:’,’%ﬂance Coveriig o7 Call Ging * Locally Owned
anchos Crafters’ Studio ifts not a licensed contractor, [
5 59 82 4 6336 ve. 12, ste. call Mag Anaya Jr. Mountain Areas at 559-289-3401 251.2514 351-1605 645-4799
B r 6 45_1 510 & the Central Valley armail £
37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway) 559-974-1357 BubbasWTS@yahoo.com| | office  cell after 5 p.m,
d{ ckab Aleman’s'Painting Il CY LA E 1 SRAL W4
HE&%NG & AR COND%ﬁNGA 9 y Qf’ﬁ %,- 1 GET PA'D AT 1
LiC. #837274 Interior & Exterior D.O.T. Physicals * Drug Testing 1 1
w B Sports Physicals only $35! 1 e I
Specializing in —?
s Repaints 1 :'_ 1
559-662-033 6 r Reg‘éﬁ; rln?rensglsglﬁa/ ANEY : :
HumMBLE TREE CARE pd l S SR A
5 59-43 8- 82 60 ‘ Se%gzilvl}nznj&ci\%. %H IROERACTIC Esramrrsman v 20085 : RE CYCLI NG :
BONDED & ; Lftflone cenfe
S l d S . _ F E t. t NEURED) coustical Removal T . ] h . &t - . 1 1
" Duct Tosting & Certification | |22 Gotorateing el i 37357 AVE. 12|

|MADERA RANCHOS |,
! next to LEE KITCHEN!

* TIRES
*ALIGNMENTS

* WHEEL &
TIRE
PACKAGES

*LIFT &
LOWERING
KITS

‘ * FREE TIRE
MAINTENANCE

999-831-2937

Mike!s Country, Cllppers‘
BarbergSho&

I-IAI RCWUT

Is13l

Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

439-2004

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

FERNWOOD

GARD ENS
12090 FERNWOOD DR.
MADERA RANCHOS

(559) 645-0634
The Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Making things more complicated than they need to be can be a problem
for the typically orderly Lamb. Try to look for a less intricate way to accomplish the same goals.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Avoiding personal involvement in a troubling situation might be
advisable at this time, especially since you probably don't have all the facts. The weekend brings a
surprise.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A problem with a colleague you thought had been resolved could recur.
However, this time you'll be able to rely on your record to get a quick resolution in your favor. Good
luck.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Giving your self-esteem a boost could be a good idea for the
Moon Child, who might feel a bit daunted by the week's occurrences. Just focus on all your positive
accomplishments.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The "mane" attraction for the Lovable Lion this week is -- what else? --
love. New relationships move to new levels, while long-standing partnerships are strengthened.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A recent workplace problem will prove to be one of
miscommunication, and once the matter is settled, you should have a better chance of getting your
proposals approved.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Good news! After dealing pretty much in the dark with a
matter that seemed to be taking forever to resolve, you should soon be seeing the light at the end of the
tunnel.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A positive message should help lift that energy-draining
sense of anxiety, and you should soon be able to deal with even the peskiest matter, whether at work
or personal.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Try to control that heated Sagittarian temperament
while dealing with what you believe to be an unfair matter. A cool approach is the best way to handle
things.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Nursing hurt feelings could keep you from learning what
went wrong. Ask your partner, a family member or a trusted friend to help you reassess your actions
in the matter.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Nature is dominant this week. Try to spend time outdoors
with someone special. An act of kindness in the past might be recalled by a person you believed was
out of your life.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) An upcoming career decision could be based on how well you might
be able to apply your artistic talents. Make a strong impression. Use the finest samples of your work.

Born this Week.

Doing qood t[»ings for others comes easily to you. YJou Are
considered A good friend, even ]717' those you might hardly know.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

ASTRONOMY
MAGIC MAZE ® TERMS

PDAXVSPNKIFCAXYV

SQOLRGTJHECAXVT

RGNINAWEPNTLEJH
ZENITHEFMODCLRB
YXXEVTXYPOLROPO
AAMKGEOLSTICEHIG
WLEDNPNBPHTZKXW
UTUITRUITQEGOCNL
JIUBSGILMFDIACA
YQXWECVTCYXALAG
ESAHPNOOMEULBSR

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally

Black hole Equinox Nebula Waning
Blue moon Galaxy Phase Waxing
Eclipse Light-year Solstice Zenith
Ecliptic Meteor Sunspot

£2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. ASTRONOMY: How often does the
Sun rotate on its axis?

2. GEOGRAPHY': What is the state capital
of Delaware?

3. GOVERNMENT: Which amendment to
the U.S. Constitution limits presidents to
two terms in office?

4. HISTORY: What was the highest social
class in the early Roman empire?

5. ENTERTAINERS: Which 20th-century
actress was born with the name Lucille
LeSueur?

6. TELEVISION: What were the names of
Elly May's two pet chimpanzees in "The
Beverly Hillbillies"?

7. ART: Which artist painted "The
Persistence of Memory"?

8. MOVIES: What kind of gun did Clint
Eastwood carry in the "Dirty Harry" series?
9. MUSIC: Which singer-songwriter's
nickname was "The Lizard King"?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What is the most
expensive spice on earth?

Answers

uoipes 07
UOSILION WIC '6
6¢ I9POIN
UOSSa/ 72 YIS winube v
1[eq JopeAjes -
a1ssag pue Jaddis
plojmel) ueor
sueloLed
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JsnoQq
sAep Jz Alans ‘abelane uQ -
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110 111 113
115 116 "7
118 119 120
ACROSS 50 Nine-footer ~ 88 Like a spud- 2 White-faced 47 Be worthy of 86 Joking types
1 Boat docks with 88 keys slicing Gl 3 Seldom seen 48 Kids' writer 87 Cowshed
8 Mere penny 53 Game witha 89 Aide to 4 Pupil site Silverstein site
15 Stair face cue stick Santa 5 Greek letters 49 Bacall's first 90 It's faster
20 Generally ~ 54 “Caton— 90 Some small 6 “Nashville” hubby than adagio
21 Infused with Tin Roof" batteries director 50 — monster 92 Laid down
carbon 55 Bakery treat 91 Holiday tree Robert 51 Chiles — the lawn?
dioxide 56 Atypical pets topper 7 Arab, e.g. (Mexican 93 “The Queen”
22 Cosmetics 57 Taco sauce 92 Really mad 8 Unduly quick dishes) star Helen
queen brand 95 Film director 9 Slender fish 52 Gist 94 Seventh- —
Lauder 59 Everyone, in Martin 10 Force torise 55 Blatz brewer stretch
23 Holiday tree German 98 Alternative to 11 Shuttingin 58 West 95 Ward of TV
brighteners 61 Topic in drapes 12 Fuel gas Virginia’s 96 Fidel of
25 Figure question 102 Merit 13 Court divider state flower, Cuba
skating 62 Beddy-bye 103 Spanish 14 Grid stats for short 97 Sounded off
category clothes province 15 Annul 60 Fudd of 98 Poorer
26 Baby blues, 65 Gravity- capital 16 Sci-fi's cartoondom 99 Donald's first
say defying party 104 Cellular stuff Asimov 62 California’s wife
27 Detroit loc. decoration 105 Rick’s love in 17 Smell awful — Beach 100 “Zorba the
28 By way of 69 Have a go at a 1942 fim 18 Uncanny 63 Osaka's land Greek”
29 — Babies 70 Reply to 106 Farmland 19 Tumnto 000 64 Smarmy novelist
30 Infoon a “You are unit 24 Did perfectly smile Kazantzakis
library slip not!” 110 Cleanedup 29 Secret taste- 66 Pouty face 101 John —
31 Thing swung 72 Spoiled some leaves test label 67 Epps of TV's (tractor
on a court stars’ 111 What eight of 30 Strike mark ‘House" maker)
34 Undermined problems this puzzle's 31 Defreeze 68 Smarmy 105 Lacks entity
38 Federal 73 Running answers 32 Conception 71 Barber's cut 106 Play units
case, so to back Smith have 33 Fisher'snet 74 Some 107 Greek
speak 75 ProatPR 115 Sawwood 34 Tinfoil, e.g. minors letters
39 Countrified 78 Crude abode 116 Capital of 35 Irish money 76 Boxing 108 Artist
40 See 42- 79 “Hud" New Jersey 36 BP gas combo Magritte
Across actress 117 Paying to brand 77 H'wood type 109 Imtable
41 German's Patricia stay at 37 Painter Frida 81 Wise soul 111 Fuel additive
“one” 80 Morales of 118 Disburdened 40 Instructed 82 Some brand
42 With 40- filmand TV 119 Like mustard jointly Snapple 112 Mr. Capote,
Across, 84 Pinocchio, 120 Post-Trojan 42 Uses a divan products to his pals
headwear for for one War tale 43 Belts place 83 Cruise stop 113 Weed B —
doing laps 86 Rosary's 44 Acquire, as 85 Big brand of (lawn care
46 William Tell nonreligious DOWN debt nonstick product)
wielded one relative 1 Knight's club 45 Stroll cookware 114 In — case



SEMCU community, as we continue to
fight through these unprecedented times, we are
always looking to do more. We would like
to hear from you. We would like to get
your opinions and suggestions on
additional projects with which we can help.

Please reach out to us
and let us know your thoughts.

Our contact information is
at the bottom of the page.

Until further notice, the
regqular SEMCU meetings will

take place via teleconference.

Our next meeting is Monday, July 20 at 6 p.m.
The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.
Please let us know if you have any questions.



