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What will have over 50 acres, half a million square feet
of buildable commercial space and is coming
to the corner of Avenue 12 and Highway 41?

Are you ready for the next phase
of the Riverstone Development?
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TheMadera County Sheriff’s Office
has been made aware that a man has been
making phone calls to citizens through-
out the county impersonating a Sheriff’s
Sergeant regarding outstanding warrants.
THIS IS A SCAM.
The Sheriff’s Office will never re-

quest funds or personal identifying in-
formation over the phone. If you receive
a phone call of this nature, please contact
Madera County Sheriff’s Dispatch at
559-675-7770.
Based on the information provided

to the Sheriff’s Department, the man
identifies himself as Madera County
Sheriff’s Sergeant Paul Eubanks. He
makes phone calls from a 559 area code
number and has a voicemail set up at the
return number with the same identifying
information.

Again -- THIS IS A SCAM. There
is no one employed by that name at
Madera County Sheriff’s Office. If you
are contacted by this man, do not provide
ANY information to him, and please im-
mediately contact the Sheriff’s Office di-
rectly at 559- 675-7770.
The investigation into the identity of

this individual remains ongoing. If you
have information regarding this case,
please contact Madera County Sheriff’s
Office at 559-675-7770.

Caller ScamsAs
Sheriff’s Sgt.

A Burlington Northern Santa Fe
freight train derailed Monday morn-
ing, June 18, just south of Avenue 12
at the Pacific Ethanol plant. The Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol stated that
the train derailed at approximately
9:55 a.m. and stopped all traffic on
Avenue 12 until approximately 4:15
p.m. when clean-up crews were able
to re-open the road. BNSF shares the

tracks with Amtrak and the derail-
ment interrupted Amtrak San
Joaquin train service for a good por-
tion of the day, resulting in many
Amtrak passengers having to be
shuttled between Fresno and Merced
by bus.
Authorities reported that the

freight train was hauling empty grain
cars when two locomotives and one

car came off the track at a track
switch just outside of the Pacific
Ethanol plant. The derailment sent
the cars onto the dirt shoulder of the
tracks. There were no injuries re-
ported and rail officials said there
was no hazardous waste on board.
While Avenue 12 was closed, all

traffic in and out of the Ranchos was
diverted to Road 33 ½.

A pair of Burlington Northern Santa Fe locomotives, sim-
ilar to this one, and a freight car were derailed on June 18
and shut down Avenue 12 for the better part of the day.,

BNSF Train Jumps Track, Ties Up Avenue 12

By Randy Bailey

The first commercial phase of the Riverstone develop-
ment at Highway 41 and Avenue 12 popped up on the in-
ternet on June 17 and proposes approximately 50 acres for
business development with around a half-million square
feet of buildable area for commerce.
The particulars for this part of the development are

being handled by Retail California, a division of Pearson
Realty out of Fresno. The website makes it very clear that,
“… all negotiations relating to the purchase, renting or leas-
ing of the property …” are to be handled exclusively by the
North Palm of-
fice through
agents Michael
Arfsten and
Nick Frechou.
Riverstone’s

Plan
The plan

for Riverstone
ultimately will
be 6,578
homes when
all building is
complete in its
eight “dis-
tricts.” Sup-
porting those
districts will
be an esti-
mated 1.4 mil-
lion square
feet of commercial space. Developers are banking on new
homeowners to support the businesses, as well as people
from North Fresno, the Ranchos and Madera. Additionally,
its literature points out, “State Highway 41 is the main Cen-
tral California access route to Yosemite National Park and
its surrounding mountain communities. Average annual
tourism attendance at Yosemite is 3.7 million visitors.”

Three “Districts”
The developers have proposed three commercial dis-

tricts to service the community when it is completed, with
the “Market District” on the southwest corner of Highway
41 and Avenue 12, basically the “gateway” to Riverstone,
acting as the first of the three districts to be developed. In
this first district, planners are anticipating a grocery store,
office space and retail businesses.
To the north, on the northwest corner of Avenue 12

and Highway 41, will be the “Civic District.” Planners
are billing it as, “… for those who crave day-to-night en-
ergy and metropolitan cool.” They are planning 45 acres
zoned for commercial use in this “urban side” of River-
stone, anticipating shopping, dining and even live con-

certs in the
central plaza.
This will be
in addition to
the homes,
parks and a
c o m m u n i t y
clubhouse.
The final

of the three
c o mm e r c i a l
districts will
be the “Town
Center” lo-
cated to the
west on Av-
enue 12,
which is set
to be sur-
rounded by
“Parks, com-

mercial space … all connected by a Main Street thor-
oughfare and mixed-use central plaza, with shops and
restaurants.”
The real estate agents are offering available business

space from between 1,200 square feet to as large as 65,000
square feet.
Riverstone was named America’s Best Master-Planned

Community at the 2018 Nationals in Orlando, Fla., spon-
sored by the National Association of Home Builders.



Page 3

www.The Ranchos.com

6
/1
8

“My air conditioning quit on me, so I called Complete Car Care. Billy got me in right away and gave me an estimate.

Billy and Warren were able to get my car repaired and out the door for even less than the estimate that same day.”

Maureen

“Friendly and honest customer service. I love that they send a detailed report to your email so you know exactly what

they found while your car is still being worked on. Fast service. Would definitely recommend!”

Lexandra
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check out

In Good Hands
with WARREN PARR
on Page 16 for useful and

informative automotive topics

FREEDaily Pick Upand Deliveryfrom 93636

What are Your Neighbors Saying?
Facebook 6 Reviews 5 Stars • Google 82 Reviews 4.9 Stars • Demand Force 319 Reviews 4.9 Stars
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2018. Delivery must be by August 31, 2018.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Wednesday, July 4 at 8:30 p.m.
Golden Valley Baptist Church Parking Lot
Bring a dessert to share, lawn chairs

and your safe and sane, California-approved
fireworks for a celebration here!

6/
18

Sunday School   9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
559-645-170012414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos

www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org

Golden Valley Baptist Church
Family Celebration!

By Ed Ring

In 2017, when cracks appeared in the
Oroville Dam’s spillway, more than
180,000 Californians faced the prospect of
floods. The emergency came a few years
after Californians had overwhelmingly ap-
proved Proposition 1, a ballot measure to
spend $7.1 billion on water-storage proj-
ects. In the drought-stricken Golden State,
where runoff from rain and snowmelt races
uselessly into the Pacific Ocean, the propo-
sition won wide support, with voters ap-
proving it, two-to-one. But four years after
passage, the state water commission has
yet to assign a dime of funding for storage.

California once performed miracles in
building infrastructure to quench the thirst
of its residents and agricultural producers.
In the 1960s, Governor Pat Brown oversaw
construction of the San Luis Reservoir, ca-
pacity 2 million acre-feet. Approved for
construction in 1963, it was completed by
1968—five years from start to finish.
Those days are long gone. Any surface-
storage project now faces years of litiga-
tion from environmental groups such as the
powerful Sierra Club. At every stage in the
construction process, delays of months or
years ensue to resolve well-funded lawsuits
launched under every conceivable pretext,

from habitat destruction to inundation of
Native American artifacts.

Nevertheless, the California Water
Commission has finally announced its
plans to fund new projects with the money
from Proposition 1. Many Californians
were surprised to learn that the proposi-
tion’s fine print stipulated that only a third
of the money was ever intended to fund
water storage. The rest is earmarked for
other projects, ranging from habitat
restoration to levee upgrades. Neither the
commission nor most of the applicant
agencies offer clarity as to how much ad-
ditional storage the projects will add to
California’s normal water supplies in an
average year.

Clearly, some of the projects will
make a tremendous difference to Califor-
nia’s parched water economy. The pro-
posed Sites Reservoir, to be built just west
of the Sacramento River, promises a ca-
pacity of nearly 2 million acre-feet; it alone
could contribute a half-million acre-feet or
more to the state’s water supply even in
drought years, and much more in years
with normal rainfall. Similarly, the Tem-
perance Flat Reservoir will expand an ex-
isting reservoir on the San Joaquin River.

H2O Storage: Approved, Not Built

Please see H2O on P. 18
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By Randy Bailey

Back in November of 2016 we
started to see a trend in California. In
that election, there were 24 legislative
seats up for grabs that had a unique fea-
ture about all of them: There were only
Democrats on the ballot. Probably the
pièce de résistance was the lack of a Re-
publican candidate for the U.S. Senate.
Californians actually got to choose be-
tween which Democrat they really
wanted for that spot.

Now, in 2018, there will be 41 leg-
islative seats sporting Democrats only on
our ballot. There will be no Republican
candidate for Lt. Governor, Insurance
Commissioner or Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction. For the second time in
two consecutive elections, there will be
no Republican candidate for the U.S.
Senate. With 80 Assembly Districts in
play this election, 25 will not have a Re-
publican challenger. The same can be
said for six of the state’s 20 Senate Dis-
tricts. And out of 53 congressional dis-
tricts, 10 of them will be solely
Democrats on the ballot.

In 2016 there were four races that
were all Republican; this year there is one.

In June of 2010, Proposition 14 ap-
peared on the ballot in California and
was proposed as a constitutional amend-
ment that would transform California's
elections (except presidential elections)
into what is now being called a “jungle

primary,” so-called because it is survival
of the fittest -- in this case the top two
vote getters -- who get to advance to the
general election in November.

Prop 14 wasn’t snuck in on us in the
middle of the night. It passed with al-
most 54 percent of the vote, but in a clas-
sic example of “so you think your vote
doesn’t count, huh?” that 54 percent was
a pitiful reflection of California citizens.
There were 37.35 million people living
in California then and 16.9 million of
them registered to vote. Only 5.3 million
showed up to vote that day in June. And
of those 5.3 million, 2,868,945 said
“yes” to re-inventing our elections. Ap-
proximately 7 1/2 percent of the people
in California got us where we are today.

Thanks.
The idea (allegedly) was to open up

California’s election process. Instead of
having elections dominated by just two
parties -- Democrats and Republicans --
the “top two” concept would potentially
allow an independent third party to scoot
in to the final top two and be a player in
the general election if they would just
get out there and work hard. At least
that’s how it was supposed to work on
paper. The reality? We have gone from
an election process dominated by just
two parties to an election process domi-
nated by just one party.

I don’t know a lot, but I’d be will-
ing to bet the farm that if 41 legislative
seats were Republican only; there were

Enough is Enough

“ ... American
foreign policy

is not simply
focused on

theprevention
of war but

the expansion
of freedom.

Modern
conservatism

is an active,
not a reactive

philosophy.”

no Democratic Lt. Governor, Insurance
Commissioner or Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction candidates; no Democrat
U.S. Senate candidate (for the second
time); 25 out of 80 Assembly Districts
were just Republican candidates and
ditto for six of the state’s 20 Senate Dis-
tricts; and 10 of 53 congressional dis-
tricts were solely Republican contenders,
we probably would have heard about it
by now. What do you think?

I think it’s time we called our as-
semblyman, Frank Bigelow (916-319-
2005) and senator, Anthony Cannella
(916-651-4012) and said, “Fix this!”

Assemblyman Frank Bigelow
State Capitol
Suite #4158
Sacramento, CA 94249

Senator Anthony Cannella
State Capitol
Room 5082
Sacramento, CA 95814

Editorial
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A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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Part of the required duties of

my job is to be out on the f loor

observing interact ions and coach-

ing and ass is t ing the employees

and caregivers whenever neces-

sary. Basical ly, eavesdropping is

official ly part of my job descrip-

t ion. I get paid to be nosy. So

that ’s pre t ty cool . I hear some

pret ty funny things in my capac-

i ty as depar tmenta l Gladys

Kravi tz and I keep wri t ing about

i t because i t makes for some

amusing anecdotes.

While scouting the HR depart-

ment a while back, I overheard a

caregiver asking my staff for a

letter stating she is employed, but

we don’t have hours available for

her to work. She needed some-

thing to give

the welfare of-

f ice to prove

she has done

her due di l i -

gence by hav-

ing a job, but

we won’t put

her to work so

she needs her

housing and

food stamps

and chi ld care .

That las t one

made my eyebrows shoot up so

fast they disappeared in my hair-

l ine for a spl i t second. Why do

you need chi ld care i f we can’ t

manage to actual ly put you to

work?

My employee, who was

clear ly feel ing a l i t t le bul l ied at

the moment , was about to pr in t

out one of our form let ters that

verif ies employment. I stepped in

and added a small piece of infor-

mat ion. I typed: “Severa l shi f ts

available, employee has worked a

total of _______ hours in the last

90 days ,” into the le t ter and had

my employee f i l l in the care-

giver’s to ta l hours in the las t

three months. I t was less than 20

hours. Needless to say, when the

caregiver read her let ter she was

incensed. How dare I ins inuate

that she could work but didn’ t

want to . Fai r , we have shif ts

avai lable . Would you l ike to

work? Evident ly , she was too

busy taking care of her kids to

work. But aren’ t you trying to

keep your chi ld care? She didn’t

Gotta’ Work to be Working

answer . She snatched the le t ter

out of my hand and stormed out

wi thout schedul ing herse l f for

any shif ts . She gave me a nasty

l i t t le papercut , which I suppose

could be Karma’s l i t t le love bite,

but I’ll wear that badge with pride

if I have managed to prevent even

one able-bodied

person from

living off the

t a x p a y e r s

ra ther than

working. I wish

I could have

been in that

welfare off ice

when she

turned in that

le t ter to see

how it was re-

ceived. Need-

less to say, that l i t t le sentence

remains a permanent part of all of

our employment ver i f ica t ion le t -

ters .

This is not an uncommon phe-

nomenon. We often hire and train

new caregivers with the intention

of put t ing them to work only to

have them take thei r offer le t ter

and cert if icate of complet ion and

disappear in to the fores t . They

usual ly show up again a few

months la ter when they want to

recer t i fy thei r welfare benef i t s .

That’s when we have a l i t t le

showdown l ike the one above. I

don’ t know al l the requirements

for receiving welfare benef i t s

such as food stamps, housing and

child care, but it has become clear

that having a job is at least some-

where in the regula t ion manual .

Working that job, however, is not.

The idea of working clear ly

has a dif ferent connota t ion to

these cats . They think that jus t

having their name included in the

Newsf lash: You have to
work to be work ing o ther -
wise you are mooching ,
leeching or sponging. I f you
can work but choose ins tead
to have hardwork ing Ameri -
cans pay your bi l l s , you are
a parasi te .

Please see GENWHY on P. 7

6/18

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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employer’s big book of l i fe some-

where magical ly ent i t les them to

the taxpayers’ money. Newsf lash:

You have to work to be working

otherwise you are mooching, leech-

ing or sponging. I f you can work

but choose ins tead to have hard-

working Americans pay your bil ls ,

you are a parasi te .

I am really quite tired of people

who are physical ly and menta l ly

capable of holding down a job but

choose, instead, to si t at home and

lie to the government. Welfare and

socia l programs were designed to

help get people back on thei r fee t

and yet somehow it has turned into

a l i fes ty le . The mindset is that

someone else can provide for my

kids as long as I pretend to have a

job. Why should I work when there

is a big vat of cash sit t ing in Wash-

ington just wai t ing for me to grab

my share? And there in l ies the

biggest issue. There real ly are peo-

ple who bel ieve that welfare is

thei r fa i r share , that they have

some claim on the money paid into

by hardworking Americans just be-

cause it is si t t ing there.

Government assistance is there

to help for the short-term; it is a re-

source to get people through the

tough times, not a means of perma-

nent financial support. The point is

to accept assistance while you get

stabilized, find a job, get back on

track, out of the hole and return to

being a productive member of soci-

ety. Many Americans use the pro-

gram exactly as designed. On the

other hand, there are many people

taking advantage of this system be-

cause it is easier to sit at home on

the couch then don a McDonald’s

uniform and flip burgers for eight

hours a day. Sadly, it would appear

that this attitude has become com-

monplace, the product of a live-free,

love-free, let someone else pick up

the check society. Why worry about

taking care of your own business

when there are people out there that

will do it for us. It won’t be long be-

fore there are more people taking

from the magical money trough than

adding to it. I have only one ques-

tion: When there is no money left in

the big welfare checking account and

people are scrounging every penny

just to buy a burger, do you suppose

they will want fries with that?

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.6
/1
8

NEW DAILYLUNCH SPECIALS

CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •

FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

6
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Getting Fruity

by Jean Briner
W h e n I w a s d o i n g r e s e a r c h

f o r t h e s e a r t i c l e s , I r e a d a

w e b s i t e c l a i m i n g t o b e a b l e t o

g r i l l a n y t h i n g i n t h e p r o d u c e

d e p a r t m e n t . L a t e r , I w a s p i c -

t u r i n g t h e p r o d u c e d e p a r t m e n t

i n m y h e a d a n d I w o u l d l i k e t o

c h a l l e n g e t h e a u t h o r o f t h a t a r -

t i c l e t o p r o v e t o m e h e r c l a i m .

A t t h e t i m e I h a d a n a r t i c h o k e

c o o k i n g i n m y p r e s s u r e c o o k e r

( a b o u t 1 0 - 1 5 m i n u t e s a n d i t i s

r e a d y t o e a t ) . T h e n I t h o u g h t

o f c a b b a g e o r l e t t u c e ( a l t h o u g h

m y G r a n d m a w o u l d b r i n g l e t -

t u c e i n f r o m t h e g a r d e n a n d

w i l t i t i n a p a n w i t h v i n e g a r

a n d s u g a r a n d i t w a s y u m m y ) .

H o w c a n t h e y b e g r i l l e d ?

E v e r s i n c e I c a n r e m e m b e r ,

w h e n w e b r o u g h t a w a t e r m e l o n

i n t o t h e h o u s e t h e r e w a s r o o m

m a d e i n t h e r e f r i g e r a t o r f o r i t

t o g e t c o l d . I n e v e r h e a r d o f

c o o k i n g a w a t e r m e l o n o r a n y

f r u i t f o r t h a t m a t t e r e x c e p t

w h e n w e w o u l d c o o k p e a c h e s ,

p e a r s o r a p r i c o t s t o p r e p a r e

t h e m f o r c a n n i n g .

I f o u n d a r e c i p e f o r g r i l l e d

w a t e r m e l o n t h a t I w i l l p a s s o n

t o y o u –

Gr i l l e d Wa t e rme l on Sa l a d
1 w a t e r m e l o n - 3 t o 4

p o u n d s

( P r e f e r a b l y s e e d l e s s a n d

n o t t o o r i p e }

¼ C E x t r a v i r g i n o l i v e o i l ,

p l u s e x t r a f o r b r u s h i n g o n t h e

m e l o n

3 T l i m e j u i c e ( a b o u t 2

l i m e s )

J u i c e o f 1 l a r g e n a v e l o r -

a n g e

P i n c h o f c a y e n n e p e p p e r t o

t a s t e

P i n c h o f s e a o r k o s h e r s a l t

t o t a s t e

¼ C c h o p p e d f r e s h m i n t

½ C c r u m b l e d f e t a c h e e s e

( o p t i o n a l )

P r e h e a t a g a s g r i l l o r b u i l d

a c h a r c o a l f i r e f o r d i r e c t

g r i l l i n g .

C u t t h e w a t e r m e l o n i n h a l f

l e n g t h w i s e , t h e n c u t e a c h h a l f

i n h a l f . C u t t h e s e q u a r t e r s i n 2

i n c h t h i c k s l i c e s . B r u s h t h e

s l i c e s l i g h t l y w i t h o l i v e o i l

a n d s e t a s i d e u n t i l r e a d y t o

g r i l l .

C o m b i n e l i m e a n d o r a n g e

j u i c e s . T a s t e , i f i t i s t o o t a r t ,

a d d m o r e o r a n g e j u i c e . I t

s h o u l d t a s t e l i k e a “ s o u r ” o r -

a n g e . A d d t h e s a l t a n d p e p p e r

a n d w h i s k c o n t i n u a l l y w h i l e

a d d i n g t h e o i l i n a t h i n s t r e a m .

W h i s k u n t i l t h i c k e n e d . T a s t e

a n d a d j u s t t h e o i l a n d s a l t t o

y o u r l i k i n g . A d d t h e m i n t a n d

s e t a s i d e .

J u s t b e f o r e s e r v i n g , p l a c e

t h e o i l e d w a t e r m e l o n s l i c e s o n

a v e r y c l e a n c o o k i n g g r a t e d i -

r e c t l y o v e r t h e h e a t s o u r c e .

G r i l l u n t i l m a r k e d a n d j u s t

w a r m e d t h r o u g h b u t s t i l l

c r u n c h y . A b o u t 2 t o 3 m i n u t e s

p e r s i d e . S e t a s i d e t o c o o l .

C u t o f f t h e r i n d a n d d i s -

c a r d . C u t t h e w a t e r m e l o n i n t o

c h u n k s a n d p l a c e i n a s e r v i n g

b o w l . P o u r t h e d r e s s i n g o n t o p

a n d t o s s l i g h t l y . T o p w i t h t h e

f e t a i f y o u a r e u s i n g i t a n d a n -

o t h e r p i n c h o f c a y e n n e .

I l o v e p i n e a p p l e , b o t h

c a n n e d a n d f r e s h . I f o u n d t h e

f o l l o w i n g r e c i p e f o r g r i l l e d

p i n e a p p l e , b u t I ’ m n o t s u r e I

w o u l d u s e a l c o h o l , b u t t h a t i s

y o u r c h o i c e . I f y o u d o u s e t h e

a l c o h o l , b e r e a l c a r e f u l w h e n

p u t t i n g i t o n t h e g r i l l a s i t w i l l

f l a r e u p f o r s u r e . O f c o u r s e

y o u c o u l d u s e t h e t e q u i l a o r

r u m j u s t t o s h o w o f f l i k e s e e -

i n g C h e r r i e s J u b i l e e b e i n g

s e r v e d i n a r e s t a u r a n t . B u t f a i r

w a r n i n g : H a v e e v e r y o n e , e s p e -

c i a l l y t h e k i d s , s t a n d w e l l

b a c k . Y o u d o n ’ t w a n t s i n g e d

e y e b r o w s .

Gr i l l e d P i n e app l e De s s e r t
1 P i n e a p p l e , p e e l e d , c o r e d

a n d s l i c e d i n 1 i n c h t h i c k

s l i c e s

¾ C T e q u i l a o r R u m * *

¾ C B r o w n S u g a r

1 ½ t s p . V a n i l l a

½ t s p . G r o u n d C i n n a m o n

V a n i l l a i c e c r e a m

P r e h e a t g r i l l . M i x l i q u o r ,

s u g a r , v a n i l l a a n d c i n n a m o n

t o g e t h e r u n t i l s u g a r i s d i s -

Click on “Local News” at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

6/18 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at

Please see RECIPE on P. 9
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping 

Call for an inspection TODAY!
6/18
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*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 7/25/18

37357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN 
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

6
/1
8

Aluminum Cans
20¢/lb. MORE*

(25 lbs. or more)

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.



s o l v ed . P l a c e p i n e app l e on g r i l l .
B a s t e w i t h s u g a r m i x t u r e w h i l e
g r i l l i n g , t u r n i n g o c c a s i o n a l l y .
G r i l l f o r a b o u t 1 0 m i n u t e s .
S e r v e h o t o n d e s s e r t p l a t e w i t h
a s c o o p o f v a n i l l a i c e c r e a m o n
t o p .

* * Yo u c o u l d u s e p i n e a p p l e
j u i c e .

S t o n e f r u i t i s e a s y t o g r i l l .
W a s h t h e f r u i t a n d p a t i t d r y .
C u t i n h a l f a n d b r u s h o n s o m e
b u t t e r a n d g r i l l . D o n ’ t c o o k t o o
l o n g , a b o u t 1 0 - 1 5 m i n u t e s f o r
g o o d g r i l l m a r k s .

G r i l l e d F r u i t
2 r i p e b a n a n a s
2 r i p e p e a c h e s
1 p o u n d c o n t a i n e r o f S t r a w -

b e r r i e s
1 S t i c k b u t t e r
1 T S u g a r
P e e l t h e b a n a n a . W a s h t h e

p e a c h e s a n d s t r a w b e r r i e s a n d
p a t d r y . S l i c e t h e p e a c h e s i n t o
q u a r t e r s , m a k i n g s u r e t h e y a r e
l a r g e e n o u g h t o p u t s t r a i g h t o n
t h e g r i l l . H u l l t h e s t r a w b e r -
r i e s .

P l a c e t h e s t r a w b e r r i e s o n

a l u m i n u m f o i l , s p r i n k l e w i t h
s u g a r a n d w r a p . B r u s h b u t t e r o n
e a c h b a n a n a a n d e a c h p e a c h
s l i c e .

P u t a l l t h e f r u i t o n t h e g r i l l .
I f t h e f l a m e s g e t t o o h i g h , p u t
t h e l i d o n t h e g r i l l . G r i l l u n t i l
t h e r e a r e v i s i b l e g r i l l m a r k s o r
b l a c k c r i s p s . D e p e n d i n g o n t h e
h e a t d o n o t c o o k l o n g e r t h a n 1 5
m i n u t e s .

B a n a n a s t a k e t h e l e a s t
a m o u n t o f t i m e a n d a r e u s u a l l y
done i n abou t 10 minu t e s . S t r aw -
be r r i e s t a k e t h e l onge s t . Remove
t h e f r u i t a s s o o n a s i t i s d o n e .
Th i s c an be s e r v ed a s a s i d e d i s h
w i t h d i n n e r o r a s t h e d e s s e r t .
S e r v e a s p o o n o f t h e f r u i t o n a
s l i c e o f p o u n d c a k e w i t h a d o l -
l op o f wh ipped c r e am o r a s coop
o f i c e c r e am .

A r t i c h o k e D o u b t s
I n t h e f i r s t p a r t o f t h i s a r t i -

c l e I s a i d I d o u b t e d t h a t a n a r t i -
c h o k e c o u l d b e g r i l l e d . W e l l , I
f o u n d o u t I w a s w r o n g . I t c a n b e
g r i l l e d . W h e n I w e n t o n t h e
F o o d N e t w o r k w e b s i t e t h e r e
w e r e 9 1 r e c i p e s .

T h i s a r t i c l e o r i g i n a l l y a p -
p e a re d i n J u l y 2 0 1 5 .
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RECIPE cont. from P. 8

• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137

6/
18
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Click on “Local News” at

Up,UpandAway!

Somepeoplehaveall theluck.

Thistimeit’sme!
Imagineyougetacall—free round-tripair-

faretoHawaii,freeaccommodationsandfood,plus

yougetpaidtobethere.Scam?No,aclientlooking

forsomeorganizingassistanceaftermovingtoHon-

olulu.OK,soI’llhavetodoalittleworkwhilethere,

butwakingupforworkinHawaiihastobeatwak-

inguphere,right?Ifyou’repreparingtoflyawaythis

summerlikeIam,herearesometipsforyourtrip.

1. Labelalargeplasticenvelopeforyourtrip
information and resources. This can house your

reservation confirma-

tions, tickets, packing

checklist, photocopies

of your prescriptions,

passports, postcard

stamps, as well as

brochures andmemo-

rabiliayoucollectwhile

onyourtrip.

If you prefer a

more “techy” version,

consider using Tripit,

TripCaseortheKayakapptostoreandaccessyour

itinerary,confirmations,tickets,etc.onyourphone.

2. Preparetobeawayfromhomebyputting
aholdonyourmail(www.usps.com)andnewspa-

persubscriptions.Alertyourcreditcardcompanyif

travelingabroadsoit’snotflaggedwhenusedinan

unusual location.Arrangecare for pets andplants.

Protectyourhomebyputtinghouselightsonatimer

andsecuringvaluables.Giveyourcontact infoand

itinerarytoaneighbor/friend.

3. Packonlywhatyouabsolutelyneed. I’m
thefirsttobreakthisrulewhentravelingbycar,but

when flying, excess costs time, space andmoney.

Use a packing checklist available online or create

your own. Use your itinerary to guide your

wardrobechoices.

4. KeepinmindtheTSArules includingthe
3-1-1 rule for carry-on liquids. Theymust be 3.4

ouncesorsmallerandfittogetherinoneclearquart-

sizedresealablebag.Whenpossible,replaceliquids

withanalternative likemake-upremoverclothsor

solidbugrepellentandsunscreenstick.

Toexpeditethesecuritycheck,bringcarkeys,

loose change, money clip, belt, cell phone, pens,

jewelry,etc.toairportinaclearresealablebag.Once

you’recleared,relocateitemstoyourpockets,purse,

etc.

Consider using a TSA Luggage Lock

(www.amazon.com), to secure your suitcase en

route and at your hotel. TSA can open it without

breaking the lock and relock it when a search is

complete.Tieabrightlycoloredluggagetagorrib-

bontoyoursuitcasetodistinguishit fromtheother

50blacksuitcasesonthebaggagecarousel.

5. Findoutwhatamenitiesyourhoteloffers
(hair dryers, beach towels, shampoo, etc.) so you

don’tpackthingstheyprovide.Ifyouneedtobring

beachtowels,shrinkthemusingSpaceSaverbags

—novacuumneeded.You can also use these to

shrinkyourdirty laundryfor thetriphome.Unfor-

tunately,you’llstillhavethesamenumberofloads

todoonceyou’rethere.

6. Usetheinsideofshoestopacksmallitems
storedinsidesmallresealablebags.Putshoesingal-

lon-size resealable bags and place them near the

wheelsof thesuitcasesotheydon’tcrushclothing.

Packsomeextrabagsforwetsuits,snacks,etc.Use

packingcubes tokeepyouroutfitsorcategoriesof

clothing organized

within your suitcase.

Roll soft clothing to

maximizespace.

7. To protect
necklaces from tan-
gling, thread them
through straws and

placetheminresealable

bagsortoothbrushhold-

ers.Store ringsandear-

ringsinseven-dayplasticpillholdersorinsnack-size

resealablebagspinnedtothecorrespondingoutfit.

8. Inordertobepreparedfor lay-overs, lost
luggage,etc.,besure topackthefollowinginyour

carry-onbag:

Collapsible water bottle with filter

(www.amazon.com)

Snacks

Prescriptions

Printedtickets,confirmations,passport,ID

Valuables–camera,jewelry,computer

Achangeofclothes/underwear

Smallselectionoftoiletries

Chargers

Whether you’re on yourway toGrandma’s

ortoanall-inclusiveresort,Ihopeyouhaveawon-

derfultime.ALOHA!

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place)at P.O.Box
26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-3314
or email info@organized bychoice.com. You
can also visit www. organizedbychoice.com.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Imagine you get a call— free round-
tripairfaretoHawaii,freeaccommodations
and food, plus you get paid to be there.
Scam? No, a client looking for some
organizing assistance after moving to
Honolulu. Snoring can be a symptom of Obstructive Sleep Apnea

(OSA) and lead to:

Headaches • Poor Concentration • Daytime Sleepiness
Sexual Dysfunction • Weight Gain • Type ll Diabetes

Hypertension • Stroke • Cardiovascular Disease • Cancer
If youor a lovedonesuffer fromsnoring

or OSA, or wear a CPAP machine,

contactouroffice formore informationon

FDA-approved oral sleep appliances

which give you a good night’s sleep

without the discomfort of CPAP,

surgery or drugs. In most cases they

are covered by medical insurance.

559-645-5320
www.ranchosdental.net

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

6
/1
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

6/18
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By Verlaine Elinburg

Summer is upon us and South East Madera
CountyUnited(SEMCU)encouragesallofustohelp
saveourpreciouswaterresource.SEMCU,anon-profit
organization that sponsors and supports our various
localorganizations,hasamajorgoalof implementing
ways to reducewater usage.Toaccomplish this goal,
SEMCUcontinuestoofferfreelow-flowshowerheads
andfaucetaeratorstolocalhouseholds.Inadditiontothe
rebateprogramfor replacingolderwashingmachines
with newenergy andwater efficient ones, rebates are
nowalsoavailable forenergyefficientdishwasher re-
placement.Pickupapplications forup to$350 rebates
attheGoldenValleyChamberofCommerceat37167
Ave.12Suite5C.TheFreeDryWellprojecthasbeen
updatedandapplicationsarealsoavailableattheCham-
ber. SEMCU is always looking for new grants and
ideastopromoteadditionalwatersavings.Youareen-
couraged to attend the SEMCUmeetings and share
yourideas.MeetingsareheldeverythirdMondayofthe
month at 6 p.m. at the Pizza Factory, 37184Ave 12.
Formore information you can call 559-363-9095 or
email info@semcu.org.

6
/1
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire

6/18



Click on “Local News” at

Page 12

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS STAND

for the 4th of July

Get your

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

Next to the Ranchos Cafe in the Maywood Center
Come out and support your local Chamber and library!

June 30 - July 4 - 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next
meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12
Suite 5C in the Maywood Center. Come join us on July 11 and see what’s going on
in your community. Call us at 645-4001.

6/
18

See You at the Next Chamber Meeting!
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Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

6/
18

Click on “Local News” at

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

6/18

TriEase Softgels were
developed to protect against
seasonal and environmental
elements and to promote a
healthy respiratory system

when needed most.

Visit my online store at mydoterra.com/tinashannon
645-4948 or 430-7131call

By Jerrica Edmundson

June is a big month here at the library as
we start up theSummerReadingProgram into
what should be a new and fun event for the
whole community.We’ve got events planned
every week to entertain and enlighten people
of all ages on Thursdays at 11 a.m., starting
with local authorStevenRileyon June21.The
whole schedule is available online or in the
branch, but there are exciting events every
week until August 2. Prizes will be given to
award reading achievements and a raffle will
be held on the last day for a grand prize. We
look forward to seeing you here.

This month, here’s what our branch li-
brarians have been up to:

Jerrica’s Shelf
The Sandman Series byNeil Gaiman

I’vedecided to take a
break from heavy read-
ing and burrow into a
fungraphic novel series
this month and have
wanted to check out
this series for some
time. Comprised of
11 separate vol-
umes, this graphic

novel delves into the story of a
DC character called Morpheus, colloquially
knownas theSandman,who is essentially the
god of dreams. Morpheus falls into the offi-
cial classification of an “endless” where he is
joined by six other brothers and sisters: Delir-
ium, Despair, Destiny, Desire, Destruction,
andDeath.TheseEndless surpass the classical
gods in that they are the inevitable pieces of
life that all humans must go through at some
point or another.

The story opens with Morpheus being
trapped for what is revealed as 70 years by a
simple human by chance. He escapes and re-
turns to his realm to find that he must com-
pletely rebuild the world of dreaming and the
story justgoeson fromthere.He isgenerallyan
apathetic individual, but as the storyprogresses

you learn that he is caring andwants the over-
all best for thosewho interact with him.

Each volume is a standalone story, but
they have aspects that carry through from one
to anotherwhichdoesmake it fairly important
to read inorder. It’sbeenabreak fromtheusual
forme, but one that I’ve enjoyed as awhole.

Spencer’s Shelf
The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman
The Golden Compass is the first book in

the His Dark Materials
series written by Philip
Pullman and is a great
starter into a realistic
fantasy world. Set in a
world that is parallel
to our own, Lyra
Belacqua is a ram-
bunctious child who
lives at Jordan College in Oxford with
her daemon named Pantalaimon. After Lyra
is adopted by the chic Mrs. Coulter, she be-
gins on a journey that crosses continents and
eventually universes all while trying to find
the truth about a mystical substance referred
to as “dust.” Pullman’s book has earned a
Carnegie medal and has been listed many
times as one of the best books of all time —
and I must say I agree. It is a young adult
novel, but one that appeals to readers fromany
age group. This book was made into a movie
back in 2007, but don’t hold that movie’s ter-
rible reviews against the book— it’s a differ-
ent level of storytelling entirely, and one that
shouldn’t bemissed.

The Bookshelf

SummerReadingBringsExcitement

The
Madera Ranchos

Library
37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214

Sun-Mon Closed
Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

6/18

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14
Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

6/18

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

6/
18



Page 15

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

www.The Ranchos.com

Senior Report

Seniors Improve through Improv at Center
By Margaret Tynan

Members of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors

havebeenverybusywithvariousactivities this

spring and early summer. We had many visi-

tors toourboothat theFlatlandersevent inMay

whowenthomewith lovelyplants for theirgar-

densandhomes.Thankyou toall themembers

whohelpedand to thecommunity for theirgen-

erous support of the Center.

The participants in the Improv Acting

Class ended the four-week session with a per-

formance at the Center. After welcoming

everyone, our instructor, Mike Beevers, asked

the audience for prompts for each of the acts.

The results were hilarious. For the skit “First

Line, Last

Line,” theactors

had to impro-

vise a story be-

ginning with

“Why does

wine improve

with age and

humansdeterio-

rate?” and end

with “And I fi-

nally found my

ferret.” David

Thorpe’s and

M a r g a r e t

Tynan’s improvisation had the audience in

stitches. In fact, they liked it somuch twomem-

bers of the audience tried their hands at it. Josie

Turner worked with the first line “No mistakes

just happy accidents,” and Nathan Konkle,

grandson of member Deborah Konkle, ended

the skit with “I don’t think that was drain

cleaner.”Their improvisationcleverly incorpo-

rated a spill, false teeth and a plumbing prob-

lem.Otherskits included“OnceUponATime”

and “Dr. Know It All.” The audience gave the

title“GrapesofWrath” to theskit“SilentMovie

Dub” in which Eva McAtee and Sam Glorso

interpreted the actions of Jo Chase and Mar-

garet Tynan. It was a fun ending to a very en-

joyable afternoon.

Self-help, genealogy, memoirs, and mys-

teries are just some of the topics of interest to

individuals in the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Writ-

ingGroup.Thepeer-ledgrouphas inspiredsev-

eral members to again take up writing projects

they had laid aside. Mary Orcutt went through

her files to find the manuscript she’d started

quite some time ago. She has aspirations to get

the self-help style work published in the future.

HelenLowell is focusedonwriting about fam-

ily stories togive toher childrenandgrandchil-

dren.She shared a scrapbookoneofher family

members made for her in which each page has

questions about the family history. Helen is

working on writing stories to answer those

questions. Josie Turner pointed out that we all

have stories to tell and is enjoying the time to

write them. Verlaine Elinburg voiced that she

is glad for this time to put down her thoughts

and stories to share with her daughter. Others

in thegroupagreed.RosemaryJanis, thenewest

member of the Center and the writing group

said that she is writing about the interactions

with her three-year-old granddaughter now.

“So, in thefuture, shewillbeable toknowabout

our early years together.” Rosemary moved to

theMaderaRanchosfromSanJoseaboutayear

agoafter retiringfromasecretarialpositionwith

anattorney.She joined theCenter tomeet peo-

ple and become more involved. She finds the

Valley and the

c o m m u n i t y

friendly, mak-

ing this a nice

place to live.

R o b y n

Hicks is another

new member of

the Center who

joined the writ-

ing group to

continue her

work writing

crime and other

fiction. She is

also a member of the San Joaquin Sisters in

Crime, a group interested in mystery writing.

Robynmoved fromasmall ranch in theClovis

area to the Madera Ranchos in 2011. She says

she really enjoys rural living. She retired after

over 33 years from California State Food and

Agriculture and Animal Health Laboratories.

Shenowvolunteerswith theFresnoPoliceDe-

partmentseveraldaysamonthandsays that she

really enjoys the work. Welcome, Robyn and

Rosemary.

There are only a few days left to get your

raffle tickets for a chance to win the Fish Box

Charter Shaver Lake fishing trip, the once-a-

monthPizzaFactorypizza forayearor thesur-

prise Valley Propane Taste of the Ranchos gift

basket.Thedrawingwill takeplaceJuly4thand

you don’t need to be present to win. Pick up

your tickets at theCenter (37330BerkshireDr.,

phone 645-3864). Be sure to come to the Bake

and Boutique and Treasure House sale Satur-

day, July 7 from 8 a.m. to noon and don’t for-

get to check out the garden area. There are lots

of great buys on flower and vegetable plants.

The Rancho/Hills Seniors wish all of you

a very happy and safe Independence Day on

July 4th.

Thought for July: “TheAmerican Revolu-
tion was a beginning, not a consummation.”

~Woodrow Wilson

“Dr. Know It All” is the improvisational piece being
acted out by (from left) Rachel and Sam Glorso and Elva Earll
who give three-word answers to questions from the audience at
the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 6
/1

8
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Locally owned and operated
37082 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93636

559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com

Hello 93636,
Well, it's an election year again and

threeGoldenValleyUnified SchoolDistrict
seats will stand for election. Areas 1, 2 and
4 form the majority on the five-member
trustee board. Areas 1, 2 and 4 encompass
everything just south ofAve. 13, fromTrigo
to Rolling Hills.

In my opinion, public education has
failedmany of our students by not providing
traditional Vocational Education classes.
There is a great need and many opportuni-
ties await students in the vocational trades
industries. School boards are always look-
ing for grants, the passage of new school
bonds and/or alternative funding sources to
implement Vocational Education. The truth
is the money is already in the budget. Vo-
cational Education is just a low financial
priority for school board members. For 20
years we have been talking about Voca-
tional Education inGVUSD.Wouldn't it be
great to elect three (one from each area)
strong, pro-Vocational Education candi-
dates to our school board?Monday, July 23
is the candidate filing deadline.

Three months ago, a 2006 Ford Mus-
tang GT rolled into the shop with a hard
steering complaint.When turning into or out
of parking spaces, the steering was very
hard. Hard steering complaints are very dif-
ficult to diagnosis at best. The reason for
that is components tend to be buried and not
easily accessible.When accessible, the pres-
sure testing data I retrieved was not useful
becausemanufacturers’ specificationswere
not available. Basically, I'm left with a sub-
jective diagnostic based on symptoms
and/or pattern failures. I determined the
Mustang's power steering pumpwas defec-
tive. I flushed the hydraulic system, filled it
with fresh new fluid and installed a re-built
pump. Three weeks later the Mustang re-
turnedwith the same complaint. Aftermore
pattern failure research and subjective rea-
soning, I determined the power steering rack
and pinion steering box was the problem. I
called the customer for permission to re-
place it also. During the conversation, I
learned some additional details that caused
me to question my new diagnostic.

I need to get it right this time.
How do I diagnosis the power steering

system objectively? How do I measure it?
What technology is available to me? Is the
belt slipping? Is the pump pulley slipping

Nothing to Fear with FLIR

on the pump shaft? Is a hose or fluid pas-
sage obstructed? Maybe there is an inter-
nal gear box seal leaking … HEY! If the
belt or pully is slipping, heat will be gen-
erated from the friction (kinetic energy
converted to thermal energy). I canmeas-
ure that. With my FLIR (Forward Look-
ing Infrared) technology in hand, I
duplicated the hard steering complaint.
There was no increase in temperature at
the power steering pully or belt, so I elim-
inated them as potential causes. I also
know from science that whenever there is
a change in pressure there is a correspon-
ding and proportional change in tempera-
ture. If there is a restriction in the system
I should see a change in temperature.
Again, I recreated the complaint and
scanned the system. I did not observe any
abrupt temperature changes so I elimi-
nated the power steering hoses and steer-
ing box from my list of potential causes.
The only component remaining was the
power steering pump.Again, I flushed the
system and replaced the pump. Problem
officially solved. HEY, it's just science.

During that time aCadillac CTSwith
an overheating brake problem arrived.
This vehicle had many shiny new brake
components installed. The complaint was
that after several miles of driving, the
brakes would drag and overheat. I con-
nected my Tech 2 scanner to the Anti-
LockBrake SystemModule and retrieved
two trouble codes. They didn't appear to
have a direct relationship to the complaint,
so I suspect they were accidently set dur-
ing the previous diagnostic and repair. I
selected the ABS automated testing and
diagnostic feature of the scan tool and per-
formed a brake system evaluation. The
brake system was functioning as de-
signed.

I erased the codes and went for a test
drive. After several aggressive stops the
front brakes began smoking heavily.
Using my FLIR, I measured the brake
temperatures. The brake components
were not hot, not even close and no trou-
ble codes were present. I returned the ve-
hicle to the customer with the
recommendation to use a better quality
brake pad (NAPA) and go easy on the
synthetic brake grease. Thanks to FLIR
technology, problem solved.

The FLIR technology development
I'm most interested in is in the area of
“electrical parasitic draw diagnostic”
(dead battery in the morning symptom).
The idea is to allow the vehicle to rest
overnight and equalize to the ambient air.
Electron flow (current) in a circuit gener-
ates heat. The next morning when we ac-
cess the vehicle’s fuse boxes, we are
looking for the fuse(s) that have a heat sig-

nature greater then ambient. Once we find it,
we access the components on that circuit look-
ing for a heat signature above ambient.

"Do It Yourselfers," this technology is
available on your cell phone. Get it and use it.
It works well.

Last year inDenver at the national CTI ad-
visory committeemeeting, FLIRwas one of the
two technologies I supported and lobbied for.
Last week at our online quarterlymeeting, both
FLIR&NVH (Noise, Vibration &Harshness)
technologies were presented as new training
courses in development. WOW!

In September the advisory committee will
visit the CTIDevelopment and TrainingCenter
in Raleigh, NorthCarolina. I'm looking forward

to meeting the FLIR & NVH curriculum de-
velopment teams. I'm hoping to bring back
what I learn and pilot the new curriculum. I'll
keep you DIYers posted. Hope this helps

That's all for today. Happy 4th of July.
As always, I'm looking for interesting and

informative automotive topics to write about. I
can be reached at complete_car_care@hot-
mail.com or text me at 907-7661 with any rec-
ommendations, suggestions and/or general or
specific questions about a vehicle or the auto-
motive industry.

God Bless America and God Bless 93636
Warren Parr
2013 & 2014 NAPA/ASE California

Technician of the Year

6/18
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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Click on “Local News” at

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

PROJECT CARS - - Not se l l ing
parts . Complete cars only.
1993 Olds Cut lass Supreme
Coupe - - f ront end damage. In te-
r ior , engine , t ransaxle a l l good.
$500.
1979 Corvette - - No engine/ t rans .
All there but apart . Rol l ing body.
$500.
2001 Saturn SC1 Coupe - - Re-
bui l t f ront end , body grea t , in te -

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
r ior good, Dead #2 cyl inder . $500.
Al l pr ices CHEAP and FIRM. If
you want them, come and get them.
Otherwise don’t waste your and my
time. 905-8311.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special iz ing in
both lkki ik j j jon t inuous and s tan-
dard rain gLLLLLLutters . General
Contractor . Rl l l l lyears working in
the area . **NEW PHONE NUM-
BER: 559 - 908 - 0759**

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048.

Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2018 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Propitiously located south of the delta,
this 1.3 million acre-foot construction
could contribute 250,000 acre-feet or
more to California’s water supply, even
in drought years.

To appreciate how much capacity
these two projects would add, consider
that California’s total residential water
consumption— indoor and outdoor com-
bined — is only 4 million acre-feet per
year. None of the other proposed projects
comes close to matching these two, but in
any case, it will be years before this new
infrastructure can capture one drop of rain
or runoff. The Sites Reservoir application
anticipates completion by 2029; the Tem-
perance Flat Reservoir, by 2033. Constant
litigation, combined with years of legis-
lation empowering unions and state
agency bureaucrats to slow construction,
have quadrupled the time required to

build — and sent costs soaring. In 2018
dollars, Pat Brown’s San Luis Reservoir
cost $672 million; the Sites Reservoir is
projected to cost $5.2 billion — seven
times as much, for a nearly identical fa-
cility.

To eliminate politically contrived
shortages, Californians should embrace
an all-of-the-above strategy to increase
water supplies. They should select proj-
ects that yield the best return on invest-
ment while they take a hard look at
what’s driving construction costs out of
sight. Proposition 1 was a mandate to
solve a solvable problem — store
runoff to eliminate water scarcity. But
California legislators have dragged
their feet on implementation, betraying
their constituents and exemplifying the
state’s dysfunctional political culture.
When it comes to water issues in Cali-
fornia, not just quality of life, but life
itself, is at stake.

H2O cont. from P. 4
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 6/18

ARanchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent workingMadera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 6/18

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

BRELic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life!Wemake
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com •Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

6/
18

6/
18

ByBettyVanValkenburg

One of my favorite philosophers, Erma
Bombeck, said this regarding IndependenceDay:
“Youhave to loveanation thatcelebrates its inde-
pendenceeveryJuly4th,notwithaparadeofguns,
tanks and soldierswho file by theWhiteHouse in
ashowofstrengthandmuscle,butwithfamilypic-
nicswherekidsthrowFrisbees,thepotatosaladgets
iffy,andthefliesdiefromhappiness.Youmaythink
youhaveovereaten,but it ispatriotism.”

Great “philosophers” do have a way with
words.Yes,wearefortunate tohavegreatmilitary
strengthprotectingus,butwhatweAmericanstruly
appreciateisthefreedom–guaranteedbytheCon-
stitutionandprotectedbymilitarymightandthewill
touse it– toenjoylife’ssimplepleasures.

Baseball legendLouGehrig’sfamouswords
at Yankee Stadium, coincidentally on July 4th in
1939, should inspire us to be grateful forwhatwe
havethattrulymatters.Havingbeenforcedtoretire
twoweeksearlieratage36dueadiagnosisofALS,
he told the adoring crowd: “Fans, you have been
readingabout thebadbreakIgot.Yet todayIcon-

sider myself the luckiest man on the face of this
earth.”

MayweAmericans always remember that,
despite its problems, ours is the luckiest nation on
earth,with“luck”gainedatgreatsacrifice;andmay
wevowtoprotectandcontinueto improveit.

My hope this Independence Day is that we
canputasidethecurrentpoliticalinsanityandother
pressingmatterslongenoughtocelebrateourbless-
ingsoflibertyandenjoyafewofthosesimplepleas-
ures – like “iffy” potato salad, fresh Fresno State
corn,orGrandpa’shomemade icecream. July4th
isadaytoeatandthrowaFrisbee–wecaneducate
liberalson the superiorityofconservative ideas to-
morrow.

Torefreshyourmemory,orforyourfirst-time
reading, here is the text of the document that
changedtheworld.

DeclarationofIndependence
InCongressJuly4,1776

When in theCourse of human events,
it becomesnecessary foronepeople todis-
solve the political bands which have con-
nected them with another, and to assume
amongthepowersof theearth, theseparate
andequal station towhich theLawsofNa-
tureandofNature'sGodentitle them,ade-
cent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they shoulddeclare the causes
which impel themto theseparation.

Note: Omitted here is the list of griev-

ancesagainst theking.
Weholdthesetruths tobeself-evident,

that allmen are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienableRights, that among theseareLife,
LibertyandthepursuitofHappiness–That
to secure these rights,Governments are in-
stitutedamongMen,derivingtheirjustpow-
ersfromtheconsentof thegoverned–That
whenever any Form of Government be-
comes destructive of these ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institutenewGovernment, laying its
foundationon suchprinciples andorganiz-
ingitspowersinsuchform,astothemshall
seemmost likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should
notbechangedforlightandtransientcauses;
andaccordinglyall experiencehath shewn,
that mankind are more disposed to suffer,
whileevilsaresufferable,thantorightthem-
selvesbyabolishingtheformstowhichthey
are accustomed. But when a long train of
abusesandusurpations,pursuinginvariably
the sameObject evinces adesign to reduce
them under absolute Despotism, it is their
right, it is theirduty, to throwoffsuchGov-
ernment, and to provide new Guards for
theirfuturesecurity–Suchhasbeenthepa-
tient sufferanceof theseColonies; andsuch
isnowthenecessitywhichconstrains them
to alter their former Systems of Govern-

ment. The history of the present King of
GreatBritainisahistoryofrepeatedinjuries
and usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over theseStates.Toprove this, letFactsbe
submitted toacandidworld.
We, therefore, the Representatives of

the united States of America, in General
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
SupremeJudgeoftheworldfortherectitude
of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare,
ThattheseUnitedColoniesare,andofRight
oughttobeFreeandIndependentStates;that
theyareAbsolvedfromallAllegiancetothe
BritishCrown,andthatallpoliticalconnec-
tion between them and the State of Great
Britain, is andought tobe totallydissolved;
andthatasFreeandIndependentStates,they
have full Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Com-
merce, and to do all otherActs andThings
which Independent Statesmay of right do.
AndforthesupportofthisDeclaration,with
a firm reliance on the protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each
otherourLives,ourFortunesandoursacred
Honor.

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party website
at www.centralvalleyteaparty. com for more in-
formation.

Happy Birthday America
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 

Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!
Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist

559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

call Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357
Ranchos
Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial and industrial
landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

We do any type of
housecleaning,

offices and rental
houses. 

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for FREE estimates.

15 years experience
many references in the Ranchos

R&L Housecleaning
559-514-9816

DO YOU HAVE A RENTAL
OR ARE YOU BUYING?

559-363-1851
Barber Shop

& Shave Parlor

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

Page 20



Page 21

www.The Ranchos.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Count to 10 if you must, but don't lose your temper, despite that
person's (you knowwho!) efforts to goad you into reacting. Your restraint will pay off in a big way.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) This week finds you in a sociable mood, ready and eager to
enjoy the company of family and friends. It's also a good time to seek out and renew old friendships.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Patience is called for as you await a decision about that project
you're eager to launch. Meanwhile, try to set aside more time to share with that special person
in your life.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Avoid becoming involved in a workplace dispute early in the
week by insisting both sides submit their stands to a neutral arbitrator. Things begin to cool off
by Thursday.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It promises to be a busy but productive week for the Big Cat. The pace
slows by Friday, allowing you to catch up onmatters you put aside but that now need your attention.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A suddenly disruptive family situation is best handled
with a cool, calm and collected response. Wait until things settle to let off all that pent-up
emotional steam.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Your practical side dominates the week as you reassess
your finances to make some sensible adjustments in what you plan to spend and what you
expect to save.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) An unexpected meeting with a former colleague opens
some interesting possibilities. But you need to press for full disclosure before making a decision.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A recent flurry of activity eases by midweek,
giving you time to readjust your disrupted schedule and make new plans for a weekend
getaway.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You're usually the one who gives advice. But now
it's time to open yourself up to counsel from friends who have your best interests at heart.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You might find resistance to your call for a full inquiry
into a workplace problem. But by week's end even the most rigid naysayers begin to come
around.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A recurring problem surfaces once again. Maybe it's time
you used your creative talents to help you find a new approach to resolving it once and for all.

© 2018 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

You are guided in what you do both by your intelligence and
your emotions. An acting career would suit you quite well.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. GEOGRAPHY: Which nation's tallest
mountain is called Fan Si Pan?
2. ASTRONOMY: About how many miles
across is Jupiter's Great Red Spot?
3. HISTORY:When did apartheid become
the official policy of South Africa?
4. MYTHOLOGY: Who was the Greek
goddess of the underworld?
5. RELIGION: Sankara was an important
theologian of which religion?
6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is
the name of the famous sculpture that sits
atop the U.S. Capitol Building?
7. INVENTIONS: In what century was the
printing press invented?
8. PRESIDENTS: What was the first name
of Harry Truman's wife?
9. MUSIC: What is the meaning of the
musical term "tenuto"?
10. LITERATURE: When did George
Bernard Shaw win the Nobel Prize for
Literature?

1.Vietnam
2.19,000miles
3.1948
4.Persephone
5.Hinduism
6."ArmedFreedom"
7.15thcentury
8.Bess
9.Sustained
10.1925

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc. © 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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A limited number left. First come, first served.*

*For qualified locations • Sign up for
more information at the

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos or

email info@semcu.org • You can also call 559-363-9095

Washing Machine certified as:

NEW State Grant Awarded*

UP TO $350 REIMBURSEMENT FOR EACH

“Energy Star Qualified”

to residents of South East Madera County

6/
18


