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Click on “Local News” at

Rochelle Noblett has announced her
intention to run for the Madera County
District 1 Supervisorial seat currently held
by Governor Brown appointee, Manuel
Nevarez.

Noblett was born and raised in
Madera, graduated Magna-cum-Laude
from California State
University, Fresno,
and has run the family
business, Pete’s Sport
Shop (founded in
1959 by her parents)
for 35 years. She, her
husband and two sons
have lived in their
District 1 home for 17
years.

Rochelle’s dedi-
cation to the better-
ment of her
community is evident
through her lifelong
commitment to com-
munity service: For 11
years she has served
on the State Center
Community College
Foundation Board of
Directors, serving as
President in 2005 and
currently as a member
of the executive
board. Her focus has
been raising scholar-
ship money for students for whom a col-
lege education would be out of reach
without financial help. “To make a differ-
ence in someone’s life, to help them
achieve their goals of a higher education
or vocational training is by far the most re-
warding charitable thing I do,” said No-
blett. “Hearing their stories can definitely
bring a tear to your eye and you practically
burst with pride when they are successful
due to your intervention. I highly recom-
mend it.”

In addition to her work on the Foun-
dation, Rochelle has been president of the
Madera Downtown Association for over
10 years and currently serves on its board.
She was the first female president of the
Madera Kiwanis Club, founded in 1946,
earning the distinction of Distinguished
Past President. Rochelle has served on the
design/development committees for two
high school pools and was on the MUSD
Bond Oversight Committee. She has
judged Regional Speech Contests, coached
an Academic Decathlon middle school
team, and proctors the Madera County Ac-
ademic Decathlon. Noblett spent four
years teaching real-world business to high

school students, has co-chaired a Wounded
Warriors program for our injured troops
and helped to choose Real Heroes to be
honored by the Red Cross. She has do-
nated over 300 children’s books to the
Madera County Library and donated a
sound system for its courtyard. Her artis-

tic skills are evident
in the street banners
along downtown and
throughout Madera,
for which she do-
nates her design
time. She has also
donated her time
doing public rela-
tions for The Cat
House on the Kings,
the largest domestic
cat rescue in the
United States. Na-
tional Geographic
Wild is periodically
running “The Lady
with 700 Cats” in
which Noblett ap-
pears.

All that com-
munity service has
not gone unnoticed
as Rochelle has been
honored by the State
of California as a
Small Business of
the Year. She won

the Excellence in Business Award from the
Fresno Bee, was one of the Top Ten Busi-
ness and Professional Women of the Cen-
tral Valley and the Business Journal has
repeatedly ranked her in the Top 20
Women Owned Businesses in their Book
of Lists. Some of Noblett’s other awards
include the Madera County Arts Council
Community Service Award, the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce Business Woman
of the Year, Business Supporter of the Year
for Madera Center Community College
and numerous local grade schools and the
Crystal Tower Award from the Madera
Compact Business and Education Alliance.

When asked why she is running, No-
blett responded, “I want to be a true repre-
sentative of the people in District 1. I have
scaled back my business to allow me more
time to serve the residents of Madera
County, particularly my constituents in
District 1. I am truly humbled by the sup-
port I’ve received from business and com-
munity leaders, law enforcement,
education and local government. I strive to
be the best at whatever endeavor I take on
and I’m anxious to go to work as Supervi-
sor in District 1.”

Noblett Running for District One

Rochelle Noblett has decided to throw
her hat in the ring and take a run at being
our next District 1 Supervisor. The position
is being held at present by Manuel Nevarez
who was appointed by Gov. Jerry Brown
after Frank Bigelow’s election to the state as-
sembly.

The term for the 2012-13 Grand Jury
will end on June 30, 2013. All reports pro-
duced by the 2012-13 Grand Jury will be
accumulated and published in the "Final
Report" document as required by Penal
Code Section 933. This year's Grand Jury
produced a total of eleven reports, most of
which are regarding Madera County Gov-
ernment,

Some investiga-
tions and reports were
initiated by citizen
complaints. Those in-
clude the allegations of
the complainant as
well as the facts dis-
covered through inter-
viewing witnesses,
reviewing public doc-
uments and records, and by attending
County Board of Supervisor, City Counsel
and other various public meetings of boards
and commissions.

Subject departments or agencies are re-
quired to respond to the reports by either
agreeing or disagreeing with the facts and
by addressing how or if they intend to com-
ply with the recommendations. All re-
sponses received before the publication
cutoff date at the end of May, 2013, are in-
cluded in the Final Report and placed on the
Grand Jury website. Responses received
after the publication cutoff date are placed
on the website and included in the follow-
ing year's Grand Jury Final Report.

Here are some of the Grand Jury’s 11
reports with a brief synopsis. Visit the web-
site to see them all.

Complaint regarding Madera County
Department of Social Services: Investi-
gates a complaint alleging that the depart-
ment is not diligently processing and

recovering over payments of cash aid and
over issuances of food stamps.

Citizens Complaint Regarding the Se-
curity Guard Contract for the Madera
County Government Center: Investigates
a complaint of irregularities and inconsis-
tencies in the awarding of the contract for
Security Services.

Madera County Fire Department:
The Policy and Proce-
dural Manual being
formulated by Cal Fire
is not following estab-
lished County Ordi-
nances and Resolutions
outlining the makeup
of the Madera County
Fire Department.

Madera County
LAFCO: Commission could be better in-
formed.

Criminal Complaints within the
Madera County Jail: Guidelines and pol-
icy for the prosecution of inmates by the
District Attorney’s office for crimes com-
mitted in the County Jail had not been es-
tablished prior to the Grand Jury
investigation.

Complaint regarding County Admin-
istration and Finance: The County has lost
or is late in the receipt of approximately $3
million in state and federal road and grant
funding due to late filing of the required an-
nual audit the situation is further exacer-
bated by internal bickering and ineffective
oversight.

These six reports and an additional five
more can be found on the Grand Jury’s
website. You can access the website by
Googling "Madera County Grand Jury" or
by going to www.madera-county.com/
index.php/grand-jury-reports/2012-2013.

Grand Jury Report Now Available

A 39-acre grow site was discovered on
Avenue 11, just west of
Highway 41, where more
than 1,600 mari-
juana plants were
being cultivated. Had
these plants been able
to mature, the
growers could
have netted more
than $4 million.
Thanks to a citizen’s tip
to MADNET, the Madera
County Narcotic Enforcement
Team, the plants were ripped out of
five plots of prime agricultural land and
were destroyed Monday afternoon, June 17.

Agents said that 10 acres of this 39
acre parcel were singled out

specifically to grow marijuana.
Two people – one from San

Diego, and the other from Fresno –
were caught tending the gardens when

agents arrived on the scene. The pair
claimed they were

growing marijuana
under the auspices of med-

ical need. Their names are not
being released at this

time.
Anyone with information

about illicit drug activity in Madera County
is urged to call MADNET’s 24 hour tip
line at 559-675-7776.

Huge Pot Grow Site Off 11 & 41
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OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!

6/13

It’s Our
6th

Anniver
sary!

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

$9.99
Hen Scratch

50 lb. bag

only with this coupon - exp. 6-30-13

STILL ON SALE ‘TIL JUNE 30!

$24.95
Diamond

DOG FOOD

40 lb. bag - Lamb & Rice

only with this coupon - exp. 6-30-13

FREE
FLY SPRAY 32 oz. bottle
with every $250

(or more) purchase
only with this coupon - exp. 6-30-13

$349/ton
ALFALFA CUBES
LAST CHANCE at this
price - JUNE ONLY!

only with this coupon - exp. 6-30-13

3V Feed is your premier hay
supplier of Alfalfa, Orchard Grass,
Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat
Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and
others!

WIN any of FOUR raffles courtesy of 3V Feed & Garden Supply

For every $25 spent, receive a RAFFLE TICKET which YOU get to
enter in one of FOUR drawings (drawing to be held June 30):

1. Livestock Package 2. Equine Package
3. Poultry Package 4. Pet Package

make sure youACTIVATE your3V FEEDREWARD Card!

You get2% BACK onALL PURCHASES!

We
areYOURfeedstore

It’s
PARTY TIME

Join us Sunda
y

JUNE 30

from 4 - 7 p.m.

Food, Liv
e

Music &
Drawings!

all prices exp. 6/30/13
except where noted and
are subject to change

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • 3VFeed.com
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$79.95
12 FOOT • GREEN COLOR ONLY

only with this coupon - exp. 6-30-13

HORSE CORRAL
PANELS

There’s Still Time to Buy Your

$3 OFF
each 50 lb. bag

only with this coupon - exp. 6-30-13

SENIOR
DELIGHT

The BEST Senior Equine Feed

ONLY $5
SATURDAY JULY 6 • 10 a.m. - NOON

DOGS ONLY, PLEASE

RABIES
CLINIC

LOW COST
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2014. Delivery must be by August 31, 2014.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366

6/
13

MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES
FRAPPES • CAPPUCCINOS • ESPRESSO
ICED COFFEE • DREYERS ICE CREAM

DONUTS • OATMEAL • BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE 10%
OFF!

6/13

• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

ALL prepared drinks
(expires 7-31-13)

Letters
Dear Editor:

Monday night my car was vandalized
again, egged in front of my home.  This has
happened before on numerous occasions
over the years, and not always to the same
car.  But somehow the ones targeted are al-
ways the ones with political bumper stick-
ers. Imagine that. There have been
numerous eggings, and even a paintball at-
tack.  Both vehicles involved have suffered
irreparable paint damage.

In this case the offending instigator was
apparently a fading Obama sticker left over
from the last election.  I'm not alone in suf-
fering such attacks by the way; other left-
leaning friends of ours have had similar
experiences from time to time.  I'm assum-
ing these are the acts of children, or if not,
then adults with the mentality of children.
So I'm going to assume that you are children
and address you as such.  I would suggest
that you take a moment or two to educate
yourselves.  It's easy, do a Google search or
two, or maybe actually pay attention in
class.  No, actually, such things are not usu-
ally addressed in school below the college
level, and I think that alone probably
negates that suggestion.  Still, the informa-
tion is out there if you actually care enough
to search it out.

Yes, I am a proud progressive, and that
puts me in among a very small minority in
the Ranchos, or anywhere in the Central
Valley, for that matter.  And as a proud pro-
gressive (we used to say "liberal" until the
radio conservatives turned that into a dirty
word), let me state on the record that al-
though I voted for President Obama and still
support him overall, I am very disappointed
in him on a number of different fronts.
Since I would assume that the attack on my
vehicle is in some way related to anger con-
cerning the current NSA and IRS scandals,
let me also make it clear that I too am dis-
turbed by both.  I don't know how far up the
chain of command any knowledge of the
IRS improprieties reached, and I would
hope that it will come to light.  But I do
know that President Obama seems to sup-
port the actions of the NSA, and that highly

disappoints me, as it is a gross invasion of
privacy against law-abiding private citizens.
At one time in fact, it would have been ille-
gal.  To be sure, the current round of "whis-
tle-blowing" does raise serious and
legitimately disturbing concerns about na-
tional security.  But that having been said,
we should also all legitimately question
whether national security should be attained
at the expense of our most cherished rights
and American values.  If conservatives re-
ally stand for the things they claim to, they
should feel the same way.  But this is where
the education part comes in.

It might interest you to know, if you
cared enough, that the laws that allow such
warrantless spying on American citizens to
occur was instituted by the Bush/Chaney ad-
ministration as part of the ironically titled
"Patriot Act," in itself one of the most un-
American pieces of legislation this country
has ever seen.  Both of them still support
and defend it.  And it was, and continues to
be, supported by most within the Republi-
can party as well as some Democrats. If you
don't like the government spying on you,
then don't blame President Obama for it in
partisan, knee-jerk reaction.  Look to the
source.  As for the improper IRS investiga-
tions, that too is hardy unprecedented.  Re-
publican president Richard Nixon,
intentionally and with malice, used the same
tactic against his own foes using both the
IRS and the FBI.  That doesn't excuse it now
in any respect, but it does present another
interesting example of certain folks living in
glass houses.  In reality there have been
many transgressions on both sides of the po-
litical fence, and no party holds any patent
on morality or ethical behavior.  Nor, by the
way, on religious devotion: “God” is not
spelled “GOP.”

So before you again decide to demon-
strate your "God-given patriotic moral su-
periority" and exercise your "right" to
vandalize the property of other patriotic
Americans who happen to hold different po-
litical views than yourselves or your parents,

Please see LETTERS on P. 15
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By Randy Bailey

I read a recent article online that
newspapers and nightly news programs
were taking a huge hit in the credibility
department from American viewers and
readers. Seems they’re just not buying
what’s being peddled to them. Gallup did
a poll asking those being polled how
“confident” they were in the information
they received from both newspapers and
TV newscasts. Both forms of media tied
at 23 percent, meaning 77 percent of re-
spondents had little or no confidence in
either. What true followers of news find
even more distressing is the growing
number of people that state they get their
news from The Daily Show and David
Letterman.

Not very reassuring.
What I have started to notice here in

the Ranchos is the number of people who
are getting their news -- their “facts” --
from any of a number of Facebook pages
specific to the Ranchos. Here’s how it
works: Someone posts something on
Facebook that they are positive is gospel;
absolutely above reproach. Someone
else agrees with it and comments on the
comments. By the time it’s made its way
through 10 different “friends” who all
agree with what’s been posted, it takes
on a life of its own. It’s at this point if
someone happens by the posting who
recognizes that something isn’t quite
right, and makes a comment to that end,

he or she becomes the object of derision
and name calling and a host of other tac-
tics available to Facebook faithful. Heck,
you don’t even have to post something
to become a punching bag on Ranchos
Facebook pages.

I know.
When I reported in last month’s

Ranchos Independent about the charges
being leveled at GVUSD Trustee
Crumpton by Warren Parr, I did just that:
reported. I was a fly on the wall. I re-
ported Parr’s allegations, quoted school
board findings and offered up my pages
to Crumpton to respond, which she did
in the form of a written statement.

The Facebook crowd swung into
gear.

A friend who spends time on Face-
book texted me saying I needed to see
what was being said about me on Face-
book, so I logged on.

It was all the Crumpton supporters
having a field day. I was accused of “yel-
low journalism,” “bias,” “writing a hit
piece,” “sloppy journalism” and on and
on. After the Madera Tribune wrote a
similar story, Facebookers posted that
the Trib got things wrong, but at least it
wasn’t so one-sided.

Here’s the bottom line and will ulti-
mately be what this whole sordid mess
comes down to: Did Crumpton violate
laws or didn’t she? What she herself
posted on Facebook indicates she did.
None of the Facebook sycophants seem

Don’t Confuse Me with Facts

“... the folks out there
in real America
pretty much see
things our way

and that all we
ever have to do
to get them
involved is to

be brave enough
to trust them

with the truth
and bold enough
to ask for their

help.”

Editorial

to want to come to terms with this
prickly question in their incestuous
cesspool. One person even suggested that
so what if Crumpton had broken some
laws? She has done so much good for the
schools that she deserves a “pass” ac-
cording to this poster.

The Facebook crowd wants to make
this personal. They think I have an axe to
grind with Crumpton (I don’t); I have a
problem with someone choosing to not
follow the rules and impacting childrens’
education in the process. I don’t care
who you are, you don’t have the right to
do that. Education codes and penal codes
and Board policies are created to make
this great school system we all love a
safe, nurturing place where all of our
kids can learn and grow. The rules exist
so that no one person can ride roughshod
over the system, regardless of his or her
agenda.

But there I go ... confusing the Face-
book crowd with facts.
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Close of SchoolYearBrings Changes
The Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
I was at the Liberty High Graduation

on June 6. What an awesome experience
that was. When Liberty High opened its
doors to students for the 2002-2003 school
year, we had 140 freshman and 63 sopho-
mores. In the school year 2003-2004 we
added a freshman class of 140 students
giving Liberty three classes: a freshman,
sophomore and junior class. During the
2004-2005 school year Liberty added an-
other freshman class
of 136 students giv-
ing Liberty all four
classes: freshman,
sophomore, junior
and senior. In June,
2005 Liberty had
the first graduating
class of 59 students.
On that foundation
which was laid
down by the first three Liberty principals,
Kuljeet Mann became the Liberty Princi-
pal in 2005 with 578 students. It was ob-
vious that Principal Mann had bonded
with the graduating class of 2013. Princi-
pal Mann had the opportunity to watch the
freshman class though all four school
years until they graduated on June 6, 2013.
Proud parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles
and friends were also able to watch the
graduating class of 2013 as they walked up
to get their diploma and receive a hug
from Principal Mann. There were 17 Vale-
dictorian students this year, all above a 4.0
grade point average. This is the largest
group of such high grade points ever. The
students this year were Academic Award
recipients, Golden State Seal Merit
Diploma recipients, California Scholarship
Life Members and the recipients of many
local scholarship program awards. This
group of 146 students that graduated also
included all of the athletic awards that Lib-
erty students had gathered throughout the
year.

It is with sadness that we will say
goodbye to Principal Kuljeet Mann as this
is her last year as principal of Liberty
High. She will not be leaving the district
but will be moving to become principal of
the Educational Options Program for the
district. Kristi Fisher, who has been the di-
rector of Special Education/School Psy-
chologist and the Educational Options
Program, will be leaving Golden Valley
Unified School District to be married this
summer. Congratulations Kristi, we wish

you the best in your marriage and wher-
ever you will start your new life. Frank
Panian will be the new principal of Liberty
High. Principal Kevin Hatch from the
Ranchos Middle School will be promoted
to the Assistant Superintendent at the dis-
trict office. Webster Elementary School
Principal Felipe Piedra will move to the
Ranchos Middle School as principal there
in the 2013-2014 school year. The office
of principal for Webster Elementary has
not been decided yet. Principal Chris Im-
peratrice will stay at Sierra View Elemen-
tary. As you can see, summer is the time

for changes. I am
glad that we had
candidates within
the district that could
fill most of the open
spots at our schools.

Something ex-
citing is going to
happen on June 29.
Put it on your calen-
dar. Four avid prize-

winning quilters from the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors will be showing their quilts at the
Harvest Community Church at 2001 Na-
tional Avenue in Madera on June 29 at the
annual Quilt Show. The quilters from the
Madera Ranchos are Dee Case, Diane
Maxfield, Dot Husted and Marie Sell. If
there are other quilters in the area let these
women know. You have heard the saying,
“Seniors know how to have fun,” well
these quilters are having fun, being cre-
ative and are productive as well.

The week of June 10-14 was the time
for the Vacation Bible School at our local
Golden Valley Baptist Church. The theme
this year was Galactic Blast. You should
have seen Pastor Mansel Trimble in his or-
ange astronaut suit. He looked like he was
ready to blast off into space. On the first
day of Vacation Bible School 61 students
registered at the church. The students’ ages
were pre-K to the 6th grade. The students
learned songs, learned bible verses, played
games and much more. They also gave
their mothers a little rest while they had
fun. I had a 19-year-old missionary girl
from Alabama for the week of Vacation
Bible School. She worked at the church
with the students in the morning and with
the teens in the afternoon. Her name is
Lynlee Tobias and it was a joy to share my
house with her. She will be working with
different churches in the Valley until it is
time for her to go home and get ready for
college.

As you can see, summer is the
time for changes. I am glad that we
had candidates within the district
that could fill most of the open
spots at our schools.

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

chadstrucking.com

6/
13

Please see STOCK on P. 17
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Click on “Local News” at

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent



I look around sometimes and see
screaming tantrums being violently
thrown about by spoiled little brats with
no sense of respect and I fear for the fu-
ture of mankind. A common thread today
that seems to be everywhere is the idea
that if you let your kids express them-
selves and be free then they will learn to
rein themselves in on their own. The idea
that too much discipline, too many “no’s”
makes your child rebellious and stifles
creativity. Well, the problem with that sen-
timent is that not enough “no’s” make
children unruly and disrespectful. Not
enough structure can make children disor-
ganized and lazy. And not enough disci-
pline makes children take a magic marker
to the waiting room of the Intensive Care
Unit at the local
hospital. A child
with parents who
have emphasized
the importance of
respecting property
and public space
and adhering to
proper decorum
would not have al-
lowed a bored 12
year old to turn
hospital walls into
their own private
sketch pad, but re-
cently at the hospi-
tal where I work,
that is exactly what happened. Evidently
the parents felt that in this situation, some
discipline would have prevented their lit-
tle cherub from becoming the next Pi-
casso. So, instead, they allowed their child
to put marker to stucco and turned a
peaceful, serene waiting room into a mural
of random pictures, shapes and misspelled
words. But hey, that’s a small price for
someone else to pay so your precious
child doesn’t ever have to hear the word
“no.”

The hospital had to completely re-
paint the entire room. There seemed
hardly a square inch that wasn’t covered
with her handiwork. And the mom’s re-
sponse? She was napping and her child
was bored and since the waiting room did-
n’t have enough toys to keep her kid oc-
cupied she found her own way to occupy
herself, she is clearly not at fault as a
mother and this is all the hospital’s doing.
Never mind the fact that there was a large,
flat screen TV in the corner for her to zone
out to, or shelves of magazines for her to
mindlessly thumb through, or cushy chairs
to sit in and soft, comfy sofas to nap on.

Tagging with Young Picasso

There isn’t an Xbox or a giant toy box
stuffed full of Santas to provide enough
stimulation for a petulant tween so clearly
the hospital is to blame for her obviously
warranted act of vandalism. Having re-
cently dealt with the pain of having a cher-
ished family member in the ICU, I know
what a heartbreaking time this can be for

a family, but that
doesn’t give you a
blank check to de-
stroy someone
else’s property, or
to let you children
do it.

After the hos-
pital re-painted and
re-opened the wait-
ing room, which I
should add was a
newly remodeled
waiting room to
begin with, as ex-
pected, there was
an extra security

presence roaming the hallways making
sure children weren’t left unattended to
destroy any more property. I happen to
think that particular waiting room attracts
a certain level of bad karma, since not long
after its reopening they had another inci-
dent. This one didn’t involve property
damage, but another family shut and
locked the waiting room door, which in ef-
fect kept out any other visiting family
member from resting or waiting. So when
the security guard on duty passed by on
patrol asked them to keep it open, they re-
fused. Their reason? Well, the children, of
whom there were four, would run out into
the hall and the mom would have to chase
them down, so if they wanted it open the
hospital would have to take responsibility
for her kids running amok in the hallways.
She actually said this to the security guard
and the director of the unit. So, let me get
this straight – you brought your children
to the waiting room of the ICU unit of the
hospital and can’t keep them under con-
trol so it’s now the hospital’s responsibil-

So, let me get this straight – you
brought your children to the waiting
room of the ICU unit of the hospital
and can’t keep them under control so
it’s now the hospital’s responsibility to
keep track of your little pack of hooli-
gans since we won’t let you lock other
people out of a public space? This is
why I love working in a hospital: You
can’t make this stuff up.
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One reason York® Heating and Air Conditioning Systems are so
reliable is because our people “own” them before you do. From the
assembly line to your home, they take personal ownership of each
and every part they are responsible for. That’s what we mean when
we say: Built right. Built by York. Visit us at York.com.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

www.The Ranchos.com

Please see GEN WHY on P. 17
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Click on “Local News” at

For those of you that have a
summer garden, I imagine the zuc-
chini has just about taken over. Your
friends, relatives and neighbors are
almost tired of seeing you arrive
with a bag of the stuff. So what to do
with it?

For one thing, you can freeze
them but you must plan on doing it
the day they are picked, or no later
than the next day. Have everything
ready before you start as it should be
done as quickly as possible. This can
be done with any summer squash.

Begin by washing the squash
thoroughly and slicing it the way
they will be cooked next winter:
length wise into “spears,” into
rounds or chunks, ,but be sure they
are all the same size so they will
blanch and freeze in the same time.

Put a large pot of water on to boil.
Have a large bowl of ice water ready
and a colander ready for draining. Get
a slotted spoon, a large cookie sheet
and several zip-lock bags.

Add the squash to the boiling
water (do NOT salt the water, as that
will break down the enzymes and
cause the squash to be soggy when
thawed). Only leave in the boiling
water until they are crunchy “al
dente,: about two minutes, but start
testing after a minute.

As soon as the squash is
blanched, spoon into the ice water,
then into the colander. Drain well
before storing in the freezer bags. If
you have a large freezer, you can put
the squash on the cookie sheet (lined
with parchment paper makes it eas-
ier) and put it in the freezer until all
is frozen then put it into freezer
bags. This way the squash is frozen
individually and you can take out
only what you will need rather than
using the whole bag when every-
thing is frozen together.

I was looking for different ways
to use zucchini than steaming, fry-
ing or baking with Spanish rice. My
favorite way is using a nonstick fry-
ing pan, put about a teaspoon of but-
ter in the pan and add sliced
zucchini and some chopped onion.
Put a lid on it and on medium heat
only cook until just done. Do not
overcook because then you have
mush – ugh!

Zucchini Cake
2 C. Flour
2 tsp. cinnamon

2 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
¼ tsp. baking powder
3 eggs
2 C granulated sugar
1 C. vegetable oil
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. lemon zest (optional)
2 C. grated un-peeled zucchini.

Place grated zucchini in sieve to
drain out excess moisture before
measuring.

1 C. chopped nuts – walnuts or
pecans.

½ C raisins – either dark or
golden.

Preheat oven to 350. Butter a
9x12 or 9x13 pan – set aside.

In mixing bowl, mix together
the flour, cinnamon, baking soda,
salt and baking powder, set aside.

With a mixer, beat the 3 eggs on
high speed until frothy. Lower the
speed and beat in the sugar, veg-
etable oil, vanilla, and lemon zest (if
using). Stir in the flour mixture,
about a third at a time. Stir in the
zucchini and chopped nuts and
raisins.

Pour mixture into baking pan
and bake for 40 to 45 minutes. Re-
move from oven and cool com-
pletely before frosting.

Frosting
3 ounces cream cheese softened
¼ cup butter, room temperature
1 ½ to 2 C. powdered sugar
Beat together the cream cheese

and butter. Add the powdered sugar
and beat until smooth.

I’m going to take my “recipe
hat” off now and put on my “nostal-
gia hat.”

When my mom passed away al-
most 25 years ago, she had boxes of
genealogy information on all four
sides of our family. I took them and
started putting them together and
added to it with information from
cousins in Tennessee, Iowa and Ore-
gon and ended up with three large
binders of information, which I
have called “Our Story.” I’ve told
everyone in the family what I have

by Jean Briner

Be a Zucchini Houdini

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

6/13

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $25!

WANTED • WANTED
Do you need some extra

cash? We are looking for the
following items:

-- FAIR PRICES PAID --

SADDLES
BRIDLES

HEADSTALLS
SHOW HALTERS

BITS
SHOW TACK
ALL OTHER

HORSE TACK
OLD HORSE BOOKS

TACK RACKS
HORSE STATUES

ALSO:
WESTERN BELT

BUCKLES6/
13

SPURS
AMERICAN INDIAN ITEMS

TURQUOISE
JEWELRY

STERLING SILVER
JEWELRY

COSTUME JEWELRY –
ALL KINDS

POCKET WATCHES
THIMBLES

STERLING SPOONS –
FORKS – PLATES, ETC.

If you have anything for
sale call:

264-7980
We live in the Ranchos

and can come to your place or
meet you.

THANK YOU

New Location
14794 HWY 41 • 559-822-4882 6/13

A FEED FOR

EVERY
NEED
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SUNDAY

JUNE 30

5 P.M. til DARK

BOUNCE

HOUSE &

FIREWORKS

BBQchicken, burgers
& hot dogs

6/
13

and that someday I would like to
make a book, but due to the lack of
funds and knowhow I have put it on
the back shelf and “someday” has
never come. Recently, one of the boys
called me and wanted to know some
information about a cousin that was
in WWII. It got me to thinking – I
have played life’s 18 holes and am
headed for the clubhouse – and I’m

still sitting here with all this infor-
mation and doing nothing about it,
and that is idiotic of my part. So I
made a few phone calls, and talked to
Randy and with God’s help, we are
going to put it together. I have fund-
ing, and Randy has said he would
help lay it out – after all, that is his
business. What I am saying here is
please, if you have any background
on your family, write it down now,
while you still can. Maybe your fam-

ily won’t be interested today, but
what if after you have made it to the
clubhouse your kids will want to
know who Uncle Ralph’s second wife
was, or where did our family come
from? Remember, our ancestors all
came from somewhere.

Anyway, in with the papers was a
newspaper clipping that I found inter-
esting. I thought you might like to
read some of it. It is all about the 40’s.

1940: A&P Supermarkets sell the
first precut, cellophane wrapped meat.

1940: The first Dairy Queen
opened in Juliet, Ill.

1942: Americans hoard coffee,
leading to a coffee ration of 1 pound
every five weeks. Sugar has already
been rationed; the weekly allowance
is 8 ounces per person. Meat is also
rationed.

1942: The Wrigley Co. packs mil-
itary K-rations that contain canned
meat, four cigarettes and compressed
graham biscuits,

1943: A Trumanburger, named
after Harry S. and made with baked
beans, is concocted in the dying days
of meat rationing.

1944: Meat rationing, except for
steak, ends after D Day.

1945: Earl W. Tupper invents re-
sealable food containers.

1946: Frozen french fried pota-
toes are introduced.

1947: Reynolds Metals Co. uses
surplus aluminum from WWII to
make aluminum foil.

1947: Refrigeration and suburban
growth are responsible for the cre-
ation of supermarkets where all food
stuffs can be found under one roof.

1947: Cake mixes from Betty
Crocker and Pillsbury make their
debut. The first mix is for a single
layer ginger cake.

1948: V8 Cocktail Vegetable Juice
is introduced by Campbell Soup Co.

1948: The process of condensing
and freezing orange juice is devel-
oped but the Minute Maid Co. needs
help in getting the word out. Investor
John Whitney offers a glass of the
juice to his golf partner Bing Crosby.
Crosby loves it and buys 20,000
shares of the company and hawks the
juice on radio and television. Demand
for Florida orange juice quadruples.

1949: Sara Lee Cheese Cake is
introduced by baker Charles Luken,
who names the product for his
daughter.

6/
13

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
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Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Call me to find out how these oils can help you!
Tina Shannon

Independent Product Consultant

645-4948 or 430-7131 www.mydoterra.com/tinashannoncall

6/13

visit my ONLINE STORE at
www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon

Now is the time to take control of your family's health! If you suffer
from: headaches, pain, allergies, seizures, arthritis, inflammation, heartburn,
weight issues, sleep problems, stress, depression, asthma, colds/flu,
indigestion, menstrual problems, acne, eczema, skin disorders, infections,
viruses, constipation, diarrhea and more, then please call me. I can help
you. I carry 100% all natural certified pure therapeutic grade essential oils
which can improve your health, energy and lifestyle. (They have NO fillers
or harmful additives) Now is the best time to look and feel your best.

Come
Celebrate with

Us in July!

37275 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos • 395-4873
21 & Over ONLY! • No Cover Charge6/

13

July 5 & 19 - Karaoke Fridays
LIVE MUSIC

July 6 - the Rockaholics
July 12, 26 & 27 - Rocky Rock

July 13 - the Wild Cards

July 14 - Force ‘Em*
July 20 - the Stallions

All shows begin at 9 p.m.
(*except Force ‘Em which
performs from 4 - 7 p.m.)

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the Ranchos
Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn how
you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site! 6/

13

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

ByPerryWatkins

“Kiwanis international is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child one community at a
time.”

Because of the generosity of the
Madera Ranchos community, the local
Kiwanis Club has been able to increase
the scholarships for Liberty High School
graduating seniors. This is one of the pri-
mary events that the Kiwanis members
work all year to create. We have a number
of fundraisers throughout the year and all
of the locally collected money goes di-
rectly to our
local commu-
nity. Our
members pay
our own ad-
ministrat ive
expenses so
all service
funds can go
to direct serv-
ices in our
area. If we
ever do collect
any funds ear-
marked for
areas outside
of our com-
munity or for
administrative
expenses, we will advertise that boldly at
those events.

There were so many excellent candi-
dates that we had great difficulty making
the final selection. The students who
were selected had made both academic
achievements and were engaged in com-
munity events. These hard-working, awe-
somely intelligent young people managed
to win our approval for the Kiwanis
Scholarships. Seventeen students applied
and, truly, each one was deserving. Natu-
rally, we cannot give awards to everyone.
The students who were chosen really put
it all together with their applications. We
could not give these awards if we did not
have our incredibly generous Kiwanians
and also so many caring supportive com-
munity members. If the folks out there
did not bring recyclables to us, or buy our
tri-tip sandwiches or run in the Cross the
River Run then we just would not be able
to do this. A big thank you to the Schol-
arship Committee and especially to Bev
Delk for her management of the scholar-
ship awards process. Congratulations one

and all to our wonderful students and
teachers at Liberty High. We love mak-
ing these awards. Kiwanis has been able
to make the largest number of individual
awards this year and also has become one
of the largest overall donors for Liberty
High School scholarships due to the help
and support of the community.

We also have been able to support a
number of other causes that support the
community. We are overjoyed to be able
to increase our annual support of our
local fire station this year and will make
a worthwhile contribution to the fire-
man’s picnic again in support of their
awesome services. Thank you for your

support at the
F l a t l a n d e r s
Day Parade
and at our
Cross the
River Run.
These events
were very suc-
cessful and
enable us to
give so much
to the commu-
nity.

The club
appeared in
strength at the
Miracle Mile
of Quarters in
support of

Children’s Hospital of Central California.
This event has raised thousands of needed
dollars in support of this amazing hospi-
tal. We also are planning to clean up com-
munity signs at Avenue 12 and Road 36,
and also Avenue 12 and Highway 41.
Check them out.

You are always welcome to join a
meeting. We are open, welcoming, and
love to hear from the community. Come
join us one time or 52 times a year. Thank
you Madera Ranchos Community. We
love you.

Kiwanis Increases LHS Scholarships

www.ranchoskiwanis.com
Board Members:

President: Marie Cameron
President Elect: Perry Watkins
Secretary: Virginia Vick
Treasurer: Perry Watkins
Past President: John Glueck

Board of Directors:
Debbie Farr, Mary Ann Parks, Mona
Diaz, John Herrera and Ollia Ridge.

Kiwanis Korner

Hats off to the best of the best at Liberty High. Kiwanis
President Marie Cameron, left, presides over this year’s
Kiwanis Scholarship winners, Chloe Doyle, Andy Hart,
Jacob Rousey, Jordyn DeChamplain, Lindsey Tucker and
Claressa Wardle as Kiwanis member Beverly Delk looks
on.
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AUG. 17, 2013
Save this date!

Fire Station 19 s Annual

Sponsors & Auction Items Needed

6/13call 559-801-7703 for more info

5 p.m.
to

Midnight

FIRE-B-Q DINNER & DANCE
,

HHeeaarrttssttrriinnggss
Personalized, one-of-a-kind
gifts, home decor and accessories. 

Open Tuesday-Friday 11-6 and Saturday 10-4
www.facebook.com/burlapheartstrings

36733 Avenue 12
(where Madlin’s used to be, next to Purse Passions)

6/
13

6/13

Sunday School   9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

come meet friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Mansel Trimble is the pastor at Golden Valley
Baptist Church. Come say “hello” to Mansel.

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

6/13

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

6/13

Last year my husband finished a 2 ½
year stint working in Mexico three weeks out
of each month and flying home on weekends.
Every Sunday night I’d “sneak” a card into
his suitcase. Do I expect him to save those
100+ cards forever? Of course! Well …
maybe not all of them …

With the advent of email and e-cards,
hand-written notes, cards and letters are be-
coming less and less common, but many peo-
ple of my generation are harboring bags and
boxes of them.

The first step in dealing with these is to
purge. Remember that the age of an item isn’t
what gives it its value. As you pick up that
card or letter from the past, what kind of emo-
tion does it stir – feelings of happiness and
nostalgia, or something not so pleasant? Keep
the ones that bring a smile to your face. 

Cards without personal notes are good
candidates for the can. Keep the meaningful,
hand-written sentiments and let go of the “Love,
Bob” cards. When I send birthday and anniver-
sary cards, I really don’t expect the recipients to
find a place to store them for the rest of their
lives. Give yourself permission to let go.

As further incentive to weed out some, con-
sider re-purposing the discards. You can cut out
cute poems or pictures and use them as scrap-
booking embellishments, or punch holes in the
tops and thread ribbon through for gift tags. 

Once you’ve purged, the next step is to
create a home for the (fewer) precious items
you’ve saved. The craft stores have decora-
tive storage boxes to match almost any décor,
or finding an antique wood or metal box can
be an attractive way to have them accessible in
your bedroom or living room.

You may want to preserve and protect
items in archival sleeves before placing them in
boxes or albums. One of my clients likes to ran-
domly place old cards and memorabilia in books
on her library shelf. Later, they show up as a
sweet surprise when picking up a book to read. 

For some, scanning them into the com-
puter is a good option. Others feel there’s too
much lost in not having the tangible item. 

For a while, my criteria for saving Christ-
mas greeting cards was “only if it had a
photo.” Now, 90 percent of the cards we re-
ceive are pictures. For these I recommend
scanning and creating a folder on the com-
puter as the best way to save them.

Finally, be intentional about the cards and
letters you’re saving from here on. Create a
folder or container for the new items coming
in and store it in an accessible place so you
can file it away – right away.

You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questions answered at Organized by Choice (be-
cause things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, or you can email
her at info@organizedby choice.com, visit her
website www.organizedbychoice.com or she can
be reached by phone at 559-871-3314.

Organizing Old Cards, Letters

Progress not Perfection

By Mike Bailey

en•abler\i-’nā-blƏr: one that enables
another to achieve an end; especially: one
who enables another to persist in self-de-
structive behavior (as substance abuse) by
providing excuses or by making it possible to
avoid the consequences of such behavior.

Here is a small test to find the enabler in
the group: In a group of 10 to 12 people, spill
something – water, coffee, soda – it doesn’t
matter, just spill something. The first person
who gets up to help you clean up YOUR
MESS is your enabler.

I was a drunk, now I am an alcoholic;
there is a difference. I see the true meaning of
enabler everywhere I look. At one time, I
would give change or buy a burger for any pan-
handler. I felt I was doing what the Lord asked
of me. Then about two years ago I had the great

idea of instead of giving them a Filet-o-Fish I
would teach them how to get their own Filet-o-
Fish. When they would ask for change or what-
ever their desires were at that moment, I would
not get rude or belittle them in any way. I sim-
ply would say to them that I would help them,
but they had to be willing. (For those of you
who don’t know, in our group one of the fa-
vorite sayings is, “The key is willingness.” It is
so popular that they make keys that display that
saying). I start by telling them that I’m in re-
covery, and I know a way that they can have a
better life and they don’t have to live this way
anymore. Has this approach worked? Only the
Lord knows. The point is even the littlest bit of
enabling is a killer. 

When I finally decided that a change was
necessary, it was because all of my friends and

An Open Letter to the Enabler

Please see PROGRESS on  P. 14
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New Chamber Board
Pres.: Verlin Dill - VDI Services

V.P.: Don Foster - Creative Catering
Sec.: Audrey Stock

Treas.: Virginia Vick
Past Pres.: Ollia Ridge

Board Members: 3-Year: Randy Bailey - Ranchos Independent; Lisa Haney -
Haney Chiropractic; 2-Year: Cindy Ceja - Vulcan Materials; Paula Stuart - Now
& Again Thrift & Gift Shop; 1-Year: Leann Fursman - Skin Elegance; Javier
Felix - Madera Ranchos Barbershop

Everyone is Welcome!

Ribbon Cutting & Mixer

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome
the newest member to the Madera Ranchos business family

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see
you at our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the

month at 6:30 p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

C&G Business Solutions

New Member

Hurst Hardware Parking Lot
37398 Berkshire Drive • 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

VENDORS WELCOME!

6/
12

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS STAND

for the 4th of July

Get your

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

Next to the Ranchos Café in the Maywood Center
Come out and support your local library and chamber!

June 29 - July 4 • 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

6/
13

FFaarrmmeerrss  MMaarrkkeett

EEvveerryy  TThhuurrssddaayy  NNiigghhtt

iitt’’ss

ttiimmee

Saturday, July 6 • 10 a.m. - Noon

37275 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos
645-5545 

Pete & Maria’s
Italian Bistro
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family were done. They displayed “Tough
Love.” I know it had to hurt them; it possibly
ripped their hearts out. Even my boys had the
courage to say “enough.” Everyone who I
was close to just said, “Get help or stay away,
we are done.” They could not watch what I
was doing to myself any longer. They knew
that helping me in any way was killing me.
They knew that my continued actions were
going to lead me to either jail, a sanitarium
or the graveyard. They were all brave and
showed tons of strength by finally saying,
“NO!”

If you are living with someone who con-
tinues to stop, start, stop, break promises, stop
drinking or using again, then start drinking or
using again, you have to realize the reason
the merry-go-round keeps running is they

need help and that help cannot come from
YOU.

You need to stop helping.
Seriously, stop doing whatever you are

doing because nothing will change until the
addict or alcoholic truly sees the ramifica-
tions of his or her actions. If you continue to
keep doing what you keep doing, you will
keep getting what you keep getting. What
you have always done will result in what you
will always get.

Denial is not just suffered by alco-
holics; denial is the biggest reason enablers
keep doing what they do. You need to open
your eyes to what is really going on around
you.

Once again, an enabler is a person who
by his or her actions makes it easier for an
addict to continue self-destructive behavior
by rescuing and always keeping the addict

from seeing what the addict’s actions are
doing to others.

Any time you assist/allow another per-
son to continue in unproductive/un-
healthy/addictive behavior, whether actively
or passively, YOU ARE ENABLING! Ask
yourself a couple of questions:

1) Have I ever had to make an excuse
or lie about something the alcoholic/addict
has done? Such as made the phone call to
their boss and said that they were sick when
they were really hung over or too drunk to
work?

2) Am I supporting someone who can’t
work because of their addictions?

If you answered YES to either of these
two questions, I’m sorry to say you really
need to take a deep look at your relationship
with the person for whom you are covering
and making excuses. This will not be an easy

task but it needs to be done. I promise you it
will be worth it in the end.

If you are currently enabling someone,
remember it is not your fault. You love and
care deeply for this person and all you want
for this person is the best for them. Unfortu-
nately, helping them is actually causing more
destruction and harm.

The best help is when you say
“ENOUGH.” If my sons could do it at the
ages of 13 and 14, then I think a grown, ma-
ture adult can make the correct choice. The
choice is a hard one; it will not be easy. Ask
yourself how easy your life is right now – if
you love someone, do what has to be done.
You may think it’s the other person who
needs all the help but, in truth, you both do.

Until next time, may God bless you and
keep you,

Mike B.

PROGRESS cont. from P. 11

By Andy Alvarado

Part I

Taking stock in student and staff ac-
complishments and time for self-reflection
are critical components to moving an or-
ganization forward and continuing to strive
for excellence. I asked each site and de-
partment to take a few minutes to reflect on
their school site or department’s accom-
plishments before we head into summer to
rest, relax and recharge our batteries for a
new school year. Listed below are some of

the accomplishments submitted by our
schools. Although this is not an all-inclu-
sive list, it certainly captures many of the
school and district accomplishments for the
year. Congratulations to all of our sites and
departments for a productive year and a job
well-done!

In addition, I want to thank each and
every parent, teacher, student, community
member and booster organization for all of
your support of Golden Valley Unified
School District.

Liberty High School
API: 829- an eight point growth
Nationally ranked school in US News

Best High Schools in America! 245th in
California!!!!

CAHSEE: 95% pass rate in Math, 92%
pass rate in ELA (highest in school history)

Mock Trial: Madera County Champi-
ons, First school to represent Madera
County; 8th in State

Destination Imagination: State Cham-
pions

WASC: Highly positive review – no
areas of significant growth (waiting term)

Music: Six Choir students participated
in the Fresno Madera County Honor Choir
in January 2013.

Drama: Two successful productions.
Footloose ran a full house for two days.

Softball: Danni Devine won the CIF

Central Section Student-Athlete award, a
first for Liberty.

Finished the North Sequoia League 9-
1 and won the league title. The junior var-
sity finished undefeated in league to win a
championship.

Seniors Hannah Shevnell and Randi
Wallace earned scholarships to play softball

Football: 2012 NSL Champions, 2012
Division 5 Valley Champions, 12 wins, 1
loss

NSL Defensive Player of the Year:
Cody Sanders

NSL Utility Player of the Year:
Logan Doss

NSL Underclassman of the Year:
Wade Wallace

Madera Tribune Most Valuable
Player: AJ Leon

Madera Tribune Defensive Player of
the Year: Cody Sanders

Madera Tribune Coach of the Year:
Mike Nolte

All Fresno Bee Team: Cody Sanders
First Team All NSL: Cody Sanders,

AJ Leon, JJ Santa Cruz, Paul Vandergriff,
Logan Doss, Rene Luis

Girls Tennis: Girls Tennis this year:
Undefeated NSL Champions for the second
straight year. Valley runner-up in Division
4. Individually: Jordyn DeChamplain/
Bethany Buchnoff NSL Doubles Champi-

ons; Maritza Rivera/Renee Ortega NSL
Doubles, second Place. Annie Erickson
NSL singles, second Place.

Boys Tennis: NSL champs and Divi-
sion V Valley Champions, first in history

Girls Soccer: NSL Champs, Runner-
up in Valley

Boys Soccer: NSL Champs: Runner-
up in Valley

Inaugural Hall of Fame: Inductees-
Greg Ruland: Hall of Fame Coach, Chris
Gonzales Athlete and 2005 Softball team.

Career Skills challenge: 1st place in
Sports Medicine competition

Kinsey Carson 1st place medal for
Graphic Design

Naraly Godinez 1st place Medal for
Video editing

Young Writers’ Conference: Max Rea-
gan won the University Presidents Medal
for creative writing. His short story is pub-
lished in Young Writer’s journal -Spectrum
.Zachary Puente won William Saroyan So-
ciety award– a significant honor!

Grants: Secured $24,000.00 in grants
from the Picayune Rancheria – 40 station
computer lab and 10 iPads

Mike Erickson secured a STEM K-12
Outreach Committee Grant for $248.18 to-
wards the purchase of Rockets

Next Month: Part II

2013 – A Celebration of Accomplishments in GVUSD

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Andy Alvarado.
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first educate yourselves about the numerous
improprieties practiced by your own chosen
political party. The list is extensive. I would
suggest you begin with the Iran/Contra
scandal during the Reagan/Bush adminis-
tration, the "communist witch hunts" of Re-
publican senator Joseph McCarthy (which
were blatantly unconstitutional and de-
stroyed many lives and careers), Richard
Nixon's well known "dirty tricks," and/or
the Watergate Scandal which led to his res-
ignation in disgrace. Then take a good, hard
look at the Patriot Act and its slash-and-burn
of the 4th Amendment. Other examples
abound, all you have to do is search them
out. But then, you first have to care about
the truth. And while you're at it, take a mo-
ment to remind yourselves of one of our
country's most sacred principles, found in
the 1st Amendment of the U.S. Constitution:
the right to free speech. That means every-
one's, not just yours.

Rick Hodgson
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
My name is Warren Parr. I filed the

complaint with the Madera County Grand
Jury and I would like to explain my ration-
ale to the Ranchos and Rolling Hills Com-
munity.

I would first like to explain WASC
(Western Association of Schools and Col-
leges) and my experience with, and under-
standing of, that organization. My first
encounter with WASC was in the mid-
1990's. During their previous accreditation
visit, WASC slapped Madera High School
with a conditional three-year accreditation,
as I remember it. A positive accreditation
roughly means the diplomas and Carnegie
units earned by the students will be honored
by other schools and colleges. A negative
accreditation could potentially mean the
diplomas and units would not be honored.
Toying with WASC is not something to be
entered into lightly. A poor WASC evalua-
tion is hard to recover from. Madera High
School's conditional three-year accreditation
from WASC was one of the contributing
factors that led to the separation of the Ran-
chos Community from Madera Unified
School District.

WASC is a non-biased, independent ac-
creditation organization. They do not set
learning standards, the California Board of
Education does. WASC is concerned about
the process used to meet those learning stan-
dards. If WASC doesn't accredit, for exam-
ple Liberty High School, the diplomas
earned from our high school may not be
honored by other schools and colleges be-

cause there is no independent, non-biased
verification (accreditation) that we meet in-
dustry standards.

While the Ranchos remained in
MUSD, I was a member of the Madera High
School Parent Committee that worked to re-
store Madera High School to a full six-year
accreditation. I am very proud to say our
parent group was very committed, deter-
mined and persuasive.

The WASC accreditation process hap-
pens in this way: A year or so prior to the
WASC visit, the school preforms a self-
evaluation study and develops an action
plan to correct its deficiencies. The school
presents that plan to the visiting WASC
Committee. WASC will study and evaluate
that action plan. They will also conduct a re-
view of the previous self-study and action
plan. If the previous action plan has not been
implemented and/or the deficiencies cor-
rected, it is possible the WASC Committee
could reduce the accreditation term to three
years or less. WASC makes the school and
district accountable to the community. I, for
example, look at the Self Study Action Plan,
make a list and prioritize those items. Dur-
ing the following years I continually remind
the board of its obligation to address and
correct those items. WASC and the Self
Study Action Plan gives us authority to keep
the administration and Board of Education
accountable.

That's what I’m doing right now.
I'm holding the Board accountable for

pages 61 and 62 of the WASC Self Study.
Trustee Crumpton simply has ignored di-
rection from the Board on this matter in the
past. That should change now. I hope the
community sees how much power we have
through the WASC Self Study. I consider it
an insult that Trustee Crumpton and her sup-
porters are alleging that Superintendent Al-
varado is controlling the Board. The
community (me in this instance) is holding
the board accountable and the board is re-
sponding appropriately to us and directing
the superintendent. The Self Study is no
joke. The GVUSD Board meets the first
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the
High School Library. Please come join me
and let's work together as a community to
make sure our schools reflect our commu-
nity.

The 2012 Liberty High School Self
Study Committee preformed their self-eval-
uation study and developed their new action
plan and delivered it to the WASC visitation
team. That report contained some harsh lan-
guage toward the Golden Valley Unified
School District Board of Trustees. The ac-
tion plan developed with regard to the Board
of Trustees was this: "There does not appear
to be any recourse for this."

Recourse for what? I'm glad you
asked.

Neighbors please locate a copy of the
Self Study Report and read it for yourself in
its entirety. I’m only quoting a portion of
page 61 and 62. Page 62 quote: "There have
been instances of unannounced visits and in-
appropriate interactions between some
Board members (Crumpton) and profes-
sional staff (teachers). The professional staff
is uncertain as to the goals and agendas of
certain Board Members. As a result, the staff
often does not feel fully supported by the
Board and at times feels that the instruction
process is actually inhibited by their activi-
ties. Professional staff feels that the Board
regularly violates their Code of Ethics and
governance standards. There does not ap-
pear to be any recourse for this. It is not
clear what the procedure is for submitting
formal complaints regarding inappropriate
conduct by Board members."

Let me interpret the self-study for just a
moment. Liberty High School Self Study
Committee, thank you for your work. I hear
you. I am a member of the community. I
know the procedure for submitting a formal
complaint(s). The first of several complaints
that I will file is called a Grand Jury Com-
plaint. Nothing else has worked to date. I
want to remove those distractions from you
so you can return your full attention toward
our students and their education. Thanks
again.

Page 61 quote: "It appears that some
Board members have personal agendas that
supersede the LHS vision, purpose and
ESLRs (Expected Student Learning Re-
sults). As a result, professional staff does not
feel fully supported by the Board. There
have been a number of instances where in-
dividual Board members have used personal
social networking sites to discuss school
business. This practice has resulted in inac-
curate information relayed to the commu-
nity, creating discord among parents,
administration and staff.”

WOW!
From my experience with WASC, that's

NOT what I want them to hear. This 2012
Liberty High School Self-Study Report will
be reviewed for compliance during the 2015
midway review and 2018 WASC visit. In-
action with regard to the teachers’ com-
plaints is NOT an option if we do not want
to place our full accreditation at risk. If you
desire to be involved in the 2018 WASC
process, get involved now. Don't wait till
2017 1/2.

Superintendent Alvarado serves on
WASC's accreditation committees. He eval-
uates other schools’ "self- studies and action
plans." He is very familiar with the process
for those who do not correct deficiencies
sited in their action plans. He HAS to act.
Not only because our accreditation would
be at risk but because the teachers feel
trapped by Trustee Crumpton and not sup-

ported. His creditability with his teachers is
in jeopardy.

Trustee Crumpton knows this. She
knows the superintendent will eventually
have to react if she continues to provoke the
teachers. She also knows that any profes-
sional interaction between her, the superin-
tendent and/or the teachers is private and
protected information. The superintendent
cannot respond to those kinds of events
without violating many Board Policies and
Education Codes. She has him trapped, or
so she thinks. What she did not realize was
that she was in violation of the law when she
refused to leave the Webster Elementary
School campus. So while she was baiting
her trap, it closed trapping Trustee Crump-
ton instead. Her supporters are trying to con-
vince us that it was not her trap and she is
being unjustly persecuted. Hogwash. Isn't
this the exact same method of operation and
pattern of behavior the Liberty High School
Teachers were complaining of in their self-
study conducted six months to a year prior
to the Webster incident? The teacher who in-
vited Trustee Crumpton to the Webster
classroom and sit in on her performance ob-
servation (conducted by the district admin-
istration) is a personal friend and they
socialize together. Because Trustee Crump-
ton defied the principal’s, and later superin-
tendent’s, request to exit the campus, a
confrontation occurred challenging the su-
perintendent’s authority. It is alleged, as a
result of that confrontation, the teacher
friend suffered emotional distress (or some-
thing like that) and has been prevented by
her trauma from returning to work since the
incident (can anyone spell “lawsuit $$$”?).
This of course supports Trustee Crumpton’s
claim that it was a violent confrontation. It
was very fortunate for Trustee Crumpton
that her teacher friend was there to witness
that traumatic event. A few days later at the
GVUSD Board meeting, the teacher friend's
mother-in-law (also a teacher in the district)
stands before the school Board and speaks
of a similar incident seven years prior when
the superintendent allegedly bullied her.
Again how fortunate for Trustee Crumpton
these witnesses were available to verify her
account of the confrontation and establish a
pattern of behavior by the superintendent.
The superintendent, by policy, cannot de-
fend himself. Do these coincidences seem
extremely fortuitous for Trustee Crumpton?
What are the odds? Do these witness state-
ments seem very self-serving? The con-
frontation seems staged, rather than
“chance” to me. The more I peel layers off
this onion the more rot I find.

Trustee Crumpton, please answer these
six easy questions:

1) What were you doing on the Webster

LETTERS cont. from P. 4

Please see LETTERS on P. 16
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Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Got broken screens? Madera Glass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair. 

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training, and reimbursement to our fos-
ter families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

(559) 222-5437

Foster Parents Needed

www.transitionschildrensservices.org 6/
13
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Happy 4th

of July!

37221 Ave. 12 #1C
in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos

call 664455--PPEETTSS
to make your grooming
appointments now
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37164 Ave. 12 #103
Mon-Sat 10 a.m - 5:30 p.m.

Antiques
Collectibles

Furniture
& More!

We do

custom painting on

furniture, canvas

and much, much

more.

217-0703 •

6/13

10%OFF
with this coupon • EXP 7-31-13 • excludes furniture

Campus in that teacher’s room on that day at
that time?

2) Have you ever evaluated the per-
formance of an administrator observing a
teacher in the process of teaching prior to
that day?

3) What qualifications do you have for
evaluating the performance of an adminis-
trator observing a teacher in the process of
teaching?

4) What standard did you intend to use
in your evaluation of the administrator if the
observation had been allowed to continue?

5) Did you refuse to leave the campus
at the principal’s request?

6) Is the potential settlement from a po-
tential lawsuit the payback for assistance in
the attempted entrapment?

For two and one half years you have
been dogging and bullying the superinten-
dent knowing that he could not speak out to
defend himself without violating the law.
You tried to entrap him but it was you who
was trapped because of your boastful state-
ments on Facebook. Thank you again for
your Facebook confession. Trustee Crump-
ton please speak out again. Answer the
questions. Tell us your side of that event.
Facebook is fine but leave it up for all to
read. Get on the record and make your own

statements so they can be scrutinized and
verified. If you do not defend yourself, I am
left with one logical conclusion: Your be-
havior that day is indefensible, NOT Al-
varado's.

Trustee Crumpton, please resign. Don't
put our community through a recall process
and further divide our community.

Warren Parr
Madera Ranchos

Letters cont. from P. 15
Page 16    

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:

email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

mail:
The Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

6/
13

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.net
559-645-5320

6/13

ity to keep track of your little pack of hooli-
gans since we won’t let you lock other peo-
ple out of a public space? This is why I love
working in a hospital: You can’t make this
stuff up. Here’s an idea … find a babysitter.
No babysitter? Then maybe a leash. I, per-
sonally, was proud of the guard and the Unit
Director for telling the parents that as a pub-
lic waiting room it must remain open and
unlocked for other guests and her children
will remain her responsibility and she can
either keep them under control or she can
leave with them.

The bottom line here is, you can let
your children express themselves. You can
let your children grow into individuals by
allowing them a voice in your home and the

freedom to let their talents blossom and their
passions develop, but you do not have to
forego discipline in the process. A well-be-
haved child is not an emotionally stifled
child. An artistic child doesn’t have to be a
tyrant. They can have the best of both
worlds, structure and yet freedom to make
their own choices, discipline and yet a sense
of individuality. It doesn’t have to be one or
the other. But if you really can’t bring your-
self to tell your children to sit down and play
quietly in the waiting room of a hospital, or
force yourself to stop your kid from tagging
up the joint, then here’s an idea: let them
doodle on you while you sleep. No property
damage done and you get to proudly display
your child’s boredom until you can make it
home and into the shower, or until the ink
wears off. I think it’s a win-win.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 7

A group of Ranchos/Hills Seniors will
be leaving for an 11-day trip to some of the
National Parks. Our fearless leader Joann
Blancett, the Ranchos/Hills Seniors Cen-

ter manager, will be leading the trip
through the National Parks. The Senior
Center will be open and will continue to
operate as usual with exercise classes,
lunch and all of the other activities, espe-
cially the fun card games that happen at
the Center.

Soon it will be the 4th of July. The
Ranchos Library and the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce will be opening
their annual Fireworks Booth on June 29
through July 4th next to the Ranchos Café.
Have a safe and sane 4th of July. We are
already having a bad fire season with all
of the dry grass around.

STOCK cont. from P. 6

In Memoriam

Cleo “Bird” Mitchell
June 21, 1916 -- June 2, 2013

Cleo “Bird” Mitchell passed away on
Sunday, June 2, 2013 at the age of 96. He was
the youngest son of five children, born on
June 21, 1916 in Pittsburg, Texas to Warren
Prince Mitchell and Ida Hamilton-Mitchell.

Cleo loved fishing with friends and rais-
ing cattle, however, his greatest love was
being a song leader in the Church of Christ
which spanned over 50 years.

Cleo is survived by his children, Hursel
Floyd Mitchell, Celetta Mitchell, Alice Faye

Mitchell, Geral Dean “Gerrie” Mitchell and
Cle Esthers Mitchell Canizalez all of Madera,
and his God daughter, Rose Lee Rubio Jones
of Turlock, and his God son by marriage,
Ricky Jones of Turlock. He was the loving
grandfather to Mitchell Ryan Canizalez, Mar-
shall Albert Canizalez, and Morgann Rose
Canizalez all of Madera and numerous loving
nieces and nephews.

Cleo was buried Friday, June 7 atArbor
Vitae Cemetery in Madera.
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Classified

Click on “Local News” at

A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r -
i n g , r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s .
F a s t s e r v i c e . N E W A D -
D R E S S & P H O N E N U M -
B E R : 3 6 0 2 7 R u t h A v e . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

B u s i n e s s f o r S a l e

C a r W a s h F o r S a l e - F o r
s a l e a t $ 3 8 5 , 0 0 0 o r w i l l
r e n t o r l e a s e . 3 7 0 7 5 A v e .
1 2 , M a d e r a R a n c h o s . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 6 6 3 0 .

Construction

New construction, remodels, room
addi t ions , barns and pat ios . Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n
m i n u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r -
p e t , u p h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t
c l e a n i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g -
g r e g a t e , s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t
a n d R . V . i n t e r i o r s . B B B
a n d G o l d e n V a l l e y C h a m -
b e r m e m b e r . C a l l B r u c e
t o d a y f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e .
5 5 9 - 6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

For Rent

D u p l e x i n M a d e r a - 3
B d / 2 B a t h , W a s h e r & D r y e r
h o o k u p , C a r p o r t . $ 8 0 0
m o . r e n t , $ 8 0 0 d e p o s i t .
C a l l 1 - 4 0 8 - 2 3 8 - 5 4 0 2 .

Help Wanted

H e l p Wa n t e d - E m p l o y m e n t
o p p o r t u n i t y a t 3 V F e e d i n
M a d e r a . L o o k i n g f o r h a r d -
w o r k i n g , m o t i v a t e d h e l p . P h y s -
i c a l w o r k , h e a v y l i f t i n g , l o t s o f
h a y b u c k i n g i n v o l v e d . N o n -
s m o k i n g e n v i r o n m e n t . A p p l y i n
p e r s o n a t 2 8 3 4 2 H w y. 1 4 5 i n
M a d e r a . B i - l i n g u a l a p l u s . C a l l
6 6 1 - 0 0 3 8 .

Housecleaning

Housecleaning - Get ready for
spring! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559-
645-0308 or Staci at 559-458-3248.

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all year
long. Experience, Responsible,
Honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0 y e a r s
o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d .
F r a n k K r a m e r E x t e r i o r s . L i c .
# 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

Paint ing Services - Gerald
Scheff ing & Son Paint ing. 40
years experience. Inter ior & Exte-
rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k U p

FREE RECYCLABLES PICKUP
- K I D S 4 R E C Y C L I N G o f f e r s
p i c k u p o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i -
a l s , i n c l u d i n g p a p e r , p l a s t i c s ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d b o a r d .
I f y o u h a v e a n y q u e s t i o n s b e
s u r e t o c a l l D i a n n a a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2
o r 6 4 5 - 1 0 4 8 . F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n -
c h o s ’ S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y, s c h o o l s
a n d 4 H .

Tractor/Trenching Services

B O B C AT W O R K - D R I L L I N G
P O S T H O L E S - T r e e s -
T r e n c h i n g - C l e a n U p . T R A C -
T O R W O R K D i s c i n g - R o -
t o t i l l i n g - M o w i n g - S c r a p i n g
- S t u m p G r i n d i n g - R o l l - o f f
B i n s . C a l l J o h n a t 9 0 8 - 1 0 6 6
o r N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 -
8 2 11 .

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot lev-
eling, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476 or 559-
645-4033.

T O A D V E R T I S E
C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out.
Screen, track and sills included. Re-
move hard water stain on home win-
dows, shower doors and car
windows. Cobweb removal available.
Fully insured. Call Nick at 285-1723.
Free estimates. SENIOR DIS-
COUNT!

SUDOKU

©2013 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Community Calendar
Madera Ranchos/Southeast Madera County

brought to you by SEMCU and the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Every Friday Friday Night at the Movies SEMCU, Inc.
Night (at Maywood Center)
Every Thursday Farmers Market Chamber of Commerce
Night (at Hurst Hardware)
August 17 Fireman’s BBQ Dinner Station 19

(at Borba ranch)
September 7 Swap Meet SEMCU

(at Hurst Hardware)
October 5 Chili Cook-Off/Car Show Festival Ranchos Kiwanis

(in planning stages)
December 6 Christmas Tree Lighting Chamber of Commerce

(at Maywood Center)

To add items call the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at 645-4001 or
SEMCU at 363-9095. Items must be submitted AT LEAST one month in
advance and are subject to editing.



Page 19

www.The Ranchos.com

Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 6/13

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 6/13

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate is coming back ...
are YOU ready?

Tom Williams • 675-5917
Century 21 M&M and Assoc. • cell: 244-9695 • Twilliams@c21mm.com

If you’ve been waiting to list your home, NOW is
the time. We have more buyers than sellers and
interest rates are at record lows.

“I specialize in short sales, finding lenders for
fixing credit and am a Ranchos resident.”

After retiring from law enforcement, I’m STILL here to serve you • Realtor Lic. #01920188

6/
13

6/
13

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 6/

13

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

6/
13

LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR
Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson • DRE Lic. #01263332

Interest rates are historically low, but
prices are edging up. Call me for more
information on your home’s current

value ... it could be the perfect time to sell.

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

Want to Know What
Your House is Worth?

Wanting
to Sell

or Buy?

We Have
Pre-

Approved
Buyers!

Call Me!
Maria

Fotopoulos - Cercone

Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
maria@ossrealtor.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

Office • 559-645-1212
Cell • 559-250-6740

6/
13
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Team Program

• Kinder Gym

• Tumble Tots

• Adult Boot Camp

• Birthday Parties

• Open Gym

• Field Trips

• Cheer

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

559-447-1609

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

Now & Again
Thrift & Gift Shop

3377118844    AAvvee..  1122    ##110044

664455--00001133

Come find your treasures

WWee  NNooww  CCaarrrryy
BBAALLLLOOOONNSS!!

(next to Pizza Factory)

Mon-Tue-Wed-Fri 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thu 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sat 9 a.m. - 3 p.m / Sun 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Housekeeping
& Cleaning
by Rosalia

559-718-9941
559-363-9348

or

• Over 10 Years
Experience

• MANY Ranchos
References
Available

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver
559-240-3556
559-517-0233

or

call
Specializing in Livestock
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Before you adventurous Arians charge right into those new proj-
ects, take a little time to learn where you'll be going so you can avoid getting lost before you get there.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your time is devoted to career demands through much of the
week. But Venus, who rules your sign, might be planning how (and with whom) you'll spend your
weekend.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Don't be put off by the surprising turn in the way your project is
developing. You've invested enough time in it to know how to make all the necessary adjustments.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The work week goes smoothly for the most part. But a weekend
visit to a place in your past could hold surprises for your future, especially where romance is involved.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A sudden attack of shyness for the usually loquacious Lion could be a
sign that deep down you're not sure enough about what (or whom) you had planned to talk up in
public.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) Deal with that job-related problem on-site -- that
is, at the workplace. Avoid taking it home, where it can spoil those important personal plans you've
made.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) It's a good time to let those favorable comments
about your business dealings be known to those in a position to be helpful. Don't hide your light; let it
shine

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Avoid added pressure to finish a project on
deadline by steering clear of distractions. To put it somewhat poetically: Time for fun -- when your tasks
are done.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You might be uneasy about an offer from
a longtime colleague. But before you reject it, study it. You might be surprised at what it actually
contains.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Deal firmly with a difficult family matter. It's
your strength they need right now. You can show your emotions when the situation begins to ease up.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A recent dispute with some co-workers might not
have been completely resolved. But other colleagues will be only too happy to offer support of your
actions.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Let go of that Piscean pride long enough to allow someone
to help you with a surprising development. That could make it easier for you to adjust to the change.

(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

Your willingness to open up to possibilities is why people like
you are often among our most popular political leaders.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

559-840-0519

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com
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1. MOVIES: What was the charge
debated by the jury in the movie "12
Angry Men"?
2. GOVERNMENT: What did the 22nd
Amendment to the Constitution do?
3. SCIENCE: What does an oologist
study?
4. QUOTATIONS: Who said, "Little
strokes fell great oaks."
5. ANATOMY: What is a verruca?
6. Geography: What is Europe's longest
river?
7. MUSIC: Who composed music for the
first three Harry Potter movies?
8. TRAVEL: Australia spans how many
different time zones?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: If someone suffers
from mysophobia, what is he or she afraid
of?
10. COMICS: What is the name of
Garfield's canine companion?

1.Murder
2.Limitedpresidentstotwofour-year
terms
3.Birds'eggs
4.BenjaminFranklin
5.Awart
6.TheVolga
7.JohnWilliams
8.Three
9.Germs
10.Odie

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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SSuuppeerr Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com



The return of the Community Family Movie Nights is here!
Every Friday night through August 23 SEMCU is sponsoring

FREE family movies at the Maywood Center beginning at 7:30 p.m.
FREE ice cold water for everyone. Bring your lawn chairs or a blanket

to spread on the ground and be part of
a great tradition that has returned to the Ranchos.

Family Movie Night

SEMCU REGULAR MEETING
Monday, July 15 at 6:30 p.m. • Ranchos Pizza Factory

6/
13


