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Ranchos Business Patriotism, Volunteerism Bring “Old Glory” Back
Wins UC Merced By Christi McKinney
after driving past the barn almost every so grateful for the support we’ve received.
day, felt he had to do something to fix it. People have even posted handwritten
Business Award
A local landmark that you read about “A site for sore eyes had become an eye notes and business cards on the barn ofMerced SBDC Regional
Network awards Salter’s Distributing the 2012 Entrepreneurial Success Award
The University of California, Merced
Small Business Development Center Regional Network held its fifth annual Small
Business Recognition Program on May 22
at Tornino’s Banquet Hall in Fresno. The
Entrepreneurial Success Award, established to honor small businesses in Central
California, went to Madera Ranchos-based
Salter’s Distributing .
Company owner, David Salter, comes
from three generations of grocery store
owners. He grew up visiting his grandparents’ store in Riverbank, Calif. and remembers “helping” at his uncle’s store in
Modesto when he was 5 years old. Those
experiences along with his parents running
their own company for many years inspired him to eventually go into business
for himself.
David got an opportunity to go into
the distributing business when he was only
17 years old. After learning about the
business, he opened his own distributing
company in Modesto in 1990. He started
the company with $200 cash for inventory
and traded his Chevy Chevelle for an old
Dodge van.
In 1992, David moved the company to
Fresno because of the opportunities he saw
there. In 2000, he was able to buy his own
warehouse and relocated the company
headquarters to the Madera Ranchos. The
company has grown to distribute to over
800 stores in Central California and currently has 18 employees. David began as
a toy specialist and, over the past 20 years,
has diversified into many different product lines. In 2011, Salter’s Distributing
added an additional 4800 square feet to its
warehouse to make room for more product.
The growth of the company has been
steady over the years. David attributes this
to Salter’s Distributing’s emphasis on customer service. Salter’s Distributing provides racks to the stores, the sales
representatives clean and stock all of the
racks, and all merchandise is 100% guaranteed to sell. The company recently
rolled out its own work glove lined called
El Toro Gloves and has just signed a contract to distribute candy to 30 Walmart
stores in Central California.

in the Ranchos Independent in February
has received an outpouring of support
from all over the world with many people
volunteering their time, labor and materials to help restore the “flag barn” to its
original glory. The flag barn, located on
Highway 41 at Avenue 12 in Madera, is
owned by McCaffrey Homes and it was
painted in stars and stripes by Robert and
Karen McCaffrey right after the 9/11 terrorist attacks as a symbol of patriotism,
perseverance and hope. The barn was
heavily damaged by a huge wind storm
last year that ripped half the roof off and
damaged the siding.
Long-time Madera Ranchos resident
and Vietnam Veteran Tom Baum says he
was inspired by the story he read in the
Ranchos Independent in February and

sore. As a Vietnam Veteran, I don’t like to
see a flag destroyed, so this is a very
worthwhile cause for me,” Baum said.
Baum approached McCaffrey Homes who
gave him the green light to begin restoration and coordinate the volunteer effort.
“It’s all of us coming together as Americans showing that we believe in this country.” Baum said that the first time he saw
the barn painted as a flag after the terrorist attacks, he wanted to hug the person
who painted it. And when nature tore the
barn apart, he knew he wanted to help put
it back together. “We all know anyone
could have rebuilt it,” Baum said. “We all
needed to do it and celebrate the meaning
behind it.”
It is also important to the McCaffreys
that this be a community project. “We’re

fering their help and donations,” Robert
A. McCaffrey, CEO of McCaffrey Homes
said. “It is heartwarming to see a community come together on this, and we’re
proud that the barn has become such an
important local symbol.”
Baum is quick to point out that although he is a proud Vietnam Veteran, this
project is not about him. The McCaffrey
trade contractors and vendors have been
working side by side with dozens of residents, veterans, friends and neighbors
helping him throughout the restoration
now nicknamed “Old Glory.” Anyone at
the construction site is sure to notice people honking in support and cars stopping
from all over the United States to donate

Now THERE’S your problem ... no roof as
the result of some fierce windstorms in December, rendering the “Flag Barn” less than safe.

Step One: Get some supplies. As a result of
stories in the Ranchos Independent and elsewhere, adequate money was raised.

Once you have the supplies there’s nothing
to it but to do it as these workers illustrate by
returning the barn back to its former glory.

Please see BARN on P. 10

Ag Foundation Reaps Dollars, Helps Liberty High Ag
By Vince Guthrie
Fighting a dry winter and a short
spring, the Golden Valley Ag Foundation
has successfully completed their first oat
hay project to benefit the Liberty High Ag
Program. This project was started last October with the main goal of raising money
to build a barn, animal pens and a shop to
teach Ag Mechanics and Welding to Ranchos youth.
Liberty High School graciously sectioned off the 10-acre parcel just west of the
school for the Ag Department to use. “Once
we were offered the parcel we hit the
ground running,” said John Porter, President of the Ag Foundation.
Bob Samuelson, owner of Lockwood
Seed in Chowchilla, donated the seed
needed to bring this project to life. With this
donation in place, local ranch foreman Craig
Wiley was able to provide the labor and di-

rection needed to grow a bountiful crop producing over 1000 bales of quality oat hay.
Scott Chase and other members of the
Ag Foundation then cut the crop, allowing
Golden Valley Unified School District
board member Mark Toole to bale it for
sale. Evan’s Feed of Madera gladly purchased the oat hay bringing the first season
to an end.
The Ag Foundation plans to make this
an annual fundraiser assuming the ground
is available in years to come.
On top of the oat hay project, the Ag
Foundation puts on two tri-tip dinners annually selling more than 300 roasts to the
Ranchos community.
This year the Ag Foundation decided
to give back to the youth by offering an inaugural scholarship. Brennan Cornell of
LHS was chosen for the $250 prize.
“We are always looking for more people to help out,” said Porter. “We have a

long road ahead of us but with the continuing support of our community and local
businesses our vision can become a reality.”
The Golden Valley Ag Foundation is
comprised of John Porter, President; Scott
Chase, Vice-President; Betsy and Gary Cardoza, co-Treasurers; and Board members
Kenny Warnock and Richard Sewell.
The Ag Foundation would like to thank
LHS for the use of land; Bob Samuelson for
his seed donation; Jose and Hector Tenorio
for their help in planting; Mark Toole for
his help in baling; Craig Wiley for helping
with farm labor; Dave Noble for providing
fuel; Evan’s Feed for purchasing the crop;
and Justin Chase and Trevor Porter for helping out.
For more information about the
Golden Valley Ag Foundation and to learn
how you can help support the Ag Program,
please contact John Porter at 559-3133578.

Click on “Local News” at

It’s Our 5-YEAR Anniversary

3-DAY SALE!
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Let’s celebrate the 4th of July
together! Happy 4th from your
friends at 3V Feed.
SPECIAL 4th PRICES & TIMES
7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

A Special “Thank You” from 3V Feed & Garden Supply

In appreciation of your five years of support for 3V Feed & Garden Supply, we would like to humbly thank you, our customers,
for standing by us all these years. Without our loyal customers and the support they have given us, we wouldn’t have been able
to become the top quality provider of hay in the Central San Joaquin Valley that we are today. This incredible 3-Day Sale is our
way of giving back to you and the community and our way of saying “Thank You” from the whole 3V Feed organization

20% OFF

$15 OFF

Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3V Feed & Garden Center is YOUR Store!

ALL EQUINE
DE-WORMER

SAVE

BIG MONEY

on ALL HAY during our 5th Anniversary Sale!

$10 OFF
3V Feed & Garden Supply is the Central
Valley’s premier supplier of Alfa-Alfa, Orchard
Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat Hay,
Sudan Grass and others!

TOP
QUALITY MANNA SENIOR
Equine Senior Feed from MANNA PRO

3rd bag when you buy 2 at regular price

make sure you ACTIVATE your
3V FEED REWARD Card!
2% BACK on ALL PURCHASES!
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$100 or more of

POULTRY FLY PENS,
BREEDER PENS OR DROP PENS

$5 OFF
$100 or more of

ANY BAGGED
HORSE FOOD

“We support FFA and 4H!”

Let’s Help Madera FFA

The Madera FFA “B.I.G. Team” is
attending the 85th Annual FFA National
Convention and Expo in Indianapolis, Ind.
Oct. 24-27 and is offering an exciting raffle
to help raise money for its trip.

WIN • WIN • WIN • WIN

1/2 HOG or WHOLE LAMB
Cut & Wrapped

Tickets Available at 3V Feed

Four half hogs will be given away and
one whole lamb will be given away.

The Friends of Madera FFA
say Celebrate the 4th

with Madera FFA
PRE-SALE Tickets!

50% OFF

Each PRE-SALE Ticket
gives Madera FFA $5!

WIN any of FOUR raffles courtesy of 3V Feed & Garden Supply

Food will be available SUNDAY, JUNE 24
ALL proceeds will go to Madera FFA!
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For every $25 spent, receive a
RAFFLE TICKET which YOU get to
enter in one of FOUR drawings:

BUY 1 GET 2ND

ALL plastic Scoops, Buckets and Pails
(of equal or lesser value)

1. Livestock Pkg. - $125 Value • 2. Equine Pkg. - $75 Value
3. Poultry Pkg. - $100 Value • 4. Pet Pkg. - $100 Value

The Friends of Madera FFA Fireworks
PRE-SALE Ticket is only $10

Visit the Madera FFA fireworks booth June
29-July 4 at Walgreens Pharmacy on
Howard Road at Pine Street in Madera. Your
PRE-SALE Ticket gets you $10 in fireworks
and gives $5 to Madera FFA!

Tickets Available at 3V Feed

prices exp. 6/24/12
except where noted
and are subject to
change
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Star-Spangled Banner Under Attack

What liberal talk show host, Bill Press, recently said about our National Anthem:
"Now, I know you're going to say I am not
a true American – I'm not patriotic. I don't think
patriotism has anything to do with it. The National Anthem is just absolutely, monumentally
un-singable. But it’s an abomination. First it
ranges two octaves, most people can only do
kind of one octave. I mean, when you think
about it, it’s bombs bursting in air, rocket’s red
glare – it all kinds of, you know, a lot of national
anthems are that way: all kinds of military jargon and the land – there’s only one phrase, ‘the
land of the free,’ which is kind of nice, and ‘the
home of the brave’? I don’t know … are we
[Americans] the only ones who are brave on the
planet? I mean, all the brave people live here?
I mean it's just stupid, I think. I'm embarrassed.
I'm embarrassed every time I hear it."
Bill Press,
Dear Bill:
Why don't you just “press” on out of
America?
We would never listen to your radical
commentary in the first place, however your
disgusting comments about our National Anthem have filtered through the news. Ratings
must be terribly low to stoop to this level for
such undesirable publicity.
Thanks for helping conservatives by
showing the independents and misguided liberals, who do love this country, your true colors
which are certainly not America's patriotic colors of red, white and blue!
My husband and I worked the polls during
the recent California primary election and several people asked us for a voter registration form
to re-register leaving the Democrat party, jumping the "liberal" Titanic ship, to join us and save
America. Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker's
victory is another example.
We get tears in our eyes every time we hear
the Star-Spangled Banner, especially now with
the sad shape America is in from the Obama administration's consistent attempts at tyranny. So
when we hear this great National Anthem we
think about all of the service people who have
died in honor to preserve our freedoms, which
sadly includes your sorry soul to sit there and
condemn it.
Maybe it is a good thing the Star-Spangled
Banner is hard to sing since only a real singer
can properly sing it (and there are quite a number of them). Likewise, at times in history, it has

Sandy Forbes
Tea Party Patriot
Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings
Madera Chapter meetings are on the third
Monday of every month at 6 p.m. at VFW Hall,
2026 Granada Drive, Madera. Confirm dates
on the Central Valley Tea Party website at
www.centralvalleyteaparty.com.
Questions? Contact Madera Ranchos Tea
Party Coordinator John Smedley by e-mail at
jcsmedley@comcast.net or call him at 559-6457031. Or you can contact Madera Tea Party Coordinator Rick Farinelli by e-mail at
richardfarinelli@sbcglobal.net or call him at
559-706-5386.
A very happy, patriotic July 4th to citizens
of Madera. When the Star-Spangled Banner is
sung remember how lucky we all are to be
Americans, still the home of the brave and
hopefully will always be the land of the free.
Congratulations to Rick Farinelli
Congratulations to Rick in the primary
election win on June 5, moving forward to November's general election for Madera County
Supervisor District III.
Many in Madera know that Rick supports
the Tea Party's core values of fiscal responsibility, constitutionally limited government and free
markets. Rick supports transparency within
government, unlike what has been happening
in Washington. He is aware of the need to roll
back the intrusive size of government in our
lives and we are confident he will strive to get
government back to the basic needs of the public, such as providing public protection and
safety instead of hampering job and business
growth with governmental fees and taxes.
As a lifelong resident of Madera County,
we thank Rick for his responsive pledge of leadership to be available and listen to public concerns, so those who live and work in Madera
will truly have a voice.
After contacting Rick he said he would
like to thank everyone who assisted in his primary campaign, including the most important
piece of support: their vote!
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By Sandy Forbes

also been hard to maintain America's freedom
against evil outside forces, including pathetic
people like you who attack this wonderful country from within.
No freedom lover would want war but
sometimes it is the only way to keep America
safe from evil groups of people who will never
properly understand America's earned freedom
or even the concept of the word.
There are brave individuals all over the
world and you are way too much of a radical, literal, liberal. It is a song for goodness sake, and
A GREAT SONG.
Get over it or get out.

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________

Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2012. Delivery must be by August 31, 2012.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

M A I L TO: Va l l e y Pr o p a n e • 3 7 2 2 1 Av e. 1 2 # 1 D
M a d e r a, C A 9 3 6 3 6

Click on “Local News” at
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Guest Editorial

Unleash Biden!
By Rich Lowry

TheRanchos
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Joe Biden is performing a public
service, God love him. Out on the
stump, he renders the case for President
Barack Obama's re-election in all its
populist crudity.
No dulcet tones. No faux sophistication. No charm. C'mon, man! There's
no time for that when Mitt Romney is
descending on America promising to
commit the most heinous acts in the history of vampire capitalism.
The Obama re-election campaign
must make Romney, a mild-mannered
man with a sterling business record and
a center-right record as Massachusetts
governor, into a fiendish apparition too
risky to entrust with the highest office
in the land. That entails over-the-top attacks delivered with a cocksure shamelessness and little regard for nuance or
truth. Vice President Biden reporting
for duty, sir!
Biden's willingness to say anything
makes him the ideal attack dog. If the
Obama team didn't have Joe Biden, it
would have to invent someone as hyperbolic and overeager.
Vice President Biden may make
many mistakes, but insufficient demagoguery will never be one of them. In a
speech at a manufacturing facility in
Ohio, he said that at Bain "Romney
made sure the guys on top got to play
by a separate set of rules, he ran mas-

“ [It is] the
march of
freedom
and
democracy
which will
leave
MarxismLeninism
on the ash
heap of
history ... ”

sive debts, and the middle class lost."
Then, he moved in for the kill: "So what
do you think he'll do as president?"
Q.E.D.
The likes of Biden never explain
what they would have preferred to happen to the troubled businesses that attracted the attention of Bain. Simply go
out of business without any attempt at a
turnaround? Even Biden stipulates that
he has no problem, as a general proposition, with private equity. If so, he
shouldn't be shocked that some acquisitions turn out better than others.
Of course, Biden can't help but lend
an air of ridiculousness to whatever he
touches. At the same Ohio campaign
stop, he declaimed that "they" (rich
Romney supporters) don't understand
"us" (the struggling working class), before shouting about his parents dreaming that one day he could become vice
president. Such Biden moments tend to
provoke hilarity followed by concern -i.e., once the chuckling stops, one wonders, "Is he unwell?"
Biden subsequently explained -- if
that's the right word -- that "I get tired
of being called 'Middle Class Joe,' like
that somehow I'm just Joe and I don't
dream. C'mon, man." Where to start?
No one calls Biden "Middle Class Joe,"
except maybe his press flacks under extreme duress. And salt-of-the earth people don't usually refer to themselves in
the third person. Biden was first elected
to the Senate in 1972. After soaking up
the working-class ethos of that deliberative body for 36 years, he decamped to
the Naval Observatory as vice president
of the United States.
If Barack Obama circa 2004 had
known that his political fate would
eventually be tied to a longtime senator
famous for buffoonish outbursts, he
might have reconsidered the audacity of
hope. With an unpopular record and a
disappointing recovery, the president
needs every hatchet man he can get. So
the battle cry has gone out, "Unleash
Biden!" Hide the women and children.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
(c) 2012 by King Features Synd., Inc.

When did it become acceptable
to bring your kids to adult parties?
For the life of me, I cannot recall
one single adult party where my
parents allowed me to tag along. I
can recall spending some evenings
with babysitters as a child, but not
one memory includes my parents
dumping me in front of a television to be watched by some 10
year old while they tap a keg and
break out the tequila shots at a even fathom these people strolling
house party. Am I dating myself up to the club and asking the
here?
bouncer to just watch their kids so
For my birthday recently, I de- they can have a few drinks and hit
cided to throw a little party of my the dance floor, but show up at
own. Nothing earth-shattering, someone’s house and I’m supposed to
just some music, friends, margari- say, “Of course you can come in and
tas. As it happens from time to time, a bring your children into an inapprocouple of friends ask to bring a couple priate and potentially dangerous situof their friends and next thing you know ation where I am ultimately liable.
you are bumping
Please, won’t you
into people in
join us?”
your living room
I stood there,
And three adults stared at
with whom you
eyes wide, mouth
have not been me like petulant, spoiled chil- agape as they impaproperly
intro- dren and began to argue that tiently waited for me
duced. None of they would stick [the chil- to step aside so they
that bothers me, dren] in the bedroom, they could make their debut at one point,
wouldn’t be in the way, they posit and hit the
late
into
the
margarita fountain.
evening, a soft were only going to stay for a A friend ran up to
knock on the door couple of hours while they make introductions
comes and I open had a few. It’s not about the and inform me they
it to find a couple children being in the way, it’s were her guests.
of people I have
the fact that they shouldn’t And then, benever seen before,
cause none of
and their three have been there at all. What these so called
children. Turns really gets me is why I had to adults had any
out they fall under have this conversation in the sense, I had to
the “friends of first place? Shouldn’t this be put on my “no
friends” category,
fun” hat and inparenting 101?
and didn’t want
form them that
to find or pay
there are no
for a sitter, so
children
althey figured they would just dump lowed at this adult party. Period.
their kids in front of the old tele And three adults stared at me like
while they got plastered. That’s a petulant, spoiled children and
big negative.
began to argue that they would
I have two concrete rules stick them in the bedroom, they
whenever I invite friends over to wouldn’t be in the way, they were
my home and there is liquor in- only going to stay for a couple of
volved. First, I confiscate keys. hours while they had a few. It’s
You can drink or you can drive, not about the children being in the
but there will be no double dip- way, it’s the fact that they shouldping in my presence; bring a des- n’t have been there at all. What reignated or lay off the sauce.
ally gets me is why I had to have
Simple.
this conversation in the first
Two, no minors. If they would- place? Shouldn’t this be parenting
n’t let you into the bar, I’m not 101? You don’t take your kids with
letting you into my home when
Please see GEN WHY on P. 19
I’m serving liquor. I could not

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363
chadstrucking.com

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •
LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •
COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP •

CA #142100
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OK ... Who Brought the Kids?
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Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
Click on “Local News” at

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS
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The Stock Report

Beginning to Advanced
Children from 4 years - up • Adults
At Dean’s Ranch in the Ranchos, professional
trainer and United States Medal Finals Champion,
Kim Anderson, uses her 30 years of experience to
teach YOU how to ride. Call Kim today!

Audrey Doles Out Dixie Drive Details
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Call Kim at 559-481-3712

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent
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Golden Valley Baptist Church
come meet new friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Vacation Bible School was a success and
fun was had by all. Pastor K. Milton Higgins is bringing the 10:15
a.m. Sunday Worship Service message to the congregation. Join us.

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

6/12

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSUR ANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
6/12

Lic. #PLS 5815

www.The Ranchos.com

morning, May 10, we were up early,
had breakfast and were on the bus
to see the city of Atlanta. Our first
Hi neighbors,
stop was at the Atlanta Braves baseOn Thursday, May 31 I attended ball park. Then it was on to the
the graduation ceremony for 116 Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for
members of the Liberty High Class Non-Violent Social Change. I could
of 2012. As I was setting there have spent a lot more time here,
waiting for the ceremony to begin, I there is so much to see and read.
was thinking back to the year 2000 The building tells the story of the
when Liberty High was still a black people from slavery to the
dream. The slogan, “Team work Civil Rights movement in the
makes a dream work,” certainly ap- 1960s.
plies to the first school board of
Our next stop was at the Marfive members that worked so hard garet Mitchell House and museum.
to pass the first bond, jumped This is the house where Margaret
through all of the legal and politi- wrote the book “Gone with the
cal hoops that it
Wind.” She was
took to get Liban
interesting
erty High built.
T h e re a re s o m a n y person whose life
Four of those
p l a c e s t o g o a n d p l a c e s t o ended when she
first board memwas killed by a
bers,
Bruce s e e y o u j u s t c a n ’t l i v e l o n g taxi cab in AtBlair, Mark Hud- e n o u g h t o d o i t a l l . I n t h e lanta.
dleston,
Mona Ma y i s s u e o f t h e R a n c h o s I n From here we
Diaz and me, Au- dep e n d e n t I p ro m i s e d t o t e l l had a stop at the
drey Stock, were
you a b o u t s o m e o f t h e p l a c e s CNN TV Center
here to witness
where we had
this 2012 cere- a n d f o o d I e x p e r i e n c e d o n time
to
have
R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r lunch at one of
mony. It is great t h e
to see a dream t r i p t o S o u t h C a ro l i n a a n d the
fast
food
come
true
in Geo rg i a .
restaurants at the
your lifetime.
CNN food court.
There are so
Atlanta is a very
many places to
large city with no
go and places to see you just can’t graffiti. It has many large skyscraplive long enough to do it all. In the ers and shopping centers. It is the
May issue of the Ranchos Inde- city where Coca Cola was invented
pendent I promised to tell you and the corporate offices are still
about some of the places and food I here as a financial foundation for
experienced on the Ranchos/Hills the city.
Senior trip to South Carolina and
Day 3 and after a breakfast of
Georgia. We were gone for 11 days biscuits and gravy we were on the
with two of those days spent travel- bus for a 240 mile drive. We had a
ing from the Pacific Coast to the stop at the little town of Harlem,
Atlantic Ocean and back home to Georgia. What a surprise to find the
the Fresno Airport again. In the Laurel and Hardy Museum in this
nine traveling days left of the trip, little out-of-the-way place. There
we stayed in seven different hotels. were an amazing amount of curios
We traveled by Grayline Bus for from the lives of these two comediabout 1,000 miles, from Atlanta, ans. Next door was a pecan nut
Georgia to the South Carolina At- shop that we all enjoyed then it was
lantic coastal towns all the way to on to Columbia, South Carolina. I
Savannah, Georgia and then back am not sure where we crossed the
up to Atlanta where we started. The state line into South Carolina but
hotels that served breakfast were we arrived in Columbia in the af“serve yourself” buffets with bis- ternoon and went to visit the South
cuits and gravy, grits, juice, coffee Carolina court house and the South
or tea and sweet rolls. Our first Carolina State Museum. We finally
night was in Atlanta where we experienced our first hotel. The first
Please see STOCK on P. 20
By Audrey Stock

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos
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Scream for Ice Cream
Wi t h t h e h o t w e a t h e r
we’ve had a lot of requests
f o r A u n t J e a n ’s i c e c r e a m
recipes. This is a reprint of
h e r a r t i c l e f r o m J u l y, 2 0 11 .
Enjoy!
Editor

by Jean Briner

the blanket that was used for
our seat. Then we would have
to wait. Have you ever had to
wait for the mailman to bring
you that package you ordered
I
SCREAM,
YOU two weeks ago? Or even
SCREAM, WE ALL SCREAM Christmas or your birthday?
FOR ICE CREAM! What is That was what it was like
better than a freezer of home- waiting for the ice cream to be
made ice cream on a hot sum- ready to eat.
When I got older and was
mer evening?
I remember when we were doing some of the kitchen
young we had a hand-crank ice chores, mama would let me
c r e a m m a k e r . We k i d s w o u l d m a k e t h e i c e c r e a m m i x . I r e have to sit on the freezer so member it was 10 eggs, beaten
that it would stay in one place until light colored, adding 3
w h i l e t h e y w e r e c r a n k i n g t h e c u p s o f s u g a r, a h a l f t e a s p o o n
handle. Daddy would put a salt and 1 teaspoon vanilla.
folded blanket on it for us to Pour this mixture into the cani s t e r, a n d a d d
sit on, but we
a can of evapwould
still
milk
gripe that our
I re m e m b e r w h e n w e o r a t e d
and
enough
butts
were
w e re y o u n g w e h a d a h a n d - w h o l e m i l k t o
getting cold.
But
w e c r a n k i c e c re a m m a k e r. We c o m e u p t o
kids would have to sit on the line on the
loved it.
The
i c e t h e f re e z e r s o t h a t i t w o u l d c a n i s t e r. T h e n
c r e a m a l w a y s stay in one place while they a s I g o t o l d e r,
and began to
started
out
w e re c r a n k i n g t h e h a n d l e . h e a r
about
vanilla, but if
raw
there
were Daddy would put a folded eating
fresh peaches blanket on it for us to sit eggs, I started
or
strawber- on, but we would still gripe making a cusr i e s t h e y w e r e t h a t o u r b u t t s w e re g e t t i n g t a r d . I w o u l d
beat the eggs,
crushed
and
cold.
adding
the
sweetened.
s u g a r,
salt
Then when the
and
vanilla.
ice cream was
almost done, he would take the Heating the milk (at this time,
lid off and take some of the I started using some half &
ice cream out and put the fruit half in place of the whole
in, and finish cranking until it milk) until it just comes to a
just wouldn’t crank any more. bubble (don’t boil it) and add
Of course we always got to eat some of the milk to the egg
the ice cream he took out, then mixture, beating all the time
when it was done, he would to avoid having scrambled
take the paddle out and “pack eggs, then add this mixture
it” until it was ready to eat. back into the milk. Be sure to
He would fold up a piece of cool this mixture before putwax paper to fit over the top ting into the canister to freeze
o f t h e c a n i s t e r t h e n p u t t h e l i d a n d c r a n k u n t i l i t ’s d o n e .
In later years, I remember
back on, this way the ice and
salt couldn’t get into the ice not using as much sugar but
cream. Then he’d drain off all would add a large package of
the water and repack it with instant vanilla pudding to the
lots of ice and more salt and
Please see RECIPE on P. 9
cover it with a gunny sack and
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mix. After my brother got out
of high school and went to
work he bought an electric ice
c r e a m m a k e r. I t w a s a h e c k o f a
l o t e a s i e r, b u t o n t h e d o w n
side, it just didn’t make the ice
cream as hard as the old crank
method.
As a “Reminisce” moment:
Do any of you remember before
c r u s h e d i c e i n a b a g ? We w e n t
to the ice house and would put
a couple of quarters in the slot
and this big block of ice would
come out that had a strong
twine wrapped around it for
c a r r y i n g . We w o u l d b r i n g t h i s
block home and put it in a galvanized tub and start chipping
it with an ice pick.
R a n d y ’s y o u n g e s t b r o t h e r
Adam (the pie maker) made a
freezer of ice cream for us for
t h e f o u r t h o f J u l y. I t w a s d e l i cious and I asked him for his
recipe for a four quart freezer:
Homemade Ice Cream
2 C Whole Milk
1¾ C Sugar
½ tsp Salt
1 ½ T Va n i l l a
2 C Half & Half
4 C Whipping Cream
Put the milk in a pan to heat
just to the scald stage. DO NOT
BOIL! After the milk is hot, remove from heat and add the sugar
and salt, stirring until dissolved.
Add the vanilla and the two
creams and put the mixture in the
refrigerator until it cools. After it
is cool, put it in the canister and
f r e e z e a c c o r d i n g t o y o u r f r e e z e r ’s
directions.
I love sherbet – pineapple is
one of my favorites. When we
were all still at home I would
make pineapple sherbet as often
as I could. I made it so often; I
knew the recipe by heart. There
were seven of us, so I would always double the recipe – hope
you like it too:
Pineapple Sherbet
½ C pineapple juice
(canned)
1 T lemon juice
⅔ C sugar
2 C cold milk
Combine the pineapple juice,
l e m o n j u i c e a n d s u g a r, m i x i n g
to be sure sugar is dissolved.
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Put in refrigerator until it is
cold. Pour this cold mixture
into the cold milk – NEVER
pour the milk into the juices or
you will have one curdled mess!
Pour into a shallow pan and put
i n f r e e z e r. J u s t b e f o r e i t i s
frozen solid, use a fork to stir it
up then put back in freezer to
freeze solid. When frozen, turn
into a mixing bowl and beat
l i g h t l y w i t h a m i x e r. R e t u r n t o
pan and freeze until frozen.
Ice cream is always good
eaten by itself, but if you want
to make some cookies, I have a
recipe for you. One of our readers Linda Autry sent me this
recipe. She said she wishes she
could take credit for developing
the recipe but she couldn’t, she
got it off the TV from the Paula
D e e n S h o w. R e g a r d l e s s o f w h e r e
it came from, it still sounds
OOEY GOOEY! She went on to
say she took a platter of the
cookies to a graduation party
and the teenagers gave her a sitt i n g o v a t i o n . E n j o y.
Chocolate
Gooey
Butter
Cookies
Preheat oven to 350
degrees
1 8 oz. pkg. cream cheese,
room temperature
1 s t i c k b u t t e r, r o o m
temperature
1 egg
1 tsp vanilla
1 box moist dark
chocolate cake mix
C o n f e c t i o n e r ’s s u g a r
In a large bowl with an electric mixer; cream the cream
cheese and butter until smooth.
Beat in the egg, the vanilla, then
the cake mix. Cover and refrigerate for 2 hours or more to firm
up so you can roll the batter into
balls. Refrigerate overnight is
best! Roll the chilled batter into
tablespoon-sized balls and then
r o l l t h e m i n c o n f e c t i o n e r ’s
s u g a r. P l a c e o n a n u n g r e a s e d
cookie sheet, 2 inches apart and
bake for 12 minutes. Let them sit
on the cookie sheet for 15 minutes until they are completely
cool. These cookies will remain
s o f t a n d g o o e y, i f t h e y l a s t t h a t
long! Linda said a lemon, spice
or any flavor moist cake mix can
be used instead of chocolate.

Please see RECIPE on P. 15

ary bike is I’m at home when I’m done,”
Mathes said.
Fred Mathes, age 96, participated in the
Mathes recalled that 16 years ago he
Ranchos/Hills Senior’s recent “Cycle for and his two sons, Richard and Donald, rode
Seniors” on April 21. Mathes rode a little over 300 miles from Madera to Oxnard. He
over 10 miles on one of the hottest days so jokes that, “One son pushed and one pulled.”
far this year. One hundred and one riders The goal was initially to attend a family reparticipated in the 4th Annual event riding union in Los Angeles, however one of his
courses that range
sons developed a
from 10 miles to 100
sore knee so they all
miles. Mathes has
rode in a car the rest
participated in each
of the way.
of the four annual
This
year
rides, the first two in
Mathes was accomwhich he rode 25
panied by his daughmiles.
ter Karen Mathes
Mathes was defand friend and neighinitely the man of the
bor Ken Browning.
hour with his quick
Mathes and his wife
wit and a joke for
Polly have been mareveryone he spoke
ried 70 years, 25 of
to. Mathes said, “I
those years here in
don’t usually do inthe Madera Ranchos
terviews but this is
where they still have
Have bike, will travel could be the motto
kind of an occasion of the Ranchos’ 96-year-old Fred Mathes.
a home. They curfor me because it
rently reside at the
likely will be my last time in this ride. I’m Cedar Creek Retirement home in Madera
starting to have some balance issues.” How- where Mathes spends much of his time carever he’s quick to point out that he, “… ing for Polly who has Alzheimer’s.
might just do it in a three-wheeled bike next
As Mathes was about ready to start his
year.”
ride he stopped to give wife Polly a kiss.
Mathes says he’s been riding a bike Mike Thomson, organizer of the ride, said,
since the age of 10, saying, “It’s good exer- “Those two hold hands all the time.”
cise and it’s fun.” The bicycle Mathes rides
While his tires were given some last
is a 60-year-old Schwinn that he bought in minute air, Mathes took the opportunity to
1952 to ride to work. He currently rides tell the crowd a couple more jokes. Karen
around the neighborhood three or four times said she was going to start early so that he
a week but he rides a stationary bike quite a didn’t pass her up and they began their ride
lot. “The great part about riding the station- to a round of applause from the crowd.
By Christi McKinney
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Fred Mathes: Still Biking at 96
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money or to take pictures. Baum said, “I
was very touched after 9/11 when everyone had American flags flying everywhere.
However, now that patriotism has passed
and now people don’t put their flags up
very often. I don’t want the men and
women coming home now to feel like we
did when we came home from Vietnam.”
Fellow veteran “Smiley” Dixon said he
saw the initial news report and he showed
up the very next day. “After serving in the
Army for 30 years I felt compelled to get
out here and see how I could help” Dixon
said.
It was important to the McCaffreys that
the restoration be completed prior to the upcoming 4th of July holiday to honor Independence Day and celebrate the meaning of
the American flag. A “Salute to Patriotism
and Volunteerism” will be held on the

morning of Friday, June 29. The exact time
has not been set as we go to press but details will be posted throughout the community and on Facebook prior to June 29.
Everyone is welcome to join the McCaffreys, their staff, Tom Baum, trade contractors, vendors, residents and volunteers for
a dedication ceremony. Members of The
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce will
thank the McCaffreys for helping see this
landmark restored to its “Old Glory.” Local
veterans are also working to pin down plans
for participating in this ceremony.
In the past month the story has been
covered by all local news station and newspapers. The story has even been picked up
by CNN and Fox News as well as a number
of stations throughout the United States.
The world is watching the Madera Ranchos. Please show up to support our community, the restoration and dedication and
even more importantly, our veterans.

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING
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New Artist has Coffee Spot Show
By the time this newspaper goes to chance to see the work in person. Here in the
print, the paintings of Rey Ruiz will be dis- Ranchos, we have that opportunity but it’s
played on the walls of the Coffee Spot, prudent to take note of the continually changwhich has become the Madera Ranchos’ ing art exhibit schedule," said Frances.
newest art hub. Art organizer Ramona "Sometimes people come to the spot asking
Frances and the Coffee Spot owners Danny to see the work of an artist that has already
and Audra Damore are especially excited to left."
host the talent of Rey Ruiz of Hanford who
Ruiz also offers giclee printing (ink) on
will greet people in person, Friday June 29. canvas with archival ink.
Although his formal degree is in commercial
"One of the more important aspects of
illustration, his life work has moved in an- archival ink is that it has a long term fade
other direction resistance property
fine art painting. A
when not exposed
wide variety of his
to direct sunlight,"
work may also be
Ruiz said. Prints
viewed on his Web
are shipped in
site, www.reypaints
tubes or flat, de.com.
pending on size.
Although preThis allows the
vious
exhibiting
customer to have
Coffee Spot artists
their canvas art
have been exclustretched to match
sively from the Rantheir own custom
chos area, the
frames. Buyers can
organizer
called
have stretching and
Ruiz an exception
mounting done at
due to his high level
local outlets such
of talent. Even so, he
as a craft store.
is a former resident
Prints are offered
of the Madera Ranin the size of the
chos with family
original painting
still living in the
but can be reduced
area. He definitely
Rey Ruiz of Hanford will be the next artist one size for most
considers himself "a showcasing his talent at the Coffee Spot on June 29. works. In other
valley guy."
words, Ruiz cusAs a seasoned painter, Ruiz has much to tomized work for each customer.
offer his audiences in terms of experience and
Following Ruiz in the line-up will be
versatility. Although he is both an art teacher work of the organizer herself. Her "Meet the
and art judge, he continues to offer both orig- Artist" even is scheduled for Friday, August
inal and prints of his work. His prints are not 31 and will show her work for 4-6 weeks.
mass produced he claims, nor are they made Typically, her work is generated through local
in "artist mills." They are printed, he said, "As commissions.
they are ordered."
For more information, call The Coffee
"But there is nothing like having a Spot at 645-1225.

Mothers of Preschoolers = MOPS
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By Christi McKinney

www.The Ranchos.com

Melinda McKenna, a Ranchos resident and mother of four, has worked to
bring a chapter of “Mothers of Preschoolers” (MOPS) to the Madera Ranchos.
"MOPS is where I have developed great
parenting skills and lasting friendships
while strengthening my relationship with
God and what he has for me as a mother.
In the chaos of motherhood it has brought
me sanity” McKenna said.
MOPS is an international organization that has chapters in 30 countries with
over 4,000 groups in the United States.

The organization has been in existence
for 35 years and works to create authentic communities where mothers gather to
experience encouragement, support and
hope for mothers of young children.
Meetings in the Madera Ranchos are
held on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each
month from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. at Life Tree
Assembly of God Church on Road 36 at
Avenue 13 1/2.
For more information about MOPS
contact Melinda at 559-645-0716 or
email her at melmcke04@hotmail.com.
You can also visit the website at
www.MOPS.org.
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Praising Elmore Leonard’s Work & Orthodontics
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bag, gets his or her moment in the sun. Back stories are fleshed out; motivations become more
The Summer Reading Program is in full clear, flaws exposed. In Out of Sight you are rootswing and so far it’s been a great success. I hope ing for the bad guy, fugitive Jack Foley, just as
that all of you parents have been able to come in much as you are rooting for the good gal trying to
andsignyourchildupforthereadingprogram,but capture him, federal marshal Karen Sisco.
if you haven’t, there’s still time. There’s lots of fun
So where do you start? I definitely have my
ahead, with weekly prizes given away and a grand favorites:
prize (we’re not giving away what that is just yet)
Swag (aka Ryan’s Rules) Two small-time
for two lucky readers. And don’t worry; there are crooks named Stickley and Ryan plan to make a
still three great programs set forThursdays in July, fortune robbing liquor stores. Although not comstarting with animal expert and author Jean Chaf- pletely clueless (they actually have the aforemenfee July 12. Then on July 19 we have magician tioned rules to avoid any complications), the boys
ChrisLopeztowowthecrowd.Finally,onJuly26 aregoingtorunintoastreakofbadluckeventually.
Rick and Linda Cole will present their art and
GlitzApsychopathwants revenge on the cop
music with the theme “Starry Night.” All shows that put him away. It’s just too bad that Miami cop
begin at 11 a.m.
VincentMoraisonestepaheadofhim,andhardto
kill.
Book Chat
Freaky Deaky Detroit is the setting for this
One Day Elmore Leonard will be gone and explosive tale of ex-bomb squad cop Chris
we’ll never have anyone
Mankowski trying to track down a couple of hiplike him again (except
pie reactionaries.
Get Shorty
perhaps his son).
According to my
Sure the movie
math,ElmoreLeonardis
was good, but the
87 years old. Holy cow!
book is way better.
MymathskillsareterriThisoneintroduces
ble, but I’m pretty sure
ustoChiliPalmer,a
I got that right. Yes,
mob enforcer who
he’ll be 88 in October.
really just wants to
For a guy in his late
shoothiswayintothe
eighties, he sure
movie business.
doesn’t seem to be
52PickupWhen
slowing
down
married Detroit busimuch. Averaging
nessman
Harry
about a book a
Mitchell is blackmailed
A u th o r
year, Leonard isn’t
for an (ahem) dalliance,
E lm o r e
typewrite
L e o n a rd
r banging
as prolific as say,
he
just wants it all to go
a
t
h is tr u s
out anoth
ty
er bestsell
James Patterson,
away. But when the
er.
buthe’sneverreallywrittenabadbook(nor
blackmailers put the
has he ever – at least to my knowledge – relied on
screws to him even more,
aghost-orco-writer,somethingofwhichPatterson he knows he’s going to have to fight back.And get
is very much guilty).
even.
Leonard started his writing career penning
Leonard’s latest, Raylan, brings back Raylan
some very fine westerns including Valdez is Com- Givens,theU.S.Marshalcharacterfromhispreviing, Hombre and the short story 3:10 to Yuma, all ous books Riding the Rap and Pronto, as well as
of which were adapted into films. But somewhere theshortstoryFireinTheHole.He’sstillaquickalongthelineLeonardrealizedthatWesternswere wittedsmart-aleckwhocan’tseemtokeephisgun
adyinggenresoheswitchedtocrimethrillers.Sud- holstered for more than a couple of minutes at a
denly the American West landscape turned into time, and this unrelenting quality finally got him
gritty Detroit. The scenery changed, but Leonard demoted to his former home in Harlan County,
kept his heroes much the same: Lots of lawmen Kentucky. If all of this sounds mighty familiar, it
boundbyamoralcode,yetreadytodrawdownon could be because the TV show Justified on FX is
the criminals with great vengeance and furious based on Leonard’s short, Fire in The Hole.
anger.
NowasIsaid,Mr.Leonardisgettingupthere.
But Leonard sets himself apart from other Luckily their might be an heir to his awesomeness
crime writers in several ways: One, his dialogue is in his son Peter. I’ve never read anything by
spot on. Interactions between characters never Leonard Jr., but I’ve ordered a couple of his books
seem contrived. No matter the ethnicity, regional through our library system (which, as a card-cardialectorsocioeconomicstanding,it’sasifLeonard rying member of our library, you can do also). So
has spent time hanging out with his characters. we’ll see if son can measure up to the father. It
More importantly, every character, hero or scum- seems like a tall order to me, but we’ll see.
By Garin Gonzales
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Escape the Wrath to Come

If we honestly look at the world today, no one can deny that
the world is in trouble. The news is filled daily with violence and
murder. Disaster sweeps the nations, as we have witnessed
storms, tsunamis, volcanoes, fires, hurricanes and earthquakes
worldwide. The world is in chaotic turmoil.
Is there an explanation to all that’s happening? Is there any
hope? Can we find peace in the times in which we live?
John Reyna, pastor of Calvary Chapel Madera will be teaching

The Series: Escape the Wrath to Come
through the book of Revelation, the last days, verse by verse.
Questions like these and many other questions will be
answered as John unravels the imagery and explains the
significance of the events that will take place. In Revelation there
is also hope and encouragement that will lift us up from the
present day gloom to the promise of a bright and glorious future.

Calvary Chapel Madera
Starting Sunday July 1st behind S&K Mini Mart
37275 Avenue 12, Madera Ranchos
Sunday Service 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
6/12
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Kiwanis Korner

Ranchos Scholarships Distributed
By Perry Watkins
“Kiwanis international is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world one child one community at a time.”
The local Kiwanis are in the busiest season of the year. We have most of our events
in the spring and summer of each year. It is also the most fun because it is the time of year
when we give away most of the money we raise throughout the year. We have been extra
busy visiting schools and graduations. Our Club President and his wife, John and Pam
Glueck, were barely able to squeeze a Hawaii trip in between events. We missed them.
We honored Haley Ardner recently with a scholarship because she is such a generous person with her time and energy. We recognized her as our student volunteer of the
year. A number of others were also recognized:
Liberty High School
Scholarships
Military – Brennen Cornell $250
Ranchos Kiwanis – Andre Roget
$500
Jacquelyn O’Keefe $250
Kathryn Collins $250
Volunteer of Year - Haylie
Ardner $250
Sierra View New Bicycles
Mackenenzie Mellenberger
Haylie Ardner with some ladies we know.
Jarred Castaneda
Webster New Bicycles
Megan Gilbreth
Michael Stenberg
Educational Opportunities
Brenda Juarez $100
Ranchos Middle School
Grace Hall $100
Runners up $25 gift certificates
Pizza Factory
Bethany Samarin
Brianna Higgins
Receiving the Dale Lucas Award for Military
Cassandra Garibay
Service is Brennen Cornell, left, who is standing next
to Jeri Lucas and Capt. Edward Planas.
Nathalie Corpus
Michael Sassano
We just finished our annual Cross River Run at Woodward Park and the Miracle Mile
of Quarters at Childrens Hospital. Both events were well attended. We appreciate all of the
participants and volunteers who made these fundraising events possible. Please remember
to look for the Kiwanis booth at the Pizza Factory during the days leading to Independence
Day on July 4th. We are already raising
scholarship funds as well as a variety of
other forms of support for our local chilwww.ranchoskiwanis.com
dren. Hope to see you Thursday evenings.

Board Members:
Kiwanis exists solely for the purpose of
makingadifferenceinthelivesofothers,particularlychildren.Wearelookingforpeopleatleast
18 years old who are interested in serving the
community,makingnewfriends,andhavingfun
withapurpose.Ifyouareinterested,contactPresidentJohnGlueckat559-706-5215.Wemeetthe
firstThursdayofeverymonthat6:45a.m.atThe
CoffeeSpotandeveryThursdaythereafterat6:30
p.m.attheRanchosPizzaFactory.Comejoinus
at a meeting for fun and fellowship and see
what being a Kiwanian is all about.

President: John Glueck
Past President: Mona Diaz
Vice President: Marie Cameron
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
Debbie Farr
Virginia Vick
Ollia Ridge
John Herrera
Jolene Mason
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RECIPE cont. from P. 9
MGD, MILLER LITE, MILLER 64
18-PAK (bottles/cans) ......................................... $9.99
TECATE 18-PAK ............................................... $10.99
BUD, BUD LT., COORS, COORS LT.
18-PAK (cans) ................................................... $10.99
KEYSTONE, NATURAL LT. 30-PAK ................. $12.99
SIERRA NEVADA 12-PAK ................................ $13.99
ARBOR MIST ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ............. $3.49*
BAREFOOT ALL VARIETIES 1.5 L ................... $9.99*
CUPCAKE ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ................. $9.99*

SVEDKA VODKA 750 ML ................................. $10.99*
BLACK VELVET WHISKEY 1.5 L ..................... $12.99*
POPOV VODKA 1.5 L ........................................ $13.99*
PATRON TEQUILA 375 ML, CROWN ROYAL,
JACK DANIELS 750 ML ................................... $19.99
* When you buy two or more. Price slightly higher on one.

Mon-Sat 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sun 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
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SAY YOU SAW IT ...
... IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

For those of you that make
a lot of cookies and use the
teaspoon or tablespoon method
to drop your cookies on the
cookie sheets, if you haven’t
done so yet, have you considered investing in an ice cream
scoop? The old-fashioned kind
with the thumb release. My
mom had four or five of them –
all the way from a tiny one,
about the size of a melon
b a l l e r, t o a l a rg e o n e , t h e s i z e
for meat balls. She used them
for lots of things – her Martha
Wa s h i n g t o n c a n d y, a l l s i z e s o f
cookies and making even-sized
hamburgers. I don’t know how
e x p e n s i v e t h e y a r e n o w, b u t
you might want to look into
them. I found many to choose
from online, just search for
“portion scoops.”
I sincerely want to thank all
the contributors. As I’ve said in
e a c h a r t i c l e , T H I S A RT I C L E I S
FOR AND ABOUT YOU – NOT
O U R FA M I LY.
Until next month – Aunt Jean.

Baseball Full-Ride
For Ranchos Boy
Nate Achelpohl, Liberty High School
2009 Graduate and recent West Hills College Graduate has signed his letter of intent
to play baseball for the Doane Tigers of
Crete, Nebraska. Doane College is a private college founded in 1872 and ranked
nationally as one of the best Liberal Arts
Colleges in the nation. Doane is a member
of NAIA and plays in the Great Plains Athletic Conference. The Doane Tigers have
been League Champions the last two years.
Nate received a full ride baseball and academic scholarship worth over $70,000.
While growing up in the Ranchos,
Nate played tee ball, Cal Ripken and Babe
Ruth divisions for Liberty Ranchos Baseball, including All Star Teams.
At Liberty High School, Nate played
both basketball and baseball. He still holds
the school record for most 3-pt field goals
in a season. He was also a member of the
Boys Division V Valley Championship
Baseball team in 2009.
At West Hills, Nate played shortstop.
During his two years there he was named
“Defensive Player of the Year,” and earned
2nd Team All Conference honors in the
CVC. In addition, he received the “Falcon
Excellence Award,” which is the highest
honor a West Hills athlete can receive. He
was also one of only a dozen selected as a
member of the “Community College Baseball Coaches Association 2012 All-American Academic Team.”
Good luck to Nate and his future with
the Doane Tigers. The Ranchos is proud to
be called your home.
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Grad Awarded
Big Scholarship

www.The Ranchos.com

Liberty High School graduate Amanda
Matthews has been awarded a substantial
scholarship for her college career based on
her 4.3 grade point average at Liberty High
School and for being selected as one of only
52 scholarship recipients from the Northern California Scholarship Foundation. The
award amounts to $8,000 per year for the
next four years for a total of $32,000.
The scholarship was based on
Matthews’ GPA, SAT score, financial need
and community service. The NCSF is based
in Oakland and allows more than 500 high
schools to select one senior to compete for
its scholarships. As an interesting side note,
Matthews was the winner of the Saturn car
at the annual Sober Grad party, but she gave
the car to a classmate who she said needed
it more.
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Liberty High Softball Hawks
Leave No Doubt with 4th Title

Liberty High’s softball team and coaches flash the “four” sign signifying their fourth Division V title. More than likely they will be moved up to Division IV next year but the good news
is that all players except one will be returning for the 2012-2013 season.

After winning its fourth straight Division V softball title, the Liberty Hawks
softball team left no question who was the
best team in the Division, despite its No. 2
seed.
The No. 2 seeded Hawks ran
roughshod over the Division V playoff opponents. They opened the playoffs with a
7-0 victory over Central Valley Christian
and followed that with a 13-1 victory over
No. 3 Lindsay.
The Hawks capped the playoffs with
a 10-0 mercy-rule victory over the No. 4
seeded Selma Bears to win their fourth
straight title.
Juniors Hannah Shevenell, Bailey
Graham, Danni Devine, Katie Pia and
Randi Wallace will pick up their third softball rings in the fall.
The Hawks flexed their muscles in
the first inning, scoring six runs in the bot-

tom of the first.
Renee Ortega and Caitlyn McShane
each drove in three runs and Wallace highlighted the offense with a solo home run.
Shevenell tossed a two hitter against
the Bears. She finished the playoff run allowing on run on seven hits with 30 strikeouts.
“We never get sick of this,” coach
Bob Barber said. “Nothing is more fun
than watching the bats come alive. We
don’t ever let up. We preach that we are
going to live for the hear and now.”
Although the Hawks will likely be
moved to Division IV next season, thus
ending their quest at a fifth straight Division V title, they will drive for a first Division IV title and their fifth straight
Valley Championship. The Hawks lose
just one player, Katie Hill to graduation,
and return all nine starters.

Liberty Offers Ag Mechanics Class
In the fall, students enrolled at Lib- certain jobs,” Diaz said. “Some of these
erty High School will get the opportunity skills, they will build on through more
to develop skills that will help them in the use as well as their own personal projects
mechanics area.
that they will have in on their own
Liberty will over an introduction to home.”
ag mechanics class, which will offer basic
The Liberty Future Farmers of Amerskills that range from small engines to ica program is rising in the amount of stuconcrete and masonry.
dents and in credibility. Last month, they
The class wouldn’t have been possi- earned medals for the first time at an FFA
ble without a $10,000 grant from the conference.
Madera Ag boosters, in addition to do“We are in the process of building a
nating $5,000 to
program,”
Diaz
purchase tools.
said. “These are
“The boosters
classes that the stuThe class wouldn’t have been dents at Liberty are
are helping to purchase tools for a possible without a $10,000 grant interested in. We
few components,” from the Madera Ag boosters, in have been fortunate
ag
mechanics addition to donating $5,000 to to have received the
teacher Francisco
grant.”
purchase tools.
Diaz said. “The inDiaz has been a
clude small engines
biology and ag
as well as tool kits,
teacher for most of
concrete mixers and finishing trowels. his educational career. He worked for a
They also helped purchase equipment for steel building contractor in the past and
electrical and plumbing as well as basic has a good understanding in all of the
wiring essentials.”
subject matter.
The class will be open to 24 students
“I have an avid love and passion for
and will gain practical knowledge in me- ag,” Diaz said. “I consider myself to be
chanics.
able to complete all of these components
“These are all skills they will be able for the course and feel that the students
to help them become familiar with for will gain a very good foundation in this
their own person self as well as to un- class and be able to be competent to build
derstand the types of tools needed for on these skills in the future.”

Alternative Ed Names Graduates
Centennial Independent
Study School
Kortnee Cantrell
Anahi Garcia
Taylor Hoffman
Melody Mariscal-Teran
Brandon Wachter

Golden Valley
Adult School
Brandon Bailey
Aron Harvey
Alvin My
Rosio Ramirez
Ashley Sharp
Tyler Sphar
Freddy Zarate

Lincoln Community
Day School
Brenda Juarez

Mission Statement
The mission of Golden Valley Unified School District is to provide our students
the means to achieve to their highest potential within a caring, secure environment.
Click on “Local News” at
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MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES • FRAPPES
CAPPUCCINOS • ESEPRESSO • ICED COFFEE
SUPERIOR DAIRY • PANINI SANDWICHES
DONUTS • OATMEAL• BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE

Join the VIP B-Day Club for a
FREE COFFEE on your BDay and a chance to win
FREE COFFEE for a YEAR!
TEXT
• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!

CSPOT

CLASS
of
2012
Scenes from Liberty Graduation

87365
6/12

TO

Got ants ... or those pesky little ground beetles?
Of course you do, you live in the Ranchos!

Valedictorian Jacquelyn O'Keefe gives her address at Liberty High School's commencement ceremony.

We are offering a special
to our Ranchos neighbors!

645-5720 or 645-5386

6/12

No extra start up fees with an annual service.
Competitive pricing with free estimates!
Call us for more details or to schedule your estimate.
36434 Ave. 12 • www.delkpestcontrol.com

WON’T RUN!

Yecenia Arellno sings during the commencement ceremonies.
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MY

MOWER
TRACTOR
ATV
BOAT
MOTORCYCLE
LAWN & GARDEN
EQUIPMENT

Ranchos Quality Small Engine Repair can FIX them

$10 OFF
WITH EVERY ENTIRE ENGINE SERVICE
• ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER •

www.The Ranchos.com

SERVICE * SALES * PARTS
for MOST makes and models
of small engines

7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon-Sat

Ranchos Quality Small Engine Repair
559-355-4273

Golden Valley District Superintendent Andrew Alvarado, right, gives No. 1 ranked Liberty High
senior Nicole Ray her Liberty High School diploma as GVUSD Trustee Mark Toole looks on..
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In Memoriam

He lived. He laughed. He loved.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!
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www.theRanchos.com
Do you have the Heart to Help?
• Provide companionship and support to
patient and family
• Provide needed non-medical services and
respite time for caregivers and family
• Provide emotional support to family and
friends at time of death and during
bereavement

June 17, 1980 - June 7, 2012
Eric Steven Wingert was born on June 17, 1980. He was the second child of Steven
and Mary Wingert, brother to Mick and Rachael Wingert, and beloved father to Allyson
Samantha. He was a treasured grandson, uncle, nephew, cousin and father. Eric graduated from Sierra High School in 1998 and worked as a restoration technician. He was
an avid outdoorsman, a loyal friend and everyone who knew him enjoyed his contagious cheerful attitude. Eric’s trademark smirk brought a smile to even the grumpiest
of faces. He was always the first to lend a hand to a friend in need; to jump in the pool
and play with the kids; or to raise a glass with family and friends in celebration. In his
short 32 years, he played a significant role in many lives. Eric made countless friends
of the closest kind. He loved well and was well loved. He will always be missed.
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Eric Steven Wingert

help is needed in the Ranchos
and beyond ...

• 866-693-0093 • 559-447-2540

“When someone you love becomes a memory that memory becomes a treasure.”

For a second time in two years, the
VFW 8743 has made a sizable donation to
the Madera County Sheriff’s much beloved
program, Operation Lost & Found. The
group donated $2,000 to the Sheriff’s Office following Sheriff John Anderson’s
presentation to members of the VFW and
Marine Corps League – Griswold Mountain
Detachment – in Oakhurst. Sheriff Anderson accepted the check from the VFW on
Tuesday, June 19 at the Oakhurst substation
located off Highway 49.
The meeting to update those who attended was organized by Michael Perreira
who is a member of the Marine Corp league
and also volunteers for Madera County
Sheriff’s Search & Rescue Team. Perreira

is also the Team Leader of OLF (Operation
Lost & Found) who, along with 12 volunteer technicians, are custodians to a number
of clients currently enrolled in the program.
Operation Lost & Found was launched
in the spring of 2004 following a sevenmonth long search for a woman with
Alzheimer’s disease, who vanished from
her home in 2003.
When Sheriff Anderson launched the
program, which uses state-of-the-art radio
transmitters to locate people who are at risk
of wandering away, he knew at that time it
would be an uphill battle to find clients. It
wasn’t because there weren’t people in
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Sheriff Accepts Sizable Donation
From Oakhurst Veterans Group

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is having a drawing for a vintage Suzuki
800 Intruder V-Twin, donated by SEMCU. Drawing tickets are only $5 apiece or 5 for
$20. You saw the bike on Flatlander’s Day and now you may buy as many tickets as
you like. They are available at the Chamber office. Call 645-4001 for more
information and good luck!

Please see SHERIFF on P. 19
Click on “Local News” at
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that was unsuitable for children.
An afternoon backyard barbecue to
you when you plan on drinking. celebrate an Uncle’s birthday, fine,
You don’t bring your children to but a house party with loud music
adult events. As an adult, you are and hard alcohol flowing into the
free to participate in such things as wee hours of the night is not an apdrunkenness, but as a parent, should- propriate place for children and it
n’t you want to shield your child is just appalling that anyone, any
from that? Needless to say, parents of adult, any parent would need to be
the year never got past the door and reminded of that. Parenting is the
my friend is still
toughest job in
holding a grudge.
the world. It is a
When I tried
2 4 - h o u r - a - d a y,
P a re n t i n g i s t h e t o u g h - 3 6 5 - d a y - a - y e a r
to explain my
thoughts to her e s t j o b i n t h e w o r l d . I t i s a job.
the next day, 2 4 - h o u r - a - d a y, 3 6 5 - d a y - a And unfortushe still didn’t y e a r
nately,
you
job. And unfortusee the issue.
don’t get to just
n a t e l y, y o u d o n ’t g e t t o j u s t take a vacation
And the following weekend she t a k e a v a c a t i o n f ro m i t , b e - from it, because
brought
her c a u s e e v e n i f s o m e o n e e l s e even if someone
child to that i s m a n n i n g t h e b ro o d , y o u else is manning
same couple’s a re s t i l l o n c a l l .
the brood, you
house
for
a
are still on call.
party, where the
It is called
adults were so
responsibility;
intoxicated that a massive fight your children’s wellbeing is far
broke out and the police were more important than your need for
called. And of course, I’m the jerk a break, for fun, for stress relief.
that asks the blunt question, where So if you can’t find a babysitter,
was your kid? Oh, not to worry, he then you don’t get to go. This is
was “safe” inside being watched what you signed up for, this is
by someone’s 10 year old. That is what being a parent means. No one
a pretty liberal use of the word asked you to become a parent, no
safe, in my opinion.
one asked you to take on that reWhat happened to society? sponsibility, you made that choice.
What happened to parenting? Never So own up to it, stop being selfish,
once would my parents even con- and put your children’s welfare at
template dragging me to an event the top of your list.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

Madera Ranchos/Southeast Madera County

Community Calendar
brought to you by SEMCU and the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Through
Aug 17

Jun 29 - Jul 4
Aug 18
Sep 8
Oct 6
Dec 7

Friday Night @ the Movies
SEMCU
(at Maywood Center)
MOVIES
Date
Movie
June 22
Invincible
June 29
The Adventures of Tintin
July 6
Captain America: The First Avenger
July 13
Dolphin Tale
July 20
Batman Begins
July 27
Zookeeper
August
TBD
Fireworks Stand/Maywood Center Chamber of Commerce
Fireman’s BBQ Dinner
Station 19
SEMCU Swap Meet
SEMCU
October Feast
SEMCU
Chamber of Commerce
Christmas Tree Lighting
Chamber of Commerce

To add items to the Community Calendar contact the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
at 645-4001 or SEMCU at 363-9095. Items must be submitted AT LEAST one month in
advance and are subject to editing.

www.The Ranchos.com

Letters
Dear Editor:
I would like to apologize for my disparaging remarks about Madera in my
May article for the Ranchos Independent.
The tone of the article was supposed to be
humorous, but I believe I crossed a line.
For that, I am truly sorry.
Garin Gonzales
Manager, Ranchos Library

Dear Editor:
First of all, keep up the good work! I
always enjoy reading your paper.
Some time ago you ran an article
about the marijuana sales outlet (sic dispensary) on Highway 41 between Avenue
14 1/2 and Avenue 15.
I read about the yellow happy face
that they have on the fence when they are
open, but for a long period of time they
were there infrequently. However, since
Fresno and other counties south of Madera
shut down such places, it seems that this
place in our own backyard is now open
daily with a flag as well as huge “happy
face” in the window facing the highway.
What is wrong with our county officials that they do not do the same as
Fresno and shut this place down? Do the
other businesses as well as the residents in
the subdivision behind them realize what
is being sold here and that it is a violation
of federal law which does supersede, I believe, the foolish California state law.
Please run more articles on this and
help push our Board of Supervisors to take

SHERIFF cont. from P. 18
need, he remembers, it was due to strict
HIPPA laws, designed to protect individuals’ privacy about health issues. “In order
for us to find them, they have to contact us
first,” Anderson said.
In an effort to reach out to his community, Sheriff Anderson donated countless
hours, making a number of public appearances, and giving presentations to civic
groups.
Word quickly spread about this unique
program and soon the list of clients began
growing.
Now in its eighth year, Operation Lost
& Found maintains a steady list of clients
of all ages – not just catering to those afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease or Dementia, but residents who suffer from any form
of brain injury due to an accident, sickness
or acquired at birth.

action.
Thank you for your service to our
community.
Les Persicke'
Madera Ranchos
Editor’s Note: I have put a call into
Michael Keitz, Madera County’s District
Attorney, about this very issue and he responded quite quickly. Unfortunately, we
have been playing phone tag since the initial contact. At press time I still hadn’t had
a chance to talk to him about our Happy
Face Group, but he at least now has a
rudimentary feel for how some of us in the
Ranchos feel about them and what they’re
doing. As soon as I get some one-on-one
time with our D.A. I will report our meeting in the Ranchos Independent.
Editor
The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.
Send your letters to:

email:

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636
fax:

559-645-4002

In its eight years of operation, Operations Lost & Found has serviced as many
as 91 clients. Currently, volunteers are
working with 23.
“With Operation Lost & Found, we are
providing a vital service to men and women
in their 80s as well as to families with children as young as age 4,” said Anderson.
Should a client go missing, the Madera
County Sheriff’s Office has the technological ability to track that person by both
ground and air. What used to take days,
even months, to locate someone, can now
take our volunteers less than an hour.
Operation Lost and Found functions
entirely on donations from the community.
For more information, citizens who
live in Madera County can contact either
Sergeant Jim Bernardi, Search & Rescue
Coordinator at 559-642-3201, or Erica Stuart, Public Information Officer at 559- 6757976.
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got to our hotel and a good bed for
the night.
Day 4 and our bags were out for
another quick breakfast and we
were on our way to the Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort Hotel. This is a
beautiful hotel complex on a pretty
Atlantic Ocean beach front. We had
time to rest before we got ready for
a night on the town. Dinner was at
Benjamin’s Seafood Restaurant.
There was a wonderful selection of
seafood and other southern foods.
Then it was on to the “Carolina
Opry” which was a surprise because
it had a 1960s sound and light
show. The music and dancing were
fun to watch. I would have liked to
stay there another day but we had
places to go yet.
On day 5 it was Mother ’s Day
on the road. Our first stop was at
the Brookgreen Gardens which used
to be a rice plantation. It was raining and we were outdoors in a museum of majestic oak trees. Then it
was on to a ride on a creek excursion boat to see how the plantation
used the creek water for their crops
in the old days and we saw our first
alligators. The rain let up and we
had a nice Mother ’s Day luncheon
at the Pavilion Restaurant at Brookgreen Gardens. We were back on
the bus and on our way to
Charleston, South Carolina.
It was still day 5 when we arrived at Charleston and had a tour
of the downtown . We had two
nights at the hotel but we still were
up early and on the bus to depart
for the Magnolia Plantation which
was just outside of Charleston.
This is an amazing place.
They are growing alligators and

turtles and other native flora and some Civil War-era buildings that
fauna of this area. This was a work- have been restored.
ing rice plantation before the Civil
After we got our hotel room we
War with many slaves working the went on a Savannah Trolley tour of
plantation. You can still go to see the city. This city was laid out in
some of the slave cabins. This plan- squares with a park in each square.
tation is still owned by a private That night we went to a theatre
family. We left the plantation to go where we saw a show called “The
back to the city of Charleston and Beat Goes On.” It was a sing along
we had time to rest before we were with the music from the 60s, 70s,
back on the bus to catch a dinner and 80’s.
cruise boat. We were on the ExcurOn day 8 we were on our own
sion Spirit of
and my roomCarolina boat for
mate and I had
a trip around the
lunch
at
the
We drove 320 miles that Goose Feathers
bay. Dinner was
excellent as it day to get back to Atlanta Restaurant, the
was raining, but and to our same hotel from home of the origthe lights of the where we started our trip 10 inal
Whoopie
city were pretty.
Pie.
Our
last
days ago. We woke up to a evening
We
left
was
Charleston Carolina trip to the airport and a long spent with a bufon day 7 for the airplane ride across America. fet
at
Paula
small coastal town Many good memories and a Dean’s Lady and
of Beaufort, South good flight home brought our Son’s restaurant.
Carolina. When we
I was a little disRanchos/Hills Seniors home. appointed; I am
got to Beaufort
there was a horse- We were tired but happy after not sure what I
drawn
carriage another good Senior trip.
expected.
waiting for us. The
Day 9 and we
horse and driver
were on the bus
were quite a team.
traveling to a
The driver took us through streets of old string of islands off the coast of Sasouthern houses with oak trees dripping vannah called the Golden Isles. We
with Spanish moss. We had time for crossed a bridge to the island of St.
lunch after our ride then it was back Simons for lunch. My roommate
on the bus for the ride to Savannah, found a cute little restaurant called
Georgia. From Savannah the state “The 4th of May.” Since this was
of Georgia goes all the way to the my mother ’s birthday, we ate there.
top of Florida. As we approached The lady who owned the restaurant
Savannah we crossed a beautiful sat at our table and talked about the
bridge that was South Carolina on island and the wild blackberries
one side and the state of Georgia that grew there. We had to have the
with Savannah on the other. Since wild blackberry cobbler.
Savannah wasn’t burned down durBack on the bus we crossed aning the Civil War like Atlanta and other bridge to Jekyll Island. This
other Georgia towns, it still has island has an interesting history.

The sky was getting dark so our
tour around a group of millionaires’
summer homes and beautiful club
house was quick, however we were
shown inside one of the houses.
It stated to thunder and lighting
so we made a run for our hotel. We
made it just as the rain started pouring down. Fifty millionaires, mostly
from New York, bought Jekyll Island in 1888 and owned the island
until 1942 when the state of Georgia
bought the island for use as a resort
from the corporation that the millionaires had established. People
still live on the island and have just
built a new convention center that
opened May 20, 2012. Fifty of the
most powerful American financiers
bought Jekyll Island as a hideaway
for themselves and their families
where they could relax and play in
undisturbed isolation. The Thomas
Carnegie family, the J.P. Morgan
family, the William Rockefeller
family, the Marshall Fields family,
the William Vanderbilt family and
the Joseph Pulitzer family were just
a few that built summer homes
there. Friday morning we had to
leave this interesting island.
It was now day 10 and our trip
was coming to a close. We were on
the road again with our first stop at
Macon, Georgia for lunch and a
tour of the historic Hay House and
the Cannonball House. We drove
320 miles that day to get back to
Atlanta and to our same hotel from
where we started our trip 10 days
ago. We woke up to a trip to the airport and a long airplane ride across
America. Many good memories and
a good flight home brought our
Ranchos/Hills Seniors home. We
were tired but happy after another
good Senior trip.
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Click on “Local News” at
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Got Rhythm?
Part II
When’s the last time you didn’t put the
milk away after you used it, or decided you
were too busy to stop and get gas when
your indicator was on empty? I’m guessing
that doesn’t happen much. In the last issue
we talked about our rhythm of life and how
some things we do as if on auto pilot.
Other things, even important things,

seem to rarely happen even with the best intentions i.e. exercising, family dinners, getting to work on time. So how do we
incorporate new routines that will help us
reap benefits and avoid pitfalls?
First choose a routine that aligns with
your top life values and has clearly defined
benefits. Record it on paper. Picture yourself
successfully incorporating that into the rhythm
of your life. Record the feeling of success and
the natural consequence of not doing it.
Chances are you already have an idea of
a routine you need to start in mind, but if not,
consider a stressful area of your life—maybe
it’s getting out the door in the morning, fitness
related, a lack of communication in the family, or feeling overwhelmed with paper clutter.
Your stress can be reduced in each of these
situations by introducing helpful routines.
Now get specific. What steps are required to establish this new routine? Give
yourself no more than three clearly defined
steps that you can begin this week. If morn-

ing chaos is your demise your steps might be:
1. Set my alarm 15 minutes earlier and
get up when it comes on.
2. Decide what to wear, pull it out, and
make sure it’s ready to wear the night before.
3. Put everything I need to take with me
by the door the night before.
Set yourself up for success by tweaking
your environment. In this scenario, you
might need to place your alarm clock across
the room so you have to get up to turn it off.
Organize your work clothes so that they’re
grouped together in your closet and you can
easily see what you have to choose from.
Designate a bag or container to store things
that need to go with you, or be used to transport those things in your car.
In their book Organizing for the Creative Person, Dorothy Lehmkuhl & Delores
Cotter Lamping say, “Deciding what NOT
to do is almost as important as deciding what
to do.” Add to your plan a couple things you
won’t do – like taking time to check email

or Facebook before work, or taking a call
when you know it will make you late.
Recognize ahead of time that you
won’t always succeed in maintaining your
new routine. You’ll get toothpaste on your
tie and have to change at the last minute,
or have a sick child to deal with in the
morning. Choose now to not let those setbacks stop you from persevering.
Whether it’s getting to work on time,
or any other new habit/routine you want to
develop, set yourself up for success by
defining the commitment, steps, environment, and perseverance required to do so.
And then, like Nike says, “Just Do It!”
You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questionsansweredatOrganizedbyChoice(because things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, email her at
info@organizedbychoice.com, visit her website
www.organizedbychoice.com or she can be
reached by phone at 559-871-3314.

Bill Me

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with
what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?
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Cash
Check
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Payment: $20

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636



Address

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns



Name

to the Ranchos Independent!

Credit Card

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

SUBSCRIBE!

The Ranchos Independent



The Ranchos Independent 37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera CA 93636 Fax 559-645-4002

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com
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Classified
Alteration Services
Madlin's Alterations - 40
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
repairs and leathers. Fast
service. NEW ADDRESS &
PHONE
NUMBER:
36733
Av e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

Construction
New construction, remodels,
room additions, barns and
patios. Call
559-970-4476
or 559-645-4033.

Housec leaning - Get ready for
Spring! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559645-0308 or Staci at 559-4583248.

o r N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 11 .

Painting Services

Window Cleaning Services

Painting Services - 40 years
of
experience.
Licensed.
Frank Kramer Exteriors. Lic.
# 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-

Painting
Services
Gerald
Scheffing & Son Painting. 40
Floor/Upholstery Care
years experience. Interior & ExteP i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n m i n - Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.
utes, not hours."Carpet, uph o l s t e r y, t i l e / g r o u t c l e a n i n g R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k U p
and
sealing,
aggregate,
RECYCLABLES
s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d R . V. F R E E
interiors. BBB and Golden P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C YVa l l e y
Chamber
m e m b e r. C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p o f
Call Bruce today for a free a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s ,
including paper, plastics,
estimate. 559-676-0760.
glass, aluminum and cardboard. If you have any
For Rent
questions be sure to call
House for Rent - 4Bd/2Ba D i a n n a a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 o r
1,934
sq.
ft.
home
in 6 4 5 - 1 0 4 8 . F u n d s s u p p o r t
Bonadelle. 2 Car garage on R a n c h o s ’ S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y,
2.3 acres. Fenced & Cross schools and 4H.
Fenced. $1,300. per mo. plus
deposit. Call 559-645-0942.

Housecleaning
Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, responsible,
honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Tractor/Trenching Services
B O B C AT W O R K - D R I L L I N G
P O S T H O L E S - Tr e e s - Tr e n c h i n g
- C l e a n U p . T R A C TO R W O R K
Discing - Rototilling - Mowing Scraping - Stump Grinding - Rollo ff B i n s . C a l l J o h n a t 9 0 8 - 1 0 6 6

Tractor Work - House Pods, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

TO ADVERTISE
TODAY
CALL 645-0634

moval available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2012 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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Nancy Watson

Real Estate

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

6/12

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs.
6/12

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:

www.davidparker.info
You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spepros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.
a broken one or complete a project.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Property Management we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info
A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
6/12
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!
Call me for information regarding Short Sales
a
Ranchos Resident
since 1985

Short Sale vs. Foreclosure
LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

6/12

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890
FAX:
559-645-5417

www.maderahomes.com

6/12

Say you saw it in

www.The Ranchos.com

the Ranchos Independent

6/12

DRE #00329063

6/12

Direct Line: 559-435-3366
Fresno:
559-435-1890
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VELVET TOUCH

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
Clark’s Performance
• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clark

Lic. #899496
• DRILLING • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK •
• efficient • reliable • cost-effective call Beau

559-301-1613

645-1578
Jo-De DRILLING

Earthwork • Paving • Patching
Seal Coating • Line Striping
Building Pads • Crack Filling
Commercial • Residential

Over 30 Years Experience
License #745268

559-297-9444 • 559-351-4531
LIC

.#

93

sin
1970ce

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

645-6630

37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español
Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.
Retired FPD 26 yr.
Certifications:
A+/Network +
Ca. Lic.#79328
Microsoft Cerified Pro

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Diana J. Tucker
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

381-5879 559-454-8060

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

• Team Program
• Kinder Gym

24

Need
Construction?

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

35

• Tumble Tots
• Adult Boot Camp
• Birthday Parties

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

FREE ESTIMATES!

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947
LIC. #837274

• Open Gym
• Field Trips
• Cheer

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

mlvconst@comcast.net fax 559-453-2599

559-447-1609

E
SINC80
19

Interior & Exterior

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

559-456-3129

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

645-TREE

(8733)

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Accoustical Removal
Color Matching

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

call for
FREE ESTIMATE!

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

645-4475

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Ranchos
Auto Repair
& Chuck’s Transmission
Marion Pool
Service & Repair

Specializing in
Repaints

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

+ A/C SERVICE

CRONIN MARINE
• Aluminum
Screen
• Fiberglass
Screen
• Pet
Grilles
• Specialty
Screening

repair

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY
Since
1964

645-1977
Click on “Local News” at

!

"
LOCALLY

Service • Supplies • Repair

OWNED!

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

FREE ONLINE DELIVERY

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM SAT: 10AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

Now & Again

Thrift & Gift Shop

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around
your home or business

559-840-0519
MZC
• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

37184 Ave. 12 #104

Come find your treasures

(next to Pizza Factory)

645-0013

Tu-We-Fr 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Th 12:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. / Sa 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
closed Sunday & Monday

Professional Pet Care
When You Can’t Be There

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

Pets, Plants, Plus+
call
Sandra Oliver
559-240-3556
or
Jackie Jones
559-232-1352
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The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634
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645-0634

www.The Ranchos.com
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TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. TELEVISION: What was the name of
Tonto's horse in the series "The Lone
Ranger"?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What was
the country of origin for the pop group The
Bay City Rollers?
3. COMICS: In the "Archie Comics,"
Archie Andrews has a hard time choosing
between two young ladies. What are their
names?
4. INVENTIONS: What did Leonard A.
Fish and Robert P. Cox patent in 1972 that
was described as a "foamable resinous composition" that was propelled from a can?
5. LITERATURE: What futuristic novel's
first line reads, "It was a pleasure to burn"?
6. MUSIC: What kind of instrument does
musician Chuck Mangione play?
7. MOVIES: What was Ron's patronus in
the "Harry Potter" movie series?
8. FOOD & DRINK: Farfalle is a type of
what food?
9. GEOGRAPHY: What is the second
largest of the Hawaiian Islands?
10. HISTORY: What was the code name of
Hitler's planned invasion of England?

Answers
1. Scout
2. Scotland
3. Betty and Veronica
4. Silly String
5. "Fahrenheit 451"
6. Flugelhorn
7. A Jack Russell terrier
8. Pasta
9. Maui
10. Operation Sea Lion
(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

Super Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com
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Family Movie Night

The return of Community Family Movie Nights is here!
Every Friday night through August 17 SEMCU is sponsoring
FREE family movies at the Maywood Center
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Refreshments will be available
courtesy of student clubs from Liberty High School. Bring your lawn
chairs or a blanket to spread out on the ground and be a part of a
great tradition that has returned to the Ranchos.

FOR ALL OF THE GOOD
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES TO
CONTINUE
WE DESPERATELY NEED
PART-TIME VOLUNTEERS

SEMCUREGULARMEETING

Monday,July16at6:30p.m.•RanchosPizzaFactory

